
By David Propper
Stressing that a better Brewster means 

a better Putnam County, village Mayor 
James Schoenig, trustees, several county 
officials and developers unveiled the 
details of a transit oriented development 
project set to transform the village. 

With the help of a $2 million New 
York State grant, the village is ready to 
build Brewster back up starting with the 
area near the train station on Main Street 
and extending out from there. With an 
emphasis on drawing younger folks and 
using public transportation, Schoenig said 
this phase is the first of five for a complete 
overhaul of the village that would bring in 
new businesses and apartment complexes. 

County Executive MaryEllen Odell 
stressed this is the first time the county 
could boast it’s been acknowledged by 
the state for being a community that cares 

about economic development. Odell said 
the project would hopefully be a draw to 
people in their 20’s to live and “change the 
dynamics of the population.” She argued 
recruiting and retaining millennials was 
important for the county. 

“It’s such a monumental milestone for 
all of us,” Odell said. 

Schoenig said the project occurring in 
Brewster is one the county has never seen 
before. The plans for the revitalization 
began five years ago, Schoenig said, when 
he and village clerk Peter Hansen had a 
conversation about the direction of the 
village after Garden Street School closed. 
The village reached out to the organization 
Hudson Valley Pattern for Progress where 
the idea of transit oriented development 
came up, Schoenig said. 
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By David Propper
The Putnam County Legislature is 

starting out the New Year in search of new 
legislative counsel after the lawmaking 
body dumped now-former counsel 
Clement Van Ross. 

In an 8-1 vote during the legislature’s 
organizational meeting, legislators 
voted to rescind a 2015 resolution that 
appointed Van Ross to a three-year term 
that would have ended at the conclusion 
of this year. Van Ross has been with the 
county since the mid-1980s and has been 
a practicing attorney for more than 40 
years. The Putnam Valley resident has 
been active in his town’s GOP committee 
for years, being its chairman at one point. 

Near the end of the meeting, legislators 
went into executive session behind closed 

By David Propper
Spanning over four decades, Clement 

Van Ross has made legal determinations 
for the Putnam County Legislature. 
Now, the ousted legislative counsel is 
determining whether to sue the county 
and potentially run against a legislator up 
for election this year.

In an interview with The Putnam 
Examiner a day after the county 
Legislature removed him from his job, 
Van Ross said “it’s not out of the question” 
when asked if he might bring legal action 
against the county. During the county 
Legislature’s organizational meeting last 
week, lawmakers in an 8-1 vote removed 
Van Ross from his position. A 2015 
resolution that gave Van Ross a three-year 
appointment was rescinded, effectively 

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
The seat usually occupied by former legislative 
attorney Clement Van Ross was left empty last 
Tuesday and will soon be filled with a new counsel.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Clement Van Ross is now the former legislative 
counsel after an 8-1 vote ousted him last Tuesday. continued on page 4continued on page 2
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ending his run with the county.
But Van Ross explained a resolution 

does have meaning, including his 
appointment that would have ended 
on Dec. 31, 2017, and it’s “sort of like a 
contract” when explaining his reasoning 
for considering litigation. 

Van Ross, usually soft spoken during 
meetings, had plenty to say about the 
legislature’s decision to drop him.

Van Ross said lawmakers didn’t care 
about the legislative staff that he’s worked 
with and has come to rely on him for legal 
assistance. He’s been legislative counsel 
since 1984 except for a short stint when 
Democrats took over the legislature and 
he was temporarily replaced. 

Van Ross said he was told after the 
end of the year meeting on Dec. 22 that 
the legislature was going in a different 
direction next year and that he should 
submit a resignation letter before the 
agenda for the organizational meeting 
was posted. He never put in that 
resignation letter, but took all of his 
personal belongings from the legislative 
office last Tuesday. 

Van Ross believes he was removed 
because some of the lawmakers didn’t 
like his legal opinions, including 
determinations about Open Meetings 
Law and Freedom of Information Laws. 

Van Ross said he wants lawmakers to 
individually face him to explain why they 
didn’t want him to complete the final year 
of his three-year appointment. 

“Most of them hid behind a curtain and 
let the chairwoman and vice-chairman 
talk, relay the message” Van Ross said. 
“Which is unacceptable to me.”

Van Ross even questioned whether the 
vote they took Tuesday night was kosher 
because the motion made about his 
appointment was not on the agenda prior 
to the meeting. 

“They got a resolution, put it on the 
agenda,” Van Ross said. 

Legislature Chairwoman Ginny 
Nacerino reserved comment about any 
pending litigation and any reasons Van 
Ross suggested that led to his removal. 
She said the item that wasn’t on the agenda 
about Van Ross is subject to exemption 
under the Open Meetings Law and was 
identified in a legally permissive manner. 

“It is the prerogative of the Legislature 
to select their Legislative Counsel,” 
Nacerino stated. “With an 8 - 1 vote, we 
were clearly decisive in our resolve to seek 
new direction. We thank Clem Van Ross 
for his many years of service and wish 
him all the best.”

One of the lawmakers that voted to 
remove Van Ross was fellow Putnam 
Valley Republican Bill Gouldman, who 

Van Ross said he’s considering running 
against in this year’s election.  Gouldman’s 
first term expires at the end of this year. 
He could not be reached for comment 
before press time.

The two were both on the town’s 
Republican committee together for a short 
time and both have been the chairman of 
that town committee. 

Van Ross said he knows the inner 
workings of the legislature and its 
responsibilities more than anyone in the 
county. He has served on Putnam Valley’s 
ethics board for a dozen years and has 
lived in the district for more than 70 years. 

“This is in consideration, maybe 
the residents of the town can be better 
served by someone who’s a little more 
independent,” Van Ross said. “It’s 
something that I’m thinking over. It’s very 
tempting and I think the residents of this 
district need a better voice, not one who’s 
going to rubber stamp everything of the 
(county executive) administration.”

PROVIDED PHOTO
Legislator Bill Gouldman might face Van Ross this 
year in a fight for reelection. 
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By David Propper
Leadership on the Putnam County 

Legislature remained unchanged for the 
year 2017 as Ginny Nacerino clinched 
chairmanship for the second year in a 
row with Joe Castellano returning as vice-
chairman.

During the county Legislature’s 
organizational meeting Tuesday night, 
Nacerino and Castellano were voted to 
their respective positions by 8-1 margins 
after serving in the same roles last year. 

Nacerino, in an interview afterward, 
said she was very humbled by the 
appointment and looked forward to 
working with her colleagues for the 
upcoming year. 

“Having respect for one another and 
respect for the public is a very strong point 
I uphold,” Nacerino, a Patterson resident,  
said. “And I feel that our roles as elected 
officials is not always to do the easy thing 
or go down the path of least resistance, 
but to make tough decisions and do the 
right things for the right reasons.”

During the meeting, Castellano, who 
nominated her for chair, called Nacerino 
a “tireless fighter for the taxpayers.” He 
added Nacerino has helped lead the 
lawmaking body through “very difficult 
and trying legislative sessions.” Legislator 
Bill Gouldman seconded the nomination 

and said Nacerino has shown the 
character and qualities to be “true leader.”

Newly elected lawmaker Neal Sullivan 
said Nacerino has a tremendous amount 
of experience and is well qualified. 
Sullivan noted he and Nacerino think 
similarly about “a lot of the same topics.”

Nacerino became the first woman to 
ever serve as legislature chair back-to-
back years. Last year, she became the 
third woman to serve as chair in county 
history after Ethel Forkell (1979) of Kent 
and Mary Conklin (2012) of Patterson. 
Nacerino started her elected career 
off when she was a councilwoman in 
Patterson for seven years and was then 
elected to the legislature in 2012. She 
was previously vice-chairwoman for two 
years. 

Castellano was nominated by Legislator 
Carl Albano for deputy chairman, who 
noted Castellano votes with “common 
sense and fairness.” Seconding the 
nomination was Legislator Barbara 
Scuccimarra, who said Castellano brings 
a lot to the legislature, including a settling 
demeanor even in the midst of heated 
debate. 

 “He’s a great asset to this legislature,” 
Scuccimarra said. 

Castellano, a Brewster resident, was 
elected in 2012 and is in the middle of his 

second term in office. He said he was very 
honored to get the support from most 
legislators.

“I think we’re doing a great job here in 
Putnam County and I’m looking forward 
to 2017,” Castellano said.

The sole lawmaker to vote against 
both Nacerino and Castellano was Dini 
LoBue. Last year, LoBue voted for both 
lawmakers to hold leadership spots, but 
said recent developments prevented her 
from supporting Nacerino. 

“The legislative chair functions as the 

impartial communicator of pertinent 
information to all the legislators including 
myself,” LoBue said. “Chairwoman 
Nacerino by not communicating with me 
personally, but by text, concerning the 
proposed dismissal of legislative counsel 
Clement Van Ross showed herself to 
be incapable of properly exercising her 
duties as chairwoman. And considering 
the critical nature of that decision and its 
implication for future legislative action, I 
voted against her continuation as chair.”

Legislature Leadership Remains Same with Nacerino Chair

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Legislators take their annual photo after their organizational meeting last Tuesday.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Legislator Ginny Nacerino was chosen to lead the county Legislature for another year.
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doors inside the old county courthouse. 
Once they emerged, Chairwoman Ginny 
Nacerino made a motion to rescind “item 
three” from the 2015 organizational 
meeting without further elaboration. The 
resolution to rescind the 2015 approval 
wasn’t on the agenda prior to the meeting 
and only listed as executive session.

Van Ross was not in attendance for the 
meeting, with an empty chair open where 
he would usually sit. 

Afterward, Nacerino explained she and 

most of colleagues wanted to pursue a 
“different path for our legislative counsel 
and resources.” When asked for a specific 
reason for the shake-up, Nacerino 
reiterated, “We just feel a different path 
will improve efficiencies and effectiveness 
moving forward into the future.”

Nacerino and deputy-chairman Joe 
Castellano both spoke with Van Ross 
several weeks ago about the impending 
move. Nacerino described Van Ross as 
congenial about the matter. (Van Ross’ 
reaction to his dismissal is on page 1)

“I have nothing negative to say about 

Mr. Van Ross,” Nacerino said. “He served 
well for many, many years.”

Castellano added Van Ross did a “great 
job” and the legislature is just looking to 
go in a “different direction.”  

The sole dissenter was Legislator Dini 
LoBue, who slammed her colleagues 
for removing Van Ross. In an email, 
LoBue said his abrupt dismissal leaves 
a “vacuum at a critical time when the 
legislature is most in need of his expertise 
and experience.”

She argued his legal determinations 
on the third floor of the county office 

building allowed the public to gain access 
to important documents and information. 

“We are indebted to him for his 
commitment to the Putnam County 
Charter and open and transparent 
government demonstrated by making 
available to the public the Butterfield 
Lease, the Tilly Foster negotiations, and 
the $40,000 settlement with the former 
Commissioner of Health (Allen Beals),” 
LoBue said. 

In their first meeting as county 
lawmakers, newly minted legislators Paul 
Jonke and Neal Sullivan both voted to end 
Van Ross’ run with county government. 
Neither was on board when the original 
resolution was passed and neither worked 
with Van Ross. Jonke after the meeting 
declined comment about his vote and 
Sullivan declined comment later in the 
week. 

At times over the past year, there was 
a sense of tension between Van Ross and 
some of the lawmakers during legislative 
meetings. That tension came to a head in 
mid-September when lawmakers tried 
to pass additional amendments to the 
Butterfield senior center lease in Cold 
Spring during a special meeting, but Van 
Ross made a legal determination that 
helped prevent that action and frustrated 
lawmakers had to wait a couple more 
weeks to make the slight changes.

Nacerino said lawmakers in the rest of 
January will field candidates and interview 
possible replacements for Van Ross. There 
isn’t a concrete timetable when a new 
counsel would be named, Nacerino said, 
adding the county law department would 
work with legislators on daily basis. 

Nacerino hopes to find someone that 
will “work well with the legislature and 
work well for the legislature.”

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Legislators Paul Jonke (left) and Joe Castellano 
voted to remove Van Ross.
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Schoenig showed a conceptual plan of 
what the village could look like, calling 
it a “far cry from what it looks like now.” 
He noted planning board approvals and 
building permits are still needed before 
construction gets underway and hopes by 
late next year it could begin. 

“This has been a long process,” Schoenig 
said, adding. “We’re almost at the top of 
where we need to be, we’re almost at that 
point where we’re going to start seeing 
some progress.” 

He said the village would start small 
and build up from there. Odell vowed 
to continue to seek money from state 
and federal sources, with this first grant 
helping the village gain traction. 

Schoenig said the village is waiting to 
hear from the state on what the $2 million 
could be spent on. Roughly $10 million 
must be spent in order to get that grant 
money back to the village. 

Trustee Christine Piccini said the 
goal is to make the village a “24-hour 
destination.”

Developer and Southeast resident 
Harold Lepler of Covington Development 
said it was a privilege to be part of 
the revitalization and his team was 
excited to see project come to fruition. 
Robert Weinberg, who is from Robert 
Martin Company and involved in the 
construction, said the proposed rendering 
would change the center point of the 
village and attract new people to come to 
Brewster. New businesses and fewer cars 
for everyday life could also be expected, 
he said. 

Parking spaces in the area could reach 
close to 600 by the end of revitalization, 
Weinberg said, with an underground and 
above ground lot. 

Weinberg warned this would be a 
major project and “major projects do 
upset some people.”

Odell mentioned the partnership 
reached recently between Putnam and 
the City of Danbury that extends into 
recreation, education, and tourism 
all start now with the transit oriented 
development project. Odell said there 
are as many Connecticut license plates 
as New York ones at the train stations in 
Brewster and Southeast. 

“We’re going to take advantage of the 
Danbury influence here in the village and 
hope to capture that revenue that comes 
along with those individuals that come 
over here,” Odell said. 

Plans for Village of Brewster 
Overhaul Unveiled 

By David Propper
The missing Patterson teenager that 

was last seen on Christmas Eve was safely 
found in New York City on New Years 
Eve, according to New York State Police.

Patricia Figueroa, 19, of Patterson was 
found in good health on Dec. 31 with 
the help of the New York City Police 
Department’s Missing Person Squad 
and the FDNY, state police confirmed in 
a press release. She was in good health 
when located, according to authorities. 

The previous week, state police sent 
out a plea for the public’s help in locating 
Figueroa, who was seen taking a train 
from the Patterson train station into 
Grand Central Terminal on Dec. 24. PROVIDED PHOTO

Patricia Figueroa of  Patterson.

Patterson Teenager Found 
Safe After Gone Missing

continued from page 1
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DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Principal developer of  the project Harold Lepler.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
County Executive MaryEllen Odell and village 
Mayor James Schoenig.

PROVIDED PHOTO
A rendering of  a conceptual plan for the village near the train station.
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The Carmel Rotary Club announced 
a $50,000 fundraising goal for the 
10th Annual Community Basketball 
Shootout. This popular annual event 
organized by the Carmel Rotary Club 
and Carmel High School Interact Club 
offers non-profit organizations in Putnam 
County the opportunity to raise funds to 
support their organizations. This year’s 
Community Basketball Shootout will be 
held on Saturday, March 4th, 9 a.m. – 
noon at the Carmel High School Gym, 14 
Fair Street in Carmel.

The Carmel Rotary Club also 
announced that Al Lotrecchiano is the 
2017 Rotary Community Basketball 
Shootout Honoree.  A 53-year Rotary 
member, Al was introduced to Rotary 
by his brother, Tom Lotrecchiano. Al is 
dedicating this special honor in memory 
of his brother. Al and Tom owned 
and operated Putnam Printing and 
Lithograph in Mahopac for many years. 
Al first joined the Lake Mahopac Rotary 
Club and then later joined the Carmel 
Rotary Club. Al exemplifies Rotary’s 
motto, “Service Above Self,” in his Rotary, 
professional, and community life. Over 
the years, he has served as club president 
and helped organize hundreds of Rotary’s 
community projects and events. In 2006, 
Al was awarded Rotary International’s 
highest honor, the Service Above Self 
Award. This annual award recognizes only 

150 Rotarians from Rotary International’s 
1.2 million worldwide membership 
who demonstrate their commitment to 
helping others by volunteering their time 
and talents.

Ten years ago, with Al’s inspiration 
the Carmel Rotary Club revived the 
Basketball Shootout, a popular Rotary 
fundraising event in the 1970’s & 80’s. In 
2008, the revitalized Basketball Shootout 
raised $6000 and has grown each year 
since then. Last year’s event raised over 
$41,000 benefitting 45 organizations.  
The Rotary Basketball Shootout has 
once again become a popular event as 
it offers all non-profit organizations the 
opportunity to raise funds to support 
their mission. 

Basketball Shootout Co-Chairs, Sal 
Gambino and Bill Huestis encourage 
organizations, adults and youth to take 
advantage of this fun and easy fundraiser. 
“This year we’ve set our goal even higher 
- $50,000,” said Bill Huestis.  “We are 
confident that this goal is attainable 
with our nonprofit organizations and 
community’s participation and will help 
provide a wide variety of vital programs 
and services in Putnam County and 
beyond.” For example, NAMI (National 
Association on Mental Illness) Putnam 
participated in the Community Basketball 
Shootout for the first time last year and 
raised over $2,000. NAMI Vice President 

Karen Pilner says, “It was a great 
experience and we will be participating 
again in 2017.”

For information on how to participate 
in the Community Basketball Shootout 
call Sal Gambino at 845-228-9115 or 

Bill Huestis at 845-225-2012 or visit 
the Carmel Rotary Club Website www.
carmelrotary.org. 

Carmel Rotary Aims High for Basketball Shootout Fundraising Goal

DAVID PROPPER PHOTOS
Carmel Rotary members and two Carmel school students unveil the date and time for this year’s 
Community Basketball Shootout.

Rotary president Eliot Scher and shootout co-chairman Bill Huestis at the start of  last week’s rotary 
meeting.

Rotary members including Judge James Reitz.
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By Rick Pezzullo
The Indian Point nuclear power plants, 

which have been a fixture in the Village 
of Buchanan for more than 50 years and 
help provide electricity to several million 
homes and businesses in Westchester and 
the five boroughs of New York City, will 
close in 2021.

The stunning announcement was 
first reported in the New York Times 
Friday afternoon and confirmed Monday 
by Entergy, which purchased the 
controversial plants 15 years ago, invested 
$1.3 billion in safety improvements and 
has been seeking a 20-year license renewal 
from the federal Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission since 2007 to continue 
operating the facility.

“Key considerations in our decision 
to shut down Indian Point ahead of 
schedule include sustained low current 
and projected wholesale energy prices 
that have reduced revenues, as well as 
increased operating costs,” said Bill 
Mohl, president of Entergy Wholesale 
Commodities. “In addition, we foresee 
continuing costs for license renewal 
beyond the more than $200 million and 
10 years we have already invested.”

An agreement to shut down the plants 
was worked out between Entergy, several 
New York State offices and agencies and 
Riverkeeper. Under the pact, Indian 
Point Unit 2 will cease operations as 

early as April 2020 and Unit 3 in April 
2021. However, an emergency provision 
is included that could give Entergy 
an additional four years of service in 
the event of war, a sudden increase in 
electrical demand or a sudden shortage of 
electric energy.

“For 15 years, I have been deeply 
concerned by the continuing safety 
violations at Indian Point, especially 
given its location in the largest and most 
densely populated metropolitan region in 
the country,” Governor Andrew Cuomo 
said. “This administration has been 
aggressively pursuing and incentivizing 
the development of clean, reliable energy, 
and the state is fully prepared to replace 
the power generated by the plant at a 
negligible cost to ratepayers.”

“Closure of Indian Point represents a 
landmark victory for the Hudson River 
and the people of New York,” said Scenic 
Hudson President Ned Sullivan. “Scenic 
Hudson has worked for decades to stop 
the massive environmental damage to 
the Hudson River caused by the plants’ 
withdrawal of billions of gallons a day of 
cooling water.”

According to Entergy, about 1,000 
employees work at the Indian Point 
Energy Center and opportunities within 
the company will be offered to those 
interested in continuing employment. The 
agreement calls on Entergy to annually 

move a set number of spent fuel rods 
from its storage pools to dry cast storage 
on site and have annual inspections by 
state designated representatives through 
2021. Entergy will also establish a $15 
million fund for river restoration and 
remediation, as well as projects providing 
public benefits to the community.

“This agreement provides what we’ve 
been fighting for for decades: a definite 
early closing date for Indian Point--
-our biggest existential threat in the 
region,” said Riverkeeper President Paul 
Gallay. “It’s a win for the safety of our 
communities, a win for the Hudson River 
and all the rich variety of life within it, 
and a win for a clean, sustainable energy 
future.”

Congressman Sean Patrick Maloney 
said he has supported a phasing out of 
the plant since he began serving, arguing 
Indian Point is “simply too dangerous to 
continue operating.”

“But let me be clear – this agreement 
must include concrete plans to protect the 
jobs of hundreds of New Yorkers and keep 
energy prices low for my neighbors in the 
Hudson Valley,” Maloney said. “We can 
balance safety concerns with the security 
of local jobs and low energy bills.”

But not everyone was happy with the 
announcement, particularly local leaders 
who were blindsided by the news.

“Westchester County has not been a 

part of any talks to close Indian Point, and 
that’s a big problem,” said Westchester 
County Executive Rob Astorino, noting 
Westchester currently receives $4.5 
million annually in property taxes from 
Entergy. 

The Town of Cortlandt receives $1 
million annually from Entergy, and the 
Hendrick Hudson School District relies 
on Entergy for more than 30 percent of 
its budget. About 46% of the Village of 
Buchanan’s operating budget comes from 
Indian Point.

State Senator Terrence Murphy (R/
Yorktown) faulted Cuomo for his lack 
of transparency and insisted “he bring 
his show on the road to my district and 
explain this to us.”

“He owes it to us to come to the 
communities affected to explain exactly 
how we will safely store and protect 
spent fuel rods here for the next century, 
find replacement power for a quarter of 
our region’s energy needs, and fund the 
gigantic holes this move blows into the 
local budgets,” Murphy said.

“I am shocked by the governor’s 
proposal and I am very concerned about 
the effect it will have on the employees 
of Entergy, their families, as well as the 
loss of tax revenue which the local school 
district and municipalities significantly 
rely on,” added state Assemblywoman 
Sandy Galef (D/Ossining).

Indian Point Nuclear Power Plants to Close in 2021
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As the father of a Michelin starred chef/
owner of a New York City restaurant who 
began his culinary education at Putnam-
Northern Westchester BOCES there 
can be no greater supporter of the those 
culinary programs than me.  That said I 
have been and continue to be confused 
why Putnam County took the decision 
to spend well above $1 million dollars to 
build what is in effect a school on the Tilly 
Foster facility.

I always thought that we paid school 
taxes to build schools and county taxes 
to fund county facilities and operations. 
Establishment of a culinary program in 
eastern Putnam is a fantastic idea (my son 
agrees) but why BOCES wasn’t tasked to 

create and pay for the facility is confusing.
That said, it is what it is and now 

Putnam County is requesting proposals 
for “vendors” to provide food services 
while school is not in session.  The 
prospect of county officials reaching 
into yet another area far outside its 
competency level should send shivers 
down the spine of foodies everywhere.  
The first indicator of things already going 
down the tubes is mention of fashioning 
the culinary program at Tilly Foster to 
that of the County golf course.

The Hudson Valley is home to some 
of the finest artisan restaurants and 
purveyors in the entire country with 
the world-renowned Culinary Institute 

of America in Hyde Park as its culinary 
education epicenter.  Tilly Foster has the 
potential to be part of that culture but it 
must be intended and designed as a unique 
and astonishing fine dining experience 
not simply a catering operation offering 
up golf course cuisine.

The Tilly Foster farm and restaurant 
if done in an astounding way can draw 
visitors from every corner of the region 
and beyond as does the Shakespeare 
Festival staged at Boscobel every summer. 
During my last visit to the festival I saw 
license plates from five different states in 
the guest parking lot.

I hope, no beg that the county 
officials involved in the process reach 

out for guidance from the hundreds 
of professionals in the artisan culinary 
community that surrounds us,  perhaps 
even the educators at the CIA.  A 
tremendous opportunity for high quality 
tourism and for the BOCES students 
themselves working as interns with 
some of the best in the field, lies before 
us.  Hopefully, county officials will work 
smart and not let petty provincial ego get 
in the way of success.

John Butler
Carmel

Mary M. Gabriele
Mary M. Gabriele, 71, of Mahopac, 

died on December 31, at Putnam Hospital 
Center. Mrs. Gabriele was born on May 9, 
1945 to Vincenzo and Anna (DiLorenzo) 
Curcio in the Bronx. On March 14, 1964 
she married the love of her life, Thomas 
Gabriele in the Bronx, and together they 
were blessed with three children; Michael, 
Laura and Christopher. Before she retired 
Mary was a auto biller for Brewster Honda, 
in Brewster. In her spare time Mary loved 
playing bingo, cards, going to the Casinos, 
shopping and dancing, but her favorite 
pastime of all was spending time with her 
family and friends. She is survived by her 
three loving children; Michael Gabriele 
of Hopewell Jct., Laura and Jeffrey Peters 
of Mahopac, and Christopher and Carina 
Gabriele of Hartsdale, eight cherished 
grandchildren; Krystina, Leanne, Taylor, 
Michelle, Juliana, Nicholas, Thomas, and 
Natalia all of whom she adored and each 
child held a special place in her heart. 
She was looking forward to being a great-
grandmother and to meet her first great-
grandchild who is due in June. She is also 
survived by her friend and companion 
Ralph LoPriore, her mother-in-law Irene 
Gabriele, her brother Vincent “Butch” 
Curcio and her sister Antoinette Janus. 
Mary will now join her husband Thomas 
in Heaven. She will be dearly missed by 
all who had known and loved Mary, yet 
her legacy of love and devotion to family 
and friends will continue to grow in our 
hearts. 

Charles Flickinger
Charles “Chuck” Flickinger, 56, of Lake 

Carmel, died on January 1. Mr. Flickinger 
was born on April 10, 1960 to Charles 
and Joan (Markham) Flickinger, Sr., in 
Middletown, CT.  He proudly served 
our Country with the US Marines from 
1978 to 1982 serving as part of the first 
in air fueling teams and traveling the 
world doing so. On October 20th, 1996 

he married the love of his life, Charlotte 
Berwind, at The Long Pond Inn, in 
Mahopac, New York. A Registered Nurse 
at St. John’s Riverside Hospital in Yonkers, 
he was also a volunteer Fireman and EMT 
for the Lake Carmel Fire Department in 
Kent. Chuck sought to serve wherever 
needed at a moment’s notice, such as 
the rebuilding of Homestead, Fla. after 
Hurricane Andrew, the recovery efforts 
after Hurricane Katrina, and volunteering 
as a nurse after the Haitian earthquake. He 
joined the Lake Carmel Fire Department 
in being one of the first to search for 
survivors of the World Trade Center 
attacks on 9/11. Chuck continually sought 
out promising individuals to mentor 
and befriend, and had numerous young 
protégées. He was known for his sharp 
wit and intelligence, his wicked sense of 
humor and his inability to suffer fools. 
He enjoyed his motorcycle, a fine cigar, a 
cold beer, a bonfire and time at the beach. 
Always the friend to call on when you 
needed a hand, an ear, a shoulder, a tool 
or an odd job done, Chuck was relied on 
by many.  He is survived by his beloved 
wife, Charlotte and his dog Rex, a loving 
companion and a man’s best friend. He 
leaves three sisters, nieces and nephews 
and his wife’s family.   In lieu of flowers 
donations can be made to the Lake Carmel 
Fire Department or Regional Hospice 
Care CT https://regionalhospicect.org/
about/donate.

Hilda Pfaffenberger
Hilda Pfaffenberger of Mahopac, died 

on January 1 at the age of 87. She was 
born in the Bronx on March 26, 1929, 
the daughter of Vincent and Rose (Kirsa) 
Zoller. She is survived by her sons Chris 
and George; and her grandchildren 
Arianna, Christopher, George, Dianna. 
She was predeceased by her husband 
George in 2005.

Louis A. Sweet
Louis A. Sweet of Mahopac Falls, died 

on Tuesday, January 3 at the age of 74. 

He was born on November 10, 1942 in 
Torrington, CT, the son of Clifford and 
Kathleen (Driver) Sweet. He was a long 
time resident of Mahopac and a proud 
veteran of the US Army having served 
from July 1965 to June 1968 during the 
Vietnam War. He served as a member of 
the Mahopac Volunteer Fire Department 
from 1963-1969 and owned the T.A.K. 
Carpentry and Construction. Louis was 
predeceased by his wife Vera Sweet of 27 
years. He is survived by his girls Tracy 
Berube, Amy Labbe, Katie Sweet, his 
6 grandchildren Bobby, Ryan, Alyssa, 
Devin, Abigail, Cassandra; his great 
grandson Lucas; and his sisters Dorothy 
Williams, Cynthia Light, Grace Simmons, 
and Rhoda Kollar.

Maria Ciccone
Maria Ciccone, of Brewster, formerly 

of Mt. Kisco, died peacefully at home on 
Thursday January 5. She was 101-years-
old. Mrs. Ciccone was born November 
14, 1915 in Salono Superoire, Italy, 
daughter to the late Carmelo and Polsia 
(Romeo) Legato. Maria married Carmelo 
Ciccone in Salono Superiore, Italy on 
June 9, 1966. Together they moved to 
the USA in 1966, where they raised their 

family. Maria worked for Readers Digest 
in Pleasantville, NY for 10 years before 
retiring in 1980. She is survived by her 
5 children; Joseph, Umberto, Damenico, 
Rocco and Luigi, her 10 grandchildren 
and 3 great grandchildren. She was 
predeceased by her husband and 5 
children.
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Kristyna’s Cleaning Service LLC 
Somers

Business 

of the Week
By Neal Rentz

Somers resident Kristyna Wavrova 
doesn’t just talk about the importance 
of preserving the environment, but she 
practices what she preaches.

Wavrova is the owner of Kristyna’s 
Cleaning Service LLC, which does not use 
harmful chemicals for cleaning homes 
and businesses. The cleaning service is 
the first business Wavrova has owned. 
Her professional life began as a home and 
business cleaner. The company’s services 
can be provided as often as the clients’ 
desire, Wavrova said. 

Wavrova said her business provides her 
a platform to promote the importance 
of preserving the environment. “I tell 
them everything little by little so it’s not 
overwhelming,” she said.

She started her business by using store 
purchased cleaning products, but they 
contained chemicals that posed health 
hazards to both her clients and employees, 
Wavrova said. 

“That’s why I made my own cleaning 
products,” she said. She has created a 
series of products that clean individual 
items including wood floors, countertops, 
granite and marble stone and glass, as well 
as a laundry detergent. Though Wavrova 
did not want to disclose all the ingredients 
in her cleaning products, two of the major 

ones are vinegar and fruit peals. 
Wavrova plans to sell cleaning 

products to her clients, who come from 
Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess 
counties, in refillable plastic bottles.  
Many clients have written testimonials 

about the cleaning service, she said.
She is also active in efforts to protect 

the environment aside from her company. 
One example was her participation in a 
coastal cleanup of a beach in Connecticut 
with her employees last year. Wavrova 

wants to do more environment work in 
the coming year, she said.

Ocean pollution is a major concern for 
Wavrova. Garbage that gets into oceans 
are eaten by fish and other animals that 
are killed because they think garbage is 
food, she said. Fish that eat plastic are 
eaten by people, she said. 

Wavrova said she wanted the use of 
plastic bottles reduced because people 
often do not recycle them. The United 
States uses the most plastic bottles 
among the nations of the world, she 
said. “Nobody really knows about that 
problem,” she said.

Wavrova is also a member of the 
Mahopac-Carmel Chamber of Commerce 
and she is seeking to become an officer 
of the organization. Wavrova said being 
a Chamber member is a way for her to 
promote her business and environmental 
concerns, Wavrova said. 

Speaking to her clients about 
environmental issues is important to 
Wavrova and they appreciate it. “They 
love to be educated by me,” she said. 

Kristyna’s Cleaning Service LLC can 
be reached by calling 914-334-1440 or by 
sending an e-mail to wavrova.kristyna@
gmail.com. The businesses is also on 
Facebook and Instagram. 

NEAL RENTz PHOTO
Somers resident Kristyna Wavrova is the owner of  Kristyna’s Cleaning Service LLC. 
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The American Red Cross has a severe 
winter blood shortage and is issuing an 
emergency call for blood donors to make 
a donation appointment now and help 
save patient lives. 

Hectic holiday schedules for many 
regular blood donors contributed 
to about 37,000 fewer donations in 
November and December than what was 
needed. Snowstorms and severe weather 
have also impacted donations. Nearly 
100 blood drives were forced to cancel in 
December, resulting in more than 3,100 
blood donations going uncollected. 

“Blood and platelet donations are 
critically needed in the coming days so 
that patients can continue to receive the 
lifesaving treatments they are counting 
on,” said Mary Young, CEO , American 
Red Cross, Metro New York North . 
“We encourage donors to invite a family 
member or friend to donate with them 
to help meet patient needs. Right now, 
blood and platelet donations are being 
distributed to hospitals faster than they 
are coming in.” 

How to help: Find a blood donation 
opportunity and schedule an appointment 
to donate by using the free Blood Donor 
App, visiting redcrossblood.org or calling 
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). 
The Red Cross is extending hours at many 
donation sites for more donors to give 

blood or platelets. Overall, the Red Cross 
has added nearly 200 hours to blood 
donation centers and community blood 
drives across the country over the next 
few weeks. Donation appointments and 
completion of a RapidPass online health 
history questionnaire are encouraged to 
help speed up the donation process. 

“In about an hour, you can help save 
someone’s life. This simple act can have 
a profound impact on another human 
being,” said Young. 

Who blood donations help: Every 
two seconds, someone in the U.S. needs 
blood. Accident and burn victims, heart 

surgery and organ transplant patients, 
and patients receiving treatment for 
leukemia, cancer or sickle cell disease 
may all require blood to save their lives. 

The treatments high school freshman 
Payton Kannarr receives to fight leukemia 
cause her blood counts to drop. She 
currently receives platelet transfusions 
weekly and red blood cells about every 
two weeks. 

“We have seen firsthand the incredible 
need for blood products as we have been 
on this four-year roller coaster journey,” 
said Amy Kannarr, Payton’s mom. 
“Through the care and compassion of 

donors, Payton has been able to enjoy life 
as a teenager.”
About the American Red Cross:

The American Red Cross shelters, 
feeds and provides emotional support 
to victims of disasters; supplies about 40 
percent of the nation’s blood; teaches skills 
that save lives; provides international 
humanitarian aid; and supports military 
members and their families. The Red 
Cross is a not-for-profit organization that 
depends on volunteers and the generosity 
of the American public to perform its 
mission. For more information, please 
visit redcross.org or cruzrojaamericana.
org, or visit us on Twitter at @RedCross. 

Red Cross Issues Emergency Call for Blood Donations

RED CROSS WEBSITE
The Red Cross is in critical need of  blood.

‘Blood and platelet 
donations are critically 
needed in the coming 

days so that patients can 
continue to receive the 

lifesaving treatments they 
are counting on. 

- Mary Young, CEO, 
American Red Cross, 

Metro New York North
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Across
1. South African antelope
4. Goof
7. More than impress
10. Campaigned for political office
11. Gravity force letter
12. Young fellow
13. Start of many church names
14. Feeling unworthy, maybe
16. This Westchester/Putnam limo 
service will
make any event magical
18. Builder’s work place
19. Yorktown orthodontist, goes with 26 
down
22. German river
24. Like a busybody
25. Manner of speaking
27. Goggle
29. It blossoms
31. Obtain
34. Promising words
35. “Wow!”
36. Bishop’s jurisdiction
37. Fraternity letters
38. Modern day evidence
39. Miss after marriage
40. Do like

Down
1. “Nasty!”
2. Spiral shell dwellers
3. Like some director’s cuts
4. Mild oath
5. Come back on

6. Sanity
7. Fire remnant
8. Heartsickness
9. Destroy
15. Comic’s foil
17. Port city of Brazil
20. Empress of old Russia
21. Exaggerated
23. Modern medical philosophy
26. See 19 across
28. Unevenly notched, as a leaf
30. ‘’Pee-___ Big Adventure’’ (1985 film)
31. Singer Stewart
32. Billion years
33. Half a dance

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 17
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The Brewster Sports Foundation (BSF) 
has been instrumental in promoting the 
long-awaited concession stand currently 
being built outside the Brewster turf 
field behind the JFK elementary school.  
There are ongoing discussions about the 
need for refurbishing the baseball and 
softball fields for the Brewster students 
and support is needed.  BSF will host its 
10th annual fundraising gala on Saturday, 
January 21st from 6 p.m.–11 p.m. at Starr 
Ridge Rd Banquet Hall in Brewster.  

The 2017 gala will be recognizing the 

Brewster High School Hall of Fame 2016 
Inductees, John Kinnane, Ethan Meyer 
and Erin Taylor.  Autographed sports 
memorabilia and Brewster/Danbury 
restaurant, golf and retail auction and 
raffle items will be available.  Dine and 
Dance with friends for a winter night to 
support athletics in our community.  

In addition, the BSF in 2015 awarded 
over $13,000 to benefit the Brewster 
Athletic Department wrestling teams 
and club.  The BSF is a 501(c)(3), not-
for-profit organization, created for the 

sole purpose of the revitalization of the 
athletic fields and spaces for the school 
and residential communities. It was 
established to encourage and develop 
character education and excellence 
through athletics by providing the highest 
quality facilities available for everyone.  
Other beneficiaries have been the track 
refurbishment of $44,000 in 2013-14, 
Contribution to supplement the grant 

received for the turf field in 2009 of 
$1,200,000 and ongoing account services 
for BHS athletic teams.

If a local business, please consider 
donating to the raffle or auction and/or 
consider sponsoring a table for the event. 
Visit www.brewstersportsfoundation.
org for ticket information or email 
brewstersportsfoundation@gmail.com.

Brewster Sports Foundation Pushes for Concession Stand 

Representative Sean Patrick Maloney (NY18) was officially sworn into office as a 
member of the 115th Congress. It marks the beginning of Maloney’s third term serving 
as a representative for New York’s 18th Congressional District in the Hudson Valley.

“It is an honor to serve our Hudson Valley veterans, businesses and hardworking 
families for another two years – working together we will continue fighting to create 
good paying jobs, protect Social Security and Medicare, and invest in our local 
infrastructure,” said Maloney. “In the last four years I built a record of results, passing 
25 pieces of legislation into law and returning $6.3 million to local taxpayers, and I can’t 
wait to continue getting things done for my neighbors in the Hudson Valley and across 
New York.”

In the 115th Congress, Maloney will continue serving as an integral member of both 
the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure and the House Committee 
on Agriculture.

PROVIDED PHOTO
During the swearing in ceremony, Maloney was joined by his husband Randy Florke and their two 
daughters Daley and Essie.

Maloney Sworn in to Represent 
Hudson Valley in 115th Congress  

PROVIDED PHOTO
Brewster school district student-athletes that benefit from the Brewster Sports Foundation.

PROVIDED PHOTO
 The Brewster Sports Foundation gala raised $13,000 in 2015 for the athletic department. 
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without notice. mohegansun.comwithout notice. mohegansun.comwithout notice. mohegansun.com

Why not extend your stay? 
Visit mymohegansun.com 
to view your hotel rates.
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A wintery snowing morning set the 
scene for a Winter Festival held on 
Saturday, December 17 at Seven Star 
School of Performing Arts in Brewster. 
Friends and family were treated to this 
special studio showcase with seven 
singers and 14 dancers. The carolers 
sang Jingle Bell Rock, We Wish You a 
Merry Christmas, and Silent Night to 
get everyone in the holiday spirit. Voice 
students led by teacher Janina Rosa, 
included Isabella Basile, Hudson Di 
Tomaso, Gabriella Dimas, Emiko Dunn, 
Lori Kreh, Sophia Molé and Kayla Smith

The dancers performed a classic ballet 
called “Les Patineurs” which was staged 
by Anita Intrieri. The ballet was originally 
performed in 1937 and depicted a 
Victorian skating party that takes place on 
a frozen pond. Dancers included Bailey 
Calhoun, Maggie Cassidy, Sarah Cassidy, 
Hannah Delamonico, Evelyn Dodge, 
Emma Donovan, Riley Duffelmeyer, 
Lauren Guarna, Macey Hollander, Alyssa 
Hubbs, Abigail Morelli, Amanda Ostuni, 
Sophia Scaperotti and Sarah Shectman.

For more information about upcoming 
special classes and events visit www.
SevenStarSchool.com or call 845-278-
0728.

Snowy Saturday Set the Scene for the Winter Festival

HEATHER DuFFELMEyER PHOTOS
Winter Festival Dancers  

Amanda Ostuni as soloist

Carolers singing Holiday favorites.

Those looking to combat cabin fever 
this season are invited to partake in a 
“Celebration of Winter” at the Taconic 
Outdoor Education Center (TOEC) on 
Saturday, January 21 from 1 p.m. to 4 
p.m. Suggested donation is $3 per person. 
TOEC is located at 75 Mountain Laurel 
Lane in Cold Spring, within Clarence 
Fahnestock Memorial State Park.

Activities at “Celebration of Winter” 
include:
•	 Snow tubing at Highland Lodge.
•	 Ice skating (bring your own 

skates), broomball and ice fishing 
demonstrations on TOEC’s Duck Pond.

•	 A warming fire at Duck Pond.
•	 A sugar-on-snow tasting outside the 

maple sugar house, highlighting the 
ageless tradition of local maple syrup 
poured over fresh snow. A tremendous 
treat for all ages.
Snacks and beverages will be available 

for purchase in Highland Lodge. For 
more information, please contact TOEC 
at (845) 265-3773.

TOEC is a nature and outdoor education 
center, providing programming for schools, 
groups and the general public throughout 
the year. It is located in Clarence Fahnestock 
Memorial State Park, between Rt. 9 and 
the Taconic State Parkway, off Rt. 301. For 
directions and information about TOEC, 
visit http://nysparks.com/environment/
nature-centers/3/details.aspx. TOEC is 
part of the New York State Office of Parks, 
Recreation and Historic Preservation’s 
Taconic Region, which operates 15 state 
parks and six historic sites in Westchester, 
Putnam, Dutchess and Columbia Counties.   

Health Quest has named Timothy 
Gramann chief operating officer of Health 
Quest Medical Practice.

“I’m honored and excited to be joining 
Health Quest Medical Practice,” Gramann 
said. “My initial responsibilities include 
supporting the development of the practice 
operations team, optimizing the revenue 
cycle, planning for continued growth and 
developing performance transparency 
around financial, operational and patient 
experience metrics.”

Gramann has more than 25 years of 
experience in healthcare management, 
having most recently worked for Inova 
Health System in Virginia as both 
vice president of the system and chief 
operating officer of Inova Medical Group. 
He previously served as chief operating 
officer for TriHealth Physician Partners 
in Cincinnati, Ohio and vice president 
of business operations for Group Health 
Associates, also in Cincinnati.

Gramann graduated from the University 
of Cincinnati with a bachelor’s degree and 
master’s in business administration.

“My wife, Angie, and I are thrilled to 
move to the beautiful Hudson Valley and 

make many lasting relationships,” he said.
To learn more about Health Quest 

Medical Practice, visit http://www.
healthquest.org/medical-practice/hqmp-
home.aspx

PROVIDED PHOTO
Timothy Gramann

‘Celebration of Winter’ Coming to 
Taconic Outdoor Education Center 

Health Quest Medical Practice 
Appoints Chief Operating Officer
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In my previous 
two columns, I’ve 
reported on the 
greatest fraud in 
wine collecting 
history. Rudy 
Kurniawan, the 
darling of the 
world’s high-end 
collectors from 
the early 2000s to 

2012, bought and sold the world’s most 
prestigious and rare wines. His notoriety 
came to a head when a collector, Bill 
Koch, of oil magnates Koch brothers 
fame, sued Kurniawan for fraud. 

In March 2012, Kurniawan was 
arrested for selling counterfeit wines 
to the world’s wealthiest Masters of the 
Universe. He was convicted in 
September 2013, sentenced 
in August 2014 and is 
currently serving a 10-year 
sentence in a federal prison. 

Here’s a perspective I 
found mind-boggling: 
In all, Kurniawan, over 
a number of years, 
purchased more 
than $40 million of 
authentic wine at 
auctions and from 
private collectors. In 
one year, 2006, he sold 

more than $36 million of 
counterfeit wine. 

A recently released 
movie, “Sour Grapes,” 
chronicles his 
misadventures. In 
reviewing the movie last 
week, I expressed my 
dismay at the gullibility 
of wealthy individuals, who seek fame 
and glory, at times contrary to logic 
and intuition. However, the movie 
was fascinating; I heartily recommend 
it for its subject matter (rare wine), 
entertainment value (the infatuation of 
intelligent people with an improbable 
fraudster) and drama (the incredulity, 
denial and stress of one percenters that 
they could be duped).

This week my thoughts ran to the 
aftermath of Kurniawan’s debacle. At his 
sentencing, in addition to incarceration, 
he was ordered to reimburse victims 

$24.8 million in losses.
Federal agents were 

charged with selling his 
confiscated assets. 

I had a flashback to the 
final scene in the movie: 

a giant 6,000-pound 
magnet at a Texas 

waste disposal site, 
circa 2015, slowly 
descended on a large-

format bottle of French 
wine. As I watched in 
awe, the bottle was slowly 
crushed, with wine and 
glass spreading in every 
direction. 

But I’m getting ahead 
of myself. Herewith is an 
accounting of the results 

of the government’s efforts to recover the 
court-mandated restitution judgment.

First, Kurniawan was ordered to pay 
$150 per month until the $24.8 million 
is repaid. This conjures up a carryover 
from the days of debtor prisons. 

Next, to the liquidation of his 
substantial assets.

1. His cars: $310,000.
2. His collection of 21 luxury watches: 

In excess of $600,000.
3. Two homes in California, including 

the valuable art collection on the walls: 
undisclosed millions.

4. His 23 percent ownership in a 
Burgundy, France winery: $726,000. 

5. Finally, the wines. The wines? 
They must have been all counterfeit, 
you’re thinking. Not quite. More than 
5,000 bottles were stored in a private 
warehouse. Only 392 bottles were 
counterfeit, and in the movie are shown 
being destroyed by federal agents at the 
above mentioned Texas waste disposal 
site.

To quote federal marshals: “While 
there can be no guarantee with 100 
percent certainty in any situation such 
as this, to the best of our knowledge, the 
wines we are selling are genuine.”

The top lot of the 4,711 bottles 
auctioned, three bottles of 1911 Domaine 
de la Romanée-Conti, fetched $45,200 
– even though all three bottles were 
missing their main labels. More than 
$1.5 million was raised at the auction.

Is this a fitting end to the largest wine 
fraud in history or a portent of the 
eventual outcome of future frauds? As 
long as there is avarice and the inflated 
egos in the rarified community of high-
end wine collectors, I fear the latter. 

And by the way, it is estimated there are 
still 10,000 bottles of Rudy’s counterfeit 
wines in collector’s cellars. Who knows 
when these may show up at an auction 
or on a dinner table? In all likelihood, no 
one.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 
years he has conducted wine tastings 
and lectures. Nick is a member of the 
Wine Media Guild of wine writers. He 
also offers personalized wine tastings 
and wine travel services. Nick’s credo: 
continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine.

A Postmortem on the Rudy Kurniawan, ‘Sour Grapes’ Saga

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

Comfort packages to 500 men and 
women serving overseas in the U.S. 
Armed Forces will be sent through United 
For The Troops. Defend the Holidays, 
was the initiative of County Executive 
MaryEllen Odell.

“During the season of giving, it was 
important to remember that our greatest 
gift is that of freedom,” said Odell. 
“I launched the Defend the Holiday 
program, a joint effort with United for the 
Troops and the Putnam County Sheriff ’s 
Department, to supply comfort packages 
to those serving overseas in the U.S. 
Armed Forces.”

United For The Troops is a 501-c-3 that 
sends care packages to troops serving 
overseas. It was started by Mahopac 
residents Jim and Pat Rathschmidt. 
The couple along with their friends and 
neighbors launched the organization in 
2007 when Rathschmidt’s son, Luke, was 
serving with the 82nd Airborne Division 
of the US Army in Iraq. 

Following numerous conversations 
with service men and women, the group 
found out that while the military provides 
soldiers with the essentials for day- to-
day life, many of them miss the extra 
amenities that they enjoy while at home. 
The organization’s purpose is to make the 
soldiers’ lives a little better while serving 
overseas by sending items such as cookies, 
DVDs, CDs, snacks and t-shirts.

“While all of our comfort packages 
are made up of donated items, it costs us 
about $15 to ship a care package overseas,” 
said Jim Rathschmidt. “Through the 
great efforts of MaryEllen Odell and the 
Putnam County Sheriff Department we 
will be able to pay the shipping for 500 gift 
boxes being sent to our men and women 
serving our country overseas. Thanks to 
the generous support we received, our 
mission to ‘Bring A Little Comfort To 
Our Troops’ will continue on.”

While many of the county employees 

contributed toward the giving campaign, 
one person in particular went the extra 
mile. Putnam County Sheriff Deputy 
Corinne Pitt, who is a school resource 
officer at Putnam Valley High School, 
collected donations totaling $350 from 
the school staff to support the Defend the 
Holidays initiative. 

“It was such a pleasant surprise to have 
Deputy Pitt come to my office to present 
us the money she had collected from the 
generous families from Putnam Valley 
High School,” said Odell. 

In addition to the donations received 
from the county employees, county 
Seniors and the residents of Putnam 
County, the campaign received $610 from 
the N.Y.C Firefighters Hudson Valley East 
and $500 from the Putnam County PBA.

United For The Troops has sent over 
16,000 comfort packages to the troops 
since its inception.

To learn more about volunteering 
or making donations to United for the 
Troops, visit their website at www.
unitedforthetroops.com 

Comfort Packages Shipped to Soldiers Overseas Thanks to Putnam

PROVIDED PHOTO
Putnam County Executive MaryEllen Odell presented Jim Rathschmidt, the 
founder of  united For The Troops, with the donations collected from the 
county’s Defend the Holiday campaign.

PROVIDED PHOTO
Putnam County Executive MaryEllen Odell stands with Jim Rathschmidt and 
members of  the Putnam County Sheriff  Department. 
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When I first started buying 
mattresses on my own many 
years ago, all I had to consider 
were the size and degree of 
firmness. 

Today, with high-technology 
“smart” beds that sense and 
automatically adjust all night to 
optimize the sleep experience, 
choosing how to spend time 
with our longest-term sleeping 
partner is a whole new ball 
game.

Our relationships with our 
mattresses vie with any kind 
of personal liaisons we might 
ever have in our lifetime. If 
you survive the average life 
expectancy, you will spend 
36,000 nights snuggled up to your most 
supportive companion.

When it came time for me to buy my 
first mattress on my own, however, I 
found that, as a young college student, 
I was far from sensitive about comfort. 
To create both a modern sofa and a bed, 
I bought a six-foot long piece of foam 
rubber and laid it over a hollow door, 
supported by four cinder blocks. To keep 
my handyman special from appearing 
primitive, I attached a pleated skirt to 
hide the cinder blocks. As a bed, it was 
indeed torturous. 

For my first apartment in New York 
City, I bought an inexpensive mattress 

from Macy’s and, as I recall, 
it was the superstore’s own 
brand. Even though it was 
inexpensive, it was dreamily 
comfortable. When my 
girlfriend, now my wife, 
came to my apartment for the 
first time, I showed her my 
antique sleigh bed, bragging 
that I probably had the most 
comfortable mattress ever. 

“Why don’t you give it a 
try?” I suggested innocently. 
She refused, obviously 
thinking that it was a ruse 
of some kind. Things were 
different in those days.

There is evidence that 
people have been seeking 

softer sleeping surfaces for more than 
10,000 years. Since the Egyptian Pharaohs 
had beds of ebony and gold, it is assumed 
that they devised something soft to place 
in them, but common people simply 
slept on palm bows heaped in a corner. 
By Roman times, mattresses were stuffed 
with reeds, hay, wool or feathers. During 
the Renaissance, mattresses were made 
of pea shucks or straw and covered with 
sumptuous velvets, brocades and silks. 
Their filling, however, became a banquet 
for bugs. 

In the 16th and 17th centuries, the term 
“sleep tight” was coined when mattresses 
were placed on a web of ropes that needed 

regular tightening to prevent sagging. The 
second part of that phrase, “don’t let the 
bedbugs bite,” expressed a condition that 
was common then and seems to have 
resurrected with a vengeance recently.

By the late 19th century, cotton 
mattresses that were less attractive to 
vermin dominated.

In 1900, James Marshall invented and 
patented the “pocket coil.” The coil was 
placed inside a pocket made of cotton and 
individually suspended, with materials 
placed on top that provided comfort.

By the 1930s, innerspring mattresses 
with upholstered foundations gained the 
prominent position they still enjoy.  

Futons were introduced in the 1940s, 
foam rubber mattresses appeared in the 
‘50s, followed by waterbeds in the ‘60s 
and airbeds in the ‘80s. Most of us still 
rely on innerspring mattresses.

In selecting a mattress, you might 
consider the suggestion of the 
International Sleep Products Association 
that you spend at least 15 minutes lying 
on it. Then again, you might not. The 
last time I bought a mattress, I tried six 
different models and can’t imagine that 
I would have spent an hour-and-a-half 
dozing off at Sleepy’s.  

Much of the firmness debate is solved 
by the new options for adjustability, even 
for each side of the bed.

Then there is the question of how big 
the mattress should be. Widths range 

from 39 inches for a twin to 76 inches for 
a king, and lengths range from 75 to 84 
inches.  

While the square footage of homes 
and the size of bedrooms is shrinking, 
anyone sharing a bed may think twice 
about diminishing the size of the bed 
proportionately. Did you know that if 
you share your bed with a partner and it 
is a simple double bed, you have only as 
much personal sleeping space as a baby in 
a crib?  

My wife tells a cute story about 
mattresses. When she took her 88-year-
old mother to buy a new mattress and the 
salesman noted that it came with a 20-
year guarantee, her mother said, “At my 
age, I only need a five-year guarantee. Can 
I get a better price for that?” 

Today, with the new Sleep Number 360 
Smart Bed, it’s almost scary to consider 
that it automatically warms its owner’s 
feet and knows when he or she is snoring 
and subtly adjusts to alleviate it. What 
other nocturnal needs might mattresses 
address in the future?

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

The Mattress: Reflections on Our Longest Term Sleeping Partner

By Salvatore M. Di Costanzo, Esq.
An integral part of our practice involves 

planning with the assets of individuals 
who are disabled or have special needs.  
These individuals are usually persons who 
have developmental disabilities, mental 
illnesses, or who suffer from other severe 
and chronic or persistent disabilities.  We 
commonly refer to these individuals as 
supplemental needs beneficiaries and 
the primary planning technique used 
to protect their assets is a supplemental 
needs trust (sometimes referred to as a 
special needs trust).  To read more about 
planning with supplemental needs trust, 
visit our website.

Often, a supplemental needs beneficiary 
is receiving government benefits such as 
Medicaid, supplemental security income 
(SSI) and social security disability (SDD).  
Some of these benefits, such as Medicaid 
and SSI, are means tested programs.  
That means (no pun intended), that in 
order to be eligible for these benefits, the 

government will take into consideration 
your assets and income.  In many cases, a 
supplemental needs beneficiary has very 
little in the way of assets and income.

However, there are many scenarios 
where a supplemental needs beneficiary 
may receive a windfall increasing their 
assets to a level that would disqualify 
them for government benefits.  We see 
this often where there are settlements 
resulting from infant medical practice 
cases or injuries sustained as an adult 
as a result of someone else’s negligence.  
Another common instance is where 
a family member such as a parent or 
grandparent leaves assets to a child or 
grandchild, who is a known supplemental 
needs beneficiary, without doing any 
planning with an elder law attorney.  
This is unfortunate because planning 
can be done at the grandparent/parent 
level to place the assets directly into a 
supplemental needs trust at death known 
as a third party supplemental needs trust 
which will preserve the beneficiary’s 
government benefits. 

If no planning was done and a 
supplemental needs beneficiary ends 
up with assets in her name that would 
otherwise disqualify her for government 
benefits, current law allows for the transfer 
of those assets by to a supplemental needs 
trust.  This type of supplemental needs 
trust is called a first party supplemental 

needs trust and can only be created with 
the assets of the supplemental needs 
beneficiary and so long as the beneficiary 
is under sixty-five years of age.  

Prior to December 13, 2016, a first 
party supplemental needs trust could 
only be created by a parent, grandparent, 
legal guardian or court.  If you are 
paying attention, you realize that an 
individual, meaning the supplemental 
needs beneficiary, could not create the 
trust herself.  Clearly where there is a 
parent or grandparent, there would be 
no issue.  However, there are a plethora 
of individuals who are disabled, yet have 

their capacity to sign a trust, but cannot, 
because they may not have a parent or 
grandparent.  

Consider a disabled adult with autism.   
Depending on where that person falls 
on the autism spectrum, she may be 
perfectly capable of creating a trust to 
protect her assets.  If there is no parent or 
grandparent, she would have no choice 
but to hire an attorney to commence a 
guardianship proceeding seeking Court 
approval to create and fund the trust.  
This could be costly and time consuming.

On December 13, 2016, President 
Obama signed the 21st Century Cures Act 
(P.L. 114-255) which amended the federal 
statutes to broaden the definition of those 
who can create a first party supplemental 
needs trust to include an “individual”.  

It is important to note that we expect 
New York to amend its statutes in the 
next few months to comport with this 
new federal legislation shortly.  Caution 
should be taken prior to relying solely on 
the federal statute. 

We are committed to keeping you abreast 
of important changes in the law and are 
available to assist you in navigating them.  
Please feel free to schedule a consultation by 
contacting us at 914-245-2440 (Yorktown 
Heights), 914-925-1010 (Rye) or by e-mail 
at smd@mfd-law.com.  Please also visit our 
website at www.plantodayfortomorrow.
com.      

New Law Favors Individuals with Disabilities and Special Needs

Salvatore M. Di Costanzo, Esq.

Small NewS 
iS BiG NewS

advertising@ 
theexaminernews.com
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 011017

continued on next page

ADOPTION
Fun Crazy Loving Couple Seeking to 
Adopt Baby. Husband Chef Wife Teach-
er. Top US Schools. Dogs Beach Sun Flip 
Flops. 631-432-5591 or www.debraandjef-
freyadopt.com

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
CA$H BUYER, Old Comic Books 10c 
to 35c covers, also Guns, Gold Coins. I 
travel to you and Buy EVERYTHING 
YOU have! Call Brian 1-800-617-3551

FINANCIAL
CONVENTIONAL & BANK RATE FI-
NANCING, Fix’n Flips, Hard-Bridge 
Loans, No Documents-Stated Income 
Programs, $100K-$100 Million, Pur-
chase-Refinance, SFH-1-4, Multi-family, 
Mixed Use, Commercial, 888-565-9477

HEALTH
IF YOU HAD HIP OR KNEE REPLACE-
MENT SURGERY AND SUFFERED AN 

INFECTION between 2010 and the pres-
ent time, you may be entitled to compen-
sation. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

HELP WANTED
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

LAND WANTED
LAND WANTED: Cash buyer seeks large 
acreage 200+ acres in the Central/Finger 
Lakes and Catskills Regions of NY State. 
Brokers welcome. For immediate con-
fidential response, call 607-353-8068 or 
email info@NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LEGAL NOTICES
75 HILLSIDE AVENUE, LLC FILED 
AN ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 
with the NYS Dept. of State on 12-9-16.  
The office of the LLC is located in West-
chester County.  The NY Secretary of State 
has been designated as the agent upon 
whom process may be served.  NYSS may 
mail a copy of any process to the LLC at: 
John Credaroli, 2 Columbus Avenue, 
Valhalla, NY 10595.  Purpose: Any law-
ful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF PEEK-
SKILL HOLDINGS LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization filed with Secretary of State 

of New York (SSNY) on July 26, 2016. 
Office in Westchester County.  SSNY 
has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail process to: 
Brendon Fitzgerald, 741 Shenandoah 
Ave., Peekskill, NY 10566. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LE-
ONE LLC. Art.of Org. filed with NY 
Secy of State (SSNY) on 11/30/16. Office  
location : Westchester County. SSNY is 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to :  9 Cedar St. Tuck-
ahoe. NY 10707. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HARD-
BALL CONSULTING LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with the Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 11/01/2016. Office loc: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent upon whom 
process may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
15 Bank St. #102A, White Plains, NY 
10606. Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KIDS 
IN SPORTS II LLC. Articles of Organi-
zation filed with SSNY on 07/11/16.  Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
1420 Second Avenue, New York, New  
York, 10021. Purpose:  Any lawful act 
or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SIL-
VER RUSH PRODUCTIONS, LLC. 
ARTS Of ORG filed with Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 12/05/2016. Office 
Location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: c/o United States Corpora-
tion Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Avenue, 
Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ANDY 
ROBLES LLC/A ROBLES LLC RE-
CENTLY WITH IRS. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on September 8th, 
2016. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 17 
Limerick St., Stamford, CT 06902. Pur-
pose: Landscaping and hardscaping.

HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER PRO-
GRAM WAITING LIST OPENING 
AND LOTTERY IN PUTNAM COUN-
TY NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the Putnam County Housing Corporation 
(PCHC) Carmel, New York in accordance 
with regulations outlined by the New York 
State Homes & Community Renewal, 

Statewide Section 8 Voucher Program, 
Section 8 Administration Plan, April 1, 
2015, will reopen the Section 8 waiting 
list for all income eligible individuals 
and families. Annual income limits vary 
by household size: 1 person - $31,750; 2 
persons - $36,250; 3 persons - $40,800; 
4 persons - $45,300; 5 persons - $48,950;
6 persons - $52,550; 7 persons - $56,200; 
and 8 persons -$59,800.  Following the 
HCR Administrative Plan, priority will 
be given to those below 30% of area me-
dian income: 1 person- $19,050; 2 per-
sons - $21,800; 3 persons - $24,500; 4 
persons - $27,200; 5 persons $29,400; 
6 persons - $32,580; 7 persons $36,730; 
and 8 persons - $40,890. Applications 
will be available to the public on January 
2, 2017 at PCHC’s office, 11 Seminary Hill 
Road, Carmel, NY 10512; online at www.
putnamhousing.com or by calling 845-
225-8493. Applications must be mailed to: 
HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER LOT-
TERY P.O. Box 60 Carmel, New York 
10512 All applications submitted be-
tween February 1, 2017 and February 
28, 2017 will be placed in a lottery to be 
held Monday, March 20, 2017. No ap-
plications will be accepted at PCHC of-
fices. The lottery process will be observed 
by Putnam County Department of Social 
Services staff to ensure lottery procedures 
are followed. Seven hundred and fifty 
(750) applicants will be drawn in random 
order and assigned a waiting list number 
in the order drawn to the existing, com-
puterized waitlist. Additionally, each ap-
plication will be dated and time stamped, 
numbered and entered into a bound log 
book.  Letters will be sent to selected ap-
plicants confirming their placement on 
the waiting list. All applications not drawn 
as one of the 750 will be notified by May 
1, 2017. The Housing Choice Voucher 
Program is a federal housing program 
administered by the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. The 
program provides housing assistance to 
renters with low to moderate income in 
the form of rental subsidies. Individuals 
with disabilities are eligible for the pro-
gram and reasonable accommodations 
will be made where necessary to ensure 
equal participation in housing assistance. 
Equal Housing Opportunity Statement: 
We are pledged to the letter and spirit of 
U.S. policy for the achievement of equal 
housing opportunity throughout the Na-
tion. We encourage and support an af-
firmative advertising and marketing pro-
gram in which there are no barriers to 
obtaining housing because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or 
national origin. 

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 011017
continued from previous page
MODULAR CONSTRUCTION
EINSTEIN MODULAR CONSTRUC-
TION- WHOLESALE FACTORY DI-
RECT PRICING. VISIT WWW.EIN-
STEINMODULARCONSTRUCTION.
COM TO VIEW PLANS AND INVOIC-
ES. WE WILL BUILD ANY PLAN. 845-
734*EMC2(3622)

REAL ESTATE
Delaware: New homes- Sussex and Kent 
counties from $169,000. 9 communities 
close to Rehoboth Beach, Delaware Bay 
(Bowerís Beach), or Nanticoke River Sea-
ford. 302-653-7700 www.LenapeBuilders.
net

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
Sebastian, Florida (East Coast) Beach 
Cove is an Age Restricted Community 
where friends are easily made. Sebastian 
is an Old Florida fishing village with a 
quaint atmosphere yet excellent medical 
facilities, shopping and restaurants. Direct 
flights from Newark to Vero Beach. New 
manufactured homes from 89,900. 772-
581-0080; www.beach-cove.com.

TRAINING
O.S.H.A.   10 Hr. Outreach COMPLI-
ANCE SAFETY TRAINING CON-
STRUCTION (IN ENGLISH) HELD 
AT THE ELKS LODGE #2101 RT. 22 

Brewster or company facility’s Putnam, 
Westchester, Duchess, CT Must pre- Reg-
ister
845-743-5324 EMAIL-macarcich@gmail.
com Authorized Outreached trainer 
#1285-C0100219

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AAR-
ON AT 914-654-1683

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

Crossword
Answers
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Ongoing 
Town Square Pizza café in Patterson, 

NY on Route 311 offers Charity of the 
Month:  Pizza with a Purpose, each 
month, Town Square Pizza Cafe will 
donate a portion of every pizza pie 
purchase directly to a local charity or 
non-profit.  Your pizza purchase will 
not only taste delicious, but will also be 
supporting the lives of your neighbors in 
the local community.  Donations can also 
be made directly to the Putnam County 
Children’s Committee- (PCCC) at PO Box 
187, Carmel, NY 10512. No donation too 
small. 100% of the donation goes directly 
to the children of Putnam County.
Wednesdays

Craft Time for Preschoolers at the 
Brewster Public Library, from 11 a.m.-
11:45 a.m. January 18-March 8.  Children 
ages 3-5 and their caregivers are invited 
to make a creative seasonal or holiday 
related craft.  Some crafts may be messy; 
please dress accordingly. Registration 
is required.  For more information call 
845-279-6421 or visit http://tinyurl.com/
zjbkyjf.  
Tuesday, January 10 

News Literacy Workshop at the 
Desmond-Fish Library. 6:30 p.m.  The 
Desmond-Fish Library will be holding 
a lecture/workshop “That Looks Real 
FAKE to Me” on the pitfalls of fake news 
and misinformation on social media and 
websites.  Presented by Andrew Revkin 
and Pam McCluskey, the workshop 
will cover the viral spread of fake news 
in social media and its impact on how 
we navigate the onlineinformation 
environment.  Participants will learn how 

to spot fake information and distinguish 
fact from fiction before hitting the share 
button.  This program is free and open to 
the public. No pre-registration required. 
The Desmond-Fish Library is located 
at the corner of Routes 403 and 9D in 
Garrison.  For information about this 
and other library programs, please visit 
desmondfishlibrary.org.

Learn Why the Great Swamp is SO 
Great at the Kent. 7 p.m.   (The snow date 
will be the following night, Wednesday 
January 11 at 7 p.m.) The Friends of the 
Great Swamp. FrOGS is an all-volunteer 
non-profit organization that works to 
preserve and protect the Great Swamp 
watershed through research, education 
and conservation.   Registration is 
required.  You may register for the 
program by going to www.kentlibrary.
org or calling the Kent Public Library at 
845-225-8585.  The library is located at 17 
Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes. 
Wednesday, January 11

Movie Matinee: Sully Patterson 
Library, 1167 Rte. 311 Patterson.  1 p.m.  
Warm up with a good movie as we present 
Sully on our big screen. Based on the 
true story of Chesley Sullenberger, the 
pilot who became a hero after landing his 
damaged plane on the Hudson River. This 
riveting drama will keep you on the edge 
of your seat. Starring Tom Hanks, Aaron 
Eckhart, and Laura Linney. Rated PG-13 
for some peril and brief strong language. 
Free program. For more information, visit 
us online at www.pattersonlibrary.org and 
click on calendar or call 845-878-6121 x10.
Friday, January 13 

Teen Jewelry Making Create vibrant, 

unique pieces of jewelry in this two-
week class:  5 p.m. Creations range from 
personalized charm bracelets and earrings 
to wrap-around rings and clay pendants. 
While a variety of traditional beads will 
be used, unconventional materials like 
patterned paper and even safety pins 
may also be used and transformed into 
wearable art!  For ages 12+, registration 
required. For more information or to 
register contact the Patterson Library 
at 845-878-6121 x10 or go to www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click Calendar.
Sunday, January 15 

21st Annual Martin Luther King Day 
celebrations: Potluck and speaker program 
on the topic of Mass Incarceration in the 
Hudson Valley.  6 p.m. with a Family 
Celebration with stories and music on 
Monday, January 16th at 10:30 a.m. 
Speaker Event - The Sunday evening 
program will begin at 6 p.m. on the 15th 
with the annual potluck supper followed 
by a 6:30 p.m. talk with Katherine Vockins 
and Charles Moore who will speak about 
their work in Hudson Valley prisons 
through Rehabilitation through the Arts.  
Ms. Vockins is founder and Executive 
Director of Rehabilitation through the 
Arts and Mr. Moore is the Program & 
Alumni Coordinator. Prison activist 
and writer, James O’Barr will introduce 
the program.  The Library’s MLK Day 
programs are free and open to the public 
thanks to the generous support from 
the Friends of Desmond-Fish Library. 
The Desmond-Fish Library is located at 
472 Route 403 (at the corner of 9D) in 
Garrison. For more information about 
any of the library’s upcoming programs, 
please visit www.desmondfishlibrary.org

Think Tank at Boscobel: 3 p.m. – 4 
p.m.  House and Gardens, 1601 NY-
9D, Garrison. House and Gardens has 
been selected as the host and case study 
for a January Think Tank on increasing 
audience engagement.  The event’s co-
host is the Chipstone Foundation of 
Milwaukee, a preeminent advocate for 

innovation in decorative arts scholarship 
and interpretation.  Public lecture by 
artist Beth Lipman titled, the lecture and 
reception are free and open to the public; 
reservations are required and can be 
made online at Boscobel.org. For more 
information, visit Boscobel.org or call 
845-265-3638.
Tuesday, January 17 

Early Literacy Program Registration - 
In-Person & On-Line:  10 a.m.  In-Person 
and On-Line Registration for winter. 2017 
Early Literacy Programs at the Mahopac 
Public Library.  All programs are designed 
to develop listening, thinking, language, 
imagination and social skills, plus, it’s 
a great way to meet other parents! All 
programs are intended to encourage a 
love of reading and foster a life-long desire 
to learn. You are encouraged to make use 
of a variety of books, kits and parenting 
materials available for loan at Mahopac 
Public Library. Register for one program 
per child. Programs begin the week of 
January 23. https://mahopaclibrary.org/

Steps to Financial Freedom:  Patterson 
Library, 1167 Rte. 311 Patterson.  1 
p.m. Chris Dlugozima from GreenPath 
Financial Wellness will show you how to 
improve your budget and credit to help 
you reach your financial goals. Topics will 
include credit reports, debt management, 
money management, investing and 
retirement. Whether you’re just starting 
out or trying to rebound from earlier 
mistakes, you will leave with info to get 
you on track. Free program. For more 
information, visit us online at www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click on calendar 
or call 845-878-6121 x10.
Thursday, January 19 

Join special guests, Miss Lappe, from 
JFK Elementary School and her therapy 
dog, Dakota for a special evening.  6 p.m.-
6:45 p.m. at the Brewster Public Library. 
All ages are welcome. Registration is 
requested. For more info call (845) 279-
6421 or visit http://tinyurl.com/zzthvpt.

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) of Putnam County is preparing for the 21st 
Annual Putnam County Youth Forum to be held on Monday April 3rd at Clearpool 
Education Center in Carmel.   This day-long event hosts approximately 150 high 
school students, grades 9 through 12, representing every high school in Putnam 
County including: Brewster, Carmel, Haldane, Mahopac, and Putnam Valley.  
Transportation to the Youth Forum will be provided by each participating school 
district.  The forum is a ‘youth driven’ event, planned by youth for youth.  

A Youth Planning Committee is now being formed to help organize and facilitate 
this event.  After discussion and consensus, the Planning Committee will choose 
workshops that they think will be of interest to their peers, the students will then 
propose names of facilitators that they believe would be appropriate for that class.   
Topics in previous years have included ‘If You Really Knew Me’, It’s All About the 
Money’, ‘Don’t Stress – It’s Only College!’, ‘Is it Just Me?’, ‘Relationships’ and many 
others.  The planning committee members will also take an active role during the 
Youth Forum itself.

The Planning Committee will comprise a small number of student volunteers 
representing each of the Putnam County High Schools. The 8-week Planning 
Committee meetings will be held at the Cornell Cooperative Extension office in 
Brewster, January 18 to April 2nd, 6:30 pm to 8 p.m.  All High School students 
who are interested in being part of the Planning Committee please call Cornell 
Cooperative Extension at 845-278-6738.  Additional information can be found on 
our website at http://putnam.cce.cornell.edu.

Youth Forum Planning 
Comm. Seeking Members
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49

  January 10 - January 16, 2017                                                                                                        SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                                                                                                    SPORTS SECTION

Haldane F Kyle Sussmeier had the funky hair thing going on and fashioned six fourth-quarter points, but it wasn’t enough for the two-time defending Section 1 Class C champion Blue Devils, who failed to guard 
the perimeter in a 65-55 loss to league rival North Salem, which looked the part of  a Class C title contender last Sunday in the 10th annual Putnam Challenge... see Boys Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Haldane 
Denied by 
North Salem 
in Putnam 
Challenge

Kyle 
Style!
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Somers Sitting Pretty Among Class A Title Contenders
By Tony Pinciaro & Ray Gallagher

Even though his SOMERS 
team played in the Slam Dunk 
Tournament and finished second, 
coach Marc Hattem rewarded his 
team.

“We were able to get some rest 
after the Slam Dunk, which I think 
was great for the team,” Hattem 
said.

Hattem did this knowing his team 
would return from the Christmas 
break to play league rivals WALTER 
PANAS and LAKELAND.

“Going into those two games 
we knew they would be extremely 
tough because Panas and Lakeland 
are very good, tough squads,” 
Hattem said. “Plus, any time you 
play league games everyone knows 
each other’s tendencies.”

It was state-ranked (No.11) 
Somers who may have known a 
little more than it would let on as 
the Tuskers opened the week with a 
49-39 victory over Panas (8-3), then 
followed it up with a 46-35 triumph 
of a two-loss Lakeland team (7-2).

Tusker G Hannah Angelini led 
the way against Panas with 17 
points and Dani DiCintio and Liv 
Lipski each connected on four 
three-pointers apiece.

Jackie Penzo finished with a 
game-high 17 points and Angelini added 
13 points against Lakeland as the Tuskers 
improved to 7-4 and look very much like 
a team that might compete for the Class A 
Section 1 title in early March. In their last 
four games, the Tuskers have not allowed 
an opponent to surpass 40 points.

“We knew that we were in for a battle, 
and we were, against Panas and Lakeland,” 
Hattem said. “We have to play them again 
and we better bring our A game.”

OSSINING senior guard Andra 
Espinoza-Hunter continued her scoring 
tear with 52 points in an 84-55 win over 
Fox Lane, raising the state-ranked (No.6) 

Pride’s record to 8-2.
Ossining Coach Dan Ricci noted that it 

was Espinoza-Hunter’s second consecutive 
50-plus-points game and third in the last 
six game. The UConn-bound Espinoza-
Hunter, who is averaging 42.5 points per 
game, also finished with 12 rebounds, 
eight steals and three assists.

“Andra has been playing at a very high 
level since returning to Ossining,” Ricci 
said. “She has a tremendous work ethic 
and has added much needed leadership to 
our team.” 

Wing Kelsey Quain added 12 points 
and G Jaida Strippoli finished with seven 
points, 11 assists and four steals for the 

four-time defending NYS champion Pride, 
who remain the Class AA favorites. C 
Kailah Harris contributed six points, five 
rebounds, three steals and two assists as 
Ossining raced out to a 14-point lead after 
the first quarter.

Ossining will face perennial Rockland 
County-power North Rockland, Tuesday. 
The Pride will have the remainder of the 
week free of games before playing Mary 
Louis Academy (Queens), Monday, in 
the Rose Classic at Nazareth High School 
(Brooklyn).

“Mary Lewis is the favorite to win the 
CHSAA this year,” Ricci said. “There are 
three days of games at the Rose Classic. It 
is a college showcase. I decided to bring 
our team there to be tested against the 
best.”

LAKELAND split a pair of games as the 
Hornets beat John Jay-Cross River, 46-26, 
but dropped a 46-35 verdict to Somers.

Colleen Walsh led Lakeland with 17 
points against John Jay and Jess Ascencao 
added nine points and 12 rebounds.

“The girls played with high energy the 
whole game and played great defense,” 
said Lakeland coach Miranda Lustig of 
the victory. “The Somers’ game was a well-
fought game. We played tough defense and 
did a great job on their shooters, but we 
just couldn’t get it going on offense. And 
Penza had a great game for them.”

Colleen Walsh finished with eight 
points and nine rebounds for the Hornets, 
now 7-2 this season. Kelsey Walsh and 
Ascencao each had seven points.

MAHOPAC defeated archrival 

CARMEL, 41-26, to move within a game 
of .500 (4-5), behind 12 points from 
Claire Felix and nine points from Zina 
McInerney.

Mahopac led 16-11 at the half, but took 
control of the game in the third quarter, 
outscoring the Rams, 12-5.

“I felt we played well defensively, 
turning turnovers into points which, we 
haven't been doing well enough,” Mahopac 
coach Chuck Scozzafava said. “On offense, 
we did a good job of moving the ball and 
finding the open person.”

Maria Mazzini led Carmel with 10 
points. 

BREWSTER resumed action Friday, but 
it was Panas that came away with a 46-41 
victory.

“It was a very tight game from start to 
finish and we had to battle through foul 
trouble,” Brewster coach Mike Castaldo 
said. “The girls did a great job of fighting 
back into the game late into the third 
quarter, cutting their lead to two. However, 
we only scored four points in the final 
frame and Panas did a great job of not 
giving us anything easy.”

Julia Borsari paced Brewster (5-7) with 
16 points and 10 rebounds. Brewster, now 
5-6 this season, will face Lakeland and 
John Jay-Cross River this week.

HENDRICK HUDSON played one 
game and it was a 68-43 loss to perennial 
Class AA power and sectional finalist, Our 
Lady of Lourdes. Hen Hud is now 6-2 this 
season.

The Sailors (6-2) trailed by four at the 
half, 35-31, but the Warriors outscored 
Hen Hud, 21-7 in the third quarter.

Maria Scalf and Kamryn Sherman led 
Hen Hud with 12 points apiece. Jaelynn 
Smith finished with nine assists and three 
steals and Taylor Prokopiak added six 
points and five rebounds.

Hen Hud has a tough week as the 
Sailors played Yorktown Monday, 
before facing Pearl River Tuesday and  
Peekskill Thursday.

THE SHRUB OAK ATHLETIC CLUB
SOFTBALL/BASEBALL:

Softball Ages 5-16 Years Old $140 
Baseball Ages 5-17 Years Old $140
Girls Volleyball: Grades 3-12 $110

Registration: COPPER BEECH MIDDLE SCHOOL CAFETERIA
Saturday, January 21st 9am-2pm
Tuesday, January 24th 7pm-9pm

Saturday, January 28th 9am-12pm
If January 21st or 28th cancelled because of snow

Makeup will be Saturday Feb. 4th 9am-12pm
For More Information Call: 914-962-7099 (Leave Message) or

ShrubOakAC.org

Somers G Jackie Penzo and the Tuskers are 
among the legit Class A title contenders this 
season.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Yorktown’s Alyssa Francese and Huskers (4-3) have an 
extremely busy week of  action coming with six games 
between Monday and Saturday, including the Huskers’ 
Budries Tournament.

Putnam Valley freshman Kelli Venezia and Tigers 
have exceeded expectations with a solid 6-4 start.

Putnam Challenge Proves Unkind to Putnam Teams, Who Go 1-3
Mahopac Knocks off John Jay CR; PV, Haldane, Brewster Fall
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

The 10th annual Putnam Challenge was 
supposed to run from 10 a.m. to about 10 
p.m. last Saturday but the snow stopped 
the show after two of the six games, and 
when play resumed on Sunday five of the 
six games were contested and the  IAABO 
Board 161 had done its part to raise some 
scholarship funds for some needy students 
while providing an outlet for competition. 
Kuddos to a pack of referees who truly 
care about their community for doing so.

Host Carmel’s game against Croton was 
cancelled, leaving a one-win Mahopac 
team as the lone Putnam County club 
to win as Brewster was knocked off by 
Arlington, Haldane was defeated by North 
Salem and Putnam Valley lost in double 
OT to Dobbs Ferry.

It was indeed a sign of the times in 
Putnam County, as basketball has dipped 
significantly this season after what many 

considered the finest run in history from 
2011 to 2016 when Mahopac (four straight 
Class AA Finals 4s and a championship 
appearance from 2011-14), Putnam Valley 
(four-straight Class B Final 4’s and two 
championship appearances from 2013-
2016) and Haldane (back-to-back Section 
1 Class C titles 2015-16) were representing 
like few before ever have.

In fact, most local coaches will admit 
that basketball is down overall in Section 
1 after a terrific run; all things being 
cyclical, it was bound to happen.
CLASS A

There were a slew of big games this week 
and some real indicators to signal 'the 
haves from the have nots', perhaps none 
bigger than HEN HUD's 55-52 overtime 
triumph of Lourdes and a beatdown the 
Sailors put on Sleepy Hollow.

Host Hen Hud (6-2, 2-0) saw Mekhi 
Gray go for 14 points and Thomas 
Maloney added a dozen as the Sailors' 
balance outlasted the Warrior duo of 
James Anozie (game-high 25 points) and 
Kevin Townes (16).

"I really loved our grit tonight," Hen 
Hud skipper Jordan Hirsch said after the 

Lourdes win. "It was a grind-it-out game 
against a very talented team."

The Sailors followed up that effort with 
another solid performance against Sleepy 
Hollow, which proved to be no match for 
the Sailors in a 63-48 win. Point guard 
Dylan Fraser was special, dropping 19 
points, all in second half, as the Sailors 
defeated a League II-E rival and now sits 
alone atop the division.

Time to get the Sailors on your radar or 
be sunk at sea…

In a game of many runs, SOMERS 
outlasted PANAS, 46-34. Somers (6-3) 
swingman Lorenzo Bicknese came off the 
bench to do what he does better than any 
Tusker in a uniform this season: Score! 
The junior led all scorers with 19 points 
and brings energy to the floor. Panas (5-

5) senior Brandon Hodge was as crafty as 
anyone on the floor, going for 18 points, 
four rebounds, four assists and two steals 
for the Panthers, who couldn’t keep up in 
the fourth and pivotal frame. The Panther 
did, however, recover on Friday in a 50-28 
romp of Brewster behind 16 points from 
G Stephan Reyes.

The Tuskers followed that up with 
another solid road win at Lakeland, 
defeating the struggling Hornets (2-7) by 
a 57-48 count… 

Yorktown’s Solomon Barer is met bead on by Ossining’s Kahseem Trotter in Huskers’ win over Pride.

Panas G Brandon Hodge takes flight in Panther 
loss to Somers last Wednesday.

Somers junior Lorenzo Bicknese does damage in 
Tusker win over Panas last Wednesday.

Haldane C Blaine Fitzgerald goes baseline in loss 
to North Salem Sunday at Putnam Challenge.

RAY GALLAGHER/RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS

continued on next page
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Somers Sitting Pretty Among Class A Title Contenders
By Tony Pinciaro & Ray Gallagher

Even though his SOMERS 
team played in the Slam Dunk 
Tournament and finished second, 
coach Marc Hattem rewarded his 
team.

“We were able to get some rest 
after the Slam Dunk, which I think 
was great for the team,” Hattem 
said.

Hattem did this knowing his team 
would return from the Christmas 
break to play league rivals WALTER 
PANAS and LAKELAND.

“Going into those two games 
we knew they would be extremely 
tough because Panas and Lakeland 
are very good, tough squads,” 
Hattem said. “Plus, any time you 
play league games everyone knows 
each other’s tendencies.”

It was state-ranked (No.11) 
Somers who may have known a 
little more than it would let on as 
the Tuskers opened the week with a 
49-39 victory over Panas (8-3), then 
followed it up with a 46-35 triumph 
of a two-loss Lakeland team (7-2).

Tusker G Hannah Angelini led 
the way against Panas with 17 
points and Dani DiCintio and Liv 
Lipski each connected on four 
three-pointers apiece.

Jackie Penzo finished with a 
game-high 17 points and Angelini added 
13 points against Lakeland as the Tuskers 
improved to 7-4 and look very much like 
a team that might compete for the Class A 
Section 1 title in early March. In their last 
four games, the Tuskers have not allowed 
an opponent to surpass 40 points.

“We knew that we were in for a battle, 
and we were, against Panas and Lakeland,” 
Hattem said. “We have to play them again 
and we better bring our A game.”

OSSINING senior guard Andra 
Espinoza-Hunter continued her scoring 
tear with 52 points in an 84-55 win over 
Fox Lane, raising the state-ranked (No.6) 

Pride’s record to 8-2.
Ossining Coach Dan Ricci noted that it 

was Espinoza-Hunter’s second consecutive 
50-plus-points game and third in the last 
six game. The UConn-bound Espinoza-
Hunter, who is averaging 42.5 points per 
game, also finished with 12 rebounds, 
eight steals and three assists.

“Andra has been playing at a very high 
level since returning to Ossining,” Ricci 
said. “She has a tremendous work ethic 
and has added much needed leadership to 
our team.” 

Wing Kelsey Quain added 12 points 
and G Jaida Strippoli finished with seven 
points, 11 assists and four steals for the 

four-time defending NYS champion Pride, 
who remain the Class AA favorites. C 
Kailah Harris contributed six points, five 
rebounds, three steals and two assists as 
Ossining raced out to a 14-point lead after 
the first quarter.

Ossining will face perennial Rockland 
County-power North Rockland, Tuesday. 
The Pride will have the remainder of the 
week free of games before playing Mary 
Louis Academy (Queens), Monday, in 
the Rose Classic at Nazareth High School 
(Brooklyn).

“Mary Lewis is the favorite to win the 
CHSAA this year,” Ricci said. “There are 
three days of games at the Rose Classic. It 
is a college showcase. I decided to bring 
our team there to be tested against the 
best.”

LAKELAND split a pair of games as the 
Hornets beat John Jay-Cross River, 46-26, 
but dropped a 46-35 verdict to Somers.

Colleen Walsh led Lakeland with 17 
points against John Jay and Jess Ascencao 
added nine points and 12 rebounds.

“The girls played with high energy the 
whole game and played great defense,” 
said Lakeland coach Miranda Lustig of 
the victory. “The Somers’ game was a well-
fought game. We played tough defense and 
did a great job on their shooters, but we 
just couldn’t get it going on offense. And 
Penza had a great game for them.”

Colleen Walsh finished with eight 
points and nine rebounds for the Hornets, 
now 7-2 this season. Kelsey Walsh and 
Ascencao each had seven points.

MAHOPAC defeated archrival 

CARMEL, 41-26, to move within a game 
of .500 (4-5), behind 12 points from 
Claire Felix and nine points from Zina 
McInerney.

Mahopac led 16-11 at the half, but took 
control of the game in the third quarter, 
outscoring the Rams, 12-5.

“I felt we played well defensively, 
turning turnovers into points which, we 
haven't been doing well enough,” Mahopac 
coach Chuck Scozzafava said. “On offense, 
we did a good job of moving the ball and 
finding the open person.”

Maria Mazzini led Carmel with 10 
points. 

BREWSTER resumed action Friday, but 
it was Panas that came away with a 46-41 
victory.

“It was a very tight game from start to 
finish and we had to battle through foul 
trouble,” Brewster coach Mike Castaldo 
said. “The girls did a great job of fighting 
back into the game late into the third 
quarter, cutting their lead to two. However, 
we only scored four points in the final 
frame and Panas did a great job of not 
giving us anything easy.”

Julia Borsari paced Brewster (5-7) with 
16 points and 10 rebounds. Brewster, now 
5-6 this season, will face Lakeland and 
John Jay-Cross River this week.

HENDRICK HUDSON played one 
game and it was a 68-43 loss to perennial 
Class AA power and sectional finalist, Our 
Lady of Lourdes. Hen Hud is now 6-2 this 
season.

The Sailors (6-2) trailed by four at the 
half, 35-31, but the Warriors outscored 
Hen Hud, 21-7 in the third quarter.

Maria Scalf and Kamryn Sherman led 
Hen Hud with 12 points apiece. Jaelynn 
Smith finished with nine assists and three 
steals and Taylor Prokopiak added six 
points and five rebounds.

Hen Hud has a tough week as the 
Sailors played Yorktown Monday, 
before facing Pearl River Tuesday and  
Peekskill Thursday.

THE SHRUB OAK ATHLETIC CLUB
SOFTBALL/BASEBALL:

Softball Ages 5-16 Years Old $140 
Baseball Ages 5-17 Years Old $140
Girls Volleyball: Grades 3-12 $110

Registration: COPPER BEECH MIDDLE SCHOOL CAFETERIA
Saturday, January 21st 9am-2pm
Tuesday, January 24th 7pm-9pm

Saturday, January 28th 9am-12pm
If January 21st or 28th cancelled because of snow

Makeup will be Saturday Feb. 4th 9am-12pm
For More Information Call: 914-962-7099 (Leave Message) or

ShrubOakAC.org

Somers G Jackie Penzo and the Tuskers are 
among the legit Class A title contenders this 
season.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Yorktown’s Alyssa Francese and Huskers (4-3) have an 
extremely busy week of  action coming with six games 
between Monday and Saturday, including the Huskers’ 
Budries Tournament.

Putnam Valley freshman Kelli Venezia and Tigers 
have exceeded expectations with a solid 6-4 start.

Putnam Challenge Proves Unkind to Putnam Teams, Who Go 1-3
Mahopac Knocks off John Jay CR; PV, Haldane, Brewster Fall
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

The 10th annual Putnam Challenge was 
supposed to run from 10 a.m. to about 10 
p.m. last Saturday but the snow stopped 
the show after two of the six games, and 
when play resumed on Sunday five of the 
six games were contested and the  IAABO 
Board 161 had done its part to raise some 
scholarship funds for some needy students 
while providing an outlet for competition. 
Kuddos to a pack of referees who truly 
care about their community for doing so.

Host Carmel’s game against Croton was 
cancelled, leaving a one-win Mahopac 
team as the lone Putnam County club 
to win as Brewster was knocked off by 
Arlington, Haldane was defeated by North 
Salem and Putnam Valley lost in double 
OT to Dobbs Ferry.

It was indeed a sign of the times in 
Putnam County, as basketball has dipped 
significantly this season after what many 

considered the finest run in history from 
2011 to 2016 when Mahopac (four straight 
Class AA Finals 4s and a championship 
appearance from 2011-14), Putnam Valley 
(four-straight Class B Final 4’s and two 
championship appearances from 2013-
2016) and Haldane (back-to-back Section 
1 Class C titles 2015-16) were representing 
like few before ever have.

In fact, most local coaches will admit 
that basketball is down overall in Section 
1 after a terrific run; all things being 
cyclical, it was bound to happen.
CLASS A

There were a slew of big games this week 
and some real indicators to signal 'the 
haves from the have nots', perhaps none 
bigger than HEN HUD's 55-52 overtime 
triumph of Lourdes and a beatdown the 
Sailors put on Sleepy Hollow.

Host Hen Hud (6-2, 2-0) saw Mekhi 
Gray go for 14 points and Thomas 
Maloney added a dozen as the Sailors' 
balance outlasted the Warrior duo of 
James Anozie (game-high 25 points) and 
Kevin Townes (16).

"I really loved our grit tonight," Hen 
Hud skipper Jordan Hirsch said after the 

Lourdes win. "It was a grind-it-out game 
against a very talented team."

The Sailors followed up that effort with 
another solid performance against Sleepy 
Hollow, which proved to be no match for 
the Sailors in a 63-48 win. Point guard 
Dylan Fraser was special, dropping 19 
points, all in second half, as the Sailors 
defeated a League II-E rival and now sits 
alone atop the division.

Time to get the Sailors on your radar or 
be sunk at sea…

In a game of many runs, SOMERS 
outlasted PANAS, 46-34. Somers (6-3) 
swingman Lorenzo Bicknese came off the 
bench to do what he does better than any 
Tusker in a uniform this season: Score! 
The junior led all scorers with 19 points 
and brings energy to the floor. Panas (5-

5) senior Brandon Hodge was as crafty as 
anyone on the floor, going for 18 points, 
four rebounds, four assists and two steals 
for the Panthers, who couldn’t keep up in 
the fourth and pivotal frame. The Panther 
did, however, recover on Friday in a 50-28 
romp of Brewster behind 16 points from 
G Stephan Reyes.

The Tuskers followed that up with 
another solid road win at Lakeland, 
defeating the struggling Hornets (2-7) by 
a 57-48 count… 

Yorktown’s Solomon Barer is met bead on by Ossining’s Kahseem Trotter in Huskers’ win over Pride.

Panas G Brandon Hodge takes flight in Panther 
loss to Somers last Wednesday.

Somers junior Lorenzo Bicknese does damage in 
Tusker win over Panas last Wednesday.

Haldane C Blaine Fitzgerald goes baseline in loss 
to North Salem Sunday at Putnam Challenge.

RAY GALLAGHER/RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS
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PEEKSKILL’s 68-66 win over Beacon 
continued the Red Devs’ ascension from 
the dead, which is where they were last 
season. This 7-3 start, bolstered by a recent 
forfeit win from Beacon, is a big deal, but 
if Peekskill finishes with anything less than 
10 wins now, it’ll be another lost season. 
It’s not how you start, but how you finish 
that matters in the land that produces 
Elton Brands, Mookie Jones’ and Hilton 
Armstrongs. Swingman CJ Redd (22 
points) and G Shion Darby (18) rallied 
Peekskill to a win in which the Red Devils 
had a significant lead they squandered, 
only to retake. Unfortunately, Peekskill 
could not match up with Lourdes in 
Friday’s 78-56 loss, which kind of throws 
some shade on all the brightness coming 
out of Peeky…

BREWSTER lost its Putnam Challenge 
game on Saturday, falling hard to 
Arlington, 61-31. Cameron Hart and 
Kevin Stefanick came off the bench and 
played well for the Bears, losers in four 
of the last five. Brewster (2-5) need to get 

right quickly and the upcoming schedule 
(Lakeland, John Jay CR) says they can 
be 4-5 if they get after it before they see 
Somers on the 18th of Jan…
CLASS AA

YORKTOWN (7-0) continued to look 
like the team to beat in League I-D this 
season after a 45-32 win over visiting 
OSSINING, who had little by way of 
stopping Husker F Tanner Dyslin. The 
senior stroked a game-high 18 points while 
hauling in seven rebounds and dishing 
four assists in a well-rounded effort. 
Husker G Sol Barer had another superb 
effort with 11 points, eight rebounds and 
five assists. At this point, it would not be 

beyond the realm of possibility to consider 
the Huskers as a legit Final 4 contender. 
Ossining, still struggling to find its niche, 
was led Kasheem Trotter’s 12 points…

What’s going on at MAHOPAC? After 
winning the season opener at CARMEL, 
the Indians (2-8) have dropped eight 
straight, including a 62-49 loss to RCK 

(3-6); hardly a 
Section 1 juggernaut. 
Pac C/F Ryan 
Dugan returned to 
the lineup after a 
prolonged absence 
to score eight points, 
but it wasn’t enough 
in what is shaping 
up as a sub-par 
campaign that the 
Indians hope to turn 
around in the second 
half. Mahopac got 
off on the right foot 
in Sunday’s 49-39 
win over John Jay 
CR, getting 18 points 
from point guard 
Andrew Ryan, who 
sat most of the first 
half in foul trouble. 
The senior dropped 
12 points in the 
pivotal fourth.

“Andrew got going 
tonight in what we 
considered a must win,” Mahopac boss 
Mike Simone said. “Mike Cazzari has 
been solid and Ryan Dugan has been a big 
lift since his return. He can do a lot for us.”

The entire unit needs to come together 
before the Indians are denied an 
outbracket attempt at making the Class 
AA playoffs…

 
CLASS B

PUT VALLEY is taking the necessary 
baby steps a team in rebuild mode must 
take in order to get back to where it expects 
to be. After four-straight Section 1 Final 4 
appearances and a pair of championship 
appearances, Coach Mike McDonnell’s 

Ossining’s Richard Bautista tries to stop 
Yorktown’s Matt Severino from going baseline in 
Huskers’ win over Pride.

Yorktown G Marc Spinelli gets a good look at rim 
despite effort from Ossining’s Richard Bautista in 
Husker win over Pride.

Yorktown F Tanner Dyslin powers his way to rim in undefeated Huskers’ win 
over Ossining.

Mahopac F Shane Loose battle for possession in Indians’ win over John Jay 
CR in Putnam Challenge Sunday.

Mahopac G Michael Cazzari has given the Indians a lift in recent games and did 
so again in Sunday’s Putnam Challenge win.

Tigers (3-7) will be hard-pressed to make 
it five by late Feb. That said, sophomore TJ 
Brescia has shown substantial growth last 
week, including a pair of monster efforts 
against Riverside and Pawling, a pair of 
much-needed. While neither of those 
team are world beaters, Brescia ate up 
Pawling for 19 points and 12 boards and 
stroked a career-high 25 against Riverside 
while getting an All-Tourney nod at the 
Hastings Tournament. J.V. call-up Austin 
Fabiano, another soph in the PV lineup, 
was quick to make an impact, draining 
10 points and dishing five assists against 
Pawling.

Up next for PV is a very tough stretch 
of games against League III-E foes 
HALDANE (5-5) and North Salem (7-1). 

Haldane would love nothing more than 
to put the hurt to its neighboring rival, 
making this all the more riveting…

CROTON’s 45-27 loss to Westlake 
was a stark reminder that the Tigers (6-
2) still have a lot of work to do if they  
want to make hay in Class B…
CLASS C 

North Salem sank nine 3’s in its 65-
55 win over HALDANE in the Putnam 
Challenge where the Blue Devils lacked 

intensity, failed to guard 
the perimeter and left 
with work to do as 
the defending Class C 
champs if they want 
to get back to County 
Center, much less three-
repeat. Nick Dipoli 
scored 16 points for the 
Blue Devils (5-5) and 
Aidan Siegal added 15. 
Blaine Fitzgerald was 

held to just six points and the Blue Devils 
won’t win many games with that kind of 
production from the 6’7” center… 
PUTNAM/NWE FAB FIVE HOOPS POLL

No.1 YORKTOWN – Class AA 
Huskers (6-0) would be the No.1 seed in 
the tourney if the playoffs began today; 
yeah, we saw that coming. 

No.2 HEN HUD – Class A Sailors (4-
2) are a grizzled, athletic unit that go 9-10 

deep on most nights, 
so stamina should 
not be an issue Coach 
Hirsch will deal with. 
And the best part is: It 
always seems as if it’s 
a different guy every 
night making the 
main contributions; 
bodes well. 

No.3 SOMERS – 
Class A Tuskers (6-
3) appear to be so 
much better when 
junior swingman 
Lorenzo Bicknese is 
on the floor, spraying 
3’s from the corners/
wings. I reckon Coach 
D brings him off the 
bench for instant 
energy but I’d start 
him and play him 28 
or more.

No.4 PEEKSKILL 
– Class A Red Devils 

(7-3) still looked the part of a potential 
playoff team that might be able to get on 
a little post season run after outlasting 
feisty Beacon before falling to Lourdes.

No.5 PANAS – Class A Panas (4-4) has 
a very impressive player in Hodge, who 
dazzled against Somers. Funny thing is 
#PanasNation took the day off (very few 
fans in attendance) and nobody really got 
to see this junior snapping ankles and 
what not.

HM CROTON – Class B Tigers (6-2) 
cruised over the minor speed bumps in 
their schedule but Westlake was the first 
of many pot holes that could lie in the 
difficult road ahead.

Haldane senior Marco Scanga powers up in the paint 
in Blue Devils’ Putnam Challenge loss to North Salem.

Mahopac F Joe Lilley locks into battle with Jay’s Aaron 
Cruz in Indians’ Putnam Challenge win Sunday.

Haldane G Nick Dipalo attacks rack in Blue Devils’ loss to North Salem 
in 10th annual Putnam Challenge Sunday at Carmel.

Mahopac Goes 
Pink in the 

Rink, Raises 
Awareness

The Mahopac hockey team 
beat Carmel 8-4 last Friday and 
raised $1500 for two charities 
@CommunityCares & @
LFPancreaticCan to help the fight 
against cancer.

continued on next page
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PEEKSKILL’s 68-66 win over Beacon 
continued the Red Devs’ ascension from 
the dead, which is where they were last 
season. This 7-3 start, bolstered by a recent 
forfeit win from Beacon, is a big deal, but 
if Peekskill finishes with anything less than 
10 wins now, it’ll be another lost season. 
It’s not how you start, but how you finish 
that matters in the land that produces 
Elton Brands, Mookie Jones’ and Hilton 
Armstrongs. Swingman CJ Redd (22 
points) and G Shion Darby (18) rallied 
Peekskill to a win in which the Red Devils 
had a significant lead they squandered, 
only to retake. Unfortunately, Peekskill 
could not match up with Lourdes in 
Friday’s 78-56 loss, which kind of throws 
some shade on all the brightness coming 
out of Peeky…

BREWSTER lost its Putnam Challenge 
game on Saturday, falling hard to 
Arlington, 61-31. Cameron Hart and 
Kevin Stefanick came off the bench and 
played well for the Bears, losers in four 
of the last five. Brewster (2-5) need to get 

right quickly and the upcoming schedule 
(Lakeland, John Jay CR) says they can 
be 4-5 if they get after it before they see 
Somers on the 18th of Jan…
CLASS AA

YORKTOWN (7-0) continued to look 
like the team to beat in League I-D this 
season after a 45-32 win over visiting 
OSSINING, who had little by way of 
stopping Husker F Tanner Dyslin. The 
senior stroked a game-high 18 points while 
hauling in seven rebounds and dishing 
four assists in a well-rounded effort. 
Husker G Sol Barer had another superb 
effort with 11 points, eight rebounds and 
five assists. At this point, it would not be 

beyond the realm of possibility to consider 
the Huskers as a legit Final 4 contender. 
Ossining, still struggling to find its niche, 
was led Kasheem Trotter’s 12 points…

What’s going on at MAHOPAC? After 
winning the season opener at CARMEL, 
the Indians (2-8) have dropped eight 
straight, including a 62-49 loss to RCK 

(3-6); hardly a 
Section 1 juggernaut. 
Pac C/F Ryan 
Dugan returned to 
the lineup after a 
prolonged absence 
to score eight points, 
but it wasn’t enough 
in what is shaping 
up as a sub-par 
campaign that the 
Indians hope to turn 
around in the second 
half. Mahopac got 
off on the right foot 
in Sunday’s 49-39 
win over John Jay 
CR, getting 18 points 
from point guard 
Andrew Ryan, who 
sat most of the first 
half in foul trouble. 
The senior dropped 
12 points in the 
pivotal fourth.

“Andrew got going 
tonight in what we 
considered a must win,” Mahopac boss 
Mike Simone said. “Mike Cazzari has 
been solid and Ryan Dugan has been a big 
lift since his return. He can do a lot for us.”

The entire unit needs to come together 
before the Indians are denied an 
outbracket attempt at making the Class 
AA playoffs…

 
CLASS B

PUT VALLEY is taking the necessary 
baby steps a team in rebuild mode must 
take in order to get back to where it expects 
to be. After four-straight Section 1 Final 4 
appearances and a pair of championship 
appearances, Coach Mike McDonnell’s 

Ossining’s Richard Bautista tries to stop 
Yorktown’s Matt Severino from going baseline in 
Huskers’ win over Pride.

Yorktown G Marc Spinelli gets a good look at rim 
despite effort from Ossining’s Richard Bautista in 
Husker win over Pride.

Yorktown F Tanner Dyslin powers his way to rim in undefeated Huskers’ win 
over Ossining.

Mahopac F Shane Loose battle for possession in Indians’ win over John Jay 
CR in Putnam Challenge Sunday.

Mahopac G Michael Cazzari has given the Indians a lift in recent games and did 
so again in Sunday’s Putnam Challenge win.

Tigers (3-7) will be hard-pressed to make 
it five by late Feb. That said, sophomore TJ 
Brescia has shown substantial growth last 
week, including a pair of monster efforts 
against Riverside and Pawling, a pair of 
much-needed. While neither of those 
team are world beaters, Brescia ate up 
Pawling for 19 points and 12 boards and 
stroked a career-high 25 against Riverside 
while getting an All-Tourney nod at the 
Hastings Tournament. J.V. call-up Austin 
Fabiano, another soph in the PV lineup, 
was quick to make an impact, draining 
10 points and dishing five assists against 
Pawling.

Up next for PV is a very tough stretch 
of games against League III-E foes 
HALDANE (5-5) and North Salem (7-1). 

Haldane would love nothing more than 
to put the hurt to its neighboring rival, 
making this all the more riveting…

CROTON’s 45-27 loss to Westlake 
was a stark reminder that the Tigers (6-
2) still have a lot of work to do if they  
want to make hay in Class B…
CLASS C 

North Salem sank nine 3’s in its 65-
55 win over HALDANE in the Putnam 
Challenge where the Blue Devils lacked 

intensity, failed to guard 
the perimeter and left 
with work to do as 
the defending Class C 
champs if they want 
to get back to County 
Center, much less three-
repeat. Nick Dipoli 
scored 16 points for the 
Blue Devils (5-5) and 
Aidan Siegal added 15. 
Blaine Fitzgerald was 

held to just six points and the Blue Devils 
won’t win many games with that kind of 
production from the 6’7” center… 
PUTNAM/NWE FAB FIVE HOOPS POLL

No.1 YORKTOWN – Class AA 
Huskers (6-0) would be the No.1 seed in 
the tourney if the playoffs began today; 
yeah, we saw that coming. 

No.2 HEN HUD – Class A Sailors (4-
2) are a grizzled, athletic unit that go 9-10 

deep on most nights, 
so stamina should 
not be an issue Coach 
Hirsch will deal with. 
And the best part is: It 
always seems as if it’s 
a different guy every 
night making the 
main contributions; 
bodes well. 

No.3 SOMERS – 
Class A Tuskers (6-
3) appear to be so 
much better when 
junior swingman 
Lorenzo Bicknese is 
on the floor, spraying 
3’s from the corners/
wings. I reckon Coach 
D brings him off the 
bench for instant 
energy but I’d start 
him and play him 28 
or more.

No.4 PEEKSKILL 
– Class A Red Devils 

(7-3) still looked the part of a potential 
playoff team that might be able to get on 
a little post season run after outlasting 
feisty Beacon before falling to Lourdes.

No.5 PANAS – Class A Panas (4-4) has 
a very impressive player in Hodge, who 
dazzled against Somers. Funny thing is 
#PanasNation took the day off (very few 
fans in attendance) and nobody really got 
to see this junior snapping ankles and 
what not.

HM CROTON – Class B Tigers (6-2) 
cruised over the minor speed bumps in 
their schedule but Westlake was the first 
of many pot holes that could lie in the 
difficult road ahead.

Haldane senior Marco Scanga powers up in the paint 
in Blue Devils’ Putnam Challenge loss to North Salem.

Mahopac F Joe Lilley locks into battle with Jay’s Aaron 
Cruz in Indians’ Putnam Challenge win Sunday.

Haldane G Nick Dipalo attacks rack in Blue Devils’ loss to North Salem 
in 10th annual Putnam Challenge Sunday at Carmel.

Mahopac Goes 
Pink in the 

Rink, Raises 
Awareness

The Mahopac hockey team 
beat Carmel 8-4 last Friday and 
raised $1500 for two charities 
@CommunityCares & @
LFPancreaticCan to help the fight 
against cancer.
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Mahopac F/C Ryan Dugan, who recently returned from an injury sustained during football season, sticks a jumper in the Indians’ 49-39 win over John Jay CR in the Putnam Challenge at Carmel High on Sunday 
when Mahopac was the lone team from Putnam County to secure a win. There’s is still plenty of  work that needs to be done in Mahopac (2-8), if  the Indians are going to turn things around and Dugan landing 
back among the starters should help... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Mahopac Junior 
Forward 
Returns, 
Helps 
Trigger
Victory in 
Putnam 
Challenge

Dugan’s 
Landing!


