
By David Propper
Putnam County and New York 

State officials took their oaths of office 
Friday night inside the historic county 
courthouse, as a New Year got underway. 

State senators Terrence Murphy and 
Sue Serino were sworn in, as well as 
longtime state Assemblywoman Sandy 
Galef and newly minted Assemblyman 

Kevin Byrne. Returning county lawmaker 
Carl Albano began his third term and 
newcomers Paul Jonke and Neal Sullivan 
began their county Legislature careers. 
Justice James Reitz was sworn in for 
another ten-year term.

With a capacity crowd on hand, elected 
officials brimming with optimism across 
the board thanked supporters and vowed 

to work on behalf of the constituents they 
represent.

Murphy, a Republican, said the last 
two years in the senate has flown by. 
During that tenure, Murphy believes his 
office has done good work, including 
fighting against the heroin crisis and 
helping veterans get the services they 
need. Starting on Jan. 1, it’ll be easier to 
get insurance companies to cover drug 
treatment for those addicts suffering, he 
noted.  

Murphy vowed to continue a steadfast 

work ethic the next two years. 
“It has been an absolute privilege to 

do what I do,” Murphy said. “You put us 
in these positions to represent you the 
people and let’s never forget that.”

Serino, also a Republican lawmaker, 
noted she has a passion for senior citizen 
issues like combatting elder abuse and 
will further that cause this year. She said 
her son jokes with her the words “Serino” 
and “senior” have the same letters in it. 

“As crazy as it sounds, I can’t wait to get 
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Matt Simone was hoping, he said, for a New Year’s Day baby and the new dad got 
his wish. The Simones, of  Poughquag, greeted 2017 with the birth of  their first 
child, a girl. Sophia Rae Simone was the first baby born on New Year’s Day at 
Putnam Hospital Center, making her debut at 10:49 a.m., and weighing 7 pounds, 
8 ounces and 19.25 inches long. “It’s exciting,” said mom, Amanda Simone. “It’s a 
good birthday to have.” The newborn came two days before her due date and the 
parents did not know whether they were having a girl or boy. “This is a perfect way 
to start the New Year,” Amanda Simone said, while kissing her baby girl’s cheeks.

Couple Welcomes 1st Baby 
Born in Putnam in 2017

DAVID PROPPER PHOTOS
New state Assemblyman Kevin Byrne is sworn in for the first time in his life.
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Legislator Carl Albano, with his wife by his side, is sworn in for another three years.
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By David Propper
With a Patterson teenager still missing, 

New York State Police are asking for the 
public’s help in locating her.

Patricia Figueroa, 19, was last seen at 
Grand Central Station exiting a Metro-
North train after she was previously seen 
at the Patterson Train Station on Dec. 24. 
There have been no updates as of Monday 
afternoon at press time regarding the 

search. 
Figueroa is approximately 5-foot, 

3-inches, and weighs about 160 pounds, 
state police said in a press release. She 
has brown eyes and reddish-brown hair. 
Figueroa is mentally disabled and suffers 
from anxiety, according to authorities. 

Anyone with information regarding 
Figueroa’s whereabouts, please contact 
the New York State Police in Brewster by 
calling (845)-677-7300 or 911. 

With Plea for Help, Search for 
Patterson Teenager Continues

PROVIDED PHOTO
Patterson resident Patricia Figueroa, 19, is still 
missing as of  Monday afternoon.
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Quality guaranteed!
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A New Year Starts, the Old One Ends
Call Sclafani

Q: What is non-invasive breast cancer?   
A: You may have heard of a condition called Stage 0 
breast cancer. The most common type is DCIS (ductal 
carcinoma in situ), and involves the proliferation of 
abnormal cells within a woman’s milk ducts. Left 
untreated, these cells can develop into invasive breast 
cancer that spreads outside the duct into surrounding 
tissue. DCIS is considered malignant but is non-invasive; 
it has not spread from where it originated. Be aware, 
however, that about 80 to 85 percent of invasive breast 
cancers initially arise within the milk ducts.

Q: How is DCIS detected? 
A: It rarely presents as a lump you can feel. Typically, 
DCIS is detected by a screening mammogram as a 
cluster of calcifications (calcium deposits). If considered 
suspicious, a biopsy will be performed. For every 100 
clusters biopsied, 22 percent will be cancerous; of that 
group, about 80 percent will be DCIS, and a percentage 
of these will develop into invasive breast cancer. 

Q: What are my treatment options?
A: If a biopsy shows you have DCIS, your breast surgeon 
might recommend additional testing – such as an

ultrasound or MRI – before advising on surgery. Most 
women have a lumpectomy procedure to remove the 
cancerous tissue. You might also receive follow-up 
treatment, such as radiation or Tamoxifen hormone 
therapy. Outcomes for women treated for DCIS are 
outstanding: Ten-year data shows that their survival 
rate approaches 100 percent. 

Q: What can I expect if I have this procedure? 
A: Gather all the facts about the extent of your DCIS. 
Your breast surgeon will help evaluate the risk of it 
developing into invasive breast cancer by reviewing 
family history and ethnic origin, and may recommend 
genetic testing. Getting a second opinion is essential. At 
The Breast Institute at Northern Westchester Hospital, 
we only proceed if, after our pathology department 
reviews an outside biopsy report, our own pathologists 
agree with its findings. Above all, remember that “What 
if I do nothing?” is a perfectly legitimate question to ask. 

Understanding Non-Invasive Breast Cancer
What you need to know about screening 
and treatment options…

Anthony C. Cahan, MD, FACS
Chief, Breast Surgical Services
The Breast Institute
Northern Westchester Hospital

www.nwhbreastinstitute.org/DrCahan

Ask the doctor

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Did you know?
Ten-year data shows that the survival rate for 
women treated for DCIS approaches 100 percent.

Learn about complete 
breast health, visit 
www.nwhbreastinstitute.org
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By David Propper
In 2017, it appears Tilly Foster Farm 

is going to enter the food and beverage 
business. 

Putnam County government, which 
owns the historic and newly renovated 
farm, has sent out a Request for Proposal  
(RFP) for a food, beverage and catering 
service to work on the Tilly Foster Farm 
grounds in Southeast. The move by the 
county is the latest shift for the farm 
that has already opened an educational 
institute through Putnam-Northern 
Westchester BOCES. Businesses could 
start sending in paperwork on Dec. 16 
and have until Jan. 13 before 1 p.m.

Last week in an interview as 2016 
was winding down, County Executive 
MaryEllen Odell said the food and 
beverage set up would be similar to what 
the county has done with the Putnam 
County Golf Course in Mahopac. The 
county executive’s office and several 
lawmakers have lauded the golf course’s 
business model as profitable. She 
mentioned the Tilly Foster plan could be 
a “restaurant-like farm to table” venture 
in the farm’s lodge and the grounds itself. 

“We want to see what people bring to 
the table, no pun intended,” Odell said. 
“What they think we can expect from the 
Tilly Foster property.”

Odell said the food and beverage side 
of the farm would not interfere with the 

BOCES agreement and the eventual 
operator would only be able to host 
events Friday-Sunday and other dates 
where school isn’t in session. The selected 
vendor would have use of the commercial 
kitchen and facilities in its entirety and be 
responsible for its upkeep, Odell said. 

The goal is for the farm to be self-
sustaining and become a regional 
destination, Odell said.

And BOCES might be expanding the 
programs it already offers at the farm 
and add an evening adult culinary arts 
program, bioscience and equine classes. 

“We’d like to see that partnership 
expand,” Odell said of BOCES. 

Legislators contacted about the Request 
for Proposal weren’t aware of it. While 
lawmakers don’t need to be in the loop 
about a RFP, they would need to eventually 

approve whichever business the county 
executive’s branch puts forward. 

Odell said the public meetings two 
years ago about the direction to take the 
farm set up what her administration is 
now pursuing. The next RFP the county 
could be sending out is an operator for 
organic farming, Odell said, planning to 
do so in the next few months. 

 “We felt it was a priority to have an 
educational piece and at the same time 
maintain the historical integrity of our 
county’s agricultural heritage,” Odell said. 

‘We felt it was a 
priority to have an 
educational piece 
and at the same 

time maintain the 
historical integrity 

of our county’s 
agricultural heritage.’- 

County Executive 
MaryEllen Odell

Vendors Wanted for Food Services at Tilly Foster

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Tilly Foster Farm is entering the food and beverage business in 2017.

 

for for

®
………



January 3 - January 9, 2017 The Putnam Examiner4

By David Propper 
The battle over the Butterfield 

redevelopment that has embroiled the 
Village of Cold Spring for years could 
now take a turn to the judicial courts after 
developer Paul Guillaro filed intent to sue 
the village in a court briefing from early 
December.

Guillaro, which has started 
construction where the old Julia 
Butterfield Hospital site used to be, filed 
notice in New York State Court of Claims 
against the Cold Spring government for 
$2.5 million because current and former 

village officials intentionally delayed and 
attempted to thwart the overall project, 
the notice states. The claim specifically 
zeroes in on Mayor Dave Merandy, a 
longtime skeptic of the project. 

Claiming the village led by Merandy 
interfered with the project on a consistent 
basis for no legitimate public purpose, 
officials “delayed progress by over a year 
and caused an explosion of inappropriate 
expenses,” according to legal papers filed 
on Dec. 5.

The notice alleged Merandy unlawfully 
assumed jurisdiction and interfered with 

all aspects of the project without authority 
and for personal reasons. He declined 
comment in the Highland Current and 
Putnam County News and Recorder.

The notice, filed by attorney Salvatore 
Ferlazzo of an Albany-based law firm, 
stated moving the senior center from 
Building 2 to the Lahey Pavilion was 
minor and didn’t need to be reviewed by 
the Cold Spring planning board, headed 
by chairman Matt Francisco.  

The planning board, before approving 
the change, went over traffic flow and 
parking requirements. Eventually, 

a reduction in parking and other 
improvements were agreed on. 

The notice also alleged Building 3 was 
delayed for more than a year and the 
village kept charging Butterfield Realty 
unlawfully because all charges should’ve 
been included in the application fees. 
The notice accuses the village of charging 
consultant fees to Guillaro that were 
inconsistent with state law and due process 
because they’re were either unrelated to 
the Butterfield project or excessive when 
connected to the proposal.

The notice also slams the village for 
delaying or in some cases shielding lawful 
Freedom of Information Law requests 
and if and when all those documents 
are revealed, “will demonstrate the full 
extent of the illegality of the actions taken 
by the village.” The village also failed to 
comply with Open Meetings Law, holding 
“improper” executive sessions outside of 
the public’s view in order to stymie the 
project, the notice claims. 

Butterfield Developer Files Notice of Suit Against Cold Spring

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Developer Paul Guillaro at the groundbreaking for 
the new senior center in Cold Spring more than a 
year ago.

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
The Cold Spring planning board at a past meeting 
involving Butterfield.
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By David Propper
One of the Putnam County’s most 

fervent watchdogs celebrated the end of 
2016 with a legal victory over the Town 
of Patterson and one of Putnam’s biggest 
developers. 

Southeast resident and land 
preservation activist Ann Fanizzi won 
an appeal against Patterson Crossing 
developer Paul Camarda and the 
Patterson planning board, in which New 
York State’s appellate division, second 
judicial department ruled Fanizzi should 
have had access to Patterson Crossing 
documents the town previously denied 
her. While the architectural drawings 
under question were not formally 
submitted to the town, the court ruled 
they were still records and Fanizzi should 
have had access under the state law 
because those drawings were kept for a 
time by a town official.

A previous lower court ruling, 
handed down by state Supreme Court 
Francis Nicolai, dismissed Fanizzi’s 
case and compelled her to pay the town 
and developer nearly $20,000 for legal 
expenses because it was considered a 
frivolous lawsuit. 

According to court documents, in 
2012 Fanizzi attended planning board 
meetings anytime Patterson Crossing 
was on the docket. When it wasn’t on the 

agenda on May 31, 2012, she didn’t attend 
the meeting, but called the next day and 
was told that new plans existed but were 
“work products unavailable to the public.”

Fanizzi filed a Freedom of Information 
Law request a few days later, but when 
she came to town hall to look at the new 
plans, none were included in the project 
file. After leaving the office, she spoke 

with a former planning board chairman 
who told her new plans did exist and 
should’ve been in the planning board’s 
office.

A couple months later, minutes from 
the May 31 meeting revealed former 
town planner and now Supervisor Rich 
Williams said he was working with 
architects on Patterson Crossing plans 
to come up with a different design. 
Following that, Fanizzi requested all 
plans related to Patterson Crossing, but 
Williams in an affidavit stated Camarda 
left the plans in his office with the promise 
to retrieve them, which he eventually did 
shortly afterward.

The controversial Patterson Crossing 
got its approvals last year, including 
putting in place a gas station that could 
make a Costco a reality in Putnam. 

Fanizzi’s attorney, Jim Bacon of New 
Paltz, said he presented a case that if a 
citizen can walk into a public meeting 
and look at plans on a planning board 
table, the next day the person should be 
able to get a copy of those plans. He said a 
number of the appellate division justices 
were “disturbed” by the town’s refusal to 
give the plans to Fanizzi.

“It’s a very important case to say that 
a town doesn’t have the sole discretion 
to decide what is a record,” Bacon said, 
later adding. “If we had not won, then 

any municipality or any governmental 
agency could decide that a document 
in their possession is not a record, does 
not exist because it’s not part of a formal 
application. That’s a very dangerous 
precedent to set.”

Williams, the town supervisor, said 
in an interview, the town board was 
contemplating whether it would go 
forward with the next step of litigation 
and appeal. The second judicial 
department didn’t understand the issues 
at hand in the case, Williams said, calling 
the ruling very disappointing.

“Because the FOIL request we did not 
respond to was for a document that did 
not exist at the time,” Williams said. “We 
didn’t receive an actual site plan showing 
a gas station, which was what the FOIL 
request was for.”

Camarda said the documents Fanizzi 
wanted were offered to her and were even 
included in legal papers. 

Bacon said the town was trying to 
“narrow down” what Fanizzi requested. 

Regardless of what Patterson decides 
to do, Fanizzi was gratified with this 
legal win. She even put her house up as 
collateral to pay the attorneys’ fee and 
said she had sleepless nights as the appeal 
hung over her head. 

Fanizzi concluded, “Sometimes the 
good guys win.”

Putnam Watchdog Wins Legal Fight Against Patterson, Developer

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Southeast resident and Patterson Crossing 
opponent Ann Fanizzi.
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Designer Handbags, Scarfs & Clothes-Michael Kors, 
Furla, A. Papel, Badgley Mischka, Zohar. Jewelry, 

Books-Art, Cookbooks, Kitchenware, Lladro, Pottery, 
Rosenthal, MCM Collectables, Linens, Antique Mirror, 

Bakers Rack, Tools ++PricedToSell
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back to Albany,” Serino said. 
Galef, the sole Democrat to be sworn 

in, went more into the weeds about her 
last two years in the state assembly. She 
said the past year in Albany was “really 
good,” highlighting more education aid 
for local schools, raising the minimum 
wage, and adopting paid family leave. 

Galef was looking forward to another 
session in the state legislature to address 
issues like ride sharing, environmental 
causes, and ethics laws. 

“I just look forward to working with 
all of you and listening to your issues, 
concerns, and hopefully we’ll have a 
wonderful 2017,” Galef said. 

Byrne, replacing outspoken Steve Katz, 
said he was ready to work with his fellow 
state lawmakers that represent the county. 
Byrne, a Republican, hopes to help restore 
public trust in state government and 
emphasize ethics reform. 

“We have great local elected officials 
here in Putnam County, but we’ve got to 
make sure that they’re doing right in New 
York State as well,” Byrne said. 

County Judge James Reitz, elected to 
another ten-year term, said it’s been an 
honor to serve the residents that gave him 
a chance ten years ago to serve as a county 
justice. Helping residents solve problems 
is the key to public service, Reitz said. 

“Together, there’s not an issue or 

problem we can’t solve,” Reitz said. “And 
it’s our respect and decency and kindness 
for all that we can accomplish anything 
we want.”

Three Republican legislators were also 
sworn in, resulting in an all-Republican 
legislature for the 2017 year.

Albano said he’s been blessed to be part 
of county government and the county 
has accomplished a lot in the past several 
years.

Jonke thanked Roger Gross, the now 
former legislator for district 6. He said 
Gross and another former legislator, 
Tony Hay, set an example for him. He 
hopes to serve with the same “honor and 
distinction.” 

Jonke added he’d give anything to see 
the look on his father’s face as he was 
sworn in. His father died 19 years ago, 
with Jonke noting, “he’d probably be the 
last person to think I’d be sworn into a 
county office seat.”

“But I think he’d be proud,” Jonke said. 
“And I hope I make you all proud.”

And finally Sullivan said he was grateful 
to be part of “shining group of people 
being sworn in.” He called it a blessing to 
live in Putnam most of his life, noting all 
the different people that makes Putnam a 
proud county.

“We all love this community and we 
care a great deal about it,” Sullivan said. 
“It’s a great place to have a business, to 
raise a family.”

Elected Officials Across Putnam Take Oaths of Office
continued from page 1

New Legislator Paul Jonke takes the oath of  office with his daughter by his side.

The only Democrat in attendance, Assemblywoman Sandy Galef, is sworn in by Kent Supervisor Maureen 
Fleming.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTOS
State Senator Terrence Murphy speaks after he’s 
sworn in for his second term.

Popular Judge James Reitz is sworn in. Reitz actually helped several elected officials take their oaths of  
office Friday night.

State Senator Sue Serino is sworn in for her 
second term.

New Legislator Neal Sullivan takes his oath of  office. 
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By Anna Young
The Brewster School District 

announced the establishment of the 
Brewster Community Learning Center 
(BCLC) at its Board of Education meeting 
on Dec. 20. 

With the district’s $38.9 million 
construction project underway, the Board 
of Education agreed the taxpayers who 
are responsible for this upgrade deserve 
the opportunity to use the new facilities. 
After successfully forming a Community 
Learning Center in the Clarkstown 
Central School District, Superintendent 
of Schools, Dr. Valerie Henning feels 
strongly that Brewster residents will 
benefit from having a place to explore 
their hobbies and interests.

“Creating courses and programs in our 
buildings is a way to thank the community 
and give them a reason to continue to 
support our schools,” Henning said. 

With almost half of Brewster residents 
no longer involved in the school system, 
the BCLC is designed to unite the 
community by giving residents learning 
opportunities by participating in 
recreational and academic programs.

The BCLC will open to the public 
in March offering classes such as yoga, 
painting, scrapbooking, photography, 
computer technology, world languages 

and financial literacy. 
In January, community members will 

have an opportunity to complete a survey 
to add additional programs that peek 
their interest and meet their needs. 

Classes will be held at CV Starr 
Intermediate, H.H. Wells Middle School 
and Brewster High School with programs 
meeting once a week, for six to ten weeks. 
Programs will be held in the evening on 
weeknights with times subject to change 
on weekends and during summer recess. 

With classes ranging from $60-$85, 
a membership will be put in place for 

residents who are interested in taking 
more than one class. A senior rate will 
also be included for residents over 60.

Despite classes geared towards 
accommodating adults, few courses such 
as math, science, and pre-engineering 
will be offered to students who desire 
additional learning.

“We are so proud to start this program,” 
Henning said. “The BOE is excited to 
begin the process.”

The BOE will publish the BCLC 
brochure and open registration in 
February.

Brewster Schools Announce Community Learning Center

DAVID PROPPER PHOTOS
CV Starr Intermediate (above) and Brewster High 
School with both house classes for community 
members starting in March.

If you’re considering weight loss 
surgery, attend a seminar to 
learn what’s involved.

TTY/Accessibility: 800.421.1220

Join us for an educational seminar, where you 
can learn more about the bariatric surgery 
program, including advanced surgical 
techniques, nutritional counseling and 
support programs.

Call 845.230.4797 to reserve your spot.

healthquest.org/WeightLossSurgery

January 19, 2017 
4:30–5:30pm
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Putnam County continues to offer 
high school, college and graduate school 
students the opportunity to apply for 
paid and unpaid summer internship 
opportunities in County Government 
as part of the Putnam Invests in Leaders 
of Tomorrow (PILOT) Program.  Those 
interested must apply by January 20, 
2017 via the Putnam County Personnel 
website at www.putnamcountyny.com/

personnel.
County Executive MaryEllen Odell 

introduced the concept of PILOT in 
2013.  “We have excellent schools in 
Putnam County, said Odell. “Many of our 
high school graduates go on to pursue 
advanced degrees and we want them 
to avail themselves of career training 
and employment opportunities here in 
the county. We want to keep our young 

skilled citizens here to ensure a thriving 
and dynamic community in the future.”

Eligible participants must be Putnam 
County residents who are graduate, 
under graduate or high school students 
in their junior or senior year.  Applicants 
must be at least 16 years of age. For 
college students, a GPA of 3.0 or higher 
is recommended.  

The 2017 Summer PILOT program 

will run for eight weeks from May 
through August 2017, depending on 
student availability.  Internship hours, 
are typically 28 hours a week, and 
will be coordinated with Department 
supervisors.  Online filing instructions are 
posted to the Putnam County Personnel 
website at www.putnamcountyny.com/
personnel.

Kelly Anne Grimmer
Kelly Anne Grimmer, 37, a life-long 

resident of Carmel, died on December 
24, at Regional Hospice of Danbury, 
CT.  She was born on November 20, 
1979 to Charles and Linda (Turcio) 
Grimmer in New York City. Kelly was 
a Lead Counselor at Open Gate in 
Somers.   Kelly is survived by her loving 
parents, Linda and Charles Grimmer, her 
beloved husband Jason Jackson, her two 
cherished and beloved children; Jason 
Alleric Jackson and Ty Jackson and her 
sister; Linda Jean Thomas.

Scott John Holland
Scott John Holland died on Dec. 26. 

He was born to Robert and Deborah 
(King) Holland on May 5, 1984, at United 
Hospital in Port Chester. Scott lived in 
Brewster his entire life and graduated 
from Brewster High School. After high 
school, Scott worked for his brother and 
was assistant manager for The Athlete’s 
Source in Stamford, CT. Besides his 
parents, Scott is survived by his three 
brothers, Jason Holland of Brewster, 
David and William Holland of Tuscon, 
AZ. Donations may be made in Scott’s 
name to Kennedy Krieger Institute for 
ALD, 707 North Broadway, Baltimore, 
MD 21205.

Helen M. Donohue
Helen M. Donohue, of Hopewell 

Junction, formerly of Brewster, died 
Wednesday December 28, at Westchester 
Medical Center. She was 81 Years old.

Helen was born on October 14, 1935 
in Burlington, VT, daughter of the late 
Horace and Blanche (Caise) Beaudwin. 
She graduated from Stratford High 
School in Stratford CT. On June 9, 1956 
she married the love of her life William J. 
Donohue at Mahopac Methodist Church. 
Together they moved to Brewster, and 
raised their daughter Julie. He predeceased 
her on September 15, 1991. Mrs. Donohue 
was not only a mother to her daughter 
but the entire neighborhood. She never 
had an empty house and enjoyed taking 
care of all her ‘kids’. She enjoyed reading 
and coloring in adult coloring books. She 
could out walk anyone who joined her on 
her daily 5-mile walks. Helen is survived 
by her daughter; Julie Donohue of 
Hopewell Junction, her siblings; George 

Beaudwin, Nancy Murray and Joan Pullo 
and several nieces and nephews. She was 
predeceased by her sister Joyce Beaudwin 
and Ruth Murray.

Joseph M. Welsh
Joseph M. Welsh, of Mahopac died 

Thursday December 29, at NYU Langone 
Medical Center in New York City. He was 
70 years old. Joe was born February 21, 
1946 in Philadelphia, PA, son to Thomas 
and the late Kathleen (Myers) Welsh. He 
attended Trenton Regional High School 
and graduated from Haddon Heights 
High School Haddon Heights, NJ. Joseph 
attended Western CT State University 
after he re enlisted. From 1966- 1974 he 
had tours of duty in Phu Bai, Vietnam, 
Berlin, Germany and Fukuoka, Japan. 
Joe was very proud to serve during the 
Vietnam War. He retired for a few years 
and reenlisted in 1991 and served for 
another 3 years. Joe married Barbara M. 
Geocos on July 4, 2004 in the backyard of 
their home in Mahopac. Mr. Welsh was 
a drummer in his youth and continued 
his passion in local bands once he retired 
from the US Army. He was also an artist, 
taking photographs and creating new 
works of art with them. Joe was a member 
of many associations and clubs. His 
greatest passion in life however was his 
grandchildren, he tried to do everything 
with them despite health issues that 
slowed him down. Joseph is survived 
by his wife Barbara, his step daughters; 
Patricia (Patrick) Keane of Trumbull, CT 
and Tammy (Emilio) Mei of Wappinger 
Falls, his step daughter-in-law Lisa Geocos 
of Pawling, his brother; Thomas Welsh 
of Florida and his 8 step grandchildren; 
Thomas and Jason Keane, Gabriella, 
Grace and Dominic Mei, Shea, Luke and 
Travis Geocos. He was predeceased by his 
step son Thomas on March 2, 2010.

A funeral service will be held on 
Tuesday January 3, at 11 a.m. at Beecher 
Funeral Home, 1 Putnam Avenue, 
Brewster. Interment will be private and at 
the convenience of the family. 

Maria Barletta Serino
Maria Barletta Serino died on Thursday 

December 29, at Northern Westchester 
Hospital, Mt. Kisco, surrounded by her 
family at the age of 96. She was born in 
Pietradefusi, Avellino Italy on July 9, 1920 

to Giovanni Barletta and Edvige Carrozza 
. On May 7, 1942 she married Attilio 
Serino and together they immigrated to 
America in 1963 and established residence 
in Mahopac. Maria and Attilio were 
married for 49 years before his passing in 
January 1991. She is survived by her sons, 
Vincenzo (Victoria) of Carmel, Carmelo 
(Cynthia) of Pleasantville, Americo 
(Maria) of Mahopac, John (Dianne) of 
Sandwich, MA and Roland (Stephanie) 
of East Greenwich RI, 13 Grandchildren 
and several great grandchildren. She is 
predeceased by her daughter Carmela 
and son Gerardo. We will all miss her 
smile, warm heart and endless energy. 
Maria loved spending time with family, 
knitting, crochet and baking, especially 
at the holidays. She was a devoted wife, 

mother and friend and will be greatly 
missed by all who knew her.

Tom Lotrecchiano
Tom Lotrecchiano, longtime resident 

of Mahopac, recently of Rhinebeck died 
peacefully December 29, at the age of 
92. He was born to Alfonso and Rose 
Lotrecchiano on August 20, 1924 in 
Brooklyn and was raised in Brewster. 
Tom is survived by his beloved wife 
of 69 years Louise Veschi; they were 
married on June 8, 1948 in Mahopac. 
He is also survived by his daughters, 
Diane Holmes and her husband Richard 
of Sunapee NH, Donna Meyer and her 
husband Richie of Staatsburg, Lisa O’Neil 
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NY Dance Faktor y 
Putnam Valley

Business 

of the Week
By Neal Rentz

The NY Dance Faktory has been a 
popular business located on Route 202 in 
Cortlandt for the past four years.

But the business is scheduled to move 
to downtown Putnam Valley, with classes 
beginning on January 2.

Peekskill resident Cindy Hadjidion 
explained last week why she decided to 
move her establishment. “It was a good 
opportunity that came at the right time. 
My lease was up at the end of the year,” 
she said. “It’s a great, great location.” 

The new site is about five times as 
large as the roughly 1,000-square-foot 
Cortlandt location, she said. The bigger 
location will now allow her to offer two 
classes that can take place at the same 
time because there will be two studios.

To mark its move to Putnam Valley, NY 
Dance Faktory will host an open house 
on Sunday, January 8. Free classes for all 
ages will be held all day at the open house. 
“People can come in and look around. 
They can take a class. There’s giveaways,” 
Hadjidion said.

Hadjidion said her clients are excited 
about the move to Putnam Valley, with 
the new site being more convenient for 
some of them. But for even those clients 
who will have travel a bit further to the 
new site they support the move “because 

the space is just beautiful and the kids 
are going to get more out of it being in a 
larger location,” she said, adding that she 
has not lost any clients as a result of the 
move. NY Dance Faktory will continue to 
offer classes for all ages at its new location. 

Hadjidion said part of the name of her 
business is Faktory, rather than Factory 
“to be different.” In addition, about nine 
year ago she choreographed and produced 

a hip hop video for children called “Funk 
Faktory.” 

NY Dance Faktory is the first business 
Hadjidion has owned. She opened her 
facility after teaching dance for two 
decades. “It was time for me to do my own 
thing,” she said. 

Hadjidion will continue to teach dance 
and fitness classes at the Putnam Valley 
location. Dance classes in all genres 

will be offered from age two through 
adulthood, while many fitness classes will 
also be provided. 

Hadjidion is the main choreographer 
for the competitive team made up of 
students at NY Dance Faktory and there 
are also specific Hip Hop competitive 
teams as well as the Junior Stars 
Performance Team, a non-completive 
group that performs every year at various 
local events. A year-end recital featuring 
students from the studio is held annually 
in May and various summer programs are 
also provided at the facility, she noted. 
Danielle Purdy, one of main teachers, also 
oversees several classes. 

Hadjidion said her experience is one 
of the keys to the success of her business. 
“I’ve been doing this a long time,” she said.

In addition to keeping her clients for 
many years, Hadjidion said, “I found ways 
to create new things for new customers. “

Hadjidion said she was looking forward 
to working in her new space. “I think the 
bigger space is going to be a great thing 
for all of us.”

NY Dance Faktory is located at 12 
Peekskill Hollow Rd. in Putnam Valley. 
For more information, visit http://
nydancefaktory.com. The business also has 
a Facebook page. 

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Peekskill resident Cindy Hadjidion is moving NY Dance Faktory from Cortlandt to Putnam Valley this 
week.  
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and her husband John of St. Augustine 
Fl., his son Tom and his wife Mollie of 
Raleigh, NC. His grandchildren and 
great grandchildren were very special 
to him - Richard Holmes, his wife Kim 
and their children Thomas and Chloe, 
Brian Holmes, his wife Johanna and their 
children Taylor and Ben, Jami Delorenzo 
and her children, Maci, Howie and Louie, 
Rick Meyer, his wife Meredith and their 
son Peyton, Kevin Meyer, Joe O’Neil, 
Skye O’Neil, John Lotrecchiano, Jessie 
Lotrecchiano, Grace Lotrecchiano and 
Thomas Lotrecchiano. Tom came from 
a very close family, he is survived by his 
sisters, Lil and her husband Dan of Edina, 
MN, Anne Folchetti of Edina, MN, 
Carmela Lotrecchiano of Brookfield, CT 
and his brother Al and his wife Dimmy of 

Carmel. He was predeceased by his sister 
Josie Lotrecchiano. Tom went to High 
School in Brewster where he starred in 
football, basketball and baseball. He was 
later inducted into the Hall of Fame. After 
the attacks in Pearl Harbor, Tom joined 
the Navy and served in the Pacific in 
WWII as an electronic technician. After 
his discharge he attended Ohio Wesleyan 
University in Delaware, Ohio, where he 
played fullback on the football team and 
was captain of the golf team. He was 
inducted into the OWU Hall of Fame for 
both of those sports. After teaching and 
coaching at Carmel High School, he and 
his brother Al started Putnam Printing 
and Lithograph in Mahopac. Putnam 
Printing was a prominent business in 
the community. It was truly a family 
business, rest assured if you were related 

to Tom or Al and lived in the area you 
worked at Putnam Printing one time or 
another. The brothers were named Small 
Business Persons of the year in 1983 by 
the US Small Business Administration. 
Tom Lotrecchiano was a fixture in the 
Mahopac community. A member of the 
Mahopac Golf Club for over 50 years, he 
was an exceptional golfer with 21 holes 
in one to his credit. He was a long time 
Rotarian and past president; president 
and founder of the Mahopac Chamber 
of Commerce, he served on the Town of 
Carmel Planning Board, was a member 
of the Putnam Hospital Center Board of 
Directors and a member of the Italian 
American Club and worked on dozens of 
civic projects and community fundraising 
efforts. Tom, a friend to everyone he met, 
was a known for his wonderful sense of 

humor, quick wit and warm smile. He will 
be missed.

Sylvia Polito
Sylvia Polito of Mahopac, died on 

Friday, December 30th at the age of 
81. She was born in New York City on 
January 1, 1935, the daughter of Justino 
and Julia(Carneiro) Nunes. After her 
retirement from Sterns in 1999, she 
moved from Yonkers to Mahopac to be 
with her son and his Family. She gained 
employment at Rite Aid. She worked there 
until her health required her to retire in 
January of 2016. She loved her job, her 
co-workers and many regular customers. 
She is survived by her son John and his 
wife Donna, her grandchildren Mario 
and Rachel, and her brothers George and 
Walter Nunes.

Obituaries

By Martin Wilbur
Outraged Democrats on the Westchester 

County Board of Legislators have vowed 
to ban a gun show scheduled for the 
Westchester County Center this month by 
County Executive Rob Astorino’s office, 
arguing it is inappropriate for the site.

The board’s political factions are gearing 
up for battle once New Year’s is over to 
debate whether the Northeast Gun Show, 
scheduled for the weekend of Jan. 21-22 at 
the White Plains venue, should take place.

Board Chairman Michael Kaplowitz 
(D-Somers) said he expects legislation 
to be drawn up and debated at the Jan. 3 
meeting of the Public Safety and Social 
Services Committee in favor of a ban. A 
vote by the full legislature could then take 
place at the Board of Legislators’ Jan. 9 
meeting, he said.

Kaplowitz said while he is a supporter of 
the Second Amendment, the Constitution 
doesn’t compel the county to host a gun 
and knife show at one of its facilities.

“I believe we should not have a gun 
show at government facilities of the 
county and I’m supporting legislation that 
will ban the gun show,” said Kaplowitz. 
“The reason is it’s a family venue. There 
are lots of things that are legal, you don’t 

necessarily want to invite them into your 
living room.”

“In our current climate, with reported 
threats of violence at more than one 
Westchester school in recent weeks, it 
sends a terrible message for the county 
to sanction a gun show on its property,” 
added Legislator MaryJane Shimsky 
(D-Hastings-on-Hudson).

Meanwhile, last week the board’s 
seven Republicans and one Conservative 
countered with a proposal that would 
require the show’s operator follow the 
state attorney general’s Model New York 
Gun Show Procedures. The procedures 
were drawn up by Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman about two years ago.

The procedures require that guns 
brought into the show by private sellers are 
tagged so that the operator can determine 
if guns were sold and that a proper 
background check is performed. There 
would also have to be conspicuous signs 
posted throughout the show that give 
written notice to all dealers and makes 
clear in online promotional materials that 
New York State law requires a National 
Instant Criminal Background Check 
(NICS) for all firearm sales or transfers. 

It also informs all gun show staff of 
the requirements of posting signs and 
conducting background checks; limits 
the number of access doors at the show 
so that sellers and buyers have to enter 
and exit through an area where the 
NICS procedures can be monitored; and 
uses reasonable means, including police 
patrols, to prevent illegal gun sales outside 
of the building, and have law enforcement 
at the show watch for illegal sales.

“I would expect quick passage of this 
legislation since it was developed after 
research and due diligence by Attorney 
General Eric Schneiderman in working 
with the companies that run gun 
shows around New York,” said Board of 
Legislators Vice Chairman Jim Maisano 
(R-New Rochelle).

“We believe that mandating the 
toughest regulations possible to ensure 
that gun shows follow all existing laws 
and that the safest procedures possible 
are followed is the right solution to deal 
with future gun shows at the Westchester 
County Center.”

Phil Oliva, a spokesman for Astorino, 
said the stringent attorney general’s 
procedures require a background check 

to purchase a gun. County police will also 
be providing security and that all rules are 
followed.

“The Northeast Gun show has 
historically been one of the best run and 
most well-attended shows we host at the 
County Center,” Oliva said. “We expect 
the show in January to be no different 
and we encourage not just sportsmen and 
firearm enthusiasts in Westchester and 
throughout the Hudson Valley to attend, 
but also the general public. 

However, Kaplowitz, who said he would 
also support the Republicans’ proposal as 
a backup plan, questioned why Astorino, 
a Republican, tried to schedule the show 
without telling anybody. He also reneged 
on a handshake agreement with the 
Board of Legislators following the Sandy 
Hook Elementary School massacre four 
years ago. 

Kaplowitz said he hopes Astorino 
realizes that it’s bad timing and bad policy 
to push the gun show through.

While Democrats outnumber the 
Republican caucus 9-8, there aren’t 
enough votes for a veto override, 
Kaplowitz said. 

Westchester Dems Seek to Ban Gun Show at County Center

continued from page 8
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SMALL NEWS
IS BIG NEWS

Across
1. Gift decoration
4. Blubber
7. Global financial overseer
10. Medieval perhaps
11. Shock’s partner
12. Spanish for sun
13. Oahu garland
14. Demolitionist’s supply
15. “Alphabet series” author Grafton
16. Peekskill smoke eaters’ favorite grill
19. “Wheels”
20. ____ judicata
21. Ready
23. Highly collectible
24. Romanian monetary unit
25. Put one’s two cents in?
26. Unseated
29. “Wheel of Fortune” request
30. Purpose
31. It’s breathable
34. “... if I thought ___ help”
35. Woodstock drug
36. 2016 Olympics site, familiarly
37. Green Day song
38. Perjure
39. Joke

Down
1. “The Fresh Prince of ___-Air”
2. Bonanza in a mine
3. Child of the streets

4. Persian governor
5. Rent recipient
6. One of Alcott’s little women
7. Mint, e.g.
8. Dessert
9. Hightail it
17. Cool down a lot
18. Electioneer
21. Statue base
22. Live
23. Lose hair
25. Mahopac fuel delivery service
26. Speaker’s place
27. Quiet time
28. Gloomy
32. Led Zeppelin album
33. Engine part

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 15
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Tilly Foster Farm, a long-time 
destination for children and families to 
enjoy and experience furry and feathered 
creatures, adds two new Nigerian Dwarf 
goats to its growing collection of exotic 
farm animals.  The Nigerian Dwarf goat 
is a miniature dairy goat breed of West 
African ancestry, reaching an average 
height of 17” to 21” and weighing up to 75 
lbs. Known for their diminutive size and 
low maintenance, the colorful breed is a 
popular pet, as well as a producer of rich 
milk, which dairies use to make cheese.

“The County is excited to add ‘Calvin’ 
and ‘Hobbes’ to the Tilly Foster Farm 
family, said Teresa De Angelis, Tilly 
Foster Veterinary Technician and animal 
caretaker. “The breed’s small stature means 
they do not require as much space or feed 
as their larger dairy goat counterparts 
and their gentle and friendly personalities 
make them good companion pets. Right 

now we are starting with two but hope to 
add to the herd in the spring.”

Easy to handle, even for children, 
Nigerian dwarf goats graduated from The 
Livestock Conservancy’s priority list in 
2013.  Goats are not only fun to watch and 
interact with but can be utilized on the 
farm to clear trails and other areas where 
brush needs to be removed.

The goats will be joining the herd in the 

next couple of weeks and will be available 
for viewing shortly thereafter.  

Revitalizing Tilly Foster Farm
As part of the revitalization of Tilly 

Foster, the farm has welcomed the return of 
small farm animals, including a beautiful 
array of chicken breeds, including 
Frizzle Cochin Bantams, Silkies, Polish, 
Red Stars, Barred Rock, Austrolorps , 
Brahmas and Ameraucanas, which lay 

blue eggs.  In the four-legged category, the 
new goats, Calvin and Hobbes, will find 
company with Kunekune pigs, Penelope 
and Ginger, Lucy and Levi, four Huacaya 
Alpacas named Honey, Isabella, Sinbad 
and Raphael, and Sultan and Sunny, two 
miniature horses.  

For more information about Tilly Foster 
Farm visit www.putnamtillyfoster.com.

Tilly Foster Gets Two New Goats to Start New Year

PROVIDED PHOTO
Calvin, a Nigerian dwarf  goat, is a new addition to 
Tilly Foster Farm.

PROVIDED PHOTO
Hobbes, a Nigerian dwarf  goat, is one of  the many small animals the farm has added. 
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Putnam County Economic 
Development Corporation, which works 
to encourage and expand the existing 
business community as well as promote 
commercial real estate opportunities 
to attract new ventures throughout the 
county, has gained new members in 
support of their efforts.

Advocates of economic growth in 
Putnam, Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. (Sponsor Member), Briante 
Realty Group (Associate Member), 
Lakeland Bank (Sponsor Member), Insite 
Engineering (Sponsor Member), Verticon 
LTD. (Associate Member), and NYSEG 
(Sponsor Member) formally committed 
their support to the Putnam County 
Economic Development Corporation. 
Putnam County EDC is grateful that 
these companies have become members 
of the organization.

“Joining forces with the Putnam County 
EDC is a partnership that is in line with 
the priorities of Central Hudson,” said 
Alana Mikhalevsky, project manager 
for Central Hudson and board member 
on Putnam EDC. “Central Hudson is 
committed to supporting balanced growth 
and economic development that creates 
quality jobs in the territory we serve, such 
as Putnam County.” Mikhalevsky added, 
“Keeping abreast with today’s business 
trend, we are particularly supportive of 
the needs of the high-tech and industrial 
manufacturing companies and believe 
that Putnam County has the potential to 
grow its market.”

Central Hudson’s efforts contribute 
to the mission of the Putnam County 
EDC, which is to drive economic vitality 
in Putnam County. It is able to do so by 
offering great incentives for economic 
development including up to $100,000 
when a company creates quality new 
jobs in high tech, green tech or emerging 
growth industries in the Hudson valley 
region. In addition, manufacturers that 
are making a new capital investment 
within Central Hudson’s service territory 
and retaining a minimum of 25 jobs may 
be eligible for up to $200,000 in incentives. 

Briante Realty Group, LLC, associate 
member, is a full service NYS licensed real 
estate broker specializing in commercial 
and residential real estate.  Success of the 
company is attributed to the specialized 
talents of the agents that chose to build 
their career at Briante Realty Group, 
LLC. Each agent has a niche in a market 
segment, which offers clients a true 
value based on his or her knowledge 
and expertise. Besides the agents having 
their own niches there is over 30 years 
experience combined in the office, with 
some agents speaking Italian, Polish, 
Romanian, French, Spanish, Hebrew and 
Arabic. Learn more about Briante Realty 
Group online at www.brianterealtygroup.
com.

“Since the company launched in 2010, 
it has been a staple in the Putnam County 

real estate community. Its operating 
principal Angela Briante has a forward-
thinking out-of-the-box approach. In 
addition, her involvement in many 
community organizations ensures that 
she has the pulse of the needs and desires 
of Putnam County,” said Putnam County 
EDC President Jill Marie Varricchio.

“As a small business owner in Putnam 
County, I understand how important it 
is for companies to know the resources 
that are available to help them succeed,” 
said Angela Briante, broker and operating 
principal of Briante Realty Group and 
Board member of Putnam EDC. “Teaming 
up with the Putnam EDC provides Briante 
Realty Group an opportunity to bring 
more value to our clients.” Briante added, 
“My business serves Putnam, Westchester 
and Dutchess counties, yet I choose to 
run my business in Putnam; that has to 
say something about the community.”

Identifying with the community-
oriented spirit of Putnam and seeing the 
growth potential in its vibrant economy, 
Lakeland Bank has also invested in the 
Putnam County EDC. Recognizing that 
Putnam County is primarily comprised 
of small- and medium-sized businesses, 
Thomas Shara, President and CEO of 
Lakeland Bank, thinks that a partnership 
with Putnam County EDC makes sense. 

“It is an honor to have a financial 
institution, such as Lakeland Bank, take an 
interest in what the Putnam County EDC 
is working to accomplish,” said Varricchio. 
“Lakeland Bank is a community-focused 
institution that has been recognized 
by Forbes as one of ‘America’s 50 Most 
Trustworthy Financial Companies’ in 
the ‘Small Cap’ category ($250 million 
to $1 billion). Its investment in the 
Putnam County Economic Development 
Corporation confirms the importance of 
our role in delivering economic growth to 
Putnam County.”

Lakeland Bank is the wholly owned 
subsidiary of Lakeland Bancorp, Inc. 
which has $4.4 billion in total assets. 
The Bank operates 53 New Jersey branch 
offices in Bergen, Essex, Morris, Passaic, 

Somerset, Sussex, Union and 
Warren counties; five New 
Jersey regional commercial 
lending centers in Bernardsville, 
Montville, Newton, Teaneck and 
Wyckoff/Waldwick; and two 
commercial loan production 
offices serving Middlesex and 
Monmouth counties in New 
Jersey and the Hudson Valley 
region of New York. Lakeland 
Bank offers an extensive suite of 
financial products and services 
for businesses and consumers. 
Learn more about Lakeland Bank 
online at www.lakelandbank.
com.

Understanding the complexities 
and necessities of commercial 
development in Putnam County, 
Insite Engineering, Surveying and 

Landscaping Architecture is investing the 
Putnam County Economic Development 
Corporation as well. Insite Engineering 
has become a sponsor member of the 
Putnam County EDC. 

“We are so excited to have the support 
of Insite Engineering,” said Varricchio. “As 
one of the most experienced engineering 
firms in the area, its investment in the 
Putnam County Economic Development 
Corporation confirms the importance of 
our role in delivering economic growth to 
Putnam County.”

Insite Engineering, Surveying and 
Landscaping Architecture’s strength is 
in its experienced staff led by licensed 
professionals in the fields of civil 
engineering, land surveying and landscape 
architecture. It provides professional 
services backed by a reputation of 
delivering timely innovative solutions 
to our many municipal, corporate, and 
private clients.  Its company philosophy 
is to deliver quality services in a timely 
fashion, giving full consideration to cost 
effective solutions. Insite’s staff is supported 
by a variety of advanced equipment and 
technology including computer aided 
design and drafting (CADD) systems, 
geographic information systems (GIS), 
fully automated survey data collection, 
and global positioning systems (GPS) 
surveying.  Insite is located in Carmel, 
conveniently serving southeastern New 
York and western Connecticut. Learn 
more about Insite Engineering, Surveying 
and Landscaping Architecture online at 
www.insite-eng.com.

Devoted to their careers to the field of 
construction and contracting, Verticon 
Construction Services has become a 
member of Putnam County Economic 
Development Corporation. Verticon 
Construction Services’ 65 years of 
experience brings projects from inception 
to successful completion.

“Verticon has always taken great 
pride in helping our community grow 
and prosper,” said Irving Zuckerman, 
co-president of Verticon Construction 

Services LTD. “We take active roles in 
economic development organizations and 
broker forums throughout the region.”

Verticon Construction Services, 
Monroe, is a family-owned general 
contracting and full-service construction 
firm, operating for 65 years. In 1993, 
Verticon Ltd was incorporated, with 
the understanding that experience and 
personalized service are the keys to 
satisfying and exceeding client needs. 
Customer care and successful project 
completion have been the constants 
throughout, as the Zuckerman family 
name is known throughout the region 
for quality, service, and superior value. 
Verticon Construction Services has 
worked on the residential, commercial 
and municipal projects. Learn more about 
Verticon Construction Services online at 
www.verticon.net.

As an active ally in promoting a strong 
and healthy economy in Putnam, New 
York State Gas & Electric, NYSEG, has 
invested in the Putnam County Economic 
Development Corporation. 

“As a utility company, it is a leading 
influence on the business community 
and its investment in the Putnam County 
Economic Development Corporation 
confirms the importance of our role in 
delivering economic growth to Putnam 
County.” NYSEG has a decades-long 
history of supporting growing businesses 
through its robust economic development 
programs. In addition, manufacturers 
that are making a new capital investment 
within NYSEG service territory with a 
load of 100 kilowatts or more may be 
eligible for up to $400,000 in incentives. 

“NYSEG works very closely with 
state and local economic development 
agencies, such as the Putnam County 
EDC, to offer economic development 
assistance,” said Kathleen Abels, manager 
at NYSEG and Board member of Putnam 
EDC. “We intend to play a viable role 
in encouraging businesses to remain 
in Putnam County and to attract new 
companies to our region.” Ables added, 
“We remain committed to growing jobs 
and helping ensure the economic well-
being of the communities we serve.”

The Putnam County Economic 
Development Corporation acts as the 
primary facilitator connecting local 
resources with opportunities to deliver 
economic growth. It markets county 
assets such as its proximity to New York 
City, MTA Metro North transit links, 
infrastructure and highly skilled workforce. 
The Putnam County EDC educates and 
assists local nonprofits, small businesses 
and municipalities with incentive and 
grant programs from New York State, utility 
companies and other funding sources. It 
strives for balanced growth throughout 
Putnam County to meet the needs of the 
community. For more information on 
incentives, please visit www.putnamedc.
org.

Putnam County eDC Welcomes New members

Briante Realty Group is an associate member of  the Putnam 
County EDC.



January 3 - January 9, 2017www.TheExaminerNews.com 13

The holiday season brought some 
extra cheer to five Putnam County 
organizations helping the needy.

The medical staff of Putnam Hospital 
Center donated $5,000 to five food 
pantries. Each recipient received $1,000 
and included the Philipstown Food 
Pantry, Putnam Community Action 

Partnership (CAP) Food Pantry, Gilead 
Food Pantry, St. John the Evangelist Food 
Pantry and Putnam Valley Community 
Food Pantry.

Representatives from the organizations 
visited Putnam Hospital Center on 
Tuesday, Dec. 27 to receive their checks 
from medical staff President Dr. Michael 

Nesheiwat.
“On behalf of the Medical Staff at 

Putnam Hospital Center, it is our honor 
and privilege to contribute to these local 
food pantries and assist them with the 
great work they do to help people in 
our community.  They are not only the 
backbone of our community, but the 
very spirit that this season represents,” 
Nesheiwat said.

The donations were greatly appreciated.
“Putnam Hospital Center is an asset to 

our local community in ways that many 
people may not realize,” Putnam CAP 
Director Judy Callahan said. “In addition 

to providing excellent health care, the staff 
is caring and aware of the many needs 
within the community. Today, Putnam 
Community Action Partnership was 
presented with a $1,000 donation from 
the medical staff in support of our food 
programs.  Healthy eating is an important 
factor in maintaining good health and the 
medical staff is helping to ensure that all 
people, regardless of income, have access 
to healthy food choices. Thank you PHC.” 

The hospital’s medical staff began 
contributing funds to local food pantries 
in 2014 during the holidays and have 
continued the tradition ever since.

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com
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PHC Medical Staff Spreads Cheer to Area

PROVIDED PHOTO
PHC Medical Staff  President Dr. Michael Nesheiwat, center, with representatives from Putnam food 
pantries.

This December, Camp Herrlich was 
awarded the John T. Sloper Community 
Fund Grant through Community 
Foundations of the Hudson Valley.  This 
grant will help fund life-saving medical 
equipment for Camp Herrlich’s programs, 
including new AED batteries and pads, 
and EpiPens.  This equipment will enable 
Camp Herrlich to keep our participants 
safe through our Summer Day and 
Sleepaway camps, After School Programs, 
Outdoor Education programs, and 
retreats.  Camp Herrlich serves children 
and adults from all over New York, 
New Jersey, and Connecticut.  Program 
partners include the Carmel and Pawling 
Central School Districts, Carmel’s Boy 
Scout Troop 1, Mission Church, Camp 
Kesem’s SUNY Stony Brook charter, the 
Putnam County Youth Bureau, and many 
other church and school groups.

Community Foundations of the 
Hudson Valley serves all of Dutchess, 
Putnam and Ulster counties and is a 
driving force in philanthropy in the 
region. Administering more than $53 
million in assets, we work with donors to 
provide grants and scholarships, establish 

endowment funds for nonprofits and 
other charitable causes, and collaborate 
with government, private foundations 

and local leaders to address current 
and emerging needs. The John T. Sloper 
Community Fund was established at the 

Community Foundation and endowed 
with the proceeds from the sale of Sloper-
Willen Community Ambulance Service.  
Founded in 1958 by John T. Sloper, the 
company motto was:  “That lives may 
be saved.”  This fund was established to 
honor the legacy of John T. Sloper and the 
Sloper-Willen Community Ambulance 
Service, to promote and encourage people 
and organizations to provide emergency 
medical services, and to save lives.

Camp Herrlich was also given a grant 
from the Pawling Rotary Club towards 
their ACEKids! Theater Program.  Camp 
Herrlich’s ACEKids! participants will 
be performing Spamalot – Young @ 
Part edition at Pawling Middle School, 
Disney’s Aladdin Kids at Pawling 
Elementary School, and a selection of 
songs from Disney’s Aladdin Kids at 
Matthew Paterson and Kent Elementary 
Schools in the Spring.

For more information on Camp 
Herrlich’s programs, visit www.
campherrlich.org or check them out on 
Facebook - facebook.com/campherrlich.  
For more information about CFHV, visit 
www.CommunityFoundationsHV.org.

Grant awards for Camp Herrlich Programs

PROVIDED PHOTO
Jessica Vanacoro, Senior Program Director at Camp Herrlich, receiving the John T. Sloper fund check 
from President and CEO of  Community Foundations of  the Hudson Valley March Gallagher and Putnam 
Advisory Chair Nat Prentice.
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Have you ever 
wanted to invest 
in one of those 
four (or five) figure 
bottles of elusive, 
scarce, French 
wines?

Have you ever 
been envious of 
those who could 
afford them? 

A new Netflix documentary delves into 
this inner world of class and privilege – 
and its inevitable pitfalls. 

Remember the heady days of the early 
2000s, when excess was a lifestyle, not 
a luxury for many high-rollers on Wall 
Street? When Alan Greenspan warned us 
all of irrational exuberance? The movie 
“Sour Grapes” epitomizes one aspect of 
this lifestyle. 

In the middle of the craze 
for acquiring, consuming 
and collecting exotic wines 
was Rudy Kurniawan, an 
unknown, self-proclaimed 
wine connoisseur, who 
endeared himself to 
wealthy collectors with 
lavish and expensive 
meals and rare wines 
and then proceeded to 
perpetrate an historic 
fraud.

The movie portrays 
the cast of characters with 

excellent footage from 
film files and interviews. It 
lends an air of credibility 
to Kurniawan’s fraud, but 
also an air of incredulity 
as we watch gullible 
aficionados drinking 
the grape Kool-Aid of 
propaganda and lies 
spewing from Kurniawan’s lips.

A short list of the primary characters:
The self-appointed wealthy elite: The 

Masters of the Universe, who immersed 
themselves in Kurniawan’s seeming 
hospitality at restaurants and private 
parties, reciprocated by purchasing his 
counterfeit wines at auction. Kurniawan 
is seen entertaining his new friends, 
thoroughly enjoying the praises with 
which they shower him. Of course, he 
must maintain the ruse, but his exuberant 
demeanor and smiles are palpable in the 
footage. If he senses the end, it is clear 
to the viewer he is going to enjoy every 
moment before his crash. 

The wronged: Leading the pack 
of duped collectors was 
billionaire, and major wine 
collector, Bill Koch. He 
blindly relied on auction 
houses to certify the 

provenance of the wines 
being offered at auction. 

In the movie, we learn 
it was Koch who 
decided to single-

handedly right the wrong of 
counterfeit wine sales. He 
hired private investigators 
and cooperated with law 
enforcement bureaus 
to recover his worthless 
investments resting 
comfortably in his vast 
cellar. We get a glimpse 

of Koch’s vast and elaborate cellar. This 
exclusive footage alone is worth the price 
of the movie ticket.

The audacious con artist: Kurniawan 
perpetuated his nefarious scheme for 10 
years, from 2002 to 2012. At times, the 
film casts a light-hearted depiction of his 
misadventures. There is one remarkable 
scene, filmed during a live auction in 
which he is participating, where an 
expensive bottle has been sold for an 
astronomical sum. He turns to the person 
next to him, exclaiming, “Dude, I just 
opened that bottle on Thursday, can I 
refill it and put the cork back?” 

And the rest is history. FBI agents 
arrested Kurniawan in March 2012.

The behind-the-scenes accomplices? 
The movie is unable to uncover definitively 
the source of Kurniawan’s initial wealth. It 
seems clear to me that others supported 
his lavish lifestyle. The movie focuses on 
two of his uncles, living in Indonesia, 
who defrauded local banks of $780 
million, a significant portion of which 
was never recovered. The implication 
is that they may have helped finance his 

counterfeiting career. 
Another anomaly is the vast quantity 

of counterfeit wine funneled into the 
auction markets. According to Laurant 
Ponsot, an esteemed wine producer from 
the French Burgundy region who was 
instrumental in uncovering Kurniawan’s 
fraud, it would have taken two years 
of 24-hour days to create the wines he 
counterfeited. Improbable? Neither the 
movie’s directors, nor the courts, pursued 
this aspect of the fraud. 

How did Kurniawan’s wine 
misadventures end? He was tried, 
convicted and is currently serving a 10-
year prison sentence, having perpetrated 
what is believed to be the largest wine 
fraud in United States history. 

I thoroughly enjoyed “Sour Grapes.” 
I’m now planning a “Rudy” party to invite 
friends to watch it. And of course, I’ll be 
going into my wine cellar for a vintage 
bottle of wine to share. I certainly won’t 
rely on one of my wine-obsessed friends 
for advice on its authenticity.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

Having just arranged to 
have my gutters cleaned of the 
leaves that accumulated there 
during the fall, I am reminded 
of another issue concerning 
a house’s roof care that is of 
utmost importance in snow 
season: the prospect of ice 
dams. 

When I moved from the city, 
I really enjoyed our first winter 
of heavy snow. I remembered 
that when I built a snowman 
for my four-year old daughter, 
it stayed clean, fresh and white, 
rather than being speckled 
with black soot like the one I 
had built the year before in 
Brooklyn.

I also remember looking up at the roof 
line on the northern side of my house 
and admiring the icicles hanging from 
the fascia and gutters, thinking that they 
added interest to the wintry scene, much 
like a perfect 19th century Currier and 
Ives print.

Little did I know, naïve as I was as a 
homeowner at that time, that icicles were 
a byproduct of an ice dam, that winter 
roof phenomenon that can cause leakage 
into the house, damaging insulation, 
ceilings and walls. And that’s exactly 

what happened to me in a 
year full of surprises as the 
new owner of an antique 
house.  

I’ve since learned that ice 
dams form in a complex 
interaction resulting from 
heat loss from a house, 
snow cover and outside 
temperature. What happens 
is that snow on the upper 
part of the roof, where the 
temperature might be above 
32 degrees, melts and flows 
down to the lower part of the 
roof where the temperature 
might be below 32 degrees, 
and there it freezes to form 
the ice dam. 

The dam continues to grow while the 
water trapped behind it finds cracks and 
openings in the exterior roof covering, 
dripping into the attic space and, from 
there, flowing into the exterior walls and 
ceiling. It can be a mess.  

The solution is complicated because a 
number of factors can contribute to the 
possibility of ice dams, including exhaust 
systems that come from our bathrooms 
and kitchens, recessed lights, skylights, 
complicated roof designs and heating 
ducts in the attic.

Once an ice dam forms there is little 
that can be done for an immediate 
remedy. Trying to break it physically can 
do more damage than the dam itself. That 
first year one well-meaning neighbor 
suggested that next time it snowed, I 
should physically remove the snow from 
the north side of my roof with a roof rake 
and push broom. Sure thing, I thought, 
all I have to do is climb on the roof when 
it’s snowing. Suicidal I’m not.

Another possibility is to make 
channels through the dam where water 
can run through them to the ground. But 
that too can be a dangerous proposition.

On many houses you see electric 
cables along the ridge of the roof and, 
while some roofers say they may be 
dangerous if the wires wear thin, several 
homeowners who have them have told 
me that they work fine. At less than $1 per 
linear foot, it makes a cheap and quick 
fix. But that doesn’t fix the problem.

If you have the problem, the best long-
term action is to call in a contractor who 
should check to see that your ceiling is 
air tight so that no warm, moist air can 
flow from the house into the attic space. 
After that, it can help to increase the 
ceiling and roof insulation to cut down 
on heat loss by conduction. That’s what I 
did and it worked.

If you live in a relatively new house, 
you’re probably the beneficiary of 
state codes for proper ceiling and roof 
insulation levels that all but eliminate the 
possibility of an ice dam. Or, if you live 
in a house with a high-pitched roof, the 
problem is less likely to occur.

But if you are a homeowner with a 
lower pitched roof and you see that 
ominous build-up of ice and icicles, call 
in a contractor to assess the situation and 
address it. 

In the meantime, if you experience 
leakage from an ice dam into your 
house this winter, wait until the ceiling 
and walls have totally dried out before 
you attempt any repair work. More 
importantly, interior repair should be 
done in concert with correcting the heat 
loss problem that created the ice dam in 
the first place or the damage will occur 
again.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

A Damned Nuisance: Roof Ice Dams Must Be Considered

Enjoyable ‘Sour Grapes,’ the Movie of Wine Intrigue and Fraud

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
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Art on Display: 
Mahopac Public Library is pleased 

to display the paintings of two Bronx 
natives – John Folchi and his father 
William P. Folchi.  Their paintings are 
installed in the Third Floor Gallery and 
can be viewed from January 2-29, 2017.

Brewster Looking for VFW Auxiliary 
Members:

The Brewster VFW is looking to start 
an Auxiliary unit and is inviting people 
to apply.  The Auxiliary will help with 
community events and VFW fundraisers, 
assist local families of deployed service 
members, and participate in other 
Veteran-related events. Meetings will 
be held once per month at the Brewster 
VFW.  The VFW Auxiliary offers its 
members access to one of the nation’s 
largest networks of money-saving 
products and services in the insurance 
and benefits industry. VFW Auxiliary 
membership is open to men and women 
who are at least 16 years of age, and are 
related to a Veteran who is eligible for 
VFW membership. (VFW membership is 
open to Veterans that are US citizens that 
served honorably, and who served in a 
war, campaign, or expedition on foreign 
soil or in hostile waters.)  Qualifying 

relations include wife, husband, mother, 
father, grandmother, grandfather, 
daughter, son, granddaughter, grandson, 
sister or brother of a VFW-eligible 
Veteran. For more info, call Steven 
Mattson at 845-629-6925 or email HQ@
vfwpost672.org.

Tuesday, January 3
The Reads at Reed Book Club: 7 p.m. 

to discuss the book “The Goldfinch” by 
Donna Tartt.  The meeting will be held 
at Reed Memorial Library, 1733 Route 6, 
Carmel.  Contact 845-225-2439 with any 
questions.

Wednesday, January 4   
Music:  10:30 a.m. Have you ever 

wondered what you can do to nurture the 
musical growth of your child, regardless 
of your own musical ability? Experience 
music together as caregiver and child use 
various instruments to create music! For 
ages birth to five! Registration required. 
For more information or to register 
contact the Patterson Library at 845-878-
6121 x10 or go to www.pattersonlibrary.
org and click Calendar.

Thursday, January 5 
Move to Better Health:  The Kent 

Public Library can help you keep your 
new year’s resolutions through a series 
of workshops presented by The Putnam 
Independent Living Services.  It’s a great 
time of year to get started on simple 
and sustainable changes and moving 
to better health! 1:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m 
(will be four weekly “It’s your Health” 
workshops), covering healthy eating, 
stress management, fitness and accessible 
activities.  Healthy snacks and recipes 
will be included.

The Putnam County Computer 
Learning Center Seniors Registration: 
The first Thursday of every month at 
the William Koehler Senior Center, 180 
Route 6 in Mahopac and at the Putnam 
Valley Senior Center, 117 Town Park 
Lane, Putnam Valley.  Registration hours 
in Mahopac are from 9:30 a.m. – 11 a.m.  
Putnam Valley registration is from 10 
a.m. – Noon. In addition to a variety of 

computer classes their are classes in iPad, 
iPhone and Android Basics.  Anyone 
55 or older can register for a variety of 
computer classes. Registration is required 
in person.  For more information you can 
call Judy Kolt at (845) 277-5422 or email 
her at jak4dogs@verizon.net . If anyone 
is interested in volunteering, please call 
Judy Kolt as above.

A New Beginning: Living What 
Matters in 2017. Patterson Library, 1167 
Rte. 311.  1:00 p.m. Start the New Year right 
and make positive changes in your life 
with Diane Ingram, a Personal Certified 
Coach and student of the Diamond Way. 
Explore what really matters to you and 
how you can design your life to develop 
personal growth in 2017! Free program. 
For more information, visit us online 
at www.pattersonlibrary.org and click 
on calendar or call 845-878-6121 x10.
January 7 

Friday, January 6 
Extending Hours:  Mahopac Public 

Library is extending its Friday hours and 
will be open until 7:00 pm beginning in 
January 2017.  The Library will also be 
closing at 3:00 pm on Saturdays, and the 
Book Barn will alter their hours to open 
on Saturdays from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Saturday, January 8 
Men’s Baseball League Workout for 

2017:  The Hudson Valley Men’s Senior 
Baseball League will be holding its annual 
workouts for new players 10:30 a.m. at 
Extra Innings at 182 Old Route 9, Fishkill.  
No cost to attend.  Both 18+ and 35+ age 
divisions will be working out.  Sunday 
and Mid-week divisions available.  For 
additional information or to pre-register, 
visit www.hvmsbl.com and/or email the 
league at hvmsbl@gmail.com.

Tuesday, January 10 
Learn Why the Great Swamp is SO 

Great: Join at the Kent Public Library 
and learn Why the Great Swamp is 
SO GREAT at a film screening and 
discussion 7 p.m.  (The snow date will be 
the following night, Wednesday January 
11 at 7 p.m.). The 25th  Anniversary of 
the Friends of the Great Swamp Quilt 
(FrOGS) will be  on display at Art at the 
Kent Library in January. Designed and 
made by four members of FrOGS, the 
quilt features twelve plants and animals 
that call the swamp home. Patchwork and 
fine needlework, colorful fabric scraps 
and sparkly beads were lovingly crafted 
to tell the story of an extraordinary 
place. Registration is required.  You may 
register for the program by going to www.
kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent Public 
Library at 845-225-8585.  The library is 
located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes. 
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 010317

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver 
Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics 
Etc., Call Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

CA$H BUYER, Old Comic Books 10c 
to 35c covers, also Guns, Gold Coins. I 
travel to you and Buy EVERYTHING 
YOU have! Call Brian 1-800-617-3551

FOR RENT
4BR, 2.5BTH House in Chappaqua 
Schools. Fully renovated with new 
kitchen, appliances, bathrooms. - $3200. 
Also fully renovated 3 BR Apartment 
in Chappaqua Schools - $2,500.   4 Car 
GARAGES, open bays - $1,000 (or $250 
each). - 917-328-2420

HELP WANTED
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

LAND WANTED
LAND WANTED: Cash buyer seeks large 
acreage 200+ acres in the Central/Finger 
Lakes and Catskills Regions of NY State. 
Brokers welcome. For immediate con-
fidential response, call 607-353-8068 or 
email info@NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LEGAL NOTICES
75 HILLSIDE AVENUE, LLC FILED 
AN ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 
with the NYS Dept. of State on 12-9-16.  
The office of the LLC is located in West-
chester County.  The NY Secretary of State 
has been designated as the agent upon 
whom process may be served.  NYSS may 
mail a copy of any process to the LLC at: 

John Credaroli, 2 Columbus Avenue, 
Valhalla, NY 10595.  Purpose: Any law-
ful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF T.C. 
INVESTIGATIONS, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with the SSNY on 
October 17, 2016. Office location: West-
chester County, New York. The SSNY 
is designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
The SSNY shall mail a copy of any pro-
cess accepted on behalf of the LLC 
served upon him or her to: 103 Skyview 
Lane, New Rochelle, N.Y. 10804. Pur-
pose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF UN-
DERSTORY BREWING LLC filed Arts. 
of Org. with Secretary of State of NY 
(SSNY) on November 22, 2016, pursuant 
to Sec. 203 of the NY LLC Law.  Office 
Location: Westchester County.  Principal 
Business Location:  Understory Brewing 
LLC, 13 Rick Lane, Cortlandt Manor, 
NY 10567.  Secretary of State is desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process may be served and the SSNY 
shall forward process to Understory 
Brewing LLC, c/o Corporate Filings of 
New York, 90 State Street, Suite 700, 
Office 40, Albany, NY  12207.  Purpose: 
any lawful business purpose for which 
LLCs may be organized under the law.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF PEEK-
SKILL HOLDINGS LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization filed with Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on July 26, 2016. 
Office in Westchester County.  SSNY 
has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail process to: 
Brendon Fitzgerald, 741 Shenandoah 
Ave., Peekskill, NY 10566. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LE-
ONE LLC. Art.of Org. filed with NY 
Secy of State (SSNY) on 11/30/16. Office  
location : Westchester County. SSNY is 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to :  9 Cedar St. Tuck-
ahoe. NY 10707. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HARD-
BALL CONSULTING LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with the Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 11/01/2016. Office loc: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent upon whom 
process may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
15 Bank St. #102A, White Plains, NY 
10606. Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KIDS 
IN SPORTS II LLC. Articles of Organi-
zation filed with SSNY on 07/11/16.  Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
1420 Second Avenue, New York, New  
York, 10021. Purpose:  Any lawful act 
or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SIL-
VER RUSH PRODUCTIONS, LLC. 
ARTS Of ORG filed with Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 12/05/2016. Office 
Location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: c/o United States Corpora-
tion Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Avenue, 
Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ANDY 
ROBLES LLC/A ROBLES LLC RE-
CENTLY WITH IRS. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on September 8th, 
2016. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 17 
Limerick St., Stamford, CT 06902. Pur-
pose: Landscaping and hardscaping.

HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER PRO-
GRAM WAITING LIST OPENING 
AND LOTTERY IN PUTNAM COUN-
TY NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the Putnam County Housing Corporation 
(PCHC) Carmel, New York in accordance 
with regulations outlined by the New York 
State Homes & Community Renewal, 
Statewide Section 8 Voucher Program, 
Section 8 Administration Plan, April 1, 
2015, will reopen the Section 8 waiting 
list for all income eligible individuals 
and families. Annual income limits vary 
by household size: 1 person - $31,750; 2 
persons - $36,250; 3 persons - $40,800; 
4 persons - $45,300; 5 persons - $48,950;
6 persons - $52,550; 7 persons - $56,200; 
and 8 persons -$59,800.  Following the 
HCR Administrative Plan, priority will 
be given to those below 30% of area me-
dian income: 1 person- $19,050; 2 per-
sons - $21,800; 3 persons - $24,500; 4 
persons - $27,200; 5 persons $29,400; 
6 persons - $32,580; 7 persons $36,730; 
and 8 persons - $40,890. Applications 
will be available to the public on January 
2, 2017 at PCHC’s office, 11 Seminary Hill 

Road, Carmel, NY 10512; online at www.
putnamhousing.com or by calling 845-
225-8493. Applications must be mailed to: 
HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER LOT-
TERY P.O. Box 60 Carmel, New York 
10512 All applications submitted be-
tween February 1, 2017 and February 
28, 2017 will be placed in a lottery to be 
held Monday, March 20, 2017. No ap-
plications will be accepted at PCHC of-
fices. The lottery process will be observed 
by Putnam County Department of Social 
Services staff to ensure lottery procedures 
are followed. Seven hundred and fifty 
(750) applicants will be drawn in random 
order and assigned a waiting list number 
in the order drawn to the existing, com-
puterized waitlist. Additionally, each ap-
plication will be dated and time stamped, 
numbered and entered into a bound log 
book.  Letters will be sent to selected ap-
plicants confirming their placement on 
the waiting list. All applications not drawn 
as one of the 750 will be notified by May 
1, 2017. The Housing Choice Voucher 
Program is a federal housing program 
administered by the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. The 
program provides housing assistance to 
renters with low to moderate income in 
the form of rental subsidies. Individuals 
with disabilities are eligible for the pro-
gram and reasonable accommodations 
will be made where necessary to ensure 
equal participation in housing assistance. 
Equal Housing Opportunity Statement: 
We are pledged to the letter and spirit of 
U.S. policy for the achievement of equal 
housing opportunity throughout the Na-
tion. We encourage and support an af-
firmative advertising and marketing pro-
gram in which there are no barriers to 
obtaining housing because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or 
national origin. 

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AAR-
ON AT 914-654-1683

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication



January 3, 2017 - January 9, 2017www.TheExaminerNews.com 17

  December 30 - January 5, 2015                                                                                                      SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                                                                                                 SPORTS SECTION

December 30- January 5, 2015www.TheExaminerNews.com 15

Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook
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Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49
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Yorktown Clings to 
No.1 as New Year Rings

Brewster Crowned 
Champs at Hastings Tourney

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

We’ve seen some good, some bad and 
some UFO’s flying about the hardwood 
as the early portion of the Section 1 
boys’ hoops season tips off in Northern 
Westchester/Putnam County, but one 
can only hope we’ve worked out the rust 
and begin to churn out some well-oiled 
machines in and about the NWE/Putnam 
region. With some more reaction on what 
we can expect as 2016 turns to 2017, we 
offer this meaningless poll, which really 
means nothing but sheds some reality on 
the first third of the season. It’s all about 
February 27th and whether or not anyone 
is standing on the floor of the Mecca, 
the Westchester County Center, during 
Championship Week, and we don’t see a 
whole lot of contenders in our midst as 
we flip the script on the new year, and 
here’s to hoping y’all have a great one.
PUTNAM/NWE FAB FIVE HOOPS POLL

No.1 YORKTOWN – Ok, ok… we’ve 
been on you guys since Day 1, don’t let us 
down now as the league slate heats up with 
Ossining (Jan.4) and then an interesting 
visit from neighboring Lakeland on 
Jan.7th. Any chance the Hornets or the 
Pride, who are on the fringe of this poll, 
figure out a way to knock the Class AA 
Huskers (6-0) from the ranks of the 
unbeaten? That would throw this poll for 
a loop.

No.2 HEN HUD – Totally not sure if 
the Class A Sailors (4-2) are gonna have 
what it takes to fend off Lourdes, Sleepy 
and Peekskill this coming week, but 
anything less than 2-1 in those 3 games 
will be a direct indication of whether or 
not the Sailors are legit contenders for the 
League II-E crown.

No.3 PEEKSKILL – Oh, please don’t 
make me and my main man DJ Pete 
Peterson wait another year for the Red 
Devils (5-3) to climb back among the 
ranks of plausible Class A title contenders. 
Let this start be true!

No.4 SOMERS – 12-4, that’s our goal 

for y’all before the Tuskers (4-3) meet up 
with Byram Hills on Feb.7th. If indeed 
Somers is as good as we hear it is, then it’s 
time to put up. 

No.5 CROTON – Tigers (6-1) are off 
to blazing start but two tilts with Briarcliff 
between 1/11 and 1/27 – plus games 
against Pleasantville and Valhalla in 
between – will surely tell us where Coach 
Martucci’s Tigers really stand in Class B.

HM PANAS – Excited to see which 
Panther (4-4) team shows up Wed. against 
visiting Somers; the one that wins games 
by an average of 17.2 PPG or the one that 
loses by 12.2 #SMH.

Carmel’s Brian Harlin dropped nine points on 
three 3’s in Rams’ 37-30 loss to visiting Pelham 
Thursday. “Defensively, the whole team was 
awesome,” Rams Coach John Venditto said. “We 
took charges, rebounded as a team and really 
outplayed them, but we couldn’t buy a bucket and 
we had lots of  good looks.”

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

By Tony Pinciaro
BREWSTER travelled to Hastings for 

the John Costello Holiday Tournament 
and the Bears displayed a defensive ferocity 
that tamed their opponents’ offense.

The Bears beat Riverside, by 22 points, 
and Hastings, by 15 points in the final. 
Both teams were limited to 40 points 
apiece

“This was a 
great game for 
us, in fact, we 
were able to 
get everyone 
in the game 
by the second 
quarter,” said 
B r e w s t e r 
coach Mike 
C a s t a l d o 
of the 62-
40 win over 
R i v e r s i d e . 
“We did a 
great job 
of forcing 
tough shots, 
rebounding 
and running 
on them.”

Meagan Beal 
and Jess Miele 
each had 12 
points, Maggie 
DePaoli netted 
11 points and Julia Borsari added 10.

Despite what Castaldo said was a 
sluggish start on the offensive end, the 
defense was energetic.

“Defensively, we were able to do a great 
job rebounding and getting ahead in 
transition and we were able to get a lot 
of easy buckets because of our defensive 
pressure,” Castaldo said.

Julia Borsari finished with 20 points and 
was named the tournament MVP.

“Julia was a force down low, grabbing 
10 rebounds, and she also hit several jump 
shots from the outside which made her 
even more difficult to guard,” Castaldo 

said.
Maggie DePaoli contributed 15 points 

and Miele had 11 points and earned All-
Tournament honors.

Following a stunning 83-73 loss 
to Baldwin (L.I.) in the Slam Dunk 
Tournament, which halted OSSINING’s 
four-year winning streak over New York 
State opponents, coach Dan Ricci and his 
team went to the videotape.

“We went in the next day and watched 
ourselves on film,” Ricci said. “I tried to 
point out how much we got outhustled 
and outworked. We made it clear to the 
girls that this could not continue.”

Ossining rebounded with a convincing 
86-64 victory over Bishop Loughlin the 
next day, including a milestone as Andra 
Espinoza-Hunter scored 51 points. She 
became the second Ossining standout to 
surpass 2,000 career points, joining Saniya 
Chong.

 The Pride are 7-2 and resume 
Wednesday against Fox Lane.

“Baldwin outworked us and made all 
the hustle plays,” Ricci said. “We came out 
too passive to start the game. We needed 
to match or surpass our opponents’ energy 
at all times.” 

That energy was initiated by Espinoza-
Hunter, who also finished with 13 
rebounds against Bishop Loughlin. Kelsey 
Quain added 12 points, Kailah Harris 
contributed nine points and six rebounds 
and Jaida Strippoli had seven points and 
eight assists.

SOMERS opened the Slam Dunk 
Tournament with a 54-49 victory over 
Cardinal Spellman as Hannah Angelini 
finished with a game-high 17 points and 
Liv Lipski chipped in 16 points. Somers 
Coach Marc Hattem said Jackie Penzo and 
Dani DiCintio made four free throws to 
seal the victory.

The Tuskers advanced to the final, 
but lost a defensive struggle to Monroe-
Woodbury, 38-35. The Crusaders are the 
2016 Section 9 Class AA champions.

Livy Rozensweig led Somers with eight 
points and 12 rebounds. 

Somers G Liv Lipski and 
Tuskers suffered a 38-35 loss 
to Monroe-Woodbury in Slam 
Dunk tourney last week.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO
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FOOTBALL
Somers RB, Messiah Horne & Somers 

WR, Matty Pires 
It’s simply impossible to 

distinguish which one meant 
more to the 2016 NYS Class 
A champion Tuskers (12-1), 
winners of the � rst NYS grid title 
in school history. If there was 
ever a yin to someone’s yang, 
here you have it.

Nobody likes co-MVP’s, 
as its o� en a copout, but in 
this particular case the senior 
dynamic duo truly fed o�  one 
another in a mix of power and 
misdirection that had opposing 
defenses perplexed, to say the 
least. A� er a somewhat sluggish 
start by his standards (just 2 
TDs and 270 yards through 
3 games), the a� able Messiah 
Horne rushed for 10 straight 
100+-yard games, including 
� ve of 200 yards or more. His 
2,254 yards, are the third most 
in a single season by a Section 
1 RB, trailing the junior and 
senior seasons of Harrison's 
Sammy ‘� e Bull’ Maldonado 
(Ohio State/Maryland). 

Horne’s 30 touchdowns and yards in a single 
season are a school records that may never be 
broke and his fourth-quarter e� ort against 
Burnt Hills in the NYS semis is the stu�  of 

legend. (He opened the fourth with an 80-
yard touchdown jaunt and then went for 52, 
39 and 50 yards on his last three carries, two 
of which went for scores.)

Matty Pires, 
equally cordial to his partner 
in crime, converted receptions 
into TDs at an alarming rate; an 
unthinkable one score for every 
2.07 catches (27 catches for 13 
TDs and 873 yards, 32.3 yards per 
grab). He also rushed 35 times 
for nine TDs (including 3 in the 
state semis and � nals) and 636 
yards, averaging an eye-popping 
18.2 yards per carry. � row in 
special teams and defensive 
scores and Pires had a combined 
25 touchdowns. He’s also a rare 
three-sport (baseball, hoops) 
bigwig and a humble soul to 
boot.

When reviewed, it’s easy to 
see that co-MVP’s is certainly 
not a copout, as the two will 
-- arguably and statistically 
-- go down in history as the 
most explosive pair of players 
on any one team in Section 1 
history, per legendary two-
time NYS champion Coach 

Tony DeMatteo. “As far as I can remember, I 
don’t know of two more explosive players on 
any one team in the history of Section 1 than 
Messiah and Matt,” the 74-year-old, 48-year 
veteran coach said.

FIELD HOCKEY
Lakeland D, Mia Lennon 

In places like Mamaroneck and Rye – 
Section 1 juggernauts–they called Mia 
Lennon ‘� e Wall’ because few if any ever 
cracked through the Lennon-led Lakeland 
defense en route to an unprecedented 
8th-straight NYS Class B championship. 
Lennon, a four-year senior captain, was 
the unquestioned leader of a Hornet unit 
that went 22-0-2 this season and extended 
its unbeaten streak against NYS foes to an 
incomparable 185.

When everyone said the Hornets were 
� nally coming back to the pack this 
season, the e� ervescent Lennon kept the 
distance between the Ryes and Garden 
Citys of the world. � e Hornets allowed 
just � ve goals this season and Lennon, 

who also scored 11 goals 
and dished nine assists this 
year (including the assist 
in Lakeland’s 1-0 state title 
win), was rewarded with 
an All-American nod, one 
of just two from Section 
1. Lakeland Coach Sharon 
Sarsen called University of 
Massachusetts-Amherst-
bound Lennon among the 
� nest defenders in Lakeland 
history. “Mia is top notch, 
one of the best to ever play 
at Lakeland,” the legendary 
Sars said.
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Matty Pires 

BOYS SOCCER
Somers M, Jack Maher 

� e 2016 NYS Class A champion 
Tuskers (20-2-2) don’t get out of 
the Section 1 semis if not for the 
heroics of All-NYS senior captain 
Jack Maher, a four-year stalwart at 
mid� eld. Opposing teams had to 
account for his every move, lest they 
be caught with their draws down, as 
was Byram Hills when Maher (17G, 
9A) drew a pair of penalty kicks in 
the waning moments and converted 
both for a sterling 2-1 triumph, 
which enabled the upstart Tuskers 
to survive and advance all the way 
to the state � nals where Somers 
then won its lone boys’ NYS soccer 
championship. Along the way, a 
stoic and focused Maher scored the 
winning goal in overtime to defeat 
Amityville 1-0 in the state semis. First-
year Somers Coach Brian Lanzetta, who 

had another strong MVP candidate in 
All-NYS G Kenny Kurtz, simply stated, 
“Jack Maher just killed it for us all year.”

CROSS COUNTRY
Somers X-C, Matt Fusco 

& Greg Fusco 
When less than one/half a second 

separates two twins in a major cross 
country race, the razor-thin di� erence 
is hard to di� erentiate, which brings 
us to Somers juniors Matt Fusco and 
Greg Fusco, who � nished second 
and third, respectively, in 16:39.80 
(Matt) and 16:40.10 (Greg), as the 
Somers doubles led the Tuskers to 
their third Section 1 Class B cross 
country title, beating Pearl River by 
10 points in a 15-team � eld. 

GIRLS SOCCER
Somers M, Melina Couzis 

� e All-NYS M Melina Couzis’ season 
was cut short in the sectional � nals a� er 
a gut-wrenching 2-1 loss to Pearl River, 
which may sting forevermore, but that 
will hardly tarnish a four-year career that 
bore witness to two Section 1 titles, a 
72-5-3 record and a state championship 
in 2014. � e senior � nished with 17 
goals and 26 assists and could have had 
plenty more if the Tuskers hadn’t pulled 
back the reigns on many occasions this 
year. Likewise, her 60 career goals and 
63 assists as a Tusker could have been 
much greater for the U-Conn-bound 
captain. Somers Coach Paul Saia said 
of the feisty Couzis, “Melina scores, 
passes to set up teammates, defends 
with the best players in the state and 
makes everyone around her better. She 
will do whatever it takes to lead her 
team to victory.”

VOLLEYBALL
Walter Panas OH, Yvette Burcescu

It’s hard to stand out on a Panas team 
(21-0) loaded with star power, but there 
is no denying the legacy of Panas junior 
Yvette Burcescu, who will go down in 
Panther history as perhaps the � nest 
female athlete ever, not just the greatest 
volleyball player. � e 6’2” junior two-
time All-American has a serve that, 
at times, is unstoppable (165 aces), 
and her play at the net (663 kills or 
5.1 per set) may well be the best in 
Section 1 history; ultimately leading 
Panas to the school’s � rst NYS Class 
A championship in any team sport. 
It’s hard to fathom that the best is 
yet to come for Burcescu and her 
teammates, who now set their sights 
on an encore performance in the 
fall of 2017 under Coach Joe Felipe, 
who has o� en acknowledged the 
determined DI-bound Burcescu as 
the program’s � nest overall athlete 
and a weapon like no other.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

@Directrays
In what could only be recognized as one 

of the most illustrious overall seasons in 
Section 1 sports history, Somers High did 

more damage than perhaps any school ever 
has in a single sports season: � e Tuskers 

were a one-school wrecking crew, winning 
two NYSPHSAA championships (football & 
boys’ soccer), three Section 1 championships 

(boys’ cross country) and one Section 1 
runner-up (girls’ soccer). 

� e Lakeland School District, which houses 
both Lakeland and Walter Panas, was a close 

second, snaring a pair of state titles: 
Lakeland � eld hockey won its 

8th-straight NYS crown while Panas 
volleyball won the � rst NYS team title 

in any sport in school history. 
As we close the book on the � nest autumn 

in the history of Northern Westchester 
County sports and enter the New Year 

(happy, happy, y’all!), here’s a 
look back at the exemplary 

‘Faces of Fall’; those MVP’s that 
mattered most to the vintage e� orts 

of their respective programs.

distinguish which one meant 
more to the 2016 NYS Class 
A champion Tuskers (12-1), 
winners of the � rst NYS grid title 
in school history. If there was 
ever a yin to someone’s yang, 
here you have it.

as its o� en a copout, but in 
this particular case the senior 
dynamic duo truly fed o�  one 
another in a mix of power and 
misdirection that had opposing 
defenses perplexed, to say the 
least. A� er a somewhat sluggish 
start by his standards (just 2 
TDs and 270 yards through 
3 games), the a� able Messiah 
Horne rushed for 10 straight 

Faces of Fall! 
MVP Honor Roll 

for Exemplary 
Autumn Season
Autumn Season

Messiah Horne

Matt Fusco & Greg Fusco

10 points in a 15-team � eld. 
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Somers RB, Messiah Horne & Somers 

WR, Matty Pires 
It’s simply impossible to 

distinguish which one meant 
more to the 2016 NYS Class 
A champion Tuskers (12-1), 
winners of the � rst NYS grid title 
in school history. If there was 
ever a yin to someone’s yang, 
here you have it.

Nobody likes co-MVP’s, 
as its o� en a copout, but in 
this particular case the senior 
dynamic duo truly fed o�  one 
another in a mix of power and 
misdirection that had opposing 
defenses perplexed, to say the 
least. A� er a somewhat sluggish 
start by his standards (just 2 
TDs and 270 yards through 
3 games), the a� able Messiah 
Horne rushed for 10 straight 
100+-yard games, including 
� ve of 200 yards or more. His 
2,254 yards, are the third most 
in a single season by a Section 
1 RB, trailing the junior and 
senior seasons of Harrison's 
Sammy ‘� e Bull’ Maldonado 
(Ohio State/Maryland). 

Horne’s 30 touchdowns and yards in a single 
season are a school records that may never be 
broke and his fourth-quarter e� ort against 
Burnt Hills in the NYS semis is the stu�  of 

legend. (He opened the fourth with an 80-
yard touchdown jaunt and then went for 52, 
39 and 50 yards on his last three carries, two 
of which went for scores.)

Matty Pires, 
equally cordial to his partner 
in crime, converted receptions 
into TDs at an alarming rate; an 
unthinkable one score for every 
2.07 catches (27 catches for 13 
TDs and 873 yards, 32.3 yards per 
grab). He also rushed 35 times 
for nine TDs (including 3 in the 
state semis and � nals) and 636 
yards, averaging an eye-popping 
18.2 yards per carry. � row in 
special teams and defensive 
scores and Pires had a combined 
25 touchdowns. He’s also a rare 
three-sport (baseball, hoops) 
bigwig and a humble soul to 
boot.

When reviewed, it’s easy to 
see that co-MVP’s is certainly 
not a copout, as the two will 
-- arguably and statistically 
-- go down in history as the 
most explosive pair of players 
on any one team in Section 1 
history, per legendary two-
time NYS champion Coach 

Tony DeMatteo. “As far as I can remember, I 
don’t know of two more explosive players on 
any one team in the history of Section 1 than 
Messiah and Matt,” the 74-year-old, 48-year 
veteran coach said.

FIELD HOCKEY
Lakeland D, Mia Lennon 

In places like Mamaroneck and Rye – 
Section 1 juggernauts–they called Mia 
Lennon ‘� e Wall’ because few if any ever 
cracked through the Lennon-led Lakeland 
defense en route to an unprecedented 
8th-straight NYS Class B championship. 
Lennon, a four-year senior captain, was 
the unquestioned leader of a Hornet unit 
that went 22-0-2 this season and extended 
its unbeaten streak against NYS foes to an 
incomparable 185.

When everyone said the Hornets were 
� nally coming back to the pack this 
season, the e� ervescent Lennon kept the 
distance between the Ryes and Garden 
Citys of the world. � e Hornets allowed 
just � ve goals this season and Lennon, 

who also scored 11 goals 
and dished nine assists this 
year (including the assist 
in Lakeland’s 1-0 state title 
win), was rewarded with 
an All-American nod, one 
of just two from Section 
1. Lakeland Coach Sharon 
Sarsen called University of 
Massachusetts-Amherst-
bound Lennon among the 
� nest defenders in Lakeland 
history. “Mia is top notch, 
one of the best to ever play 
at Lakeland,” the legendary 
Sars said.
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BOYS SOCCER
Somers M, Jack Maher 

� e 2016 NYS Class A champion 
Tuskers (20-2-2) don’t get out of 
the Section 1 semis if not for the 
heroics of All-NYS senior captain 
Jack Maher, a four-year stalwart at 
mid� eld. Opposing teams had to 
account for his every move, lest they 
be caught with their draws down, as 
was Byram Hills when Maher (17G, 
9A) drew a pair of penalty kicks in 
the waning moments and converted 
both for a sterling 2-1 triumph, 
which enabled the upstart Tuskers 
to survive and advance all the way 
to the state � nals where Somers 
then won its lone boys’ NYS soccer 
championship. Along the way, a 
stoic and focused Maher scored the 
winning goal in overtime to defeat 
Amityville 1-0 in the state semis. First-
year Somers Coach Brian Lanzetta, who 

had another strong MVP candidate in 
All-NYS G Kenny Kurtz, simply stated, 
“Jack Maher just killed it for us all year.”

CROSS COUNTRY
Somers X-C, Matt Fusco 

& Greg Fusco 
When less than one/half a second 

separates two twins in a major cross 
country race, the razor-thin di� erence 
is hard to di� erentiate, which brings 
us to Somers juniors Matt Fusco and 
Greg Fusco, who � nished second 
and third, respectively, in 16:39.80 
(Matt) and 16:40.10 (Greg), as the 
Somers doubles led the Tuskers to 
their third Section 1 Class B cross 
country title, beating Pearl River by 
10 points in a 15-team � eld. 

GIRLS SOCCER
Somers M, Melina Couzis 

� e All-NYS M Melina Couzis’ season 
was cut short in the sectional � nals a� er 
a gut-wrenching 2-1 loss to Pearl River, 
which may sting forevermore, but that 
will hardly tarnish a four-year career that 
bore witness to two Section 1 titles, a 
72-5-3 record and a state championship 
in 2014. � e senior � nished with 17 
goals and 26 assists and could have had 
plenty more if the Tuskers hadn’t pulled 
back the reigns on many occasions this 
year. Likewise, her 60 career goals and 
63 assists as a Tusker could have been 
much greater for the U-Conn-bound 
captain. Somers Coach Paul Saia said 
of the feisty Couzis, “Melina scores, 
passes to set up teammates, defends 
with the best players in the state and 
makes everyone around her better. She 
will do whatever it takes to lead her 
team to victory.”

VOLLEYBALL
Walter Panas OH, Yvette Burcescu

It’s hard to stand out on a Panas team 
(21-0) loaded with star power, but there 
is no denying the legacy of Panas junior 
Yvette Burcescu, who will go down in 
Panther history as perhaps the � nest 
female athlete ever, not just the greatest 
volleyball player. � e 6’2” junior two-
time All-American has a serve that, 
at times, is unstoppable (165 aces), 
and her play at the net (663 kills or 
5.1 per set) may well be the best in 
Section 1 history; ultimately leading 
Panas to the school’s � rst NYS Class 
A championship in any team sport. 
It’s hard to fathom that the best is 
yet to come for Burcescu and her 
teammates, who now set their sights 
on an encore performance in the 
fall of 2017 under Coach Joe Felipe, 
who has o� en acknowledged the 
determined DI-bound Burcescu as 
the program’s � nest overall athlete 
and a weapon like no other.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

@Directrays
In what could only be recognized as one 

of the most illustrious overall seasons in 
Section 1 sports history, Somers High did 

more damage than perhaps any school ever 
has in a single sports season: � e Tuskers 

were a one-school wrecking crew, winning 
two NYSPHSAA championships (football & 
boys’ soccer), three Section 1 championships 

(boys’ cross country) and one Section 1 
runner-up (girls’ soccer). 

� e Lakeland School District, which houses 
both Lakeland and Walter Panas, was a close 

second, snaring a pair of state titles: 
Lakeland � eld hockey won its 

8th-straight NYS crown while Panas 
volleyball won the � rst NYS team title 

in any sport in school history. 
As we close the book on the � nest autumn 

in the history of Northern Westchester 
County sports and enter the New Year 

(happy, happy, y’all!), here’s a 
look back at the exemplary 

‘Faces of Fall’; those MVP’s that 
mattered most to the vintage e� orts 

of their respective programs.

distinguish which one meant 
more to the 2016 NYS Class 
A champion Tuskers (12-1), 
winners of the � rst NYS grid title 
in school history. If there was 
ever a yin to someone’s yang, 
here you have it.

as its o� en a copout, but in 
this particular case the senior 
dynamic duo truly fed o�  one 
another in a mix of power and 
misdirection that had opposing 
defenses perplexed, to say the 
least. A� er a somewhat sluggish 
start by his standards (just 2 
TDs and 270 yards through 
3 games), the a� able Messiah 
Horne rushed for 10 straight 

Faces of Fall! 
MVP Honor Roll 

for Exemplary 
Autumn Season
Autumn Season

Messiah Horne

Matt Fusco & Greg Fusco

10 points in a 15-team � eld. 
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Mahopac F Gianfranco Pulice (14) brutalized Colony/Shaker with natural hat trick in a span of  1:13 late in the 2nd period of  the Indians’ 6-3 win in Albany where Mahopac went 1-1 on the road trip north. The 
Indians were defeated earlier in the rip by host Bethlehem, 6-2, with Pulice scoring once for the tribe. TJ McKee (2G), Vinceanzo Santoro and John Dignam also found the net on the trip. “Gianfranco and his line 
mates stepped up late in the second period to separate us from Shaker-Colonie and put the game out of  reach” Mahopac co-coach Shaun McGee said. “It was an impressive series of  shifts from that group in 
what we considered a must-win game.”
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Mahopac F Imposing 
on Albany Trek

Pulice 
Brutality!


