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By David Propper
Putnam County is one of countless 

municipalities that have been hit hard 
by the drug epidemic that’s swept across 
the United States at a breathtaking rate. 
Now, Putnam is punching back against 
the drug companies that county officials 
believe contributed to the crisis. 

The county Legislature approved 
litigation during a special full meeting 
Tuesday night to sue several of the 
largest pharmaceutical companies and 
distributors in the country, signing 
on with the law firm Napoli Shkolnik 
PLCC which will handle the case. The 
final tally was 8-0 in favor of the action, 
with Legislator Dini LoBue absent. 

Napoli Shkolnick, which has recently 
been named co-lead counsel in the 
lawsuit, has investigated potential 
claims on behalf of individuals 

and governmental entities against 
pharmaceutical manufacturers and 
distributors. The companies facing legal 
heat include Purdue Pharmaceuticals, 
Teva Pharmaceutical Industries, Inc., 
Johnson and Johnson, and Endo 
Pharmaceuticals, as well distributors, 
including McKesson Corp., Cardinal 
health Inc. and AmerisourceBergen 
Corp. The lawsuit claims these 
companies helped create an opioid crisis 
because of fraudulent and negligent 
marketing and distribution of pain 
medications. 

County Executive MaryEllen Odell 
said in an interview after talking to the 
law firm, it was explained to her that it 
would be at no cost to the county and 
would not increase the work burden on 
the county law department. 

By David Propper
Within a week of his victory for the 

office of Putnam County Sheriff, Robert 
Langley announced his undersheriff last 
Tuesday.

Former sheriff ’s investigator Michael 
Corrigan, of Carmel, was named 
Langley’s second-in-command as the 
sheriff-elect continues his transition 
before he takes office on Jan 1. Corrigan 
worked for the sheriff ’s office for 21 years, 
including 18 as a criminal investigator 
and is a harsh critic of current Sheriff 
Don Smith.

Langley, running on the Democratic 
ticket, defeated Smith, a Republican, 
earlier this month by a slim margin to 
pull off an historic win. Smith, a former 

Local Shops Embrace 
Small Business Saturday

NYS Champion Golfer 
Signs with The Ohio State  
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In between Black Friday and Cyber Monday, Small Business Saturday was celebrated last 
weekend in Putnam County. Chambers of  Commerces across the county encouraged 
shoppers to turn to local mom and pop shops throughout the day. In Putnam Valley, the 
PV Business Network, led by president Ellen Hayes, made a strong push to see that local 
businesses were patronized. One shop that business network members, Putnam County 
Chambers of  Commerce chairwoman Jennifer Maher and County Executive MaryEllen Odell 
stopped by was Putnam Valley Florist, which is shown in the photo above. 

Carmel High School senior 
Lauren Peter signed a letter 
of  intent to join the Division 
I golf  team at The Ohio State 
University in Columbus, Ohio 
after graduation from high 
school in June.  “Lauren is a 
terrific student athlete. She 
works as hard in the classroom 
as she does on the golf  
course,” said CHS golf  coach, 
Matthew Murphy. Peter has 
been an integral participant of  
Carmel’s varsity golf  program 
since middle school. As an 
eighth grader, Peter won every 
match that she played and led 
Section One to a third place 
finish. She is a three-time 
Section One Player of  the Year, 
a four-time all-league, all –
section and all-state athlete. 
After finishing second in 2015 
and 2016, Peter won the 2017 

NY State championship, becoming the first Carmel girl to hold a State title. Peter has also been 
impressive on the junior golf  circuit. “Lauren is extremely talented and very hard working,” Therese 
Hession, head coach of  the Ohio State women’s golf  team, said.” She has high expectations of  
herself  and will be a fantastic addition to Buckeye Nation.” In addition to her athletic prowess, Peter 
is an academic honor student and volunteers her time and talent with middle school golfers. While 
at The Ohio State University, Peter intends to pursue her interest in business studies. Pictured left to 
right: Stephen Peter (father), Lauren Peter, Debiane Peter (mother). Standing: Rich Nordt (coach), 
Matthew Murphy (coach), Susan Dullea (athletic director)

County Brings Legal Action 
Against Drug Companies

Incoming Putnam Top 
Cop Selects Undersheriff
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Michael Corrigan will be the undersheriff  under 
Sheriff-elect Robert Langley.
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By Rick Pezzullo
Congresswoman Nita Lowey 

(D-Harrison) announced Nov. 20 three 
pieces of federal legislation she introduced 
last week aimed at addressing key issues 
related to the scheduled 2021 closure of 
Indian Point nuclear power plant.

Lowey, the ranking member on the 
House Appropriations Committee, said 
she agreed with Gov. Andrew Cuomo, 
Entergy and Riverkeeper’s stunning 
announcement last January that Indian 
Point, located in the Village of Buchanan, 
would cease operations within four years.

“Since 2002, I have advocated for 
shutting down Indian Point because of 
its security and safety risks for all of us 
in the New York metro area,” Lowey 
said at Buchanan Village Hall, minutes 
away from the plant. “We must act now 
to ensure on-site safety after the closure 
of Indian Point and to mitigate against 
economic hardship on our communities.” 

Lowey said the bills she crafted would 
not only maintain safety at Indian Point 
once power is turned off, but would 
establish a new source of funding to 
help compensate for the projected $32 
million in annual lost tax revenue to the 
community.

The Redistribution of Fines to Our 
Communities Act would redistribute 
safety-related fines imposed by the 
Department of Energy to support the 

local tax base.
She has also co-sponsored the Stranded 

Act, which requires the Department of 
Energy to compensate communities for 
storing nuclear waste, referring to spent 
fuel rods that will remain at Indian Point 
in dry cask storage.

“The Village of Buchanan faces a double 
hit with the closure of Indian Point,” 
Buchanan Mayor Theresa Knickerbocker 
said. “First, the loss of approximately 50 
percent of our revenue, and, second, the 
indefinite storage of the spent fuel rods, 
which means that portion of the property 
will not be developed until they are 

removed.”
Another of Lowey’s bills would 

speed the process of removing 
the rods from the plant site by 
allowing the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission to license interim 
storage facilities elsewhere in 
the country and prioritize the 
removal of nuclear waste from 
sites in densely populated areas, 
such as the Lower Hudson 
Valley. A few temporary storage 
locations for the rods have been 
identified in Texas and New 
Mexico.

“There are communities that 
have already volunteered to store 
those casks,” Lowey said. “I’m not 
just waiting for the magical site.”

Assemblywoman Sandy Galef 
(D-Ossining) has sponsored legislation 
that would allow the concrete pads where 
the dry cask storage is located at Indian 
Point to be assessed and subject to taxes.

With the pending closure of the 240-
acre site, local officials have been hard at 
work finding ways to supplement revenue 
provided by Entergy, while also saving 
the more than 1,100 jobs at the plant. 
Cortlandt Supervisor Linda Puglisi said 
during a task force meeting last week that 
town officials have started discussions 
with Entergy about possibly extending 
the payment in lieu of taxes (PILOT) 

agreement the two entities had previously 
reached.

Entergy currently provides 33 percent 
of annual revenue to the Hendrick 
Hudson School District, 64 percent to the 
Verplanck Fire Department, 28 percent 
to the Hendrick Hudson Free Library, 2 
percent to the Town of Cortlandt and 1 
percent to Westchester County.

“The revenue loss given the closure 
of Indian Point is catastrophic to our 
school district,” said Hendrick Hudson 
Superintendent of Schools Joseph 
Hochreiter. “Taxing our way out of $27 
million cannot be an option for our 
community.”

As part of the settlement agreement 
with the state and Riverkeeper, Entergy 
has agreed to commit $15 million, 
starting in 2020, to local communities 
for environmental protection and a 
community benefit fund to offset the loss 
in revenue. 

On Oct. 30, the Westchester County 
Board of Legislators unanimously 
approved a resolution, co-sponsored 
by Majority Leader Catherine Borgia 
(D-Ossining), demanding that current 
energy employees be hired to assist 
in the decommissioning of the plant 
and the area’s economic development. 
The employees would also receive job 
counseling to advance their careers 
elsewhere.

Lowey Unveils Bills to Assist Area With Indian Point Closure

RICk PEzzULLO PHOTO
Congresswoman Nita Lowey speaks at Buchanan Village Hall 
last week with several local officials on hand. 

Q: What is a mobile-bearing partial knee? 
A: Key to the durable nature and natural feel of the 
mobile-bearing knee is a plastic bearing that glides 
freely throughout the knee’s range of motion, hence 
the name “mobile-bearing.” Similar to the ball bearings 
that “bear the weight” and allow a wheel to turn 
freely, a mobile bearing allows your knee to move 
more naturally. In other partial knees, known as 
“fixed-bearing,” the bearing does not move.

Q: What advantages does it have over a total knee 
replacement or fixed- bearing partial knee? 
A: The main advantages are faster recovery time and 
less pain. Total knee replacement is major surgery 
involving the removal of a substantial portion of bone 
in the knee and half the supporting ligaments. The 
less invasive partial knee replacement preserves all 
the ligaments and two-thirds of the healthy knee. 
Patients can often go home the same day and 
recovery time is cut in half.   

Q: Why do some doctors recommend a total 
knee replacement even if the problem can be 
fixed with a partial knee? 
A: Historically, physicians have favored total knee 

replacements over partial for almost all patients 
with severe osteoarthritis because they last longer 
than fixed-bearing partial knees. 

But statistics show that the mobile-bearing knee is 
comparable to a total knee replacement in terms of 
durability. Twenty years post-implant, the mobile-bearing 
knee is still viable in 91 percent of patients. The comparable 
figure for total knee replacements is 93 percent. 

Q: How do I know if a mobile-bearing is right for me?  
A: Knee replacements are done only for people whose 
osteoarthritis is severe or “end-stage.” Your doctor will 
determine which type of replacement you need based on 
a physical exam and x-rays. In about 30 to 40 percent of 
patients, the osteoarthritis is contained only on the medial 
or inner part of the joint.  If the rest of the knee is healthy, 
you might be a candidate for a partial knee replacement 
with the mobile-bearing device, whereas someone with 
arthritis throughout the knee or a torn ligament is not.

Do You Have Severe Arthritis in your Knee?
Discover the advantages of a mobile-bearing 
partial knee replacement…

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
(914) 666-1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Ask the Doctor
David Yasgur, MD
Director of Quality and Outcomes, 
Orthopedic and Spine Institute                                                     
Northern Westchester Hospital

Learn more 
about Dr. Yasgur, visit 
nwhorthoandspine.org/
DrYasgur

Did you know?
There is a natural-feeling, long-lasting 
partial knee replacement that helps you 
recover faster with less pain.
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By David Propper
The much anticipated senior center at the 

controversial Butterfield redevelopment 
is facing further roadblocks with the costs 
to complete the project soaring above 
what the county wants to pay. 

The expected opening of the senior 
center in Cold Spring could be pushed 
back after the county faced higher costs 
than originally planned to complete 
the renovations. The county Legislature 
approved a bond for the new senior center 
last year in hopes of bringing a state of the 
art facility to seniors in Philipstown. 

During a Nov. 22 physical services 
committee meeting, Legislator Barbara 
Scuccimarra said the county was looking 
to open the center in spring, but a 
contractor still needs to be hired for the 
job. Currently the 6,000 square feet is a 
“vanilla box.”

Scuccimarra said all of the bids for 
the project returned much higher than 
the county planned with the lowest bid 
pegged at $1.8 million. The county will be 
putting forth another request for proposal 
in the near future to see if they can find a 
company willing to perform the work for 
a lower price, Scuccimarra said. 

Deputy highway commissioner John 
Tully said highway department workers 
completed demolition of the building 
where the center will be located and 
highway department workers will now 

examine other parts of the project they 
can work on. 

“There are some elements of the design 
that we’re going to look very closely at,” 
Tully said. “Potentially modify and go 
back out to bid. Nothing that’s really a 
huge surprise.”

During the committee meeting, 
Scuccimarra pushed the county to do 
more work in the building, considering 
the highway department has done work 

on other county properties like at Tilly 
Foster Farm and Putnam County Golf 
Course, which saved taxpayers money. 

“I don’t understand why this project 
couldn’t be like that as well,” Scuccimarra 
said. 

Legislature Chairwoman Ginny 
Nacerino asked if the county can work 
on a property it leases, rather than owns, 
like the space at Butterfield. Tully said he 
doesn’t believe it mattered, but logistically 

it would be tougher to do work on the 
western side of Putnam. Renovating 
Tilly Foster was easy for the highway 
department because it was near its 
primary headquarters and close to other 
county properties in case a problem arose, 
he said. 

“It’s a little remote over there,” Tully said, 
adding there are several other projects the 
highway department is focused on. 

Originally, the late Roger Ailes and 
his wife Beth were going to donate 
$500,000 to built the center, but when 
sexual misconduct allegations were 
leveled against Ailes as FOX News CEO, 
the county wavered on agreeing to the 
deal and Ailes pulled the donation. The 
county Legislature then approved a bond 
for $800,000 last year and county officials 
estimated the price tag for the center 
would be $1.3 million. The county has a 
15-year lease with developer Paul Guillaro 
for the space. 

The hope, county officials stated during 
the meeting, is that once companies see 
the space empty from the demolition and 
with any tweaks to the project design, 
they’ll offer a lower price for the work.

“When the price comes in high, what 
else can you do, but look at the scope 
again and rebid or change the direction of 
the project,” Scuccimarra said. 

“Not a good situation either way,” 
Nacerino replied. 

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Legislators Barbara Scuccimarra speaks with the deputy highway commissioner John Tully at a physical 
services committee meeting last week.

Senior Center Construction at Butterfield Hits Snag
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By David Propper
A proposed information technology 

policy that has been in the works for more 
than a year might finally be voted on next 
month. 

With some revisions to the policy 
meant to solidify what Putnam County 
employees can and can’t do on county 
IT equipment and what they can do 
when communicating related to county 
business, most legislators appeared ready 
to pass it. 

Law department attorney Shannon 
Brady said during a rules committee 

meeting on Nov. 15 the law department 
looked at the policy Westchester County 
has and made some changes based off of 
that. Those changes were meant to clarify 
the policy, she said.

Anything that is stored on county data, 
Brady said, does not have an expectation 
of privacy. 

A major addition to the policy is the 
social media clause, Brady said. Part of 
the policy states employees’ social media 
behavior could not harm the image, 
reputation or good will of the county or 
any of its employees and employees are 

prohibited from making discriminatory, 
disparaging or defamatory comments 
when using social media. 

Most legislators wanted to push the 
policy through. 

Legislator Carl Albano called it 
imperative to move the policy forward, 
even if it needs to be tweaked later on. 

“We have to set ground rules because 
there’s just so much at risk with all our 
computers,” Albano said.

Rules chairman Neal Sullivan said 
employees need to know what they can 
and cannot do while at work using IT 

equipment. Legislature Chairwoman 
Ginny Nacerino said once it’s approved, 
it’s important that all employees are aware 
of the new guidelines. 

IT department head Thomas Lannon 
said the current proposal is a “starting 
point” and there are different ways every 
county employee can be alerted to it. A 
discussion will also need to take place 
with labor unions, Brady said.

Legislator Dini LoBue said one issue the 
policy had last time was how employees 
are monitored and expected to conduct 
themselves on personal time. She said the 
New York Civil Liberties Union stated 
a past IT policy from a couple months 
ago violated first amendment speech 
protections for employees. 

Brady said the law department tried to 
address those issues highlighted by the 
NYCLU. 

LoBue said another issue she had is 
who is going to be in charge of checking 
an employee’s emails and what situation 
would cause someone in the county to do 
so.

Southeast Councilwoman Lynne 
Eckardt asked if there is any part of the 
policy that addresses an outside source 
that has access to county data sending 
political messages to county employees’ 
emails. She said emails have been sent to 
her Southeast town email address from 
the county executive’s committee to elect 
email address for political purposes. 

“That should be prohibited,” Nacerino 
said of county data being used for political 
purposes. 

IT Policy Inches Closer to Legislative Approval

Thomas Lannon of  the IT department and 
Shannon Brady of  the law department talk about 
the proposed IT policy.
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Weight loss is a journey.  
And it starts here.

If you’re significantly overweight  

and ready to live a happier and 

healthier life, the weight loss program 

at Putnam Hospital Center can help. 

Learn more about the bariatric 

surgery program, including minimally 

invasive surgical techniques, nutritional 

counseling and support groups.
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AN IN-PERSON SEMINAR.
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December 21, 2017 | 4:30-5:30pm
Call 845.230.4797 to reserve your spot.
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at risk with all 
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Legislator Carl 
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Questions About Health Insurance? 
Fidelis Care offers quality, affordable health insurance for 
qualifying children and adults of all ages through Qualified Health 
Plans and the New York State-sponsored Child Health Plus, 
Essential Plan, and Medicaid programs.

We want everyone to know that learning about quality, affordable 
health insurance is just a call, click, or visit away.

Call

Click

Visit

To Learn More:

1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547)
1-800-421-1220 TTY

Apply Through:
www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov
For those who are eligible

fideliscare.org/offices

1-888-FIDELIS • fideliscare.org
(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 1-800-421-1220

Let’s Get Everyone Covered.

To learn more about applying for health insurance, including Medicaid, Child Health 
Plus, Essential Plan, and Qualified Health Plans through NY State of Health, The 
Official Health Plan Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or 
call 1-855-355-5777.

Enrollment Timeframes:
For those who are eligible

Starting November 1 — December 15, 2017
for coverage that begins January 1, 2018 

for Qualified Health Plans through NY State of Health

All Year Long
for Child Health Plus, Essential Plan, Medicaid 

(New York State-sponsored health insurance) 
Individuals must be eligible to apply for Medicaid

By David Propper
Stopping by Putnam County last week, 

United States Senator Chuck Schumer put 
the Metropolitan Transit Authority on 
notice in hopes of the authority meeting 
a deadline to install rail-safety technology 
meant to make train rides safer.  

During a press conference in front of 
the Brewster train station on Nov. 20, 
Schumer slammed the MTA for lagging 
to install Positive Train Control on all of 
its trains and towers with the deadline for 
complete installation roughly a year away. 
While the MTA has stated it’s working 
toward installing PTC on all trains, 
Schumer was more skeptical, calling the 
authority’s action “not good enough.”

Positive train control is meant to 
control the speed and movements of 
trains to make up for any human error. 

Schumer stressed safety has to come 
first when commuters travel by rail line. 
He noted PTC has proven to save lives 
and if it were implemented four years, the 
Spuyten Duyvil train derailment in the 
Bronx, which killed four people, would 
not have occurred. 

The deadline to complete the PTC 
installation is Dec. 31, 2018. 

Schumer said the MTA is vital to 
Putnam because so many residents use the 
train to go to work in lower Westchester 
County or New York City. He said even 

when human error strikes -- whether a 
train engineer falling asleep or becoming 
distracted -- PTC will slow and stop the 
train before something horrific happens. 

Schumer said the federal government 
provided the MTA $1 billion to pay for the 
new updates so money isn’t an issue. He 
accused MTA of not making it a priority.  

“PTC is not just technology,” Schumer 
said. “It’s a lifesaver.”

He warned if the MTA doesn’t meet its 
Dec. 31, 2018 deadline, action could be 
taken at the MTA. He called the Nov. 20 
press conference a “shot across their bow.”

“They have done about half of the job,” 
he said. “When it comes to safety, half is 
not enough.”

Philipstown Councilwoman Nancy 
Montgomery, who lost her husband Jim 
Lovell at the Spuyten Duyvil crash, said 
federal officials have passed legislation 
and funding to make trains safer, and now 
it’s the MTA’s job to implement “this really 
important technology that will save lives.”

Sheriff-elect Robert Langley said it’s 
“inexcusable” that the MTA has failed to 
implement PTC. 

“They’re telling all their passengers and 
the families of their passengers they don’t 
care,” Langley said. “The MTA needs to 
step up and care and implement the PTC 
now.”

The MTA, which is responsible for all 
trains going into New York City from 
Westchester and Putnam counties, said in 
a statement it expects to be in “compliance 
with all federal regulations.”

“In the meantime, the MTA has 
installed automatic speed enforcement 
at the Spuyten Duyvil curve and other 
curves throughout Metro-North and the 
Long Island Rail Road,” the MTA said in a 
statement, obtained by The Journal News. 

“Like PTC, this system automatically 
slows and potentially stops a train in the 
event that the engineer fails to do so.” 

United States Senator Chuck Schumer was in 
Putnam County last week.

Schumer Stops By Putnam County to Slam MTA
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“I thought we’ve done so much in 
Putnam County (against the drug 
crisis),” Odell said. “I made the decision 
that we should probably join in on the 
litigation piece with the pharmaceutical 
companies and see where it goes.”

Odell said she became aware of the 
possible legal move while reading The 
Wall Street Journal several months 
ago that reported a couple states were 
battling pharmaceutical companies for 
their part in the opioid scourge. She 
read that those legal battles resulted in 
money settlements and even changed 
drug companies’ practices. 

“I started to see that there was some 
value litigating these pharmaceutical 
companies,” Odell said. 

The goal of the lawsuit is to recuperate 
money the county spent as a result of 
prescription opioid abuse, including 
workplace costs connected to loss of 
productively, healthcare costs and 
criminal justice costs, according to a 
press release by the county. Part of the 
resolution voted on stated the county 

is seeking accountability from those 
companies that engaged in “fraudulent 
and negligent practices which caused 
immeasurable harm to Putnam County 
residents and taxpayers.”

Similar lawsuits have been brought 
forward across the country, with 
pharmaceutical companies denying 
wrongdoing.

“We are deeply troubled by the opioid 
crisis and we are dedicated to being part 
of the solution.... We vigorously deny 
these allegations and look forward to 
the opportunity to present our defense,” 
Purdue Pharma stated in a Texas 
Tribune article addressing a lawsuit a 
Texas county brought against them.

The Cardinal Health CEO called the 
blame his company is facing connected 
to the drug crisis “profoundly 
disappointing.” 

“It has become abundantly clear that 
addressing this genuine drug abuse 
crisis by trying to find someone to blame 
only takes us further away from solving 
the issue,” CEO George Barrett said, 
according to an article in the Columbus 
Business First. “A resolution can only be 

found through an honest collaboration. 
Cardinal Health is committed to engage 
fully, and I’m personally prepared to use 
as much of my time in the days ahead to 
be part of the solution.”

During the special full meeting, 
Legislator Barbara Scuccimarra said she 
was pleased to move forward with the 
lawsuit, citing several other New York 
counties have taken a similar action 
including Nassau, Suffolk, Orange 
Dutchess, Rockland, Sullivan, Erie, 
Ulster, and Broome. She said the point 
of the lawsuit is to send a message to the 
drug companies that it’s time to change 
the way they do business. 

Legislature Chairwoman Ginny 
Nacerino agreed, arguing the county 
wasn’t pursuing this path for money. 

“It is important to stop what’s been 
going on for so many years,” Nacerino 
said. “And what has caused harm to so 
many people.”

Legislator Bill Gouldman said it was 
important to address this major crisis. 
He noted inner cities dealt with drug 
addiction many years ago, but the last 
several years it’s extended to the suburbs 

and small towns. Legislator Paul Jonke 
said the drug epidemic needs to be 
tackled and this is a good step toward 
that. 

Legislator Neal Sullivan said drug 
companies would only get a wake up 
call when they are hit financially. 

“We’re taking a bold step as a 
legislature,” Sullivan said. 

Resident Lynne Eckardt, a 
councilwoman from Southeast, asked 
where the money would go if the county 
settled the lawsuit or won the litigation. 

While Nacerino said there wasn’t 
a firm idea how any possible money 
would be expended, she thinks it would 
likely go toward organizations and 
efforts to curb drug abuse rather than 
money for the county to hold onto. 

Odell said if the county is awarded 
money, she would strongly suggest 
that the money be returned to the 
organizations that help drug addicts 
and their families. 

“We’ve had this one army on the war 
on addiction and this is just another 
effort we’re making to do what we can 
to stop this epidemic,” Odell said.

brigadier general, has served for 16 
years. 

Overall, Corrigan has 34 years of 
law enforcement experience. He has 
worked for the Village of Cold Spring 
Police Department and most recently 
the Town of New Fairfield, Ct. police 
force. He also worked for the New York 
City Department of Environmental 
Protection Police. He is a 1995 graduate 
of the 183rd session of the FBI National 
Academy in Quantico, Virginia and one 
of the 28 past and present members of 
the sheriff ’s department to be a graduate. 

Currently, the undersheriff is Paul 
Boscia, a main stay in the sheriff ’s 
department who is expected to retire 
once Smith leaves office. He came out 

of retirement to fill the position after 
longtime undersheriff Peter Convery 
died in 2016.

Corrigan said he was “honored 
and flattered” Langley selected him 
to be undersheriff. The two former 
investigators became familiar with 
each other when they were both in the 
sheriff ’s department, dating back to the 
1990s. Corrigan said he’s always known 
Langley to be “an honest, straight 
shooter.” 

Corrigan said he retired from the 
sheriff ’s office in 2006. 

Corrigan said he shares Langley’s 
vision of placing integrity in the 
sheriff ’s office, stressing that wasn’t just 
a campaign slogan, but a promise to 
county residents. 

“We want the people of Putnam 

County to know they’re going to get 
a fair shake, an honest shake when 
they have to deal with a deputy or an 
investigator or anything,” Corrigan said.

Corrigan was critical of Sheriff Smith 
during the campaign, writing letters to 
the editor in various newspapers that 
accused Smith of inappropriate use of 
his office. He said Smith “tarnished” the 
reputation of the Putnam sheriff ’s office. 

Smith faced blowback after he 
admitted he provided the public 
untruths about former district attorney 
Adam Levy in 2013 pertaining to a past 
rape investigation. Levy sued Smith the 
same year for defamation and the county 
settled this past June with taxpayers 
funding a $125,000 payout. Smith also 
chipped in $25,000. 

Corrigan said he and Langley would 

lead by example for the rest of the sheriff 
department’s personnel. He stressed, “I 
have no tolerance for corruption.”  

“We’re certainly not going to use the 
office of sheriff for vindictive, retaliatory 
purposes,” Corrigan said. “Honesty and 
integrity is returning to the sheriff ’s 
office.”   

Langley, in a press release, had high 
praise for Corrigan, describing him as a 
thorough, meticulous law enforcement 
officer. 

“Mike’s priority has always been to 
serve the community,” Langley stated. 
“He commands respect among rank 
and file, and will bring excellence to our 
officer training programs. Like me, Mike 
will hold our deputies to a high standard 
of performance, and with me he will 
return integrity to the department.”

continued from page 1

continued from page 1

2 Clark Place, Mahopac 845-628-0300

A Wonderland of Gifts!
We Carry Local Artisan Gifts, 
Balloons, Candles, Jewelry, 

Picture Frames, 
Shawls, Gloves, Scarfs, 

Soaps & More!

Don’t Miss 
This Special 

Event!

Shop Till You Drop!
Thursday, 

November 30, 2017
We will close when you go home

(or by 10pm)
Raffl es, Coupon Give Away, 

Wine, Food and More!

County Brings Legal Action Against Drug Companies

Incoming Putnam Top Cop Selects Undersheriff
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 IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR 
UNITEDHEALTHCARE MEDICARE 

ADVANTAGE MEMBERS
 
 
 
 

If you would like to continue to receive coverage for the highest quality 
care you have come to expect from these hospitals and providers, you 

may need to change your plan. General questions can be directed to 
Montefiore at 1-855-226-3071. Call 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227) 

or go online to www.medicare.gov/find-a-plan to find options before open 
enrollment ends on December 7.

YOU MAY NEED TO CHANGE YOUR PLAN

As of January 1, 2018, Montefiore Health System hospitals and providers will be considered 
out-of-network for patients with a UnitedHealthcare Medicare Advantage health plan—also 

known as MedicareComplete or AARP MedicareComplete.*

This includes the following hospitals and providers:
•  Montefiore Medical Center
•  Montefiore New Rochelle
•  Montefiore Mount Vernon

•  Nyack Hospital and Highland Medical P.C.
•  White Plains Hospital and White Plains 

   Hospital Physician Associates

We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause. Our patients are very important 
to us, and your healthcare is our highest priority.

 *If your UnitedHealthcare Medicare Advantage plan offers out-of-network benefits, you may continue to receive coverage 
for care provided by these hospitals and providers. In addition, we are working with UnitedHealthcare in an effort to keep 

UnitedHealthcare Institutional Special Needs Plans (I-SNPs) and Dual Complete (DSNP) Medicare Advantage plans in-network. 
Please confirm the details by calling the number on the back of your Medicare Advantage ID card. 
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Medicare&More

If you want help understanding your 2018  
Medicare options, you’ll love chatting with us. 

Talk to us at a FREE meeting to learn how  
you can get more out of your Medicare  
in one convenient plan.
 • Original Medicare Benefits
 • Prescription Drug Coverage
 • Dental and Vision
 • And more

Call today and reserve your seat at a Medicare meeting.  
Bring a friend. Walk-ins welcome.
1-844-879-4369 (TTY users call 711),  
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. in your local time zone Monday – Friday. 

POUGHKEEPSIE
Poughkeepsie Hampton Inn & Suites
2361 South Road
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
11/30
12/4, 12/5

MT KISCO 
Holiday Inn
One Holiday Inn Drive
Mt Kisco, NY 10549
11/30
12/4, 12/5

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS
Elks Lodge
590 Waverly Road
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
11/30
12/4, 12/5

FISHKILL
Ramada Fishkill
542 Route 9
Fishkill, NY 12524
11/30
12/4, 12/5

CARMEL
Nelson’s Tavern at Centennial Golf Club
185 John Simpson Road
Carmel, NY 10512
11/30
12/4, 12/5

All meetings are from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  

4 out of 5 Stars Rated  
by Medicare 2018

Today’s Options® PPO is a Medicare Advantage plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in Today’s Options® PPO depends on contract renewal. Your call may be  
answered by a licensed agent. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more information. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions 
may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or copayments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year. A sales person will be present with information and applications. 
For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings call 1-866-422-1967 (TTY users call 711). Medicare evaluates plans based on a 5-Star rating  
system. Star Ratings are calculated each year and may change from one year to the next. You may enroll in the plan only during specific times of the year unless 
you qualify for a Special Election Period (SEP) or Initial Coverage Election Period (ICEP). Today’s Options® PPO complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and 
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. ATTENTION: If you speak a language other than English, language assistance 
services, free of charge, are available to you. Call 1-888-736-7442 (TTY: 711). Spanish: ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de 
asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1-888-736-7442 (TTY: 711). Chinese: 注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助服務。請致電 
1-888-736-7442 (TTY: 711)。
Y0067_GR_AD_CB_0617 CMS Accepted 06/21/2017
©WellCare 2017
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By David Propper
For more than 60 years, Heidi’s Inn 

has been a familiar sight along Route 
22 in Brewster. But a closer inspection 
reveals the longtime inn is undergoing 
a transformation to modernize its 
property. 

Cars that whiz by Heidi’s don’t know 
everything Heid’s has to offer, including 
four different buildings for people 
to stay and two that are well off the 
road that give off the feel of a country 
inn. Owner Sean Diggin, along with 
a dedicated work force, is looking to 
change the perception of Heidi’s.

Stella Koret, the marketing director 
for Heidi’s, said many rooms at the inn 
are renovated. Roughly one-third of 
the rooms have had its rugs ripped out 
and new wooden, laminated floors have 
been put in for a cleaner look. Rooms 
have also gotten paint jobs, green plants, 
new bedding and upgraded bathrooms. 

The pool has also been changed to 
salt water and the shuttle service is now 
available.

People that stay at Heidi’s come from 
every walk of life. Music performers 
that play in the area, horse riders that 
use local farms, city folks driving up 
north, and family members that need a 

place to sleep when they visit relatives 
for holidays all stay at Heidi’s. 

“We have more of that country inn 
feeling without the high price of it,” 
Koret said.

The inn was built in 1957 by the Von 
Heidi family, hence the name Heidi’s. 
The inn is a Brewster Chamber of 
Commerce member. 

Diggin’s parents -- his father an Irish 
immigrant and his mother a Finish 

Immigrant -- bought Heidi’s back in 
1985. Five years ago, Diggin took over 
the family business when his middle 
brother, who had handled a lot of the 
business with their mother, died. Diggin 
was working in information technology, 
which he described as “pretty boring.”

“If you like meeting and talking to 
people as much as I do it’s perfect,” 
Diggin said.  

Diggin knows the inn is becoming 

more successful and he owes a lot of that 
to the great staff that he has. He said 
everyone that works at Heidi’s seems to 
“love the place.” 

“And my mission is to get up to 
modern standards and it’s really a great 
place that can be so much more,” Diggin 
said. “It has a lot to offer.”

Heidi’s Inn is located at 1270 Route 22 
in Brewster and its phone number is 845-
279-8011.

Heidi’s Inn 
Brewster

Business 

of the Week

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Some of  Heidi’s staff, including marketing director Stella koret (left), front desk 
manager Jennifer Summa, and inn mascot Charlie in front of  Heidi’s unique and 
massive fireplace.

PROVIDED PHOTO
One of  the renovated rooms.
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With the absentee votes now counted, 
the final tally shows that of 2,967 ballots 
cast, Bill Gouldman received 1,440 (53 
percent) and Anthony Williams received 
1,253 (46 percent). Mr. Gouldman’s 
surprising response to these numbers was 
to indicate that “the voters spoke, and 
spoke loudly” in support of him. Really? If 
I held a position working for 100 people, 
and 46 of them wanted me removed, I’d 
be mortified.

Mr. Gouldman claims his 53 percent 
is a mandate, and wrote that “there was 
a clear choice between two different 
directions and you have chosen the one 
that will keep us moving forward.” That 
too seems odd, as Mr. Williams’ almost 
singular message was that there should be 
communication with the constituents and 
a more transparent and open government. 
So what exactly was Mr. Gouldman 
claiming was his direction?

Bill, please reconsider what the message 
of this election really was. You represent 
us – not the other eight county legislators 
or the county executive. We want you to 
be our ears; tell us what you hear discussed 
in County Government. We want you to 
be our eyes; tell us what you see going on 
in county government. And we want you 
to be our voice; give us information, seek 
our input and counsel, and then represent 
us to our county government. You don’t 

have to do this alone. We’ll work with you. 
Don’t forget us. 

Michael S. Bennett 
Putnam Valley

Editor’s note: Bennett is the chairman of 
the Putnam Valley Democratic Committee. 

Now that the holiday season is upon 
us, many people think a puppy would 
make a good gift.  What most forget is 
that puppies require a lot of time, energy, 
money, and many pet store puppies come 
from sick and neglected puppy mills.

Nearly 8 million companion animals 
enter U.S. shelters each year, half of 
which are sadly killed. This is a staggering 
number of innocent lives lost, with 
millions more spending many years, if not 
their entire lives in a small cage hoping to 
be adopted.

Instead of buying an expensive and 
high maintenance puppy as a gift, visit 
your local animal shelter in order to find 
one.  These loving dogs have already 
been spayed/neutered, are up-to-date on 
vaccinations, and microchipped.

We are fortunate in Westchester and 
Putnam counties to have terrific animal 
shelters.  One of which is the Putnam 
Humane Society in Carmel. The most 
intelligent, friendly, and loving dogs I 
have ever met were adopted. Shelter pets 
want nothing more than to be in a loving 
home, where they will be a terrific new 
family member.  

So instead of buying a puppy this 
holiday season, please share your love and 
home with a dog who desperately needs 
it. Visit your local shelter, volunteer to 
walk a dog, and always choose to adopt. 

Steve Reid 
Somers 
Reid is a professional dog trainer

The Putnam County Sheriff Office, 
led by Sheriff Don Smith, reports that 
the Sheriff ’s Office is offering training 
to citizens in how to respond to active 
shooter incidents.  The training uses a 
nationally devised instruction model 
called Citizen Response to Active Shooter 
Events, or “CRASE”.   

CRASE is being offered as an extension 
of an already existing initiative in the 
County called Operation Safe Putnam, a 
program designed to empower citizens 
with strategies for deterring violent 
crimes.  The new training course is 
available to anyone who lives, works or 
worships in Putnam County.

In recent months, several widely 
publicized mass shooting incidents have 

occurred in communities throughout 
the country, serving as the latest grim 
reminders that no community—large 
or small, urban or rural—is immune to 
violence. Those incidents have prompted 
local schools, businesses and civic 
organizations to assess, or reassess, their 
level of preparedness in guarding against 
such attacks.  

In Putnam, as elsewhere, citizens 
are turning to law enforcement for 
information and guidance in this 
area.  In response, the Putnam County 
Sheriff ’s Office has brought CRASE to the 
County.  Several members of the office 
recently earned certifications as CRASE 
instructors, enabling them to provide the 
nationally-recognized training to local 

residents.  
The CRASE training course is based 

upon the strategies of “Avoid, Deny and 
Defend”   and provides trainees with a 
proven plan for surviving active shooter 
events. Training topics include a review 
of the history and prevalence of active 
shooter events, recommended civilian 
response options, medical issues and 
guidance for conducting preparedness 
drills.

The CRASE curriculum was developed 
in 2004 by Advanced Law Enforcement 
Rapid Response Training (ALERRT) in 
partnership with Texas State University 
(TSU). In 2013, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation selected the TSU program 
to serve as a national model and the 

ALERRT curriculum was designated as 
the National Standard in Active Shooter 
Response Training.    

Federal grant funding by the United 
States Bureau of Justice Assistance has 
enabled the Sheriff ’s Office to offer the 
much sought-after CRASE training free 
of charge. The training can be customized 
to meet the needs of any organization, 
including office buildings, retail stores, 
medical facilities, manufacturing sites and 
places of worship. Instructors are available 
any day of the week, excluding holidays.

For more information about CRASE, 
or to schedule an on-site consultation and 
safety assessment, interested persons may 
send an email to crase@putnamcountyny.
gov or call (845) 808-4325. 

I voted against renaming the Tappan 
Zee Bridge earlier this year and I remain 
opposed to it today. In typical Albany 
fashion, the name change was sneaked 
into an omnibus bill in the middle of 
the night while the rest of the state was 
fast asleep during what’s referred to as 
an “extraordinary” session of the state 
legislature.

Not only does this abrupt change in 
name dishonor the legacy of Governor 

Wilson; it also ignores, as my predecessor 
Will Stephens noted, “the historical 
significance of the indigenous tribe and 
early Dutch inhabitants” by removing the 
Tappan Zee name entirely.

The outpouring of opposition to this 
name change has made it clear that the 
public disagrees with this hasty decision.  
An online petition has already garnered 
90,000-plus signatures demanding the 
bridge be renamed to reflect its previous 

historical name. The people voicing 
their opposition to the “Mario Cuomo” 
bridge name are not extremists as our 
present Governor suggests. These are 
everyday people who have commuted or 
traveled over the Tappan Zee Bridge for 
decades. This is not intended as a slight 
on the Governor or his family, but rather 
an attempt to preserve our history. Let 
us name something else after Governor 
Mario Cuomo, but leave the Tappan Zee 

Bridge name alone.
I refuse to ignore this outcry by our 

fellow New Yorkers, and am pleased to 
announce I will be working with my 
colleagues in the legislature to introduce 
new legislation that would restore the 
bridge’s original name.

Respectfully,
Kevin M. Byrne
Member of Assembly
New York’s 94th Assembly District

Letters to the Editor
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Across
1. Country club figure
4. Put to work
7. Fond du ___, Wis.
8. Humbled
11. Phone company, for short
12. Defenseless
13. Greatly impressed by famous people 
or Mohegan Lake dance studio
15. Threatening
16. Temperature meas.
17. Support grp. for the troops
20. Schedule
25. Extinguishes
27. A place to feel better in Yorktown but 
not for you and I, Heights Hospital for 
______
28. Sounds of hesitation
29. Sum component
30. Singer Zadora
31. Burro
32. Farm structure

Down
1. Proto___
2. Squealed
3. 89 or 91, maybe
4. Letters at Camp Lejeune
5. Look for
6. Roush of baseball fame

8. Opposed to
9. Owl’s hangout
10. Member of the mustard family
12. California University
14. Joplin specialty
18. Tummy toners
19. Like some wonders
21. One-named supermodel
22. Gentle
23. U.S.C.G. rank
24. English exam finale, often
25. Ultimate goals
26. Covers
27. Auto insurer with roadside service

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 15

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

The Putnam   
Humane Society 

Slim is a great boy  
who is a volunteer & 

staff favorite!  

Pet 
Of 

The 
Week 

December is Cold and Dank
Call Sclafani

We’ll “Top” Off Your Tank!
Generators, Complete High Effi ciency 

Heating & Cooling Systems & more! 
Licensed, insured and bonded! Quality guaranteed!

845 628-1330
sclafanienergy.com

Gift 
Certifi cates 

Available

*Savings amounts are based on information from The Hartford’s AARP Auto Insurance Auto Insurance Program customer 
who became new auto insurance policyholders between 7/1/13 and 6/30/14 through the traditional AARP Auto Insurance 
Program and provided data regarding their savings. Authorized agents can also provide coverage under this Program. Your 
savings may vary.The AARP Automobile & Homeowners Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford 
Fire Insurance Company and its af liates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford CT 06155. CA license number 5152. In Washington, 
the Auto Program is underwritten by Trumbull Insurance Company. The Home Program is underwritten by Hartford Under-
writers Insurance Company. AARP does not employ or endorse agents or brokers. AARP and its af liates are not insurers. 
Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the 
general purposes of AARP. AARP membership is required for Program eligibility in most states. Applicants are individually 
underwritten and some may not qualify. Speci c features, credits, and discounts may vary and may not be available in all 
states in accordance with state  lings and applicable law. You have the option of purchasing a policy directly from The 
Hartford. Your price, however, could vary, and you will not have the advice, counsel or services of your independent agent.

ARE YOU A SAFE DRIVER?  
A RESPONSIBLE HOMEOWNER?

Let our agency tell you about the AARP® Auto & 
Homeowners Insurance Program from The Hartford. 
As your local Hartford independent agency, we can show  
you all the advantages, including:

•	 Average	savings	of	$404*	for	drivers	who	switch.
•	 “Bundling”	discounts	for	insuring	your	home	and	cars.
•	 Friendly	service	from	our	local	office.

Get your FREE no-obligation quote today!

*Savings amounts are based on information from The Hartford’s AARP Auto Insurance Auto Insurance Program customer who became new auto insurance policyholders between 7/1/13 and 6/30/14 through the traditional 
AARP Auto Insurance Program and provided data regarding their savings.  Authorized agents can also provide coverage under this Program.  Your savings may vary.

The AARP Automobile & Homeowners Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford CT 06155. CA license number 5152. In 
Washington, the Auto Program is underwritten by Trumbull Insurance Company. The Home Program is underwritten by Hartford Underwriters Insurance Company. AARP does not employ or endorse agents or brokers.  AARP 
and its affiliates are not insurers.  Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP. AARP membership is required for 
Program eligibility in most states. Applicants are individually underwritten and some may not qualify. Specific features, credits, and discounts may vary and may not be available in all states in accordance with state filings 
and applicable law. You have the option of purchasing a policy directly from The Hartford.  Your price, however, could vary, and you will not have the advice, counsel or services of your independent agent.P
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AARP Auto Insurance Program and provided data regarding their savings.  Authorized agents can also provide coverage under this Program.  Your savings may vary.

The AARP Automobile & Homeowners Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford CT 06155. CA license number 5152. In 
Washington, the Auto Program is underwritten by Trumbull Insurance Company. The Home Program is underwritten by Hartford Underwriters Insurance Company. AARP does not employ or endorse agents or brokers.  AARP 
and its affiliates are not insurers.  Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP. AARP membership is required for 
Program eligibility in most states. Applicants are individually underwritten and some may not qualify. Specific features, credits, and discounts may vary and may not be available in all states in accordance with state filings 
and applicable law. You have the option of purchasing a policy directly from The Hartford.  Your price, however, could vary, and you will not have the advice, counsel or services of your independent agent.P
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ARE YOU A SAFE DRIVER?  
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Let our agency tell you about the AARP® Auto & 
Homeowners Insurance Program from The Hartford. 
As your local Hartford independent agency, we can show  
you all the advantages, including:

•	 Average	savings	of	$404*	for	drivers	who	switch.
•	 “Bundling”	discounts	for	insuring	your	home	and	cars.
•	 Friendly	service	from	our	local	office.

Get your FREE no-obligation quote today!

*Savings amounts are based on information from The Hartford’s AARP Auto Insurance Auto Insurance Program customer who became new auto insurance policyholders between 7/1/13 and 6/30/14 through the traditional 
AARP Auto Insurance Program and provided data regarding their savings.  Authorized agents can also provide coverage under this Program.  Your savings may vary.

The AARP Automobile & Homeowners Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford CT 06155. CA license number 5152. In 
Washington, the Auto Program is underwritten by Trumbull Insurance Company. The Home Program is underwritten by Hartford Underwriters Insurance Company. AARP does not employ or endorse agents or brokers.  AARP 
and its affiliates are not insurers.  Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP. AARP membership is required for 
Program eligibility in most states. Applicants are individually underwritten and some may not qualify. Specific features, credits, and discounts may vary and may not be available in all states in accordance with state filings 
and applicable law. You have the option of purchasing a policy directly from The Hartford.  Your price, however, could vary, and you will not have the advice, counsel or services of your independent agent.P
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ARE YOU A SAFE DRIVER?  
A RESPONSIBLE HOMEOWNER?

Let our agency tell you about the AARP® Auto & 
Homeowners Insurance Program from The Hartford. 
As your local Hartford independent agency, we can show  
you all the advantages, including:

•	 Average	savings	of	$404*	for	drivers	who	switch.
•	 “Bundling”	discounts	for	insuring	your	home	and	cars.
•	 Friendly	service	from	our	local	office.

Get your FREE no-obligation quote today!

*Savings amounts are based on information from The Hartford’s AARP Auto Insurance Auto Insurance Program customer who became new auto insurance policyholders between 7/1/13 and 6/30/14 through the traditional 
AARP Auto Insurance Program and provided data regarding their savings.  Authorized agents can also provide coverage under this Program.  Your savings may vary.

The AARP Automobile & Homeowners Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford CT 06155. CA license number 5152. In 
Washington, the Auto Program is underwritten by Trumbull Insurance Company. The Home Program is underwritten by Hartford Underwriters Insurance Company. AARP does not employ or endorse agents or brokers.  AARP 
and its affiliates are not insurers.  Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP. AARP membership is required for 
Program eligibility in most states. Applicants are individually underwritten and some may not qualify. Specific features, credits, and discounts may vary and may not be available in all states in accordance with state filings 
and applicable law. You have the option of purchasing a policy directly from The Hartford.  Your price, however, could vary, and you will not have the advice, counsel or services of your independent agent.P
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Theresa A. Napolitano
Theresa A. (Chirasello) Napolitano, 

born and raised in Brewster, died 
peacefully on November 17 at the age of 
81 at Sapphire Nursing Home Wappingers 
Falls New York.  She was born May 8, 1936 
to Carlo (Carl) Chirasello and Antoinette 
(Nettie) LaGalla.  She was predeceased by 
her parents and by her brother Anthony 
(Tony) Chirasello.  Theresa was employed 
at Guideposts in Carmel until her 
retirement.  After a few years, she went 
back to work part-time at The Eagle Eye 
Thrift shop in Brewster. She also belonged 
to The Red Hat Society, Inc. and enjoyed 
meeting with her friends for luncheons.  
Theresa was also a member of the Lake 
Carmel Ladies auxiliary for a short while. 
She was a communicant of St. James 
the Apostle Church while she lived in 
Carmel. Theresa was the beloved mother 
of Diane Napolitano, Sandi Savarese 
and Greg Napolitano (Christine).  She 
leaves five grandchildren, nine great-
grandchildren and many nieces and 
nephews to remember her.  All of her life, 
Theresa’s role was “the dishwasher” of 
multiple pots, pans and bowls during all 
of the holiday meal celebrations.

Mary Dean Langord
Mary Dean Langord died peacefully 

on November 17 with her family by her 
side. She was born on August 27, 1929 in 

Lanett, Alabama, to Joseph M. Hargett 
and Emma Kate (Moore). She graduated 
from Lanett High School. Mary married 
Air Force Sergeant Donald P. Langord on 
June 5, 1951, and they divorced in August 
1971. After marrying, Ms. Langord 
traveled with the Air Force, settling in Ft. 
Walton Beach, Florida. She moved back 
to West Point, GA to care for her mother. 
In 1996 she moved to Montgomery, 
Alabama where she had her dream house 
built. She lived there until 2013 when she 
moved to Carmel to be near her family. 
Ms. Langord was a dedicated worker 
in the retail industry, finally retiring in 
her 70’s. She enjoyed reading, going on 
cruises, and visiting with friends and 
family. Ms. Langord got great joy from 
spending time with her grandchildren and 
great grandchildren, who affectionately 
referred to her as GG. She is survived by 
her twin sister Martha Holland, daughter 
Donyce DeRoberts (Phil),grandson Chris 
DeRoberts (Susan), granddaughter Kate 
Macaluso (Jeff), two great grandsons, 
Dean and Eli Macaluso, and many nieces 
and nephews. she is predeceased by her 
parents, brother Durwood Hargett, and 
son Craig Langord.

Coleen M. Kotzur
Coleen M. Kotzur, a longtime resident 

of Mahopac, died on Friday November 17, 
at the age of 65. She was born in Queens 

on December 19, 1951, the daughter of 
William Claffey and Winifred Hendricks. 
Coleen was the treasurer of the Port 
Chester School District for the past 15 
years. She retired on November 1 of this 
year. Coleen was a parishioner of St. 
John the Evangelist Church in Mahopac. 
She enjoyed traveling and cruising and 
had traveled all over the world. On June 
7, 1970 she married Jeffrey Kotzur at 
St. Fortunata Church in Brooklyn. In 
addition to her husband, she is survived 
by her sons, Jeffrey of Wappingers 
and Adam of Nanuet, her daughters, 
Alexandra of Mahopac and Rachel of 
White Plains, her sister and brother-
in-law, Clarise and Frank McGourty of 
Holbrook and her grandchildren Joseph 
and Aidan O’Connor.

Jerry C. Shortt
It is with honor and sadness that we 

report the peaceful passing of Jerry 
Christopher Shortt. Jerry was born in 
Brooklyn on Nov 20, 1948 to the late 
John H. Shortt and Ruth Irene (Loson) 
Shortt. He is survived by his loving wife 
Marguerite (White), their devoted sons 
and daughter-in-laws, Andrew and Tara 
Shortt and Brendan & Lauren Shortt, 
five beautiful grandchildren Amanda, 
Dylan, Ryan, Emma, and Harper Shortt, 
his brothers Jim and Joe Shortt, and their 
respective wives Ellen and Ann, and 
many nieces and nephews. His brother 
John predeceased him. Jerry grew up in 
St. Jeromes Parish, Brooklyn where he 
worked for Webber’s Candy/Soda Shop, 
Newkirk and Nostrand Aves, just as his 
brothers Joe and Jim did before him. At 
17 he joined the US Army, serving his 
country honorably in Vietnam from 
1967-1968. After his service Jerry and 
Marguerite met and married in August 
1971. They settled in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn. 

It was in Bay Ridge where Jerry would 
first join the VFW, an organization he 
would remain a member of for over 40 
years. Jerry was hired by the New York 
Telephone Company in the 1970’s and 
remained with them for 33 years before 
his retirement. He and his family moved 
to Putnam Lake in 1976 and have spent 
years since as a part of that wonderful 
community. After his retirement, Jerry 
joined the Red Hook Golf Club in Red 
Hook and enjoyed many wonderful 
friendships and seasons there.

Robert W. Donohue 
Robert W. “Bill” Donohue of Mahopac, 

died on Wednesday, November 22, 
at the age of 75. He was born in the 
Bronx on September 1, 1942, the son of 
Robert and Faye (Katz) Donohue. Bill 
graduated from Brooklyn Technical 
High School and earned his Bachelor’s 
Degree in Electrical Engineering from 
City College of NY. He began his career at 
Consolidated Edison as a Junior Designer 
in 1960, retiring as Senior Vice President 
of Electric Operations in 2003. Bill was 
a very active parishioner of St. John the 
Evangelist Church in Mahopac. As a 
Trustee of St. John’s, he served on the 
Church Council and as Chairman of the 
Finance Committee. He was instrumental 
in the creation of the Prayer Garden as 
well as an active volunteer at the Food 
Pantry. He also served as Chairmen of 
the Bob Torrey Golf Tournament at St. 
John’s. Additionally, Bill served on the 
Board of Trustees of the Ridgewood 
Savings Bank, Utilities Associates, Mercy 
First and the Summit School. On June 15, 
1963 he married Nancy E. Sonsire at St. 
Francis DeSales Church in Rockaway. In 
addition to Nancy, he is survived by his 
son Robert and wife Lisa of Harrison, NY, 
his daughters, Nancy Wyant of Jasper and 
Rosemary Tompkins of Wappingers Falls, 
his brother Barry and his wife Eleanor of 
Naples, FL, his nine grandchildren, Katie 
(Jared), Brian Sean, Meghan (Brandon), 
Lauren, Alison, Collin, Cassidy, Robert 
and Matthew and his great grandchildren 
Liam and Lane. He was predeceased by 
his brother Richard.

Obituaries
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By Salvatore Di Costanzo
Special Needs Trusts are an integral 

part of almost every estate plan, yet, most 
people do not realize this.  Typically, 
those who consult us on the applicability 
of Special Needs Trusts are either disabled 
or closely involved with a disabled child 
or other adult.  In these instances, the 
need for a Special Needs Trust might 
be obvious.  Less apparent, is the need 
for Special Needs Trusts in nearly every 
estate plan.  Consider that a beneficiary of 
your estate may become disabled at any 
time.  As discussed below, I use them in 
most of my estate planning documents to 
deal with unforeseen disabilities.  

The purpose of a Special Needs Trust 
is to provide a pool of assets that can 
be used to supplement, not replace, 
government benefits or assistance for 
which the disabled person may be entitled 
to receive.  The assets of the trust are 
commonly used for things like medical 
equipment, transportation, vacations and 
other recreational items, personal care 
and other types of expenditures that are 
not covered by government programs.  
There are two types of Special Needs 
Trusts: First Party and Third Party.  Let’s 
spend some time discussing both.

A First Party Special Needs Trust 
is a trust created with the assets of a 
disabled person who is under 65 years 
of age.  Often, this type of trust is used 
where a disabled person is already 
receiving government benefits such as 
SSI or Medicaid and receives assets, 

for instance, by inheritance.  If this 
trust is properly utilized, the disabled 
beneficiary’s government benefits will not 
be discontinued.  

Until recently, only a parent, 
grandparent or Court could establish a 
First Party Special Needs Trust for the 
benefit of a disabled beneficiary.  Earlier 
this year, the law changed, now allowing 
a disabled person, who has capacity, to 
establish a First Party Special Needs Trust 
on their own.  

Upon the death of the disabled person, 
a First Party Special Needs Trust must 
name the State as a remainder beneficiary 
for any benefits paid to the disabled 
individual during his lifetime.  This is 
called a “payback provision”.  If the trust 
does not include this provision, the assets 
of the trust will be considered available 
assets for the disabled individual, thereby 
discontinuing any government benefits.

A Third Party Special Needs Trust is a 
trust that can be created by any person, 
with that person’s assets, for the benefit of 
a disabled person.  Consider a parent who 
has a disabled child.  If assets are to be set 
aside for the disabled child, a properly 
drafted estate plan would include a Third 
Party Special Needs Trust for the benefit 
of the disabled child. 

Unlike a First Party Special Needs 
Trust, a Third Party Special Needs Trust 
does not have a “payback provision”, thus, 
you can name any individual or entity as 
beneficiary of the trust after the death of 
the disabled person.

I use Third Party Special Needs Trust 
in most of the estate planning documents 
I create for clients.  As I mentioned 
above, anyone can become disabled at 
any time.  For this reason, we provide 
in our documents that where assets 
are being left to a beneficiary who is 
disabled at the time of distribution, a 
Third Party Special Needs Trust shall 

trigger and be used to hold the disabled 
child’s inheritance, thereby preserving the 
disabled beneficiary’s inheritance where 
there is an unforeseen disability.  This is 
called a “trigger trust”.

Special Needs Trusts are complicated 
areas of elder law and special needs 
planning.  Please contact us to discuss 
their applicability.  We can be reached at 
914-925-1010 or by e-mail me at smd@
mfd-law.com to discuss your options.  
You can also visit our website at www.
plantodayfortomorrow.com.

Salvatore M. Di Costanzo is a partner 
with the firm of Maker, Fragale & Di 
Costanzo, LLP located in Rye, New York 
and Yorktown Heights, New York. Mr. Di 
Costanzo is an attorney and accountant 
whose main area of practice is elder 
law and special needs planning. He is a 
member of the National Academy of Elder 
Law Attorneys while also being a current 
member of the executive committee of the 
New York State Bar Association’s elder law 
and special needs planning section.  Mr. Di 
Costanzo is a frequent author and lecturer 
on current elder law and special needs 
topics. Since 2013, Mr. Di Costanzo has 
been selected each year by the rating service, 
Super Lawyers as a New York Metro leading 
elder law attorney.  He can be reached at 
(914) 925-1010 or via e-mail at smd@mfd-
law.com.  Visit his practice specific website 
at  www.plantodayfortomorrow.com.

By Raymond J. Passero
A common question posed is when 

should a person take social security. 
Under the new social security rules if 
you collect social security at 62-years-old 
you will get a reduction of 8 percent per 
annually (or 32 percent) as opposed to 
collecting at age 66 (full retirement age) 
and getting 100 percent. 

Hypothetically if you collect at 66-years-
old then your monthly payment could be 
around $2,400.  If you collect at 62-years-
old, your monthly payment could be 
reduced from $ 2,400 to around $1,600 
per month (a reduction of 32 percent.) So 
in essence you are losing $800 per month 
for the rest of your life.
Dilemma

If you wait to collect until 66-years-old 
and you die before turning age 66 then you 

would have collected nothing from Social 
Security and all the money you paid into 
Social Security is lost. If you collect Social 
Security at age 62 it would take to about 
78-years-old to break even caused by the 
reduction of $800 per month.
Solution

Collect Social Security at 62-years-
old and buy an annuity to make up for 
the difference lost by the reduction. For 
example if you invest $ 175,000 into an 
annuity at 5.5 percent (guaranteed) you 
would get around $800 per month for life.  
It’s a win-win situation. 

If you or anyone you know might be 
interested feel free to contact me: Raymond 
J Passero CPA Offices in Mahopac and 
Tarrytown 914-837-8642. Insurance 
licensed in New York and New Jersey and 
CPA licensed in New York State.

Law Book: Special Needs Trusts Are Integral

When Should You 
Take Social Security

Salvatore Di Costanzo

A Message 
of Thanks 

Thank you, Putnam County, 
for putting your trust in me 

and electing me Sheriff.

 I thank those who voted for me, and I am eager to earn 
the support of those who did not. I pledge to work 

hard for everyone in Putnam – to serve with integrity 
and accountability to the public.

I am grateful to all those who worked so hard to see 
me elected – canvassers, callers, hosts of forums and 

house events, my campaign team and donors. Everyone 
gave their all. I am proud of the team we built and the 

good work we did. We won this race together.

To the men and women of the Sheriff’s Department – 
I am eager to work alongside you and serve the public with 
you. In the coming weeks, I will be planning my transition 
into office and considering appointments that I believe 

will best serve our communities and our team.

Let’s get to work Putnam. 
Let’s return integrity to the Office of Sheriff, together.
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Just recently when I referred 
to the Collyer brothers with a 
young couple, I was surprised 
to find that they were unaware 
of the reference. 

For anyone else who hasn’t 
heard of that famous name 
associated with hoarding in 
the home, it was an historic 
case dating to 1947 involving 
the deaths of two eccentric 
brothers who lost their lives as 
the result of hoarding in their 
mansion at Fifth Avenue and 
128th Street in Manhattan.

The obsessive duo had 
collected and hoarded 
books, furniture, musical 
instruments and myriad 
other items, with booby traps set up 
in corridors and doorways to ensnare 
intruders. Ultimately, those booby traps 
contributed to their own demise. When 
their home was emptied after their 
deaths, more than 140 tons of items 
were removed.

It has been many years since I 
encountered a genuine case of hoarding. 
Early in my real estate career, I 
encountered what had to be one of the 
most severe cases in Westchester. It 
was truly bizarre, where the collected 
junk extended beyond the house into 
the front and back yards, which had 

been encircled with chain-
link fencing. There was just 
a very narrow path through 
the front yard leading to the 
front door and, once the door 
was pushed open, a visitor 
could only stand and look 
beyond the accumulated 
piles of junk into the rooms. 
There were also cats and dogs 
in the house, which were not 
properly tended to, so the 
smell was unbearable.  

To my amazement, the 
house, which was priced well 
below market value, sold 
quickly and a brave soul, a 
contractor, tackled the job 
and turned the disaster into a 

winning starter home. It was put on the 
market for rental, and I knew the family 
that lived there quite happily as its first 
residents.

It may seem an extreme statement 
to say that lives can be lost through 
hoarding, but indeed it happened not 
long ago in my hometown. A fire broke 
out in a house and firefighters were 
unable to access a bedroom because 
the hallway was blocked with hoarded 
belongings. The homeowner perished.

I raise this topic because of an ad I 
from Bill Pope of Spotless Cleaning, 
whom I had once hired for carpet 

cleaning. In the ad, he noted that he 
had added de-cluttering, including from 
hoarding, to his mix of services. 

“In the past few years, I’ve seen maybe 
10 cases of extreme hoarding in this 
area,” Pope said, “but more and more, 
we have customers coming to us, asking 
for help in de-cluttering and organizing. 
One of our people, my wife actually, 
visits clients on a regular basis to help 
them cope with organizing things and 
letting go.”

And therein lies the difference, 
according to psychologists, between 
hoarders and those who clutter. 
Hoarders can’t let go of things, but those 
who clutter can let go if they set up a 
routine.

The Popes seem to be experts on 
organization. Their website, www.
spotlesscleaningsystems.com, contains 
information on organizing the home. 
The first advisory is to start with a small 
success, adjusting the big (cluttered) 
picture downward to focus on one small, 
solvable problem like clearing a single 
drawer or de-cluttering a shelf that has 
been nagging at you.

One small success can bring 
motivation for the long haul.

Interestingly, Pope relates clutter 
tolerance to a fever cycle, much like the 
flu. Sometimes the cluttered household 
will become intolerable, prompting a 

fiery but ultimately short-lived anti-
cluttering effort.

“Just as clutter arises gradually, over 
time, it must be fought gradually and 
over time,” he said. “It requires building 
new habits, applying new organizational 
methods and creating new household 
routines.  The clutter cure takes time and 
can’t be shortened.

“It’s like the fable of the tortoise and 
the hare,” Pope continued, “slow and 
steady wins the de-clutter race.”

I am so happy that I can pass on this 
information about support for those 
who have a problem. I remember many 
years ago when I first started writing this 
column, I received an anonymous call 
from a woman who sounded desperate, 
saying she was aware that she needed 
help in this area. At the time, there was 
scant information I could give her for 
consultation.

For those who may be having issues 
with clutter or hoarding, give Spotless 
Cleaning Systems a call for a consultation 
at 914-225-6449.

While Bill Primavera, The Home Guru, 
enjoys a career as a writer and publicist, 
he is a Realtor® with William Raveis Real 
Estate, specializing in upper Westchester 
and Putnam Counties.  To engage the 
services of The Home Guru to market 
your home for sale, call 914-522-2076.

The Collyer Brothers and Cluttering Vs. Hoarding

In the last few 
years, a glass of 
wine being sipped 
in movie scenes has 
become as common 
as a cigarette 
dangling from an 
actor’s lips in films 
over a good part 
of the last century. 
Just as this is art 

imitating life, so too have movie themes 
been taking center stage. 

Last week I presented a number of 
movies that are wine-based. My wife 
and I enjoy pizza and wine on most 
Friday nights. I suggested pairing this 
combination with a wine-themed movie. 
I received several comments on my 
suggestions. Mention was made of a few 
movies I had omitted from the column. I 
also received a criticism that 10 of the 13 
titles presented were documentaries, not 
movies. 

Reflecting on that comment, I decided 
to reprise last week’s column with a movie-
centric theme. I went back to my working 
list of movies and documentaries, seeking 
movies to feature this week. That’s when 
I realized that my previous omission was 
inadvertently deliberate. Why? There are a 
number of mediocre wine-themed movies 
that I feel are not worthy of mention. An 
isolated scene featuring wine does not 

make for a wine-themed 
movie. Regardless of how 
infamous each may have 
been. 

Nevertheless, in the 
spirit of recognizing each 
person’s right to their 
opinion on good or bad 
movies, I provide a list of movies that 
didn’t make the cut last week.  

The Secret of Santa Vittoria (1969). An 
emotional villager (Anthony Quinn) and 
his fellow citizens hide their secret from 
the Germans at the end of World War II: 
one million bottles of locally produced 
wine, upon which the town is financially 
dependent. This is a feel-good movie that 
portrays the plight of many Italian and 
French wine-producing towns during the 
war.

French Kiss (1995). 
A rom-com pairing Kevin Kline and 

Meg Ryan on a collision course to falling 
in love. And quite a soliloquy by Meg on 
the concept of terroir – in the vineyards 
and in life. 

A Walk in the Clouds (1995). 
What a way to return from World 

War II. Keanu Reeves meets an unwed 
pregnant girl and agrees to play a hoax 
on her family, posing as her husband. 
They then spend the rest of the movie 

immersed in subterfuge 
and lies while tending 
the beautifully filmed 
vineyard life of her parents. 
Not one of Keanu’s best 
works, but the nostalgic 
grape-stomping scene and 
(spoiler alert) the burning 

vineyards warrant a Friday night viewing 
(with a finger strategically positioned on 
the fast-forward button of the remote).

Under the Tuscan Sun (2003). 
Not every mention of the word 

Tuscany conjures visions of sun-drenched 
vineyards – and certainly not this forced, 
farcical love story.

The Silence of the Lambs (1991). 
Never before, or since, has the name 

of Chianti been taken in vain. Do not 
mention the movie’s infamous pairing in 
mixed company.

The Kids Are All Right (2010). 
Bold product placements of California 

wines are embedded in this 21st century 
family celebration. The frequent shots of 
wine bottle labels deserve a supporting 
actor nomination. 

Most James Bond Movies. 
By someone’s anonymous count, the 

double agent has consumed more than 

just his legendary martinis. Champagne 
comes in a close second at 12 bottles of 
Bollinger and eight of Dom Pérignon. 
Now that’s impressive product placement.

A Good Year (2006). 
A tale of the confluence of the high 

finance business world (London) and the 
allure of making wine (Provence). The 
allure of Russell Crowe and Ridley Scott 
are quite evident.

Days of Wine and Roses (1962). 
What? No wine theme? Deceptive 

advertising, I say. Also, a gripping tale 
of the dire consequences of having one 
drink too many over too many days.

With this additional compendium in 
hand, a binge-watching weekend may be 
in order. But be careful to avoid binge-
drinking that favorite bottle of wine.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

Further Thoughts on Friday Night at the Movies

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
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Tuesday, November 28 
Joan Lloyd returns to the Kent Public 

Library. 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Earring 
making workshop - perfect timing for 
the holiday season.  Joan will teach 
you how to make your own one-of-a-
kind beaded earrings. Make one pair 
of earrings for yourself and one to be 
contributed to a battered women’s shelter.   
All the materials are supplied.  Bring your 
creativity!  Program is for ages 10 & up! 
Registration is required. You may register 
for the program by going to www.
kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent Public 
Library at 845-225-8585.  The library is 
located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes. 

Magic Tree House Book Club at 
the Kent Public Library, 4:30 p.m.-5:15 
p.m. “Tonight on the  Titanic” by Mary 
Pope Osborne. Travel through time and 
explore history with Jack and Annie on 
their many adventures. We will discuss 
the book, learn more about the time 
they travel to and enjoy making a craft.  
Club is open to those in 1st, 2nd & 3rd 
grades.  Registration is required.  You 
may register for the program by going to 
www.kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent 
Public Library at 845-225-8585.  The 
library is located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, 
Kent Lakes. 
Wednesday, November 29 

Do you know what Reiki Sync is? 
Kent Library.  6:30 p.m. -8 p.m., and 

find out. This is a meditative, energizing, 
empowering, and healing experience open 
to Reiki practitioners, beginners or those 
who are just curious! Come enjoy this 
interactive series. This is a four workshop 
session, select days in December. Please 
call the Library at 845-225-8585 for 
additional dates. Registration is required 
for each session. The library is located at 
17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes

The Brewster Public Library is 
offering a six-week Adult Knitting Class 
on Wednesdays, from 1 p.m.-2 p.m., 
beginning November 29th.  This class is 
for beginners and advanced beginners 
who would like to build on the skills 
they have already learned.  Needles and 
yarn will be distributed to new students 
at the first class; returning students 
are encouraged to bring projects they 
are currently working on.  Class size is 
limited.  Registration is required.  For 
more information visit http://tinyurl.
com/y8wamblv or call 845-279-6421.
Thursday, November 30 

The Tri-State IBM Retirees Club 
meets:  United Methodist Church 
meeting hall, 1176 E Main St, Shrub 
Oak, NY.  Agenda: open discussion on 
medical plan choices, collection of $20@ 
for 2018 dues, and a count will be taken 
for those interested in attending a holiday 
luncheon on Dec 7 at Frankie ‘n Augiez, 
Jefferson Valley.  Coffee at 1pm; meeting 

at 1:30 p.m.  Info: Peg Ryan 914-528-
5916.
Friday, December 1 

The Craft Showcase and Sale at the 
Putnam Arts Council is unique in its 
selection process, featuring the work of 
hand-picked artisans from throughout 
the Hudson Valley.  The sale kicks off 
with a festive Members Preview on 
Friday Dec. 1, 3 p.m.-8 p.m., and opens to 
the public Saturday 12/2 through Sunday 
12/10, from 12-5pm daily, with extended 
shopping hours Thursday, 12/ 7 from 12-
7pm.  Free admission and free parking 
plus the opportunity to support local 
artists and designers while benefiting our 
local economy, add up to holiday joy for 
all.  Come and Celebrate the Season with 
us, visit this annual event where you can 
browse, buy and be inspired. Contact 
the Arts Council to facilitate a private 
shopping experience for a group or club, 
845-803-8622.

Flo Brandon Book Group @ Mahopac 
Library. 11 a.m. Join us for a discussion 
of Eleanor: the Years Alone by Joseph 
P. Lash. Drop-in group; no registration 
needed.

We’re making our own exfoliating 
sugar scrubs: Come to the Kent Library:  
6 p.m.-7 p.m. and make a sugar scrub. 
Make some for yourself or give it to 
someone else as a gift. Program is for 
those 10 & up. Registration is required 
for material purposes. You may register 
for the program by going to www.
kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent Public 
Library at 845-225-8585.  The library is 
located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes
Saturday, December 2 

Kent Library’s Exploring Nature 
Through the Arts Workshops:  11 a.m.-
noon. Art workshop which will include 
collage making and printing run by a 
trained artist.   The 2nd workshop will 
be Our Putnam County: Exploring 
Nature Through the Arts Art workshop 
which will include painting run by a 
trained artist. Saturday, December 2nd 
from noon- 1 p.m.  Register is required. 
Register for one OR both. Workshops 
are for ages 7 and above including 
adults. All materials provided.   These 
programs received funding through 
charitable contributions and through 
grants provided by the New York State 
Council on the Arts Decentralization 
Program administered by the Putnam 
Arts Council. Additional support by 
the Nowodworski Foundation.   The 
Patterson Recreation Center, located 
at 65 Front Street will be hosting it’s 
annual Holiday Bazaar and Craft Fair 
on Saturday, December 2 from 9 am to 3 
pm. Discover unique, hand-crafted gifts, 
jewelry, confections and more.F or more 
info call 845-878-7200.

Holiday on the Lake Saturday: Actives 

begin at 8 a.m. Promoting the Interests 
and Quality of Life in the Hamlet of 
Carmel, PO Box 848, Carmel.  www.
carmelcivicassoc.org email: contact@
carmelcivicassoc.org

Holiday Concert: 2 p.m. The Tony T. 
Orchestra will get you into the holiday 
spirit at this fun and festive musical event. 
Enjoy an afternoon of holiday songs 
with this fabulous quartet that will have 
you dancing and singing in your seats! 
Registration required. Adults and teens 
16 and over. For more information or 
to register, contact the Patterson Library 
at 845-878-6121 x10 or go to www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click Calendar.

The Breakfast Club (for Teens) 10:30 
a.m., Start the morning with a tasty 
breakfast, talk about a book we read, 
and hang out with your friends in this 
new once-a-month breakfast and books 
club for teens ages 13 and older. This 
program is sponsored in part by Reverie 
Caffe. Registration is required. For more 
information or to register contact the 
Patterson Library at 845-878-6121 x10 or 
go to www.pattersonlibrary.org and click 
Calendar.

Christmas Bazaar:  8 a.m. to 3 p.m.  St. 
James the Apostle.  School Gym.  Food, 
baked goods, many vendors, raffles, and 
much more, Hosted by the Altar Rosary 
Society
Sunday, December 3 

BAMM10 presents a Holiday 
Concert featuring the Hudson Bells. 
2 p.m. The Hudson Bells is a women’s 
choral group, singing three–and four-
part harmony both acapella and with 
piano accompaniment.   In the spirit 
of the season, this group will perform 
holiday standards and family favorites. 
Registration is requested for this 
performance at Mahopac Public Library; 
register online at www.mahopaclibrary.
org, or call 845-628-2009, ext. 100.

Annual Ladies Auxiliary Penny Social 
Ladies Auxiliary, Knights of Columbus 
#6318, will be hosting their annual Penny 
Social.  with doors opening at 1 p.m. and 
calling beginning at 2 p.m. We will also be 
selling raffles for gift baskets, TV, Lottery 
Snowman, 50/50. Located at 10 Fair 
Street, Carmel, NY. Proceeds going to 
Local Charities. Questions: ladieskofc@
gmail.com.
Monday, December 4 

Mahopac Library’s Traveling Teen 
Reporters. 2:30 p.m. Learn how to be a 
good reporter and how to ask the right 
questions. Discover fascinating stories 
about the people who work and live in 
your community. Have fun and earn 
community service hours. Meets monthly 
from 2:30-4:30 pm.  Double community 
hours will be given on reporting days.  
Call for information: 845-628-2009, ext 
136.

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com

Crossword Answers
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ClassifiedsEXAMINER MEDIA

To Place a 
Classified Ad 

Call 914-864-0878  
or e-mail 

classifieds
@theexaminernews.

com
Classified Ad Deadline 

is Thursdays 
at 5pm for the 
next week’s 
publication

112817 PUTNAM

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver Coins, 
Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics Etc., Call 
Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West- 
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

HELP WANTED
INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX PRE-
PARER/MANAGER YORKTOWN 
HEIGHTS solo accounting firm seeks 
an efficient and organized individual to 

manage small income tax practice and 
prepare returns for the 2018 tax season.  
Candidate must possess sufficient knowl-
edge and experience to prepare all types 
of individual returns with little or no su-
pervision.  Excellent annual opportunity 
for someone looking to be involved with 
the tax season without an overwhelming 
commitment.  Make your own hours be-
ginning in February.  Reply to taxpracti-
ceny@gmail.com.

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7094

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MARIE-
NIA, LLC. Filed with SSNY on 8/26/17. 
Office location: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to Opal Bailey at 
P.O. Box 665, Amawalk, NY 10501. Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KILLI-
METT DATA CONSULTING, LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization filed with the Secre-
tary of State of New York (SSNY) on Sept 
6th 2017.  Location: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent for service of 
process on LLC. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: United States Corporation 
Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Ave, Suite 202, 
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: To pro-
vide data management consulting. 

NOTICE OF FORMATION 100 WATTS 
CONSULTING, LLC. Articles of Organi-
zation filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 10/20/2017. Loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY designat-
ed as agent upon whom process may be 
served and shall mail process to the prin-
cipal business address: 120 Brite Ave., 
Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose: Any law-
ful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION MPC 
HOLDINGS, LLC. Articles of Organi-
zation filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 10/12/2017. Loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY designat-
ed as agent upon whom process against it 
may be served and shall mail process to: 
80 Random Farms Dr., Chappaqua, NY 
10514. Purpose: Any lawful acts.

MILCA ENTERPRISE, LLC. Art. of Org. 
filed with the SSNY on 10/11/17. Office: 
Westchester County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 7014 13th Av-
enue Suite 202, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11228. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LBJ  
SOLUTIONS, LLC. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on October 30, 2017. 
Office in Westchester County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: Louis 
Bastone 88 Lyons Road Scarsdale, NY 
10583. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: HON-
ORABLE REALTY, LLC. ART OF ORG. 
filed with SSNY on 10/25/17. Office in 
Westchester County, SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: 148 North Terrace Avenue, Mount 
Vernon, NY 10550. Purpose: Real Estate 
purposes.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NEW 
YORK SHITTY LLC. Articles of Org. 
filed with Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) 
on July 18, 2017. Office location: West-
chester County. SSNY is designated as 
agent upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail service of pro-
cess (SOP) to UNITED STATES CORPO-
RATION AGENTS, INC. @ 7014 13TH 
AVENUE, SUITE 202, BROOKLYN, 
NEW YORK, 11228, UNITED STATES 
CORPORATION AGENTS, INC. is des-
ignated as agent for SOP at 7014 13TH 
AVENUE, SUITE 202, BROOKLYN, 
NEW YORK, 11228. Purpose: any law-
ful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF COR-
DOVA MANAGEMENT, LLC. ARTS. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 11/08/17. Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 1251 Wilson Road, 
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598. Purpose: 
any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT 
A LICENSE, PENDING, FOR A BEER 
AND WINE LICENSE HAS BEEN AP-
PLIED FOR BY THE UNDERSIGNED 
(EDUARDO’S TRATTORIA, INC.) to 
sell beer and wine at retail in a restaurant 
under the Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Law at 115 Secor Road, Mahopac, New 
York, Putnam County, for on premises 
consumption. Eduardo’s Trattoria, Inc.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 336 
WASHINGTON AVENUE ASSOCI-
ATES, LLC. Arts of Org filed with Secy 
of state of NY on 11/10/2017. Office loc: 
Westchester. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to the prin-
cipal business address: 336 Washington 
Ave., New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: 
any lawful acts.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. 
and foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, 
complete estates. Highest prices paid.  
Call 914-260-8783 for appointment.

Gambling Problem? Call 877-8-HOPENY or text HOPENY (467369).  
Resorts World Catskills is an equal opportunity employer.

GET DEALT IN ON AN  
EXCITING CAREER.

For details, visit RWCATSKILLS.COM.

Become part of our team.
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49 BOB CASTNER PHOTO

Yorktown junior TE Niam Sinanaj is denied this pivotal, fourth-down pass attempt by a pair of  West Seneca West defenders in the game’s waning moments during the Huskers’ 14-6 NYSPHSAA Class A 
championship setback to the Section 6 champion Indians last Friday at the Carrier Dome in Syracuse where Yorktown left it all on the field but failed to secure its third NYS title since the inception of  the 
state tournament back in 1993... see Grid Notebook

So Close 
and Yet 
So Far

Yorktown Nipped in  
NYS Class A Championship Bid;  
Huskers Fall, 14-6, to West Seneca West
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Husker DL Matt Steigmeier (2 
sacks) and DB Brandon Meyreles led 
the Huskers with nine tackles apiece. 
Sophomore Ben Robinson added two 
sacks and seven tackles.

Yorktown, which gave its all for 13th-
year Coach Mike Rescigno, won the 
program’s fifth sectional championship 

since 1992, and there wasn’t a dry eye 
in the house when the Huskers failed to 
hoist their third state title. 

“This team is second to none, make 
no mistake. This team is so special, I’ll 
never forget them,” Rescigno said. “They 
wanted this (state title) more for their 
community than they did for themselves. 

They are a selfless 
bunch, a group that left 
it on the field each and 
every day.”

That has been typical 
of most Yorktown teams 
since the early 90s, the 
point in time when 
Cornhusker football 
nudged up alongside 
its nationally acclaimed 
lacrosse programs as 
the bread and butter of 
one of the most prideful 
sports communities in 
New York…

And that’s a wrap 
on the 2017 season 
for the locals of the 
Northern Westchester/
Putnam County 
region, which nearly 
equaled the success of 
the 2016 season when 
neighboring Somers 

was crowned state champs for the first 
time ever. With 2017 runner-up Somers 
(7-3) having won three sectional titles 
between 2012 and 2016 and Yorktown 
snagging another in 2017, the state of 
Class A football is alive and well in this 

neck of the woods. Throw in a couple of 
solid seasons by Walter Panas (7-3) and 
Hen Hud (5-4) and two more from Class 
AA’s Mahopac (6-3) and Carmel (7-2) as 
well as Class D Haldane (6-3), and the 
2017 season was more than respectable.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

Defense was the order of the day in 
last Friday’s 2017 NYSPHSAA Class A 
championship game at the Carrier Dome 
in Syracuse where state-ranked No.2 
Yorktown suffered a 14-6 loss to No.3 

West Seneca West, the Buffalo Region 
Section 6 champion, who averaged 
nearly 43 points a game going in.

Section 1 champion Yorktown (12-
1), which averaged 36 PPG in two state 
tournament victories and scored at will 
against most of its 2017 foes, and No.3 
West Seneca West (13-0) looked like 

they were in for a track meet after the 
game’s initial possessions, with each team 
scoring a TD on its opening drive and 
WSW clinging to a 7-6 lead. But it quickly 
became a defensive battle from that point 
forward; until Seneca’s Buffalo-bound QB 
Matt Myers scored the game-sealing TD 
with 1:37 remaining.

On Yorktown’s last possession, Husker 
junior QB Tommy Weaver’s fourth-
down pass to the Indians’ 22-yard line 
was nearly hauled in by junior TE Niam 
Sinanaj, but, instead, was batted down by 
WSW cornerback Jesse Broad with under 
a minute left. WSW went into victory 
formation on the ensuing possession, 
thus ending Yorktown’s dream season.

Yorktown RB Brett Makar, an All-NYS 
selection-in-waiting, set the tone early 
on, rushing in from three yards out for a 
6-0 lead, capping a methodical 12-minute 
drive, featuring 12 carries by Makar. 

WSW answered in kind, plunging in 
from a yard out to take a 7-6 lead at 10:12 
of the second quarter. The game stayed 
that way through halftime, nip and tuck.

The Huskers, who were playing in 
their first NYS championship game 
since repeating as state champions in 
1994, were just a block or two away from 
springing Makar, who ran for 120 yards 
and a touchdown on 22 rushes. Yorktown 
was held to a nominal (by its standards) 
208 yards from scrimmage; including 172 
yards rushing on 29 carries and just 36 
yards through the air.

“We were never really able to get in 
a rhythm after that opening drive with 
penalties and other mental errors hurting 
us,” Makar said. “There were several plays 
where we were a shoe-string tackle away 
from breaking them. Hats off to them for 
preventing that.”
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Yorktown Offense Derailed in NYS Class A Title Loss
Huskers Score on 1st Drive, Never Again in 14-6 loss to West Seneca West

Put Valley’s Garbowski Loving His Commute to Stepinac
Junior DL Plays Big Role in Crusaders’ NYS Title Drive

continued on next page

Yorktown DB Justin Comerford breaks up pass in Huskers’ 14-6 NYS Class A championship loss to West 
Seneca West.

BOB CASTNER PHOTOS

continued from previous page

Huskers Sean O’Connor (50), Eddie Cohen (50) and Nick Campanaro (10) combine on tackle in 
Huskers’ 14-6 NYS Class A championship loss to West Seneca West.

Yorktown RB Bret Makar breaks off  big gain in Huskers’ 14-6 NYS Class A championship loss to West 
Seneca West.

Yorktown QB Tommy Weaver rushes in Huskers’ 14-6 NYS Class A championship loss to West Seneca 
West.

Yorktown RB Brandon Meyreles fights for some tough yards in Huskers’ 
NYS title loss.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

Anyone who knows anything about 
the Roaring Brook section of Putnam 
Valley knows that the weather patterns 
are strange, and it takes about 15 minutes 
just to get to a pizza parlor for a slice. So, 
adding an extra hour to his daily two-way 
commute back and forth to Archbishop 
Stepinac High School in White Plains  
was no big deal for Joe Garbowski, 
considering he would follow in his 
father’s footsteps and play football for the 
parochial powerhouse.

“It was one of the hardest decisions of 
my life,” Garbowksi said back in August 
when the lure of playing for the Catholic 
High School Athletic Association was too 
strong to ignore.

“But I wanted to follow my father’s 
lead,” he said of the transfer from Put 
Valley to Stepinac. “I showed to myself 
and others that I can play at a high level 
and it has given me confidence on and 
off the field, as well as making me be a 
better player. I’ve become more of a hard-
working person because I wake up at five 
a.m. every day going to school, and then 
practicing and coming home at eight at 

night has made me a stronger person.”
And it paid off in spades last Saturday 

in Buffalo, and the weekend before on 

Long Island, when Garbowski hoisted a 
pair of state championship plaques on 
consecutive weekends, including the 

NYSCHSAA State Championship when 
Stepinac (10-2) scored 26 of its 40 second-
half points in the third quarter to erase a 
14-9 Canisius (8-4) lead to post a 49-28 
title triumph on a rainy afternoon at the 
Stransky Complex in West Seneca.

That makes two state titles for the 
Crusaders in three years (2015 and 2017). 
The weekend prior, Stepinac crushed Long 
Island power St. Anthony’s, 47-22, for the 
NYCHSFL State Tournament title, the 
Crusaders’ third CHSAA championship 
in the last four years.

“This is why I’m here,” said the 6’2” 
235-pound Garbowski, a starting 
defensive lineman for the Crusaders, 
who had six tackles and two sacks in the 
state championship game. “I couldn’t get 
this anywhere else, and I’m so glad I’m at 
Stepinac. It was amazing being the second 
team in Stepinac history to win states for 
football, especially after losing a couple 
games and everyone doubting us. I’m not 
kidding when I tell you this: These guys 
are my brothers. We had each other’s back 
and would do anything for each other 
and that goes for every man in our locker 
room. Coaches, too!”

Same goes for the kid in his father’s 
footsteps.

Putnam Valley’s Joe Garbowski basks in glow of  Stepinac’s second NYSCHSAA title with his mom, Stephanie, 
and his brother, Alex, last Saturday in West Seneca, NY.
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Husker DL Matt Steigmeier (2 
sacks) and DB Brandon Meyreles led 
the Huskers with nine tackles apiece. 
Sophomore Ben Robinson added two 
sacks and seven tackles.

Yorktown, which gave its all for 13th-
year Coach Mike Rescigno, won the 
program’s fifth sectional championship 

since 1992, and there wasn’t a dry eye 
in the house when the Huskers failed to 
hoist their third state title. 

“This team is second to none, make 
no mistake. This team is so special, I’ll 
never forget them,” Rescigno said. “They 
wanted this (state title) more for their 
community than they did for themselves. 

They are a selfless 
bunch, a group that left 
it on the field each and 
every day.”

That has been typical 
of most Yorktown teams 
since the early 90s, the 
point in time when 
Cornhusker football 
nudged up alongside 
its nationally acclaimed 
lacrosse programs as 
the bread and butter of 
one of the most prideful 
sports communities in 
New York…

And that’s a wrap 
on the 2017 season 
for the locals of the 
Northern Westchester/
Putnam County 
region, which nearly 
equaled the success of 
the 2016 season when 
neighboring Somers 

was crowned state champs for the first 
time ever. With 2017 runner-up Somers 
(7-3) having won three sectional titles 
between 2012 and 2016 and Yorktown 
snagging another in 2017, the state of 
Class A football is alive and well in this 

neck of the woods. Throw in a couple of 
solid seasons by Walter Panas (7-3) and 
Hen Hud (5-4) and two more from Class 
AA’s Mahopac (6-3) and Carmel (7-2) as 
well as Class D Haldane (6-3), and the 
2017 season was more than respectable.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

Defense was the order of the day in 
last Friday’s 2017 NYSPHSAA Class A 
championship game at the Carrier Dome 
in Syracuse where state-ranked No.2 
Yorktown suffered a 14-6 loss to No.3 

West Seneca West, the Buffalo Region 
Section 6 champion, who averaged 
nearly 43 points a game going in.

Section 1 champion Yorktown (12-
1), which averaged 36 PPG in two state 
tournament victories and scored at will 
against most of its 2017 foes, and No.3 
West Seneca West (13-0) looked like 

they were in for a track meet after the 
game’s initial possessions, with each team 
scoring a TD on its opening drive and 
WSW clinging to a 7-6 lead. But it quickly 
became a defensive battle from that point 
forward; until Seneca’s Buffalo-bound QB 
Matt Myers scored the game-sealing TD 
with 1:37 remaining.

On Yorktown’s last possession, Husker 
junior QB Tommy Weaver’s fourth-
down pass to the Indians’ 22-yard line 
was nearly hauled in by junior TE Niam 
Sinanaj, but, instead, was batted down by 
WSW cornerback Jesse Broad with under 
a minute left. WSW went into victory 
formation on the ensuing possession, 
thus ending Yorktown’s dream season.

Yorktown RB Brett Makar, an All-NYS 
selection-in-waiting, set the tone early 
on, rushing in from three yards out for a 
6-0 lead, capping a methodical 12-minute 
drive, featuring 12 carries by Makar. 

WSW answered in kind, plunging in 
from a yard out to take a 7-6 lead at 10:12 
of the second quarter. The game stayed 
that way through halftime, nip and tuck.

The Huskers, who were playing in 
their first NYS championship game 
since repeating as state champions in 
1994, were just a block or two away from 
springing Makar, who ran for 120 yards 
and a touchdown on 22 rushes. Yorktown 
was held to a nominal (by its standards) 
208 yards from scrimmage; including 172 
yards rushing on 29 carries and just 36 
yards through the air.

“We were never really able to get in 
a rhythm after that opening drive with 
penalties and other mental errors hurting 
us,” Makar said. “There were several plays 
where we were a shoe-string tackle away 
from breaking them. Hats off to them for 
preventing that.”
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Yorktown Offense Derailed in NYS Class A Title Loss
Huskers Score on 1st Drive, Never Again in 14-6 loss to West Seneca West

Put Valley’s Garbowski Loving His Commute to Stepinac
Junior DL Plays Big Role in Crusaders’ NYS Title Drive

continued on next page

Yorktown DB Justin Comerford breaks up pass in Huskers’ 14-6 NYS Class A championship loss to West 
Seneca West.
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continued from previous page

Huskers Sean O’Connor (50), Eddie Cohen (50) and Nick Campanaro (10) combine on tackle in 
Huskers’ 14-6 NYS Class A championship loss to West Seneca West.

Yorktown RB Bret Makar breaks off  big gain in Huskers’ 14-6 NYS Class A championship loss to West 
Seneca West.

Yorktown QB Tommy Weaver rushes in Huskers’ 14-6 NYS Class A championship loss to West Seneca 
West.

Yorktown RB Brandon Meyreles fights for some tough yards in Huskers’ 
NYS title loss.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

Anyone who knows anything about 
the Roaring Brook section of Putnam 
Valley knows that the weather patterns 
are strange, and it takes about 15 minutes 
just to get to a pizza parlor for a slice. So, 
adding an extra hour to his daily two-way 
commute back and forth to Archbishop 
Stepinac High School in White Plains  
was no big deal for Joe Garbowski, 
considering he would follow in his 
father’s footsteps and play football for the 
parochial powerhouse.

“It was one of the hardest decisions of 
my life,” Garbowksi said back in August 
when the lure of playing for the Catholic 
High School Athletic Association was too 
strong to ignore.

“But I wanted to follow my father’s 
lead,” he said of the transfer from Put 
Valley to Stepinac. “I showed to myself 
and others that I can play at a high level 
and it has given me confidence on and 
off the field, as well as making me be a 
better player. I’ve become more of a hard-
working person because I wake up at five 
a.m. every day going to school, and then 
practicing and coming home at eight at 

night has made me a stronger person.”
And it paid off in spades last Saturday 

in Buffalo, and the weekend before on 

Long Island, when Garbowski hoisted a 
pair of state championship plaques on 
consecutive weekends, including the 

NYSCHSAA State Championship when 
Stepinac (10-2) scored 26 of its 40 second-
half points in the third quarter to erase a 
14-9 Canisius (8-4) lead to post a 49-28 
title triumph on a rainy afternoon at the 
Stransky Complex in West Seneca.

That makes two state titles for the 
Crusaders in three years (2015 and 2017). 
The weekend prior, Stepinac crushed Long 
Island power St. Anthony’s, 47-22, for the 
NYCHSFL State Tournament title, the 
Crusaders’ third CHSAA championship 
in the last four years.

“This is why I’m here,” said the 6’2” 
235-pound Garbowski, a starting 
defensive lineman for the Crusaders, 
who had six tackles and two sacks in the 
state championship game. “I couldn’t get 
this anywhere else, and I’m so glad I’m at 
Stepinac. It was amazing being the second 
team in Stepinac history to win states for 
football, especially after losing a couple 
games and everyone doubting us. I’m not 
kidding when I tell you this: These guys 
are my brothers. We had each other’s back 
and would do anything for each other 
and that goes for every man in our locker 
room. Coaches, too!”

Same goes for the kid in his father’s 
footsteps.

Putnam Valley’s Joe Garbowski basks in glow of  Stepinac’s second NYSCHSAA title with his mom, Stephanie, 
and his brother, Alex, last Saturday in West Seneca, NY.
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From the four-time defending Section 1 Class C champion Haldane girls to Class AA Mahopac, and from Class B Putnam Valley to Class AA Carmel, Class A Brewster and beyond... hopes are high on the local 
hardwood this winter, and we’ll provide the previews next week for all Putnam County/Northern Westchester-based teams whose coaches comply with our requests for preview information. Girls’ hoops coaches 
should hit up beat writer Tony Pinciaro at TFinch23@optonline.net while boys’ coaches should contact Raygallaghersports@gmail.com.

Carmel’s Shane McNerney and Mahopac’s Augie Djerdjai

Putnam Valley’s Arianna Stockinger

Mahopac’s Claire Felix

Haldane’s Alex Kubik

Putnam Valley’s Ryan Soto

Carmel’s Maria Mazzamuto
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Hoops on Horizon!
2017-18 Season Previews on Tap Next Week


