
By David Propper
Residents and property owners in 

the Town of Carmel can soon expect to 
find out how much they’ll be paying in 
property taxes as the town’s reevaluation 
process comes to a close this month.

Disclosure notices, roughly 13,000 
overall, will be mailed out by March 1 and 
residents and property owners will then 
either accept the new assessment on their 

property or fight it in a bid to lower the 
taxes the town believes they should pay 
each year.

Addressing the town board Wednesday 
night was town assessor Glenn Droese and 
John Wolham of the state’s Department of 
Taxation and Finance. 

“The project is pretty much set in terms 

By David Propper
The former Carmel Police Department 

officer involved in a fatal Mahopac car 
crash in 2015 reached a plea deal with 
the Putnam County District Attorney’s 
Office Wednesday afternoon inside the 
Putnam County Courthouse. 

Ex-cop and former Town of Carmel 
councilman Richard O’Keefe pleaded 
guilty to one count of criminally 
negligent homicide, a class E felony, in 
front of Dutchess County Judge Ned 
McLoughlin who is hearing the case, as 
he awaits sentencing with a court date 
set for April 19. O’Keefe, in a black suit 
and white button down shirt, admitted 
in court that he drove drunk and sped 
the night of the fatal crash. Killed in the 
car crash was Somers school district 
teaching assistant and Mahopac resident 
Frances Ghelarducci, who was in the 
back seat of the car hit by O’Keefe.

The Putnam district attorney’s office 

recommended O’Keefe be sentenced 
to one year in jail inside the Putnam 
County Correctional Facility. The 
maximum sentence for criminally 
negligent homicide is up to four years in 
prison. 

He has been sitting in county jail since 
last month as part of his plea agreement.

In a press release, District Attorney 
Bob Tendy expressed his sympathy to 
the Ghelarducci family and thanked 
them for their continued support.

“This was a very difficult investigation,” 
Tendy said in a statement. 

In a press release issued by the district 
attorney’s office, it stated the New York 
State police investigation revealed 
O’Keefe drove at an excessive rate of 
speed between 52 and 58 miles per hour 
and he had several alcoholic beverages 
resulting in a blood alcohol content of 
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Mahopac Student Musicians 
Perform in All-County Festival 
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On Friday, February 3 and Saturday, February 4, members of  the Mahopac Middle 
School Music Department participated in the (PCMEA)Putnam County Music Educators 
Association All County Music Festival at Henry Wells Middle School in Carmel. Students and 
music teachers Don Flynn, Danielle Stier and Heather Palkewick started rehearsing music 
in the fall in anticipation of  this two-day event. On Friday, the students, including from 
band, chorus and orchestra, met their guest conductors as well as the participants from 
other schools. They rehearsed into the evening and then returned on Saturday morning 
for more rehearsals, culminating with a wonderful concert in the afternoon. PCMEA 7th & 
8th Grade All County Chorus participants from Mahopac Middle School: Back row: Jenna 
Mayer, Zoe Jakaj, Dominique Gagné, Jack Byrnes, Cameron McMillan. Middle row: Andrea 
Settembrini, Megan McCormack, Rebekah Lazar, Veronika Bilinski, Adriana Capri, Victoria 
Pittore, Isabella Dulyk. Front row: Briana Tejada Sanchez, Megan Gallagher, Karen Aguilar, 
Regina Horvath.

Town Wide Reassessment in 
Carmel Nears Conclusion 

O’Keefe Pleads Guilty to Mahopac Crash Involvement 

continued on page 6

continued on page 4A plea deal was reached in the fatal Route 6 crash in 2015.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Town assessor Glenn Droese and NYS regional director for the Department of  Taxation and Finance John 
Wolham at last week’s meeting.
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By David Propper
Granite Mountain in Putnam Valley 

is going to get better use in the coming 
months after it was a purchased for about 
$1 million by a local land trust.

The Hudson Highland Land Trust, 
based in Garrison, bought 3 parcels 
totaling 358 acres of Granite Mountain 
land last month and are now in the 
planning stages of turning it into a 
publicly assessable park. 

“We’re very excited about it,” executive 
director of the Hudson Highland Land 
Trust Michelle Smith, a Cold Spring 
resident, said at a Feb 15 Putnam Valley 
town board meeting.

Smith said the land trust plans to 
conserve and manage it as a park by 
facilitating hiking trails for public use. 
She said the land trust would be open to 
the town and county also coming up with 
ideas for trails. 

Smith said the land trust got 
interested in the property because the 
town comprehensive plan from 2007 
mentions it needs accessible open 
space in the southern part of Putnam 
Valley. The land trust also has its own 
criteria when exploring different pieces 
of land, including how important it is 
to watershed, other natural resources, 
biodiversity and the scenic view. 

The land trust’s mission is conserve 
land so it protects the natural resources 

and the rural character of the Hudson 
highland. This is the first time land will be 
managed by the Hudson Highland Land 
Trust. Previously, any piece of land bought 
was eventually transitioned to another 
entity like New York State Department of 
Conservation. 

Granite Mountain is made up of three 
parcels of land. One of those parcels was 
actually bought with the intent to develop 

it for houses, but it didn’t end up working 
out. That’s when the land trust saw that 
parcel on the market and realized other 
parcels were also available to purchase. 

The land trust has been in existence for 
28 years and in Putnam County, covers 
both Philipstown and Putnam Valley.

“It’s a beautiful area,” Smith said of 
Putnam Valley.

While there is a process to determine 

how Granite Mountain should be 
managed, some plans include making 
sure existing trails are clearly marked and 
access issues are handled so visitors can 
get in and out easily, especially in case on 
an emergency. 

Land stewardship manager for the land 
trust, Nicole Wooten, said there are two 
peaks on the mountain of over 900 feet, 
as well as plenty of forest. Lower there 
are wetlands and streams like Peekskill 
Hollow Brook, which provides drinking 
water to the surrounding region. She 
called it a pristine area.

“It’s a great place,” Wooten said. “There’s 
a lot of biodiversity.”

The Putnam Valley town board was 
excited about the direction Granite 
Mountain was going in. Councilwoman 
Jackie Annabi suggested talking with 
the county’s tourism department and 
economic development corporation. 

Supervisor Sam Oliverio pointed out 
the watershed is important because the 
town relies on it for drinking water. He 
said this would preserve the aquifer that 
is heavily relied on.

“I just think this is a great win-
win,” Oliverio told Smith. “For your 
organization, for Putnam Valley. I applaud 
the Hudson Highland Land Trust for 
moving on this. This is such a great thing 
for our town.”

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Executive director of  the Hudson Highland Land Trust Michelle Smith at the Feb. 15 meeting of  the 
Putnam Valley town board.

Granite Mountain Purchased by Local Land Trust

Q: Do I have pelvic organ prolapse?  
A: This non-life-threatening condition occurs in a 
woman when damage to the connective tissue and 
muscles holding up the vagina, uterus and cervix causes 
these organs to prolapse, or drop, from their normal 
positions. The most common symptom is bulging tissue 
at the opening of the vagina. Some women suffer 
pelvic or back pain.

Q: Why does it occur? 
A: Pelvic organ prolapse is mainly caused by vaginal 
delivery, during which connective tissue and muscles 
are stretched or torn. That’s why a large baby increases 
your risk, as do multiple births. Other risk factors 
include older age and genetic tendency, with white 
women at greater risk. While nearly every woman who 
has delivered vaginally has some degree of pelvic organ 
prolapse, most women aren’t symptomatic. Typically 
detected through a routine manual gynecological 
exam, the condition can become merely intermittent, 
though it usually worsens over time. While bulging 
tissue can usually be pushed back into the vagina, it can 
be uncomfortable and interfere with normal activities. 

Q: What are my treatment options? 
A: Non-surgical remedies include kegel exercises 
for strengthening the pelvic muscles. In addition, a 
pessary – a firmer diaphragm – can be used to hold 
up the dropped organ. Surgery for the condition 
restores the position of the prolapsed organs. While 
it can be performed vaginally or abdominally, the 
vaginal approach is most common. Following surgery, 
there is a 20 percent chance of recurrence, though 
most women enjoy some symptomatic relief. Surgery 
involves an overnight hospital stay, and you’ll likely 
resume your normal routine in two weeks. In choosing 
a surgeon, look for a board-certified gynecologist or 
urogynecologist, or a pelvic surgeon with experience 
in vaginal surgery.   

Q: Can I prevent pelvic organ prolapse?    
A: Maintaining a healthy weight reduces your risk, as 
does not smoking. The good news for women regarding 
this non-dangerous condition: You have time and you 
have many options. So you can calmly research the 
best option for you. 

Women: If You Have Pelvic Organ Prolapse
Discover your many helpful treatment options...

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Ask the Doctor
Elisa E. Burns, MD, FACOG
Gynecological Surgeon
Director of Quality and Outcomes
Institute for Robotic and 
Minimally Invasive Surgery
Northern Westchester Hospital  

Learn more about Dr. Burns, visit 
www.nwhroboticsurgery.org/
DrBurns
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By David Propper
A long term deal was reached 

Wednesday night between the Carmel 
town board and the Carmel Police 
Benevolent Association when town board 
members approved a new memorandum 
of agreement.

The contract with the town’s police 
union starts retroactively on Jan. 1 2015 
and last until Dec. 31, 2021. The town 
board voted unanimously to sign the deal 
during a special voting meeting, with 
Supervisor Kenny Schmitt calling the 
agreement “good news.”

The details of the deal include salaries 
rising by 2.25 percent yearly from 2015 
to 2018 and then 2 percent from 2019 
to 2021. Starting in 2019, PBA members 
might get a .25 percent annual additional 
salary if the town exceeds how much it 
collects in mortgage tax revenue.

In a press release posted on social 
media, PBA president Michael Sheil 
said the union is pleased with the final 
product of the contract. He said through 
collaborating and compromising in good 
faith negotiations, the two sides were able 
to reach an equitable deal. 

“The Carmel PBA negotiators 
worked tirelessly, along with the Town’s 
negotiators, to come up with a fair deal 
for our members,” Schiel stated. “as well 
as for the taxpayers of this great Town in 
which we serve.”

Regarding health insurance, officers 
hired before Dec. 31 2014 will pay 18 
percent of their insurance premiums 
and those hired after Jan 1, 2015, will 
pay for premiums based on a sliding 
scale tied to time on the job, according 
to the memorandum. New hires have to 
pay 12 percent that will eventually reach 

20 percent once they are on the job for 
at least five years. Employees that don’t 
take health insurance will receive a cash 
payment ranging from $2,500 to $5,000.

The relationship between the town 
board and police union has been rocky 
in the past with the two sides struggling 
to reach a deal and an arbitrator setting a 
contract for 2013 and 2014. Working on 
the nuts and bolts of the deal for the town 
board was Councilman Frank Lombardi 
and Councilman John Lupinacci. 

Students from Carmel High School 
that frequent nearby Lorenzo’s Pizzeria 
will have to find another place to grab 
lunch or an after-school snack after the 
pizza place along Fair Street suffered a 
damaging blaze Wednesday morning.

The apartment building on the 
second floor above the pizzeria caught 
fire around 1:30 a.m. before firefighters 
put the inferno out after more than 
an hour, according to a report in The 
Journal News. Multiple firefighters 
from the area responded. A cause of 
fire was not yet known, according to 
reports.

Giuseppe Passalacqua, the co-owner 
of the building he rents out, was at 
the location Wednesday afternoon 
surveying damage. When he heard the 
building caught fire, he raced over to 
check on it at 2 a.m. earlier that day 
and saw fire trucks everywhere. 

“I was shocked,” he said. 

Carmel Town Board Signs off on New PBA Deal

Fire Catches in Apartment Above Pizzeria 
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advertising@ 
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.247 percent, which is triple the legal 
limit.

Tendy, in an interview, said O’Keefe 
hit the breaks, but only a “split second 
before” he crashed. 

But the accident wasn’t just 
O’Keefe’s fault, according to a collision 
reconstruction report. The second 
vehicle carrying Ghelarducci, which 
was driven by Anna Estrada, exited the 
Route 6 Plaza parking lot and failed 
to yield the right of way to the vehicle 
driven by O’Keefe. The crash caused the 
vehicle driven by Estrada to roll on its 
passenger side and collide with a third 
vehicle that led to the fatal injuries, 
according to the report. Estrada doesn’t 
face any charges and had no alcohol or 
drugs in her system when she was tested 
the night of the crash.

Chana Krauss, the assistant district 
attorney on the case, said in court while 
the driver of the car O’Keefe hit failed 
to yield, O’Keefe’s contribution to the 
accident was “significant.” She said 
the New York State police conducted a 
thorough investigation. 

“While nothing can make this right 
for the children, husband, and sisters…
they understand all the factors in this 
case,” Krauss said.

O’Keefe’s attorney, David Squirrell 

declined comment until after the 
sentencing is handed down in April. 

While O’Keefe admitted to drinking 
and driving, he didn’t plead in court to an 
official drunk driving charge. Currently, 
his license is under suspension and has 
been since Nov 2015, according to the 
DA’s office. It’s unclear when he can get 
it back. 

In plea negotiations, Tendy said 
O’Keefe would agree to the negligent 
homicide count if there weren’t any 

drunk driving charges attached to the 
plea deal.

“The only repercussion is that he 
admitted to it,” Tendy said of O’Keefe 
driving drunk. 

O’Keefe, on top of being a former 
Carmel cop, was a town councilman 
for one term and Mahopac Board of 
Education member. He’s the brother 
of current town Councilwoman Suzi 
McDonough. 

On the night of the horrific crash, 
New York State police originally 
arrested O’Keefe on aggravated 
vehicular homicide and second-degree 
vehicular manslaughter, both felonies 
and a count of driving while intoxicated, 
a misdemeanor. A civil lawsuit against 
O’Keefe and Estrada has been brought 
forward by the Ghelarducci family. 

Tendy made clear that throughout 
the investigation and the DA’s handling 
of the case, O’Keefe was not treated 
any differently because of his political 
connections. Tendy said the Carmel 
Police Department had no involvement 
in the case, two county judges recused 
themselves from the case, and an 
assistant district attorney didn’t work 
on the case because of his part-time 
employment with the Town of Carmel. 
Additionally, an outside, private 
company was hired by the DA’s office to 

do an analysis of the accident. 
“It was about as unbiased a presentation 

as there could be,” Tendy said, adding he 
had never met O’Keefe and “other than 
his picture in the newspaper, I wouldn’t 
know him if I fell over him.”

The Ghelarducci family also supports 
the plea deal, according to Tendy.

 “I really don’t give a damn about 
people’s political connections,” Tendy 
said. “I just care about what the right 
thing to do in a case is.”

Former Carmel cop Richard O’Keefe.

Visit 
TheExaminerNews.com 

and click on Puzzles 
at the top of the homepage 
to play today's crossword!

O’Keefe Pleads Guilty to Mahopac Crash Involvement 
continued from page 1

Open House
ongoing registration

Monday, March 6   7pm - 8pm

OUR MONTESSORI SCHOOL
IN YORKTOWN AND CARMEL

914-962-9466
www.ourmontessorischool .com

ages 18 months through sixth grade

N.Y. State Registered
Free transportation 

by Board of Ed

Flexible hours
(7:00 AM to 6:00PM)
to suit your schedule

...where the joy of learning is very much alive. 

Now Registering for Sept. 2017

‘I really don’t 
give a damn 

about people’s 
political 

connections.’ – 
Putnam DA 
Bob Tendy
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By Neal Rentz
Following months of often contentious 

debate, officials of the Patterson Volunteer 
Fire Department are set to discuss a 
potential backup emergency medical 
services role with Supervisor Richard 
Williams this week.

Over the strong objections of the fire 
department, the town board decided to 
create a town EMS last year. The town 
board and fire department have butted 
heads the last several months. 

At the Feb. 22 meeting, the town board 
voted unanimously to approve a contract 
with Partners in Safety to provide medical 

tests and the Hepatitis B vaccines for 
town EMTs. 

The town board also voted unanimously 
to hire Christopher Langley as an EMT. 
Councilman Peter Dandreano said he 
and Councilman Shawn Rogan, as well 
as Denise Montana, the town’s EMS 
administrator, have been interviewing 
candidates for EMT positions. There are 
“a lot of good applicants” that they will 
continue to conduct interviews, he said.

Patterson Volunteer Fire Department 
No. 1 Chief Matt Szpindor said at last 
week’s meeting that at the Oct. 26 meeting, 
when the vote to approve a town EMS was 

taken, Williams said it would take three 
months to have the ambulance service up 
and running. “Next week it’s gong to be 
four months,” Szpindor said. 

Szpindor said there has been discussion 
in town about potentially housing the 
ambulance stored in his fire house and 
having the department possibly providing 
secondary ambulance service. However, 
the town has not discussed those issues 
with him since the November 16 town 
board meeting, Szpindor said. His 
department’s contract expires on March 
31, he noted. “I was wondering what the 
plan is,” he said. 

“Do you want to come in and talk?” 
Williams asked Szpindor and Fire 
Department President Eleanor Smith.

“You can reach out to us and ask us,” 
Szpindor told Williams. “I have reached 
out to you,” Williams replied. “I’m ready 
to sit down and talk.”

Williams said he was open for the fire 
department to provide some EMS service 
if the department wants to.

Szpindor said he wanted to set up a 
meeting with Williams next week.

Fire Department Contracts
In related matters, the board voted to 

unanimously approved a new contract 
with the Putnam Lake Fire Department 
for $407,600

The board did not take action on a 
new contract with the Volunteer Fire 
Department No. 1. Smith told the board 
her department’s attorney was still 
working on the potential agreement and 
she would provide it to Williams in the 
coming days.  The board tabled a vote on 
a new contract with Department No. 1. 

Water Testing
Also at last week’s meeting the town 

announced there is a new free lead testing 
program open to all New York residents. 
Rogan said the state Department of 
Health’s Free Lead Testing Pilot Program 
has funding of $1.5 million “It is available 
to all residents of New York State,” he 
said. “It is funding available to collect two 
water samples from your drinking water.”

Rogan said residents seeking the 
free tests should call the state Health 
Department at 518-402-7650. “You have 
to coordinate with the state,” he said.

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Patterson Volunteer Fire Department No. 1 Chief  
Matt Szpindor addressed the town board on Feb. 
22.

Patterson Fire Dept. to Discuss Potential EMS Role with Supervisor

If you’re considering weight loss 
surgery, attend a seminar to 
learn what’s involved.

TTY/Accessibility: 800.421.1220

Join us for an educational seminar, where you 
can learn more about the bariatric surgery 
program, including advanced surgical 
techniques, nutritional counseling and 
support programs.

Call 845.230.4797 to reserve your spot.

healthquest.org/WeightLossSurgery

March 16, 2017 
4:30–5:30pm
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of the valuation of all properties in the 
town of Carmel,” Wolham said. “So now 
is the phase where property owners get a 
sense town wide and what’s happening to 
your property individually.”

Wolham went over some of the tax 
shift analysis that didn’t show any major 
changes within different property types. 
Wolham said he didn’t expect extreme 
changes to different property categories 
and the numbers presented Wednesday 
were only preliminary because it’s 
anticipated some reassessments will 
change after informal reviews, formal 
grievances, and other various factors like 

ongoing construction.
Wolham said residential properties 

as an overall group has actually slightly 
gone down in value and condominium 
properties went slightly up, with some 
of that uptick due to new construction. 
Vacant land went up a little, Wolham 
said and commercial property went very 
slightly up.

The town board was right to set the 
reassessment project, Wolham said, 
because the numbers show there were “a 
fair number of properties in town” that 
were paying more than they should have. 

Residents and property owners that 
have questions or concerns about their 

new property assessment can meet with 
representatives from Vision Government 
Solutions next month. From March 8 to 
April 8, representatives will be at Carmel 
town hall Wednesdays to Saturdays, 
including evening hours. Additional days 
could be scheduled depending on how 
many property owners have issues with 
their assessment. 

Wolham suggested property owners 
should think about whether their new 
property value seems reasonable and 
could they get that value if they sold 
that home or property on the market. If 
a property owner doesn’t agree with the 
value placed on their home, Wolham said 
they should come to the informal meeting 
to show why the preliminary value is 
wrong. 

Sue Robinson of Vision Government 
Solutions added property owners 
arguing against their assessment should 
bring “anything that backs up or can 
show us issues that are affecting your 
property value,” including photos, recent 
appraisals, sales in the area or comparable 
to your home. 

Determinations won’t be made about 
whether to change that preliminary value 
at the meeting and there is no fee for the 
informal review. 

If a property owner is still displeased 
with the decision following that meeting, 
they can appeal to the town board of 
assessment review. 

Not many residents and property 

owners attended the meeting. In 
comparison, a couple of months ago when 
the homestead tax option was discussed, 
the meeting room inside town hall was 
packed to capacity. 

Former town councilman and county 
legislator Anthony DiCarlo said he was 
disappointed the town didn’t do a better 
job publicizing the meeting and put more 
information out about the assessment 
process. 

Resident and property owner Michael 
Barile argued the town needs to assess 
the New York City Department of 
Environmental Protection land better and 
get them to pay their fair share in property 
taxes. After he was told the category 
including New York City property would 
only increase less than a percent, he called 
that statement “ludicrous.”

Barile, who all but confirmed he’s 
running for the town board this year, said 
if he’s a councilman he’s going to push 
to sue New York City to make them pay 
more in taxes. He also complained the 
town didn’t hire an expert attorney that 
would be involved in the reassessment 
process concerning the land owned by 
New York City. 

But Councilman Jonathan Schneider 
said if an attorney was hired just for New 
York City, it might open the town up to 
liability. He said that liability would have 
been greater than any liability the town 
might incur now for not hiring an expert 
attorney. 

Councilman John Lupinacci noted 
the expert attorney could have looked at 
other aspects of the reevaluation process, 
including special districts. Councilwoman 
Suzi McDonough said the town objects to 
what New York City pays every year in 
property taxes, to which Barile scoffed at 
as inconsequential. 

“This process was a farce from the 
beginning,” Barile said of the reassessment 
project. “It’s a farce now.”

Resident David Nicholas said he was 
bothered that single family homes and 
commercial properties will continue 
to pay a substantial amount more than 
condo owners in property taxes. 

“It’s just not fair the rest of us are going 
to keep carrying them,” Nicholas said.

Carmel Town Wide Reassessment Nears Conclusion  
continued from page 1

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Councilman Frank Lombardi and Supervisor Kenny Schmitt listen as the town board hears the tax shift 
analysis from the reassessment project.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Mahopac resident Anthony DiCarlo speaks at last week’s meeting.
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By Anna Young
Ringling Brothers Circus will have 

its last performance this spring after 
more than a century of entertainment. 
A group of Pace University students are 
working to make sure it will soon be the 
last time that elephants will be used to 
perform in New York State.

Students at Pace’s Dyson College of 
Arts & Environmental Policy Clinic are 
pressing to make sure that legislation 
they proposed banning elephants from 
performing in New York will pass both 
houses of the state legislature and signed 
into law.

Under the supervision of faculty 
members John Cronin, a Cold Spring 
resident, and Michelle Land, the students 
have been working since 2014 to create 
the Elephant Protection Act, a measure 
that would ban the use of elephants in 
entertainment acts throughout the state.  

With state Sen. Terrence Murphy 
(D-Yorktown) sponsoring the 
legislation, students presented their 
bill to the Senate last June. It received 
unanimous support, sailing through the 
Senate 62-0.

Assemblywoman Amy Paulin 
(D-Scarsdale) will provide additional 
support in the Assembly as students 
will spend their spring semester in 
Albany lobbying lawmakers. They hope 

to secure passage in both houses of the 
legislature by June. 

“Elephants are hunted and killed for 
the benefit of humans. We really need 
to go forward to protect those animals,” 
Paulin said. “We have institutions like 
the circus who have made animal cruelty 
part of everyday life.”

Senior David Paulstitch, who spoke 
on behalf of the students at a Feb. 17 
press conference at Pace, said a tamed 
elephant is a tortured animal. It is trained 
with cruel techniques that involve the 
use of electric shocks, whips, metal bars, 
chains and bull hooks, which is a spiked 
tool, to control and punish, he said.

“My generation is not interested 
in watching elephants performing 
unnatural tricks for the sake of human 
entertainment, nor do we want our 
future children to think this is the value 
society places on elephants,” Paulstitch 
said. 

Murphy said elephants are massive 
animals that don’t belong in captivity. 
What is being done to them is disturbing 
and inhumane, he said.

The legislation calls for a $10,000 
penalty per violation. There would 
be exemptions for zoos, aquariums, 
wildlife sanctuaries and nonprofit 
environmental education programs.

Pace faculty involved in the initiative 

were heartened at the efforts being made 
by the students.

“Our students don’t just research issues 
and write policies, they create creative 
outreach and educational materials that 
support their policy work,” said Land, 
director of the Environmental Policy 
Clinic. “The Elephant Protection Act is 
a perfect example of the intelligent work 

our students do.”
Land added that the Clinic wants to 

see New York State be the first in the 
nation to ban the use of elephants in 
entertainment acts. 

If the bill is passed and signed into law 
by the governor, the elephant ban would 
become law in 2019. 

Pace Students, Murphy Team Up on Elephant Performance Ban Bill
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Keeping your
Car Safe

All Season Long!
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Assemblywoman Amy Paulin, third from left, and state Sen. Terrence Murphy, center, met Feb. 17 with 
students from the Arts & Environmental Policy Clinic to move forward with their proposed legislation to 
prohibit elephants from performing anywhere in the state. 
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Leonarda Dina Oliveri
Leonarda Dina Oliveri, of Brewster, 

died with her family at her side at 
Westchester Medical Center after a 
courageous battle against cancer on 
Monday, February 20. She was 63 years 
old. Dina was born on February 1, 1954 
in Orsara di Puglia Italy, daughter to 
Anthony and Rocchina Terlizzi of Mt. 
Kisco. At five months old she traveled to 
the US with her mother on the SS Andrea 
Doria. She was raised in Bedford Hills, 
NY. Dina graduated from Fox Lane High 
School and continued her education 
at Utica College where she received 
a Bachelors in Science in 1977. Dina 
married the love of her life Frank Oliveri 
on June 24, 1978 in Katonah. Together, 
they built a beautiful home in Brewster 
where they have lived for the past 34 
years. Mrs. Oliveri was an occupational 
Therapist at Lakeview Elementary 
School in Mahopac, NY for 16 years 
before having to retire. She absolutely 
loved her job and working with children 
every day. She enjoyed traveling to 
new places with her family and was an 
amazing cook. Her greatest passion 
in life was her family, Dina cherished 
every moment spent with her children 
and grandchildren. She will always be 
remembered for her positive attitude and 
her ability to brighten the world with a 
smile. Dina is survived by her loving 
husband Frank of Brewster, NY; her 
children; Richard Oliveri and his wife 
Emeline of Campbell, CA and Danielle 
Helminger and her husband Jeffrey of 

Brewster, NY, her two grandchildren; 
Jackson and Olivia Helminger and her 
siblings; Michael Terlizzi and Maria 
Cacciola.

William A. Macomber
William A. Macomber, age 91, a 

lifelong resident of Brewster, died 
Thursday, February 23, at Danbury 
Hospital in Danbury, CT. Bill was born 
on July 7, 1925 in Webster, MA to Harry 
and Minnie (McNay) Macomber. He 
graduated from Brewster High School in 
1943. Bill proudly served his country in 
the Army Air Corps during WWII. He 
was a tail gunner in a B-24, having flown 
36 missions and was the proud recipient 
of a purple heart and 6 bronze battle 
stars. Years later Bill was very proud to 
attend several squadron reunions. On 
August 17, 1946 Bill married the love 
of his life, Carol Ekstrom at the First 
United Methodist Church of Brewster. 
Bill was Owner and Operator of Bill’s 
Refrigeration in Brewster, since 1949. 
Bill retired in 1993 but could be found 
assisting his son Carl with the business 
for many years to come. Not too long 
after establishing his Refrigeration 
business, Bill partnered with his lifelong 
friends, Francis and Richard Palmer to 
form Palmer-Macomber Fuel Oil Co. 
in Brewster. These gentlemen and their 
families remain close friends to this day. 
Through the years, Bill was a member 
of the BPO Elks #2101 in Brewster and 
the Brewster VFW Post 672. He was a 
member of the First United Methodist 

Church of Brewster. Bill was an avid 
Giants fan along with keeping close watch 
over the UCONN Women’s Basketball. 
He also enjoyed golf and bowling. Every 
Sunday Bill would enjoy drives with 
his entire family, an opportunity to be 
together. Besides his wife Carol of 70 
years, Bill is survived by his four children, 
Dawn Macomber and Star Auer, both of 
Danbury, CT, Carl E. Macomber (Fran) 
of Brewster, NY and Kyle D. Macomber 
(Lori) of New Fairfield, CT. Sisters-in-
law Patricia Doyle of Brewster, NY and 
Eloise Reinhardt (Joseph) of Carmel. 
Nine grandchildren, Douglas Macomber, 
Candice Boyle, Kelly Scofield, Kristi 
Upton, Chad Auer, Brittany Macomber, 
Carl Macomber Jr., Kathryn Macomber 
and Kyle Macomber Jr.; Nine great 

grandchildren, Xander, Mackenzie, 
Elizabeth, Joshua, Mary Kate, Julia, 
Matthew, Molly and Autumn. Bill was 
pre-deceased by his son Jon Macomber 
in 2010, his son William A. Macomber Jr. 
in 2016 and his son-in-law Timothy Auer 
in 2017. A Funeral Service will be held on 
Monday, February 27, 11 a.m. at the First 
United Methodist Church of Brewster, 
83 Main Street, Brewster. A private 
cremation will follow.  Friends may call 
at the Beecher Funeral Home, 1 Putnam 
Avenue, Brewster on Sunday from 4 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. www.Beecherfuneralhome.
com. Contributions in Bill’s memory 
may be made to the National Multiple 
Sclerosis Society, Southern New York 
Chapter. www.nationalmssociety.org.

Help bring cycling back to Putnam and 
join the community for a fun ride in the 
country. 

The new Tour of Putnam has three 
road routes to choose from of varying 
difficulty, all showing the beauty of the 
County. The routes will be well marked 
with color-coded arrows on roadways. 
In addition, signs, traffic marshals, and 
support stations with food, water, and 
basic mechanics will assist for a fun 
and safe ride. Online registration is 

$35 at BikeReg.Com and $40 for day of 
registration. No refunds (Rain or Shine). 

A Kids loop and Mountain bike loop 
will be in the park too ($10/including 
food). Hang out after your ride and enjoy 
some food (included) and live music. 

The three road routes consist of rolling 
terrain and road-riding experience is 
necessary. Route 1 is a 14 Mile loop and 
great for all levels of riders. Route 2 is a 26 
Mile loop that mimics Sybil Ludington’s 
famous ride when she awoke the local 

militia to counter attack the British at 
Danbury. Route 3 is a 62 Mile or Metric 
Century loop that encompasses the entire 
county. 

The riders must wear helmets, start at 
appropriate times, and always obey all 
New York traffic laws. Putnam County 
has so much to offer with beautiful rolling 
back roads, expansive lakes, and amazing 
history. 

Robert Kelley and Pawling Cycle & 
Sport are passionate about biking and 

want to give cyclists the opportunity to 
see the county by bicycle. Pawling Cycle 
& Sport has always promoted sanctioned 
(racing) events, but this year we are 
excited to host the Tour of Putnam, which 
offers something for anyone. 

The starting point is the Putnam County 
Veterans Memorial Park in Carmel. 

For further information, please contact 
Robert Kelley at Pawling Cycle & Sport at 
Phone Number: (845) 878-7400. Email: 
pawlingcycle309@gmail.com.

The online video of the July 3, 2014 
incident involving allegations of police 
brutality in the Patrick Castaldo case 
should be used as a police academy 
training video showing what not to do 
when escorting a prisoner and appropriate 
levels of physical force to subdue a 
prisoner. Then Putnam County Sheriff ’s 
Office chief investigator Gerald Schramek 
is clearly scene walking a good distance 
ahead of the prisoner he was escorting. 
As a former police officer and instructor, 

this is not consistent with police training 
I have received or conducted; and I doubt 
is consistent with standard operating 
procedures of many departments. The 
video also captures what appears to 
be Castaldo placing prisoner Kenneth 
Defreitas in what appears to use a hold 
around the neck of Defeitas which can 
reduce blood supply to the brain rendering 
the victim unconscious. Defreitas can 
be seen possibly unconscious then 
Castaldo strikes Defreitas after he was 

subdued and no longer a threat. At no 
time did the video show Schramek, the 
ranking investigator, assisting Castaldo in 
controlling the shackled prisoner nor was 
he observed to intervene on the prisoner, 
now victim’s behalf.   

Plea deals are common place. My 
questions are, were the investigators’ 
actions the subject of a departmental 
inquiry regarding their actions? 
Ultimately, Defreitas settles for $35,000, 
both Investigators retire,  a plea deal is 

made, and everyone is happy, except the 
taxpayer. Perhaps The Putnam Examiner 
could have better served its readers more 
effectively by obtaining the Departments 
Standard Operating Procedures and 
asking the tough questions?

Gordon A. Moccio,
Kent Lakes
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On Valentine’s Day, The Rotary Club of 
Patterson presented 20 Putnam County 
and area charities with cash donations 
totaling almost $17,000.

Also known as the ‘Valentine’s 
Giveaway’, it is one of two semi-annual 
Community Awards Giveaways held in 
February and June by the Rotary Club of 
Patterson. Different groups will receive 
donations in June.

Club members and award recipients 
gathered early Tuesday morning at the 
Rotary Club’s weekly meeting at the 
Patterson Recreation Center.

Club President, Anthony Molé 
commended the representatives of the 
various organizations in attendance, 
for doing such good things for our 
community. “That’s why you’re all 
here and you should be really proud 
of yourselves. We appreciate the time 
and dedication that you take in your 
organizations to do what you do so well. 
Without people like you in the room our 
community is a much lesser place. We all 
take pride in our community and we all 
want to do whatever we can to help our 
community, it’s our civic duty.”

The Rotary Club of Patterson hosts 
three major fundraising events each year 
which fund the Community Awards 
Giveaways, beginning with Men Who 
Cook coming up on May 6th. The highly 
popular gastronomic event is helmed by 

amateur and professional chefs who serve 
a tasting, buffet-style, of their specialty 
ranging from appetizers to entrees, and 
of course, desserts! The Patterson Rotary 
Blues & BBQ Festival is quickly becoming 
a must-attend two-day family/food/
fun music event in September. The BBQ 
ribs are in such high demand that they 
often sell out early. And finally, the Club’s 
newest fundraising event in October is 
Touch-A-Truck for Heroes. Kids of all 
ages, and kids-at-heart, get to climb up 
onto their favorite big trucks and maybe 
even honk a few horns. All three events 
contribute to the donations that were 
made to Tuesday’s recipients.

“I can’t think of a better way to spend 
Valentine’s morning,” declared Marie 

Hatcher of Matthew’s Hearts of Hope, an 
organization that raises awareness, offers 
support to families, and funds research for 
the number one birth defect, Congenital 
Heart Defects (CHDs). Hatcher’s son, 
Matthew, is 8 years old and has CHD. 
Hatcher began the not-for- profit when 
her son’s friend passed away.

Marybeth Vandergrift accepted on 
behalf of Help Our Military Heroes, 
a 100% donation- driven volunteer 
organization that gives fully-adaptive 
minivans to severely wounded service 
men and women, post 9-11. “We have just 
given our 77th minivan since 2009 - one 
family, soldier or veteran at a time - and 
100% of this will go to another van.”

Chief Ken Ross of Putnam County 

SPCA thanked Patterson Rotary Club, 
“This is what keeps us on the road... It’s 
things like this that help us keep going.” 
Ross played a key role recently to get a 
law passed that creates an animal abuse 
registry for Putnam County.

Molé, summed up the Community 
Awards Giveaway, “This is a proud day 
for us because we get to give back to the 
organizations that we feel strongly about 
that help our community.”
Recipients of Valentine’s Giveaway:

Camp Herrlich, Carmel 
FBLA FROGS Friends Network, Help 
Our Military Heroes, Hope For 
Heroes, Hospice Care of Putnam/
Visiting Nurses, Julia’s Wings, Matthew’s 
Hearts for Hope, Patterson Community 
Church Food Pantry, Patterson Historical 
Society, Putnam CAP, Putnam County 
Humane Society, Putnam County 
Sheriff ’s Cadets, Putnam Family 
& Community Services, Putnam 
SPCA, Semper Fi Odyssey, Women’s 
Resource Center, Village of Brewster 
Film Festival, Xeroderma Pigmentosum, 
Society’s Camp Sundown

The Rotary Club of Patterson was 
chartered in 1987. Its community-
minded members are especially dedicated 
to serving those in need within the Town 
of Patterson, as well as Putnam County, 
the nation, and around the world.

Patterson Rotary Holds Annual Valentine’s Giveaway

Putnam County Gold Diggers 
Mahopac

Business 

of the Week
By David Propper

When Mike Basile wakes up in the 
morning, he can’t wait to get to work.

Buying and selling precious metals and 
other items, Basile sees something new 
every day. Opening an office for Putnam 
County Gold Diggers back in October, 
the Yorktown resident has committed to 
his new career and never felt better. His 
business serves Putnam and Westchester 
counties, as well as surrounding areas in 
the region. 

Basile started buying and selling 
different items in 1997, but only part-
time. He ran a contracting business and 
had been doing that for more than 30 
years until he retired in 2011 to solely 
focus on this business. 

Basile’s interest in this line of work 
began with the greatest hockey player of 
all-time, Wayne Gretzky. Basile, a huge 
fan of Gretzky, had more than 4,500 items 
of him in his collection from pucks and 
hockey sticks to cards and jerseys. (Basile, 
also a big New York Rangers fan, was 
ecstatic when Gretzky joined the team 
in 1996. He has paintings of him that he 
hopes Gretzky might sign one day.)

Finally, his wife came to him and asked 
what he was planning on doing with all 
of it.

He started selling the products on eBay 

and got hooked from there. Then he had 
friends who were looking to have him 
sell so he took them on as clients and got 
more clients as word spread about his 
service. Basile said, “it just snowballed.” 

“It’s really rewarding, it’s a lot of fun,” he 
said. “Everyday is different and I actually 
look forward to going to work in the 
morning. It’s all cool.”

Basile buys from several different 

sources, including clients, storage units 
he bids on, estate sales and tag sales. 
Sometimes he’ll work with an elderly 
client who just lost a spouse or the child 
of deceased parents to evaluate how much 
certain items are worth in their home.

When he goes to storage or locker sales, 
Basile said it’s nothing like what’s shown 
on popular TV shows like “Storage Wars.” 
He usually breaks even on lockers he bids 

on.
He’ll buy and sell precious metals like 

gold and silver, artwork and custom 
jewelry. If it’s an item a client can carry 
into his office, he’ll consider it. 

“I’ll get my hands on anything,” he said. 
And as soon as he gets his hands on it, 

he’s ready to unload it again. Unless his 
wife wants it, it goes on the market. 

The biggest profit Basile ever cashed 
in was a bronze statue he found at a tag 
sale. Three years ago, a Somers resident 
was selling multiple items from her 
home and Basile spotted the statue in the 
corner. He bought it from the woman for 
$320 (“which is what she wanted,” Basile 
said.) and then resold it for an incredible 
$14,000. 

Basile stressed it’s important to give 
people a fair price when buying items off 
a person looking to sell. He’s been told 
he gives a little more money than other 
buyers in the area and that keeps them 
coming back. 

“You have to make money, and they 
understand that,” Basile said. “But you 
don’t want to nickel and dime where they 
won’t come back.”

Putnam County Gold Diggers is located 
at 692 Route 6 in Mahopac and its phone 
number is 914-582-7323.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Yorktown resident Mike Basile is owner of  Putnam County Gold Diggers.
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Carmel High School’s Future Business 
Leaders of America (FBLA) club hosted 
the New York State (NYS) Regional Spring 
District competitions last week. CHS junior 
Rahul Atluri, who also serves as the New 
York State District 3N Vice President, 
planned the event. 

Carmel High School took home several 
awards and recognitions. These included:

Erika Hiraldo 10th Grade
• 2nd Place Basic Decision Making
Elaina Nacinovich 12th Grade
• 3rd Place Client Services
Meredith Jennings 12th Grade
• 1st Place Impromptu Speaking
• 4th  Place Sports and Entertainment 

Management Test
Chris Pereira 12th Grade
• 2nd Place Job Interview
Juliana Nacinovich 10th grade
• 3rd Place Public Speaking I
Sarah Stec 12th Grade
• 2nd Place Public Speaking II
Katherine Obojkovits 11th Grade
• 1st place Accounting Test

Jake Alfonzetti 11th Grade
• 5th place Accounting Test

Gabe Vieira 11th Grade
• 1st place Business Calculations Test

Dan Wiener 10th Grade
• 1st Place Introduction to Financial 

Math Test
Sophia Jeltsch 10th Grade
•2nd Place Introduction to Financial 

Math Test
Karen Rama 12th Grade
• 3rd Place Business Law Test
Paulo Gaviria 10th Grade
•2nd Place Principals and Procedures 

Test
Victoria Leibnitz 10th Grade
• 5th Place Principals and Procedures 

Test
Students who placed first, second or 

third in events will now move onto the NYS 
competition in April. This includes seniors 
Elaina Nacinovich, Meredith Jennings, 
Chris Pereira, Sarah Stec, Karen Rama, 
juniors Katherine Obojkovits, Gabe Vieira, 
and sophomores Erika Hiraldo, Juliana 
Nacinovich, Dan Wiener, Sophia Jeltsch 
and Paulo Gaviria

Carmel Business Club Hosts District Competitions

PHOTO SuBMITTED BY MARY ODELL
Front row:  Chris Pereira, Karen Rama, Kim Rama, Elaina Nacinovich, Meredith Jennings, Daphne Alicea
Second row:  Ms. Odell, Rahul Atluri, Katherine Obojkovits, Juliana Nacinovich, Paulo Gaviria
Back row:  Alicia Briley, Gabe Vieira, Mr. Conway
Missing from the picture:  Erika Hiraldo, Sarah Stec, Jake Alfonzetti, Dan Wiener, Sophia Jeltsch, and 
Victoria Leibnitz.

Putnam Hospital Center 
Brings Back Kids’ Day

Putnam Hospital 
Center’s Dr. Bear has 
come out of hibernation 
to announce the return 
of Kids’ Day.

After a two-year 
hiatus, the popular 
community celebration 
is back and will take place 
from noon to 4 p.m. on 
Saturday, May 20, on the 
hospital campus at 670 
Stoneleigh Avenue. 

This will be the 11th 
Kids’ Day hosted by the 
Putnam Hospital Center 
Auxiliary.

“We are so excited for 
the return of this beloved 

community event and look forward to bringing together organizations from all 
over Putnam County to celebrate children and families,” said Michelle Piazza, 
director of Volunteer and Pastoral Services at the hospital.

The fun-filled day includes a host of interactive health and safety exhibits, 
along with crafts, child identification program and a teddy bear clinic. Hospital 
departments will be on hand to provide information on nutrition, emergency 
care, physical therapy and more. There will be demonstrations on car seat safety, 
proper helmet use and heart monitoring, as well as fire truck and ambulance 
tours. 

Families can also enjoy a variety of games, inflatable bouncy attractions, face 
painting and balloon animals. Raffles and children’s baskets created by hospital 
departments will also be awarded.

With preparations underway, Kids’ Day still needs the support of the 
community to make it a bona fide success. Event organizers are looking for child-
friendly vendors and local groups to take part in this community event. 

For more information on Kids’ Day or to volunteer, please contact Piazza at 
mpiazza@health-quest.org or 845-279-5711 ext. 4752.

If you would like to set up an informational booth or learn about sponsorship 
opportunities, please contact Priscilla Weaver, executive director of the Putnam 
Hospital Center Foundation, at pweaver@health-quest.org or 845-230-4763. 

With recent weather patterns bringing 
plenty of snow to the Mid-Hudson 
region, Fahnestock Winter Park has 
opened for the season. The park offers 
over 11 miles of machine-groomed trails 
for snowshoeing and cross-country 
skiing enthusiasts. The Winter Park will 
continue to operate as conditions allow. 
The public is encouraged to contact the 
park and check its website and social 
media pages to stay up to date with the 
operating schedule.

The center of operations for the Winter 
Park is the newly-renovated Canopus 
Welcome Center, featuring a ski rental 
shop, the Acorn Café and year-round 
restroom facilities. The entrance to the 
Welcome Center can be found on Route 
301, just west of the intersection with 
the Taconic State Parkway. When park 
visitors want to take a break from the 
trails, they are welcome to warm up next 
to the new outdoor fire ring or to purchase 
refreshments from the café.

New this year to the Acorn Café is 
the Winter Park Hot Sipping Chocolate. 
Developed in partnership with 
Rhinebeck-based chocolatier Oliver Kita, 
the dark chocolate-based hot cocoa is 
served with pure maple syrup. The syrup 
is tapped at Hudson Valley Maple Farm, 
operated by Taconic Outdoor Education 
Center and located within Fahnestock 
State Park. Admission to Fahnestock 
Winter Park is $10 for adults, $9 for 
seniors and $7 for those under ages 17. Ski 
rentals are $17 for adults, $15 for juniors. 
Snow shoe rentals are $15 for adults, $14 
for juniors, or just $7 per hour. Baby sled 
rentals are $20 for the day or $7 per hour. 

Rentals are first come, first served.
Hours of operation at Fahnestock 

Winter Park are 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
on weekdays and 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on 
weekends.

The public is encouraged to call 845-
225-3998 to confirm operating hours 
prior to traveling to the park. The public 
can also follow Fahnestock Winter Park 
on Twitter via @FWPupdates or join the 
park’s Yahoo group at

https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/
fwp-conditions/info.

Fahnestock Winter Park offers over 
11 miles of machine-groomed, tracked 
and mapped trails for beginning and 
experienced cross country skiers 
and snowshoers. For directions and 
information, visit http://nysparks.com/
parks/147/details.aspx. The address for 
the park is 1498 Route 301, Carmel, N.Y. 
10512. The Winter Park is part of the New 
York State Office of Parks, Recreation and 
Historic Preservation’s Taconic Region, 
which operates 15 state parks and six 
historic sites in Westchester, Putnam, 
Dutchess and Columbia Counties.

Fahnestock Winter Park 
Open for 2017 Season
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Across

1. Awesome
4. New Peekskill restaurant
7. Kimono part
8. Item in a KFC bucket
11. Equaled
12. Salty area
13. Ordinal suffix
14. Not for
15. Compass point or Mahopac tax 
preparer
18. Cold and wet
19. Boat gear
21. Shade of yellow
26. Small stream dam
27. Neighbor of Swed.
28. CSI morgue inhabitant
31. Tina Turner’s hubby
32. Spanish beaches
33. Sibling’s nickname
34. Of the preceding month, abbr.
35. “For ___ a jolly good . . .”

Down

1. Second crop of a growing season
2. Someone who handles a nuisance
3. Kitchen cleaner
4. Military hospitals
5. “What’s the ___?”

6. Flier’s concern, briefly
8. N.B. part
9. Pro _____
10. Inventor of the stock ticker
12. Morse code sound
16. Like most streets
17. Sully
20. Newbie
22. Bulgarian currency
23. Fades away
24. Go off
25. Word with “rehearsal” or “code”
28. Heart of a PC, abbr.
29. End of the Three Musketeers’ motto
30. “Can’t Help Lovin’ __ Man”

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 15

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

By Salvatore M. Di Costanzo, Esq.
This is a real fact pattern.
I recently met with a family whose 

86-year-old Mother was admitted to a 
nursing home for dementia. They sought 
my assistance in obtaining Medicaid 
eligibility to pay for the nursing home, 
which cost $15,000 per month. Mother 
is still on Medicare which pays for the 
first 100 days; days 1-20 are free and days 
21-100 are with a co-payment. Once 
Medicare stops paying, Mother will be 
paying $15,000 per month unless she can 
become eligible for Medicaid.  

Mother’s only asset is a house which is 
rented to a tenant. Mother has not lived 
in the house for the last seven year due 
to her need for care and assistance and 
thus, has been shifting her residency 
between the homes of two children.  

Years ago, Mother, and her predeceased 
spouse, met with their family attorney 
who drafted a trust.  The trust appeared 
to be an irrevocable trust. The family 
indicated that their Father went to the 
family attorney seeking to protect the 
house and was advised to transfer it to 
this trust. Mother has no other estate 
planning documents such as a power of 
attorney or statutory gifts rider, Last Will 
and Testament or health care proxy, and 
the family agrees that she has no capacity 
to sign these documents.

I reviewed the trust and found that the 
trust permits the trustees to distribute 
principal to Mother.  If you follow my 
articles or have heard me lecture, you 
know that in order for the assets of an 
irrevocable trust (Medicaid Trust) to be 
protected, no principal can be distributed 
to the creators of the trust.  Based on 
this oversight by the family attorney, the 
house is not protected.

Attorneys find problems and then 
solve those problems. Unfortunately in 

this case, my options are limited. As I 
stated above, the house is not protected 
by the trust. Ordinarily, this would not 
be fatal because a Medicaid applicant’s 
primary residence is an exempt asset for 
eligibility purposes.  The trust protects 
against a lien or estate recovery. The 
problem here is that Mother has not used 
the house as a primary residence for the 
last seven years, thus it is not an exempt 
asset.  This means that when she applies 
for Medicaid, it will be counted against 
her.

Where this happens, we might look 
to remove the house from the trust and 
possibly sell it.  However, since Mother has 
no capacity, a guardianship proceeding 
would need to be commenced which 
will be costly and take time. Moreover, 
Mother is the trustee of the trust (and 
should not be) which raises another legal 
issue.

Since Mother is in immediate need of a 
nursing home, the bills will begin to pile 
up. It is unlikely she can come home to a 
child’s house or her own house unless the 
tenant is evicted. The nursing home will 
most likely institute some sort of legal 
action against the Mother and possibly 
the trust.  Surely, the nursing home will 
look for an opportunity to discharge 
the Mother and if the Mother requires a 
hospital stay, it is unlikely that she will be 

allowed to return to this nursing home.
Unfortunately, all of this could have 

been avoided if the trust was properly 
prepared and if there was a valid power 
of attorney in place. This attorney just 
didn’t know. It is imperative that you 
work with an elder law attorney and not 
a friend of the family or someone who 
practices general law. The consequences 
may be severe, irreversible and costly.

 Please feel free to contact us at 914-
245-2440 or by e-mail at smd@mfd-law.
com. Please also visit our website at www.
plantodayfortomorrow.com.      

Law Book: My Friend is an Attorney

Salvatore M. Di Costanzo, Esq.
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get 
NOTICED!

Advertise in
The Putnam

Examiner
Call 914-864-0878 today!
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Was your home, condo, co-
op or apartment built before 
1978? If so, there is every 
likelihood that lead-based 
paint was used on the walls and 
trim, which can be a matter of 
concern when it comes time to 
repaint or renovate.  

How well I remember my 
first paint job when I was on 
my own, a college freshman 
with a somewhat shabby studio 
apartment, really a big room 
with a shower and sink, that 
was partly below grade level 
in a 1920s home. The walls of 
that room were a dingy shade 
of gold that seemed to have 
years of cloudiness layered on 
them by many former occupants who 
were smokers. I recall a friend of mine, an 
art student, told me to just put two coats 
of quality paint on the walls as the best 
sanitizer ever, and I’d have a totally new 
place. And, he was right.

The paint rolled on effortlessly in a way 
that paints today don’t perform. I didn’t 
give a second thought to the content of 
that paint and why it may have performed 
so well. But it had to be because it was 
laden with lead.

Today New York State requires that 

realtors have sellers and 
buyers sign a disclosure 
acknowledging what they 
know or don’t know about the 
existence of lead paint on any 
given property when it is sold. 
Exposure to lead paint dust 
or chips can cause serious 
health problems, particularly 
to children and pregnant 
women.

For children, symptoms of 
repeated lead exposure can 
range from behavior problems 
and low IQ to growth delays.

The dangers of lead paint had 
been known for many years 
prior to the discontinuance of 
the product in 1978, but the 

industry chose to keep that information 
to itself, even disclaim it. In fact, early on, 
one of the major producers had “Lead” in 
its company name and actually boasted 
to consumers that its paint was beneficial 
to health because of its durability and 
washability.  

The issues today involve awareness of 
peeling or chipping lead paint that may 
be ingested by children and airborne dust 
that may result from sanding as prep work 
for repainting.

In my own case, when I painted many 

times prior to 1978, thankfully the walls 
did not require sanding. Unwittingly, after 
lead-based paint was no longer available, 
I contained exposure to lead simply by 
rolling on the new paints that were lead-
free.

I admit that my first experiences 
with the new non-lead paints were 
disappointing in terms of how they went 
on, by comparison.

It’s been a long time since I’ve done 
a paint job or renovation on my own. 
But today, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) mandates that 
any contractor or worker who conducts 
renovation work in a pre-1978 property 
must be trained and certified in EPA 
Renovation, Repair and Painting (RRP) if 
it is to disturb lead-based paint.  

Homeowners may do the work 
themselves, but it is important to do 
it properly so no new risks for lead 
exposure are created. During the work, 
the homeowner must avoid stirring up 
dust or creating fumes containing lead. 

For homeowners who attempt the 
work themselves, here are some general 
guidelines. 

Seal off the area using plastic sheets.
Disconnect heating/cooling ducts to 

the area under renovation.
Remove all furniture, food and other 

items from the construction area.
Cover the floor with tarps or plastic.
Avoid sanding, torching, grinding, 

sandblasting or using a heat gun on 
surfaces containing lead paint.

Clean up the construction area often 
using a HEPA filter vacuum and damp 
mop. 

Wash hands often, especially before 
eating.

Additional information can be found 
on the National Lead Information Center 
website (https://www.epa.gov/lead) or by 
calling 1-800-424-5323. 

The possible presence of lead paint in 
a house shouldn’t be a deterrent as long 
as two basic rules are followed. If the 
paint is in good condition, it can simply 
be contained with a fresh coat, but the 
surface should never be sanded. If the 
surface needs work, that’s the time to call 
in a professional to undertake the proper 
methods to deal with it safely.  

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

What to Do if You Know Your Home Has Lead-Based Paint

The latest trend 
in wine sales is 
the increasing 
predilection of 
American wine 
consumers for red 
blends. American 
winemakers have 
been vigorously 
attempting to 
satisfy this new 

preference for several years.
Typically, these American wines take 

the form of a blend of traditional grapes 
– Merlot, Syrah, Zinfandel and Cabernet 
Sauvignon, often with a smidgeon of a 
lesser-known grape.

This trend is not unique to American 
consumers or winemakers. 

In the Bordeaux region of France, 
blended wines are very 
much the norm. Ever since 
the Romans planted the 
first grapevines in the area 
more than 2,000 years ago, 
a succession of wine estate 
owners have sought the 
perfect blend suited to 
each vintage’s variability. 
Great pride is taken in 
producing a wine each 
year that expresses the 
philosophy of an estate’s 
winemaker and the 
characteristics that will 
foster the reputation of an 

estate for a certain style of 
wine, one that exemplifies 
the characteristics of its 
forbearers.

In the Tuscan region of 
Italy, the history of blended 
wines is similar – until 
recently. For centuries, 
strict governmental regulations dictated 
the composition of wines, from the types 
of grapes permitted, to the volume of 
those grapes in a bottle. 

However, in the mid-1970s a splinter 
group decided to defy such norms. 
They began planting new-to-the-region 
grape varietals in an outpost of the 
designated Tuscan subregions (Chianti, 
Montalcino, et al). They believed that 
the southwestern areas of Tuscany could 
produce world-class wines from the 
grape varietals grown in Bordeaux – 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Cabernet 
Franc, Petit Verdot and Malbec.        

These mavericks began producing 
wines in earnest in the 

Maremma subregion from 
the early 1980s; their 
wines are colloquially 
referred to as Super 
Tuscans. A number of 

the producers owned 
vineyards in other 

Tuscan regions 
and began their 
regulation-defiant 
ventures slowly, 

with wines dominated 
by the ubiquitous grape 
of Tuscany – Sangiovese 
– and supplemented 
them with newly planted 
vineyards bearing the 
signature grapes of the 
Bordeaux. 

Others were more defiant, producing 
wines bereft of Sangiovese. This latter 
group’s ambition was to produce a 
Bordeaux-style wine, but with a Tuscan 
sensibility that was reflective of the 
unique soils, weather and elevations 
of the Maremma. Today, a number of 
those wines have succeeded in capturing 
worldwide acclaim and popularity - and 
lofty prices. The most noteworthy wines 
include Tignanello, Ornellaia, Solaia, 
Masseto and Sassicaia, all fetching retail 
prices of $100 and higher.

I am focusing on these Super Tuscans 
with a fresh memory of an exclusive 
tasting I was fortunate to attend last week. 

The proprietors of Tenuta dell’Ornellaia 
presented the latest vintage of their 
signature wine at a New York City tasting 
and luncheon. The event was unique 
in that the winemaker, Axel Heinz, 
“Oenologist and Director of Estate,” 
was the presenter and led the attendees 
in a tasting of the individual wines that 
comprise the Ornellaia blend. The estate 
is planted as a living laboratory, each 
of the 50 plots planted to one of four 
grape varietals that best suit the growing 

conditions across its 240 acres. 
I sampled nine of the individual 

wines considered for the signature 2014 
vintage, each wine a unique expression 
of its terroir. It was a virtual tour of 
these vineyards, as Axel described his 
experience in directing the amazing 
journey of each Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Merlot, Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot 
plot, from hybridizing the plants, to 
harvesting, to vinifying, to blending, to 
aging and finally to palate pleasure.

Each wine possessed its own 
fingerprint, presented its own signature 
and imparted its own aroma and flavor 
profile. Each was a living, breathing 
organism, on a journey to pleasing the 
palate of consumers.  

Next week, I’ll more fully describe the 
attributes of each wine sampled. And 
I’ll present recommendations of local 
wineshops for sourcing economically 
priced American blends. All in all, red 
blends to satisfy discerning palates – and 
wallets.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine.

A Focus on the Rising Popularity of the Red Blend Category

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
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Registration for Kindergarten In 
Brewster School District: Kindergarten 
registration for the Brewster High School 
Class of 2030 takes place the week of 
February 27 – March 3.  Children who 
will be five years of age on or before 
December 1, 2017, are eligible to register 
for September classes.  Families residing 
within the Brewster School District are 
asked to call John F. Kennedy Elementary 
at 845-279-2087  x 4111 to make an 
appointment.  

Carmel central school district 
kindergarten Registration: Registration 
for Kindergarten for students who will 
be entering Carmel schools in September 
2017 will be held at the school the child 
will attend. All registrations take place 
from 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Kent Primary 
School, 1065 Route 52, Carmel, NY (845 
225-5025) Wednesday, March 15  for 
families with last names beginning with 
A-L Thursday, March 16 for families with 
last names beginning with M-Z Matthew 
Paterson Elementary School, 100 South St., 
Patterson, NY (845 878-3211) Wednesday, 
March 15  for families with last names 
beginning with A-L Thursday, March 16 
for families with last names beginning 
with M-Z Kent Elementary School, 1091 
Route 52, Carmel, NY (845 225-5029) 
Wednesday, March 15  for families with 
last names beginning with A-L Thursday, 
March 16 for families with last names 
beginning with M-Z  Children who will 
be five years old on or before December 
1, 2017 are eligible to register for the 
September classes.  Parents are asked to 
bring the child’s original birth certificate, 
immunization records and two proofs of 
residency.  For additional information 
please call the school your child will 
attend. If unsure of the school your child 
will attend, please call our Transportation 
Office at 845 225-3200.
Tuesday, February 28

Sushi making at Kent Library:  12 
years old and older. 5:30 p.m.-7 p.m. This 
workshop is a hands-on class for anyone 
who loves sushi. Come for a fun night 
of sushi making.  Learn how to make 
California rolls and smoked salmon 
rolls.  Registration is required.   You may 
register for the program by going to www.
kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent Public 
Library at 845-225-8585.  The library is 
located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes

Magic Tree House at Kent Library: 
4:30 p.m. -5:15 p.m.  We’ll be discussing 
“Abe Lincoln, At Last” by Mary Pope 
Osborne. Travel through time and explore 
history with Jack and Annie on their 
many adventures. We will discuss the 
book, learn more about the time they 
travel to and enjoy making a craft.  This 
club is open to those in 1st, 2nd & 3rd 
grades.  Registration is required.  You may 
register for the program by going to www.

kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent Public 
Library at 845-225-8585.  The library is 
located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes. 

From Crappy to Happy: 6:30 p.m. 
Jumpstart Your Joyfilled Life with 
Kathy Procario. When life throws you a 
curveball, how long does it take to bounce 
back? Learn the one trick that will reset 
your stinkin’ thinkin’ every time! Gain 
skills to lead a joyfilled life!  Registration is 
requested.  This talk is presented by Kathy 
Procario, Certified Positivity Coach. To 
register for most programs at Mahopac 
Public Library, call 845-628-2009, ext 100, 
or visit www.mahopaclibrary.org.  You 
must register at the Library for programs 
that require a fee.   
Wednesday, March 1 

Friends of Mahopac Public Library 
Board meeting; 6 p.m. all are welcome. 
Thursday, March 2

The Putnam County Computer 
Learning Center Senior Registration: 
180 Route 6 in Mahopac and at the 
Putnam Valley Senior Center, 117 Town 
Park Lane, Putnam Valley.  Registration 
hours in Mahopac are from 9:30 a.m. – 11 
a.m.  Putnam Valley registration is from 
10 a.m. –noon. In addition to a variety of 
computer classes, we also teach classes in 
iPad, iPhone and Android Basics.  Anyone 
55 or older can register for a variety of 
computer classes. Registration is required 
in person.  For more information you can 
call Judy Kolt at (845) 277-5422 or email 
her at jak4dogs@verizon.net . If anyone is 
interested in volunteering, please call Judy 
Kolt as above.

Putnam Lake Park District Advisory 
Board Meetings:  7 p.m.  We encourage 
all Putnam Lake residents to attend for the 
latest information, and have any questions 
or concerns addressed. 

The Kennedy Catholic Players proudly 
presents: Sandy Wilson’s The Boyfriend 
March 2nd-7 p.m., March 3rd-7 p.m., 
March 4th-7 p.m. March 5th-3 p.m., 
Advance Purchase: All Seats $15 At the 
Door: All Seats $20.00. Sunday Brunch 
Ticket: $40.00 per person. Mass: 12:30 
p.m. Brunch: 1:15 p.m. To purchase tickets 
online: www.KennedyCatholic.org/
Spring-Musical/ For more information: 
Call: 914- 232-5061 Ext. 226 or Email: 
players@kennedycatholic.org Kennedy 
Catholic High School, 54 Route 138, 
Somers. 

Piff the Magic Dragon: 8 p.m.  
Description: The stand out star of season 
10 of ‘America’s Got Talent’, Piff the Magic 
Dragon, is returning to the Paramount 
stage! When it comes to Piff, think Larry 
David in a dragon suit (with a trademark 
Chihuahua named Mr. Piffles) who 
performs jaw-dropping magic tricks 
and you’re on the right track. Tickets are 
$37 including all tax and fees. Tickets 
can be purchased in-person at the Box 

Office, over the phone at 914-739-0039 
ext. 2, or through our website at http://
paramounthudsonvalley.com/events/piff-
the-magic-dragon/

Girl Scout Penny Social:  -9 p.m. at P.V. 
Elementary, 171 Oscawana Lake Road 
*calling winners at 7:30p.m.  Refreshments 
for Purchase. Contact: Kimberly Patterson 
914-755-2775

Flo Brandon Book Group:  11 a.m. will 
discuss The Invention of Nature by Andrea 
Wulf. Drop-in group; new members 
always welcome. Mahopac Public Library. 

March events at Mahopac Public 
Library: 5:30 p.m. - Stuffed Animal 
Sleepover. Wear your pajamas and bring 
your favorite stuffed animal to the Library 
for this wonderful slumber party! You and 
your stuffed animal will enjoy bedtime 
stories, sing songs and then you’ll leave 
your furry friend to spend the night at 
the Library. Come back Saturday morning 
and pick up your furry pal at the Youth 
Service desk.  Registration is requested.
Saturday, March 4

If you have a garden and a library, 
you have everything you need:  Visit the 
Putnam Valley Library for a “colorful” 
garden presentation. 10 a.m. - Noon. 
Use Your Color Preferences to Plan Your 
Garden For All Four Seasons! How to 
plan before planting writing a site plan 
of your property, Using your own color 
preferences as a guide, Learn how colors 
work in your garden, Remember that 
you can have color for each season - even 
winter. Including native plants - they 
like it here. Using plants that attract 
pollinators – it’s good for them & good 
for your garden. Limiting pesticides and 
herbicides whenever possible Presenter 
Ginger Lefurgy: Ginger Lefurgy retired 
from teaching at Carmel High School in 
2011 and has served as a Master Garden 
Volunteer in Putnam County since 
2012. She has been a resident of Putnam 
Valley since 1976, and recently joined the 
Friends of the Putnam Valley Library’s 
Board of Directors. Putnam Valley 
Library, Community Room 30 Oscawana 
Lake Road  Putnam Valley.  Friends@
friendsputnamvalleylibrary.org

Artist Reception: Maria Kaprielian. 
1 p.m.  Public reception for the exhibit 
featuring a watercolor series by local artist 
Maria Kaprielian. To register for most 
programs at Mahopac Public Library, 
call 845-628-2009, ext 100, or visit www.
mahopaclibrary.org.  You must register 
at the Library for programs that require a 
fee.    An evening of short plays by John 
Pielmeier and Michael Heintzman on the 
theme, “Reunions”.  Julia L. Butterfield 
Memorial Library, 10 Morris Ave., Cold 
Spring. 845-265-3040. Registration 
requested please call 845-265-3040 Note- 
This work contains strong adult themes 
and recommended for mature audiences 

only.
Carmel Rotary Basketball Shootout: 

CHS Gym 9 a.m.-noon
Sunday, March 5 

Sundays, March 5 and March 23: 
International Folk Dancing for all ages 
and abilities.  No previous experience 
required, no partner needed.  All ages 
welcome at all times.  Line, circle, and 
couple folk dances from around the world 
will be taught and reviewed. 6:30 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. at New Era Creative Space, 
1016 Brown St., Peekskill. (right off the 
parking lot). $5 per person. For further 
information, call the NECS at 914 325-
1053 or visit the website: http://necspace.
com/events/ folkdance2016/
Monday, March 6 

Monday Evening Book Group. 7:30 
p.m. This group will discuss Flesh and 
Blood: A Scarpetta Novel by Patricia 
Cornwell.  Drop-in group, all are welcome.  
To register for most programs at Mahopac 
Public Library, call 845-628-2009, ext 100, 
or visit www.mahopaclibrary.org.  You 
must register at the Library for programs 
that require a fee.   

Journey to Health at Kent Public 
Library Strategies for Better Health 
workshop. 6:30 p.m.-7:45 p.m. Are 
you sick and tired ... of being sick and 
tired? Do you suffer from Auto-immune 
diseases? Chronic diseases? Do you 
want to know more about the Immune 
System/Epigenetics? Want to know more 
about  a Whole food plant based diet, 
(and so much more!)  This program is for 
Adults.   Registration is required.  You may 
register for the program by going to www.
kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent Public 
Library at 845-225-8585.  The library is 
located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes, 
NY 10512.
Tuesday, March 7 

Healthy Living for Your Brain and 
Body. 1 p.m. At any age, there are lifestyle 
habits we can adopt to help maintain, 
or even potentially improve our health. 
These habits may also help to keep our 
brains healthy and possibly delay the 
onset of cognitive decline. Discover 
what you can do now to improve your 
health by developing new habits in the 
areas of cognitive activity, exercise, diet 
and nutrition, and social engagement. 
Registration is requested. This program is 
presented by the Alzheimer’s Association. 
To register for most programs at Mahopac 
Public Library, call 845-628-2009, ext 100, 
or visit www.mahopaclibrary.org.  You 
must register at the Library for programs 
that require a fee.   

The Reads at Reed Book Club: 7 p.m. 
to discuss the book “Go With Me” by 
Castle Freeman.  The meeting will be held 
at Reed Memorial Library, 1733 Route 6, 
Carmel.  Contact 845-225-2439 with any 
questions.

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 022817

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AAR-
ON AT 914-654-1683

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

CAREER TRAINING
Medical Billing and Coding Career 
Training at Sullivan and Cogliano Train-
ing Centers Call 1-888-535- 9909 or click 
learn.sctrain.edu Financial Aid Available 
to those who qualify. sctrain.edu/disclo-
sures

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records,   Silver 

Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics 
Etc., Call Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

FINANCIAL
CONVENTIONAL & BANK RATE FI-
NANCING, Fix’n Flips, Hard-Bridge 
Loans, No Documents-Stated Income 
Programs, $100K-$100 Million, Pur-
chase-Refinance, SFH-1-4, Multi-family, 
Mixed Use, Commercial, 888-565-9477

HELP WANTED
IN-HOUSE IT SUPPORT (Osorio 
Cachaya Law Offices, PLLC; White Plains, 
NY): Manage and maintain servers, PC’s, 
software and hardware, back-up servers, 
and troubleshoot IT issues. Need (1) B.A. 
Degree in IT related field with coursework 
in networking and network security, (2) at 
least three years of experience in IT; and 
(3) fluent in English & Spanish. F/T, avail-
able for (1) 9 AM to 5 PM and/or (2) 12 
PM to 8 PM. Interested parties fax re-
sumes to (914) 761-8076.

HAIR STYLIST & BARBER with or 
without following.  Full time and part 
time available. Call (914) 438-5793. If no 
answer, please leave message.

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-

cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

LAWN AND GARDEN
PRIVACY HEDGES -SPRING BLOW-
OUT SALE 6ft Arborvitae (Cedar) Reg 
$129 Now $69 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. 
FREE Installation/FREE delivery, Limited 
Supply! ORDER NOW: 518-536-1367
www.lowcosttrees.com

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF WOL-
VERINE SECURITY LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 
09/26/2016.  Office loc: Westchester. SSNY 
designated as agent upon whom process 
against it may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
373 Downing Dr., Yorktown Heights, 
NY 10598. Purpose: Security Business.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LEARN-
ING ANALYTICS GROUP, LLC. Arts of 
Org filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 03/07/2011. Office loc: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent upon whom 
process may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
2435 Pinetree Pl Yorktown Hts, NY 
10598 Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF STONE 
HOME INSPECTIONS, LLC. Filed 
with SSNY on January 3, 2017. Office in 
Westchester. SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC. upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to Lisa Stone 2245 Mark Rd., Yorktown 
Heights NY, 10598. Purpose: Any lawful  
purpose.

NOTICE OF THE FORMATION OF: 
HALITE GROUP, LLC.  ART OF ORG. 
filed with SSNY on 12/30/16.  Office lo-
cation: Westchester.  SSNY designated 
as agent upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process: 
156 Great Oak Lane, Pleasantville, NY  
10570.  Purpose: any lawful acts. Pro-
vides management consulting services. 

NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION OF 
BEVERAGE MANAGEMENT SER-
VICES LLC, a foreign limited liability 
company (“LLC”) Cert. of Authority filed 
with Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 
12/14/16. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served, SSNY shall mail process to: David 
B. Petshaft, P.C. 222 Bloomingdale Rd, 
Ste 116, White Plains, NY 10605. Pur-
pose: any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: RAY 
BLUE MUSIC, LLC. Articles of or-
ganization filed with NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) on 11/29/16. Office in Westches-

ter County, SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 107  
Armstrong Avenue, Peekskill, NY 
10566, which is also the principal  
business location. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE G ELITE SPORTS 
AND FITNESS, LLC. Art. of Org. filed 
with the SSNY on 12/22/16, with an exis-
tence date of 01/01/2017. Office: Putnam 
County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
the LLC, 39 Hilltop Dr., Mahopac, NY 
10541. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF FRUIT 
& PEPPER, LLC. Arts of Org filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
01/30/2017. Office Location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 109 
Robins Rd., New Rochelle, NY 10801. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MEN-
TAL HEALTH COUNSELING SER-
VICE WESTCHESTER, PLLC. Arts of 
org filed with Secy. Of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 01/26/2017. Office location: Westches-
ter County.  SSNY designated as agent of 
the PLLC upon whom process against it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 110 Washington Ave., Pleasantville, 
NY 10570. Purpose: To provide Mental 
Health Counseling.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIM-
ITED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC).  
NAME: DGOLDCONSULTING, LLC 
Articles of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 01/04/17. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: The LLC, 24 Larissa 
Lane; Thornwood, New York 10594, 
principal business location of the LLC. 
Purpose: any lawful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NO-
ZELGOV, LLC. Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on Jan. 06, 2017. Office in West-
chester County. SSNY has been designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: Yves Jerome 60 Morrow 
Ave. 5KS Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF YOU-
CREATE, LLC. Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 2/13/17.  Office in Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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Putnam County Sheriff Donald B. 
Smith announces that the Sheriff ’s 
Office Marine Unit is offering New York 
State approved Boater Safety Courses 
in advance of the upcoming boating 
season.  The schedule of courses is as 
follows:

• Date/Time: March 12 (Sunday) from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Location: Mahopac 
Marina, 897 South Lake Boulevard, 
Mahopac, NY 10541.  How to 
Register: In person at Mahopac 
Marina or by telephone (845) 628-
6550.

• Date/Time:  April 28 and 29 (Friday & 
Saturday) from 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
on Friday and from 4:30 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. on Saturday.  Note: Attendance 
is required at both sessions, which 
together comprise a single course.  
Location: Putnam County Bureau of 
Emergency Services Building, 110 
Old Route 6, Carmel, NY 10512.  How 
to Register:  Online at the Sheriff ’s 
Office website PutnamSheriff.com 
(click on the “Boat Safety Schedule” 
link on top of the home page). 

• Date/Time:  May 13 (Saturday) from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Location: Putnam 
County Bureau of Emergency 
Services Building, 110 Old Route 6, 
Carmel, NY 10512. How to Register:  
Online at the Sheriff ’s Office website 
PutnamSheriff.com (click on the 
“Boat Safety Schedule” link on top of 
the home page). 

To be eligible to take the course, 
participants must be 10 years old or 
older.  Persons over the age of 14 who 
wish to operate a personal watercraft 
on the waters of New York State, 

as well as motorboat operators born 
on or after May 1, 1996, are required to 
complete the Boater Safety Course and 
receive the certificate. 

There is no cost for the class; 
however, upon successful completion 
of the class, persons 18 years of age 
and older are required to pay a $10 fee 
in order to receive the certificate. The 
certificate is provided free of charge to 
persons younger than 18 years of age. 

For further information, interested 
persons may communicate with Sergeant 
Michael Szabo via email at Michael.
Szabo@Putnamcountyny.gov 

Putnam County Boater 
Safety Courses Scheduled Crossword Answers

EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 022817
continued from previous page
process to: 25 Caruso Pl., Armonk, NY 
10504. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF McAllis-
ter & Quinn, LLC. Arts of Org filed with 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 02/24/2017. 
Office: N/A. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process may be served and 
shall mail process to the principal busi-

ness address: 1030 15th St NW, Ste 590W, 
Washington, DC 20005. Purpose: any 
lawful acts.
 
MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 

www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

MODULAR CONSTRUCTION
EINSTEIN MODULAR CONSTRUC-
TION- WHOLESALE FACTORY DI-
RECT PRICING. VISIT WWW.EIN-
STEINMODULARCONSTRUCTION.
COM TO VIEW PLANS AND INVOIC-
ES. WE WILL BUILD ANY PLAN. 845-
734*EMC2(3622)

REAL ESTATE
FINGER LAKES WATERFRONT 6.5 
acres- $99,900 Long lake frntge, beauti-
ful private woodlands, Pristine spring fed 
lake! 15 tracts avail from 2 to 25 acres! 
Buy now! Prices and int rates will be ris-
ing! Call 888-479-3394 NewYorkLandan-
dLakes.com

LENDER FORCES SALE! 39 acres- 
$89,900 WELL BELOW MARKET! Beau-
tiful Catskill Mtn setting. Views, woods, 
meadows, stonewalls! Approved for your 
new getaway! Terms avail. Call 888-905-
8847

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
Sebastian, Florida (East Coast) Beach 
Cove is an Age Restricted Community 
where friends are easily made. Sebastian 
is an Old Florida fishing village with a 
quaint atmosphere yet excellent medical 

facilities, shopping and restaurants. Direct 
flights from Newark to Vero Beach. New 
manufactured homes from 89,900. 772-
581-0080; www.beach-cove.com.

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

To Place a Classified Ad  
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the 
next week’s publication
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YORKTOWN BROKERAGE   914.962.4900   |   703 EAST MAIN STREET (ROUTE 6 & 6N), JEFFERSON VALLEY   |   HOULIHANLAWRENCE.COM

Barbara L. Sawin 
Real Estate Salesperson 

Mobile  914.806.2933 

37 Spruce Mountain Drive 
Putnam Valley 
WEB# PS1383195  |  $625,000 

Barbara L. Sawin 
Real Estate Salesperson 

Mobile  914.806.2933 

11 Wildflower Lane 
Putnam Valley 

WEB# PS1296761  |  $625,000 

Jonathan M. Clyman 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  917.968.9598 

1 Chiusa Lane 
Cortlandt Manor 

WEB# PS1381915  |  $609,000 

Jonathan M. Clyman 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  917.968.9598 

210 Laurel Drive 
Cortlandt Manor 

WEB# PS1377016  |  $550,000 

William “Bill” Frattarola, Jr 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Office  914.962.4900

220 Watermelon Hill Road 
Mahopac 

WEB# PS1371671  |  $550,000 

Barbara L. Sawin 
Real Estate Salesperson 

Mobile  914.806.2933 

5 Sunrise Drive 
Putnam Valley 

WEB# PS1351753  |  $550,000 

Geraldine “Gigi” Finan 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  845.590.6864 

48 Memory 
Mahopac 

WEB# PS1383497  |  $549,000 

Jonathan M. Clyman 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  917.968.9598 

24 Carolyn Drive 
Cortlandt Manor 

WEB# PS1379977  |  $549,000 

Ilna Essigogtappeh 
Real Estate Salesperson 

Mobile  914.329.4476 

7 Lakeside Road 
Brewster 

WEB# PS1380939  |  $449,000 

Barbara L. Sawin 
Real Estate Salesperson 

Mobile  914.806.2933 

82 Oak Ridge Drive 
Putnam Valley 

WEB# PS1367275  |  $399,500 

John Kincart 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.384.3385 

57 Teakettle Spout Road 
Mahopac 

WEB# PS1362752  |  $389,000 

Penny Carino 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.953.9449 

7 Albyn Place 
Yorktown Heights 

WEB# PS1383116  |  $305,000 
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IT’S A GREAT TIME TO SELL
The spring market is quickly approaching and inventory is low.   

Contact the Number One Brokerage in Putnam County 
and connect with our experienced sales professionals.


