
By David Propper
While several of President Donald 

Trump’s picks for cabinet positions have 
spurred controversy, none concern local 
educators more than his selection to lead 
the Department of Education.

Trump’s nominee for education 
secretary, Betsy DeVos, has rankled 
school officials across the county. The 
Brewster Board of Education even 
approved a resolution at a recent board 
meeting formally opposing DeVos for the 
position, citing numerous concerns about 
her credentials and beliefs.

DeVos is a billionaire philanthropist, 
chairwoman of an investment and 
financial management firm, and major 

Republican Party donor in Michigan. She 
is a strong believer in school choice and 
school vouchers. 

The United States Senate has a vote 
scheduled to approve her today (Tuesday) 
with several reports indicating 50 
senators are for her appointment and 50 
are against it. In that case, Vice President 
Mike Pence would be the tiebreaker to 
push her nomination through.

Brewster school board president Dr. 
Stephen Jambor stressed Brewster is only 
opposed to DeVos based on educational 
grounds and not political. He noted the 
board was also against Arne Duncan and 
John King, former education secretaries 
with the Obama administration. 

Jambor argued DeVos has no 
background in public education. He said 
if he walked into Lockheed Martin and 
asked for their CEO job, he would be 
“laughed out of the building.”

“Yet (DeVos) is proposing the same 
thing,” Jambor said in her vying for 

education secretary. Jambor questioned 
how she could advocate for public schools 
when she has expressed a desire to move 
funds from public education to charter 
schools. Jambor argued charter schools 
don’t provide for all types of students and 
aren’t held to the same standards as public 
schools. 

Jambor was down in Washington DC 
this past week, where he hand delivered 
letters opposing DeVos to Senator Chuck 
Schumer’s office and Senator Kirstin 
Gillibrand’s office. Both Democrats have 
confirmed they are voting against her.

While other school systems didn’t 
approve a resolution, school leaders are 
still skeptical of her appointment.  

Dr. Fran Wills, Putnam Valley 
superintendent of schools, said she was 
concerned about DeVos’ lack of public 
school experience and knowledge. While 
Wills said DeVos had a “laudable goal” 
of providing an excellent education for 
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By David Propper
A dead body was found Friday morning 

in Southeast, though the Putnam County 
Sheriff ’s Office doesn’t believe foul play 
was involved. 

Discovered in a wooded area in 
Southeast, the male was believed to be 
homeless and had apparently been living 
in a makeshift encampment in the woods 
where his body was located, according to 
a sheriff ’s office release.

A relative of the deceased found his 
body shortly after 10 a.m., according to 
authorities and contacted 911. Brewster 
Police Department officers and sheriff 
deputies met the caller, who led them to 
the encampment several hundred feet in 
from Allview Avenue, just north of the 

Village of Brewster. 
There is no indication of foul play and 

officials believe that exposure to the cold 
and other elements might have led to 
his death. An official autopsy has been 
ordered by Putnam County Coroner 
Michael Nesheiwat

His name is being withheld for now as 
officials verify his identity and contact 
his next of kin, but officials said he was 
in his 40s. The relative told investigators 
that he had last seen the man alive a few 
days prior to his death, according to the 
sheriff ’s office. 

The case remains under investigation 
and anyone who may have information 
concerning the case is asked to call the 
sheriff ’s office at (845) 225-4300.

By David Propper
Closing the chapter on the Patterson 

Volunteer Fire Department scandal, ex-
treasurer Albert Melin was sentenced 
to 33 months in prison by a federal 
judge Friday.

Melin, who pled guilty to fraud 

and tax charges stemming from his 
embezzlement of more than $1.1 
million from the Patterson fire 
department, received the decision from 
US District Judge Nelson Roman. He 
pled on Nov. 2, 2016 to one count of 

continued on page 4

Homeless Man Found Dead 
in Woods Near Brewster

Ex-Treasurer for Patterson 
Fire Department Sentenced

Betsy DeVos, nominee for education secretary.

Patterson fire department members showed up Friday in White Plains for Melin’s sentencing.

School Officials Skeptical of Trump’s Pick for Edu. Secretary
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By David Propper
A Putnam Valley man, accused of 

running a multi-million dollar stock 
scam, is off the hook after a federal judge 
threw out the case against him last week.

Guy Gentile saw the indictment against 
him tossed on Jan. 30 by US District 
Judge Jose Linares who ruled the statue 
of limitation had expired on his case. 
Gentile, 40, was indicted in March 2016 
of securities fraud and conspiracy to 
commit securities fraud charges. He was 
accused by the US Attorney for New 
Jersey of fraudulently inflating the price of 
two micro-cap stocks before selling them 
for $17.2 million in trading proceeds.

His attorneys, Chad Siegel and 
Adam Ford, argued that Dodd-Frank, 
a Wall Street reform law, could not be 
retroactively applied and does not provide 
additional years of coverage in Gentile’s 
case. The charges against Gentile are 
based off alleged crimes that took place 
in or around May and June of 2008, the 
defense argued.

Gentile signed two one-year tolling 
agreements with the FBI that extended 
the deadline to indict Gentile by June 30, 
2015, the latest, the defense said, but he 
was instead indicted on March 26, 2016. 
Prior to Dodd-Frank, prosecutors had five 
years to indict an individual connected to 

crimes Gentile was accused of.
Gentile owns a Carmel based broker 

dealer. He has served in the Putnam 
Valley Fire Department and the county’s 
Traffic Safety Advisory Board.

If the indictment went to trial, Gentile 
was facing up to 20 years if convicted. 

“It has been a grueling few years as I’ve 
battled to clear my name,” Gentile said 
in a statement, according to Bloomberg 
Markets. He went on to thank his friends, 
family, attorneys, business associates and 
colleagues that supported him during the 
ordeal. 

Putnam Valley resident Guy Gentile

Stock Scam Case Dismissed 
Against Putnam Valley Man 
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our skin’s supply of elastin and collagen. They achieve 
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response and triggering the production of more 
collagen and elastin.  
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with lasers and radiofrequency?    
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Smartskin laser “resurfaces” the facial skin, minimizing the 
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Laser Center and Medi-Spa, treatment with Botox and 
fillers completes the picture of a non-surgical facelift. 
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By Rick Pezzullo
Nationwide demonstrations opposing 

President Donald Trump’s cabinet choices 
and positions on many issues spilled into 
Peekskill last week.

Approximately 200 protestors gathered 
outside U.S. Senator Charles Schumer’s 
office on Park Place to urge the Vice 
Chair of the Democratic Conference 
to stand up against the Republican 

administration’s policies on immigration 
and climate change, and several proposed 
appointments, namely Betsy DeVos as 
Secretary of Education and Scott Pruitt 
as Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency.

“What we have seen from the Trump 
administration is worse than anyone 
could have expected,” asserted Ed Berry, 
political director of the Lower Hudson 
Sierra Club. “The marches are the first 
step in a long battle.”

The rally was co-sponsored by 
ResistSPECTRA and Food & Water 
Watch, along with other environmental 
groups, in conjunction with other rallies 
at all eight of Schumer’s offices throughout 
New York State.

“We stand in solidarity to urge Senator 
Schumer to stand strong against President 
Trump to oppose his billionaire agenda 
that threatens a liveable climate, clean 
water and safe food,” said Greta Zarro, 
New York Organizer for Food & Water 
Watch, who also called on Schumer to 
hold Town Hall meetings across the 
nation.

“This presidency represents nothing 
less than a war on our climate and 
communities,” remarked Nancy Vann, 
president of Safe Energy Rights project.

The peaceful protest included spirited 
chants of “Trump cabinet is a joke, climate 

change is not a hoax,” “Trump, you blew 
it, you nominated Pruitt,” and “We want 
resistance now!”

Andrew Falk, a Patterson resident who 
has unsuccessfully run for several elected 
offices in Putnam County in recent years, 
maintained Schumer needed to take a 
more prominent role as a leader.

“I am here for my kids and everyone 
who comes after them. We can’t go back,” 

Falk, a former state senate candidate, said. 
“This is what democracy looks like.”

Also on hand observing the 
demonstration was Peekskill Councilman 
Andre “Noodle” Rainey, who marveled at 
the organized action in the city.

“It’s saddening what Trump has created, 
but it’s brought so much unity like this,” 
he said.

Demonstrators Voice Opposition to Trump Policies in Peekskill

RICK PEZZULLO PHOTO
Patterson resident Andrew Falk at last week’s rally.

RICK PEZZULLO PHOTO
Opinions were strong last week during an rally 
outside Senator Chuck Schumer’s office.rally.
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wire fraud and one count of subscribing 
false tax returns. 

Fire department president Eleanor 
Smith and fire chief Matt Szpinder 
both read victim impact statements 
prior to the judge passing down his 
sentencing. Two dozen members were 
at the sentencing hearing. 

The fire department was hoping 
to see Melin, who now lives in North 
Carolina, get the maximum of 44 
months, Smith said. The defense 

requested 18 months. 
Melin, a chiropractor, was first 

elected the treasurer of the department 
in 2013. From Dec. 2013 to Oct. 2015, 
Melin embezzled funds by writing 
checks to the two businesses he owned, 
211 Medical PC and NAS Management 
Co., Inc., according to the New York 
State Comptroller’s Office. The state 
comptroller’s office said Melin then 
deposited the checks into the bank 
accounts held by the two businesses. 

He also charged expenses of the two 
companies to the fire department’s 

debit card, according to the state 
comptrollers.

Melin was also sentenced to three 
years of supervised release and ordered 
to forfeit $1,151,665 in ill-gotten gains 
and to pay $1,349,318 in restitution.

Smith slammed Melin for showing 
no remorse during the hearing for his 
actions that led to controversy at the 
fire department for months when the 
embezzlement was discovered in Oct. 
2015.  

“We’ve been working this way since 
1921 and we’ve always had honesty in 

the fire department, we trusted each 
other, it was our family,” Smith said. 
“And our family member betrayed 
us and we never thought that would 
happen.”

Smith wanted residents to know 
that all the money stolen from the 
department was recovered months ago 
through the department’s insurance 
company. Any money Melin pays back 
will go back to the insurance company, 
she said. 

Smith stressed since Melin’s crimes, 
the department has instituted “so many 
policies in place that this will never 
happen again.”

Ex-Treasurer for Patterson Fire Department Sentenced
continued from page 1
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By David Propper
Starting this year, Putnam County is 

changing the way it unloads homes under 
its control.

If a foreclosed home now owned by 
the county isn’t sold within a year using 
the multiple listing service, the property 
will then go to a public auction instead 
of lingering on the MLS for multiple 
years. Legislator Toni Addonizio, who 
spearheaded the change, said she got the 
idea after attending a conference last year 
and brought it back to other legislators 
because some properties have remained 
unsold for more than a year. 

The change to the local law was 
unanimously approved by the county 
Legislature late last year. It went into effect 
at the end of last year.

Addonizio said the auction company 
does all of the advertising for the property 

up for sale and holds an open house at 
no cost to the county. While the auction 
might not yield a better price on the 
property, it speeds up getting the property 
back onto the tax rolls, Addonizio noted.

“It’s not taking away anything that 
they were doing,” Addonizio, a real estate 
agent, said. “It’s adding to the process.”

County lawmakers would make the 
final approval about when a property 
should go to auction if it is still not sold 
after a year, she said. 

The auction would be held in a local 
courthouse or local school, Addonizio, 
who represents parts of Kent and 
Patterson, said. 

Many years ago, before the new county 
executive administration came on board, 
the county only used to do auctions. Then 
because the county didn’t think it was 
doing well enough with the auction, it 

was changed to the MLS 
program. 

According to an August 
2016 press release from 
the county executive’s 
office, since the MLS 
program was instituted 
in 2013, it’s resulted in an 
added $2.7 million worth 
of assessed real estate back 
on the county tax rolls. 

“I felt it would be 
beneficial if we could 
do both,” Addonizio 
said. “I felt that it would 
be a good idea because 
(the property) is just 
remaining on there for 
two years, three years, 
they’re not selling. To try 
another avenue.”

Putnam County lawmaker Toni Addonizio

County Changes way it Unloads empty Homes
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students in a variety of ways, her fight 
for school choice could hurt local school 
systems. 

Money usually allotted for public 
schools might be placed with other 
schools like charters, which could then 
hurt students in the public school system. 
In this area, Wills said charter schools 
aren’t something residents are seeking. 
Putnam Valley, for instance, got about 
$695,000 from federal funds last year, 
which makes up one percent of their 
budget.

“People want their public schools 
here to be excellent,” Wills said. “Public 
education is the bedrock and has been the 
bedrock of our democracy.”

Wills also said DeVos doesn’t have 
enough knowledge regarding disabled 
students and doesn’t seem to support 
public school teachers. Wills said from 
what she’s researched about DeVos’ time 
fixing Detroit area school, it’s been a 
“disaster.”

Wills said while Putnam Valley hasn’t 
passed a resolution regarding DeVos’ 
nomination, she stressed the school board 
supports public education

Mahopac school system teacher 
and teachers union president Thomas 
McMahon said DeVos doesn’t understand 
teaching and education overall. He 

pointed out she’s never had any experience 
in education. 

“I’ve been a teacher my whole life,” he 
said. “I shouldn’t be named the president 
of a bank, I don’t know anything about 
banking. This is kind of similar in this 
regard to DeVos’ nomination with 
no educational experience other than 
funding and donating.”

He called DeVos’ nomination hearing 
a “three hour horror show” where she 

lacked basic knowledge about education. 
He called some of her answers “extremely 
scary.” 

McMahon noted while he was a 
supporter of former president Barack 
Obama, he didn’t like the two education 
secretaries under him, Duncan and King. 
He stressed to residents that you can be 
a President Trump supporter and believe 
that DeVos isn’t the right person for the 
job. 

McMahon is disappointed that the 
Mahopac Board of Education hasn’t 
passed a resolution opposing DeVos for 
education secretary. A resolution was 
sent to Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Dennis Creedon to have the school board 
consider denouncing DeVos, but Creedon 

communicated back the school board 
wasn’t ready to make a formal statement. 
Creedon supported the resolution, 
McMahaon said.

Board president Brian Mahoney 
referred questions about DeVos to 
Creedon, who didn’t return an email at 
press time. 

“This is an opportunity where our 
school board is charged with representing 
the students of Mahopac,” McMahon said. 

But not everyone is against DeVos’ 
nomination. 

Carmel school board member and 
board president of the Putnam-Northern 
Westchester BOCES school board Rick 
Kreps offered a softer tone on DeVos. 
He said while he wasn’t very upset over 
the selection, he would have liked to see 
her have more knowledge on education 
issues.

Kreps said he hopes DeVos cuts down 
on some regulations and gives control 
back to local school districts. He didn’t 
think DeVos’ fight for more charter 
schools would be a threat to Carmel 
schools because many people move 
to Carmel in order to have very good 
schools. 

As for funding, Kreps is more worried 
about how New York State might direct 
funds and if it’s done fairly. Kreps 
also believes that Common Core, the 
controversial learning standards, would 
be less a national issue and more of state 
issue under DeVos.

“Let New York State move forward with 
what they think their standards should 
be,” Kreps said.

School Officials Skeptical of Trump’s Pick for Edu. Secretary
continued from page 1

Brewster school board president Stephen Jambor (left) and Putnam Valley Superintendent Fran Wills 
are against DeVos.
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Research and development at Cornell 
University over the past decade, 
along with several partnerships and 
research projects, has enabled greater 
understanding of the technical and 
business aspects of a log-grown shiitake 
enterprise. Shiitake grown on logs are 
a niche crop that requires a low-input 
investment and offers high returns that 
can also help offset land taxes in New 
York State. 

A series of one-day workshops titled, 
“Log-Grown Shiitake: Viability for 
Small Farms” are offered in five counties 
around New York State. Anyone who 
is a resident of New York and growing 
commercially, starting up, or considering 
commercial production is welcome to 
attend. The workshop content, there 
is a $30 per person fee, includes lunch, 
handouts and will cover all the aspects of 
production from harvest to market.

The workshop will be offered in 
Putnam on Friday March 10, 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m.  Location and directions provided 

at registration.  On the day following 
the workshop, March 11, current and 
prospective farmers can schedule free 
one-on-one consultations with extension 
educators to review their farm goals, 
resources, and discuss challenges and 
opportunities for their own production.

Participants should be versed in the 
basics of how to produce log-grown 
mushrooms prior to attending the 
workshop.  Putnam County residents 
should contact Jen Stengle, Cornell 
Cooperative Extension Educator at 845-
278-6738 or email at jjs95@cornell.edu.

Data from past research indicates that, 
over three seasons, a 1,000 log operation 
would cost $4,740 to establish and 
would yield 1,040 pounds of mushrooms 
annually and could generate $12,480 of 
income for the farmer each year. This 
rate can be perpetually sustained from 
year four onward and would qualify a 
producer for agricultural exemption in 
New York.

Log-Grown Shiitake Mushroom 
Vitality for Small Farms
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By Neal Rentz
School funding was a key topic 

addressed at a state budget forum held 
by a group of Westchester Democratic 
state legislators at the Greenburgh Public 
Library last Friday.

Much of the discussion on the proposed 
$152.3 billion budget focused on the need 
to increase state aid for school districts in 
the Lower Hudson Valley and to provide 
districts relief from the tax cap.

Pleasantville Superintendent of Schools 
Mary Fox-Alter said she disagreed with 
a proposal from Gov. Andrew Cuomo 

to potentially cut school aid during the 
middle of the 2017-18 school year if he 
deemed that the federal government had 
not provided the state with enough aid. 

Local school districts need additional 
state funding for programs to provide 
English language instruction and other 
programs to assist immigrant students, 
Fox-Alter said.

She said the current state law of 
requiring a budget that exceeds the tax 
cap to pass with at least 60 percent of 
voters must be changed. If 60 percent 
or more of the members of a board of 
education agree to override the tax cap 
then a simple majority of district voters 
should be enough to approve that budget.

Many of the ideas expressed by Fox-
Alter were shared by Lisa Davis, executive 
director of the Westchester-Putnam 
School Boards Association, including a 
majority vote needed to override the tax 
cap. 

Davis said the current aid formula is 
harming districts in Westchester because 
the state is overestimating its wealth. 
Three-quarters of school budgets in the 
county are spent on employee salaries and 
benefits, she said. 

The cost of providing education is more 
expensive in Westchester than other parts 
of the state because the cost of living is 
higher than in other regions, Davis said. 

Like Fox-Alter, Davis said school 
boards should have the power to exceed 
the state tax cap and those budgets should 

only need a majority vote of district 
residents.

Assemblyman David Buchwald 
(D-White Plains) said he agreed with 
Davis that the state aid formula are unfair 
to Westchester districts and needed to 
be changed to reflect the higher cost of 
living.

SUNY Purchase President Thomas 
Schwarz asked legislators for funding for 
capital improvements at the Performing 
Arts Center. One of the proposed projects 
for the theater is to make it handicapped 
accessible, he said.

The college also wants to make 
improvements at the facility so it may 
be used for additional arts and media 
instruction. Schwarz estimated the 
project would cost $32 million. 

Buchwald responded that he wanted the 
college to provide additional information 
about the proposed capital projects. 

Schwarz told legislators additional 
state aid was needed by public colleges 
in New York. Currently 35 percent of the 
college’s funds come from state aid, while 
65 percent is provided through student 
tuition, he said.

About 100 students at SUNY Purchase 
would be eligible for free tuition under 
Cuomo’s plan.

In addition to Buchwald, other state 
legislators who attended the forum 
included Assemblyman Steve Otis 
(D-Rye), Assemblyman Gary Pretlow 
(D-Mount Vernon), Assemblywoman 
Sandra Galef (D-Ossining), who 
represents part of Putnam County, 
Assemblyman Shelley Mayer 
(D-Yonkers), Assemblyman Thomas 
Abinanti (D-Pleasantville) and state Sen. 
George Latimer (D-Rye).

School Aid, Tax Cap Relief the Focus at State Budget Forum

If you’re considering weight loss 
surgery, attend a seminar to 
learn what’s involved.

TTY/Accessibility: 800.421.1220

Join us for an educational seminar, where you 
can learn more about the bariatric surgery 
program, including advanced surgical 
techniques, nutritional counseling and 
support programs.

Call 845.230.4797 to reserve your spot.

healthquest.org/WeightLossSurgery

February 16, 2017 
4:30–5:30pm

Local Democratic state representatives 
participated in a state budget forum last Friday 
at the Greenburgh Public Library. Shown above, 
from left, are Assembly members David Buchwald, 
Steve Otis, Gary Pretlow, Sandra Galef, Shelley 
Mayer, Thomas Abinanti and state Sen. George 
Latimer.
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Erin Bentivegna
Erin Bentivegna went to heaven on 

Monday, January the 30 at her home in 
Mahopac after a 14 year battle with cancer 
surrounded by her brother Jonathan and 
her parents Margaret and Joe, and her 
priest and hospice nurse both called 
Pat. She was 18 years old. She was born 
in NYU in New York City and lived in 
Yonkers until she was 7 at which time she 
moved to Mahopac. While in Yonkers she 
attended St. John the Baptist elementary 
school. She also attended Austin Road 
Elementary School, Mahopac Middle 
School, and just graduated from Mahopac 
High School on January 20th. It was in 
Mahopac High school that she really 
blossomed with the help of her special 
education teacher Debbie Faba. She joined 
the drama club and was looking forward 
to being part of Grease this spring. Erin 
told someone recently that she did not 
want to be defined by cancer and that is 
how she lived her life. She met Barney in 
Tennessee when she was 5, the Cheetah 
girls when she was 9 and Nick Jonas when 
she was 12. For many years she went to 
Ireland to visit her grandparents and 
family during the summer. She went to 
Lourdes, France “for a Miracle”, but one 

of the most precious places to her, besides 
Mahopac and Ireland, was Montana. It 
was there that she met people who really 
understood her as they were also cancer 
survivors. In her final days she was visited 
by Cardinal Timothy Dolan. Erin is 
survived by her parents Joe and Margaret, 
brother Jonathan, dog Princess, grandpa 
Frank, aunt Winnie uncles Gerard, Sean 
and Martin, may cousins in Ireland, 
London and here in the USA. Interment 
will follow at Assumption Cemetery in 
Cortlandt Manor. In lieu of flowers, please 
make memorial contributions in Erin’s 
name to:  Making Headway Foundation, 

115 King St., Chappaqua, NY 10514, 
914.238.8384 www.makingheadway.
org, or  Community Cares, PO Box 37, 
Mahopac Falls, NY 10542-0037, 845-
621-2273 www.communitycares.org, 
or  American Cancer Society, www.
cancer.org

Kathleen Horan
Kathleen Horan (nee Somers), 86, a 

long time resident of Cold Spring, died 
on January 30 at Putnam Ridge Nursing 
Home, in Brewster.   Kathleen was born 
and raised in the Throggs Neck Section 
of the Bronx, on January 21, 1931 to 
Felix and Mary (Wilson) Somers. On 
September 21, 1957, she married the 
love of her life, Matthew J. Horan in the 
Bronx, and together they were blessed 
with five children; Matthew, Mary, 
Bernadette, Patrick and Raymond. They 
moved to Bellerose Queens where she 
raised her five children. She retired to 
Cold Spring, where she enjoyed many 
happy years.  Before retirement, Kathleen 
was a Window Designer for Woolworth’s 
Department Store throughout the Bronx 
and Westchester. Although proud of her 
accomplishment of as a Window Designer, 
her favorite career was being a devoted 

wife, loving mother, grandmother, sister, 
aunt, cousin and a friend to many. As an 
active community member, Kathleen was 
a Coach for many years at St. Gregory the 
Great in Bellerose, and was a member of 
the Senior Group and Choir at Mother 
Lurana – Sisters of Atonement in 
Garrision, NY.  She is survived by her four 
loving children; Mary (Eugene) Donnelly 
of Brewster, Bernadette (Thomas) Carroll 
of Stormville, Patrick Horan, of the Bronx, 
and Raymond Horan of Garrision, her 
sister Theresa J. Murphy of Toms River, 
NJ and ten cherished grandchildren; 
Brian Horan, Kathleen Donnelly, Eugene 
Donnelly, Joseph Donnelly, Craig Carroll, 
Colleen Carroll, Connor Carroll, Megan 
Horan, Dylan Horan and Delaney Horan, 
all of whom she adored and each child 
held a special place in her heart. She is 
predeceased by her beloved husband 
Matthew who had passed on February 
27, 1994, her beloved son Matthew who 
had passed on October 21, 1990, her four 
brothers and her eight sisters. She will be 
dearly missed by all who had known and 
loved her, yet Kathleen’s legacy of love 
and devotion to family and friends will 
continue to grow in our hearts.

Due to the overwhelming success of last year’s event, Carmel High School (CHS) 
invites community businesses to participate in our second annual student-centered job 
fair. The fair takes place at the school on February 15, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Casey 
Hall. The fair will assist students in learning about local employment opportunities while 
providing and ideal option for employers to recruit employees, interns and volunteers. 

Contact one of the people below as soon as possible to reserve your spot:
•	 Mike	Murphy	–	mmurphy1@carmelschools.org	–	845	225-8441,	ext.	610
•	 Denise	Petersen	–	dpeterse@carmelschools.org	–	845	225-8441,	ext.	453
•	 Serena	Shea	–	sshea@careersfp.org	–	845	225-8007

By Rick Pezzullo
The owner of a former Mohegan Lake 

pet store who faced numerous charges 
for animal cruelty has been permanently 
barred from working as a pet dealer.

Richard Doyle, who operated Puppies 
and Kitchens in Mohegan Lake on 
Route 6, along with stores in Larchmont 
and Wappingers Falls, entered into 
an agreement with the state Attorney 
General’s Office that requires him to 
surrender all licenses regarding the 
sale of animals. He also is required 
to pay $15,000 in restitution that will 
be distributed to any consumers who 
purchased sick animals from his stores, 
and $5,000 in penalties and other costs 
to the state.

“By shutting down stores that mistreat 
animals, and sell sick animals, we 
can help ensure that consumers are 
purchasing healthy pets, while protecting 
the animals themselves from those 
who break the law to turn a profit,” said 
Attorney General Eric Schneiderman. 
“Disturbing cases like these reaffirm 
my commitment to encouraging those 
in search of a new pet to adopt from a 

local shelter, rather than purchasing an 
animal. This gives an animal in need a 
home, and gives the consumer the peace 
of mind that they are receiving a healthy 
pet.”

The Attorney General’s Office 
launched an investigation into Doyle’s 
businesses in 2015 after receiving 
numerous complaints from consumers 
who purchased pets from him that 
shortly after were discovered to be ill.

Doyle, of Mahopac, certified that his 
pets were healthy and free of disease, 
but consumers who took the animals to 
a veterinarian found the animals were 
suffering from serious health conditions, 
such as pneumonia, intestinal parasites 
and kennel cough. 

In addition, Schneiderman said 
Doyle falsified the names and license 
numbers of his suppliers in order to 
make it appear as though he purchased 
the animals from reputable sources, and 
participated in disturbing practices to 
make sick animals appear healthy and 
maximize sales.

For example, Schneiderman 
maintained Doyle, who is not a 

veterinarian, regularly performed 
surgery on animals in the back rooms 
of his stores, and ordered high school-
aged employees to routinely administer 
injectable medications and intravenous 
fluids to mask rather than cure diseases 
and infections in sick animals. In some 
cases, Doyle let a sick animal suffer 
and die, rather than paying for routine 

veterinary care.
Cracking down on Doyle was part 

of Schneiderman’s Animal Protection 
Initiative, started in in May 2013, which 
seeks to help consumers and animals alike 
by identifying animal cruelty, shutting 
down criminal animal fighting rings and 
prosecuting those who unscrupulously 
sell animals to unsuspecting consumers.
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Arlene’s Lollipops & More 
Mahopac

Business 

of the Week
By David Propper

As Valentine’s Day rapidly approaches, 
chocolate and other tasty treats are 
popular items to give. For those Putnam 
County residents looking to give their 
special someone a creative twist to that 
chocolate gift, Arlene’s Lollipops & More 
is the place to contact.

Arlene’s Lollipops provides creative 
treats like lollipops and cupcakes for 
all occasions. From birthday parties to 
baby showers and from weddings to 
christening and communions, owner 

Arlene Roff has the right pop for any 
event. This past week, Roff was baking 
away for Super Bowl parties on Sunday 
and with Valentine’s Day coming up, Roff 
is working on plenty of orders. 

Roff has been making lollipops and 
other sweets for the past 14 years out of 
her home. First her business was in the 
Woodlawn section of the Bronx and then 
in Mahopac after she moved north four 
years ago. 

Roff ’s motivation to start her lollipop 
business came when she saw a few of her 
other friends delving into the craft. She 
thought she could do a good job, too, and 
was right. She called her business a “great 
success.”

Since childhood, Roff has always had 
a creative streak, even if the rest of her 
family wasn’t that way. 

“Just automatic, that’s about it,” Roff 
said. 

Right now Roff is primarily serving in 
Mahopac and still has some contacts in 
the Bronx. Roff works out of the kitchen 
in her house and gets orders either from 
email requests or by phone. She has a 
Facebook page that displays her different 
lollipops, many molded in milk chocolate 
and white chocolate. 

From start to finish, Roff said it takes 
her a few days to complete an order. Roff 

said she encourages customers to let her 
know about a week, maybe a week and a 
half in advance to ensure the order can 
be delivered on time. The biggest order 
Roff had to undertake was 100 pieces for 
a wedding. 

Roff ’s husband also helps by delivering 
the orders around town.

“I just enjoy what I do,” Roff said.
Going forward, Roff wants to keep 

building her business and even open her 

own storefront in Mahopac. With each 
order she gets, she puts a little money 
away to reaching that dream.

“Thank you to everybody that does 
order from me, looking forward to 
placing orders with new people as well 
and old customers that I have,” she said. 

Customers can call Arlene’s Lollipops & 
More at 845-803-0688 or 845-519-2186. 
To email the address is arleneroff@yahoo.
com.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Arlene Roff  and her homemade chocolate creations.

68 Old Route 6 • Carmel NY 

The Putnam   
Humane Society 

A Super Sweet Boy Looking  
for a Loving Home!  

Joker 

We Warm Cold Hearts
-And All Your Other “Heating” Parts!
Generators, complete high-effi ciency heating 
and cooling systems now on our Winter Sale 

Licensed, insured and bonded!
Quality guaranteed!

845 628-1330
sclafanienergy.com

Call Sclafani

WESTCHESTER COUNTY CENTER
SAT • FEB 18 thru MON • FEB 20

WHITE PLAINS
DAILY SHOWTIMES: 10:00am • 2:00pm • 6:00pm

ALL SEATS RESERVED:  PREMIUM $35 • REGULAR $27
BOX OFFICE HOURS:

Tuesday – Friday: 
10am - 5pm

914-995-4050
Cash or Credit

Box office closed 
Saturday – Monday
Except for ticketed 

events held that day.

AMERICA’S 

FAVORITE

CIRCUS

IT’S A
FAMILYTRADITION!

OUTLETS
800-745-3000

TICKETMASTER.COM

OR AT ALL
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Across
1. Lessen gradually
4. Hill insect
7. Attributive menu phrase
10. Roth or Traditional?
11. Old-school word meaning “For 
shame!”
12. Color of Santa’s suit
13. Fishing tackle
14. Tums, e.g.
16. Caesar, Hirohito and Nero would eat 
at this Cortlandt Chinese retaurant, goes 
with 23 down
18. A little of this, a little of that
19. Twangy, as a voice
22. Vast
24. Madonna or Cher, e.g.
25. Indian city (old name)
27. Bar supply, perhaps
28. It can cause medical combinations, 
chemically
31. Imagined
34. Really small amount
35. “Give it ___!”
36. Islet
37. What every number is divisible by
38. Catcher of a sort
39. Letter afer kay
40. Hightailed it

Down
1. Irish Republic
2. Filled to the top
3. Scottish wind instrument

4. Distant
5. Sheer fabric
6. Four-note chord
7. Rainbow
8. Pacific ring
9. Put on
15. Give out
17. Relating to a forced departure
20. Ace
21. Ornamental flower
23. See 16 across
26. Exemplary
29. Short, descriptive poem (Var.)
30. Garden with a snake
31. Backer
32. Every now and then it’s golden
33. Have or what follower

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 18

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Now Registering for Sept. 2017
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Happy 
Valentine’s Day

Brewster Flower Garden
14 Main Street, 

Brewster, NY 10509
845.279.5471

Specializing in
Custom Designed 

Floral Arrangements
For Every Occasion

Serving the Community for 25 Years
We are a Full Service Florist
BrewsterFlowerGarden.com

15a Morrissey Dr.
Putnam Valley, NY 10579
Owner - Tara Scozzafava

Free Delivery to Local Schools

Don’t Forget 
Valentine’s Day 

February 14
  (845)526-2500
  (800)657-7006
  Putnamvalleyyorist.com

Putnam Valley Florist

Happy Valentine’s Day!

1511 Route 22 Lakeview Plaza •Brewster, NY 10509
(845) 279-1300

www.danieljewelers.org

$50 Gift Coupon
on any purchase of $200 or more

February 7-20, 2017
We hope you will use this gift coupon to 
visit our store for your Valentines’ Day 

purchase. If you are unable to see us then, 
please feel free to give this coupon to a 

friend or neighbor with your compliments.
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The Putnam County District Attorney 
Office announced last week that First 
Assistant District Attorney, Chana Krauss, 
received the Robert M. Morgenthau 
Award at the 2017 District Attorney 
Association of New York (DAASNY) 
Annual Conference in Manhattan.

“I couldn’t be more proud of and happy 
for ADA Krauss,” DA Bob Tendy said. 
“This is the highest honor given to an 
ADA in New York State, and she richly 
deserves it. She is an extremely talented, 
ethical, and hard-working attorney.”

The award is named after legendary 

Manhattan District Attorney Robert M. 
Morgehthau.

ADA Krauss is entering her 27th year 
as a prosecutor, having begun her career 
in the Bronx District Attorney’s office in 
1990. She is currently in charge of handling 
Domestic Violence and Sex Crimes cases, 
and is the office’s Child Abuse Prosecutor. 
She also has a supervisory role, assisting 
ADAs in evaluating and enhancing 
prosecution of felony cases and training 
local law enforcement on legal issues. She 
has given training seminars to the District 
Attorneys Association, and is responsible 

for various aspects of training in the 
District Attorney’s office from Grand Jury 
training to case investigation and trial 
preparation. 

“There isn’t any case, any legal issue 
she can’t handle, her experience is so 
vast,” Tendy said. “I think this award is a 
wonderful recognition of her skills and 
experience, and everyone in the office 
and DAASNY is very proud of her. It’s 
an award that, probably, every ADA 
daydreams of receiving, but you really 
have to be the best of the best to get it—
and she is.”

ADA Krauss said “receiving the Robert 
Morgenthau award is a defining moment 
in my life.  I am grateful to DA Tendy for 
nominating me and the amazing staff at the 
Putnam County District Attorney’s Office. 
We are a small office but we accomplish 
great things by working closely with the 
dedicated members of Putnam County’s 
Law enforcement, esteemed Judiciary and 
talented defense bar. I feel privileged to 
serve as a prosecutor in such an incredible 
community.”  

Krauss was presented with the 
award on Friday, January 28. It is given 
“In recognition of [her] professional 
accomplishments, honesty, integrity 
and commitment to the fair and ethical 
administration of justice.”

Visit 
TheExaminerNews.com 

and click on Puzzles  
at the top of the  

homepage to play  
today's crossword!
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Minimally invasive back surgery backed  
by experience.

healthquest.org/PHC

(877) 58-SPINE (587-7463)

TTY/Accessibility: (800) 421-1220

* In the spirit of keeping you well informed, the physicians involved are neither agents nor employees of Health Quest or any of its affiliate organizations.  
These physicians have selected our facilities as the place where they wish to treat and care for private patients.

Limit your travel time and your recovery time. The surgical 
team* offers minimally invasive spine surgeries right here at 
Putnam Hospital Center. With comfortable, private rooms 
all conveniently located in Putnam County, consider us your 
hometown hospital.
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Putnam County’s Economic 
Development Corporation welcomes 
its newest directors, Daniel F Leary, 
Partner of Berlandi Nussbaum & Reitzas, 
LLP. , Marjorie Nichols Keith, Executive 
Director of Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Putnam County, and Robert 
Zubrycki, Violinist for the New York 
City Chamber Orchestra. The Board of 
Directors of Putnam County Economic 
Development Corporation elected the 
three candidates to the Board on January 
9th at their annual meeting. 

Daniel F. Leary, attorney and partner 
of Berlandi Nussbaum & Reitzas, LLP., 
was one of the candidates to be welcomed 
to the PEDC Board this year. Leary 
has over twenty years of experience in 
getting projects approved for his clients; 
ranging from real estate agents, schools, 
corporations, non-profit organization, 
municipalities, wireless carriers, public 
utilities, and more. Leary’s specializations 
include commercial, residential mixed 
use, adaptive reuse, telecommunications, 
energy, zoning and related environmental 
law. Mr. Leary has previously worked with 
agencies such as the New York State DEP 
Watershed Regulatory and Enforcement 
Agency and has experience in State and 
Federal Compliance laws such as NYS 
Environmental Quality Review Act, also 
known as “SEQR”. Leary has also been 
a First Deputy County Attorney, Town 

Attorney and Special Counsel to a number 
of municipalities. He has represented 
public and private clients in a wide 
variety of matters, including sewer, water, 
wastewater and other infrastructural 
projects, governmental economic 
development/incentive programs, public 
contracts, public finance (including IDA 
projects), procurement and real property 
taxation and assessment. Putnam County 
Economic Development Corporation is 
excited to welcome Leary’s experience 
and knowledge looking to work together 
to drive economic vitality in much of the 
areas within his practice.

Marjorie Nichols Keith, Executive 
Director for Cornell University 
Cooperative Extension of Putnam County 
was also one of the candidates to be 
welcomed onto the Board this year. Keith 
is a lifelong Putnam County resident 
with much knowledge on the history of 
Putnam County and previous experience 
on the PEDC board. Keith was a perfect 
candidate for PEDC. She extends her 
leadership skills into her community life 
currently serving on the Putnam Hospital 
Center Board of Directors. She has 
previously served on the Putnam County 
Economic Development Corporation 
Board of Directors, Putnam SCORE 
Advisory Board, Putnam Hospital Center 
Foundation Board of Directors and more. 
Keith holds a Master’s Degree in Adult 

Education and Human Resources from 
Fordham University and undergraduate 
degrees from SUNY Oneonta and Fashion 
Institute of Technology. She is a Carmel 
Rotary Club member; and was recognized 
in 2013 as a Woman of Distinction in the 
40th NYS Senate District representing 
the Town of Carmel and in 2015 by the 
Putnam County Legislature for her 
professional and community service. 
Putnam EDC welcomes Keith with great 
joy, as her experience with the county will 
support PEDC’s mission to cultivate and 
expand Putnam County. 

Robert Zubrycki, Violinist of New York 
City Chamber Orchestra was another 
candidate welcomed onto the PEDC 
Board this year as well. Zubrycki, alumni 

of Carmel High School has performed 
in several Broadway shows including “A 
Gentleman’s Guide To Love and Murder”, 
winner of the 2014 Tony Award for Best 
New Musical and he can also be heard on 
the recent cast recordings of “She Loves 
Me”, “An American in Paris” and “Paint 
Your Wagon” (violin and mandolin). He 
has won an Emmy Award for his musical 
contribution to the documentary, “The 
Curse of the Bambino”, and his violin solos 
can be heard in Ric Burns’ documentary, 
“American Experience, Death and the 
Civil War”. His numerous television 
appearances include a recent performance 
with Céline Dion on the Tonight Show 
and Barry Manilow on the Today Show. 

Putnam EDC Welcomes New Board of Directors

(Left to Right): Daniel Leary, attorney and partner of  Berlandi Nussbaum & Reitzas, LLP., Marjorie Keith, 
Executive Director of  Cornell Co-op Extension of  Putnam, and Robert Zubrycki, NYC Chamber Orchestra 
violinist.

continued on page 18
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By Jerry Eimbinder
Many Westchester and Putnam 

restaurants offer special incentives for 
celebrating Valentine’s Day, including 
the eateries listed below. With some 
exceptions, the regular menus or limited 
versions of it will also be available. Prices 
shown for prix fixe menus do not include 
tax, tip or beverages, unless otherwise 
noted. This guide shows selected dishes 
only and does not cover all prix fixe 
choices or all specials offered at the listed 
restaurants.

5 Spice Teahouse & Restaurant (Mount 
Kisco). Five-courses ($79 per couple). A 
red rose for the ladies and a glass of red 
or white wine is included. Reservations 
limited to 20 couples.

12 Grapes (Peekskill). An à la carte 
dinner and two shows with seating at 
5:30 to 6 p.m. and 8 to 8:30 p.m. Special 
menu. Vocalist Maria Grispin, bass/
percussionist Joe Spinelli and Claudia 
Grispin on keys perform Broadway, jazz 
and R&B favorites.

251 Lex (Mount Kisco) and 273 Kitchen 
(Harrison). Four courses ($79). Fresh 
shucked oysters and Mediterranean maze. 
Entrées: Falafel, brazen, Spanish octopus, 
cavatelli and lamb ambbol ocnese, pork 
shank and prime steak. 

Alvin & Friends (New Rochelle). 
Three-course menu ($60). Includes glass 
of champagne. Specials: rack of lamb, 
snapper, Creole chicken. Dessert sampler 
includes chocolate covered strawberries, 
white chocolate-covered brownies and 
red velvet bread pudding. Pianist Dinah 
Vero performs. 

Augie’s Prime Cut (Mohegan Lake). 
Heart-shaped lobster ravioli with a pink 
champagne sauce ($16).

Benjamin Steak House (White Plains). 
Three courses ($89), including coffee or 
tea. Entrees: Porterhouse steak, Chilean 
sea bass, surf (lobster tail) and turf (filet 
mignon).

Ben’s of Scarsdale (Scarsdale). Free 
dessert with any sandwich or entrée. 
Des-serts include, but are not limited 
to, chocolate babka, seven-layer cake, 
chocolate or raspberry rugalach.

Bistro 146, (Pleasantville). Three-
courses ($55). Entrées: pan roasted 
Alaskan halibut filet, 14-ounce lobster 
tail with hollandaise sauce and Nantucket 
Bay scallops, prime Chateaubriand steak, 
sushi-grade bluefin tuna. Desserts: fruit 
tart, mousse duo, molten lava layer cake, 
red velvet cookie.

Cafe of Love (Mount Kisco). A la carte 
choices: lobster bisque, seared scallops 
with cocoa sauce, caviar and kale, ribeye 
for two with two sauces, bordelaise and 
chimichurri, lobster fettuccine with 
champagne sauce, raspberry panna cotta 

and cookie platter.
California Pizza Kitchen (Scarsdale). 

One appetizer, two entrees and one 
dessert ($35).

Captain Lawrence (Elmsford). Five-
course dinner plus passed appetizers 
($75). Wine from Whitecliff Vineyards 
in Gardiner, N.Y. paired next to Captain 
Lawrence ales. One seating at 6:30 p.m. 
(Plan to stay at least three hours.)

The Chophouse Grille (Mahopac). 
Specials: Osso bucco (American milk-fed 
veal shank slowly braised in its natural 
juices with touch of reduced red wine 
and fresh herbs); vegetable strudel topped 
with crumbled stilton cheese wrapped 
in phyllo dough; baked-in four-cheese 
béchamel sauce and English Dover Sole, 
roasted whole, filleted and deboned at 
table side.

Chutney Masala (Irvington). Three 
courses ($49.95). Entrées: Spinach and 
cheese dumplings, eggplant, Chicken 
Tikea Masala, ginger lamb chops, Alaskan 
salmon, mango shrimp and curried 
lobster.

The Cookery, (Dobbs Ferry). Two 
three-course dinners are available ($75 
each). Both come with continuous passed 
bites and a glass of champagne. One has 
as entrees ravioli, radiatore with lamb 
Bolognese, pork osso bucco, chicken, 
spaghetti with pork and clam sausage, 
granzino, market steak and market fish. 
The other menu offers oxtail raviore, 
grilled beef heart and fried chocolate with 
spicy cream.

Division Street Grill (Peekskill). 
Seafood, duck breast, chicken, steak and 
more.

Empire City Casino (Yonkers). Dan 
Rooney’s three-course with scallops or 
salmon as entree and triple chocolate 
tower at $40 or Nonno’s Trattoria three-
course dinner with surf (two lobster tails) 
and turf (two filet mignon steaks) at $75 
per couple. Add $10 for two glasses of 
champagne.

Half Moon (Dobbs Ferry). Three 
courses ($65). Entrées include yellowfin 
tuna, surf and turf, Long Island duck, 
chicken, ribeye steak and lobster ravioli. 
Trio dessert sampler.

Harvest on Hudson (Hastings-on-
Hudson). Three courses ($69). Entrées 
include shrimp risotto, striped bass, 
salmon, chicken cacciatore, pork mignon, 
short rib and lamb chops.

Himalaya (Scarsdale). Three courses 
at ($80 for two). Himalayan cocktail. 
Entrées: Veg Korma, Murgh Makhini, 
chicken tandoori and beef curry. Roses 
for the ladies.  

Hudson House River Inn (Cold 
Spring). Three-course meal ($47). 
Appetizers include lobster bisque and 

Maryland crab cakes. Entrées: sea scallops 
and salmon combination, butternut 
squash ravioli, chicken with lump 
crabmeat and short ribs.

Il Sorriso (Irvington). Three-course 
meal ($45). Appetizers include fried 
eggplant with cheese and asparagus. 
Entrées include salmon filet and jumbo 
shrimp with clams, peas, pancetta, oil and 
vinegar sauce. Three-layer red velvet cake 
dessert has layers of strawberry syrup and 
cream. 

La Panetiere (Rye). Six courses at 
$90 or $140, if wine-paired. Limited a la 
carte menu also available. Heart-shaped 
hot chocolate-molten cake and frozen 
lingonberry sorbet. Ladies take home a 
bag of chocolates and a rose.

Little Drunken Chef (Mount Kisco). 
Three courses at 5 p.m. ($55) or 7 p.m. 
($60). Entrées include ravioli, chicken 
and lamb chops. Glasses of wine and 
champagne included. Desserts: creme 
brûlée, vanilla and strawberry tart, 
chocolate-dipped strawberries. Ladies 
receive a rose.

Mediterraneo (Pleasantville). Three-
course meal ($55).

Moderne Barn (Armonk). Three 
course meal ($78 per person or $118 with 
select wine pairing). The regular a la carte 
menu will not be available.

MP Taverna (Irvington). Specials 
include lobster bisque, crispy shrink 
and mushroom and roasted parsnip 
risotto. Chilled rose-scented Zabaglione 
with raspberries, crystalized ginger and 
candied rose petals ($49.95).

Patsy’s (New Rochelle). Entrées include 
surf (filet mignon) and turf (lobster tail) 
for $36. Desserts include chocolate-
covered strawberries.

Plates (Larchmont). Three-course 
dinner ($80 to $85). Entrées: bronzino, 
fi-let mignon, veal fettuccini, chicken 
and braised short ribs. Early-bird seating 
($65).

RaaSa (Elmsford). Special dishes: 
paneer and vegetable spring roll ($11), 
egg-plant chaat ($10), basil shrimp ($13), 
lamb bhuna stewed with onions ($21), 
Hariyali murgh, a chicken tenders dish 
($20) and Masaledar sabji, melange of 
vegetables ($17).

Red Hat on the River (Irvington). Hors 
d’oeuvres. Three-course courses ($72). 
Entrées include fish stew, Atlantic fluke, 
Scottish salmon, duck and cherry and 
short rib bourguignon. Dessert tasting for 
two.

Rinis (Elmsford). Three-course menu 
($29.95). Entrées include Long Island 
duck. Vocalist Freddie Lando performs. 
No cover charge.

River City Grille (Irvington). A la carte 
menu. Entrées include mushroom ravioli 
($23), chicken breast ($24), veal cutlet 
($24), felt mignon ($32) and twin lobster 
tails ($44).

Ritz-Carlton Lobby Lounge (White 
Plains). Three-course menu ($75) includes 
chocolate polenta cake or yuzu mousse 
cake, glass of prosecco and chocolate-
covered strawberries. Specials: filet of beef 
and horseradish-crusted salmon.

River Grill, The (Sleepy Hollow). Surf 
and turf (crabmeat jumbo stuffed shrimp 
and eight-ounce steak) at $26, lobster and 
crab ravioli ($24), stuffed chicken breast 
($21). Complementary glass of wine or 
champagne toast.

Ruth’s Chris Steak House (Tarrytown). 
Nearly sold out. Check availability with 
restaurant.

Sambal (Irvington). Three courses 
($49.95). Includes glass of sparkling 
wine. Entrées: Chicken green curry, red 
snapper, lamb Massaman curry, Thai 
beef and broccoli, Penang duck, Pad Thai 
shrimp and Drunk Man noodles.

Sam’s of Gedney Way (White Plains). 
Three-course menu ($48) or items from 
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It’s the wisest advice any 
home seller could receive: 
check out that front door! It 
can be the key to a home’s 
personality, either reflecting the 
condition of the space within – 
or contradicting it.  

Just as a person is judged 
within a few seconds of a first 
meeting, a house is judged in 
great part by the condition, 
functionality and look of its 
front door.  

If the door needs painting or 
is warped and if the hardware is 
tarnished and in poor working 
order, a pall can be cast over the 
entire house as being outdated. 
Perhaps some homeowners are 
unaware of a deteriorating front door 
because most people drive into their 
attached garage and walk directly into the 
mud room or kitchen. However, visitors 
and prospective home buyers would come 
only to the front door.

While the functional purposes of a 
front door are to withstand the elements, 
help toward energy efficiency and 
provide protection for the home, visitors 
view it as an aesthetic statement, even a 
psychological one. If the door is attractive 
and in good shape, that perception 
extends to the entire household – and to 

its owners as well.  
Some door problems can be 

repaired and others cannot. If 
the door is improperly hung, 
has trouble closing or latching, 
is only slightly warped or is 
just sticking, these problems 
may be worth fixing. But if 
it has rot or is outdated in 
style, consider the options for 
replacement. 

Whether you use a 
contractor or a handyman 
for door replacement, you’ll 
get different opinions about 
which kind of new door to 
choose. Some would suggest 
that the best material to use is 
wood. Steel or aluminum may 

be recommended as the most sturdy and 
secure, but according to most remodeling 
contractors, the most popular choice 
today is the high-quality fiberglass door. 
The insulation quality of the latter is 
better than that of a wooden door, and it 
will not warp or crack.

The feature I like best about a fiberglass 
door is that the manufacturers have 
managed to develop an incredibly 
realistic grain that matches real wood.  
Also, there is a great number of door 
styles and beveled glass options available. 
Fiberglass can be stained or painted, and 

fancy hardware can be applied to them, 
just as you would a wood door.

That brings us to the subject of the 
door hardware which, in aesthetic 
terms, can make a door “pop,” but if it’s 
worn, that pop can be a dull thud. The 
polished look is one factor, but a lock 
and handle’s functionality is the primary 
thing to consider. Basically, locksets fall 
into two different categories, mortise or 
cylindrical. While I don’t fully understand 
the mechanical workings of these two 
types of locks, my trusted locksmith 
tells me that mortise locksets, which are 
installed into a rectangular dugout in the 
door, offer the ultimate in security, design 
and ruggedness.  

The choice of locksets and handles 
can be a daunting experience. When I 
went hunting for new hardware, I was 
overwhelmed by the selection available. 
I took a picture of the set I thought the 
most attractive and showed it to my 
locksmith and asked him to supply the 
best choice for my door, which was a 
genuine antique, and the lock required all 
sorts of considerations for its installation. 
Better to leave such things to the experts, 
unless you’re a great do-it-yourselfer, 
which I am not.

Highly polished solid brass knobs, 
backplates and thumb latches are 
desirable but, fair warning, they can be 

quite expensive.
When it comes to selecting a color for 

the front door, it is a situation of relating 
to, or contrasting with, one of the other 
tones found in the house or the landscape 
that surrounds it. Most people today are 
choosing a deep green or red to have their 
front doors stand out.

One cardinal rule about color: a front 
door should never be stark white. The 
theory here is that the door should 
relate to the landscape in some way and 
pure white is rarely found in nature. The 
large casing around the door should be a 
different color than the door itself. The 
casing should be treated like a trim, which 
matches the windows and other trim.  

For those of you with a bent toward 
feng shui, you know that the front door 
is the main source of a house’s energy. But 
practically and simply put for both curb 
appeal and resale value, spruce up the 
front door, and in a sense, you have a new 
home. 

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

The Front Door Reflects the Soul of the Home

The end of 
weather as we know 
it is on the horizon 
and we’re all slowly 
going to drown or 
starve or move to 
Mars. Or maybe 
not.

As scientifically 
based as this topic 

should be, there are varying, diametrically 
opposed viewpoints on our purported 
demise. Most appear to be science-based, 
others ideologically-based. 

Regardless of one’s viewpoint, 
documented changes are underfoot in the 
wine industry. 

In the vineyard, climate is one of the 
most influential factors affecting grape 
production, characteristics and quality. 
The early Romans understood this and 
planting patterns did not materially 
change in the ensuing millennia. Cabernet 
Sauvignon fares best in warmer climates; 
this is where you will generally find them 
planted. Pinot Noir thrives in cooler 
climates; look to the Burgundy region of 
France for the best expressions. 

If there are major changes in these 
conditions, the characteristics of the 
end product – the glass of wine you 
and I consume – will likely change, 
upsetting centuries of local traditions and 
economics.  

Much is riding on the potential long-
term effects of climate change. But how 

does one determine the 
veracity of climate change 
claims?

There are two primary 
means: scientific study and 
anecdotal experiences. 

Scientific studies have 
shown that the planet 
is warming. Not analogous to a slow, 
constantly rising curve on a chart or 
graph, but more so in protracted periods 
of high and low swings, a saw-tooth graph 
whose extreme points reach new highs 
with each changing pattern. 

One study predicts that by 2050 nearly 
one-quarter of areas in major wine-
producing regions will no longer be 
suitable for grape-growing, according to 
Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences. 

Anecdotal experience provides first-
hand evidence. Vineyard owners around 
the globe have been reporting the need 
to harvest their crops earlier than ever in 
their lifetimes. Not every year, but a trend 
is clear. And not in significant numbers of 
days or weeks, but rather a few days or a 
week each year. 

Another study analyzed centuries-old 
vineyard records kept by winemaking 
monks in France. The very detailed 
records showed stable harvest dates from 
the 14th century onward. Over the most 
recent quarter century, however, harvest 
dates have been trending earlier, in 
increasing frequency. 

Enterprising British 
winemakers analyzed 
warming patterns several 
years ago, decided to 
take advantage of this 
new phenomenon and 
successfully planted 
Chardonnay and Pinot 

Noir vines. Today, British sparkling wines 
produced from these grapes are receiving 
worldwide accolades.

What does the future hold for the wine 
industry and the agriculture industry in 
general? 

Overall, we must not lose sight of 
what has enabled man to overcome 
past calamities and natural disasters 
throughout history: resistance and 
ingenuity. 

Battling climate change in the 
vineyards will test man’s ingenuity and 
adaptability. Short of succumbing, man’s 
determination will seek survival options. 
Here are several:

Different grape varietals may be planted 
that thrive in a locale’s changed climate. 
But what of the supplanted grapes? 
Will wines formerly produced in cooler 
climates head toward extinction? Man’s 
ingenuity and innate entrepreneurship 
will likely capitalize on unintended 
consequences. 

As man invents and develops advanced 
technology, the threat of climate change 
will become a top priority in this field. 

This is already evident in the science 
of genomics. Scientists working at 
the University of California-Davis are 
embarking on a major new endeavor – to 
define the genetic makeup of individual 
grape varietals to unlock the attributes of 
genes associated with climate resistance, 
flavor, aroma and hardiness. First up: 
Cabernet Sauvignon’s 19 chromosomes. 
The ultimate goal is to enhance DNA 
traits to better adapt to changes in future 
growing conditions. 

A pioneering winemaker in California, 
Randall Grahm, has made a personal 
commitment to preserve, and improve, 
future grapevines that are true expressions 
of place and terroir – and will contribute 
to offsetting the climate change effects of 
drought and higher temperatures.

Some might say if we can’t rely on the 
accuracy of a meteorologist’s short-term 
prognostications, why should we rely on 
the long-term accuracy of a climatologist? 
In the face of long-term evidence and the 
potential consequences, do we have a 
choice?

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

Man’s Adaptability in the Face of Climate Change

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
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Registration for Kindergarten In 
Brewster School District: Kindergarten 
registration for the Brewster High School 
Class of 2030 takes place the week of 
February 27 – March 3.  Children who 
will be five years of age on or before 
December 1, 2017, are eligible to register 
for September classes.  Families residing 
within the Brewster School District are 
asked to call John F. Kennedy Elementary 
at 845-279-2087  x 4111 to make an 
appointment. 

Ongoing 
On Display: Mahopac Public Library 

is pleased to host a display of artwork 
created by the 1-2 class at Lakeview 
Elementary School

Marionettes on display at Kent 
Library:  The marionettes are part of 
a series of “freedom fighter” puppets.  
They are constructed from a variety of 
materials, including polymer clay, fabric, 
wood, yarn, and wire.  Recycled materials 
are used whenever possible.  For more 
information, visit hawkrocktheater.org.  
The Kent Library is located at 17 Sybil’s 
Crossing (off of Route 52) in Kent Lakes. 

Winter Camp: 
Kids Winter Camp at Clearpool:  

Green Chimneys Clearpool Campus, 
33 Clearpool Road, Carmel.  Also 2/21, 
9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. daily. Description: 
What better way for kids to spend the 
school break than a wintry week of 
camp classics? Register here: http://
clearpool.greenchimneys.org/upcoming-

events/?s=0&event=50 . Stacey Damiano, 
sdamiano@greenchimneys.org 845-225-
8226 ext. 606

Daily: 
EA Test Prep Team is here to assist 

you every step of the way. Each member 
of the team wants you to be accepted to 
the college of your choice. Start preparing 
today by calling EA Test Prep at 845-
582-0017 or visit our website at www.
eatestprep.com to learn about how we can 
help you achieve your college goals.
Wednesdays

Craft Time for Preschoolers at the 
Brewster Public Library, from 11 a.m.-
11:45 a.m., Wednesdays until March 8.  
Children ages 3-5 and their caregivers 
are invited to make a creative seasonal 
or holiday related craft.  Some crafts 
may be messy; please dress accordingly. 
Registration is required.  For more 
information call 845-279-6421 or visit 
http://tinyurl.com/zjbkyjf.  
Fridays

Dance of joy: Dance/Movement 
therapy for people with Parkinson’s 
Disease Joy of Dance is a dance/movement 
therapy group for people with Parkinson’s 
Disease. This ongoing group meets on 
Fridays at 10 a.m.-11 a.m. at the Seven 
Star School of Performing Arts.  FMI: 
Contact Marie Carstens at 347-742-6591 
or email at Mccarstens21@yahoo.com. 
Pre-registration is required.  Registration 
is $15 per session, a caregiver or loved one 
is encouraged to join for an additional $5.

Save the Date:  March 2-5. The Kennedy 

Catholic Players proudly presents: Sandy 
Wilson’s The Boyfriend. To purchase 
tickets online: www.KennedyCatholic.
org/Spring-Musical/
Tuesday, February 7 

The Reads at Reed Book Club:  7 
p.m. to discuss the book “Sea Escape” by 
Lynne Griffin.  The meeting will be held 
at Reed Memorial Library, 1733 Route 6, 
Carmel.  Contact 845-225-2439 with any 
questions.

Knitting Class for Kids.  The Brewster 
Public Library is offering a four week 
knitting class for children ages 7 and up 
on Tuesdays, February 7, 14, 21 and 28, 
from 5 p.m.-6 p.m.  Children will learn 
the basics of knitting and apply these 
skills to create fun projects.  All materials 
will be provided.  Class size is limited; 
children should be able to attend all four 
classes.  Registration is required.  For 
more information call 845-279-6421 or 
visit http://tinyurl.com/knittingforkids.
Wednesday, February 8

Marine Corps League Meeting 
Putnam County Detachment 242.  The 
Putnam County Marine Corps League will 
hold its monthly meeting at the Carmel 
VFW Hall, 36 Gleneida Ave. (Rte.52) 
Carmel, NY at 1930.  The first round of 
nominations for Officers will begin at this 
meeting. Our meetings are always held on 
the 2nd Wednesday of each month at the 
VFW Hall. We are always looking for new 
members. If you are a U.S. Marine or FMF 
Corpsmen Veteran, Reservist or on Active 
Duty, we welcome you as a Brother. View 
us at www.putnammcl.com
Friday, February 10   

Teddy Bear Sleepover.   5 p.m. For ages 
3 and older. You are invited to a Teddy 
Bear Sleepover! Wear your pajamas and 
bring your favorite stuffed animal to the 
Library for this wonderful slumber party.  
You and your stuffed animal will enjoy 
stories & a craft.  Registration is required

DIY Storytime Drop in between 10 
a.m. and 3 p.m. to read to your children 
from a selection of picture books and 
use the available craft materials to create 
something together.  Stop by the Youth 
Services desk for more information. 
This month’s theme: Valentine’s Day. To 
register for most programs at Mahopac 
Public Library, call 845-628-2009, ext 100, 
or visit www.mahopaclibrary.org.  You 
must register at the Library for programs 
that require a fee.   

Trivia Night for Adults:  Patterson 
Library, 1167 Rte. 311 Patterson.  7 p.m.  
Enjoy a fun-filled night at another great 
trivia event! Come solo or bring a group 
of friends and play to win great prizes. 
Hudson Valley Trivia will host and bring 
Trivia Night to another level with music 
and questions on the big screen! Ages 
18+ only. Registration Required. Space is 
limited. Kids 8+ play in the main library 

while parents play. Kids 3+ can stay with 
staff for stories and crafts. Kids must 
be registered. To register or for more 
information, visit us online at www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click on calendar 
or call 845-878-6121 x10. Free program.

Quiz Night for Kids:  7 p.m. Hosted 
by Hudson Valley Trivia.  Put your 
knowledge to the test as teams play for 
a chance to win awesome prizes! For 
ages 8+. Registration required. For more 
information or to register contact the 
Patterson Library at 845-878-6121 x10 or 
go to www.pattersonlibrary.org and click 
Calendar.
Saturday, February 11 

Kent Library Book Cellar Open:  The 
Friends of the Kent Public Library will 
hold it monthly Book Cellar Sale. 10 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. The Book Cellar will now be 
open every second Saturday. The Book 
Nook is open at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent 
Lakes every Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. and on Wednesdays from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. For more info, call 845/225-
8585 or visit www.friendsofkentlibrary.
blogspot.com/

Fun with Chocolate for grades 6-12. 
11 a.m. Create three different chocolate 
treats and customize your own candy box. 
Take home sweet treats for you and your 
valentine. Registration is required. To 
register for most programs at Mahopac 
Public Library, call 845-628-2009, ext 100, 
or visit www.mahopaclibrary.org.  You 
must register at the Library for programs 
that require a fee.   

4th Annual Philipstown Winter 
Carnival hours will be staggered between 
the sites to allow attendees more time 
to enjoy the activities at Winter Hill 
(20 Nazareth Way) and Philipstown 
Recreation Center (107 Glenclyffe 
Drive) the day will begin at Winter Hill 
at 1 p.m. where planned family-friendly 
activities include sledding, ice sculpture 
demonstration, indoor children’s 
entertainment and more. The lights will 
go on at the Philipstown Recreation 
Center at 4:00pm for nighttime ice 
skating, an indoor screening of Cool 
Runnings, and other surprises. Please 
visit philipstownwintercarnival.com for 
more information. Those wishing more 
information may contact the Hudson 
Highlands Land Trust at 845-424-3358 or 
visit www.hhlt.org.
Sunday, February 12

FrOGS’ Annual Meeting: Why 
the Great Swamp is So Great: 2 p.m.  
Presentation featuring a talk about the 
Great Swamp Quilt by those who designed 
it, and our new video, narrated by James 
Earl Jones. Free and open to the public. 
Location: Patterson Library Community 
Room, Route 311, Patterson.

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com

the same menu with a la carte pricing. 
Entrées: lobster pappardelle or prime rib 
with Yorkshire pudding. Desserts include 
berries in a chocolate box.

The Seafood Grill (Armonk). Newly 
opened. Will serve prix-fixe menu to be 
determined.

Tarry Tavern (Tarrytown).  Candlelit 
room. Veal sweetbreads with wild 
mushroom ragout, braised short rib, and 
beef tenderloin. Chocolate truffles and 
chocolate-covered strawberries ($55). 

Thyme (Yorktown Heights). Entrées: 
Murray’s French cut chicken breast, 
Berkshire double-cut pork chop and 
Meyer Ranch-aged ribeye. Dessert: 
Moscato poached pears or raspberry rice 
pudding. Complementary champagne 
and chocolate roses for the ladies ($90).

Toasted Barrel (Tarrytown). Menu 
includes complementary bottle of house 
champagne (can be upgraded for $15). 
All appetizers accompanied by salad. 

Appetizers include lobster tail. Entrées: 
lamb chops, red snapper and filet mignon 
($85).

Trattoria Vivolo (Harrison). Specials 
plus Cacciucco di Mare (lobster tail. 
shrimp, vongole, mussels and more.)

Valley Restaurant (Garrison). Closed 
on Feb. 14. Prix-fixe $89 menu on Feb. 
10-11 will offer poached shrimp cocktail, 
East Coast oysters with American caviar, 
Nantucket Bay scallops, Long Island duck 
with foie gras and dessert taster.

Vue (Peekskill). Four-course meal 
($69 per couple). Entrées: Diver scallops, 
seafood paella risotto, duck confit 
and 14-ounce ribeye pan seared with 
crumbled gorgonzola. Dessert choice: 
Bourbon creme brûlée or chocolate pot 
de creme.

Westchester Broadway Theatre 
(Elmsford). Dinner and performance of 
The Piano Men.

Zuppa (Yonkers). Three-course meals 
($70). Complementary glass of prosecco.

Restaurants With Special 
Valentine’s Day Dining Deals
continued from page 14
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ADOPTION
Fun Crazy Loving Couple Seeking to 
Adopt Baby. Husband Chef Wife Teach-
er. Top US Schools. Dogs Beach Sun Flip 
Flops. 631-432-5591 or www.debraandjef-
freyadopt.com

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AAR-
ON AT 914-654-1683

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver Coins, 
Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics Etc., Call 

Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

CONSTRUCTION
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS start-
ing at $199 Installed. Senior/Veterans 
discount on all Energy Star windows.  
Family owned 40yrs. BBB+ Member. 
Lifetime warranty on all windows. Ron 
1(844)835-1180.

FINANCIAL
CONVENTIONAL & BANK RATE FI-
NANCING, Fix’n Flips, Hard-Bridge 
Loans, No Documents-Stated Income 
Programs, $100K-$100 Million, Pur-
chase-Refinance, SFH-1-4, Multi-family, 
Mixed Use, Commercial, 888-565-9477

FOR RENT
3BR APARTMENT IN CHAPPAQUA 
SCHOOLS. Fully renovated with new 
kitchen, appliances, bathroom. Washer 
and dryer in unit.  Off-street parking in-
cluded- $2,500.   ALSO 4 GARAGES, 
OPEN BAYS - $800 (OR $250 EACH). 
- 917-328-2420

HEALTH
IF YOU HAD HIP OR KNEE REPLACE-
MENT SURGERY AND SUFFERED AN 
INFECTION between 2010 and the pres-
ent time, you may be entitled to compen-

sation. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

HELP WANTED
STYLIST WANTED, MAN OR WOM-
AN, Following preferred, for a growing 
salon in Katonah.  914-232-5201

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

LAWN AND GARDEN
PRIVACY HEDGES! 3Ft: ARBORVI-
TAE, Limited Supply! Regularly $49.95, 
now only $12.95!, Also Apple, White 
Birch, Cherry, Blue Spruce, Forsythia: 
$7.99 each, FREE DELIVERY!! 844-592-
3327, www.GrandIsleFarm.com

LEGAL NOTICES
75 HILLSIDE AVENUE, LLC FILED 
AN ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 
with the NYS Dept. of State on 12-9-16.  
The office of the LLC is located in West-
chester County.  The NY Secretary of State 
has been designated as the agent upon 
whom process may be served.  NYSS may 
mail a copy of any process to the LLC at: 
John Credaroli, 2 Columbus Avenue, 
Valhalla, NY 10595.  Purpose: Any law-
ful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF TAX-
SOLUTION4EXPATS.COM, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 11/14/2016.Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Seung Yup Kang, 27 Overlook 
street, Mount Vernon, New York 10552. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HARD-
CORE REALTY LLC FILED WITH 
SSNY ON 12/6/16.  Office in Westches-
ter County.  SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 829 Franklin Avenue, Thorn-

wood NY 10594.  Purpose:  any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF WOL-
VERINE SECURITY LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 
09/26/2016.  Office loc: Westchester. SSNY 
designated as agent upon whom process 
against it may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
373 Downing Dr., Yorktown Heights, 
NY 10598. Purpose: Security Business.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LEARN-
ING ANALYTICS GROUP, LLC. Arts of 
Org filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 03/07/2011. Office loc: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent upon whom 
process may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
2435 Pinetree Pl Yorktown Hts, NY 
10598 Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF STONE 
HOME INSPECTIONS, LLC. Filed 
with SSNY on January 3, 2017. Office in 
Westchester. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC. upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to Lisa 
Stone 2245 Mark Rd., Yorktown Heights 
NY, 10598. Purpose: Any lawful pur-
pose.

NOTICE OF THE FORMATION OF: 
HALITE GROUP, LLC.  ART OF ORG. 
filed with SSNY on 12/30/16.  Office lo-
cation: Westchester.  SSNY designated 
as agent upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process: 
156 Great Oak Lane, Pleasantville, NY  
10570.  Purpose: any lawful acts. Pro-
vides management consulting services. 

NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION OF 
BEVERAGE MANAGEMENT SER-
VICES LLC, a foreign limited liability 
company (“LLC”) Cert. of Authority filed 
with Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 
12/14/16. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served, SSNY shall mail process to: David 

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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B. Petshaft, P.C. 222 Bloomingdale Rd, 
Ste 116, White Plains, NY 10605. Pur-
pose: any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: RAY 
BLUE MUSIC, LLC. Articles of or-
ganization filed with NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) on 11/29/16. Office in Westches-
ter County, SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 107  
Armstrong Avenue, Peekskill, NY 
10566, which is also the principal  

business location. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE G ELITE SPORTS 
AND FITNESS, LLC. Art. of Org. filed 
with the SSNY on 12/22/16, with an exis-
tence date of 01/01/2017. Office: Putnam 
County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
the LLC, 39 Hilltop Dr., Mahopac, NY 
10541. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

MODULAR CONSTRUCTION
EINSTEIN MODULAR CONSTRUC-
TION- WHOLESALE FACTORY DI-
RECT PRICING. VISIT WWW.EIN-
STEINMODULARCONSTRUCTION.
COM TO VIEW PLANS AND INVOIC-
ES. WE WILL BUILD ANY PLAN. 845-
734*EMC2(3622)

REAL ESTATE
LENDER ORDERED SALE! 39 acres- 
$89,900. Assessed for $96,000! Pay CASH 
and pay just $84,900! Catskill Mtn Setting 
w/views, woods, spring, stonewalls! Stun-
ning land! Financing avail! Call 888-479-
3394 NewYorkLandandLakes.com
JUST REPOSSESSED! 21 acres- $39,900. 
Orig sold for $49,900! Fields, woods, ex-
ceptional views! Just off The Thruway! 30 
mins to Albany! Terms avail. Call 888-
905-8847

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
Sebastian, Florida (East Coast) Beach 
Cove is an Age Restricted Community 

where friends are easily made. Sebastian 
is an Old Florida fishing village with a 
quaint atmosphere yet excellent medical 
facilities, shopping and restaurants. Direct 
flights from Newark to Vero Beach. New 
manufactured homes from 89,900. 772-
581-0080; www.beach-cove.com.

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 

To Place a Classified 
Ad Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail 
classifieds@

theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

Crossword Answers
He has recorded with Lady Gaga and Tony 
Bennet. Zubrycki has also performed as 
Concertmaster for the New York Choral 
Society at Carnegie Hall, Encores! at City 
Center, the Northeastern Pennsylvania 
Philharmonic and for Pope Francis at St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral. In Brewster, Zubrycki 
serves as President for the Town of 
Southeast Cultural Arts Coalition, where 
he is director for the Concerts Around 
the Corner series at the Studio Around 
the Corner. TOSCAC’s mission includes 
renovating and reopening the Old Town 
Hall Theater on Main Street in Brewster, 
creating a vibrant cultural centerpiece for 
our region. Putnam County EDC looks 
forward to working with Zubrycki and his 
talents as an artist to drive an economic 
vitality in the sector of arts to Putnam 
County.

The Putnam County Economic 
Development Corporation acts as the 
primary facilitator connecting local 
resources with opportunities to deliver 
economic growth. We work to cultivate 
and expand existing business as well 
as promote commercial real estate to 
attract new business. We market county 
assets such as proximity to New York 

City, its Metro North transit links, its 
infrastructure and highly skilled work 
force. We advocate for development 
projects among municipalities and 
planning boards to ensure the growth of 
our county’s tax base. We educate and 
assist local nonprofits, small businesses 
and municipalities with incentive and 
grant programs from New York State, 
utility companies and other funding 
sources. We strive for balanced growth 
throughout the county to meet the needs 
of our broad audience.

Putnam EDC Welcomes New 
Board Directors
continued from page 12
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook
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Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49

  February 7 - February 13, 2017                                                                                                        SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                                                                                                  SPORTS SECTION

Brewster sophomore G Maggie DePaoli (3) runs the lane in the Bears’ 61-27 League II-C loss to state-ranked (No.14) host Somers and senior F Faith Anne Ferguson (12), who celebrated an undefeated 
league title last Friday night and will enter the Section 1 Class A tournament as the favorites to win the first-ever title... see Girls’ Hoops Notebook
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Along 
Came 

DePaoli!
Brewster Sent 

Packing in 
Loss to Mighty 

Somers
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

In my best Dave Johnson impersonation 
(the sportscaster best known for his work 
in horse racing): “And down the stretch 
they come!” As we head out of the three-
quarter turn and in to the final stretch, 
the Section 1 hoops circuit is as frenzied 
as ever, with four of the five classifications 
up for grabs, and marginal optimism for 
sectional championships in and about the 
Northern Westchester/Putnam region. 
It’ll be a major undertaking for any of the 
locals this season.

Class AA Mount Vernon, even in a year 
when the mighty, state-ranked (No.19) 
Knights are not looked upon as unbeatable 
and premier by their standards, are 
still the clear favorites; with likely No.2 
Spring Valley and No.3 New Rochelle 
right behind. Yorktown (13-5), currently 
seeded seventh, might get a look at New 
Ro’ in the second round, but there isn’t 
another Class AA team from our neck of 
the woods that can remotely hang with the 
top dogs in AA, including potential No.16 
seed Carmel (7-11), as well as Mahopac 
(3-15) or Ossining (4-14), who will be 
hard-pressed to crack the field of 16, much 
less win a playoff game.

Class A is not as clear-cut, despite the 
fact that state-ranked (No.1) Byram Hills 
(17-1) and No.3 Tappan Zee (17-0) are 
clearly two of the best Class A teams in the 
state. Both have proven to be the distinct 
favorites and their ridiculously driven 
fan bases will only make them tougher 
to beat in the post season. However, 
Rye and Saunders pushed Byram to the 
limit, and TZ has gone to the brink with 
Albertus Magnus, Hen Hud and Nanuet. 
It’s not bloody likely, but both can be 
had, particularly if Saunders, a Class AA 
semifinalist last year, is as good as Bulldog 
Coach Anthony Nicodemo believes.  

Class B is flat-out up for grabs, with 
potential No.6 seed Croton-Harmon (11-
5) staring down the barrel of a potential 
opening-round game against likely No.10 
Putnam Valley (7-9). Defending champion 
Briarcliff (14-4), enters as the favorites to 
repeat; despite not being as strong as the 
Bears were last season. 

Below is a class-by-class look at 
prospective local matchups and what not 
based on current seeds, which are subject 
to change over the course of the next week.
CLASS AA

YORKTOWN Coach Kevin Downes: 
All he does is win. When he was at 
Mahopac, all he did was produce an 
unprecedented four-straight Class AA 
Final 4 appearances and one infamous 

title tilt with Mount Vernon, which led to 
his bolting Mahopac for Yorktown.

Now, at Yorktown, all he does is continue 
to win, amassing a 13-5 overall record 
(5-2 league) while having the Huskers in 
position to share the League I-C title after 
Yorktown knocked off host Fox Lane, 59-
53, last Friday night. 

“I’m really proud of this group.,” 
Downes said of the Huskers, who might 
host current No.10 Mamaroneck (8-9) in 
the opening round should the seeds hold 
true. “We lost three in a row and they could 
have packed it in but they didn't. Even 
the games we lost we could have won but 
made some crucial mistakes. They stayed 
the course kept working hard and turned 
it around.  We have great leadership and 
a group that just works hard and roots 

for each other. They are a lot of fun to be 
around.

“You know I take nothing for granted,” 
the coach added, “but if we beat Portchester 
we will be co-league champs. That hasn't 
happened at Yorktown for a long time. I 
would say maybe 07-08 or longer. It would 
be a great accomplishment, considering 
the injury to Tanner and our overall 
inexperience. If we can accomplish that, 
great! We just hope for a good seed come 
playoffs. I know we’ll play hard.”

Point guard Sol Barer had one of his 
finest outings against the Foxes. The senior 
dropped 19 points, collared five rebounds 
and dished five assists. Senior F Kyle Casey 
was a force in the paint with 13 points, six 
boards and four blocks. G James Lundberg 
had 12 points for the Huskers, who settled 

for a split of the league title they believe 
they should own outright (ain’t a dude on 
the squad who thinks otherwise).

Yorktown also had a 49-34 win over 
Greeley last Wednesday, in which Sol Barer 
had 10 points and seven boards. Husker 
F Kyle Casey and G Marc Spinelli both 
chipped in 10 apiece. Yorktown sparked 
some concern for about a week, senior F 
Tanner Dyslin went down with an ankle 
injury, but with a healthy Dyslin back in 
the fold Yorktown looks good again, and 
with everyone back to their respective 
roles the Huskers are peaking at the right 
time, despite Saturday’s 54-45 loss to RCK.

“It does seem like we've been hitting our 
stride lately for many reasons,” Spinelli 
said. “People like Cam (Cuparo), Michael 
(Broder) and Kyle stepping up lately 
has made it a lot easier for us to execute 
and play the way we want. The veteran 
leadership from our captains, Sol, Matt 
(Severino) and Tanner has also been a big 
reason for our success this season.”

Currently at No.16 CARMEL, would 
have to beat No.17 John Jay EF in the 
outbracket before tipping off against No.1 
Mount Vernon in the opening round. Nice 
draw! No.20 MAHOPAC would need to 
upset No.13 Horace Greeley before facing 
No.4 Fox Lane in the opening round, 
which seems a better draw than Carmel 
got. No.18 OSSINING would need an 
outbracket win over No.15 Suffern before 
seeing No.2 Spring Valley.
CLASS A

Perhaps no team in Section 1 is as 
improved as Class A PEEKSKILL this 
season. After slogging through a two-
win 2016 campaign, Coach Tim Turner’s 
Red Devils have gone 12-5 this year after 
sweeping HEN HUD in a 71-62 triumph 
last Wednesday. Peekskill was sporting the 
No.7 seed as of press time, possibly pitting 
them against potential No.10 Roosevelt in 
the opening round of sectionals.  

“The boys are finally focused and 
committed, on and off the court, to 
putting this program back on the map,” 
Coach Turner said.

Peekskill junior swingman C.J. Redd 
had 20 points and eight assists in one of 
his best outings of the season against the 
vexing Sailors, losers in seven of the last 
eight. Point guard Shion Darby added 19 
and Amadou Traore scored 13 for the Red 
Devils, who look the part of a potential 
Final 4 contender for the first time since 
2013.

No matter what happens in the post 
season, ya gotta feel good for Redd, who 
came aboard as a freshman and stuck it 
out through thick and thin. Winning feels 
good, he admitted, as the Red Devils were 
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Yorktown senior captain Matt Severino gets to the iron in Huskers’ win over Greeley on Senior Night 
last Thursday.

Surging Yorktown Snags Share of I-C League Title
Speculations Abounds as Playoff Seeds Start to Focus

preparing to win the League II-E title this 
Friday against visiting Lourdes (12-5, 
5-2), who lost to Sleepy Hollow last week 
and opened the door for the Red Devils 
(5-2 in II-E). 

“It brings us 
together,” Redd 
said. “When we're 
winning, it gives us 
the drive to work 
harder, as opposed 
to the last few years 
when we were getting 
frustrated because 
we were working 
hard and seeing little 
results. Now, it's 
more of going into 
every game mentally 
prepared and focusing 
on executing; because 
we're seeing that if 
everybody executes, 
we're a tough team to 
beat.”

SOMERS (10-
8) could still be a 
tough out for some 
unsuspecting souls, 
provided the Tuskers, 
currently a 11-seed, 
get healthy. Somers 
is looking at potential 
suitors such as 
No.4 Lourdes, No.5 
Saunders or No.6 
Magnus, none of 
which would be an 
easy out on the road.

Somers made a move to improve its 
seed in Saturday’s 65-60 win over Class 
AA host Mahopac where junior sniper 
Lorenzo Bicknese dropped a game-high 

22 points.
No.15 PANAS 

(9-10), No.16 HEN 
HUD (7-10), No.23 
LAKELAND (6-
11) and No.24 
BREWSTER (5-12) 
will likely have to 
go the out-bracket 
route to crack the 
field of 16, provided 
they qualify.

Streaky Panas 
should do so, 
having won its third 
in a row, a 49-45 
win over Brewster 
Saturday night. 
Panther F Brandon 
Ramos had 17 to 
lead all scorers.
CLASS B/C

C R O T O N -
HARMON led 
Valhalla, 26-21, at 
halftime, but came 
unglued defensively 
in the second half 
of a 64-50 loss 
last Thursday, 
eliminating Croton 
(11-4, 4-3) from 

league title contention. The Tigers needed 
Briarcliff to fall apart down the stretch, 
which isn’t likely, considering the Bears 
did the Tigers in on Saturday, 60-47. Now, 
the Tigers are looking at a more difficult 
opening-round foe, which could turn out 
to be Put Valley.

Senior point guard Charlie Goldenberg 
did his thing (24 points, 6 boards) against 
the Bears, but it wasn’t enough. Goldy also 
dropped a team-high 18 points in the loss 
to Valhalla. Freshman Sean Macarchuk 
went for a dozen against the Vikings while 
senior G Rory Parker added 12. Parker 
also had 13 against Briarcliff, which 
clinched their third straight league title.

“They are so deep, experienced, and 
talented,” Croton Coach Ben Martucci 
said. “What continues to separate them 
from the rest of the league, and the rest 
of Class B as a whole, is their depth. 
Beating a team that has that much talent 
continuously coming off the bench is a 
tall order. Hats off to them, and to Coach 
Moffett.”

PUTNAM VALLEY is clearly ahead 
of schedule. The goals for the 2017 
campaign have changed after the Tigers 
(7-9), currently seeded No.11, have reeled 
off victories against state-ranked Class C 
power North Salem and Class A Brewster. 
Coach Mike McDonnell’s original goal 
for the youthful Tigers, who start four 
sophomores and won’t lose a central 
figure to graduation, was to make the 
playoffs. But budding 6’1” sophomore 
Darnel Shillingford, who pairs with 6’3” 
classmate TJ Brescia to form what will be 
a dirty front-court duo, admitted that’s no 
longer the case.

“We think we’re better than that, so 
we’re not settling for just making the 
playoffs anymore,” he said, while agreeing 
that a fifth-straight Final 4 County Center 
appearance is the big-picture goal.

Croton manhandled the Tigers in a 

41-23 rout just before Christmas; in what 
was clearly PV’s low-water moment. Both 
teams have improved since then, and we’d 
suspect a knock-down, drag-out battle in 
Croton’s Tigertown; one can only hope.

HALDANE (7-9, 1-3), the two-time 
defending Class C champs, are staring at 
a potential No.5 seed, despite consecutive 
recent wins over Pawling and Irvington, 
which was a nice win for the Blue Devils. 
Haldane will really need to turn it around 
if it is going to knock off No.1 North 
Salem, whom they’ve lost to twice, No.3 
Schechter and scrappy No.2 Tuckahoe, 
winners in 12 of the last 13, in order  
three-peat. 
PUTNAM/NWE FAB FIVE HOOPS POLL

(if the playoffs started today version)
No.1 YORKTOWN – Looks like Class 

AA Huskers would need to need to beat 
either New Ro or Spring Valley to reach 
Final 4, unless they can get to No.5 seed, 
which would lighten the load to County 
Center.

No.2 PEEKSKILL – Class A Red Devils 
need to find a way to No.6 seed to avoid 
quarterfinal tilt with defending champion 
Byram Hills, who they should see if they 
get No.7.

No.3 SOMERS – Class A Tuskers would 
have to go through Magnus and Rye to 
get to County Center, which is doable if 
they are healthy and care at all about a 
legacy that might include NYS football 
and soccer titles, plus a Final 4 hoops 
appearance at County Center.

No.4 CROTON – Class B Tigers, should 
they see Put Valley in opening round, 
better understand that they will be facing 
a much-improved team in the playoffs. I 
know where I’ll be if this matchup pans 
out.

No.5 HEN HUD – Class A Sailors best 
find their swag switch and flip it on if they 
plan on upsetting top seeds Tappan Zee or 
Byram in first round.  

Lakeland G John Mule’ attacks rack in Hornets’ 84-75 loss to visiting 
Beacon last Saturday. 

Rory Parker (L) and the Croton Tigers just might get a playoff  visit from 
Darnel Shillingford and the Put Valley Tigers.

Five Huskers defend the rim, including shot-swatting Kyle Casey, in Yorktown’s win Senior Night win over 
visiting Horace Greeley last Thursday.
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

In my best Dave Johnson impersonation 
(the sportscaster best known for his work 
in horse racing): “And down the stretch 
they come!” As we head out of the three-
quarter turn and in to the final stretch, 
the Section 1 hoops circuit is as frenzied 
as ever, with four of the five classifications 
up for grabs, and marginal optimism for 
sectional championships in and about the 
Northern Westchester/Putnam region. 
It’ll be a major undertaking for any of the 
locals this season.

Class AA Mount Vernon, even in a year 
when the mighty, state-ranked (No.19) 
Knights are not looked upon as unbeatable 
and premier by their standards, are 
still the clear favorites; with likely No.2 
Spring Valley and No.3 New Rochelle 
right behind. Yorktown (13-5), currently 
seeded seventh, might get a look at New 
Ro’ in the second round, but there isn’t 
another Class AA team from our neck of 
the woods that can remotely hang with the 
top dogs in AA, including potential No.16 
seed Carmel (7-11), as well as Mahopac 
(3-15) or Ossining (4-14), who will be 
hard-pressed to crack the field of 16, much 
less win a playoff game.

Class A is not as clear-cut, despite the 
fact that state-ranked (No.1) Byram Hills 
(17-1) and No.3 Tappan Zee (17-0) are 
clearly two of the best Class A teams in the 
state. Both have proven to be the distinct 
favorites and their ridiculously driven 
fan bases will only make them tougher 
to beat in the post season. However, 
Rye and Saunders pushed Byram to the 
limit, and TZ has gone to the brink with 
Albertus Magnus, Hen Hud and Nanuet. 
It’s not bloody likely, but both can be 
had, particularly if Saunders, a Class AA 
semifinalist last year, is as good as Bulldog 
Coach Anthony Nicodemo believes.  

Class B is flat-out up for grabs, with 
potential No.6 seed Croton-Harmon (11-
5) staring down the barrel of a potential 
opening-round game against likely No.10 
Putnam Valley (7-9). Defending champion 
Briarcliff (14-4), enters as the favorites to 
repeat; despite not being as strong as the 
Bears were last season. 

Below is a class-by-class look at 
prospective local matchups and what not 
based on current seeds, which are subject 
to change over the course of the next week.
CLASS AA

YORKTOWN Coach Kevin Downes: 
All he does is win. When he was at 
Mahopac, all he did was produce an 
unprecedented four-straight Class AA 
Final 4 appearances and one infamous 

title tilt with Mount Vernon, which led to 
his bolting Mahopac for Yorktown.

Now, at Yorktown, all he does is continue 
to win, amassing a 13-5 overall record 
(5-2 league) while having the Huskers in 
position to share the League I-C title after 
Yorktown knocked off host Fox Lane, 59-
53, last Friday night. 

“I’m really proud of this group.,” 
Downes said of the Huskers, who might 
host current No.10 Mamaroneck (8-9) in 
the opening round should the seeds hold 
true. “We lost three in a row and they could 
have packed it in but they didn't. Even 
the games we lost we could have won but 
made some crucial mistakes. They stayed 
the course kept working hard and turned 
it around.  We have great leadership and 
a group that just works hard and roots 

for each other. They are a lot of fun to be 
around.

“You know I take nothing for granted,” 
the coach added, “but if we beat Portchester 
we will be co-league champs. That hasn't 
happened at Yorktown for a long time. I 
would say maybe 07-08 or longer. It would 
be a great accomplishment, considering 
the injury to Tanner and our overall 
inexperience. If we can accomplish that, 
great! We just hope for a good seed come 
playoffs. I know we’ll play hard.”

Point guard Sol Barer had one of his 
finest outings against the Foxes. The senior 
dropped 19 points, collared five rebounds 
and dished five assists. Senior F Kyle Casey 
was a force in the paint with 13 points, six 
boards and four blocks. G James Lundberg 
had 12 points for the Huskers, who settled 

for a split of the league title they believe 
they should own outright (ain’t a dude on 
the squad who thinks otherwise).

Yorktown also had a 49-34 win over 
Greeley last Wednesday, in which Sol Barer 
had 10 points and seven boards. Husker 
F Kyle Casey and G Marc Spinelli both 
chipped in 10 apiece. Yorktown sparked 
some concern for about a week, senior F 
Tanner Dyslin went down with an ankle 
injury, but with a healthy Dyslin back in 
the fold Yorktown looks good again, and 
with everyone back to their respective 
roles the Huskers are peaking at the right 
time, despite Saturday’s 54-45 loss to RCK.

“It does seem like we've been hitting our 
stride lately for many reasons,” Spinelli 
said. “People like Cam (Cuparo), Michael 
(Broder) and Kyle stepping up lately 
has made it a lot easier for us to execute 
and play the way we want. The veteran 
leadership from our captains, Sol, Matt 
(Severino) and Tanner has also been a big 
reason for our success this season.”

Currently at No.16 CARMEL, would 
have to beat No.17 John Jay EF in the 
outbracket before tipping off against No.1 
Mount Vernon in the opening round. Nice 
draw! No.20 MAHOPAC would need to 
upset No.13 Horace Greeley before facing 
No.4 Fox Lane in the opening round, 
which seems a better draw than Carmel 
got. No.18 OSSINING would need an 
outbracket win over No.15 Suffern before 
seeing No.2 Spring Valley.
CLASS A

Perhaps no team in Section 1 is as 
improved as Class A PEEKSKILL this 
season. After slogging through a two-
win 2016 campaign, Coach Tim Turner’s 
Red Devils have gone 12-5 this year after 
sweeping HEN HUD in a 71-62 triumph 
last Wednesday. Peekskill was sporting the 
No.7 seed as of press time, possibly pitting 
them against potential No.10 Roosevelt in 
the opening round of sectionals.  

“The boys are finally focused and 
committed, on and off the court, to 
putting this program back on the map,” 
Coach Turner said.

Peekskill junior swingman C.J. Redd 
had 20 points and eight assists in one of 
his best outings of the season against the 
vexing Sailors, losers in seven of the last 
eight. Point guard Shion Darby added 19 
and Amadou Traore scored 13 for the Red 
Devils, who look the part of a potential 
Final 4 contender for the first time since 
2013.

No matter what happens in the post 
season, ya gotta feel good for Redd, who 
came aboard as a freshman and stuck it 
out through thick and thin. Winning feels 
good, he admitted, as the Red Devils were 
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Yorktown senior captain Matt Severino gets to the iron in Huskers’ win over Greeley on Senior Night 
last Thursday.

Surging Yorktown Snags Share of I-C League Title
Speculations Abounds as Playoff Seeds Start to Focus

preparing to win the League II-E title this 
Friday against visiting Lourdes (12-5, 
5-2), who lost to Sleepy Hollow last week 
and opened the door for the Red Devils 
(5-2 in II-E). 

“It brings us 
together,” Redd 
said. “When we're 
winning, it gives us 
the drive to work 
harder, as opposed 
to the last few years 
when we were getting 
frustrated because 
we were working 
hard and seeing little 
results. Now, it's 
more of going into 
every game mentally 
prepared and focusing 
on executing; because 
we're seeing that if 
everybody executes, 
we're a tough team to 
beat.”

SOMERS (10-
8) could still be a 
tough out for some 
unsuspecting souls, 
provided the Tuskers, 
currently a 11-seed, 
get healthy. Somers 
is looking at potential 
suitors such as 
No.4 Lourdes, No.5 
Saunders or No.6 
Magnus, none of 
which would be an 
easy out on the road.

Somers made a move to improve its 
seed in Saturday’s 65-60 win over Class 
AA host Mahopac where junior sniper 
Lorenzo Bicknese dropped a game-high 

22 points.
No.15 PANAS 

(9-10), No.16 HEN 
HUD (7-10), No.23 
LAKELAND (6-
11) and No.24 
BREWSTER (5-12) 
will likely have to 
go the out-bracket 
route to crack the 
field of 16, provided 
they qualify.

Streaky Panas 
should do so, 
having won its third 
in a row, a 49-45 
win over Brewster 
Saturday night. 
Panther F Brandon 
Ramos had 17 to 
lead all scorers.
CLASS B/C

C R O T O N -
HARMON led 
Valhalla, 26-21, at 
halftime, but came 
unglued defensively 
in the second half 
of a 64-50 loss 
last Thursday, 
eliminating Croton 
(11-4, 4-3) from 

league title contention. The Tigers needed 
Briarcliff to fall apart down the stretch, 
which isn’t likely, considering the Bears 
did the Tigers in on Saturday, 60-47. Now, 
the Tigers are looking at a more difficult 
opening-round foe, which could turn out 
to be Put Valley.

Senior point guard Charlie Goldenberg 
did his thing (24 points, 6 boards) against 
the Bears, but it wasn’t enough. Goldy also 
dropped a team-high 18 points in the loss 
to Valhalla. Freshman Sean Macarchuk 
went for a dozen against the Vikings while 
senior G Rory Parker added 12. Parker 
also had 13 against Briarcliff, which 
clinched their third straight league title.

“They are so deep, experienced, and 
talented,” Croton Coach Ben Martucci 
said. “What continues to separate them 
from the rest of the league, and the rest 
of Class B as a whole, is their depth. 
Beating a team that has that much talent 
continuously coming off the bench is a 
tall order. Hats off to them, and to Coach 
Moffett.”

PUTNAM VALLEY is clearly ahead 
of schedule. The goals for the 2017 
campaign have changed after the Tigers 
(7-9), currently seeded No.11, have reeled 
off victories against state-ranked Class C 
power North Salem and Class A Brewster. 
Coach Mike McDonnell’s original goal 
for the youthful Tigers, who start four 
sophomores and won’t lose a central 
figure to graduation, was to make the 
playoffs. But budding 6’1” sophomore 
Darnel Shillingford, who pairs with 6’3” 
classmate TJ Brescia to form what will be 
a dirty front-court duo, admitted that’s no 
longer the case.

“We think we’re better than that, so 
we’re not settling for just making the 
playoffs anymore,” he said, while agreeing 
that a fifth-straight Final 4 County Center 
appearance is the big-picture goal.

Croton manhandled the Tigers in a 

41-23 rout just before Christmas; in what 
was clearly PV’s low-water moment. Both 
teams have improved since then, and we’d 
suspect a knock-down, drag-out battle in 
Croton’s Tigertown; one can only hope.

HALDANE (7-9, 1-3), the two-time 
defending Class C champs, are staring at 
a potential No.5 seed, despite consecutive 
recent wins over Pawling and Irvington, 
which was a nice win for the Blue Devils. 
Haldane will really need to turn it around 
if it is going to knock off No.1 North 
Salem, whom they’ve lost to twice, No.3 
Schechter and scrappy No.2 Tuckahoe, 
winners in 12 of the last 13, in order  
three-peat. 
PUTNAM/NWE FAB FIVE HOOPS POLL

(if the playoffs started today version)
No.1 YORKTOWN – Looks like Class 

AA Huskers would need to need to beat 
either New Ro or Spring Valley to reach 
Final 4, unless they can get to No.5 seed, 
which would lighten the load to County 
Center.

No.2 PEEKSKILL – Class A Red Devils 
need to find a way to No.6 seed to avoid 
quarterfinal tilt with defending champion 
Byram Hills, who they should see if they 
get No.7.

No.3 SOMERS – Class A Tuskers would 
have to go through Magnus and Rye to 
get to County Center, which is doable if 
they are healthy and care at all about a 
legacy that might include NYS football 
and soccer titles, plus a Final 4 hoops 
appearance at County Center.

No.4 CROTON – Class B Tigers, should 
they see Put Valley in opening round, 
better understand that they will be facing 
a much-improved team in the playoffs. I 
know where I’ll be if this matchup pans 
out.

No.5 HEN HUD – Class A Sailors best 
find their swag switch and flip it on if they 
plan on upsetting top seeds Tappan Zee or 
Byram in first round.  

Lakeland G John Mule’ attacks rack in Hornets’ 84-75 loss to visiting 
Beacon last Saturday. 

Rory Parker (L) and the Croton Tigers just might get a playoff  visit from 
Darnel Shillingford and the Put Valley Tigers.

Five Huskers defend the rim, including shot-swatting Kyle Casey, in Yorktown’s win Senior Night win over 
visiting Horace Greeley last Thursday.
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Local Class A Teams Continue to Set Pace; Somers Wins League

Brewster/Yorktown One Win Away from League Title

By Tony Pinciaro
LAKELAND junior Jess Ascencao 

is at her best when under pressure, as 
evidenced by her buzzer-beating shot 
against Peekskill earlier this season.

“When I hit the buzzer-beater against 
Peekskill, it was an amazing

feeling because it was a really tough 
game,” Ascencao said. “We were down 
and had to come back at the end.”

Showing that it was not a one-time 
thing, Ascencao was at it again this week; 
this time, against Class AA power Mount 
Vernon.

Ascencao took a pass, drove the ball to 
the basket and converted a layup with five 
seconds remaining in the game, propelling 
Lakeland (12-6) to a 51-49 victory over 
Mount Vernon.

This followed up a 57-50 win over 
intra-district rival WALTER PANAS a 
day earlier. Panas (13-5) would even the 
set with a 54-41 victory later in the week, 
moving up to No.2 in Class A. Lakeland is 
currently the No.5 seed.

Mount Vernon double-teamed Colleen 
Walsh, but Ascencao got open, received 
the pass and went to work.

“Mount Vernon had two girls on 
Colleen and when she got the ball, she saw 
I was open with time running out,” said 
Ascencao, who had eight points. “I knew 
I had to drive in. I was able to stay calm, 
telling myself it was just a normal layup. 
If I made it we could say we beat a really 
good team.

“I couldn’t believe I did it again, but we 
had to stay focused and play good defense 
so they didn’t come back in the last four 
seconds.”

This is the second time, in the past two 

weeks, that Lakeland has executed in the 
final seconds to earn a win.

“In the final seconds we know we can 
do it, and we just have to make it happen,” 
Ascencao said.

Lakeland improved to 12-5 on 
the season and is on path to earn a 
sectional berth, one year after missing 
the postseason.  Ascencao said the team 
learned from its difficult 2015-16 season.

“I think we have been more successful 
this year from last year because we've 
gotten closer as a team, on and off the 
court,” Ascencao said. “And with no 
seniors graduating last year we basically 
have the same team so we're all used to 
playing with each other. Everyone works 
hard in practice and we are all capable of 
having big games without relying on one 
or two players.”

Even though Lakeland is having a 
successful season, Ascencao and her 
teammates know there is more to come.

“Going into playoffs we are all optimistic 
about what we can accomplish,” Ascencao 
said. “We know we will have to work really 
hard and have good games if we want to 
advance.”

Lakeland opened its week with the 
win over Panas as Ascencao led the way 
with 15 points. Colleen Walsh added 11 
points and four steals. Alex Cole went 
6 for 6 in the fourth quarter to seal the 
win. Lakeland coach Miranda Lustig 

credited seniors 
Val Potenza, Krista 
Verrino and Rieley 
Walsh with playing 
exceptionally well.

Potenza paced 
Lakeland with 
13 points against 
Mount Vernon, 
Walsh added 11 
points and Cole 
finished with nine 
points.’

Walsh had 10 
points in the loss to 
Panas.

O S S I N I N G 
(13-5) had an 
u nch ar a c te r i s t i c 
week, going 1-2. The 
six-time reigning 
Section 1 Class AA 
champion Pride had 
consecutive losses 
–Riverdale Baptist 
(Md.), 61-53, and 
Albertus Magnus, 
80-75. The setback 
to Albertus was 
significant in that 
it ended Ossining’s 
streak of 93 
consecutive wins against Section 
1 opponents. Ossining rebounded 
to beat Bergtraum, 64-58 Saturday.

“We didn’t shoot the ball well and they 
did,” said Ossining coach Dan Ricci of 
the Albertus game. “We also need to do 
a better job defensively. Eighty points is 
too much to give up. I explained to the 
girls that the streak is now over and it had 
to end some time. Now, we can focus on 
winning the section.”

Riverdale Baptist outscored Ossining, 
22-7, in the second quarter to take control 
of the game. Andra Espinoza-Hunter 
finished with 28 points and Kailah Harris 
added 13.

Harris followed up with a season-
high 27 points and 16 rebounds against 
Albertus, and Espinoza-Hunter had 21 
points.

Ricci was pleased with the win over 
Bergtraum as Ossining played without 
Harris (minor injury) and Espinoza-
Hunter went out in the third quarter with 
a sprained ankle, according to Ricci.

Kelsey Quain had a season-high 29 
points and Espinoza-Hunter added 23. 
Freshman Adriana McFadden added 
13 points and 12 rebounds and Helen 
Ishmael had a team-best 13 rebounds.

BREWSTER (7-11) had a tough 
week, dropping games to Peekskill, 66-
50, and SOMERS (14-5), the undefeated  
league champions and current top seed in 
Class A.

“Peekskill did a great job of creating 

turnovers and converting for easy buckets 
in the second and third quarters,” Brewster 
coach Mike Castaldo said. “As we always 
do, we battled back and cut the lead to 
eight with 4:26 to go. However, Peekskill 
responded to our run and bumped the 
lead back to 15.

“We are getting in a very bad habit of 
digging ourselves in a whole and not 
having enough time to get out of it. We 
do not play for 32 minutes and with the 
season coming to an end we have to fix 
this problem very quickly.”

Maggie DePaoli led Brewster with a 
game-high 23 points. 

“Somers did an outstanding job of 
making us work for every single shot,” 
Castaldo said. “The first quarter was a 
defensive battle for both teams and neither 
could get in an offensive rhythm. With the 
score 7-6 in favor of Somers, Liv Lipski hit 
a buzzer-beater 3 to push the lead to 10-
6. They then went on to connect on their 
next 5 shots to build a 15-point lead and 
never looked back.

“It was a very frustrating game in the 
fact that we did not stick to our game plan, 
we did not shoot well from the field, and 
we did not convert from the free throw 
line.”

Julia Borsari and DePaoli each had 12 
points.

The win over Brewster enabled Somers 
to win the league with an unblemished 
record (8-0). Somers sniper Liv Lipski 
swished six 3-pointers and led all scorers 
with 23 points on dead-eye shooting.

By Ray Gallagher
The experiment has produced 

regular season results beyond anyone’s 
expectation as the combined Brewster/
Yorktown hockey team improved to 12-2-
2 last week behind a 5-3 win over North 
Rockland Friday and a 3-2 win over 
Somers/North Salem Saturday.

Brew/Town was just a Monday win over 
Horace Greeley from producing a league 
title, which would be quite a conquest 
for two teams that weren’t sure about 
their future as late as October. Yorktown 
sophomore center Connor Sullivan scored 
the game-winning goal against the Sabers, 
redirecting a Sepp Boeschl shot with a 
minute left in the second period at the 
Brewster Ice Arena. Yorktown/Brewster 
is currently looking at a potential No.2/3 

seed in the forthcoming Class A playoffs.
Mahopac (10-5-2), which is currently 

in the 8-9-seed range, salvaged a 4-4 tie 
with Hen Hud/Haldane, the banged-up 
Indians getting goals from Pulice, Bricker, 
O'Shea and McKee. G Peter Siolas is said 
to have stood on his head to keep the 
Indians afloat against a game Hen Hud 
team, who took a 4-3 lead on a goal by 
Mike Harmancin.
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Brewster-Yorktown F Michael Isola (L) and teammates knocked off  North Rockland and Somers last 
weekend.continued on next page
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Brewster’s Julia Borsari is met by Somers’ Dani Cucchiarella in host 
Tuskers’ 61-27 whipping of  Bears Friday night.

Somers G Dani DiCintio fires J in Tuskers’ win over 
Brewster Friday night.

In Somers’ 61-27 win over Brewster Liv Lipski splashed 6 
3’s and scored 23 as Tuskers win 1st undefeated league 
title in history.

“The league championship was one of 
our major goals for the season,” Somers’ 
coach Marc Hattem said. “To win it in 
such a strong league with great players 
and teams is a major accomplishment. 
The girls were really pumped.”

MAHOPAC split two games, opening 
the week with a 54-46 win over Arlington, 
before a 58-45 loss to Clarkstown South. 
Mahopac is now 9-8 this season.

Mahopac trailed Arlington by six at 
halftime, but outscored the Admirals, 33-
19 in the second half.

Claire Felix finished with a game-high 
21 points and Amanda Geyer contributed 
15 points.

Mahopac led Clarkstown South, 16-10, 
after one, however, the Vikings went into 
halftime with a 31-25 lead. Clarkstown 
South closed it out, outscoring the Indians 
by nine points in the final quarter.

“We played well defensively in the 
second half and that was the key to our 
win against Arlington,” Mahopac coach 
Chuck Scozzafava said of the Class AA 
Indians, a current No.12 seed. “Against 
Clarkstown South, we were inconsistent 
after the first quarter on offense and 
defense. We weren’t able to sustain any 
momentum.”

YORKTOWN won twice, dominating 
Rye Neck, 60-22, and Horace Greeley, 56-
36.

The Cornhuskers (10-7), currently 
seeded No.10 in Class AA, received 
contributions from everyone against 
Rye Neck. The well-balanced scoring 
effort was led by Anna Nuccio with eight 

points, Carli Mager and Miranda Walsh 
finished with seven points apiece and 
Caroline Keenaghan and Erin Gray each 
had six points.

Kat Severino almost singlehandedly 
outscored Greeley, finishing with a 
game-high 24 points. Mackenzie Merson 
added 12 points, Alyssa Francese had 
nine points and Emily Metz chipped in 
seven points.

HEN HUD (11-5) began with a 50-46 
victory over PEEKSKILL (8-8) to sweep 
the season set. Beacon would upset Hen 
Hud, 48-44, later in the week.

The Sailors outscored Peekskill, 11-4 
in the third quarter, to take a 38-32 lead. 
Caitlin Weimar led Hen Hud with 13 
points and 12 rebounds, Maria Scalf had 
10 points and Katy Kenny had finished 
with nine points and 10 rebounds. 
Jaelynn Smith collected 11 assists.

Beacon rode a strong first half to the 
victory as the Bulldogs led 25-14 at 
the half. Weimar led with nine points, 
Kenny had eight points and Kamryn 
Sherman added seven points and six 
rebounds.

After beginning with the loss to 
Lakeland, Panas bounced back to take 
the second game in the home-and-home, 
on Senior Night, then rally to a 54-45 
triumph over John Jay-Cross River.

In the loss to Lakeland, eighth-grader 
Kristen Cinquina had a team-leading 12 
points for Panas and Danielle Merante 
and Melissa Keefe each had 10 points.

Panas raced to a 30-13 at the half in the 
second meeting as Kellie Brown finished 
with a game-high 15 points and Cinquina 
added 12 points.

Panas coach Matt Evangelista said the 
Panthers rallied from a third-quarter 

deficit to earn the win. Keefe scored all 
13 of her points in the second half and 
Carlyn Mucci contributed 10 points.

CARMEL (4-15) went 0 for 3, falling 
to John Jay-East Fishkill, John jay-Cross 
River and Arlington.

“The team has been playing with a 
greater degree of consistency, especially 
in the last couple of games,” Carmel coach 
Dan O’Hare said. “Turnovers continue 
to be our main problem, but the team 
has been having balanced scoring led by 
Khadijah Johnson, Emily Schidrick and 
Maria Mazzamuto.”

Somers G Hannah Angelini gets a step along 
the baseline on Brewster’s Kristen Stefanick in 
Tuskers’ 61-27 win over Bears Friday.

Yorktown senior Alyssa Francese splits pair of  
defenders in Huskers’ loss to Fox Lane last Friday.

Somers’ Jackie Penzo pulls up for two in Tuskers’ 
61-27 win over Brewster Friday.
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Brewster/Yorktown One Win Away from League Title

By Tony Pinciaro
LAKELAND junior Jess Ascencao 

is at her best when under pressure, as 
evidenced by her buzzer-beating shot 
against Peekskill earlier this season.

“When I hit the buzzer-beater against 
Peekskill, it was an amazing

feeling because it was a really tough 
game,” Ascencao said. “We were down 
and had to come back at the end.”

Showing that it was not a one-time 
thing, Ascencao was at it again this week; 
this time, against Class AA power Mount 
Vernon.

Ascencao took a pass, drove the ball to 
the basket and converted a layup with five 
seconds remaining in the game, propelling 
Lakeland (12-6) to a 51-49 victory over 
Mount Vernon.

This followed up a 57-50 win over 
intra-district rival WALTER PANAS a 
day earlier. Panas (13-5) would even the 
set with a 54-41 victory later in the week, 
moving up to No.2 in Class A. Lakeland is 
currently the No.5 seed.

Mount Vernon double-teamed Colleen 
Walsh, but Ascencao got open, received 
the pass and went to work.

“Mount Vernon had two girls on 
Colleen and when she got the ball, she saw 
I was open with time running out,” said 
Ascencao, who had eight points. “I knew 
I had to drive in. I was able to stay calm, 
telling myself it was just a normal layup. 
If I made it we could say we beat a really 
good team.

“I couldn’t believe I did it again, but we 
had to stay focused and play good defense 
so they didn’t come back in the last four 
seconds.”

This is the second time, in the past two 

weeks, that Lakeland has executed in the 
final seconds to earn a win.

“In the final seconds we know we can 
do it, and we just have to make it happen,” 
Ascencao said.

Lakeland improved to 12-5 on 
the season and is on path to earn a 
sectional berth, one year after missing 
the postseason.  Ascencao said the team 
learned from its difficult 2015-16 season.

“I think we have been more successful 
this year from last year because we've 
gotten closer as a team, on and off the 
court,” Ascencao said. “And with no 
seniors graduating last year we basically 
have the same team so we're all used to 
playing with each other. Everyone works 
hard in practice and we are all capable of 
having big games without relying on one 
or two players.”

Even though Lakeland is having a 
successful season, Ascencao and her 
teammates know there is more to come.

“Going into playoffs we are all optimistic 
about what we can accomplish,” Ascencao 
said. “We know we will have to work really 
hard and have good games if we want to 
advance.”

Lakeland opened its week with the 
win over Panas as Ascencao led the way 
with 15 points. Colleen Walsh added 11 
points and four steals. Alex Cole went 
6 for 6 in the fourth quarter to seal the 
win. Lakeland coach Miranda Lustig 

credited seniors 
Val Potenza, Krista 
Verrino and Rieley 
Walsh with playing 
exceptionally well.

Potenza paced 
Lakeland with 
13 points against 
Mount Vernon, 
Walsh added 11 
points and Cole 
finished with nine 
points.’

Walsh had 10 
points in the loss to 
Panas.

O S S I N I N G 
(13-5) had an 
u nch ar a c te r i s t i c 
week, going 1-2. The 
six-time reigning 
Section 1 Class AA 
champion Pride had 
consecutive losses 
–Riverdale Baptist 
(Md.), 61-53, and 
Albertus Magnus, 
80-75. The setback 
to Albertus was 
significant in that 
it ended Ossining’s 
streak of 93 
consecutive wins against Section 
1 opponents. Ossining rebounded 
to beat Bergtraum, 64-58 Saturday.

“We didn’t shoot the ball well and they 
did,” said Ossining coach Dan Ricci of 
the Albertus game. “We also need to do 
a better job defensively. Eighty points is 
too much to give up. I explained to the 
girls that the streak is now over and it had 
to end some time. Now, we can focus on 
winning the section.”

Riverdale Baptist outscored Ossining, 
22-7, in the second quarter to take control 
of the game. Andra Espinoza-Hunter 
finished with 28 points and Kailah Harris 
added 13.

Harris followed up with a season-
high 27 points and 16 rebounds against 
Albertus, and Espinoza-Hunter had 21 
points.

Ricci was pleased with the win over 
Bergtraum as Ossining played without 
Harris (minor injury) and Espinoza-
Hunter went out in the third quarter with 
a sprained ankle, according to Ricci.

Kelsey Quain had a season-high 29 
points and Espinoza-Hunter added 23. 
Freshman Adriana McFadden added 
13 points and 12 rebounds and Helen 
Ishmael had a team-best 13 rebounds.

BREWSTER (7-11) had a tough 
week, dropping games to Peekskill, 66-
50, and SOMERS (14-5), the undefeated  
league champions and current top seed in 
Class A.

“Peekskill did a great job of creating 

turnovers and converting for easy buckets 
in the second and third quarters,” Brewster 
coach Mike Castaldo said. “As we always 
do, we battled back and cut the lead to 
eight with 4:26 to go. However, Peekskill 
responded to our run and bumped the 
lead back to 15.

“We are getting in a very bad habit of 
digging ourselves in a whole and not 
having enough time to get out of it. We 
do not play for 32 minutes and with the 
season coming to an end we have to fix 
this problem very quickly.”

Maggie DePaoli led Brewster with a 
game-high 23 points. 

“Somers did an outstanding job of 
making us work for every single shot,” 
Castaldo said. “The first quarter was a 
defensive battle for both teams and neither 
could get in an offensive rhythm. With the 
score 7-6 in favor of Somers, Liv Lipski hit 
a buzzer-beater 3 to push the lead to 10-
6. They then went on to connect on their 
next 5 shots to build a 15-point lead and 
never looked back.

“It was a very frustrating game in the 
fact that we did not stick to our game plan, 
we did not shoot well from the field, and 
we did not convert from the free throw 
line.”

Julia Borsari and DePaoli each had 12 
points.

The win over Brewster enabled Somers 
to win the league with an unblemished 
record (8-0). Somers sniper Liv Lipski 
swished six 3-pointers and led all scorers 
with 23 points on dead-eye shooting.

By Ray Gallagher
The experiment has produced 

regular season results beyond anyone’s 
expectation as the combined Brewster/
Yorktown hockey team improved to 12-2-
2 last week behind a 5-3 win over North 
Rockland Friday and a 3-2 win over 
Somers/North Salem Saturday.

Brew/Town was just a Monday win over 
Horace Greeley from producing a league 
title, which would be quite a conquest 
for two teams that weren’t sure about 
their future as late as October. Yorktown 
sophomore center Connor Sullivan scored 
the game-winning goal against the Sabers, 
redirecting a Sepp Boeschl shot with a 
minute left in the second period at the 
Brewster Ice Arena. Yorktown/Brewster 
is currently looking at a potential No.2/3 

seed in the forthcoming Class A playoffs.
Mahopac (10-5-2), which is currently 

in the 8-9-seed range, salvaged a 4-4 tie 
with Hen Hud/Haldane, the banged-up 
Indians getting goals from Pulice, Bricker, 
O'Shea and McKee. G Peter Siolas is said 
to have stood on his head to keep the 
Indians afloat against a game Hen Hud 
team, who took a 4-3 lead on a goal by 
Mike Harmancin.
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Brewster-Yorktown F Michael Isola (L) and teammates knocked off  North Rockland and Somers last 
weekend.continued on next page
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Local Class A Teams Continue to Set Pace; Somers Wins League
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Brewster’s Julia Borsari is met by Somers’ Dani Cucchiarella in host 
Tuskers’ 61-27 whipping of  Bears Friday night.

Somers G Dani DiCintio fires J in Tuskers’ win over 
Brewster Friday night.

In Somers’ 61-27 win over Brewster Liv Lipski splashed 6 
3’s and scored 23 as Tuskers win 1st undefeated league 
title in history.

“The league championship was one of 
our major goals for the season,” Somers’ 
coach Marc Hattem said. “To win it in 
such a strong league with great players 
and teams is a major accomplishment. 
The girls were really pumped.”

MAHOPAC split two games, opening 
the week with a 54-46 win over Arlington, 
before a 58-45 loss to Clarkstown South. 
Mahopac is now 9-8 this season.

Mahopac trailed Arlington by six at 
halftime, but outscored the Admirals, 33-
19 in the second half.

Claire Felix finished with a game-high 
21 points and Amanda Geyer contributed 
15 points.

Mahopac led Clarkstown South, 16-10, 
after one, however, the Vikings went into 
halftime with a 31-25 lead. Clarkstown 
South closed it out, outscoring the Indians 
by nine points in the final quarter.

“We played well defensively in the 
second half and that was the key to our 
win against Arlington,” Mahopac coach 
Chuck Scozzafava said of the Class AA 
Indians, a current No.12 seed. “Against 
Clarkstown South, we were inconsistent 
after the first quarter on offense and 
defense. We weren’t able to sustain any 
momentum.”

YORKTOWN won twice, dominating 
Rye Neck, 60-22, and Horace Greeley, 56-
36.

The Cornhuskers (10-7), currently 
seeded No.10 in Class AA, received 
contributions from everyone against 
Rye Neck. The well-balanced scoring 
effort was led by Anna Nuccio with eight 

points, Carli Mager and Miranda Walsh 
finished with seven points apiece and 
Caroline Keenaghan and Erin Gray each 
had six points.

Kat Severino almost singlehandedly 
outscored Greeley, finishing with a 
game-high 24 points. Mackenzie Merson 
added 12 points, Alyssa Francese had 
nine points and Emily Metz chipped in 
seven points.

HEN HUD (11-5) began with a 50-46 
victory over PEEKSKILL (8-8) to sweep 
the season set. Beacon would upset Hen 
Hud, 48-44, later in the week.

The Sailors outscored Peekskill, 11-4 
in the third quarter, to take a 38-32 lead. 
Caitlin Weimar led Hen Hud with 13 
points and 12 rebounds, Maria Scalf had 
10 points and Katy Kenny had finished 
with nine points and 10 rebounds. 
Jaelynn Smith collected 11 assists.

Beacon rode a strong first half to the 
victory as the Bulldogs led 25-14 at 
the half. Weimar led with nine points, 
Kenny had eight points and Kamryn 
Sherman added seven points and six 
rebounds.

After beginning with the loss to 
Lakeland, Panas bounced back to take 
the second game in the home-and-home, 
on Senior Night, then rally to a 54-45 
triumph over John Jay-Cross River.

In the loss to Lakeland, eighth-grader 
Kristen Cinquina had a team-leading 12 
points for Panas and Danielle Merante 
and Melissa Keefe each had 10 points.

Panas raced to a 30-13 at the half in the 
second meeting as Kellie Brown finished 
with a game-high 15 points and Cinquina 
added 12 points.

Panas coach Matt Evangelista said the 
Panthers rallied from a third-quarter 

deficit to earn the win. Keefe scored all 
13 of her points in the second half and 
Carlyn Mucci contributed 10 points.

CARMEL (4-15) went 0 for 3, falling 
to John Jay-East Fishkill, John jay-Cross 
River and Arlington.

“The team has been playing with a 
greater degree of consistency, especially 
in the last couple of games,” Carmel coach 
Dan O’Hare said. “Turnovers continue 
to be our main problem, but the team 
has been having balanced scoring led by 
Khadijah Johnson, Emily Schidrick and 
Maria Mazzamuto.”

Somers G Hannah Angelini gets a step along 
the baseline on Brewster’s Kristen Stefanick in 
Tuskers’ 61-27 win over Bears Friday.

Yorktown senior Alyssa Francese splits pair of  
defenders in Huskers’ loss to Fox Lane last Friday.

Somers’ Jackie Penzo pulls up for two in Tuskers’ 
61-27 win over Brewster Friday.
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Much like the Mahopac gymnastics’ team did last year while winning its first Section 1 title since 1996, the Indians will rely on the strong efforts of  junior Callie Johanson, who, last year, won her first Section 1 all-
around title, becoming the first Mahopac gymnast to do so since Kylie Shields in 2008. The Indians are strong contenders to repeat this season behind the all-around exploits of  Johanson, the well-to-do high 80s 
GPA student who is favored to repeat as all-around champion at the upcoming Section 1 meet in late February. She will also defend her vault and balance beam titles in an effort to bolster her rich legacy. “Callie 
is more than capable of  competing at the next level,” Mahopac Coach Vin Collins said of  Johanson, who has been a three-time NYS qualifier while being on the varsity since the 8th grade. “She has the skills, the 
drive and the determination to be one of  the best ever at Mahopac, which she already is. Callie is a tough competitor, who is always looking to improve.” By Ray Gallagher
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Going   Back to Callie!
Mahopac’s 
Johanson:

All-Around 
Sensation


