
By Neal Rentz
The World Trade Center has particular 

importance to Mahopac resident Gaetano 
Carbone.

He formerly worked for an import/
export company in an office located near 
the Twin Towers, where he would meet 
with clients. The 9-11 terrorist attacks 
came after he left the city to begin his 
career in the food industry, but the 
tragedy still hit him hard.  

“It should never have happened, but it 
did,” he said on Sunday. 

Carbone wanted the new World 
Trade Center to include two structures, 
but while that did not come to pass, he 
decided to create his own twin towers by 
using corks from wine bottles. Carbone’s 
artwork is 4 feet by 2.99 feet by 11.75 feet 
tall. 
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Mahopac resident Gaetano Carbone stands next to cork version of  the World Trade Center twin towers 
on Sunday at the Italian American Club of  Mahopac. He is holding a certificate from the Guinness Book 
of  World Records. His creation will be featured in the 2018 book.
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By David Propper
A new era got underway within 

the Brewster school system last week, 
when the final piece of the high school’s 
extensive renovation was unveiled to the 
school community. 

District officials, school board 
members, parents, and most importantly 
students all got a first glimpse at Brewster 
High School’s innovation learning center, 
which is formerly where the library used 
to be. With students giving tours to staff 
and parents, the new center proved to be 
the crowning jewel of a 2014 bond that 
went toward a massive overhaul of district 
facilities. Students began using the center 
Thursday morning. 

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Valerie 
Henning said the library that existed 
before the revamped center was “pretty 
much a 20th century, 19th century 
library.” The old library wasn’t conducive 

By David Propper
The case against a former high-ranking 

official of the Putnam County Sheriff ’s 
Office is back in play after a state appeals 
court reinstated an indictment against ex-
investigator Patrick Castaldo. 

The Appellate Division, Second 
Department reversed a previous ruling 
that dismissed the case against Castaldo, 
who was charged with filing a false 
instrument, a felony, and misconduct and 
attempted assault, both misdemeanors. 
Those charges were originally dismissed 
by acting Westchester Supreme Court 
Robert Neary in August 2015 because he 
said the case against Castaldo was “legally 
insufficient” due to evidentiary and 
procedural issues.

The case pertains to a July 3, 2014 
incident where Castaldo and former 
sheriff investigator Gerald Schramek 
wrestled a shackled prisoner to the 
ground after he reached for Schramek’s 
gun. The prisoner, Kenneth DeFreitas, 
who was a suspect in a bank robbery and 
supermarket, got a $35,000 payout from 
Putnam County once he filed a notice of 
claim alleging police brutality. According 
to court papers, once the prisoner was 
subdued, Castaldo allegedly kicked and 
punched the prisoner and placed him in 
a chokehold. 

Both Castaldo and Schramek retired a 
time after the incident occurred. 

Handling the case is the Orange County 
District Attorney’s Office because Putnam 
DA Bob Tendy recused his office from the 

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
District officials, school board members, and students officially opened the new innovative learning 
center at Brewster High School last Wednesday.
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By David Propper
Putnam Valley High School was on 

edge last week after it was discovered a 
“serious threat” was made against the 
campus over social media. 

In an email to parents and other 
Putnam Valley community members, 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Fran Wills 
said the district received information 
from a student and through the district’s 
reporting system about an Instagram post 
that made a threat against the high school 
and referenced a future date. 

Law enforcement was immediately 
contacted, Wills said in the Jan. 10 email, 
and an investigation is ongoing. 

“We are confident after consulting 
with law enforcement, that there is no 
imminent danger to our students or staff,” 
Will said, noting the threat was made by 
two students. 

In a follow up email on Jan. 10 to the 
school community, Wills said the district 
was aware a student was using social 
media to communicate “video messages 
that are quite upsetting and disturbing.” 

“With the assistance of law enforcement 
we hope that this inappropriate use of 
social media will be ended,” Wills said. 
“We are taking every action within our 
abilities to ensure the safety of our students 
and all of our school community.”

On Jan. 11, an evening forum was held 
for district parents so their concerns 

could be aired and students were 
addressed by principal Sandra Intrieri 
the same day during school hours to 
respond to their worries. The district’s 
School Resource Officer also presented to 
students “dangers of abusing social media 
and the impact on the future of students,” 
according to another email from Wills to 
the community. 

When contacted, Wills couldn’t 
comment on the actions taken against the 
student or students involved because of 
New York State student privacy laws.

Putnam County Sheriff ’s Office 
spokesman Captain William McNamara 
said school officials and the deputy 
sheriff assigned as the School Resource 

Officer took “swift action in this case to 
ensure everyone’s safety.” McNamara 
added the matter is now subject to Family 
Court proceedings and administrative 
proceedings at a superintendent’s 
hearing. McNamara said he couldn’t 
comment further on the case because 
those proceedings are confidential. 

Generally speaking, McNamara said it’s 
important to report threats to authorities 
and warned how serious it is for anyone 
to use social media to communicate 

potential harm against another person.
“The highest priority of law enforcement 

and school officials is the protection of 
our children and in maintaining our 
schools as environments in which people 
can feel safe,” McNamara said in an email 
to The Putnam Examiner. “Accordingly, 
all appropriate steps to safeguard the 
schools were taken in this case and we 
will respond appropriately to any future 
threats at schools or wherever else threats 
might arise.”

Putnam Valley HS Receives Threat Over Social Media

The entrance to Putnam Valley High School, which faced a threat over social media last week. 

Q: How healthy is breastfeeding?  
A:  It is the healthiest way, bar none, to feed and 
nurture most newborns, according to the American 
Academy of Pediatrics (AAP). They recommend 
exclusive breastfeeding for the first six months, 
and continued breastfeeding as solid foods are 
introduced throughout your baby’s first year.

Q: How does breastfeeding benefit my baby?  
A: There are many benefits, which continue as your 
baby develops. The World Health Organization (WHO) 
finds that babies who are exclusively breastfed have 
fewer ear infections, serious illnesses and allergies 
than those who were not breastfed or were partially 
breastfed. Moreover, the AAP reports a more than 
one-third drop in the rate of Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome among breastfed infants. Breastfed babies 
are also less likely to become obese adolescents 
or adults. Interestingly, the composition of breast 
milk changes over time to support baby’s ongoing 
developmental needs. 

Q: What are the benefits for mom?  
A: The advantages for mothers are numerous. 
Breastfeeding women often find it easier to lose their 
pregnancy weight quickly. In addition, the WHO finds 
that women who breastfeed lower their risk of breast 
and ovarian cancers. Breastfeeding also decreases a 
woman’s risk of developing both Type 2 diabetes and 
osteoporosis. There are also important psychological 
and emotional benefits: nursing offers peaceful 
downtime that can have a restorative and meditative 
effect on the busy mother of a newborn. 

Q: How do I succeed at breastfeeding?  
A: Some new mothers worry they “won’t do it right.” 
Others are concerned about painful, sore nipples or that 
their baby won’t get enough milk. First-time mothers 
are often unsure how to continue breastfeeding once 
they’re back to work. Preparation is the key to success. 
I advise every expecting mother and their partner 
to take a breastfeeding class in the last trimester of 
pregnancy. You’ll feel empowered and gain confidence 
by learning what to expect during the first weeks with a 
newborn. You will be ready to experience this intimate 
act of love between mother and baby. 

New Baby in Your Life?
Discover breastfeeding’s many benefits 
to baby AND mom...

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Ask the 
Lactation Expert
Kim McKechnie, RN, IBCLC
Lactation Coordinator
Northern Westchester Hospital

At Northern Westchester Hospital, 
new parents have accessto a 
lactation expert 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. Visit 
www.nwhc.net to learn more.

‘The highest priority 
of law enforcement 
and school officials 
is the protection of 
our children and in 

maintaining our schools 
as environments in 

which people can feel 
safe.’- Captain William 

McNamara
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By David Propper
Over the past ten years, Putnam County 

Justice James Reitz has seen the best and 
worst in the battle against drug addiction. 
He’s had to sentence people to hard prison 
time and has even dealt with residents 
dying from their addiction.

But on Thursday afternoon inside a 
packed historic county courthouse, he got 
to see the best when seven former addicts 
of either drugs or alcohol graduated from 
Drug Treatment Court, which is run by 
Reitz. 

“Life is amazing, the twists and turns of 
life and today is just a shining example of 
what we can do if we work together and 
work hard to give people a chance,” Reitz 
said. 

Reitz, who has been handling drug 
treatment court since entering county 
office, said there are usually 3-4 
graduations each year for those people 
that are able to complete the program 

successfully. The goal of treatment court 
is to keep residents out of jail and off of 
drugs and alcohol, he said, with the hope 
of giving people a second chance. Each 
graduate is recognized and in many cases, 
their original charges are either knocked 
down or set aside. 

 “It’s one day at a time for the rest of 
your life,” Reitz said in an interview. “This 
disease is with you even if you have it 
under control today. Tomorrow is no 
guarantee.”

But unfortunately, not everyone in 
the program always sees the celebratory 
end of the tunnel. Before the graduation 
got underway, Reitz noted that two of 
the nine people that were scheduled to 
graduate could no longer participate. One 
of those missing people was even arrested 
the day before, Reitz said. 

Of the seven graduates, each comes 
from a different walk of life, with different 
personalities and life stories. 

Reitz said for those seven residents 
that did graduate, one trait they all have 
in common is that they know they’re 
worth it. When those addicts see how 
much suffering their friends and families 
endure, it’s another crucial incentive to 
clean up. 

 “But most importantly if they have self 
confidence, they have a chance at making 
this if they are self-confident,” Reitz said. 

“And we’re giving them their confidence 
and dignity back one day at a time.” 

Former undersheriff, the late Peter 
Convery, was honored by Reitz when 
Convery’s widow Luanne was given a coin 
that was given to the seven graduates. 
Reitz stressed Convery was a big supporter 
of treatment court. 

Several dignitaries were in attendance 
including state Senators Terrence Murphy 

and Sue Serino, Assemblyman Kevin 
Byrne, Sheriff Don Smith, and several 
county legislators. 

Murphy called Putnam’s drug treatment 
court the best program in New York State. 

“It’s an incredible opportunity, it’s a 
privilege to be part of it,” Murphy said. 
“I will continue my stance and forge 
through in regards to trying to make sure 
we eradicate the heroin epidemic.”

With Reitz Presiding, Seven Graduate Drug Treatment Court

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
From left: Kent Councilman Bill Huestis, Putnam Valley Councilwoman Jackie Annabi representing 
Senator Sue Serino, Assemblyman Kevin Byrne, Senator Terrence Murphy, Sheriff  Don Smith, and former 
legislator Roger Gross with Judge James Reitz center all honored Luanne Convery, the widow of  former 
undersheriff  Peter Convery. 

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
The coin all graduates were given.
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Unemployed?

Sign up now:  jobswaiting.com  (914) 995-4566

The FREE Putnam/Northern Westchester Boot Camp  
starts February 6! Hurry! Limited seating left.



January 17 - January 23, 2017 The Putnam Examiner4

RT. 9A & 129 • CROTON ON HUDSON
Hours: Mon-Thurs 8:30-8  Fri & Sat 8:30-6 Sun 11-4

 *39 MONTHS  MONTH LEASE WITH $0, $1995 OR $2995 DOWN PLUS FIRST PAYMENT & $795 BANK FEE  DUE AT SIGNING. SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY PRIMARY LENDER.  TOTAL PAYMENTS MONTHLY PAYMENT = Payment X Months. OPTIONAL FINAL PAYMENT, CHALLENGER $18852, CHARGER $15876, PACIIFICA PLUS $21530, PACIFICA  $19120, 
CHEROKEE $17657, RENEGADE $13564,  10K   MILE ALLOWANCE. UP TO 25¢ MILE OVERAGE, TAX TITLE, TAGS ADDITIONAL. LESSEE RESP.  FOR WEAR AND MAINTENANCE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PRICES INCLUDE INCENTIVES ALL VEHICLE LISTED -$1000 CONQUEST LEASE OR CFC RETURN LEASE MUST 
EXPIRE PRIOR TO 1/5/18 NO TURN IN REQUIRED FOR CONQUEST RETURN LEASE.  SEE US FOR DETAILS .  MUST BE CREDIT QUALIFIED A+ TIER MUST PRESENT AD FOR SALE PRICE. MUST TAKE DELIVERY BY 1/30/17

914-271-5100 
crotonautopark.com

IT’S BACK!
Pick Your Payment And Save

THE PERFECT JEEP SUV! 
21G REMOTE START, HEATED SEATS, 8.4 NAV READY 4CYL, AUTO, 

POWER SEAT, STK#16339J, MSRP $36,035

COLD WEATHER PACKAGE! 
27J Package, Cloth, Popular Equip Group, 4cyl, Auto, Remote 

Start, Stk#16231J   MSRP $28,260

$1995
DOWN

$2995
DOWN

$209 $149

$0
DOWN

$123
FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS

One 
At This 
Price

$1995
DOWN

$2995
DOWN

$299 $249

$0
DOWN

$219
FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS

DEMO 2017 CHRYSLER

PACIFICA TOURING L
NEW 2016 JEEP

RENEGADE LATITUDE 4X4
NEW 2017 JEEP

CHEROKEE LIMITED 4X4

STUNNING MUST SEE!
LEATHER, 8 PASSENGER, REMOTE START, PREMIUM AUTO, KEY 

SENSE  STK#5578C, MSRP $38,245

$1995
DOWN

$2995
DOWN

$335 $279

$0
DOWN

$249
FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS

NEW 2017 DODGE

CHALLENGER SXT
DEMO 2017 CHRYSLER

PACIFICA TOURING L PLUS
NEW 2016 DODGE

CHARGER SXT

BEYOND LOADED LUXURY VEHICLE!
LEATHER, NAVIGATION, 25J PACKAGE, 8 PASSENGER, REMOTE 

START, PREMIUM AUTO, KEY SENSE  STK#5578C, MSRP $43,940

$1995
DOWN

$2995
DOWN

$449 $389

$0
DOWN

$359
FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS

4 DOOR SPORT SEDAN!
RALLYE GROUP, SPORT SEATS, DRIVER CONV GROUP, 29PACKAGE 

STK#13049, MSRP $33,780

$1995
DOWN

$2995
DOWN

$239 $209

$0
DOWN

$179
FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS

One 
At This 
Price

One 
At This 
Price

One 
At This 
Price

One 
At This 
Price

One 
At This 
Price

2 DOOR SPORT COUPE!
SXT GROUP, AUTOMATIC, BLACKTOP PACKAGE, DRIVER CONV 
GROUP, LEATHER SPORT SEATS STK#14006, MSRP $33,075

$1995
DOWN

$2995
DOWN

$269 $214

$0
DOWN

$185
FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS



January 17 - January 23, 2017www.TheExaminerNews.com 5

By David Propper
A new administrator was selected to 

run the Town of Patterson’s town wide 
emergency medical service program with 
the appointment of a longtime resident 
last week.

The Patterson town board appointed 
Denise Montana, a 50-year resident of the 
town, to the EMS administrator position 
during its board meeting Wednesday 
night. Montana, who was on the EMS 
committee that recommended going to 
a town wide system, got the job out of a 
pool of roughly 20 applicants. 

Patterson opted late last year to move to 

a town controlled EMS program.
In an interview after the meeting, 

Montana said she got into EMS for 
a very personal reason. Her son had 
suffered from cancer and the community 
really came together to help Montana 
and her family.  As a way to give back 
to the community, Montana joined the 
Patterson Volunteer Fire Department and 
became an EMT. 

 “This is how I give back to the 
community,” Montana said. “And I’d 
swore I would do whatever it took and 
that I was going to be able to protect the 
people that protected me when my son 
was sick.”

After volunteering for a few years, 
Montana started working for Transcare 
and then EMStar as a training officer. 
She resigned from her job at EMStar in 
December to commit more time toward 
the town EMS program. 

Supervisor Rich Williams said 
Montana’s qualifications and passion gave 
her an edge over other applicants. 

 “We’re very pleased she agreed to 
come on board,” Williams said. “Denise 
brings as a resident of Patterson, past 
experience in working with the fire 
department and riding the ambulance as 
well as her knowledge of the town will be 
a tremendous asset.”

Currently, the start date is still 
uncertain for the ambulance the town 

will run 24 hours each day and the town 
plans to hire 15 part-time workers. The 
ambulance is scheduled to be delivered by 
the end of the month and supplies must 
be purchased. A company has to be hired 
to track expenses and a place to park the 
ambulance needs to be located, Williams 
said.

The town has received its Certificate of 
Need from New York State, Williams said. 

With more people working full time 

jobs, Montana noted volunteerism has 
to come second. In order to protect 
residents, the town wide system is 
necessary, Montana said. 

 “They can expect great service,” 
Montana said. “People who are very 
strong in their technical skills, excellent 
customer service because they care about 
the people in this community and if 
they have any issues they can call me at 
anytime.”

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Patterson resident Denise Montana is the new administrator for the town’s EMS.
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Patterson Town Board Names New EMS Administrator
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to collaboration and the furniture was too 
heavy to rearrange. The space also lacked 
technology and areas for students to work 
together, Henning said. 

 “This space is truly a 21st century 
learning environment,” Henning said. 

Henning noted the new innovative 
center looks like a room on a college 

campus, which will help students get 
accustomed to the next step in their 
education after they graduate. 

During renovations, Henning said she 
would come by the library in its stages 
of development. Back over the summer, 
Henning said the space was “gutted” 
and looked like a big, empty warehouse. 
While Henning would continue to stop 
by during the school year, it wasn’t until 

last week that she had a concrete vision 
of what the new center would look like, 
calling it a “stunning space.” 

Board of Education president Dr. 
Stephen Jambor agreed and said the new 
center “captured the spirit of learning 
today,” which includes more mobility and 
activity for students.

 “There are no more blackboards, there 
is no more front of the room,” Jambor 
said. “It’s an acentric approach to learning 
and students are actively part of shaping 
and using this environment.”

Jambor discussed how far the district’s 
facilities have come since 2000. He called 
the change steady, with different parts of 
the district being renovated and built up 
step by step. 

He called the district residents, who 

voted for bonds that added to their tax 
bill, remarkable for their commitment to 
students. Jambor said he was shocked by 
the final product celebrated Wednesday. 

“I kiddingly said ‘where are the books,’” 
Jambor said. “Of course we still have 
books, but book centered learning was 
last century, now learning is where you 
find it, multi-motile, it’s not all in the 
books.”

The completed learning center was 
the final major project at Brewster High 
School, as the entire school district has 
undergone construction and renovations 
for more than a year.  JFK Elementary 
School, CV Starr Intermediate School 
and the district office is dealing with 
construction going forward, Henning 
said.

prosecution.
Castaldo’s attorney, Andrew Quinn, of 

a White Plain-based law firm, said the 
defense was still reviewing the recent 
developments and considering its next 
move.  

According to the appeals court, the 
grand jury was properly instructed on 
the standards of proof and each count 
in the indictment was legally sufficient 
to support the charge. The court further 
stated the grand jury received testimony 
from a police witness that Castaldo used 
a prohibited chokehold and he didn’t give 
a full account of his use of force until he 
was ordered to.

When addressing the false instrument 
charge, the appeals court stated evidence 
was presented to the grand jury evidence 
that “the defendant was required to 

complete a report on the incident 
immediately following its occurrence, 
and was aware of that requirement, but 
failed to do so until five days later, after 
videotape of the encounter was discovered 
and he was ordered to complete a report. 
Further, while the defendant notified 
superiors about the prisoner’s attempted 
escape, he did not notify anyone about 
the level of his subsequent force used, 
and he thereafter repeatedly inquired of 
fellow officers what the prisoner had said 
to them.”

Castaldo was indicted by the Putnam 
County District Attorney’s Office under 
the leadership of ex-district attorney 
Adam Levy and Levy filed the appeal 
before he left office. The arrest led to 
another flair up between Levy and Sheriff 
Don Smith, who have long been political 
adversaries. 

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
The new space inside Brewster High School.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Photos of  the past library.

Brewster High School Ushers in ‘21st Century’ Library

Indictment Reinstated Against 
Ex-Sheriff Investigator 
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By David Propper
Throughout most of last week, New 

York Governor Andrew Cuomo made his 
pitch directly to New York State residents, 
during a three-day speaking tour that was 
his de-facto State of the State address this 
year. 

During his stop in the Hudson 
Valley last week at Purchase College, 
Cuomo, a Democrat, challenged local 
municipalities to tighten its belts further 
by crafting plans to consolidate or share 
services that voters could determine 
in this November’s election. He also 
conveyed his plan to provide free tuition 
to families that make up to $125,000 
per year for all SUNY and CUNY two-
year and four-year colleges. Dubbed 
the Excelsior Scholarship, Cuomo said 
it would alleviate the crushing cost for 
middle class families.   

But area Republican lawmakers weren’t 
impressed with Cuomo’s initiatives and 

priorities, defending local leaders and 
expressing skepticism over Cuomo’s free 
college plan. 

State Senator Terrence Murphy said 
while there has been a property tax cap 
in place for several years, the state senate 
just passed a cap on state spending that 
Cuomo should sign off on “because our 
credit card is maxed.” 

Murphy said that unfunded mandates 
have made local budgets difficult to 
navigate, noting Cuomo refused to sign 
an indigent defense bill that would have 
helped relieve counties of the cost for 
residents that need public legal counsel. 

“He’s spending all this money,” Murphy 
said. “I have no idea where it’s coming 
from.”

Murphy also slammed Cuomo’s free 
college plan, noting many residents in the 
district he represents would not qualify for 
free college. He also questioned whether 
the proposal would benefit United States 
citizens or also include families that came 
to the country illegally.  

“AKA the Dream Act,” Murphy, 
referencing the proposal that would allow 
illegal immigrants to apply for financial 
aid for colleges in the state, said. “And as I 
said, keep dreaming.”

State Senator Sue Serino said the 
county executives and other local leaders 
in her district that encompasses Putnam 
and Dutchess counties are already sharing 
services. Serino called Cuomo’s challenge 
of local governments “surprising” and 
“upsetting.”

Serino had multiple questions about 
the free college tuition plan from Cuomo, 
including how long a student must stay 
in New York to get the benefit, what 
incentive is there for them to remain 
in the state after graduation and finally 
“what kind of a message are we sending 
to the people who work three jobs to put 
themselves through college and they’re 

still paying off their loans.”
Serino wanted to hear Cuomo talk more 

about job creation, which she believes was 
lacking during his speech. But she was 
pleased to hear him discuss protecting 
senior citizens from financial elder abuse. 

State Assemblyman Kevin Byrne said 
he was disappointed that Cuomo blamed 
local governments for crushing property 
taxes and didn’t mention the impending 
closure of Indian Point.

Byrne defended local leaders, arguing 
county executives have worked hard to 
share services. Byrne said Cuomo tried 
to oversimplify things by suggesting 
property taxes are high because of more 
trivial things like photocopy machines 
and plow trucks. 

Byrne said Cuomo failed to mention 
school taxes, which takes up about 
70 percent of a homeowner’s tax bill. 
Unfunded mandates also lead to a large 
portion of the bill local municipalities 
need to pick, Byrne sad. 

“He should be helping,” Byrne said. “He 

shouldn’t be bossing around our county 
governments.”

Regarding a free college tuition plan 
for families making up to $125,000 
annually, Byrne expressed skepticism 
toward it. While Byrne, who has student 
loans himself, sympathizes with college 
students, he said the plan sounds “very 
expensive and a big cost to the taxpayers.” 

Brandon Muir of the conservative 
leaning organization Reclaim New 
York called Cuomo’s speech in the 
Hudson Valley, “an erratic blend of lies, 
contradictions, and outright fantasy.”

“We again heard a lie to New Yorkers 
about the potential staggering costs 
of his Bernie Sanders-inspired ‘free’ 
college tuition scheme. College tuition 
will never be free. It will be paid for by 
New Yorkers,” Muir said, adding. “The 
governor shamefully avoided all blame 
for the nation’s highest property taxes.  
He dodged responsibility claiming, ‘don’t 
point the finger at me.’”

Local Republicans Question, Slam Various Cuomo Proposals

Senator Sue Serino, here with Pat Sheehy, Director of  the Putnam Coutny Office for Senior Resources 
and Todd Tancredi, Director of  the Dutchess County Office for the Aging, was happy NY Governor Andrew 
Cuomo spoke about elder abuse last week.

Advertise in 
The Examiner. 
Call 864-0878 today!

get 
NOTICED!

Advertise in
The Putnam

Examiner
Call 914-864-0878 today!

advertising@
theexaminernews.com

Carbone’s unique creation will be 
featured in the 2018 Guinness Book of 
World Record for being the largest replica 
of an architectural landmark made of 
corks, surpassing a cork replica of the 
Eiffel Tower by several feet. 

The 9-11 memorial was on display 
Sunday at the Italian-American Club of 
Mahopac at a fundraising event to benefit 
Tuesday’s Children, a non-profit response 
and recovery organization formed in 
the aftermath of Tuesday, September 11, 
2001, that supports youth, families, and 
communities affected by terrorism and 
traumatic loss.

Carbone was one of those who cooked 
the event’s Italian buffet meal.

Carbone told the audience on Sunday, 
“I knew the towers inside out.”

“The reason I built this was because 

when I saw the skyline was going to look 
different,” with one tower instead of two, 
Carbone recalled, “We’re going to make 
the skyline my way.”

Being in the restaurant business, 
Carbone said he had collected many wine 
bottle corks and that was what he used to 
build his version of the Twin Towers. 

When his artwork reached five-feet 
high Carbone said he called the Guinness 
Book of World Records and was told an 
Eiffel Tower was higher than five feet. “My 
goal was to bring it to nine feet, 11 inches, 
but it was too close to the record and so I 
said, that’s not going to work.”

Carbone said he wanted his cork 
creation to be 11 feet, nine inches tall and 
he completed it in 2015 after about a year 
of work. The structure consists of 11,500 
natural corks and 10 gallons of glue, he 
noted.

Following a period of one year, Carbone 

was told last fall his creation made it into 
the Book of World records for 2018, 
‘We’re very happy we achieved this,” he 
said, adding he also wants to support the 
mission of Tuesday’s Children.  

Carbone said the 9-11 attacks and the 
deaths of first responders including police 
had additional meaning for him because 
he was a police officer in his native 
country of Italy for three years. 

Carbone was honored by elected 
officials at Sunday’s event, including 
Carmel Supervisor Kenny Schmitt, who 
presented Carbone with a proclamation 
from the town board. Schmitt recalled 
going to the site of the 9-11 attacks in 
Manhattan only days after the tragedy. 

“It was truly a war zone,” he recalled. 
“So to recreate these twin towers is just 
amazing. And I give you so much credit. 
We’re so proud of you.” 

Schmitt said he wanted Carbone’s 

artwork to eventually be on display at 
the 9-11 memorial museum in lower 
Manhattan. 

State Assemblyman Kevin Byrne also 
presented a proclamation to Carbone. 
Byre said he was in Carmel High School 
on 9-11. “What makes this project so 
special” is it is commemorating the 
terrorist attacks and will serve as a 
reminder to those who were born after it, 
Byrne said. “We will truly never forget,” 
he said. 

Terry Grace Sears, the executive 
director of Tuesday’s Children, said 
her organization was created by family 
members of 9-11 victims and seeks to 
fight terrorism and assist the 9-11 victims’ 
survivors. 

“This sculpture goes a long way in 
helping us never forget that day,” she said. 

Record Setting Twin Towers Creation Showcased in Mahopac
continued from page 1
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By Rick Pezzullo
The so-called “Montrose 9” pipeline 

protestors remained defiant two weeks 
ago as they took turns criticizing 
Cortlandt Town Justice Daniel McCarthy 
for finding them guilty of disorderly 
conduct for blocking access to Spectra 
Energy’s construction yard on Route 9A 
in November 2015.

The nine protestors could have faced 
15 days in jail for their actions, but 
McCarthy chose Friday to fine each $375 
and order them to complete five hours of 
community service with a volunteer fire 
department or ambulance corps.

“You can’t say a fair hearing was not 
conducted in this case,” said McCarthy, 
whose written decision last month was 
greeted with unwelcomed outbursts 
of “Shame on You” and “No Justice in 
Cortlandt” by supporters of the protestors.

“I listened carefully to each of your 
testimony. I respect what you did. I respect 
your positions,” McCarthy remarked as 
about 100 audience supporters stood up 
in a sign of solidarity for the “Montrose 
9.” “I followed the law as I believe it to be.”

Susan Rutman, Andrew Ryan, Linda 
Snider, Michael Bucci, Kim Fraczek, 
Melissa Freedman, Monica Hunken, 

George Packard, and Kathleen Thomas 
all had pled not guilty to the charges as 
their attorney, Martin Stolar, contended 
their actions were justified since they 
were trying to stop a greater harm in 
the expansion of the natural gas pipeline 
on November 9, 2015 at 6:30 a.m. and 
were left with no other recourse after all 
legal and regulatory options had been 
exhausted.

Stolar filed a motion requesting 

McCarthy dismiss the case in the interest 
of justice but was denied. Following 
Friday’s sentencing, Stolar said he had 
filed a notice of appeal with the state 
Court of Appeals in a last ditch attempt to 
reaffirm his client’s necessity defense.

It took McCarthy four months to issue 
his decision following the conclusion of a 
trial which Stolar and the “Montrose 9” 
were hopeful would become a landmark 
case using their defense in environmental 

litigation.
“I was hoping you would rule in 

our favor. I was looking for judicial 
relief, judicial protection,” Bucci said to 
McCarthy before his sentencing. “You let 
us down. You let our community down. 
Democracy has failed us here.”

“I spent the holidays in a very sad state 
thinking I was found guilty for something 
where I was trying to do a positive thing 
to stop a disaster,” Snider said.

Hunken said she opposed the pipeline 
in honor of her late father who died from 
the effects of fracking.

“If we do not stand up against 
corporations, they will mow us down,” she 
said in a powerful statement to McCarthy. 
“We cannot allow corporations to treat us 
as if we are sacrificial zones. I hope one 
day you realize we did this for you and 
your family.”

Fraczek told McCarthy she was 
“disappointed” with his decision and 
suggested her appearance in court may 
not be her last.

“We opened up the community to this 
danger. We informed you of this danger,” 
she said. “This is not going to end. We are 
committed to stopping the pipeline. You 
may see us again.”

By Neal Rentz and Anna Young
On a strict 9-8 party line vote, the 

Westchester County Board of Legislators 
on Jan. 9 approved banning gun shows at 
county-owned facilities, but is unlikely to 
withstand an anticipated veto.

The legislation came about after County 
Executive Rob Astorino scheduled the 
Northeast Gun Show at the County Center 
in White Plains for the weekend of Jan. 
21-22. It would be the first gun show since 
2012, before the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School massacre of 20 first-graders and six 
staff members in Newtown, Conn.

Monday’s vote came after intense 
debate among opponents and supporters 
of the ban. Democratic legislators who 
supported the measure said they did not 
want the county promoting gun sales in 
county facilities.

They also denied it would infringe on 
gun owners’ Second Amendment rights. 

Ban supporters referred to recent acts 
of gun violence, including last Friday’s 
shooting at Ft. Lauderdale-Hollywood 
International Airport that resulted in the 
death of five people and the death of a 
13-year-old Mount Vernon girl who was 
hit by a stray bullet who was a passenger 
in a car driven by her mother.

Legislator Virginia Perez (D-Yonkers), 
chair of the board’s Legislation Committee, 
was one of the strongest supporters of 
the bill. Her younger brother was shot 
and killed 10 years ago while on his job 
delivering food in Yonkers.

“My brother’s shooting was a major 
motivating influence in my decision to 

enter public service and so I will support 
any proposal that makes Westchester 
County residents more safe when it comes 
to guns,” Perez said.

Republican legislators supporting the bill 
said it would violate Second Amendment 
rights of county residents. Representatives 
of the Department of Public Safety had 
testified during committee meetings last 
week that no firearms sold during gun 
shows at the County Center were used in 
crimes, they mentioned.

Furthermore, gun shows at the facility 
have tight security with a strong police 
presence, they said.

Board Vice Chairman James Maisano 
(R-New Rochelle) said people have “a 
constitutional right to bear arms,” which 
would be abridged if the gun show ban 
was enacted, he said.

In a related action, the Board of 
Legislators voted unanimously to schedule 
a public hearing at the County Center 
on Jan. 24 at 7 p.m. to hear comments 
for legislation proposed by the board’s 
Republican caucus that would require gun 
show operators adhere to strict operational 
guidelines recommended by state 
Attorney General Eric Schneiderman.

Earlier in the day, Rep. Nita Lowey 
(D-Harrison), accompanied by other 
Westchester Democrats and gun control 
advocates, voiced her disgust with the 
move to bring a gun show back to the 
County Center four years after the Sandy 
Hook Elementary School massacre.

“We cannot allow the reinstatement of 
the gun show in the Westchester County 
Center to be a harbinger of successes to 
come for those seeking to weaken gun 

safety instead of strengthening them,” 
Lowey said during a press conference at 
the county building. “A gun show simply 
must not be held on government property. 
It should not be held at the Westchester 
County Center period.”

The county discontinued gun shows 
from 1999 to 2010. Astorino lifted the ban 
after taking office and one was held at the 
County Center in 2012. 

However, after the Sandy Hook 
tragedy, a 2013 show was canceled and a 
handshake agreement was made among 
county officials that the center would no 
longer host gun shows. 

Democratic legislators stressed that the 
ban does not extend to private venues.

The vote was held after a Jan. 3 joint 
committee meeting that sent the measure 
to the full board. 

“I, as one legislator, recognize the 
right to the Second Amendment,” Board 
Chairman Michael Kaplowitz (D-Somers) 
said last week. “I don’t read in there the 
right to have a gun show at the County 
Center.”

Republican Minority Leader John Testa 
(R-Peekskill) said personal views swayed 
Democrats.

“I think we need to keep in mind 
that we talk about discrimination and 
equal protection, and all these things 
are conveniently being sent to the side 
because of personal views,” Testa said. 
“There’s been a lot of talk about taxpayer 
funding, but a lot of the people going to 
this show who own guns and purchase 
guns pay taxes also and want this show.”

Defiant Pipeline Protestors Lambast Cortlandt Judge at Sentencing

Westchester Approves Gun Show Ban; Veto Expected

RICK PEZZULLO PHOTO
Protestors against the AIM pipeline spoke out against a ruling that fined them $375 and community 
service.

The Westchester County Center is set to host a gun show this weekend.
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Watson’s Restaurant & Bar 
Putnam Valley

Business 

of the Week
By Ray Gallagher

John Watson, one of three owners at the 
newly renovated Watson’s Restaurant & 
Bar in Putnam Valley, has a grand notion 
that just might work in a town that could 
sure use some fixings and fun.

“I want the place to be like a 365-day-
a-year cocktail hour; with food and drink 
and good times for all,” said Watson, a 
Lakeland High grad from the 90s. “We 
want this place to be the hub of the Valley, 
the highlight of the four corners here in 
town.”

It’s been a long time since Putnam 
Valley has had anything resembling an 
actual restaurant. A town of minimal 
industry, Putnam Valley has had support-
based issues that have forced like-minded 
businessmen to crumble. Watson’s 
Restaurant & Bar is hoping to thrive 
where others have failed. And if the first 
few weeks are any indication, Watson, and 
partners Joe Reed and Frank Newcomb, 
are well on their way. 

The locals have packed the place to the 
gills since opening day in late December, 
partaking in an array of activities such 
trivia Thursday, country line dancing, 
karaoke, live music and paint & sip (Feb.5) 
nights. There are special features such as 
an interactive Murder Mystery Night on 
Saturday, January 28 and a Valentine’s 
Special that includes a show, dinner and 
complimentary champagne just $45 on 
February 11th. Events like these are just 
the start.

“The support has been beyond belief,” 
Watson said. “It’s been unbelievable. 
We’ve been packed, and, to be honest, we 

haven’t gotten one complaint. The people 
have been great. We’re beyond thrilled 
to give them something the town needs. 
We are an event-based business, we love 
events and we’re going to bring events 
to our patrons and this community and 
give them a place to make friends. We 
want this to be the place you bring your 
children to for their parties and events, 
and we want them to come back over and 
over.”

The menu, which will change often 
under Chef Anthony Chach of Mahopac, 
is also unbelievable; from a Kobe-blended 
burger to pork belly, from shrimp taco to 
high end grilled steaks. 

Watson’s has something for everyone.
“I like comfort food but I don’t like 

low-end food,” said Chach, who has been 
the chef at Char and cooked for Google 
executives in NYC. “When you come to 
Watson’s and you get a burger here, you’re 
not going to want to go back to Five Guys 
and eat again. Steaks are my specialty, 
steaks and varieties of meats, including 
chicken and pork: Stuff your mamma 
cooked, for sure, but you’ll also see stuff 
like a Vietnamese street sandwich (Bahn 
Mi) on my menu.”

While the town has been supportive of 
Watson’s, the owners want to lend support 
to the patrons and the community. The 
owners plan to sponsor adult softball 
teams and boost the Little League through 
sponsorship and other endeavors. The bar 
will also partake in Tuesday night dart 
leagues and a bowling league.

“When the game is over, this is your 
place to stop,” Watson said. “We know 
how important it is for players to gather 
after the game, to eat and have a beer and 
laugh about the game and watch the pro 
games. We’ll have them all; Yanks, Mets, 
Giants, Jets, Rangers, Knicks. We’re huge 
sports fans and we’ll have the games on all 

day every day.”
It’s “Game On!” at Watson’s.
Watson’s Restaurant & Bar is located 

at 1 Oscawana Lake Rd, Putnam 
Valley, NY. Visit them at www.
watsonsrestaurantandbar.com; or call 
(845) 603-6435. Like them on Facebook 
and follow

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS
Watson’s owners Frank Newcomb, John Watson and Joe Reed. 

PROVIDED PHOTO
The grand opening of  Watson’s was late last month.

Booth and table seating available.

Watson’s famous shrimp taco dish. A section of  the cozy ensemble at Watson’s.
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Evelyn Doris Stiller
Evelyn Doris Stiller, 80, of Mahopac, 

died on January 9, peacefully, surrounded 
by her loving family.  Mrs. Stiller was 
born on May 9, 1936 to George and 
Evelyn (Wisely) Bernhardt in the Bronx. 
On January 13, 1962, Evelyn married the 
love of her life, William James Peter Stiller 
at St. Philip & James. They were blessed 
with five children; William, George, 
Kathleen, Theresa and Thomas.  Before 
she retired Evelyn, was a Medical 
Secretary for MetLife in Manhattan. In 
her spare time, Evelyn enjoyed reading 
books, volunteering with her son’s Boy 
Scout Troop, family vacations, knitting 
and woman’s Birthday Club. Evelyn 
is survived by, William, Kathleen 
Cirigliano, and Thomas, as well as, her 
loving sister; Kathleen Verdi. She had six 
grandchildren; Casey Stiller, Tara Stiller, 
Kenneth Cirigliano, Jennifer Cirigliano, 
Christopher Stiller and Nicholas Stiller. 
Each member of her family held a special 
place in her heart. Evelyn will now join 
her husband William, who had passed in 
1997 in Heaven. 

Christine Johnson
Christine Stiles Johnson, 71, most 

recently of Danbury CT, and formerly 
of Southeast, Lake Carmel, and Port 
Chester died on January 9, surrounded 
by her loving family after a very long, and 
brave battle with cancer. She was born in 
Fox River Grove ILL, July 23rd 1945 to 
Charles and Alice Stiles and grew up in 
Port Chester. She attended Our Lady of 
Mercy Parochial School and Port Chester 
High School. Christine is survived by 
son Richard Romano (Monica), daughter 
Kimberly Romano-Maglio (John), 
and son Robert Miller (Ilyssa). Also 
surviving are 6 grandchildren, 4 great 
grandchildren, and a sister Joyce Koch 
of Harrison. Christine retired from the 
Putnam County Health Dept. where she 
worked for 28 years in various capacities, 
until her retirement as an Administrative 
Assistant to the Commissioner of 
Health. After retirement, she was active 
with guiding eyes for the blind training 
puppies and loved making many beautiful 
ceramic pieces for family and friends.

Lawrence Harvey
Lawrence Anthony Harvey of Brewster, 

died on Tuesday, January 10, at Vassar 
Brothers Hospital. He was 53. He was 
born on March 4, 1963 in New York, New 
York, the youngest son of the late George 
D. Harvey and late Patricia A. Dimola. He 
was a graduate of Brewster High School. 

In 1987 he married Lynne Polverari and 
together they had 2 children, Kathryn 
and Eric. Larry worked as a master 
electrician. He was an avid sports fan 
including the New York Jets and Mets. In 
his spare time he enjoyed working on his 
Harley Davidson motorcycle, attending 
concerts and spending time with family 
and friends. Larry is survived by his wife, 
Lynne Harvey; their children: Kathryn 
Peterson (Benjamin) and Eric Harvey; 
his brothers: Michael Harvey of Hyde 
Park, NY and Richard Harvey (Gloria) 
of Raleigh, North Carolina; and nephews 
Adam and Jason Harvey.

Stephen Kennedy
Stephen Michael Kennedy, 38, of 

Danbury, CT, formerly of Mahopac, 
died on January 10. Mr. Kennedy was 
born on June 17, 1978 to Robert and 
Kathleen (Stern) Kennedy in Carmel, 
NY. In 1996, Stephen graduated from 
Mahopac High School. He became a Chef 
and was employed by Black Cat Grille, in 
Redding, CT. His favorite passion in life 
was cooking and experimenting with the 
different flavors of cuisine. Stephen was 
also, an avid New York Sports fan.   He is 
survived by his beloved parents, Kathleen 
and Robert, of Barefoot Bay, Fl, his three 

loving siblings; Nicholas Kennedy (Donna 
Watson) of Fishkill, Melissa Kennedy of 
Jefferson Valley, and Kimberly Kennedy 
of Barefoot Bay, FL, his cherished niece 
Grace Kennedy, his cherished nephew 
Nicholas Kennedy, Jr. and his girlfriend 
Samantha. 

Frederick Morrison
Frederick Robert Morrison, of 

Brewster, died on Wednesday, January 11. 
He was 83 years old. Fred, fondly known 
as Scotty, was born on December 31, 1933 
in Summit, NJ. He attended Columbia 
University and served in the Air Force 
from 1952-56. He worked for Bell 
Telephone/Verizon and was a CWA union 
member. After retirement, he worked as a 
realtor and home inspector with Coldwell 
Banker. He was an active member of 
the PEARL ham radio group. He was 
predeceased by his second wife, Deborah 
Delafield Morrison and sister Laura 
Morrison. He is survived by his first wife 
Elizabeth Morrison ,children Jacqueline 
Morrison, F. Robert Morrison (Carmen), 
Heather Maras (Kevin) and Polly 
Delafield (Ron) and six grandchildren, 
Sarah Newell (Aaron), Drew Morrison, 
Bethany Morrison, Sierra Maras, Ashley 
Maras and Carson Delafield McMillan.
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That our county Legislature’s majority 
now routinely overreacts to any criticism 
of how it handled the new Cold Spring 
senior center lease at the Butterfield 
development was clearly evident when it 
dismissed Legislative Counsel Clement 
Van Ross on Jan. 3, a year before his 
term was to expire, without explanation, 
in reference to The Putnam Examiner’s 
article, “Former Leg. Counsel Considers 
Legal Action Against County”).

Your report paired this news with a 
likely clue to the real reason: the angry 
complaints these legislators made against 
Mr. Van Ross last summer when he 
temporarily delayed passage of the revised 

lease after a procedural dispute. 
At this juncture, I urge Putnam District 

Attorney Bob Tendy to provide Putnam’s 
citizens with his best judgement of the 
legality of our county administration’s 
strategy to finalize this lease. 

Right before the legislature fired Mr. 
Van Ross, the rules committee voted 
down asking New York State Attorney 
General Eric Schneiderman for guidance 
about two county government actions:  
The first was offering a free and then after 
the fact underpriced special bus service to 
Philipstown seniors so they could witness 
the county legislature tackle the senior 
center lease in Carmel.

The second was Putnam County 
Senior Resources Director Pat Sheehy 
conducting a taxpayer-funded, pro-lease 
awareness campaign aimed at county 
seniors. 

Mr. Tendy volunteered his 2nd 
Amendment views when he argued 
against a town proposal to enforce safe 
storage of firearms. He can do the same 
with other potential forms of government 
overreach.

Furthermore, the person who 
introduced the idea of contacting 
our attorney general was one of his 
predecessors as Putnam DA, former 
Legislator Kevin Wright. 

At the December 19th rules committee 
meeting, the majority said what happened 
wasn’t worth a state official’s attention but 
it read into the record feedback from Ms. 
Sheehy’s supervisor in Albany.

If the majority allowed Ms. Sheehy to 
go to Albany to support her case, it should 
have allowed their constituents the same 
or a similar opportunity. 

Putnam DA Tendy must rectify this 
imbalance. 

Alexandra Ballantine
Brewster 

Letter to the Editor
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Across
1. Military branch
5. Woman’s hat
11. Wise men
12. __ than life
13. Nectar flavor
14. A gradual decline
15. Place to unwind
17. Putnam Valley dance studio, NY 
Dance ____
21. Cut down lumber
24. One kind of bread
25. Cow or sow
26. Blood system letters
27. Wish
28. Largest Israeli city
30. European skyline sight
31. Mahopac fine iron works, By 
Hammer ______
36. Pine (for)
40. American, for one
41. Disaster
42. Final bit
43. Nest setting

Down
1. Game arbiter, for short
2. Return postage tool (abbr.)
3. Ottoman Empire officer
4. Guinness adjective
5. Lucid

6. CSI evidence testing area
7. Christmas tree decor
8. Special effects: (abbr.)
9. She’s prone to brooding
10. Part of a joule
16. Put up on Facebook
17. Zap
18. Reply to a captain
19. Big name in dolls
20. Caterwaul
21. Restroom
22. ___-Wan Kenobi
23. E-mail address ender
29. Separated
31. Deli sandwich
32. Formal vote
33. Shrew
34. Long time
35. Sister
37. Mean person
38. Make haste
39. Compass reading
Crossword by Myles Mellor 
Answers on page 13

Crossword Puzzle
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Last month Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
announced that KAS Spirits, a family-
owned small business in Mahopac, was 
awarded a $5,000 New York State Empire 
State Development Grant. The funds will 
be used to invest in equipment and grow 
the three-year-old craft liquor company. 

“We have been fortunate that there 
has been a demand for our krupnikas, 
which is a Lithuanian honey liquor,” said 
KAS Spirits owner Kestutis J. Katinas 
who is more commonly known as “Kas.” 
“However, we are not able to meet all of 
the demand because we do not have the 
extra funds needed to invest in additional 
equipment. The grant money will help us 
purchase the material we need.”

Currently Katinas and his wife, 
Maruska, produce, bottle and label each 
batch of the secret family recipe by hand. 
The ability to create a greater quantity of 
KAS will potentially allow Katinas to hire 
more employees.

KAS Spirits was one of two projects 
chosen from Putnam County through the 
NYS Consolidated Funding Application 
to be funded. It was also the only for-

profit small business to be allocated state 
money from the Mid-Hudson Regional 
Economic Development Council 
(REDC), which develops the long-term 
strategic plans for economic growth 
in Putnam, Westchester, Rockland, 
Dutchess, Orange, Sullivan and Ulster 
counties.

“I am very excited to be the first 
distillery in Putnam County to receive 
money through the CFA process,” said 
Katinas. “I am thankful for The Greater 
Mahopac-Carmel Chamber of Commerce 
for letting me know about the funding 
opportunity available through the state 
and encouraging me to go for it. I am also 
grateful to the Hudson Valley Food and 
Beverage Alliance for their help with the 
application.”

Katinas found out about the funding 
opportunity by attending a workshop 
hosted by The Greater Mahopac-Carmel 
Chamber of Commerce and the REDC 
last May. 

“Our job as a chamber of commerce is to 
promote economic development, educate 
business owners about resources that might be available to them and connect 

our members with local, state and federal 
officials for support,” said Chamber CEO 
Erin Meagher. “KAS Spirits winning a 
state grant shows what can happen when 
everything comes together.”

State Sen. Terrence Murphy threw 
his support behind the KAS Spirits 
application.

“As a small business owner myself, I 
recognize all of the effort that Kas and 

his wife Maruska put forth and how just 
a little bit of help can help you achieve a 
new level of success,” said Murphy. “The 
craft distillery industry is growing in 
New York and this grant will not only 
assist KAS Spirits it will act as a catalyst 
to stimulate economic development in 
Putnam County.”

Carmel Town Supervisor Ken Schmitt 
agreed that the grant could extend its 
reach beyond KAS Spirits. 

“Businesses in the Town of Carmel 
are primarily mom and pop companies 
that work together and grow together,” 
said Schmitt. “KAS Spirits has become 
a valued drink in the Town of Carmel 
and its popularity has benefited other 
companies in the area.”

With KAS Spirits being awarded the 
grant, County Executive MaryEllen Odell 
hopes that other businesses learn the 
importance of taking the time to apply for 
resources. 

“We as taxpayers, pay more of our share 
to Albany than we get back,” said Odell. 

Since 2011, grants through New York 
State Empire State Development are 
available annually through the NYS 
Consolidated Funding Application, which 
was created to streamline and expedite 
the grant application process by ensuring 
less bureaucracy and greater efficiency to 
fulfill local economic development needs. 
In the past the application window has 
run from May to July. The specific dates 
for the application in 2017 have not been 
announced yet.

Mahopac’s KAS Spirits Awarded State Funds

PROVIDED PHOTO
KAS Spirits owner Kestutis “Kas” Katinas of  
Mahopac was awarded a $5,000 grant from New 
York State to help him purchase more equipment 
to meet the demand of  his krupnikas, a Lithuanian 
honey liquor.
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Not so long ago, the sweetest 
young lady who worked at 
my firm had attached a ring 
sound to her iPhone signaling 
her mother-in-law, which was 
the theme song from “The 
Addams Family.”  Her husband, 
even adoring as he was, wasn’t 
amused and she rapidly 
changed it.  

With the new electronic 
doorbells, welcoming visitors 
can take on any jazzy theme 
imaginable.

When I was a child, my 
parents bought a newly 
constructed home featuring 
a doorbell with a particularly 
beautiful set of chimes just 
inside the door. I’m told it was that special 
feature that sold my mother on the house.  

From earliest times, visitors to a home 
were announced simply by banging 
one’s knuckles against a door. Shortly 
after, knuckles were spared by the use of 
knockers, which gave Gene Wilder a great 
line in “Young Frankenstein.” Later, a bell 
on the inside of the house was sounded by 
pulling a string from the outside.  

In 1831, the electric doorbell was 
invented by Joseph Henry, an American 

scientist who was the first 
secretary of the Smithsonian 
Institution. It was a simple 
device, much like the wired 
doorbells we see today, where 
an outside button is pushed 
and electrical current flows to 
an inside transformer which 
activates a noise signal. 

In the beginning, this noise 
was an annoying buzz, but the 
sound was enhanced in the 
1920s to bells or a chime. 

In my recent mid-18th 
century home, the doorbell 
still features that annoying 
buzz sound, much like an 
insect zapper. The cover has so 
many coats of paint on it that 

its shape is hard to define. I’m convinced 
that the same device has been working 
faithfully since the 1920s. 

Well, maybe not so faithfully. In the 
recent past, any unannounced visitor 
could get frustrated trying to reach 
us inside. It’s embarrassing to admit, 
particularly because I write as The Home 
Guru, but something went haywire with 
my doorbell system. It somehow got 
disconnected and didn’t ring for a couple 
of years without my knowing it. Visitors 

would call us on our cell phones saying 
they were waiting for us in the driveway.  

Recently, I had a handyman install new 
buttons outside thinking that was the 
problem but, not being an electrician, he 
couldn’t figure out the connection to the 
buzzer. Even the electricians who came 
later had a hard time getting it operational 
again. But now it works like a charm, 
albeit still with the annoying buzz.  

From the first mechanical systems, it 
seems that inventors have spent a lot of 
time and effort devising new ways to alert 
homeowners of visitors, from the first use 
of chimes to iTunes ringtones.

Today the major choice in doorbells 
is either a wired or wireless version, and 
there seems to be a debate about which 
is better. While wired doorbell systems 
are still the preferred choice, wireless 
has caught the imagination of younger 
buyers.     Wired doorbells are cheaper 
than wireless, but more involved to 
install. Wireless can be up and running, 
literally in minutes. Aesthetically, wired 
doorbells are more appealing, with many 
designs, shapes and materials from which 
to choose, while wireless models are more 
utilitarian in design. Wireless wins out on 
portability; its receiver, whether battery 
operated or plug-in, can be moved around 

the house at will.  
Sound quality and the range of tunes are 

clearly better on the wired models, while 
wireless can have erratic performance if 
there is outside interference.

With the advent of iTunes and the MP3 
player, sounds announcing visitors are 
limitless, much like telephone ringtones. 
Now each time that I hear that annoying 
buzz from my antiquated but functional 
doorbell, I imagine what would best 
represent my personality in a customized 
sound.  

In my new condo, there is a sturdy 
knocker on the door, but not a single 
person has had the chance to use it. 
Visitors are announced at the concierge 
desk and, as though I haven’t seen a 
human in years, I swing open the door 
wide before they have a chance to knock. 
I hope I don’t frighten them.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Wired or Wireless: Today’s Choices for Our Home’s Doorbells

The 58th Presidential Inauguration 
is upon us. Sitting at my keyboard this 
past week, I began to ponder a wine slant 
that would provide fodder for a timely 

column as the 45th 
president of the 
United States of 
America assumes 
office.

As I rummaged 
through my 
memory bank, 
seeking out a wine-
focused angle that 
might relate to 

President-elect Trump, a video flashed 
in my mind. Do you remember the 
press conference during the Republican 
primaries when he displayed his 
eponymous products on a table for all 
to marvel at a la the Home Shopping 
Network?

Prominently displayed 
were several wines from the 
Trump Winery in Virginia. I 
tucked the visual image – and 
Trump’s comment, “I own it 
100 percent, no mortgage, 
no debt” – into my memory 
banks.

Fast forward to this 
week, and a presidential 
focus emerges. This 
week’s column is based 
on information culled 
from (what I believe to 
be) reliable news sources, 
presented with validated 

(not unverified) facts, 
from news articles (not 
fake news) published 
by reputable (not 
questionable, social media 
pop-up) organizations. 

My focus is on two 
disparate views of Trump 
Winery. First, the long 
road that brings us to the Presidential 
Inauguration, and second, a top-level 
focus on the wines in the bottle.

The History
The winery was acquired by Trump in 

2011. It began as Kluge Estate Winery 
and Vineyard, a start-up created in 1999 
by Patricia Kluge, the widow of one of the 
wealthiest entrepreneurs in the United 
States. The purchased land was chosen 
for its intrinsic beauty, not its capacity for 
producing great wines. The grapevines 
planted were Kluge’s favorite varietals, not 
those most suitable to the characteristics 
of the vineyard.

The inevitable result? The property, with 
its awe-inspiring vistas, 

manicured vineyards and 
high-end winery, had 
a modicum of success 
until the Great Recession 
hit, when it succumbed 

to the weight of a heavy 
burden of bank debt.       

In rushed 
the real estate 
developers, 

including Trump, who 
excel at sniffing out 
distressed properties. 
He ultimately acquires 
the 776-acre vineyard 
and winery for a mere 
$6.2 million, plus $1.7 
million for equipment and 
inventory. Instantly, he has 

a new product line to tout: Trump wines. 
“I’m really interested in good real 

estate, not so much in wine,” Trump said 
at the time. Ironically, Trump is not a 
wine drinker, abstaining from all alcohol 
by choice. 

Last year, he explained his winery 
investment: “I own it 100 percent, no 
mortgage, no debt.” 

Ah, the art of the deal.
However, in now-classic Trump style, 

this is not entirely factual. A review of 
the Trump Winery website disclaimer 
contains a contradictory statement: 
“Trump Winery is a registered trade name 
of Eric Trump Wine Manufacturing LLC, 
which is not owned, managed or affiliated 
with Donald J. Trump, The Trump 
Organization or any of their affiliates.” 

The Wines
Trump touts the Trump wines as the 

“finest wine, as good a wine as you get 
anywhere in the world.” 

As those who have read this column 
over the years are well aware, fine wines 
are in the eye – and palate – of the 
beholder. One wine consumer’s fine wine 

is another’s plonk. A personal disclaimer: 
I have yet to sample any of the Kluge or 
Trump wines.

The overall media opinion of the Trump 
wines? 

Under Kluge’s ownership, the estate’s 
sparkling wines and red blends won 
several accolades. 

Under (Eric) Trump’s stewardship, the 
winery offers sparkling wine and white 
(Chardonnay and Viognier) and red 
(Cabernet Sauvignon and a Bordeaux 
blend) wines, from $22 to $38. The 
overall scores settle in between those for 
fine wine and plonk; overall, not so bad 
for a celebrity wine, even though they 
carry higher expectations – and higher 
prices. Locally, several of these wines are 
available at Westchester Wine Warehouse 
in White Plains.

Regardless of your political and 
ideological persuasion, the Presidential 
Inauguration is a validation of the 
American experiment in democracy, with 
all its twists and turns. I’ll be drinking to 
that on Friday.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

A Celebratory Wine for the 58th Presidential Inauguration?

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
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Ongoing 
Town Square Pizza café in Patterson 

on Route 311.  Charity of the Month.  
Pizza with a Purpose:  Each month, Town 
Square Pizza Cafe will donate a portion 
of every pizza pie purchase directly to a 
local charity or non-profit! Your pizza 
purchase will not only taste delicious, 
but will also be supporting the lives of 
your neighbors in the local community.   
Please support us…Eat pizza. Donations 
can also be made directly to the Putnam 
County Children’s Committee- (PCCC) 
at PO Box 187, Carmel, NY 10512. NO 
donation too small. 100 percent of the 
donation goes directly to the children of 
Putnam County.

Winter Camp: 
Kids Winter Camp at Clearpool:  

Green Chimneys Clearpool Campus, 33 
Clearpool Road, Carmel.  Also 2/21, 9 a.m. 
- 4:30 p.m. daily. What better way for kids 
to spend the school break than a wintry 
week of camp classics? A full week of fun 
and educational programming includes 
hiking, crafts, campfire activities, games, 
songs and a daily theme to tie together 
the activities of the day. It’s a great way 
to let kids experience the environment 
at a time of year they may not normally 
spend outdoors. For children and teens 
ages 5-14 • Single day and full-week 
options • Daily lunch and snack provided 
Cost: $40 per person, single day. Register 

here: http://clearpool.greenchimneys.
org/upcoming-events/?s=0&event=50 
Contact person: Stacey Damiano, 
sdamiano@greenchimneys.org 845-225-
8226 ext. 606

Daily: 
EA Test Prep Team is here to assist 

you every step of the way. Each member 
of the team wants you to be accepted to 
the college of your choice. Start preparing 
today by calling EA Test Prep at 845-
582-0017 or visit our website at www.
eatestprep.com to learn about how we can 
help you achieve your college goals.

Winter session of Reading Buddies 
at the Kent Library:  If you’re in 1st 
through 4th grade, you can participate 
in Kent Public Library’s winter session 
of Reading Buddies! Running from daily 
from January 9th through April 1st.  
Reading Buddies is a program that pairs 
teen volunteers with students in grades 
1st through 4th grade. Reading Buddy 
applications are available at the Library. 
Contact Rebecca Newman, the Children’s 
Librarian, at 845-225-8585 for more 
information.  The library is located at 17 
Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes. 

Mondays
Crazy 8’s Math Club Every Monday 

beginning January 23 at 4:30 p.m. Join 
Bedtime Math’s Crazy 8s, where you’ll 

build stuff, run and jump, make music, 
make a mess, it’s a totally new kind of math 
club for kids in grades 3-5! Registration 
is required. For more information or to 
register contact the Patterson Library 
at 845-878-6121 x10 or go to www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click Calendar.

Wednesdays
Craft Time for Preschoolers at 

the Brewster Public Library, from 11 
a.m.-11:45 a.m., Wednesdays, January 
18-March 8.  Children ages 3-5 and 
their caregivers are invited to make a 
creative seasonal or holiday related craft.  
Some crafts may be messy; please dress 
accordingly. Registration is required.  For 
more information call 845-279-6421 or 
visit http://tinyurl.com/zjbkyjf.  

Thursdays
The Putnam County Computer 

Learning Center for Seniors 
Registration: The first Thursday of 
every month at the William Koehler 
Senior Center, 180 Route 6 in Mahopac 
and at the Putnam Valley Senior Center, 
117 Town Park Lane, Putnam Valley.  
Registration hours in Mahopac are 
from 9:30 - 11:00AM.  Putnam Valley 
registration is from 10 a.m. –  Noon.  In 
addition to a variety of computer classes, 
we also teach classes in iPad, iPhone and 
Android Basics. Anyone 55 or older can 
register for a variety of computer classes. 
Registration is required in person.  For 
more information you can call Judy Kolt at 
(845) 277-5422 or email her at jak4dogs@
verizon.net . If anyone is interested in 
volunteering, please call Judy Kolt as 
above.
Tuesday, January 17 

The Kent Public Library Board of 
Trustees Annual. 7 p.m. at the Kent 
Public Library, 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent 
Lakes. 

Early Literacy Program Registration - 
In-Person & On-Line:  10 a.m.  In-Person 
and On-Line Registration for Winter 2017 
Early Literacy Programs at the Mahopac 
Public Library.  All programs are designed 
to develop listening, thinking, language, 
imagination and social skills, plus, it’s 
a great way to meet other parents! All 
programs are intended to encourage a 
love of reading and foster a life-long desire 
to learn. You are encouraged to make use 
of a variety of books, kits and parenting 
materials available for loan at Mahopac 
Public Library. Register for one program 
per child. Programs begin the week of 
January 23. https://mahopaclibrary.org/

Steps to Financial Freedom:  Patterson 
Library, 1167 Rte. 311 Patterson.  1 
p.m. Chris Dlugozima from GreenPath 
Financial Wellness will show you how to 
improve your budget and credit to help 
you reach your financial goals. Topics will 

include credit reports, debt management, 
money management, investing and 
retirement. Whether you’re just starting 
out or trying to rebound from earlier 
mistakes, you will leave with info to get 
you on track. Free program. For more 
information, visit us online at www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click on calendar 
or call 845-878-6121 x10.
Thursday, January 19 

Storytime: Join special guests, Miss 
Lappe, from JFK Elementary School and 
her therapy dog, Dakota for a special 
evening Storytime. 6 p.m.-6:45 p.m. at 
the Brewster Public Library. All ages are 
welcome. Registration is requested. For 
more info call (845) 279-6421 or visit 
http://tinyurl.com/zzthvpt.
Saturday, January 21 

Wintertime Craft Fun at the Brewster 
Public Library.  Noon -1 p.m.  Children 
ages 5-12 are invited to create a winter-
themed figurine using Model Magic.  All 
materials will be supplied.  Registration 
is required.  For more information call 
845-279-6421 or visit http://tinyurl.com/
hxqmert. 
Sunday, January 22

International Folk Dancing for all 
ages and abilities.  No previous experience 
required, no partner needed.  All ages 
welcome at all times.  Line, circle, and 
couple folk dances from around the world 
will be taught and reviewed. 6:30 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. at New Era Creative Space, 
1016 Brown St., Peekskill. (right off the 
parking lot). $5 per person. For further 
information, call the NECS at 914 325-
1053 or visit the website: http://necspace.
com/events/ folkdance2016/
Monday, January 23

Winter Story Times: Registration 
for winter story times is now open! The 
Patterson Library offers story times 
for all ages including babies, toddlers, 
and preschool age children.  Go to the 
Patterson Library calendar to check out 
the dates and times of each story time and 
sign up today! Registration required. For 
more information or to register contact 
the Patterson Library at 845-878-6121 
x10 or go to www.pattersonlibrary.org 
and click Calendar.
Tuesday, January 24 

Magic Tree House Book Club at Kent 
Library: 4:30 p.m. -5:15 p.m.  “Pirates 
Past Noon” by Mary Pope Osborne. Travel 
through time and explore history with 
Jack and Annie on their many adventures. 
We will discuss the book, learn more 
about the time they travel to and enjoy 
making a craft.  This club is open to those 
in 1st, 2nd & 3rd grades.  Registration 
is required.  You may register for the 
program by going to www.kentlibrary.
org or calling the Kent Public Library at 
845-225-8585.  The library is located at 17 
Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes.

Crossword Answers

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com
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AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

AUTO FOR SALE
2005 DODGE MAGNUM SLX AWD. 
White with grey leather interior. One 
owner, excellent condition, 100k miles. 
Clean in and out. $8500 motivated seller 
Mt Kisco 917-509-1971

COLLECTABLES
CA$H BUYER, Old Comic Books 10c 
to 35c covers, also Guns, Gold Coins. I 
travel to you and Buy EVERYTHING 
YOU have! Call Brian 1-800-617-3551

FINANCIAL
CONVENTIONAL & BANK RATE FI-
NANCING, Fix’n Flips, Hard-Bridge 
Loans, No Documents-Stated Income 
Programs, $100K-$100 Million, Pur-
chase-Refinance, SFH-1-4, Multi-family, 
Mixed Use, Commercial, 888-565-9477

HEALTH
IF YOU HAD HIP OR KNEE REPLACE-
MENT SURGERY AND SUFFERED AN 
INFECTION between 2010 and the pres-
ent time, you may be entitled to compen-
sation. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

HELP WANTED
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

LAND WANTED
LAND WANTED: Cash buyer seeks large 
acreage 200+ acres in the Central/Finger 

Lakes and Catskills Regions of NY State. 
Brokers welcome. For immediate con-
fidential response, call 607-353-8068 or 
email info@NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LEGAL NOTICES
75 HILLSIDE AVENUE, LLC FILED 
AN ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 
with the NYS Dept. of State on 12-9-16.  
The office of the LLC is located in West-
chester County.  The NY Secretary of State 
has been designated as the agent upon 
whom process may be served.  NYSS may 
mail a copy of any process to the LLC at: 
John Credaroli, 2 Columbus Avenue, 
Valhalla, NY 10595.  Purpose: Any law-
ful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HARD-
BALL CONSULTING LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with the Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 11/01/2016. Office loc: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent upon whom 
process may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
15 Bank St. #102A, White Plains, NY 
10606. Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KIDS 
IN SPORTS II LLC. Articles of Organi-
zation filed with SSNY on 07/11/16.  Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
1420 Second Avenue, New York, New  
York, 10021. Purpose:  Any lawful act 
or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SIL-
VER RUSH PRODUCTIONS, LLC. 
ARTS Of ORG filed with Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 12/05/2016. Office 
Location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: c/o United States Corpora-
tion Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Avenue, 
Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ANDY 
ROBLES LLC/A ROBLES LLC RE-
CENTLY WITH IRS. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on September 8th, 
2016. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 17 
Limerick St., Stamford, CT 06902. Pur-
pose: Landscaping and hardscaping.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF TAX-
SOLUTION4EXPATS.COM, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 11/14/2016.Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Seung Yup Kang, 27 Overlook 
street, Mount Vernon, New York 10552. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HARD-
CORE REALTY LLC FILED WITH 
SSNY ON 12/6/16.  Office in Westches-
ter County.  SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 829 Franklin Avenue, Thorn-
wood NY 10594.  Purpose:  any lawful 
purpose.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

MODULAR CONSTRUCTION
EINSTEIN MODULAR CONSTRUC-
TION- WHOLESALE FACTORY DI-
RECT PRICING. VISIT WWW.EIN-
STEINMODULARCONSTRUCTION.
COM TO VIEW PLANS AND INVOIC-
ES. WE WILL BUILD ANY PLAN. 845-
734*EMC2(3622)

REAL ESTATE
LENDER ORDERED SALE! Catskill 
Mtn Farm Land! 39 acres- $84,900 (cash 
price) Incredible valley views, fields, 

woods, spring, stonewalls! Twn rd, utili-
ties! Terms are avail! 888-905-8847 NewY-
orkLandandLakes.com

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
Sebastian, Florida (East Coast) Beach 
Cove is an Age Restricted Community 
where friends are easily made. Sebastian 
is an Old Florida fishing village with a 
quaint atmosphere yet excellent medical 
facilities, shopping and restaurants. Direct 
flights from Newark to Vero Beach. New 
manufactured homes from 89,900. 772-
581-0080; www.beach-cove.com.

READING TUTOR
 M.S. Ed.,  Ph.D.  Remediation and support 
for children in grades 1-4 experiencing 
reading difficulties.  Phonics-based 
instruction with a strong emphasis on 
confidence building.  amslitskills.com

TRAINING
O.S.H.A.   10 Hr. Outreach COMPLI-
ANCE SAFETY TRAINING CON-
STRUCTION (IN ENGLISH) HELD AT 
THE ELKS LODGE #2101 RT. 22 Brew-
ster or company facility’s Putnam, West-
chester, Duchess, CT Must pre- Register
845-743-5324 EMAIL-macarcich@gmail.
com Authorized Outreached trainer 
#1285-C0100219

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AAR-
ON AT 914-654-1683

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook
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Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49

  January 17 - January 23, 2017                                                                                                        SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                                                                                                    SPORTS SECTION

Mahopac senior captain Chris Bednar wrecks a Suffern Mountie along the boards at the Brewster Ice Arena last Wednesday in the Indians’ 4-0 loss to the Section 1 juggernaut Mounties, who also turned around 
and defeated the visiting Indians, 3-1, on Friday to complete the home-and-home sweep. In other local action, BrewTown (Brewster/Yorktown) tied Somers/North Salem, 3-3, with the Sabers erasing a two-goal 
deficit to tie. Carmel defeated ETBE, 3-2, and Ram G Willow Barnes made her 1,000th career save, just the second goalie in program history to do so, according to the Rams, who got goals from Nick Smith, 
Jake Alfonzetti and Steven Mount in the win.
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Chris 
Rocks!

But Mahopac Stumbles in Pair  
of Losses to Mighty Suffern
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The Section 1 Class A scenario is 
shaping up to have two prohibitive 
favorites – state-ranked No.2 Byram 
Hills (10-1) and No.5 Tappan Zee 
(11-0) – which leaves two spots 
for the Final 4 and the subsequent 
pomp and circumstance of playing 
at the hub of Section 1 hoops, 
the Westchester County Center. 
Just how good are Byram and TZ 
considered throughout the state? 
If the NYSPHSAA tournament 
were to start today, the Bobcats and 
Dutchmen would be the two top-
ranked teams entering the public-
school tournament. That said, 
there were several teams that gave 
each a scare last Saturday, including 
Saunders and Hen Hud.

Two Class A hopefuls tipped off 
last Thursday night in PEEKSKILL 
where the determined Red Devils 
(9-3) continued their long-awaited 
ascension to the ranks of the 
mighty with a 53-51 win over HEN 
HUD (6-4). The County Center 
was Peekskill’s home away from 
home between 1993 and 2009 
when former boss Lou Panzanaro’s 
Red Devils won 10 sectional 
crowns, five state titles (fourth 
most in NYS history) and three 
Federations. But that seems like 
eons ago.

After several poor seasons since Coach 
P’s departure, Peekskill is hungry to 

return to the County Center and junior 
swingman CJ Redd, who, despite a rough 
start, dropped 13 on the Sailors, including 

the game-winning hoop with 
14.4 left. Redd is the face of these 
ravenous Red Devils, having been 
there, and sticking it out, despite 
the last two tough seasons.

“Winning the league is a small 
goal of ours,” Redd said. “The team 
we have this year, we're expecting 
to bring the tradition back to 
Peekskill. We're still a young team 
and we make young mistakes, 
but coach has put it in my hands 
to lead us throughout the season. 
We've started to gel as a team and 
hopefully we continue as we start 
coming into the end of the season.”

Sophomore G Nadame Tucker 
added a game-high 17 for 
Peekskill, which currently holds 
the No.5 seed in Class A. Sailor 
F Kyle James (16 points) and 
Mekhi Gray (13) had the Sailors, 
currently seeded 7th, in position 
to win. 

“I thought it was a well-played, 
physical game,” Hen Hud Coach 
Jordan Hirsch said. “It's a great 
rivalry and I think both teams love 
playing in that environment twice 

a year. As I have felt in every 
game we've been in, our guys 
played as hard as they possible 
could. Peekskill forces you to 
make decisions under duress, 
which I thought affected our 
execution and situational 
play at some pivotal points of 
the 32 minutes. 

“Of our nine games so far, 
six have come down to one 
possession,” Hirsch added, 
“and we have come out of 
each one, win or lose, with a 
deeper understanding of who 
we are and what our identity 
is. I expect the same will 
come from this game.”

Hirsch also suspect the 
Sailors will learn more about 
themselves after Saturday’s 
47-44 loss to host Tappan 
Zee, in which Hen Hud 
squandered a 27-18 halftime 
lead. Still, if nothing else, 
these two losses should 
prove the Sailors can hang with 
anyone in the section and Class 
A hoops could provide a wild 
ride in early March.

The County Center-starved 
Sailors are, perhaps, one of the 
hungriest outfits in Section 1 
to return, having been denied 
entry since 1991. Every Sailor 
since has been forced to buy a 
ticket to get in, and the Dylan 

Fraser-led Sailors are back in the hunt 
after losing in the quarterfinals last year in 
a last-second loss to Byram Hills.

Getting there won’t be easy with Class 
AA semifinalists and sneaky-good 
Saunders (8-3) down in Class A this 
season, and an upstart Rye (9-2) outfit 
in the mix, along with 
enigmatic SOMERS (7-4), 
which has as many athletes 
as any team in Class A and 
relies on depth, grit and 
defense. Even Ardsley (11-
4) could prove worthy, and 
WALTER PANAS (6-6) on 
its best day.

“I'm very happy with their 
progression,” Somers Coach 
Chris DiCintio said. “They 
seem very focused at practice 
now and I truly believe they 
have turned the corner with 
their basketball play.  I also 
believe they have moved 
on from their tremendous 
accomplishments with their 
fall sports and are focused 
on trying to make some 
history with basketball 
now.”

Somers boys’ basketball 

has not won a league championship in 
27 years (1989), and may not do so again 
this season if the Tuskers play shabby 
defense like they did at times in 54-51 
loss to Clarkstown North last Friday 
in the opening round of the Yorktown 
tournament. Tusker Lorenzo Bicknese 
led Somers with 21 points while big Nick 
Gargiulo had nine points in the paint.

Somers also saw G Matt Pires and 
swingman Bicknese each score 17 points 
in a 63-53 league win over John Jay CR. 
Pires’ numbers were a career-high for the 
stud football play, who was named NYS 
co-Player of the Year earlier that day. 
That honor is about as big an distinction 
as any football player in the Northern 
Westchester/Putnam region has ever 
received.
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Peekskill Making Gains in Wins Over Hen Hud, Mahopac

THE SHRUB OAK ATHLETIC CLUB
SOFTBALL/BASEBALL:

Softball Ages 5-16 Years Old $140 
Baseball Ages 5-17 Years Old $140
Girls Volleyball: Grades 3-12 $110

Registration: COPPER BEECH MIDDLE SCHOOL CAFETERIA
Saturday, January 21st 9am-2pm
Tuesday, January 24th 7pm-9pm

Saturday, January 28th 9am-12pm
If January 21st or 28th cancelled because of snow

Makeup will be Saturday Feb. 4th 9am-12pm
For More Information Call: 914-962-7099 (Leave Message) or

ShrubOakAC.org
Panas G Stephan Reyes and Yorktown G Tom Weaver square off  
prior to Reyes sinking game-winning shot in Yorktown tourney 
opening round.
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Somers C Nick Gargiulo powers for two of  his nine points in loss to 
Clarkstown North in Yorktown tourney last Friday.

CLASS AA
MAHOPAC’s Andrew Ryan has been 

feeling it of late. The senior guard drilled 
a buzzer-beating shot last Wednesday 
to give the struggling Indians (3-10) a 
54-53 league win over John Jay EF; this, 
after torching John Jay CR for 18 points 
in the Putnam Challenge on January 8th. 
Ryan finished with a game-high 20 points 
against the Patriots and finally figured out 
how to beat the double-teams he’s been 
facing much of the season. But the bad 
outweighed the good at Mahopac when it 

dropped the last two games 
to in blowout style, falling 
hard to Arlington (68-39) 
and Peekskill (73-50). Shion 
Darby had 21 points for 
Peekskill and Redd had 18 
while Ryan led the Indians 
with 12.

YORKTOWN didn’t 
quite get the fanfare nor 
the results the Huskers (7-
3) were hoping for in the 
20th annual George Budries 
Yorktown Tournament 
last weekend. ‘The Crop’, 
Yorktown’s infamous fan 
base, was barren, and studly 
F Tanner Dyslin was nursing 
an ankle injury, when the 
Huskers fell prey to PANAS 
in a 56-55 Yorktown setback 
in Friday’s opening round.

Panas G Stephan Reyes 
hit a 3-pointer at the buzzer 
to win it for the streaky 
Panthers (6-6), who won’t 
be an easy out for any Class 
A contender. G Brandon 
Hodge led the Panthers with 
23 points, four assists and 
two steals while Brandon 
Ramos may have had his 
best game of the season (21 

points, 8 rebounds). 
“I’m very proud of my team 

for battling the whole night,” 
Panas Coach Shawn Sullivan 
said. “Every time Yorktown 
went ahead, we battled back 
and finally found a way to win. 
Hopefully, this win will be a 
turning point in the season.”

Husker James Lundberg (18 
points) had his finest game yet 
and F Kyle Casey added eight 
points, 14 rebounds and four 
blocks for the Huskers, losers of 
three-straight games, including 
Horace Greeley (7-6), and Class 
A Panas and Pearl River (4-6).

CARMEL (5-7) has lost three 
of the last four and needs to get 
going before the rematch with 
Mahopac on Monday, Jan.30th. 
The Rams need to stockpile 
wins in order to improve what 
is currently a No.14 seed for the 
playoffs, which would put them 
on the road in New Rochelle, 
which isn’t exactly where anyone 

wants to open up… 
CLASS B/C

CROTON is apparently for real. 
Sometimes, it takes a tough loss to get folks 
to recognize, but Coach Ben Martucci’s 
Tigers (7-3) did just that in a 57-56 loss to 
one-beaten Briarcliff (7-1) last Wednesday 
when Bear hotshot Jack Ryan put back a 
miss with three seconds left.

“The overall team effort was tremendous 
in this game, and we showed how 
much we've grown together as a group,” 

Martucci said after senior 
point guard Charlie 
Goldberg (15 points, 
4 assists, 5 rebounds), 
Rory Parker (18 points, 
5 rebounds, 1 assist) and 
fresh freshman Sean 
Macarchuk (career-high 
18 points including five 
3’s in the 2nd half) did all 
they could in the loss to 
the Bears. “The execution 
wasn't there for us down 
the stretch.  Briarcliff is 
a very talented, deep, 
experienced, and well 
coached team with great 
size. They are No.1 and 
the reigning champs 
in Class B for good 
reason. Hats off to them. 
Unfortunately, we had 
two costly turnovers at 
inopportune times, and 
missed nine free throws. 
In a one-point game, that 
can make a difference. 
We'll learn a ton from this 
experience, and move 
on.”

Similarly, PUTNAM 
VALLEY (3-8) played 
very well in a tough 
loss, falling 67-59 at 
Woodlands, a premier Class B program. 
Up next for the Tigers is a highly-
anticipated game with HALDANE (5-5) 
on Thursday the 19th. The League III-E 
title is starting to look like it might be 
out of the grasps of both Put Valley and 
Haldane as North Salem (8-1), which 
looks like a Class C favorite, has the upper 
hand and what looks like the best team in 
the league and Class C right now…
PUTNAM/NWE FAB FIVE HOOPS POLL

No.1 PEEKSKILL – Class A Red Devils 
have earned the right to be No.1 after 
knocking off Hen Hud, and with Yorktown 
slumping things had to change. Let’s see if 
the Red Devs can sustain this momentum 
at the 1st annual Lou Panznaro Jr. 
Basketball Tournament Thursday against 
Woodlands.

No.2 HEN HUD – Class A Sailors are 
probably chomping at the bit for another 
go at Peekskill when the league title might 
be up for grabs on Feb.1. 

No.3 YORKTOWN – Class AA Huskers 
are in trouble is Dyslin’s ankle doesn’t heel 
up, which we suspect it will.

No.4 SOMERS – Class A Tuskers need 
a consistent scorer beyond Bicknese to 
reach the next level.

No.5 PANAS – Class A Panthers 
will need to find some consistency and 
determine an identity down the stretch. 
With 7 games left, we see an avenue for 
a 5-2 finish, maybe better, if the real 
Panthers stick and stay.

HM CROTON – Class B Tigers would 
be a 4-seed in Class B if tourney started 
today, which gives them a couple of home 
playoff games if they can hold firm.

Yorktown G Sol Barer is checked by Panas G David Reynoso in 
Panthers’ win over Huskers last Friday. Before hitting game-winning shot, Panas G Stephan Reyes guards 

Yorktown G Marc Spinelli in Panthers’ win over Huskers.

Somers junior G Lorenzo Bicknese hits the lane for two points 
in loss to Clarkstown North.

Yorktown F Joe Sgobbo goes up for two against Panas 
defender Peter Andersen in Panthers’ win over Huskers last 
Friday.

Somers G Matt Pires is met with resistance in Tuskers’ 
loss to Clarkstown North Friday.
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The Section 1 Class A scenario is 
shaping up to have two prohibitive 
favorites – state-ranked No.2 Byram 
Hills (10-1) and No.5 Tappan Zee 
(11-0) – which leaves two spots 
for the Final 4 and the subsequent 
pomp and circumstance of playing 
at the hub of Section 1 hoops, 
the Westchester County Center. 
Just how good are Byram and TZ 
considered throughout the state? 
If the NYSPHSAA tournament 
were to start today, the Bobcats and 
Dutchmen would be the two top-
ranked teams entering the public-
school tournament. That said, 
there were several teams that gave 
each a scare last Saturday, including 
Saunders and Hen Hud.

Two Class A hopefuls tipped off 
last Thursday night in PEEKSKILL 
where the determined Red Devils 
(9-3) continued their long-awaited 
ascension to the ranks of the 
mighty with a 53-51 win over HEN 
HUD (6-4). The County Center 
was Peekskill’s home away from 
home between 1993 and 2009 
when former boss Lou Panzanaro’s 
Red Devils won 10 sectional 
crowns, five state titles (fourth 
most in NYS history) and three 
Federations. But that seems like 
eons ago.

After several poor seasons since Coach 
P’s departure, Peekskill is hungry to 

return to the County Center and junior 
swingman CJ Redd, who, despite a rough 
start, dropped 13 on the Sailors, including 

the game-winning hoop with 
14.4 left. Redd is the face of these 
ravenous Red Devils, having been 
there, and sticking it out, despite 
the last two tough seasons.

“Winning the league is a small 
goal of ours,” Redd said. “The team 
we have this year, we're expecting 
to bring the tradition back to 
Peekskill. We're still a young team 
and we make young mistakes, 
but coach has put it in my hands 
to lead us throughout the season. 
We've started to gel as a team and 
hopefully we continue as we start 
coming into the end of the season.”

Sophomore G Nadame Tucker 
added a game-high 17 for 
Peekskill, which currently holds 
the No.5 seed in Class A. Sailor 
F Kyle James (16 points) and 
Mekhi Gray (13) had the Sailors, 
currently seeded 7th, in position 
to win. 

“I thought it was a well-played, 
physical game,” Hen Hud Coach 
Jordan Hirsch said. “It's a great 
rivalry and I think both teams love 
playing in that environment twice 

a year. As I have felt in every 
game we've been in, our guys 
played as hard as they possible 
could. Peekskill forces you to 
make decisions under duress, 
which I thought affected our 
execution and situational 
play at some pivotal points of 
the 32 minutes. 

“Of our nine games so far, 
six have come down to one 
possession,” Hirsch added, 
“and we have come out of 
each one, win or lose, with a 
deeper understanding of who 
we are and what our identity 
is. I expect the same will 
come from this game.”

Hirsch also suspect the 
Sailors will learn more about 
themselves after Saturday’s 
47-44 loss to host Tappan 
Zee, in which Hen Hud 
squandered a 27-18 halftime 
lead. Still, if nothing else, 
these two losses should 
prove the Sailors can hang with 
anyone in the section and Class 
A hoops could provide a wild 
ride in early March.

The County Center-starved 
Sailors are, perhaps, one of the 
hungriest outfits in Section 1 
to return, having been denied 
entry since 1991. Every Sailor 
since has been forced to buy a 
ticket to get in, and the Dylan 

Fraser-led Sailors are back in the hunt 
after losing in the quarterfinals last year in 
a last-second loss to Byram Hills.

Getting there won’t be easy with Class 
AA semifinalists and sneaky-good 
Saunders (8-3) down in Class A this 
season, and an upstart Rye (9-2) outfit 
in the mix, along with 
enigmatic SOMERS (7-4), 
which has as many athletes 
as any team in Class A and 
relies on depth, grit and 
defense. Even Ardsley (11-
4) could prove worthy, and 
WALTER PANAS (6-6) on 
its best day.

“I'm very happy with their 
progression,” Somers Coach 
Chris DiCintio said. “They 
seem very focused at practice 
now and I truly believe they 
have turned the corner with 
their basketball play.  I also 
believe they have moved 
on from their tremendous 
accomplishments with their 
fall sports and are focused 
on trying to make some 
history with basketball 
now.”

Somers boys’ basketball 

has not won a league championship in 
27 years (1989), and may not do so again 
this season if the Tuskers play shabby 
defense like they did at times in 54-51 
loss to Clarkstown North last Friday 
in the opening round of the Yorktown 
tournament. Tusker Lorenzo Bicknese 
led Somers with 21 points while big Nick 
Gargiulo had nine points in the paint.

Somers also saw G Matt Pires and 
swingman Bicknese each score 17 points 
in a 63-53 league win over John Jay CR. 
Pires’ numbers were a career-high for the 
stud football play, who was named NYS 
co-Player of the Year earlier that day. 
That honor is about as big an distinction 
as any football player in the Northern 
Westchester/Putnam region has ever 
received.
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Peekskill Making Gains in Wins Over Hen Hud, Mahopac

THE SHRUB OAK ATHLETIC CLUB
SOFTBALL/BASEBALL:

Softball Ages 5-16 Years Old $140 
Baseball Ages 5-17 Years Old $140
Girls Volleyball: Grades 3-12 $110

Registration: COPPER BEECH MIDDLE SCHOOL CAFETERIA
Saturday, January 21st 9am-2pm
Tuesday, January 24th 7pm-9pm

Saturday, January 28th 9am-12pm
If January 21st or 28th cancelled because of snow

Makeup will be Saturday Feb. 4th 9am-12pm
For More Information Call: 914-962-7099 (Leave Message) or

ShrubOakAC.org
Panas G Stephan Reyes and Yorktown G Tom Weaver square off  
prior to Reyes sinking game-winning shot in Yorktown tourney 
opening round.
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Somers C Nick Gargiulo powers for two of  his nine points in loss to 
Clarkstown North in Yorktown tourney last Friday.

CLASS AA
MAHOPAC’s Andrew Ryan has been 

feeling it of late. The senior guard drilled 
a buzzer-beating shot last Wednesday 
to give the struggling Indians (3-10) a 
54-53 league win over John Jay EF; this, 
after torching John Jay CR for 18 points 
in the Putnam Challenge on January 8th. 
Ryan finished with a game-high 20 points 
against the Patriots and finally figured out 
how to beat the double-teams he’s been 
facing much of the season. But the bad 
outweighed the good at Mahopac when it 

dropped the last two games 
to in blowout style, falling 
hard to Arlington (68-39) 
and Peekskill (73-50). Shion 
Darby had 21 points for 
Peekskill and Redd had 18 
while Ryan led the Indians 
with 12.

YORKTOWN didn’t 
quite get the fanfare nor 
the results the Huskers (7-
3) were hoping for in the 
20th annual George Budries 
Yorktown Tournament 
last weekend. ‘The Crop’, 
Yorktown’s infamous fan 
base, was barren, and studly 
F Tanner Dyslin was nursing 
an ankle injury, when the 
Huskers fell prey to PANAS 
in a 56-55 Yorktown setback 
in Friday’s opening round.

Panas G Stephan Reyes 
hit a 3-pointer at the buzzer 
to win it for the streaky 
Panthers (6-6), who won’t 
be an easy out for any Class 
A contender. G Brandon 
Hodge led the Panthers with 
23 points, four assists and 
two steals while Brandon 
Ramos may have had his 
best game of the season (21 

points, 8 rebounds). 
“I’m very proud of my team 

for battling the whole night,” 
Panas Coach Shawn Sullivan 
said. “Every time Yorktown 
went ahead, we battled back 
and finally found a way to win. 
Hopefully, this win will be a 
turning point in the season.”

Husker James Lundberg (18 
points) had his finest game yet 
and F Kyle Casey added eight 
points, 14 rebounds and four 
blocks for the Huskers, losers of 
three-straight games, including 
Horace Greeley (7-6), and Class 
A Panas and Pearl River (4-6).

CARMEL (5-7) has lost three 
of the last four and needs to get 
going before the rematch with 
Mahopac on Monday, Jan.30th. 
The Rams need to stockpile 
wins in order to improve what 
is currently a No.14 seed for the 
playoffs, which would put them 
on the road in New Rochelle, 
which isn’t exactly where anyone 

wants to open up… 
CLASS B/C

CROTON is apparently for real. 
Sometimes, it takes a tough loss to get folks 
to recognize, but Coach Ben Martucci’s 
Tigers (7-3) did just that in a 57-56 loss to 
one-beaten Briarcliff (7-1) last Wednesday 
when Bear hotshot Jack Ryan put back a 
miss with three seconds left.

“The overall team effort was tremendous 
in this game, and we showed how 
much we've grown together as a group,” 

Martucci said after senior 
point guard Charlie 
Goldberg (15 points, 
4 assists, 5 rebounds), 
Rory Parker (18 points, 
5 rebounds, 1 assist) and 
fresh freshman Sean 
Macarchuk (career-high 
18 points including five 
3’s in the 2nd half) did all 
they could in the loss to 
the Bears. “The execution 
wasn't there for us down 
the stretch.  Briarcliff is 
a very talented, deep, 
experienced, and well 
coached team with great 
size. They are No.1 and 
the reigning champs 
in Class B for good 
reason. Hats off to them. 
Unfortunately, we had 
two costly turnovers at 
inopportune times, and 
missed nine free throws. 
In a one-point game, that 
can make a difference. 
We'll learn a ton from this 
experience, and move 
on.”

Similarly, PUTNAM 
VALLEY (3-8) played 
very well in a tough 
loss, falling 67-59 at 
Woodlands, a premier Class B program. 
Up next for the Tigers is a highly-
anticipated game with HALDANE (5-5) 
on Thursday the 19th. The League III-E 
title is starting to look like it might be 
out of the grasps of both Put Valley and 
Haldane as North Salem (8-1), which 
looks like a Class C favorite, has the upper 
hand and what looks like the best team in 
the league and Class C right now…
PUTNAM/NWE FAB FIVE HOOPS POLL

No.1 PEEKSKILL – Class A Red Devils 
have earned the right to be No.1 after 
knocking off Hen Hud, and with Yorktown 
slumping things had to change. Let’s see if 
the Red Devs can sustain this momentum 
at the 1st annual Lou Panznaro Jr. 
Basketball Tournament Thursday against 
Woodlands.

No.2 HEN HUD – Class A Sailors are 
probably chomping at the bit for another 
go at Peekskill when the league title might 
be up for grabs on Feb.1. 

No.3 YORKTOWN – Class AA Huskers 
are in trouble is Dyslin’s ankle doesn’t heel 
up, which we suspect it will.

No.4 SOMERS – Class A Tuskers need 
a consistent scorer beyond Bicknese to 
reach the next level.

No.5 PANAS – Class A Panthers 
will need to find some consistency and 
determine an identity down the stretch. 
With 7 games left, we see an avenue for 
a 5-2 finish, maybe better, if the real 
Panthers stick and stay.

HM CROTON – Class B Tigers would 
be a 4-seed in Class B if tourney started 
today, which gives them a couple of home 
playoff games if they can hold firm.

Yorktown G Sol Barer is checked by Panas G David Reynoso in 
Panthers’ win over Huskers last Friday. Before hitting game-winning shot, Panas G Stephan Reyes guards 

Yorktown G Marc Spinelli in Panthers’ win over Huskers.

Somers junior G Lorenzo Bicknese hits the lane for two points 
in loss to Clarkstown North.

Yorktown F Joe Sgobbo goes up for two against Panas 
defender Peter Andersen in Panthers’ win over Huskers last 
Friday.

Somers G Matt Pires is met with resistance in Tuskers’ 
loss to Clarkstown North Friday.
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9er Baseball & Sports Performance Opens in SomersBack & Better, Borsari Leads Brewster in Win over Lakeland
By Ray Gallagher

If you’re a local baseball/softball player 
of any age, your Christmas/New Year’s 
wish list might have included a new 

Easton Mako Beast 
or a Wilson A2000 
glove, but if those 
things didn’t show 
up under the tree 
or weren’t among 
your Hanukah 
gifts, we may have 
a fallback plan 
that can still get 
you ready for the 
upcoming spring 
season.

How about 
a joint where 
your baseball/
softball swings 
were mechanically 
measured and 

your timing was accurately depicted in a 
manner the region is yet to experience. 
Too good to be true, right? Well, up until 
January of 2017, this type of virtual reality 
did not exist for baseball players in and 
about the Northern Westchester/Putnam 
County region. 

But Mahopac’s Teddy Lawrence, a 
former MLB draft choice of the Detroit 
Tigers, and his son, Brooks, plus Putnam 
Valley’s Joe Kesselmark (an LA Dodgers 
draft pick) and Pat Ahearne (a former 
Detroit Tigers pitcher) took baseball 
technology to the next level at their new 
simulated sandlot in Somers, NY, in the 
Somers Sports Arena at 245 Route 100 
(right by Froggy’s Deli). 

HitTrax - the world’s first ‘Batting 
Simulator’ – will be presented to the area 
at the new hot spot and training facility: 
9er Baseball & Sports Performance. 
The facility will cater to the hitting 
whims of every baseball/softball player 
throughout the region. In addition to 
the HitTrax simulator, Brooks Lawrence 
will offer personal training and fitness 
while a trained and certified baseball 
staff – featuring MLB draftees Teddy 
Lawrence, Kesselmark and Ahearne -- 
refines your stroke, trains pitchers and 
offers competitive opportunities for local 
baseball/softball programs at affordable 
prices. 

The concept behind HitTrax is to “go 
beyond the cage”. While batting cages offer 
a degree of refinement to one’s swing, you 
never know where the ball would go in a 
live session. HitTrax, and the 17-foot high 
batting tunnels, at 9er Baseball is designed 
to show participants where the ball would 
travel, exactly or virtually (using a distance 
boost feature), in major league parks across 
the country. It’s a powerful combination 
of analytics and entertainment that is 
rare among regional indoor facilities, 

but will now be 
featured right 
here in our back 
yards in Northern 
Westchester.

The design offers 
t o u r n a m e n t s , 
home run derby’s 
and leagues, 
whereby local 
teams of all ages – 
from Little League 
to high school and 
college – can train 
individually or 
compete against 
each other in 
closely monitored 
leagues with actual 
stats, trends, 

progressions and league standings. 
In league play: the gaming component 

allows Team A’s pitching staff to ‘Live Pitch’ 
to Team B’s opposing batters, thus creating 
a virtual battle that engages participants 
from the minute they arrive to the minute 
they leave. HitTrax combines technology 
and reality like nothing previously has, 

and local coaches now have access that 
enables them to keep their players sharp 
throughout the long winter months, 
thus getting them prepared for the short 
high school season and long summer 
campaigns.

The concept enhances sportsmanship as 
well: Participants aren’t just waiting their 
turn in the cage; they’re openly rooting for 
their teammates to mash while opponents 
await their turn to strategize a winning 
formula. With HitTrax, players are further 
engaged, and in-depth performance 
reports are quickly generated for coaches 
to assess and pinpoint improvement. 
Trainees receive instant feedback on 
their strengths and weaknesses. (HitTrax 
StatsCenter is a private online portal that 
puts HitTrax data at the fingertips of the 
player, coach and facility administrators).

9er Baseball intends to help players 
improve upon those weaknesses, too, 
implementing a staff of coaches and 
trainers designed to measure players’ 
kinetics and take them to the next level by 
determining: Exit Ball Velocity; Distance 
of Hit; Launch Angle/Elevation; Batting 
Average; Hard Hit Average; % of Line 
Drives/Fly Balls/Ground Balls; SLG and 
OPS; Spray Charts; Strike Zone Analysis 
and Performance Trends.

On the other side, pitching coaches like 
Ahearne will determine: Pitch Velocity; 
Late Break Measurement; Pitch Location; 
% Strikes; % of Line Drives/Fly Balls/
Ground Balls; Spray Charts; Batting 
Average Against; Analysis by Pitch Type; 
Strike Zone Analysis and Performance 
Trends.

“We are all things baseball,” Teddy 
Lawrence said, “from performance 
enhancement to sportsmanship. We have 
three former pro ballplayers on staff, 
which is unquestionably to our advantage 
and to the players we are training and 
developing. We want the best for all of 
them and for baseball in this region, but 
it’s more than just baseball. We have Sport 
Performance Coaches who are ‘Bigger, 
Faster, Stronger, Certified Coaches’ and 
each has played sports at the college level.”

The facility, which is available for 
booking all day on Wednesdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays, and after 1:00 p.m. on 
Sundays, features four hitting tunnels 
(three that go 65-foot in length, 17 feet 

high, 12 feet wide; another 40-footer x 15’ 
wide x 17’ high tunnel.) with observation 
decks for coaches and onlookers and also 
includes a full kitchen for youth parties. 
It also contains a state-of-the-art weight 
room, a sauna and in ice bath. 

Email for info at info@9erbasellny.com 
or call 914-276-5035 or just stop by for a 
tour of the facility when open. Visit them 
at www.9erbaseballny.com.

9er Baseball Offers Winter 
Clinic: Feb 20-23

Ages 7 to 16 (Groups will be divided by 
age and ability)

Full Day 9am to 2pm ($290); Half Day 
9 am to noon ($180)

Players will be coached by former 
LA Dodger Outfielder Joe Kesselmark 
and former Detroit Tiger Pitcher Pat 
Ahearne. The clinic will consist of 
fielding, hitting, and pitching skill work 
and development. Players will also be 
taught proper strength (body weight 
exercises and/or light dumbbells, full 
baseball strength techniques for 15’s 
and 16’s) and speed training techniques 
relative to age and physical development 
by certified strength and speed coach 
Brooks Lawrence.

Following individual skill/position 
practice, participants will then play 
fielding and hitting games to finish out the 
day. Players will also have the opportunity 
to be evaluated by the HitTrax System. 
Swing path, bat speed, ball exit speed, etc.
There are also pitching features as well: 
pitch movement, mph, and location in 
strike zone. (see: www.hittraxbaseball.
com for more information.)

Lunch: each player should bring their 
own lunch and drinks.

Equipment: Gloves, (helmet and bat 
if you have one, but not necessary) and 
catchers gear so catchers can work on 
their skills.

Clothes: Baseball Pants, rubber molded 
cleats (no metal) or sneakers. Short and 
long sleeve shirts.

Please email for info at 
info@9erbasellny.com or call 914-
276-5035 for more information and 
booking. www.9erbaseballny.com or all 
Joe Kesselmark (914-522-9167) or Ted 
Lawrence (914- 656-0271.

After 9er Baseball co-owner Joe Kesselmark got in 
some whacks on the HitTrax simulator, he takes in 
a training session on its use.

Binghamton University 
pitcher Cal Lawrence 
gets in some work at the 
new 9er Baseball and 
Sports Performance 
facility in Somers.

9er trainer Brooks 
Lawrence hones his 
swing on HitTrax 
simulator.
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By Tony Pinciaro
Julia Borsari was looking forward to 

playing basketball her senior year more 
than one can imagine.

The Brewster senior had a forgettable 
junior year between a torn deltoid in her 
ankle, then a bout with mononucleosis 
and an enlarged spleen, which resulted 
in a hospital stay. All of this amounted to 
Borsari playing in Brewster’s final game 
of the 2015-16 season, a quarterfinal 
loss to Rye in the Section 1 Class A Girls 
Basketball Championship.

“It was one of the hardest things I’ve 
ever had to experience,” Borsari said. 
“Having to be out of my favorite sport 
was very hard, but my teammates were so 
supportive. They came to visit me in the 
hospital. They helped me get through it 
and still made me a part of the team.”

Borsari is back, and healthy, and 
nobody is happier than Brewster coach 
Mike Castaldo.

“Having Julia back this season for one 
last season is like having another coach 
on the floor during practice and games,” 
Castlado said. “She is a four-year starter, 
two-year captain and the backbone of our 
team. Julia is what every varsity athlete 
should be. She never misses practices, 
plays when she is injured or sick, and 
always does the right thing on and off the 
court.”

Borsari was instrumental in Brewster’s 
two wins for the week – 68-33 over 
Lakeland and 48-37 over John Jay-Cross 
River. Brewster is 7-6 overall this season 
and 3-1 in league play.

Borsari had a game-high 19 points 
and 10 rebounds against Lakeland and 
16 points, nine rebounds and five assists 

against John Jay.
While Borsari, Brewster’s lone senior, 

leads the team in scoring and rebounding, 
it is her presence that has enabled her 
teammates to thrive.

“Julia is an irreplaceable kid and I can't 
describe how greatly the team will miss 
her,” Castlado said. “The younger girls 
really look up to her and are starting to 
follow in her lead. The team is headed in 
the right direction this year and I'm really 
excited for what we can accomplish and 
Julia is a huge reason behind all that. I 
hope we continue to play well so that can 
make a run at the county center. Class A 
is wide open this year and with someone 
like Julia we have just as good of a shot as 
any team.”

Even though many of Borsari’s close 
friends from last year’s team graduated, 
she is enjoying this young group.

“This is just as much of a family as 
other teams I’ve played on and I’m having 
a ton of fun on and off the court,” Borsari 
said. “Everyone on this team has so much 
potential and everyone has stepped up 
and made my season fun.

“Coach told us at beginning of year 
how he believed in us and how open the 
section is this year. The turning point was 
against Tappan Zee when we saw it all 
finally clicking. It showed us how good we 

can be as a team.”
Borsari received an assist 

from one of her young 
teammates as Maggie 
DePaoli had 19 points and 
six assists against Lakeland. 
In the triumph over John 
Jay, DePaoli scored 15 
points and handed out four 
assists and Jess Miele had 
eight points, nine rebounds 
and two blocked shots.

HENDRICK HUDSON 
continued its excellent 
season with a 3-0 week with 
victories over Yorktown, 
48-39, and perennial Class 
A powers and sectional 
champions, Pearl River (44-
38) and Peekskill (51-39). 

The Sailors are now 9-2 
this season.

Hen Hud’s defense was 
the story in the win over 
Yorktown as the Sailors 
limited the Cornhuskers to 
four points in the second 
quarter. As a result, Hen 
Hud led 29-14 at the half.

Caitlyn Weimar led the 
way with 15 points and 13 
rebounds and Maria Scalf 
contributed 14 points. 
Jaelynn Smith added 10 
points, six steals and five 
assists.

Hen Hud dialed up the 
defensive intensity in the first quarter, 
holding Pearl River to one point.

The Sailors closed out the week with 
a fourth-quarter surge, outscoring 
Peekskill, 17-7 to overtake the Red Devils.

Smith finished with 17 points, eight 
assists and seven steals and Scalf chipped 
in 15 points. Weimar had a team-high 11 
rebounds and Jackie Raguso added eight 
boards.

OSSINING improved to 9-2 with an 
83-63 victory over North Rockland as 
Audra Espinoza-Hunter erupted for a 
season-high 53 points. It was her third 
consecutive 50-plus-point game and 
fourth of the season. Espinoza-Hunter 
also has a 49-point game.

Kelsey Quain scored 12 points, Kialah 
Harris added 11 points and Helen Ishmael 
had a team-high eight rebounds.

Mahopac swept Dutchess-County 
rivals John Jay-East Fishkill, 40-29, and 
Arlington, 70-56.

MAHOPAC used a 14-4 third-quarter 
advantage to take control of the game 
against John Jay EF. Zina McInerney led 
Mahopac with 11 points and Claire Felix 
finished with nine.

The Indians held a three-point lead 
after three quarters against Arlington 
before taking command in the fourth. 

Felix led the way with a game-high 23 
points. Amanda Geyer and Alison Reilly 
each had 12 points.

“A strong third quarter allowed us 
to open up our lead against John Jay,” 
Mahopac coach Chuck Scozzafava said. 
“I felt defensively, we played pretty well. 
Offensively we were inconsistent but 
made plays when we needed to. 

“In the fourth quarter we put distance 
between us and Arlington. The key to the 
win was a combination of good offensive 
execution and defensive pressure, as well 
as converting turnovers in points.”

PANAS went 1 for 1 with a 67-34 win 
over North Salem as Melissa Keefe led the 
Panthers with 15 points. 

“We were able to control the paint and 
scored around the basket consistently,” 
Panas coach Matt Evangelista said. 
“Carlyn (Mucci) and Julia (Araujo) also 
did a great job defending Grace Curran.”

Danielle Merante added 12 points and 
Mucci finished with 10 points and five 
steals.

CARMEL had a busy week, splitting 
four games. The Rams defeated Blind 
Brook, 63-55, and John Jay-East Fishkill, 
39-32, but R.C. Ketcham, 60-31, and Pearl 
River, 50-34, got the best of them.

Khadijah Johnson had 17 points to 
highlight five Rams in double figures 
against Blind Brook. Maria Mazzamuto 
had 14 points, Kate Crawford and Emily 
Schidrick had 11 points apiece and Alex 
Barry netted 10.

“It was our best offensive game this 
season with five players in double figures,” 
Carmel coach Dan O’Hare said. “We 
also had 17 assists on 20 made shots 
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Lakeland’s Val Potenza is met by Brewster’s Julia Borsari in Hornets’ 
loss to host Bears last Wednesday.

Brewster’s Taylor Riccardi goes up for easy two in 
Bears’ win over visiting Lakeland last Wednesday.

Brewster’s Maggie DePaoli goes up for two of  her 
19 points in Bears’ romp over visiting Lakeland last 
Wednesday.

which shows great ball distribution and 
teamwork.”

Barry went for 16 points and seven 
rebounds against John Jay and Johnson 
added 10 points.

“It was a very solid defensive 
performance by the girls,” O’Hare 
said.  “For the first time the season, we 
were able to come out in the first quarter 
and build a lead (18-12) and maintain it 

for the duration of the game.”
Schidrick scored a career-best and 

team-leading 14 points against Pearl River.
After opening the week with a 48-39 

loss to Hen Hud, YORKTOWN bounced 
back to defeat Horace Greeley, 61-39, and 
Nanuet, 59-33. The latter came in the first 
round of the 20th annual George Budries 
Memorial Tournament. Yorktown will 
have played Mount Vernon in the title 

game, Monday.
Kat Severino was the leading scorer 

for Yorktown in the three games. She 
finished with 13 points against Hen Hud, 
had a game-high 16 against Greeley and 
also finished with a game-best 21 against 
Nanuet.

Senior Alyssa Francese added 11 points 
against Hen Hud, 12 against Greeley, as 
did Emily Nigro, and 18 against Nanuet.

HALDANE swept two games – 32-31 
over Beacon and a 44-29 triumph over 
Pleasantville.

“We’re our playing ok basketball right 
now,” Haldane coach Tyrone Searight said. 
“We need too clean up some things before 
we enter the sectional run and I truly 
believe we will be fine. We’re 9-2, which 
this time is a good thing and a confidence-
builder for us.”
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9er Baseball & Sports Performance Opens in SomersBack & Better, Borsari Leads Brewster in Win over Lakeland
By Ray Gallagher

If you’re a local baseball/softball player 
of any age, your Christmas/New Year’s 
wish list might have included a new 

Easton Mako Beast 
or a Wilson A2000 
glove, but if those 
things didn’t show 
up under the tree 
or weren’t among 
your Hanukah 
gifts, we may have 
a fallback plan 
that can still get 
you ready for the 
upcoming spring 
season.

How about 
a joint where 
your baseball/
softball swings 
were mechanically 
measured and 

your timing was accurately depicted in a 
manner the region is yet to experience. 
Too good to be true, right? Well, up until 
January of 2017, this type of virtual reality 
did not exist for baseball players in and 
about the Northern Westchester/Putnam 
County region. 

But Mahopac’s Teddy Lawrence, a 
former MLB draft choice of the Detroit 
Tigers, and his son, Brooks, plus Putnam 
Valley’s Joe Kesselmark (an LA Dodgers 
draft pick) and Pat Ahearne (a former 
Detroit Tigers pitcher) took baseball 
technology to the next level at their new 
simulated sandlot in Somers, NY, in the 
Somers Sports Arena at 245 Route 100 
(right by Froggy’s Deli). 

HitTrax - the world’s first ‘Batting 
Simulator’ – will be presented to the area 
at the new hot spot and training facility: 
9er Baseball & Sports Performance. 
The facility will cater to the hitting 
whims of every baseball/softball player 
throughout the region. In addition to 
the HitTrax simulator, Brooks Lawrence 
will offer personal training and fitness 
while a trained and certified baseball 
staff – featuring MLB draftees Teddy 
Lawrence, Kesselmark and Ahearne -- 
refines your stroke, trains pitchers and 
offers competitive opportunities for local 
baseball/softball programs at affordable 
prices. 

The concept behind HitTrax is to “go 
beyond the cage”. While batting cages offer 
a degree of refinement to one’s swing, you 
never know where the ball would go in a 
live session. HitTrax, and the 17-foot high 
batting tunnels, at 9er Baseball is designed 
to show participants where the ball would 
travel, exactly or virtually (using a distance 
boost feature), in major league parks across 
the country. It’s a powerful combination 
of analytics and entertainment that is 
rare among regional indoor facilities, 

but will now be 
featured right 
here in our back 
yards in Northern 
Westchester.

The design offers 
t o u r n a m e n t s , 
home run derby’s 
and leagues, 
whereby local 
teams of all ages – 
from Little League 
to high school and 
college – can train 
individually or 
compete against 
each other in 
closely monitored 
leagues with actual 
stats, trends, 

progressions and league standings. 
In league play: the gaming component 

allows Team A’s pitching staff to ‘Live Pitch’ 
to Team B’s opposing batters, thus creating 
a virtual battle that engages participants 
from the minute they arrive to the minute 
they leave. HitTrax combines technology 
and reality like nothing previously has, 

and local coaches now have access that 
enables them to keep their players sharp 
throughout the long winter months, 
thus getting them prepared for the short 
high school season and long summer 
campaigns.

The concept enhances sportsmanship as 
well: Participants aren’t just waiting their 
turn in the cage; they’re openly rooting for 
their teammates to mash while opponents 
await their turn to strategize a winning 
formula. With HitTrax, players are further 
engaged, and in-depth performance 
reports are quickly generated for coaches 
to assess and pinpoint improvement. 
Trainees receive instant feedback on 
their strengths and weaknesses. (HitTrax 
StatsCenter is a private online portal that 
puts HitTrax data at the fingertips of the 
player, coach and facility administrators).

9er Baseball intends to help players 
improve upon those weaknesses, too, 
implementing a staff of coaches and 
trainers designed to measure players’ 
kinetics and take them to the next level by 
determining: Exit Ball Velocity; Distance 
of Hit; Launch Angle/Elevation; Batting 
Average; Hard Hit Average; % of Line 
Drives/Fly Balls/Ground Balls; SLG and 
OPS; Spray Charts; Strike Zone Analysis 
and Performance Trends.

On the other side, pitching coaches like 
Ahearne will determine: Pitch Velocity; 
Late Break Measurement; Pitch Location; 
% Strikes; % of Line Drives/Fly Balls/
Ground Balls; Spray Charts; Batting 
Average Against; Analysis by Pitch Type; 
Strike Zone Analysis and Performance 
Trends.

“We are all things baseball,” Teddy 
Lawrence said, “from performance 
enhancement to sportsmanship. We have 
three former pro ballplayers on staff, 
which is unquestionably to our advantage 
and to the players we are training and 
developing. We want the best for all of 
them and for baseball in this region, but 
it’s more than just baseball. We have Sport 
Performance Coaches who are ‘Bigger, 
Faster, Stronger, Certified Coaches’ and 
each has played sports at the college level.”

The facility, which is available for 
booking all day on Wednesdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays, and after 1:00 p.m. on 
Sundays, features four hitting tunnels 
(three that go 65-foot in length, 17 feet 

high, 12 feet wide; another 40-footer x 15’ 
wide x 17’ high tunnel.) with observation 
decks for coaches and onlookers and also 
includes a full kitchen for youth parties. 
It also contains a state-of-the-art weight 
room, a sauna and in ice bath. 

Email for info at info@9erbasellny.com 
or call 914-276-5035 or just stop by for a 
tour of the facility when open. Visit them 
at www.9erbaseballny.com.

9er Baseball Offers Winter 
Clinic: Feb 20-23

Ages 7 to 16 (Groups will be divided by 
age and ability)

Full Day 9am to 2pm ($290); Half Day 
9 am to noon ($180)

Players will be coached by former 
LA Dodger Outfielder Joe Kesselmark 
and former Detroit Tiger Pitcher Pat 
Ahearne. The clinic will consist of 
fielding, hitting, and pitching skill work 
and development. Players will also be 
taught proper strength (body weight 
exercises and/or light dumbbells, full 
baseball strength techniques for 15’s 
and 16’s) and speed training techniques 
relative to age and physical development 
by certified strength and speed coach 
Brooks Lawrence.

Following individual skill/position 
practice, participants will then play 
fielding and hitting games to finish out the 
day. Players will also have the opportunity 
to be evaluated by the HitTrax System. 
Swing path, bat speed, ball exit speed, etc.
There are also pitching features as well: 
pitch movement, mph, and location in 
strike zone. (see: www.hittraxbaseball.
com for more information.)

Lunch: each player should bring their 
own lunch and drinks.

Equipment: Gloves, (helmet and bat 
if you have one, but not necessary) and 
catchers gear so catchers can work on 
their skills.

Clothes: Baseball Pants, rubber molded 
cleats (no metal) or sneakers. Short and 
long sleeve shirts.

Please email for info at 
info@9erbasellny.com or call 914-
276-5035 for more information and 
booking. www.9erbaseballny.com or all 
Joe Kesselmark (914-522-9167) or Ted 
Lawrence (914- 656-0271.

After 9er Baseball co-owner Joe Kesselmark got in 
some whacks on the HitTrax simulator, he takes in 
a training session on its use.

Binghamton University 
pitcher Cal Lawrence 
gets in some work at the 
new 9er Baseball and 
Sports Performance 
facility in Somers.

9er trainer Brooks 
Lawrence hones his 
swing on HitTrax 
simulator.
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By Tony Pinciaro
Julia Borsari was looking forward to 

playing basketball her senior year more 
than one can imagine.

The Brewster senior had a forgettable 
junior year between a torn deltoid in her 
ankle, then a bout with mononucleosis 
and an enlarged spleen, which resulted 
in a hospital stay. All of this amounted to 
Borsari playing in Brewster’s final game 
of the 2015-16 season, a quarterfinal 
loss to Rye in the Section 1 Class A Girls 
Basketball Championship.

“It was one of the hardest things I’ve 
ever had to experience,” Borsari said. 
“Having to be out of my favorite sport 
was very hard, but my teammates were so 
supportive. They came to visit me in the 
hospital. They helped me get through it 
and still made me a part of the team.”

Borsari is back, and healthy, and 
nobody is happier than Brewster coach 
Mike Castaldo.

“Having Julia back this season for one 
last season is like having another coach 
on the floor during practice and games,” 
Castlado said. “She is a four-year starter, 
two-year captain and the backbone of our 
team. Julia is what every varsity athlete 
should be. She never misses practices, 
plays when she is injured or sick, and 
always does the right thing on and off the 
court.”

Borsari was instrumental in Brewster’s 
two wins for the week – 68-33 over 
Lakeland and 48-37 over John Jay-Cross 
River. Brewster is 7-6 overall this season 
and 3-1 in league play.

Borsari had a game-high 19 points 
and 10 rebounds against Lakeland and 
16 points, nine rebounds and five assists 

against John Jay.
While Borsari, Brewster’s lone senior, 

leads the team in scoring and rebounding, 
it is her presence that has enabled her 
teammates to thrive.

“Julia is an irreplaceable kid and I can't 
describe how greatly the team will miss 
her,” Castlado said. “The younger girls 
really look up to her and are starting to 
follow in her lead. The team is headed in 
the right direction this year and I'm really 
excited for what we can accomplish and 
Julia is a huge reason behind all that. I 
hope we continue to play well so that can 
make a run at the county center. Class A 
is wide open this year and with someone 
like Julia we have just as good of a shot as 
any team.”

Even though many of Borsari’s close 
friends from last year’s team graduated, 
she is enjoying this young group.

“This is just as much of a family as 
other teams I’ve played on and I’m having 
a ton of fun on and off the court,” Borsari 
said. “Everyone on this team has so much 
potential and everyone has stepped up 
and made my season fun.

“Coach told us at beginning of year 
how he believed in us and how open the 
section is this year. The turning point was 
against Tappan Zee when we saw it all 
finally clicking. It showed us how good we 

can be as a team.”
Borsari received an assist 

from one of her young 
teammates as Maggie 
DePaoli had 19 points and 
six assists against Lakeland. 
In the triumph over John 
Jay, DePaoli scored 15 
points and handed out four 
assists and Jess Miele had 
eight points, nine rebounds 
and two blocked shots.

HENDRICK HUDSON 
continued its excellent 
season with a 3-0 week with 
victories over Yorktown, 
48-39, and perennial Class 
A powers and sectional 
champions, Pearl River (44-
38) and Peekskill (51-39). 

The Sailors are now 9-2 
this season.

Hen Hud’s defense was 
the story in the win over 
Yorktown as the Sailors 
limited the Cornhuskers to 
four points in the second 
quarter. As a result, Hen 
Hud led 29-14 at the half.

Caitlyn Weimar led the 
way with 15 points and 13 
rebounds and Maria Scalf 
contributed 14 points. 
Jaelynn Smith added 10 
points, six steals and five 
assists.

Hen Hud dialed up the 
defensive intensity in the first quarter, 
holding Pearl River to one point.

The Sailors closed out the week with 
a fourth-quarter surge, outscoring 
Peekskill, 17-7 to overtake the Red Devils.

Smith finished with 17 points, eight 
assists and seven steals and Scalf chipped 
in 15 points. Weimar had a team-high 11 
rebounds and Jackie Raguso added eight 
boards.

OSSINING improved to 9-2 with an 
83-63 victory over North Rockland as 
Audra Espinoza-Hunter erupted for a 
season-high 53 points. It was her third 
consecutive 50-plus-point game and 
fourth of the season. Espinoza-Hunter 
also has a 49-point game.

Kelsey Quain scored 12 points, Kialah 
Harris added 11 points and Helen Ishmael 
had a team-high eight rebounds.

Mahopac swept Dutchess-County 
rivals John Jay-East Fishkill, 40-29, and 
Arlington, 70-56.

MAHOPAC used a 14-4 third-quarter 
advantage to take control of the game 
against John Jay EF. Zina McInerney led 
Mahopac with 11 points and Claire Felix 
finished with nine.

The Indians held a three-point lead 
after three quarters against Arlington 
before taking command in the fourth. 

Felix led the way with a game-high 23 
points. Amanda Geyer and Alison Reilly 
each had 12 points.

“A strong third quarter allowed us 
to open up our lead against John Jay,” 
Mahopac coach Chuck Scozzafava said. 
“I felt defensively, we played pretty well. 
Offensively we were inconsistent but 
made plays when we needed to. 

“In the fourth quarter we put distance 
between us and Arlington. The key to the 
win was a combination of good offensive 
execution and defensive pressure, as well 
as converting turnovers in points.”

PANAS went 1 for 1 with a 67-34 win 
over North Salem as Melissa Keefe led the 
Panthers with 15 points. 

“We were able to control the paint and 
scored around the basket consistently,” 
Panas coach Matt Evangelista said. 
“Carlyn (Mucci) and Julia (Araujo) also 
did a great job defending Grace Curran.”

Danielle Merante added 12 points and 
Mucci finished with 10 points and five 
steals.

CARMEL had a busy week, splitting 
four games. The Rams defeated Blind 
Brook, 63-55, and John Jay-East Fishkill, 
39-32, but R.C. Ketcham, 60-31, and Pearl 
River, 50-34, got the best of them.

Khadijah Johnson had 17 points to 
highlight five Rams in double figures 
against Blind Brook. Maria Mazzamuto 
had 14 points, Kate Crawford and Emily 
Schidrick had 11 points apiece and Alex 
Barry netted 10.

“It was our best offensive game this 
season with five players in double figures,” 
Carmel coach Dan O’Hare said. “We 
also had 17 assists on 20 made shots 
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Lakeland’s Val Potenza is met by Brewster’s Julia Borsari in Hornets’ 
loss to host Bears last Wednesday.

Brewster’s Taylor Riccardi goes up for easy two in 
Bears’ win over visiting Lakeland last Wednesday.

Brewster’s Maggie DePaoli goes up for two of  her 
19 points in Bears’ romp over visiting Lakeland last 
Wednesday.

which shows great ball distribution and 
teamwork.”

Barry went for 16 points and seven 
rebounds against John Jay and Johnson 
added 10 points.

“It was a very solid defensive 
performance by the girls,” O’Hare 
said.  “For the first time the season, we 
were able to come out in the first quarter 
and build a lead (18-12) and maintain it 

for the duration of the game.”
Schidrick scored a career-best and 

team-leading 14 points against Pearl River.
After opening the week with a 48-39 

loss to Hen Hud, YORKTOWN bounced 
back to defeat Horace Greeley, 61-39, and 
Nanuet, 59-33. The latter came in the first 
round of the 20th annual George Budries 
Memorial Tournament. Yorktown will 
have played Mount Vernon in the title 

game, Monday.
Kat Severino was the leading scorer 

for Yorktown in the three games. She 
finished with 13 points against Hen Hud, 
had a game-high 16 against Greeley and 
also finished with a game-best 21 against 
Nanuet.

Senior Alyssa Francese added 11 points 
against Hen Hud, 12 against Greeley, as 
did Emily Nigro, and 18 against Nanuet.

HALDANE swept two games – 32-31 
over Beacon and a 44-29 triumph over 
Pleasantville.

“We’re our playing ok basketball right 
now,” Haldane coach Tyrone Searight said. 
“We need too clean up some things before 
we enter the sectional run and I truly 
believe we will be fine. We’re 9-2, which 
this time is a good thing and a confidence-
builder for us.”
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Brewster senior F Julia Borsari (L) had her way against visiting Lakeland’s Kelsey Walsh and the Hornets in the Bears’ surprisingly dominant 68-33 win last Wednesday when Borsari and teammate Maggie DePaoli 
each dropped 19 points for the surging Bears (7-6) against a quality Lakeland (7-3) outfit... see Girls’ Hoops Notebook
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Julia 
Styles!

Brewster 
Forward 
Crushes 
in 68-33 
Win over 
Lakeland


