
By David Propper
For the first time in 16 years, Putnam 

County will be under the leadership of a 
new sheriff.

Former sheriff ’s investigator Robert 
Langley completed his historic victory 
last Tuesday when he defeated incumbent 
Republican Don Smith by a razor-
thin margin to become the 54th sheriff 
of Putnam and the first Democrat in 
decades to win a countywide race. Going 
into the absentee vote counting, Langley 
was leading Smith by a 335 votes and by 
about 9:15 p.m., he had a 324-vote edge to 
seal his win. 

There were also 486 write-in votes, 
many of them for Republican and former 

NYPD captain Andrew DeStefano that 
might have tipped the scale toward 
Langley. 

In a statement, Langley, a first-time 
candidate, thanked voters for placing 
their trust in him and vowed to earn 
the support of those residents that voted 
against him. 

“I just believe the people felt it was 
time for a change and that Don Smith 
had been in office too long,” Langley, in 
an interview, said. “We ran a really strong 
campaign.”

Langley’s campaign and improbable 
journey to the sheriff ’s office began in late 
June when he announced his candidacy. 
With less than two weeks to collect 
petition signatures to get on the ballot, 
he and a group of volunteers registered 
more than 1,800 signatures, an impressive 
mark. 

Langley ran on a platform of returning 
integrity to the sheriff ’s office, honing 
in on the drug crisis, and bringing 
community policing back to the county. 
He also leveled sharp criticism against 
Smith for his conduct in office, at one 
point even calling him a “criminal.”

Langley, a Garrison resident, called 
the week between election night and the 
absentee counting the “longest week” of 
the campaign with no calls or doors to 
knock on. 

Shortly after the final results came in, 
Smith congratulated Langley and wished 
him well as Langley begins his four-year 
term at the beginning of the 2018. Smith 
said he was proud of the positive, clean 
campaign his team ran, believing they 
upheld the “honor and integrity of the 
office of sheriff.”

twitter.com/ExaminerMediaFREE
November 21 - November 27, 2017 SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS Volume 9, Issue 452

Serving All of Putnam County

Yorktown 
Rolls on to 

NYS Grid 
Finals 

see Sports

NEW PUTNAM SHERIFF ELECTED
Langley Outlasts Smith for Historic Win

continued on page 7

PROVIDED PHOTO
Putnam County Sheriff-elect Robert Langley.
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Election commissioners Cathy Croft and Tony 
Scannapieco announced the results of  the 
absentee votes last week.
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Democrats, including Putnam Democratic Committee chair Jim Borkowski (in navy blue sweater) listen 
to results.
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By David Propper
The Kent town board and a 

representative of Titan Concrete came 
to verbal blows last week during a public 
hearing for a law that would greatly 
reduce where concrete-mixing plants can 
operate in town.

The hearing, held last Tuesday, 
addressed a proposal that would outlaw 
the production of concrete, the operation 
of a concrete products plant, or the 
manufacture in any form of concrete 
in town except in the Industrial-Office-
Commercial District. Any business 
currently and lawfully producing concrete 
prior to the law being passed would have 
two years to cease its business, according 
to the proposal brought forward by 
Councilman Paul Denbaum.  

Titan Concrete, a Bronx-based concrete 
plant operating on Route 52, would fall 
into the category of businesses that would 
have to stop operating on the land owned 
by Kent Investors if the local law is passed 
and upheld against any legal challenge.  

A lawyer representing Titan Concrete, 
Charlotte Biblow, told the town board 
its proposed local law is “patently 
unconstitutional.” The concrete plant is 
legally operating due to a use-variance 
granted by the town’s zoning board of 
appeals and the town board’s proposal is 
“futile.” 

She criticized the town board members 

for “inflammatory” remarks about 
Titan Concrete and claimed it resulted 
in two trucks on the property being 
“firebombed” soon after. She also claimed 
the town board is colluding with a local 
union and the town has cited unjustified 
violations against the Titan Concrete. 

Biblow threatened the town with a 
lawsuit if the town board approves the 
possible law because Titan Concrete is 
being targeted. 

“That is a vested right that we have,” 
Biblow said in reference to using the 

property for concrete 
mixing. “And if the 
town takes steps to in 
any way interfere with 
that vested right, we’re 
going to take action.” 

But town board 
members shot back 
at Biblow, calling her 
remarks “ridiculous” 
and “inflammatory.”

Denbaum scoffed 
at the allegations 
that the town board 
colluded with a union, 
stressing he has 
never spoken with a 
member of the union 
referenced. He said 
it was “despicable” 
for Biblow to try to 
connect discussions 

about land use from the town board 
during a past meeting to an alleged arson 
at the concrete site. 

Supervisor Maureen Fleming said she 
was highly offended by Biblow drawing a 
nexus between the town board discussing 
the concrete plant and the firebombing of 
two trucks. She called Biblow’s assertions 
“reckless.”

She noted the proposed law has been 
referred to the Putnam County planning 
department and the Kent planning board. 

Councilman Bill Huestis said the 
concrete plant has expanded over the 
past many years and it concerns the town 
board. He also said he was disappointed 
in Biblow’s comments. 

Residents slammed Titan Concrete 
for being lousy neighbors by allegedly 
running loud trucks at all hours, having 
unruly employees, and causing health 
risks. The quality of life is horrible for 
homes near the concrete plant, residents 
said. 

Resident Thomas O’Leary, who lives 
near it, said the town shouldn’t want 50 big 
trucks driving through a lake community 
and the silicon dust from the plants is a 
health hazard, particularly to children.

“Nobody wants that concrete plant 
there,” he said. “Whatever you have to do, 
make it happen.”

Resident Brian Hobbs said as a 
taxpayer he doesn’t like how an outside 
company can “run roughshod” against 
the community. He said Titan Concrete 
doesn’t belong in Kent. 

Resident Robert Addonizio said 
because the community has grown with 
more homes built in the area, a concrete 
plant like that doesn’t belong in town. 
Many residents live in Kent for its natural 
beauty, which has been scarred by Titan 
Concrete, he argued

“That place looks like a dump,” 
Addonizio said. “Like a junkyard.” 

During Hearing, Kent Town Board Battles Concrete Plant
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Titan Concrete, a business along Route 52, has become the epicenter of  a 
debate over concrete mixing businesses in the area.
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By David Propper
Two town level elections came down to 

wire last week when Democrat John Lord 
was elected to the Southeast town board 
and Republican Michael Caruso retained 
his judgeship in Patterson.

Lord, a longtime Southeast resident, 
completed his upset win against 
Republican incumbent Robert Cullen 
last Tuesday night once all absentee 
votes were calculated one week after 
Election Day. Lord was leading Cullen by 
a single vote going into the counting and 
eventually expanded his lead to 27 votes 
for the victory. 

Republican Liz Hudak earned her third 
term with 2,182 voters circling her name 
in. Democrat Melinda Montanaro, who 
ran in her first political race, put up a 
respectable showing of 1,992 votes. Lord, 
Cullen and Montanaro were all within 
less than a percentage point of each other. 

The win lands another Democrat on 
the town board along with two-term 
Councilwoman Lynne Eckardt and could 
change the dynamic of the governing 
body. While Republicans still hold a 3-2 
advantage, Hay and Eckardt have voted in 
lockstep against developments presented 
in the town, including the controversial 
Crossroads 312 project. Lord has 
expressed the need for further scrutiny 
with large-scale land proposals.  

Remaining even-keeled most of last 

week, the anticipation started to grow for 
Lord as the absentee count started last 
Tuesday. 

“By 8 p.m., I started getting unsettled,” 
Lord, who was pretty happy when the 
final results came in, said. “It’s a change 
of life.”

Lord said his hard work and living in 
town for many years contributed to his 
win. He estimated he knocked on more 
than 1,800 doors the last several months. 
He said his running mate, Montanaro, 
also worked incredibly hard. 

“We needed to work that hard,” Lord 
said. 

Lord said over the next month and 
half, he would familiarize himself with 
the inner workings of the town board and 
talk with Eckardt to see what they can 
work on together.   

“It’s a pretty big responsibility now,” 
Lord said. “It’s going to be a new life.”

Southeast Democratic Committee 
chairwoman Cathy Croft said Lord 
worked tirelessly during the campaign. 
He’s someone who has been involved and 

cared about the town for a number of 
years, Croft said. 

“It was a close race,” Croft said. “But the 
Republicans have a 1,000 vote advantage 
(in registration) in the Town of Southeast 
and John really knew he had to have 
Republicans vote for him to win so it’s 
more about the person, not the party.”

Cullen, who served for eight years, 
originally burst onto the political scene 
when he and Hudak ran against allies 
of former supervisor Michael Rights. 

continued on page 6

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
John Lord, who topped Councilman Robert Cullen for a seat on the Southeast 
town board, is all smiles with fellow Democrat, Councilwoman Lynne Eckardt.
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Tensions rose last week at the county board of  elections as the race for 
Southeast town board was being counted.
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By David Propper
The Mahopac Volunteer Fire 

Department is at odds with the Carmel 
town board again after council members 
declined to give the fire department the 
funding it sought. 

The Carmel town board passed its 
budget last week, which included $1.2 
million for the Mahopac fire department, 
a figure fire department officials believe 
is insufficient. The department Board of 
Fire Commissioners requested the town 
give the department $200,000 more for 
2018 that would equal $1.4 million. 

In the aftermath of the $5 million 

embezzlement of Mahopac department 
coffers perpetrated by ex-treasurer 
Michael Klein, the town cut the 
department’s funding by $500,000 for the 
fiscal year 2016. There has been tension 
between the department and town since, 
with funding remaining at $1.2 million 
now three years straight. 

Board of Fire Commissioners chairman 
Edward Scott offered stinging words for 
the town board at last week’s meeting. 

Scott said in 2015 when it was 
discovered Klein stole millions from 
the department, the town board cut 30 
percent funding from its contract with the 

Mahopac department. For the fiscal years 
2016 and 2017, Scott said the department 
dealt with the reduction, but was hoping 
to see an increase in 2018 to pay for 
replacement apparatus because two main 
trucks were more than 20 years old and 
a rescue truck was more than 30 years 
old. All three trucks do not meet NFPA 
standards, Scott said. 

Scott said the department treasurer 
spoke with four town board members 
about the proposed increase and at an Oct. 
11 meeting, department officials lobbied 
with the town board for the increase. He 
added no town board member publicly 
disagreed that night and no residents 
spoke out against it. 

Scott said he was “shocked” when 
Supervisor Kenny Schmitt told him that 
the town board would not include the 
department’s requested increase in the 
budget. He argued the town invested 
more money in other “non-safety-
sensitive areas.” 

Schmitt said while the town board 
supports the fire department, it also has 
to look out for the taxpayers that fund 
those contracts. Speaking with special 
legal counsel that has handled the fire 
contracts, Schmitt said based on a $1 
million refund the department would 
receive from its insurance company 
stemming from the theft, a $200,000 
surplus from 2016 and an anticipated 

surplus from this year, it was determined 
an increase wasn’t justified. 

Scott said during the meeting he 
doubts whether the department will reach 
$100,000 in leftover 2017 money once the 
year ends.

The preliminary budget originally called 
for the $1.4 million, but that number was 
cut back down to $1.2 million following 
a public hearing. Schmitt doesn’t believe 
the money granted to the department is 
unreasonable. 

“The board just felt that they were in a 
position based on their finances that they 
could afford to go ahead with the lease 
and the equipment,” Schmitt said. “They 
had sufficient money to cover the cost of 
that.”

He gave credit to the fire department 
for their financial oversight the last few 
years and for gaining a surplus in funds 
since the embezzlement scandal broke 
out. 

Klein pleaded guilty earlier this year 
and is spending more than six years in 
federal prison. He admitted to taking 
more than $5 million from the fire 
department over a span of 13 years. He 
was the only member of the department 
ever implicated in the massive theft. 
But that didn’t soothe the outrage from 
community members, who accused the 

Mahopac FD Protests Level Funding from Town

Baroque Classics 
Handel  Zadok the Priest 

Vivaldi  Gloria 

Purcell  Dido & Aeneas 

 

First United Methodist Church  
83 Main Street, Brewster NY   
Adults $20 — Seniors/Students  $15 — Under 12 Free 

For event information or tickets: 
Call 845.520.7574    
or visit www.PutnamChorale.org 

Douglas Anderson 
Music Director 

Presents 2 Events 

With Orchestra 

This program is made possible in part by the New York State Council on the Arts with public funds from Putnam County, managed by the Putnam Arts Council, Mahopac, NY. 

continued on page 14



November 21 - November 27, 2017www.TheExaminerNews.com 5

 IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR 
UNITEDHEALTHCARE MEDICARE 

ADVANTAGE MEMBERS
 
 
 
 

If you would like to continue to receive coverage for the highest quality 
care you have come to expect from these hospitals and providers, you 

may need to change your plan. General questions can be directed to 
Montefiore at 1-855-226-3071. Call 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227) 

or go online to www.medicare.gov/find-a-plan to find options before open 
enrollment ends on December 7.

YOU MAY NEED TO CHANGE YOUR PLAN

As of January 1, 2018, Montefiore Health System hospitals and providers will be considered 
out-of-network for patients with a UnitedHealthcare Medicare Advantage health plan—also 

known as MedicareComplete or AARP MedicareComplete.*

This includes the following hospitals and providers:
•  Montefiore Medical Center
•  Montefiore New Rochelle
•  Montefiore Mount Vernon

•  Nyack Hospital and Highland Medical P.C.
•  White Plains Hospital and White Plains 

   Hospital Physician Associates

We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause. Our patients are very important 
to us, and your healthcare is our highest priority.

 *If your UnitedHealthcare Medicare Advantage plan offers out-of-network benefits, you may continue to receive coverage 
for care provided by these hospitals and providers. In addition, we are working with UnitedHealthcare in an effort to keep 

UnitedHealthcare Institutional Special Needs Plans (I-SNPs) and Dual Complete (DSNP) Medicare Advantage plans in-network. 
Please confirm the details by calling the number on the back of your Medicare Advantage ID card. 



November 21 - November 27, 2017 The Putnam Examiner6

By David Propper
A man that went scuba diving at the 

site of the former Tilly Foster Mine in 
the Town of Southeast was found dead 
Monday afternoon

The Putnam County Sheriff ’s Office 
confirmed in a press release the body of 
Robert Thomas, of Jersey City, New Jersey 
was found by rescue dive teams after he 
went diving Sunday afternoon at the 
mine, which is also referred to as Simon’s 
Quarry, located off Old Mine Road in 
Southeast. He was 48-years-old.

Thomas was at the mine with a male 
and female colleague. At around noon, 

Thomas dove in and the other man dove 
in about an hour later while the woman 
remained at the surface, the sheriff ’s 
office said. The other male diver surfaced 
around 3 p.m., but Thomas did not, 
according to police. 

Thomas’ girlfriend called the sheriff ’s 
office at about 3:50 p.m. to report Thomas 
had gone diving at the mine and was 
overdue for a party at her house in 
Queens. A sheriff ’s deputy drove to the 
mine and saw Thomas’ colleagues who 
told him Thomas was late resurfacing 
given his air supply, authorities said. 

The sheriff ’s office then called on the 

New York State Police and Brewster 
and Mahopac Falls Volunteers Fire 
Departments to search for Thomas. The 
county’s bureau for emergency service 
and Brewster Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps also responded to the scene. 

Dive teams used sophisticated sonar 
equipment to aid in exploring the mine, 
the sheriff ’s office said. The state police 
dive team found his body around 12:55 
p.m. at a depth of 171 feet. Preliminary 
reports believe Thomas became entangled 
in wires or cables on the bottom of the 
flooded mine shaft, according to the 
sheriff ’s office.

Cullen, in a statement, thanked the 
voters of Southeast and Brewster for the 
opportunity to serve two terms on the 
board.

“I am disappointed that I lost by such a 
close margin. With that said, I wish John 
Lord all the best,” Cullen said. “It was 
an honor to serve with Tony Hay, Lynne 
Eckardt, Liz Hudak, and Edwin Alvarez 
and all the wonderful town employees 
Southeast has.”

Judge Caruso, who has served behind 
the bench for a year after being appointed 
by the town board, eked past Democrat 
and current Councilman Kevin Burns.  
Caruso snagged 51 percent once all 
absentees were counted. He was up 33 
votes going into the Tuesday night and 
left with a 53-vote victory. Caruso took 
over the local judge seat after former 
Judge John King died last year. 

Both candidates were on hand as results 
were tabulated at the board of elections. 

Caruso, who experienced his first ever 
political campaign, said he tried to run a 
strong grassroots campaign going door-
to-door and meeting many voters at local 
events. 

“It just came down to putting the work 
and the time in,” Caruso said. 

Caruso noted Burns has lived in town 
longer, which was one obstacle he had to 
overcome against him. He called Burns a 
“worthy opponent.” Burns’ term on the 
Patterson town board expires at the end 
of December, leaving the town council all 
Republican.

continued from page 3
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Smith, who has served since 2002, 
faced an uphill climb to reelection after 
he admitted he provided the public 
untruths about former district attorney 
Adam Levy. Levy sued Smith in 2013 and 
the case was settled in June with county 
taxpayers on the hook for $125,000 
and Smith paying $25,000, leading to 
outrage among residents. Levy waged 
more litigation against Smith a couple 
weeks before the election suing him for 
another $50,000 alleging he violated a 
non-disparagement agreement stemming 
from the settlement. Levy lost his seat in 
2015 to current District Attorney Robert 

Tendy.
Smith’s political career began when 

he ran and beat former sheriff Robert 
Thoubborn, vowing to clean up the 
department that was dogged by 
corruption allegations. 

Smith thanked his command staff, 
leadership team, and all the men and 
women of the sheriff ’s office, “in helping 
to keep Putnam County one of the safest 
counties in America.”

“It has been my great honor and 
privilege to serve as your leader for these 
past 16 incredible years,” Smith said. “Your 
allegiance isn’t to any one person, but is to 
our great Constitution and to the people 
of Putnam County who we are honored 
to serve. I know you will continue in this 
same spirit under your new sheriff.”

Smith also called it “one of the greatest 
honors and privileges of my entire life” to 
serve as sheriff and thanked his family, 
including his late wife, “my lady Jane.”

During the absentee counting, several 
Langley volunteers were on hand 
including campaign manager Kathleen 
Foley and Putnam Democratic Committee 
chairman Jim Borkowski. There was a 
sense of relief and unmistakable joy once 
Langley was confirmed the top vote getter.

“The voters have spoken and they 
voted for change,” Borkowski said, “And 
change is coming in Putnam County in 
the sheriff ’s office.”

Borkowski said the Democrats had 
a “good, decent, honest” candidate in 
Langley and the entire campaign worked 
hard. Borkowski is already looking 
forward to next year’s county executive’s 
race.

“The Democratic Party is back in the 
game in Putnam County,” Borkowski 

bluntly said.
Democratic board of elections 

commissioner Cathy Croft said Langley 
“offered a clear, ethical vision for law 
enforcement which rang true to Putnam 
voters.”

“Putnam County residents are smart,” 
Croft said. “They understand that voting 
for the best candidate is much smarter 
than rigid party allegiance.”

A Smith campaign surrogate, Robert 
Buckley, commended Smith for running 
a clean race, but “at the end of the day, the 
people of Putnam County spoke.” 

“It was a blue wave,” Buckley said, 
pointing to the large number of 
Democrats elected across the region. 
He said the proposed Constitutional 
Convention, which was voted down, 
brought many voters who usually select 
Democratic candidates. 

GOP Committee chairman 
Tony Scannapieco echoed that the 

Constitutional Convention on the ballot 
helped Democrats and also placed 
some blame on DeStefano, the write-in 
candidate, for taking some votes away 
from Smith and verbally attacking Smith 
during the campaign. 

Scannapieco, never one to mince 
words, even referred to DeStefano as “the 
ass----” on election night in front of a 
room of Republican elected officials and 
supporters. 

Now, a transition is underway with 
less than two months before Langley 
takes office. He said he hopes to go to 
the sheriff ’s office to meet with Smith 
and some of the officers he’ll soon be 
leading. A transition team is also in place 
as Langley gets his plan ready for action 
on January 1, including selecting an 
undersheriff. 

“Let’s get to work Putnam,” Langley said 
in his statement. “Let’s return integrity to 
the Office of Sheriff, together.” 

continued from page 1

Langley Outlasts Smith for Historic Win

2 Clark Place, Mahopac 845-628-0300

A Wonderland of Gifts!
We Carry Local Artisan Gifts, 
Balloons, Candles, Jewelry, 

Picture Frames, 
Shawls, Gloves, Scarfs, 
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Shop Till You Drop!
Thursday, 

November 30, 2017
We will close when you go home

(or by 10pm)
Raffl es, Coupon Give Away, 

Wine, Food and More!

By David Propper
Local emergency first responders 

jumped into action on Nov. 13 resulting 
in the rescue of two Carmel residents 
that were rendered unconscious by 
carbon monoxide poisoning, the 
Putnam County Sheriff ’s Office revealed 
last week. 

At about noon, a 61-year-old woman 
was texting with her daughter, but when 
those texts became incoherent, the 
daughter became concerned and tried to 
call her mother. When the mother didn’t 
pick up, the daughter called a friend to 
check on the welfare of her mother and 
grandmother in the house, according to 
the sheriff ’s office. 

The friend went to the house and heard 
the sound of a carbon monoxide alarm 
ringing inside and could see the 89-year-
old grandmother lying unconscious on 
the floor in a bedroom near the front 
door. She quickly called 911 and within 
a few minutes, Carmel Police officers, 
Carmel Fire Department firefighters 

and a sheriff ’s deputy arrived at a single-
family residence on North Gate Road, 
police said. 

The first responders worked together 
to locate the two victims and carried 
them both out of the house. The 61-year-
old victim was in a back bedroom and 
the 89-year-old victim was in a front 
bedroom, according to police.

Two of the officers that went into the 
home reported feeling light-headed in 
the aftermath and were given oxygen, 
according to the sheriff ’s office.

“They acted heroically, with disregard 
for their own safety, and thereby saved 
two lives,” said Sheriff Don Smith.  

First responders from the county’s 
bureau of emergency services and other 
volunteer departments also responded to 
the scene to assist.

The two women were rushed to 
Westchester Medical Center in Valhalla 
and were treated for apparent carbon 
monoxide poisoning and are expected to 
recover, according to authorities. 

“The two women are very fortunate 
to be alive,” said Carmel Police Chief 
Michael Cazzari.  “Had the woman not 
received the garbled texts or, even having 
received them, had she not acted swiftly 
on her concern by having the friend 
check on her mother and grandmother, 
the victims would have eventually 
succumbed to the poison gas.”

Readings taken in the house indicated 
a concentration level of carbon 
monoxide gas in the air of 1,800 parts 
per million (PPM), according to the 
Carmel Fire Department. Officials 
believe that the high level of carbon 
monoxide gas in the home was the result 
of a faulty connection in an exhaust pipe 
leading from a propane gas burner used 
to heat the home, the sheriff ’s office said. 
It seems that the faulty connection in 
the pipe allowed the exhaust gases from 
the burner to be pumped inside the 
house, instead of going outside. Town of 
Carmel building department inspectors 
were called to check the propane burner 

and exhaust system to ensure that the 
defect was fixed and safe, according to 
authorities. 

Human exposure to 1,200 ppm of 
carbon monoxide in the air for one 
hour can be fatal, according to some 
government studies, considering the 
typical home has carbon monoxide 
readings from 3 to 6 ppm. 

Carmel Fire Chief David DiRienzo 
explained that carbon monoxide gas is 
odorless and colorless making it hard to 
detect without a monitor. Symptoms of 
carbon monoxide poisoning may include 
a reddened face, blurred vision, dull 
headache, weakness, dizziness, nausea or 
vomiting, shortness of breath, confusion, 
and loss of consciousness. 

According to the sheriff ’s press 
release, DiRienzo said residents should 
make sure they have a working carbon 
monoxide and smoke detector in their 
homes and everyone should be sure to 
replace batteries regularly and check the 
expiration dates on the devices. 

Two Carmel Women Rescued from Carbon Monoxide Poisoning
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Dog Protection Law Sought in Southeast
By Neal Rentz

The Town of Southeast, working with 
concerned residents, is seeking legislation 
to protect the welfare of dogs, which 
could be approved early next year.

At the Nov. 16 town board meeting 
Supervisor Tony Hay said he wanted 

residents to work with the town on 
potential legislation that could be 
discussed on Dec. 7. A public hearing 
could potentially be conducted and a 
vote on the legislation could take place in 
January, he said. 

“Put something forward,” he told 

residents last week. 
Resident Eileen McDermott said town 

and state laws are not doing enough 
to protect dogs. Some dogs are kept 
outside in the cold weather months and 
are on short leashes that restrict their 
movement, she said. Even if there are 
outside doghouses, those have openings 
that allow cold air to come in and harm 
dogs, she said.

McDermott stressed that time is of the 
essence to pass a new law to protect dogs 
because the weather was getting colder 
and winter was approaching. McDermott 
said she did not want dogs suffering when 

the temperature gets down to the 20s.
Councilwoman Liz Hudak said Putnam 

Valley has town law to protect dogs that 
Southeast could emulate. Section of 
51-8 “premises and standards of care for 
keeping dogs” states, in part, “All premises 
occupied or used by dogs shall be kept 
in a clean, sanitary condition. Failure 
to provide proper food, fresh water or 
adequate shelter from the elements of 
nature shall be a violation of, and an 
animal may be seized.” 

Councilwoman Lynne Eckardt said she 
was willing to assist concerned citizens to 
come up with legislation to protect dogs. 

By Neal Rentz
The Southeast town board approved 

the 2018 budget on Nov. 16, but not 
without a final bout of verbal jousting.

With Councilman Robert Cullen 
absent, the $16.8 million budget was 
approved 3-1. Supervisor Tony Hay, 
Councilwoman Lynne Eckardt and 
Councilman Edwin Alvarez voted for 
it and Councilwoman Elizabeth Hudak 
voted against it.

Hay’s original budget proposal called 
for an almost 10 percent tax hike. But the 
final budget approved last week includes 
a tax levy increase of only about 1.84 
percent, which meets the state-mandated 
tax cap.

The garbage contract, which will cost 
the town $400,000 more next year, will 
not be included against the tax cap levy, 
in turn lowering the overall budget. 
Instead, that garbage contract, which 
spiked in price from last year to this year, 
will be paid through a homeowner’s fee. 
Town attorney Willis Stephens explained 
previously because the garbage service 
will be used through a user fee, it should 
not count against the tax levy calculation.

The average homeowner will only pay 
about $3.50 more in town property taxes 
next year. 

Hudak said despite the lower tax 
increase she could not support the 2018 
budget. 

“We could have done better,” she said. 
The fund balance of $1.9 million is 

excessive and some of those monies 
should go back to the taxpayers, 
Hudak said. The state recommends that 
municipalities maintain fund balances 
equal to 10 percent of the total budget 
and the town would need a fund balance 
of $1.8 million to meet that figure, she 
said.

Hudak said she could find as much 
as $400,000 in savings in next year’s 
budget by not putting back money into 
the ledger that was not spent this year 
without cutting services.

Hay defended the budget and fund 
balance, noting it was only $96,000 when 
he first took office as supervisor. Hay 
said the fund balance only equal to 12 
percent of the total budget for next year 
and was not excessive. 

Though he supported the 2018 budget, 
Alvarez said the board should have 

sought ways to reduce spending. For 
example, Alvarez said he had proposed 
no longer providing benefits to part-time 
elected officials.

Hudak said she wanted more public 
input when the board considers the 2019 
budget next year. The public should be 
allowed to provide comments beginning 
in September, she said. 

Southeast Town Board OKs Budget Following Final Debate

NEIAL RENTZ PHOTO
Southeast Supervisor Tony Hay and Councilwoman Elizabeth Hudak debated the 2018 town budget for 
one last time on Nov. 16. The spending plan was approved 3-1 with Hudak voting against it. 

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Resident Eileen McDermott called on the Southeast town board to approve legislation to protect dogs at 
the Nov. 16 meeting.
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Medicare&More

If you want help understanding your 2018  
Medicare options, you’ll love chatting with us. 

Talk to us at a FREE meeting to learn how  
you can get more out of your Medicare  
in one convenient plan.
 • Original Medicare Benefits
 • Prescription Drug Coverage
 • Dental and Vision
 • And more

Call today and reserve your seat at a Medicare meeting.  
Bring a friend. Walk-ins welcome.
1-844-879-4369 (TTY users call 711),  
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. in your local time zone Monday – Friday. 

POUGHKEEPSIE
Poughkeepsie Hampton Inn & Suites
2361 South Road
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
11/30
12/4, 12/5

MT KISCO 
Holiday Inn
One Holiday Inn Drive
Mt Kisco, NY 10549
11/30
12/4, 12/5

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS
Elks Lodge
590 Waverly Road
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
11/30
12/4, 12/5

FISHKILL
Ramada Fishkill
542 Route 9
Fishkill, NY 12524
11/30
12/4, 12/5

CARMEL
Nelson’s Tavern at Centennial Golf Club
185 John Simpson Road
Carmel, NY 10512
11/30
12/4, 12/5

All meetings are from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  
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by Medicare 2018

Today’s Options® PPO is a Medicare Advantage plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in Today’s Options® PPO depends on contract renewal. Your call may be  
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services, free of charge, are available to you. Call 1-888-736-7442 (TTY: 711). Spanish: ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de 
asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1-888-736-7442 (TTY: 711). Chinese: 注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助服務。請致電 
1-888-736-7442 (TTY: 711)。
Y0067_GR_AD_CB_0617 CMS Accepted 06/21/2017
©WellCare 2017
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Betty Lanotte
Betty Lanotte, of Brewster, died on 

Monday, November 6, in Purdys. She was 
87 years old. Betty was born on February 
1, 1930 in Weehawken, NJ to Carmelo 
and Concetta (Ferrauto) Giordano. She 
graduated from schools in the Bronx. On 
October 24, 1964, Betty married Savino 
Lanotte at Our Lady of Assumption 
Church in the Bronx. Mr. Lanotte died on 
November 6, 1985. Betty had worked as 
an administrative assistant with Wilcox 
and Gibbs in New York City. Betty had 
enjoyed her family and her faith. She 
loved cooking and listening to music. In 
particular, it was music of today, music 
that her granddaughter Kristina enjoyed, 
that she enjoyed best. Betty is survived 
by her two daughters, Constance (Mark) 
Boldish of Brewster and Christine Lanotte 
of New York City and her granddaughter, 
Kristina Denise McKenzie.

Mary B. Walsh
Mary B. Walsh, age 98, of Mahopac, 

died on Tuesday November 7, at her 
home. She was born in Mahopac on 
February 2, 1919, the daughter of Casper 
and Jennie Benjamin. Mary attended the 
Mahopac Schools and went on to business 
school after graduation. She was excellent 
with numbers and went on to a career in 
bookkeeping. She was a longtime member 

of the Lake Mahopac United Methodist 
Church. She is survived by her daughter 
Joan Mullen, her granddaughter Kathleen 
Mullen and great granddaughter Kayleigh, 
all of Mahopac. She was predeceased by 
her husband John and her sister, Sally 
Peacock.

Karen O. Spallina
Karen O. Spallina of Mahopac (formerly 

of Carmel) died in her home surrounded 
by family on November 9, at the age of 
64. She was born at Mahopac Hospital on 
May 17, 1953, the daughter of Richard and 
Patricia (Conway) Othmer. Karen earned 
her Bachelor’s degree from Monmouth 
University and her Master’s Degree from 
Western Connecticut. Karen was a teacher 
in Dover School District from 1974-1980 
and in Carmel Central School District 
from 1996-2015. Karen lived her entire 
life in Putnam County. She was raised in 
Mahopac and raised her own family in 
Kent Cliffs. Last year, Karen moved to a 
new home on Lake Mahopac—footsteps 
from the hospital where she was born. She 
will be remembered for her light-hearted 
spirit, her creativity, and her witty sense of 
humor. Karen is survived by her husband 
Joseph, her mother Patricia Othmer, 
her children Joseph (Trishia), Matthew 
(Laura), Susan S. Twaddell (Oliver), and 
Jillian Spallina; her siblings Patti Jean 

Wollman (Paul), Richard Othmer, Jr. 
(Irene), and James Othmer (Judy); her 
grandchildren Elizabeth, Annabel, Carly 
Ann, and Savannah; as well as several 
nieces and nephews.

Lorraine Geary
Lorraine Geary, 53, of Mahopac, died 

on November 12, at Somers Manor 
Nursing Home, with her loving family 
by her side.  Mrs. Geary was born on 
November 23, 1963 to Rafael and Rose 
(Serrano) Rodriguez in Manhattan. 
A true Manhattanite, Lorraine 
attended Cathedral High School and 
Manhattanville College.  She married 
the love of her life, Kevin Geary on April 
18, 1998 in St. John’s the Evangelist R.C., 
Church in Mahopac. Before Lorraine 
retired in 2002, she was a Police Officer 
who proudly served and sacrificed her 
life daily for the sake of others with the 
NYPD in the Bronx Task Force.  She was a 
loving, wife, a devoted a mother, daughter, 
sister, aunt, Police Officer and a friend 
to many.  Above anything else, Lorraine 
enjoyed spending time with her family 
and friends. Lorraine is survived by her 
devoted husband, Kevin, her beloved 
mother Rose, four cherished children; 
Christopher Villanueva, Danielle 
Villanueva, Jessica Villanueva and Joseph 
Geary.  She is also survived by her five 

loving siblings; Enid Troy, Cynthia Profit, 
Rafael Rodriguez, Rosann Rodriguez 
and Jennifer Castle and her loving nieces 
and nephews. She is predeceased by 
her beloved father, Rafael Rodriguez.  
Lorraine will be dearly missed by all who 
had known and loved her, yet her legacy 
of love and devotion to family, friends and 
community will continue to grow in our 
hearts.

Kenneth G. Williams
Kenneth G. Williams, 79, of Lake 

Carmel, died on November 13 at Putnam 
Valley Hospital. Kenneth was born on 
January 31st 1938 in Mount Kisco to 
the late William and Eleanor(Cullen) 
Williams. On June 18th 1960 he married 
his beloved wife Susan and together 
they raised five sons; John, Kenneth Jr., 
Robert, Timothy and Brian. In his early 
years Kenneth served as a Seaman for 
the United States Navy from 1957-1961. 
Later in life Kenneth worked as a machine 
welder for Harrick Scientific in Ossining.  
He was a parishioner of Our Lady of the 
Lake in Carmel. Ken is survived by his 
wife Susan and five loving sons; John, 
Kenneth Jr., Robert, Timothy and Brian.  
Ken is also survived by his sister Patricia 
Jones, five grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren

Spending time in Putnam, from town 
board meetings to countywide events, 
listening to plans for multimillion dollar 
development to codifying laws on animal 
cruelty, it becomes clear that this is a 
special place with great potential.

Putnam’s size, geographically and its 
population, offer a unique opportunity to 
experiment and test 21st century ideas, 
infrastructure, energy and economics, 
including job creation and all that entails.

It is possible to imagine test communities 
that come off the energy grid and become 
self sufficient, it is possible to see the 
county explore different transportation 
models that keep the 19th and 20th 
century roadways and infrastructure 
from breaking down, getting even more 
over crowded and becoming ever more 
costly to keep in good repair.

Creative thinking, a long term strategic 
plan that takes advantage of new and 

upcoming technology and public/private/
local/county/state partnerships could 
become, not only a model for New York, 
but for the nation.

There are times when being small 
can come in handy, when it allows for 
flexibility and a new mindset for the 
community at large.

With the vast changes taking place at 
home and around the world, it would be 
a shame if Putnam missed this chance 

at drawing its own future and capturing 
moment in time.

Robert Kesten
Candidate New York State Senate  
40th District

Editor’s note: Kesten, a Democrat, 
announced his bid for the 40th Senate 
seat earlier this year. Republican Terrence 
Murphy currently holds the seat.
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Cost-saving benefits, personalized care 
Medicare Advantage 
Plans for 2018

Annual Election Period (AEP) is October 15 - December 7, 2017 

Call us today! 1-800-860-8707 TTY: 1-800-558-1125
Monday–Sunday, 8:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. from October 1–February 14

Monday–Friday, 8:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. from February 15–September 30

www.fideliscare.org@fideliscare H3328_FC 17126 Accepted

Benefit
Original 

Medicare1

Fidelis Medicare 
Advantage Flex 

(HMO-POS)

Fidelis Medicare 
$0 Premium (HMO)

Monthly Part B Premium2 $134 $38 $0

Flex Benefit None $400/year None

Part B Deductible $183 None None

PCP Copay 20% $5 $15

Specialist Copay 20% $30 $45

Outpatient Surgery in a Hospital or  
Ambulatory Surgical Center 20% $360 $360

Lab Tests $0 or 20% $20 $20

X-rays 20% $10 $10

Inpatient Copay $1,316
$360/day for days 1-5, per 

admission
$360/day for days 1-5,  

per admission

Part D Prescription Drug Coverage No
Yes, with $0 copay for 

preferred generics  
$125 deductible

Yes, with $0 copay for  
preferred generics

$0 deductible

Preventive Dental None Yes Yes

Hearing Device Discounts through TruHearing3 No Yes Yes

Money-saving Programs through My Advocate4 No Yes Yes

1These are 2017 amounts and may change for 2018. 2You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. 3Fidelis Care partners 
with TruHearing for discounted purchases of hearing devices. 4My Advocate Program, offered through a company called Altegra, 
connects members to money-saving programs, discounts, and services that may be available.  Premiums, copays, coinsurance, and 
deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help you receive. Please contact the plan for further details. This is not a complete 
listing of plans available in your service area. For a complete listing, contact the plan. The benefit information provided is a brief 
summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more information, contact the plan. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions 
may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on January 1 of each 
year. This information is available for free in other languages. Please contact our Member Services number at 1-800-860-8707 
(TTY: 1-800-558-1125). Fidelis Care is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State 
Department of Health Medicaid program. Enrollment in Fidelis Care depends on contract renewal.
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By Neal Rentz
Since 2013, Martial Arts Unlimited in 

Yorktown has provided more than just 
martial arts training. It has also been 
providing guidance in positive life skills.

Martial Arts Unlimited is an 
independent business that is co-owned 
by Davin Sessa of Mahopac and William 
Connolly of Somers.

The main focus of Martial Arts 
Unlimited is Taekwondo, which 
originated in Korea. “It’s been practiced 
for a couple of thousand years now,” Sessa 
noted last week. “In the last decade it 
actually became an Olympic sport. “

“Taekwondo has a lot of footwork 
involved. So, the practice is around a lot 
of kicking techniques,” Sessa said. “If you 
look at karate it’s a little more focused 
on hand techniques. Judo is a little more 
of throwing and being on the ground. 
Taekwondo is more of a standup art.”

Sessa, who also teaches at his facility, 
has been practicing Taekwondo since 
the age of five. “I’m thankful to have 
had some great instructors over my 
lifetime,” he said. “I noticed the benefits 
of Taekwondo personally when I went 
away to college when most kids are totally 
free to do whatever they want to do with 
no parental supervision. And seeing 

how a lot of people acted and I saw how 
I was able to be responsible. I did all my 
homework. I had my fun too, but I always 
did my work first.”

Sessa said Taekwondo teaches valuable 
life skills. “It helps a lot of people with 
confidence. We talk about respect. In 
someone’s first class we talk about respect. 
We talk about self-control.  We talk about 
cooperation. We talk about perseverance,” 
he said. “Parents are very on board with 
our discussions that we have with all of 

the students.”
Classes are for children four and up 

and adults, Sessa said. Sessa noted he and 
his partner chose the Yorktown location 
because “The stars aligned for this place.”

Sessa, who has a financial practice in 
the daytime, was in a business meeting 
and some of his clients who own the Old 
Tomahawk St. building said space was 
available.

Most of the facility’s customers live in 
Yorktown and Somers, Sessa said.

Sessa said he and his partner had 
straightforward goals for their business. 
“We’re just always looking to expand and 
get to the next stage,” he said. “We’re just 
looking to acquire more students each 
and every month and each and every 
year.”

Martial Arts Unlimited is located at 2 
Old Tomahawk St. in Yorktown. For more 
information call 914-479-5151, visit www.
MAUsomers.com or send an e-mail to 
SomersMAU@gmail.com. The business 
also has a Facebook page.

Martial Arts Unlimited 
Yorktown

Business 

of the Week

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Davin Sessa of  Mahopac (left) and William Connolly of  Somers are co-owners of  Martial Arts Unlimited 
in Yorktown.

The Putnam   
Humane Society 

A Super Sweet Boy Looking  
for a Loving Home!  

Leroy 

Remember, It’s November
Call Sclafani

Before Decem-Burr!!
Generators, Complete High Efficiency 

Heating & Cooling Systems & more! 
Licensed, insured and bonded! Quality guaranteed!

845 628-1330
sclafanienergy.com634 Main Street, Peekskill at the INN on the HUDSON

For more info thevuepeekskill.com
914-734-5050

50% OFF
$50 & $100 
GIFT CARDS

 VUE’s
BLACK FRIDAY

Book Your 
Holiday Parties Now

Open Christmas Eve and 
New Years Eve
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NOT BASIC!
ONLY ONE 
AVAILABLE

23D PACKAGE, COLD 
WEATHER, REMOTE START, 

HEATED SEATS, PANORAMIC 
SUNROOF, STK#17448J

MSRP $34,050

$1995
DOWN

$2995
DOWN

$283 $224
$0

DOWN

$194FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS

NEW 2018 JEEP

CHEROKEE LATITUDE PLUS

BLACK FRIDAY SAVINGS 
ALL MONTH LONG!

If A Deal Looks Too Good To Be True... You Better Read Their Fine Print!

RT. 9A & 129 • CROTON ON HUDSON
Hours: Mon-Thurs 8:30-8  Fri & Sat 8:30-6 Sun 11-4

914-271-5100 
crotonautopark.com

ALL-NEW 2018

JEEP COMPASS 
LATITUDE 4X4

ONLY ONE IN STOCK AT THIS PRICE!!
27J PACKAGE, CLOTH INTERIOR, COLD WEATHER PACKAGE, 

REMOTE START, HEATED SEATS, 4CYL, AUTOMATIC, 
STK#17499J   MSRP $28,930

4X4 • BEST 
SELLING SUV 

EVER!
28E PACKAGE, 18” WHEELS, 
8.4 RADIO, 6CYL, BACK-UP 

CAMERA,  AND MORE. 
STK#117497J
MSRP $35,990

NEW 2018 JEEP

GRAND CHEROKEE LAREDO

$1995
DOWN

$2995
DOWN

$293 $233
$0

DOWN

$203FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS

BEWARE! Of The Other Guys ZERO MILE LEASEOFFER!

 *24/27/39 MONTHS  MONTH LEASE WITH $0, $1995 OR $2995 DOWN PLUS FIRST PAYMENT & $695  BANK FEE  DUE AT SIGNING. SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY PRIMARY LENDER.  TOTAL PAYMENTS MONTHLY PAYMENT = Payment X Months. OPTIONAL FINAL PAYMENT, RAM QUAD $20743, RAM CREW $21655, PACIFICA $17378, WRANGLER $25116, 
RENEGADE $12406, CHEROKEE $13972, COMPASS $18762, GRAND CHEROKEE $20781,  10K   MILE ALLOWANCE. UP TO 25¢ MILE OVERAGE, TAX TITLE, TAGS ADDITIONAL. LESSEE RESP.  FOR WEAR AND MAINTENANCE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PRICES INCLUDE INCENTIVESRAM QUAD $5250 LEASE CASH, 500 
CCAP, 1500 BONUS CASH, CREW CAB, $6000 LEASE CASH, $500 CCAP, $1000 BONUS CASH, PACIFICA, $2500 LEASE CASH, $$500 CCAP, $1000 NEBC, RENEGADE $1570 IDL, $3500 LEASE CASH, $500 NE BONUS, CHROKKE, $2250 LEASE CASH, $1000 LEASE CASH, $500 CCAP, $500 JEEP CELEBCOMPASS, $500 BONUS CASH, $1000 CONQUEST 
CASH, GRAND CHEROKEE $500 LEASE CASH, $1000 CON CASH,   ALL VEHICLE LISTED -$500 CONQUEST LEASE OR CFC RETURN LEASE MUST EXPIRE PRIOR TO 10/5/18 NO TURN IN REQUIRED FOR CONQUEST RETURN LEASE.  SEE US FOR DETAILS .  OTHER INCENTIVE S MAY APPLY,  MUST BE CREDIT QUALIFIED A+ TIER MUST PRESENT 
AD FOR SALE PRICE. MUST TAKE DELIVERY BY 11/30/17

ONLY ONE IN 
STOCK AT THIS 

PRICE!!
27J PACKAGE, COLD 

WEATHER GROUP, REMOTE 
START, HEATED SEATS, 

4CYL, AUTO, STK#17194J
MSRP $31,150

$1995
DOWN

$2995
DOWN

$304 $250
$0

DOWN

$220FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS

NEW 2017 JEEP

RENEGADE LATITUDE 4X4
THE MOST FUN 
YOU CAN HAVE 

IN A 4X4! 
ONE AVAILABLE

24S, CONNECTIVITY, HARD 
TOP, SIDE STEPS, AUTO, 

6CYL, STK#17160J 
MSRP $38,865

$1995
DOWN

$2995
DOWN

$323 $268
$0

DOWN

$238FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS

NEW 2017 JEEP

WRANGLER 4 DOOR SPORT

OVER $35,000 
MSRP!

ONE AVAILABLE!
27L PACKAGE, LEATHER, 
SAFETY PCKG, 8.4 TOUCH 

SCREEN, DVD PLAYER AND 
MORE STK#5638C 

MSRP $37,780
$1995

DOWN
$2995

DOWN

$333 $283
$0

DOWN

$253FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS

NEW 2017 CHRYSLER

PACIFICA TOURING L

$183
ONLY 24 MONTH LEASE!

NO BANK FEE ONLY $1995 DOWN

$273

NEW 2017 RAM

RAM 1500 CREW CAB 4X4
BLACK 
EXPRESS 
EDITION!
BLACK EXPRESS  
PACKAGE, AUTO, 4X4. 
LED BED LIGHTING, 
BLACK SIDE STEPS, 
20” WHEELS  
STK#12108T, 
MSRP $45,775

ONLY 27 MONTH 
LEASE

WITH $1995 
DOWN

EXPRESS 4X4 
ALL WHEEL 
DRIVE!
27J, EXPRESS  
PACKAGE, AUTOMATIC, 
4X4. SPRAY ON BED 
LINER, POWER 
WINDOWS AND 
LOCKS,  STK#12091T, 
MSRP $43,215

NEW 2017 RAM

RAM 1500 QUAD CAB 4X4

$233 ONLY 27 MONTH 
LEASE

WITH $1995 
DOWN
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fire department of lackadaisical oversight.
“Since the discovery of the theft 

the Town Board has treated the fire 
department as criminals rather than the 
victims of a crime,” Scott said. “We have 
received no support from the Town Board. 
Except during election time, that is. Then, 
it seems, we’re everybody’s friends.” 

Scott said he believes the town board 
is punishing residents by shortchanging 
their fire protection, calling it “mean 
spirited and short sighted.”

“As far as we are concerned, it endangers 

public safety,” Scott said. 
But Schmitt strongly rebuked those 

statements from Scott. He said it was “the 
farthest thing from the truth” that town 
board members see the fire department 
volunteers as criminals. He doesn’t want 
an “us against them” mentality between 
the two entities. He stressed the town is 
trying to work with the department and 
the strained relationship should not be 
blamed on the town.

“That was totally inappropriate 
and unnecessary,” Schmitt said. “We 
appreciate everything the fire department 
has done for the community.”

continued from page 4

Across
1. Short for “Public house” or new 
Yorktown bar, The ___
4. To each his ___
7. Trio before U
10. Sun Devils’ sch.
11. Actress Long
12. Emirates, for short
13. Inherent
15. Fed. construction overseer
16. An intense beam of light or Yorktown
dance studio
18. “ER” extras
19. “Moves like a butterfly, stings like a 
__”
20. French cordial flavoring
22. Purges
23. ___ Vegas
24. Falcon film
25. Get concealed beneath
28. “___ recall ...”
29. Capitol meeting
32. Babydoll
33. Poker call
34. Taoist energy
35. Compass direction
36. Nutritional inits.
37. Huffington Post owner

Down
1. ____ gow poker
2. SEAL’s group
3. Friends

4. Liver accompaniment
5. Dies, of a plant
6. Abbr. in many org. names
7. Tough
8. Cummerbunds
9. Milk source
14. Riot against government
17. Waders
20. Country singer Krauss
21. Chuck Berry title girl
22. Moses water
24. Weak-___ (lacking resolution)
25. Chemistry Nobelist Otto
26. Abbr. in old atlases
27. Costa ___
30. Triumphant cry
31. Zilch

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 19

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Mahopac FD Protests Level 
Funding from Town

December 1 is World AIDS Day, a 
date set aside to increase awareness 
of the magnitude of the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic around the world and a time 
to remember loved ones who have died 
as a result of AIDS-related illnesses. To 
commemorate this annual international 
observance, the Putnam County 
Department of Health is offering free 
rapid HIV testing and education on 
Friday, December 1, from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m., at 1 Geneva Road, Brewster, 
NY. Results take just 20 minutes and 
no appointment is necessary. Testing 
for Hepatitis C, another viral infection 
that can be spread through contact with 
infected blood, will also be available at 
the same time. 

Although new treatments and 
technologies have slowed the progression 
of HIV to AIDS, the disease remains a 
major health problem both in the U.S. 
and worldwide. Advances such as rapid 
HIV testing and anti-viral drugs allow 
people with HIV to live long, healthy, 
and productive lives. However there is 
still no vaccine or cure. Early diagnosis 
is the key to early treatment. The only 
way for an individual to know if he or 
she has HIV is to be tested.

“Early, appropriate treatment can 
make all the difference in the quality 
and length of life for someone infected 
with the HIV virus,” said Interim 
Commissioner of Health Michael 
Nesheiwat, M.D. “Early testing and 
diagnosis is not just important for an 
individual’s health, but also from the 
public heath standpoint of protecting 
others.” 

Many adults are not tested for HIV 
because they do not feel sick and they 
don’t think they are “at risk.” However, 
in the early stages of HIV infection, a 
person may not show any illness. The 
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and 
Prevention in Atlanta estimates that 1.1 
million individuals in the United States 
are living with HIV and one in seven 
of those infected do not know they are 
HIV positive. As more people live with 
the disease, the chance of becoming 
infected increases. Despite this, large 
scale prevention efforts have led to fewer 
new infections in recent years. Getting 
tested is a first step towards prevention.

For more information about HIV or 
Hepatitis C testing, or their prevention, 
contact the Health Department at (845) 
808-1390.

Health Dept. Hosts Free HIV 
Testing on World AIDS Day
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Think of the holiday season and answer 
this question: The holidays are the only 
time of year I do ... what?

Maybe it’s the only time of year you set 
up a Christmas tree, hang mistletoe or 
travel to a certain destination. For many, 
the holidays are also the only time of year 
that you prepare the traditional holiday 
meal.

And that can lead to trouble.
Each year in the U.S., one in six 

people will experience food poisoning. 
There are 48 million illnesses, 128,000 
hospitalizations and 3,000 patient deaths 
that can be traced back to foodborne 
pathogens, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. It’s 
especially dangerous for young children, 
the elderly, pregnant women and others 
with weakened immune systems.

Improper food preparation is one of the 
most common causes of food poisoning, 
and the risk increases during the holidays 
when people try to make lavish meals 
they would otherwise not prepare. To 
help keep you and your family safe 
this season, The Partnership for Food 
Safety Education - supported by Cargill, 
Costco Wholesale and the Frozen Food 

Foundation - is launching The Story of 
Your Dinner campaign and sharing safe 
preparation tips for a holiday staple: the 
turkey dinner.

Preparing the perfect Thanksgiving 
turkey this season
•	 Plan for one pound of meat per person. 

If a frozen turkey works best for you, 
allow the bird to thaw for several days 
in the refrigerator. Generally, you will 
need to plan one day for every four 
pounds of turkey to ensure your bird 
completely thaws. While your turkey is 
thawing, keep it on the bottom shelf in 
a rimmed baking pan to prevent juices 
from spreading.

•	 Do not rinse your raw turkey. Rinsing 
the turkey is not a safety step and can 
increase the risk of spreading bacteria 
to the sink and other surfaces.

•	 For optimum safety, cook stuffing 
in a casserole. Because stuffing is an 
excellent medium for bacterial growth, 
it’s important to handle it safely and 
cook it to a safe minimum internal 
temperature (at least 165 F) as measured 
with a food thermometer.

•	 Cook your turkey to at least 165 F 

and always use a food thermometer 
to ensure your turkey reaches this safe 
internal temperature.

•	 When checking to see if your turkey is 
done, insert the food thermometer into 
the innermost part of the thigh and 
wing and the thickest part of the breast.

•	 Put extra turkey, stuffing and other 
leftovers in the fridge within 2 hours. 
Consume, freeze or discard leftovers 

within 3 or 4 days.
The annual turkey dinner is a seasonal 

staple. A little extra preparation can make 
the meal as satisfying and enjoyable as 
the rest of the holidays. To learn more 
about safe food preparation and find 
a complete turkey roasting chart, visit 
StoryofYourDinner.org.

Courtesy of Brandpoint Content.

Prepare the Perfect Turkey for Your Thanksgiving Meal

To:   Jonathan Garcia      Email/Fax: jonathanbcfh@gmail.com 
The following is a Proof of your ad that will appear in the St James Directory. Please respond with your approval or 
changes by 10/3/2016, so we are sure that your ad will run correctly for the year.
This proof was sent to you by LPi’s Design department. Please respond to our Customer Service department, not your sales representative. 
Customer Service can be reached at 1-800-477-4574 EXT. 6234 OR cle-adcopy@4LPi.com.

PROOF

St. James the Apostle
Directory Proof 

Garcia2144 (03-1199-0012)

Thank you for your business. This proof is for your protection. It is your opportunity to catch any errors made during the processing of your ad. LPi is not responsible for any error that is not 
marked. All photographs, copy, layout, design and reproductions are the sole property of LPi and  may not be reproduced or redistributed in any manner
whatsoever. Colors of this proof may not accurately reflect the printed publication.

This ad will be printed
as shown unless changes

are indicated.4560 East 71st St. • Cuyahoga 
Heights, OH 44105
Fax: 216-325-6872

1-800-477-4574 EXT. 6234
adcopy@4LPi.com

Joseph J. Balsamo
Jonathan W. Garcia - Licensed Manager 

John R. Balsamo

NYS Specialized Funeral Directors

Balsamo-Cordovano Funeral Home
(845) 225-2144 • 15 Church Street, Carmel. NY

Balsamo Funeral Home
(718) 597-8380 • 3188 Westchester Avenue, Bronx, NY

Harrison Funeral Home
(914) 835-0284 • 329 Halstead Avenue, Harrison, NY

JonathanBCFH@gmail.com

- Pre-need Specialists - Cremation Packages
- 3rd Generation, 75 years established

- Large Parking Area
WE SUPPORT:

Our Lady of the Lakes Knights of Columbus - Carmel Police Dept.
Carmel Fire Dept. -   Carmel Veteran Organizations

FAMILY OWNED AND MANAGED

Balsamo-Cordovano Funeral Home
(845) 225-2144 • 15 Church Street, Carmel. NY

Balsamo Funeral Home
(718) 597-8380 • 3188 Westchester Avenue, Bronx, NY

Harrison Funeral Home
(914) 835-0284 • 329 Halstead Avenue, Harrison, NY

JonathanBCFH@gmail.com

- Pre-need Specialists - Cremation Packages

Happy � anksgiving to Our Friends & Neighbors!

Happy Thanksgiving To All Our Friends & Neighbors!

Unique Gifts, 
Wooden Toys, 

Games and 
Puzzles for the 
Whole Family

Featuring Eco-Friendly 
and Products 

Made in the USA

86 Main Street, Cold Spring, NY • gifthut06@aim.com • 845.297.3786
Visit us:  Friday, Saturday & Sunday 10am - 6pm
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Mahopac Boy Scouts 
Fundraise for Troops

Family Owned and Operated
“Our Reputation Is Our Greatest Asset”

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

(845) 279-8809
Quality & Service

Lic: #93

EXCAVATING CONTRACTORS

SEPTIC SYSTEMS INSTALLED • REPAIRED • CLEANED

• CURTAIN DRAINS
• WATERLINES
• LAND DRAINAGE
• SITEWORK
• UNDER ROAD BORING

• ELECTRIC SNAKING
• SEWER HOOKUPS

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL

• RADIO DETECTION SERVICES

www.tyndallseptic.com

TYNDALL
SEPTIC SYSTEMS INC.

Since 1968

Happy 
Thanksgiving 

To Our Friends!

Dain’s  - 1905 Dain’s  - 1905 

 

Happy 
Thanksgiving 

to All!

ALL FUEL CO.
The Shelley Family
Home Heating Fuel
1606 Rte 22, Brewster
• Burner Sales, Service 
  & Installation
• Tank Removal & Installation
• Propane Available for 
  Cooking   & Heating

845-278-7312

<=<=<=<=

Our Nation is blessed
to have a holiday

devoted to gratitude!

<=<=<=<=

From our Family to yours,
we wish you a Safe and
Happy Thanksgiving.

Your Complete Automotive Service Center

PAB Examiner Thanksgiving:Layout 1  11/17/16  4:26 PM  Page 1

PROVIDED PHOTO

Less than a couple weeks before Thanksgiving, Boy Scouts Pack 71 
of  Mahopac collected supplies for United for the Troops to be sent 
to the brave men and women of  the armed forces. The supplies 
requested by United for the Troops included snacks, toiletries, games, 
books, magazines, DVDs, and sporting goods. 
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FEEHAN 
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

P.O. BOX 870, CARMEL, 
NY 10512

(845) 278-7070
Fax (845) 278-2886

Matthew, Terence & Christopher Feehan

Your Source For 
Home Insurance

Happy Thanksgiving 
to Our friends

P.O. BOX 870, CARMEL, 

(845) 278-7070
Happy Thanksgiving 

www.putnamdinerny.com 

Full Catering Menu
Private Parties Up to 30 People
Take Out and Home Catering

Happy

Thanksgiving to 

All Our Friends! 

 

 
HARVEY BUILDING PRODUCTS  “Exclusive Area Dealer” 

 

*Coupon must 
   be shown at time     

of estimate. 

2011 

 

 
HARVEY BUILDING PRODUCTS  “Exclusive Area Dealer” 

 

*Coupon must 
   be shown at time     

of estimate. 

2011 

FINANCING 
OPTIONS FROM

WC. Lic. #10415H99
P.C. Lic. #1817
YNK 307 
H-12519-07-23-00

 

 
HARVEY BUILDING PRODUCTS  “Exclusive Area Dealer” 

 

*Coupon must 
   be shown at time     

of estimate. 

2011 

 

 
HARVEY BUILDING PRODUCTS  “Exclusive Area Dealer” 

 

*Coupon must 
   be shown at time     

of estimate. 

2011 

H-12519-07-23-00 • WC10415H99 • Lic# PC-1817

 

 
HARVEY BUILDING PRODUCTS  “Exclusive Area Dealer” 

 

*Coupon must 
   be shown at time     

of estimate. 

2011 

PLUMBING • HEATING • WATER TREATMENT
845-278-0300 • fossatiplumbing.com

Let Fossati fix your potty

A Full-service, Family-owned and Operated, Licensed and Insured Plumbing Company.

Serving Putnam, Dutchess & Westchester Counties

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

Happy 
Thanksgiving

Ask About Our
Conditional 
Guarantee

1-800-479- 7625

Happy 
Thanksgiving 

to Friends! 

www.electricsnakeanddrainny.com

SINCE 1975
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Except for those dastardly 
swinging doors, which I never 
liked and think are one of 
the world’s most dangerous 
inventions, every door needs 
something to grab on to in 
order to be opened and closed.

It’s that round or oval device 
that you rarely think about, 
even though you wrap your 
hand around it 100 times or 
more a day. 

After I read recently that 
there are about 2,000,000 germs 
per square inch on the average 
doorknob and the experience 
of showing a buyer client too 
many houses during flu season, 
I became very aware of every 
doorknob I touched and really started to 
scrub my hands many times a day.

Readers of this column know that I’m 
a movie buff and much of what I learned 
about home life started from old movies. 
One of these was a Judy Garland film 
called “Presenting Lilli Mars,” which was 
an adaptation of a Booth Tarkington 
novel of the same name. It was a silly 
enough storyline with a subplot that really 
galled me involving Garland’s character’s 
younger brother who had a strange hobby 
of collecting doorknobs that he would 
steal from people’s homes. Where was the 
moral compass of that Midwestern family, 

I thought, in dismissing the 
criminal behavior of that rascal 
as something cute, especially 
since it involved stealing an 
essential item that provides 
access and egress around the 
house?

The doorknob is an 
ingenious little device actually. 
The traditional knob itself 
has a bolt or spindle running 
through it that sits just above a 
cylinder, to which the spindle 
is connected. Turning the 
knob pulls the cylinder in the 
direction of the turn. The end 
of the cylinder is a latch that 
protrudes into a space that is 
carved out of the door frame 

and prevents the door from being opened 
if the knob is not turned. The mechanism 
is a little more complex than I’m describing 
here, but I’ll leave further understanding 
to the technicians among us.

Interestingly, America didn’t produce 
doorknobs or any hardware at all until 
well after the American Revolution 
because of England’s stranglehold on 
manufacturing and restrictive trade 
practices. The colonies were permitted 
only to supply the motherland with the 
raw materials needed to produce the 
finished manufactured products that 
would be sold back to us, including door 

latches, doorknobs and all other hardware 
used in this country.

After the Revolution, America’s 
ingenuity came into play and its agrarian 
society was balanced with rising 
industrialization. The first major invention 
influencing the production of doorknobs 
in America was the invention of the glass 
pressing machine, patented in 1826. It 
permitted the first truly decorative and 
mass produced pressed glass doorknob in 
America.

I love how history influences our use 
of materials. For instance, by Victorian 
times, the popularity of glass doorknobs 
was overtaken by the use of metals – iron, 
brass and bronze. But in 1917, following 
the outbreak of World War I, glass became 
wildly popular once more since all metals 
were allocated for the manufacturing of 
planes and wartime materials. Glass knobs 
remained popular throughout World War 
II, but by the 1950s, preference reverted to 
metals.

Today, the choices are nearly limitless in 
the styles and shapes of knobs and levers, 
as well as finishes to suit every décor. 
You can choose from satin nickel, aged 
bronze, bright brass, antique brass, bright 
chrome, brushed chrome, antique pewter, 
distressed nickel, matte black, oil-rubbed 
bronze and satin stainless steel.

And how’s this for a look into the future? 
The doorknob may disappear altogether. 

In Vancouver, Canada, businesses and 
residents are required to install only lever-
style door handles in new buildings. While 
all existing homes, offices and businesses 
are grandfathered, all new construction 
require levers instead of doorknobs to 
accommodate individuals with physical 
disabilities who find doorknobs difficult 
to manipulate. In my home, all doors have 
levers.

I am reminded of a personal story about 
my wife Margaret, whose native tongue 
is Lithuanian, though few people would 
detect any trace of an accent today. Within 
that ancient language are some quaint 
expressions that don’t translate very well 
into English, but she still uses some of 
them on occasion. For instance, if one 
were expecting to visit a friend but found 
no one home, the Lithuanian expression 
would be that you were able only to “kiss 
the doorknob.” 

Considering that there are 2,000,000 
germs per square inch, that might be 
considered germ warfare!

Bill Primavera has enjoyed a career 
as a writer and publicist, and he is now 
a Realtor® associated with William 
Raveis Real Estate, specializing in upper 
Westchester and Putnam Counties.  To 
engage the services of The Home Guru to 
market your home for sale, call 914-522-
2076.

The Doorknob: One of the World’s Greatest Inventions

It’s Friday night. 
My wife and I are 
settling in for one 
of our favorite ways 
to unwind for the 
weekend: pizza, 
wine and a flick.

We began this 
tradition in the 
days of VHS rentals 
at Blockbuster (yes, 

it’s been that long) and powerful red 
California Zinfandels. Today, we have 
so many more choices. From video on 
demand through our cable provider to 
downloads from Apple TV, Netflix and 
Amazon, the selections are unlimited, as 
are the genres.

Until a few years ago, one of the more 
limited genres was wine-themed movies. 
No longer. Every few months my wife 
and I are in the mood for something 
different, perhaps a wine documentary 
or a fictionalized tale of wine adventure. 

This week I present for your 
consideration an abbreviated 
compendium of several wine-centric 
movies available for in-home viewing. 
Dozens more are in circulation. Contact 
me for a more complete listing. 

I’ve cataloged these movies into four 
broad categories.
1. Fictionalized Tales

Sideways (2004). Please don’t tell 

me you haven’t seen 
this yet. Miles and Jack 
on their bachelor party 
fling through Santa 
Barbara wine country. 
Singlehandedly elevated 
Pinot Noir to star level 
while pummeling Merlot 
into an also-ran.  

Bottle Shock (2008). A high budget, big 
production Hollywood movie that offers 
background and insights into the 1976 
Judgment of Paris wine competition, 
coupled with a love story and several 
other subplots. A reasonable portrayal 
of the coming-out party for California 
Chardonnay and Cabernet Sauvignon. 

You Will be My Son (2011). A brooding, 
disturbing tale of a tyrannical Bordeaux 
father who scorns his son as winery 
heir in favor of an unrelated townie. 
Each minute swings from touching to 
antagonistic to vengeful. 
2. Documentaries That Seem Like 
Movies

Sour Grapes (2016). An insider 
collector who became the darling of 
high-end collectors and then duped 
them of millions of dollars by selling 
them counterfeit wines. Yes, truth can be 
stranger than fiction. 

Barolo Boys. The Story of a Revolution 
(2014). Age-old tale of young rebels pitted 
against old traditionalists. Interesting 

plot twists and turns. 
Mondovino (2004). 

Big producers and 
influential critics impact, 
even control, the wine 
world. Small, artisanal 
winemakers are caught in 
the dilemma.

Burgundy: People With a Passion for 
Wine (2016). The perspective in this film 
is to drill down into the lives and times 
of the farmers who produce a number 
of the most famous wines in the world. 
It demystifies the rarified reputation 
fostered by high-end collectors.
3. Documentaries for the Wine Nerds

Somm (2012). A behind-the-scenes 
look at a group of wine lovers-turned-
students preparing for, and then sitting 
for, the grueling exam for certification 
as a prestigious Master Sommelier. Filled 
with anxiety, doubt and a burning passion 
to scale the Mount Everest of wine 
achievement, each candidate is followed 
in their pursuit of wine knowledge and 
distinction.     

Somm: Into the Bottle (2015). The 
sequel (in name only) to the 2012 movie, 
examines the backdrop to the elements 
that go into a bottle of wine. Along the 
way, the director interviewed several 
famous winemakers at their wineries. 
And of course, there are Somms 
interspersed throughout the movie, 

tasting, explaining and interviewing.
Decanted: A Winemaker’s Journey 

(2016). A new release that explores the 
glamorous and agricultural components 
of world-renowned Napa Valley, from the 
perspective of a startup operation. Just 
the cinematography is worth the price of 
the rental.
4. Panoramic Documentaries That 
Combine Winemaking and Landscapes

At one 100-plus minutes, a single 
viewing of a virtual tour through the 
history, landscape, culture and wineries 
of a number of the world’s famous wine 
regions. Immerse yourself in these high-
definition, enthralling viewings: A Year in 
Burgundy (2013); A Year in Champagne 
(2014); amd A Year in Port (2016)

This Friday, I encourage you to order a 
pizza and open a favorite bottle of pizza 
wine, then sit back, relax with a glass in 
one hand and a slice in the other, and rent 
one of the above movies. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine.

Spending a Friday Night at the Movies With Pizza and Wine

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
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The Putnam Valley Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps. is currently accepting 
new members into its Youth Corps. 
All interested youth age 14 – 18 are 
welcome to join, or to just come for a 
visit and learn more about the program. 
The Youth Corps. meets at the Putnam 
Valley Volunteer Ambulance Corps.’ 
headquarters (usually) on the 1st and 3rd 
Sunday of each month from 11 a.m. – 1 
p.m. Along with learning and practicing 
skills, there is plenty of opportunity 
for community service, leadership 
experience, special trips, guests and 
fun. Youth Corps. members age 17 and 
above may be eligible to become riding 
members with the Senior Corps as well.  
For more information, contact the Youth 
Corps. at Youth@PVVAC.org 

The Craft Showcase and Sale at the 
Putnam Arts Council is unique in its 
selection process, featuring the work of 
hand-picked artisans from throughout 
the Hudson Valley.  The sale kicks off 
with a festive Members Preview on Friday 
Dec. 1, 3 p.m.-8 p.m., and opens to the 
public Saturday 12-2 through Sunday 12-
10, from 12-5 p.m. daily, with extended 
shopping hours Thursday, 12-7 from 
noon-7 p.m.  Free admission and free 
parking plus the opportunity to support 

local artists and designers while benefiting 
our local economy, add up to holiday joy 
for all.  Come and Celebrate the Season 
with us, visit this annual event where you 
can browse, buy and be inspired. Contact 
the Arts Council to facilitate a private 
shopping experience for a group or club, 
845-803-8622.

Vendors Needed: Vendors Needed 
Christmas Bazaar Saturday, December 
2nd St. James the Apostle School Gym 
Contact Barbara Howard at 914-980-
7122 for more detail information.  
Tuesday: 

Spotlight Family Support Group: 
Mahopac Library, Periodical Room 6:45 
p.m.-8 p.m. Nov 21st, Dec. 5th & Dec. 
19th.  This is a guided recurring support 
group for family and friends suffering 
with the effects of a loved one that has a 
problem with drugs or alcohol.  For more 
information contact Drug Crisis in our 
Backyard 845-842-1212. No registration 
is required. 
Wednesdays: 

The Putnam County Marine Corps 
League:  Monthly meeting  at the Carmel 
VFW Hall, 36 Gleneida Ave. (Rte.52) 
Carmel, NY  at 1930 on the second 
Wednesday of the month. (10/11/17) If 
you are a U.S. Marine or FMF Corpsmen 

Veteran, Reservist or on Active Duty, we 
welcome you as a Brother. View us at 
www.putnammcl.com
Thursdays: 

Brewster American Legion Meetings 
- The American Legion Argonne Post 71 
holds its monthly meeting at 7 p.m. on 
the third Tuesday of each month at the 
Brewster Elks Club. If you are interested 
in joining or would like more info, call 
Bill Miller at 845-406-2533.

Drawing Inspired by Nature: Reed 
Library through December 14, 10 a.m. 
to noon.  With pencil, colored pencil, 
pastel, and charcoal participants will 
explore proportion, color and value while 
drawing birds, animals, landscapes, and 
botanicals.  Registration required, please 
call the library to register, 845-225-2439.
Fridays

Joy OF Dance:  dance/movement 
therapy for people with Parkinson’s 
Disease.  Joy of Dance is a dance/
movement therapy group for people 
with Parkinson’s Disease. This on-
going group meets every Friday, 10 
a.m.-11 a.m. at the Seven Star School of 
Performing Arts, Brewster.  To register 
contact Marie Carstens at 347-742-6591 
or email at mccarstens21@yahoo.com. 
Pre-registration is required. Sessions are 
$15 per person, a caregiver or loved one 
is encouraged to join for an additional $5

Art on Display “ALPHABETICA”, A 
FiberArt Show AT Mahopac Library:  A 
is for Antelope, B is for Buttons, and C 
is for Collage in this new show entitled 
“Alphabetica” which features handcrafted 
and quilted items created by the FiberArt 
Northeast Group.  Twenty-six fabric 
pieces, representing each letter of the 
alphabet, are currently on view in the 
Third Floor Gallery at Mahopac Library; 
the show will remain on display through 
November 28 and can be visited during 
regular Library hours.
Tuesday, November 21 

Calling all Lego® lovers!! Come to the 
Kent Library.  4:45p.m -5:45p.m. Listen 
to a fun story and build a Lego® creation 
based on the story. Program is for those 
ages 7-9 or grades 2nd -4th! Registration 
is required For more information please 
call the Library at 845-225-8585.  The 
library is located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, 
Kent Lakes. 
Wednesday, November 22 

Children ages 5-8 are invited to stop 
by the Brewster Public Library between 5 
p.m.-6 p.m. to make a festive Thanksgiving 
Day decoration.  Registration is requested, 
but walk-ins are welcome.  For more 
information visit http://tinyurl.com/
yb96a5o6 or call 845-279-6421

Holiday in the Park: 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 
p.m. Mahopac Carmel Chamber Park. 
Tree lighting, A visit from Santa and 
treats for the entire family. 

Desmond-Fish Library Boutique 
Celebrates 25th Year. Looking for unique 
handcrafted gifts for friends and family? 
Look no further than the Desmond-Fish 
Library’s Holiday Boutique which opens 
Saturday, Nov 25th at 10 a.m. Talented 
artisans from throughout the Hudson 
Valley will be displaying their quilts, 
pottery, jewelry and knitted items. The 
sale continues on Sunday, Nov 26 from 
1 to 5pm and the next two weekends 
from Thursday to Sunday during Library 
hours. This year’s sale also features fresh 
balsam wreaths, baked goods, origami 
decorations, photo cards, bath and body 
lotions and fine paper creations. There 
will even be gifts for favorite canine 
friends. As in years past, the boutique 
will be selling gently used books at very 
reasonable prices. The Library is located 
at the corners of Routes 403 and 9D in 
Garrison. For more information about 
the boutique or library programs, call 
845-424-3020
Tuesday, November 28 

Joan Lloyd returns to the Kent 
Public Library. 5:30p.m. -7:30 p.m. for 
an Earring making workshop - perfect 
timing for the holiday season.  Joan will 
teach you how to make your own one-of-
a-kind beaded earrings. Make one pair 
of earrings for yourself and one to be 
contributed to a battered women’s shelter.   
All the materials are supplied.  Bring 
your creativity!  Program is for ages 10 
& up! Registration is required. You may 
register for the program by going to www.
kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent Public 
Library at 845-225-8585.  The library is 
located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes. 

Magic Tree House Book Club at 
the Kent Public Library, 4:30 p.m.-5:15 
p.m. “Tonight on the Titanic” by Mary 
Pope Osborne. Travel through time and 
explore history with Jack and Annie on 
their many adventures. We will discuss 
the book, learn more about the time 
they travel to and enjoy making a craft.  
Club is open to those in 1st, 2nd & 3rd 
grades.  Registration is required.  You may 
register for the program by going to www.
kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent Public 
Library at 845-225-8585.  The library is 
located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes. 
Wednesday, November 29 

Do you know what Reiki Sync is? Come 
to the Kent Library.  6:30 p.m. -8 p.m. This 
is a meditative, energizing, empowering, 
and healing experience open to Reiki 
practitioners, beginners or those who are 
just curious! Come enjoy this interactive 
series. This is a four workshop session, 
select days in December. Please call the 
Library at 845-225-8585 for additional 
dates. Registration is required for each 
session. The library is located at 17 Sybil’s 
Crossing, Kent Lakes

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com

Crossword 
Answers
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds PUTNAM 112117

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUCTIONS
AUCTION -REAL PROPERTY TAX 
FORECLOSURES ESSEX COUNTY. 
November 29, 11AM. Best Western Plus, 
Ticonderoga Inn & Suites, Ticonderoga. 
Call: 800-243-0061; AAR, Inc. Free Bro-
chure: www.NYSAuctions.comm

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver Coins, 
Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics Etc., Call 
Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West- 
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

HELP WANTED
INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX PRE-
PARER/MANAGER YORKTOWN 
HEIGHTS solo accounting firm seeks 
an efficient and organized individual to 

manage small income tax practice and 
prepare returns for the 2018 tax season.  
Candidate must possess sufficient knowl-
edge and experience to prepare all types 
of individual returns with little or no su-
pervision.  Excellent annual opportunity 
for someone looking to be involved with 
the tax season without an overwhelming 
commitment.  Make your own hours be-
ginning in February.  Reply to taxpracti-
ceny@gmail.com.

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7094

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MARIE-
NIA, LLC. Filed with SSNY on 8/26/17. 
Office location: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to Opal Bailey at 
P.O. Box 665, Amawalk, NY 10501. Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NDC 
PORT CHESTER, LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization filed with New York Secretary 
of State (‘NS”) on October 5, 2017. Office 
is located at 30 Westchester Avenue, Port 
Chester, New York 10573, Westchester 
County. NS is designated as agent upon 
whom process may be served. NS shall 
mail service of process to Diana Colo-
rado at 320 Central Avenue, Englewood, 
New Jersey 07631.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KILLI-
METT DATA CONSULTING, LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization filed with the Secre-
tary of State of New York (SSNY) on Sept 
6th 2017.  Location: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent for service of 
process on LLC. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: United States Corporation 

Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Ave, Suite 202, 
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: To pro-
vide data management consulting. 

NOTICE OF FORMATION 100 WATTS 
CONSULTING, LLC. Articles of Organi-
zation filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 10/20/2017. Loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY designat-
ed as agent upon whom process may be 
served and shall mail process to the prin-
cipal business address: 120 Brite Ave., 
Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose: Any law-
ful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION MPC 
HOLDINGS, LLC. Articles of Organi-
zation filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 10/12/2017. Loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY designat-
ed as agent upon whom process against it 
may be served and shall mail process to: 
80 Random Farms Dr., Chappaqua, NY 
10514. Purpose: Any lawful acts.

MILCA ENTERPRISE, LLC. Art. of Org. 
filed with the SSNY on 10/11/17. Office: 
Westchester County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 7014 13th Av-
enue Suite 202, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11228. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LBJ  
SOLUTIONS, LLC. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on October 30, 2017. 
Office in Westchester County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: Louis Bastone 
88 Lyons Road Scarsdale, NY 10583. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: HON-
ORABLE REALTY, LLC. ART OF ORG. 
filed with SSNY on 10/25/17. Office in 
Westchester County, SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: 148 North Terrace Avenue, Mount 
Vernon, NY 10550. Purpose: Real Es-
tate purposes.

Notice of formation of NEW YORK 
SHITTY LLC. Articles of Org. filed with 
Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) on July 
18, 2017. Office location: Westchester 
County. SSNY is designated as agent upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail service of process (SOP) 
to UNITED STATES CORPORATION 
AGENTS, INC. @ 7014 13TH AVENUE, 
SUITE 202, BROOKLYN, NEW YORK, 
11228, UNITED STATES CORPORA-
TION AGENTS, INC. is designated as 
agent for SOP at 7014 13TH AVENUE, 
SUITE 202, BROOKLYN, NEW YORK, 
11228. Purpose: any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF COR-
DOVA MANAGEMENT, LLC. ARTS. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 11/08/17. Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 1251 Wilson Road, 
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598. Purpose: 
any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT 
A LICENSE, PENDING, FOR A BEER 
AND WINE LICENSE HAS BEEN AP-
PLIED FOR BY THE UNDERSIGNED 
(EDUARDO’S TRATTORIA, INC.) to 
sell beer and wine at retail in a restaurant 
under the Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Law at 115 Secor Road, Mahopac, New 
York, Putnam County, for on premises 
consumption. Eduardo’s Trattoria, Inc.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 336 
WASHINGTON AVENUE ASSOCI-
ATES, LLC. Arts of Org filed with Secy 
of state of NY on 11/10/2017. Office loc: 
Westchester. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to the prin-
cipal business address: 336 Washington 
Ave., New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: 
any lawful acts.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE
Wooded upstate NY land with LAKES, 
PONDS & STREAMS being liquidated 
NOW! 20 tracts! 2 to 41 acres! 50-60% 
below market! No closing costs! Owner 
terms! 888-905-8847 NewYorkLandan-
dLakes.com

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. 
and foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, 
complete estates. Highest prices paid.  
Call 914-260-8783 for appointment.

To Place a 
Classified Ad 

Call 914-864-0878  
or e-mail 

classifieds
@theexaminernews.

com
Classified Ad Deadline 

is Thursdays 
at 5pm for the 
next week’s 
publication
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Yorktown senior TE Alex Ujkaj hauled in this circus catch for a score in the Huskers’ 34-19 win over Section 2 champion Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake in the semifinals of  the NYSPHSAA Class A tournament last Friday 
at Middletown High School where the Huskers advanced to the NYS finals for the first time since repeating as state champs in 1994. State-ranked (No.2) Yorktown will face No.3 West Seneca West this Friday (3 
p.m.) at the Carrier Dome in Syracuse for all the marbles.. see Grid Notebook

Ujkaj       Me if You Can!

Yorktown Senior TE 1 of 4 Huskers to Score in NYS Semi Win 
over Burnt Hills; Husker Dome-Bound for 1st Time Since 1994
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

So how does Yorktown High senior RB/
DB Brandon Meyreles celebrate his 17th 
birthday? By going off in the Huskers’ 34-
19 NYSPHSAA Class A semifinal triumph 
of Section 2 champion Burnt Hills-
Ballston Lake last Friday at Middletown 
High’s Faller Field, that’s how.

And having done so with two 
touchdowns in a span of one minute and 
14 seconds quickly secured Yorktown’s 
first trip to the NYS championship game 
at the Carrier Dome in Syracuse for the 
first time since the Huskers repeated as 
state champions in 1994. State-ranked 
(No.2) Yorktown (12-0) will take on state-
ranked (No.3) Section 6 champion West 
Seneca West (12-0) on Friday (3 p.m.). 
Long Island’s Garden City, which does 
not compete in the state tournament, is 

ranked No.1 (for those wondering).
Meyreles’ 12-yard TD run with 3:57 

left in the third quarter gave the Huskers 
a 27-13 lead, capping a 15-play, 90-yard 
drive, and Meyreles followed up that score 
by scooping up a fumble and going 71 
yards for a TD at 2:43 of the third during 
a game-sealing set of circumstances and a 
34-13 lead.

“It’s a great way to celebrate a birthday, 
I’ll admit that,” said Meyreles, the yin to 
teammate Brett Makar’s yang. “This was a 
great experience.”

The Spartans (10-1) were up 13-7 
when Yorktown bounced back with 27 
unanswered points, its scoring spree 
featuring all phases of football; including a 
leaping, 19-yard end zone grab by TE Alex 
Ujkaj from QB Tommy Weaver, a 90-yard 
eight-minute scoring drive and 71-yard 
fumble to the house. Indeed, Yorktown 

came out of the halftime break with a lot 
of success. 

“It’s been about TEAM from the get-
go,” 13th-year Yorktown Coach Mike 
Rescigno said. “This team is different than 
any team I’ve ever been around. They rally 
around each other like no other team I’ve 
seen, and I mean that. It’s special. This is 

11 guys at a time, not 
one super star, and they 
knew, and they talked 
about it. And that’s what 
happened, this is a team 
win.

“We’re not done yet,” 
Rescigno added. “We’re 
happy to go, but we’re 
not done yet. I’ve got 
13 years’ worth of sons 
spread out all over the 
place, and 13 teams 
that left it all out on the 
field for me: This is for 
them. This is why we do 
it. We have tried for 13 
years to get to this point, 
for these kids and this 
community, which there 
is nothing like. This is for 
them, this is what it’s all 
about.”

Weaver scored 
Yorktown’s first 
touchdown from the 
4-yard line, those points 
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Grid NotebookSports Grid NotebookSports

Yorktown Waters Down Burnt Hills in 34-19 NYS Semifinal Win
No.2 Huskers to Face No.3 West Seneca West in Class A Finals at Carrier Dome

continued on next page

Members of  the Yorktown football team pose off  after defeating Burnt Hills, 34-19, in the NYS Class A semis last Friday at Faller Field in Middletown.

RAY GALLAGHER/BOB CASTNER PHOTOS

Yorktown RB Brandon Meyreles (L) lit it up with two TDs in Huskers’ 34-19 NYS Class A semi win over 
Burnt Hills last Friday.

Yorktown RB Brett Makar stiff  arms his way to big gain in Huskers’ NYS 
Class A semifinal win.

set up on a fumble 
recovery by Eddie Cohen 
just six plays into the 
contest. Weaver later 
found Ujkaj with his pass 
to back of the end zone, 
a juggling circus catch by 
the kid who seemingly 
comes up with at least 
one big play per game. 
Makar, who rushed for 
a game-high 182 yards 
on 23 carries, also found 
paydirt for a seven-yard 
scoot off left end. Makar 
added three sacks and 
was part of two forced 
fumbles on defense to 
earn Defensive MVP 
honors. And offensive 
MVP Meyreles then 
sealed the deal.

“I fumbled on one of 
my first carries and that 

kind of got my pissed 
off a little bit,” Meyreles 
said, “so coming out 
in the second half I 
needed to keep my 
composure and get back 
to trusting myself and 
my teammates. It’s never 
been about one guy, 
this is a true team and 
we’re looking for that 
storybook ending.

“It felt great,” Meyreles 
said of his scores. “I got a 
couple of really good blocks from my line. 
We feel really good as a team right now. 
This is a community effort. Every time we 
walk off the field, there’s people waiting 
there for us, so it feels good to get this 
done for them. We just want one more.”

Rescigno also cited the efforts of 
linemen Matt Steigmeier, Matthew 
Giorgio and Eddie Cohen, plus bloodied 
Sean O'Connor, who each made key 
plays against a Burnt Hills (10-1) team 
that lost in the state semifinals for the 
second straight year. Last year, Somers 
running back Messiah Horne ran for 220 
yards and three touchdowns in the fourth 
quarter to help generate a 48-24 triumph 
at Kingston's Dietz 
Stadium.

In denying Burnt 
Hills, Yorktown, which 
last competed in the state 
tournament in 1998, has 
a chance to win its third 
state jewel.

“Yorktown football 
hasn’t been to the dome 
since the start of the state 
tournament,” Makar 
said. “To be the team 
that broke the streak 
and make it back to ‘The 
Dome’ is something I 

cannot put into words. All of the work 
this team has put in is for moments like 
this. The most beautiful thing about is that 
we are not done. ‘The Dome’ is on deck, 
and we are ready to get after the next 
one. Yorktown Football has its swagger 
back: That’s the Husker mentality with the 
whole community behind us.”

This community has now seen 
Yorktown High reach three state finals in 
two sports (boys lax/football) since the 
spring of 2016 with Makar and Meyreles 
– best of friends since grade school -- 
playing a significant role in all three… talk 
about living the dream. This dynamic duo 
deserves a state title crusade or two before 
all is said and done.

continued from previous page

Yorktown OL-DL Matt Steigmeier hoists the game ball skyward after the Huskers defeated Burnt Hills in 
the NYS Class A semifinals.

Yorktown RB Brett Makar snaps off  TD run in Huskers’ 34-19 win in Class A state semis.

Yorktown RB Brandon Meyreles scoots in untouched for one of  two TDs he would score in Huskers’ 
34-19 Class A NYS semifinal win.

A bloodied Sean O’Connor was fine with his battle 
scar after Huskers advanced to NYS Class A title 
game.

A jubilant Sean O’Connor makes his way off  field after Yorktown advanced 
to NYS finals for first time since 1994.

Happy Huskers revel in glory of  NYS Class A semifinal triumph.

Yorktown QB Tommy Weaver threw for score and ran for another in 
Huskers’ 34-19 triumph of  Burnt Hills in NYS Class A semis.
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

So how does Yorktown High senior RB/
DB Brandon Meyreles celebrate his 17th 
birthday? By going off in the Huskers’ 34-
19 NYSPHSAA Class A semifinal triumph 
of Section 2 champion Burnt Hills-
Ballston Lake last Friday at Middletown 
High’s Faller Field, that’s how.

And having done so with two 
touchdowns in a span of one minute and 
14 seconds quickly secured Yorktown’s 
first trip to the NYS championship game 
at the Carrier Dome in Syracuse for the 
first time since the Huskers repeated as 
state champions in 1994. State-ranked 
(No.2) Yorktown (12-0) will take on state-
ranked (No.3) Section 6 champion West 
Seneca West (12-0) on Friday (3 p.m.). 
Long Island’s Garden City, which does 
not compete in the state tournament, is 

ranked No.1 (for those wondering).
Meyreles’ 12-yard TD run with 3:57 

left in the third quarter gave the Huskers 
a 27-13 lead, capping a 15-play, 90-yard 
drive, and Meyreles followed up that score 
by scooping up a fumble and going 71 
yards for a TD at 2:43 of the third during 
a game-sealing set of circumstances and a 
34-13 lead.

“It’s a great way to celebrate a birthday, 
I’ll admit that,” said Meyreles, the yin to 
teammate Brett Makar’s yang. “This was a 
great experience.”

The Spartans (10-1) were up 13-7 
when Yorktown bounced back with 27 
unanswered points, its scoring spree 
featuring all phases of football; including a 
leaping, 19-yard end zone grab by TE Alex 
Ujkaj from QB Tommy Weaver, a 90-yard 
eight-minute scoring drive and 71-yard 
fumble to the house. Indeed, Yorktown 

came out of the halftime break with a lot 
of success. 

“It’s been about TEAM from the get-
go,” 13th-year Yorktown Coach Mike 
Rescigno said. “This team is different than 
any team I’ve ever been around. They rally 
around each other like no other team I’ve 
seen, and I mean that. It’s special. This is 

11 guys at a time, not 
one super star, and they 
knew, and they talked 
about it. And that’s what 
happened, this is a team 
win.

“We’re not done yet,” 
Rescigno added. “We’re 
happy to go, but we’re 
not done yet. I’ve got 
13 years’ worth of sons 
spread out all over the 
place, and 13 teams 
that left it all out on the 
field for me: This is for 
them. This is why we do 
it. We have tried for 13 
years to get to this point, 
for these kids and this 
community, which there 
is nothing like. This is for 
them, this is what it’s all 
about.”

Weaver scored 
Yorktown’s first 
touchdown from the 
4-yard line, those points 
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Yorktown Waters Down Burnt Hills in 34-19 NYS Semifinal Win
No.2 Huskers to Face No.3 West Seneca West in Class A Finals at Carrier Dome
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Members of  the Yorktown football team pose off  after defeating Burnt Hills, 34-19, in the NYS Class A semis last Friday at Faller Field in Middletown.
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Yorktown RB Brandon Meyreles (L) lit it up with two TDs in Huskers’ 34-19 NYS Class A semi win over 
Burnt Hills last Friday.

Yorktown RB Brett Makar stiff  arms his way to big gain in Huskers’ NYS 
Class A semifinal win.

set up on a fumble 
recovery by Eddie Cohen 
just six plays into the 
contest. Weaver later 
found Ujkaj with his pass 
to back of the end zone, 
a juggling circus catch by 
the kid who seemingly 
comes up with at least 
one big play per game. 
Makar, who rushed for 
a game-high 182 yards 
on 23 carries, also found 
paydirt for a seven-yard 
scoot off left end. Makar 
added three sacks and 
was part of two forced 
fumbles on defense to 
earn Defensive MVP 
honors. And offensive 
MVP Meyreles then 
sealed the deal.

“I fumbled on one of 
my first carries and that 

kind of got my pissed 
off a little bit,” Meyreles 
said, “so coming out 
in the second half I 
needed to keep my 
composure and get back 
to trusting myself and 
my teammates. It’s never 
been about one guy, 
this is a true team and 
we’re looking for that 
storybook ending.

“It felt great,” Meyreles 
said of his scores. “I got a 
couple of really good blocks from my line. 
We feel really good as a team right now. 
This is a community effort. Every time we 
walk off the field, there’s people waiting 
there for us, so it feels good to get this 
done for them. We just want one more.”

Rescigno also cited the efforts of 
linemen Matt Steigmeier, Matthew 
Giorgio and Eddie Cohen, plus bloodied 
Sean O'Connor, who each made key 
plays against a Burnt Hills (10-1) team 
that lost in the state semifinals for the 
second straight year. Last year, Somers 
running back Messiah Horne ran for 220 
yards and three touchdowns in the fourth 
quarter to help generate a 48-24 triumph 
at Kingston's Dietz 
Stadium.

In denying Burnt 
Hills, Yorktown, which 
last competed in the state 
tournament in 1998, has 
a chance to win its third 
state jewel.

“Yorktown football 
hasn’t been to the dome 
since the start of the state 
tournament,” Makar 
said. “To be the team 
that broke the streak 
and make it back to ‘The 
Dome’ is something I 

cannot put into words. All of the work 
this team has put in is for moments like 
this. The most beautiful thing about is that 
we are not done. ‘The Dome’ is on deck, 
and we are ready to get after the next 
one. Yorktown Football has its swagger 
back: That’s the Husker mentality with the 
whole community behind us.”

This community has now seen 
Yorktown High reach three state finals in 
two sports (boys lax/football) since the 
spring of 2016 with Makar and Meyreles 
– best of friends since grade school -- 
playing a significant role in all three… talk 
about living the dream. This dynamic duo 
deserves a state title crusade or two before 
all is said and done.

continued from previous page

Yorktown OL-DL Matt Steigmeier hoists the game ball skyward after the Huskers defeated Burnt Hills in 
the NYS Class A semifinals.

Yorktown RB Brett Makar snaps off  TD run in Huskers’ 34-19 win in Class A state semis.

Yorktown RB Brandon Meyreles scoots in untouched for one of  two TDs he would score in Huskers’ 
34-19 Class A NYS semifinal win.

A bloodied Sean O’Connor was fine with his battle 
scar after Huskers advanced to NYS Class A title 
game.

A jubilant Sean O’Connor makes his way off  field after Yorktown advanced 
to NYS finals for first time since 1994.

Happy Huskers revel in glory of  NYS Class A semifinal triumph.

Yorktown QB Tommy Weaver threw for score and ran for another in 
Huskers’ 34-19 triumph of  Burnt Hills in NYS Class A semis.



November 21- November 27, 2017 24 The Putnam Examiner

By Tony Pinciaro
A rarity occurred to the Walter 

Panas volleyball team during pool 
play at the New York State Public 
High School Athletic Association 
Class B Volleyball Championships.

Panas lost a set, to Williamsville 
East, the Section 6 champion. 
What made this rare is that Panas 
lost sets this season about as often 
as there has been a lunar eclipse.

Despite the unexpected 
result, Panas finished with a 5-1 
pool record after splitting with 
Williamsville East last Saturday, 
but sweeping Kings Park (Section 
11) and Burnt Hills (Section 2) 
allowed the Panthers to advance 
to their second consecutive state 
championship match.

Williamsville East would be 
their opponent, and in the finals 
the Panthers were not going to 
allow a repeat of pool play.

Panas asserted itself early and 
never gave Williamsville East as 
much as a sniff of victory as the 
Panthers easily swept – 25-15, 
25-19, 25-16 – to their second 
consecutive NYSPHSAA Class A 
championship Sunday in Glens 
Falls.

“Coming out of warm-ups we 
had such a high energy and that definitely 
gave me a good feeling about the game,” 
Panas senior and Tulane-bound All-
American Yvette Burcescu said. “When 
we all have the same intense mentality, 
we play much better. We definitely had 
intentions to take control of the match 
early, so we could establish how we were 
going to play throughout the rest of it.”

Panas’ assertiveness put Williamsville 
East on the defensive and made it play the 
Panthers’ game, which it was unable to do.

Following pool play, Saturday, Panas 
coach Joe Felipe had a film session with 
his team.

“Watching film on Williamsville East 
helped us understand what their strong 
and weak points were so we’d have a better 
idea of where to block, where to attack  
and where their hitters tend to hit,” 
Burcescu said.

Felipe felt the set loss in pool play to 
Williamsville East angered his team.

“It fueled their fire to go out and 
perform at our top level,” Felipe said. “I 
was impressed by the team’s overall play 
this weekend. The girls executed at a high 
level. I think since the postseason began 
we had a different mindset and have 
continued to find ways to get better each 
day in practice.

Last year, the volleyball team became 
the first Panas varsity group to win a state 
championship. This season, Panas finished 
with a 21-0 record and adds another 
highlight to its team resume. Burcescu 
and her teammates, especially her fellow 
classmates, made sure the exclamation 
point was added.

“Most teams in the state don’t get to 
know when their last match is, considering 
it’s always play until you lose,” Burcescu 
said. “I think that for us seniors, knowing 

it was our last match together as a team, 
it meant so much to be able to end such 
a great season on a win. It’s an important 
win for the program because it proves that 
the entire program is very serious, rather 
than just having one successful team.”

Felipe credits his team for this 
outstanding accomplishment. And it 
begins with the seniors’ impact.

“I think winning back-to-back titles 
is truly a blessing,” he said. “The girls in 
our program work hard, year-round, at 
improving their individual skill sets and 
then when the high school season begins, 
they take a team-first approach and look 
for ways to help the team be successful 
above having individual success. 
Programs that put the team first tend to 
have continued success.

“The group of seniors have been a 
pretty successful group on the court,” he 
added, “but I think their lasting memory 

will be what they brought to the gym and 
off-season workouts each day. When you 
have top athletes that give nothing less 
than 100 percent in practice, it becomes 
contagious. And I hope that’s something 
that the younger players on our team have 
take notice of.”

Even though the seniors are graduating 
in June, there is no shortage of talent in 
the program.

“I hope the program continues with 
success in the future, and I wouldn’t be the 
least but surprised if they do,” Burcescu 
said. 

It won’t be that easy, minus Burcescu; 
among the finest athletes in Walter 
Panas history and the most distinguished 
volleyball player the program has ever 
produced.

Ray Gallagher contributed to this story

Members of  the Walter Panas High volleyball team hold up two fingers and pose with their second-straight NYSPHSAA Class A volleyball plaque after the Panthers swept 
Section 6 champion Williamsville East (25-14, 25-19, 25-16) to become the first Section 1 team since Hen Hud (2006-08) to win back-to-back state titles.Members of  
the team include Alanna Mansell, Stephanie DeLuca, Victoria Getting, Haley Gallinger, Yvette Burcescu, Lauren Feeley, Alexis Diaz, Kirsten Yager, Kayla Greenwald, Jillian 
Dolman, Jenn Braun, Julene Pineda, Demitra Spanos, Salma Agha and Sabrina Patriciello.
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Spiked Punch!
Walter Panas is Aces,  

Repeats as NYS Class A Volleyball Champs


