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By David Propper
Philipstown town board members 

signaled their intention to support a 
proposed gun safe storage ordinance that’s 
garnered attention inside and outside the 
west side of Putnam County. 

The potential local law would require 
gun owners in Philipstown to store their 
weapon or weapons securely to prevent 
theft and/or access by children and other 
people who should not possess firearms. 
No owner or custodian of a firearm would 
be able to leave their firearm out of his or 
her immediate possession in their home 
without physically giving it to a lawful 
custodian, having it placed in a locked 
container or having disabled the gun with 
a safety locking device.

If a resident is accused of violating 
the safe storage law, they could face a 
misdemeanor charge and if convicted, 
could be fined up to $1,000 or imprisoned 
in county jail for up to a year, or both. But 
in order to encourage residents to report 

to law enforcement agencies lost or stolen 
firearms, a person who files a report with 
police would not be subject to a violation 
of the safe storage ordinance, according to 
the current proposal. 

While public hearings and workshops 
will be held early next year that could 
bring more revisions to the current law, 
all four board members in attendance 
(Councilman Robert Flaherty was absent) 
expressed their desire to institute the law 
in front of a packed room specifically 
there for the safe storage agenda item.

Supervisor Richard Shea called the 
proposed law “low hanging fruit” in 
regards to what responsible gun ownership 
is about. He said the safe storage law would 
be setting the “bar as low as you can go.”

“A gun is a powerful tool and with that 
comes a big responsibility,” Shea, a gun 
owner, said. 

He said most gun owners in the 

By David Propper and Anna Young
Voters in the Carmel Central School 

District soundly rejected two large scale 
bond propositions Monday that would 
have cost $85.6 million, but would’ve also 
paved the way for massive upgrades in 
facilities across the district.

The two propositions failed miserably 
with 1,430 (64 percent) voting against the 
first proposition and 1,512 (68 percent) 
voting against the second proposition. 
The stinging defeat left district officials 
disappointed and questioning what they 
could’ve done differently to yield a better 
result. 

As results were announced, members 
of the board of education and community 
that were in attendance at Carmel High 
School and supported the bond gasped, 
thinking and hoping the results were 
going to be better news for them.

The Carmel Board of Education 
approved the referendum at the end of 
October in a 6-1 vote with Trustee John 
Curzio the sole dissenter. The cost of 
proposition A was $37.2 million and the 
price tag for proposition B was $48.4 
million. For a house assessed at $350,000, 

Past PV Fire Chief 
Remembered for Service

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO
One of  Putnam Valley’s finest was fondly and proudly remembered last week when residents across 
the town and Putnam County tipped their hat to Richard Carroll, who died from illness on Nov. 30. A 
service was held last week to honor Carroll, who was a longtime Putnam Valley resident and active 
member of  the town fire department, even serving as chief  during his long volunteer career. Carroll 
is survived by his wife, Merilyn Francis Carroll to whom he was married for nearly 60 years, and by 
his five children. He is best remembered as the local newspaperman with the ubiquitous white van. 
Included among his many hobbies were coin collecting, Irish music, the beach, and good steaks, 
according to his obituary. He most recently lived in New Jersey.

Philipstown Officials Voice 
Support for Safe Storage Law

Carmel School District Voters Reject Bond Propositions

continued on page 4
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Members of  the community and school board were on hand for the results of  the bond propositions 
Monday night. 
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By David Propper
A longstanding rule in the Putnam 

County Legislature was altered last 
Tuesday that would make it easier to allow 
additional materials or items to be added 
to an agenda for a committee meeting or 
full meeting of the lawmaking body. 

In a 7-1 vote, lawmakers (Barbara 
Scuccimarra was absent) approved a 
rule change that would only require a 
supermajority of legislators to agree to add 
another item to the agenda the same day 
rather than a unanimous vote, which has 
been the policy for decades. Proponents 
of the law change claim it would make 
governing more efficient while critics 
think it’ll damage transparency. 

While the scenario rarely comes up, 
when an item is requested to be included 
after the agenda for that meeting is already 
established, it requires all nine legislators 
in agreement to allow it on the docket, but 
this rule will only call for six lawmakers 
to accept the additional material or item.

Legislator Dini LoBue, the sole no 
vote, was against the revision because “it 
flies in the face of open and transparent 
government.” She said it would allow the 
legislature to put items and information 
on meeting agendas without any vetting 
or input from the public. (Legislator 
Barbara Scuccimarra was absent.) 

But the other lawmakers rebuffed 
that notion. Legislator Carl Albano said 

the rule would allow for more efficient 
government and most of the items brought 
forward last minute need to be approved 
imminently regardless of discussion. 

“We wouldn’t bring anything forward 
unless there was good reason for it,” 
Albano said. “I’ve never seen when a 
period of time made a difference. It held 
up progress and it held up things getting 
done in a timely matter.” 

LoBue asked for an example of an 
urgent matter that needed to be put on 
the agenda during a meeting. Legislature 
Chairwoman Ginny Nacerino said there 
was one instance when the legislature had 
to schedule a special meeting because 
the issue couldn’t be addressed at a past 
meeting as a result of one vote stopping 
the item from being discussed.

“I don’t think the intent is to be evasive 
or not be transparent,” Nacerino said. 

LoBue said an aspect of the Butterfield 

lease for the senior center was one instance 
where the legislature tried to rush an item 
through without public input.

Legislator Paul Jonke said the new 
policy would still allow for transparency 
because six lawmakers would need to vote 
for the last minute item to be placed on 
the meeting docket. 

“This is democracy,” Jonke said of the 
supermajority clause. “I don’t see why one 
vote should hold up process and progress.”

The rule change comes at a time when 
the only lawmaker that would likely stop 
an item from being added the same day, 
LoBue, is leaving office after she lost her 
reelection bid to Republican challenger 
Amy Sayegh. 

Some residents on hand questioned the 
adjusted law. Carmel resident Armanda 
Famiglietti said she hopes the new 
policy doesn’t sacrifice transparency for 
efficiency and the public should be able to 
comment on new information before it is 

voted on.
Southeast Councilwoman Lynne 

Eckardt, representing herself, said she 
strongly disagreed with the approval 
to add new items only through a 
supermajority instead of unanimously. 
She called the new policy “unfair to the 
public.”

Also coming up at the meeting was 
the controversial pay adjustments most 
legislators approved for themselves 
during the budget process starting next 
year. Lawmakers, in a part-time position, 
currently make close to $36,000, but 
starting next year will make close to 
$41,000. 

Famiglietti said she hasn’t heard any 
reasonable criteria as to why lawmakers 
voted to give themselves a raise “other 
than ‘it’s been a long time since we had 
a raise.’” She said a committee should be 
established to occasionally review the 
salaries of the elected officials. 

Eckardt listed the hours each legislator 
reported they worked in an official 
capacity on a weekly basis in 2017. Two 
lawmakers reported they worked between 
20 and 30 hours, five lawmakers said they 
worked between 10 and 15 hours and two 
lawmakers filed they worked less than ten 
hours per week.

She said the pay hikes were “ill-advised 
and the public made it known loud and 
clear.”

County Lawmakers Make Revision to Longtime Policy
‘It f lies in the 
face of open 

and transparent 
government.’- 

Legislator 
Dini LoBue

‘I don’t think the 
intent is to be 
evasive or not 

be transparent’ - 
Legislator Ginny 

Nacerino

Q: If I have chronic back pain, will I need surgery? 
A: Not necessarily. There are plenty of effective 
non-surgical solutions for back pain, and over 80 
percent of people with back pain respond to non-
invasive treatment. When you first see a medical 
provider – whether it’s your primary care provider, a 
chiropractor, a physiatrist, or an orthopedist – you’ll 
undergo a thorough examination. For most patients, 
a care provider will recommend over-the-counter 
anti-inflammatory medicines (naproxen, ibuprofen), 
a program of stretching and exercise, and perhaps 
modalities such as heat massage, muscle stimulation, 
and physical therapy. 

Q: What if my back still feels lousy after 
a week or two?    
A: For the one in five patients who don’t respond to 
non-invasive treatments, a medical care provider may 
recommend an MRI or a CAT scan to determine whether 
a disc – the rubbery cushioning between the vertebral 
bones of the spine –  is pressing on a nerve in the spinal 
cord. If the imaging doesn’t reveal any problems, you may 
get a prescription for stronger anti-inflammatory drugs 
or pain killers. For some patients, an epidural injection of 
steroids may help calm inflammation that’s triggering pain. 

Q: What if I have disc problems and 
my pain won’t go away? 
A: When there is a lot of arthritis in the spine, a patient’s 
mobility is already limited and fusing the vertebrae is 
often the best choice. However, if the spine is relatively 
healthy, an artificial disc will help preserve natural 
motion and prevent deterioration of adjacent discs, 
compared to fusion. The artificial disc is made of a 
soft plastic center placed between metal alloy plates. 

Q: What is recovery like for this procedure?
A: New, minimally invasive techniques, limit damage 
to surrounding muscles and nerves, and as a result, 
patients recover much faster. The surgery can be done 
on an outpatient basis and risks are minimal. After 
a week or two of soreness, patients begin physical 
therapy and many are back to normal activities in less 
than six weeks. I remember a disc replacement patient 
who came in for her follow up 10 days after surgery. 
Her sciatica was completely gone and she was able to 
stop taking pain medications. Every patient is different, 
of course, but the vast majority of patients experience 
significant improvements post-surgery.

Do You Have Back Pain?
Treatment has come a long way: 
Here’s what you need to know…

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Ask the Doctor
Ezriel Kornel, MD, FACS
Director, Neurosciences
Orthopedic and Spine Institute
Northern Westchester Hospital

Learn more about 
Dr. Kornel, visit 
nwhorthoandspine.org/
DrKornel
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By David Propper
Another round of a public hearing 

was held in the Town of Kent last week 
regarding a proposed local law that would 
ban concrete production in most of the 
town.

The proposed law, put forth by 
Councilman Paul Denbaum, would 
outlaw the production of concrete, the 
operation of a concrete products plant, or 
the manufacture in any form of concrete 
in town except in one commercial 
district. Any business currently and 
lawfully producing concrete prior to the 
law being passed would have two years 
to cease its business. A business could 
seek an extension, which the ZBA would 
decide and the town board would handle 

any appeal from that ZBA determination.
The law was proposed after Titan 

Concrete got the OK to operate on land 
along Route 52 owned by Kent Investors. 

The attorney representing Titan 
Concrete, John Stellakis, said it’s “fairly 
obvious” the town is targeting just the 
property used by Titan Concrete. He also 
argued the extension of time provision is 
vague and doesn’t set forth any standards 
as to why an extension would be granted. 

He claimed the oversight to the 
extension was improper because if the 
zoning board of appeals denies the 
extension request, the appeal would go to 
the town board, which he called a conflict 
of interest. 

“The town board is trying to get rid of 

this concrete plant so at the end of the 
day--the end all be all decision--over that 
decision with respect to the revised law is 
improper,” Stellakis said. 

Denbaum asked Stellakis if Titan was 
willing to elaborate how it went from 
originally asserting it’s spent $3 million 
on the property to currently claiming $5 
million has gone into the parcel. Denbaum 
said Titan has complained about the 
amortization period of two years because 
of the costs it’s incurred, but he would like 
to see evidence of money put forward.

Stellakis responded by arguing because 
the land is a “permitted use,” that 
amortization period would not apply 
to Titan. But regardless, Stellakis said a 
two-year deadline to cease business is 
“unreasonable.”

The same group of residents near the 
plant also showed up to say their piece. 
Thomas O’Leary said after doing research 
on the topic, the silicon dust and diesel 
smoke from the plant is hazardous 
to people’s health. Robert Addonizio 
said the owner of Titan Concrete has 
claimed he wants the business to be 
good neighbors, but their actions speak 
otherwise. Addonizio said if he knew 
back in 1979 that Titan Concrete would 
one day operate near his home, he would 
have never purchased it. 

“The noise is absolutely ridiculous that 

we put up with,” resident Maureen Guido 
said. 

The town board also voted down a 
protest petition last week from Kent 
Investors demanding the board must pass 
the concrete law by a supermajority or 
75 percent. Supervisor Maureen Fleming 
is recusing herself from the vote because 
the homeowners’ association she’s part of 
has filed an Article 78 lawsuit to reverse 
a decision by the former ZBA that gave 
Titan the green light to operate. 

The petition was submitted by co-
manager of Kent Investors Donald Flood 
and only signed by one property owner, 
Kent Investors, which they argued was 
enough because they are the only property  
owner affected by the rule change.

“The property owned by Kent Investors 
is the only property in the Town of Kent 
which is involved in the ‘production of 
concrete’…” part of the petition states. 
“Records maintained by the Town of Kent 
make it crystal clear that the property 
and its use are the singular target of the 
proposed local law.”

Since the zoning change covers almost 
the entire town, the town attorney said 
the petition was insufficient because 
of lack of signatures. The petition was 
turned down by a 4-0 vote with Fleming 
recusing herself. 

Kent Town Board and Concrete Plant on Collision Course
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the average payment over ten years for 
both propositions would have been 
$10.71 per month or $128.47 per year. 

The bond would’ve paid for building 
and property improvements in the 
district including purchasing a piece of 
property for a new transportation facility, 
creating two innovation wings at the high 
school, replacing roofs, upgrading fields 
at the middle school, renovating libraries 
in several schools, paving the baseball 
field at the high school to convert it into 
a parking lot, as well as other renovations. 
The improvements were meant to align 
with the district’s strategic plan and match 
with 21st century learning, supporters 
said. 

But opponents of the two bond 
proposals argued taxes in the area are 
high enough and these bonds would only 
add to the tax burden.

A disheartened Andy Irvin, Carmel’s 
superintendent of schools, said he didn’t 
think the district did a good enough job 
getting information about bonds out to 
voters. He noted just because the bond 
was for more than $85 million, it didn’t 
mean that full price tag would be carried 
by local taxpayers. New York State aid 
would have covered some of the expenses 
toward the facilities upgrades and 
construction, he said. 

He also pointed to the federal tax plan 
currently proposed in Congress, which 
would eliminate what homeowners can 
deduct in taxes on a federal level. Irvin 
believes that potential change worried 
voters about the higher taxes they could 
be paying in the future. 

The school board will meet next week 
to discuss the next steps moving forward.

“I think they need to take a look at 
these numbers and say where do we go 
and I think there’s probably at least two if 
not three options,” Irvin said. “Maybe you 

take the things that are going to happen 
whether they get voter approval or not, 
and those things alone would ruin school 
budgets, so you have to get them in a 
bond. It’s still the only way you’re going to 
do it, but maybe you get support for that.”

School board member Richard Kreps 
said the community sent a message that 
the bond project was too expensive. The 
board needs to reconsider what projects 
it needs to pursue going forward, he said.

“It doesn’t mean it was a complete 
disaster, it just means you have to rethink 
where we need to be,” Kreps said. “There 
are some things we definitely need, so the 
board will have to go back and rethink it 
according to what the community told 
us.”

School board member John Cody said 
he thought the board needs to discuss 
what it should do following this bond 
defeat and possibly restructure something 
with the help of the committee that 
worked on this bond.

“I think a lot of people have worked 
very hard over the last few months 
volunteering their time and really put a 
lot of thought into this,” Cody said. “It’s 
always disappointing when you think 
you’re doing what’s right for the student 
body.”

continued from page 1

Carmel School District Voters 
Reject Bond Propositions

ANNA YOUNG PHOTO
Signs scattered in town encouraged voters to 
turn down the two bond proposals and it worked. 
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community are already practicing safe 
storage so if the local law is approved, 
most people won’t be affected. The new 
draft keeps the language in the proposal 
broad and open for some interpretation 
that leaves a gray area for law enforcement 
officials to make a judgment call, Shea 
said. 

The law, if passed, would help educate 
gun owners about safe storage, Shea said.

Councilman John Van Tassel, a gun 
owner, also signaled his support for the 
local bill, but cautioned “direct possession” 
needs to be firmly determined so no 

gun owner loses their right to protect 
themselves. Councilwoman Nancy 
Montgomery said with some questions 
regarding the local law, she would like to 
include input from residents and the town 
attorney before it’s passed. 

The town board noted residents brought 
the issue forward more than a year ago. 
Since then, it’s been a hot button issue 
in town between gun control supporters 
and second amendment advocates with 
a handful of people in various firearm 
organizations from across the county and 
Lower Hudson Valley region attending 
meetings. 

“We will get to a good ordinance I think 

and hopefully everyone can be happy 
about it,” Montgomery said. 

Two residents, Craig Watters (a former 
candidate for town board) and Eric Vogel 
waited until the end of the meeting to 
address the ordinance.  Vogel questioned 
how pressing an issue the safe storage 
ordinance is, pointing out a community 
congress group in Philipstown didn’t 
include it in a list of priorities it wanted 
for the town. 

He also said the town could face a 
lawsuit if the safe storage law is passed 
and wondered if it was worth the money 
defending it. He questioned if the potential 
law was even enforceable. 

“The only people it’s going to affect 
is going to be responsible gun owners,” 
Vogel said, noting “criminals” won’t follow 
this law. 

The light back and forth debate between 
the town board and a couple gun owners 
is likely just a preview of possibly heated 
discussions upcoming. Van Tassel said 
near the end of the discussion he didn’t 
want an incident to take place in the 
future that this law could prevent.

“As someone who sits up here I’m not 
going to live with the fact if something 
does happen and I had an opportunity to 
stop it and I did nothing, I’m not living 
with that,” Van Tassel said. 

continued from page 1

Philipstown Officials Voice Support for Safe Storage Law
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By Rick Pezzullo
The Christmas spirit is alive and well 

in Yorktown despite the actions of two 
grinches who broke into the business of 
a charity on Front Street last month and 
stole money and merchandise intended 
to help families in need.

Donna Simone, founder of Yorktown 
Love in Action, described the outpouring 
of support she has received since news 
circulated about two burglars who 
trashed her storefront on Nov. 29 and got 
away with thousands of dollars and gift 
cards.

“It’s been unbelievable. I feel so 
blessed,” Simone said. “You never really 
know what your fellow neighbors think 
of you until something like this happens. 
I’ve had kids with tears in their eyes hand 
me $2 and $5. A business owner gave 
a sizeable donation and someone else 
offered to help pay part of our rent. I’m 
just amazed.”

The mission of Yorktown Love in 
Action, which Simone created in 2011, 
is to help residents in Westchester and 
Putnam who need temporary assistance 
due to unforeseen life events, like loss 
of job, natural disasters, sickness, and 
death of family member. The non-
profit organization provides clothing, 
household needs, food, furniture and 
other necessities to help about 225 
individuals annually get back “on their 
feet.”

According to Simone and surveillance 
cameras, two individuals entered the 
building through a bathroom window at 
about 11:15 p.m. on November 29. They 
trashed several rooms before heading 
to Simone’s upstairs office, which they 
busted into by using a knife. They then 
destroyed a surveillance camera.

“It was like a TV show,” Simone said 
of the way the burglars carried out the 
crime. “If they really needed stuff you can 
go any place this time of year and ask for 
help. What were they thinking?”

The thieves stole envelopes with 
thousands of dollars in cash that was 
donated, along with gift cards, a $760 
watch, gold earrings and a laptop before 
exiting just before midnight.

“This was for the holidays,” Simone 
said of the money that was stolen, which 
she noted she doesn’t normally have on 
hand but she had been too busy to deposit 
in the bank. 

Simone said she initially thought the 
robbery was random, but after viewing 
the camera footage a second time and 
studying their pattern of movement she 
feels the individuals were familiar with 
the location.

“I don’t think they were regulars, but 
probably visited once or twice, so they 
knew where the stairs to the office were,” 
she said.

Simone offered praise for the Yorktown 
Police Department, which has declined to 

comment on the crime, and believes the 
culprits, who also attempted to rob a bus 
company across the street, will be caught.

“I hope they find them. I’m pretty 
optimistic that they will,” she said.

In the meantime, Love in Action is 
appealing to the community to help it 
recover so it can serve the families who 
need assistance this holiday season. 
Any interested in making a donation 
can call (914) 490-3966, go in person 
to 1736 Front Street, where it has been 
located since 2015 after moving from 
Mohegan Lake, or visit its website www.
yorktownloveinaction.com and utilize 
PayPal or GoFundMe.
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By Anna Young
Representatives from the Radiation 

and Public Health Project (RPHP) 
believe radioactive emissions from Indian 
Point are directly linked to a spike in 
thyroid cancer rates in the four counties 
surrounding the nuclear plant. 

With thyroid cancer being the 
fastest growing cancer in the country, 
representatives from the non-profit 
organization found that residents living 
in Westchester, Putnam, Rockland and 
Orange counties have been inhaling 
cancer-related chemicals released from 
the plant for over 40 years. 

Susan Shapiro, an environmental 
attorney and RPHP board member, 
explained that each time the nuclear 
reactor has an emergency or unplanned 
shutdown, or shuts down for refueling, 
the plant releases higher concentrated 
levels of radioactive iodine into the air 
and water. 

“These isotopes are known to cause 
cancer, and specifically, they release 
radioactive iodine, which is a known 
marker for thyroid cancer,” Shapiro said 
at the Manhattan-based press conference 
on Dec. 4. “Every day that Indian Point 
continues to operate more children, more 
young women, and more people will 
be exposed to high levels of radioactive 
iodine.”

Joseph Mangano, executive director of 

RPHP, said when waste products from the 
reactor enters the blood stream it targets 
the thyroid gland attacking and killing 
healthy cells. He said cancer sufferers are 
often healthy middle-aged adults. 

But Entergy spokesman Jerry Nappi 
dismissed the claims made at the press 
conference, saying, “Joe Mangano’s 
research and methods have regularly been 
labeled junk-science and criticized and 
discredited by legitimate scientists and 
government public health experts across 

the nation. The claims made today are by 
a group that is first and foremost opposed 
to nuclear power.”

Joanne DeVito, a former Rockland 
County resident who lived eight miles 
from Indian Point for two decades, said 
she and her three adult daughters were all 
diagnosed with thyroid cancer in 2013. 

“People don’t realize how this affects 
families,” said DeVito, adding that her 
and her daughters all had their thyroids 
removed together. “For the rest of my life 
I will always worry about them and it’s 
something that I’ll never get over.”

Prior to their diagnosis, DeVito said 
two of her daughters had already been 
diagnosed with thyroid conditions 
Hashimoto’s disease and Grave’s disease. 
She added that her 40-year-old son 
currently has a nodule on his thyroid that 
doctors are monitoring. 

“We don’t have thyroid cancer in 
our family. To have four people in the 
immediate family, maybe five, is just 
unbelievable,” DeVito said. “How many 
other people aren’t diagnosed? Why 
doesn’t the government help us and 
protect us?”

Research by RPHP showed that cancer 
rates have increased eightfold since Indian 
Point’s nuclear reactors started operating 
in 1974. In addition, a RPHP study 
showed that cancer rates in the 1970’s 
were 22% below the national average and 

is presently 53% above. 
The RPHP conducted a study testing 

the radioactivity levels in nearly 5,000 
baby teeth finding that levels were 
highest in counties near nuclear plants. 
Representatives said levels continue to 
rise as reactors age. 

“Nuclear energy is constantly giving 
off these new chemicals and heat and we 
as human beings think we can contain 
it in a system but this a big experiment,” 
Shapiro said. “Nuclear energy and nuclear 
power is just a big experiment and we’re 
the guinea pigs in it and unfortunately 
there’s illness related to what they’re 
experimenting with.”

Shapiro stressed the importance of 
going to the doctor and getting tested 
annually. She added that residents living 
in the region should retain potassium 
iodine, stating that taking it within an 
hour of a nuclear release or disaster will 
fight off the radioactive toxins. 

While thyroid cancer is one of the most 
treatable cancers, Mangano said the death 
rate has continued to increase, adding that 
children and infants are more susceptible 
to the disease. 

“Any discussion of the future of Indian 
Point must include health issues from 
routine releases,” Mangano said. “There 
is no more important an issue than the 
public’s health.”

ANNA YOUNG PHOTO
(L to R) Susan Shapiro environmental attorney, 
Joseph Mangano Executive Director of  Radiation 
and Public Health Project, Joanne DeVito, former 
Rockland resident who was diagnosed with 
Thyroid Cancer. 

Group Claims Thyroid Cancer High in Indian Point Region
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Add some sparkle to your holiday season with a magical adventure 
into a glittering world of Tchaikovsky’s “The Nutcracker” presented 
by Seven Star School of Performing Arts. Perfect for young audiences 
and the young at heart; follow Clara and her Nutcracker Prince as 
they travel through the Land of the Sugarplum Fairy. This holiday 
tradition of includes a cast of over 175 local performers, beautiful 
choreography and stunning costumes and picturesque sets.

Performances will be held at the Brewster High School Performing 
Arts Center at 50 Foggintown Road in Brewster on Friday, December 
15 at 6:30 p.m.; Saturday, December 16 at 3 p.m. & 7:30 p.m. and 
Sunday, December 17 at 3 p.m.

Purchase tickets in advanced for only $15. Discounts for Senior 
Citizens (65+) and Girl Scouts are available for advance ticket 
purchase by December 6th. All tickets are $20 at the door. Tickets 
are available at Seven Star School of Performing Arts 509 Route 312 
in Brewster.

Visit www.SevenStarSchool.com, email info@sevenstarschool.com or 
call (845) 278-0728 for more information.

Forecasters have predicted that this 
winter will be so cold that if you boil a 
pot of water, take it outside and toss it 
into the air, it will freeze and turn into 
ice crystals before it hits the ground. 
The drop in temperatures will mean an 
increase in home heating bills. For those 
who find it difficult to manage home 
heating costs during winter, there is help.  
Senator Terrence Murphy is pleased to 
announce that more than $327 million 
in funding is available to help elderly and 
low and moderate-income New Yorkers 
stay warm during the winter through 
the Home Energy Assistance Program 

(HEAP).   
“The cold can take a toll on many of our 

most vulnerable citizens, especially senior 
citizens and families on low or fixed 
incomes who may have to decide between 
keeping warm, or paying for shelter or 
food,” said Senator Murphy.  “If you or 
someone you know needs assistance with 
covering the cost of heating bills this 
winter, please take the time to see if you 
qualify for HEAP.”   

Assemblyman Kevin Byrne said, “As we 
prepare for the upcoming winter, we must 
all continue to do our best to provide 
for the public health and safety of our 

residents.  That includes providing needed 
relief for qualifying families through the 
Home Energy Assistance Program. No 
one should ever be left out in the cold.”   

If you are eligible, you may receive 
one regular HEAP benefit per program 
year to help you pay for heating your 
home. Eligibility and benefits are based 
on income, household size, the primary 
heating source, and the presence of a 
household member who is under age six, 
is 60 or older or permanently disabled. 
Regular benefits for households that 
pay for heat based on actual usage are 
paid directly to the vendor that supplies 

the household’s primary source of 
heat. Eligible energy sources include 
homes heated by electricity, natural gas, 
oil, coal, propane, wood, wood pellets 
or kerosene. Up to $675 per home is 
available during the program year, and 
those eligible for a HEAP benefit may 
also receive emergency benefits if they 
are in danger of running out of fuel 
or at risk of having their heat shut off.  
Applications for the HEAP program 
are available online at www.mybenefits.
ny.gov.  Anyone interested in applying in 
person can also make an appointment at 
their regional Office for Senior Resources.
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State Lawmakers Announce Program to Help Needy Stay Warm

‘The Nutcracker’ 
Ballet in Brewster

PROVIDED PHOTO
Clara with her Nutcracker prince.

Brewster Rotary Comes 
Thru for Needy Families 

PROVIDED PHOTO

Brewster Rotarian Will Stephens Sr. (center), a veteran of  World War II, 
presented a check for $500 to New York Riders organization last month. 
Bob Ferguson (left) and Cliff  Fitzgerald (right) accepted the check. Money 
was used to provide Thanksgiving meals to needy veterans and their families 
in our area who otherwise would not have them.
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By Neal Rentz
Last Saturday was a milestone day for 

the Shrub Oak business co-owned by 
Mahopac resident Christina Conklin 
and her mother, Pat Corbi of Wappingers 
Falls.

The name of their business changed 
from The Nail Garden to the TNG Beauty 
Full Service Salon.

Conklin explained why she and her 
mother decided to change the name. “We 
do a lot more than nails,” she said last 
week.

Even with the name change there is still 
a reference to its former moniker because 
TNG stands for The Nail Garden, Conklin 
noted.

Conklin outlined the wide variety of 
services offered for men, women, youths 
and adults at her business. “We do hair 
services – color, highlights, hair cutting, 
blow drying, styling,” she noted. “We 
do acrylic nails, manicures, pedicures, 
gel nail polish. We do facials. We do 
electrolysis. We do facial waxings and 
body waxings.”   

Conklin is one of her establishment’s 
hair stylists. She and her mother have 
owned their business for 13 years and 
moved it to its current Old Yorktown 
Road location six years ago from another 

Shrub Oak location. The current location 
provides better exposure to the public, she 
said. “We just were looking for something 
new and fresh,” she said.  

Following her high school graduation, 
Conklin said attended hair dressing 
school. “I always worked as a stylist,” she 

said. “Just one day the opportunity came 
that The Nail Garden was for sale and 
mom and I decided to run the business.”

Corbi serves as the receptionist and is 
responsible for the administrative tasks 
at TNG. “It’s easy to work with mom,” 
Conklin said. 

Conklin said her customers typically 
come from northern Westchester, Putnam 
and Connecticut. “They’re from all over,” 
she said. 

Conklin said her business has been 
successful because of their loyal customers 
and her experienced staff. “We are very 
friendly. We’re like a family here. We all 
get along great,” she said. “And we have 
a good time when we work, and I think 
that’s important.” 

Conklin said a goal for her business was 
to “expand our hair business. I have a lot 
of talented girls who do hair.”

TNG Beauty Salon is located at 3691 
Old Yorktown Rd. in Shrub Oak. For more 
information, call 914-243-5405.

TNG Beauty Full Service Salon 
Shrub Oak

Business 

of the Week

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Mahopac resident Christina Conklin is co-owner of  the TNG Beauty Full Service Salon in Shrub Oak. 
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Frank P. Carbone
Frank P. Carbone, of Brewster, died 

peacefully with his family by his side on 
Sunday December 3, at Putnam Hospital 
Center. He was 72-years-old. Mr. Carbone 
was born on April 18, 1945 in the Bronx, 
son of the late Frank and Mary (Tellacolo) 
Carbone. On June 4, 1969 he married 
the love of his life Joyce Ann Tomascak. 
Together they moved to Brewster. Frank 
was an electrician with Metro North 
Railroad for many years before retiring. 
His family was his everything, he enjoyed 
spending time with his wife, children and 
grandchildren. Mr. Carbone is not only 
survived by his wife, Joyce, but also his 
three sons; Frank Carbone Jr. of Millbrook, 
Christopher Carbone of Poughquag, 
David Baisley of Brewster, his sister Mary 
Ann Brown and his three grandchildren.

Anthony R. DeCesare
Anthony Ralph DeCesare, 24, of 

Mahopac, died unexpectedly on 
December 4, from complications of 
pneumonia. He was born on March 19, 
1993 in Carmel, the son of Ralph and 
Deborah(Impieri) DeCesare. Anthony 
was a graduate of Mahopac High School 
and a manager in the family business D&D 
Traffic Control. He loved traveling with 
his friends and family, boating, skiing, 
fishing with Uncle Danny, driving, and 
racing remote controlled cars. Anthony is 
survived by his parents Ralph and Debbie, 

sisters Valerie and Angela, maternal 
grandparents Daniel and Rose Impieri, 
paternal grandmother Jean DeCesare, 
and numerous aunts, uncles, cousins, 
and friends. He was predeceased by his 
paternal grandfather Ralph E. DeCesare.

William F. Feeney
William Francis Feeney of Putnam 

Valley, died peacefully at his home 
on Tuesday, December 5. He was 97. 
The youngest of seven, Bill was born 
on November 28, 1920 to Charles and 
Margaret Burke Feeney in Uniontown, 
PA. At the age of 17 Bill joined the Civilian 
Conservation Corps (CCC), a popular 
early conservation program and a major 
part of FDR’s New Deal. He moved to 
New York City in 1937 and enlisted in the 
U.S. Navy in January 1942. During World 
War II he served aboard the USS Relief, a 
hospital ship in the South Pacific. He was 
discharged with the rank of Ship’s Cook 
First Class in October 1945. On November 
19, 1944, Bill married Lillian Mahoney in 
the Bronx, moving to Lake Peekskill. He 
worked at the J.C. Penney Company in 
New York City. In April 1953, he began 
employment with General Motors at their 
Tarrytown plant, and also worked part-
time as a seasonal police officer for the 
Town of Putnam Valley. He moved with his 
family to Spruce Knolls in 1965. Following 
early retirement from General Motors 
in December 1974 as General Foreman 

in the body shop, he was a real estate 
salesman for three years, and for five years 
a crew chief employed by the Westchester 
Community Opportunity Program 
assigned to Putnam Weatherization. A 
communicant of St. Columbanus Church, 
Bill was a Past Commander of Putnam 
Valley American Legion Post 1517 and 
helped build the American Legion Hall on 
Oscawana Lake Road. He served several 
years on the town’s Board of Standards 
and Appeals; was President of the local 
Democratic Club 1968-70 and 1975-76, 
also serving several years as a member 
and Chairman of the Democratic Town 
Committee. Bill is survived by three sons, 
Dennis (Theresa) Feeney of Austintown, 
OH; William (Deborah) Feeney II of 
Monroe, CT; and Richard Feeney of 
Putnam Valley. He will truly be missed by 
his ten grandchildren, Brian Spears, Brock 
(Sharon) Spears, Dennis (Allison Sullivan) 
Feeney, Jr., Jill (Timothy) DeRenzo, 
Timothy (Belinda Karpf) Feeney, Bridget 
Feeney, McKenna Feeney, Emma Feeney, 
Hannah Feeney, and Connor Feeney; five 
great-grandchildren, HeatherRose and 
Brock Spears; Christopher and Daniel 
DeRenzo; and Rowan Sullivan-Feeney; 
two step great-grandchildren, Kevin 
Snyder and Samantha Snyder. He will 
also be missed by all who knew and loved 
him dearly, including son-in-law James 
Gorman, former daughter-in-law Caroline 
Oschwald, as well as several nieces, 

nephews and friends. He was predeceased 
by his devoted wife, Lillian Feeney; 
beloved daughters Rosemary Spears and 
Nancy Beth Gorman; daughter-in-law 
Patrice Feeney; son-in-law Philip Spears; 
as well as two sisters and four brothers.

Catherine Durkin
Catherine ‘Gert’ Durkin, age 98, 

a lifelong resident of Brewster, died 
Wednesday, December 6, in Purdys. Gert 
was born on April 25, 1919 in Brewster 
to Michael Joseph and Catherine Cecelia 
(Farrell) Durkin. She graduated from 
Brewster High School in 1937. Gert was 
an Accounting Clerk with the Putnam 
County Savings Bank in Brewster for 
25 years retiring December 31, 1998. 
A lifelong parishioner of St. Lawrence 
O’Toole Church, Gert was also a member 
of the Catholic Daughters, Court 
Bernadine in Brewster. Through the years, 
Gert enjoyed travel to such destinations as 
Bermuda, Ireland & Italy. Gert is survived 
by her nieces and nephews, Dorothy 
Eastwood of Brewster, Jeanette Hatley of 
Fresno, CA, David Durkin of Rensselaer 
and Edward Durkin of Sandy Hook, CT. 
She was also survived by 13 great and 18 
great great nieces and nephews. Gert was 
pre-deceased by her brother and sister-
in-law, William J. and Alma Durkin, her 
brother Thomas Durkin and her nephew 
William J. Durkin Jr.

Obituaries

Someone You Know Would Love the
Gift that Always Gets Rave Reviews!

•	You	purchase	the	Gift	certificates
	 and	the	recipients	choose	the	show!
•	a	complete	served	meal	is	included.
•	Gift	certificates	are	Good	for	one
	 Year	and	a	Great	lineup	of	shows.

Gift Certificates for Two to the WBT
                      A Taste of Broadway and Fine Dining!

Now Through Christmas Eve 

 
Beat the January 1st Price Increase! …and any price increases throughout 2018!

Purchase Gift Certificates Now for 2018 Shows at 2017 Prices!
For each WBT Gift Certificate for Two you purchase 

FOR THEM, you will receive a voucher worth 

50% Off of Two $89 Tickets for You! 
to any WBT show during 2018!*

 GET A GIFT

IN A HURRY?  PURCHASE & PRINT ONLINE! 
www.BroadwayTheatre.com

 KIOSKS OPEN THRU 6 PM CHRISTMAS EvE  POUGHKEEPSIE GALLERIA • JEFFERSON VALLEY
WBT BOx OFFIcE (914) 592-2222

Gift Certificates purchased during 2017 holiday season will be good thru Jan. 31, 2019.
* Voucher is valid for our 2018 shows only. COMPLETE DETAILS ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE.

2018 at the WBT

plus	a	lineup	of	
concerts,	comedY	
niGhts	and	more!

april 5 – july 1, 2018

JULY 5 – Sept. 9, 2018

Sept. 13 – Nov. 25, 2018;
dec. 27, ’18 – jaN. 27, ’19

THEY DELIVERED THE P
APERS

Until They Made

The Headlines

JANUARY 11 – APRIL 1, ’18

“One Singular Sensation”

NOV. 29 – DEC. 23, 2018

The Dickens Classic

A Must See for 
Buddy Holly Fans!

THe NigHT THe MuSic 
Lived  

The management reserves the right to make schedule or program changes if required. All sales final. No cash or credit card refunds.

luXurY	BoXes	(914)	592--8730

BOX OFFICE 
(914) 592-2222   

GROUP SALES 
(914) 592-2225

A Proud Sponsor of WBT Official Bank of WBT2597 Rt. 22 Patterson
PattersonAutoBody.com 845.878 .3456

Your Complete Automotive Service Center

FREE
3

DECEMBER SPECIALS
BUY3SNOW TIRES AND GET THE

4TH FOR FREE
Winter CAR CARE Special $49.95

PREPARE YOUR VEHICLE FOR WINTER
Oil & Filter change service including: BG Gas and Oil additives

Check all fluid levels & top off as needed • Check lights, belts & hoses
Test antifreeze protection • Inspect brakes, steering & suspension

Rotate tires if needed • Inspect tires & adjust pressure
And… check cabin air filter.

Most cars & SUVs, up to 5 quarts of conventional motor oil. Some restrictions may apply.
CALL FOR DETAILS. EXPIRES: 12/31/17

COLLISION REPAIR
We Handle your Entire Claim using

Only Factory Authorized Parts
NYS Inspection • Air Conditioning

Wheel Alignment & Balancing
Preventive Maintenance • Towing
Car & Truck Rentals • Tire Center

Check us out on Facebook
for exclusive specials!

PAB DEcember Oil special:Layout 1  12/1/17  1:24 PM  Page 1



December 12 - December 18, 2017www.TheExaminerNews.com 11
Across
1. Dance move
5. Explorer Vasco da ___
9. MasterCard alternative
10. Andy, Mickey or Mahopac 
Orthodontics office ____
12. Manipulator
13. Fair-haired female
14. Emphatic assent in Acapulco
16. Director Welles
19. Screen sirens
24. Monsoon weather
25. Cartographic speck
26. Pick up
27. Pilgrim, in a sense
28. Cooking artist?
30. Dance performed on the tip of the 
toes, or northern Westchester golf club, 
Somers ____
34. At no time, poetically
38. Overwhelm with bugs
39. “Grand Ole” place
40. Come over here!
41. Finish line, maybe

Down
1. Law and Order ___
2. “__ the season to be jolly”
3. Vane direction
4. New York’s ___ School of Design
5. Sticky stuff
6. ___ Arbor, MI
7. Club ___ (resort)
8. Nautical affirmative

10. Football positions
11. Iron and magnesium silicate
15. Cockroaches and cicadas, e.g.
16. Places for R.N.’s
17. Canadian Arctic explorer
18. Evil
20. Currently
21. Questionable marketing companies
22. Circular veggie
23. Yardstick, abbr.
29. Worked (up)
30. Seed
31. Switch settings
32. Uncertainties
33. After expenses
35. Prefix with center
36. Mistake
37. Bread or whiskey

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 17

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Notice a change in a loved 
one? We are here to help.
For many families, the holidays are the first time they’ve seen 
their loved ones in a while. If someone is acting differently, and 
you suspect it may be dementia, the Alzheimer’s Association 
Hudson Valley Chapter is here for you. Call our 24/7 Helpline 
at 800.272.3900 or visit alz.org/hudsonvalley.

800.272.3900 ● alz.org/hudsonvalley
This advertisement is supported in part by a grant from the New York State Department of Health. 

Why Drive?
For Information Call: 
JTR Transportation
1.800.433.7444 
ext. 103
www.SeeYouOnTheBus.com

Tuesdays, Thursdays 
& Sundays
Hyde Park
Poughkeepsie
Fishkill
Brewster/Carmel

$40 BONUS PACKAGE VALUE!
$15 Meal/Retail Coupon
One $10 Bet Coupon & One $15 Free Bet

$30
Round Trip
Bus Fare

OUR BUS IS 
YOUR BEST BET.

Bonus packages are issued to individuals 21 years of age or older. Bonus packages are issued to individuals 21 years of age or older. Bonus packages are issued to individuals 21 years of age or older. Bonus packages are issued to individuals 21 years of age or older. Bonus packages are issued to individuals 21 years of age or older. Bonus packages are issued to individuals 21 years of age or older. 
To receive a casino bonus package, passengers must have a To receive a casino bonus package, passengers must have a To receive a casino bonus package, passengers must have a To receive a casino bonus package, passengers must have a To receive a casino bonus package, passengers must have a To receive a casino bonus package, passengers must have a 
Momentum card or be able to sign up for a Momentum card Momentum card or be able to sign up for a Momentum card Momentum card or be able to sign up for a Momentum card Momentum card or be able to sign up for a Momentum card Momentum card or be able to sign up for a Momentum card Momentum card or be able to sign up for a Momentum card 
on day of travel. Proper identification required. Please visit the on day of travel. Proper identification required. Please visit the on day of travel. Proper identification required. Please visit the on day of travel. Proper identification required. Please visit the on day of travel. Proper identification required. Please visit the on day of travel. Proper identification required. Please visit the 
Bus Marketing Window for official rules. Offer subject to change Bus Marketing Window for official rules. Offer subject to change Bus Marketing Window for official rules. Offer subject to change Bus Marketing Window for official rules. Offer subject to change Bus Marketing Window for official rules. Offer subject to change Bus Marketing Window for official rules. Offer subject to change Bus Marketing Window for official rules. Offer subject to change Bus Marketing Window for official rules. Offer subject to change Bus Marketing Window for official rules. Offer subject to change 
without notice. mohegansun.comwithout notice. mohegansun.comwithout notice. mohegansun.com

Why not extend your stay? 
Visit mymohegansun.com 
to view your hotel rates.
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Merry Christmas 
and 

Happy Hanukkah 
from the staff at 
Examiner Media

140 Main Street • Cold Spring, NY
845-265-4113 • www.mccaffreyrealty.com

Season’s Greetings

Please Call us For your Holiday Parties 
or Transportation Needs

ALL FUEL CO.
The Shelley Family
Home Heating Fuel
1606 Rte 22, Brewster
• Burner Sales, Service 
  & Installation
• Tank Removal & Installation
• Propane Available for 
  Cooking  & Heating

845-278-7312

Happy Holiday 
& A Happy 
New Year!

Miracle on 
2010 Albany Post Road!

Merry Christmas!

WC. Lic. #10415H99
P.C. Lic. #1817
YNK 307 
H-12519-07-23-00

FINANCING 
OPTIONS FROM

Is Your Lighting 
Ready for the Holidays? 

Gi�  Certifi cates
Available

Is Your Lighting Is Your Lighting 
Ready for the Holidays? Ready for the Holidays? 

10% OFF 
Showroom

With mention 
of ad

54 Miller Road, Mahopac, NY 10541 • 845-628-3447
www.aljanjewelers.com

845-628-3447

“Candy for Grown-ups” 
-Forbes magazine

• Grown-up Candies
   with a Playful Twist
• Single Malt Scotch
• Peach Bellini
• Champagne Bears 
• Maple Bourbon 
  Caramels
 -and many more 

Come in 
for a Free 

Taste!

Sold Exclusively in Putnam at

In addition to Fine Jewelry 
and Expert Watch & 

Jewelry Repairs, we now 
have a line of Adult candies 
fi lled with REAL liquors.

Providing 19 years of Excellence in Italian Desserts

937 South Lake Blvd., Mahopac

GINGERBREAD 
HOUSES

CANNOLI
CHIP & DIP

Specializing in: .
Pies (Pumpkin, Coconut, Apple etc)

Pastries • Cookies • Cookie Trays • Cakes
Honey Balls (Struff oli) &

Wheat Pies (Pastiera)
We have Gluton Free Pound Cakes and Cookies!

Call today and 
place your holiday order
(845) 628-2233

Open Christmas Eve 7am-5pm 
Christmas Day 7am-1pm

Our friendly sta�  is waiting to serve
you your Holiday treats • Everything Baked on Premises!
www.cafepiccolobakery.com • Instagram @cafe_piccolo

Ask About Our
Conditional 
Guarantee

1-800-479- 7625

Happy 
Holidays 

to Friends! 

www.electricsnakeanddrainny.com

SINCE 1975

PLUMBING • HEATING • WATER TREATMENT
845-278-0300 • fossatiplumbing.com

Let Fossati fix your potty

A Full-service, Family-owned and Operated, Licensed and Insured Plumbing Company.

Serving Putnam, Dutchess & Westchester Counties

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIALHappy 
Holiday!

Unique Gifts, 
Wooden Toys, 

Games and 
Puzzles for the 
Whole Family

Featuring Eco-Friendly 
and Products 

Made in the USA

86 Main Street, Cold Spring, NY • gifthut06@aim.com • 845.297.3786
Visit us:  Friday, Saturday & Sunday 10am - 6pm

Happy Holidays!

P lace your Holiday 
Orders Early

Arrangements, Wreaths,
Thomas Kinkade and 

Boxwood Trees 
15 A Morrissey Drive • Putnam Valley NY 

845 526 2500
www.putnamvalleyfl orist.com

Like us on FB 
Tara Scozzafava Baisley

Putnam Valley Florist

Gift Cards 
Available

Ask About Our

WC. Lic. #10415H99

H-12519-07-23-00
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Merry Christmas and 
Happy Hanukkah To:   Jonathan Garcia      Email/Fax: jonathanbcfh@gmail.com 

The following is a Proof of your ad that will appear in the St James Directory. Please respond with your approval or 
changes by 10/3/2016, so we are sure that your ad will run correctly for the year.
This proof was sent to you by LPi’s Design department. Please respond to our Customer Service department, not your sales representative. 
Customer Service can be reached at 1-800-477-4574 EXT. 6234 OR cle-adcopy@4LPi.com.

PROOF

St. James the Apostle
Directory Proof 

Garcia2144 (03-1199-0012)

Thank you for your business. This proof is for your protection. It is your opportunity to catch any errors made during the processing of your ad. LPi is not responsible for any error that is not 
marked. All photographs, copy, layout, design and reproductions are the sole property of LPi and  may not be reproduced or redistributed in any manner
whatsoever. Colors of this proof may not accurately reflect the printed publication.

This ad will be printed
as shown unless changes

are indicated.4560 East 71st St. • Cuyahoga 
Heights, OH 44105
Fax: 216-325-6872

1-800-477-4574 EXT. 6234
adcopy@4LPi.com

Joseph J. Balsamo
Jonathan W. Garcia - Licensed Manager 

John R. Balsamo

NYS Specialized Funeral Directors

Balsamo-Cordovano Funeral Home
(845) 225-2144 • 15 Church Street, Carmel. NY

Balsamo Funeral Home
(718) 597-8380 • 3188 Westchester Avenue, Bronx, NY

Harrison Funeral Home
(914) 835-0284 • 329 Halstead Avenue, Harrison, NY

JonathanBCFH@gmail.com

- Pre-need Specialists - Cremation Packages
- 3rd Generation, 75 years established

- Large Parking Area
WE SUPPORT:

Our Lady of the Lakes Knights of Columbus - Carmel Police Dept.
Carmel Fire Dept. -   Carmel Veteran Organizations

FAMILY OWNED AND MANAGED

Balsamo-Cordovano Funeral Home
(845) 225-2144 • 15 Church Street, Carmel. NY

Balsamo Funeral Home
(718) 597-8380 • 3188 Westchester Avenue, Bronx, NY

Harrison Funeral Home
(914) 835-0284 • 329 Halstead Avenue, Harrison, NY

JonathanBCFH@gmail.com

We Wish All Our Friends & Neighbors a Happy Holiday

Let’s Remember this Holiday Season...
The Balsamo Family & Manager 
Jonathan W. Garcia would like to 

remember all the families 
we have serviced past, present & future. 

Let’s Remember this Holiday Season...Let’s Remember this Holiday Season... $15.99

$14.99 $9.99

Prices Valid WITH COUPON ONLY.
Not Valid with other offers

Exp. 1/15/18

Prices Valid WITH COUPON ONLY.
Not Valid with other offers

Exp. 1/15/18

Prices Valid WITH COUPON ONLY.
Not Valid with other offers

Exp. 1/15/18

Prices Valid WITH COUPON ONLY.
Not Valid with other offers

Exp. 1/15/18

Prices Valid WITH COUPON ONLY.
Not Valid with other offers

Exp. 1/15/18

Prices Valid WITH COUPON ONLY.
Not Valid with other offers

Exp. 1/15/18

12 Pack12 Pack

12 Pack

Magic Hat 
Circus Boy Mix Pack

Follow us on 
beermenus.com

Brewster Beer & Soda
1583 Rt. 22 • Brewster 

(Next to Palmers Hardware)
845-279-7094 

Across from Red Rooster

PROPANE 
EXCHANGE

PROPANE 
SPECIAL

$1899

WE ACCEPT 
BOTTLE 

RETURNS
WE 

SELL 
ICE

$9.99 $21.99
12 Pack 36 Pack Cans

WE SELL 
KEGS

Blow out!

$14.99
$3.99

24 Pack
6 Pack

Brewster 
Shipp ing C

enter
“One Call Ships it ALL”

12 Main Street, 

Brewster, NY 10509

845-279-6633

Brewster 
Shipp ing C

enter
“One Call Ships it ALL”

12 Main Street, 

Brewster, NY 10509

845-279-6633

Let Us Pack and Ship 

Your Holiday Gifts

Happy 
Holidays! Visit Us for a 

Unique Shopping Experience
Buying & Selling

Jewelry • Coins •Antiques • Glassware • Gifts • Etc

571 Route 6 • 845-628-0362
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK TILL CHRISTMAS 10AM-5PM

25% OFF Collectables and 
10% OFF Jewelry & Coins

Family Owned and Operated
“Our Reputation Is Our Greatest Asset”

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

(845) 279-8809
Quality & Service

Lic: #93

EXCAVATING CONTRACTORS

SEPTIC SYSTEMS INSTALLED • REPAIRED • CLEANED

• CURTAIN DRAINS
• WATERLINES
• LAND DRAINAGE
• SITEWORK
• UNDER ROAD BORING

• ELECTRIC SNAKING
• SEWER HOOKUPS

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL

• RADIO DETECTION SERVICES

www.tyndallseptic.com

TYNDALL
SEPTIC SYSTEMS INC.

Since 1968

Happy
Holidays!

SEPTIC SYSTEMS INSTALLED • REPAIRED • CLEANED

Happy
Holidays!

SEPTIC SYSTEMS INSTALLED • REPAIRED • CLEANED

Prices Valid WITH COUPON ONLY.Prices Valid WITH COUPON ONLY.

Follow us on 
beermenus.com

PROPANE 
EXCHANGE

PROPANE 
SPECIAL

$
EXCHANGE
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A Happy Holiday Season to our 
Friends  & Neighbors!

SERVING BREAKFAST AND LUNCH ALL DAY LONG!

We will slice your cold cuts to meet your holiday party needs!

You must
try our

3Ft, 4Ft or 6Ft 
Wedges Made 

to Order!

Appalachian Deli, Grill & Pizza

Grill Serving Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner,
Pizza & Hot Foods

Let us Cater your Holiday Meal! 

Place Your 

Order for 
Holiday 

Pies!

Let Us Cater Your 

Holiday Meal! Serving Breakfast, 
Lunch, Dinner, 

Pizza & Hot Foods

You must 
try our 

3Ft, 4FT 
or 6FT 
Wedges 
Made to 
Order!

You must 
try our 

3Ft, 4FT 
or 6FT 
Wedges 
Made to 
Order!
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For many years, I lived in a 
high-maintenance house, as 
high-maintenance as it could 
be: an old – really old – early 
18th century colonial, built in 
1734, with very few modern 
updates when I bought it.  

In fact, there was still an 
outhouse on the property 
when we moved in. I’m really 
not sure how long it had 
been since indoor plumbing 
had been installed, but the 
waste pipe was held up in the 
basement by wire hangers, 
which collapsed our first week 
in the house.  

When I purchased that 
house, I wasn’t a realtor. 
Today, I know that home purchases 
are, to a certain degree, an emotional 
transaction. But for most normal people, 
it’s only partially emotional. In the case 
of my wife and me with that house, it 
was emotions. We fell in love with its 
look and history at first sight, and didn’t 
even ask for an inspection by an engineer. 
We had been lucky with the purchase 
of our first house in Brooklyn Heights, 
which had been beautifully restored 
by its former owner and there were no 
issues. Naïve as we were, we walked into 

our second purchase with the 
same expectations. It was like 
lambs going to the slaughter.

When our furniture arrived, 
the movers hit an overhead 
chandelier with one of the 
large pieces, causing a short in 
the electrical system and the 
whole house went dark. Our 
first night in the house, we had 
a huge rainstorm and the roof 
leaked, so right away, we had 
to upgrade the electricity and 
replace the roof with our first 
equity loan. 

The list of defects went 
on and on, requiring many 
upgrades that we did slowly 
but surely over the years. The 

boiler, for instance, which had originally 
burned coal and was later converted 
to oil (but was covered with a mixture 
of asbestos and cement) was next to be 
replaced. Just having it removed from the 
house was a major project. 

The exterior needed to be painted 
and the windows, not being insulated, 
needed storm windows installed each fall 
and taken down each summer while air 
conditioners were lugged down from the 
attic and placed on the window sills. 

Inside, I did all the painting, 

wallpapering and decorating. Outdoors, 
I mowed the lawn and tended the garden, 
not having the money for contracted 
services to handle the chores. 

But there were advantages to all the 
maintenance work – it was my exercise 
program! I was never in better shape than 
when I did my own yard work from all 
the bending, lifting, digging and carting. 
Inside, all the physical activity related 
to getting up and down on ladders and 
climbing the stairs from the attic to the 
basement kept me on the move all the 
time.

During those years of high-energy 
activity, I sometimes fantasized about the 
day when I might live in a maintenance-
free situation or I might be able to 
outsource the work. Slowly, as I got 
busier and had more income, I was able 
to outsource some, but not all the chores.  

Finally, three years ago, I sold the 
house and moved into a condo building 
where, literally, there is no maintenance 
burden whatsoever on my part. The 
landscaping is done by an excellent 
outdoor crew. Inside, everything is new 
and maintenance-free. Am I deliriously 
happy? Yes and no.  

The perils of maintenance-free living 
are that I must be lacking in Vitamin D 
in that I rarely get outdoors for my fair 

share of sun. Now it is an indirect route 
to the great outdoors; instead of just 
swinging open the back door, I must 
traipse down a long hallway, into and 
out of an elevator and through a lobby. 
But now I must be decently groomed 
and clothed to pass the concierge desk 
without embarrassing myself as the 
unkempt person I sometimes was when 
I sauntered out of my single-family house 
and stumbled down the driveway half 
asleep, sometimes still in my pajamas, to 
pick up the morning papers.

When I exercise now, it is in a beautiful 
gym. But then, I must be motivated to 
enter its portals. When my exercise came 
from lawn and garden work, it was the 
prospect of being embarrassed if my 
property didn’t look its best.

Should I have been more careful about 
what I wished for? Not necessarily. I 
accepted a long time ago that when it 
comes to home living, everything is 
where it’s supposed to be at each stage of 
our lives.

While Bill Primavera has enjoyed a 
career as a publicist, he is now a Realtor® 
associated with William Raveis Real 
Estate, specializing in upper Westchester 
and Putnam Counties. To engage the 
services of The Home Guru to market your 
home for sale, call 914-522-2076.

The Pleasures – and Perils – of Maintenance-Free Living

Last week 
I reported on 
the state of the 
cork industry. 
Improvements in 
cork technology 
and techniques have 
met the competing 
challenges of 
alternative bottle 
closures such as 

the screwcap and synthetic material. 
The incidence of cork taint, the result of 
traditional cork processing, has declined 
significantly, rendering it a minor concern 
of consumers.

However, cork and alternative bottle 
closures contribute to an additional 
potential off-putting aromas and flavors to 
wine. This phenomenon, wine oxidation, 
was the subject of a seminar I attended 
several weeks ago. 

Dr. Paulo Lopes, head of 
research at Amorim Group, 
the largest producer of natural 
corks in the world, presented an 
enlightening interactive session 
sponsored by the Portuguese 
Cork Association in conjunction 
with the Cork Quality 
Council and arranged by 
Colangelo & Partners, a 
leading wine and spirits 
communications agency. 
Lopes focused on the effect of 

closures on wine taint. 
He presented scientific 
data and the results of 
numerous cause-and-
effect studies. 

This week I present a 
summary of his remarks 
and findings. The 
following information was culled from 
my seminar notes and the materials 
presented.

Cork allows wine to breathe as it ages. 
Tiny amounts of oxygen that penetrate 
the bottle over time allow the wine to 
improve as it ages. However, wine, in 
its most elemental form, is a fermented 
fruit derivative and is perishable. It’s 
just a question of time before oxygen 
accomplishes its dastardly deed – 
oxidation and spoilage.

There are a number of sensory signs of 
wine oxidation:

1) Color. Whites turn a golden-brown; 
reds a brick red or even brown color. 2) 
Aroma. Whites have apple cider notes; 

reds smell of cooled fruits. 3) 
On the palate. Dry, bitter 
characteristics dominate 
an oxidized wine.

Oxidation can occur 
anywhere in the 

winemaking chain. 
In the vineyard, a 
lack of nitrogen 
in grapevines 

promotes oxidation. In the 
winery, poor techniques in 
crushing and fermenting 
grapes may cause 
“premature oxidation” a 
term attributed to a spate 
of oxidized wines produced 
in the famous Burgundy 

region of France in the last few years. 
Excess oxygen during these processes 
may doom a wine well before it is bottled. 

On its path to the safety (minimal 
oxygen) of being pumped into bottles, 
the simple process of transferring wine 
juice through pumps, coupled with 
interim storage in porous wooden barrels 
may introduce potentially debilitating 
oxygen into the developing wine. Most 
winemakers add sulfites to wines in 
an effort to counter oxidation, thereby 
prolonging the life of a bottle of wine.

It would seem logical that once wine 
is bottled, the minor amount of air space 
in the neck renders the wine safe from 
oxidation until it is opened. This is not 
necessarily so.

The bottle closure plays a role in 
potential oxidation as well. The most 
effective closure? Screwcaps, followed 
by cork products. A very distant third is 
synthetic cork. To place this in relative 
terms, screwcaps produce 2 mgs. of oxygen 
per liter of wine over time, compared to 
3.5 mgs. for cork and a whopping 9 mgs. 
for synthetics.

The reasons for the intrusion of oxygen 
in sealed bottles are numerous. It typically 
enters through the sidewall of a bottle. 
The design and construction of screwcaps 
create the narrowest channel for oxygen 
to permeate a bottle. On the other hand, 
cork closures may permit oxygen to enter 
a bottle through the fibers of its material 
composition. As a cork ages, it dries out, 
creating a wider channel for oxygen to 
permeate a bottle. Laying a bottle on its 
side at a slight forward angle maintains 
sufficient moisture to prevent the cork 
from drying out, although the contact of 
wine with the cork exposes it directly to 
oxygen, somewhat defeating the benefit 
over time. Synthetic closures are rigid 
and unchanging, permitting oxygen the 
widest channel to permeate a bottle.           

Wines are living, breathing organisms, 
constantly interacting with their 
environment. As with humans, each is 
unique and may defy expectations as they 
age. Hope for the best, be prepared for the 
worst and savor the unexpected.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

The Powerful Impact of Oxidation in Your Wine

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
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Blood Pressure Screening: Stay 
healthy this holiday season. Drop in from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. for a free blood pressure 
screening with Registered Nurse Jovelita 
Riebold. Learn what blood pressure is, 
what is “normal”, why it’s important 
and how to maintain healthy levels. 
Plus learn ways you can protect yourself 
from infections during this cold and flu 
season. Registration is not required. For 
more information, contact the Patterson 
Library at 845-878-6121 x10 or go to 
www.pattersonlibrary.org and click 
Calendar.

Trees For Sale: Brewster Elks Lodge # 
2101 located on the corner of Milltown 
Road and Route 22, Brewster, N.Y. is 
having their annual Christmas Tree sales 
until December 23. The trees will range 
from 5’ to 9’ in height and we will have 
Balsam Trees and Fraser Trees; starting 
price is $40. 

The Putnam Valley Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps:  Currently accepting 
new members into its Youth Corps. 
All interested youth age 14 – 18 are 
welcome to join, or to just come for a 
visit and learn more about the program. 
The Youth Corps. meets at the Putnam 
Valley Volunteer Ambulance Corps.’ 
headquarters (usually) on the 1st and 3rd 
Sunday of each month from 11 a.m. – 1 
p.m. Along with learning and practicing 
skills, there is plenty of opportunity 
for community service, leadership 
experience, special trips, guests and 
fun. Youth Corps. members age 17 and 
above may be eligible to become riding 
members with the Senior Corps as well.  
For more information, contact the Youth 
Corps. at Youth@PVVAC.org 
Tuesday: 

Spotlight Family Support Group: 
Mahopac Library, Periodical Room 6:45 
p.m. -8 p.m. Dec. 19th.  This is a guided 
recurring support group for family and 
friends suffering with the effects of a 
loved one that has a problem with drugs 
or alcohol.  For more information contact 
Drug Crisis in our Backyard 845-842-

1212. No registration is required. 
Wednesdays: 

The Putnam County Marine Corps 
League:  Monthly meeting held at the 
Carmel VFW Hall, 36 Gleneida Ave. 
(Rte.52) Carmel, at 1930 on the second 
Wednesday of the month. (10/11/17) If 
you are a U.S. Marine or FMF Corpsmen 
Veteran, Reservist or on Active Duty  we 
welcome you as a Brother. View us at 
www.putnammcl.com
Thursdays: 

Brewster American Legion Meetings:  
The American Legion Argonne Post 71 
holds its monthly meeting at 7 p.m., on 
the third Tuesday of each month at the 
Brewster Elks Club. If you are interested 
in joining or would like more info, call 
Bill Miller at 845-406-2533.
Tuesday, December 12 

Financial Fitness:  Kent Public 6:30 
p.m., -7:30 p.m., Lisa Ferry can help. 
Learn to maximize your credit score, 
minimize your debt, protect your identity, 
ensure the security of your family’s future 
and much more! Program is for adults. 
Registration is required. . You may 
register for the program by going to www.
kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent Public 
Library at 845-225-8585.  The library is 
located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes. 
Wednesday, December 13 

Teen Gingerbread House Making: 
Mahopac Library. 3:30 p.m. The library 
will provide you everything you need 
to make your gingerbread house. The 
only thing you need to do is register and 
bring your creative minds.  For grades 
6 through 12; registration is required. 
Register online at www.mahopaclibrary.
org, or call 845-628-2009, ext. 100.
Thursday, December 14

Annual Menorah Lighting: As part 
of its Holiday on the Lake festivities, 
the Hamlet of Carmel Civic Association 
(HCCA) will be sponsoring a menorah 
lighting. 5:00 p.m.,  The holiday 
celebration will be greatly enhanced 
this year with an amazing Chanukah 
concert. Rabbi Avi Korer of Chabad 

of Putnam County will preside over 
this Chanukah festival ceremony with 
singing and refreshments. The menorah 
will be located on the shore of Lake 
Gleneida, at the intersection of Routes 
6 and 52 (opposite the Reed Memorial 
Library), and the public is invited to 
come help us celebrate. The concert 
will begin at 5:00pm and the menorah 
lighting ceremony will begin at 5:30pm. 
For more local Chanukah activities visit 
www.PutnamChabad.org. For more 
information about the HCCA, visit their 
website at www.carmelcivicassoc.org.

Holiday Story Time: Dr. Kanouse and 
Nettles. Dr. Kanouse, a veterinarian from 
Brook Farm Veterinarian Center, and his 
dog Nettles, will read a holiday story and 
teach children about animal safety. 10 
a.m. For children ages 2-6, registration 
is requested.  Register online at www.
mahopaclibrary.org, or call 845-628-
2009, ext. 139.

Just 4 Fun Book Club:  This Mahopac 
Library book group is for children in 
Grades 3-5. Read the book in advance 
and meet to chat and take part in follow-
up activities.  4:30 p.m., Ask for the book 
at the Circulation Desk.  This month’s 
selection: “The Wild Robot” by Peter 
Brown.  Registration is requested; call 
845-628-2009, ext. 139.
Friday, December 15   

Introduction to Proposal Writing: 
1:30 p.m. Are you new to proposal writing 

or want a quick refresher? If so, join us 
for this class offered at Mahopac Library! 
Attendees will develop skills they need 
to write a standard project proposal to a 
foundation. The class will include: basic 
elements of a proposal, “do’s” and “don’ts” 
of writing and submitting a proposal, 
how to follow up whether the answer 
is yes or no, and hands-on exercises to 
develop a proposal outline. Registration 
is requested; register here or call 845-628-
2009, ext. 100.

Cubing Club:  Can you solve a cube? 
Cubing Club is the place to practice, learn 
tips, and try your hand at competitive 
speed cubing. Cube as fast as you can! 
7 p.m. Participants should be able to 
solve a cube before joining this club. We 
recommend participants bring their own 
cube if possible. For ages 9 and up. For 
more information or to register contact 
the Patterson Library at 845-878-6121 
x10 or go to www.pattersonlibrary.org 
and click Calendar.
Sunday, December 17 

Menorah Lighting in Cold Spring: 
Chabad of Putnam is pleased to announce 
a community Menorah Lighting in Cold 
Spring. 1 p.m. The menorah will be 
located at the end of Main Street (near 
Cold Spring Depot.) The festivities will 
include a menorah lighting, hot latkes and 
cider. For more local Chanukah activities 
visit www.PutnamChabad.org.

Crossword Answers

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds

continued from previous page

121217 PUTNAM

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver Coins, 
Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics Etc., Call 
Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West- 
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

HELP WANTED
INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX PRE-
PARER/MANAGER YORKTOWN 
HEIGHTS solo accounting firm seeks 
an efficient and organized individual to 
manage small income tax practice and 
prepare returns for the 2018 tax season.  
Candidate must possess sufficient knowl-
edge and experience to prepare all types 
of individual returns with little or no su-
pervision.  Excellent annual opportunity 
for someone looking to be involved with 
the tax season without an overwhelming 
commitment.  Make your own hours be-
ginning in February.  Reply to taxpracti-
ceny@gmail.com.

QA/RA SPECIALIST: Req. Master in 
Pharm. Scie., Pharm. Manuf. or rel. +2 

yrs. (or Bach. + 5 yrs.) Use exp/w Regu-
latory Affairs including CFR & FDA 
(CDRH) regs., QMS, ISO 9001/13485 to 
ensure company compliance. Perform in-
ternal audits. Carl Zeiss, Inc.  Thornwood, 
NY.  F/T.  Email resume to Zeissjobs3@
zeiss.com  and ref. Job 6419. No calls/
agents/visa sponsorship

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7094

LEGAL NOTICES
MILCA ENTERPRISE, LLC. Art. of Org. 
filed with the SSNY on 10/11/17. Office: 
Westchester County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 7014 13th Av-
enue Suite 202, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11228. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LBJ  
SOLUTIONS, LLC. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on October 30, 2017. 
Office in Westchester County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: Louis 
Bastone 88 Lyons Road Scarsdale, NY 
10583. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: HON-
ORABLE REALTY, LLC. ART OF ORG. 
filed with SSNY on 10/25/17. Office in 
Westchester County, SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: 148 North Terrace Avenue, Mount 
Vernon, NY 10550. Purpose: Real Estate 
purposes.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NEW 
YORK SHITTY LLC. Articles of Org. 
filed with Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) 
on July 18, 2017. Office location: West-
chester County. SSNY is designated as 

agent upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail service of pro-
cess (SOP) to UNITED STATES CORPO-
RATION AGENTS, INC. @ 7014 13TH 
AVENUE, SUITE 202, BROOKLYN, 
NEW YORK, 11228, UNITED STATES 
CORPORATION AGENTS, INC. is des-
ignated as agent for SOP at 7014 13TH 
AVENUE, SUITE 202, BROOKLYN, 
NEW YORK, 11228. Purpose: any law-
ful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF COR-
DOVA MANAGEMENT, LLC. ARTS. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 11/08/17. Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 1251 Wilson Road, 
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598. Purpose: 
any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 336 
WASHINGTON AVENUE ASSOCI-
ATES, LLC. Arts of Org filed with Secy 
of state of NY on 11/10/2017. Office loc: 
Westchester. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to the prin-
cipal business address: 336 Washington 
Ave., New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: 
any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIM-
ITED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). 
NAME: Flaggers Unlimited Plus, LLC 
Articles of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 10/10/2017. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: The LLC, 66 Leon-
ardo Dr. North Haven, CT, principal 
business location of the LLC. Purpose: 
any lawful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF M. 
ELIA WELLNESS, LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 8/01/17. Office Location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent upon 
whom process against it may be served. 

SSNY shall mail process to M. Elia Well-
ness, LLC, P.O. Box 609, 1350 East Main 
Street, Shrub Oak, NY 10588 Purpose: 
For any legal purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF M. ELIA 
WELLNESS, NP IN ADULT HEALTH, 
PLLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 7/27/17. Office 
Location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to M. Elia Wellness, NP in Adult 
Health, PLLC, P.O. Box 609, 1350 East 
Main Street, Shrub Oak, NY 10588 Pur-
pose: Practice the profession of Nurse 
Practitioner in Adult Health.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE
UPSTATE NY LAND! 5 to 41 acre tracts! 
Waterfront, old farmland, country bldg 
lots! Liquidation prices. Terms. Call 888-
905-8847 NewYorkLandandLakes.com

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. 
and foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, 
complete estates. Highest prices paid.  
Call 914-260-8783 for appointment.

Gambling Problem? Call 877-8-HOPENY or text HOPENY (467369).  
Resorts World Catskills is an equal opportunity employer.

GET DEALT IN ON AN  
EXCITING CAREER.

For details, visit RWCATSKILLS.COM.

Become part of our team.

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878  

or e-mail classifieds
@theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm for 

the next week’s 
publication
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49 RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Mahopac Sniper Bags Hat Trick 
in 7-4 Win vs. Byram Hills

Members of  the Mahopac hockey team, including Gianfranco Pulice (14), Aidan Martin (15) and Nick Bricker (6) celebrate one of  three Pulice (1A) goals in the Indians’ 7-4 win over Byram Hills last Friday at 
the Brewster Ice Arena where Mahopac’s TJ McKee (1G, 2A) and Brian O’Shea (2G, 1A) also figured prominently on the score sheet for the Indians (3-2). McKee then went off  for five goals and three assists 
in Sunday’s 8-6 win over Ossining/Sleepy Hollow.

Pulice Raid!
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Dugan led the Indians with 17 on a night 
when they squandered a 13-5 first-quarter 
lead. Mahopac senior G Justin Parker (8 
points, 6 assists and 2 steals) did provide 
the Indians with an offensive element they 
lacked last season; a penetrating guard 
who can dish and swish.

Neither team 
could deliver when 
it mattered most as 
both clubs squandered 
opportunities down 
the stretch. Mahopac 
had two chances for 
the tie, and the Foxes 
blew two chances to pad  
their lead.

"Fox Lane is a good, 
quality team and we had 
many chances to win," 
Mahopac Coach Matt 
Simone said. "Seven 
missed free throws 
hurt our chances and 
we didn't get the ball 
to Parker like we had 
drawn up for a chance 
to tie. I still think we can 
surprise some people 
this season."

They surprised 
LAKELAND with a 
heavy dose of Parker, 
who dropped a game-
high 22 points on the 
Hornets in the Mahopac’s 
58-50 win in last Friday’s 
opening round of the 
Walter Panas Holiday 
Tournament. Rob Garcia 
added 13 for the Indians.

PANAS also advanced to the finals after 
knocking off BREWSTER, posting a 71-
39 victory in first-year Panas Coach Mike 
Auerbach’s debut. The Bears had trouble 
on the perimeter where Joe Staino (20 
points) went off from downtown with 
six 3-pointers, all in the first half. Blake 
Breban came off the bench and hit four 

3-pointers in the victory 
while Brandon Ramos 
scored 15 points and 
Brandon Hodge added 
seven for Panas, which 
will face Mahopac for 
the tournament title at 
a date to be determined 
(postponed on Saturday).

PUTNAM VALLEY 
junior forwards Darnel 
Shillingford (21 points) 
and TJ Brescia (17 points) 
were too strong for 
Beacon to handle in last 
Wednesday's 62-51 Tiger 
win over the visiting 
Class A Bulldogs. John 
Millicker (7 points), Ryan 
Soto (5 points and Kevin 
Gallo (5 points) each 
contributed on offense. 
The Tigers shot 11-of-
15 from the stripe and 
Coach Mike McDonnell 
liked the energy.

"Very strong effort 
controlling the offensive 
and defensive boards by 
Millicker, Darnel and TJ," 
the fifth-year coach said. 
"It was a total team effort 
with important bench 
contributions by Kevin 
Gallo, Austin Fabiano, 
Ivan Caposito and Reilly Nolan. Beacon 
was quite big in the frontcourt and a 
talented group, so I was extremely proud 
of the boys despite our uneven play at 
times."

Well, if this outcome didn't open 
some eyes, we're not sure what would. 
LAKELAND’s 58-53 win over host 
YORKTOWN was the surprise of the 
night last Wednesday when sophomore 
Joe Vetrano (keep an eye on this two-sport 
stud) and senior Chris Foci each put up 
14 points on the Huskers, who trailed 34-
17 at the half. Yorktown G Marc Spinelli 
(17 points, 4 boards, 4 steals) and F James 
Lundberg (12 points, 8 rebounds) did 
what they could to overcome the deficit, 
but the Huskers don't have enough scorers 
to dig out of first-half holes like that.

The Huskers sat in a zone defense and 
still put the Hornets on the line for 48 free 
throws. That is problematic.

"We have played tremendous on the 
defense side of the ball for the first three 
games," Hornets boss Steve Fallo said. "It 
has allowed us to run and get fast break 
opportunities. We have 10 players who 
will play every game, which hopefully will 
keep us running in the fourth quarter. It 
was a real nice win for us against a tough 
Yorktown team."

SOMERS guard Lorenzo Bicknese 
dropped 31 points, including five 
3-pointers, in a 60-49 win on the road 
over Pelham. Bicknese had three 3s in the 

first quarter and two more in the fourth. 
Jack Gilroy added 10 points in the win, 
but the Tuskers fell to Tappan Zee, 61-48, 
in a game the could serve as a barometer. 
If the Tuskers are going to be considered 
legit, they are going to have to find a 
way to crack the upper crust, which the 
Dutchmen are. Tradito led the Tuskers 
with 13 points. F Jack Gilroy (10 points) 
and Bicknese (7 points) contributed.

OSSINING is rolling early on, adding 
an impressive 78-44 win over Port 
Chester, who got torched by Latrell Goss 
(22 points, 5 steals) and Jacob Toppin 
(16 points, 10 rebounds). The Pride have 
shown tremendous balance during a 
5-0 start and look like a club that might 
contend for the league title if they continue 
to imrove.

“We’re playing with confidence,” Pride 
Coach Mike Casey said.

They’ll need that and more against an 
upstart John Jay EF club that is supposed 
to make some noise this season in League 
I-A.

CROTON-HARMON’s Miles 
Ackerman was pretty beastly when he 
yanked a career-high 16 rebounds to go 
with seven points in the Tigers’ 54-33 win 
over Rye Neck.

It was all Scarsdale when the Raiders 
crushed CARMEL, 62-34. Shane 
McNerney led the Rams with nine points 
while Jeremy Mendoza added seven.

"Scarsdale dominated start to finish," 
Rams first-year Coach Paul Brennan said.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

It was an emotional week, as it always is 
this time of year, at HEN HUD.

The Sailors’ 71-63 opening day win 
over visiting Pearl River was just the start. 
Sailor Mekhi Gray was seen splashing 
and dashing for a game-high 25 points, 
including an alley-oop dunk that rocked 
the @HHBleacherCreatures. He added 

six rebounds while guards Austin Fraser 
(17 points, 4 steals) and Dylan Fraser (13 
points) took command of the back court.

Then, it got really interesting when the 
Sailors added to their big opening week by 
defeating Lincoln, 58-32, in the first round 
of the 10th annual Jack McGuire Holiday 
Basketball Tournament behind 14 points 
apiece from Fraser and Gray, which put 
them into the finals against Irvington.

In the finals, Hen Hud nipped Irvington, 
46-45, when F Kyle James 
scored 16 points and 
silky-smooth swingman 
Gray had eight points, 
eight rebounds and seven 
assists in a truly well-
rounded effort. Anyone 
who witnessed it could 
understand the elation 
behind the victory, 
as it would have been 
McGuire’s 21st birthday; 
had it not been for the 
Leukemia that refused 
to spare him as a young 
lad. His twin sister, Kate, 
got the 21st birthday wish 
she and the McGuire 
clan were hoping for  
when the Sailors 
responded in kind.

“It was an emotional 
night for sure and to 
be able to come away 
on the right side of the 
scoreboard against a 
high quality team like 
Irvington was not an easy 
task,” Hen Hud Coach 
Jordan Hirsch said. “I 

think this year was unique in that it was 
really the first year where our players 
don't actually have a personal connection 
to Jack and his twin sister, Kate. The age 
gap is wide enough now where the guys 
we have on our team wouldn't have had 
any contact with the Jack and Kate in their 
time as students.

“But I always tell stories about Jack 
during the week of the tournament,” 
added Hirsch, a close neighbor and friend 
of the McGuire’s at the time of Jack’s 
passing. “This year I felt a different sense of 
urgency from our team when I was talking 

about some of my favorite moments with 
Jack. I felt like they were extra locked in; 
like they were really trying to get to know 
the person Jack was.”

The toughness, resiliency and passion 
the Sailors showed during this tournament 
was a fitting tribute to fight and spirit of 
young Jack McGuire, a huge Celtics fan 
with great zeal for hoops.

“That's the type of person Jack was,” 
Hirsch said. “Watching our whole team 
go up to the McGuires after receiving the 
tournament trophy to hug them and share 
that moment with them was one of the 

best feelings I've ever had 
as a coach.”

It was also Sailor senior 
Kyle James' birthday and 
he came away with MVP 
honors. Gray was an All-
Tournament choice and 
Jack Kelly was Sportsman 
of the Tournament. So, a 
truly special week -- to 
what could be a truly 
special season -- is now 
history: Here’s to making 
more…

Fox Lane and 
MAHOPAC delivered a 
typical suburban slugfest 
last Wednesday, which 
featured solid defense 
and key mistakes down 
the stretch of a 48-45 
Foxes non-league road 
win. Fox Lane G Devin 
Hunter delivered 17 
points and five caroms in 
the come-from-behind 
win. Mahopac F Ryan 
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Members of  the Hen Hud basketball team hoist the Jack McGuire Holiday Tournament trophy after 
nipping Irvington for the title last Friday night.

Sailors Win Hen Hud Tourney in Memory of Jack McGuire
Panas, Mahopac Advance in Panther Tourney; Somers Tourney on Tap Next

NWE/PUTNAM Examiner Super 7
No.1 HEN HUD – Former Panas 

Coach and longtime Hen Hud mainstay 
Pete Kelly thinks this might be the best 
Hen Hud team in 25 years, so I’m riding 
shotgun with Pistol Pete; at least until 
Friday when the Sailors best figure out a 
way past a very tough North Salem club in 
the opening round of the Somers tourney. 
Winner of Mahopac/Somers will await. 

No.2 SOMERS – Tradito and Bicknese 
should be able to shoot the Tuskers to a 
league title and we were set to see what 
they Tuskers were made of last night after 
a tilt with Byram Hills and a tough field in 
their own Somers holiday tourney, where 
we will be camped out at as Mahopac, 
North Salem and Hen Hud invade.

No.3 PUT VALLEY – This may raise 
some eyebrows putting the Class B Tigers 
at No.3, but they have a chance to be every 
bit as good as anyone in Class B and the 

rest of those in this poll, and Panas will 
get first crack at destroying that notion 
this Wednesday.

No.4 PANAS – Just waiting to see if 
the Panthers display more consistency 
this season, but there’s a lot of potential 
here.

No.5 OSSINING – John Jay EF, with 
a handful of solid transfers, will present 
a challenge this Pride have not quite seen 
yet, but so far so good for undefeated 
Ossining.

No.6 MAHOPAC – This Parker kid 
provides an element the Indians haven’t 
had since 2014, and it would be nice to 
see what the Indians have when they take 
on host Somers in Friday’s tough tourney 
challenge.

No.7 LAKELAND – The win over 
Yorktown put the Hornets on the radar 
and their defense has been legit.

continued from previous page
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Putnam Valley G Brandon Guerra look for an opening in Tigers’ win 
over Beacon.

Mahopac G Augie Djerdjaj fires from top of  key in 
loss to Fox Lane.

Put Valley F Darnel Shillingford goes for two of  his game-high 21 
points in Tigers’ win over Beacon.

Mahopac’s Ryan Dugan goes for two of  his 17 in loss to Fox Lane.

Mahopac G Brandon Parker drops a shot in 
Indians’ loss to Fox Lane last Wednesday.Mahopac’s Shane Loos snaps a pass in loss to Fox Lane.
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Dugan led the Indians with 17 on a night 
when they squandered a 13-5 first-quarter 
lead. Mahopac senior G Justin Parker (8 
points, 6 assists and 2 steals) did provide 
the Indians with an offensive element they 
lacked last season; a penetrating guard 
who can dish and swish.

Neither team 
could deliver when 
it mattered most as 
both clubs squandered 
opportunities down 
the stretch. Mahopac 
had two chances for 
the tie, and the Foxes 
blew two chances to pad  
their lead.

"Fox Lane is a good, 
quality team and we had 
many chances to win," 
Mahopac Coach Matt 
Simone said. "Seven 
missed free throws 
hurt our chances and 
we didn't get the ball 
to Parker like we had 
drawn up for a chance 
to tie. I still think we can 
surprise some people 
this season."

They surprised 
LAKELAND with a 
heavy dose of Parker, 
who dropped a game-
high 22 points on the 
Hornets in the Mahopac’s 
58-50 win in last Friday’s 
opening round of the 
Walter Panas Holiday 
Tournament. Rob Garcia 
added 13 for the Indians.

PANAS also advanced to the finals after 
knocking off BREWSTER, posting a 71-
39 victory in first-year Panas Coach Mike 
Auerbach’s debut. The Bears had trouble 
on the perimeter where Joe Staino (20 
points) went off from downtown with 
six 3-pointers, all in the first half. Blake 
Breban came off the bench and hit four 

3-pointers in the victory 
while Brandon Ramos 
scored 15 points and 
Brandon Hodge added 
seven for Panas, which 
will face Mahopac for 
the tournament title at 
a date to be determined 
(postponed on Saturday).

PUTNAM VALLEY 
junior forwards Darnel 
Shillingford (21 points) 
and TJ Brescia (17 points) 
were too strong for 
Beacon to handle in last 
Wednesday's 62-51 Tiger 
win over the visiting 
Class A Bulldogs. John 
Millicker (7 points), Ryan 
Soto (5 points and Kevin 
Gallo (5 points) each 
contributed on offense. 
The Tigers shot 11-of-
15 from the stripe and 
Coach Mike McDonnell 
liked the energy.

"Very strong effort 
controlling the offensive 
and defensive boards by 
Millicker, Darnel and TJ," 
the fifth-year coach said. 
"It was a total team effort 
with important bench 
contributions by Kevin 
Gallo, Austin Fabiano, 
Ivan Caposito and Reilly Nolan. Beacon 
was quite big in the frontcourt and a 
talented group, so I was extremely proud 
of the boys despite our uneven play at 
times."

Well, if this outcome didn't open 
some eyes, we're not sure what would. 
LAKELAND’s 58-53 win over host 
YORKTOWN was the surprise of the 
night last Wednesday when sophomore 
Joe Vetrano (keep an eye on this two-sport 
stud) and senior Chris Foci each put up 
14 points on the Huskers, who trailed 34-
17 at the half. Yorktown G Marc Spinelli 
(17 points, 4 boards, 4 steals) and F James 
Lundberg (12 points, 8 rebounds) did 
what they could to overcome the deficit, 
but the Huskers don't have enough scorers 
to dig out of first-half holes like that.

The Huskers sat in a zone defense and 
still put the Hornets on the line for 48 free 
throws. That is problematic.

"We have played tremendous on the 
defense side of the ball for the first three 
games," Hornets boss Steve Fallo said. "It 
has allowed us to run and get fast break 
opportunities. We have 10 players who 
will play every game, which hopefully will 
keep us running in the fourth quarter. It 
was a real nice win for us against a tough 
Yorktown team."

SOMERS guard Lorenzo Bicknese 
dropped 31 points, including five 
3-pointers, in a 60-49 win on the road 
over Pelham. Bicknese had three 3s in the 

first quarter and two more in the fourth. 
Jack Gilroy added 10 points in the win, 
but the Tuskers fell to Tappan Zee, 61-48, 
in a game the could serve as a barometer. 
If the Tuskers are going to be considered 
legit, they are going to have to find a 
way to crack the upper crust, which the 
Dutchmen are. Tradito led the Tuskers 
with 13 points. F Jack Gilroy (10 points) 
and Bicknese (7 points) contributed.

OSSINING is rolling early on, adding 
an impressive 78-44 win over Port 
Chester, who got torched by Latrell Goss 
(22 points, 5 steals) and Jacob Toppin 
(16 points, 10 rebounds). The Pride have 
shown tremendous balance during a 
5-0 start and look like a club that might 
contend for the league title if they continue 
to imrove.

“We’re playing with confidence,” Pride 
Coach Mike Casey said.

They’ll need that and more against an 
upstart John Jay EF club that is supposed 
to make some noise this season in League 
I-A.

CROTON-HARMON’s Miles 
Ackerman was pretty beastly when he 
yanked a career-high 16 rebounds to go 
with seven points in the Tigers’ 54-33 win 
over Rye Neck.

It was all Scarsdale when the Raiders 
crushed CARMEL, 62-34. Shane 
McNerney led the Rams with nine points 
while Jeremy Mendoza added seven.

"Scarsdale dominated start to finish," 
Rams first-year Coach Paul Brennan said.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

It was an emotional week, as it always is 
this time of year, at HEN HUD.

The Sailors’ 71-63 opening day win 
over visiting Pearl River was just the start. 
Sailor Mekhi Gray was seen splashing 
and dashing for a game-high 25 points, 
including an alley-oop dunk that rocked 
the @HHBleacherCreatures. He added 

six rebounds while guards Austin Fraser 
(17 points, 4 steals) and Dylan Fraser (13 
points) took command of the back court.

Then, it got really interesting when the 
Sailors added to their big opening week by 
defeating Lincoln, 58-32, in the first round 
of the 10th annual Jack McGuire Holiday 
Basketball Tournament behind 14 points 
apiece from Fraser and Gray, which put 
them into the finals against Irvington.

In the finals, Hen Hud nipped Irvington, 
46-45, when F Kyle James 
scored 16 points and 
silky-smooth swingman 
Gray had eight points, 
eight rebounds and seven 
assists in a truly well-
rounded effort. Anyone 
who witnessed it could 
understand the elation 
behind the victory, 
as it would have been 
McGuire’s 21st birthday; 
had it not been for the 
Leukemia that refused 
to spare him as a young 
lad. His twin sister, Kate, 
got the 21st birthday wish 
she and the McGuire 
clan were hoping for  
when the Sailors 
responded in kind.

“It was an emotional 
night for sure and to 
be able to come away 
on the right side of the 
scoreboard against a 
high quality team like 
Irvington was not an easy 
task,” Hen Hud Coach 
Jordan Hirsch said. “I 

think this year was unique in that it was 
really the first year where our players 
don't actually have a personal connection 
to Jack and his twin sister, Kate. The age 
gap is wide enough now where the guys 
we have on our team wouldn't have had 
any contact with the Jack and Kate in their 
time as students.

“But I always tell stories about Jack 
during the week of the tournament,” 
added Hirsch, a close neighbor and friend 
of the McGuire’s at the time of Jack’s 
passing. “This year I felt a different sense of 
urgency from our team when I was talking 

about some of my favorite moments with 
Jack. I felt like they were extra locked in; 
like they were really trying to get to know 
the person Jack was.”

The toughness, resiliency and passion 
the Sailors showed during this tournament 
was a fitting tribute to fight and spirit of 
young Jack McGuire, a huge Celtics fan 
with great zeal for hoops.

“That's the type of person Jack was,” 
Hirsch said. “Watching our whole team 
go up to the McGuires after receiving the 
tournament trophy to hug them and share 
that moment with them was one of the 

best feelings I've ever had 
as a coach.”

It was also Sailor senior 
Kyle James' birthday and 
he came away with MVP 
honors. Gray was an All-
Tournament choice and 
Jack Kelly was Sportsman 
of the Tournament. So, a 
truly special week -- to 
what could be a truly 
special season -- is now 
history: Here’s to making 
more…

Fox Lane and 
MAHOPAC delivered a 
typical suburban slugfest 
last Wednesday, which 
featured solid defense 
and key mistakes down 
the stretch of a 48-45 
Foxes non-league road 
win. Fox Lane G Devin 
Hunter delivered 17 
points and five caroms in 
the come-from-behind 
win. Mahopac F Ryan 
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Members of  the Hen Hud basketball team hoist the Jack McGuire Holiday Tournament trophy after 
nipping Irvington for the title last Friday night.

Sailors Win Hen Hud Tourney in Memory of Jack McGuire
Panas, Mahopac Advance in Panther Tourney; Somers Tourney on Tap Next

NWE/PUTNAM Examiner Super 7
No.1 HEN HUD – Former Panas 

Coach and longtime Hen Hud mainstay 
Pete Kelly thinks this might be the best 
Hen Hud team in 25 years, so I’m riding 
shotgun with Pistol Pete; at least until 
Friday when the Sailors best figure out a 
way past a very tough North Salem club in 
the opening round of the Somers tourney. 
Winner of Mahopac/Somers will await. 

No.2 SOMERS – Tradito and Bicknese 
should be able to shoot the Tuskers to a 
league title and we were set to see what 
they Tuskers were made of last night after 
a tilt with Byram Hills and a tough field in 
their own Somers holiday tourney, where 
we will be camped out at as Mahopac, 
North Salem and Hen Hud invade.

No.3 PUT VALLEY – This may raise 
some eyebrows putting the Class B Tigers 
at No.3, but they have a chance to be every 
bit as good as anyone in Class B and the 

rest of those in this poll, and Panas will 
get first crack at destroying that notion 
this Wednesday.

No.4 PANAS – Just waiting to see if 
the Panthers display more consistency 
this season, but there’s a lot of potential 
here.

No.5 OSSINING – John Jay EF, with 
a handful of solid transfers, will present 
a challenge this Pride have not quite seen 
yet, but so far so good for undefeated 
Ossining.

No.6 MAHOPAC – This Parker kid 
provides an element the Indians haven’t 
had since 2014, and it would be nice to 
see what the Indians have when they take 
on host Somers in Friday’s tough tourney 
challenge.

No.7 LAKELAND – The win over 
Yorktown put the Hornets on the radar 
and their defense has been legit.
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Putnam Valley G Brandon Guerra look for an opening in Tigers’ win 
over Beacon.

Mahopac G Augie Djerdjaj fires from top of  key in 
loss to Fox Lane.

Put Valley F Darnel Shillingford goes for two of  his game-high 21 
points in Tigers’ win over Beacon.

Mahopac’s Ryan Dugan goes for two of  his 17 in loss to Fox Lane.

Mahopac G Brandon Parker drops a shot in 
Indians’ loss to Fox Lane last Wednesday.Mahopac’s Shane Loos snaps a pass in loss to Fox Lane.
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Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

Ossining Coach Dan Ricci has unleashed 
one of the brightest stars in Section 1 
history upon us. After suffering a season-
ending knee injury last season, Pride junior 
Aubrey Griffin is a “full-go”, according to 
Ricci, as 2017 NYS runner-up Ossining 
embarked upon an eighth-straight Section 
1 Class AA crown last week.

“Aubrey gets more comfortable every 
day,” Ricci said of the versatile captain, 
who has averaged 21.2 PPG, 6.6 RPG and 
nearly three steals in very limited action. 
“Physically, she is fantastic, but she’s 
just getting back to making good game 
decisions.”

The Pride are about as bummed as 
anyone about the loss of the County 
Center as the host venue of the Section 1 
championships, but Griffin has provided 
the beacon of light to light the way to the 
finals. As the best player in Section 1 this 
season, Griffin has the Pride off to a 4-1 
start with wins over Dobbs Ferry, North 

Rockland, Georgetown Prep and Port 
Chester.

In the Pride’s lone loss to Rock Creek 
Christian Academy (MD), Griffin dropped 
16 points, snared eight boards and dished 
three assists. It’s these types of performances 
that has drawn the attention of Louisville, 
St. John’s, Miami, West Virginia, Florida, 
West Virginia, Minnesota and Seton Hall.

“I think many more offers will come,” 
said Ricci. “Some of these top programs, 
like a UConn, are just waiting to see what 
she looks like after coming back from 
injury.”

In the 88-51 win over North Rockland, 
Griffin and fellow junior Kailah Harris 

each scored 22 points in just three 
quarters. Kelsey Quain (12 points) and 
Jaida Strippoli (11 points) were also big for 
the Pride, who shot 33-of-43 at the charity 
stripe.

“We are looking very good,” Ricci said. 
“I like our chances in Section 1 if we keep 
improving every day, which I believe we 
will.”

There is little doubt about that 
and probably just as little doubt that 
Ossining has the tools in place to win an 
unprecedented ninth-straight Section 1 
Class AA title in early March, and don’t 

be shocked if they are one of the last two 
teams standing in the state tournament 
where it’s entirely possible the Pride finds 
themselves in a rematch with re-tooled, 
reigning NYS champion Baldwin; though 
Elmira and Shenendehowa will provide 
ample resistance in the early rounds if the 
current prevailing wisdom triumphs…

PANAS got in the win column with a 
41-24 win over Beacon behind a balanced 
effort that saw Kellie Brown (12 points), 
Kristen Scrobola (8 points), and freshman 
Danielle Merante (7 points) and Kristen 
Cinquina (7 points) each contribute for 
the youthful Panthers. Freshman Alex 
Sudol played her first full varsity game at 
point guard and scored five points, dished 
five assists, and added five steals and six 
rebounds.

“Kellie Brown began the game by 
drilling three-straight 3-pointers and we 
never looked back,” Panas Coach Matt 
Evangelista said.  

Panas also defeated Mahopac in the 
opening round of the Panas Holiday 
Tournament, 44-36, in a big statement win 
over a solid Class AA club. Cinquina led 
Panas with 13 points, including two huge 
3s at the end of the third quarter when 
Mahopac had cut the lead to one. She also 
was 4-4 from the foul line when Mahopac 
was forced to foul. Merante added 12 
points and defended well against the much 
bigger Indians. Kellie Brown chipped in 
nine points while Scrobola and Sudol each 
added five points. Mahopac was paced 
by Claire Felix (14 points) and Siobhan 
Hynes (11 points). Coach Evangelista is 
also expecting key contributions from 
sophomore Taryn Hodge and juniors 
Taylor Oakes and Tahari Williams this 
season.

After CARMEL’s 53-48 win over 
Mamaroneck, opponents will likely keep 
a closer eye on Claire Cody after her 
monstrous double-double, which included 
23 points and 16 rebounds.

BREWSTER’s Maggie DePaoli, Meagan 
Beal and Kristen Stefanick each finished 
with 10 points in the Bears’ 46-33 win over 
Pleasantville. The Bears then went on to 
post a 52-45 win over Harrison behind 
13 points from Taylor Riccardi. Jess Miele 
(10 points), DePaoli (9 points) and Grace 
Galgano (9 points) also contributed for the 
Bears.

In LAKELAND’s 39-26 win over 
Pelham, Hornet Jess Ascencao notched 
a double-double with 12 points and 11 
rebounds while teammate Alexa Cole went 
for eight points and eight rebounds. Kelsey 
Walsh added seven points for the Hornets.

PUTNAM VALLEY was sharp in its 
season-opening 49-35 win over host 
Westlake where F Morgan Winogradaff 
scored a career-high 17 points. F Dora 
Rippon added 15 for the Tigers while 
Arianna Stockinger went for 12. The Tigers 
are still awaiting the arrival of injured 
sophomore G Kelli Venezia (back), who is 
getting close to returning.
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Panas F Kristen Scrobola goes to rack for two 
points in Panthers’ win over Beacon.

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS Panas G Cailean Nolan scoots along the baseline 
in Panthers’ win over Beacon.

Haldane’s Abbey Stowell drives baseline in Blue 
Devils’ loss to Irvington.

Putnam Valley F Dora Rippon tears up court in 
Tigers’ win over Westlake Friday.

Haldane’s Alison Chiera and Blue Devils found the 
sledding to be tough in loss to Class B powerhouse 
Irvington.

Putnam Valley F Morgan Winogradoff  dropped a 
career-high 17 points in win over Westlake.

By Tony Pinciaro
PUTNAM VALLEY varsity wrestling 

Coach Will Carano was happy for his 
graduating seniors last June. Constantine 
George (wrestling at Sacred Heart), 
Satoshi Abe (wrestling at Lehigh), Jared 
Eliopoulos, Robbie Velichko and Alec 
McDonald were all intricate members of 
a program which has become a model 
of consistency and excellence during 
Carano’s first 16 years. 

Putnam Valley was the Section 1 
Division II team runner-up last year, 
as well as boasting a sectional-best 
five champions. The Tigers also had a 
wild card entrant, sending a program-
best six wrestlers to the state wrestling 
championships and they came away with 
three all-state (top-6) recipients.

Even though this group has moved on 
to the next chapter in their academic and 
athletic lives, Putnam Valley will once 
again be a sectional power.

Putnam Valley will be led by seniors 
and captains, Mikey Bruno and Kyle Sams. 
Both wrestlers are 2017 Section 1 Division 
II champions and earned all-state honors 
and have had outstanding careers, to date.

Bruno is a three-time section champ 
and Sams has won two sectional titles and 
was a runner-up last year. 

“We expect great senior seasons from 
Mikey and Kyle,” Carano said. “They 
know what they are doing. They’ve been 
training and wrestling at a high level for 
the last six years now in season and off.”

Freshman Will Carano is also a 
returning veteran. He finished second in 
the section to Bruno and had 23 wins last 
year.

“With any team, this early, it is entirely 
way more beneficial to focus on the long 
term aspect of the season and what that 
means in regards to what we need them 
to endure and learn between now and 
mid-February,” said Carano, a Section 1 
wrestling champion for Mahopac. “What 
we look for from day one until the last day 
of the season is grit, tenacity and really an 
unbreakable will to put the work in, all 
while maintaining the highest standards 
in school and their personal lives.”

Bruno and Sams are off to a quick start, 
having won the 138- and 145-pounds 
weight classes, respectively, at the John 
Jay-East Fishkill Patriot Tournament.

  MAHOPAC prepares for the 2017-18 
season with a deep stable of returning, 
veteran wrestlers in Coach Dennis 
DiSanto’s 34 year and sixth with the 
Indians.

Mahopac went 12-8 last year and 
graduated sectional champ Mike 
Muldoon and 2016 sectional titlist Garrett 
Semenetz.

Seniors Jack McDonald, Tom Mahoney 
and Christian Brito headline this group. 
McDonald registered 27 wins last year, 
Mahoney finished with 21 and Brito 
collected 19.

Juniors Andi Berisha (20 wins in 2016-
17), Frankie Scauzillo (26 wins last year) 
and Mike Rivera, and sophomore Tyler 
Roa complete the returning core.

  Sophomore  Londrim Hasanramaj is 
one of the promising newcomers to the 
lineup.

“If we can stay healthy, I think we could 
be very successful,” DiSanto said.

Mahopac went 1-1 in the Section 1 
Division I Dual-Meet Championships – a 
62-18 victory over East Ramapo, but a 42-
38 setback to archrival Carmel.

Mahopac will host the annual Peter 
Caruso Memorial Tournament, Saturday, 
Jan. 27. Mahopac will also wrestle at the 
Eric D’Agnese (Somers) Tournament, Jan. 
6. DiSanto was the Somers’ head coach for 
28 years.

LAKELAND/PANAS welcomes a 
new coach, but a familiar face to Section 
1 wrestling as Dave Bergen steps in for 
Anthony Whitehouse. Bergen was the 
White Plains’ varsity coach for eight years.

Bergen inherits a young team that went 
4-5 last year and had sectional runner-
up and state wild-card recipient Brandon 
DiDomenico graduate.

The Rebels will turn to juniors 
Ryan Ocasio, Justin Rosario and Kyle 
Tataranowicz this year. Both wrestlers 
qualified for the 2017 Section 1 Division 
I Wrestling Championships. The trio will 
be the leaders of a new, young group of 
Rebels.

“A majority of our team are freshmen 
and sophomores,” Bergen said. “They 
don’t have a lot of experience, but they 
work hard and should do well this year 
and in the next few years.

I think that as a young team we will have 
to fight really hard for every win but that 
will help us build for the future. We have a 
few upperclassmen in Ryan Ocasio, Justin 
Rosario, Kyle Tataranowicz who should 
do really well this year and help show the 
young kids how it’s done.”

SOMERS finds itself in an enviable 
position entering the season with 
returning wrestlers, including one who 
came home.

Senior Frank Celli moved back to 
Somers after living in Georgia the past two 
years. Celli went 42-12 and finished third 
in the section his junior year in Georgia.

Celli is joined by classmates, Sean 
Freebern, a two-time Section 1 Division 
I qualifier who went 18-10 last year, Nick 
Fiore, Nick Davision, Peter Bentivenga, 
Eric Giancaspro and Antonio Vieira. 

Vieira is back on the mat after missing 
his junior year because of an injury Vieira 
went 16-7 and was a sectional qualifier his 
sophomore year.

Fourth-year Coach Ron DiSanto, 
Jr., also has junior Jon Barakat and 
sophomores Matt Russo and Matt Kelly 
back.

Somers has four newcomers primed 
to make contributions in seniors Tristan 
Manzano, Brendan Loughlin and Jimmy 
Hogan, and sophomore Sebastian Verno.

“I am confident that we will be taking 
a step forward this season,” DiSanto, Jr. 
said. “We have an experienced lineup 
with 10 returning varsity starters. The 
growing pains the last few years should 
pay off. Many of these kids were wrestling 
varsity as freshmen and sophomores, so 
those were valuable learning experiences 
for them. They were all competitive 
last season and they have all steadily 
improved, so I expect everything to come 
together this year.”

Somers will host its 39th annual Eric 
D’Agnese Tournament, Saturday, Jan. 6.

YORKTOWN Coach Eric Fama 
welcomes an experienced group back 
and also a wealth of new varsity wrestlers 
which will lead to a promising season.

However, the Cornhuskers will be 
without one of Section 1’s finest wrestlers 
as 2017 Section 1 Division I 106-pound 
champion and sixth-place state-finisher 
Chris Perry transferred to the Brunswick 
School in Greenwich.

They will also miss the contributions 
of graduates and sectional qualifiers -- 
Thomas Carson  and Owen McGivney 
from a team that went 7-7.

Yorktown’s senior status and leadership 
is excellent and it starts with Connor 
Thomas, a two-time all-section wrestler 
who placed fourth at 160 pounds last year. 
Thomas also surpassed 100 varsity wins.

Classmate Pat Patierno placed sixth in 
the section and also reached 100 varsity 
wins last year. Matt Stegmeier qualified 
for sectionals last year and, along with 
Patierno, was one victory from placing 
top-six. Senior Mauricio Arango enters 
the season following an outstanding soccer 
campaign. The senior was instrumental in 
leading the soccer team to the Section 1 
Class AA title.

Sophomore Dean Patiero completes 
the returning crew. Patierno was an all-
league choice and also one win away from 
placing at sectionals.

“We have the most newcomers, 11 in 
total, in the four years that I have been 
coaching in Yorktown, and a lot of them 
show promise in the future,” said Fama, a 
sectional champ for New Rochelle. “It will 
take some time to see which of these guys 

can step up and maybe even jump right 
into the starting lineup.

“Our strength as a team is experience. 
In the four years that I have been coaching 
we have always been a very inexperienced, 
younger team, but this year we have nine 
seniors that have accumulated a lot of mat 
time in the off season and look to make a 
big impact this year to reach our goal of 
top 10 in the section.”

Yorktown will host its dual-meet 
tournament later this month and Fama will 
take Yorktown to his alma mater – New 
Rochelle – for the annual Ted Murphy/
Jim Guccione Shoreline Classic. Yorktown 
will also wrestle in the Westchester 
County Championships, Saturday, Jan. 20 
at Yonkers.

Yorktown opened the Section 1 Division 
I Dual-Meet Championship with a pair of 
victories – over Lakeland/Panas, 55-15, 
and Mamaroneck 54-26. 

When it comes to BREWSTER, all talk 
begins with Grant Cuomo.

The senior followed up his excellent 
sophomore year, in which he was a 
sectional champ and state placefinishers, 
with the 2017 Section 1 Division I 
160-pound title and was the state runner-
up. He was also Brewster’s fist Eastern 
States champion and enters the season 
with a program-best 171 varsity wins.

Cuomo, currently ranked 15th in the 
nation in the 170-pound weight class, 
according to FloWrestling, has verbally 
committed to Princeton University where 
he will continue with wrestling.

Joining Cuomo in the lineup are 
returning starters, Lewis Grana, Jack 
Muentener and Alex Goldberg, all juniors, 
and freshman Jacob Hamblin.

Freshman Matt Henry and Chris 
Bisignano are two new additions to varsity. 
They are part of a 13-man freshman class, 
which is the largest Coach Looby has had 
in his 15 years at Brewster.

“It’s outstanding,” said Looby of his 
freshmen class. “We can thank our 
modified coach, Dave Bloom, for doing 
an excellent job for us over the years.

“Our team consists of a dedicated group 
of hard-working and driven individuals, 
led by Grant. We are looking forward 
to a successful season and believe our 
wrestlers will make huge strides this year.”

Bisignano is one freshman off to a good 
start with a 6-1 record.

“Chris has been an excellent addition, 
so far,” Looby said. “He has experience 
and will help us in dual meets, as well.”

(Due to space constraints, Hen Hud, 
Ossining and Carmel previews will run 
on-line only at www.theexaminernews.
com)
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Ossining Coach Dan Ricci has unleashed 
one of the brightest stars in Section 1 
history upon us. After suffering a season-
ending knee injury last season, Pride junior 
Aubrey Griffin is a “full-go”, according to 
Ricci, as 2017 NYS runner-up Ossining 
embarked upon an eighth-straight Section 
1 Class AA crown last week.

“Aubrey gets more comfortable every 
day,” Ricci said of the versatile captain, 
who has averaged 21.2 PPG, 6.6 RPG and 
nearly three steals in very limited action. 
“Physically, she is fantastic, but she’s 
just getting back to making good game 
decisions.”

The Pride are about as bummed as 
anyone about the loss of the County 
Center as the host venue of the Section 1 
championships, but Griffin has provided 
the beacon of light to light the way to the 
finals. As the best player in Section 1 this 
season, Griffin has the Pride off to a 4-1 
start with wins over Dobbs Ferry, North 

Rockland, Georgetown Prep and Port 
Chester.

In the Pride’s lone loss to Rock Creek 
Christian Academy (MD), Griffin dropped 
16 points, snared eight boards and dished 
three assists. It’s these types of performances 
that has drawn the attention of Louisville, 
St. John’s, Miami, West Virginia, Florida, 
West Virginia, Minnesota and Seton Hall.

“I think many more offers will come,” 
said Ricci. “Some of these top programs, 
like a UConn, are just waiting to see what 
she looks like after coming back from 
injury.”

In the 88-51 win over North Rockland, 
Griffin and fellow junior Kailah Harris 

each scored 22 points in just three 
quarters. Kelsey Quain (12 points) and 
Jaida Strippoli (11 points) were also big for 
the Pride, who shot 33-of-43 at the charity 
stripe.

“We are looking very good,” Ricci said. 
“I like our chances in Section 1 if we keep 
improving every day, which I believe we 
will.”

There is little doubt about that 
and probably just as little doubt that 
Ossining has the tools in place to win an 
unprecedented ninth-straight Section 1 
Class AA title in early March, and don’t 

be shocked if they are one of the last two 
teams standing in the state tournament 
where it’s entirely possible the Pride finds 
themselves in a rematch with re-tooled, 
reigning NYS champion Baldwin; though 
Elmira and Shenendehowa will provide 
ample resistance in the early rounds if the 
current prevailing wisdom triumphs…

PANAS got in the win column with a 
41-24 win over Beacon behind a balanced 
effort that saw Kellie Brown (12 points), 
Kristen Scrobola (8 points), and freshman 
Danielle Merante (7 points) and Kristen 
Cinquina (7 points) each contribute for 
the youthful Panthers. Freshman Alex 
Sudol played her first full varsity game at 
point guard and scored five points, dished 
five assists, and added five steals and six 
rebounds.

“Kellie Brown began the game by 
drilling three-straight 3-pointers and we 
never looked back,” Panas Coach Matt 
Evangelista said.  

Panas also defeated Mahopac in the 
opening round of the Panas Holiday 
Tournament, 44-36, in a big statement win 
over a solid Class AA club. Cinquina led 
Panas with 13 points, including two huge 
3s at the end of the third quarter when 
Mahopac had cut the lead to one. She also 
was 4-4 from the foul line when Mahopac 
was forced to foul. Merante added 12 
points and defended well against the much 
bigger Indians. Kellie Brown chipped in 
nine points while Scrobola and Sudol each 
added five points. Mahopac was paced 
by Claire Felix (14 points) and Siobhan 
Hynes (11 points). Coach Evangelista is 
also expecting key contributions from 
sophomore Taryn Hodge and juniors 
Taylor Oakes and Tahari Williams this 
season.

After CARMEL’s 53-48 win over 
Mamaroneck, opponents will likely keep 
a closer eye on Claire Cody after her 
monstrous double-double, which included 
23 points and 16 rebounds.

BREWSTER’s Maggie DePaoli, Meagan 
Beal and Kristen Stefanick each finished 
with 10 points in the Bears’ 46-33 win over 
Pleasantville. The Bears then went on to 
post a 52-45 win over Harrison behind 
13 points from Taylor Riccardi. Jess Miele 
(10 points), DePaoli (9 points) and Grace 
Galgano (9 points) also contributed for the 
Bears.

In LAKELAND’s 39-26 win over 
Pelham, Hornet Jess Ascencao notched 
a double-double with 12 points and 11 
rebounds while teammate Alexa Cole went 
for eight points and eight rebounds. Kelsey 
Walsh added seven points for the Hornets.

PUTNAM VALLEY was sharp in its 
season-opening 49-35 win over host 
Westlake where F Morgan Winogradaff 
scored a career-high 17 points. F Dora 
Rippon added 15 for the Tigers while 
Arianna Stockinger went for 12. The Tigers 
are still awaiting the arrival of injured 
sophomore G Kelli Venezia (back), who is 
getting close to returning.

December 12- December 18, 2017 www.TheExaminerNews.com 31December 12- December 18, 2017 30 The Northern Westchester Examiner

Girls’ Hoops NotebookSports Grappling NotbookSports

Defending Section 1 Class AA Champ Ossining off and Running Local Grapplers Set to Take Down, Pin All Comers

Panas F Kristen Scrobola goes to rack for two 
points in Panthers’ win over Beacon.

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS Panas G Cailean Nolan scoots along the baseline 
in Panthers’ win over Beacon.

Haldane’s Abbey Stowell drives baseline in Blue 
Devils’ loss to Irvington.

Putnam Valley F Dora Rippon tears up court in 
Tigers’ win over Westlake Friday.

Haldane’s Alison Chiera and Blue Devils found the 
sledding to be tough in loss to Class B powerhouse 
Irvington.

Putnam Valley F Morgan Winogradoff  dropped a 
career-high 17 points in win over Westlake.

By Tony Pinciaro
PUTNAM VALLEY varsity wrestling 

Coach Will Carano was happy for his 
graduating seniors last June. Constantine 
George (wrestling at Sacred Heart), 
Satoshi Abe (wrestling at Lehigh), Jared 
Eliopoulos, Robbie Velichko and Alec 
McDonald were all intricate members of 
a program which has become a model 
of consistency and excellence during 
Carano’s first 16 years. 

Putnam Valley was the Section 1 
Division II team runner-up last year, 
as well as boasting a sectional-best 
five champions. The Tigers also had a 
wild card entrant, sending a program-
best six wrestlers to the state wrestling 
championships and they came away with 
three all-state (top-6) recipients.

Even though this group has moved on 
to the next chapter in their academic and 
athletic lives, Putnam Valley will once 
again be a sectional power.

Putnam Valley will be led by seniors 
and captains, Mikey Bruno and Kyle Sams. 
Both wrestlers are 2017 Section 1 Division 
II champions and earned all-state honors 
and have had outstanding careers, to date.

Bruno is a three-time section champ 
and Sams has won two sectional titles and 
was a runner-up last year. 

“We expect great senior seasons from 
Mikey and Kyle,” Carano said. “They 
know what they are doing. They’ve been 
training and wrestling at a high level for 
the last six years now in season and off.”

Freshman Will Carano is also a 
returning veteran. He finished second in 
the section to Bruno and had 23 wins last 
year.

“With any team, this early, it is entirely 
way more beneficial to focus on the long 
term aspect of the season and what that 
means in regards to what we need them 
to endure and learn between now and 
mid-February,” said Carano, a Section 1 
wrestling champion for Mahopac. “What 
we look for from day one until the last day 
of the season is grit, tenacity and really an 
unbreakable will to put the work in, all 
while maintaining the highest standards 
in school and their personal lives.”

Bruno and Sams are off to a quick start, 
having won the 138- and 145-pounds 
weight classes, respectively, at the John 
Jay-East Fishkill Patriot Tournament.

  MAHOPAC prepares for the 2017-18 
season with a deep stable of returning, 
veteran wrestlers in Coach Dennis 
DiSanto’s 34 year and sixth with the 
Indians.

Mahopac went 12-8 last year and 
graduated sectional champ Mike 
Muldoon and 2016 sectional titlist Garrett 
Semenetz.

Seniors Jack McDonald, Tom Mahoney 
and Christian Brito headline this group. 
McDonald registered 27 wins last year, 
Mahoney finished with 21 and Brito 
collected 19.

Juniors Andi Berisha (20 wins in 2016-
17), Frankie Scauzillo (26 wins last year) 
and Mike Rivera, and sophomore Tyler 
Roa complete the returning core.

  Sophomore  Londrim Hasanramaj is 
one of the promising newcomers to the 
lineup.

“If we can stay healthy, I think we could 
be very successful,” DiSanto said.

Mahopac went 1-1 in the Section 1 
Division I Dual-Meet Championships – a 
62-18 victory over East Ramapo, but a 42-
38 setback to archrival Carmel.

Mahopac will host the annual Peter 
Caruso Memorial Tournament, Saturday, 
Jan. 27. Mahopac will also wrestle at the 
Eric D’Agnese (Somers) Tournament, Jan. 
6. DiSanto was the Somers’ head coach for 
28 years.

LAKELAND/PANAS welcomes a 
new coach, but a familiar face to Section 
1 wrestling as Dave Bergen steps in for 
Anthony Whitehouse. Bergen was the 
White Plains’ varsity coach for eight years.

Bergen inherits a young team that went 
4-5 last year and had sectional runner-
up and state wild-card recipient Brandon 
DiDomenico graduate.

The Rebels will turn to juniors 
Ryan Ocasio, Justin Rosario and Kyle 
Tataranowicz this year. Both wrestlers 
qualified for the 2017 Section 1 Division 
I Wrestling Championships. The trio will 
be the leaders of a new, young group of 
Rebels.

“A majority of our team are freshmen 
and sophomores,” Bergen said. “They 
don’t have a lot of experience, but they 
work hard and should do well this year 
and in the next few years.

I think that as a young team we will have 
to fight really hard for every win but that 
will help us build for the future. We have a 
few upperclassmen in Ryan Ocasio, Justin 
Rosario, Kyle Tataranowicz who should 
do really well this year and help show the 
young kids how it’s done.”

SOMERS finds itself in an enviable 
position entering the season with 
returning wrestlers, including one who 
came home.

Senior Frank Celli moved back to 
Somers after living in Georgia the past two 
years. Celli went 42-12 and finished third 
in the section his junior year in Georgia.

Celli is joined by classmates, Sean 
Freebern, a two-time Section 1 Division 
I qualifier who went 18-10 last year, Nick 
Fiore, Nick Davision, Peter Bentivenga, 
Eric Giancaspro and Antonio Vieira. 

Vieira is back on the mat after missing 
his junior year because of an injury Vieira 
went 16-7 and was a sectional qualifier his 
sophomore year.

Fourth-year Coach Ron DiSanto, 
Jr., also has junior Jon Barakat and 
sophomores Matt Russo and Matt Kelly 
back.

Somers has four newcomers primed 
to make contributions in seniors Tristan 
Manzano, Brendan Loughlin and Jimmy 
Hogan, and sophomore Sebastian Verno.

“I am confident that we will be taking 
a step forward this season,” DiSanto, Jr. 
said. “We have an experienced lineup 
with 10 returning varsity starters. The 
growing pains the last few years should 
pay off. Many of these kids were wrestling 
varsity as freshmen and sophomores, so 
those were valuable learning experiences 
for them. They were all competitive 
last season and they have all steadily 
improved, so I expect everything to come 
together this year.”

Somers will host its 39th annual Eric 
D’Agnese Tournament, Saturday, Jan. 6.

YORKTOWN Coach Eric Fama 
welcomes an experienced group back 
and also a wealth of new varsity wrestlers 
which will lead to a promising season.

However, the Cornhuskers will be 
without one of Section 1’s finest wrestlers 
as 2017 Section 1 Division I 106-pound 
champion and sixth-place state-finisher 
Chris Perry transferred to the Brunswick 
School in Greenwich.

They will also miss the contributions 
of graduates and sectional qualifiers -- 
Thomas Carson  and Owen McGivney 
from a team that went 7-7.

Yorktown’s senior status and leadership 
is excellent and it starts with Connor 
Thomas, a two-time all-section wrestler 
who placed fourth at 160 pounds last year. 
Thomas also surpassed 100 varsity wins.

Classmate Pat Patierno placed sixth in 
the section and also reached 100 varsity 
wins last year. Matt Stegmeier qualified 
for sectionals last year and, along with 
Patierno, was one victory from placing 
top-six. Senior Mauricio Arango enters 
the season following an outstanding soccer 
campaign. The senior was instrumental in 
leading the soccer team to the Section 1 
Class AA title.

Sophomore Dean Patiero completes 
the returning crew. Patierno was an all-
league choice and also one win away from 
placing at sectionals.

“We have the most newcomers, 11 in 
total, in the four years that I have been 
coaching in Yorktown, and a lot of them 
show promise in the future,” said Fama, a 
sectional champ for New Rochelle. “It will 
take some time to see which of these guys 

can step up and maybe even jump right 
into the starting lineup.

“Our strength as a team is experience. 
In the four years that I have been coaching 
we have always been a very inexperienced, 
younger team, but this year we have nine 
seniors that have accumulated a lot of mat 
time in the off season and look to make a 
big impact this year to reach our goal of 
top 10 in the section.”

Yorktown will host its dual-meet 
tournament later this month and Fama will 
take Yorktown to his alma mater – New 
Rochelle – for the annual Ted Murphy/
Jim Guccione Shoreline Classic. Yorktown 
will also wrestle in the Westchester 
County Championships, Saturday, Jan. 20 
at Yonkers.

Yorktown opened the Section 1 Division 
I Dual-Meet Championship with a pair of 
victories – over Lakeland/Panas, 55-15, 
and Mamaroneck 54-26. 

When it comes to BREWSTER, all talk 
begins with Grant Cuomo.

The senior followed up his excellent 
sophomore year, in which he was a 
sectional champ and state placefinishers, 
with the 2017 Section 1 Division I 
160-pound title and was the state runner-
up. He was also Brewster’s fist Eastern 
States champion and enters the season 
with a program-best 171 varsity wins.

Cuomo, currently ranked 15th in the 
nation in the 170-pound weight class, 
according to FloWrestling, has verbally 
committed to Princeton University where 
he will continue with wrestling.

Joining Cuomo in the lineup are 
returning starters, Lewis Grana, Jack 
Muentener and Alex Goldberg, all juniors, 
and freshman Jacob Hamblin.

Freshman Matt Henry and Chris 
Bisignano are two new additions to varsity. 
They are part of a 13-man freshman class, 
which is the largest Coach Looby has had 
in his 15 years at Brewster.

“It’s outstanding,” said Looby of his 
freshmen class. “We can thank our 
modified coach, Dave Bloom, for doing 
an excellent job for us over the years.

“Our team consists of a dedicated group 
of hard-working and driven individuals, 
led by Grant. We are looking forward 
to a successful season and believe our 
wrestlers will make huge strides this year.”

Bisignano is one freshman off to a good 
start with a 6-1 record.

“Chris has been an excellent addition, 
so far,” Looby said. “He has experience 
and will help us in dual meets, as well.”

(Due to space constraints, Hen Hud, 
Ossining and Carmel previews will run 
on-line only at www.theexaminernews.
com)
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Mahopac senior point guard Justin Parker, a recent Kennedy Catholic transfer, has provided the Indians with an element they’ve been missing in recent seasons. Parker dropped a game-high 22 points on Lakeland 
in the Indians’ 58-52 win over the Hornets in the opening-round of  the Walter Panas Tournament last Friday, in addition to having played quite well in his Mahopac debut during a 48-45 loss to Fox Lane last 
Wednesday. Coach Matt Simone is hoping for more of  the same during the upcoming Somers Holiday tournament this coming weekend.. see Boys’ Hoops Notebook
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Mahopac 
Guard 
Provides 
Wizardry 
in Tourney 
Win over 
Lakeland

Magic 
Parker!


