
By David Propper 
As Putnam Valley continues its mission 

to annihilate zombie homes in town, 
tensions rose and boiled over Wednesday 
night as town board members considered 
demolishing a home that’s been empty for 
several years. 

The single-family house, located along 
Orchard Road in the Floradan section 
of town, was subject to a public hearing 
during the town’s monthly meeting where 
two different mortgage holders pleaded 
for more time before the property is taken 
down. But neighbors of the empty home 
called for the town to finally take action. 
The house is currently in pre-foreclosure. 

Attorney Robert Siano, representing a 
second mortgage owner, asked the house 
not be demolished yet because it is not 
an imminent danger to the surrounding 
community. He said his client, Marwan 
Daoud, would like to take over the 
property and fix it up by spending 
$70,000.

But Supervisor Sam Oliverio, who has 
been adamant about eliminating zombie 
homes in town, said the Orchard Road 
house has been a problem for awhile and 
unsafe. He noted with multiple mortgage 
holders having a share of the property, it 
would take another year or two years to 

fix the house. 
“I cannot see putting in harm’s way the 

community,” Oliverio said. 
Attorney for the town, Bob Lusardi, said 

while there is still time to fix the property, 
it would be a substantial undertaking. 

Virginia Melendez-Capodieci, who 
was married to the current owner Ralph 
Capodieci and speaking on his behalf, 
criticized how the town has gone after 
the property, alleging the current town 

building inspector entered the house 
without authorization and a resident was 
also in the house without permission. 
Oliverio refuted anyone from the town 
entered the premises illegally. 

Melendez-Capodieci argued the house 
was structurally sound, but Oliverio 
countered by noting both the town 
engineer and building inspector deemed 
it unsafe. The roof is collapsing, mold is 
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By David Propper
The Putnam County Sheriff ’s Office has 

a new undersheriff in town. 
Following the tragic death of beloved 

ex-undersheriff Peter Convery, Paul 
Boscia has been selected to follow in 
his footsteps by Sheriff Don Smith. 
The announcement came Wednesday 
evening in a press release, with Boscia’s 
appointment beginning Feb. 6 and 
running through Dec. 31, 2017, which is 
the end of Smith’s current term in office. 

Boscia, a Philipstown resident, has 
been with the sheriff ’s office for 28 years, 
beginning his career as a correction’s 
officer in 1988. He became a deputy 
sheriff in 1989 in the patrol division 
and later became a K-9 officer. Boscia 
then became a sergeant in 2000 and in 
2007, he was temporarily designated the 
noncommissioned officer in charge of the 
patrol division during a vacancy. 

continued on page 2
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Paul Boscia in the uniform of  first sergeant of  
the sheriff’s office prior to his appointment as 
undersheriff. 

PROVIDED PHOTO

The Carmel Rotary Club recently presented Shop Rite gift certificates to 4 local 
food pantries as a result of  the September ‘Fill the Truck’ fundraiser: Brewster 
Community Food Pantry, CAP, Gilead Presbyterian Church, and St. John the 
Evangelist Church.  The food drive, which celebrated its 8th year of  helping the 
community, is sponsored by Carmel Rotary and coordinated by Rotarian George 
Knochel. While the majority of  donations at the ‘Fill the Truck’ event, held at Shop 
Rite in Carmel, are non-perishable groceries, some generous residents prefer 
to make monetary donations, which is then shared with the food pantries. From 
left to right: Elliot Sher - Carmel Rotary Club President, Matthew Feehan – CAP, 
Joan Guthrie - Brewster Community Food Pantry, Pastor Martin McGeachy - Gilead 
Presbyterian Church, Carmel Rotarian George Knochel, and Deacon Bernie Moran 
- St. John the Evangelist Church
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Q: I’ve been experiencing discomfort when I lift my 
arm over my head, most often brushing my hair and 
putting dishes in the cupboard. What could be wrong?   
A: Shoulder pain is often because of tendon 
inflammation or tear, dislocation, arthritis or a broken 
bone. If you feel pain when you put on your coat or 
reach into the back seat of the car from the front, 
you may have a rotator cuff injury. The rotator cuff is 
a cradle of muscles and tendons that lets you rotate 
your arm in a full arc. This intricate structure makes it 
possible for you to do everyday activities like reaching 
and lifting; you also rely on your rotator cuff while 
swinging a tennis racquet or golf club or throwing a 
ball. Injury can result from a fall or lifting something 
heavy – or it might just be overuse. I often see rotator 
cuff problems in patients older than 35, as tendons 
lose elasticity with age.

Q: What should I do?
A: If you’re experiencing pain, it’s important to see a 
doctor. A thorough examination is needed to determine 
the cause of your pain. An orthopedist will check for 
symptoms such as swelling, weakness, tenderness and 
any deformities. Additionally, imaging with MRI and 
X-ray will assist in a diagnosis. Treatment options will 

vary. Most often rest, modified activities, and physical 
therapy will be needed. To reduce inflammation and 
pain, medication or injections, such as cortisone shots, 
may be used. Surgery will be required to resolve some 
shoulder problems.
 
Q: What can I expect if I need surgery?    
A:  If there is a tear, I’ll recommend surgery to repair it. Using 
a minimally invasive arthroscopic technique, I’m able to 
repair a rotator cuff as an outpatient procedure and patients 
can expect to be home within a few hours. For more serious 
problems such as severe arthritis, degenerative joint disease, 
or chronic rotator cuff deficiency, shoulder replacement 
surgery is often necessary. Patients can expect to leave 
the hospital after one or two days. Arm movement is 
limited for about six weeks while the tissue around the 
new joint heals. Most patients return to normal activities 
after three months, and shoulder replacements typically 
last a lifetime.

Taking Care of Shoulder Pain
What you should know about symptoms and 
treatment options... 

Evan H. Karas, MD, FAAOS
Co-Chief, Orthopedic Surgery 
Co-Director, Orthopedic & 
Spine Institute
Northern Westchester Hospital

Ask the Doctor

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Did you know?
Each year, approximately 600,000 
Americans have rotator cuff surgery.*
* American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons

Watch Dr. Karas discuss 
Advanced Shoulder Surgery at 
www.nwhorthoandspine.org/DrKaras

In 2008 he was promoted to first 
sergeant, which he held until his 
retirement a few weeks ago, which is now 
pushed off for the time being. 

“The death of Undersheriff Peter 
Convery left a big hole in our hearts and 
it also left big shoes to fill in leading the 
men and women of the Sheriff ’s Office 
and in serving our citizens,” said Smith in 
a statement. “I am grateful to Paul Boscia 
and to his wife, Regina, for temporarily 
putting their retirement plans on hold 
and for answering the call to duty for the 
people of Putnam County.” 

Boscia had a distinguished career 
spanning over almost three decades. He 
received several letters of a commendation 
including negotiating the surrender of a 
barricaded man, peacefully disarming a 
suicidal man with a knife and a lifesaving 
award for aiding a heart attack victim, 
according to the sheriff ’s office. Boscia 
and other instructors also improved the 
firearms training program of the sheriff ’s 
office, which he was commended for. 

Boscia said he was “honored” by Smith’s 
appointment and that he is “privileged to 
serve as (Smith’s) undersheriff.”

Outside of the sheriff ’s office, Boscia 

served in the United States Air Force, first 
as an active member for ten years and 
then as reserve until retiring in 2006 as 
a Lieutenant Colonel. He has a bachelor’s 
degree from Manhattan College and is a 
graduate of the FBI National Academy. 

“The Sheriff is an outstanding leader 
and I am prepared, together with the very 
capable command staff of the Sheriff ’s 
Office,” Boscia said in a statement. “to 
assist him in fulfilling our mission to 
serve and protect the community with 
professionalism and dedication.”
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By Neal Rentz
Two Southeast Town Board members 

last week criticized Putnam County for 
a lack of transparency about a cell tower 
being proposed in town.

The tower is being proposed for the 
county-owned Kern Building, located 
at 1 Geneva Rd. in Brewster, which 
houses, among other things, the county 
Department of Health. 

Deputy County Executive Bruce 
Walker told the town board on Jan. 19 the 

cell tower would “basically fill the gaps” 
in radio frequencies for cell phone users. 
The tower was needed for the county 
sheriff ’s office and other first responders 
in emergencies, as well as other cell phone 
users, Walker said. 

The county has received a grant from 
the federal Department of Homeland 
Security for the project to install cell 
towers in Putnam, Walker said.

The county signed a contract with 
Homeland Towers on Jan. 18 to have a 
partnership for the tower, Walker said.

Supervisor Tony Hay said he wanted 
the county to provide the town with 
information about the cell tower earlier 
in the process. Hay said he was concerned 
with the height of the tower, which would 
be 180-feet-tall.

Walker responded the height of the 
tower was needed to allow for “point to 
point communication.”

Hay again told Walker the county 
should have had better informed about 
the proposed towers with Walker 
conceding that there should be better 
communication on behalf of the county.

Councilwoman Lynne Eckardt said 
she was troubled by the height of the 
proposed cell tower.  She asked Walker 
about the county’s other potential 
locations for cell towers. Walker said the 
county was planning constructing cell 

towers in Mahopac and Putnam Valley 
and was exploring a place in Philipstown 
among three private parcels. 

Eckardt said the county needs to do a 
better job telling town officials when it 
was planning a project for Southeast. 

“The town board wants to be involved,” 

she said. 
Councilman Robert Cullen said 

he understood that new cell towers 
were needed to improve cell phone 
communication. 

“I don’t have a problem with it,’ he said.

County Criticized for Lack of Communication Over Cell Tower

Putnam County Deputy County Executive Bruce Walker addressed the Southeast Town Board on Jan. 19. 

NEAL RENTZ PHOTOS
Southeast Councilwoman Lynne Eckardt at the 
Jan. 19 town board meeting.
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By David Propper
A major environmental hurdle was 

cleared that would lead to an overhaul at 
a Mahopac park when the Carmel town 
board approved a negative declaration 
during its Wednesday board meeting. 

In a unanimous vote, the town board 
determined a proposed park and athletic 
complex at Airport Park would not have 
significant environmental effects and 
would not need further environmental 
review. Five multipurpose fields, a 
playground, a picnic area, a small 
building, grandstands and gravel parking 
lot are planned for the park that would 
buff up the town’s recreational programs. 

During the short voting meeting, 
Supervisor Kenny Schmitt said the town 
“fully intends to build out” Airport Park 
into a recreational property primarily for 
soccer and lacrosse. The potential project 
has been under review and discussion for 
roughly the last six years, Schmitt said. In 
the town’s Master Plan, the Airport Park 
project is identified as a park that would 
get a facelift, Schmitt noted. 

“So what we did tonight was take 
another step in the process as we move 
along toward final approval and final 
funding for the project,” Schmitt said. 

According to the town’s parks and 
recreation master plan, the cost for the 
entire project would be slightly more than 
$3 million, but town recreation director 
James Gilchrist noted those expenses 
were a conservative estimate before any 
work was done on the parcel of land. The 
reasonable assumption is that the overall 
cost would be less than listed on the 
master plan, Gilchrist said. 

The town has already done the 
engineering work and all the permits 
have been acquired, Gilchrist said, with 
the funding the final piece missing. 

Schmitt said a $250,000 New York 
State grant has been allocated toward 
improvements for the park. He added 
the town is in the process of determining 
other funding streams on top of the grant, 
noting sports associations in the hamlet 

have raised money toward the effort. 
Once all the money is allocated, the town 
can then go out to bid for a company that 
would work on the project.  

Gilchrist said once the Airport Park 
project is complete, it would result in a 
“domino effect” because soccer could be 
moved from McDonough Park and that 
property would be turned into baseball 
fields. 

“It’s going to kind of help evolve our 

whole parks system,” Gilchrist said, 
adding. “We’re ready to go on this, it’s 
just a matter of getting all the funding in 
place.”

During the meeting, Schmitt vowed the 
community would be kept updated on the 
process.

“They are committed to that park as 
well,” Schmitt said of residents. “It will be a 
facility that will be used quite extensively. 
They’ll be a lot of games played there.”

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
The Carmel town board approved a negative declaration last week for work at Airport Park.

Airport Park Project Moves Ahead as Town Seeks Funding
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in the building and vermin and even a 
raccoon have been seen inside the house, 
he said. 

Oliverio called the house a detriment to 
the health and safety of residents. 

Ralph Capodieci, from his seat at the 
meeting, claimed the town stopped him 
from fixing up the home a few years ago. 

Now, he said the house can stay there 
for “years and years,” adding, “I’ll make 
everybody suffer.”

Soon after, cross shouting occurred 
between Capodieci and Oliverio, before 
Councilwoman Jackie Annabi calmed 
Capodieci down.

Annabi suggested giving the owners 
and other mortgage holders 30 days to 
present a plan. She said both mortgage 

holders have possible remedies to repair 
the home and keep it standing. 

“If we have that option on the table, I 
think to go ahead and demolish it is not 
fair to the options out there,” Annabi said.

But Councilman Steve MacKay argued 
the stakeholders involved have had 
enough time and to wait any longer to 
take action is unfair to the neighbors who 
have lived next to the barren home for 
three years. 

“They have lived with this insanity,” 
MacKay said pointing to a few residents 
that live near the house.

Floradan board of directors member 
Ed Wallach said children in that 
neighborhood are threatened by having 
the structure remain standing because 
if they enter the home, they could 
get injured. He even said town board 
members that don’t act soon would be 
“criminally justified” to be removed from 

the board if something happened to a 
child.

Israel Moljo, who lives next to the 
zombie house, said he’s dealt with the 
issue for about seven years

“While they were living there the place 
was in shambles and a pigsty,” Moljo said. 

Siano, the attorney, said his client 
would board the home up, but Melendez-
Capodieci said no one could touch 
the home without her ex-husband’s 
permission. Oliverio said later in the 
week the town would wait an additional 
30 days from the time of the meeting. 
He also announced the town tore down 
its first zombie home since he took office 
on Friday on Tanglewyde Road in Lake 
Peekskill. Besides the one Orchard Road 
home subject to the public hearing, the 
town is eying a home right across the 
street, which is also empty, Oliverio said.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
A home on Orchard Road is subject to demolition 
after Putnam Valley deemed it a zombie home.

PROVIDED PHOTO
On Friday, a home on Tanglewyde Road in Lake 
Peekskill was torn down, Supervisor Sam Oliverio 
confirmed.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Putnam Valley resident Ed Wallach advocated the town tear down the home on Orchard Road.

Public Hearing Over Putnam Valley Zombie Home Turns Tense
continued from page 1
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By David Propper
In hopes of reaching out further to 

the community, the Brewster Board of 
Education discussed how the district 
should move forward partnering with 
local clubs since the district’s membership 
to the Brewster Rotary came to light 
recently. 

Current Superintendent Dr. Valerie 
Henning attends Brewster Rotary 
meetings each week and is a member of 
the longtime local organization. With talk 
circulating about her membership within 
the organization, school board president 
Dr. Stephen Jambor said it was worth 
discussing in public during the board’s 
Jan. 11 meeting.

Jambor said since 2000, it has been the 
practice of the Brewster school board 
to have the superintendent represent 
the district at rotary because of the 
organization’s long track record of helping 
student in the district. 

Jambor said over the past several 
weeks, there have been questions about 
the arrangement, including why the 
superintendent doesn’t go to other local 
clubs that also help the district and how 
much time the rotary meetings take from 
the school chief ’s work day. 

Jambor noted that the work done 
day-to-day in the district is more time 
consuming than almost 20 years ago “so 

we really as a board asked ourselves can 
we afford to have our superintendent out 
every week.” Henning noted she is usually 
out of office one and half hours every 
Tuesday.

Jambor also pointed out the district 
pays for Henning’s dues that the rotary 
charges with tax dollars.

Back in 2000, the school board realized 
the district needed to be more involved 
in the community and organizations 
that support the schools, Jambor said, 
stressing, “We need that involvement 365 
day a year.”

Brewster school board member 
Mary Cay Nilsen said she believes if 
the district goes to one club, it should 
show a commitment to attend other 
organizations’ events, as well. She 
questioned if school board members and 
school officials can rotate attending club 
meetings and suggested compiling a list of 
local groups. 

“You can’t do one without all or at 
least examine why only one,” Nilsen said. 
“What was the purpose of this one as 
opposed to anything else?”

Brewster school board member 
Kristin Cacal said while joining 
other organizations cultivates a good 
partnership there is work to be done 
within the district for school officials first 
and foremost. 

“And the money piece, I think if we are 
going to be mindful of taxpayer dollars, 
we do need to take a close look at what 
each membership cost,” Cacal said. “In the 
big scheme of things it might not behoove 
us to try to get into every organization.”

Brewster school board member Scott 
Dakin said since 2000, the expectations on 
administrators are greater and the school 
board doesn’t want to exclude any club. 

Board member Alberta Kozma suggested 
having a more informal relationship with 
each community organizations where 
school officials and board members can 
occasionally meet and update those clubs 
on district occurrences.   

A two-person committee was formed 
to further explore how the board should 
handle involvement with community 
groups.

Brewster School Board Mulls Membership to Local Clubs

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Board vice president Sonia Mesika, board president Stephen Jambor, and Superintendent of  School Dr. 
Valerie Henning at the Jan. 11 meeting.
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For years, the Cuomo administration, 
state Attorney General Eric Schneiderman 
and their hysterical and retrograde 
antinuclear allies, including Riverkeeper, 
have waged a shameless campaign of fear, 
loathing and – in the fashion of the day – 
fake news against Indian Point. “Not safe!” 
they cried, in determined contradiction 
of the repeatedly rendered expert opinion 
of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 
“Not needed!” they insisted, willfully 
denying the plant’s reliable production of 
2000 megawatts for New York metro and 
the lower Hudson Valley 365 days a year, 
with zero emissions.

And don’t blame Entergy: they 
persevered for 10 years and spent $200 
million to keep the plant open, to no avail. 
They have, finally, yielded to the state’s 
implacable will.

And the state will struggle to make us 
whole.

When Indian Point closes in 2021, we’ll 
realize exactly how not whole we are, 
but we can imagine the consequences 
already: a thousand high-skilled, good-
paying jobs and the over $1.5 billion in 
economic activity they provide will be 
gone, together with 25 percent of our 
baseload power that once was generated 

locally.
We will gain something, though: 

millions of tons of carbon pollution 
pumped into our air by the likeliest 
alternative, fossil fuels. And that’s because 
the other fantasy vividly entertained by 
Indian Point’s opponents is that New York 
will become the home of enormous wind 
and solar projects – that’s right, the same 
not-in-my-backyard New York that fights 
against any major energy project.

So brace yourself, New Yorkers, 
one more blow is being struck to our 
prosperity and our environment, 
unwisely and unnecessarily, by our own 

state government. Gov. Cuomo must now 
tell us exactly how he plans to bring the 
jobs back, make our energy affordable 
and keep our air clean – and it’s our job to 
hold him to account for his actions.

Sincerely, 
Nan Hayworth, M.D.
Bedford

The writer is a former member 
of Congress from New York’s 19th 
Congressional District.

On January 13, the Putnam County 
Young Republican Club gathered for the 
installation of their new Executive Board. 
The newly elected officers include Nick 
Fannin as President, Marykate Acquisto as 
Vice President, Tara Keegan as Secretary, 
and Sarah Greene as Treasurer. 

The club thanks past President John 
Greene for all of his hard work and 
dedication as he passes the torch. John 
has led the club to becoming a household 
name in the area and throughout the 
state. Since its formation in 2009, the 
club has supported countless Republican 
candidates and has participated in various 
community projects. The 2017 Executive 
Board is looking forward to continuing to 
contribute to Putnam County, politically 
and otherwise. 

President Nick Fannin joined the club 

in 2013 looking to become more involved 
in the community and local government. 
Since then, he has held Secretary and 
Vice President roles in the club. He is 
also a member of the Carmel Republican 
Committee and is the Vice Chairman of 
the Environmental Conservation Board 
in the Town of Carmel. As President, 
Nick wants to use his role to help others 
the way the club has helped him.

Marykate Acquisto is also a member of 
the Carmel Republican Committee. She 
previously worked for the New York State 
Assembly Minority and now works for 
the New York State Senate. Tara Keegan 
was an intern for the Putnam County 
District Attorney, and also served the 94th 
Assembly District as an intern, Legislative 
Aide, District Office Manager, and Chief 
of Staff. She currently works for a law firm 

in Hopewell Junction. 
Sarah Greene has been 
an involved member 
of the Putnam County 
Young Republican Club 
since its founding in 
2009. Sarah currently 
works at the Putnam 
County Board of 
Elections.

For the upcoming 
year, one of the club’s 
main goals is to expand 
its membership. The 
Putnam County 
Young Republicans 
are looking forward 
to hosting events and launching social 
media campaigns to recruit new 
members. Anyone interested in learning 

more about becoming a member can 
visit www.putnamyr.com, or check out 
the club Facebook page for information 
about upcoming meetings.

Did you know that over 150 bald 
eagles spend the winter along Hudson 
Valley waterways? Each winter, between 
December and March, bald eagles from 
Canada and northern New York and New 
England fly south to the Hudson Valley 
to feed on fish and waterfowl found in 
unfrozen waters. The bald eagle, which 
was considered an endangered species 
prior to 1995, shed its federal threatened 
status in 2007. Today, biologists estimate 

that about 150 bald eagles overwinter in 
the lower Hudson Valley. Every year the 
bald eagles’ return affirms the continued 
health of the Hudson River and nearby 
habitats for wildlife and people.

Boscobel is honored, once again, to be a 
part of Teatown Lake Reservation’s annual 
EagleFest event in 2017. Various festivities 
and activities will be headquartered at 
Croton Point Park in Westchester (for 
schedule and to purchase tickets, visit 

Teatown.org), but there will 
also be multiple eagle viewing 
locations along the Hudson 
River…

Bundle up and stop by 
Boscobel Saturday, February 
11 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. (snow 
date February 12) where you 
will find breathtaking vistas 
and viewing opportunities 
from the Belvedere 
overlooking the Hudson 
River. There will be eagle 
spotters from Constitution 
Marsh Audubon Center and 
Putnam Highlands Audubon 

Society with scopes to assist you and a 
small fire for hand-warming. Registration 
is available online at Boscobel.org.

Boscobel is located on scenic Route 
9D in Garrison New York just one mile 
south of Cold Spring and directly across 
the river from West Point. Boscobel is 
closed January through March. From April 

through October, hours are 9:30am to 5pm 
(first tour at 10am; last at 4pm); November 
& December 9:30am to 4pm (last tour at 
3pm.)  The House Museum and distinctive 
Gift Shop at Boscobel are open every 
day (except Tuesdays, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.) For more information, visit 
Boscobel.org or call 845-265-3638.
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Spins Bowl 
Carmel

Business 

of the Week
By David Propper 

When Diamond Properties saw an 
aging bowling alley in Carmel, it saw an 
opportunity. 

Open for the past several months, 
Spins Bowl is completely renovated and 
modernized for either a bowling league 
on a weekday night or for a family to 
enjoy themselves over the weekend. The 
new alley has a state of the art redemption 
arcade, billiards, ping-pong, a new bar 
and restaurant with an upgraded menu 
and 16 different craft beers on tap. 

In area that lacks a buzzing 
entertainment industry, Spins Bowl is 
hoping to fill some of that void.

“There are a lot of things for a family 
to do,” Bill Diamond, owner of Diamond 
Properties said. “It’s probably the nicest 
entertainment facility in Putnam County 
at this point.”

Bill Diamond and his brother founded 
Diamond Properties 25 years ago. One of 
the company’s strategies is acquiring and 
repurposing properties that are otherwise 
obsolete or outdated into fresher and 
more fun uses. On the entertainment side 
of the business, there are seven overall 
locations in Westchester, Dutchess, and 
Putnam counties. 

So far at Spins, Diamond said the 
reception has been terrific. The alley 

has more than doubled its revenue from 
its previous run rate and he expects it 
to continue to grow. The alley has been 
bustling on weekend, with private events 
like birthday parties and corporate events.

“We think it’s going to be a very popular 
destination for Putnam County residents 
for a long time,” Diamond said. 

Diamond noted many towns are 
realizing that retail is severely affected by 
the internet like Amazon. He warned that 
traditional stores are facing tougher times 
as they compete with online shopping. 
But Diamond noted family entertainment 
centers aren’t affected by the online stops 
because people can’t bowl or take part in 
other fun activities from home.

He suggested local leaders focus on 
entertainment centers like Spins Bowl, 
which can become the “true amenities” of 
towns in the greater New York City area. 

“It’s important for communities to have 
entertainment,” he said. “A lot of these 
town leaders should be focused on these 
issues.”

Spins Bowl has tried to find that 
balance between loyal league bowlers, and 
families, colleagues and friends looking to 
have a good time. 

“We’re being very successful in keeping 
the existing leagues happy,” Diamond 
said, with the hope to expand the leagues 

at Spins. “But growing on the Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday business. That’s kind of 
unique to our corporate strategy on the 
entertainment side.”

Spins Bowl is located at 23 Old Route 6 
in Carmel and its phone number is 845-
225-8787.

PHOTO BY MIKE DARDANO BUZZ MEDIA FOR SPINS BOWL
Carmel Supervisor Kenny Schmitt, Tourism Director Frank Smith, Mahopac-Carmel Chamber CEO Erin 
Meagher, County Executive MaryEllen Odell, and Bill Diamond throwing off  the ceremonial bowling balls 
when the refurbished alley first opened.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
The interior of  Spins Bowl in Carmel.
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By Anna Young
Crowds lined up Saturday morning for 

the opening of a gun and knife show at 
the Westchester County Center, one day 
after County Executive Rob Astorino 
vetoed legislation that banned gun shows 
on county-owned property.

Despite Astorino assuring residents 
that attendees must hold a valid pistol 
permit and undergo a background check 
before buying a firearm, Democratic 
legislators voiced their disappointment 
that the event was held.

“The proliferation of guns in our 
communities is a public health crisis,” 
Majority Leader Catherine Borgia 
(D-Ossining) said in a statement.” 
“Prohibiting the sale of guns on County 
property is a good first step in stemming 
this horrific tide.”

Board Chairman Michael Kaplowitz 
(D-Somers) said Astorino’s decision was 
political as he ignored the will of the 
majority of residents and legislators.

On Jan. 9 in a straight partisan vote, 
the Board of Legislators approved the 
ban by a 9-8 margin. Democrats, who 
unanimously voted in favor of the 
measure, argued that gun shows promote 
a culture of violence while Republicans 
contended they were protecting First and 
Second Amendment rights.

It was fully expected that Astorino 
would veto the bill with no chance of an 

override from legislators.
Despite Democratic lawmakers’ 

frustration, Astorino attended the first 
day of the two-day show shaking hands 
with vendors and patrons who thanked 
him for standing up for their rights.

“I tried to look at this issue, not in an 
emotional way, but in facts and there was 
no justification to ban a gun show based 
on facts and based on the law,” Astorino 
said. 

“What you’re seeing today (at the 
gun show) is a peaceful organization of 
individuals exercising their First and 
Second Amendment rights.”

From 1999 to 2010, the county 
discontinued gun shows. But 
Astorino lifted the ban after 
taking office and one was held 
at the County Center in 2012. 
However, after the Sandy Hook 
Elementary School tragedy, a 
2013 show was canceled and a 
handshake agreement was made 
among county officials that the 
venue would no longer host the 
shows.

Patrons stood on an hour-long 
line that circled the building 
as early as 8:30 a.m. Saturday 
awaiting the event’s opening. 
About 250 vendors and 5,000 
people were expected, which 
would be a two-day record for 
the show, that featured modern 

and collectible firearms, handguns, 
ammunition, knives, military-style 
weapons, tactical gear, books, hunting 
attire, crystals, jewelry, spices, beef jerky 
and sauces. Much of the merchandise on 
sale was accessories, not firearms.

“There are clear misconceptions to 
those who don’t know about guns,” said 
vendor Louie Fortes of Blue Line Tactical 
Supply in Elmsford. “We are here to 
spread the word about the importance of 
safety, training and going to the shooting 
range.”

Newman Chittenden, president of 
Westchester Collectors, Inc., which ran 
the show, said he was pleased Astorino 
vetoed the ban.

“This event does not promote crime, 
there’s no evidence anywhere with 
anything negative against this show,” 
Chittenden said. “The FBI says 1 percent 
of gun violence is from gun shows, so 
we’re not the problem.”

Minority Leader John Testa 
(R-Peekskill), who attended on Saturday, 
said holding the show allows Westchester 
taxpayers the opportunity to exercise 
their constitutional rights and enjoy a 
hobby.

Lou Zacchio, of L & L Sports in 
Harrison, said more people came to his 
table seeking information about certain 
types of guns and how to obtain a pistol 
permit.

Astorino said the gun show is a safe, 
regulated and secure place where all laws 
are followed.

“For those who are disappointed, 
I understand and respect that but 
everybody has the opportunity to exercise 
their rights and the people coming here 
don’t want issues,” Astorino said. “This 
is an exhibition not unlike the other 
exhibitions we have here, but for many 
people who wanted to come here, they 
had a right to as well.”

By Rick Pezzullo
Donald Trump was sworn-in as the 

45th president of the United States Friday, 
despite receiving nearly three million 
fewer votes than Democratic rival and 
Chappaqua resident Hillary Clinton in 
November.

It was the fourth time in presidential 
election history that the president-elect 
was chosen through the Electoral College 
system but failed to garner the majority of 
support of Americans who turned out at 
the polls - a situation that has rekindled 
debate over how the commander-in-chief 
is selected.

A nationwide effort is underway to try 
to change to a National Popular Vote, 
which some political pundits feel will 
occur in the near future.

“It’s going to happen eventually. I think 
by 2024,” Hendrik Hertzberg, a political 
analyst and senior editor and staff 
writer at The New Yorker, said during a 
recent discussion on voting reform at 
the Croton Free Library sponsored by 
State Assemblywoman Sandra Galef (D/
Ossining) and the American Association 
of University Women Westchester 
Chapter.

“I don’t want the loser to win no 
matter what the election is,” said State 
Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz (D/Bronx, 
81st District), who also participated 
on the panel in front of approximately 

150 attendees. “I like my vote to count 
for something. I feel cheated. If I didn’t 
show up at the polls nothing would have 
changed. One person, one vote---that’s 
supposedly what this country is all about.”

Contending that with the current 
Electoral College, where 270 electoral 
votes out of a possible 538 are needed to 
prevail (Trump received 304 to Clinton’s 
227), only a dozen so-called battleground 
states determine the outcome, Hertzberg 
and Dinowitz said most voters feel 
powerless.

“There’s a lot of reasons to change the 
way a president is chosen,” Hertzberg 
said. “The system we have systematically 
devalues grassroots politics. There’s 
virtually zero campaigning or dollars 
spent in 40 states. If Hillary had won the 
Electoral College but lost the popular 
vote, this would happen in a flash.”

Currently, 10 states, including New 
York and New Jersey, possessing 165 
electoral votes have adopted National 
Popular Vote legislation. The bill has 
passed at least one legislative chamber 

in 12 other states (totaling 96 electoral 
votes) and been unanimously approved 
at the committee level in two other states 
(27 electoral votes).

“The person with the most votes wins, 
except for the most important position in 
the United States: president,” Dinowitz 
said.

“If enough states do it all at once, 
presto-chango!” Hertzberg remarked. 
“That’s what the National Popular Vote 
does. This would make presidential 
campaigns national. The presidential 
election today has nothing to do with 
what was envisioned.”

Jeanne Zaino, professor of political 
science and international studies at Iona 
College, said the Electoral College is part 
of “a flawed system,” but also maintained 
there were no assurances switching to a 
National Popular Vote would increase 
voter turnout.

“Our process in selecting the president 
doesn’t always yield the best person for 
the job because of the way the system is set 
up,” Zaino said. “Everybody’s vote should 
count equally and that isn’t the case with 
our system. In a fair democracy everyone 
needs to have their vote counted equally. 
The principles of equal representation is 
not kept in the Electoral College. We need 
to go back and see why we have it and if it 
still withstands.”

westchester County Center Gun Show Held 

National Popular Vote vs. the Electoral College Debated 

ANNA YOUNG PHOTO
The line was out the door for the weekend’s gun and knife 
show at the Westchester County Center in White Plains.

RICK PEZZULLO PHOTO
The forum hosted by Assemblywoman Sandy Galef  (far right) discussed the Electoral College vs. popular 
vote for presidential elections. 
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The Eagle Eye, a thrift shop that raises 
funds for Putnam Hospital Center, is in 
need of new volunteers and donations.

The shop, among the oldest in Brewster, 
has been in business since 1965 and is run 
entirely by volunteers. Among them is 
Edith Hyatt, the shop’s chairwoman, who 
has given 31,800 hours of service since 
she began volunteering in 1976.

“We have fun working together. It’s 
like a family,” Hyatt said of volunteering. 
“We share moments of happiness, sadness 

when we lose one of our members.”
Last year, the Eagle Eye raised $48,000 

for Putnam Hospital Center.
The Eagle Eye, at 65 Main St., will reopen 

for the season on Tuesday, Jan. 17. The 
hours are from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday and 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Fridays. Donations 
are accepted during store hours.

If you are interested in volunteering at 
Eagle Eye or have questions concerning 
donations, please call the hospital’s 
Volunteer Department at 845-279-5711 
ext. 4453 or email Volunteer Director 
Michelle Piazza at mpiazza@health-quest.
org

Thrift Shop That Benefits PHC in Need of Support

PROVIDED PHOTO
Longtime Eagle Eye volunteers from left, Edith Hyatt, Virginia Wiede and Rosemary Silvestro with Putnam 
Hospital Center’s Director of  Volunteer and Pastoral Care Services Michelle Piazza.

Tompkins Excavating, an award-
winning large-scale excavation company 
with a longstanding commitment to 
Westchester and Putnam counties, 
recently celebrated its 30th anniversary.

The woman-owned, family-operated 
company has developed a reputation for 
delivering a diversified portfolio of detail-
oriented, quality work and maintaining a 
strong commitment to giving back to the 
community.

“Being in business for 30 years and 
keeping everything well-managed is a 
challenge, but working alongside family 
and being involved with the community 
makes it satisfying to go to work every 
day,” said Stacey Tompkins, president 
of Tompkins Excavating. “As absolute 
perfectionists who never cut corners, we 
value our commitment to employees, 
customers and the community.”

Company founder Mark Tompkins 
started cutting lawns during his high 
school years and his business eventually 
evolved into a full-service excavating 
company. By 1986, he incorporated the 
company as Tompkins Landscaping 
Corporation and when his wife, Stacey, 
joined the business in 1990, she helped 
shift the company’s focus toward 
landscape construction and excavation 
work. 

The company’s turning point arrived in 
the mid-1990s, when Tompkins landed 
its largest to date commercial excavation 
project: site work for the BJ’s Wholesale 
Club in Yorktown Heights.

“When we started, the residential 
component comprised 95 percent of our 
work and now our goal is to perform 85 
percent commercial work,” said Stacey 
Tompkins. “We are close to reaching that 
goal and have experienced an amazing 
evolution from cutting lawns to landscape 
construction to larger-scale excavation 
projects.”

When Stacey started at Tompkins 
Excavating, she brought leadership 
skills from a career in the food service 

industry. After taking responsibility 
for human resources, she instituted 
professional practices like establishing 
hiring guidelines and employment rules, 
along with competitive compensation 
and benefit packages. 

Today, the whole family is involved with 
the business. Stacey serves as President 
and Mark is Vice President. Their sons, 
Kevin (a civil engineering student at 
Northeastern University), Justin (who 
studies business at the University of 
Connecticut) and Michael (a high school 
freshman) are actively involved in the 
future direction of the company. 

Some recent work includes a five-
lot subdivision in Cortlandt Manor, 
infrastructure work for a condominium 
complex in Brewster and its largest 
commercial contract to date, Main Street 
Commons in Peekskill. Anchor tenants at 
the project will include an Auto Zone and 
Family Dollar stores.

In the past six years, gross revenue of 
Tompkins Excavating has more than 
doubled. Continually increasing the fleet 
of new equipment, relocating the offices 
to a bigger space and implementing 
comprehensive employee training 
programs has led to increased employee 
retention. Since 2010, the employee count 
grew from six to 12 people. 

Beginning in 2012, the company 
changed its name to Tompkins Excavating 
to better reflect their portfolio of business.  
At the same time, they escalated their 
targeted marketing, networking and 
social media efforts. The lead volume has 
increased by 60 percent and the company 
typically increases annual profits by three 
to seven percent per year. 

“Tompkins Excavating presents a 
textbook role model for small business 
success,” said Deb Milone, executive 
director of the Hudson Valley Gateway 
Chamber of Commerce. “Their success 
is rooted in family values and high-
quality craftsmanship, which is reflected 
in each and every project they undertake. 

The company’s 
commitment to 
the community 
also presents a 
great example 
for other small 
businesses.”

In May 2014, 
Stacey completed 
the Academy for 
Entrepreneurial 
Excellence 
program at 
Westchester 
Community 
College. Last 
year, she earned 
septic installation 
licenses in 
Westchester and Putnam counties. For 
the last 20 years, Stacey has also been a 
licensed real estate broker.  

This year, Westfair Communications 
bestowed Tompkins Excavating with 
its annual Family-Owned Business 
Award and the Putnam Valley Education 
Foundation honored Stacey and Mark 
the firm for their community service 
contributions over the past 15 years. In 
2015, Tompkins Excavating received 
the Habitat for Humanity Cornerstone 
Award for volunteer work performed on 
a Habitat home and in 2013, the Putnam 
County Chambers of Commerce honored 
her with a Mature Trailblazer Success 
award.

Over the years, Tompkins Excavating 
has helped support various charities and 
organizations, including Putnam Valley 
Central School District, Armonk Outdoor 
Art Show, Jan Peek House Shelter for the 
Homeless, Community Cares of Mahopac, 
Support Connection, Community Center 
of Northern Westchester, Project Yellow 
Light and the Lustgarden Foundation. 

“As our business has expanded, 
we have exponentially increased our 
charitable giving,” said Mark Tompkins. 

“It’s important to us to give back, and 
we support our local charities and non-
profits as a valuable investment in the 
people of the communities in which we 
live and work.”

Since 2011, Stacey has served as an 
Executive Committee Member and was 
recently selected to sit on the Board 
of Directors of the Hudson Valley 
Gateway Chamber of Commerce.  She 
also has been a committee member for 
Annual GROW Conference since 2014. 
A board member of the 2016 Gateway 
to Entrepreneurship (G2E) program 
at Westchester Community College, 
and is active with the Business Council 
of Westchester, Building and Realty 
Institute and (BOMA) Building Owners 
and Managers Association (Westchester 
Chapter).
About Tompkins Excavating:

Tompkins Excavating began as a lawn 
mowing service and steadily grew into a 
full-service commercial and residential 
excavation company. This woman-owned, 
family-run company has faithfully offered 
commercial-grade quality construction 
services in Westchester and Putnam 
Counties for the past 30 years. For 
more information, visit their website at 
TompkinsExcavating.com.

Putnam Valley’s Tompkins Excavating Celebrates 30-Year Anniversary 

PROVIDED PHOTO
The Tompkins Family at a jobsite in Cortlandt Manor. Front Row: Justin and 
Michael. Back Row: Kevin, Stacey and Mark.

SMALL NEWS
IS BIG NEWS
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Frank Joseph Russo
Frank Joseph Russo, known by all as 

Fra, died suddenly on January 15, at his 
home. He was 46-years-old. Frank was 
born September 19, 1970 in Yonkers, son 
to Dominic and Rose (Zuzolo) Russo of 
Brewster. He graduated from Brewster 
High School in 1989. Frank was the 
owner and operator at Russo Auto Sales 
in Wingdale. The first word Frank ever 
uttered was the word “car” which he had 
a lifelong passion for along with his father 
Dom and many of his friends and family. 
Frank spent his time going to car shows 
and auctions and always looked forward 
to cigar night with his friends. Frank lived 
for his family and friends whom he loved 
with all his heart. He had a great sense of 
humor and loved teasing his family and 
friends. Frank will be missed by all who 
were lucky enough to call him a friend. 
Mr. Russo is not only survived by his 
parents but also his beloved daughter; 
Alondra Russo of Brewster, his sister; 
Theresa Russo ( Ken Bruno) of Albany, 
his niece Tori Russo and Uncle Richard 
Zuzolo.

Patricia Jane Cristiano
Patricia Jane Cristiano, of Brewster died 

on January 15 at home. She was 69 years 
old. Mrs. Cristiano was born December 
14, 1947 in Perth Amboy, NJ, daughter to 
the late Joseph and Edith Mary (Overton) 
Blum. She graduated from East Brunswick 
High School in 1966. Patricia married 
Dennis Cristiano on July 22, 1967 in East 
Brunswick, NJ. In 1972 they moved to Mt. 
Vernon were they resided until 2001. Mrs. 
Cristiano was a devoted postal worker 
with the U. S. Postal Service in Harrison, 
for 25 years before retiring in 2009. She 
took pride in never missing a day of work. 
Patricia was a loving wife and mother. She 
was an animal lover, who adopted several 
cats over the years. She is survived by her 
loving husband Dennis of Brewster, her 2 
children; Meredith Mann of Philadelphia, 
Pa and Jessica O’Connell of Ridgefield, 
CT, her siblings; Pamela Jaccoud, William 
Blum, Susan Mowczan and James Blum. 
She was predeceased by her sister Nancy 

Griffin and both her parents.

John M Budnick Sr.
John M Budnick Sr., of Newburgh, 

formerly of Putnam Lake, died Tuesday 
January 17, at Mid Hudson Regional 
Hospital. He was 70-years-old. John was 
born November 4, 1946 in Brooklyn, son 
to the late Louis and Caroline (Probert) 
Budnick. He graduated from Automotive 
Trades High School in Brooklyn in 1964. 
John honorably served in the US Airforce 
from 1967-1971. Mr. Budnick married 
Angelika Shutts on April 14, 2001 at the 
New Life Church in Putnam Lake. He 
loved his wife unconditionally until the 
day he died. John Sr. was an avid NY 
Mets fan and NY Giants fan. He enjoyed 
fishing. However John’s greatest passion 
in life was his family. He never missed an 
event of his grandchildren’s life, whether 
it be a ball game or a dance recital. John 
was a family man. Mr. Budnick is not only 
survived by his wife but his children; John 
M. Budnick Jr, and Caroline Hains, his 
step-daughter Michelle Butcher and his 8 
grandchildren; John III, Leanne, Meghan, 
Kylie, Dylan, Madeline, Claire and Grace, 
and his dear friend Remona Budnick. He 
was predeceased by his siblings.

Kathleen Mulvihill
Kathleen Mulvihill (nee O’Neill), age 

80, of Bedford Hills, and formerly of the 
Bronx and Carmel, died peacefully at her 
home on January 17. She is survived by 
her husband John Mulvihill, her daughter 
Patricia Mulvihill of Manhattan, and her 
daughter Kathleen McManus of Carmel, 
son-in-law Brian and grandchildren 
Megan, Michael and Liam McManus. 
She is also survived by her sister Joan 
Bagnara of Queensland, Australia. She 
was pre-deceased by her loving son John 
Mulvihill Jr., her brothers William and 
Timothy O’Neill and her sister Mary 
O’Neill.  Kathleen was born August 6, 
1936 in the small mountain village of 
Lisleibane, Beaufort, County Kerry, 
Ireland. She met the love of her life, John, 
at a dance in Ireland. Two years after 
John immigrated to New York, he saved 

enough money to bring Kathleen to the 
U.S. to be his bride in 1960. They lived in 
the Kingsbridge section of the Bronx until 
1974. They were also summer residents of 
Carmel since 1964, and became full-time 
residents in 1974. They moved to Bedford 
Hills in 1991 to become site managers 
for Bedford Lake Apartments.  Kathleen 
was a long-standing member of the 
Emerald Association of Putnam County 
and the Irish American Club of Northern 
Westchester and Putnam, and is a former 
parishioner of St. James the Apostle 
Parish in Carmel.

Dolores Carlin
Dolores Costello Carlin, 80, died on 

January 18, at Putnam Hospital Center 
in Carmel. She was born on December 
14, 1936 in Mahopac, to Raymond and 
Teresa (Flaherty) Costello. Dolores grew 
up in Mahopac, and graduated from 
Mahopac High School in 1954. After 
high school she attended Junior College 
at Georgetown Visitation in Washington, 
DC where she received an Associate’s 
Degree. She began work for Trans World 
Airlines as a Flight Attendant where she 
worked for 5 years. Later, she worked as 
a paralegal at Ryder & Costello and also 
served on the Board of Directors and as 
President of the Mahopac National Bank. 
She retired in 2001.  Dolores married 
William J. Carlin in 1962 at Saint John 
the Evangelist Church in Mahopac. 
They were happily married for 54 years. 
Dolores was a member of Saint James 
the Apostle Church, the Putnam County 
Emerald Society, the Holy Rosary Society 
of Saint John the Evangelist Church. 
She enjoyed golf, gardening, jigsaw 
puzzles, collecting kitchen gadgets and 
cook books she never used, and being 
Grandee.  Dolores was preceded in 
death by her parents and her brothers, 
Raymond Costello and Msgr. Lawrence 
Costello. She is survived by her husband 
William of Carmel; her sons William 
J. (Amy Dwyer) Carlin Jr. of Brewster, 
L. Daniel (Carolyn Grieco) Carlin of 
Lagrangeville, Brian E. (Jacqueline 
Massey) Carlin of Brewster, and Celeste 
T. (John Livingston) Carlin of Chicago, 
IL; her sisters Maureen (Andrew) Durkin 
of Brewster, Sister Celestine Costello, 
OSU of New Rochelle, Regina Morini 
of Mahopac, and her brother Joseph 
(Jean) Costello of Mahopac; her beloved 
grandchildren Matthew and Abigail 
Carlin of Lagrangeville, Darcy, Teresa, 
and William Carlin of Brewster, and Sean, 
Timothy, and Robert Carlin of Brewster. 
She considered her grandchildren the 
greatest joy of her life. The family wishes 
to acknowledge and thank Diane Dell 
Angelo for her friendship and tireless 
healthcare advocacy.

Dr. Jeffrey R. Fisher
Dr. Jeffrey R. Fisher, 31, of Sidney, 

ME, died January 18, as the result of a 

snowmobile accident. He was born in 
Mount Kisco, on June 12, 1985. The son 
of William and Virginia (Sposato) Fisher. 
Jeffrey graduated from Brewster High 
School and went on to earn his Doctorate 
of Pharmacy from the Massachusetts 
College Of Pharmacy and Health Sciences 
in Boston, Ma. He was manager of CVS 
Pharmacy in Stamford, CT before moving 
to Maine. He was employed by Redington 
Fairview Hospital in Skowhegan, Target 
in Augusta and was working at Maine 
General ACH in Augusta at the time of 
his death. Jeffrey was a former member 
of the Sidney Fire Department and a 
member of N.R.A. Jeffrey loved the 
outdoors, especially fishing. He was so 
happy to be living in Maine. Besides his 
parents of Brewster. Jeffrey is survived by 
his fiancée Kirstie Ingmundson of Sidney, 
and a brother Tom Gusmano of Old 
Saybrook, CT. A memorial service will 
be held on Saturday, January 28, 3 p.m. 
at the Beecher Funeral Home, 1 Putnam 
Avenue, Brewster. Friends are invited to 
visit earlier that day from 1pm until 3 
p.m. www.Beecherfuneralhome.com. In 
lieu of flowers memorial donations may 
be made to Sidney Fire and Rescue 2986 
Middle Rd. Sidney, ME. 04330

Teresa Zinzi
On January 19, Josephine Teresa 

Zinzi of Mahopac, entered into 
eternal rest. Surrounded by her loving 
family, she peacefully joined the 
Lord after a courageous seven-month 
illness.  Josephine was born in the Bronx 
on February 29, 1944 where she lived 
and attended school as well as started her 
family before moving to Yonkers and in 
later years “upstate”, settling in Mahopac 
in 1988. Josephine worked for Burlington 
Coat Factory more than 30 years at several 
different locations and had the privilege 
of personally knowing the original 
owners of the company. She took great 
pride in her work and had many longtime 
friendships as a result of her many years 
of service. Josephine had many interests 
including reading, knitting and earlier 
in life, bowling. Everyone she knows and 
even those she did not ended up with 
newborn outfits and blankets. She loved 
sitting with some yarn and creating lovely 
keepsakes for family and friends. As an 
avid bowler in her younger days, she 
traveled to Hawaii for a bowling league 
celebration and it was a trip she often 
spoke of with great fondness.  Frequently 
during family visits, you would find 
yourself mesmerized by old family stories 
and memories. One story she recalled 
being offered dolls from a factory in 
Harlem that was a neighboring business. 
Many years later it was rumored these 
were the humble beginnings of what we 
now know to be “American Girl”. She 
had a knack for remembering many 
details and loved to look through old 

Obituaries
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pictures with her kids. In keeping with 
her Italian heritage, you could often find 
her elbow deep making rice balls on any 
given holiday. Often grumbling about 
how much work they were, you knew 
deep down she enjoyed that we all looked 
forward to eating them. After many years 
of working hard and raising her children, 
Josephine found love and married this 
past May. During their short time together 
she and Joe frequently went to the movies, 
Yankees games, and different restaurants 
. This was a time of true happiness for 
Josephine. Josephine is survived by her 
husband Joseph Croce, children Salvatore 
(Jennifer) Zinzi of Bethel CT, Christopher 
Zinzi and Teresa Zinzi of Mahopac and 
Jeannine (Christopher) Brown of Fishkill, 
Grandchildren Carmelo, Giuliana, 
Salvatore and Mia, a brother Charles 
(Nadine) Coglitore, nephew Charles 
Coglitore and niece Nancy Coglitore and 
great nieces Alexis, Isabella and Gabriella. 
She was pre-deceased by her parents 
Charles and Josephine Coglitore, a sister 
Antoinette Reale and niece Nadine Laird.

Judith A. Fais
Judith “Judy” A. Fais, 47, of Mahopac, 

died peacefully on January 19, with her 
loving family by her side.   Mrs. Fais was 
born on February 7, 1969 to George and 
Francine (Toth) in the Bronx, NY. On 

June 27, 1997, Judy married the love of her 
life, Thomas Fais at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Mahopac Falls.   She was a 
C.F.O. for Carey & Walsh in Briar Cliff 
Manor, NY. In her spare time, Judy 
enjoyed the great outdoors by “roughing 
it” when she and her family went camping, 
she also loved listening to her daughter 
play violin and was very involved with 
all aspects of her Church.  She is survived 
by her loving husband Tom, her daughter 
Breanna, her step-daughter Deanna, her 
beloved mother Francine, her sister Karen 
Seymour, a brother and many nieces, 
nephews, cousins and in-laws.

Edward C. Winter
Edward C. Winter, 64, died Thursday, 

January 19, 2017 in the comfort of his 
home in Mahopac, NY after a fierce battle 
with Cancer. He leaves his high school 
sweetheart and wife of 42 years, Laura 
Parrilla Winter; his son, Christopher 
Winter and his wife Robin; his daughter, 
Katie Winter Butcher, her husband 
Mark and their two beautiful children 
Charlie and Lyla. Edward was one of 
four children, and the only boy born to 
Edward and Millie Winter. He is survived 
by his sisters, Carol, Regina and Liz along 
with their spouses and children; as well 
as Laura’s mother, Jacqueline Parrilla, 
and Laura’s four siblings, Ellen, Nancy, 
Joseph and Therese and their spouses 

and children. Being born and raised in 
the heart of Brooklyn in the height of the 
60’s birthed a love for music and Rock 
and Roll in Edward. He played a “mean” 
electric guitar, following after his idol Jimi 
Hendrix. In high school and college he 
played in bands with his wife and friends, 
and in the years preceding his death he 
cozied up with his son and daughter-in-
law for a few personal jam sessions at 
home. He lived out his love for numbers 
as a successful accountant at Texaco, 
Chevron and Mobius in Westchester. 
After an early retirement he continued 
his pursuit of numbers during endless 
Yahtzee battles with his daughter Katie. 
Edward was also a talented athlete in his 
younger years and was known for his love 
of baseball. He was an avid Mets fan and 
was faithful to his favorite team up until 
the very end. He was known by those 
closest to him as a quiet man with an 
exceptionally brilliant mind. He seldom 
spoke, but when he did, it was always 
worth listening to. His witty humor 
and his knowledge of all things drew 
attention. He also had a love for writing 
and the ability to craft the most carefully 
constructed sentences that would turn 
the most mundane story into the most 
captivating anecdote. In addition to his 
many talents, Edward had a courageous 
heart. He maintained his sense of humor, 
never complained, fought harder than 
hard and sustained his dignity through 

all life threw at him. Edward’s stairway 
to heaven will lead him into the arms 
of his friend and “brother” Gary Greco, 
his brother-in-law Richard Caruso, his 
nephew Bobby “Bobbo” Zupitza, father-
in-law Joseph Parrilla and his parents, 
Edward and Millie.

Bennie S. Restucci
Bennie S. Restucci of Somers, died on 

January 20, at the age of 88. He was born 
on September 17, 1928 in Mt. Kisco, the 
son of Samuel and Theresa (LoCicero) 
Restucci. On June 14, 1959 he married 
Rose Ferrera; they were married for over 
57 years. Bennie owned Mid-County 
Electric Sales in Mahopac with his brother 
Frank. They started the business together 
in 1973. Bennie was a proud veteran of 
the US Air Force having served over 20 
years active, reserve, and air National 
Guard. He was also an active member 
of the American Legion, Post 136 in Mt. 
Kisco for 64 years. Bennie was an avid 
motorcycle enthusiast and loved to travel. 
He and Rose traveled all over with the 
NY and CT Retreads, but his greatest 
passion was his family. In addition to his 
wife Rose, he is survived by his daughter 
Debbie Deirmendjian and her husband 
Steven, his son Jeff and his wife Holly, 
and his grandchildren Gregory, Victoria, 
Thomas, Christiana, & Jason. He was 
predeceased by his brother Frank in 2003.

Obituaries (continued)

Across
1. Witty remark
4. Sound intensifier
7. Bat wood
10. Infuriate
11. Ballad
12. Sward
13. Honorarium
14. Bagels’ sidekick
15. Animation platform (abbr.)
16. Brewster farm-museum, Tilly ____
18. Quartet
19. Discompose
21. Fujairah bigwig
23. Shacks
24. Cortlandt’s newest karate studio
26. Previously
27. Skip ____
31. Abbr. before a number
32. Before poetically
33. Color
34. Operate
35. Rabble
36. “Chances __”
37. Doctrine
38. James Bond, e.g.
39. Government figure, for short

Down
1. Tick off
2. Sundae topper, perhaps
3. Concert concession stand buys

4. Brisk movement
5. Native New Zealander
6. Eucharist chest
7. Little Women author
8. Smooth musical transitions
9. Salon concern
17. Corrupt
18. Flora’s partner
20. Word before “hangs a tale”
21. Doorway
22. Mecca pilgrim
25. Sharpen
26. Box
28. ___stick
29. Continental coin
30. Walk like a sot
32. “Mamma Mia!” has four

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 17
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Health Quest Systems, Inc. President 
Robert Friedberg has been appointed CEO 
of the leading nonprofit healthcare system 
in the mid-Hudson Valley. Friedberg is 
the successor to Luke McGuinness, who 
retired at the end of 2016.

Friedberg has more than 30 years of 
healthcare management experience. He 
joined Health Quest in January 2014, 
first serving as the President of Vassar 
Brothers Medical Center and Executive 
Vice President of Health Quest and then 
President of the health system.  Before 
coming to the Hudson Valley, he was the 
Executive Vice President of Operations 
at Cadence Health in Winfield, Ill., and 
President of Delnor Hospital in Geneva, 
Ill.

During his tenure, Friedberg has been 
instrumental in the rapid growth and 
expansion of the Health Quest system, 
including the planning of the $510 
million, 696,000-square-foot, seven-level 
inpatient pavilion at Vassar Brothers 
Medical Center. Construction began in 
2016 and is expected to be completed in 
June 2019. 

As President and CEO, Friedberg 
oversees Health Quest’s network of 
facilities throughout Dutchess, Ulster, 
Putnam, Orange, Columbia and northern 
Westchester counties. These include three 
award-winning hospitals — Northern 
Dutchess Hospital in Rhinebeck, 
Putnam Hospital Center in Carmel 
and Vassar Brothers Medical Center in 
Poughkeepsie  — along with multiple 
Health Quest Medical Practice primary 
care and specialty locations, two Urgent 
Care locations and affiliates including 
the Thompson House, a 100-bed skilled 

nursing facility on the Northern Dutchess 
Hospital campus, Health Quest Home 
Care and The Heart Center, a leading 
provider of cardiology services in the 
region. Health Quest will add Sharon 
Hospital in Sharon, Conn., to its family 
in 2017.

Friedberg received his bachelor’s degree 
from the University of Rochester in New 
York and his master’s degree in Health 
Administration from Cornell University 
in Ithaca.

By Rick Pezzullo
The Indian Point nuclear power plants 

are scheduled to close in four years, 
but area officials are wasting no time 
addressing the future exit.

Two separate public forums where 
Indian Point and the financial implications 
of it ceasing operation will be front and 
center will be held this week at Cortlandt 
Town Hall.

Westchester County Executive Rob 
Astorino will be hosting a Town Hall 
meeting with residents on Wednesday, 
January 25 at 7 p.m., with a special focus 
on Indian Point shutting down in April 
2021.

An agreement to shut down the plants 
was worked out between Entergy, several 
New York State offices and agencies and 
Riverkeeper. Under the pact, Indian 
Point Unit 2 will cease operations as 
early as April 2020 and Unit 3 in April 
2021. However, an emergency provision 

is included that could give Entergy 
an additional four years of service in 
the event of war, a sudden increase in 
electrical demand or a sudden shortage of 
electric energy.

The Indian Point nuclear power plants, 
which have been a fixture in the Village 
of Buchanan for more than 50 years and 
help provide about 25% of electricity to 
several million homes and businesses in 
Westchester and the five boroughs of New 
York City, pay $4.5 annually in property 
taxes to Westchester County.

On Thursday, January 26 at 7 p.m., 
Cortlandt Supervisor Linda Puglisi, 
Buchanan Mayor Theresa Knickerbocker 
and Hendrick Hudson School District 
Superintendent Joseph Hochreiter 
will lead a forum that will include all 
community stakeholders that receive and 
rely on revenue from Entergy.

“Entergy is our largest taxpayer and 
the economics, as well as, the loss of jobs, 

the reclamation of the site, the continued 
storage of the spent fuel rods and therefore 
the safety and security of this facility once 
closed must be addressed by the state and 
by Entergy,” Puglisi said.

Entergy, which purchased the 
controversial plants 15 years ago, invested 
$1.3 billion in safety improvements and 
has been seeking a 20-year license renewal 
from the federal Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission since 2007 to continue 
operating the facility.

“Key considerations in our decision 
to shut down Indian Point ahead of 
schedule include sustained low current 
and projected wholesale energy prices 
that have reduced revenues, as well 
as increased operating costs,” Bill 
Mohl, president of Entergy Wholesale 
Commodities, said two weeks ago. “In 
addition, we foresee continuing costs for 
license renewal beyond the more than 
$200 million and 10 years we have already 

invested.”
According to Entergy, about 1,000 

employees work at the Indian Point 
Energy Center and opportunities within 
the company will be offered to those 
interested in continuing employment. The 
agreement calls on Entergy to annually 
move a set number of spent fuel rods 
from its storage pools to dry cast storage 
on site and have annual inspections by 
state designated representatives through 
2021. Entergy will also establish a $15 
million fund for river restoration and 
remediation, as well as projects providing 
public benefits to the community.

The Town of Cortlandt receives $1 
million annually from Entergy, and the 
Hendrick Hudson School District relies 
on Entergy for more than 30 percent of 
its budget. About 46% of the Village of 
Buchanan’s operating budget comes from 
Indian Point.

Two Forums This Week on Indian Point Closure in Cortlandt

Health Quest Announces 
New Chief Exec. Officer

Robert Friedberg 
The 2016 graduating class of  Master Gardener Volunteers are a dedicated and 
diverse group of  people who combine their passion for gardening with a sincere 
desire to share their knowledge with the community. They have all participate in a 
12-week curriculum. Classes are conducted by members of  the Cornell University 
faculty, Cornell Cooperative Extension Educators, members of  the industry and 
selected senior Master Gardeners Volunteers.  

Each Master Gardener Volunteer makes a commitment to 30 hours per year 
of  volunteer activity for Cornell Cooperative Extension of  Putnam County’s 
Environmental Horticulture and Natural Resources educational initiatives. For 
additional information about Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Master Gardener 
Program please call 278-6738 or check our website: http://Putnam.cce.cornell.
edu. Back Row: Christopher Bonura (Mahopac), Margaret Dougherty (Brewster), 
Jane-ellen Malinowski (Holmes), Sue O’Brien (Somers), Gloria Basse (Brewster), 
Chris Napolitano (Carmel), Megan Castellano (Carmel). Middle Row: Christine 
Ng-Yow (Putnam Valley), Sheila Navarra (Stormville), Rose Mary Rosi (Carmel), 
Liz Echegaray (Brewster). Front Row: Lauren Welton (Stormville), Mike Principe 
(Brewster)

Putnam County Has 
New Master Gardeners
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By Dr. Jim Dwyer 
A parent’s worst nightmare – an 

accidental tumble during a snowball fight, 
or an unfortunate bout of curiosity with 
the stove during dinner time and your 
child runs into your arms, in pain and 
inconsolable. As parents, it is assumed that 
our job is to be the superhero and prevent 
our children from getting injured. Often 
though, our precious little ones bump into 
situations that we cannot prevent, despite 
our superhuman efforts to keep them safe. 
Imagine the life of a two-year-old: Your 
child has finally mastered the art of walking 
and there are endless new places to explore. 
Furniture, cabinets and staircases become 
the most interesting discoveries – worthy 
of thorough investigation. Supervision, 
attention and safety are important, but 
there are some injuries that are impossible 
to avoid. Here, Medical Director of the 
Emergency Department at Northern 
Westchester Hospital, Jim Dwyer, MD, 
offers insight on how to handle your 
children’s cuts, breaks, bruises and burns at 
home, and when it’s time to seek emergency 
care. 

Cuts and scrapes may happen at any 
age. What happens when your child races 
outside to experience the first snowfall of 
the year and slips on the icy pavement? As 
parents, these are times that we need to 
remain calm and be a source of comfort 
for our children – even if we are panicking 
inside. For minor cuts, Dr. Dwyer doesn’t 
recommend a trip to the emergency room, 
but stresses the importance of cleaning the 
wound with soap and protecting it with 
antibiotic ointment and a sterile dressing 

to prevent infection. “If your child has a 
cut that’s actively bleeding, apply direct 
pressure with a clean towel, or gauze, for 
several minutes until the bleeding stops,” 
says Dr. Dwyer. “More complex lacerations 
or deep cuts with heavy bleeding may 
require repair, and are best treated in an 
emergency department,” says Dr. Dwyer.

Children may not remember an injury 
that led to a bruise, but as a parent, bruises 
can be upsetting to find. Bruises are blue 
and purple discolorations of the skin 
usually caused by blunt trauma which 
disrupts blood vessels under the skin. The 
discoloration is the result of bleeding under 
the skin. “Bruises are extremely common 
in children – especially active ones – 
usually on the knees and shins,” says Dr. 
Dwyer. “Most bruises are benign and will 
resolve on their own. However, frequent 
bruising that occurs on other parts of the 
body, without a history of injury, should 
prompt a visit to your pediatrician.” It’s 
also important to know that if a bruise is 
especially painful, consideration should 
be given to the possibility of a broken bone 
or other more serious conditions.

Unfortunately, like bruises, broken 
bones are also a common injury among 
children. If a child has significant pain 
or tenderness over a bone or joint after 
a fall or injury, or is unable to walk or 
bear weight, “an evaluation by a medical 
professional is necessary,” notes Dr. Dwyer. 
“At Northern Westchester Hospital, we 
will do an X-ray to determine if there 
is a fracture.  If a fracture is present, it 
may only need treatment with a splint or 
cast until the fracture heals.” However, 

sometimes a reduction, or alignment, of 
the bones is necessary. “Although this may 
require surgery, many times the bones 
can be aligned by manual manipulation.” 
Open fractures, or broken bones that have 
pierced the skin, are often treated with 
emergency surgery to repair the fracture 
and clean the wound. “This reduces the 
possibility of infection and provides 
the best chance for a good functional 
outcome,” assures Dr. Dwyer. 

Finally, there’s the subject of burns 
– whether mild or severe – burns are 
alarming when it comes to our children. 
According to Dr. Dwyer, “Superficial 
burns are characterized by redness and 
pain, and can be treated at home with soap 
and water, a sterile dressing and ibuprofen 
for pain.  Bacitracin ointment should be 
placed on the burned area and a sterile 

dressing applied.  Dr. Dwyer stresses the 
importance of seeking medical attention 
for “any burns to the head, face, ears, 
hands or genitals. “Full thickness burns 
– characterized by charred or white skin, 
exposed fat, bone, muscle or tendon – 
should also be evaluated urgently in an 
emergency department.” 

Though the transformation from 
dependent infant to curious, walking 
toddler is an extremely proud and 
exciting moment for parents, it can be 
overwhelming and even a bit frightening 
trying to keep tabs on every voyage. Young 
children zoom around from morning to 
night, playing and exploring in areas you 
wouldn’t even expect. We often question 
how, in the blink of an eye, our child gets 
injured. Nobody wants their child to get 
hurt, but dustups and tumbles are a part of 
growing up and progressing. 

As parents, we need to recognize the 
importance of remaining calm when 
our children come to us with an injury. 
Instead of panicking at the sight of blood 
and tears, sometimes all you need is a 
sterile dressing, soap and water, and some 
Band-Aids. When trip-ups – cuts, breaks, 
bruises and burns – do require a visit to the 
emergency room, it’s important to have a 
knowledgeable emergency department 
staff within your community to be your 
superheroes after unfortunate mishaps.  

Bring the kids to our Teddy Bear 
Clinic on April 1st to learn more about 
the Emergency Department at NWH. 
Register today, www.nwhconnect.
org/2017teddybear. 

Doc’s Note: A Parent’s Guide to Cuts, Breaks, Bruises and Burns 

Dr. Jim Dwyer

On December 15, Carmel Police 
arrested Augustin Caraballo, 29, of 
Hopewell Junction after he was released 
from the Dutchess County Jail. The jail 
contacted Carmel Police to inform them 
that Mr. Caraballo was being released 
and had an active Bench Warrant out 
of the Carmel Justice Court for Failure 
to Appear. He was arraigned by a judge 
and released on his own recognizance 
pending a future court date.

On December 15, Carmel Police 
arrested a 26-year-old Mahopac man 
after he was stopped for making an 
illegal left turn out of one of the town’s 
shopping centers. He was charged with 
Aggravated Unlicensed Operation in 
the 3rd Degree, a misdemeanor, and 
Unlicensed Operator and Failed to Obey 
a Traffic Control Device, both violations. 
He was released on his own recognizance 
pending a future court date.

On December 20, Carmel Police 
arrested Ryan Champagne, 32, of Kent 
after he appeared in Kent Justice Court 
and it was determined that he had an 
active Bench Warrant out of the Carmel 
Justice Court for Failure to Pay a Fine. He 
was arraigned by a judge and released on 

his own recognizance pending a future 
court date.

On December 22, Carmel Police 
arrested a 24-year-old Hopewell Junction 
man after he was involved in a property 
damage automobile accident. He was 
charged with Aggravated Unlicensed 
Operation in the 3rd Degree, a 
misdemeanor, and Unlicensed Operator, 
a violation. He was released on his own 
recognizance pending a future court date.

On December 23, Carmel Police 
arrested a 20-year-old Mahopac man 
after he was stopped for speeding 
and the officer an odor of Marihuana 
emanating from the vehicle. A quantity 
was discovered inside the vehicle and 
the operator was charged with Unlawful 
Possession of Marihuana and Speed in 
Zone, both violations. He was released on 
his own recognizance pending a future 
court date.

On December 27, Carmel Police 
arrested a 17-year-old Putnam Valley man 
after his vehicle was observed parked on 
the grounds of one of the town’s schools. 
He was charged with Unlawful Possession 
of Marihuana, a violation, after a quantity 
of Marihuana was located in his vehicle. 

He was released on his own recognizance 
pending a future court date.

On December 31, Carmel Police 
arrested a 26-year-old Shrub Oak woman 
after she was involved in a property 
damage automobile accident. She was 
charged with Aggravated Unlicensed 
Operation in the 3rd Degree, a 
misdemeanor, and Unlicensed Operator, 
Uninspected Motor Vehicle, Bald Tires, 
and Unlawful Possession of Marihuana, 
all violations. She was released on her 
own recognizance pending a future court 
date.

On January 3, Carmel Police arrested 
Danielle Bakmezian, 22, of Carmel after 
she was involved in a verbal dispute. 
Officers discovered that she was fugitive 
from justice, wanted out of Prince 
George’s County, Maryland for Unlawful 
Taking of a Vehicle. She was arrested 
and brought to the Putnam County 
Correctional Facility to be lodged while 
awaiting an extradition hearing to 
determine if she would be brought back 
to Maryland to answer the charges.

On January 3, Carmel Police arrested 
Daniel Weber, 38, of Yorktown after he 
turned himself in on an active Bench 

Warrant out of the Carmel Justice Court 
for Failure to Appear. He was arraigned 
by a judge and released on his own 
recognizance pending a future court date.

On January 4, Carmel Police arrested 
a 33-year-old Mahopac man after a 
resident contacted the police to report 
an erratic driver. He was located in the 
parking lot of one of the town’s shopping 
centers. He was charged with Aggravated 
Unlicensed Operation in the 3rd 
Degree, a misdemeanor, and Unlicensed 
Operator, a violation. He was released on 
his own recognizance pending a future 
court date.

On January 5, Carmel Police arrested 
a 31-year-old Brewster man after he 
was stopped for having an uninspected 
vehicle. He was charged with Aggravated 
Unlicensed Operation in the 3rd 
Degree and Operating a Motor Vehicle 
with a Suspended Registration, both 
misdemeanors, and Unregistered Motor 
Vehicle, Uninspected Motor Vehicle, and 
Unlicensed Operator, all violations. He 
was released on his own recognizance 
pending a future court date.

Carmel Police Department Blotter 
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It was quite some time ago, 
but how well I remember that 
“almost” house showing. As 
soon as the front door opened, 
it was evident that the sellers 
were smokers and animal 
lovers. All it required was a 
casual whiff. 

My buyer clients, particularly 
the wife who said she had 
multiple allergy issues, refused 
to go past the entrance hall.

I was in a quandary about 
how to tactfully point out the 
issue to the listing agent, but it 
needed to be addressed. 

When it comes time to sell 
a house, there are many issues 
to be discussed to make it 
attractive to prospective buyers, from 
curb appeal to functionality of all systems. 
Realtors are eager to provide advice 
to guide sellers through the process of 
“getting ready.”

Probably the most sensitive issue to 
address is unpleasant odor in the house. 
Every home has a particular smell. 
Sometimes it’s good, sometimes not. 
When it’s good, we might want to savor 
it and remember it, but when it’s bad, 
both we and a prospective buyer want to 
escape.

When I rented my first apartment as 
a college student, it was in the basement 

of a private home, which was 
only slightly above grade and 
faced the north side of the 
house. It had a musty smell 
caused by the moisture in the 
air that was so thick that the 
walls would sometimes weep 
from it. Being a proactive 
tenant, even as a 19- year-
old, I petitioned the landlady 
to buy a de-humidifier for 
me. I kept it running day and 
night to make the air quality 
acceptable.

The next time I was keenly 
aware of objectionable house 
smells was in the apartment 
of a very old lady who had 
invited me, as part-time 

antiques dealer at the time, to buy some 
of her possessions. When I entered her 
apartment, located in an old former 
Brooklyn hotel, I was hit with a very 
unpleasant smell that is difficult to 
describe.  

The windows were shrouded in heavy 
curtains and shades, and the furniture 
was deeply tufted. She was lovely and 
I was getting tremendous deals, but I 
couldn’t wait to leave the terrible smell of 
her living environment.

I’m embarrassed to admit that I thought 
the smell was coming from what I had 
heard was called “old people smell,” but 

that was a wrong assumption. 
There is no such thing, according to 

experts, including Valerie Maziarz of 
Oxygen Sanitizing Systems. There may 
be closed windows and no air flow or it 
may be from their personal habits, and 
the odors just don’t have an opportunity 
to dissipate.

“It’s the circumstances of the old 
person’s environment,” Maziarz said. 
“The three most common causes of house 
odor are smoking, pets and mold. Usually 
people are not aware of the first two odors 
when they live with them. They are very 
aware of mold, however, either because 
of the smell or allergic reaction, and that 
is something they want to do something 
about. Toxic mold produces a chemical 
called mycotoxins which can cause 
serious illnesses that can be fatal.”

Pet smell and the odor from smoking 
may not raise a danger signal as much 
as toxic mold, but when you think about 
it, the source of the smoking smell can 
be very harmful to the one who smokes 
and the one who breathes in second hand 
smoke. Pets can be anathema to those 
with severe allergies to them. 

Both smells can be addressed with 
home remedies when the source moves 
on, but toxic mold, which is reputed to 
have hastened the death of television 
personality Ed McMahon, should be 
handled by a professional remediation 

service.
“Our system neutralizes the organisms 

that cause the smells to oxidize them, and 
break them down,” Maziarz said.  

If a house is being readied for sale and 
the owner is advised to eliminate the 
smell of smoking or pets, the best cure 
is good ventilation. The process can be 
expedited on a do-it-yourself basis with 
baking soda, that old standby that we 
know from our mothers placing a box 
in the refrigerator. Baking soda can be 
sprinkled on furniture and carpeting that 
has absorbed smoking or pet odors, and 
after it sits for several hours, is vacuumed. 

The worst thing to do about household 
odors is to try to mask them with candles, 
incense or other products. The layered 
smells can be worse than the original 
offending odor.  

For those who need to address 
household odors prior to listing, Oxygen 
Sanitizing systems can be reached at 877-
244-3080.

Primavera is a Realtor® associated with 
William Raveis Real Estate and Founder 
of Primavera Public Relations, Inc. (www.
PrimaveraPR.com). His real estate site 
is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com, and 
his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.com. To 
engage the services of The Home Guru to 
market your home for sale, call 914-522-
2076.

Sniffing for and Handling Those Terrible Household Odors

Donald Trump 
is now the most 
powerful man on 
earth and, based 
on his inauguration 
speech, the savior 
of disenfranchised 
men and women in 
the United States. 

Without 
introducing politics 

or ideology into my wine-centric column, 
which I will never do, I thought about 
what my perspective is as a wine writer, as 
opposed to other private citizens, in the 
new era of President Trump.

Does this “American carnage,” to 
use President Trump’s phrase in his 
inauguration speech, apply to the 
majority of Americans or to those who 
have been subjected to the “inequalities” 
in our country? 

Without denigrating those who have 
been deeply impacted by the economics 
of the 21st century, allow me to focus on 
the one industry this column is dedicated 
to – the wine industry.

As factory jobs were impacted by 
robotics, technological advances and 
international trade treaties, scores of 
Americans were laid off. 

As white collar jobs were impacted by 
gains in productivity techniques fostered 
by technology and hedge fund activists, 

Americans were laid off. 
As new energy sources 

were mainstreamed, and 
as they replaced traditional 
sources, predominantly 
coal, American workers 
were laid off.

And the list goes on. 
Clearly, the days of traditional jobs in 
this country is in inexorable decline. 
Department of Labor statistics make it 
clear that demand for blue collar and 
white collar workers is waning, while jobs 
requiring advanced skills, predominantly 
engineers and software programmers, go 
unfilled. 

A new Industrial Revolution is gaining 
traction. The Gartner Group predicts that 
by 2025, one-third of today’s jobs will 
be replaced by robots and technological 
advances. Another report, issued last 
week by the World Economic Forum, 
predicts a mixed jobs future: nearly 65 
percent of children starting primary 
school today will end up working in jobs 
that don’t yet exist.

Through this evolutionary (some would 
say revolutionary) change in the market 
force, the wine industry has continually 
adapted and survived. For centuries, 
through industrial revolution, political 
revolution and economic revolution, 
the core of this industry has weathered 
numerous storms. 

I attribute this to 
the ingenuity and 
entrepreneurial talents 
of winemakers. Here I 
am referring not to the 2 
percent of wine industry 
companies who control 
84 percent of the industry 

output, but the small producers who are 
in control of their own destiny, making 
decisions over dinner tables rather than 
boardroom tables. 

In the face of annual challenges from 
nature, they have adapted and acclimated. 
Unlike their brethren laboring in factory 
jobs or coal mines, they can adapt to 
changing environments and technological 
challenges with an independent focus and 
are able to withstand cyclical business 
results. However, just as corporate 
business may succumb to sustained cash 
flow shortfalls, so too wine producers. 
If winemakers can’t withstand sustained 
shortages of cash, brought about by lower 
vineyard yields or market competition, 
they too will succumb.

Productivity on the factory floor and 
in white collar offices is typically driven 
by financial decisions in corporate 
boardrooms. Productivity in wineries 
is typically driven by the vagaries of 
nature in the vineyards. Ideal weather 
conditions bring high-yielding crops and 
greater sales; excessive rain, hail and/or 

drought bring lower yielding crops and 
reduced profitability. The sophisticated 
business models and quantitative 
analysis employed in corporate America 
to enhance productivity and bottom 
line results is irrelevant in a vineyard 
pummeled by rain or hailstorms at the 
peak of grape ripening.  

Through all of this disruption, small 
wineries are expected to persist. Not 
driven by bottom lines, but by respect for 
tradition, and having a longer perspective 
of success than other industries, family-
owned wineries persevere through 
unpredictable harvests and competitive 
pressures. 

As we embark on a new administration, 
with unique perspectives on the American 
economy and populace, let us remember 
that personal success comes from inner 
drive and conviction, not necessarily from 
corporate and bureaucratic mandates.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

Have Wine Industry Jobs Been as Susceptible to Decline as Other Industries?

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
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Ongoing 
Town Square Pizza café in Patterson, 

NY on Route 311.  Charity of the Month.  
Pizza with a Purpose:  Each month, Town 
Square Pizza Cafe will donate a portion of 
every pizza pie purchase directly to a local 
charity or non-profit! Your pizza purchase 
will not only taste delicious, but will also 
be supporting the lives of your neighbors 
in the local community.   Please support 
us…Eat PIZZA. Donations can also be 
made directly to the Putnam County 
Children’s Committee- (PCCC) at PO 
Box 187, Carmel, NY 10512. No donation 
too small. 100 percent of the donation 
goes directly to the children of Putnam 
County.
Winter Camp: 

Kids Winter Camp at Clearpool:  
Green Chimneys Clearpool Campus, 
33 Clearpool Road, Carmel.  Also 2/21, 
9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. daily. Description: 
What better way for kids to spend the 
school break than a wintry week of 
camp classics? A full week of fun and 
educational programming includes 
hiking, crafts, campfire activities, games, 
songs and a daily theme to tie together 
the activities of the day. It’s a great way 
to let kids experience the environment 
at a time of year they may not normally 
spend outdoors. For children and teens 
ages 5-14 • Single day and full-week 
options • Daily lunch and snack provided 
Cost: $40 per person, single day. Register 

here: http://clearpool.greenchimneys.
org/upcoming-events/?s=0&event=50 
Contact person: Stacey Damiano, 
sdamiano@greenchimneys.org 845-225-
8226 ext. 606
Daily: 

EA Test Prep Team is here to assist 
you every step of the way. Each member 
of the team wants you to be accepted to 
the college of your choice. Start preparing 
today by calling EA Test Prep at 845-
582-0017 or visit our website at www.
eatestprep.com to learn about how we can 
help you achieve your college goals.

Winter session of Reading Buddies 
at the Kent Library:  If you’re in 1st 
through 4th grade, you can participate 
in Kent Public Library’s Winter session 
of Reading Buddies! Running from daily 
from January 9th through April 1st.  
Reading Buddies is a program that pairs 
teen volunteers with students in grades 
1st through 4th grade. Reading Buddy 
applications are available at the Library. 
Contact Rebecca Newman, the Children’s 
Librarian, at 845-225-8585 for more 
information.  The library is located at 17 
Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes. 
Wednesdays

Craft Time for Preschoolers at the 
Brewster Public Library, from 11 a.m.-
11:45 a.m., until March 8.  Children 
ages 3-5 and their caregivers are invited 
to make a creative seasonal or holiday 

related craft.  Some crafts may be messy; 
please dress accordingly. Registration 
is required.  For more information call 
845-279-6421 or visit http://tinyurl.com/
zjbkyjf.  
Tuesday, January 24 

Magic Tree House Book Club at Kent 
Library: 4:30 p.m. -5:15 p.m. We’ll be 
discussing “Pirates Past Noon” by Mary 
Pope Osborne. Travel through time and 
explore history with Jack and Annie on 
their many adventures. We will discuss 
the book, learn more about the time they 
travel to and enjoy making a craft.  This 
club is open to those in 1st, 2nd & 3rd 
grades.  Registration is required.  You may 
register for the program by going to www.
kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent Public 
Library at 845-225-8585.  The library is 
located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes. 
Thursday, January, 26

The Tri-State IBM Retirees Club will 
hold their January meeting:  1:30 p.m. in 
the meeting hall of the United Methodist 
Church, 1176 E Main St, Shrub Oak.  The 
guest speaker is Karen Erickson, Director 
of Pharmacy at NYPresbyterian/Hudson 
Valley Hospital, who will discuss taking 
medications safely. Dues for 2017 will be 
collected.  Sign in and refreshments at 
1pm.  Info: 914-528-5916

Understanding Medicare Coverage:  
Patterson Library, 1167 Rte. 311 
Patterson.  1 p.m. Bernadette Pacific 
of Medi-Claims Specialist in Patterson 
discusses important details you need to 
know about Medicare. Learn about the 
changes in the Medicare system, Part A 
& B coverage, costs, and how Medicare 
works with supplemental insurance. 
There will be a Q&A period at the end 
of the workshop. Registration required, 

space is limited. Free program. For more 
information, visit us online at www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click on calendar 
or call 845-878-6121 x10.
Wednesday, February 2 

Adult Fans of LEGO® Night at 
LEGOLAND® Discovery Center 
Westchester – Have you wanted to 
visit LEGOLAND® Discovery Center 
Westchester but don’t have any little ones 
in your life? Is the little kid in you looking 
for a fun night out? Do you need a night 
away from the kids but want something 
different to do? Check out Adult Fans of 
LEGO® Night for games, prizes, fun and 
more. Build and share ideas with the 
Master Model Builder, LUG members and 
other Adult Fans of LEGO®. Experience 
LEGOLAND® Discovery Center’s rides, 
4D theater and endless amounts of 
LEGO bricks. Must be 18 years or over 
to attend. LEGOLAND Discovery Center 
Westchester, 39 Fitzgerald Street, Yonkers.  
Cost: $15.00. Time: 7:00pm – 9:00pm. 866-
243-0770. www.legolanddiscoverycenter.
com/westchester.
Monday, February 6 

Free Square Dancing Fun Nights:  
Friendly Squares Dance Club announces 
2 free square dancing fun nights. Also 
Monday, February 13th from 7:30 p.m.-
9 p.m. at Katonah Methodist Church 
Parish Hall, 44 Edgemont Rd, Katonah.  
Square dancing is a lot of fun and great 
exercise for both the body and mind.  It is 
an enjoyable activity for all ages and also 
an opportunity to meet new people and 
make new friends.  This event is open to 
singles, couples and families. The attire 
is casual and no experience is necessary.  
For more information, contact Tee at 
(914)433-2919. 

Crossword Answers

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com

Small NewS iS BiG NewS
advertising@theexaminernews.com

914.864.0878
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 012417

continued on next page

ADOPTION
Fun Crazy Loving Couple Seeking to 
Adopt Baby. Husband Chef Wife Teach-
er. Top US Schools. Dogs Beach Sun Flip 
Flops. 631-432-5591 or www.debraandjef-
freyadopt.com

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AAR-
ON AT 914-654-1683

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver Coins, 
Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics Etc., Call 
Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

FINANCIAL
CONVENTIONAL & BANK RATE FI-
NANCING, Fix’n Flips, Hard-Bridge 
Loans, No Documents-Stated Income 
Programs, $100K-$100 Million, Pur-
chase-Refinance, SFH-1-4, Multi-family, 
Mixed Use, Commercial, 888-565-9477

HEALTH
IF YOU HAD HIP OR KNEE REPLACE-

MENT SURGERY AND SUFFERED AN 
INFECTION between 2010 and the pres-
ent time, you may be entitled to compen-
sation. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

HELP WANTED
HISTOGENETICS, LLC SEEKS 
PHARMACEUTICAL GENETICS 
SCIENTISTS to conduct research and 
development of biotechnology-based 
pharmaceuticals for HLA genes and pro-
teins.Evaluate genetic and pharmaceutical 
data by performing appropriate math-
ematical and statistical calculations and 
analyses from HLA interactions. Analyze 
determinants responsible for immune re-
sponses to external and internal variables 
in HLA molecules. Req’d MA in Biology, 
pharmacy or related. Send resume to job 
location: 300 Executive Blvd, Ossining, 
NY 10562.

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

LAND WANTED
LAND WANTED: Cash buyer seeks large 
acreage 200+ acres in the Central/Finger 
Lakes and Catskills Regions of NY State. 
Brokers welcome. For immediate con-
fidential response, call 607-353-8068 or 
email info@NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LEGAL NOTICES
75 HILLSIDE AVENUE, LLC FILED 
AN ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 
with the NYS Dept. of State on 12-9-16.  
The office of the LLC is located in West-
chester County.  The NY Secretary of State 

has been designated as the agent upon 
whom process may be served.  NYSS may 
mail a copy of any process to the LLC at: 
John Credaroli, 2 Columbus Avenue, 
Valhalla, NY 10595.  Purpose: Any law-
ful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SIL-
VER RUSH PRODUCTIONS, LLC. 
ARTS Of ORG filed with Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 12/05/2016. Office 
Location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: c/o United States Corpora-
tion Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Avenue, 
Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ANDY 
ROBLES LLC/A ROBLES LLC RE-
CENTLY WITH IRS. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on September 8th, 
2016. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 17 
Limerick St., Stamford, CT 06902. Pur-
pose: Landscaping and hardscaping.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF TAX-
SOLUTION4EXPATS.COM, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 11/14/2016.Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Seung Yup Kang, 27 Overlook 
street, Mount Vernon, New York 10552. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HARD-
CORE REALTY LLC FILED WITH 
SSNY ON 12/6/16.  Office in Westches-
ter County.  SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 829 Franklin Avenue, Thorn-
wood NY 10594.  Purpose:  any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF WOL-
VERINE SECURITY LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 
09/26/2016.  Office loc: Westchester. SSNY 
designated as agent upon whom process 
against it may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
373 Downing Dr., Yorktown Heights, 
NY 10598. Purpose: Security Business.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

MODULAR CONSTRUCTION
EINSTEIN MODULAR CONSTRUC-

TION- WHOLESALE FACTORY DI-
RECT PRICING. VISIT WWW.EIN-
STEINMODULARCONSTRUCTION.
COM TO VIEW PLANS AND INVOIC-
ES. WE WILL BUILD ANY PLAN. 845-
734*EMC2(3622)

REAL ESTATE
LENDER ORDERED SALE! Catskill 
Mtn Farm Land! 39 acres- $84,900 (cash 
price) Incredible valley views, fields, 
woods, spring, stonewalls! Twn rd, utili-
ties! Terms are avail! 888-905-8847 NewY-
orkLandandLakes.com

REAL ESTATE
LENDER ORDERED SALE! Catskill 
Mtn Farm Land! 39 acres- $84,900 (cash 
price) Incredible valley views, fields, 
woods, spring, stonewalls! Twn rd, utili-
ties! Terms are avail! 888-905-8847 NewY-
orkLandandLakes.com

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
Sebastian, Florida (East Coast) Beach 
Cove is an Age Restricted Community 
where friends are easily made. Sebastian 
is an Old Florida fishing village with a 
quaint atmosphere yet excellent medical 
facilities, shopping and restaurants. Direct 
flights from Newark to Vero Beach. New 
manufactured homes from 89,900. 772-
581-0080; www.beach-cove.com.

READING TUTOR
M.S. Ed., Ph.D.  Remediation and sup-
port for children in grades K-4 expe-
riencing reading difficulties.  Phonics-
based instruction with a strong emphasis 
on confidence building.  amslitskills@
gmail.com

 
TRAINING
O.S.H.A.   10 Hr. Outreach COMPLI-
ANCE SAFETY TRAINING CON-
STRUCTION (IN ENGLISH) HELD AT 
THE ELKS LODGE #2101 RT. 22 Brew-
ster or company facility’s Putnam, West-
chester, Duchess, CT Must pre- Register
845-743-5324 EMAIL-macarcich@gmail.
com Authorized Outreached trainer 
#1285-C0100219

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook
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Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49
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Mahopac junior F Claire Felix goes baseline for two of  her game-high 14 points last Friday night in the host Indians’ 47-28 win over Alex Barry (R) and the Carmel Rams, who failed to solve Felix (averaging nearly 
16 PPG this season), or Mahopac, in either game this season... see Girls Hoops Notebook
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Claire & 
Present 
Danger!

Mahopac 
Completes 

Sweep of 
Carmel
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Boys Hoops NotebookSports Boys Hoops NotebookSports
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Somers F Marc Maestri goes up for two against defense of  Panas F Jacub 
Celestine in Tuskers’ 65-64 win over Panthers last Friday.

Not Much Separating Mid-Level Teams on Class A Circuit
TZ, Byram Remain Favorites, Rest is Up for Grabs
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

Enigmatic would best describe the local 
Section 1 hoops scene. It is tough to gauge 
basketball in and about the Northern 
Westchester/Putnam County region, 
particularly Class A teams, including Hen 
Hud, Somers, Peekskill and Walter Panas; 
several with legit playoff hopes, all whom 
suffered puzzling losses last week. And 
after a terrific 7-0 start, Class AA Yorktown 
has also become an enigma after dropping 
four of the last five.
CLASS A

PEEKSKILL (10-4, 3-1) has won three 
of four but the one loss to Woodlands 
cost dearly in the opening round of the 
inaugural Lou Panznaro Sr. Basketball 
Tournament. CJ Redd (20 points) and 
Shion Darby (21) did all they could to give 
the Red Devils a one-point lead with five 
seconds left, but the Class B Falcons got it 
done on their final possession. However, 
the Falcons could not seal the deal in the 
finals where they were defeated by John Jay 
CR (9-5) and Coach Henry Taylor, who 
played under Coach Lou Panzanaro Jr. in 
the early 90s.

“To come home and win here at Peekskill 
is a great feeling personally,” admitted 
Coach Taylor, who guided Lincoln Hall to 
a pair of section titles in 2004-09. “It’s one 
of my proudest moments as a coach.”

Red Devil Nadame Tucker (16 points) 
and Redd (14) led the way in the 65-54 
consy win over Hamilton.

Our Lady of Lourdes (10-4) Coach Jim 
Santoro Warriors pulled away down the 
stretch to defeat visiting HENDRICK         
HUDSON, 60-54, in a League II-E game 
last Friday night and admitted he would 
hate to have to face the Sailors (7-6, 2-3) in 
the playoffs where the Warriors should be 
a prime factor. Sailor Greg Fucheck scored 
eight of his 20 points in the fourth quarter.

Mekhi Gray had 15 points for the Sailors 
in a 53-34 win over Ossining Saturday at 
Pace University where the Sailors snapped 
a four-game skid.

“I think Class A is in a very competitive 
place overall with Byram Hills and TZ 
undoubtedly the teams to beat,” Sailor 
skipper Jordan Hirsch said. “We have lost 
six games by a total of 15 points; I look at 
how typical teenagers would see that and 
maybe start injecting negativity into the 
situation, but our players have stayed on 
a positive path, on a hungry path. I think 
that the attitude inside of our locker room 
hasn't wavered. We were on the road 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday (Wednesday 
and Friday in Dutchess) and we knew that 
this week would be difficult not only in 
the travel/quick turnaround in games, but 
most definitely in the high quality of our 
opponents. I admire the way this team has 

stayed together and that they're fight has 
never been in question. We will always be 
searching for things to improve on and this 
week gave us a lot to consider and work 
toward improving going forward.”

SOMERS (8-6, 4-1) lost to a struggling 
BREWSTER (3-8, 1-3) by a 55-52 count, 

Yorktown G Marc Spinelli (3) wheels and deals in OT loss to Fox Lane.

Put Valley F Darnel Shillingford powers up against 
Haldane F Anthony Lombardo in Tigers’ win over 
Blue Devils.

Yorktown’s Matt Severino collars rebound in loss 
to Fox Lane last Thursday.

Yorktown’s Kyle Casey (L) and Matt Severino put 
hammer down on Fox Lane’s Preston McKenney in 
Huskers’ OT loss to Foxes last Thursday.

and as vexing as the loss was, the reason 
might be more worrisome.

“We came into the Brewster game 
thinking we could just walk on them,” 
Somers senior G Matt Pires admitted. “We 
had no energy whatsoever.”

Much as we love the Tuskers for the 
awesome fall sports campaign they 
provided, no energy is inexcusable, 
especially when lit Harry Dignan is on the 
other side. The sharpshooting sophomore 
dropped a career-high 28 points and hit 
five 3s and went 7 of 7 from the stripe. If 
the Bears can put some players around 
Dignan in the future, Brewster might be 
damn fun to watch.

Somers saw senior Captain Marc Maestri 
total 15 points to lead five Tuskers in 
double figures in a 65-64 win over visiting 
PANAS (6-9-, 1-3) Friday. Brandon Ramos 
scored 21 for Panas, which has lost three 
straight to become the poster child for the 

enigmatic campaign. Panther G Brandon 
Hodge added 19. If Panas brings its a-game, 
they’ll be a tough out in the playoffs. We 
just haven’t seen enough of it.

On the bright side for Somers; the 
Tuskers are 4-1 in the league and hold the 
tiebreaker against John Jay CR (4-1) in the 
form of a 63-53 league win. The Tuskers 
will host the Indians this Thursday with 
major league-title implications on the line.

LAKELAND (4-8) saw its modest two-
game win streak halted in a 57-52 loss to 
visiting John Jay CR. Coach Steve Fallo’s 
boys are competing and playing hard as 
we hear it, and they are better than their 
record would reflect.
CLASS AA

YORKTOWN (8-4, 1-2) has come back 
to earth of late. Sandwiched in between 
losses to Panas and Fox Lane, is a 52-49 win 
over Somers that seemed to right the ship, 
and the Huskers led Fox Lane (8-5, 3-1), 
the reigning Class AA sectional champion, 
deep into the fourth quarter before falling 
52-48 in OT.

Perhaps most upsetting to Coach Kevin 
Downes was the fact that the Huskers 
failed miserably in their effort to guard the 
perimeter, allowing Fox dead-eye shooter 
Will Meyers to rip off six 3-balls. 

As leading scorer Tanner Dyslin recovers 
from an ankle injury, the Huskers have 
also dug themselves in a deep hole within 
League I-D where Greeley (9-7, 4-1) and 
Fox Lane sit atop the standings.

“Tanner hasn't played in three of the 
four losses and only a few minutes in the 
other two games,” Husker Coach Kevin 
Downes said. “He is without question our 
leading scorer and team leader. It’s hard to 
replace 18 points per game, nine rebounds 
and his leadership. Our losses are a clear 
reflection of our inexperience. These kids 
have played hard in Tanner’s absence, but 
we've made some mistakes in critical spots 
that have hurt. We have some kids playing 

more minutes than they were accustomed 
to early in the year, and while I think that 
may help us in the long term, it has hurt us 
during this stretch. I really like this team 
and feel confident we will finish strong.”

CARMEL (6-7, 2-1) had its biggest win 
of the year in a 61-59 League I-A win over 
visiting Arlington (8-4) last Wednesday 
when Andrew Dileo and Kyle Shilling 
scored 17 points apiece and Brenden Cody 
added 14. And here come MAHOPAC (3-
11) to pay a visit next Monday when the 
Rams will be seeking some payback for 
an opening-season loss back in early Dec. 
After winning two in a row, the Indians 
have dropped three straight and are in 
need of wins to qualify for the post season.

OSSINING (3-11) is in the same boat, 
but the Pride shocked the section last week 
in a 72-62 shellacking of Fox Lane. Robert 
Valdez (22 points), Fritz (21 points), Jay 
Criss (12 points, 8 rebounds, 3 seals) and 
Adrien Griffin (11 points) were all key 
factors.
CLASS B/C

CROTON-HARMON (9-3) has seen an 
uptick in its play in recent weeks, including 
a last-second loss to Briarcliff, plus last 
week’s league victories over Valhalla and 
a 47-35 win over Pleasantville. Miles 
Ackerman (6 rebounds, 1 assist), Charlie 
Goldberg (22 points, 4 assists, 1 rebound), 
Sean Macarchuk (10 points, 3 rebounds, 
2 assists) and Rory Parker (7 points, 1 
rebound) led the way.

“Just a tremendous defensive effort,” 
Croton boss Ben Martucci said of the 
Pleasantville game.  “This was a very 
important league win over a quality 
Pleasantville team. That closed out a very 
important week for us.”

“Our defensive effort was tremendous 
this week,” he added, “with Parker once 
again setting the tone. Goldberg led us 
with 22 points, and showed his leadership 

down the stretch when it mattered the 
most, by hitting clutch free throws in the 
fourth quarter. Defensive intensity came 
from Gennarelli and Rago as well, and 
Ackerman was back at it on the boards as 
he led us in rebounding.  Gennarelli is a 
"team-first" guy, and drew a huge charge 
call at a crucial point late in the game.

PUTNAM VALLEY (5-8) defeated 
HALDANE (5-7), 53-32, in a game 
that figured to be much closer. The 
youthful Tigers, who are running out a 
ton of sophomores on a nightly basis, 
are beginning to grow into a team that 
might challenge in Class B the next two 
years. Led by sophs TJ Brescia and Darnel 
Shillingford, PV is making strides and will 
need to find another gear in the days ahead 
with league front-runner North Salem and 
Brewster on the docket.

At the urging of  a well-dressed superfan Chris 
Smajlaj, Somers G Lucas Fecci goes up for two 
points in win over Panas.

Haldane G Alex Kubic is met by Put Valley’s Ryan 
Soto in Tigers’ win over Blue Devils.

Panas G Brandon Hodge goes up for two against 
Somers F Marc Maestri in Tuskers’ win over 
Panthers.

Put Valley G Marc Zadrima fires J against defense 
from Haldane C Blaine Fitzgerald in Tigers’ win 
over Blue Devils.

Putnam Valley F TJ Brescia and Haldane C Blaine 
Fitzgerald battle for rebound in Tigers’ win over 
Blue Devils last Wednesday.

Somers junior Lorenzo Bicknese fires J in 
Tuskers’ 65- 64 win over visiting Panas last 
Friday.
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Somers F Marc Maestri goes up for two against defense of  Panas F Jacub 
Celestine in Tuskers’ 65-64 win over Panthers last Friday.

Not Much Separating Mid-Level Teams on Class A Circuit
TZ, Byram Remain Favorites, Rest is Up for Grabs
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

Enigmatic would best describe the local 
Section 1 hoops scene. It is tough to gauge 
basketball in and about the Northern 
Westchester/Putnam County region, 
particularly Class A teams, including Hen 
Hud, Somers, Peekskill and Walter Panas; 
several with legit playoff hopes, all whom 
suffered puzzling losses last week. And 
after a terrific 7-0 start, Class AA Yorktown 
has also become an enigma after dropping 
four of the last five.
CLASS A

PEEKSKILL (10-4, 3-1) has won three 
of four but the one loss to Woodlands 
cost dearly in the opening round of the 
inaugural Lou Panznaro Sr. Basketball 
Tournament. CJ Redd (20 points) and 
Shion Darby (21) did all they could to give 
the Red Devils a one-point lead with five 
seconds left, but the Class B Falcons got it 
done on their final possession. However, 
the Falcons could not seal the deal in the 
finals where they were defeated by John Jay 
CR (9-5) and Coach Henry Taylor, who 
played under Coach Lou Panzanaro Jr. in 
the early 90s.

“To come home and win here at Peekskill 
is a great feeling personally,” admitted 
Coach Taylor, who guided Lincoln Hall to 
a pair of section titles in 2004-09. “It’s one 
of my proudest moments as a coach.”

Red Devil Nadame Tucker (16 points) 
and Redd (14) led the way in the 65-54 
consy win over Hamilton.

Our Lady of Lourdes (10-4) Coach Jim 
Santoro Warriors pulled away down the 
stretch to defeat visiting HENDRICK         
HUDSON, 60-54, in a League II-E game 
last Friday night and admitted he would 
hate to have to face the Sailors (7-6, 2-3) in 
the playoffs where the Warriors should be 
a prime factor. Sailor Greg Fucheck scored 
eight of his 20 points in the fourth quarter.

Mekhi Gray had 15 points for the Sailors 
in a 53-34 win over Ossining Saturday at 
Pace University where the Sailors snapped 
a four-game skid.

“I think Class A is in a very competitive 
place overall with Byram Hills and TZ 
undoubtedly the teams to beat,” Sailor 
skipper Jordan Hirsch said. “We have lost 
six games by a total of 15 points; I look at 
how typical teenagers would see that and 
maybe start injecting negativity into the 
situation, but our players have stayed on 
a positive path, on a hungry path. I think 
that the attitude inside of our locker room 
hasn't wavered. We were on the road 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday (Wednesday 
and Friday in Dutchess) and we knew that 
this week would be difficult not only in 
the travel/quick turnaround in games, but 
most definitely in the high quality of our 
opponents. I admire the way this team has 

stayed together and that they're fight has 
never been in question. We will always be 
searching for things to improve on and this 
week gave us a lot to consider and work 
toward improving going forward.”

SOMERS (8-6, 4-1) lost to a struggling 
BREWSTER (3-8, 1-3) by a 55-52 count, 

Yorktown G Marc Spinelli (3) wheels and deals in OT loss to Fox Lane.

Put Valley F Darnel Shillingford powers up against 
Haldane F Anthony Lombardo in Tigers’ win over 
Blue Devils.

Yorktown’s Matt Severino collars rebound in loss 
to Fox Lane last Thursday.

Yorktown’s Kyle Casey (L) and Matt Severino put 
hammer down on Fox Lane’s Preston McKenney in 
Huskers’ OT loss to Foxes last Thursday.

and as vexing as the loss was, the reason 
might be more worrisome.

“We came into the Brewster game 
thinking we could just walk on them,” 
Somers senior G Matt Pires admitted. “We 
had no energy whatsoever.”

Much as we love the Tuskers for the 
awesome fall sports campaign they 
provided, no energy is inexcusable, 
especially when lit Harry Dignan is on the 
other side. The sharpshooting sophomore 
dropped a career-high 28 points and hit 
five 3s and went 7 of 7 from the stripe. If 
the Bears can put some players around 
Dignan in the future, Brewster might be 
damn fun to watch.

Somers saw senior Captain Marc Maestri 
total 15 points to lead five Tuskers in 
double figures in a 65-64 win over visiting 
PANAS (6-9-, 1-3) Friday. Brandon Ramos 
scored 21 for Panas, which has lost three 
straight to become the poster child for the 

enigmatic campaign. Panther G Brandon 
Hodge added 19. If Panas brings its a-game, 
they’ll be a tough out in the playoffs. We 
just haven’t seen enough of it.

On the bright side for Somers; the 
Tuskers are 4-1 in the league and hold the 
tiebreaker against John Jay CR (4-1) in the 
form of a 63-53 league win. The Tuskers 
will host the Indians this Thursday with 
major league-title implications on the line.

LAKELAND (4-8) saw its modest two-
game win streak halted in a 57-52 loss to 
visiting John Jay CR. Coach Steve Fallo’s 
boys are competing and playing hard as 
we hear it, and they are better than their 
record would reflect.
CLASS AA

YORKTOWN (8-4, 1-2) has come back 
to earth of late. Sandwiched in between 
losses to Panas and Fox Lane, is a 52-49 win 
over Somers that seemed to right the ship, 
and the Huskers led Fox Lane (8-5, 3-1), 
the reigning Class AA sectional champion, 
deep into the fourth quarter before falling 
52-48 in OT.

Perhaps most upsetting to Coach Kevin 
Downes was the fact that the Huskers 
failed miserably in their effort to guard the 
perimeter, allowing Fox dead-eye shooter 
Will Meyers to rip off six 3-balls. 

As leading scorer Tanner Dyslin recovers 
from an ankle injury, the Huskers have 
also dug themselves in a deep hole within 
League I-D where Greeley (9-7, 4-1) and 
Fox Lane sit atop the standings.

“Tanner hasn't played in three of the 
four losses and only a few minutes in the 
other two games,” Husker Coach Kevin 
Downes said. “He is without question our 
leading scorer and team leader. It’s hard to 
replace 18 points per game, nine rebounds 
and his leadership. Our losses are a clear 
reflection of our inexperience. These kids 
have played hard in Tanner’s absence, but 
we've made some mistakes in critical spots 
that have hurt. We have some kids playing 

more minutes than they were accustomed 
to early in the year, and while I think that 
may help us in the long term, it has hurt us 
during this stretch. I really like this team 
and feel confident we will finish strong.”

CARMEL (6-7, 2-1) had its biggest win 
of the year in a 61-59 League I-A win over 
visiting Arlington (8-4) last Wednesday 
when Andrew Dileo and Kyle Shilling 
scored 17 points apiece and Brenden Cody 
added 14. And here come MAHOPAC (3-
11) to pay a visit next Monday when the 
Rams will be seeking some payback for 
an opening-season loss back in early Dec. 
After winning two in a row, the Indians 
have dropped three straight and are in 
need of wins to qualify for the post season.

OSSINING (3-11) is in the same boat, 
but the Pride shocked the section last week 
in a 72-62 shellacking of Fox Lane. Robert 
Valdez (22 points), Fritz (21 points), Jay 
Criss (12 points, 8 rebounds, 3 seals) and 
Adrien Griffin (11 points) were all key 
factors.
CLASS B/C

CROTON-HARMON (9-3) has seen an 
uptick in its play in recent weeks, including 
a last-second loss to Briarcliff, plus last 
week’s league victories over Valhalla and 
a 47-35 win over Pleasantville. Miles 
Ackerman (6 rebounds, 1 assist), Charlie 
Goldberg (22 points, 4 assists, 1 rebound), 
Sean Macarchuk (10 points, 3 rebounds, 
2 assists) and Rory Parker (7 points, 1 
rebound) led the way.

“Just a tremendous defensive effort,” 
Croton boss Ben Martucci said of the 
Pleasantville game.  “This was a very 
important league win over a quality 
Pleasantville team. That closed out a very 
important week for us.”

“Our defensive effort was tremendous 
this week,” he added, “with Parker once 
again setting the tone. Goldberg led us 
with 22 points, and showed his leadership 

down the stretch when it mattered the 
most, by hitting clutch free throws in the 
fourth quarter. Defensive intensity came 
from Gennarelli and Rago as well, and 
Ackerman was back at it on the boards as 
he led us in rebounding.  Gennarelli is a 
"team-first" guy, and drew a huge charge 
call at a crucial point late in the game.

PUTNAM VALLEY (5-8) defeated 
HALDANE (5-7), 53-32, in a game 
that figured to be much closer. The 
youthful Tigers, who are running out a 
ton of sophomores on a nightly basis, 
are beginning to grow into a team that 
might challenge in Class B the next two 
years. Led by sophs TJ Brescia and Darnel 
Shillingford, PV is making strides and will 
need to find another gear in the days ahead 
with league front-runner North Salem and 
Brewster on the docket.

At the urging of  a well-dressed superfan Chris 
Smajlaj, Somers G Lucas Fecci goes up for two 
points in win over Panas.

Haldane G Alex Kubic is met by Put Valley’s Ryan 
Soto in Tigers’ win over Blue Devils.

Panas G Brandon Hodge goes up for two against 
Somers F Marc Maestri in Tuskers’ win over 
Panthers.

Put Valley G Marc Zadrima fires J against defense 
from Haldane C Blaine Fitzgerald in Tigers’ win 
over Blue Devils.

Putnam Valley F TJ Brescia and Haldane C Blaine 
Fitzgerald battle for rebound in Tigers’ win over 
Blue Devils last Wednesday.

Somers junior Lorenzo Bicknese fires J in 
Tuskers’ 65- 64 win over visiting Panas last 
Friday.
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on the defensive end, forcing turnovers 
that helped lead to easy baskets. It was a 
great win against a very good Brewster 
team after struggling for two games in the 
Yorktown tournament.

 “Panas was another tough game, and we 
did another really great job defensively in 
the second half. We were able to hold them 
to nine points, and we needed to because 
they played some really strong defense on 
us. Our post players, Faith Anne Ferguson 
and Isabella Rukaj, did a great job against 
the Panas post players, who are not easy 
to deal with. They rebound and score the 
ball very well.”

YORKTOWN had an impact win 
with a 44-43 triumph over Fox Lane.  
The Cornhuskers rallied from a  
nine-point deficit with four minutes 

remaining to emerge.
“The girls were able to pull off the upset 

against a Fox Lane squad on the road 
that had been an honorable mention pick 
in the Class AA school rankings in the 
state,” Yorktown coach Kevin Clark said. 
“We started off incredibly slow in the first 
quarter, to the point where I went to our 
bench for the remainder of the first half. 
Their effort and determination at the 
defensive end of the floor kept us in the 
game, where we trailed by only six at the 
half.

“We played them even through the third 
quarter, but found ourselves down by nine 

with four minutes 
to go,” he added. 
“A combination 
of big baskets by 
Emily Nigro and Kat 
Severino, and some 
tough defense and 
rebounding allowed 
us to come from 
behind.”

Kat Severeino led 
Yorktown with 14 
points and Emily 
Nigro scored nine of 
her 12 points in the 
second half.

M A H O P A C 
improved to 4-1 
in league play and 
surpassed .500, 
7-6, with a 47-28 
victory over archrival 
CARMEL. Claire 
Felix and Amanda 
Geyer each scored 14 
points while Khadijah 
Johnson led Carmel 
with 11 points.

Mahopac limited 

Carmel to three points 
in the first quarter before 
taking control in the second 
half.

“We played well 
defensively and moved the 
ball better on offense which 
got us some good looks 
at the basket and we were 
able to make some shots,” 
Mahopac coach Chuck 
Scozzafava said. “It was a 
nice team win all the girls 
making contributions.”

PANAS went 1-1 for the 
week, opening with a 49-
30 win over John Jay-Cross 
River, but dropped a 46-29 
verdict to Somers.

The Panthers led by 
14 after the first quarter 
against John Jay and cruised 
from there. Carlyn Mucci 
had a team-high 13 points 
and Kellie Brown added 
nine points. 

Somers turned the tables 
on Panas as the Tuskers led 

by 11 following the first quarter, but Panas 
would close to within eight at the half. 
Somers’ defense limited Panas to nine 
points in the second half.

Danielle Merante led Panas with 11 
points.

OSSINING dropped a 61-54 verdict 
to CHSAA power Mary Louis Academy, 
but responded with victories over Horace 
Greeley and Stamford, 83-58, improving 
to 11-3 this season.

The Mary Louis Academy defense held 
Andra Easpinoza-Hunter to a season-
low 11 points. Kelsey Quain led Ossining 
with 18 points and added eight rebounds 

and Jaida Strippoli contributed 11 points 
and 10 assists. Strippoli had double-digit 
assists in the three games.

Espinoza-Hunter regained her scoring 
touch against Greeley with 33 points, as 
well as seven rebounds and seven steals. 
Quain added a season-high 22 points, 
Kailah Harris had 13 points and Strippoli 
collected 10 assists.

Espinoza-Hunter displayed her 
offensive wizardry at Stamford with 43 
points. Harris had a double-double with 
15 points and 12 rebounds and Strippoli 
had 12 points and a season-high 15 assists.

BREWSTER had a difficult week, 
dropping games to Somers, 68-56, and 
John Jay-East Fishkill, 52-41. The Bears 
were also hit by injuries and illness as 
only six girls played against John Jay-East 
Fishkill.

“Prior to the game Coach Hattem and 
I were talking and we thought both teams 
were going to battle and the first team to 
40 points would win,” said Brewster coach 
Mike Castaldo of the Somers’ coach. “After 
one, it was 24-19, Brewster, with a total of 
seven 3-pointers. It was like an NBA game 
with a ton of scoring on both ends.

“Somers did a better job of settling 
down on the defensive end only giving 
up eight points and took the lead into the 
break. The second half was more of the 
same as Somers couldn't miss.”

Maggie DePaoli and Kristen Stefanick 
had 12 points apiece for Brewster and Julia 
Borsari added 11 points.

“Unfortunately, we were hit with injury 
and sickness and John Jay did a great job, 
taking advantage and beating us up the 
entire second half. Anytime you go to John 
Jay it's going to be a battle. They played the 
better game and deserved the win.”

Borsari led Brewster with 14 points.

By Tony Pinciaro
A strong finish to the 2015-16 Hendrick 

Hudson varsity girls’ basketball season 

had senior and four-year varsity player 
Jaelynn Smith excited about the team’s 
potential.

“Winning that first game in sectionals 
gave us confidence going into the next 

game and even though we lost, it made 
us realize that if we work hard, we will 
improve and could go farther,” Smith said.

Smith was on point as 
Hen Hud has sailed to an 
excellent season, to date. 
Hen Hud is currently 10-
3, with two losses coming 
to perennial Class AA 
sectional finalist Our Lady 
of Lourdes.

Hen Hud registered its 
10th win by virtue of a 53-
45 verdict over Beacon. 
Maria Scalf and Caitlin 
Weimar each had 14 points 
and Weimar also had nine 
rebounds. Smith had nine 
points, seven rebounds, 11 
assists and four steals.

Hen Hud opened the 
season with a five-game 
winning streak which just 
reinforced Smith’s pre-
season optimism.

“We had a good feeling 
going into the season,” 
Smith said. “We’ve been 
playing with each other 
for years so the first day of 
practice we were all excited 
to be playing together again.

“Opening the season with 
five straight wins showed us 
we had great potential. We 
always said to ourselves that 
we could go far and now we 
realized what we are capable 
of doing.”

Recently, Hen Hud had a dream week 
as the Sailors were the road warriors, 
winning at Yorktown, Pearl River and 
Peekskill. Pearl River and Peekskill have 
been Section 1 Class A champions this 

century.
“There was a lot of screaming in 

the locker room, especially after the 
Peekskill game,” said Smith, with a 
laugh. “Those wins were not easy for 
us, but our coach told us how proud 
he was of us. I was so excited to beat 
Peekskill because the last time we beat 
them was my freshman year.”

Hen Hud has seven games remaining 
in the regular season before a return 
trip to the Section 1 Class A Basketball 
Championships and hopefully, the 
Westchester County Center. Smith and 
the team realize there is more work to 
be done, but it will continue to be fun.

“I could not have asked for a better 
senior year of basketball,” Smith said. 
“You don’t realize how important it is 
to be able to play this well and leave a 
mark, and remember what an amazing 
season we’re having.”

LAKELAND went 2-0 with victories 
over PEEKSKILL, 53-51, on a buzzer-
beater from Jess Ascencao and 41-29 

over John Jay-Cross 
River.

Lakeland coach 
Miranda Lustig noted 
that Peekskill led by 10 
points going into the 
fourth quarter.

“Going into the 
fourth quarter, we 
spoke about getting 
stops on defense 
and being patient on 
offense, not settling 
for outside shots and 
getting to the basket,” 
Lustig said. “That's 
exactly what the girls 
did. Krista Verrino and 
Colleen Walsh both 
sank big foul shots 
down the stretch for us 
to tie it.

“We had the ball with 
30 seconds left, but 
turned it over with ten 
seconds left. Peekskill 
called a timeout, 
advanced, then missed 
a layup. We got the ball 
and called time out 
with three seconds left. 
We set up a stack play 
and Jess was able to get to the basket and 
take a tough layup high off the backboard 
and it went in right before the buzzer.

“It was a great win for us. You learn a 
lot from being in those types of situations 

and it was very exciting for us. The 
girls deserved it. They never gave up. It 
definitely gave us a boost of confidence 
and it will be a game we always remember.” 

Alexa Cole had a career-high 22 points 
and Ascencao finished with eight points 

and 11 rebounds against 
Peekskill. Cole also led 
Lakeland in scoring against 
John Jay with a game-high 
19 points. Colleen Walsh 
chipped in with 10 points.

SOMERS swept 
BREWSTER, 68-56, and 
PANAS, 46-29, behind 
a scoring outburst from 
Hannah Angelini.

Angelini poured in a 
game-high 31 points against 
Brewster and then finished 
with 16 against Panas. Jackie 
Penzo added 14 points 
against Somers and Liv 
Lipski grabbed 12 rebounds 
against Panas.

“The Brewster game was 
24-19, Brewster, after the 
first quarter,” Somers’ coach 
Marc Hattem said. “Both 
teams shot the ball really 
well the whole first half, so 
we needed to tighten up our 
defense in the second.

“Liv Lipski had 13 points, 
but her bigger contributions 
came on the boards, as she 
grabbed 11. Livy Rozensweig 

and Dani DiCintio also helped 
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Carmel’s Taylor Smith works through the trap of  Mahopac’s Claire Felix 
and Natalie Scanlon in Indians’ win over Rams last Friday.

Carmel Girls’ 4x800 Crushes it at Yale

Carmel girls 4x800 relay team of  Kayla Sexton, Jade Sessions, Angela Castronuovo & Katie Turk 
were 2nd at Yale Invite in 929.18; 8th fastest in U.S. this year.

Lakeland’s Jessica Ascencao, who hit game-winning 
buzzer-beater, slips past Peekskill’s Nyrie Holliman in 
Hornets; win over Red Devils. 

Peekskill’s Nyrie Holliman is checked by Lakeland’s Kelsey Walsh in 
Hornets’ league win over Red Devils.

Mahopac F Amanda McCarney takes shot in Indians’ 
win over Rams last Friday.

Mahopac G Zina McInerney gets a step on Carmel’s Annie Pozner in 
Indians’ win over Rams last Friday.

Peekskill’s Mya Smith is chased by Lakeland’s Colleen Walsh in 
Hornets’ win over Red Devils.

Peekskill’s Sandra Murphy (L) and Lakeland’s Brianna Monte 
battle for loose ball in Hornets’ win over Red Devils.
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on the defensive end, forcing turnovers 
that helped lead to easy baskets. It was a 
great win against a very good Brewster 
team after struggling for two games in the 
Yorktown tournament.

 “Panas was another tough game, and we 
did another really great job defensively in 
the second half. We were able to hold them 
to nine points, and we needed to because 
they played some really strong defense on 
us. Our post players, Faith Anne Ferguson 
and Isabella Rukaj, did a great job against 
the Panas post players, who are not easy 
to deal with. They rebound and score the 
ball very well.”

YORKTOWN had an impact win 
with a 44-43 triumph over Fox Lane.  
The Cornhuskers rallied from a  
nine-point deficit with four minutes 

remaining to emerge.
“The girls were able to pull off the upset 

against a Fox Lane squad on the road 
that had been an honorable mention pick 
in the Class AA school rankings in the 
state,” Yorktown coach Kevin Clark said. 
“We started off incredibly slow in the first 
quarter, to the point where I went to our 
bench for the remainder of the first half. 
Their effort and determination at the 
defensive end of the floor kept us in the 
game, where we trailed by only six at the 
half.

“We played them even through the third 
quarter, but found ourselves down by nine 

with four minutes 
to go,” he added. 
“A combination 
of big baskets by 
Emily Nigro and Kat 
Severino, and some 
tough defense and 
rebounding allowed 
us to come from 
behind.”

Kat Severeino led 
Yorktown with 14 
points and Emily 
Nigro scored nine of 
her 12 points in the 
second half.

M A H O P A C 
improved to 4-1 
in league play and 
surpassed .500, 
7-6, with a 47-28 
victory over archrival 
CARMEL. Claire 
Felix and Amanda 
Geyer each scored 14 
points while Khadijah 
Johnson led Carmel 
with 11 points.

Mahopac limited 

Carmel to three points 
in the first quarter before 
taking control in the second 
half.

“We played well 
defensively and moved the 
ball better on offense which 
got us some good looks 
at the basket and we were 
able to make some shots,” 
Mahopac coach Chuck 
Scozzafava said. “It was a 
nice team win all the girls 
making contributions.”

PANAS went 1-1 for the 
week, opening with a 49-
30 win over John Jay-Cross 
River, but dropped a 46-29 
verdict to Somers.

The Panthers led by 
14 after the first quarter 
against John Jay and cruised 
from there. Carlyn Mucci 
had a team-high 13 points 
and Kellie Brown added 
nine points. 

Somers turned the tables 
on Panas as the Tuskers led 

by 11 following the first quarter, but Panas 
would close to within eight at the half. 
Somers’ defense limited Panas to nine 
points in the second half.

Danielle Merante led Panas with 11 
points.

OSSINING dropped a 61-54 verdict 
to CHSAA power Mary Louis Academy, 
but responded with victories over Horace 
Greeley and Stamford, 83-58, improving 
to 11-3 this season.

The Mary Louis Academy defense held 
Andra Easpinoza-Hunter to a season-
low 11 points. Kelsey Quain led Ossining 
with 18 points and added eight rebounds 

and Jaida Strippoli contributed 11 points 
and 10 assists. Strippoli had double-digit 
assists in the three games.

Espinoza-Hunter regained her scoring 
touch against Greeley with 33 points, as 
well as seven rebounds and seven steals. 
Quain added a season-high 22 points, 
Kailah Harris had 13 points and Strippoli 
collected 10 assists.

Espinoza-Hunter displayed her 
offensive wizardry at Stamford with 43 
points. Harris had a double-double with 
15 points and 12 rebounds and Strippoli 
had 12 points and a season-high 15 assists.

BREWSTER had a difficult week, 
dropping games to Somers, 68-56, and 
John Jay-East Fishkill, 52-41. The Bears 
were also hit by injuries and illness as 
only six girls played against John Jay-East 
Fishkill.

“Prior to the game Coach Hattem and 
I were talking and we thought both teams 
were going to battle and the first team to 
40 points would win,” said Brewster coach 
Mike Castaldo of the Somers’ coach. “After 
one, it was 24-19, Brewster, with a total of 
seven 3-pointers. It was like an NBA game 
with a ton of scoring on both ends.

“Somers did a better job of settling 
down on the defensive end only giving 
up eight points and took the lead into the 
break. The second half was more of the 
same as Somers couldn't miss.”

Maggie DePaoli and Kristen Stefanick 
had 12 points apiece for Brewster and Julia 
Borsari added 11 points.

“Unfortunately, we were hit with injury 
and sickness and John Jay did a great job, 
taking advantage and beating us up the 
entire second half. Anytime you go to John 
Jay it's going to be a battle. They played the 
better game and deserved the win.”

Borsari led Brewster with 14 points.

By Tony Pinciaro
A strong finish to the 2015-16 Hendrick 

Hudson varsity girls’ basketball season 

had senior and four-year varsity player 
Jaelynn Smith excited about the team’s 
potential.

“Winning that first game in sectionals 
gave us confidence going into the next 

game and even though we lost, it made 
us realize that if we work hard, we will 
improve and could go farther,” Smith said.

Smith was on point as 
Hen Hud has sailed to an 
excellent season, to date. 
Hen Hud is currently 10-
3, with two losses coming 
to perennial Class AA 
sectional finalist Our Lady 
of Lourdes.

Hen Hud registered its 
10th win by virtue of a 53-
45 verdict over Beacon. 
Maria Scalf and Caitlin 
Weimar each had 14 points 
and Weimar also had nine 
rebounds. Smith had nine 
points, seven rebounds, 11 
assists and four steals.

Hen Hud opened the 
season with a five-game 
winning streak which just 
reinforced Smith’s pre-
season optimism.

“We had a good feeling 
going into the season,” 
Smith said. “We’ve been 
playing with each other 
for years so the first day of 
practice we were all excited 
to be playing together again.

“Opening the season with 
five straight wins showed us 
we had great potential. We 
always said to ourselves that 
we could go far and now we 
realized what we are capable 
of doing.”

Recently, Hen Hud had a dream week 
as the Sailors were the road warriors, 
winning at Yorktown, Pearl River and 
Peekskill. Pearl River and Peekskill have 
been Section 1 Class A champions this 

century.
“There was a lot of screaming in 

the locker room, especially after the 
Peekskill game,” said Smith, with a 
laugh. “Those wins were not easy for 
us, but our coach told us how proud 
he was of us. I was so excited to beat 
Peekskill because the last time we beat 
them was my freshman year.”

Hen Hud has seven games remaining 
in the regular season before a return 
trip to the Section 1 Class A Basketball 
Championships and hopefully, the 
Westchester County Center. Smith and 
the team realize there is more work to 
be done, but it will continue to be fun.

“I could not have asked for a better 
senior year of basketball,” Smith said. 
“You don’t realize how important it is 
to be able to play this well and leave a 
mark, and remember what an amazing 
season we’re having.”

LAKELAND went 2-0 with victories 
over PEEKSKILL, 53-51, on a buzzer-
beater from Jess Ascencao and 41-29 

over John Jay-Cross 
River.

Lakeland coach 
Miranda Lustig noted 
that Peekskill led by 10 
points going into the 
fourth quarter.

“Going into the 
fourth quarter, we 
spoke about getting 
stops on defense 
and being patient on 
offense, not settling 
for outside shots and 
getting to the basket,” 
Lustig said. “That's 
exactly what the girls 
did. Krista Verrino and 
Colleen Walsh both 
sank big foul shots 
down the stretch for us 
to tie it.

“We had the ball with 
30 seconds left, but 
turned it over with ten 
seconds left. Peekskill 
called a timeout, 
advanced, then missed 
a layup. We got the ball 
and called time out 
with three seconds left. 
We set up a stack play 
and Jess was able to get to the basket and 
take a tough layup high off the backboard 
and it went in right before the buzzer.

“It was a great win for us. You learn a 
lot from being in those types of situations 

and it was very exciting for us. The 
girls deserved it. They never gave up. It 
definitely gave us a boost of confidence 
and it will be a game we always remember.” 

Alexa Cole had a career-high 22 points 
and Ascencao finished with eight points 

and 11 rebounds against 
Peekskill. Cole also led 
Lakeland in scoring against 
John Jay with a game-high 
19 points. Colleen Walsh 
chipped in with 10 points.

SOMERS swept 
BREWSTER, 68-56, and 
PANAS, 46-29, behind 
a scoring outburst from 
Hannah Angelini.

Angelini poured in a 
game-high 31 points against 
Brewster and then finished 
with 16 against Panas. Jackie 
Penzo added 14 points 
against Somers and Liv 
Lipski grabbed 12 rebounds 
against Panas.

“The Brewster game was 
24-19, Brewster, after the 
first quarter,” Somers’ coach 
Marc Hattem said. “Both 
teams shot the ball really 
well the whole first half, so 
we needed to tighten up our 
defense in the second.

“Liv Lipski had 13 points, 
but her bigger contributions 
came on the boards, as she 
grabbed 11. Livy Rozensweig 

and Dani DiCintio also helped 
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Carmel’s Taylor Smith works through the trap of  Mahopac’s Claire Felix 
and Natalie Scanlon in Indians’ win over Rams last Friday.

Carmel Girls’ 4x800 Crushes it at Yale

Carmel girls 4x800 relay team of  Kayla Sexton, Jade Sessions, Angela Castronuovo & Katie Turk 
were 2nd at Yale Invite in 929.18; 8th fastest in U.S. this year.

Lakeland’s Jessica Ascencao, who hit game-winning 
buzzer-beater, slips past Peekskill’s Nyrie Holliman in 
Hornets; win over Red Devils. 

Peekskill’s Nyrie Holliman is checked by Lakeland’s Kelsey Walsh in 
Hornets’ league win over Red Devils.

Mahopac F Amanda McCarney takes shot in Indians’ 
win over Rams last Friday.

Mahopac G Zina McInerney gets a step on Carmel’s Annie Pozner in 
Indians’ win over Rams last Friday.

Peekskill’s Mya Smith is chased by Lakeland’s Colleen Walsh in 
Hornets’ win over Red Devils.

Peekskill’s Sandra Murphy (L) and Lakeland’s Brianna Monte 
battle for loose ball in Hornets’ win over Red Devils.
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Putnam Valley sophomore forward TJ Brescia goes up and over Haldane’s Anthony Lombardo (15) and Anthony Sinchi (20) for one of  his many rebounds in the Tigers’ surprisingly dominant 53-32 victory over 
the visiting Blue Devils in a pivotal league match-up last Wednesday... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS (PLEASE VISIT WWW.HVSP.PHOTOS FOR MORE)

Under 
Brescia!
Put Valley 
Bursts’ 
Haldane’s 
Bubble, 
53-32


