
By David Propper
After fighting to prove his innocence 

for almost nine years, former candidate 
for Putnam County Sheriff Andrew 
DeStefano feels “born again” after his 
conviction for filing forged nominating 
petitions was overturned and vacated. 

DeStefano was a vindicated man last 
Tuesday when a state appellate court 
overturned a 2009 conviction connected 
to his run for sheriff because the court 
ruled his former attorney, Pat Bonanno, 
had a conflict of interest representing 
him. The conviction was vacated and 
the panel also ruled to reverse a previous 
decision by a Patterson town justice that 
upheld the conviction. 

“It’s tough because you live your 
whole life doing the right thing, being 
honest and now you’re being accused of 
something you didn’t do,” DeStefano said 

in an interview. 
DeStefano, a longtime Patterson 

resident and former New York City Police 
Department captain, previously pleaded 
guilty to one count of misconduct and 
2nd degree offering a false instrument for 
filing, both misdemeanors. He entered the 
sheriff ’s race in 2009, against incumbent 
Don Smith and another challenger, Jim 
Borkowski, a former Southeast justice 
who was a Republican before he switched 
political party affiliation to Democratic. 

In Sep. 2009, DeStefano informed 
county Board of Elections officials he was 
pulling out of the race, according to a Sep. 
15, 2009 issue of The Putnam Examiner. 

In his case, DeStefano said there were 
about “100 different things that were 
done wrong” and every month he would 
discover something new that proved he 
wasn’t represented properly. 

“This was basically an attempt to 

By David Propper
Growing up in Brewster, Katie 

DiVenuto said it’s a “surreal experience” 
that she now has the opportunity to bring 
the first ever Relay For Life event to her 
hometown community. 

With Relay For Life events already 
in Mahopac and Patterson, Brewster is 
joining the effort and galvanizing interest 
and excitement leading up to the June 
10 event. With a dozen teams already 
signed up and more expected to register, 
the inspiring event continues to grow in 
Putnam County. 

DiVenuto, the American Cancer Society 
staff partner for the event and a Brewster 
High School graduate, said interest for 
the new Relay event started last spring, 
when members of the community began 
holding meetings about it. 
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By David Propper
Richard O’Keefe, a retired Town of 

Carmel police officer and former town 
councilman arrested on charges related 
to the fatal crash of a Mahopac woman, 
is expected to take a plea deal in the case, 
Putnam County District Attorney Bob 
Tendy confirmed Friday afternoon.

O’Keefe, a Mahopac resident, was 
arrested on felony charges of aggravated 
vehicular homicide and second 
degree vehicular manslaughter, and a 
misdemeanor count of driving while 
intoxicated more than a year ago. Tendy 
said while the papers of the plea bargain 
have yet to be finalized, the District 
Attorney’s Office and defense team for 
O’Keefe have reached an agreement. 

Tendy said O’Keefe surrendered 

continued on page 7
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Retired Carmel Cop Reaches 
Plea Bargain in Fatal Crash 

Former Sheriff Candidate 
Vindicated After Long Wait

Brewster to Host First Ever Relay For Life 
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Retired Carmel police officer Richard O’Keefe after 
he was arrested in 2015.

PROvided PHOTO
Committee members from left to right back row: Larry Coco, Lou Milano, Tina Aulabaugh, Maria Braia, 
Anthony Tobacco. Front row, Katie divenuto and Rose Aglieco

Patterson resident Andrew deStefano (left) 
during his NYPd days with former commissioner 
Bernard Kerik. 
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“We were just really wondering why we 
didn’t have a Relay in Brewster,” she said. 
“We knew the interest was there, it existed 
throughout the community so it was 
really just a matter of getting it started.”

During Brewster’s kickoff meeting last 
Wednesday, DiVenuto and other local 
residents and business owners discussed 
the plan for the upcoming event and 
how the money raised benefits the local 
community. The first Relay For Life will be 
six hours, from 6 p.m. to midnight, which 
includes all the customary activities at 
Relays across the country.  Relay For Life 
raises money and awareness for cancer 
research, while celebrating survivors, 
remembering those that died, and 
encouraging those stricken with cancer 
still fighting. 

Sadly, like many involved in Relay 
For Life, local residents have a personal 
connection to cancer. Both of DiVenuto’s 
grandmothers died from cancer and 
her uncle, also a Brewster resident, is 
currently fighting Stage IV cancer. 

“It’s been hitting my family pretty 
closely lately,” DiVenuto said.

Brewster resident Tina Aulabaugh also 
had a personal link to cancer, fighting the 
disease several years ago.

Aulabaugh, who is a five-year cancer 
survivor, has participated in several 

Relay For Life events in the region like in 
Mahopac and Patterson. But now, the 30-
year Brewster resident gets to have a Relay 
event in her own backyard. 

Aulabaugh, who works for the Brewster 
school system, gave a speech during 
Wednesday’s kickoff event where she 
described her ordeal with breast cancer. 

While she was originally at Stage I, after 
her first surgery she was upgraded to Stage 
II and needed to endure chemotherapy 
for 18 weeks, 28 radiation treatments, and 
a full year of Herceptin. 

A strong support system of family and 
friends pushed Aulabaugh to keep going 
in the face of adversity and eventually she 
made a full recovery. Her team is from 
Henry Wells Middle School. Each school 
is the district will be represented. 

“Cancer knows no boundaries, cancer 
knows no age, cancer doesn’t care if 
you are 6 months old, have attended 
kindergarten, attended prom, gotten 
married, or even seen your future 
grandchildren,” Aulabaugh said during 
her remarks. 

Aulabaugh said there are fundraisers 
set up prior to the primetime event 
with one at Applebee’s on March 1 and 
a movie fundraiser in April to drum up 
community involvement and excitement.  

Brewster Chamber of Commerce 
president Rose Aglieco said she has 
friends and family that had cancer that 
either survived or succumbed to the 
disease, including her mother who she 
lost recently. 

“Cancer’s with me all the time,” Aglieco, 
a caretaker for her late mom, said. “People 
that I know.”

She noted local businesses can benefit 
from joining Relay. Participating 
businesses gain more visibility and help 
employees gain comradery by being part 
of an event together. 

“Most people today know someone 
who’s either battled or is battling the 
disease,” she said. “There’s meaning there.”

For more: visit RelayForLife.org/
BrewsterNY to learn more about the event 
or contact Katie DiVenuto at 914-397-
8865 or katie.divenuto@cancer.org.

Brewster to Host First Ever Relay For Life 
continued from page 1

PROvided PHOTO
Maria Braia assists Mary Kay Nilsen with her team 
sign up.

Q: Could I benefit from lung cancer screening?    
A: The Low-Dose CT screen for lung cancer is a new 
form of traditional CT (computed tomography) scan. It 
uses a very low dose of radiation to provide unique 3-D 
information about the lungs, detecting ever-smaller 
lung cancers called nodules. Catching lung cancer early, 
when it’s smallest, has the most impact on prognosis 
and survival. Proof is that the LDCT Scan is reducing 
lung cancer deaths by 20 percent.*

If you meet each of these criteria, the screening, which 
is conducted at Northern Westchester Hospital (NWH), 
could potentially save your life: 

• You are between 55 and 74 years old; 
• You have a smoking history of 30 pack years –

meaning, you smoke (or smoked) one pack daily 
for 30 years, two packs daily for 15 years, 
or three packs daily for 10 years; 

• You currently smoke or quit within the past 15 years; 
• You have no symptoms of lung cancer.

Q: Should I be screened if I feel fine? 
A: If you meet the criteria, absolutely. Early-stage lung 
cancer usually presents no symptoms. Here’s why: The 
lung is a relatively large organ. Now picture a marble 
(the nodule) floating within a big balloon. For the marble 

to have a noticeable impact, it must get bigger. Only 
when that marble becomes the size of an acorn or an 
orange, do symptoms develop. That’s why screening 
is vitally important. Remember that most screening results 
are negative. Only a fractional number of people will need 
a biopsy, and a tiny percentage of those will have lung 
cancer. Also keep in mind that a biopsy performed at NWH 
is done using the most up-to-date, minimally invasive 
method possible. If lung cancer is diagnosed, NWH offers 
comprehensive treatment second to none.

Q: Can I afford the advanced LDCT screening? 
A: The screening is covered by Medicare and most 
commercial insurers. If you meet the criteria, and don’t 
have commercial insurance or Medicare, NWH can help – 
with many payment options and below-average pricing. 
If you can benefit from the screening, we make sure 
you get it.

Q: What steps should I take?
A: If you think you meet the criteria, ask your primary care 
physician about ordering an LDCT. If you don’t have a 
referring doctor, NWH’s nurse practitioner will determine 
your eligibility and possibly order an LDCT. NWH is going 
the extra mile to make this potentially life-saving screening 
100 percent accessible to everyone who needs it. 

If You Smoke or Used to Smoke
Advanced screening could save your life...

Christos Stavropoulos, MD, FACS
Chief, Thoracic Surgery Division
Director, Lung Cancer Program, 
Cancer Treatment & Wellness Center
Northern Westchester Hospital

www.nwhcancercenter.org

Ask the doctor

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

To learn more or to make an 
appointment with our Nurse 
Practitioner, call 914.242.7695

‘We knew the 
interest was there, it 
existed throughout 
the community so 
it was really just a 
matter of getting it 
started.’- Brewster 

resident and 
American Cancer 
Society manager 
Katie DiVenuto
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By David Propper
With the former recreation building 

in the Town of Kent empty for the last 
few years, the town board is exploring 
whether it should sell off the property 
along Route 52.

In an interview, Supervisor Maureen 
Fleming said the town board would 
discuss its options during tonight’s 
(Tuesday) town board meeting and 
possibly look into getting the building 
appraised to see how much it’s worth. The 
workshop portion of the meeting starts at 
7 p.m.

The majority of the town board in 2014 
opted to shutter the building that only 
housed a couple of town employees when 
Fleming first took over in order to save 
money in heating and electricity bills. 
The recreation department employees 
were moved to town hall and the only 
use the building has now is storing old 
equipment, Fleming said. 

Fleming said past town boards 
discussed selling it before the housing 
market tanked which would’ve resulted in 
the town getting little to no value for it. 
Fleming said she doesn’t have an opinion 
yet because she doesn’t know how much 
the building is worth. 

“A couple of different uses have been 
suggested so I’m interested where this 
board wants to go with it,” Fleming said. 

Councilman Bill Huestis said when 

selling the building was seriously 
discussed last time, he was the town’s 
recreation director and felt the department 
needed to keep that space to meet town’s 
recreational needs.  

If the building is kept, it would need 
some work done on it like window 
replacement and making it compliant 
for disabled residents, Huestis said. 
Right now, the parking lot is used as a 
cut through for many drivers and some 
nearby residents park their cars there 
during snowstorms. Seniors also gather in 
the parking lot as a meeting place before 
jumping onto a bus for day trips.

The building does have some historical 
value, Huestis noted. It used to be the old 
town hall and also the former garage for 
the highway department. 

“It’s been sitting there, either we should 

recommend getting an appraiser to see 
how much it’s worth and let the final 
debate begin: do we sell it or do we use 
it for town needs,” Huestis said, noting 
there is always a possibility that the town 
might need more space in the future.

Highway Superintendent Richard 

Othmer, who was once the town’s historian, 
wrote a column more than decade ago in 
a local newspaper making the case to keep 
the building. In an interview, Othmer said 
he didn’t currently have an opinion on the 
recreation building, but did explain some 
of its historical roots. 

He did place an historical marker on 
the building many years ago. He said the 
building is well constructed and has room 
for vehicles if the town ever needed more 
room. When Othmer spoke with the late 
Ethel Forkell, the former town supervisor, 
she told him the building was actually 
constructed by all volunteers.

“It’s a big piece of history,” Othmer 
said. “And it’s a well-built, well preserved 
building.”

Kent Town Board to Discuss Selling Former Rec. Building

dAvid PROPPeR PHOTO
The old recreation building in Kent might get appraised to see if  it’s worth selling.
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manipulate the results of an election,” 
DeStefano said.

DeStefano’s attorney Daniel Bibb argued 
in court that Bonanno represented five 
other targets in the petition investigation, 
all whom later signed witness immunity 
agreements with the Putnam County 
District Attorney’s Office, under the 
direction of former DA Adam Levy. 

DeStefano said the three judges that 
heard the case during oral arguments 
were sitting there and shaking their heads 
in disbelief at what Bibb presented to 

them. 
“We came out of there extremely, 

extremely confident,” DeStefano said. 
The three-judge panel wrote that 

DeStefano was charged, arraigned, and 
pleaded guilty on the same day, “without 
the court defendant having been apprised 
of the defendant’s attorney’s actual or 
potential conflict of interest.” The judges 
went on to write the “undisputed facts” 
prove a conflict of interest existed with 
DeStefano’s former attorney.

Bibb, in an interview, said he’s never 
seen a case where one defense attorney 

represented six different people that 
were entangled in the same criminal 
investigation. Bibb slammed not just 
Bonanno, but also the DA’s office under 
Levy, which Bibb alleged “fostered” the 
conflict of interest issue. 

When DeStefano approached Bibb 
about taking his case on, Bibb said he was 
skeptical what DeStefano was claiming. 
The two men know each other from when 
DeStefano was in the NYPD and Bibb was 
a Manhattan assistant district attorney. 

“On all levels this was a horror show,” 
Bibb said in an interview. “I’ve never seen 

anything like it.”
Bonanno didn’t return a phone call 

seeking comment. In a past article, 
Bonanno told The Putnam Examiner, “I 
represented (DeStefano) zealously as a 
criminal defense attorney.” 

A previous plea deal originally 
prevented DeStefano from running for 
office for five years, though that part of 
the agreement was later struck down by 
the late Patterson justice John King. 

DeStefano stressed how thankful he 
was for Bibb’s representation, saying if 
Bibb was his original attorney on the case, 
he would be sheriff right now.

DeStefano, who is completing a PhD in 
“Advanced Crime Analysis,” mentioned 
the overwhelming support he received 
the past eight years and noted between 
50 and 60 people have called him to offer 
congratulations on the legal win. When 
asked if he would consider running for 
office again, DeStefano said, “I’m just 
excited and my options are totally open.” 

Former Sheriff Candidate Vindicated After Long Wait
continued from page 1

Pat Bonanno, the former attorney of  Andrew 
deStefano.

Current attorney for Andrew deStefano, daniel 
Bibb.
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By David Propper
Once again, the Patterson town board 

and Patterson Volunteer Fire Department 
were at odds last week as tensions continue 
to simmer between the two sides. 

During Wednesday’s town board 
meeting, town board members and fire 
department officials knocked heads over 
the 2017 fire contract for the Patterson 
department, the new emergency medical 
service administrator, and overall 
transparency that both sides claim is 
lacking from the other.

The night started when a public hearing 
was held regarding the fire contracts for 
the Patterson and Putnam Lake fire 
departments. The proposed contract 
would give the Patterson fire department 
$791,202 for 2017, which is $24,000 less 
than a year ago. 

Patterson fire department president 
Eleanor Smith said there’s been poor 
communication between the town and 
department over discrepancies and 
incorrect information in the contract. 
She said the contract would not be signed 
until those issues were settled. 

Supervisor Rich Williams said the 
contract was basically the same as last 
year except the department is now the 
secondary ambulance service after the 
town board decided to move to a town 
controlled EMS program late last year. 

Williams added if the town and fire 

department aren’t having a dialogue, 
the two sides couldn’t hash out any 
inconsistencies.

But Smith also complained about a lack 
of communication between the town and 
department. 

“We’re confused how we’re moving 
forward and what you’re asking of us,” 
Smith said. 

Later in the meeting, Patterson fire 
department member Monica DeFeo 
alleged the position of EMS administrator 
filled by Patterson resident Denise 
Montana was slated for her back in 
October. DeFeo argued there were other 
candidates that had good qualifications 
and more experience than the person 
chosen for the job.

“I’m not sure why she was chosen out 
of all the applicants,” DeFeo said. “Very 
good qualified applicants that you had.”

But town board members stood by 
their administrator choice. 

Councilman Kevin Burns said the 
vetting of candidates was “rigorous” and 
Montana’s passion and enthusiasm was 
key.

“This was certainly not anything that 
was predetermined on my part,” Burns 
said. 

Montana originally volunteered as an 
EMT for the Patterson fire department 
and then worked professionally for 
Transcare and EMStar before starting 

hew new job within the 
town. 

Councilman Shawn 
Rogan said he went 
into the interview 
process with an open 
mind, noting the town 
received interest from 
great candidates. He 
also stressed Montana’s 
passion and dedication.

Rogan liked that 
Montana lived in 
Patterson and could get 
to an emergency within 
minutes. 

“There are sometimes 
people on paper that 
don’t have the same 
attributes that other 
people do,” Rogan said. “I was very 
impressed with Denise, felt like there was 
nothing she wouldn’t do within her core 
being to make this job work and that’s 
pretty rare.”

Williams said while he had respect 
for DeFeo, it’s “always been very clear 
that you’ve had an issue with Denise 
Montana.” DeFeo rebutted that and said 
she was only interested in who would do 
the best job for the town. 

“You wanted transparency but there’s 
not transparency,” DeFeo said. “There’s 
only control.”

Burns called DeFeo’s plea for 
transparency “hypocrisy” because the 
fire department has been less than 
forthcoming, specifically how the money 
they are given each year is spent. He 
noted he’s been frustrated during his 
eight years on the board about the lack of 
information given by the department. 

“For us as far as the expenditures, it’s a 
huge expenditure and we’ve never gotten 
answers until recently when suddenly 
there seems to be a change of heart, we’re 
now getting reports,” Burns said. “Bank 
statements are being shared.”

dAvid PROPPeR PHOTO
Councilmen Kevin Burns and Charles Cook at a recent Patterson town 
board meeting.
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By Rick Pezzullo
Public officials and community leaders 

vowed last week to unite in addressing 
a myriad of economic and safety issues 
facing local municipalities and other 
entities with the impending closing of the 
Indian Point nuclear power plants.

Several hundred residents turned out at 
the Muriel Morabito Community Center 
in Cortlandt to hear frustrated area elected 
officials from all levels of government 
reiterate their disappointment with 
being left out of the loop of an agreement 
between the Entergy, the State of New 
York and Riverkeeper that will result in 
the nuclear facility shutting down in 2021, 
and leaving many budgets that have relied 
on funding from Indian Point for years 
severely shortchanged.

“I’m disappointed in the way this was all 
handled,” said Buchanan Mayor Theresa 
Knickerbocker, whose village hosts the 
plants and gets 50% of its annual taxes 
from the controversial facility. “We all 
knew there was an end date. My surprise 
is the way in which this was done. We 
have a lot to figure out.”

Also suffering a major financial blow 
from the closure is the Hendrick Hudson 
School District, which receives 30% 
($23.3 million) of its funding from Indian 
Point, a shortfall that Superintendent 
Joseph Hochreiter admitted has kept him 

up at night often in recent weeks.
“That’s a big hole. What we are 

confronting is the biggest community 
financial impact in a lifetime,” Hochreiter 
remarked. “It’s our responsibility to 
determine what type of community we 
will have after this. We’re going to have to 
make some difficult decisions. We know 
we can’t property tax our way out of this.”

Entergy, which purchased the plants 15 
years ago, invested $1.3 billion in safety 

improvements and has been seeking a 
20-year license renewal from the federal 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission since 
2007 to continue operating the facility, 
cited sustained low current and projected 
wholesale energy prices that have reduced 
revenues, as well as increased operating 
costs, as reasons for opting to close the 
plants earlier than projected.

Under the pact, Indian Point Unit 2 
will cease operations as early as April 
2020 and Unit 3 in April 2021. However, 
an emergency provision is included that 
could give Entergy an additional four 
years of service in the event of war, a 

sudden increase in electrical demand or a 
sudden shortage of electric energy.

In addition to the funding Buchanan 
and Hendrick Hudson receives from 
the plants, 64% of the Verplanck Fire 
Department’s budget and 28% of the 
Hendrick Hudson Library’s budget is 
supported by Indian Point. The Town of 
Cortlandt receives $1 million annually, 
which represents 2% of its budget, and 
Westchester County receives $5.1 million.

“We’re all in this together to meet the 
challenges that face us in the months and 
years to come,” said Cortlandt Supervisor 
Linda Puglisi, who has called on Governor 
Andrew Cuomo to establish a Blue 
Ribbon Commission to study the possible 
reuse of the 240 acres where Indian Point 
sits on the edge of the Hudson River. 
“We’ll get through this. There is a lot of 
work ahead of us.”

State Senator Terrence Murphy (R/
Yorktown) stressed communication with 
Cuomo and other state leaders was crucial 
in planning for the future.

“Unfortunately we’ve had a lack of 
communication between the governor’s 
office and us,” Murphy said. “Important 
questions we asked and they had no 
answers. I think it’s up to us to figure out 
Plan B. Don’t leave it up to Albany. We 
know the community better than anyone 
else. We need to drive the train on this.”

Visit 
TheExaminerNews.com 

and click on Puzzles 
at the top of the homepage 
to play today's crossword!
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You Warm! 

ALL FUEL CO.
The Shelley Family
Home Heating Fuel
1606 Rte 22, Brewster
• Burner Sales, Service 
  & Installation
• Tank Removal & Installation
• Propane Available for 
  Cooking   & Heating

845-278-7312

‘What we are 
confronting is the 

biggest community 
financial impact 

in a lifetime.’ 
- Hen Hud 

Superintendent 
Joseph Hochreiter
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himself to police last week and is 
currently incarcerated in Putnam County 
Correctional Facility. 

“Right now, although we have an 
agreement and I’m legally sure it’s going to 
go through, I don’t have the actual signed 
paperwork yet and he has yet taken a plea, 
but I do expect that to occur within the 
next few weeks,” Tendy said.

O’Keefe, 58, was accused of driving 
drunk along Route 6 heading north when 
his vehicle struck a Jeep Patriot, operated 
by Anna Estrada of Carmel, who exited 
a parking lot to make a left-hand turn 
onto Route 6 south and failed to yield the 
right-of-away to O’Keefe, according to 
New York State Police, which conducted 
the investigation. The incident took place 
in November 2015. 

O’Keefe’s vehicle hit the Jeep on the 
driver’s side, causing it to overturn. 
Frances Gherlarducci of Mahopac was 
pronounced dead at the scene. The driver 
and other passengers in the car were 
injured. Gherlarducci was a teaching 
assistant in the Somers School District. 

Tendy said because the plea isn’t 
approved and signed off on, he couldn’t 
disclose the terms of the agreement, 
but did note the family of the deceased 
approved of the deal. All paperwork 
should be finalized once the two sides 
return to court, which is not scheduled 
yet, Tendy said.

O’Keefe is the brother of Carmel 
Councilwoman Suzi McDonough and 
former brother-in-law of Supervisor 
Kenny Schmitt. Besides serving as a 
Carmel police officer and councilman, 
O’Keefe is a former Mahopac Board of 
Education member. 

As for why O’Keefe is currently back 
in jail after being out on bail, Tendy said 
it was part of the agreement between the 
two sides. 

By David Propper
More than year ago, he was accused 

of shooting a nail gun near a coworker’s 
head on Tilly Foster Farm, but today 
Santino Pietrosanti is a vindicated man. 

Pietrosanti, a Mahopac resident and 
former Putnam County highway worker, 
was accused of firing a nail gun in Feb. 
2016 during a dispute with a fellow worker. 
It was a widely talked about allegation 
and reported in numerous media outlets. 
But the misdemeanor charges attached 

to his name were thrown out (with less 
publicity) as Pietrosanti looks to move on.

His attorney, Heather Abissi of the 
Goshen-based Sussman & Associates law 
firm, said the two charges — menacing 
in the second degree and reckless 
endangerment in the second degree — 
were adjourned, dismissed and the entire 
case in now sealed. The case was officially 
dismissed and sealed on October 5.

Abissi said Pietrosanti’s defense was the 
incident in question never happened.

“No one was ever in any danger,” Abissi 
said. “Nothing was ever fired at anyone or 

in the direction of anyone.”
Abissi said the DA’s office agreed with 

the assessment and declined to prosecute 
the case. Putnam County District 
Attorney Bob Tendy confirmed the 
case was adjourned in contemplation of 
dismissal after a thorough investigation 
was completed and with the consent of 
the complaining witness. 

Abissi said there were also numerous 
errors in the press release originally sent 
out by the sheriff ’s office. From trivial 
issues like his name misspelled multiple 
times to more important ones like a claim 

that a temporary order of protection 
against Pietrosanti was issued. The 
sheriff ’s office in an email said it found no 
record indicating an order of protection. 

“When it was further investigated, the 
case had no merit,” she said. 

Abissi said Pietrosanti wants to put 
this “horrible, upsetting, distasteful and 
embarrassing” event behind him and his 
family that have lived in the community 
for a long time. 

“He just wanted the truth to come out,” 
Abissi said. 

Mahopac Man Entangled in Nail Gun Incident Cleared

Retired 
Carmel Cop 
Reaches Plea 
Bargain in 
Fatal Crash 
continued from page 1

If you’re considering weight loss 
surgery, attend a seminar to 
learn what’s involved.

TTY/Accessibility: 800.421.1220

Join us for an educational seminar, where you 
can learn more about the bariatric surgery 
program, including advanced surgical 
techniques, nutritional counseling and 
support programs.

Call 845.230.4797 to reserve your spot.

healthquest.org/WeightLossSurgery

February 16, 2017 
4:30–5:30pm



January 31 - February 6, 2017 The Putnam Examiner8

By Martin Wilbur
A groundbreaking procedure 

performed at Maria Fareri Children’s 
Hospital last week has given a pair of baby 
girls a chance at a normal and healthy life.

A team of more than 50 medical 
professionals separated 11-month-old 
Ballenie and Bellanie Camacho, who 
were conjoined at the lower back, in an 
operation that lasted more than 21 hours 
starting on Jan. 17.

It is the first time conjoined twins were 
separated at the Valhalla children’s hospital 
and is believed to be only the second time 
in medical history that minimally invasive 
laparoscopic techniques were used to 
separate twins joined at the sacrum, an 
area near the base of the spine.

Led by pediatric surgeons Dr. Samir 
Pandya and Dr. Whitney McBride, 
the medical team required months of 
preparation and coordination among 
doctors from various specialties. 
Numerous preliminary operations were 
required before the separation could be 
attempted.

Parents Laurilin Celadilla Marte 
Camacho and Marino Abel Camacho, 
who traveled from their home in Moca, 
Dominican Republic, said they felt 
blessed to have the hospital take on such a 
risky operation to help their family.

“Our family does not know how we can 
ever repay everyone for the happiness that 

you have given us,” Laurilin Camacho 
said through an interpreter during a 
Tuesday afternoon gathering at Maria 
Fareri Children’s Hospital that included 
an appearance by the two girls. “We thank 

you from the bottom of our heart and ask 
that God bless each and every one of you.”

Barely a week after the surgery, doctors 
said the girls were recovering nicely. 
They are alert, eating well and moving all 
their extremities. While still early in the 
recovery process, Pandya and McBride 
said the medical team is optimistic that 
Ballenie and Bellanie will lead full and 
normal lives.

“At this point the girls are going really 
well,” Pandya said. “We’re very happy with 
the progress. There are a few things that 
we’re wanting to get through, and once 
we’re happy with the condition and how 
they’re progressing, we’re going on to the 
next level of care.”

It is not known how long the girls will 
remain in the hospital, but there will be 
extensive rehabilitation needed to enable 
them to learn to walk. It will also take 
more time to see how their reproductive 
organs function as well as excretion of 
their waste, Pandya said.

The Camacho family’s journey to 
Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital began 
last spring when the twins’ condition was 
brought to the hospital’s attention by a 
family friend who knew a staff member.

The hospital is a member of the 
Westchester Medical Center Health 
Network, a leader in telemedicine to help 
its patients connect with off-site doctors 
throughout the Hudson Valley.

They used that capability to 
communicate with the family and medical 
professionals in the Dominican Republic 
to evaluate whether the twins would be 
candidates for the procedure, said Dr. 
Michael Gewitz, the physician-in-chief at 
Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital.

“Once we felt there was a viable and 

reasonable chance of success we brought 
them here for further evaluations,” Gewitz 
said.

Preliminary operations included 
the girls undergoing tissue extender 
procedures to expand the skin surface so 
plastic surgeons would be able to close 
each baby’s wound after separation.

Four teams consisting of general 
surgeons, plastic and reconstructive 
surgeons, pediatric orthopedic surgeons, 
pediatric neurosurgeons, urologists, 
pediatric nursing teams and pediatric 
anesthesiologists needed to be assembled 
for the marathon surgery.

The operation began shortly after 6 a.m. 
on Jan. 17 and separation was completed 
by about 10:30 p.m. The children had 
gastrointestinal connections and McBride 
and Pandya collaborated with Dr. 
Paul Zelkovic, a pediatric urologist, to 
separate the bladders and reproductive 
areas. Pediatric orthopedist Dr. Damon 
Delbello separated the girls near the base 
of the spine.

Post-separation work continued until 
about 4 a.m. on Jan. 18.

Despite the complicated nature of the 
procedure, particularly separating an 
artery branch and the spine, McBride said 
everything proceeded rather smoothly. A 
chief concern was the possibility that one 
or both children could be paralyzed.

“This was a relatively high-risk portion 
of the procedure as well as the spinal cord 
portion of the separation that required 
careful planning, and we were able to 
successfully divide a major blood vessel 
without any blood loss and both twins 
remained intact,” McBride said.

Pandya credited the use of highly 
advanced 3-D reconstruction and 3-D 
imaging in their surgical planning, which 
gave surgeons a clear picture of how the 
babies were conjoined in advance of the 
main operation.

McBride said that once the girls, who 
will celebrate their first birthday on Feb. 
4, are healthy enough to go home, the 
medical team will be able to monitor them 
through the telemedicine technology. 
Since the Camacho family has relatives 
living in Queens, they will be able to 
return to New York for future evaluations 
if needed.

The day before the operation Pandya 
recalled a conversation with the twins’ 
father that he was able to use as inspiration 
for himself and the rest of the team.

“You lose every battle that you don’t 
participate,” Pandya recalled Marino 
Camacho telling him. “Tomorrow you go 
to battle for our daughters. We pray for 
you and we go to battle with you.”

“That stuck with me,” Pandya said. “I 
shared that with all the team members 
and for me it gave me a lot of courage. I 
think for all of us it gave a lot of courage.”

Twins who are born conjoined occurs 
about once in every 200,000 births, 
according to the hospital.

Maria Fareri Doctors Successfully Separate Conjoined Twins

MARTiN WiLBuR PHOTO
Marino Abel Camacho and his wife, Laurilin, with their twin daughters, Ballenie, left, and Bellanie last 
week at Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital. They were joined by part of  the medical team that successfully 
separated the conjoined twins during a 21-hour operation on Jan. 17-18.

WESTCHESTER COUNTY CENTER
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DAILY SHOWTIMES: 10:00am • 2:00pm • 6:00pm
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AMERICA’S 
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FAMILYTRADITION!

OUTLETS
800-745-3000

TICKETMASTER.COM

OR AT ALL
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Jaipore Royal Indian Cuisine 
Brewster

Business 

of the Week
By Neal Rentz

Brewster resident Roshan Balan had 
worked for several years in various 
capacities in the restaurant business 
before deciding to own his own eatery.

Balan became the owner and manager 
of Jaipore Royal Indian Cuisine in 
Brewster two years ago.

The name of the restaurant, which was 
in place when he became the owner of 
the establishment, is based on the similar 
name of a district in northwestern India, 
Balan noted last week.

Balan, who does some of the cooking, 
provides a wide range of Indian dishes. 
The restaurant originally opened in 1993. 
The establishment was created by a group 
of investors, who were eventually bought 
out by Balan’s boss since 2001, Shiva 
Natarajan, who owned 18 restaurants in 
the area at one time. “He started giving 
away the restaurants to his managers” 
after he became tired of the industry, 
Balan recalled. 

Natarajan owns the property and Balan 
leases the building.

Balan said his restaurant serves many 
traditional Indian dishes, nearly all from 
recipes from the northern part of the 
nation.  “The northern dishes are more 
rich and creamy” compared to southern 
Indian fare, he said. “(Customers) don’t 

want to venture out and try something 
different.” 

Some of the many dishes served at 
Jaipore Royal include Chicken Tikka 
Masala, which is skewered chicken with 
a creamy tomato sauce; Malwani Chicken 
Hara Masala, that features a coconut 
sauce; and Shrimp Takda Masala, which 
Balan said is a blend of northern and 
southern Indian cooking, including a 
variety of spices. 

There are spicy and non-spicy dishes 
are offered at Jaipore Royal, Balan said.

Brunch and dinner buffets are offered 
on Sundays and the restaurant has a 
popular take out service, Balan said. 

The Route 22 building that houses the 
restaurant has a long and storied history. 

The mansion was originally built in 
1856 and was a private residence for 
decades.  One of the residents was Henry 
Ward Beecher, brother of Harriet Beecher 
Stowe of “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” fame.

In the silent film era of the early 20th 
century the building was occupied by the 
Charlie Chaplin Studios and was used 
as a movie backdrop by the legendary 
comedian and director. The great director 
D.W. Griffith is reputed to have used the 
building in his movies and the cast of his 
movie “America” was housed there while 
the movie was being made. In the 1920’s it 

was used as a speakeasy.
Balan said he enjoys the restaurant 

business. “I’ve made a lot of friends here,” 
he said. 

Balan said he is seeking to open a second 
restaurant, possibly in Connecticut. 

 Jaipore Royal Indian Cuisine is located 
at 280 Route 22 in Brewster. For more 
information call 845-277-3549, send an 
e-mail to contact@jaiporeny.com or visit 
http://www.jaiporenyc.com.

NeAL ReNTZ PHOTO
The building that houses Jaipore Royal indian Cuisine in Brewster was constructed in the 1856 as a 
private residence and had been used by legendary filmmakers Charlie Chaplin and d.W. Griffith. 

Brewster resident Roshan Balan has owned and managed Jaipore Royal indian Cuisine in the village for 
the past two years.
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Caitlin Giamundo- Cardona
Caitlin M. Giamundo- Cardona, died 

on January 21, at Westchester Medical 
Center. She was 28-years-old. Caitlin was 
born on April 5, 1988 in Willow Grove, 
PA. She was the daughter of Paul and 
Ronnie (Paduano) Giamundo of Brewster. 
She was a 2006 graduate of North Salem 
High School. There she enjoyed softball 
and basketball. Caitlin was a home health 
care aide and worked at Visiting Nurses 
before her illness. She loved working with 
senior citizens. She had a kind heart and 
loving heart and great sense of humor. On 
March 6, 2011 she married Manuel (Billy) 
Cardona in Port Chester. She leaves behind 
her two children, Sofia (6 years old) and 
Bryan (3 years old). Also survived by her 
sister Meaghan, Uncle Steve Giamundo, 
Aunt Bernice Giamundo, Cousins Lauren 
and Steven Jr. and dear friend Ginny 
Bisconti.

Antonette J.Barni
Antonette J. (Toni) Barni, a Mahopac, 

resident since 1965, died on January 22, 
at the age of 73 after a six-year battle with 
breast cancer. Through it all she sustained 
her vibrant spirit, sense of humor, 
courage, and readiness to show love to 
her family and friends right to the end. 
She was a passionate and compassionate 
person, strong and caring, determined 
to understand the world as deeply as she 
could and to make it a better place for 
all those who came within her orbit, and 
loved and admired by her family, friends, 
colleagues, students and neighbors. For 
all those who were close to her, it will 
be hard to imagine the world without 
her. Toni was born in Pittsburgh, PA on 
July 31, 1943, the daughter of Nillie and 
Elizabeth Petrini DeAngellis. Proud to 
be the first person in her family to attend 
college, she earned a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Psychology while raising her two boys. 
She continued her studies, earning a 
Master’s Degree in Special Education en 
route to a challenging and fulfilling 23-
year career as a special education teacher 
at Carmel High School. Not only was Toni 
a strong advocate for teacher’s rights, she 
was deeply involved in the community, 
serving on the Putnam County Board of 
Mental Health, the Putnam County ARC, 
the Putnam Hospital Foundation, the 
statewide Special Education Committee, 
the Business Development Board of the 
Mahopac National Bank and as a member 
of the Lake Mahopac Rotary Club.   On 
August 11, 1962 she married Joseph 
Barni in Pittsburgh. She is survived by 
her son Neil and his wife Meghan of 
Chapel Hill, NC, her brother Joseph 
DeAngellis of Harrison City, PA, her 
sisters Angela DeAngellis and Charlotte 
DeSalvo, both of Mahopac, and Betty 
DeAngellis of Greensburg, PA, as well as 
granddaughters Olivia, Tessa, and Abigail, 
many nieces and nephews and countless 
devoted friends. She was predeceased by 

her beloved husband Joseph in 1994, her 
son Dino in 1985, and her beloved brother 
Charles “Chuck” DeAngellis in 2013.

Thelma M. Cipollari
Thelma M. Cipollari, 90, of Pawling, 

formerly of Carmel, died on January 23, at 
Putnam Hospital Center.  Mrs. Cipollari 
was born on July 12, 1926 to Nicholas 
and Marion (Frezzolini) Muscariello. On 
May 30, 1948, Thelma married Edward E. 
Cipollari in the Bronx and together they 
were blessed with four children; Linda 
Ann, Ramona, Bridget and Thel.  Mrs. 
Cipollari was a homemaker and dedicated 
her entire life to her family. Thelma 
was a devoted wife, a loving mother, 
grandmother and mother-in-law, a 
dear sister, aunt, cousin and friend to 
many.  She is survived by her three loving 
children; Linda Ann Costello, Bridget A. 
(James) Maron, Thel C. (Paul) Jamison-
Mirunski, her son-in-law Chester 
Olszewski, her brother Tullio Muscariello 
and five cherished grandchildren; 
Christina-Lynn Costello, Michelle Lee 
Bolger, Joseph Olszewski, Benjamin 
Maron (Anna Macknica) and Janette 
Maron, all of whom were adored and were 
her world and each child held a special 
place in her heart. She is predeceased by 
her beloved husband Edward, her loving 
daughter, Ramona Olszewski and son-in-
law Ronald Costello. She will be dearly 
missed by all who had known and loved 
her, yet, her legacy of love and devotion to 
family and friends will continue to grow 
in our hearts.

Jennie Bauco
Jennie Bauco, 86, of Hollywood, FL, 

formerly of Brewster, died on January 23. 
Mrs. Bauco was born on November 28, 
1930 to Carlo and Maria (Guglielmi) Pullo 
in Ripi, Frosinone, Italy. On March 7, 1950 
she married Lino Bauco and together they 
were blessed with three children; Frank, 
Ann Marie and Theresa.  Mrs. Bauco was 
a homemaker and dedicated her entire life 
to her family.   She is survived by her three 
loving children; Frank Bauco (Antoinette), 
Ann Marie Testone (David) and Theresa 
Padovano (Joseph), her brother Gino 
Pullo (Ann D’Auria), her seven cherished 
grandchildren; Davia Katsetos (Pete), 
Michael Bauco, Jeanette Larca (Eric), 
Allison Carbone (John), Amanda 
Padovano, Maria Padovano and Nicholas 
Padovano and three great-granchildren; 
Kate, Ava and Lily, all of whom she adored 
and each child held a special place in her 
heart. She is predeceased by her husband, 
Lino who had passed on April 10, 2003. 
Jennie will be dearly missed by all of those 
who had known and loved her, yet her 
legacy of love and devotion to family and 
friends will continue to grow in our hearts.

Daniel S. Ryan
Daniel S. Ryan, a long time resident 

of Mahopac, died on Tuesday January 

24 with his loving family by his side, at 
the age of 80. He was born in Mt. Kisco, 
the son of Patrick and Lillian McCurdy 
Ryan. Daniel served in the US Air 
Force, attended undergraduate school 
at Syracuse University and attended 
graduate school at Rutgers University. He 
was the President and CEO of Putnam 
County Savings Bank for 35 years, retiring 
in December of 2011. Daniel was very 
active in many community organizations 
including serving twice as the Board 
President of Putnam Hospital Center as 
well as President of the Foundation Board 
of the hospital; he was the charter president 
of the Mahopac Lions Club; he was active 
in the American Cancer Society and the 
American Heart Fund to name a few. On 
August 18, 1962 he married Lynda Vogel at 
the Church of the Assumption in Peekskill, 
NY. In addition to Lynda, he is survived 
by his sons, Michael and his wife Laura 
of Orangeburg, NY and Timothy and his 
wife Christa of Somers, NY, his daughter 
Kelly MacDougall and her husband 
John of Mahopac, his sister Patricia Ann 
Jones and her husband William of Cary, 
NC and his grandchildren, Madison, 
Emma, Samantha, Logan, Mackenzie, 
Kailie, Teagan and Kieran. Daniel will be 
remembered for his great devotion to his 
family, his community and his country.

Robert E. Detlefsen
Robert E. Detlefsen of Putnam Valley, 

died on Thursday January 26, at the 
age of 75. He was born in the Bronx on 
February 27, 1941, the son of Ralph and 
Lorraine Paquet Detlefsen. Robert earned 
his bachelor’s degree in chemistry from 
Hunter College and served in the Army 
National Guard. He was a retired chemist 
with Ciba-Geigy in Ardsley. Robert was a 
train enthusiast and was a volunteer at the 
Danbury, CT Railroad Museum. On April 
2, 1967 he married Ann Holze at Christ 
the King Church in Yonkers. In addition 
to Ann, he is survived by his children, 
Valerie Stole of Carmel, NY, Christopher 
Detlefsen and his wife Roxanne of Milton, 
NY, Brian Detlefsen and his wife Christina 
of Mahopac, Jessica Trzaska and her 
husband Joseph of West Haven, CT and 
Brendan Detlefsen and his wife Mary of 
Poughkeepsie as well as his grandchildren, 
Hadley, Taryn and Declan. Visiting will be 
held on Friday February 3, from 3 p.m.-
6 p.m. at Joseph J. Smith Funeral Home. 
Cremation was held privately.

Michael J. Smith
Michael J. Smith of Carmel, died on 

January 26, at the age of 61. He was born 
on March 20, 1955 in the Bronx to John 
and Anna (Powers) Smith.  He married 
the love of his life Doreen Moynihan on 
November 19, 1983 in the Bronx. They 
had two children together Jaclyn and 
Michael. Michael worked for over 30 
years with Con Edison in Rye, NY. He 
was an avid sports fan especially for the 

NY Mets and NY Rangers. When his son 
was younger he cherished the times they 
were able to play ball together. Michael 
always was the life of the party and 
was able to make everyone laugh. He is 
survived by his loving wife Doreen; their 
two children Jaclyn and Michael, his sister 
Patricia (Kevin) Troy. He is also survived 
by his brother-in-law’s Kevin and Patrick 
Moynihan; sister-in-law Lilly Moynihan 
and Doreen’s parents Patrick and Doris 
Moynihan.

Katherine Skeith
Katherine Patricia (Pat) Skeith Goggin 

of Sanford FL, formally of Mahopac died 
on January 26. She was 81. Pat was born 
in the Bronx on August 29th 1935 to 
Thomas and Katherine Goggin Fitzgerald. 
Katherine met her husband, John Skeith 
in 1955, and they married on April 27th 
1957 together they had four children.  Pat 
is preceded by her husband of 54 years 
John, oldest son John Michael, second 
son Jimmy, and her brothers Michael 
Goggin, Thomas Goggin, and Edward 
Goggin. She is survived by her sons, 
Brian Skeith of Sanford, FL and Thomas 
Skeith of Grand Junction, CO and 3 
grandchildren; Patrick Skeith, Rowen 
Skeith and Mercedes Tristen of Salmon ID 
and 3 great grandchildren; Aubrey Skeith, 
Stetson Skeith and Karma Tristen.  The 
funeral service will be held on Wednesday 
February 1 at 10 a.m. at Church of St Johns 
the Evangelist in Mahopac. Visiting hours 
will be Tuesday January 31st 2 p.m.-4 p.m. 
and 7pm-9 p.m. at Cargain Funeral Home 
in Mahopac.  In lieu of flowers memorial 
donations may be given to Alzheimer’s 
Association, adrccares.org.

Giulia Amato
Giulia Amato of Mahopac, and 

formerly of the Bronx, died on January 26, 
at the age of 81. She was born in Gaeta, 
Italy on May 23, 1935,the daughter of 
Gaetano and Francesca (Quagliozzi) 
Salemme. On April 30, 1955 she married 
Alfonso Amato. After the birth of their 
three children, they immigrated to the US 
and she worked as a seamstress for many 
years. Giulia loved to cook, garden and 
collect trinkets. She loved to be around 
her family and friends. She was a devoted 
wife, mother, sister and grandmother. 
Recently she became involved in the 
senior center in her community. She made 
many friends and looked forward to going 
there every week. She adored the new 
friends she made there and they loved her 
as well. They showered her with gifts and 
wonderful memories. She was a special 
soul and always put a smile on our faces 
with her funny stories and her witty sense 
of humor. She will truly be missed and 
forever be in our hearts. Giulia is survived 
by her son Joe Amato, daughter Ornella 
Porco, daughter Franca Dusovic and her 
husband Victor, sister Maria Moetta, 

Obituaries

continued on next page



January 31 - February 6, 2017www.TheExaminerNews.com 11

brothers Antonio and Giuseppe Salemme, 
and her grandchildren Joey, Jennifer, 
Luca, Christopher, and Gianfranco. She 
was predeceased by her husband Alfonso 
in December of 2015.

Eleanor Jessup
Eleanor Jessup of Mahopac, died 

peacefully at home on Friday January 
27, at the age of 95. She was born in 
Belfast, Ireland on September 29, 1921, 
the daughter of Samuel and Sarah Jane 
Kernohan Stevenson. Eleanor came to the 
United States as a child in 1927, settling 
with her family in Brooklyn. She married 
Henry Samuel Jessup and they moved to 
Mahopac where she has lived for the past 
68 years. Eleanor was a legal secretary with 
the Legal Aid Society of Putnam County 
and ran the office since its inception until 
her retirement. She enjoyed reading poetry 
and playing cards. In her younger years, 
she was an avid bowler. She is survived 
by her daughters, Patricia Colontonio and 
Deborah McDonough and her husband 
John of Mahopac, her son David and his 
wife, Katy of Santa Clara, CA, her sister, 
Mary Jane Lewis of Port Jefferson, 9 
grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren. 
Her husband Henry, her brother David 
Stevenson and her sister Mabel Sebring all 
died earlier.

Margaret J. Coughlin
Margaret J. Coughlin, of Carmel, 

formerly of Brewster, died peacefully at 
Putnam Hospital Center in Carmel on 
Saturday, January 28. She was 87 years old. 
Mrs. Coughlin was born June 18, 1929 
in Ossining, daughter to the late Robert 
and Lillian May (Cuatt) Warne. Margaret 
married John J. Coughlin on July 24, 
1949 in Yorktown. Mr. Coughlin died on 
March 3, 1987. Mrs. Coughlin had worked 
at Guerlain Perfume in Purdys, followed 
by Guideposts, Inc. in Carmel, before 
working for Putnam Precision Products, 
Inc. in Brewster. She was a former member 
of the Brewster Volunteer Fire Department 
Ladies Auxiliary and volunteer with the 
Putnam Hospital Center Auxiliary. She 
was also a secretary for J.J. Coughlin and 
Son, husband’s business for many years. 
Margaret enjoyed bingo and cooking. 
She was also an avid NY Yankees fan. 
Margaret is survived by her son James A. 
‘Tony’ Coughlin of Lehighton, PA. 

A private cremation will be take place 
with the assistance of the Beecher Funeral 
Home, 1 Putnam Avenue, Brewster, NY. 
www.beecherfuneralhome.com 

In lieu of flowers, contributions in 
Margaret’s memory have been requested to 
the Brewster Volunteer Fire Department, 
501 N. Main Street, Brewster, NY 10509 or 
should you desire, to Margaret’s family in 
care of Beecher Funeral Home.

Obituaries (continued)

Across

1. “Be quiet!”
4. Like poker faces
9. Try to gain the support of someone
10. Echo
12. Any doctrine
13. Some oil barons
14. Mahopac spirit shop, _____ Cellars
16. Draped Hindu dresses
17. Backstabber
20. Rifle or revolver
21. Downed a sub, say
22. ...and in the ___...
23. Lincolndale tavern, _____ Pub
26. Go-between
28. Sweeping
31. Active struggle
32. Olive stuffer
33. First thing an Indiana cheerleader 
calls for
34. Sharp-snouted fish
35. Assent

Down

1. Reuben layer
2. “Die Hard” extra
3. Big hit
4. Observed
5. ABC and CBS, for example

6. Tree
7. Utmost degree
8. “Indeed”
10. Buried treasure site, often
11. Referring to one nearby
15. Someone who gives
18. Eroded
19. Rock formation, to geologists
23. Delta deposit
24. Where to get a Nobel Prize
25. Its flag has two green stars
27. Lots
28. Special __ (military missions)
29. Airline ticket word, sometimes
30. Walking only bird

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 17
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Contributed by Lori Kemp
In 1913, the day before the 

inauguration of Woodrow 
Wilson, Wilson was forced to 
quietly slip into town using 
back alleys to get to his hotel.  
He was avoiding the thousands 
of women who had descended 
upon Washington to march in the 
Woman Suffrage Procession, the 
first of its kind in Washington, 
DC. The march was pivotal in the 
movement to garner a woman’s 
right to vote, and sadly carried, 
similar to today, concerns of 
racism, and mistreatment of 
marchers by the crowds and 
police. The Suffrage Parade and 
subsequent inauguration were 
big news then, but if you lived in 
Brewster and had not purchased 
the $10.35 New York Central 
round-trip excursion fare to 
Washington for the inauguration 
ceremonies, it would be 10 days 
before you could see the inauguration day 
festivities unfold before you. 

Frank A. Holmes was the man who ran 
the moving picture shows at the Brewster 
Town Hall in 1913,  (and Dykeman’s Hall 
in Carmel), and he had secured the use 
of the inauguration reels only 2 days after 
their release for 15 dollars.  According to 
the Brewster Standard, the “pictures were 
fully up to expectations and every phase 
of the days event were shown clearly on 
the canvas.”

Holmes also owned several housing 
lots in the Village, which he leased, but he 
was perhaps best known for his General 
Store located on East Main Street, which 
he partnered with his brother.  The store 
was described as “quaint,” and there he 
seemed to have a knack for salesmanship.  
He was the sole proprietor in the area 
for Borden’s milk products, Butterick 
sewing patterns, and was a vanguard at 
promoting the trendy entertainments 
of bicycles, roller skates, and novelties 
such as stereopticons, motion picture 
machines and postal cards.  

Thankfully, Holmes, in selling post 
cards, was also responsible for making 
many of the post card series showing 
the historic vistas of Brewster - this card 
included.  In 1906 he earned the nickname 
‘The Postcard Man’ by selling over 1,000 
Thanksgiving greeting cards.  Seeing the 
earning potential, he soon expanded his 
card line to commemorate Valentine’s 
Day, Easter, etc.

Holmes first venture into the moving 
picture business was short-lived.  He 
attempted to show films at the Town Hall 
in 1909*, but abandoned the idea stating 
that “night entertainments are unpopular 
in a village the size of Brewster.”  He 
revived his idea in 1912, and combined the 
shows with other entertainments such as 
vaudeville performers, and roller skating 
carnivals.  Given that the films were 

without sound, a piano player, organist, 
mandolin, or banjo would accompany the 
moving pictures.  Opera singers, jugglers, 
magicians, comedy sketches, and small 
orchestras would also be added features 
to the shows.  

Holmes also recruited a local retired 
circus man, Frank Townsend, who had 
a trained black bear, named “Clem,” that 
was given to him when it was a cub.  
Frank and Clem performed tricks on the 
platform created by the bifurcated stairs 
in front of Town Hall to the delight of 
some 300 children on matinee days.   The 
matinee cost 5 cents for children, 10 cents 
for adults, and all seats were 15 cents 
in the evenings, but seeing Frank and 
Clem perform was free.  Show dates were 
usually Wednesday and Saturdays.

The initial years of operation were 
tough and it was difficult to operate the 
shows during the winter and spring 
months due to impassable roads by snow 
or mud, and also to the fact that the Town 
Hall was heated with coal, and when it 
was cold there would be shortages of it. 
But Holmes plugged on, showing hit’s 
such as ‘Brewster’s Millions’  (DeMille 
- 1914) which showed, according to the 
Standard, in “five exceptionally long 
reels,” and concluded with “an interesting 
reel showing the catching, cleansing and 
packing of salt water fish.”

Broncho, Pathe News reels and 
documentaries, and Kay-Bee Civil War 
movies and the films of Charlie Chaplin, 
Mary Pickford, D.W. Griffiths, etc. 
were also popular.  The best-attended 
screenings seemed to also involve a local 
flavor.  On a Tuesday night in January, Mr. 
Holmes had two motor trucks, bring close 
to 100 people from Crafts and Carmel 
to see “The Time of Peril,” (1913) a film 
showing T.W. Carroll’s Putnam division 
train and the big trestle at Crafts.  It also 
featured Howard Craft, an old resident 
of that hamlet.  Total attendance for 

that night reached 660 patrons with 
overcrowded and dangerous conditions.

After this Holmes started having two 
showings at 6:30 p.m. and 8:15 p.m., 
which were monitored by the local fire 
chief to ensure that no tickets were sold 
after seating was filled.  

Griffith’s “Birth of a Nation” (1915) also 
had a good attendance (the battlefield 
portions of the film were shot in Somers 
at the Crane and Flood farms), and the 
short films of local events such as the 
Putnam County Fair, (aka the Carmel 
Fair), as well as the above-mentioned 
performance by Frank Townsend and his 
trick bear, Clem were always a hit.   

Holmes, and other cameramen were 
also on hand to film local events such 
as the auction of Brewster Livery and 
Transportation fleet of wagons and 
sleighs. Local flooding, carnivals and 
fairs, parades and baseball games, and 
fires in those early years of movie making, 
and if you should have any old movie reels 
in your attic or basement, please consider 
donating them to your local historical 
society, or some other preservation 
organization.

During World War I, the 
Town Hall became the “Brewster 
Theatre” with Robert A. Jennings 
, who would later gain acclaim as 
a cameraman for Fox News and 
Universal Pictures; and William 
H. O’Neill, both managing 
different events that sometimes 
played war propaganda films, and 
cartoon comedies.  But attendance 
was down considerably during 
that time, possibly because prices 
for children had risen to 10 cents 
with a 2 cents war tax.  Adult seats 
cost 20 cents with the war tax 
included.   

Post war, America was 
changing and chaotic.  How 
better to relieve ones mind of the 
strife than to imbibe in a little 
cinema?  By 1923, there were 
several venues in the Village 
to watch moving pictures.  The 
Cameo and the Strand were born 
and both offered different film 

options in any given week.  F.A. Holmes 
retired and moved to Florida.  Time 
passes, and now, a little over 100 years 
later we find that the more things change, 
the more they stay the same.  Women 
marched on Washington to a backdrop of 
world unrest, racism, economic and labor 
issues.  The inauguration and march were 
live-streamed and televised, and viewed 
instantly on your phone, or in your home.  
However, should you wish to see a movie 
instead, that option is currently no longer 
available in the Village of Brewster - the 
Cameo is closed.  However, the Old Town 
Hall in Brewster is currently undergoing 
renovations, perhaps when finished 
they’ll host a moving picture night?

*The Edison Projectoscope Company, 
American Cameragraph, D.W. Robinson’s 
Entertainment Company, etc. hosted 
moving pictures at the Town Hall , 
Fireman’s Hall, and various churches 
through  the years 1904 -1923 showing 
various films such as the ‘Great Train 
Robbery.’

Kemp is a Carmel resident and local 
photographer. 
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What started as a passion for 
computers and video games eventually 
led Lakeland Central School District 
student Amari Hughes to the Micro 
Computer Technology program at PNW 
BOCES’ Tech Center. There, Hughes’ 
passion for technology only grew. As a 
result of his hard work and dedication, 
the high school senior was recognized 
as a BOCES Student of Distinction at a 
Lakeland Board of Education meeting on 
January 19. 

Joined by family members, BOCES 
administrators and BOCES Board 
members, Hughes happily accepted a 
Certificate of Recognition and Medal 
of Honor presented by Tech Center 
Principal James Bellucci and BOCES 
Superintendent Dr. James Ryan.

According to Tech Center teacher 
Joseph DeCicco, Hughes was a natural 
choice for the honor of Student of 
Distinction. “Every time Amari comes to 
class he goes all out and gives it his best 
effort,” Mr. DeCicco said, adding that 
Hughes is an A student in his class. 

DeCicco noted that Hughes’ work ethic 
extends well beyond the classroom and 

that Hughes often goes above and beyond 
to help his fellow students. 

“I could tell that Amari had studied 
computer technology outside of the 
classroom when he was helping his fellow 
students with technology-based questions 
on material we hadn’t even covered in 
class yet,” Mr. DeCicco said. 

Hughes says the BOCES’ program has 
helped prepare him for a career after 
high school and he credits DeCicco for 
providing advice that will last a lifetime. 

“He explains a lot of things - things that 
can and cannot work when you’re in the 
computer science field,” said Hughes. “I’m 
always thinking about the things he has 
said and I take them into consideration. 
I’ll use that throughout my career.”

Hughes’ mother, Letitia Hughes, was 
excited to see her son accept his Student 
of Distinction award. 

“I’m extremely proud of him,” Mrs. 
Hughes said. “When Amari first told me 
about the award he was very nonchalant 
about it, but still very excited. I’m proud 
of him because he is able to naturally 
motivate and inspire the other students. 
He does his own work but he cares enough 

to want to see other students excel as well 
and I think that’s a very important trait.”

After graduating this spring, Hughes 
plans to attend Thompkins Cortland 

Community College to study computer 
science, with an eye toward working in 
the computer security field.

Lakeland Student Named Student of Distinction

Student of  distinction Amari Hughes stands with his mother, BOCeS Administrators and a BOCeS Board 
member. (From L to R) BOCeS Superintendent dr. James Ryan, Letitia Hughes, Amari Hughes, BOCeS 
Board member Tina Mackay and Tech Center Principal James Bellucci.

Putnam ARC, the leading provider of 
services for people with developmental 
disabilities in Putnam County, is proud 
to announce that the Trustees of the 
NYSARC, Inc. Trust provided the 
agency, its Putnam County Chapter, 
with a remainder fund grant of $12,500 
to support recreational opportunities for 
people with disabilities.

The NYSARC grant funded 18 distinct 
recreational events positively impacting 
the lives of 127 people that PARC supports 
throughout 2016. Some of the recreational 
events were re-occurring memberships 
and classes. Other recreational events 
funded this year included cooking classes, 
theater performances, tickets to major 
league sporting events, bowling league 
memberships, therapeutic horsemanship, 
and a trip to the self-advocacy regional 
conference. The funds from the NYSARC 
grant also gave many individuals the 
opportunities to go on trips and explore 
new and exciting areas and activities 
including Lake George, New Hampshire 
and Maine, an overnight stay at a wolf 
sanctuary, and a weekend stay on a 
working farm. The NYSARC grant also 
funded the purchase of the Boardmaker 
program to enhance communication 
for residential and day habilitation 
participants.

“The NYSARC Trust Grant has proven 
to enhance and enrich the recreational 
opportunities for people that we support 
here at PARC,” said PARC Executive 
Director Susan Limongello. “We are very 

grateful to the NYSARC Trust for helping 
us provide these additional experiences.”

These classes, trips, and new 
opportunities are in line with PARC’s 
mission to empower individuals to 
achieve their highest quality of life and 
the Council on Quality and Leadership’s 
(CQL) dedication to exploration, 
education, and new experiences. PARC 
was accredited by CQL in 2014.

In addition, remainder fund grants 
totaling $2,302,500 were awarded 
to support NYSARC guardianship 
programs statewide. A total of $2,980,000 
in remainder grants was awarded in 2016 
to support recreation and guardianship 
statewide. NYSARC Trust Services 
administers supplemental needs trustees 
that enable people with disabilities to 
remain in their home and community 
while retaining Medicaid services and 
other government benefits. Information 
is available on how NYSARC Trust 
Services may benefit you: our website 
www.nysarctrustservices.org, phone 518-
439-8323 or 1-800-735-8924 or email 
info@nysarctrustservices.org.

Dr. Gerda Maissel has been named 
chief medical officer of Health Quest 
Medical Practice.

“I am delighted to return to my 
hometown. As a graduate of Roy C. 
Ketcham High School, I have many fond 
memories of growing up in the Hudson 
Valley,” Maissel said. “I feel lucky to be 
able to accept an incredible job that is 
closer to my family and friends.”

Maissel has more than 25 years of 
experience as a physician in healthcare 
management. She most recently served 
as chief medical officer for St. Elizabeth 
Physicians, the multispecialty physician 
group of St. Elizabeth Healthcare in 
northern Kentucky and Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Maissel previously served as chief medical 
officer for both Baystate Health Northern 
Region and Baystate Franklin Medical 
Center in Springfield, Mass.

“I am excited to work for Dr. (Glenn) 
Loomis again,” Maissel said of Health 
Quest’s chief medical operations officer 
and president of Health Quest Medical 
Practice. “I look forward to joining his 
new team and being able to make a 

difference to the health of the community.” 
Maissel received her medical degree 

from the State University of New York 
Upstate Medical University in Syracuse. 
She completed her residency in physical 
medicine and rehabilitation at Thomas 
Jefferson University Hospital in 
Philadelphia.

Maissel is a certified physician 
executive and medical director. She is also 
board certified in physical medicine and 
rehabilitation.

To learn more about Health Quest 
Medical Practice, visit http://www.
healthquest.org/hqmp

Putnam ARC Receives 
Grant from NYSARC, Inc.

Health Quest Medical Practice 
Appoints Chief Medical Officer

dr. Gerda Maissel 
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During the winter months, people 
seal their windows and turn up their 
heat. As a result, carbon monoxide (CO) 
poisonings rise. Each year approximately 
500 Americans are killed, and thousands 
more are injured, due to CO poisoning. In 
fact, this odorless, colorless, and tasteless 
gas—sometimes called the “silent 
killer”— is the leading cause of poison-
related deaths in the U.S. Most problems 
occur in homes and garages as a result 
of poor ventilation near a fuel-burning 
device such as a furnace or automobile.

“CO poisoning is completely 
preventable,” says Interim Health 
Commissioner Michael Nesheiwat, MD. 
“With the proper precautions, these 
injuries like many others can be avoided. 
Everyone should have a carbon monoxide 
detector installed in their home and the 
batteries should be checked periodically. 
We advise residents to change them in the 
fall when we set back the clocks. If you 
haven’t done it yet, now is the time.” 

In addition to furnaces and automobiles, 
CO can come from broken or incorrectly 
used stoves, portable generators or space 
heaters, gas ranges, charcoal, firewood 
and other products.  After snow storms or 
other events with power outages, the use 
of generators and portable heaters goes 
up, along with the potential for danger. 
However, faulty home heating systems, 
both gas- and oil-burning furnaces, are 
more often the cause. In these cases, 
nearly half of the victims are asleep at the 
time of poisoning. 

CO detectors are an inexpensive 
solution to a potentially deadly problem. 
They are available at home and hardware 
stores everywhere and not difficult 
to install. CO detectors come with 
manufacturers’ instructions about 
placement, usage and maintenance. For 
maximum protection, installing alarms 

on each level of your home is advised, 
with at least one near the sleeping area. 
Even residents with “all electric homes,” 
often use CO-emitting devices such as 
generators, automobiles, gas dryers and 
fireplaces. CO alarms should be tested 
monthly and batteries typically should be 
changed twice a year.

The number-two prevention tip is to 
have your furnace serviced regularly by 
a professional. The Consumer Product 
Safety Commission (CPSC) recommends 
annual inspections and local gas and 
utility companies usually have similar 
recommendations. 

Other important prevention tips 
include:

1. Never use a gas range or oven for 
warmth.

2. Never start up or run a snow blower, 
or other gasoline-powered engine (snow 
blowers, mowers, weed trimmers, chain 
saws, etc.) in an enclosed space. 

3. Never use a fireplace or stove unless 
it is properly installed and vented. 

4. Never operate an unvented fuel 
burning appliance, such as a gas or 
kerosene heater, in any room where 
people are sleeping.

5. Never run generators indoors, 
including in garages, basements or 
porches. Generators should be placed at 
least 20 feet from a home. (This distance 
is usually adequate to prevent CO from 
entering a home.)

6. Never use a charcoal or barbeque 
grill inside your home or garage.

7. Never run a car or motorcycle 
inside a garage attached to a house or in 
a detached garage with the garage door 
shut. Open the door to remove CO and 
other toxic exhaust gases.

Initial symptoms of CO poisoning 
are flu-like and may include dizziness, 
shortness of breath, sleepiness, weakness, 

nausea and headache. If the early signs are 
ignored, a person could lose consciousness 
and be unable to escape danger. If you 
suspect CO is leaking in your home or 
building, go outside immediately and call 
911 from outside.
For further information, please visit:

New York State Department of 
Health:  http://www.health.ny.gov/
environmental/emergency/weather/
carbon_monoxide/

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention:  http://www.cdc.gov/co/

Five community-wide coalitions and 
91 community organizations joined the 
Putnam County Department of Health in 
compiling and issuing a joint Community 
Health Assessment and Community 
Health Improvement Plan for the years 
covering 2016 through 2018.

“It is government’s role to protect and 
improve the lives of its citizens, that’s why 
improving the health of Putnam residents 
is so important,” said County Executive 
MaryEllen Odell. “This challenge, as 
complex as it is, cannot be accomplished 
by one agency or organization. It takes 
a community effort from government 
agencies and community organizations, 
working together to achieve this goal.” 

Interim Health Commissioner Michael 
J. Nesheiwat, MD, praised the efforts 
of the community coalitions, saying, 
“Our partners have been of tremendous 
help—both in assessing the community’s 
health and helping to strategize and 
develop solutions. Our biggest concerns 
are promoting mental health, preventing 
substance abuse and reducing chronic 
diseases. Creating a safer environment 
by preventing falls and injuries among 
the elderly has also been identified as a 
priority area as well.” 

The five community coalitions leading 

the efforts with the health department 
are the Mental Health Provider Group, 
the chronic disease prevention group 
Live Healthy Putnam Coalition, the 
Suicide Prevention Task Force, Putnam 
Hospital Center’s Community Health 
Needs Committee, and the Communities 
That Care Coalition, which works to 
reduce the use of harmful substances 
by adolescents. For a list of 91 partner 
organizations and agencies, or to view 
the report, visit the health department 
website: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=2fXw3qnioishttp://www.
putnamcountyny.com/wordpress/wp-
content/uploads/2012/06/FULL_CHA-
CHIP-12-23-16-FINAL-kly.pdf

The Health Department’s mission is 
to improve and protect the health of the 
Putnam County community, composed 
of nearly 100,000 residents. Core services 
include community health assessment, 
disease surveillance and control, emergency 
preparedness, environmental health 
protection, family health promotion and 
health education. For more information, 
please visit the PCDOH website at www.
putnamcountyny.com/health or visit the 
social media sites on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/putnamhealth and Twitter 
@PutnamHealthNY.  
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Mahopac Falls Academy student 
Nicholas Franzese was honored as a 
BOCES Student of Distinction at the 
Mahopac Board of Education meeting 
on January 12, marking the first time a 
student in the program had been honored 
with this prestigious award. 

At the ceremony, Franzese was praised 
for his efforts and accomplishments by his 
teachers and BOCES administrators. He 
was presented a Certificate of Recognition 
and a Medal of Honor noting his 
outstanding leadership skills, academic 
progress and community spirit.

“Over the past few quarters, Nick has 
put forth excellent effort in the classroom, 
earning good grades and keeping up with 
all of his work,” said Richard Guaragna, 
Franzese’s teacher. “Nick thrives on social 
engagements and always put his best 

foot forward when approaching new 
situations.”

Guaragna also congratulated Franzese 
for his stellar attendance record and his 
determination to succeed in his middle 
school career. 

“Nick now has perfect attendance and 
has gained a lot of confidence in attending 
school,” said Guaragna. “He’s not afraid 
to utilize supports, is continually open 
to making gains both personally and 
academically, and is on his way to 
developing the skills needed to become a 
successful high school student.”

A collaboration between BOCES and 
Mahopac Central School District, The 
Falls Academy is a unique, academy 
based program for students in seventh 
and eighth grades.

Mahopac Student Honored as PNW BOCES Student of Distinction

Health Dept. Reminder About Carbon Monoxide Safety

Health Department Releases 
2016-2018 CHA and CHIP 

Nicholas Franzese’s Student of  distinction awards which were presented to him at a Mahopac Board of  
education meeting on January 12. 
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A call for the Mahopac Falls Fire 
department heavy rescue with air 
bottles and compressor unit to 
respond to the Mohegan Fire district 
and assist with a working structure 
fire on Buckhorn Rd. off  east Main 
Street was dispatched early afternoon 
on Jan. 22. Smoke from the structure 
could be seen for miles as Mohegan 
arrived within minutes and Mahopac 
Falls, Yorktown and Peekskill units 
got on the road. Mohegan Fire Police 
detoured traffic around the scene as 
Mohegan eMS set up to support their 
firefighters.

Mahopac Falls Fire Dept. Assists Mohegan Fire Dept.

Mohegan uses the ladder pipe to douse the fire upstairs.Mahopac Falls rescue providing fresh air bottles 
and refill on scene.

Fire crews attack rear of  building.

On Saturday, January 14, the Seven Star 
School of Performing Arts Performance 
Team kicked off their competitive season 
with their 15th annual Showcase at 
Brewster High School. One hundred and 
fifty dancers, ages 5 to 18, comprise the 
award winning performance team, which 
travels the northeast from February 
through April competing against other 
studios at various events.  Dancers 
include students from Brewster, Carmel, 
Mahopac, North Salem, Pawling, New 
Fairfield, Danbury, Brookfield and 
Somers.

More than 160 routines were 
performed including solo, duets, trios, 
and group numbers in contemporary, 
hip-hop, jazz, lyrical and tap.  The 
dancers learned the routines in August 
at a 2-week choreography camp and have 
been rehearsing over the past few months 
in order to prepare for this performance. 
The Showcase is offered as a free event 

so that friends and family can come and 
support the team before they officially 
start to compete next month.

This year, the team, which starts 
competing in New Jersey, will also travel 
to Connecticut and Massachusetts.  

“The Showcase is the most exciting 
event our performance team does all year 
because it is the first time we see all of our 
new routines on stage and in costume-
which means our season has officially 
begun. It gives all of our students the 
opportunity to work out their nerves 
and get rid of all the kinks before they 
start to compete in front of judges.  We 
also love seeing our team in its entirety 
after months of hard work in the studio,” 
Jaclyn Yarusso, Performance Team Co-
Director, said.  

For more information about Seven 
Star School of Performing Arts visit www.
SevenStarSchool.com  or call 845-278-
0728.

Local Dancers Delight Family and 
Friends in 15th Annual Showcase
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It was puzzling to us why 
my wife’s relatively new car, 
safely housed in the garage, 
wouldn’t start one morning. 
It was absolutely shocking to 
learn that the reason behind it 
was that it had been invaded by 
a family of mice who had taken 
up residence in its motor as the 
winter cold approached and 
had eaten away some wiring 
critical to its operation.

That wasn’t the only time that 
mice had interfered with our 
daily lives. Some winters later 
we experienced burst pipes in 
our crawl space because mice 
had eaten away the insulation 
around them. Some years after 
that, the entire pump and heater to our 
pool had to be replaced after mice had 
spent a winter eating their way through 
the mechanisms.

Most of us at some point experience 
problems with mice. It’s funny, but it’s 
almost embarrassing for us to admit, as 
witnessed by a work associate of mine 
who shared with me the most alarming 
(and ultimately expensive) story of her 
experience this winter with mice in her 
home. When I asked if I could share it 
with my readers, understandably she 
asked me not to use her real name.

So, let’s call her Amy, who 
lives by a lake in northern 
Westchester.

“I’ve been used to hearing 
mice under my floor when 
winter sets in, but this time 
around, I heard something 
completely different,” she 
said. “It was a loud, gnawing, 
crunching coming from under 
my kitchen sink.”

Amy said she purchased 
poison pellets from Home 
Depot, scrubbed the whole 
cabinet beneath her sink (“the 
yuckiest of kitchen jobs!”), 
found her whisk broom in 
shreds (“This is mice?”), put 
out the pellets and waited. 

“But the nighttime gnawing kept on,” 
she said. “It was like someone was rubbing 
two pieces of rusted metal together.”

Next, Amy reported that something 
went terribly wrong with her dishwasher. 
Water poured out from under her sink 
while it was in the rinse cycle. She just 
didn’t put two and two together. She 
called a plumber to fix or replace what 
she thought was the water line to the 
dishwasher. When the plumber pulled 
the dishwasher apart, there, in the water 
well at the bottom, was a hole the size of a 
baseball chewed out, with a rat’s signature 

teeth marks.
“This is war!” Amy declared. She called 

JP McHale Pest Management, the trusty 
Buchanan-based exterminator. They 
came and put down the big black boxes 
and snap traps. A week later, there were a 
few dead rats in her basement. 

“Their advice to me was to take down 
my bird feeders, which they said was 
attracting rodents which were then 
coming inside my house via the basement 
and coming up under my sink,” Amy said. 
“And in the process, they ate through my 
sheetrock and pulled out a good portion 
of insulation in the basement.”  

JP McHale installed copper mesh and 
steel wool in all entry points of her house, 
along with a foam sealant. For Amy, the 
next step, unfortunately, must be to buy a 
new dishwasher, one with a stainless steel 
bottom and inner components.

Mice are one of the more common pests 
to be found in the home, not because 
we don’t keep a clean house, but simply 
because our homes offer warmth, food 
and shelter, and they find a way in.

Entries are any holes on a home’s 
exterior such as those needed for air 
conditioning and electrical wiring leading 
to the house. Also, mice are good climbers 
and if branches of trees overhang the roof, 
they provide easy access to the attic.   

Once inside, mice can create a good 

deal of damage in a short period of time.  
Their gnawing might start innocently 
enough with soft items like clothing and 
stuffed animals as they search for nesting 
materials, but can lead to the most 
dangerous kind of damage by chewing 
on the home’s electrical wiring which can 
create a major fire hazard.

If you decide to tackle the mice 
problem yourself, I would implore you 
to use wooden snap traps, baited with 
peanut butter or Slim Jims, rather than rat 
poison. I say this because of a sad story 
related to me by a young, very sensitive 
pest control fellow I met years ago who 
said that snap traps are the most humane 
way to go for the animal.  

If you choose to use a service, I would 
refer you to JP McHale, which I have 
used for many years. JP McHale Pest 
Management can be reached at 800-479-
2284.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

The Problem With Mice (and Drats, Rats!) in the Home

I enjoy penning 
this column each 
week. For 486 
weeks over more 
than nine years, I’ve 
covered multiple 
topics focusing on 
a plethora of wine 
industry goings-on. 
I’ve never been at a 
loss to ferret out a 

kernel of information or news that I can 
nurture and expand into an expansive 
view or viewpoint for a column.

But over the last year or so, I’ve had 
an increasingly difficult time identifying 
fact from opinion, or fiction, in the 
googlesphere of journalism and colloquial 
ramblings. 

As a result, I now find myself plodding 
through every source of information 
I consider when penning a column, 
checking and double-checking, 
until I am confident the 
information is reliable and 
accurate.

Last week I reported on the 
plight of American workers 
in the aftermath of the Great 
Recession and the dawn 
of the new Industrial 
Revolution. I reported 
that workers in small 
American wineries have 
been somewhat immune 
due to their ability to 

continuously adapt and 
weather numerous storms.

An important, even 
critical, component of the 
success of the American 
wine industry, and the 
agricultural industry in 
general, that I deferred 
presenting, is the contribution of migrant 
labor.

The wine industry has perennially had 
difficulties in finding workers. In the mid-
1800s, such shortages forced farmers, 
large and small, to legally bring into 
the United States thousands of seasonal 
workers, mainly from Mexico, who 
returned to their homeland once crops 
were harvested. Over the last 50 years, 
the need for seasonal, and increasingly, 
permanent labor, has increased 
significantly. Many employers hired these 
workers, even though, increasingly, many 
illegally entered the United States. 

What to do? President Trump pledged 
to stop illegals and he has begun the 
process. But there are likely repercussions 

if he carries out his campaign 
promise. 

Whether legal or 
illegal/undocumented, 
the contributions of 
these workers are vital 

to the success of the 
wine industry, and 
by extension, the 
agriculture industry.

The statistics:
There are 11 million 

undocumented 
immigrants in the United 
States, of which 5.8 million 
(52 percent) are Mexican 
(down from 12 million in 
2009). Source: Department 

of Homeland Security.
The highest percentage, about 16 

percent, of all undocumented immigrants 
work in the agriculture industry. Source: 
U.S. Census Bureau.

Without undocumented immigrants 
in the workforce, fruit production would 
decline by 30 to 61 percent. Source: 
American Farm Bureau Federation.

One of the key issues is finding and 
recruiting replacement farm workers. 
However, there aren’t as many willing, 
callous-handed American laborers 
willing to take on farm labor. Here’s an 
example of this dilemma. In 2011, the 
North Carolina Growers Association had 
6,500 farm jobs available, all of them in 
or next to counties with unemployment 
rates greater than 10 percent. Only 268 of 
the roughly 500,000 unemployed applied. 
Fully 90 percent of them were hired, but 
only 163 showed up to work on the first 
day, and only seven workers completed 
the growing season. Source: Joint report 
of the Partnership for a New American 
Economy and the Center for Global 
Development.

Another counterargument is that 

automation can cure a good deal of the 
potential problem. However, many small 
farmers and wine producers are not able 
to afford the high cost of mechanical 
harvesters. They also eschew the reduced 
efficiency of mechanized equipment. 

One possible compromise: rather than 
deport illegal immigrants, find a way to 
keep the law-abiding men and women 
working, who provide a vital service 
to our country. Process them into the 
economy as seasonal or full-time workers 
with H-2A visas (as migrant workers), 
and then provide a lawful, and monitored, 
path to citizenship.

As we’re finding out with each passing 
day, initial comments and proclamations 
from the president are not the final word 
on matters of policy. What remains to be 
seen is the final enacted legislation that 
will rule the land. Fulfilling a campaign 
promise from the Oval Office (or Air Force 
One) is one thing; effectuating reasonable 
change through the constitutional process 
may be a more effective solution.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years 
he has conducted numerous wine tastings 
and lectures. Nick is a member of the 
Wine Media Guild of wine writers. He 
also offers personalized wine tastings 
and wine travel services. Nick’s credo: 
continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

The Impact of Immigrant Workers in the Wine, Agriculture Industries

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
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Daily: 
EA Test Prep Team is here to assist 

you every step of the way. Each member 
of the team wants you to be accepted to 
the college of your choice. Start preparing 
today by calling EA Test Prep at 845-
582-0017 or visit our website at www.
eatestprep.com to learn about how we can 
help you achieve your college goals.

Winter session of Reading Buddies 
at the Kent Library:  If you’re in 1st 
through 4th grade, you can participate 
in Kent Public Library’s Winter session 
of Reading Buddies! Running from daily 
from January 9th through April 1st.  
Reading Buddies is a program that pairs 
teen volunteers  with students in grades 
1st through 4th grade. Reading Buddy 
applications are available at the Library. 
Contact Rebecca Newman, the Children’s 
Librarian, at 845-225-8585 for more 
information.  The library is located at 17 
Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes. 
Wednesdays

Craft Time for Preschoolers at 
the Brewster Public Library, from 11 
a.m.-11:45 a.m., Wednesdays, January 
18-March 8.  Children ages 3-5 and 
their caregivers are invited to make a 
creative seasonal or holiday related craft.  
Some crafts may be messy; please dress 
accordingly. Registration is required.  For 
more information call 845-279-6421 or 

visit http://tinyurl.com/zjbkyjf.  
Thursdays 

It’s your Move workshops, Thursdays 
at Kent Library:  1:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m. The 
workshop  is an accessible 4 week exercise 
program including seated\programs for 
individuals with a mobility disability. 
The program is run by The Putnam 
Independent Living Services.  These are 
free workshops, but you must be registered 
to attend.  Registration is required for all 
workshops. Space is limited.  You may 
register for the program by going to www.
kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent Public 
Library at 845-225-8585.  The library is 
located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes. 
Fridays

Dance of joy: Dance/movement therapy 
for people with Parkinson’s Disease Joy 
of Dance is a dance/movement therapy 
group for people with Parkinson’s Disease. 
This ongoing group meets on Fridays at 
10 a.m.-11 a.m. at the Seven Star School 
of Performing Arts.  Marie Carstens 
integrates movement with imagery, uses a 
vast array of movement qualities, rhythms 
and phrasing, as well as developmental 
neuromuscular patterns for support and 
coordination of movement with the goal 
of improving well-being and vitality as 
well as maintaining expressivity.   If you 
would like more information about this 
group, please contact Marie Carstens at 

347-742-6591 or email at Mccarstens21@
yahoo.com. Pre-registration is required.  
Registration is $15 per session, a caregiver 
or loved one is encouraged to join for an 
additional $5.
Thursday, February 2 

Adult Fans of LEGO® Night at 
LEGOLAND® Discovery Center 
Westchester – Have you wanted to 
visit LEGOLAND® Discovery Center 
Westchester but don’t have any little ones 
in your life? Is the little kid in you looking 
for a fun night out? Do you need a night 
away from the kids but want something 
different to do? Check out Adult Fans of 
LEGO® Night for games, prizes, fun and 
more. Build and share ideas with the 
Master Model Builder, LUG members and 
other Adult Fans of LEGO®. Experience 
LEGOLAND® Discovery Center’s rides, 
4D theater and endless amounts of 
LEGO bricks. Must be 18 years or over 
to attend. LEGOLAND Discovery Center 
Westchester, 39 Fitzgerald Street, Yonkers.  
Cost: $15.00. Time: 7 p.m. – 9 p.m. 866-
243-0770. www.legolanddiscoverycenter.
com/westchester.
Wednesday, February 1

Movie Matinee: Florence Foster 
Jenkins. Patterson Library, 1167 Rte. 311 
1 p.m. Join us as we present ‘Florence 
Foster Jenkins’, the heart-warming 
comedy based on the true story of a New 
York heiress who dreamed of becoming 
an opera singer, despite having a terrible 
singing voice. Starring Meryl Streep, 
Hugh Grant, and Simon Helberg.  Rated 
PG-13 for brief suggestive material. Free 
program. For more information, visit us 
online at www.pattersonlibrary.org and 
click on calendar or call 845-878-6121 
x10.

Financing Your Retirement:  Patterson 
Library, 1167 Rte. 311 Patterson.  7 p.m. 
Learn to financially prepare for your 
retirement with Michael Sepkowski 
from New York Life. Topics will include 
optimizing your investment portfolio, 
minimizing income taxes, planning 
for extended periods of medical care, 
how to consider sources of retirement 
income, and more. Free program. For 
more information, visit us online at www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click on calendar 
or call 845-878-6121 x10.
Thursday, February 2 

Putnam Lake Park District Advisory 
Board Meetings The Putnam Lake Park 
District Advisory Board holds public 
meetings on the First Thursday of every 
month at the Putnam Lake Firehouse in 
Putnam Lake at 7 p.m.  We encourage all 
Putnam Lake residents to attend for the 
latest information, and have any questions 
or concerns addressed. 

Intermediate Chess (8-week program).  
3 p.m.  Half hour of instruction and half 
hour of guided play. For students familiar 

with moves such as castling, en passant 
and pawn promotion and tactics such 
as pins, forks and batteries.  $40 due at 
time of registration. To register for most 
programs at Mahopac Public Library, 
call 845-628-2009, ext 100, or visit www.
mahopaclibrary.org.  You must register 
at the Library for programs that require 
a fee.   

Chess for Beginners (8-week program) 
Half hour of instruction and half hour 
of guided play. 4:30 p.m.  For children 
who have never played or have a basic 
understanding of how the pieces move. 
$40 due at time of registration. To register 
for most programs at Mahopac Public 
Library, call 845-628-2009, ext 100, or 
visit www.mahopaclibrary.org.  You must 
register at the Library for programs that 
require a fee.   

Flo Brandon Book Group will 
discuss Just Mercy: a story of justice 
and redemption by Bryan Stevenson.  
Drop-in group; new members always 
welcome. 11 a.m. To register for most 
programs at Mahopac Public Library, 
call 845-628-2009, ext 100, or visit www.
mahopaclibrary.org.  You must register 
at the Library for programs that require 
a fee.   

Kids’ Jewelry Making:  Thursdays, 
February 2, 9, and 16 4:30 p.m. Join us as 
we create various pieces of unique jewelry 
in this three week class. Make your own 
stylish jewelry including earrings, wrap-
around rings, and charm bracelets! For 
ages 8-11. For more information or to 
register contact the Patterson Library 
at 845-878-6121 x10 or go to www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click Calendar.

My First Book Club:  Every other 
Thursday beginning February 2. 4:30 p.m. 
Kids in kindergarten and first grade can 
join Miss Kathleen for an exciting book 
club! We will read books as a group, 
then create a craft, play a game, and do 
fun activities together! Registration is 
required. For more information or to 
register contact the Patterson Library 
at 845-878-6121 x10 or go to www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click Calendar.
Saturday, February 4 

Annual Love your Library 
Celebration: 1 p.m.-3 p.m., as part of the 
Desmond-Fish Library’s, local children 
and young adult author and illustrator 
Deb Lucke will lead a workshop for all 
ages titled “Inventing People with Big 
Noses”.  Deb, the inventor of Grunhilda 
the Lunch Witch, who has a very big 
nose will help attendees create characters 
starting with the nose.  The Desmond-
Fish Library is located at 472 Route 403 
(at the corner of 9D) in Garrison.   For 
more information about any of the 
library’s upcoming programs, please visit 
www.desmondfishlibrary.org

Crossword Answers

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 013117

continued on next page

ADOPTION
Fun Crazy Loving Couple Seeking to 
Adopt Baby. Husband Chef Wife Teach-
er. Top US Schools. Dogs Beach Sun Flip 
Flops. 631-432-5591 or www.debraandjef-
freyadopt.com

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AAR-
ON AT 914-654-1683

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver Coins, 
Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics Etc., Call 
Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

CONSTRUCTION
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS start-
ing at $199 Installed. Senior/Veterans 
discount on all Energy Star windows.  
Family owned 40yrs. BBB+ Member. 
Lifetime warranty on all windows. Ron 
1(844)835-1180.

FINANCIAL
CONVENTIONAL & BANK RATE FI-
NANCING, Fix’n Flips, Hard-Bridge 
Loans, No Documents-Stated Income 
Programs, $100K-$100 Million, Pur-
chase-Refinance, SFH-1-4, Multi-family, 
Mixed Use, Commercial, 888-565-9477

HEALTH
IF YOU HAD HIP OR KNEE REPLACE-
MENT SURGERY AND SUFFERED AN 
INFECTION between 2010 and the pres-
ent time, you may be entitled to compen-
sation. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

HELP WANTED
STYLIST WANTED, MAN OR WOM-
AN, Following preferred, for a growing 
salon in Katonah.  914-232-5201

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

HUNTING
OUR HUNTERS WILL PAY TOP $$$ to 
hunt your land. Call for a free Base Camp 
Leasing info packet and quote. 866-309-
1507. www.basecampleasing.com

LAND WANTED
LAND WANTED: Cash buyer seeks large 
acreage 200+ acres in the Central/Finger 
Lakes and Catskills Regions of NY State. 
Brokers welcome. For immediate con-
fidential response, call 607-353-8068 or 
email info@NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LEGAL NOTICES
75 HILLSIDE AVENUE, LLC FILED 
AN ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 
with the NYS Dept. of State on 12-9-16.  
The office of the LLC is located in West-
chester County.  The NY Secretary of State 
has been designated as the agent upon 
whom process may be served.  NYSS may 
mail a copy of any process to the LLC at: 
John Credaroli, 2 Columbus Avenue, 
Valhalla, NY 10595.  Purpose: Any law-
ful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF TAX-
SOLUTION4EXPATS.COM, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 11/14/2016.Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Seung Yup Kang, 27 Overlook 
street, Mount Vernon, New York 10552. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HARD-
CORE REALTY LLC FILED WITH 
SSNY ON 12/6/16.  Office in Westches-
ter County.  SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 829 Franklin Avenue, Thorn-
wood NY 10594.  Purpose:  any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF WOL-
VERINE SECURITY LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 
09/26/2016.  Office loc: Westchester. SSNY 
designated as agent upon whom process 
against it may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
373 Downing Dr., Yorktown Heights, 
NY 10598. Purpose: Security Business.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the year 
2017 Tentative Assessment Roll will be 
filed on February 1, 2017 with the Vil-
lage Clerk, 80 Wheeler Avenue, Pleas-
antville, New York, where it may be seen 
and examined by any person at all times 
during business hours (8:30am-4:00pm).  
The Board of Trustees and the Assessor 
will meet for the purpose of completing 
such assessment roll and of hearing and 
determining grievances in relations there-
to by any person(s) conceiving himself 
aggrieved thereby on Tuesday February 
21, 2017 between the hours of 6:00pm 
to 9:00pm, at the Clinton Street Senior 
Center, 1A Clinton Street, Pleasantville, 
New York.  The last filing date is Feb-
ruary 21, 2017. Village of Pleasantvil-
lePleasantville, New York 10570, Judith 
Weintraub Village Clerk

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

MODULAR CONSTRUCTION
EINSTEIN MODULAR CONSTRUC-
TION- WHOLESALE FACTORY DI-
RECT PRICING. VISIT WWW.EIN-
STEINMODULARCONSTRUCTION.
COM TO VIEW PLANS AND INVOIC-
ES. WE WILL BUILD ANY PLAN. 845-
734*EMC2(3622)

REAL ESTATE
LENDER ORDERED SALE! Catskill 
Mtn Farm Land! 39 acres- $84,900 (cash 
price) Incredible valley views, fields, 
woods, spring, stonewalls! Twn rd, utili-
ties! Terms are avail! 888-905-8847 NewY-
orkLandandLakes.com

REAL ESTATE
LENDER ORDERED SALE! Catskill 
Mtn Farm Land! 39 acres- $84,900 (cash 
price) Incredible valley views, fields, 
woods, spring, stonewalls! Twn rd, utili-
ties! Terms are avail! 888-905-8847 NewY-
orkLandandLakes.com

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
Sebastian, Florida (East Coast) Beach 
Cove is an Age Restricted Community 
where friends are easily made. Sebastian 
is an Old Florida fishing village with a 
quaint atmosphere yet excellent medical 
facilities, shopping and restaurants. Direct 
flights from Newark to Vero Beach. New 
manufactured homes from 89,900. 772-
581-0080; www.beach-cove.com.

TRAINING
O.S.H.A.   10 Hr. Outreach COMPLI-
ANCE SAFETY TRAINING CON-
STRUCTION (IN ENGLISH) HELD AT 
THE ELKS LODGE #2101 RT. 22 Brew-
ster or company facility’s Putnam, West-
chester, Duchess, CT Must pre- Register
845-743-5324 EMAIL-macarcich@gmail.
com Authorized Outreached trainer 
#1285-C0100219

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified 
Ad Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail 
classifieds@

theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49
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Putnam Valley senior grappler Satoshi Abe was one of  three Tigers to be crowned champion in Mahopac’s Peter Caruso Memorial Tournament last Saturday when the 126-pound Abe was joined by teammates 
Mikey Bruno (113 pounds) and Kyle Sams (132 pounds), who led the Tigers to 160 points and a fourth-place finish among the 17 teams in attendance, including 7th-place Carmel (126), 8th-place Mahopac 
(125), 9th-place Yorktown (86), 10th-place. Somers (82), 12th-place Brewster (65) and 14th-place Lakeland/Panas (48). Middletown was crowned team champs with 255 points... see Wrestling Notebook

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTO (PLEASE VISIT WWW.HVSP.PHOTOS FOR MORE)

Putnam Valley Takes 4th in  
Mahopac’s Caruso Memorial Tourney

Ready, Willing & Abe!
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

LAKELAND is starting to come around 
under veteran Coach Steve Fallo, who has 
the pleasure of coaching both his sons, 
Tim and Regan, together on the Lakeland 
hardwood.

“Coaching Tim and Regan obviously is 
very special,” Coach Fallo said. “I feel very 
fortunate to have the opportunity to coach 
them here at Lakeland.”

Fallo, who ages gracefully despite 
coaching three varsity sports in an era 
that regularly purges coaches, has the 
Hornets competing at a high level night in 
and night out despite the sub-par record 
(6-9), which has seen an uptick in recent 
days, including a 63-53 win over Somers 
last Wednesday and a 45-35 win over rival 
Walter Panas in the annual Giglio Games.

“That was a good league win,” Fallo 
said of Somers. “We are competing every 
night. Early on, we struggled playing 32 
minutes at both ends of the floor but lately 
we have been. With this team, it’s not the 
lack of effort, it’s our lack of execution at 
the offensive end. Our transition scoring 
has improved and we are still working 

on improving our half-court offense. 
Somers was a good example of have 
having plenty of opportunities to score 

in the second period 
and we missed so many 
easy baskets around 
the rim. That has been 
our problem all year, 
finishing around the rim 
and not knocking down 
jump shots at crucial 
parts of the game. But 
we came out in the third 
quarter and made our 
first five or six layups 
and took control of the 
game. Our league is very 
competitive and on any 
given night anybody can 
beat anybody.”

The Hornets got big 
games from Griffin 
Shiland (13 points), 
Mike Capozzi (11 
points, 4-4 free throws, 
5 rebounds), Tim Fallo 
(10 points, 5 assists, 5 
boards) and John Mule' 
(10 points), but what 
didn’t show up so much 
in the box score was the 
defensive efforts of Matt 
Tuite. The 6’3” F was a 
menacing presence in 
the paint.

With four wins in the last six, the 
Hornets are currently the 21st seed, right 
behind No.20 PANAS (6-10), which has 
slipped into a free fall of late, losing four 
straight.

SOMERS, though undermanned the 
last several games without the services of 
two bigs (Jack Gilroy and Nick Gargiulo), 
has fallen on hard times with some head-
scratching play. Coach Chris DiCintio’s 
Tuskers (8-8) have dropped five of the 
last six after losing to Lakeland and losing 
to John Jay CR last week. The Tuskers 
have also dropped to 4-2 in League I-C 
and need to beat John Jay (10-5, 5-1) 
and hope the Indians fall against either 
Brewster or Panas to regain a share of the 
league bragging rights. Are the Tuskers 
really gonna lose the League II-C title to 
surprising John Jay CR?  Didn’t see that 
one coming; still time to deny if Brewster 
and Panas play along.

“It's tough missing both of our bigs,” 
DiCintio admitted. “Gilroy is our starting 
power forward and broke his thumb weeks 
ago. He was our leading shot blocker and 
second leading rebounder, along with 
being an excellent post player. Two days 
later Gargiulo went down, so we have been 
playing with no center or power forward 
for our last six games. We are five guards 
on the floor right now. We went from the 
biggest team in the league to the smallest 
team. We lost five out of six games by 3, 

3, 3, 10 and 2 points. It's unheard of to 
lose both centers in two days’ time. It’s a 
tough break for these kids as they started 
the season at 7-3 and were undefeated in 
the league.  It's unfortunate, but I believe 
Gargiulo will be back in another week, so 
hopefully we'll make a playoff run.”

Gilroy is most likely done for the year, 
per the coach, which means the Tuskers 
will have to improve upon their current 
No.13 rank without him… 
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Lakeland G Pat Moreill (5) attempts to stop Somers G Lorenzo Bicknese 
in Hornets’ 63-53 win over visiting Tuskers Wednesday.

Lakeland Trips Up Somers, Yorktown Defeats Hen Hud
Croton’s Macarchuk Sets School Record for 3’s

BREWSTER (5-8) had a clutch week, 
winning a thriller in overtime to beat 
North Salem 53-46 behind super soph 
Harry Dignan’s 20 points, two days after 
he dropped 21 on Lakeland in a 52-42 
Bears win, which put them at No.22 in the 
rankings and helps qualify for the playoffs. 
This Dignan kid can flat-out score.

HEN HUD is in the throes of a head-
scratching stretch, having lost five of 
the last six, including a 54-42 setback to 
Yorktown in the Hoops for Heroes event 
at Croton last Saturday. The 6-2 start is but 
a distant memory as the Sailors (7-7) have 
fallen to No.10 in the rankings.

“We played as lousy as we ever have this 
season,” Hen Hud Coach Jared Hirsch 
admitted. “But that usually means the 
other team is doing things that make you 
play like that. Kevin Downes is a great 
coach and Yorktown is still pretty good.”

F Kyle James had 17 to lead the Sailors 
while Mekhi Gray added 12.

PEEKSKILL, at 10-5, is currently 
holding the No.7 seed in the Class A 
playoffs, tops among the local teams from 
Northern Westchester/Putnam. The Red 
Devils’ 54-50 loss to Sleepy Hollow was 
costly, in that it essentially eliminated 
Peekskill from League II-C title 
contention. Shion Darby scored 25 points 
for the Red Devils, who no longer control 
their own destiny in league play with Hen 
Hud on the docket on Wednesday…
CLASS AA

YORKTOWN (10-4), with a healthy 
Tanner Dyslin back in the mix, is starting 
to look like Yorktown again. Dyslin went 
for a team-high 14 points and nine boards 
in the win over Hen Hud while James 
Lundberg dropped a dime and collared 
seven rebounds. Michael Broader scored 
six of his eight in the fourth. Yorktown’s 
defense held Hen Hud to eight points in 
the first and third quarters and just 10 in 
the second. The Huskers, who have won 
three of the last four, need to knock off 
both Greeley and Fox Lane this week to 
get a share of the League I-D title.

The Huskers will need some help in 
order to flush out the League I-D title as 
Huskers (2-2 in I-D) are looking up at 
both Fox Lane (5-1) and Greeley (4-2). 
Yorktown will need to channel its inner 
Aaron Rogers to run the table.

CARMEL (6-9) dropped two games 
last week, including a 50-41 loss to Class 
B Croton-Harmon and fell to No.16 in the 
current rankings. Meanwhile, MAHOPAC 
(3-12) is next to dead last at No.20. In what 
is shaping up as a brutal year for Putnam 
County basketball, the Indians, nor the 
Rams, aren’t helping matters.
CLASS B/C

CROTON-HARMON picked up big-
time bonus points after a 50-41 win 
at Class AA Carmel where senior G 
Charlie Goldberg went off for 25 points, 
eight rebounds and three assists. Croton 
freshman Sean Macarchuk continued to 

show off what might be a lit future, adding 
13 points for the surging Tigers (11-3), 
who then went on to defeat Westlake, 54-
36, in the Croton-sponsored Hoops for 
Heroes event last Saturday.

“The Carmel win was a gritty win for 
us,” Martucci said. “The team saw the one-
hour bus ride, and going into the gym 
of a Class AA school as an opportunity. 
Our defensive effort was tremendous. 
The score was tied going into the fourth 
quarter at 35.  It wasn't pretty, but we'd 
rather win ugly than lose pretty.”

Croton Coach Ben Martucci has created 
a smart team, one in his own image, one 
that just might have the goods to reach 
the County Center should it stretch its 
potential. The Tigers find themselves 
currently seeded No.2 in the Class B 
bracket, which would give them a couple 
of home games should they hold serve.

In the win over Westlake, Goldberg 
went for 20 points while dishing six assists 
and grabbing four boards. The real drama 
was provided by Macarchuk, made it rain 
all game, scoring a career-high 24 points 
while setting the school record for most 
made 3’s in a game (8).

“I have never seen anything like that 
in Tiger Town, because it has never 
been done,” Martucci said of the record, 

previously held by four of my all-
time-favorite Tiger snipers; Greg 
Muller, Nick DiMaggio, Brandon 
Sileck, and Ian Thom. “It was 
a ridiculous performance. The 
Hoops for Heroes event Saturday 
was a huge success, not just because 
of the important league win, but 
because we were able to support 
our men and women who have 
served (or are currently serving) in 
the armed forces. Each team had an 
honorary team captain, we raised 
a ton of money, had great crowds 
throughout the day, specifically for 
the Hen Hud vs. Yorktown game, 
and plans are already in the works 
for next season's event.”

PUTNAM VALLEY knocked off 
a potent North Salem squad, 55-
45, last Wednesday in the Valley. 
Sophomore F Darnel Shillingford 

looked healthy again, powering the paint 
for a game-high 19 points. Sophomore C/F 
T.J Brescia added 12 and P.V. which began 
the season at 1-6, won its fourth game in 
six tries. Despite the solid outing, Coach 
Mike McDonnell (54-13 in his fourth year 
with the Tigers) was still lamenting a loss 
back in early January.

"We never should have lost that game 
to Dobbs," McDonnell said, recalling 
a double overtime loss in the Putnam 
Challenge on Jan. 7. "That was the game 
where I thought we turned the corner, 
but we just couldn't pull it out. We should 
have. And if we played the way we did 
tonight against North Salem, we're a team 
right now with a chance to get to .500 this 
Friday."

The Tigers (6-8) are now close to .500 
after a 51-31 win over Pawling Friday 
and now sit in command of the League 
III-E title chase with a 4-0 league mark 
after Brescia (18 points) and Shillingford 
(9 points) led the way. At 4-0 in League 
III-E, the Class B Tigers control their own 
destiny and a sweep of North Salem would 
get the job done on Feb.3.

Put Valley soph F Darnel Shillingford runs the 
paint in Tigers’ 55-44 win over North Salem.

Hen Hud’s Thomas Malonney and the Sailors hope 
to get hot again down the stretch.

Lakeland F Matt Tuite denies Somers G Matt 
Pires in Hornets’ 63-53 win over visiting Tuskers 
Wednesday.

Somers G Chris DiCintio sinks a shot against 
defense from Lakeland G Chris Foci  in Hornets’ 
63-53 win over visiting Tuskers Wednesday.

Put Valley sophomore G Ryan Soto goes up for 
shot in Tigers’ 55-44 win over visiting North Salem 
last Wednesday.

Putnam Valley sophomore Austin Fabiano is on the 
receiving end of  an elbow in Tigers’ win over North Salem.

Members of  the Croton hoops team pose after beating Westlake at the Tigers’ honorable Hoops for 
Heroes event last Saturday.

 

East Coast Panthers
SPRING 2017

Basketball AAU Tryouts
YOUTH
Boys - Court 1 • Girls - Court 2

February 12
3rd & 4th Grade : 9:00 AM - 10:15 AM
5th & 6th Grade : 10:30 AM -11:45 AM 
7th & 8th Grade : 12:00 PM - 1:15 PM

February 26
3rd & 4th Grade : 9:00 AM - 10:15 AM
5th & 6th Grade : 10:30 AM -11:45 AM 
7th & 8th Grade : 12:00 PM - 1:15 PM

HIGH SCHOOL
February 26
Girls 9th,10th &11th Grade : 1:30 PM - 2:45 PM

February 27
Boys 9th Grade: 7:00 PM - 8:15 PM
Boys 10th & 11th Grade: 8:15 PM - 9:30 PM

March 1
Girls 9th, 10th & 11th Grade - 7:00 PM - 8:15 PM
Boys 9th, 10th & 11th Grade - 8:15 PM

Tryouts are $25 per child, 
we have several dates for 
your convenience but only 

one tryout is required.
Tryouts are being held at 

The Masters School.
49 Clinton Ave

Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522

Registration is at the door. 
For any questions, please 

feel free to contact 
Coach Chris DiCintio  

at coachdicintio@ 
optonline.neteastcoastpanthers.com
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LAKELAND is starting to come around 
under veteran Coach Steve Fallo, who has 
the pleasure of coaching both his sons, 
Tim and Regan, together on the Lakeland 
hardwood.

“Coaching Tim and Regan obviously is 
very special,” Coach Fallo said. “I feel very 
fortunate to have the opportunity to coach 
them here at Lakeland.”

Fallo, who ages gracefully despite 
coaching three varsity sports in an era 
that regularly purges coaches, has the 
Hornets competing at a high level night in 
and night out despite the sub-par record 
(6-9), which has seen an uptick in recent 
days, including a 63-53 win over Somers 
last Wednesday and a 45-35 win over rival 
Walter Panas in the annual Giglio Games.

“That was a good league win,” Fallo 
said of Somers. “We are competing every 
night. Early on, we struggled playing 32 
minutes at both ends of the floor but lately 
we have been. With this team, it’s not the 
lack of effort, it’s our lack of execution at 
the offensive end. Our transition scoring 
has improved and we are still working 

on improving our half-court offense. 
Somers was a good example of have 
having plenty of opportunities to score 

in the second period 
and we missed so many 
easy baskets around 
the rim. That has been 
our problem all year, 
finishing around the rim 
and not knocking down 
jump shots at crucial 
parts of the game. But 
we came out in the third 
quarter and made our 
first five or six layups 
and took control of the 
game. Our league is very 
competitive and on any 
given night anybody can 
beat anybody.”

The Hornets got big 
games from Griffin 
Shiland (13 points), 
Mike Capozzi (11 
points, 4-4 free throws, 
5 rebounds), Tim Fallo 
(10 points, 5 assists, 5 
boards) and John Mule' 
(10 points), but what 
didn’t show up so much 
in the box score was the 
defensive efforts of Matt 
Tuite. The 6’3” F was a 
menacing presence in 
the paint.

With four wins in the last six, the 
Hornets are currently the 21st seed, right 
behind No.20 PANAS (6-10), which has 
slipped into a free fall of late, losing four 
straight.

SOMERS, though undermanned the 
last several games without the services of 
two bigs (Jack Gilroy and Nick Gargiulo), 
has fallen on hard times with some head-
scratching play. Coach Chris DiCintio’s 
Tuskers (8-8) have dropped five of the 
last six after losing to Lakeland and losing 
to John Jay CR last week. The Tuskers 
have also dropped to 4-2 in League I-C 
and need to beat John Jay (10-5, 5-1) 
and hope the Indians fall against either 
Brewster or Panas to regain a share of the 
league bragging rights. Are the Tuskers 
really gonna lose the League II-C title to 
surprising John Jay CR?  Didn’t see that 
one coming; still time to deny if Brewster 
and Panas play along.

“It's tough missing both of our bigs,” 
DiCintio admitted. “Gilroy is our starting 
power forward and broke his thumb weeks 
ago. He was our leading shot blocker and 
second leading rebounder, along with 
being an excellent post player. Two days 
later Gargiulo went down, so we have been 
playing with no center or power forward 
for our last six games. We are five guards 
on the floor right now. We went from the 
biggest team in the league to the smallest 
team. We lost five out of six games by 3, 

3, 3, 10 and 2 points. It's unheard of to 
lose both centers in two days’ time. It’s a 
tough break for these kids as they started 
the season at 7-3 and were undefeated in 
the league.  It's unfortunate, but I believe 
Gargiulo will be back in another week, so 
hopefully we'll make a playoff run.”

Gilroy is most likely done for the year, 
per the coach, which means the Tuskers 
will have to improve upon their current 
No.13 rank without him… 
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Lakeland G Pat Moreill (5) attempts to stop Somers G Lorenzo Bicknese 
in Hornets’ 63-53 win over visiting Tuskers Wednesday.

Lakeland Trips Up Somers, Yorktown Defeats Hen Hud
Croton’s Macarchuk Sets School Record for 3’s

BREWSTER (5-8) had a clutch week, 
winning a thriller in overtime to beat 
North Salem 53-46 behind super soph 
Harry Dignan’s 20 points, two days after 
he dropped 21 on Lakeland in a 52-42 
Bears win, which put them at No.22 in the 
rankings and helps qualify for the playoffs. 
This Dignan kid can flat-out score.

HEN HUD is in the throes of a head-
scratching stretch, having lost five of 
the last six, including a 54-42 setback to 
Yorktown in the Hoops for Heroes event 
at Croton last Saturday. The 6-2 start is but 
a distant memory as the Sailors (7-7) have 
fallen to No.10 in the rankings.

“We played as lousy as we ever have this 
season,” Hen Hud Coach Jared Hirsch 
admitted. “But that usually means the 
other team is doing things that make you 
play like that. Kevin Downes is a great 
coach and Yorktown is still pretty good.”

F Kyle James had 17 to lead the Sailors 
while Mekhi Gray added 12.

PEEKSKILL, at 10-5, is currently 
holding the No.7 seed in the Class A 
playoffs, tops among the local teams from 
Northern Westchester/Putnam. The Red 
Devils’ 54-50 loss to Sleepy Hollow was 
costly, in that it essentially eliminated 
Peekskill from League II-C title 
contention. Shion Darby scored 25 points 
for the Red Devils, who no longer control 
their own destiny in league play with Hen 
Hud on the docket on Wednesday…
CLASS AA

YORKTOWN (10-4), with a healthy 
Tanner Dyslin back in the mix, is starting 
to look like Yorktown again. Dyslin went 
for a team-high 14 points and nine boards 
in the win over Hen Hud while James 
Lundberg dropped a dime and collared 
seven rebounds. Michael Broader scored 
six of his eight in the fourth. Yorktown’s 
defense held Hen Hud to eight points in 
the first and third quarters and just 10 in 
the second. The Huskers, who have won 
three of the last four, need to knock off 
both Greeley and Fox Lane this week to 
get a share of the League I-D title.

The Huskers will need some help in 
order to flush out the League I-D title as 
Huskers (2-2 in I-D) are looking up at 
both Fox Lane (5-1) and Greeley (4-2). 
Yorktown will need to channel its inner 
Aaron Rogers to run the table.

CARMEL (6-9) dropped two games 
last week, including a 50-41 loss to Class 
B Croton-Harmon and fell to No.16 in the 
current rankings. Meanwhile, MAHOPAC 
(3-12) is next to dead last at No.20. In what 
is shaping up as a brutal year for Putnam 
County basketball, the Indians, nor the 
Rams, aren’t helping matters.
CLASS B/C

CROTON-HARMON picked up big-
time bonus points after a 50-41 win 
at Class AA Carmel where senior G 
Charlie Goldberg went off for 25 points, 
eight rebounds and three assists. Croton 
freshman Sean Macarchuk continued to 

show off what might be a lit future, adding 
13 points for the surging Tigers (11-3), 
who then went on to defeat Westlake, 54-
36, in the Croton-sponsored Hoops for 
Heroes event last Saturday.

“The Carmel win was a gritty win for 
us,” Martucci said. “The team saw the one-
hour bus ride, and going into the gym 
of a Class AA school as an opportunity. 
Our defensive effort was tremendous. 
The score was tied going into the fourth 
quarter at 35.  It wasn't pretty, but we'd 
rather win ugly than lose pretty.”

Croton Coach Ben Martucci has created 
a smart team, one in his own image, one 
that just might have the goods to reach 
the County Center should it stretch its 
potential. The Tigers find themselves 
currently seeded No.2 in the Class B 
bracket, which would give them a couple 
of home games should they hold serve.

In the win over Westlake, Goldberg 
went for 20 points while dishing six assists 
and grabbing four boards. The real drama 
was provided by Macarchuk, made it rain 
all game, scoring a career-high 24 points 
while setting the school record for most 
made 3’s in a game (8).

“I have never seen anything like that 
in Tiger Town, because it has never 
been done,” Martucci said of the record, 

previously held by four of my all-
time-favorite Tiger snipers; Greg 
Muller, Nick DiMaggio, Brandon 
Sileck, and Ian Thom. “It was 
a ridiculous performance. The 
Hoops for Heroes event Saturday 
was a huge success, not just because 
of the important league win, but 
because we were able to support 
our men and women who have 
served (or are currently serving) in 
the armed forces. Each team had an 
honorary team captain, we raised 
a ton of money, had great crowds 
throughout the day, specifically for 
the Hen Hud vs. Yorktown game, 
and plans are already in the works 
for next season's event.”

PUTNAM VALLEY knocked off 
a potent North Salem squad, 55-
45, last Wednesday in the Valley. 
Sophomore F Darnel Shillingford 

looked healthy again, powering the paint 
for a game-high 19 points. Sophomore C/F 
T.J Brescia added 12 and P.V. which began 
the season at 1-6, won its fourth game in 
six tries. Despite the solid outing, Coach 
Mike McDonnell (54-13 in his fourth year 
with the Tigers) was still lamenting a loss 
back in early January.

"We never should have lost that game 
to Dobbs," McDonnell said, recalling 
a double overtime loss in the Putnam 
Challenge on Jan. 7. "That was the game 
where I thought we turned the corner, 
but we just couldn't pull it out. We should 
have. And if we played the way we did 
tonight against North Salem, we're a team 
right now with a chance to get to .500 this 
Friday."

The Tigers (6-8) are now close to .500 
after a 51-31 win over Pawling Friday 
and now sit in command of the League 
III-E title chase with a 4-0 league mark 
after Brescia (18 points) and Shillingford 
(9 points) led the way. At 4-0 in League 
III-E, the Class B Tigers control their own 
destiny and a sweep of North Salem would 
get the job done on Feb.3.

Put Valley soph F Darnel Shillingford runs the 
paint in Tigers’ 55-44 win over North Salem.

Hen Hud’s Thomas Malonney and the Sailors hope 
to get hot again down the stretch.

Lakeland F Matt Tuite denies Somers G Matt 
Pires in Hornets’ 63-53 win over visiting Tuskers 
Wednesday.

Somers G Chris DiCintio sinks a shot against 
defense from Lakeland G Chris Foci  in Hornets’ 
63-53 win over visiting Tuskers Wednesday.

Put Valley sophomore G Ryan Soto goes up for 
shot in Tigers’ 55-44 win over visiting North Salem 
last Wednesday.

Putnam Valley sophomore Austin Fabiano is on the 
receiving end of  an elbow in Tigers’ win over North Salem.

Members of  the Croton hoops team pose after beating Westlake at the Tigers’ honorable Hoops for 
Heroes event last Saturday.
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As the Section 1 wrestling season picks 
up steam, Girls Hoops beat writer Tony 

Pinciaro will be checking in and out of 
both beats, so this scribe will be picking 
up the slack on the girls’ circuit. Here are 
some observations as we head down the 
stretch of the regular season from the 
outside looking in.
Dini’s Neat Neophytes

Don’t think for one second that Putnam 
Valley, despite graduating a ton of key 
players, won’t be a difficult out in the 
upcoming Section 1 Class B playoffs. At 
11-6 overall. Coach Kristi Dini’s Tigers 
have exceeded expectations and are 
currently latched onto the No.7 seed, 
which would ultimately provide a first-
round home playoff game should they 
hold serve against a potential No.10 seed.

The youthful Tigers, winners of three-
straight games, are opening the eyes of 
opposing coaches with their gritty, up-
tempo style; a method woven in the fabric 

of their tough-
minded coach. 
In recent wins 
over Valhalla 
and Pawling, 
the Tigers have 
gotten prime 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
from enfuego 
freshmen Kelli 
Venezia, who 
scored 21 points 
in the win over 
Pawling. Maria 
Tomais added 
10 points for the 
Tigers. Venezia 

then went for 19 points against Valhalla 
and eighth-grader Arianna Stockinger 
dropped a career-high 15 points, 
surpassing her previous career-high of 14 
in the Valley’s 54-29 win over North Salem 
earlier in the week. Venezia and Stockinger 
are two youngsters who bear watching over 
the course of the next three-four years.

And while everyone is playing second 
fiddle to state-ranked (No.2) Irvington this 
season, perhaps the Tigers can get a first-
round win and possibly have a quarterfinal 
look at someone like state-ranked (No.4) 
Briarcliff, whom they battled tooth and 
nail just a couple of weeks back. Sure 
would be great for this budding rivalry 
if the Tigers and Bears could meet in the 
post season with a Final 4 berth on the 
line like it was last year when PV shocked 
the section and eliminated Don Hamlin’s 
awesome program from the tourney. It’s 
shaking out as a possibility.

No matter how you slice it, Dini and 
friends are building something special, 
and Dini’s big picture shows the Tigers 
battling the Irvingtons and Briarcliffs for 
years to come.

“These girls work incredibly hard 
and have bought in since the first day of 
tryouts,” first-year PV Coach Dini said. 
“We have no seniors in the starting lineup; 
we go with an 8th grader, a freshmen and 
sophomore starting, and even though 
we're young we've said since Day 1 that 
being young won't be an excuse for us. We 

aren't playing for next year. We’re focused 
on our goals right now. We have a tough 
schedule and outside of Irvington all of 
our losses have been single-digit losses to 
strong programs. They're getting better 
and better each game and I love working 
with them.”

In the meantime, the Tigers would settle 
for a share of the League III-E title should 
they find a way to knock off Haldane and 
salvage a split with the Blue Devils on Feb. 
8th… winner takes all!
Visions of COUNTY CENTER in Their Heads

Don’t be surprised when gold balls are 
being hoisted about by local teams in early 
March when the Westchester County 
Center plays hosts to what we suspect 
could be one of our best showings in recent 
history. Reigning four-time NYS champion 
Ossining is favored to win the Section 
1 Class AA title for an unprecedented 
seventh-straight season. 

Everybody’s choice for Player of the 
Year was at it again last Friday night in 
Ossining’s 96-35 thumping of Yorktown. 
UConn-bound senior Andra Espinoza-
Hunter settled for 32 points and eight 
rebounds in just over one half before 
taking a seat. C Kailah Harris added a 
double-double with 16 points and 11 
rebounds in a shade over a half. The state-
ranked (No.4) Pride improved to 12-3 and 
remain the No.1-ranked team among all 
public schools, so you can pen them in for 
another Final 4 and then some, but they 
will have to destroy a field full of Catholic 
powers, including state-ranked Ursuline, 
Lourdes and Magnus. Pride Coach Dan 
Ricci, who has long opposed the Catholics 
competing in the public tourney, must be 
thrilled at the prospects of doing so…

The glut of Class A title contenders 
is impressive this season, and the locals 
are fully represented in what should be 
a wide-open tournament with plenty of 
shock value. County Center hopefuls 
like top-ranked Somers (13-5), No.2 Hen 
Hud (10-4), No.3 Panas (11-5) and No.4 
Lakeland (11-4) are all Final 4-worthy 
teams should they tap into their potential. 

Peekskill (7-7) and Brewster (7-9) have 
also had their moments this season and 
can never be overlooked.

Somers, under first-year boss Marc 
Hattem, just clinched the League II-C title 
and is ranked No.16 in NYS while Hen 
Hud, Lakeland and Panas are honorably 
mentioned, so those with any say in the 
polls list Somers as the favorites in Section 
1; now that all the Catholics have moved 
to Class AA. 

Panas F Melissa Keefe hit the game-
winning shot with 6.0 seconds left and 
scored a team-high 12 points in the 
Panthers’ 46-45 win over Hen Hud.

We’ll settle for two teams getting to the 
County Center but all four would be quite 
a delight in what has already been a special 
year for local Class A clubs in Northern 
Westchester…

Class C Haldane (12-3) is also favored to 
win, as Coach Tyrone “See Dog” Searight 
has played a grueling schedule to get his 
state-ranked (No.22) Blue Devils (12-3) 
prepped for their annual run at sectional 
and state-wide glory.

January 31  - February 6, 2017www.TheExaminerNews.com 27January 31  - February 6, 201726 The Northern Westchester Examiner

Grappling NotebookSportsGirls Hoops NotebookSports

Put Valley Emerging in Class B; Contenders Abound in AA, A, C Put Valley Roars to 4th at Caruso Memorial Tourney
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Panas F Yvette Burcescu has a look at the iron as 
Lakeland’s Jessica Ascenceo defends in Hornets’ 
Giglio Games win over Panthers Saturday.

By Tony Pinciaro
Putnam Valley may have been one of 

the smaller schools in the annual Peter 
Caruso Memorial Wrestling Tournament 
at Mahopac, but the Tigers had the  
largest roar.

The Tigers boasted three champions – 
Mike Bruno (113 pounds), Satoshi Abe 
(126) and Kyle Sams (132) – to highlight 
the Section 1 competition in the 18-team 
field. The other Section 1 teams were 
Ardsley, Brewster, Byram Hills, Carmel, 
Lakeland/Panas, Mahopac, Peekskill, R.C. 
Ketcham, Somers and Yorktown.

Abe was a 13-8 victor over Somers’ Billy 
DiBenedetto in the final. Bruno pinned 
his title-match opponent and Sams won a 
thrilling 4-2 decision in overtime.

Brewster junior Grant Cuomo 
continued his outstanding season, 
pinning his way to the 160-pound title. 
Carmel’s Matt Purdy was the other local 
wrestler with a championship, winning 
the 145-pound title.

The tournament was also a homecoming 
for Putnam Valley coach Will Carano and 
Brewster coach Tom Looby, both former 
Mahopac wrestling standouts. Carano 
was a Section 1 champion.

Abe, who will attend Lehigh in 
September and wrestle, now owns a 
trio of tournament titles -- the Caruso, 
Patriot (John Jay-East Fishkill) and Kohl 
(Suffern).

Wrestling in the Caruso tournament 
kept Putnam Valley sharp as the Tigers 
have two weeks until the Section 1 
Division II (small school) Wrestling 

Championships at Edgemont. It also 
showed the large schools that despite 
Putnam Valley’s classification, it can flex 
its wrestling muscle with the big boys.

“Wrestling in the Caruso tournament 
has become a great way for my teammates 
and I to prepare for sectionals because 
it has a lot of competition and depth 
that gives us a good preview for the 
postseason,” Abe said.

“Putnam Valley has always had a small 
team in a small school, but all of our 
guys are really competitive and can hang 
with a number of top big schools around 
the section, which we have shown at 
tournaments such as the Caruso when we 
outscore a number of big-school teams. 
To me it means that we are doing the 
right things in our room and plenty of our 
guys are training all year round, at clubs 
like Iowa Style Wrestling where all three 
champs have trained.”

Along with the three champs, Owen 
McDonald (106 pounds) and Constantine 
George (285) placed third, Will Carano 
was fourth at 113 pounds and Dean Appel 
took fifth at 145 pounds. 

Cuomo adds the Caruso title to 
the prestigious Eastern States Classic 
championship he won earlier this month. 
He is also a Patriot (John Jay-East Fishkill) 
tournament victor.

Cuomo noted that Brewster looks 
forward to wrestling in the Caruso 
tournament.

“The wrestling world is a small one, and 
everyone knows everyone else,” Cuomo 
said. “Because of that, Coach Looby wants 

us to do the best we can, even more so at 
his home-town tournament. So it is great 
to do well there, especially for him.”

Cuomo and his teammates, as well as all 
of the Section 1 large schools will compete 
in the qualifier for the Section 1 Divison 
I (large school) Wrestling Championships 
Saturday at four sites – New Rochelle, 
John Jay-Cross River, North Rockland and 
R.C. Ketcham. The top four finishers in 
each weight class advance to the Section 
1 Division II Wrestling Championships/
New York State Qualifier, Saturday-
Sunday, Feb. 11-12 at Arlington (Saturday) 
and Clarkstown South (Sunday).

The Caruso tournament also gave 
Cuomo a scouting report.

“The local competition there gives us 
a good look at what we are dealing with 
next week at divisionals,” said Cuomo, a 
2016 Section 1 champion. “I am looking to 
getting in some good matches to prepare 
me for sectionals, I want to sharpen my 
offense there to make sure I'm on point for 
sectionals as well.”

The North Rockland site features 
Arlington, Harrison, East Ramapo, 
Hendrick Hudson, Nyack, Rye and the 
host school.

“All the teams in my division have 
solid programs, and solid wrestlers, most 
coming out of Iowa Style Wrestling, 
where I train in the off season and in 
season,” Cuomo said. “With that in mind I 
wouldn't be surprised at all if the wrestlers 
I know from ISW will be doing good in the 
division, and the tournaments to come.”

Brewster’s Jack Muentener (145 pounds) 
finished second and Alex Goldberg (113 
pounds) placed sixth.

The Caruso tournament has special 
meaning for Mahopac’s Garrett Semenetz, 
who ws the 99-pound runner-up.

“My whole life I've been very close to 
the Caruso family,” said the 2016 Section 

1 Division I 99-pound champion. “It's an 
honor to be able to wrestle every year in 
honor of Pete. As for the team, it's allows 
us to show what Mahopac wrestling is 
made of.”

Semenetz said having the Caruso 
tournament one week before divisionals is 
advantageous to the wrestlers.

“The Caruso tournament allows a lot 
of wrestlers to gauge what little skills they 
need to improve on before the postseason 
starts,” Semenetz said. “The tournament 
is so close to divisionals that it lets us 
wrestlers know how we'll perform for the 
postseason.”

Mahopac will be at John Jay-Cross 
River, along with Fox Lane, Somers, 
Beacon, Carmel, Scarsdale, Clarkstown 
South, White Plains and the host.

Mahopac also had Mike Muldoon (120) 
and Mike Rivera (220) place second, 
Mike Nathenson (220) finished third and 
Frankie Scauzillo (99) was fifth.

Yorktown had five placefinishers, 
highlighted by Dean Patieron (106) who 
placed fourth. Matt Stegmeier (182), Owen 
McGivney (195) and Tyler Rodriguez 
(220) were all fifth and Thomas Carson 
(285) finished sixth. The Cornhuskers will 
return to coach Eric Fama’s alma-mater, 
New Rochelle. Fama was a sectional 
champion.

Lakeland/Panas, which will also be at 
New Rochelle, had a pair of second-place 
finishers – Brandon DiDomenico (113) 
and Kevin Moore (170).

Carmel, which will be at John Jay, had 
five other top-six finishers to join champ 
Matt Purdy. Rico Cardova (170) finished 
fourth and the quartet of Jaydon Boscia 
(126), Dorain McMath (138), Ben Rivera 
(152) and Jon Aldave (285) all placed fifth.

Somers, also at John Jay, had a runnerup 
in Matt Kelly (152) and Sean Freebern 
(220) was fourth.

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTO

Putnam Valley’s Mikey Bruno was one of  three Tigers crowned champion at the Mahopac tourney.

Brew/Town Hockey Wins Two 
More, Improves to 10-2-2

In its first combined season, ever, the 
Brewster/Yorktown ice hockey squad 
(knows as BrewTown) is pulling off quite 
a successful campaign, which shouldn’t 
come as much of a surprise given the 
history of the programs. Successful on 
their own in the past, the merger has 
produced a club with an 8-2-2 overall 
record (4-1 in League C) and has a league 
title within its grasp on February 6th 
against second place Horace Greeley.
Local Standings

Brewster/Yorktown 10-2-2
Mahopac 10-5-1
Somers/North Salem 8-7-1
Lakeland/Panas 7-9-1
Carmel 6-9
 Hen Hud 4-13

Top 10 Local Points Leaders thru Jan.27:
Christian Jimenez (Lake/Panas) 38
Brandon LaSpina (Somers/NSalem) 33
Gianfranco Pulice (Mahopac) 29
Nick Smith (Carmel) 26

Brian O’Shea (Mahopac) 26
T.J. McKee (Mahopac) 25
Brett Hanson (Hen Hud) 24
A.J. Cappello (Lake/Panas) 26
Matt Sillcocks (Lake/Panas) 26
Michael Isola (Brew/York) 24
Jake Alfonzetti (Carmel) 23
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Brew-Town’s Michael Isola leads the team in 
scoring with 24 points

THE SHRUB OAK ATHLETIC CLUB
SPRING REGISTRATION:

Softball Ages 5-16 Years Old $140 
Baseball Ages 5-17 Years Old $140
Girls Volleyball: Grades 3-12 $110

Registration: COPPER BEECH MIDDLE SCHOOL CAFETERIA

 FINAL REGISTRATION 
SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY 4TH 9AM - 12PM

 
For More Information Call: 914-962-7099 (Leave Message) or

ShrubOakAC.org

Lakeland’s Alexa Cole defends Somers’ Livy 
Rosenzweig in Tuskers win over Hornets last 
Wednesday.

Panas G Kat Reynoso has inside track on 
Lakeland’s Jessica Ascenceo in Hornets’ in over 
Panthers in Giglio Games last Saturday.

Panas’ Melissa Keefe defends Lakeland’s high-
flying Kelsey Walsh in Hornets’ win over Panthers 
Saturday at Giglio Games. 

Put Valley freshman 
Kelli Venezia is leading 
the charge among the 
emerging young players in 
the Valley.
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@Directrays

As the Section 1 wrestling season picks 
up steam, Girls Hoops beat writer Tony 

Pinciaro will be checking in and out of 
both beats, so this scribe will be picking 
up the slack on the girls’ circuit. Here are 
some observations as we head down the 
stretch of the regular season from the 
outside looking in.
Dini’s Neat Neophytes

Don’t think for one second that Putnam 
Valley, despite graduating a ton of key 
players, won’t be a difficult out in the 
upcoming Section 1 Class B playoffs. At 
11-6 overall. Coach Kristi Dini’s Tigers 
have exceeded expectations and are 
currently latched onto the No.7 seed, 
which would ultimately provide a first-
round home playoff game should they 
hold serve against a potential No.10 seed.

The youthful Tigers, winners of three-
straight games, are opening the eyes of 
opposing coaches with their gritty, up-
tempo style; a method woven in the fabric 

of their tough-
minded coach. 
In recent wins 
over Valhalla 
and Pawling, 
the Tigers have 
gotten prime 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
from enfuego 
freshmen Kelli 
Venezia, who 
scored 21 points 
in the win over 
Pawling. Maria 
Tomais added 
10 points for the 
Tigers. Venezia 

then went for 19 points against Valhalla 
and eighth-grader Arianna Stockinger 
dropped a career-high 15 points, 
surpassing her previous career-high of 14 
in the Valley’s 54-29 win over North Salem 
earlier in the week. Venezia and Stockinger 
are two youngsters who bear watching over 
the course of the next three-four years.

And while everyone is playing second 
fiddle to state-ranked (No.2) Irvington this 
season, perhaps the Tigers can get a first-
round win and possibly have a quarterfinal 
look at someone like state-ranked (No.4) 
Briarcliff, whom they battled tooth and 
nail just a couple of weeks back. Sure 
would be great for this budding rivalry 
if the Tigers and Bears could meet in the 
post season with a Final 4 berth on the 
line like it was last year when PV shocked 
the section and eliminated Don Hamlin’s 
awesome program from the tourney. It’s 
shaking out as a possibility.

No matter how you slice it, Dini and 
friends are building something special, 
and Dini’s big picture shows the Tigers 
battling the Irvingtons and Briarcliffs for 
years to come.

“These girls work incredibly hard 
and have bought in since the first day of 
tryouts,” first-year PV Coach Dini said. 
“We have no seniors in the starting lineup; 
we go with an 8th grader, a freshmen and 
sophomore starting, and even though 
we're young we've said since Day 1 that 
being young won't be an excuse for us. We 

aren't playing for next year. We’re focused 
on our goals right now. We have a tough 
schedule and outside of Irvington all of 
our losses have been single-digit losses to 
strong programs. They're getting better 
and better each game and I love working 
with them.”

In the meantime, the Tigers would settle 
for a share of the League III-E title should 
they find a way to knock off Haldane and 
salvage a split with the Blue Devils on Feb. 
8th… winner takes all!
Visions of COUNTY CENTER in Their Heads

Don’t be surprised when gold balls are 
being hoisted about by local teams in early 
March when the Westchester County 
Center plays hosts to what we suspect 
could be one of our best showings in recent 
history. Reigning four-time NYS champion 
Ossining is favored to win the Section 
1 Class AA title for an unprecedented 
seventh-straight season. 

Everybody’s choice for Player of the 
Year was at it again last Friday night in 
Ossining’s 96-35 thumping of Yorktown. 
UConn-bound senior Andra Espinoza-
Hunter settled for 32 points and eight 
rebounds in just over one half before 
taking a seat. C Kailah Harris added a 
double-double with 16 points and 11 
rebounds in a shade over a half. The state-
ranked (No.4) Pride improved to 12-3 and 
remain the No.1-ranked team among all 
public schools, so you can pen them in for 
another Final 4 and then some, but they 
will have to destroy a field full of Catholic 
powers, including state-ranked Ursuline, 
Lourdes and Magnus. Pride Coach Dan 
Ricci, who has long opposed the Catholics 
competing in the public tourney, must be 
thrilled at the prospects of doing so…

The glut of Class A title contenders 
is impressive this season, and the locals 
are fully represented in what should be 
a wide-open tournament with plenty of 
shock value. County Center hopefuls 
like top-ranked Somers (13-5), No.2 Hen 
Hud (10-4), No.3 Panas (11-5) and No.4 
Lakeland (11-4) are all Final 4-worthy 
teams should they tap into their potential. 

Peekskill (7-7) and Brewster (7-9) have 
also had their moments this season and 
can never be overlooked.

Somers, under first-year boss Marc 
Hattem, just clinched the League II-C title 
and is ranked No.16 in NYS while Hen 
Hud, Lakeland and Panas are honorably 
mentioned, so those with any say in the 
polls list Somers as the favorites in Section 
1; now that all the Catholics have moved 
to Class AA. 

Panas F Melissa Keefe hit the game-
winning shot with 6.0 seconds left and 
scored a team-high 12 points in the 
Panthers’ 46-45 win over Hen Hud.

We’ll settle for two teams getting to the 
County Center but all four would be quite 
a delight in what has already been a special 
year for local Class A clubs in Northern 
Westchester…

Class C Haldane (12-3) is also favored to 
win, as Coach Tyrone “See Dog” Searight 
has played a grueling schedule to get his 
state-ranked (No.22) Blue Devils (12-3) 
prepped for their annual run at sectional 
and state-wide glory.
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Panas F Yvette Burcescu has a look at the iron as 
Lakeland’s Jessica Ascenceo defends in Hornets’ 
Giglio Games win over Panthers Saturday.

By Tony Pinciaro
Putnam Valley may have been one of 

the smaller schools in the annual Peter 
Caruso Memorial Wrestling Tournament 
at Mahopac, but the Tigers had the  
largest roar.

The Tigers boasted three champions – 
Mike Bruno (113 pounds), Satoshi Abe 
(126) and Kyle Sams (132) – to highlight 
the Section 1 competition in the 18-team 
field. The other Section 1 teams were 
Ardsley, Brewster, Byram Hills, Carmel, 
Lakeland/Panas, Mahopac, Peekskill, R.C. 
Ketcham, Somers and Yorktown.

Abe was a 13-8 victor over Somers’ Billy 
DiBenedetto in the final. Bruno pinned 
his title-match opponent and Sams won a 
thrilling 4-2 decision in overtime.

Brewster junior Grant Cuomo 
continued his outstanding season, 
pinning his way to the 160-pound title. 
Carmel’s Matt Purdy was the other local 
wrestler with a championship, winning 
the 145-pound title.

The tournament was also a homecoming 
for Putnam Valley coach Will Carano and 
Brewster coach Tom Looby, both former 
Mahopac wrestling standouts. Carano 
was a Section 1 champion.

Abe, who will attend Lehigh in 
September and wrestle, now owns a 
trio of tournament titles -- the Caruso, 
Patriot (John Jay-East Fishkill) and Kohl 
(Suffern).

Wrestling in the Caruso tournament 
kept Putnam Valley sharp as the Tigers 
have two weeks until the Section 1 
Division II (small school) Wrestling 

Championships at Edgemont. It also 
showed the large schools that despite 
Putnam Valley’s classification, it can flex 
its wrestling muscle with the big boys.

“Wrestling in the Caruso tournament 
has become a great way for my teammates 
and I to prepare for sectionals because 
it has a lot of competition and depth 
that gives us a good preview for the 
postseason,” Abe said.

“Putnam Valley has always had a small 
team in a small school, but all of our 
guys are really competitive and can hang 
with a number of top big schools around 
the section, which we have shown at 
tournaments such as the Caruso when we 
outscore a number of big-school teams. 
To me it means that we are doing the 
right things in our room and plenty of our 
guys are training all year round, at clubs 
like Iowa Style Wrestling where all three 
champs have trained.”

Along with the three champs, Owen 
McDonald (106 pounds) and Constantine 
George (285) placed third, Will Carano 
was fourth at 113 pounds and Dean Appel 
took fifth at 145 pounds. 

Cuomo adds the Caruso title to 
the prestigious Eastern States Classic 
championship he won earlier this month. 
He is also a Patriot (John Jay-East Fishkill) 
tournament victor.

Cuomo noted that Brewster looks 
forward to wrestling in the Caruso 
tournament.

“The wrestling world is a small one, and 
everyone knows everyone else,” Cuomo 
said. “Because of that, Coach Looby wants 

us to do the best we can, even more so at 
his home-town tournament. So it is great 
to do well there, especially for him.”

Cuomo and his teammates, as well as all 
of the Section 1 large schools will compete 
in the qualifier for the Section 1 Divison 
I (large school) Wrestling Championships 
Saturday at four sites – New Rochelle, 
John Jay-Cross River, North Rockland and 
R.C. Ketcham. The top four finishers in 
each weight class advance to the Section 
1 Division II Wrestling Championships/
New York State Qualifier, Saturday-
Sunday, Feb. 11-12 at Arlington (Saturday) 
and Clarkstown South (Sunday).

The Caruso tournament also gave 
Cuomo a scouting report.

“The local competition there gives us 
a good look at what we are dealing with 
next week at divisionals,” said Cuomo, a 
2016 Section 1 champion. “I am looking to 
getting in some good matches to prepare 
me for sectionals, I want to sharpen my 
offense there to make sure I'm on point for 
sectionals as well.”

The North Rockland site features 
Arlington, Harrison, East Ramapo, 
Hendrick Hudson, Nyack, Rye and the 
host school.

“All the teams in my division have 
solid programs, and solid wrestlers, most 
coming out of Iowa Style Wrestling, 
where I train in the off season and in 
season,” Cuomo said. “With that in mind I 
wouldn't be surprised at all if the wrestlers 
I know from ISW will be doing good in the 
division, and the tournaments to come.”

Brewster’s Jack Muentener (145 pounds) 
finished second and Alex Goldberg (113 
pounds) placed sixth.

The Caruso tournament has special 
meaning for Mahopac’s Garrett Semenetz, 
who ws the 99-pound runner-up.

“My whole life I've been very close to 
the Caruso family,” said the 2016 Section 

1 Division I 99-pound champion. “It's an 
honor to be able to wrestle every year in 
honor of Pete. As for the team, it's allows 
us to show what Mahopac wrestling is 
made of.”

Semenetz said having the Caruso 
tournament one week before divisionals is 
advantageous to the wrestlers.

“The Caruso tournament allows a lot 
of wrestlers to gauge what little skills they 
need to improve on before the postseason 
starts,” Semenetz said. “The tournament 
is so close to divisionals that it lets us 
wrestlers know how we'll perform for the 
postseason.”

Mahopac will be at John Jay-Cross 
River, along with Fox Lane, Somers, 
Beacon, Carmel, Scarsdale, Clarkstown 
South, White Plains and the host.

Mahopac also had Mike Muldoon (120) 
and Mike Rivera (220) place second, 
Mike Nathenson (220) finished third and 
Frankie Scauzillo (99) was fifth.

Yorktown had five placefinishers, 
highlighted by Dean Patieron (106) who 
placed fourth. Matt Stegmeier (182), Owen 
McGivney (195) and Tyler Rodriguez 
(220) were all fifth and Thomas Carson 
(285) finished sixth. The Cornhuskers will 
return to coach Eric Fama’s alma-mater, 
New Rochelle. Fama was a sectional 
champion.

Lakeland/Panas, which will also be at 
New Rochelle, had a pair of second-place 
finishers – Brandon DiDomenico (113) 
and Kevin Moore (170).

Carmel, which will be at John Jay, had 
five other top-six finishers to join champ 
Matt Purdy. Rico Cardova (170) finished 
fourth and the quartet of Jaydon Boscia 
(126), Dorain McMath (138), Ben Rivera 
(152) and Jon Aldave (285) all placed fifth.

Somers, also at John Jay, had a runnerup 
in Matt Kelly (152) and Sean Freebern 
(220) was fourth.
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Putnam Valley’s Mikey Bruno was one of  three Tigers crowned champion at the Mahopac tourney.

Brew/Town Hockey Wins Two 
More, Improves to 10-2-2

In its first combined season, ever, the 
Brewster/Yorktown ice hockey squad 
(knows as BrewTown) is pulling off quite 
a successful campaign, which shouldn’t 
come as much of a surprise given the 
history of the programs. Successful on 
their own in the past, the merger has 
produced a club with an 8-2-2 overall 
record (4-1 in League C) and has a league 
title within its grasp on February 6th 
against second place Horace Greeley.
Local Standings

Brewster/Yorktown 10-2-2
Mahopac 10-5-1
Somers/North Salem 8-7-1
Lakeland/Panas 7-9-1
Carmel 6-9
 Hen Hud 4-13

Top 10 Local Points Leaders thru Jan.27:
Christian Jimenez (Lake/Panas) 38
Brandon LaSpina (Somers/NSalem) 33
Gianfranco Pulice (Mahopac) 29
Nick Smith (Carmel) 26

Brian O’Shea (Mahopac) 26
T.J. McKee (Mahopac) 25
Brett Hanson (Hen Hud) 24
A.J. Cappello (Lake/Panas) 26
Matt Sillcocks (Lake/Panas) 26
Michael Isola (Brew/York) 24
Jake Alfonzetti (Carmel) 23
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Brew-Town’s Michael Isola leads the team in 
scoring with 24 points

THE SHRUB OAK ATHLETIC CLUB
SPRING REGISTRATION:

Softball Ages 5-16 Years Old $140 
Baseball Ages 5-17 Years Old $140
Girls Volleyball: Grades 3-12 $110

Registration: COPPER BEECH MIDDLE SCHOOL CAFETERIA

 FINAL REGISTRATION 
SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY 4TH 9AM - 12PM

 
For More Information Call: 914-962-7099 (Leave Message) or

ShrubOakAC.org

Lakeland’s Alexa Cole defends Somers’ Livy 
Rosenzweig in Tuskers win over Hornets last 
Wednesday.

Panas G Kat Reynoso has inside track on 
Lakeland’s Jessica Ascenceo in Hornets’ in over 
Panthers in Giglio Games last Saturday.

Panas’ Melissa Keefe defends Lakeland’s high-
flying Kelsey Walsh in Hornets’ win over Panthers 
Saturday at Giglio Games. 

Put Valley freshman 
Kelli Venezia is leading 
the charge among the 
emerging young players in 
the Valley.
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Putnam Valley sophomore F Johnny Millicker (34) drives and dishes in the Tigers’ 55-44 win over visiting North Salem last Wednesday, which the Tigers followed up with a 51-31 drubbing of  visiting Pawling for 
youthful PV’s third-straight triumph... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Johnny 
Hoops!
Surging 
Putnam 
Valley Wins 
3rd Straight, 
Beats 
N. Salem, 
55-44


