
By Neal Rentz
The Carmel Town Board expressed 

openness last week to potentially 
increasing the town’s contribution to the 
Mahopac Volunteer Fire Department for 
such expenses as the leasing of two new 
pumper tankers to replace two vehicles 
that are more than 20-years-old.

In his proposed $28.5 million 2018 
budget, Supervisor Kenny Schmitt 
proposed keeping the town’s contribution 
to the Mahopac Department flat at $1.2 
million. It its Sept. 6 letter to Schmitt, 
the department stated the funding was 
set at $1.2 million for the 2016 budget, 
and repeated this year, following theft 
of money from the department by 
its former treasurer. The theft wiped 
out the department’s savings, Edward 
Scott, chairman of the board of fire 

commissioners, stated in the letter. The 
department also needs to make repairs 
to its substation and headquarters, Scott 
stated. 

Scott said at the Oct. 11 town board 
meeting the department is seeking an 
additional $200,000 from the town for 
next year. The pumper tankers would be 
obtained via a lease arrangement that 
would allow the department to purchase 
the vehicles in the future. Scott said the 
two current pumper tankers have needed 
many repairs due to their age. One of 
the trucks would be leased by the end of 
this year and the other would be leased 
beginning in 2018. 

Schmitt asked how much has the repairs 
cost for the two vehicles in recent years. 

By David Propper
Waiting for the school bus everyday has 

been a hazard for some Mahopac school 
district students for more than a year, 
so much so, parents fear an unfortunate 
accident might strike on any given day.

Each school day, a school bus picks 
up and drops off elementary and middle 
school students at the intersection of 
Baldwin Place Road and Grand Meadows 
Drive that parents believe is unsafe. 
Tom Hensler and his fiancé, Vicky 
Katsafanas, and two children have been 
at the Baldwin Meadows development 
for two years. Because the road leading to 
Baldwin Meadows is still private, rather 
than public, the school bus can’t legally 
turn onto the road to pick students up 
in the morning or drop them off in the 
afternoon closer to their doors and farther 

away from speeding cars.
Back when the final construction was 

taking place, Hensler said the major 
developer for the project, Ben Cozzi, told 
soon-to-be residents as soon as the road 
was paved to the new neighborhood, 
it would be turned over to the town. 
But two years later, Hensler and other 
surrounding residents with school aged 
children are still waiting for the road to 
be public. 

About 20 school age children wait at the 
bus stop. Since the bus stop is too far away 
from students’ houses, parents must drive 
them near Baldwin Place Road. There can 
be as many as 10 or 11 cars along the side 
of an already narrow Grand Meadows 
Drive as cars whiz by. Police reports have 
even been filed by parents after drivers 
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Local Kids Get Red Carpet 
Rollout at Carmel Cinema

PROVIDED PHOTO
Assemblyman Kevin Byrne in partnership with Putnam ARC, Green Chimneys and Carmel Cinema 
8, hosted a red carpet themed screening of  “The LEGO Ninjago Movie” for children with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders and their families.  The free event was held at Carmel Cinema 8 on Saturday. 
Prior to the event, attendees had the opportunity to walk the red carpet and have their picture 
taken like a Hollywood celebrity. The screening of  the film featured several Autism-friendly amenities, 
including lower volume, house lights on at half  capacity and a judgment-free venue.

Hazardous Bus Stop Worries Mahopac School Parents
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Hiking Mahopac FD Payment
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DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
A Mahopac school bus stops at the intersection of  Baldwin Place Road and Grand Meadows Drive every 
day to the chagrin and concern of  parents with young students. 

FREE MEMBERSHIP  
FOR YOUR FAMILY

Join today and the rest of your family enjoys membership  
through the end of the year ABSOLUTELY FREE.* www.clubfit.com

Jefferson Valley  
(914) 250-2750

Briarcliff Manor  
(914) 250-2134

*For new memberships that have not been Club Fit members in the last 60 days. $75 enrollment fee due to start membership. Offer extended until 10/31/17 and cannot be combined with any other offer. Individual membership dues required prior to 12/31/17. Qualifying remaining family members will have free membership privileges during this time. Regular monthly dues begin 1/1/18.

OFFER EXTENDED! 
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By David Propper
Putnam County Sheriff Don Smith, 

fighting to remain in office another four 
years, nabbed one major endorsement 
while losing out on another with Election 
Day weeks away.

Smith, the Republican incumbent, 
received the sheriff ’s Patrolmen 
Benevolent Association’s endorsement in 
August. He also touted an endorsement 
from the New York State Fraternal Order 
of Police, but the organization reversed 
course and pulled it earlier this month. 
Smith is facing Democrat and former 
sheriff ’s investigator Robert Langley in 
the general election. 

Originally, on his website and in a print 
ad in another weekly newspaper, Smith 
stated he was endorsed by the state’s 
FOP. Smith explained in an email on 
Sep. 19 he attended a local FOP meeting 
at the Stephen P. Driscoll Lodge in 
Patterson and was told the state FOP was 
endorsing him for reelection. The lodge 
president, JoAnn Viola, announced the 
endorsement in front of the close to 100 
members in attendance and Smith stood 
up and thanked them for their support. 

“I was gratified to receive the 
rousing applause of the crowd and 
personal expressions of approval and 
congratulations expressed by many of the 
members present,” Smith said.

About two weeks later, Smith said Viola 

told him the state FOP had not officially 
endorsed him and apologized for the 
“misunderstanding.” On Oct. 11, state 
FOP officials met with Smith and also 
apologized and expressed regret for any 
confusion and inconvenience the issue 
caused. 

Smith has since taken the endorsement 
off his website and a most recent 
advertisement for Smith doesn’t mention 
the FOP. 

In a message to members, Viola stated, 
“In light of all the negative publicity in the 
papers and on the news, I have written 
a letter to (Smith) asking him to please 
retract the endorsement.”

FOP officials could not be reached for 
comment.

Langley reached out to the FOP in 
hopes of grabbing the endorsement, but 
he was told the FOP is not entertaining 
requests. 

“I respect their decision to be impartial 
in this election,” Langley stated in an 
email.

While not securing the FOP 
endorsement, Smith did earn the approval 
from the law enforcement officers he 
leads. The sheriff ’s PBA announced its 
endorsement of Smith last month after 
sending him a letter in August. 

In the PBA’s endorsement letter dated 
Aug. 24, president Daniel Hunsberger 
wrote Smith has led the local fight against 

the opioid epidemic, advocated for the 
most vulnerable population, protected 
residential neighborhoods and businesses 
and respected residents’ tax dollars. 
Hunsberger wrote to Smith “you are the 
lawman that Putnam County deserves.”

“For nearly 16 years, you have stood 
shoulder to shoulder with the rank-
and-file police officers who serve 
Putnam County,” Hunsberger wrote. 
“Your unwavering support for the law 
enforcement community has earned our 
trust and admiration.’

Smith recently went to bat for rank and 
file members when he publicly supported 
a proposed contract for PBA members 
earlier this year. While Smith and County 
Executive MaryEllen Odell approved the 
contract, along with the PBA, the county 
Legislature voted against the agreement 
because they said the contract would be 
unsustainable for taxpayers. 

In an email, Smith said the PBA 
endorsement “means the world to me.”

“It means everything to me to receive 
the support and respect of the people that 
I have been entrusted to lead for all these 
many years,” Smith said. “Their words…
describing what they believe I have done 
describe exactly what I have been striving 
to do in providing leadership in the 
sheriff ’s office.”

On his website, he chided Langley, 
pointing out he was a past member and 

even president of the PBA when he was 
worked for the sheriff ’s office and did not 
receive the endorsement. The PBA and 
Smith both claim this is the first ever PBA 
political endorsement handed out.

Langley, in an email, said he never 
requested the PBA’s endorsement because 
he didn’t want to put deputies in a 
situation that could create conflict in their 
work environment. 

“We know from the Levy case that 
Smith has, in the past, responded with 
hostility and intimidation toward his 
political rivals and that he is willing to 
put his own self interests above telling 
the truth,” Langley said. “Our Deputies 
need to be focused on keeping the public 
safe, not worrying about workplace 
retribution.”

Langley also pointed out that this isn’t 
the first ever endorsement handed down 
by the PBA. When Langley was president 
of the PBA in 2000 and 2001, the union 
endorsed Republican Judges James 
Rooney and James Reitz. He said the 
blatant factual error should give voters 
“pause.”

An email to the PBA about the past 
endorsements was not returned before 
press time.

“We should all wonder what pressures 
have been applied to the PBA to make 
a claim that is patently untrue,” Langley 
speculated.

Sheriff Earns PBA Nod, Loses FOP Endorsement

Date: Wednesday, November 8, 2017
Time: 6:00 - 7:30pm
Location: Northern Westchester Hospital
1st Floor Conference Center
400 East Main Street
Mt. Kisco, NY 10549

Light refreshments to be served.

400 East Main Street | Mount Kisco, NY 10549 | www.nwhorthoandspine.org 

Oh, My Aching Back!
FREE SEMINAR

Don’t live in pain. We’ve got your back.
When back pain starts affecting your quality of life, it’s time to 
do something about it. Learn about prevention, non-surgical 
treatments, and new, natural-feeling technology that helps 
you get back to the activities you love.

Register Today. Limited Seating.
www.nwhconnect.org/2017backpain 
or call (914) 666-1383. 
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By David Propper
A lawsuit that the developer of the 

Butterfield redevelopment project filed 
against the Village of Cold Spring weeks 
before its March election was dropped 
last month, Mayor David Merandy 
announced last week.

During the village board’s Oct. 10 
meeting, Merandy revealed the $2.5 
million federal lawsuit was dropped a 
few weeks ago. Developer Paul Guillaro 
accused Merandy and other current and 
former village officials of intentionally 
thwarting the contentious Butterfield 
project in the suit. Now, the only legal 
cloud over the village’s head is a state 
claim in which a notice was filed in 
December. 

The federal lawsuit was filed in the heat 
of the Cold Spring mayoral race when 
Merandy, the incumbent, was up against 
upstart challenger Alison Anthoine. 
The lawsuit claimed the village violated 
Guillaro’s rights during its review of the 
Butterfield project, describing the village’s 
actions as a “malicious and intentional 
campaign of harassment, usurpation of 
authority and other unlawful actions.” 
Merandy and supporters disputed that 
sharply, claiming the village was doing 
its due diligence and Guillaro was the 
person delaying the project’s progress. He 
also asserted the lawsuit was political to 
get him out of office.

The attorney representing Guillaro, Sal 
Ferlazzo, said his client is still reviewing 
his options in state court before a decision 
is made to move forward with or pull 
back the claim. Ferlazzo said the federal 
action was discontinued because certain 
prerequisites weren’t met to go forward 
in federal court.

He argued just because the federal 
lawsuit was dropped doesn’t mean the 
accusations against the village were 
unfounded. 

“It was determined the best course 
of option was to go back to state court,” 
Feralazzo said. 

Ferlazzo said Guillaro is waiting for 
the village to respond to Freedom of 
Information Law requests before his legal 
team makes its next move. So far, Ferlazzo 
said Guillaro’s requests haven’t been 
satisfactorily met and he is disappointed 
in the village’s response. 

“The FOIL will shed light on the 
suggestions that have been made,” 

Ferlazzo said. 
But Merandy said in an interview the 

FOIL requests sought by Guillaro have 
been made fully available to him. The 
information Guillaro requested goes back 
four years and kept the village office busy 
until all requests were granted. Merandy 
said a resident connected to Guillaro has 
come down to view the documents.

“It’s matter of them looking through it 
because the information is there that they 
requested,” Merandy said. 

When asked, Merandy said the dropped 
federal suit proves the complaint brought 
forward by Guillaro was meritless and 
had more to do with swaying the village 
election in March. 

“I would think it vindicates us,” 
Merandy said. “His dropping it I believe 
does vindicate us and substantiate what 
we felt all along.”

The village’s insurance company has 
covered legal costs, though Merandy 
pointed out all the work into the FOIL 
requests required a lot of time and 
resources.  

When asked whether the legal action 
was more political than substantive, 
Ferlazzo said he didn’t want to respond 
to “suggestions that have no basis.”

“That’s his perception,” Ferlazzo said 
of Merandy. “It was not intended to do 
anything other than file a lawsuit.”

Federal Action Over Butterfield Dropped Against Cold Spring

Cold Spring Mayor Dave Merandy Butterfield developer Paul Guillaro

Why Elect Judie Mirra?   
 

As your town board  
member, Judie will… 

• Improve fiscal oversight 
for a fair town budget 

• Expand our recreational  
opportunities for all  
children 

• Advocate for smart  
development 

• Fight against patronage 
and provide more  
transparent  
governance 

• Work to protect our 
lakes and our  
natural resources 
Carmel families deserve  

nothing less.  
 

VOTE NOVEMBER 7 

THE CHANGE 
WE NEED, THE 

VOICE WE  
DESERVE 

Learn more at  
judiemirra.com  
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Olympic Diner
Route 6, Mahopac 845 628 0876 • www.olympic-diner.com

Olympic Family Diner
American Cuisine Mediterranean Cuisine

This Month’s 
Special

1 1/2 LB. LOBSTER 
$24.99

Complete Everyday
Soup or Salad, Potato, Vegetable

Hot Coffee and Dessert

Homemade Dinners, Pasta & Sauteed Available
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner Specials Every Day!

Starting At

OLYMPIC SEAFOOD 
COMBINATIONS!  

$24.99
(includes Hot Coffee & Dessert)

TRY OUR NEW

Monday Night
Prime Rib Plus 3 Stuffed 

Shrimp
Soup or Salad, Potato & 

Vegetable
Hot Coffee or Tea & 

Dessert

BREAKFAST 
SPECIALS
     $5.99
(includes 2 Eggs 
& Hot Coffee)

Starting 
At

LUNCH 
SPECIALS
     $8.99
(includes Soup, 
Hot Coffee & Dessert )

Starting 
At
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IT’S BACK•IT’S BACK
PICK YOUR PAYMENT!

If A Deal Looks Too Good To Be True... You Better Read Their Fine Print!

RT. 9A & 129 • CROTON ON HUDSON
Hours: Mon-Thurs 8:30-8  Fri & Sat 8:30-6 Sun 11-4

914-271-5100 
crotonautopark.com

4X4 • BEST 
SELLING SUV 

EVER!
28E PACKAGE, 18” WHEELS, 
8.4 RADIO, 6CYL, BACK-UP 

CAMERA, POWER SEAT AND 
MORE. STK#117443 

MSRP $37,785

SPECIAL EDITION
ONLY ONE 
AVAILABLE

21J, TRUE NORTH SPECIAL 
EDITION, LEATHER, COMFORT 

GROUP, SOUND GROUP, 
STK#16511J MSRP $31,755

NEW 2018 JEEP

GRAND CHEROKEE LAREDO
ALL-NEW 2017 JEEP

COMPASS LATITUDE 4X4
ONLY ONE IN 

STOCK AT THIS 
PRICE!!

27J PACKAGE, NAV, AUTO, 
POPULAR EQIP GROUP, 

DUAL PANE PANO ROOF, 18” 
WHEELS STK#17453J

MSRP $31,270

$1995
DOWN

$2995
DOWN

$336 $278
$0

DOWN

$248FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS

$1995
DOWN

$2995
DOWN

$259 $198
$0

DOWN

$168FOR 36 MONTHS FOR 36 MONTHS FOR 36 MONTHS

$1995
DOWN

$2995
DOWN

$298 $239
$0

DOWN

$209FOR 36 MONTHS FOR 36 MONTHS FOR 36 MONTHS

ONLY ONE IN 
STOCK AT THIS 

PRICE!!
27J PACKAGE, COLD 

WEATHER GROUP, REMOTE 
START, HEATED SEATS, 

4CYL, AUTO, STK#17188J
MSRP $26,970

FULLY EQUIPPED 
FAMILY MOVER
ONE AVAILABLE!
27L PACKAGE, LEATHER, 
SAFETY PCKG, 8.4 TOUCH 

SCREEN, DVD PLAYER AND 
MORE STK#5638C 

MSRP $37,780

NEW 2017 JEEP

RENEGADE LATITUDE 4X4
NEW 2017 JEEP

WRANGLER 4 DOOR SPORT
NEW 2017 CHRYSLER

PACIFICA TOURING L
THE MOST FUN 
YOU CAN HAVE 

IN A 4X4! 
ONE AVAILABLE

24S, CONNECTIVITY, HARD 
TOP, SIDE STEPS, AUTO, 

6CYL, STK#17185J 
MSRP $36,685

$1995
DOWN

$2995
DOWN

$245 $189
$0

DOWN

$159FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS

$1995
DOWN

$2995
DOWN

$359 $299
$0

DOWN

$269FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS

$1995
DOWN

$2995
DOWN

$328 $273
$0

DOWN

$243FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS

EXPRESS 4X4 ALL 
WHEEL DRIVE!

27J, EXPRESS  PACKAGE, 
AUTOMATIC, 4X4. SPRAY ON 

BED LINER, POWER 
WINDOWS AND LOCKS,  

STK#12093T, MSRP $43,215

NEW 2017 RAM

RAM 1500 QUAD CAB 4X4

BEWARE! Of The Other Guys ZERO MILE LEASEOFFER!

NEW 2017 JEEP

CHEROKEE LATITUDE 4X4

$1995
DOWN

$2995
DOWN

$348 $288
$0

DOWN

$258FOR 36 MONTHS FOR 36 MONTHS FOR 36 MONTHS

$1995
DOWN

$2995
DOWN

$319 $253
$0

DOWN

$223FOR 36 MONTHS FOR 36 MONTHS FOR 36 MONTHS

NEW 2017 RAM

RAM 1500 CREW CAB 4X4
BLACK EXPRESS 

SPECIAL EDITION!
22J, BLACK EXPRESS  

PACKAGE, AUTOMATIC, 4X4. 
LED BED LIGHTING, BLACK 
SIDE STEPS  STK#11999T, 

MSRP $45,115

 *36/39 MONTHS  MONTH LEASE WITH $0, $1995 OR $2995 DOWN PLUS FIRST PAYMENT & $695  BANK FEE  DUE AT SIGNING. SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY PRIMARY LENDER.  TOTAL PAYMENTS MONTHLY PAYMENT = Payment X Months. OPTIONAL FINAL PAYMENT, RAM QUAD $20743, RAM CREW $21655, PACIFICA $17378, WRANGLER $25116, 
RENEGADE $12406, CHEROKEE $13972, COMPASS $18762, GRAND CHEROKEE $20781,  10K   MILE ALLOWANCE. UP TO 25¢ MILE OVERAGE, TAX TITLE, TAGS ADDITIONAL. LESSEE RESP.  FOR WEAR AND MAINTENANCE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PRICES INCLUDE INCENTIVESRAM QUAD $5250 LEASE CASH, 500 
CCAP, 1500 BONUS CASH, CREW CAB, $6000 LEASE CASH, $500 CCAP, $1000 BONUS CASH, PACIFICA, $2500 LEASE CASH, $$500 CCAP, $1000 NEBC, RENEGADE $1570 IDL, $3500 LEASE CASH, $500 NE BONUS, CHROKKE, $2250 LEASE CASH, $1000 LEASE CASH, $500 CCAP, $500 JEEP CELEBCOMPASS, $500 BONUS CASH, $1000 CONQUEST 
CASH, GRAND CHEROKEE $500 LEASE CASH, $1000 CON CASH,   ALL VEHICLE LISTED -$500 CONQUEST LEASE OR CFC RETURN LEASE MUST EXPIRE PRIOR TO 10/5/18 NO TURN IN REQUIRED FOR CONQUEST RETURN LEASE.  SEE US FOR DETAILS .  OTHER INCENTIVE S MAY APPLY,  MUST BE CREDIT QUALIFIED A+ TIER MUST PRESENT 
AD FOR SALE PRICE. MUST TAKE DELIVERY BY 10/31/17

EXECUTIVE DRIVEN

DEMO SALE! DEMO SALE!
2017 JEEP
GRAND CHEROKEE

LIMITED 4X4
MSRP $44,075 $36,669

SAVE $7,406
23H, LEATHER, SUNROOF, 
NAV, BLIND SPOT, CROSS 
PATH DETCTION, LAODED 
7500 MILES STK#16673J

2017 CHRYSLER 
PACIFICA 

TOURING L
MSRP $38,245 $29,995

SAVE $8,250
25L, TIRE-WHEEL PCKG, PREMIUM 
AUDI, 8 PASS, KEESENSEW, BACK-
UP CAMERA STK#5578C

2017 RAM 
1500 CREW CAB 4X4

TOP-OF-THE-LINE LARAMIE 
MSRP $54,515 $41,691

SAVE $12,824
LOADED, RAM BOX, 
LEATHER, NAV, REMOTE 
START, TOO MUCH TO LIST
7500 MILES STK#119315

2017 JEEP 
CHEROKEE 4X4

OVERLAND 4X4
MSRP $41,480 $32,995

SAVE $8,485
27M, LEATHER, PANORAMA 
SUNROOF, NAV, LOADED, 
6CYL, STK#16063J
7K MILES
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By David Propper
The proposed Putnam Valley budget 

that was originally above the New York 
State mandated tax cap is now tucked 
below it after the town board made a 
couple changes to save money. 

The allowable tax cap from the state 
was 1.8 percent, which Supervisor Sam 
Oliverio originally proposed busting. 
But the adjusted proposed Putnam 
Valley budget is now at a 1.72 percent 
tax levy increase, which is under the 

cap, Oliverio said. The overall budget is 
pegged for $13.3 million. 

Oliverio said the town reduced its 
special legal line by $30,000. In past 
years, the town only spent between 
$15,000-$20,000. Oliverio originally 
planned to spend $40,000 in legal fees.

And if more money is needed, it 
would be pulled from the fund balance, 
Oliverio said. During a town board 
meeting Wednesday Oliverio said 
that auditors suggested the town pull 

money from the fund balance because 
there was more money in the reserves 
than the town needed.

“This way we’re not using fund 
balance to artificially lower taxes,” 
Oliverio said. “We would use (the fund 
balance) for a one time expense where 
it wouldn’t show up the following year 
so we should be fine.”

The special legal line doesn’t include 
the town legal counsel. 

After it was revealed two weeks ago 

Putnam Valley could break the cap, 
Oliverio said he received complaints 
from residents. This will be the first 
time in four years the Putnam Valley 
budget will be tax cap compliant.

“We’re happy about that,” Oliverio 
said. 

The town board will continue to 
review the budget the rest of the month 
into November.

The following is a press release from the 
Putnam County Sheriff ’s Office

An Ossining man was killed in a car 
crash on New York Route 22 in the Town 
of Patterson on October 9, the Putnam 
County Sheriff ’s Office reported. 

Mr. Louis Arpi, aged 56, of Croton 
Street in Ossining, died as the apparent 
result of trauma injuries he sustained in a 
head-on collision between the car he was 
driving and another vehicle.  The crash 
happened at about 6:30 a.m. on Columbus 

Day on Route 22 near the intersection of 
Thunder Ridge Road. 

According to preliminary reports, Mr. 
Arpi was driving alone in a 1986 Toyota 
van heading northbound on Route 22.  
Ahead of him, Ms. Damiana Mackoon, 
aged 47, of Newton Road in Patterson, 
was driving alone in a 2005 Jeep Liberty 
heading southbound on the road.  Ms. 
Mackoon reportedly attempted to pass a 
southbound tractor-trailer in a passing 
zone, but she was apparently unable to 
complete that passing maneuver and her 
vehicle struck Mr. Arpi’s oncoming car in 
the northbound side of the road.  The two 

vehicles collided head-on.  
A passerby called 911 to report the 

crash. Sheriff ’s deputies, state troopers 
and EMS units responded to the scene, 
where Mr. Arpi was pronounced dead.  

Ms. Mackoon suffered only minor 
injuries in the crash. She was taken by 
ambulance to Danbury Hospital, where 
she was treated and released.  

The crash closed Route 22 to traffic 
for about three hours as state police and 
sheriff ’s investigators reconstructed the 
crash and worked to clear the scene. No 
tickets were issued at the scene and the 
crash remains under investigation. 

PV Budget Below Cap After Original Proposal

Ossining Man Killed in Columbus Day Crash
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sped by students getting to and from the 
bus, Hensler said. In some cases, accidents 
were barely averted. 

Some cars even reach 50 miles per hour 
on Grand Meadows Drive driving to the 
ball fields, PARC or a local daycare. On 
adjacent Baldwin Place Road, cars reach 
close to 60 miles per hour, Hensler said.

“We were told that the problem was 
being addressed, we felt that maybe 
there’d be some kind of movement on 
this, but there’s nothing,” Hensler said.

Despite pleas to the town, school 
system and the developer, nothing has 
changed as of last week. And Hensler said 
he fears the situation won’t change until a 
child at that bus stop is killed. (There are a 
couple of memorials near the entrance to 
the street for children that lost their lives 
riding their bikes or walking across the 
street unrelated to this school bus issue.)

“They’re not pushing to make progress,” 
Hensler said of the school district. “This is 
between the town, the school board and 
the developer.”

The Mahopac school district has stated 

that legally it can’t move the bus stop 
closer to the homes. Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Dennis Creedon explained in 
an email that school buses couldn’t enter 
private roads, pointing to school district 
policy.

“Private Roads: Transportation will 
not be provided on roads that have not 
been dedicated and approved by the 
appropriate municipality,” the policy 
states in part. 

Creedon said he’s communicated 
with the Carmel town supervisor, town 
counsel, and highway superintendent 

numerous times on this issue. And 
from those discussions he’s gathered the 
developer still needs to submit the proper 
paperwork to the town so the road can 
become public. 

“The district is deeply concerned about 
the safety of all of our students. However, 
we cannot address legal issues beyond our 
control,” Creedon said. “This is an issue 
that rests with the developer.” 

Creedon’s explanation is backed up 
by Carmel Supervisor Kenny Schmitt. 
He said town attorney Greg Folchetti 
has requested items from the developer 
that are missing. Without certain legal 
documents, the town can’t make the road 
public. The two sides spoke months ago, 
Schmitt said.

“It’s in their hands now,” Schmitt said 
Friday, referring to Cozzi. “The town 
is not holding this up and the school is 
not holding this up. The builder and his 
attorney are the ones that are delaying this 

continued from page 1

Hazardous Bus Stop Worries Mahopac School Parents

The following is a press release from the 
Putnam County Sheriff ’s Office.

The Putnam County Sheriff ’s Office 
reports that a Putnam Valley man is facing 
drug charges following a traffic stop in 
the town.  Mr. Keith J. Matthews, aged 33, 
of 55 Oak Ridge Drive, was arrested on 
October 10 after deputies pulled him over 
on the Taconic State Parkway in Putnam 
Valley.

At about 3:20 p.m. on October 10, 
deputies reportedly observed Mr. 
Matthews speeding in a car on the parkway 
and pulled him over.  During the course 
of the stop, the deputies found that he 
was allegedly in possession of quantities 
of Oxycodone pills, Tamazepam pills, 
Suboxone and marihuana, all controlled 
substances for which he did not have a 
valid prescription.  

Mr. Matthews was charged with 
multiple counts of criminal possession of 
a controlled substance in the fourth and 
seventh degrees, felonies, and unlawful 
possession of marihuana, a misdemeanor.  
He was also cited for speeding.

The defendant was arraigned before 
Carmel Town Justice Thomas Jacobellis, 
acting on behalf of the Putnam Valley 
Justice Court.  The judge remanded him 
to the county jail in lieu of $20,000 cash 
bail or $40,000 bail bond, pending further 
proceedings in the Putnam Valley Justice 
Court.  He remained held in the jail as of 
the time of this News Release. 
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Why Drive?
For Information Call: 
JTR Transportation
1.800.433.7444 
ext. 103
www.SeeYouOnTheBus.com

Tuesdays, Thursdays 
& Sundays
Hyde Park
Poughkeepsie
Fishkill
Brewster/Carmel

$40 BONUS PACKAGE VALUE!
$15 Meal/Retail Coupon
One $10 Bet Coupon & One $15 Free Bet

$30
Round Trip
Bus Fare

OUR BUS IS 
YOUR BEST BET.
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Why not extend your stay? 
Visit mymohegansun.com 
to view your hotel rates.

By David Propper
The Town of Kent’s budget won’t just 

stay below the New York State tax cap for 
a fourth straight year, but will also result 
in a zero percent tax levy increase yet 
again.

Under Supervisor Maureen Fleming’s 
tenure, the tax levy has remained flat 
and could again this year if the town 
board adopts the proposed budget she 
presented last Tuesday. The overall budget 
is currently at slightly over $18 million.

Fleming said when she met with 
department heads to discuss each 
department’s budget, she told them 
to take five percent off from their first 
proposal right away. 

“We try to play it very close to the 
vest because we know taxes are very 
burdensome for people in town,” Fleming 
said. “We certainly want to in the Town of 
Kent do what we can to alleviate some of 
the fiscal distress people are feeling.”

Fleming said during the meeting 
the budget would pull about $250,000 
from fund balance. Between 2014-2016, 
Fleming said the town board was able to 
add $1.4 million to the general fund and 
it is in overall healthy shape.

The money would mostly be moved to 
the highway department fund so the town 
can purchase some new equipment to 
replace defunct equipment, she said. 

One increase the town faces again is 

in health insurance, which has virtually 
spiked for every municipality in the 
county. Fleming said town employees 
would be offered an alterative health 
insurance program through Emblem 
Health that could result in “great savings” 
for employees and the town. So far, she 
hasn’t included that alternative program 
in the budget. 

Fleming said the town currently offers 
full-time workers insurance through 
the New York State Health Insurance 
Plan. The plan provides excellent health 
insurance, Fleming said, but is also 
expensive. 

Fleming said town employees pay for 
20 percent of their health insurance. The 
plan currently only has two options, but 
the alternative would give town employees 
more choices to meet different individual 
health needs. There will be sessions for 
employees to learn about the different 
health insurance going forward. 

“We wanted to give people the ability to 

have a choice,” Fleming said. “I think it’s a 
good idea for us to offer different options 
for people.”

Fleming said in an interview despite 
keeping taxes flat, she believes the town 
continues to progress. There are no layoffs 
and some modest pay bumps, she said.

“I think there are improvements made 
to the town,” Fleming said. “We’ve just 
been creative in doing them.”

Throughout the rest of October and 
part of November, the town board will 
further review the budget and meet with 
different departments. The spending plan 
must be adopted by mid-November. 

Kent Supervisor Proposes 4th Straight No Tax Increase Budget
‘We try to play it 
very close to the 
vest because we 
know taxes are 

very burdensome 
for people in 

town.’ - Supervisor 
Maureen Fleming

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Kent Supervisor Maureen Fleming proposed a 
budget that will keep taxes flat.
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Scott said the repairs on the vehicles cost 
about $27,000 last year and so far in 2017 
the repairs have cost about $15,000.

Councilman Jonathan Schneider asked 
if the town board could be provided with 
an equipment replacement schedule 
from the fire department. Scott said the 
department provided the schedule to the 
board last and would provide it again to 
the board.

Scott said the department’s plan is to 
obtain the two vehicles through a 10-year 
lease with an option to buy them. 

Schmitt said he understood that the 
vehicles needed to be replaced by the 
department, particularly because of 
the high cost of repairs for the current 
vehicles over the past two years. 

The town board and Mahopac fire 
department have been at odds at times 
following the discovery that former 
Mahopac FD treasurer Michael Klein 

stole more than $5 million from the 
department over 13 years. When the news 
broke in 2015, the town board decreased 
the fire department’s funding by $500,000 
the next couple of years against the wishes 
of department leadership. 

Klein is now in jail serving a federal 
prison sentence of more than six years. 

continued from page 1

Carmel Town Board Open to Hiking Mahopac FD Payment

Andrew DeStefano
Captain, NYPD (ret)

JLDeStefano@aol.com • www.andrewdestefano.net
• With “Team Smith” at the Board of Elections unlawfully invalidating  

legal Republican signatures to protect their 16-year perennial incumbent
• And our schools infested with drugs, our roads THE most dangerous in 

NY, and YOU the taxpayer footing the bill for  
multiple misconduct lawsuits....

Why is the incumbent being rammed down your throat by the 
Board of Elections? Why???

WRITE IN ANDREW DESTEFANO for Sheriff November 7th
• Commanded an NYPD Precinct

• PhD candidate in Advanced Crime Analysis
• The experience to develop a modern, data-driven,  

comprehensive crime control model 
(no more silly, baseless slogans like “Safest County”)

• Eliminate drugs in schools, reduce car accidents, reduce response time, 
greatly reduce unnecessary tickets, accountable for results  

FOR THE FIRST TIME
• Running on my name, not a political party line 

WRITE IN ANDREW DESTEFANO FOR PUTNAM SHERIFF 

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
The Carmel Town Board at its Oct. 11 meeting.

process.”
He stressed the town will act as soon 

as possible once it receives the correct 
documents and understood the residents’ 

concerns that live in the neighbohood. 
“We’re going to move forward with this 

and get it done,” Schmitt said, referring to 
when all paperwork is in. “We’re going to 
move very quickly to get the dedication 
done.”

Reached Monday afternoon, Cozzi said 
his attorney sent the town all the required 
information last week and expects it’ll 
arrive in the town office sometime this 
week. Taking the project over from 
another developer, Cozzi said some of the 

paperwork was incorrect the first time 
and resulted in a delay.   

Cozzi said he wants to get the road 
publicly dedicated desperately. 

“I want this off my plate more than 
anybody,” Cozzi said. 

continued from page 6

Hazardous Bus Stop Worries Mahopac School Parents
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Cost-saving benefits, personalized care 
Medicare Advantage 
Plans for 2018

Annual Election Period (AEP) is October 15 - December 7, 2017 

Call us today! 1-800-860-8707 TTY: 1-800-558-1125
Monday–Sunday, 8:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. from October 1–February 14

Monday–Friday, 8:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. from February 15–September 30

www.fideliscare.org@fideliscare H3328_FC 17126 Accepted

Benefit
Original 

Medicare1

Fidelis Medicare 
Advantage Flex 

(HMO-POS)

Fidelis Medicare 
$0 Premium (HMO)

Monthly Part B Premium2 $134 $38 $0

Flex Benefit None $400/year None

Part B Deductible $183 None None

PCP Copay 20% $5 $15

Specialist Copay 20% $30 $45

Outpatient Surgery in a Hospital or  
Ambulatory Surgical Center 20% $360 $360

Lab Tests $0 or 20% $20 $20

X-rays 20% $10 $10

Inpatient Copay $1,316
$360/day for days 1-5, per 

admission
$360/day for days 1-5,  

per admission

Part D Prescription Drug Coverage No
Yes, with $0 copay for 

preferred generics  
$125 deductible

Yes, with $0 copay for  
preferred generics

$0 deductible

Preventive Dental None Yes Yes

Hearing Device Discounts through TruHearing3 No Yes Yes

Money-saving Programs through My Advocate4 No Yes Yes

1These are 2017 amounts and may change for 2018. 2You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. 3Fidelis Care partners 
with TruHearing for discounted purchases of hearing devices. 4My Advocate Program, offered through a company called Altegra, 
connects members to money-saving programs, discounts, and services that may be available.  Premiums, copays, coinsurance, and 
deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help you receive. Please contact the plan for further details. This is not a complete 
listing of plans available in your service area. For a complete listing, contact the plan. The benefit information provided is a brief 
summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more information, contact the plan. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions 
may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on January 1 of each 
year. This information is available for free in other languages. Please contact our Member Services number at 1-800-860-8707 
(TTY: 1-800-558-1125). Fidelis Care is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State 
Department of Health Medicaid program. Enrollment in Fidelis Care depends on contract renewal.
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The Carmel Central School District 
Board of Education has developed 
a comprehensive strategic plan that 
provides a framework for the district 
to best serve students. Much work was 
accomplished in the past two years that 
includes a revision of the district’s mission 
statement, as well as the creation of a 
vision statements, core values, mission 
outcomes and identified strategies.  

“We are ready to move to the next phase, 
which is to again ask our community for 
feedback on implementation of the plan” 
commented superintendent of schools 
Andy Irvin. 

To engage the community in a dialogue 
about the school district, the district 
will hold its annual Carmel Café on 

Wednesday, November 1, 2017. There will 
be two sessions: The first is from 9 a.m. to 
10:45 a.m. in Casey Hall at Carmel High 
School, 30 Fair St. Carmel. The second 
session is from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. and will 
be held at Kent Elementary School, Route 
52, Carmel.  District residents are invited 
to attend one of these sessions. Space is 
limited. Those wishing to attend should 
RSVP to info@carmelschools.org by 
October 25.  

At one point or another, we’ve all used 
prescription drugs or over-the- counter 
(OTC) medicines to alleviate an illness 
– whether it’s to relieve pain or curb a 
cough. Unfortunately, too many young 
people and adults are abusing these drugs 
for a quick high. 

Nationally, prescription drugs are the 
second most abused category of drugs 
after marijuana, with one in five young 
adults reporting that they have abused a 
prescription drug. In addition, the 2011 
Monitoring the Future Survey found that 
5 percent of teens have abused over-the-
counter cough medicines containing the 
active ingredient dextromethorphan to 
get high over the past year. When abused 

in extreme excess—sometimes as much 
as 25 to 50 times the recommended 
dose— dextromethorphan can produce 
dangerous side effects, especially when 
combined with alcohol, illicit drugs, or 
certain prescription drugs.

“Although, prescription & OTC 
medicine abuse affect less than 1 percent 
of the student population in our County, 
it is nonetheless a serious problem. To 
that end, our coalitions continue to work 
to reduce, and prevent medicine abuse 
by teens and adults through education, 
community engagement, and local policy 
changes,” said Bruce Kelly, coalition 
coordinator for Putnam Communities 
That Care Coalition.

Please visit Putnam CTC’s Facebook 
page https://www.facebook.com/Putnam-
Communities-That-Care-Coalition-
NY-136293739763661/ and the following 
website http://stopmedicineabuse.org for 
more information. 

Also please take advantage of the 
seven MedReturn boxes that are located 
throughout Putnam County to dispose 
of unused medications. The boxes are in 
the following locations: Putnam County 
Sheriff ’s Office, Carmel, Carmel Police 
Department, Mahopac, Kent Police 
Department, Kent, Patterson Town Hall, 
Patterson, Putnam Valley Town Hall, 
Putnam Valley, Philipstown Town Hall, 
Cold Spring and the Kern Building, 

Brewster. We will also be holding a 
Medication Take Back Day on Saturday 
October 28, at the Putnam Hospital 
Center from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The Putnam Communities That Care 
Coalition is an anti-drug coalition that 
works to build a safe and healthy family-
oriented community, which includes 
reducing the use of harmful substances 
by our adolescents. It is composed 
of individuals from all sectors of the 
community who work together to reduce 
risk factors and strengthen protective 
factors through education, enforcement 
and policy initiatives.

State Assemblywoman Sandy Galef (D/
Ossining) was joined recently by Ossining 
School District Superintendent Dr. 
Raymond Sanchez, Ossining Police Chief 
Kevin Sylvester and concerned Ossining 
PTA parents to promote legislation 
sponsored by herself and Senator Sue 
Serino that would protect children from 
possible dangerous sex offenders working 
in their schools by ensuring that schools 
are immediately notified if any of their 
employees are arrested for sex offenses.

Earlier this year, a longtime Ossining 
school custodian was convicted of 
two misdemeanors and two felonies, 
including the third-degree rape of a 
victim under the age of 17, taking many 
in the community by surprise. During 
the course of the criminal case against 
him, the employee continued to work in

the school, in direct contact with 
students, as the superintendent’s office 
was only made aware of the situation 
through an anonymous handwritten letter 

after a guilty verdict was found. Because 
of a loophole in current state law that 
does not require schools to be provided 
with arrest notifications of employees 
hired before 2001, the Ossining School 
District had no idea of the sex offense 
charge against the employee.

Galef ’s bill, sponsored by Serino, would 
amend the Education Law by requiring 
local law enforcement to immediately 
notify school superintendents of any 
employee’s arrest for a sex crime, 

regardless of the year they were hired.
“Schools should be a safe place for 

all students, and the adults that young 
people come in contact with should be 
trustworthy and should never be a threat 
to the safety and security of the children 
and their studies,” Galef said. “This bill 
will help schools to protect their students 
and ensure that this troubling situation 
never happens again.”

The League of Women Voters of 
Putnam County, in cooperation with 
Mahopac Public Library, invites Putnam 
County residents to attend the Meet the 
Candidates event on Monday, October 
23, 6 p.m. at the Library. This is an 
opportunity to meet our local candidates, 
and become an informed voter.

Individuals running for the following 
offices have been invited to attend: 
Putnam County Sheriff; Putnam County 
Legislature Districts #2 (Putnam Valley), 
and #3 (Kent); Town of Carmel – Town 

Council; Town of Kent – Town Supervisor, 
Town Council, and Town Justice; Town 
of Patterson – Town Council and Town 
Justice; Town of Patterson – Town 
Council and Town Justice; Town of 
Philipstown – Town Council; Town of 
Putnam Valley – Town Justice; Town of 
Southeast – Town Council. This event 
is open to the public.  Each candidate 
will speak for approximately three to 
five minutes, followed by individual 
conversation between the audience and 
the candidates. 

Residents are reminded that Election 
Day is Tuesday, November 7; if you are 
not sure where to vote in your town, 
please contact the Putnam County Board 
of Elections by calling 845-808-1300.

The League of Women Voters is a 
nonpartisan political organization 
that encourages informed and active 
participation in government, works to 
increase understanding of major public 
policy issues, and influences public 
policy through education and advocacy. 
Membership is open to women and men, 

16 years and older.  Putnam County 
League of Women Voters is one of over 
50 local Leagues across New York State. 
Voter registration forms will be available 
at the League of Women Voters table. 
For more information about the Putnam 
County League call (845) 216-7058, or 
visit our Facebook Page.

For additional information about 
programs at Mahopac Library, visit www.
mahopaclibrary.org, or call 845-628-2009, 
ext. 100.

October is National Medicine Abuse Awareness Month

Galef’s Bill to Help Schools Protect Students from Sex Offenders

Meet the Candidates Running for Public Office in Putnam

Carmel Schools’ Residents Encouraged to Participate in Carmel Café
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By Neal Rentz
Music has played an important role in 

the life of Ossining resident Carol Arrucci, 
and she and her husband, Ray, are sharing 
her passion at their two locations of The 
Cortlandt School of Performing Arts.

Part of Carol Arrucci’s responsibilities 
is teaching piano and voice. Ray Arrucci, 
who is an actor, is responsible for most 
of the administrative duties of the two 
schools. Combined, the two schools have 
28 instructors. 

The business’ first location was in 
Croton, which is still open with the same 
name. The couple opened their second 
school in Mohegan Lake 18 months ago 
in a small location off Route 6. 

“We picked a small location just to 
test the waters up here to see if there was 
interest,” Carol Arrucci recalled last week. 
“And we got really full really fast.”  

With the significant number of 
students coming to the second location 
in Mohegan Lake, the co-owners moved 
across the street to the current location at 
1950 E. Main St. last spring.

Arrucci said many of her students came 
from the Mohegan Lake and Ossining 
areas to the Croton facility. “Our rooms 
were getting really full” and she and 
her husband decided to open a second 

location. “We discovered that there was 
need up here,” she said. 

Many of her young students are 
enrolled in the Lakeland, Yorktown and 
Putnam Valley school districts, as well 
as living in Mahopac. The schools offer 
individual musical instrument lessons 

for youths and adults, as well as training 
youths for musical theater productions. 

One of Ray Arrucci’s most notable 
works was his involvement as an extra 
in the 2015 HBO miniseries “Show Me 
a Hero,” about the turmoil in Yonkers 
over a controversial federal housing 

desegregation case.
Carol Arrucci was a middle school 

music teacher in the Hendrick Hudson 
School District for 25 years. “I know all 
the music teachers in the area,” she said.”

She also was musical director for several 
community theater productions and was 
a conductor. One of her career highlights 
was working on the Broadway production 
of “Joseph and Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat” in 1993. She 
was the children’s chorus director. She 
described working on Broadway as an 
“amazing” experience. About 70 choruses 
of children auditioned, she said, adding 
it took less than two months to prepare 
the show for opening night. “It was a very 
condensed schedule,” she said. “I taught 
them all their music.” 

On opening night of the Broadway 
show, “I was crying. I was very excited. I 
couldn’t contain myself,” Arrucci recalled. 
“It was like a dream, a dream come true.” 

The Cortlandt School of Performing Arts 
is located at 1950 E. Main St. (Route 6) 
in Mohegan Lake. For more information, 
call 914-402-4250, send an e-mail to 
CortArts@yahoo.com or visit CortArts.
com. The school has a related second 
location at 24 Old Albany Post Rd. in 
Croton. 

The Cortlandt School of Performing Arts 
Mohegan Lake

Business 

of the Week

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO

Ossining resident Carol Arrucci co-owns The Cortlandt School of  Performing Arts with her husband, Ray.

Vote November 7th
ROBERT L. LANGLEY FOR SHERIFF

PAID FOR BY FRIENDS OF LANGLEY
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Across
1. Biz ___
4. Mich.’s Sault ___ Marie Canals
7. Skedaddle
10. Parcel carrier
11. Lyricist Gershwin
12. Prefix with logical
13. Mohegan Lake pizzeria
15. Naught
16. Surpass
18. Row
20. Churchill’s sign
21. Like some ports
22. Hawk’s leash
23. ___’easter
24. Phoebe of “Fast Times at Ridgemont 
High”
25. Opinion opener
27. Female sib
28. You don’t need film to eat at this 
Shrub Oak
eatery, Joe ____ Deli
32. Popular
33. Evidence collectors
34. Toward the rear
35. Naval rank, abbr.
36. Stan who co-created Spider-Man
37. Mid-seventh-century date

Down
1. Demand for payment
2. Org. that banned DDT
3. Vision care group
4. Stored, in terms of technology

5. Extended family
6. Allay, as fears
7. Like Paganini, by birth
8. Snowy road dilemma
9. Ratted
14. Flirtatious viewers
17. Actress Mimieux
18. Stately residence
19. Arrogant people
22. ‘Thor’ actress Alexander
24. Quit
25. Tennis great, Arthur
26. Book after Proverbs, abbr.
29. “Far out”
30. Patriots’ grp.
31. Cardinal letters

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 18

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Don’t Let Winter Give You a Fright
Call Sclafani, We Do Things Right!

Generators, Complete High Effi ciency 
Heating & Cooling Systems & more! 

Licensed, insured and bonded! 
Quality guaranteed!

845 628-1330
sclafanienergy.com

Licensed, insured and bonded! 

845 628-1330

Licensed, insured and bonded! 

845 628-1330
8 4 5 . 8 7 8 . 3 4 5 6

2597 Rt. 22 Patterson
pattersonautobody.com

Check us out on Facebook
for exclusive specials!

WHEEL ALIGNMENT WITH YOUR
PURCHASE OF A SET OF 4 TIRES50% OFF50% OFF

OFFER EXPIRES 11/16/17

Your Complete Automotive Service Center

S O M E  R E S T R I C T I O N S  M A Y  A P P LY

PattersonAutoBodyny

Now Offering Goodyear Credit Card
Special financing on orders of $250 +

Double your rebate up to $120
Please call for details. Certain restrictions apply.
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Suki is a wonderful girl  
who will bring so much  

happiness to a lucky family! 
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On Saturday, September 16, Michael 
O’Brien of Brewster, completed his Eagle 
Scout project to earn the Boy Scouts of 
America’s highest rank of the same name. 

O’Brien, along with a team of supporters 
and volunteers, constructed a windmill at 
the newly renovated Tilly Foster Farm on 
Route 312 in the Town of Southeast.

“I took on the windmill project at 
the suggestion of County Executive 
MaryEllen Odell,” said Eagle Scout 
Michael O’Brien. “My goal was to add 
to the scenic beauty and character of 
this historic farm, as well as providing a 
utilitarian purpose, whereby the newly 

constructed windmill might serve as an 
exhibit to demonstrate wind power as an 
alternative energy source.”

“Michael O’Brien is a talented and 
resourceful young man,” said Odell. “I am 
grateful and impressed with the outcome 
of this project. We are so proud of the 
work that has gone into renovating Tilly 
Foster over the past year. The addition 
of this beautiful windmill, at the hands 
of Michael and his dedicated team of 
community volunteers, further enhances 
the history of this magnificent property.”

O’Brien raised funds for the project by 
hosting a Spaghetti Dinner at the Knights 
of Columbus. The organization donated 
the space and resources in support of the 
initiative. Bruce Kraemer, a structural 
engineer who owns Kraemer Building 
Corp., offered professional advice on how 
to properly proceed with the windmill’s 
construction, and Joe Cianciulli of A&J 
Cianciulli Crane Company, donated his 
services to erect the newly constructed 
windmill. Special thanks also goes to 
Peter Allegretta, former Chairman for 
the P.C. Joint Veterans Council for his 
assistance in operating the Crane.  

Tilly Foster offers a wide array of 
attractions, activities, and entertainment, 
including visits with friendly farm 

animals, a hiking trail, community 
gardening, shopping at weekend farmers’ 
market, culinary arts education, and 
regularly scheduled entertainment events 
– and of course, the best farm-to-table 
dining in the Hudson Valley.

For more information about Tilly Foster 
Farm and Tilly’s Table calendar of events, 
please visit: www.putnamtillyfoster.com.

    PROBLEM

    PERMANENT SOLUTION

CALL FOR A FREE
IN-HOME CONSULTATION

(845)245-2748 
 28 Fair Ave #2, Middletown, NY 10940

 GutterHelmetNY.com

* Void where prohibited by law. Promotions may not be combined or used with prior purchases.  Customer will receive 23% off total list purchase price.  Promotion to be applied by sales representative at time of contract execution with 75 foot minimum purchase.  Available at time of initial visit only.  Expires 11/19/17.  Free gutter cleaning 
and tune up applies only to gutters on which new Gutter Helmet is purchased.  (t) No Money Down, No Interest, No Payments applies if the balance is paid in full within 12 months.  Huff ‘N Puff [HNP] is neither a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided by 3rd party lenders unaffi liated with HNP, under terms and conditions arranged 
directly between the customer and such lender, all subject to credit requirements, approval and satisfactory completion of fi nance documents. Finance terms advertised are estimates only.  HNP is not responsible for typos.  ©2017 Huff ‘N Puff.   

• Rain goes in, leaves and debris stay out
• Melts damaging ice and snow during winter

• Installs on new or existing gutters
• Lifetime Guarantee

Ask About How 
Helmet Heat

Can Prevent Ice 
Damage

Serving Eastern NY
SINCE
1973

and installed over
7,500

gutter jobs locally.

Rockland: H-10902
Putnam: PC3852
Westchester: WC-29378-H17

Eagle Scout Project Adds Windmill to Tilly Foster Farm

PROVIDED PHOTO
Front row left to right: Mike O’Brien, Sr., County 
Executive MaryEllen Odell, Eagle Scout Mike 
O’Brien, Jr., and Lou Albano. Back row: Volunteers, 
Mike Dellisola and Kevin Barry. 

‘The addition of this 
beautiful windmill, at 
the hands of Michael 

and his dedicated 
team of community 
volunteers, further 

enhances the history 
of this magnificent 

property.’ -  
County Executive 
MaryEllen Odell
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The Putnam County Economic 
Development Corporation held its 4th  
“Meet Our Directors” cocktail hour at the 
Iron and Wine restaurant in the town of 
Patterson on Monday, September 25. 

“The town of Patterson is experiencing 
a great influx of new businesses; our doors 
are always open to work with anyone to 
who is interested to establish themselves 
here,” stated town of Patterson Supervisor 
Richard Williams Sr.

Richard Weiss, owner, Weiss Financial 
Group; George Joiner, Putnam SCORE; 
Kevin Callahan CCIM Broker, Covington 
Commercial Realty; Amy Haight, 
Engineer, the Chazen Companies; Larry 
LePere, Engineer, Walden Environmental 
Engineering; Robert Roselli, Civil 
Engineer; Lauri Bell, Assessor, Town 
of Southeast; Carl Grossman, Quality 
Franchises; Robert Ladau, town of 
Patterson Planning Board; Susan Ragusa, 
Consultant; Sarah Johnson, Putnam 
County Historian; and Dr. Terry Hines, 
Professor of Cognitive Neuroscience, Pace 
University were in attendance.

The Iron and Wine Restaurant of 
Patterson, owned by Tom Stevens, served 
as the perfect location for networking in a 
cozy, colorful atmosphere. The tapas-style 
restaurant sits overlooking the Westview 
Golf Driving range with a back patio 
where guests can enjoy sunset views or 
relax family style inside with an authentic 

rustic Spanish decor. PEDC guests enjoyed 
cocktails at the copper-covered bar.

Putnam EDC Treasurer Richard Weiss 
stated, “The Putnam EDC has connections 
with town supervisors, Chambers of 
Commerce, Putnam County brokers, 

and Putnam County IDA which is once 
again in compliance.  PEDC has been in 
operation for 26 years, and we continue 
to utilize our connections to usher in new 
businesses and jobs to Putnam County.”

Putnam EDC President Jill Varricchio 
agreed stating, “We host these events to 
show that the line of communication 
is open, and that we enjoy bringing 
motivated business people together to 
ensure balanced growth of this county.”

The “Meet Our Directors” networking 
event has been an ongoing effort this 
summer to bring together those interested 
in doing business in Putnam County.  Past 
events were held at Watson’s restaurant 
in the town of Putnam Valley, Cathryn’s 
Tuscan Grill in the town of Cold Spring, 
and the Jaipore Royal Indian Cuisine in 
the town of Southeast.

The PEDC hopes to hold their next 
event in the town of Mahopac. “The 
municipalities of Carmel and Mahopac 
share a Chamber of Commerce and have 
been working together successfully to 
develop the Route 6 corridor as a main 
attraction to bring in business from 
tourists and provide entertainment and 

dining options for the residents of Putnam 
County. We are certain that the motivated 
businesspeople of Carmel and Mahopac 
will enjoy the networking opportunity 
that the PEDC will provide.” Stated PEDC 
Admin Assistant Erika Jenkins. 

The mission of Putnam County 
Economic Development Corporation is 
to be the primary facilitator connecting 
local resources with opportunities to 
deliver economic growth. We work to 
cultivate and expand existing business as 
well as promote commercial real estate to 
attract new business. We market county 
assets such as proximity to New York 
City, its Metro North transit links, its 
infrastructure, and highly skilled work 
force. We advocate for development 
projects among municipalities and 
planning boards to ensure the growth of 
our county’s tax base. We educate and 
assist local nonprofits, small businesses 
and municipalities with incentive and 
grant programs from New York State, 
utility companies and other funding 
sources. We strive for balanced growth 
throughout the county to meet the needs 
of our broad audience.

The list of participating emergency service providers includes: Mahopac Falls Volunteer Fire 
Department Dive Team • Mohegan Volunteer Fire Association Fire Prevention Trailer 

Putnam County Hazmat Team • Putnam County Sheriff's Department • New York State 
Police • Carmel Police Department • Town of Carmel Highway Department

Red Cross • Central Hudson • NYSEG • Sparky the Fire Dog and the Putnam 911 Fox
 Also, we are planning live demonstrations on vehicle extrication, forcible entry, hose-line 

advancement, first aid and propane emergencies.

For further details go to: www.mahopacvfd.com

Putnam County District Attorney 
Robert Tendy announced last week that 
he has used money from the District 
Attorney Asset Forfeiture funds and Safe 
Street Grant funds to purchase five body 
armor vests for the Town of Kent Police 
Department.

Tendy said that “over the past year, 
various law enforcement agencies have 
contacted my office and have put in 
requests for equipment to help in their 
assignments. Chief Alex DiVernieri 
contacted my office and said that he 
could really use these vests—they are so 
important and can save lives. I agreed 
right away.”

Chief DeVernieri stated that “the safety 
of our officers is paramount. I want to 
thank DA Tendy for purchasing these 
vests for our officers and providing them 
with the tools they need to stay safe.”

In the past year, Tendy has used grants 
and asset forfeiture funds to provide 
simulator training pistols, body armor 
vests, and electronic devices to law 
enforcement agencies working in and 
for Putnam. “That’s what the money is 
for, to help the deputies, police officers, 
and troopers do their job safely and 
effectively,” Tendy said. “We are going to 
do a lot more of it. Anything we can do to 
help, we will do it.”

Kent PD Gets New Body Armor Vests

PROVIDED PHOTO
PEDC president Jill Varricchio with county business 
owners at a Sep. 25 event.

PROVIDED PHOTO
DA Robert Tendy with members of  the Kent PD including chief  Alex DiVernieri.

Putnam EDC Hosts ‘Meet Our Directors’ Night in Patterson
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Medicare&More

If you want help understanding your 2018  
Medicare options, you’ll love chatting with us. 

Talk to us at a FREE meeting to learn how  
you can get more out of your Medicare  
in one convenient plan.
 • Original Medicare Benefits
 • Prescription Drug Coverage
 • Dental and Vision
 • And more

Call today and reserve your seat at a Medicare meeting.  
Bring a friend. Walk-ins welcome.
1-844-879-4369 (TTY users call 711),  
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. in your local time zone Monday – Friday. 

POUGHKEEPSIE
Poughkeepsie Hampton Inn & Suites
2361 South Road
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
10/19, 10/26
11/2, 11/9, 11/16, 11/30
12/4, 12/5

MT KISCO 
Holiday Inn
One Holiday Inn Drive
Mt Kisco, NY 10549
10/19, 10/26
11/2, 11/9, 11/16, 11/30
12/4, 12/5

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS
Elks Lodge
590 Waverly Road
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
10/19, 10/26
11/2, 11/9, 11/16, 11/30
12/4, 12/5

FISHKILL
Ramada Fishkill
542 Route 9
Fishkill, NY 12524
10/19, 10/26
11/2, 11/9, 11/16, 11/30
12/4, 12/5

CARMEL
Nelson’s Tavern at Centennial Golf Club
185 John Simpson Road
Carmel, NY 10512
10/19, 10/27
11/2, 11/9, 11/16, 11/30
12/4, 12/5

All meetings are from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  

4 out of 5 Stars Rated  
by Medicare 2017

Today’s Options® PPO is a Medicare Advantage plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in Today’s Options® PPO depends on contract renewal. Your call may be  
answered by a licensed agent. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more information. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions 
may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or copayments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year. A sales person will be present with information and applications. 
For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings call 1-866-422-1967 (TTY users call 711). Medicare evaluates plans based on a 5-Star rating  
system. Star Ratings are calculated each year and may change from one year to the next. You may enroll in the plan only during specific times of the year unless 
you qualify for a Special Election Period (SEP) or Initial Coverage Election Period (ICEP). Today’s Options® PPO complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and 
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. ATTENTION: If you speak a language other than English, language assistance 
services, free of charge, are available to you. Call 1-888-736-7442 (TTY: 711). Spanish: ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de 
asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1-888-736-7442 (TTY: 711). Chinese: 注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助服務。請致電 
1-888-736-7442 (TTY: 711)。
Y0067_GR_AD_CB_0617 CMS Accepted 06/21/2017
©WellCare 2017
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I am writing to express my personal 
views about the announcement by 
Southeast Town Supervisor Tony Hay 
that he is proposing a 2018 Town budget 
which will include a Town tax increase 
of 9.47 percent.  Although I am generally 
opposed to the perpetual tax increases 
imposed on us by local government, 
even those within the State mandated 
“cap,” it is my opinion that the increase 
which Supervisor Hay proposes this year 
is necessary.  In my view, it is the most 
reasonable and fiscally sound way to 
deal with the extraordinary additional 
expenses the Town must pay in 2018, 
some of which are beyond its control.  

I am informed that the cost to the 
Town for refuse and garbage removal will 
increase approximately $400,000 in 2018, 

while the cost to provide health insurance 
will increase $108,000.  The cost of refuse 
collection will then increase no more than 
3% annually for a six year period, totaling 
approximately $369,000.  Future health 
care increases cannot be determined, but 
are inevitable.  Furthermore, the Town of 
Southeast may have the additional cost 
of the Brewster Library expansion bond, 
which if passed, will impose the cost of 
carrying a $2.9 million debt on the Town 
and the library for the next 25 years.  

Given these new demands on the 
Town of Southeast budget, it seems to 
me that the most responsible way to deal 
with them is by increasing town taxes as 
Supervisor Hay proposes.  I recognize 
and have commended Supervisor Hay for 
his responsible Town Budgets in the past.  

I am aware that each year since he took 
office, he and the Town Board have run the 
Town of Southeast “in the black”, resulting 
in changing the Town’s general account 
from a negative balance under Supervisors 
Dunford and Rights, to a very strong 
positive balance under Supervisor Hay 
and the current Town Board.  However, 
confronted with the extraordinary 
expenses which the Town must satisfy in 
2018, I agree that the proposed increase 
is necessary.  It will provide a long term 
solution to deal with the budget needs, 
and it avoids diminishing the Town of 
Southeast surplus for what would only 
be a temporary response to the Town’s 
needs.  Surely, I agree that spending 
reductions in next year’s budget should 
be sought, but by taking funds from the 

general balance to pay the extraordinary 
2018 town expenses will only “kick the 
can down the road”, and reduce the 
Town’s ability to respond to any future 
critical demands which might occur.  
In my view, maintaining a ten percent 
surplus is not only recommended by the 
State Comptroller’s office, it is fiscally 
responsible and necessary.

Finally, if I were to be asked to pay an 
additional $9 a year for the tremendous 
improvement in service which has 
resulted from the new garbage contract, I 
would quickly agree.

Thank you for considering my views on 
this matter.

James Ryan
Brewster

Liar, perjury, conspiracy, official 
misconduct, abuse of power, 
untrustworthy and dishonest. These 
are just some of the words that come to 
mind when I think of Sheriff Donald B. 
Smith. Not exactly the qualities we want 
to see in our sheriff. On March 30, 2013, 
the sheriff ’s department under Smith’s 
direction and without having the probable 
cause to do so, arrested Alexandru Hossu 
for a crime he did not commit. We 
know that Donald Smith knowingly and 
intentionally, issued several news releases 
to the public containing information 
about D.A. Adam Levy that was not 
true. We also know that Donald Smith 
sent letters to the F.B.I., Department of 
Homeland Security, the U.S. Attorney 
and the N.Y.S. Attorney General, again, 

making criminal allegations and calling 
for an investigation into D.A. Adam 
Levy. We learned recently how emphatic 
Smith was in those letters, calling for the 
arrest of Adam Levy for crimes Smith 
knew very well, Levy did not commit. 
These acts alone constitute the crimes of 
official misconduct and falsely reporting 
an incident. In my opinion, Donald Smith 
is standing on the wrong side of the jail 
bars, he should be arrested for his crimes 
and not rewarded with a fifth term to 
continue his rein of terror. A person 
who has been entrusted by the people 
with this kind of power, who abuses this 
power, should no longer have it. It is an 
insult to the intelligence of the voters of 
Putnam County that this man is even on 
the ballot. If Smith had any decency left, 

he would have dropped out and that says 
it all about Smith.  

Over the past 11 months, we have 
listened to the mainstream media 
reports about how Russia meddled and 
interfered in the 2016 democratic process 
of electing a president by disseminating 
false information about a candidate. Isn’t 
that exactly what Donald Smith actually 
did? And isn’t it obvious that Smith’s 
actions did in fact affect the outcome of 
the race for the Putnam County District 
Attorney’s Office? You bet they did. In 
Washington, they are calling for hearings 
and investigations, why aren’t we? We 
all know how dirty politics is, but what 
Donald Smith did is un-American. In our 
democratic society, the people who hold 
elected office are chosen by the voters in a 

fair election, not by one man like Donald 
Smith. 

Donald Smith, a man who claims to 
be a patriot, defender of freedom and 
democracy, perverted our democratic 
process by lying to the public and to 
multiple law enforcement agencies for the 
purpose of influencing an election. Smith 
perverted our criminal and civil justice 
system by lying under oath, a crime.

I find it interesting that a quote from the 
celebrated British writer, Samuel Johnson, 
on April 7, 1775, also reminds me of Don 
Smith, “Patriotism is the last refuge of a 
scoundrel.” Still true to this day.

Michael F. Corrigan
Retired Putnam County Sheriff ’s Dept. 
Criminal Investigator

Letters to the Editor

I write this letter in support of Bob 
Cullen and Liz Hudak in their bid to 
remain on the Town Board in the Town 
of Southeast.

Let us never forget the time, eight 
years ago specifically, when Bob and Liz 
stepped up at a time when our Town 
had been mismanaged and was in a state 
of turmoil under the administration of 
former Supervisor Michael Rights and 
Councilman Dwight Yee.  Rights and 
his cohort Yee cost the Town millions 

of dollars in surplus revenue and made 
the Town an embarrassment to Putnam 
County.  Bob Cullen and Liz Hudak 
brought respectability back to Southeast 
through their honest and hard work 
despite the abuse they had to endure.  

The Southeast reserve fund is back to 
a healthy level in the event they need to 
call on it to keep the town under the 2 
percent tax cap.  We owe it to Bob and Liz 
to support them.

Liz Hudak is an attorney who diligently 

leads by researching local issues and 
makes intelligent, informed decisions.

Bob Cullen has a background in 
law enforcement and works tirelessly 
around town assisting our residents and 
keeping the School Board on their toes.  
Bob’s integrity is unparalleled and his 
dedication to our residents is unmatched.

Sometimes we hear that “Change” is 
good.  I believe that when our leaders 
have the experience and commitment 
that we’ve seen in Cullen and Hudak, 

we should stick with experience.  In 
November please do not forget the hard 
work and achievements that Bob and Liz 
have brought to the Town of Southeast on 
behalf of our residents.

Paul Jonke
Brewster
Jonke is a legislator on the Putnam 
County Legislature representing part of 
the Town of Southeast.

I’ll be voting for John Lord for 
Southeast Town Council and I want 
to know that John is one of the most 
qualified candidates we’ve ever had. John 
has been passionate about Southeast for 
as long as I’ve known him. He grew up 
here, raised a family here and plans to live 
here after he retires. I’ve lived in Southeast 
long enough to see retired local officials 

raise our taxes, take their pensions and 
move. But, John wants to make Southeast 
affordable and comfortable for all our 
residents. Now, John will not have to play 
‘catch-up’ when elected. He’s attended 
Town and Planning Board meetings for 
years. He knows exactly what’s going on 
and how to fix what’s broken. John is one 
of those quiet people who gets things 

done.  He is a leader.  He is someone 
who can be trusted to work for us, and to 
improve our community. 

His running mate, Melinda Montanaro, 
will help round out the Town Board with 
much needed new ideas.

We need positive changes in Southeast 
and we’re lucky to have the opportunity 
this year to vote for someone who will 

make them.  So I strongly urge Southeast 
voters to go the polls and elect John Lord 
on November 7.

  
John Riley
Brewster

Voters Should Support Experienced Candidates for Southeast Town Board

Dem. Slate for Southeast Board Has Passion for Town

Hay’s Proposed Budget in Southeast Good for Town

Sheriff Smith’s Actions Should Warrant Outrage
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Re: recent coverage of the county 
patriotic rally for the flag and anthem 
in support of the flag and national 
anthem, which seemed to stem from the 
NFL players’ “taking a knee” during the 
anthem, seems somewhat misplaced. One 
could argue that there were two competing 
patriotic expressions, reverence for the 
flag and anthem vs. reverence for the 
constitution, which guarantees free 
speech, even symbolic speech as defined 
by the Supreme Court.

However, I find no competing patriotic 
defenses for the act of possible liable and 
defamation as expressed by our Sheriff 
Don Smith. Indeed his guilty acts are 
going to cost taxpayers the $125,000 share 
of his fine and a potential cost in civil suit 
for $45 million that resulted from these 
actions. 

Yet these unlawful actions by a 
law enforcement official brought no 
reprimand from the Republican Party 
which endorsed his re-election. Somehow, 
county officials and the Republican Party 

can become hysterical over incidents 
in the NFL, which are constitutionally 
protected, but has no reaction to a truly 
unpatriotic action by a law enforcement 
official guilty of defamation, lying about 
documents, etc. 

It is indeed a strange double standard 

when private citizens exercise their rights 
as they see them are considered un-
American, but a law enforcement official, 
entrusted with carrying our the laws 
not un-American nor unpatriotic, but is 
rewarded with support to continue his 

unlawful escapades. As the judge in the 
McCarthy hearing long ago said, “have 
you no shame?”

John Roden
Carmel 

Letters to the Editor

One of our country’s most important 
documents is the Constitution of the 
United States. This document is the 
supreme law of the land and outlines both 
the powers of the federal government and 
our rights as citizens. 

In 2004, President George W. Bush 
signed Public Law 108-447. Section 111 
requires the following:

“Each educational institution that 

receives Federal funds for a fiscal year 
shall hold an educational program on the 
United States Constitution on September 
17 of such year for the students served by 
the educational institution.” 

I am extremely proud that the 
administration and staff of the Carmel 
Central School District not only met the 
minimum requirements, but went above 
and beyond to ensure that students of all 

ages throughout our five schools learned 
about and now more fully understand the 
great significance of our Constitution. 

Activities and programs included a live 
musician’s performance of the “Preamble 
Song” from Schoolhouse Rock and 
educational videos. In addition, there 
were analytical and writing assignments. 

Our students exemplified the 
“Citizenship” component of the “Six C’s” 

at Carmel Schools on Constitution Day 
and our community is better off for it.

John C. Curzio II
Curzio II is a member of the Carmel 
Central School District Board of 
Education and is expressing his personal 
opinion here that is not intended to 
represent that of any other members or 
the board itself.

While off-year election rarely inspire 
residents to vote, it’s important to 
remember how vital our local elections 
are. At this level, our elected officials see 
that our roads are plowed, our garbage 
removed and that our town property 
taxes remain low. 

I voted for both John Lord and Lynne 
Eckardt in 2015 thus I know how 
important it is to elect John Lord this 
November. Lynne works tirelessly for 
Southeast residents and John will do 
the same. Neither are a rubber stamp 
for careless rezoning and unsustainable 

development and, more importantly, both 
are fiscally prudent. We need another 
hardworking, frugal and independent 
voice on the Southeast Town Board.

On Tuesday, November 7th I’ll be 
voting for Melinda Montanaro and John 
Lord. Southeast needs bright, energetic 

and committed Town Board members 
now more than ever.

Edward Murray
Brewster

Carmel Schools Does Top Tier Job with Constitutional Lessons 

Lord Would be Hardworking Voice for Southeast

Sheriff ’s Prior Actions Don’t Represent American Values

646-679-5996Attorney Advertising 

1745 Broadway, 17th Floor
New York, New York 10019 

366 Jackson St., Suite 100
St. Paul, MN 55101

ABUSED by CLERGY? 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS!  
Contact us about the Archdiocese of New York  

and Diocese of Brooklyn Sexual Abuse  
Compensation Programs (IRCP)

November 1 Archdiocese of NY
DEADLINE TO ACT:

Visit 
TheExaminerNews.com 

and click on Puzzles  
at the top of the  

homepage to play  
today's crossword!
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Anthony Carbonaro
Anthony Carbonaro, 86, of Mahopac, 

died on September 30, surrounded by 
his loving family. Born on January 3, 
1931, in New York City to the late James 
and Dora (Manzi) Carbonaro.  On 
September 11, 1954, he married the love 
of his life Frances (Susi) at the Old St. 
Patrick’s Church in NYC. Anthony was 
a Longshoreman and was employed by 
I.L.A. in NYC at the World Trade Center.  
He was an avid Yankee fan but most of 
all he enjoyed spending his time with his 
family and friends. Survived by his loving 
wife, Frances, his three adoring children 
Dottie Gardner, Carol Carbonaro-Torrisi, 
and Darryl, two cherished grandchildren, 
Amanda Crumb and Michael Gardner 
whom he adored.  He is predeceased by 
his beloved son, James who passed in 
2002.  He will be dearly missed by all who 
had known and loved him. He will always 
be in our hearts. Services will be private.  
In lieu of flowers, dedicate a donation 
in his name to the St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital, www.StJude.org (800) 
805-5856.

Helen S. McCahill
Helen S. McCahill, of Brewster died 

peacefully at home on Thursday October 
5. She was 94 years old. Mrs. McCahill 
was born on December 5, 1922 in 
Queens, daughter to the late Gilbert and 
Helen (Suttlehan) Schrader. On February 
7, 1948 she married the love of her life 
John ‘Jack’ McCahill. Jack predeceased 
his wife on November 29, 1989. Helen 
was a file clerk with the Putnam County 
Finance Department for 20 years before 
retiring. She was also a Eucharistic 
minister at St. Lawrence O’Toole Church 
in Brewster. Helen enjoyed flower 
gardens and traveling, but her greatest 
joy was found in spending time with her 
family. They were truly the center of her 
world. Helen is survived by her seven 
children; Jacqueline Angioletti (Robert) 
of Wappingers Falls, Susan McCahill of 
Brewster, Michael McCahill (Heather) 
of North Salem, Helen Russo (Joseph) 
of White Plains, Judith Meyer (Robert) 
of Patterson, Timothy McCahill of 
Brewster, and Kathleen Campbell (Mark) 
of Pawling, her 11 grandchildren and 10 
great grandchildren

Kenneth John Stefanak
Kenneth John Stefanak, 84, of 

Danbury, CT, formerly of Carmel, 
died on October 6, surrounded by his 
loving family. Mr. Stefanak was born 
on September 30, 1933, to Francis and 
Margaret (Rodgers) Stefanak in Queens. 
Growing up with his two brothers and 
one sister, Kenneth developed a love for 
sports, theatrics, and service. Kenneth 
proudly served our country with the U.S. 
Army during the Korean Conflict. On 
April 29, 1961, he married Barbara Ann 

Marie Riordan at St. John’s R.C. Church 
in the Bronx, and together they were 
blessed with four children: Kathleen, 
Kenneth, Barbara, and Jacqueline. 
Kenneth devoted his career to the New 
York City Fire Department, Engine 75/ 
Ladder 33/Batt.19 in the Bronx. No one 
could fight a fire, drive a truck, cook a 
better meal, or tell a joke any better 
than Ken. Kenneth loved sports; he was 
a lifelong NY Giants and Mets fan and 
was in attendance at Game 6 and the 
ensuing 1986 ticker tape parade--there 
is a picture of him with Mookie, so we 
know it’s true. As Coach Stef, he was 
an assistant baseball coach for Carmel 
High School, a place close to his heart 
as all four of his children graduated 
from CHS. As Papa Stef, he followed his 
grandchildren as they played baseball, 
soccer, ice hockey, lacrosse, football, and 
softball. In his spare time, Kenneth was 
an avid reader; a talented painter; a cake 
maker; and blessed with a brilliant sense 
of humor. He was a devoted husband, a 
loving father, grandfather, brother, uncle 
and a friend to many. He always counted 
his grandchildren as blessings, and his 
generosity and spirituality reached many. 
Ken is survived by his devoted wife of 56 
years, Barbara; his four loving children, 
Kathleen (John) Nolan, Kenneth (Sarah) 
Stefanak, Barbara (Quinn) O’Marra, 
and Jacqueline Stefanak; his seven 
grandchildren: Jessica, Jack, Nicholas, 
Rebecca, Lyndsey, Ryan and Sadie, all 
of whom he adored, and each child held 
a special place in his heart. He is also 
survived by his sister Patricia Stefanak 
Hennessy and his brother John, and 
many loving nieces and nephews. He 
is predeceased by his brother, Francis. 
Ken will be dearly missed by all who had 
known and loved him, yet his legacy of 
love and devotion to family and friends 
will continue to grow in our hearts.

William D. Blaney
William D. Blaney, 83, of Brewster, 

died peacefully in his sleep on October 
6. Mr. Blaney was born December 
24, 1934 to William and May (Brady) 

Blaney in Danbury, CT. During the 
Korean Conflict, he proudly served 
our Country with the US Navy. On July 
18, 1964 he married the love of his life, 
Marie Moore in Patterson and together 
they were blessed with two children; 
Lisa Marie and William.  Before he 
retired, William was a welder and was 
employed by Lamothermic in Brewster. 
In his spare time he enjoyed fishing and 
hunting. He was a quiet, simple loving 
man, who was proud to be a Veteran, 
an a American but most all he was a 
dedicated husband, father, grandfather, 
brother, uncle and a friend to many.  He 
is survived by his devoted wife of 53 
years Marie, his two loving children; 
Lisa Marie (Michael) Will, William 
(Cherie) three cherished grandchildren; 
Iris, Mitchell and Emma all of whom he 
adored and each child held a special 
place in his heart and his sister; Betty 
Smalley and many loving nieces and 
nephews. He will be dearly missed by 
all whom had known and loved him, 
yet his legacy of love and devotion to 
family and friends will continue to grow 
in our hearts. He is predeceased by his 
brother and four sisters. A visitation 
will be held on Tuesday, October 10, 
from 4 p.m. – 8 p.m. at Cargain Funeral 
Homes, Inc, 10 Fowler Avenue, Carmel 
10512 (845)225-3672. A graveside 
service to celebrate Bill’s life will be 
held on Wednesday, October 11 at 11:30 
a.m. at the Milltown Rural Cemetery in 
Brewster.

Patrick K Hurley
Patrick K Hurley, of Brewster, died 

on Monday October 9. He was 61 years 
old. Patrick was born on December 2, 
1955 in Port Chester, son to Marian 
(Fedorka) Hurley of Greenwich, CT and 
the late John Hurley. Patrick was a High 
School graduate from Rye High School. 
On February 4, 1997 he married Jessica 
Ross in Las Vegas. Mr. Hurley was a UPS 
truck Driver for 20 years before retiring. 
He enjoyed watching horse racing in 
Saratoga and traveling to Las Vegas. He 
was an avid Mets and Giants fan. Patrick 
is not only survived by his wife and 
mother but his children; David and Jack, 
his siblings; Joan Hurley of Greenwich, 
CT and Michael Hurley of Plainflield, CT, 
his father in law Andrew Verrino of Ft. 
Myers Beach, FL and several nieces and 
nephews.

Robert J. Tyra
Robert J. Tyra of Lake Peekskill, died 

on October 10, at the age of 66. He was 
born in Yonkers, on May 14, 1951, the 
son of Joseph and Connie Ferro Tyra. 
Robert graduated from Saunders Trade 
School in Yonkers and served in the US 
Navy. He was a master diesel mechanic 
with Liberty Lines in Yonkers for 42 years. 
He is survived by his wife, Kimberly, his 
daughter Kristen and son Ezra, his sister 
Jiavanna Ettinger and her husband Sam, 
his nephew Guido and his niece Julianna. 
He was predeceased by his daughter, 
Jessica Rose.

Obituaries

Crossword Answers
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By Salvatore Di Costanzo, Esq.
According to a recent report published 

by the Alzheimer’s Association, in 2017, 
approximately 5.5 million individuals have 
“Alzheimer’s dementia.” If you consider 
those figures, together with the many 
other neurological diseases (ALS) and 
physical ailments (strokes) that impact 
our physical and cognitive abilities, you 
can understand why planning should be 
done to contemplate these matters.  

The proper way to plan for these 
uncertainties is to meet with an elder law 
attorney to prepare a power of attorney 
and statutory gifts rider with all the bells 
and whistles.  Unfortunately, there are 
many people who either choose not to plan 
or simply do not plan for these cognitive 
and physical impairments that limit your 
functionality.  Where these individuals 
require assistance with financial and/or 
personal matters, it becomes necessary to 
seek a court appointed guardian.

In many cases, guardianships are used 
for planning purposes.  For instance, 
it may be possible to obtain Medicaid 
eligibility for an AIP in a nursing home, 
however, the assets of the AIP must first 
be transferred to his spouse.  I would 
commence a guardianship proceeding to 
obtain court permission to transfer the 
AIP’s assets.  Once the guardian attends 
to the transfer of the assets, we can then 
continue with the Medicaid application 

process.
Not all guardianships are commenced 

for planning purposes.  Sometimes, 
family members use the guardianship 
process to fight over control of a loved 
one’s care and financial affairs.  These are 
contested guardianships the necessitate 
counsel for all parties, including the AIP.  
Guardianships are also commenced by 
government agencies where people are 
being neglected or have no one to help 
care for their needs.

The guardianship process begins with 
the preparation and filing of a petition 
in Supreme Court.  The petition is the 

document that tells a story to the Court 
about the person in need of assistance.  
That person is usually referred to as 
the alleged incapacitated person (AIP).  
Guardianship proceedings are usually 
commenced by family members but they 
can also be commenced by any person 
concerned with the welfare of the AIP.  

Generally, within a few weeks after 
filing the petition, the court will hold a 
hearing at which time the parties must 
appear to present the case to the court.  
Unless the attorney for the AIP dispenses 
with the AIP’s presence, the AIP must 
also appear.  At the hearing, all parties 

will have an opportunity to present any 
information in support of or against the 
petition.  If the court determines that 
the AIP has functional limitations, it will 
appoint a guardian.

Usually, the petitioner will request 
the appointment of a specific person to 
be the guardian.  If there is no person, 
the court will generally appoint some 
suitable person, which may include a 
court appointed attorney.  In most cases, 
a family member or close relative will be 
appointed by the court.  

After the hearing, and upon completion 
of some paperwork with the court, the 
court appointed guardian can attend 
to the matters that necessitated the 
guardianship.  If the purpose of the 
guardianship was to transfer assets, the 
guardian can attend to the signing of a 
deed or visit the bank to complete such 
transaction. 

While proper measures should be taken 
to avoid the need for a guardian, you 
should not be fearful if you are forced to 
navigate the process.  We can assist with 
all types of guardianship matters.  Please 
contact us at 914-245-2440 or by e-mail at 
smd@mfd-law.com.  

Please also visit our website at www.
plantodayfortomorrow.com.

For the seventh year in a row, Vaughn 
College has been ranked among the first-
tier top regional colleges in the north and 
moved up in the rankings to eight from 
nine last year. U.S. News & World Report 
results released Sept. 12 again recognized 
Vaughn in its 2018 survey of the best 
regional colleges.

“Vaughn is committed to preparing 
graduates for a professional life of success 
and these latest rankings reflect that 
dedication to our mission,” said President 
Dr. Sharon B. DeVivo. “This year, Vaughn 
has been consistently recognized for 
our educational value to students, most 
prominently as the number one institution 
in the country in economic mobility; the 
best at moving students from the bottom 
income levels to the top. U.S. News is yet 
another opportunity to provide evidence 
to students and families about the value of 
investing in a Vaughn degree.”

In this year’s survey, Vaughn also moved 
up in the “Best Colleges for Veterans” 
category, to third from fourth in the same 
category. 

“Our support to our nation’s veterans 
is mission-critical,” said DeVivo. “With 
more than 10 percent of our students 
having served, we provide a transition 
from military to civilian life ensuring that 
the professional skills they have already 
acquired are enhanced and provide for 
long-term career achievement.”

One of the variables used in the ranking 
is the predicted versus actual graduation 
rate. U.S. News calculates a predicted six-
year graduation rate for Vaughn students 
based on economic and academic 
characteristics at the time of admission, 
and this year they predicted a rate of 43 
percent and Vaughn achieved 53 percent.

Further evidence of graduates’ success 
is the current career placement rate of 
98 percent employed or continuing their 
education within one year of graduation. 
Eighty-one percent are employed in their 
field of study or a related field. 

U.S. News & World Report began its 

annual rankings of American colleges 
and universities in 1983. As in years past, 
it used more than a dozen indicators 
to score its 2018 choices, including 
undergraduate academic reputation, 
faculty resources, student selectivity, 
graduation rates, freshman retention rates 
and alumni giving. Rankings were based 
on a weighted evaluation of all categories. 

Founded in 1932, Vaughn College is 
a private, four-year college that enrolls 
more than 1,500 students in master’s, 
bachelors and associate degree programs 
in engineering, technology, management 
and aviation on its main campus in 

New York City and online. The student-
faculty ratio of 14 to 1 ensures a highly 
personalized learning environment. 

Ninety-eight percent of Vaughn College 
graduates are placed in professional 
positions or choose to continue their 
education within one year of graduation. 
They work in 20 countries and all 50 
states. The institution serves many 
first-generation college students and 
is recognized by the U.S. Department 
of Education as a Hispanic-Serving 
Institution. 

For more information, visit http://www.
vaughn.edu.

‘Not all guardianships are 
commenced for planning 

purposes.  Sometimes, family 
members use the guardianship 
process to fight over control of 

a loved one’s care and financial 
affairs.  These are contested 

guardianships the necessitate 
counsel for all parties, including 

the AIP.  Guardianships are 
also commenced by government 
agencies where people are being 
neglected or have no one to help 

care for their needs.’

law Book: The important Guardianship Process

Vaughn College Selected as Top Regional College by U.S. News

Salvatore Di Costanzo, Esq.

Vaughn College, with its main campus in New York City, has been consistently ranked as one of  the top 
regional colleges, according to U.S. News & World Report.

‘Vaughn is committed 
to preparing graduates 
for a professional life 
of success and these 

latest rankings reflect 
that dedication to our 

mission.’- President 
Dr. Sharon B. DeVivo
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As I write this piece, I am 
simultaneously preparing for 
the groundbreaking of a Lowe’s 
in my hometown of Yorktown 
Heights.  As the PR guy for 
the developer, I couldn’t be 
happier because having lived 
in Yorktown for over 40 years 
I have endured the eyesore of 
part of the property on which it 
will stand – with its abandoned 
motel and gas station – for all 
that time.

Yes, I am one of those 
homeowners who stays put in 
his community, loading the 
high end of the statistical curve 
that tells us that people are 
staying much longer in their 
homes and home towns than in previous 
years. In fact, median homeownership 
rose to eight and a half years in 2016, 
up from just three and a half years in 
2008, according to Moody’s Analytics 
& First America Financial Corp. It’s the 
longest tenure since the data began being 
compiled in 2000. 

Granted, some people enjoy the 
experience of moving around to new 
communities and homes. But, as for me, 
my longtime experience in one home and 

one community was similar to 
living in H. G. Wells’ 

“The Time Machine,” 
watching our community 
change and grow.  We stayed 
in the same place by choice, 
even though we had a number 
of opportunities to relocate for 
job opportunities. 

My job now is to develop 
the guest list for the 
groundbreaking for Lowe’s. 
To do that, I’m combing 
through all the names on my 
iPhone, a massive list that 
originated in my earliest days 
in business in an old Rolodex 
and just kept growing. It was 
a major undertaking to input 

those names to my first smartphone, and 
when they were transferred to my first 
iPhone, the savvy guy at the Genius Bar 
told me that I had more contacts than 
any customer he had ever encountered. I 
think the number was over 6,000 at that 
time. 

I acknowledge that I’m a bit anal 
retentive, but I’ve never let go of any of the 
contacts I’ve ever gathered through all the 
jobs and volunteer activities throughout 
my life. Going through those names was 

both a joyous and poignant experience.
For one thing, most of the retirees who 

lived on my street when I first moved here 
in my late twenties have since passed on. 
But it was fun to remember them and also 
the businesses that came and went over 
the years; the steakhouse at the Baldwin 
Shopping Center, the Bum Steer, offered a 
great cut of beef for $4.95. We went every 
Friday night. 

As someone who has lived most of his 
adult life in the same town and the same 
house, I can attest to its having some 
very satisfying benefits. I’ve learned that 
owning a home is so much more than the 
square footage of one’s living space. The 
experience extends beyond the footprint 
to the property line, street, neighborhood, 
community, and most of all, to the people 
with whom we relate over a long period 
of time.

When we first moved to this area, my 
wife and I were the “kids” on the block 
and the majority of other residents were 
seniors, many of whom had bought their 
properties when they were unheated 
summer cottages. By the time we arrived 
here, the homes had been converted 
to year-round residences and slowly 
they began to change hands to younger 
couples.

Then, we watched as those small houses 
developed larger footprints, and in some 
cases, were demolished to make room for 
new construction. 

Many neighbors have come and gone, 
but we remained constant, and by the time 
we were ready to downsize to a condo two 
and a half years ago, we were among the 
most long-term citizens on our street. 

We had become the human time 
machines to the passing world, observing 
both subtle and seismic changes from the 
same perspective, relating to all of our 
neighbors and service providers as real 
people and friends, rather than the more 
anonymous existence we experienced in 
New York City. 

When I’m walking down a main street 
in town and someone honks, waves and 
calls me by name, I feel embraced by my 
lifestyles choice.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Homeowners Are Staying Much Longer in Their Communities

In last week’s 
column, I presented 
the rarified world of 
wine auctions and 
my experience as a 
participant (more 
as an observer) of 
a high-end auction 
conducted by 
Christie’s Auction 
House. 

These world-renowned auctions, 
conducted in major cities, are responsible 
for creating a market for fine and 
rare wines, typically the most sought-
after bottles from elite and prestigious 
producers. 

These auction houses, as purveyors – 
brokers if you will – for private collectors, 
trade as a commodity house. They act 
as conduits for transferring fine 
wines from the cellars of collectors 
who typically have amassed 
valuable collections over decades 
of meticulous purchasing upon 
release or at high-end auctions. 
The auction houses, over one, or 
several, decades, may offer the 
wines of one private seller to 
another, and then onward to 
the next, ad nauseam. For each 
such facilitation, they stand 
to collect sizable commissions. 
The built-in profit formula arises 

from the fact each vintage 
produces a fixed volume 
of wine, which over time 
never expands and is 
continually depleted, 
inducing rising prices for 
shrinking inventories.

Let’s delve into the 
structure, operation and business model 
of these houses of high repute. 
1.  The clientele

The participants at these high-end 
auctions tend to be well-heeled investors, 
seeking self-fulfilling enjoyment of 
owning and imbibing rare wines or, in 
many instances, seeking bragging rights 
among fellow collectors. It is indisputable 
that the adrenalin rush alone justifies the 
effort.
2. Wines offered

The standard auction catalog has 
historically been dominated by French 
wines. The highly desirable offerings 

from the Burgundy region tend to 
command top prices 

of lots and auctions, 
followed by those from 
Bordeaux. American 
wines have a small but 

voracious following. 
California cult 

wines such as 
Screaming Eagle 

compete head 

to head with a number of 
their French counterparts.
3.  The global picture

The breadth and depth of 
the business of conducting 
high-end auctions is 
impressive. At the turn of 
the century, worldwide 

wine auction sales totaled $92 million. By 
2016, willing sellers and buyers pushed 
sales to $338 million. 

By far, the United States leads the pack 
of international auction house sales. In 
2016, $168 million passed hands, with the 
average price of a lot (the composition, 
theme and size of a catalogued offering) 
at $3,294. This statistic essentially sets 
the price of entry into an average auction 
proceeding. The top three auction houses 
accounted for $197.8 million, a whopping 
58 percent of total global sales.
4. Profile of a high-end auction

Record-setting prices have become de 
rigueur in many auction house offerings. 
Last year the billionaire wine collector Bill 
Koch auctioned a portion of his collection 
through Sotheby’s. He sold an astounding 
20,000 bottles of wine, garnering an 
equally astounding $21.9 million in 
proceeds. The highest price paid? Over 
$34,000 for each of 10 bottles of 1945 
Château Mouton Rothschild, a highly 
prized Bordeaux fine wine. 
5. Cost to bid

Only wealthy bidders can afford the 
cost of purchasing high-end wines. Fees, 
customarily paid by the buyer, can top 
22 percent of the gavel price. Typically, a 
sliding scale is employed. The greater the 
purchase or the rarer the wine, the lower 
the fee (a function of auction houses vying 
for prestigious sales from prestigious 
cellars). The average fee ranges from 12.5 
to 25 percent. When you do the math, 
the intense competition for representing 
valuable cellars becomes obvious.

Is this rarified air of wine auctions the 
exclusive enclave of the one percenters? 
Is there no opportunity for avid wine 
aficionados who lack the financial means 
of the titans of private wine cellars? In 
another benefit afforded to the masses by 
digital technology, auction house events 
are now offering lower-priced wines to 
buyers who may not have the fortitude 
or personality to bid at live auctions. 
I’ll explore this burgeoning market 
opportunity in next week’s column.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

A Peek Inside the Rarified Air of High-end Fine Wine Auctions

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

Adver tise in The Putnam Examiner • 914-864-0878 • adver tising@theexaminernews.com
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Vendors Needed: Vendors Needed 
Christmas Bazaar Saturday, December 
2nd St. James the Apostle School Gym 
Contact Barbara Howard @ 914-980-
7122 for more detail information.  

Tuesday: 
Portraiture: Capturing Likeness and 

Character Drawing Class: Reed Library 
through November 21, 10 a.m. to  noon.  In 
this series of six classes students will learn 
both basic and refined techniques using 
graphite pencils.  Individual attention will 
be given to both beginning and advanced 
artists.  Registration required, please call 
the library to register, 845-225-2439.

Boy Scout Troop Weekly Meeting:  
Troop 1 of Mahopac invites all boys 10 
years and older (5th grade and up) to see 
what Scouting is all about at Lakeview 
Elementary School, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
We meet every Tuesday that school is in 
session. No previous Scouting experience 
is required! You do not have to be a 
Cub Scout to become a Boy Scout. For 
questions, please contact Scout Master 
Joe Link (914) 760-2574 or jlink@
linklandsurveyors.com

Spotlight Family Support Group:   
Mahopac Library, Periodical Room 6:45 
p.m.-8 p.m.  Oct 24th, Nov 7th, Nov 21st, 
Dec. 5th & Dec. 19th.  This is a guided 
recurring support group for family and 
friends suffering with the effects of a 
loved one that has a problem with drugs 
or alcohol.  For more information contact 
Drug Crisis in our Backyard 845-842-
1212. No registration is required. 

Spanish Class:    Are you interested in 
learning one of the most romantic and 
widely spoken languages in the world?  
Mahopac Public Library is offering a 10-
week Beginning Spanish Class for adults, 
led by Marcos Fernandez, starting on 
Tuesday, September 19.  In this one-hour 
class, which is held from 6:30 p.m.-7:30 
p.m., students will learn to speak and read 
Spanish in a useful, fun, and interesting 
way. If you are traveling to a Spanish 
speaking country, or just want to brush 

up on your language skills, this class will 
give you the confidence to ask questions, 
shop for food or other items, make future 
travel plans, order meals in a restaurant, 
and much more. The class fee is $40 per 
person; registration with payment is 
required.  Cash, check, or credit card 
is accepted; stop in and register at the 
Library’s Information Desk.  

Wednesdays: 
The Putnam County Marine Corps 

League:  Monthly meeting at the Carmel 
VFW Hall, 36 Gleneida Ave. (Rte.52) 
Carmel, NY  at 1930 on the second 
Wednesday of the month. (10/11/17) If 
you are a U.S. Marine or FMF Corpsmen 
Veteran, Reservist or on Active Duty  we 
welcome you as a Brother. View us at 
www.putnammcl.com

Thursdays: 
Drawing Inspired by Nature:  Reed 

Library through December 14, 10 a.m. 
to noon.  With pencil, colored pencil, 
pastel, and charcoal participants will 
explore proportion, color and value while 
drawing birds, animals, landscapes, and 
botanicals.  Registration required, please 
call the library to register, 845-225-2439.

Story Time:  On Thursdays at 11 a.m., 
children 2-5 years old can participate in 
a Spanish story time – no registration 
needed. (La hora del cuento para niῆos 
de 2 a 5 aῆos (sin registro previo). For 
more information about these new 
Spanish story time programs, visit www.
mahopaclibrary.org, or call 845-628-
2009, ext. 139.

Fridays
Joy of Dance:  dance/movement therapy 

for people with Parkinson’s Disease.  Joy 
of Dance is a dance/movement therapy 
group for people with Parkinson’s Disease. 
This on-going group meets every Friday, 
10 a.m.-11 a.m. at the Seven Star School 
of Performing Arts, Brewster.  To register 
contact Marie Carstens at 347-742-6591 
or email at mccarstens21@yahoo.com. 

Pre-registration is required. Sessions are 
$15/person, a caregiver or loved one is 
encouraged to join for an additional $5

Public Flu Clinics:  Hosted by the 
Putnam County Department of Health 
(PCDOH), Wednesday, October 18, at 
the Garrison Fire Department, 1616 
Route 9; the third is Monday, October 
23, at Carmel Fire Department again. 
The health department’s skilled and 
experienced public health nurses will 
be giving flu shots at each site from 2 
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. For more information, 
please visit our County website at www.
putnamcountyny.com ; or visit our 
social media sites on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/putnamhealth  and Twitter 
@PutnamHealthNY.

Wednesday, October 18 
Are you and your family prepared for 

an emergency? Presented by the New 
York National Guard, 6:00-7:30 p.m. an 
introduction to responding to a natural or 
man-made disaster. Each participant will 
receive a certificate. a “Z card” and learn 
how to make an emergency preparedness 
kit. The presentation will also include 
what you need to know in an active 
shooter situation.   Don’t miss out on this 
great opportunity to never be caught by 
disaster again!  This is a free event, but 
registration is required. Presentation is 
hosted with the Putnam Civil Air Patrol.  
You may register for the program by going 
to www.kentlibrary.org or calling the 
Kent Public Library at 845-225-8585.  The 
library is located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, 
Kent Lakes

Thursday, October 19 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

community event: 11:30 a.m., the 
Putnam County community members 
and representatives we will gather on the 
courthouse steps for a photo to remember 
those we have lost to this crime and to 
give hope to those among us who are 
still struggling to rebuild. For more 
information…call the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester Women’s Resource Center.  
845-628-9284.
October 20 

Putnam SPCA & Friends Fundraising 
Dinner:  Putnam Golf Club Course 187 
Hill Street, Mahopac.  7 p.m. – 11 p.m. $60 
per person includes buffet dinner, music, 
comedy. Raffles available for wonderful 
prizes. To purchase tickets, please visit: 
http://spcaputnam.org/dinner-tickets 
or  Mail checks to:  Putnam County 
SPCA, P.O. Box 850, Brewster, NY 10509  
Questions: Call :  845 520-6915

Fall Line Dancing Fundraiser for 
Vet2Vet Program:  The Carmel Rotary 
Club is hosting a Line Dancing fundraiser 
7 p.m.-10 p.m. at the VFW Hall, 32 
Gleneida Ave. in Carmel. Join in for 

an evening of dancing and fun with 
instructor Jill Weiss from J. K. Shuffles. 
Everyone is welcome from beginners to 
the best. The proceeds from this event 
will benefit the Putnam Joseph P. Dwyer 
Vet2Vet Program, a peer support program 
for local veterans of all ages and eras of 
service. Light dinner fare and beverages 
will be served throughout the evening 
with ticket purchase - $25 per person. 
Tickets can be purchased at the door or 
in advance. For more information: www.
CarmelRotary.org or call 845-225-2122.
Saturday, October 21

Make-A-Wish Pocketbook Bingo 
Fundraiser:  $50 admission Doors 
Open 5:30 First Game 7PM  Knights of 
Columbus Hall (Lady’s Auxiliary) 10 Fair 
Street, Carmel.  All proceeds to “Make 
A Wish” Food & Raffles available for 
purchase at 4 p.m. in reception area.  845-
222-2748

SPOOKTOBERFEST TIME and 
HALLOWEEN FUN:  at the German 
American Club:  Live music by the JAF 
Band, open buffet includes appetizers, 
dinner items & dessert - All for ONLY $10  
Costumes suggested but not required. 
Cash bar, doors open at 7 p.m. Address: 
11 Kramer’s Pond Road, Putnam Valley. 
www.gac1936.com

9TH Annual Food and Coat Drive:  
To benefit the residents of the Putnam 
County Veterans Home, Carmel NY and 
Castle Point VA Hospital, Castle Point 
NY (Dutchess County) outpatient food 
pantry and clothing room.   Saturday and 
Sunday October 21/22 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at 
the Putnam Lake Market 74 Fairfield Dr 
Patterson.  Non-perishable food items, 
household cleaning, health and beauty 
products. Men and women’s winter coats 
and other winter items.  For more info 
call: (845) 721-4762  Sponsored by The 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary Post 
9257 Putnam Lake NY.

Patterson Fire Department is holding 
its 2017 Truck & Car Show:   (raindate 
October 22) on the grounds of the 
Patterson Fire Department, 13 Burdick 
Road (at Rte 311), Patterson.  Check out 
antique trucks and cars, classic and muscle 
cars, off-road vehicles, and commercial 
trucks. Free admission 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Vehicle registration at 9 a.m. (entry fee 
$10).

Kent Public Library SAT Practice: 
10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., if you are planning 
on taking the SAT this Fall! This is a 
chance to practice your skills.  This 
Practice Test is offered by Princeton 
Review and is free of charge. Registration 
is required. Participants need to bring #2 
pencils, a calculator and lunch. You may 
register for the program by going to www.
kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent Public 
Library at 845-225-8585.  The library is 
located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes. 

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jew-
elry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUCTIONS
WARREN COUNTY TAX FORE-
CLOSED REAL ESTATE AUCTION; 
Saturday, October 21, 2017. 25+ Parcels! 
Registration: 9AM| Start: 10AM Location: 
Warren County Courthouse; 1340 State 
Route 9, Lake George, NY Visit: www.
auctionsinternational.com/liveauctions or 
Call: 800-536-1401

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

FARMING
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay Top 
$$$ To hunt your land. Call for a Free info 
packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507 www.
BaseCampLeasing.com

FOR SALE
Privacy Hedges -FALL BLOWOUT SALE 
6 ft Arborvitae (Evergreen)  Reg $149 
Now $75 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE 
Installation/FREE delivery, Limited Sup-
ply! ORDER NOW: 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttreefarm.com

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West- 
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

HELP WANTED
INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX PRE-
PARER/MANAGER YORKTOWN 
HEIGHTS solo accounting firm seeks 
an efficient and organized individual to 
manage small income tax practice and 
prepare returns for the 2018 tax season.  
Candidate must possess sufficient knowl-
edge and experience to prepare all types 
of individual returns with little or no su-
pervision.  Excellent annual opportunity 
for someone looking to be involved with 
the tax season without an overwhelming 
commitment.  Make your own hours be-
ginning in February.  Reply to taxpracti-
ceny@gmail.com.

HELP WANTED WAIT STAFF 
OLYMPIC DINER, Rt 6 Mahopac  
Apply in person.

WANTED RETIRED PLUMBER LIVE 
LONGER - Stay Active Flex Schedule - 
1-3 DAYS/WK 25 YR OLD People Friend-
ly Co. Call 914-328-0188 9am-5pm M-F 
Ask for Mr. Peterson

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7094

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NEW 
SOFTWARE SOURCE, LLC. Art. of Org. 
filed with the SSNY on 8/9/2017. Office: 
Westchester County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to: United States Corpo-
ration Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Ave, Ste 
202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF THE 
ORGANIZED YOU, LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with SSNY on 9.12.17. Office in 
Westchester County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon home process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail  
process to 130 Pelham Rd., New  
Rochelle, NY, 10805. Purpose: Any law-
ful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LUIS 
CAMILO FILMS, LLC. Arts of Org filed 
with SSNY on 8/29/17. Office in West-
chester County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
1160 Midland Ave., Apt. 3J, Bronxville, 
NY 10708: Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
EDROCK, LLC. Articles of Organization 
filed with the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 08/18/2017. Office loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY is desig-
nated as agent upon whom process against 
the LLC may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: United States Corporation 
Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 
202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICA-
TION FOR AUTHORITY OF FOR-
EIGN LIMITED LIABILITY COMPA-
NY Name:  MAIN STRING MACHINE, 
LLC Date of filing of Application for 
Authority with New York State Depart-
ment of State: 08/15/2017 Jurisdiction 
and Date of Organization:  New Jersey on 
07/11/2017 Office Location: Westchester 
County Street Address of Principal Busi-
ness Location:  None Secretary of State of 

State of New York (SSNY) designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: Main String Machine, LLC, 2 
Cortland Street, Suite 1A, Mount Vernon, 
NY 10550 Address Required in Jurisdic-
tion of Organization:  Main String Ma-
chine, LLC, 2 Cortland Street, Suite 1A, 
Mount Vernon, New York 10550 Certifi-
cate of Organization filed with the Trea-
surer, State of New Jersey, 33 West State 
Street, Trenton, New Jersey 08608 Pur-
pose: any and all lawful business.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HAPPY 
HILL FARM LLC.  Arts of Org filed with 
the Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 9/1/17.  
Office loc:  Westchester.  SSNY designat-
ed as agent upon whom process may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process to:  111 
Eighth Avenue, New York, NY 10010.  
Purpose:  any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NAJO 
Consulting, LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
the SSNY on 09/21/2017. Office Loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. The 
Post Office address to which the SSNY 
shall mail a copy of any process against 
NAJO Consulting, LLC served upon 
him/her is: 2 Glen Wood Road, Mill-
wood, NY 10546. The principal business 
address of NAJO Consulting, LLC is 2 
Glen Wood Road, Millwood, NY 10546.  
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SLP 
TALENT HUNTRESS, LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with the Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 6/12/17. Office loc: Westchester. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to: 10 Stew-
ard Place, Suite 9FE, White Plains, NY 
10603. Purpose: any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HA-
LITE PARTNERS, LLC.  Arts of Org 
filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 
12/30/16.  Office loc: Westchester. SSNY 
designated as agent upon whom process 
may be served and shall mail process to 
the principal business address: 156 Great 
Oak Lane, Pleasantville, NY 10570. Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SAN-
DRA WONG GEROUX LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 
09/27/2017.  Office loc: Westchester. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served and shall 
mail process to the principal business ad-
dress: 647 Forest Avenue, Larchmont, 
NY 10538. Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING
The Board of Trustees of the Village of 

Pleasantville will hold a Public Hearing 
on Monday October 23, 2017, 8:00pm 
prevailing time, 80 Wheeler Avenue, 
Pleasantville, NY to hear comments as 
it pertains to a proposed amendment to 
Chapter 173 Vehicles and Traffic, Sched-
ule 172-60, Schedule XII: Parking Pro-
hibited at All Times as follows: DELETE: 
Guion Street, North, From the dead end 
to a point 40 feet east of the intersection 
of Academy Street, Guion Street, North, 
From a point 30 feet west of the intersec-
tion of Grandview Avenue, ADD: Guion 
Street, North, Entire length from the in-
tersection of Grandview Drive to Acad-
emy Street. Judith Weintraub Village 
Clerk, Village of Pleasantville

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NDC 
PORT CHESTER, LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization filed with New York Secretary 
of State (‘NS”) on October 5, 2017. Office 
is located at 30 Westchester Avenue, Port 
Chester, New York 10573, Westchester 
County. NS is designated as agent upon 
whom process may be served. NS shall 
mail service of process to Diana Colo-
rado at 320 Central Avenue, Englewood, 
New Jersey 07631.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE
LAND FOR SALE SCHENECTADY 
COUNTY 14.7 Acres Beautiful View 
$41,000 7.1 Acres Views  $29,000 2.9 
Acres Great View $24,000 Owner Financ-
ing www.helderbergrealty.com (518) 861-
6541 or (518) 256-6344

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds PUTNAM 101717

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds
@theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 

is Thursdays at 5pm for the 
next week’s publication
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTO (PLEASE VISIT HVSP.PHOTOS FOR MORE)

Putnam Valley junior WR/LB Darnel “Shill” Shillingford dives for paydirt in the Tigers’ 26-0 win over host Briarcliff  last Saturday when the 6th-seeded Tigers advanced to the Section 1 Class B playoffs where they 
will challenge No.3 Valhalla in the tournament’s opening round, marking the second time in three years PV has qualified... see Grid Notebook

Tigers Take a Shill’ Pill!
Putnam Valley Junior Speeds Past B’Cliff, 

Leads PV to Playoffs
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By Ray Gallagher 
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

All things considered, this has been a 
truly special fall on Northern Westchester/
Putnam County gridirons. This notebook 
has been loaded with positive doings each 
and every week and a pleasure to recap. 
Week 1 of the playoffs – actually, the play-
in round -- was no different, as three Class 
A teams – Yorktown, Panas and Somers 
-- moved on to this week’s sectional 
quarterfinals, as well as one Class AA club 
(Carmel). 
CLASS AA

The only real downer last week came 
out of Class AA MAHOPAC where the 
seventh-seeded Indians (4-3) were ousted 
in a 27-10 loss to No.10 North Rockland 
last Friday. North Rockland tailback 
Jayden Cook carried the ball 41 times 
for 168 yards and a score and that was all 
she wrote. The game changed on a dime 
during a five-minute span bridging the 
second and third quarters, leading to 14 
unanswered Red Raider points. 

Mahopac will host Fox Lane in  
the hopes of playing in a bowl game in 
Week 9.

No.4 CARMEL (6-1) manhandled 
No.13 Mamaroneck 33-0, wheeling and 
dealing behind a dynamic attack that 
featured both air and ground. RBs Sam 
Dukes, Joe Mascetta and Kevin Heis were 
a lethal combination of shake and grind. 

Mascetta had 78 yards of offense and two 
touchdowns to pace the Rams, who will 
host No.5 Clarkstown South Friday (7 
pm) in what should be one of the week’s 
best games. 

The shifty Duke rushed 20 times for 131 
yards and a score in a career effort. Rams 
WR Henry Flocco had five catches for 98 

yards, much of it coming 
from Rams QB Peyton 
Cayea, who hit on 9 of 
18 for 158 yards and a 
touchdown. Heis rushed 
for over 50 yards and hit 
paydirt off a bruising TD 
trot in which he bowled 
over a Tiger defender 
at the goal line. Sean 
McCarthy had a pick-
6 for the Rams, who 
eliminated Mamaroneck 
for the second straight 
year. Carmel QB Aiden 
Nunez fired one pass, 
which went for a 34-yard 
TD.
CLASS A 

YORKTOWN’s 42-0 
win over LAKELAND 
went as expected for the 
title-starved Huskers, 
ranked No.2 in the state. 
Yorktown (7-0), which 
last won the Section 1 title 
in 1998, saw QB Tommy 
Weaver connect on 10 of 

12 passes for 143 yards and a touchdown 
to TE Alex Ujkaj (three catches for 78 
yards). Husker RB Brett Makar made the 
most of 12 carries, compiling 70 yards 
and four touchdowns. 
Yorktown will host No. 
9 Tappan Zee in Fridays 
7 p.m. quarterfinals 
with the No.5 Rye/
No.4 Panas winner 
on deck. Coach Mike 
Rescigno, among the 
best in the section, will 
have the Huskers ready 
after what happened in 
last year’s title tilt with 
Somers.

SOMERS seems to 
have right the ship after 
a 37-15 win over visiting 
HEN HUD Friday.  The 
No. 6 Tuskers saw QB 
Kevin Olifiers air it out 
some, hitting on 7 of 9 
passes for 206 yards and 
two touchdown passes 
to TE Jack Gilroy (three 
passes for 78 yards) 
and RB Antonio Vieira 
(43-yard TD grab). 
Vieira also had nine 
tackles. Somers DBs 
Drew Cassin and Vinny 
DiFillippo, as well as DL 
Nick Gargiulo, each had 
an interception. FB Tyler 
Carr and HB Michael 

Somoza also rushed for touchdowns for 
the sixth-seeded Tuskers, the reigning 
NYS Class A champions, who will visit 
No.3 John Jay in Friday’s quarterfinals. 
John Jay stunned Somers, 21-7, just two 
weeks ago and the rematch figures to be 
more than a bit testy.

Few, if any, would have figured Somers 
to be the underdog in this game at the 
start of the season, but state-ranked 
(No.12) John Jay has been among the most 
complete teams in the section this season. 
The Jay O-Line can push the pile and win 

the war up front; the Indians have game-
breakers in both the passing and rushing 
game; and they play “actual” defense for 
the first time since 2011.
CLASS B/D

PUTNAM VALLEY locked up its 
second playoff berth in three seasons 
by securing the No.6 seed in a 26-0 win 
over host Briarcliff Saturday and will face 
No.3 Valhalla this Friday (7 pm). Should 
the Tigers survive and advance, the No. 
2 Pleasantville/No. 7 Blind Brook winner 
would await.

Tigers QB Travis Anderson threw for 
175 yards, hitting 10 of 15 passes and 
rushed for 25 yards and a TD. Anderson 
was locked in on WR Darnel Shillingford, 
who had 100 yards receiving on three 
catches, including a lunging TD. WR 
Jason White added 88 yards receiving on 
five catches. Tiger FB John Listwan kept 
the Bears honest by rushing for 72 yards 
on 12 carries, RB Mike Gaitain added a 

score. DE Chase Sauther had two tackles 
and a sack, all for negative yardage.

“We played well as a team this week at 
each level of our depth chart,” PV boss 
Ryan Elsasser said. “We were able to focus 
on what we do well and make sure that 

every person was getting it 
done this week. When we 
got the ball in the hands 
of our play makers they 
definitely performed on 

offense and our defense played nearly 
flawless. These boys are very talented, if 
we can stay focused and play as a team 
we should be able to make a run in the 
sectional play.”

No.2 HALDANE will face No.1 
Tuckahoe in the Class D 
championship, at Mahopac 
High on Friday, Nov.3rd at 
4 p.m. after the Blue Devils 
waxed Millbrook, 53-25. 
Blue Devil RB Sammy ‘The 
Bull’ Giachinta rushed 18 
times for 183 yards and 
three scores while QB 
Brandon Twoguns was 
spectacular through the 
air and on the ground. The 
signal caller rushed nine 
times for 120 yards and 
three TDs while hitting on 
4-of-4 passes for 82 yards 
and two more scores. 
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Grid NotebookSports Grid NotebookSports
continued from previous pageYorktown, Panas, Somers Survive, Advance to Class A Quarters

Carmel Lone Local Class AA Team Standing; Put Valley Qualifies in Class B

continued on next page

Mahopac QB Ryan Dugan avoids the rush in Indians’ Class AA playoff  
qualifier loss to North Rockland.

RAY GALLAGHER/RICK KUPERBERG/BOB CASTNER PHOTOS

Putnam Valley’s Mike Nolan (22) gives it up for Mike Gaitan after Gaitan’s 
sack in Tigers’ win over Briarcliff.

Putnam Valley DB Travis Anderson puts a lick on a Briarcliff  receiver in Tigers’ 
win over Bears Saturday.

NWE/Putnam Examiner Grid Poll
No.1 YORKTOWN – Tappan Zee 

should be a breeze before the Huskers, 
who take on the Panas/Rye survivor, and 
I can’t get this vision of a No.1 Yorktown 
vs. No.3 John Jay finale at Mahopac for 
all the marbles in what might as well be 
a track meet. Though No.2 Lourdes is 
getting a stud back on the field with the 
return of mighty RB Joe Scaglione, who 
could be a difference maker down the 
stretch. Conventional wisdom says No.5 
Rye will pay the Huskers a semifinal visit 
with the Lourdes/John Jay winner for all 
the marbles.

No.2 CARMEL – Why not us? The 
Rams have to be thinking they have the 
necessary moxie to go toe-to-toe with 
New Rochelle in a title tilt, which, win 
or lose, would be the capper on what 
has already been a wonderful season; 
though Clarkstown South will not be a 
quarterfinal pushover, this I promise.

No.3 SOMERS – Could the Tuskers 
have a rougher, tougher road to the finals? 
Only if Yorktown were in their semifinal 
path. As the No.6 seed, Somers will likely 
have to go through third-seeded John Jay 

and No.2 Lourdes just see No.1 Yorktown; 
provided the Tuskers can “upset” Jay 
and chalk prevails elsewhere. Should the 
Tuskers do the improbable and get to the 
finals, legendary Coach Tony DeMatteo 
would be setting the bar as high as 
humanly possible this season.  Nobody 
said repeating was easy, but this is harder 
than anyone could have imagined.

No.4 PANAS – Rye is a tall order, 
indeed, but this No.4 Panas unit is only 
beginning to realize how good it can 
be. Don’t buy into the mysterious Rye 
mystique; the No.5 Garnets suit up one 
leg at a time, too, and may not have the 
speed the Panthers do.

No.5   MAHOPAC – Let’s be honest 
here: Pretty sure most folks in town would 
have signed in blood for a 4-3 season 
when the Indians were up a creek without 
a paddle (or a coach) last June and had just 
six weeks to get things in order. That said, 
the Indians weren’t big enough or strong 
enough in the box to contain North Rock’s 
Jayden Cook, who they knew was coming 
time and time again but were helpless  
to stop.

Yorktown RB Reese Andrews is hunted by 
Lakeland’s Patrick Fahey (27) and Kymanni 
Weston in the Huskers’ 42-0 win over Hornets 
last Friday.

Carmel QB Peyton Cayea picks up chunk of  yards in Rams’ 33-0 win 
over Mamaroneck in Class AA playoff  qualifier last Friday.

Mahopac RB Tim Cegielski searches for daylight in Indians Section 1 
Class AA playoff  qualifier loss to North Rockland.

Panas Beheads Sleepy Hollow
By Ryan Bieber

No.4 WALTER PANAS (6-1) squared 
off with No.13 Sleepy Hollow in the first 
playoff qualifier, a despite a sloppy first 
half, and tension running high between 
the two teams, the Panthers pulled 
through with an overwhelming 35-7 
victory. 

The Panthers came alive in the second 
quarter behind a series of dynamic 
running plays by Sean Laukaitis, Jacob 
Liebert and David Louis and advanced 
to Sleep Hollow’s 1-yard line where it 
was second and goal to go before Louis 
struck paydirt, tying the game at 7 apiece. 
The Panther's defense also rose to the 
occasion on the Horsemen’s next drive 
boasting a four-man QB sack and a string 
of deflected passes. The ensuing short 
punt by the Horseman left the Panthers 
in a prime position to score.  It didn’t take 
long for Liebert to fly into the end zone 
from there. The score was 14-7 at the end 

of the second quarter.   
An early interception by Panas' Evan 

Trapanese bolstered the team’s new-
found, second-half confidence. The 
triple-threat backfield resurfaced as 
Louis, Liebert and Laukaitis once again 
began an aggressive drive downfield. 
Faced with 4th and 2, just feet from the 
goal line, Liebert secured the Panther's 
third touchdown, leading to a 21-7 lead.

Panas QB Brandon Hodge hit Laukaitis 
for the next TD, further extending the 
Panther's lead, 28-7. Laukaitis extended 
the lead when he miraculously broke 
through the line, charging 90 yards 
into the end zone and putting the final 
nail in the coffin with four minutes left. 
Laukaitis, only a junior, was the lead 
playmaker, totaling an impressive 172 
rushing yards. The Panthers rushed for 
347 yards as a team.

Panas will host No. 5 Rye in Friday's 7 
p.m. quarterfinal.

Carmel RB Kevin Heis flattens one last dude before scoring TD in 
Rams’ 33-0 rout of  visiting Mamaroneck last Friday.

The Carmel Crazies have had plenty of  reason to cheer this season, 
rooting on a team that’s easy to love.

Mahopac RB Sal Marchionni rips off  big gain in Indians’ Class AA playoff  loss to 
North Rockland Friday.

Yorktown RB Brett Makar rushed for four TDs in Huskers’ 
playoff  qualifying rout of  visiting Lakeland Friday.
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By Ray Gallagher 
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

All things considered, this has been a 
truly special fall on Northern Westchester/
Putnam County gridirons. This notebook 
has been loaded with positive doings each 
and every week and a pleasure to recap. 
Week 1 of the playoffs – actually, the play-
in round -- was no different, as three Class 
A teams – Yorktown, Panas and Somers 
-- moved on to this week’s sectional 
quarterfinals, as well as one Class AA club 
(Carmel). 
CLASS AA

The only real downer last week came 
out of Class AA MAHOPAC where the 
seventh-seeded Indians (4-3) were ousted 
in a 27-10 loss to No.10 North Rockland 
last Friday. North Rockland tailback 
Jayden Cook carried the ball 41 times 
for 168 yards and a score and that was all 
she wrote. The game changed on a dime 
during a five-minute span bridging the 
second and third quarters, leading to 14 
unanswered Red Raider points. 

Mahopac will host Fox Lane in  
the hopes of playing in a bowl game in 
Week 9.

No.4 CARMEL (6-1) manhandled 
No.13 Mamaroneck 33-0, wheeling and 
dealing behind a dynamic attack that 
featured both air and ground. RBs Sam 
Dukes, Joe Mascetta and Kevin Heis were 
a lethal combination of shake and grind. 

Mascetta had 78 yards of offense and two 
touchdowns to pace the Rams, who will 
host No.5 Clarkstown South Friday (7 
pm) in what should be one of the week’s 
best games. 

The shifty Duke rushed 20 times for 131 
yards and a score in a career effort. Rams 
WR Henry Flocco had five catches for 98 

yards, much of it coming 
from Rams QB Peyton 
Cayea, who hit on 9 of 
18 for 158 yards and a 
touchdown. Heis rushed 
for over 50 yards and hit 
paydirt off a bruising TD 
trot in which he bowled 
over a Tiger defender 
at the goal line. Sean 
McCarthy had a pick-
6 for the Rams, who 
eliminated Mamaroneck 
for the second straight 
year. Carmel QB Aiden 
Nunez fired one pass, 
which went for a 34-yard 
TD.
CLASS A 

YORKTOWN’s 42-0 
win over LAKELAND 
went as expected for the 
title-starved Huskers, 
ranked No.2 in the state. 
Yorktown (7-0), which 
last won the Section 1 title 
in 1998, saw QB Tommy 
Weaver connect on 10 of 

12 passes for 143 yards and a touchdown 
to TE Alex Ujkaj (three catches for 78 
yards). Husker RB Brett Makar made the 
most of 12 carries, compiling 70 yards 
and four touchdowns. 
Yorktown will host No. 
9 Tappan Zee in Fridays 
7 p.m. quarterfinals 
with the No.5 Rye/
No.4 Panas winner 
on deck. Coach Mike 
Rescigno, among the 
best in the section, will 
have the Huskers ready 
after what happened in 
last year’s title tilt with 
Somers.

SOMERS seems to 
have right the ship after 
a 37-15 win over visiting 
HEN HUD Friday.  The 
No. 6 Tuskers saw QB 
Kevin Olifiers air it out 
some, hitting on 7 of 9 
passes for 206 yards and 
two touchdown passes 
to TE Jack Gilroy (three 
passes for 78 yards) 
and RB Antonio Vieira 
(43-yard TD grab). 
Vieira also had nine 
tackles. Somers DBs 
Drew Cassin and Vinny 
DiFillippo, as well as DL 
Nick Gargiulo, each had 
an interception. FB Tyler 
Carr and HB Michael 

Somoza also rushed for touchdowns for 
the sixth-seeded Tuskers, the reigning 
NYS Class A champions, who will visit 
No.3 John Jay in Friday’s quarterfinals. 
John Jay stunned Somers, 21-7, just two 
weeks ago and the rematch figures to be 
more than a bit testy.

Few, if any, would have figured Somers 
to be the underdog in this game at the 
start of the season, but state-ranked 
(No.12) John Jay has been among the most 
complete teams in the section this season. 
The Jay O-Line can push the pile and win 

the war up front; the Indians have game-
breakers in both the passing and rushing 
game; and they play “actual” defense for 
the first time since 2011.
CLASS B/D

PUTNAM VALLEY locked up its 
second playoff berth in three seasons 
by securing the No.6 seed in a 26-0 win 
over host Briarcliff Saturday and will face 
No.3 Valhalla this Friday (7 pm). Should 
the Tigers survive and advance, the No. 
2 Pleasantville/No. 7 Blind Brook winner 
would await.

Tigers QB Travis Anderson threw for 
175 yards, hitting 10 of 15 passes and 
rushed for 25 yards and a TD. Anderson 
was locked in on WR Darnel Shillingford, 
who had 100 yards receiving on three 
catches, including a lunging TD. WR 
Jason White added 88 yards receiving on 
five catches. Tiger FB John Listwan kept 
the Bears honest by rushing for 72 yards 
on 12 carries, RB Mike Gaitain added a 

score. DE Chase Sauther had two tackles 
and a sack, all for negative yardage.

“We played well as a team this week at 
each level of our depth chart,” PV boss 
Ryan Elsasser said. “We were able to focus 
on what we do well and make sure that 

every person was getting it 
done this week. When we 
got the ball in the hands 
of our play makers they 
definitely performed on 

offense and our defense played nearly 
flawless. These boys are very talented, if 
we can stay focused and play as a team 
we should be able to make a run in the 
sectional play.”

No.2 HALDANE will face No.1 
Tuckahoe in the Class D 
championship, at Mahopac 
High on Friday, Nov.3rd at 
4 p.m. after the Blue Devils 
waxed Millbrook, 53-25. 
Blue Devil RB Sammy ‘The 
Bull’ Giachinta rushed 18 
times for 183 yards and 
three scores while QB 
Brandon Twoguns was 
spectacular through the 
air and on the ground. The 
signal caller rushed nine 
times for 120 yards and 
three TDs while hitting on 
4-of-4 passes for 82 yards 
and two more scores. 
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continued from previous pageYorktown, Panas, Somers Survive, Advance to Class A Quarters

Carmel Lone Local Class AA Team Standing; Put Valley Qualifies in Class B

continued on next page

Mahopac QB Ryan Dugan avoids the rush in Indians’ Class AA playoff  
qualifier loss to North Rockland.

RAY GALLAGHER/RICK KUPERBERG/BOB CASTNER PHOTOS

Putnam Valley’s Mike Nolan (22) gives it up for Mike Gaitan after Gaitan’s 
sack in Tigers’ win over Briarcliff.

Putnam Valley DB Travis Anderson puts a lick on a Briarcliff  receiver in Tigers’ 
win over Bears Saturday.

NWE/Putnam Examiner Grid Poll
No.1 YORKTOWN – Tappan Zee 

should be a breeze before the Huskers, 
who take on the Panas/Rye survivor, and 
I can’t get this vision of a No.1 Yorktown 
vs. No.3 John Jay finale at Mahopac for 
all the marbles in what might as well be 
a track meet. Though No.2 Lourdes is 
getting a stud back on the field with the 
return of mighty RB Joe Scaglione, who 
could be a difference maker down the 
stretch. Conventional wisdom says No.5 
Rye will pay the Huskers a semifinal visit 
with the Lourdes/John Jay winner for all 
the marbles.

No.2 CARMEL – Why not us? The 
Rams have to be thinking they have the 
necessary moxie to go toe-to-toe with 
New Rochelle in a title tilt, which, win 
or lose, would be the capper on what 
has already been a wonderful season; 
though Clarkstown South will not be a 
quarterfinal pushover, this I promise.

No.3 SOMERS – Could the Tuskers 
have a rougher, tougher road to the finals? 
Only if Yorktown were in their semifinal 
path. As the No.6 seed, Somers will likely 
have to go through third-seeded John Jay 

and No.2 Lourdes just see No.1 Yorktown; 
provided the Tuskers can “upset” Jay 
and chalk prevails elsewhere. Should the 
Tuskers do the improbable and get to the 
finals, legendary Coach Tony DeMatteo 
would be setting the bar as high as 
humanly possible this season.  Nobody 
said repeating was easy, but this is harder 
than anyone could have imagined.

No.4 PANAS – Rye is a tall order, 
indeed, but this No.4 Panas unit is only 
beginning to realize how good it can 
be. Don’t buy into the mysterious Rye 
mystique; the No.5 Garnets suit up one 
leg at a time, too, and may not have the 
speed the Panthers do.

No.5   MAHOPAC – Let’s be honest 
here: Pretty sure most folks in town would 
have signed in blood for a 4-3 season 
when the Indians were up a creek without 
a paddle (or a coach) last June and had just 
six weeks to get things in order. That said, 
the Indians weren’t big enough or strong 
enough in the box to contain North Rock’s 
Jayden Cook, who they knew was coming 
time and time again but were helpless  
to stop.

Yorktown RB Reese Andrews is hunted by 
Lakeland’s Patrick Fahey (27) and Kymanni 
Weston in the Huskers’ 42-0 win over Hornets 
last Friday.

Carmel QB Peyton Cayea picks up chunk of  yards in Rams’ 33-0 win 
over Mamaroneck in Class AA playoff  qualifier last Friday.

Mahopac RB Tim Cegielski searches for daylight in Indians Section 1 
Class AA playoff  qualifier loss to North Rockland.

Panas Beheads Sleepy Hollow
By Ryan Bieber

No.4 WALTER PANAS (6-1) squared 
off with No.13 Sleepy Hollow in the first 
playoff qualifier, a despite a sloppy first 
half, and tension running high between 
the two teams, the Panthers pulled 
through with an overwhelming 35-7 
victory. 

The Panthers came alive in the second 
quarter behind a series of dynamic 
running plays by Sean Laukaitis, Jacob 
Liebert and David Louis and advanced 
to Sleep Hollow’s 1-yard line where it 
was second and goal to go before Louis 
struck paydirt, tying the game at 7 apiece. 
The Panther's defense also rose to the 
occasion on the Horsemen’s next drive 
boasting a four-man QB sack and a string 
of deflected passes. The ensuing short 
punt by the Horseman left the Panthers 
in a prime position to score.  It didn’t take 
long for Liebert to fly into the end zone 
from there. The score was 14-7 at the end 

of the second quarter.   
An early interception by Panas' Evan 

Trapanese bolstered the team’s new-
found, second-half confidence. The 
triple-threat backfield resurfaced as 
Louis, Liebert and Laukaitis once again 
began an aggressive drive downfield. 
Faced with 4th and 2, just feet from the 
goal line, Liebert secured the Panther's 
third touchdown, leading to a 21-7 lead.

Panas QB Brandon Hodge hit Laukaitis 
for the next TD, further extending the 
Panther's lead, 28-7. Laukaitis extended 
the lead when he miraculously broke 
through the line, charging 90 yards 
into the end zone and putting the final 
nail in the coffin with four minutes left. 
Laukaitis, only a junior, was the lead 
playmaker, totaling an impressive 172 
rushing yards. The Panthers rushed for 
347 yards as a team.

Panas will host No. 5 Rye in Friday's 7 
p.m. quarterfinal.

Carmel RB Kevin Heis flattens one last dude before scoring TD in 
Rams’ 33-0 rout of  visiting Mamaroneck last Friday.

The Carmel Crazies have had plenty of  reason to cheer this season, 
rooting on a team that’s easy to love.

Mahopac RB Sal Marchionni rips off  big gain in Indians’ Class AA playoff  loss to 
North Rockland Friday.

Yorktown RB Brett Makar rushed for four TDs in Huskers’ 
playoff  qualifying rout of  visiting Lakeland Friday.
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By Tony Pinciaro
One trait that coaches and teammates 

always point out in a player is the 
individual’s impact on the team, outside 
of their skill level.

Lakeland senior Kelsey McCrudden 
was not bashful when it comes to 
portraying fellow captain and classmate, 
Jess Ascencao, and what she means to the 
Lakeland varsity field hockey team.

“Jess is a team player and she makes a 
tremendous impact on our team because 
she is really someone who wants to make 
others around her better, and she does 
just that,” McCrudden said.

“Another amazing quality about Jess, as 
a teammate, is that no one is intimidated 
to talk to Jess or ask for advice because she 
is open to everyone. She helps with the 
team morale to incredible lengths.

Ascencao, who is also an outstanding 
softball and basketball player, has 
developed into an impact player for the 
14-0 Hornets. Ascencao is the starting left 
midfielder, a pivotal position in negating 
an opposing offense’s ability to work the 
right side, or strong side, of the field.

“Jess is just so smart and knows how 
to keep the ball in front of her,” Lakeland 
coach Sharon Sarsen said. “Jess also has 
incredible patience with people and with 
field hockey.”

While Ascencao excels defensively, she 
has also contributed offensively with five 
goals, including three on penalty strokes, 
and four assists. Ascencao said starting on 
defense, on the left, last year, enabled her 
to make a smooth transition to midfield.

“Playing left back last year definitely 
taught me how to play on the left side,” 

said the three-year varsity 
player. “Playing left mid 
you have to make sure you 
get back, stop the ball and 
work with the left back.”

Ascencao takes 
pride in her ability to 
thwart the opposition 
from advancing inside 
Lakeland’s half of the 
field And, considering 
Lakeland has only allowed 
three goals in 14 games, 
it’s evident teams can’t 
solve Ascencao.

“Knowing they have 
the advantage, being on 
their strong side, I want to 
be patient and keep them 
and the ball in front of 
me,” Ascencao explained. 
“And as soon as they show 
a weakness, I go in for  
the ball.” 

Ascencao’s impact on 
Lakeland goes beyond her 
skill set.

“Jess is the ‘quiet voice 
of reason for our team,” 
Sarsen said. “Jess is the 
team player that every 
teams needs.  She always 
puts the team in front 
of her own personal 
needs.  She is so very 
well-liked by players and 
coaches alike. Her team 
respects what she does 
and is always excited for 
her successes.”

Ascencao is excited 
about the team’s success 
as Lakeland continues 
its drive for a ninth 
consecutive Section 1 
Class B and New York 
State title.  

“As a team, we’re very 

close,” Ascencao said. “We 
work very well together 
and this helps us find each 
other on the field and 
work together as a team to 
finish. We’re focusing on 
sectionals first and if we 
keep it up hopefully we can 
win another section title.”

Lakeland hiked its record 
to 14-0 with an 8-1 win over 
Scarsdale and 3-0 triumph 
over Somers.

Emily Kness had a hat 
trick and McCrudden had 
two goals and two assists 
against Scarsdale. Julianna 
Cappello added two 
goals and Caroline Cahill 
finished with three assists.

Emma Halderman netted 
two goals against Somers 
and McCrudden collected 
a goal and an assist. Somers 
made news for all the wrong reasons this 
week as first-year coach Marq Mellor, a 
highly qualified coach, was dismissed 
from his position and 
replaced by Leigh Fiorito. 
Fiorito has been a 
previous Somers’ varsity 
field hockey coach and 
served the Tuskers while 
Mellor sat out during 
a puzzling three-game 
suspension. As per the 
usual course, the Somers 
district had no official 
comment on personnel 
matters. Still, an in-
season dismissal of a 
coach is about as unusual 
as it gets.

PANAS had four games 
in six days, registering 
wins over Hastings, 3-0, 
Hen Hud, 5-0, and Our 
Lady of Lourdes, 3-0, but 
dropped a 2-1 verdict to 
Nanuet, on grass.

Center midfielder Danielle Merante 
had an excellent week with seven goals. 
She collected two against Hastings, both 
assisted by Taylor Reilly. Carly O’Connor 
also had a goal.

Merante had the goal against Nanuet, 
assisted by Madison Maddocks, then 
followed with a hat trick against Hen 
Hud. Taylor Reilly added a goal and three 
assists and O’Connor also had a goal. 
Merante, along with Abby Divney and 
Brianna Viola, had goals against Lourdes.

“Overall, I was satisfied with our play 
during this long week, but we know we 
have a challenging week ahead with 
games against John Jay-Cross River, 
Brewster and Lakeland, in which we 
hope to carry some of that momentum 

into these upcoming games,” Panas coach 
Andrew Tripaldi said.

PUTNAM VALLEY had two games, 
a 3-0 loss to perennial Section 1 Class C 

champion Bronxville and a 1-1 draw with 
Pleasantville.

After Pleasantville led 1-0 at halftime, 
Joanna Pelc evened the score with 17 
minutes remaining in the game, assisted 
by Katie McLean. Putnam Valley coach 
Rebecca Gherardi credited freshman 
goalie Jillian Rodriguez with playing an 
excellent game.

Putnam Valley closes out the regular 
season with three games this week.

NOTE: It’s no coincidence that Lakeland, 
Put Valley and Panas are regularly covered 
in this notebook. Their coaches are sending 
results and comments to beat writer Tony 
Pinciaro at tfinch23@optonline.net. 

Ray Gallagher contributed to this 
story.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

Both Class AA YORKTOWN and 
SOMERS snared their respective league 
titles last week, further fueling the fervent 
post-season belief within each camp.

Yorktown did so in impressive fashion, 
taking a pair of one-goal wins from 
Ossining, 3-2, and Horace Greeley, 1-0, 

winning the League I-D title outright, and 
avoiding a three-way tie with Port Chester 
and Greeley within an underrated league.

Against Ossining, Pride sniper Mateo 
Marra spotted Ossining a 2-1 lead with 
24 minutes remaining, but Yorktown’s 
aggressive push from that point forward 
led to a pair of penalty kicks, which Anket 
Patel converted for the lead in the 57th 
and 62nd minutes of the game. Yorktown 
G Maurico Arango, among the best in the 
state, then knocked Ossining’s last-ditch 
attempt over the crossbar with a nifty save.

Against Greeley, Coach Ed Polchinki’s 

Huskers had the better of the run, but 
the two split the season series and shared 
the league flag with a 6-2 mark. Husker 
forward Jorge Torres-Solari was the only 
player to tickle twine in a game that was 
played in a driving rain at times (see 
photos for proof).

Simply put, Yorktown really stepped 
up and appears to be peaking at the right 
time.

“It was certainly a huge week for us,” 
Husker Assistant Coach Justin Huff 
said. “We were able to beat Greeley, 
who always gives us tons of trouble, 
and to go into Ossining and take care of 
business, battling back from being down 
a goal in the second half, was huge. More 
importantly, we had those two wins after 
a tough loss at Portchester where the field 
and weather was atrocious.”

Chemistry has been strong all season 
within this senior-laden club and a 
pronounced sense of leadership has 
provided direction.

“We've been fighting all year, only 
losing three games by a combined three 

goals,” Huff said. 
“The thing I'm most 
proud about with 
this team is the lack 
of egos. In years past, 
we were fortunate 
enough to have 
some insane talent, 
including several 
All-State players but 
guys were depending 
on them to win 
games. This year we 
are so much more 
of a balanced team. 
We don't have one 
superstar, but are full 
of very solid players. 
We have had seven 
different players 
score game winning 

goals for us.”
The defense has been stingy 

all season, too, pitching seven 
shutouts thus far.

“That’s due in large part 
to senior captain Mauricio 
Arango,” Huff said “Rocky 
Bujaj and Sergio Spiniello 
have been anchors in the 
back all year, and they're only 
juniors. We've also gotten 
big minutes from junior Paul 
Duffy who has partnered with 
Rocky.”

If the Huskers can more 
disciplined in set pieces, 
the skies the limit this post 
season. Set pieces have been 
an issue in losses to Port 
Chester, Greeley and Somers.

“All three games we lost 
were on mental lapses during 

set pieces,” Huff said. “I firmly believe that 
if this team stays disciplined and focused 
we have what it takes to win the section. 
We are looking forward to finding out who 
our opponent will be in the first round.”

Trailing 1-0 at to visiting BREWSTER, 
SOMERS went off in the second half 
behind the concerted efforts of Jon Riina 
(2G, 1A), Lucas Fecci (1G, 2A), Jake Faigle 
(1G) and Nolan Fierro (1A).

“I'm so proud of my boys tonight,” 
Somers boss Brian Lanzetta said of the 
reigning NYS Class B champs. “The 
second half adjustments and their work 
ethic was insane!”

Somers also defeated John Jay, 2-0, with 
Fecci scoring twice for the Tuskers. Alex 
Maher and Faigle each set up a goal.

“The league title is an unbelievable 
feeling,” Riina said of the Tuskers’ first 

league title since 2000. “It’s definitely 
a great accomplishment for the team 
heading into sectionals. We’re just hoping 
we get hot at the right time and use this 
as momentum for the rest of the season.”

PITCH NOTES: Outbrackets in Class 
A start Thursday, and, ridiculously, 25 
teams have already qualified. Peekskill has 
an outside chance to get in and make 26 
teams, meaning the No.7 seed through 
No.26 will play outbrackets…

ROAD to LAKELAND (home of 
Section 1 finals) -- October 18 Seeding 
meetings, playoff brackets released; 
October 19 Outbracket games, 3 p.m.; 
October 20 First round at higher seed, 3 
p.m.; October 23 Quarters at higher seed, 
3 p.m.; October 25 Semis at higher seed, 3 
p.m.; October 28 Finals at Lakeland High 
School, TBA. 

Lakeland’s Kelsey McCrudden, who had 1G and 1A, eyes up shot in 
Hornets’ 3-0 win over Somers.
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NWE/Putnam Boys’ Pitch Poll
No.1 Somers – Tuskers (12-2) have 

weight of the world on their shoulders 
as defending NYS Class A champs, and 
if the defense holds up this lethal offense 
is going to wreak havoc in the sectional 
tournament as a likely three-seed, but 
undefeated No.2 Byram Hills and likely 
top seed Tappan Zee are very tough 
potential semifinal and final foes.

No.2 Yorktown – Huskers (11-3-1) 
figured out Greeley and they look like an 
outfit that can challenge for the Class AA 
sectional crown with this legit combination 
of size, speed and netminding. Could get 
the two-seed with a win over Scarsdale 
Monday, which will be important in terms 
of getting on the opposite No.1 Arlington 
on the AA bracket. Something tells me 
Yorktown would love another crack at the 
Admirals after losing the 2015 Class AA 
title on their turf, the year after losing the 
Class A title game to Byram Hills. 

No.3 Lakeland – Hornets (8-5-1) were 

well rested for Monday’s showdown with 
Mahopac and are holding out hope for 
a 1st round home game in the playoffs 
where they are praying for a home game 
as a 7-8-type seed.

No.4 Brewster – Bears (10-5) gave 
Somers fits twice this season and that, 
alone, makes the Bears, a possible 10-seed, 
a very tough first-round out for someone 
like Nyack, Riverside or even Lakeland. 

No.5A Mahopac – Indians (6-7-1) lost 
two tough games last week and will gear 
up for Class AA playoffs with a tough 
road test at Lakeland Monday. Will be on 
the road for playoffs as potential No.13 
seed, but the schedule they face should 
have them battle-tested and ready.

No.5B Ossining – Pride (6-8) have 
to get better against set pieces late in 
games; all losses have come against such 
situations. This team will be a tough 
playoff draw in the 12-seed range for 
some unsuspecting foe.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Business as Usual for Lakeland’s Unheralded Ascencao Yorktown, Somers Sew Up League Titles Impressively

Yorktown’s Anket Patel flashed his big-play ability in wins over 
Greeley and Ossining this week as Huskers locked up league title.

Yorktown’s Alex Kazor works sideline in Huskers’ 1-0 league-title-clinching 
win over Greeley.

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS (PLEASE VISIT WWW.HVSP.PHOTOS FOR MORE)

Somers’ Molly Tiso tracks down loose ball in 3-0 loss to Lakeland’s 
Julianna Cappello (11) and undefeated Hornets.

Lakeland’s Emma Halderman sets up one of  two goals she would 
score in Hornets’ 3-0 win over Somers and G Nicole Garrity, who 
stopped 20 shots last Thursday.

Yorktown M Besem Bucpapa controls midfield in 
Huskers’ 1-0, rain-driven win over Greeley last 
Wednesday.

Yorktown’s Nick Marotoj fires shot in Huskers’ 1-0 
win over Greeley last Wednesday.

Lakeland sophomore Jenna McCrudden is checked by Somers 
sophomore Haley Dineen in Hornets’ 3-0 win over host Tuskers 
Thursday
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By Tony Pinciaro
One trait that coaches and teammates 

always point out in a player is the 
individual’s impact on the team, outside 
of their skill level.

Lakeland senior Kelsey McCrudden 
was not bashful when it comes to 
portraying fellow captain and classmate, 
Jess Ascencao, and what she means to the 
Lakeland varsity field hockey team.

“Jess is a team player and she makes a 
tremendous impact on our team because 
she is really someone who wants to make 
others around her better, and she does 
just that,” McCrudden said.

“Another amazing quality about Jess, as 
a teammate, is that no one is intimidated 
to talk to Jess or ask for advice because she 
is open to everyone. She helps with the 
team morale to incredible lengths.

Ascencao, who is also an outstanding 
softball and basketball player, has 
developed into an impact player for the 
14-0 Hornets. Ascencao is the starting left 
midfielder, a pivotal position in negating 
an opposing offense’s ability to work the 
right side, or strong side, of the field.

“Jess is just so smart and knows how 
to keep the ball in front of her,” Lakeland 
coach Sharon Sarsen said. “Jess also has 
incredible patience with people and with 
field hockey.”

While Ascencao excels defensively, she 
has also contributed offensively with five 
goals, including three on penalty strokes, 
and four assists. Ascencao said starting on 
defense, on the left, last year, enabled her 
to make a smooth transition to midfield.

“Playing left back last year definitely 
taught me how to play on the left side,” 

said the three-year varsity 
player. “Playing left mid 
you have to make sure you 
get back, stop the ball and 
work with the left back.”

Ascencao takes 
pride in her ability to 
thwart the opposition 
from advancing inside 
Lakeland’s half of the 
field And, considering 
Lakeland has only allowed 
three goals in 14 games, 
it’s evident teams can’t 
solve Ascencao.

“Knowing they have 
the advantage, being on 
their strong side, I want to 
be patient and keep them 
and the ball in front of 
me,” Ascencao explained. 
“And as soon as they show 
a weakness, I go in for  
the ball.” 

Ascencao’s impact on 
Lakeland goes beyond her 
skill set.

“Jess is the ‘quiet voice 
of reason for our team,” 
Sarsen said. “Jess is the 
team player that every 
teams needs.  She always 
puts the team in front 
of her own personal 
needs.  She is so very 
well-liked by players and 
coaches alike. Her team 
respects what she does 
and is always excited for 
her successes.”

Ascencao is excited 
about the team’s success 
as Lakeland continues 
its drive for a ninth 
consecutive Section 1 
Class B and New York 
State title.  

“As a team, we’re very 

close,” Ascencao said. “We 
work very well together 
and this helps us find each 
other on the field and 
work together as a team to 
finish. We’re focusing on 
sectionals first and if we 
keep it up hopefully we can 
win another section title.”

Lakeland hiked its record 
to 14-0 with an 8-1 win over 
Scarsdale and 3-0 triumph 
over Somers.

Emily Kness had a hat 
trick and McCrudden had 
two goals and two assists 
against Scarsdale. Julianna 
Cappello added two 
goals and Caroline Cahill 
finished with three assists.

Emma Halderman netted 
two goals against Somers 
and McCrudden collected 
a goal and an assist. Somers 
made news for all the wrong reasons this 
week as first-year coach Marq Mellor, a 
highly qualified coach, was dismissed 
from his position and 
replaced by Leigh Fiorito. 
Fiorito has been a 
previous Somers’ varsity 
field hockey coach and 
served the Tuskers while 
Mellor sat out during 
a puzzling three-game 
suspension. As per the 
usual course, the Somers 
district had no official 
comment on personnel 
matters. Still, an in-
season dismissal of a 
coach is about as unusual 
as it gets.

PANAS had four games 
in six days, registering 
wins over Hastings, 3-0, 
Hen Hud, 5-0, and Our 
Lady of Lourdes, 3-0, but 
dropped a 2-1 verdict to 
Nanuet, on grass.

Center midfielder Danielle Merante 
had an excellent week with seven goals. 
She collected two against Hastings, both 
assisted by Taylor Reilly. Carly O’Connor 
also had a goal.

Merante had the goal against Nanuet, 
assisted by Madison Maddocks, then 
followed with a hat trick against Hen 
Hud. Taylor Reilly added a goal and three 
assists and O’Connor also had a goal. 
Merante, along with Abby Divney and 
Brianna Viola, had goals against Lourdes.

“Overall, I was satisfied with our play 
during this long week, but we know we 
have a challenging week ahead with 
games against John Jay-Cross River, 
Brewster and Lakeland, in which we 
hope to carry some of that momentum 

into these upcoming games,” Panas coach 
Andrew Tripaldi said.

PUTNAM VALLEY had two games, 
a 3-0 loss to perennial Section 1 Class C 

champion Bronxville and a 1-1 draw with 
Pleasantville.

After Pleasantville led 1-0 at halftime, 
Joanna Pelc evened the score with 17 
minutes remaining in the game, assisted 
by Katie McLean. Putnam Valley coach 
Rebecca Gherardi credited freshman 
goalie Jillian Rodriguez with playing an 
excellent game.

Putnam Valley closes out the regular 
season with three games this week.

NOTE: It’s no coincidence that Lakeland, 
Put Valley and Panas are regularly covered 
in this notebook. Their coaches are sending 
results and comments to beat writer Tony 
Pinciaro at tfinch23@optonline.net. 

Ray Gallagher contributed to this 
story.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

Both Class AA YORKTOWN and 
SOMERS snared their respective league 
titles last week, further fueling the fervent 
post-season belief within each camp.

Yorktown did so in impressive fashion, 
taking a pair of one-goal wins from 
Ossining, 3-2, and Horace Greeley, 1-0, 

winning the League I-D title outright, and 
avoiding a three-way tie with Port Chester 
and Greeley within an underrated league.

Against Ossining, Pride sniper Mateo 
Marra spotted Ossining a 2-1 lead with 
24 minutes remaining, but Yorktown’s 
aggressive push from that point forward 
led to a pair of penalty kicks, which Anket 
Patel converted for the lead in the 57th 
and 62nd minutes of the game. Yorktown 
G Maurico Arango, among the best in the 
state, then knocked Ossining’s last-ditch 
attempt over the crossbar with a nifty save.

Against Greeley, Coach Ed Polchinki’s 

Huskers had the better of the run, but 
the two split the season series and shared 
the league flag with a 6-2 mark. Husker 
forward Jorge Torres-Solari was the only 
player to tickle twine in a game that was 
played in a driving rain at times (see 
photos for proof).

Simply put, Yorktown really stepped 
up and appears to be peaking at the right 
time.

“It was certainly a huge week for us,” 
Husker Assistant Coach Justin Huff 
said. “We were able to beat Greeley, 
who always gives us tons of trouble, 
and to go into Ossining and take care of 
business, battling back from being down 
a goal in the second half, was huge. More 
importantly, we had those two wins after 
a tough loss at Portchester where the field 
and weather was atrocious.”

Chemistry has been strong all season 
within this senior-laden club and a 
pronounced sense of leadership has 
provided direction.

“We've been fighting all year, only 
losing three games by a combined three 

goals,” Huff said. 
“The thing I'm most 
proud about with 
this team is the lack 
of egos. In years past, 
we were fortunate 
enough to have 
some insane talent, 
including several 
All-State players but 
guys were depending 
on them to win 
games. This year we 
are so much more 
of a balanced team. 
We don't have one 
superstar, but are full 
of very solid players. 
We have had seven 
different players 
score game winning 

goals for us.”
The defense has been stingy 

all season, too, pitching seven 
shutouts thus far.

“That’s due in large part 
to senior captain Mauricio 
Arango,” Huff said “Rocky 
Bujaj and Sergio Spiniello 
have been anchors in the 
back all year, and they're only 
juniors. We've also gotten 
big minutes from junior Paul 
Duffy who has partnered with 
Rocky.”

If the Huskers can more 
disciplined in set pieces, 
the skies the limit this post 
season. Set pieces have been 
an issue in losses to Port 
Chester, Greeley and Somers.

“All three games we lost 
were on mental lapses during 

set pieces,” Huff said. “I firmly believe that 
if this team stays disciplined and focused 
we have what it takes to win the section. 
We are looking forward to finding out who 
our opponent will be in the first round.”

Trailing 1-0 at to visiting BREWSTER, 
SOMERS went off in the second half 
behind the concerted efforts of Jon Riina 
(2G, 1A), Lucas Fecci (1G, 2A), Jake Faigle 
(1G) and Nolan Fierro (1A).

“I'm so proud of my boys tonight,” 
Somers boss Brian Lanzetta said of the 
reigning NYS Class B champs. “The 
second half adjustments and their work 
ethic was insane!”

Somers also defeated John Jay, 2-0, with 
Fecci scoring twice for the Tuskers. Alex 
Maher and Faigle each set up a goal.

“The league title is an unbelievable 
feeling,” Riina said of the Tuskers’ first 

league title since 2000. “It’s definitely 
a great accomplishment for the team 
heading into sectionals. We’re just hoping 
we get hot at the right time and use this 
as momentum for the rest of the season.”

PITCH NOTES: Outbrackets in Class 
A start Thursday, and, ridiculously, 25 
teams have already qualified. Peekskill has 
an outside chance to get in and make 26 
teams, meaning the No.7 seed through 
No.26 will play outbrackets…

ROAD to LAKELAND (home of 
Section 1 finals) -- October 18 Seeding 
meetings, playoff brackets released; 
October 19 Outbracket games, 3 p.m.; 
October 20 First round at higher seed, 3 
p.m.; October 23 Quarters at higher seed, 
3 p.m.; October 25 Semis at higher seed, 3 
p.m.; October 28 Finals at Lakeland High 
School, TBA. 

Lakeland’s Kelsey McCrudden, who had 1G and 1A, eyes up shot in 
Hornets’ 3-0 win over Somers.
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NWE/Putnam Boys’ Pitch Poll
No.1 Somers – Tuskers (12-2) have 

weight of the world on their shoulders 
as defending NYS Class A champs, and 
if the defense holds up this lethal offense 
is going to wreak havoc in the sectional 
tournament as a likely three-seed, but 
undefeated No.2 Byram Hills and likely 
top seed Tappan Zee are very tough 
potential semifinal and final foes.

No.2 Yorktown – Huskers (11-3-1) 
figured out Greeley and they look like an 
outfit that can challenge for the Class AA 
sectional crown with this legit combination 
of size, speed and netminding. Could get 
the two-seed with a win over Scarsdale 
Monday, which will be important in terms 
of getting on the opposite No.1 Arlington 
on the AA bracket. Something tells me 
Yorktown would love another crack at the 
Admirals after losing the 2015 Class AA 
title on their turf, the year after losing the 
Class A title game to Byram Hills. 

No.3 Lakeland – Hornets (8-5-1) were 

well rested for Monday’s showdown with 
Mahopac and are holding out hope for 
a 1st round home game in the playoffs 
where they are praying for a home game 
as a 7-8-type seed.

No.4 Brewster – Bears (10-5) gave 
Somers fits twice this season and that, 
alone, makes the Bears, a possible 10-seed, 
a very tough first-round out for someone 
like Nyack, Riverside or even Lakeland. 

No.5A Mahopac – Indians (6-7-1) lost 
two tough games last week and will gear 
up for Class AA playoffs with a tough 
road test at Lakeland Monday. Will be on 
the road for playoffs as potential No.13 
seed, but the schedule they face should 
have them battle-tested and ready.

No.5B Ossining – Pride (6-8) have 
to get better against set pieces late in 
games; all losses have come against such 
situations. This team will be a tough 
playoff draw in the 12-seed range for 
some unsuspecting foe.
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Business as Usual for Lakeland’s Unheralded Ascencao Yorktown, Somers Sew Up League Titles Impressively

Yorktown’s Anket Patel flashed his big-play ability in wins over 
Greeley and Ossining this week as Huskers locked up league title.

Yorktown’s Alex Kazor works sideline in Huskers’ 1-0 league-title-clinching 
win over Greeley.

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS (PLEASE VISIT WWW.HVSP.PHOTOS FOR MORE)

Somers’ Molly Tiso tracks down loose ball in 3-0 loss to Lakeland’s 
Julianna Cappello (11) and undefeated Hornets.

Lakeland’s Emma Halderman sets up one of  two goals she would 
score in Hornets’ 3-0 win over Somers and G Nicole Garrity, who 
stopped 20 shots last Thursday.

Yorktown M Besem Bucpapa controls midfield in 
Huskers’ 1-0, rain-driven win over Greeley last 
Wednesday.

Yorktown’s Nick Marotoj fires shot in Huskers’ 1-0 
win over Greeley last Wednesday.

Lakeland sophomore Jenna McCrudden is checked by Somers 
sophomore Haley Dineen in Hornets’ 3-0 win over host Tuskers 
Thursday
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Put Up Your Dukes! 

Carmel 
Knocks Out 

Mamo’ in 
33-0 Win

Carmel RB Sam Duke socked it to visiting 13th-seeded Mamaroneck in the No.4 Rams' 33-0 victory last Friday in the Section 1 Class AA qualifier round where Duke rushed for 131 yards and a touchdown on 20 
carries as Carmel (6-1) advanced to face No.5 Clarkstown South this Friday (7:00 p.m.) in the quarterfinal round where a potential Final 4 berth awaits... see Grid Notebook


