
By David Propper 
By sometime in late 2019, when a driver 

approaches the intersection of Pudding 
Street and the Taconic State Parkway in 
Putnam Valley, instead of heart pounding 
anxiety, motorists will sail over a newly 
constructed overpass. 

Further plans for the dangerous 
intersection were revealed Friday 
evening during a public hearing held 
by the New York State Department of 
Transportation, with the biggest detail 
being that construction will start in 2019 
and end later that year. Officials at the 
meeting described the improvement as a 
“modern diamond interchange” between 
the parkway and Pudding Street after a 
number of options were considered. 

Despite it being the end of the week, 
well over a 100 town residents came out 
in force, signaling the importance of the 
overpass being put up, including Beth 
Ann Holzhay who lives on Pudding Street 
and crosses the intersection every day. 

Hearing about the possibility of an 
overpass since 2003, Holzhay said she was 
excited to see the project finally become a 
reality. She calls crossing the intersection 
now “absolutely frightening.” 

“My stomach is in pain every single 
time I have to cross that to the point that I 
go all the way around just to avoid passing 
that,” Holzay said, adding she waited 20 
minutes last week during rush hour to get 

By David Propper 
Southeast Supervisor Tony Hay held 

nothing back when addressing the Barrett 
Hill housing proposal during a public 
hearing last week that raised tensions on 
the town board. 

While comments from residents and the 
development team, including principal 
developer Harold Lelper, were tame, the 
real fireworks started when town board 
members discussed their thoughts on the 
project. 

The proposal puts forth a workforce 
multi-family housing district that would 
need a text amendment allowing a 
development like this in only particular 
zones and only after the town board 

examined the particular application, 
said attorney for the developer Richard 
O’Rourke said.

This type of development could only 
be placed in the OP2 zone that has at 
least 25 acres of land, and adjacent to a 
residential zone with an existing water 
and sewer system. The plan would convert 
168 senior housing units approved in 2006 
into partly priority housing for people 
with developmental disabilities, school 
district employees, town employees, 
seniors, veterans, and first responders. 

There would be 50 priority units out of 
the 168 overall and of those 50, 17 would 
be billed as affordable. There would be no 
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Supervisor Tony Hay and Councilwoman Liz Hudak didn’t see eye-to-eye at last week’s meeting.

PROVIDED PHOTO 
Last weekend, Chris’ Automotive, located along Route 52, held a family focused affair to thank 
residents, customers, and employees (like the ones above with owner Chris) for their support as 
the local business celebrated 25 years this month. With activities for children, plenty of  good food, 
raffles and prizes, and a hot rod car show, Chris’ Auto proved why it’s a true community staple. For 
more photos, check back in next week’s The Putnam Examiner. 
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age restriction. The affordable units would 
be offered to those that make less than 80 
percent of the county median income, 
O’Rourke said.

Planner Terri Hahn said the mass of 
the new buildings proposed would be 
“significantly” less than the original senior 
housing plan. There would only be one 
or two bedroom units, she added. The 
project is also subject to planning board 
review. 

Hay said while he supports housing for 
the groups of society listed by O’Rourke, 
he wanted the age restriction kept in place. 
By removing the age restriction, the only 
benefactor is the developer, Hay argued. 

Hay then went over the timeline of the 
events that led to last Thursday’s meeting. 

When the town board voted to declare 
itself lead agency over the Barrett Hill 
project by a 3-2 vote, Hay said “the project 
took on a very intriguing political life 
of its own.” On Sep. 23, 2015, Hay said 
the town received a disapproval letter 
from the Putnam County Department 
of Planning, which would mean in order 
for the text amendment connected to the 
project to go though, there would need to 
be a supermajority vote approval. Putnam 
planning said the Barrett Hill proposal 
clashed with the town’s Comprehensive 
Plan.

Twelve days later, Hay said a person 

associated with the Barrett Hill project 
told a Southeast councilperson that the 
county made a bad decision and they were 
going to get that county determination 
changed. Ten days after that, the county 
send a letter to the town requesting a 
resubmission of the Barrett Hill proposal. 
Fast-forward to Aug. 17 of this year, the 
county has now approved the Barrett Hill 
development, a reversal from the earlier 
decision. 

Hay also said he was told by residents 
that people associated with the Barrett Hill 
development were supporting candidates 
of the most recent town election that 
would vote in favor of the Barrett Hill 
project to ensure a supermajority vote. 
(Incumbents Edwin Alvarez, a Republican, 
and Democrat Lynne Eckardt both won 
reelection, while their running mates both 
lost, keeping the board the same.)

On December 3, 2015, Hay said he 
was informed there was a meeting about 
Barrett Hill that included three Barrett 
Hill representatives, three county officials, 
and two town board members, though he 
wasn’t privy to the conversation. 

He accused Barrett Hill supporters of 
bullying and political intimidation and 
said his name went through the ringer 
unfairly for fighting parts of the project. 
If the Barrett Hill proposal were approved 
last September, the town wouldn’t have a 
community benefits agreement, a floating 
zone put forth, and workforce multi-

family development, Hay asserted.
“In my opinion it wasn’t about veterans, 

it was all about removing the age 
restriction, it wasn’t about workforce, it 
was all about removing the age restriction, 
it wasn’t about the handicap, it was about 
removing age restriction, and it wasn’t 
about seniors, it was about removing the 
age restriction,” Hay said. 

Hay also questioned if the applicant’s 
estimated number of added school children 
— 26 — is accurate. He said another 
multi-family housing development in 
North Salem underestimated the amount 
of school children produced from the 
project. Hay challenged the Barrett Hill 
developer to add a clause that guarantees 
payments to cover the costs of every 
school child over the 26-child projection. 

After Hay, town board members 
Alvarez, Bob Cullen, and Liz Hudak 
voiced support for the project, while 
Eckardt pointed out issues she had with 
the development.  

Alvarez said it’s the applicant’s 
prerogative to market their piece of land 
differently compared to several years ago 
and because times have changed, the 
developer lifted the age restriction. As for 
the school system, enrollment is down 
so the Brewster school district can easily 
absorb the additional students from the 
project, he said. 

Alvarez added the affordable housing 
is critical to retain young residents that 

go off to college and can’t return to the 
county. 

Eckardt said while a developer can 
change his mind, “it’s not a right.” The 
Comprehensive Plan was only updated 
two years ago and is already being 
changed, Eckardt argued. She said she 
doesn’t like the developer essentially 
rewriting the town’s zoning code.

While the school might be able to 
take on the students, each student still 
costs money, Eckardt said. Also, Eckardt 
believes there should be recreation fees 
connected to project. 

Cullen said some of Hay’s remarks were 
“out of line.” He noted the school system 
has never commented on the project and 
it only has one or two bedroom units. 

There aren’t many rental opportunities 
in the county, which the Barrett Hill 
development would provide, Cullen said 
and a pool would also be at the complex, 
which could result in less residents using 
town recreation locations. 

Hudak, who appeared most irritated 
by Hay’s comments, said since the first 
rejection from the county planner, the 
project has changed in a variety of ways, 
including that it’s now a floating zone. She 
called the comprehensive plan, a “living 
document” that is changeable over a 
period of time, even though it’s only two 
years old. 

She also noted that while there is no age 
continued on page 4
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Q: Why do some chronic wounds fail to heal?   
A: A wound develops when there is insufficient blood 
flow to the skin. An inadequate supply of oxygen 
and nutrients carried by the blood causes skin layers 
to break down, resulting in an open wound. Various 
factors can then prevent the wound from healing. 
These include inadequate blood supply; excessive 
swelling; infection; or malnourishment, which reduces 
the nutrients needed for healing. 

Q: What medical conditions put me at risk 
for non-healing wounds?
A: Venous insufficiency damages the one-way valves 
in the veins, leading to backward-flowing blood that 
damages the soft tissue under the skin, producing a 
wound. Diabetes constricts tiny blood vessels so they 
can’t deliver adequate blood. Diabetic neuropathy, 
a loss of sensation at the extremities, can result in 
compressed blood vessels when a person sits or lies 
too long on a body part.  

Peripheral vascular disease involves a loss of blood flow 
to hands and feet due to narrowing of the arteries. 
Pressure ulcers, which you may know as “bedsores,” 
are chronic wounds resulting from sustained pressure 

where bone is close to the skin surface, reducing blood 
supply. Wounds can cause severe infections leading 
to loss of function, limb or life. Fortunately, advanced 
wound care is producing outstanding healing rates. 

Q: How can I benefit from 
advanced wound care?
A: By providing highly specialized care at our 
award-winning Wound Care Center, we are healing 
wounds faster and significantly lowering the rate of 
amputations. Our multifaceted wound care includes 
a wide range of advanced treatments, including 
hyperbaric oxygen therapy, which super-saturates the 
blood with oxygen to help damaged cells heal. 

Q: What should I look for in a 
wound care program?
A: Look for a program with dedicated staff, that 
provides advanced treatment options, from varied 
dressings and vascular surgery to wound grafting 
and hyperbaric oxygen. By partnering with Healogics, 
NWH consistently achieves a very high success rate 
with hard-to-heal wounds through accessing the 
world’s largest database of wounds and receiving 
specialized training.

If Your Chronic Wound Isn’t Healing...
Discover the effectiveness of 
advanced wound care

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Ask the Doctor
Dr. Bruce Molinelli 
General Surgeon
Medical Director, Wound Care & 
Hyperbaric Medicine Program
Northern Westchester Hospital

Learn about Wound Care 
and Hyperbaric Medicine, 
visit www.nwhrehab.org
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By David Propper
As a New York State sanctioned 

commission considers a 46 percent 
pay raise for state senators and 
assemblypersons, lawmakers in the Lower 
Hudson Valley had mixed feelings about 
the potential bump in their own salary. 

The Commission on Legislative, 
Judicial, and Executive Compensation, 
a seven-person panel, is determining 
whether lawmakers deserve more than 
the $79,500 base pay they get each year. 
Legislators can also make thousands 
more, between $9,000 and $41,500 
depending on leadership positions they 
assume.

The possible 46 percent increase would 
result in lawmakers earning $116,900 per 
year. 

Final recommendations from the 
commission are due by Nov. 15. Any 
salary changes would go into effect 
by the start of 2017. Unless the state 
Legislature convenes and specifically 
votes against any pay raise put forward by 
the commission, it would go into effect, 
according to Politico.

State Senator Terrence Murphy, a 
Republican, called the proposed pay 
raise “horrific” and if it went through it 
would send a bad message to the public 
and encourage career politicians to stay 
longer. Murphy, a proponent of term 
limits, stressed Albany should focus on 

reform.
“With families facing harsh taxes, 

stagnant incomes and depleted retirement 
funds, we need to set a better example and 
find a solution that will help the economy, 
rather than exacerbate the problem,” 
Murphy stated. “The public has seen more 
corruption in Albany in the past few years 
than it has seen in a decade, and now 
legislators are being recommended for a 
pay raise.”

State Senator Sue Serino, a Republican,  
called the prospect of a pay raise 
“appalling,” considering how many 
families are struggling to make ends 
meet and the public’s confidence in 
government dwindling. She called the 
commission’s proposal “a slap in the face 
to hardworking men and women of New 
York who are painstakingly trying to get 
ahead.”

“Public service is not about the payday,” 
Serino stated. “Until New York is thriving, 
until people across the state are reaping 
the rewards of a growing economy and 
until they have a renewed faith in their 
government, let the record show that I 
absolutely do not support a pay increase 
for state legislators.”

State Assemblywoman Sandy Galef, a 
Democrat, said at some point, she thinks 
there should be a pay raise for elected 
officials, though she was noncommittal 
whether that salary bump should be as 

soon as next year. Galef, who has been in 
office since 1993, noted there hasn’t been 
a raise since 1998. 

“There are people that have lost jobs, 
that I understand and there are people 
maybe haven’t had an increase, but 
majority of people probably had one, two 
percent increase at least,” Galef said.  

Galef said she wanted to wait until 
the commission came out with their 

recommendations to see if she were 
supportive of them. The commission 
could suggest a pay raise, but also want 
legislators to be full-time without any 
outside income, Galef said, and there is 
also a review for other state government 
employees’ salaries underway. 

“We want to encourage good people 
to get into government,” Galef, a full-
time lawmaker said. “You have to have a 
certain amount of pay for people to leave 
home and go up to Albany, nobody has to 
do it though.”

Assemblyman Steve Katz, a Republican, 
who is leaving office after 2016, has 
been a staunch advocate to actually cut 
legislators’ pay and have lawmakers at the 
capitol only a couple months each year.

“This is a scandal to have us up there 
for six months of the year, unless you 
want to just openly say we’re here for the 
economy of Albany, we’re not here to 
make laws,” Katz said back in May 2014. 
“It’s an embarrassment the things we vote 
on each day.”

State Senator Terrence Murphy panned a possible 
pay raise for state lawmakers.

Does Your State Lawmaker Deserve a Pay Increase?

Start School in Style!

Sterling Optical • The Examiner • Store 157 • Job# 018741
4C, 10” W x 6.125” H • Runs: 8/23 • IO# 18260 • EGC Group 516.935.4944

Jefferson Valley Mall (Lower level, near First Niagara Bank) 
914.245.8111 Doctor Available 7 Days a Week

Fashion Frames,
Single-Vision Lenses

Complete Pairs of
Eyeglasses

$69*

2for
With Offers

$1999**

E
F P
T O Z
L P E D
P E C F D
E D F C Z P
F E L O P Z D

D E F P O T C

L E F O D P C T

F D P L T C E O

P E Z O L C P T D

Eye

Exam

*Frames from select group with single-vision lenses. **With purchase of complete pair of eyeglasses, or an annual supply of contact lenses. Contact lens exam additional.  
†With purchase of 2-24 packs of ACUVUE® OASYS® contact lenses. Rebate form required to be mailed in. $25 rebate will be sent in the form of a prepaid Visa® card to the address 
provided on the rebate form. ACUVUE® OASYS® is a trademark of Johnson & Johnson Vision Care, Inc. Offers cannot be combined with insurance. See store for details. Other 
restrictions may apply. Expires 9/30/16.

Fashion for everyone

3O%

AAA & AARP
Members

Prescription Eyeglasses
See store for details

Off

SterlingOptical.com

Includes Eye Exam

1 Year Supply

ACUVUE® OASYS®

Contacts

$2O9
†

Repair or replace your frame with our NO-Fault Warranty. We welcome outside prescriptions.
We’ll meet or beat any competitor’s price on a complete pair of eyeglasses or they’re free! 

We accept most insurance! Affinity • UFT • WellCare • Hudson Health • Local 1199 • EyeMed & many more!

Se Habla Español



August 23 - August 29, 2016 The Putnam Examiner4

across.
Residents were able to give testimony to 

a stenographer, drop comments into a box, 
and speak with state DOP representatives.

State Office of Traffic, Safety, and 
Mobility Director Todd Westhuis said 
the project had always been considered 
part of the overall Taconic State Parkway 
moderation plan that was in the works 
since the late 1990s. Now with the funding 
there, the project can be completed 
to bring it up to modern interchange 
standards. 

Design approval should be signed off by 
this winter, he noted, and detours would 
be sorted out during the design phase.

“We want to build this to prevent 
accidents from happening,” Westhuis. “It’s 
something that’s been part of our plan all 
along. It’s clearly something that had to be 
done.”

School board president Jeanine Rufo 
said while disappointed it was taking so 
long, she called it essential to the town 
and school system. There are a number of 
buses and new teenage drivers that cross 
the parkway each day, Rufo said. 

When Rufo’s children were in school, 
having them on the bus crossing the 
intersection was always on the back of her 
mind. She commended the bus drivers for 
handling the intersection with caution. 

“You’re always nervous when your son 

or daughter gets on the highway for the 
first time,” Rufo said. “But when you get 
on a highway that is really unsafe it just 
makes it more complicated.”

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Fran 
Wills said when she came to Putnam 
Valley schools a few years ago, she was 
“amazed” school buses drove across the 
intersection. She expressed gratitude to 
the school board and community for their 
advocacy. 

State Senator Sue Serino was thrilled to 
see the turnout from residents interested 

in the overpass at the public hearing. 
There are five-year capital plans for 

both the state DOT and Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority and Serino said 
the state senate continued to push for 

equitable funding toward both plans. An 
additional billion-dollar windfall came 
through from that push and the money 
for the overpass was one of the last items 
added to the budget. Serino noted the 
senate GOP would not have approved 
the budget without the additional DOT 
funds. 

“We had to hold tight and we were able 
to get it done,” Serino said. 

Supervisor Sam Oliverio said when 
he took office, he wrote letters to every 
elected official and agency relevant to 
the Pudding Street project, including 
Governor Andrew Cuomo. Oliverio, a 
Democrat, said Serino “hit a home run on 
this.”

Once construction begins, Oliverio said 
Oscawana Lake Road could be heavily 
used as another route and there might be 
one lane closed and one lane open on the 
highway.

“I’m so happy that it’s finally happening,” 
Oliverio said. “And I mean that from the 
bottom of my heart.” 

restriction, senior citizens are still part of 
the priority housing plan. She charged 
Hay was floating a “conspiracy” filled 
with impropriety and wanted to hear 
“substantive objections” to the project 
instead. 

“I don’t envision this as a heinous 
plot,” Hudak said, noting there was no 
opposition by the public during the 
hearing.

Hay responded that all he did was state 
facts and can prove “99.9 percent” of what 
was said. He also disagreed that he was 
insinuating anything negative about other 
town board members. 

Lepler, in brief remarks, said the 
county’s original objection to the proposal 
was in response to only part of the relevant 
document provided to them. He said 
there was “crucial” information that  the 

county didn’t have the first time around. 
Town planner Ashley Ley said the county 
planner gave a determination before all 
the updated information was sent, but 
noted it wasn’t the town’s fault.

Eckardt questioned if the additional 
information would have prevented the 
planner’s original objection. 

O’Rourke also argued it was wrong 
to compare the Barrett Hill project to a 
development in North Salem because of 
certain differences. 

Most people from the public that spoke 
out were supportive of the project, with 
just one resident questioning the prospect 
of increased traffic. The town board kept 
the public hearing open for another ten 
days for written comment. 

Hudson Valley Cerebral Palsy 
Association chairman Ken Ford stressed 
people with physical disabilities struggle 
to find suitable housing and deserve to 
integrate into the community. His agency 
would oversee the units made available to 
the people with developmental disabilities. 

“This is a very vulnerable population 
in the state of New York and right here in 
Putnam County, right here in Southeast 
that needs assistance,” Ford said. “To the 
point that it’s almost tragic.”

Ken Clair, deputy commissioner for the 
Bureau of Emergency Service and former 
Brewster fire chief, said the county is losing 
volunteers because of the lack of housing 
at a reasonable price. He approached 
Lepler a few years back to inquire if he 
were interested in a project like the one 
proposed and called it a great opportunity. 

“Our volunteers are fading quickly,” 
Clair said. 
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By David Propper
A longtime Town of Philipstown 

judge, who faced judicial complaints, 
is resigning from his position, officials 
announced Thursday. 

Alan Steiner, who is the Philipstown 
justice and acting Village of Cold Spring 
justice, has notified town and village 
officials of his intent to step down on 
September 20 according to the New York 
State Commission on Judicial Conduct. 
After he leaves office, he has also agreed to 
never seek or accept judicial office again, 
according to the commission. 

As town justice since 2000, his current 
term was set to expire at the end of this 
year. 

The state commission notified Steiner, a 
Garrison resident, in April of this year that 
it was investigating him over complaints 

levied against him. One complaint is that 
he used his Facebook account to engage in 
direct or indirect political activity, which 
judges are prohibited from doing. He also 
failed to announce a decision for more 
than year in a small claims case and failed 
to timely complete required Continuing 
Judicial Education (CLE) for the years 
2010, 2011, and 2014. 

Steiner has since completed his 
CLE requirements and removed all 
commentary from his Facebook account, 
according to the commission. 

Steiner had also faced heat as chairman 
of the nonprofit The Preservation 
Company in Peekskill, which received 
a federal grant and then doled it out to 
Peekskill Deputy Mayor Drew Claxton 
and her son in 2007. Claxton wasn’t 
entitled to get grant money as an elected 

official in the city.
In his July 27 letter Philipstown 

Supervisor Richard Shea, Steiner gave 
several reasons why he was going to 
resign, though he didn’t mention the 
state investigation. Prior to the letter, he 
already decided not to seek reelection. 

His main reason was his wife had 
just undergone brain surgery and is 
anticipating a long recovery period. 
Steiner wrote he also hasn’t been able to 
render decisions in a timely fashion and 
stay updated on his Continuing Legal 
Education and by stepping down he 
would be allowed to be more vocal in the 
political process. 

“I have cherished the time I have spent 
in service to the community,” Steiner 
wrote. 

His attorney, Deborah Scalise, issued a 
statement stressing his “resignation is not 
a consequence of the pending charges, 
but due to a planned retirement.” 

“Judge Steiner notes that he fully 
cooperated with the commission’s 
investigation and that the stipulation 
makes no findings with respect to the 
allegations,” Scalise said. “Judge Steiner 
agreed to conclude this process with the 
understanding that the stipulation is not 
an admission or concession of guilt. Judge 
Steiner will continue his participation 
in bar association and other community 

activities in the future.”
Peekskill Mayor Frank Catalina filed 

a complaint earlier this year against 
Steiner for professional misconduct and 
damaging his reputation with remarks 
made over the state grant toward The 
Preservation Company. The judicial 
commission dismissed the complaints a 
few months after they were filed. 

Nevertheless, Catalina took the 
opportunity on Facebook last week to 
slam Steiner.

 “I think they call this chickens coming 
home to roost! No surprise to me; this 
guy has been dirty and political for a long, 
long time - before AND after becoming 
a judge! Another clear reason attorney’s 
involved in POLITICS should never 
be appointed as a Judge especially as a 
political favor!,” Catalina stated. “As for 
Alan Steiner, he rides off in complete and 
utter disgrace winning the title: “First 
Philipstown Judge to Resign in Disgrace 
under Threat of Removal”; and believe 
me, resignation only happens just before 
the big boot kicks you out. Hopefully, The 
Preservation Company (still reeling from 
paying back Claxton’s dirty loan / grant to 
the State and not receiving further grants 
through the City) will retain competent 
counsel without a political ax to grind and 
who is not ethically challenged.”

Rick Pezzullo contributed to this article

Philipstown Justice to Step Down Amid Judicial Complaints

Alan Steiner
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By Rick Pezzullo
The United States field hockey team 

may have fallen short in the quarterfinals 
at the Rio Olympic Games on August 
15, but Lakeland High School graduate 
Melissa Gonzalez played an integral part 
in the squad’s success.

The 27-year-old midfielder from 
Mohegan Lake scored goals in consecutive 
games during the tournament and created 
several other scoring chances for the 
fifth ranked U.S. team. Gonzalez also 
competed for the U.S. in the 2012 Summer 
Olympics, where the team finished last.

“Thank you to all who have encouraged 
and inspired me. This journey would 
not have been possible without you,” 
Gonzalez posted on her Facebook page. 
“I love you all and let’s go States!”

The 2007 Lakeland graduate led the 
Hornets to a four-year record of 82-5-2, 
including two state championships and 
a perfect 24-0 mark her senior year. She 
holds the school’s record in goals, assists 
and points. Her coach, Sharon Sarsen, was 

rooting for Gonzalez and her teammates 
in Rio.

Gonzalez continued her superior play 
at the University of Connecticut where 
she was a 2010 NFHCA All-America First 
Team, NFHCA Mideast Region Player of 
the Year, back-to-back titleholder of the 
Big East Defensive Player of the Year and 
Honda Sports Award finalist.

“I’m grateful for anyone who has given 
me an opportunity,” Gonzalez stated 
in a pre-Olympic profile article. “I’ve 
been fortunate that a lot of people have 
extended themselves for me, not even 
necessarily about field hockey but about 
life. UConn, the staff and my teammates, 
were integral in shaping me as a person 
and player nurturing my never-give-up 
attitude.”

Gonzalez’s inner fortitude was severely 
tested in 2006 when her father, Felix, died 
at the age of 57. Felix Gonzalez served 
on the Lakeland Board of Education and 
was Athletic Coordinator at Walter Panas 
High School. Melissa’s high school soccer 

teammates gave her sweat bands with 
her father’s initials after he died and she 
continues to wear them on her elbows in 
his memory.

“I could have let it break me down, 
which it did for a while, or I could honor 
him by choosing to fight, and to fight hard 
in everything I do,” she said. “Whatever I 
come up against now, I know I can handle 
because nothing will ever be as difficult as 
losing him. I am fortunate to even have 
had someone like that in life. Some people 
don’t.”

Gonzalez, who lives in San Diego, 
California, also spoke about the sacrifices 
that are necessary to be an Olympic 
athlete.

“While there is glamor and appeal 
to the Olympic Games, we train at the 
same high energy level all day, all year, no 
matter the occasion,” Gonzalez said. “This 
isn’t a typical 9 to 5 job, it almost becomes 
an obsession to a certain degree. To give 
anything less on any given day is a loss of 
opportunity.”

By Rick Pezzullo
A coalition of 21 plaintiffs, including 

several environmental groups, 
have taken their case against the 
controversial Spectra Energy natural 
gas pipeline expansion project to the 

nation’s highest court.
On July 29, a brief was filed in the 

U.S. Court of Appeals for the District 
of Columbia seeking to overturn 
the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission’s (FERC) March 2015 

approval of the pipeline, which 
is currently under construction 
throughout the area.

The brief submitted by Riverkeeper, 
Sierra Club Lower Hudson, Stop the 
Algonquin Pipeline Expansion (SAPE) 
and others addresses some of the same 
points raised in a rehearing request 
that FERC rejected in January. One 
of the arguments is FERC improperly 
segmented the Algonquin pipeline 
expansion by dividing it into three 
parts to avoid having to address its full 
environmental impact. The other two 
projects are Atlantic Bridge and Access 
Northeast.

In addition, the groups challenge 
FERC’s approval of the pipeline 
being placed about 100 feet from the 
Indian Point nuclear power plants in 
Buchanan, contending FERC relied 
on findings by Entergy, owner of the 
plants.

Nancy Vann, whose property in 
Buchanan is being taken by eminent 
domain for the pipeline, blocked 
the construction briefly last year by 
refusing to budge from a tree that was 
scheduled to be cut down.

“FERC has only rejected one pipeline 
project in its entire 40-year history,” 
Vann said. “It’s shameful that the 
public must take a government agency 
to court in order to make it do its job. 
I’m so grateful for the determination 
of Riverkeeper, SAPE, Food & Water 
Watch and all of the other coalition 
members who have persisted in 
asserting these important issues and 
I’m looking forward to finally getting 
our day in court.”
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Lakeland Grad Excels on US Field Hockey Team in Olympics

Westchester Groups Take Anti-Pipeline Case to Federal Court

PROVIDED PHOTO
Mohegan Lake native Melissa Gonzalez 
represented the United States Field Hockey team 
with pride during the Summer Olympics that just 
came to a close.
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By David Propper
Putnam County legislators continued 

lengthy deliberation whether to revise the 
county charter to change the qualifications 
for the head of planning, development 
and public transportation that would fit a 
certain candidate. 

The move would erase the planning 
qualifications and the eight years of 
practical experience in municipal 
planning. If the change is approved, 
attorney Sandra Fusco would assume 
the position after being acting deputy 
commissioner the past six months. The 
Personnel Committee moved the change 
to the full legislative meeting by a 2-1 vote. 

Legislator Dini LoBue, who is against 
the change, went over the qualifications 
for neighboring counties during last 
week’s Rules Committee meeting. 

In Dutchess County, the county 
government requires a master’s 
degree in planning and eight years of 
technical planning work experience 
and in Westchester County, the county 
government requires ten years of 
planning experience, including five years 
of specialized experience and bachelor 
degree in related fields like planning or 
administration.

LoBue said the former planner, John 
Lynch, had a master’s degree in planning 
and eight years of planning experience. 
Another former commissioner, Anthony 

Ruggiero, didn’t have a planning degree, 
but he met the eight years of experience 
as a city manager, which is why he was 
appointed, LoBue said. (He left after a 
short stint for another government job.)

As for Fusco, prior to her work in the 
law department, she was a matrimony and 
family attorney and in the law department, 
she worked on public benefits like labor 
use and legal aid, LoBue said. She only has 
six months of experience in the planning 
department with no supervision from a 
planning commissioner, she added. 

“Had the person worked under a 
commissioner of planning that would 
be one thing,” LoBue said. “And six 
months do not make up for eight years 
of experience. I don’t know how you can 
compare the two.”

LoBue said the SEQRA documents 
she’s seen has multiple errors in them 
because the department doesn’t have the 
appropriate personnel to do the work. 
Because the county is built out, LoBue 
felt it was even more critical to have an 
experienced planner. During a charter 
review in 2010, the committee thought the 
credentials for the commissioner should 
be higher, she added.

Legislator Kevin Wright said he didn’t 
want to change the charter, even though 
he knows Fusco and commended her legal 
skills. He believes the county would invite 
“ridicule” if a charter provision was made 

and the county subbed eight years of work 
in exchange for six months. 

Wright also noted the county hasn’t put 
forth any effort to recruit a candidate that 
matches the qualifications related to the 
current county charter. 

Legislator Ginny Nacerino said an 
attorney like Fusco would make going 
through grant applications and contracts 
more efficient and has a strong knowledge 
of municipal law and the SEQRA process. 
She said if it doesn’t end up being the right 
fit, the county could always change course.

“Look to someone in the position who 
can do the job,” Nacerino said. “and not 
really be so hung up on whether or not 
they hold a master’s degree or they hold a 
doctorate degree in law.”

Legislator Carl Albano said it wasn’t 
reasonable to compare Putnam to 
Dutchess because Dutchess has a much 
larger population. He claimed “99 percent” 
of work in planning is legal work. 

“This is a person that’s already proven 
themself,” Albano said of Fusco.

Legislator Joe Castellano said the 
position is well suited for an attorney and 
called Fusco “well qualified.” As a smaller 
county, it’s harder to find a county resident 
to take the job, he said.

Deputy County Executive Bruce Walker 
said the two biggest responsibilities for 
the commissioner is dealing with grants 
and the transportation aspect. He said the 

MV Transit contract with the county was 
worked on extensively by Fusco. 

The grant applications are highly 
complicated, Walker said, and Fusco is 
capable of handling and understanding 
them. He noted there is already a planner 
in the department.

“When you pick apart the functions and 
the criticality of what has to get done in 
the planning department,” Walker said. 
“it’s fundamental, legal in nature with 
engineering, planning and whole host of 
municipal things involved.”

Carmel resident Ann Fanizzi said the 
county is competing with larger counties 
for grants and needs the most qualified 
commissioner possible. She questioned 
the county’s real motive behind the charter 
change and said the candidate lacked the 
experience and education for the job. She 
suggested the county advertise the position 
and have an independent committee 
decide who is the best candidate.

Southeast Councilwoman Lynne 
Eckardt said planning done in the county 
has been poor and planning is a different 
discipline from legal work. She doesn’t 
believe the charter should be revised to 
simply accommodate one candidate the 
county has decided on.

“It think the people of Putnam deserve 
a person with a background in planning,” 
Eckardt said. “I think it’s really important 
to a lot of people.”

Charter Change Set for Planning Commissioner Job
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Peter Kelly has joined Health Quest 
as the president of Putnam Hospital 
Center.

“I’m delighted to be at Putnam 
Hospital Center and look forward to 
participating in the further development 
of Health Quest and the benefits it will 
bring to the hospital and the patients we 
serve,” Kelly said.

Kelly replaces James Caldas, who 
left the organization after serving as 
president of the hospital for two-and-a-
half years.

“Peter’s reputation for driving change 
and setting bold goals will help us 
progress toward our vision of top-decile 
performance,” Health Quest President 
Robert Friedberg said.

Putnam Hospital Center is a 164-
bed, acute care hospital offering 
medical, surgical, psychiatric and 
24/7 emergency services. As the only 
hospital in Putnam County, Putnam 
Hospital Center has been serving the 
needs of Putnam, northern Westchester 
and southern Dutchess counties since 
1964. 

Kelly has more than 30 years of 
experience in healthcare, having most 
recently served as senior adviser of 
external affairs for CarePoint Health 
system in Hudson County, N.J.

Prior to that, Kelly was president and 

CEO of Christ Hospital in Jersey City 
from 2005 to 2014.

Kelly’s extensive career in healthcare 
also includes serving as chief operating 
officer of Beth Israel Medical Center in 
Manhattan and as president and chief 
executive officer for Continuum Health 
Partners Inc.

Kelly received his bachelor’s degree 
from St. Bonaventure University and a 
master’s in healthcare administration 
from Long Island University.

For more information about Putnam 
Hospital Center, visit www.healthquest.
org/phc.

Putnam Hospital Center Hires New President

PROVIDED PHOTO
Peter Kelly 
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By Neal Rentz
The Underhill Avenue site of the 

Yorktown offices of Coldwell Banker has 
been a regular fixture in the real estate 
business for decades.

Mahopac resident Don Cummins III 
was hired to be senior managing director 
of the Yorktown office of Coldwell Banker 
in June 2015, he said last week. Prior to 
Coldwell Banker taking over, another real 
estate firm had offices in the building, 
which has been in existence for over six 
decades, Cummins noted. 

“The real staying power of this office 
has been the fact that we don’t tend to 
have a lot of agents jumping as you do in a 
lot of other offices,” Cummins explained. 
“For example, Michael O’Connor has 
been working as a realtor in the Yorktown 
office for over 40 years.” 

“I think we’ve done a good job of 
offering agents fair (commission) splits, 
a good working environment, and lots 
of products they can use servicing their 
clients,” Cummins continued. “Without 
getting crazy on new technology, we 
always have cutting-edge technology 
available so we’re not always jumping 
after a fad. But at the same time we always 
have the cutting-edge of what’s working 
in the market and I think that makes it 
easy.” Coldwell Banker also offers “huge 
training,” he said. “I think it’s very hard to 
get that kind of training anywhere else.”

According to Cummins real estate is 
now rebounding strongly in the northern 
Westchester area and elsewhere. “The 
market’s healthy,” he said. According to a 
recent survey conducted by the National 
Association of Realtors, “Over 40 percent 
of the American population is looking for 
a larger home,” he said. 

Cummins’ previous positions included 
serving as the in-house counsel for the 
Hudson Gateway Multiple Listing Service 
and the Hudson Gateway Association of 
Realtors. 

“I’ve spent the last 25 years doing agent 
training,” Cummins said. “Even when I 
had my law practice out of Katonah and 

Somers I did a lot of work for the local 
and state associations. So then I went to 
work for the actual board of realtors and 
the MSL,” he said.

“My job is to handle all of the marketing 
and agent-client relationships,” Cummins 
said, noting the Yorktown office has 59 
agents. 

The Yorktown office handles both 
commercial and residential real estate. 
”We do cover everything from $40,000 
cooperatives in Peekskill to $1.4 million 

houses on the Hudson River,” Cummins 
said. “It just a real mix of an office with a 
great group of people who really do love 
Yorktown and value where they work.”

Cummins and his colleagues also are 
very active in charitable work. “The main 
charity this office supports is Friends 
of Karen,” Cummins said. O’Connor’s 
daughter, Erin, died of cancer about 
12 years ago. “Friends of Karen really 
assisted them through that entire 
process.” O’Connor has since run the 

Erin O’Connor Memorial Golf Outing. 
“This office raises $60,000 to $65,000 a 
year to benefit Friends of Karen. “It’s just 
something we do because giving back 
to the community is something that’s 
important.” 

The Yorktown Coldwell Banker office 
is located at 366 Underhill Ave. For more 
information call 914-245-3400 or visit 
https://www.coldwellbankerhomes.com/
ny/yorktown-heights/office/yorktown-
heights-office/oid_2166/.

Coldwell Banker 
Yorktown

Business 

of the Week

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Mahopac resident Don Cummins III is senior 
managing director at Coldwell Banker in Yorktown.
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Letters to the Editor

Increasingly, it is clear to see that there 
is a desperate need for elected public 
servants who bring personal integrity 
and an ethical approach to the forefront 
of their service. As I review the slate of 
candidates running for local, state and 
federal positions this year, Kevin Byrne 
stands out from the rest.

From his teenage years through to 
today, Kevin’s long history of volunteer 
service and community involvement is 
an example for others to follow. Kevin is 
running for New York State Assembly. 
His stance on the current issues facing 
New York is well thought out and clearly 
communicated.

Having grown up in Putnam County, 
Kevin understands firsthand the crisis our 
over-taxing, over-spending government 
in Albany has caused. He has a well-
articulated stance on ridding New York 
of Common Core, protecting life, and 
assuring our 2nd amendment rights.

From listening to Kevin, surveying 

his history and observing his actions, I 
believe that he is the person to represent 
our concerns in Albany as our next 
Assemblyman.

Denny Sant
Brewster 

When it comes to the United States 
Coast Guard’s proposed anchor stations 
on the Hudson River, Sue Serino is late 
to the party. The state senator recently 
sent out an email on this issue. Yet she 
has clearly been asleep at the wheel – as 
always.

Her own email states that the US Coast 
Guard’s deadline for announcing public 
hearings was June 30th. That was two 

months ago! Now we she wants people 
to make public comment online with 
just two weeks left before the comment 
window closes?

What’s at stake is the Coast Guard 
potentially putting 10 massive oil taker 
and ship anchoring stations right along 
the Hudson River – hurting our tourism 
industry, our environment, and our entire 
way of life here in the Hudson Valley.

Once again, “Do Nothing Sue” proves 
she can’t get her job done. Where has 
she been this whole time? She practically 
allowed the US Coast Guard to waltz 
right into our backyard and set up these 
anchoring stations without a word.

Communities and organizations in 
the Hudson Valley like Riverkeeper and 
Clearwater have been making noise about 
this issue all year long. Only now – in 

election season – is she saying something 
about this. It’s too little too late as far 
as I’m concerned. This isn’t the kind of 
leadership our community needs.

Kristen Semple
Poughkeepsie 

The upcoming Primary Election on 
September 13 in Putnam County is very 
important.  This election will determine 
who will appear on our November 8th 
ballot for the Conservative Party and 
Independence Party.  I am hoping that 
Judge James F. Reitz will once again be 
elected to be a Presiding Judge in our 
Putnam County Court. 

His work with our young people is 
impressive in Family Court, Treatment 
Court, and Surrogate’s Court.  I have 

observed his guiding the Youth Court 
and his personally being involved when 
help was needed.  As a result, I asked for 
his help and advice and have never been 
disappointed.

I have lived in Putnam County for 
over fifty years, and I have met many 
dignitaries and politicians, and Judge 
Reitz has been an advisor, a helper and 
an example for me.  While actively 
involved as a teacher, later a realtor, and 
even later, a writer and senior citizen in 

our community, I have found Judge Reitz 
to be a steadying, guiding helper when I 
have needed advice.

I ask all concerned, caring voters to 
remember to vote at the September 13 
Primary and to vote for Judge James 
F. Reitz, to once again, be our Putnam 
county Court Judge. 

Dorothy H. Killackey
Carmel 

Editor’s note: Putnam County Justice 
James Reitz, a Republican, and Putnam 
Valley Justice Gina Capone, a Democrat, 
are vying for the Conservative and 
Independence lines this primary season 
ahead of the general election in November. 

I recently attended a County Rules, 
Enactments and Intergovernmental 
Relations meeting so it was with great 
interest that I read Eric Gross’ article 
about the proposed Putnam County 
Charter change.

I’d first like to correct Mr. Gross’ 
assertion that I am a “longtime 
(MaryEllen) Odell opponent.” While the 
County Executive and I have had our 
differences it’s more accurate to say that 
I support good government. And, in 
this particular case, good government is 
sorely lacking.

As I stated that evening, it’s never good 
policy to back-in changes to a charter (or 
town code for that matter), particularly 
when those changes are made with 
a specific candidate or conclusion in 
mind. If the position for Commissioner 
of Planning, Development and Public 
Transportation is advertised over a 
reasonable amount of time and no 
qualified candidates apply then, and only 
then, the charter may need to be revisited 
and then, perhaps revised. Rewriting 

the Charter to accommodate any less 
qualified candidate shortchanges not only 
the public but the entire planning and 
development process.

Putnam County is not only one of the 
most affluent counties in the United States 
but also a county that is highly educated. 
It’s almost impossible to believe that the 
residents of Putnam don’t deserve or can’t 
find a Planner who has a Planning degree 
and more than four years of governmental 
experience. In short, rewriting the 
Putnam County Charter to accommodate 
a less qualified candidate shows how 
out of touch, arrogant and delusional 
the Putnam County Government has 
become.

Lynne Eckardt
Brewster 

Eckardt is a councilwoman for the Town 
of Southeast 

Byrne Right Pick For New York State Assembly

Serino Late in Addressing Proposed Anchor Stations

Reitz’s Service Vital to County, Deserves Reelection

County’s Attempt to Change Charter Ill-Advised
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Across
1 Cleo’s snake
4 Foot feature
7 Black or Red?
8 Accra’s land
10 Thumb to little finger length
11 Stranger
12 Belonging to Trump’s youngest 
daughter or Peekskill restaurant
14 Awakens
15 Accelerate the car
18 Antique string instruments
19 Dangerous strain
21 It may be bitter
22 Supply with air
24 Pilot’s zone
25 Allow
28 Limp Bizkit drummer John ___
29 Coffee shop in Somers ____ Cafe
30 Even more
31 Victoria’s Secret specialty
32 Be off base

Down
1 Headache helper
2 Lobster, shrimp, etc.
3 Amount to fry
4 Olympic skater Babilonia
5 __-A-Day
6 Corn serving

8 Yellowstone attractions
9 There are two doz. in a day
10 Barrel part
11 Wind direction, for short
13 Goes after
15 Turning muscle
16 Qualified voter
17 Audio’s partner
20 “In Cold Blood” author
23 Previous to
24 _____ system (blood typing)
25 Tide flowback
26 Negative conjunction
27 Lawyer’s group (abbr.)

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 16

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Francine A. Belloni
Francine 

A. Belloni, 
64, of 
Carmel, died 
on August 
17, after 
a valiant 
struggle 
with lung 
cancer.  Fran 
was born on 

June 29, 1952 to Francis P. (Frank) and 
Frances (Asaro) Belloni in Manhattan. 
She attended St. John the Baptist grammar 
school in Yonkers, Maria Regina High 
School and Blessed Sacrament Academy 
(Yonkers), and the Katherine Gibbs 
School. Fran was employed at PepsiCo 
in Purchase, and, more recently Somers, 
for more than 44 years, from 1971 until 
her retirement in April of this year. She 
held many positions at Pepsi, mostly as 
an executive administrative assistant in 
several different departments including 
mergers & acquisitions, marketing, and 
the North American beverage customer 
service division. Not only did Fran learn 
and support much of Pepsi’s operations, 
but she came to know most of PepsiCo’s 
employees. She had friends and contacts 
throughout the company, which not only 
made her a very effective administrator, 

but also bonded her to a large and loving 
“family.” It would be an exaggeration to 
say that Fran never met a person she didn’t 
like. It would not be an exaggeration, 
however, to say that if Fran met you 
and liked you, you and she immediately 
became friends for life.  Fran enjoyed 
peace and quiet, relaxed vacations at 
the Maryland shore, and exploring the 
tranquil and beautiful Hudson Valley 
with her beloved Bob. On the other hand, 
whenever there was a party, she not only 
enthusiastically joined in the fun, but 
more often than not, led the revelry. She 
loved spending time with her friends 
and family. She loved all animals, such as 
the Guiding Eyes dogs she fostered, and 
especially her cherished cats, Charlie, 
Roxie and Rosie. She enjoyed shopping 
and good food, and had a passion for 
lighthouses and penguins. The lighthouse 
and penguin motifs dominated her 
décor, and she visited many lighthouses 
along the entire East Coast. Penguins, 
she visited mostly in aquariums. In 
addition to her longtime companion Bob 
Loconto of Carmel, Fran is survived by 
her loving brother Frank and sister-in-
law Maggie Belloni of Carmel, nephew 
Ben (Arwen) Belloni of South Salem, 
grandnieces Kassandra and Taylor 
Belloni, grandnephews Hason and Jaelen 
Ferrebee, several goddaughters including 
Donna Roberts, Suzanne Rotchford and 

Rita Lopez, many loving cousins from 
all corners of the country, countless dear 
friends, and numerous “adopted” nieces 
and nephews. She was predeceased by 
her beloved parents Frank and Frances, 
whom she now joins in heaven. She was 
a warm-hearted, generous, devoted, and 
fun-loving daughter, sister, aunt and 
friend and will be sorely missed by all 
who loved her. Yet, our memories of her 
and her legacy of love and kindness will 
continue to live and grow in our hearts.

JoAnn Wennberg
JoAnn 

Wennberg 
of 
Mahopac, 
died on 
August 
15th at the 
age of 73. 
She was 
born in the 
Bronx, the 
daughter 

of Hercules and Vivian (nee: Malia) 
Vinciguerra. On December 5, 1971 
she married Fred Wennberg and she 
worked for many years in the real estate 
industry. JoAnn was a patriot and loved 
our country. She was a Past President of 
the VFW Ladies Auxillary #5491 and a 

Sunshine Girl of the American Legion 
#1080. She also loved the beach and 
consistently pushed Fred to extend their 
vacations in the Caribbean. In addition 
to her husband Fred, she is survived 
by her son Will Frey, daughter Melissa 
Cesark and her husband Robert, daughter 
Stacey Kambach and her husband Glenn, 
and grandchildren Krystle Rhoads, Tia 
Rhoads, Nicky Cesark, and Ciara Cesark. 
She was predeceased by her brother 
Dominick Vinciguerra.

Dora Jimenez
Dora Jimenez died on August 20. She 

was born in Tlaxcuapan, Mexico to 
Margarita and Catarino Galindo. In 1989 
she moved to the United States and settled 
in Yonkers with her husband Jacinto. 
They later moved to Brewster, where she 
has resided for the last twenty years. Dora 
completed high school in Mexico and 
after moving to the United States, she 
completed some nursing courses. While 
living in Brewster she became co-owner of 
the La Guadalupana Bakery/Deli, which 
is still on Main St. In Brewster. Dora is 
survived by her husband, Jacinto, and 
four children, Dehisy Jimenez -Vasquez, 
Lorena, Alejandro, and Leonardo Jimenez, 
all of Brewster. She is also survived by a 
grandchild, Penelope Vasquez.

Obituaries
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Yorktown Love in Action Inc. (YLIA) 
is a non-profit (501-C3) tax-exempt 
charitable organization. It is dedicated 
to providing loving services to the 
community by assisting families in 
Westchester and Putnam counties in need 
of temporary assistance due to unforeseen 
life circumstances. YLIA helps individuals 
to get “back on their feet” by providing 
clothing, household needs, food, furniture, 
etc.

Donna Simone, who was born and 
raised in Yorktown Heights, founded and 
formed Yorktown Love in Action Inc. and 
the Hidden Treasures & Donation Center 
in August of 2012. For as long as Donna 
can remember she has been volunteering 
and helping people. She takes personally 
her call, “Now, more than ever we need 
to stand together, reaching out to one 
another; caring, giving and loving each 
other.”
What YLIA Does & How You Can Help:

1. YLIA operates a large volunteer-run 
donation center in Yorktown Heights 
called, Hidden Treasures & Donation 
Center and is opened 7 days a week. Donna 
is grateful for any donations of living 
necessities (clothing, shoes, household 
items, furniture, automobiles, etc). 

2. Many donated items are used to help 
those in need and many can be acquired 

for a minimum and reasonable donation 
at our Donation Center location.

3. YLIA is happy to pick-up your small 
item donations. Just give a call to schedule 
an appointment for a Saturday pick-up. 

4. Larger item donations can also be 
scheduled for pick-up. Please call at least 
2 weeks’ in advance. All items must be in 
very good to excellent condition. Donation 
fees apply. Call the office for info.

5. If you need your entire home, 
apartment or office “cleaned out,” YLIA 
can help you with that as well. Again, call 
for more information. 

6. In October the “Heart of Oil” begins. 
Families need to stay warm in the cold 
months and may not have enough money 
to pay for oil. YLIA is happy to take 
donations for oil in any amount. When a  
reasonable number of funds is collected, 
Check Oil Company will deliver to a local 
family in need.

7. In November the “Heart of Faith” 
begins. This is a program to help families 
have a happy winter 

Holiday Season by providing gift items 
for the holidays. Please help  by having 
a “Heart of Faith” set up in your place of 
business or simply choose to sponsor a 
family. 

(Many local businesses have been 
sponsors of the Heart of Faith since the 

very beginning: Yorktown Insurance, 
Pennysaver, Rifkin Dental, Dr. Bridgham, 
Yorktown Vineyard Church, Old Navy, 
Yorktown Community Nursery School, 
Glassbury Court, Coldwell Banker, 
Solaris, Calvary Bible Church, Premier 
health Club, and Prestige Bands)

8. Business Owners are needed to 
sponsor an in-door Recycle Box. It’s 
simple, YLIA brings you the box to put 
in your lobby, and people donate their 
clothing. The box fills, you call YLIA, and 
they pick the items up. What a difference 
can make for your community! Local 
drop-offs are at the following businesses: 
Pennysaver on Front Street, Dr. Bridgham 
in Somers and Dr. Schechtman on Hill 
Bld.

9. Monthly Monetary donations are 
greatly needed. This can be earmarked for 
financial assistance to local families or to 
help cover overhead expenses. One time 
monetary donations are appreciated as 

well.
10. Sponsor an advertisement or 

article about YLIA in your publication or 
newsletter.

11. Shop at DeCicco’s Food Market in 
Jefferson Valley, mention Yorktown Love 
in Action and DeCicco’s will donate 1 
percent of your grocery bill to YLIA.

12.  Volunteers are always needed. Any 
amount of time is appreciated.

YLIA operation seeks to be “GREEN” 
whenever possible. Items not used by the 
community are sold to a textile recycler 
who redistributes the items (to thrift 
stops, second hand clothing market etc.) 
This also helps YLIA to defray operating 
expenses of the Donation Center. Please 
consider donating your slightly used 
clothing to YLIA. 

For more details, visit at: 1736 
Front Street Yorktown Heights, New 
York or call 914-490-3966 http//www.
yorktownloveinaction.com.

Yorktown Nonprofit Assists Putnam and Westchester Families in Need

 
845-628-9106   sales@midcountylighting.com 

 

We can help you 
go from this ....

Get your home 
ready for the 

holidays !

to this!

10% OFF 
Showroom
With mention of ad

We Carry Desk Lamps 

for Students!

Back to School Guide

 	

Seven Star School of Performing Arts 
509 Route 312, Brewster, NY 845-278-0728 

WWW.SEVENSTARSCHOOL.COM 

REGISTER TODAY! 

Open House  
September 10th 12-3pm 
September 15th   5-8pm 

Tour our 
facility 

and learn 
about 
our 

classes 
for 
ages  

infant-18 
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When the school year starts, the hours 
in the day become more precious. With 
time spent ferrying the kids to soccer 
practice, making sure homework gets 
done and simply relaxing, cooking family 
meals can sometimes get short shrift or 
you succumb to takeout temptations.

Here are some strategies to help you 
create tasty, nutritious meals in a flash.

Reach for the Right Tool. The wrong 
tool means working harder, not smarter. 
Make sure knives are sharpened and 
utensils are clean and well maintained. 
Use specialized ergonomic tools designed 
for each task. For example, KitchenIQ’s 
Prep-n-Peel Potato Multi Tool features 
a scrub brush for cleaning vegetables. 
A paring knife stored inside the peeler 
handle removes bad spots and eyes easily. 
Likewise, the brand’s Pepper Tool takes 
the grunt work out of seed removal, with 
flexible fingers that work with large bell 
peppers to small jalapenos. To find the 
right tools for your kitchen tasks, visit 
kroger.com.

Make Ahead. Mornings are often 
rushed, but don’t skip the most important 
meal of the day. Consider nutrition-
packed breakfasts that can be prepared 
in the evening (while you’re already 
prepping dinner), and then reheated in 
the morning. For example, you’ll be ready 

to go with these “Make Ahead Breakfast 
Bakes,” from Heather Tullos, author and 
photographer behind SugarDishMe.com.

Ingredients:
1 large Russet baking potato, peeled
8 cherry tomatoes (optional)
¼-cup red onion, diced
¼-cup bell pepper, diced
6 eggs
2 ounces finely shredded cheddar
Salt and pepper to taste

Instructions:
Preheat the oven to 375 F. Spray 

eight cups of a standard muffin tin with 
nonstick cooking spray.

Grate the peeled potato. Rinse with 
cold water and pat dry with paper towels 
or use a salad spinner. Divide shredded 
potatoes into prepared muffin cups.

Drop a tomato into each cup. Sprinkle 
with salt and pepper and then bake for 
5-6 minutes.

While the potatoes pre-bake, whisk 
together onions, bell peppers and egg, 
making sure to lightly beat the eggs. Note: 
basically any ingredient that works in an 
omelet will work here.

Take the muffin tin from the oven, pour 
the egg mixture into each cup, sprinkle 
with cheese, and bake for 12-14 more 

minutes. The eggs will puff up in the 
oven. When they’re done, the center won’t 
jiggle.

Remove from oven. After they cool for 
a minute, loosen around the edges with a 
knife and lift from the pan.

Serve immediately or let them cool 
completely before wrapping and freezing. 
Microwave to reheat.

Stay Organized, Be Accurate. Don’t 
let efficiency and accuracy be at odds in 
your kitchen. Find menu ideas quickly 
with new apps for your phone that help 

you organize recipes and find needed 
ingredients quickly at the store. Then, 
outfit your kitchen with tools that help 
you follow recipes with more precision. 
For example, KitchenIQ’s Compact 
Digital Scale supports up to 11 pounds 
and features an LCD display and a 
compact folding design.

By relying on tried-and-true strategies, 
and new tech and tools, family meals can 
be the relaxing oasis in a hectic day.

Foster Love
As a KidsPeace foster 
parent, you can make 
all the difference in the 
life of a child.

We respect our clients’ privacy. The models represented in this publication are for illustrative purposes only and in no way represent or endorse 
KidsPeace. © 2015 KidsPeace.

fostercare.com
914-736-1986
2 Greentown Rd  
Buchanan, NY 10511

Foster Love
As a KidsPeace foster 
parent, you can make 
all the difference in the 
life of a child.

We respect our clients’ privacy. The models represented in this publication are for illustrative purposes only and in no way represent or endorse 
KidsPeace. © 2015 KidsPeace.

fostercare.com
914-736-1986
2 Greentown Rd  
Buchanan, NY 10511

Time-Saving Meal Prep Tips for the Busy Back-to-School Season
Back to School Guide
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It’s no secret that kids have strong 
opinions when it comes to style and that 
their tastes are always evolving. With 38 
percent of parents spending between 
$100 to $249 per child on back-to-
school clothing, according to statistics 
from online retailer Zulily, parents and 
kids alike should feel confident in their 
purchases.

“It’s never a good feeling to buy your 
child new clothes, only to find a favorite 
color, pattern or style has changed,” says 

Shawn Redman, senior buyer and kids’ 
fashion expert for zulily.com. “This 
back-to-school season, our ‘Kids’ Trend 
Report’ uncovered that now, more than 
ever, it’s important to involve kids in 
the shopping process to lessen potential 
power struggles and inspire smiles on the 
first day of school.”

Redman recommends planning ahead 
to avoid stress. Start by cleaning out your 
kids’ closets so you can see what still fits 
and create an accurate checklist of needed 

items. Then, look for the best deals to help 
you stay within budget. Online retailers 
like zulily.com can be a go-to destination 
to discover great deals on back-to-school 
shopping, including a variety of shoes, 
apparel, accessories and school supplies. 
Daily, the site features a new assortment 
of unique looks at great prices.

To help parents shop for kids, zulily is 
offering key survey findings from kids 
ages five to 12, in its inaugural “Kids’ 
Trend Report.”

•	 Girls go against gender norms while 
embracing the combination of comfort 
and style, with their top look being 
athletic (40 percent), followed by boho 
(33 percent). Boys, however, are looking 
to a more adult-influenced approach for 
fashion inspiration, preferring city chic 
(48 percent) and preppy (33 percent) for 
their back-to-school wardrobe.

•	 The classic, yet cool, color of blue is the 
top choice among all kids (26 percent). 
However, for girls, pink (29 percent) 
and purple (25 percent) reign supreme. 
Boys still prefer blue (42 percent), with 
red (15 percent) and black (12 percent) 
coming in as second and third choices.

•	 Sorry Mom, girls say you are not their 
number one style icon. While many 
moms use their own style as the main 
source of inspiration when shopping 
for their kids (38 percent), girls are 
more likely to turn to friends (41 
percent) first for inspiration, then to 
Mom (26 percent), followed closely by 
television (22 percent). Boys continue 
to go with the flow and frequently turn 
to parents for style inspiration first (38 
percent), followed closely by friends 
(34 percent), with television being the 
smallest source of their style inspiration 
(14 percent).

•	 Style inspiration isn’t the only thing 
moms and daughters may not see eye-
to-eye on, with 36 percent of moms 
admitting to disagreeing on clothing 
choices with their daughters. To beat 
the wardrobe wars, a majority of moms 
(58 percent) recommend giving their 
children choices and letting them 
ultimately pick their own outfits.

“The back-to-school season is a perfect 
opportunity to inspire kids to express their 
individuality and boost their confidence,” 
says Redman.

This article has been reprinted by 
permission of statepoint.net.

Tips to Beat Wardrobe Wars When Back-to-School Shopping for Kids

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Westchester Ballet Center 

for the 

Performing Arts 

Registration: 

Aug. 26th  & 29th  

5:00pm–7:00pm                           

 Aug. 27th & 30th  

10:00am – 12:00pm 
 

Pr-K  Pre-Professional Levels 

Classes taught by adults with 

professional dance backgrounds 
 

 

Y.C.C.C. – Suite 121 

1974 Commerce St. Yorktown Heights, 

NY 10598 

(914) 245-2940 

www.westchesterperformingarts.com 
info@westchesterperformingarts.com 

 

Featuring 2014 WBC graduate Isabella Bergamin 

 Brian Wolfe Photography 

Saturday September 10, 2016 

Westchester Ballet Center –  

Main Studio Suite 121 
 

 
12:30 - 1:00 pm – Ages 8-11 

(no one over 5’) 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1:00 – 1:30 pm – Ages 11-13 

(no one over 5’) 

Bring pointe shoes if on pointe 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1:30 – 2:00 pm – Ages 13 + 

Corps de ballet & Soloists 

(no one over 5’7) 

Must be strong on pointe 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2:00 – 3:00 pm – OPEN AUDITION FOR  

        CLARA 

        Must be on pointe 

 

Performances: 
November 20

th
 Eisenhower Hall 

December 11
th

 Brooklyn College 

December 17
th

 Paramount Theatre 

 
 

Dance Theatre in 

Westchester’s 

Colonial Nutcracker 

Auditions 

August 26, 29 and 30 
       5:00pm - 7:00pm
Aug 27 
      10:00am -12:00pm.
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Featuring 2014 WBC graduate Isabella Bergamin 
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Saturday September 10, 2016 

Westchester Ballet Center –  

Main Studio Suite 121 
 

 
12:30 - 1:00 pm – Ages 8-11 

(no one over 5’) 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1:00 – 1:30 pm – Ages 11-13 

(no one over 5’) 

Bring pointe shoes if on pointe 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1:30 – 2:00 pm – Ages 13 + 

Corps de ballet & Soloists 

(no one over 5’7) 

Must be strong on pointe 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2:00 – 3:00 pm – OPEN AUDITION FOR  

        CLARA 

        Must be on pointe 

 

Performances: 
November 20

th
 Eisenhower Hall 

December 11
th

 Brooklyn College 

December 17
th

 Paramount Theatre 

 
 

Dance Theatre in 

Westchester’s 

Colonial Nutcracker 

Auditions 

Sunday September 11, 2016
Paramount Hudson Valley

OPEN AUDITION FOR CLARA
ONLY at WBC in RM 121.
Must be on pointe Visit 

TheExaminerNews.com 
and click on Puzzles  

at the top of the  
homepage to play  
today's crossword!
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If you’re a parent in search of the right 
pair of eyeglasses for your child, you 
probably know that visiting an optical 
store can be somewhat overwhelming. 
After all there are so many choices and 
decisions regarding such an extremely 
challenging endeavor. Lens material, 
transitional lenses, anti-reflective coating, 
blue light lenses, plastic or metal frame 
and sports eyewear are areas of concern. 
What’s a parent to do?

Vision World of Bedford Hills 
recommends that your child be fitted by 
a knowledgeable eye care provider with a 
NYS Licensed Optician on staff to insure 
the best possible fitting pair of eyeglasses. 
The right pair of eyeglasses will do more 
than just enhance vision and may help 
with studies and activities. A “cool” 
looking pair of eyeglasses can be worn 
with confidences and remember the goal 
is for the eyeglasses to be worn not buried 
in the bottom of a draw. So, make sure 

they like the eyeglasses that they choose. 
It’s extremely important that the frame 
chosen fits properly across the bridge and 
behind the ears for optimum comfort. 
Also, the lenses are of the highest quality 
material to maximize vision and offer 
the best eye protection for your child. 
Our NYS Licensed Opticians will assist 
with the decision process of available 
lens options, help choose a functional 
frame based on a face shape analysis and 
insure the proper fit of your child’s new 
eyeglasses.  Vision World of Bedford Hills 
will adjust your eyeglasses to make sure 
they are fitting properly for the lifetime of 
your purchase at no additional charge.

We recommend a backup pair of 
eyeglasses to safeguard against any 
foreseen incident that would leave your 
child without eyewear for an extended 
period of time. Lastly, more than 
600,000 eye injuries related to sports 
and recreation occur each year and 90% 

of all eye injuries can be prevented with 
appropriate protective eyewear. Vision 
World has a large selection of protective 
eyewear for young athletes playing 
football, baseball, lacrosse, basketball, 
soccer, and volleyball. 

So, remember some things to look for 
when purchasing a pair of eyeglasses for 
your student heading back to school. Lens 
material for those new eyeglasses can be 
made of polycarbonate, Trivex, Hi-Index 
or plastic. Lens options which include 
transitional lenses, scratch resistant 

coating, anti- glare and blue light coatings 
to protect your child’s eyes. Frames can 
be plastic or metal and should be a pair 
that your student will look terrific in and 
wear with confidence. That the eyeglasses 
are properly fitted at time of purchase and 
will continue to be fitted for the lifetime 
of the eyeglasses if necessary. So, come 
visit us at Vision World of Bedford Hills 
located in the Kohl’s Shopping Plaza or 
call 914 666-3150. Serving the Bedford/ 
Mt. Kisco area for over 30 years.

Vision World Tips for Proper Eyeglasses for Children

Tom Thumb Campus- 1949 E Main St., Mohegan Lake, NY - Nancy Brophy Owner/Director

Operating Hours: 7am-6pm
2:15 or 3:15 dismissal programs available

We are a school!

www.tomthumbpreschool.com

1/2 Day/Full Day  
Programs Available Helping to build Healthy Bodies and Strong Minds.

Directors: Teodora Cepoi-Olympic Silver Medalist
Sorin Cepoi-Twice Olympic Competitor

Tom Brophy-Club Manager

SUMMER CLASSES
Preschool, Recreational and Team Classes Available

www.dynamicgym.com
914-528-5437

The Stay & Play Club is a fun, active 
and safe environment for Elementary 

school aged children after school.

Located on the

914-528-5600

914-528-5600

Hours: Before Elementary School 
Starting at 7AM

 After Elementary school 
till 6PM

CELEBRATING
44 YEARS

OF QUALITY EDUCATION

OUR MONTESSORI SCHOOL
IN YORKTOWN AND CARMEL

914-962-9466
www.ourmontessorischool .com

Now Accepting Registration for September

ages 18 months through middle school

Quality 
Dance for 
Pre-School
to Adult 

www.danceexpressionny.com

REGISTERING FOR FALL DANCE CLASSES!

Dance Expression

JAZZ • HIP-HOP • CONTEMPORARY • BALLET  
POINTE • TAP • ACRO/TUMBLING • MUSICAL THEATRE

Directed by former Knicks & Nets dancers,
Jessica Grafer & Christine Grafer Ferreira

Competition & Performance Teams
Private Lessons & Birthday Parties too!

8 John Walsh Blvd., Suite #327
Charles Point, Peekskill, NY 10566

(914) 736-3100

982 Main Street (Route 52)
Fishkill, NY 12524

(845) 765-2009
Registration on
Tues 8/30 & 9/6 

from 5-7pm

Dance is not
just what
we do...
It’s who
we are.

NEW CLASSES, 
Dancing Diapers 

for ages 1 & 2 

Registration on
Thurs 9/1 & 9/8 

from 5-7pm 

Small NewS 
iS BiG NewS 

adver tising@theexaminernews.com
914.864.0878
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For the fifth straight year, the Hudson 
Highlands Land Trust (HHLT) and 
Constitution Marsh Audubon Center and 
Sanctuary celebrate local student poetry 
with a River of Words Poetry Trail, open 
to the public for free, self-guided tours 
through Sunday, August 28th.  The trail 
is a series of temporary installations of 
nature-inspired poetry by local students 
winding through one of the Hudson 
Highlands’ most beautiful settings, the 
Constitution Marsh Audubon Center and 
Sanctuary in Garrison.  

The poems were created by students 
during HHLT’s River of Words (ROW) 
workshops. This year’s featured student 
poets include Haldane Elementary 
School students: fourth graders Frankie 
DiGiglio (teacher, Michelle Hartford), 
and Brynn Martin and Henry O’Neil 
(teacher, Jennifer Windels); Putnam 
Valley Elementary School students: 
fourth graders Ava Harmon and Javier 
Salazar (teachers, Susan Boyd and Dawn 
Alcera); Cornwall Elementary School 
student: third grader Ronan Murray 
(teacher, Deborah Moore); and Cornwall’s 
Willow Avenue Elementary School: third 
graders Aine Blum (teacher, Kelly Hogan) 
and Gabriella Uhl (teacher, Eleonora 
Panzanaro).

The featured poems were chosen 
from hundreds of poems written during 
HHLT’s River of Words environmental 

education workshops offered in five area 
public school districts throughout the 
2015-2016 school year.

A special reception for the young poets, 
their families and special guests was 
held on Sunday, August 14, featuring a 
live reading by award-winning poet and 
River of Words educator, Irene O’Garden. 
The free, self-guided tour of the HHLT 
Poetry Trail at Constitution Marsh is 
open to the public and will be available 
to explore from dawn to dusk, through 
August 28. Poetry Trail maps are located 
at the Constitution Marsh parking lot 
and information center, as well as local 
libraries and the HHLT’s office at Winter 
Hill in Garrison.

In September, the Hudson Highlands 
Nature Museum will host a River of 
Words Poetry Trail that will feature a 
different set of poems written by children 
from both sides of the river.

HHLT’s Hudson Highlands Regional 
River of Words environmental education 
program incorporates observation-
based nature exploration and the arts 
into traditional education. The program 
focuses on the Hudson River watershed, 
training teachers to use nature as a 
learning laboratory, conducting student 
workshops that inform on ecology, local 
history and natural resources protection, 
and tying nature-inspired, outdoor-based 
instruction to the New York State Core 

Curriculum Standards. It is made possible 
by the generous support of the RBC Blue 
Water Project, The Vidda Foundation and 
the Pig Difference Foundation.

HHLT’s environmental education 
program is based on the national River 
of Words (ROW) program, co-founded 
by US Poet Laureate Robert Hass, and 
affiliated with the Library of Congress 
Center for the Book.  

The Hudson Highlands Land Trust is an 
accredited, non-profit, community-based 
land conservation organization dedicated 
to the protection of the natural resources, 
rural character, and scenic beauty of 

the Hudson Highlands.  Through its 
educational outreach, the Land Trust 
strives to instill the importance of 
stewardship in the area’s youngest 
residents.  For more information, please 
visit www.hhltrow.org or call 845-424- 
3358 x7.

Constitution Marsh Audubon Center 
and Sanctuary is a beautiful 270-acre 
tidal marsh managed by Audubon as a 
wildlife sanctuary since 1970. The marsh 
is irreplaceable habitat that provides refuge 
to wildlife of the Hudson River Estuary. 
For more information, please visit www.
constitutionmarsh.audubon.org.

Crossword Answers

Annual Installation Showcases Local Students’ Nature-Inspired Poetry

PROVIDED PHOTO
Eight local students were honored for having their poems selected from hundreds of  submissions. 
Pictured from left are the winning poets: Brynn Martin, Haldane Elementary; Aine Blum, Willow Avenue 
Elementary, Cornwall; River of  Words Educator Irene O’Garden; Gabriella, Uhl, Willow Avenue Elementary, 
Cornwall; Ronan Murray, Cornwall Elementary; and Frankie DiGiglio, Haldane Elementary. Missing are: 
Javier Salazaar and Ava Harmon both from Putnam Valley Elementary and Henry O’Neil, Haldane 
Elementary. 
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The Victory Cup Polo Match returned to 
the Hudson Valley, New York last month to 
present: “The Victory Cup Farm Bash” and 
by all account, it was a smashing success.

Over 1,500 attendees showed up dressed 
to the nines complete with searsucker suits 
and large floppy hats to enjoy “The Best 
Party Of The Summer.” Even Vineyard 
Vines joined the festivities with their “Whale 
Force” caravan and hundreds of Whale Hats 
to match. The event was hosted at Kirby Hill 
Farm, a modern equestrian center owned 
and operated by Diamond Properties and 
is located on a rolling countryside of forests 
and trails in Pawling.

“We were honored to host the Victory Cup 
at Kirby Hill Farm in Pawling. Diamond 
Properties, along with our guests had a 
wonderful time at this unique and signature 
equestrian event. It was an absolutely 
amazing event to highlight the beauty of this 
property. We are greatly looking forward 
to hosting the event next year,” said Jim 
and Bill Diamond of Diamond Properties, 
owners of Kirby Hill Farm.

While the event was a private, for-profit 
event, The Victory Cup partnered with 
Green Chimneys and Lucky Orphans Horse 
Rescue affording them the opportunity to 
receive 70 percent of all ticket sales! The 
Victory Cup also encouraged attendees to 
donate directly to these wonderful not-for-
profits.

The president of the New York Yankees 
Randy Levine and his lovely wife, Mindy, 
answered the call. They graciously agreed to 
match donated funds to Green Chimneys 

to help raise a total of $20,000 for this 
wonderful not-for-profit. The funds came 
from direct donations, ticket sales as well 
as a New York Yankees Experience silent 
auction item!

“It was our pleasure and an honor to 
participate in this year’s Victory Cup. Not 
only was it a great success in a multitude 
of ways, but Green Chimneys and Lucky 
Orphans Horse Rescue - both organizations 
close to our hearts - will surely benefit from 
the funds and awareness raised due to the 
great efforts on behalf of all who worked 
hard to make this as wonderful as it was,” 
said Mindy Levine.

“It was truly exciting to be a part of The 
Victory Cup and have the opportunity 
to introduce ourselves to so many new 
people,” states Kristin Dionne, Director of 
Fund Development. “The friends made and 
funds raised means a lot for the children we 
serve and our animals who help them. And 
the fun day was a bonus for all of us!”

Lucky Orphans Horse Rescue also 
received a total of $607.89 from ticket sales 
and also received direct donations of $1,975 
on behalf of Victory Cup attendees.

“As director of Lucky Orphans Horse 
Rescue, I am grateful to have been part of 
The Victory Cup for two years in a row. As a 
charity, the opportunity to share the mission 
of my organization is tremendous. As an 
attendee or as a vendor, the event brings in 
the masses! What an amazing party,” said 
Deanna Mancuso.

The VIP and Hospitality tents offered 
guests a refined experience while they mixed 

and mingle with premier event sponsors 
and partners. Diamond Properties, Mindy 
& Randy Levine, Subaru, Tito’s Hand 
Crafted Vodka, Schmitt Excavating, 
Shaylene Neumann Real Estate, and Black 
Stone Texas were just some of the proud 
sponsors of this wonderful family & pet 
friendly event.

“Dutchess Tourism was pleased to 
partner to promote the Victory Cup Polo 
Match at Kirby Hill Farm; it was a great 
opportunity to attract more and new 
visitors to Dutchess County,” said Melaine 
Rottkamp, director of special events, 
outreach and administration who attended 
the event. “Everywhere I looked, people 
had smiles on their faces as they enjoyed 
the polo matches, the locally produced 
food and beverages and the excitement of 

the day.” She added, “Over 2,500 visitors 
came from all over the Hudson Valley, the 
northeast and as far as Texas and Arizona 
to attend this terrific event and explore 
the unique things that make us Distinctly 
Dutchess. We are looking forward to seeing 
this event continue to grow in the coming 
years.”

Following polo, Victory Cup Farm to 
Table pass holders rolled into an exclusive 
Farm to Table Dinner prepared by Chefs 
Rich Parente of Clock Tower Grill, Michael 
Chutney of The Twisted Oak and Chopped 
Champion Chef Dafna Mizrahi of Monte’s 
in Amenia! The dinner was literally on the 
polo field with the polo players themselves 
and enjoyed by 200 guests.

For more information about The Victory 
Cup please visit: www.VictoryCup.org.

On August 3, the Putnam County 
Economic Development Corporation 
hosted an investor breakfast to celebrate 
the organization’s 20th anniversary.  Held 
at the Putnam County Golf Course in 
Mahopac, the event drew approximately 
120 business professionals and elected 
officials.  County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell presented the keynote address, in 
which five key infrastructure initiatives 
designed to improve economic 
development across the county were 
disclosed.

“This is the Year of Business 
Development in Putnam County,” said 
Odell.  “In order to grow our economic 
base and create a sustainable business 
environment in our county, we must put 
the right infrastructure in place and that 
starts with municipal water and sewage.  
To that end, last week, our planning 
commission submitted five CFA grant 
applications – four of which specifically 
address water or sewage improvements in 
the Towns of Southeast, Putnam Valley, 
Kent and Carmel.” 

“We are particularly excited about the 
proposed interstate sewer and water line 
extension from Danbury to Route 6 in 
Southeast.  This is a unique partnership 
with the Town of Danbury that helps us 

add sewer service to an under developed 
area on Route 6, while helping Danbury 
sell its extra capacity – it’s a win-win,” 
added Odell.

The CFA grant applications request 
funding for the following:

1. Interstate Sewer and Water Line 
Extension to US Route 6 Corridor 
from Danbury: Proposed project 
extends centralized sewer and water lines 
providing and handling the return thereof 
of approx. 300,000 gpd, to the US Rte. 6 
commercial corridor from the western 
boundary of Brewster through the Town 
of Southeast westward to the Connecticut 
state line. 

Benefits: increased property values, 
local business expansion, availability 
of new employment, generation of tax 
revenues.

2. Centralized Public Sewer Service 
to US Route 6, Mahopac area: Proposed 
sewer service would extend from the 
Villa Barone Hilltop Manor catering hall 
south to the Town/County line (Putnam/
Westchester).

Benefits: Local business expansion, job 
creation from construction activity and 
new commercial businesses, new sales 
and property tax revenues in region.

3. Public Water Extension from the 

Town of Cortlandt/Westchester County 
line to the hamlet of Oregon Corners in 
the Town of Putnam Valley: Area will be 
provided approx. 150,000 gpd from the 
Northern Westchester Joint Water Works, 
Town of Cortlandt Water District to the 
Oregon Corners central business district 
along Oscawana Lake Road and Peekskill 
Hollow Rd. extending up to Putnam 
Valley High School into Foothill Street.

Benefits: increased property values, 
availability of new employment 
opportunities, generation of tax revenues.

4. Wastewater Treatment Plant 
(WWTP) on Route 311, Town of Kent: 
WWTP will collect sewage waste from 
the Lake Carmel residential area, as well 
as the under-developed commercial 
corridors of Route 311 and Route 52 in 
Kent and Patterson.

Benefits: Improved living conditions, 
allows for business expansion, job creation 
from construction and new businesses 
that move to the area as a result of new 
public sewer system.

5. Brewster Revitalization Phase I: 
Transit-oriented development (TOD) 
proposed to replace the existing buildings 
between Main Street, Railroad Avenue 
and Marvin Avenue, and the Southeast 
Museum to the east. Construction entails 

a shared subsurface parking structure for 
540 cars, with two mixed-use buildings 
above and built around a central open 
space plaza. The buildings will provide 
290 apartments and 32,000 sq. ft. of retail 
and commercial space.

Benefits: Revitalizes a distressed 
community into a vibrant, thriving place 
to live, work and play; job creation and 
higher quality of life for village residents, 
improve tourism and improve regional 
economic opportunities. 

The County anticipates a response from 
the State concerning funding approval for 
these initiatives before the end of the year. 

As part of Governor Andrew Cuomo’s  
plan to improve the state’s economic 
development model, a NYS Consolidated 
Funding Application (CFA) was created 
to streamline and expedite the grant 
application process. The CFA process 
marks a fundamental shift in the way 
state resources are allocated, ensuring 
less bureaucracy and greater efficiency 
to fulfill local economic development 
needs. For more information about 
the consolidated funding application 
process and eligibility, please contact 
Jill Varricchio, president of the Putnam 
Economic Development Corporation, at 
845-808-1021.

Local Non-Profits Get Boost Following Victory Cup

Proposed Infrastructure Projects Unveiled at Putnam EDC’s Breakfast
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No man is an island, nor 
would he or she wish to exist 
as one, but there were a couple 
of occasions, especially when I 
lived in an apartment building 
that was not well insulated 
for sound, when I wished I 
were. According to a survey 
by Trulia, 67 percent of people 
like their neighbors. Should 
that leave us to assume that 
the other 33 percent of us don’t 
like them for some reason?

The nature of neighbor 
complaints depends on the 
type of domiciles involved. 
If we live in apartments or 
condos, they might be mostly 
about noise above or through 
contiguous walls. If we live in single-
family homes, they are probably more 
about trash handling or visual blight.

I remember that years ago there was 
a case considered visual blight on my 
block that was both controversial and 
amusing at the same time. There was a 
very colorful free spirit living midway 
down the block who was a taxidermist. 
Somewhere along the way he had 
acquired a large promotional statue 
of an Indian chief, close to 20 feet tall 
that stood majestically at the end of his 
driveway, one hand outstretched to the 
sky. It could be seen from a distance 
as you drove down the street. Some of 
us considered it a welcome landmark. 

Others were not amused.
When it came time for the 

house to be sold across the 
street, the homeowner was 
distressed that the outlandish 
yard embellishment would 
discourage all prospects. As it 
happened, a young couple with 
whom we became friends fell 
in love with the house and felt 
welcomed by the Indian chief 
across the street extending the 
hand of friendship. To each his 
own.

My last report on the subject 
of neighbor complaints was 
based on a survey taken 
from the annual log of my 
hometown code enforcer, 

listed in order of frequency as follows:
Complaint #1: Trash.  Surprised? I 

was. The complaints deal with how trash 
is handled, bundled, where it is placed or 
whether it blows on to other neighbors’ 
properties.   

Complaint #2: Fences. There can 
be trouble when a fence is constructed 
with the “ugly” side facing a neighbor, 
when town codes usually specify that the 
decorative side must face away from the 
house. This complaint is so endemic that 
fence manufacturers have invented the 
fence where both sides are decorative.

Complaint #3 and #4. Trees. Part 
A of the complaint is when a tree 
on one person’s property is hanging 

over a neighbor’s yard, casting shade 
or dropping leaves or limbs. Part B 
is removing mature trees when they 
significantly change the landscape. Most 
towns have tree ordinances to prevent 
this, but it happens anyway.

Complaint #5:  Visual Blight. This is a 
broad category and can involve anything 
from excessive numbers of vehicles in 
driveways to non-repair of a home’s 
exterior or any pile of stuff that is covered 
with that horrible shade of blue plastic.

Complaint #6: Noise. This covers 
several categories. There is noise from 
loud music, mostly yard parties with 
amplifiers. Lawnmowers or leaf blowers 
used after dinner time are particularly 
challenging to neighbors staying friendly.

Complaint #7: Signs. The ubiquitous 
“tag sale” signs attached to telephone 
poles, which is a patently illegal place to 
place them. The double dip of annoyance 
is when the offenders fail to come back to 
remove them after the sale.

Complaint #8: Dogs. Continuous 
barking is the main issue with dogs, 
and some towns have specific allowable 
time frames considered acceptable to let 
dogs bark. In my town, a resident can 
complain after 15 minutes of continuous 
barking. 

Complaint #9: Water Runoff. When 
a new construction project creates 
water runoff on another property, the 
complaint usually goes first to the code 
enforcer, but then to the town board and 

town engineer to try to get something 
done about it.

Complaint #10:  Outdoor Lighting. 
This is a distant last category. Perhaps 
because of security measures or safety, 
there seems to be more outdoor lighting 
used today, which sometimes is pitched 
directly at neighbors’ bedroom windows.

For those facing neighbor problems, 
here are a few suggestions gleaned from 
various sources of expertise to ward off 
explosive situations. Basically, sound 
advice is to talk it out. Call ahead and 
plan a time “to talk.” Meet in neutral 
territory, on the sidewalk or property 
line. Don’t accuse; explain the problem 
and ask how it might be solved together.  

If that doesn’t work, check local noise 
and disturbance ordinances and write a 
personal letter to the neighbor, offering 
a solution. If you have a condo or block 
association, they can send a standard 
letter citing a code or by-law. The best 
resolution is to alleviate the problem 
through open communications without 
having to call the local precinct or filing a 
complaint in court.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
(914) 522-2076.

When the Time Comes to Deal with ‘Difficult’ Neighbors

This week’s wine 
focus is on health. 

You are all aware 
of the study done 
in France in the 
early ’90s that 
compared French 
and American 
diets and health. 
Even though both 
diets were high in 

fatty foods, the French were healthier 
and living longer. Since then, in study 
after study, it has been shown that those 
who consume moderate amounts of 
red wine in their diet are healthier than 
those who abstain or those who drink 
to excess. Wine lovers can bask in the 
knowledge that, for once, something 
they enjoy is actually good for them.

The scientific studies all point to a 
singular element in wine that accounts 
for this phenomenon: a plant compound 
in the skins of red grapes called 
polyphenols. 

This natural compound is an 
antioxidant that counters the natural 
tendency of the typical American diet to 
cause certain cells to multiply and mutate. 
When fatty cells multiply, they can lead 
to heart and other diseases; when other 
cells mutate, they can lead to cancer and 

other immune-associated 
diseases. 

Let’s look at the 
underlying explanation 
offered by science on the 
function and impact of 
polyphenols. First, they 
reduce the growth of 
fatty cells in blood vessels, thus slowing 
the build-up of plaque that leads to the 
narrowing of blood vessels, which can 
then lead to heart attacks and strokes. 
Second, during digestion, when wine 
is absorbed more slowly, polyphenols 
interact with fatty food. Blood platelets 
that carry nutrition – and fatty cells – to 
the rest of the body are less likely to be 
affected by these fatty compounds when 
polyphenols are present in the digestive 
tract. 

Here are a few health benefits of 
consuming polyphenols in moderation: 
healthier blood vessels, reduced coronary 
heart disease, reduced levels of ulcer-
causing bacteria, prevention/destruction 
of cancer cells and a lower incidence of 
stroke. Truly amazing.

The key here is moderation. What 
constitutes moderation? One to two 
glasses of wine a day is acceptable, 
according to FDA guidelines. This 
equates to approximately 10 ounces 

of wine, or less than 
half a bottle. Anything 
more and the pendulum 
swings to the potentially 
unhealthy effects of wine 
(alcoholism, cancer, 
obesity, diabetes). And 
don’t save up during the 

week so that you can splurge on the 
weekends. It doesn’t work.

Do certain wines contain more 
polyphenols than others? Yes. Grapes 
with thicker skins, or which are 
fermented longer, will have higher levels 
of tannins, which contain higher levels 
of polyphenols. Phrases like “firm” or 
“concentrated” tannins indicate higher 
levels, while phrases like “soft” or “ripe” 
tannins indicate lower levels. It’s not 
a coincidence that countries with the 
highest rates of proven longevity (France, 
Italy) produce wines with two to four 
times the amount of polyphenols than 
do other regions. This translates to the 
dominant grapes grown in these areas - 
Cabernet Sauvignon and Sangiovese.

There are other foods containing 
polyphenols that you may consider as 
an alternative to wine. Most notable 
among these is dark chocolate. One 
ounce contains as many polyphenol 
compounds as four ounces of red wine. 

The downside is calories; one ounce of 
dark chocolate contains more calories 
(138) than five ounces of red wine (110). 
Other polyphenol-rich foods are apples, 
pomegranates, raspberries, blueberries 
and walnuts. 

For those who choose not to consume 
alcohol, fret not. Unfermented grape 
juice, notably from Concord grapes, 
contains a high level of polyphenols - 
almost 50% of red wine. The concept is 
the same as for red wine: the dark, thick 
skin of the Concord grape contains a 
high level of polyphenols.

Wine has been an intuitively 
healthy choice for centuries and now 
the perennially pessimistic scientific 
community has endorsed wine as a 
“natural” choice for preventing and 
treating diseases. But like everything else 
in life, moderation is the key. Consumers 
rejoice – healthy choices that are fun. It 
doesn’t get any better than this. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine

Eat Your Vegetables and Drink Your Glass of Wine

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
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Support Groups: 
The Alzheimer’s Association 

Hudson Valley Chapter offers two 
ongoing activities for families affected 
by Alzheimer’s disease or other forms of 
dementia. Caregiver Support Group is 
held from 6:30 p.m.-8 p.m. on the third 
Thursday of every month at Putnam 
Hospital Center at 670 Stoneleigh Ave. in 
Carmel. The support group allows people 
caring for someone with dementia to 
share their feelings and experiences with 
others who understand. To participate 
in the caregiver support group, call 
800.272.3900.

Music Social for people with early-
stage Alzheimer’s or other forms of 
dementia and their family caregivers is 
held from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. the third 
Wednesday of every month at Mahopac 
Public Library at 668 Route 6 in Mahopac. 
The Music Social is an interactive 
program with Certified Music Therapist 
Melinda Burgard that encourages people 
living with Alzheimer’s and their family 
caregivers to get out, socialize and enjoy 
some musical fun. The Music Social 
is free, but preregistration is required. 
Anyone interested in attending should 
call Care Consultant Lisa Papantoniou 
at 800.272.3900. The Alzheimer’s 
Association has a 24-hour helpline at 
800.272.3900 that caregivers can call 
anytime for support and guidance. 
Educational programs offered in the 
Hudson Valley are listed at www.alz.org/
hudsonvalley.
Senior Classes:  

The Putnam County Computer 
Learning Center for seniors holds 
registration the first Thursday of every 
month at the William Koehler Senior 
Center, 180 Route 6 in Mahopac and 
at the Putnam Valley Senior Center, 
117 Town Park Lane, Putnam Valley.  
Registration hours in Mahopac are from 
9:30 a.m. – 11 a.m..  Putnam Valley 
registration is from 10:00 – 12:00 Noon. 
In addition to a variety of computer 
classes, we also teach classes in iPad, 
iPhone and Android Basics.  Anyone 
55 or older can register for a variety of 
computer classes. Registration is required 
in person.  For more information you can 
call Judy Kolt at (845) 277-5422 or email 
her at jak4dogs@verizon.net  If anyone 
is interested in volunteering, please call 
Judy Kolt as above.
Fall Book Club: 

Beginning September 14: Registration 
for fall book clubs for kids is now open! 
Check out the Patterson Library calendar 
for information about our upcoming 
book clubs for children of all ages 
ranging from Kindergarten to twelfth 
grade!  Registration required. For more 
information or to register contact the 
Patterson Library at 845-878-6121 x10 or 
go to www.pattersonlibrary.org and click 

Calendar.
Fall Story Time 

Beginning September 26: Registration 
for summer story times is now open! 
The Patterson Library offers story times 
for all ages including babies, toddlers, 
and preschool age children.  Go to the 
Patterson Library calendar to check out 
the dates and times of each story time and 
sign up today! Registration is required. 
For more information or to register 
contact the Patterson Library at 845-878-
6121 x10 or go to www.pattersonlibrary.
org and click Calendar.
Register on-Line: 

If you would like free access to 
e-books, downloadable audiobooks, 
streaming music and videos, popular 
digital magazines and more but have not 
gotten around to getting a library card 
yet - good news!  It is now possible to 
register for a Reed Library card online 
for access to the library’s great digital 
collection without a trip to the library.  
Visit the Reed Library homepage, www.
CarmelLibrary.org, and click “Library 
Card” to get started.  Reed Memorial 
Library, 845-225-2439.
Lego Club 

Thursday, September 22, October 27, 
and November 17   4:30 p.m. Kids, show 
off your incredible imagination and 
building skills by tackling our monthly 
theme with the library’s Legos. For grades 
K and up. Registration required. For more 
information or to register contact the 
Patterson Library at 845-878-6121 x10 or 
go to www.pattersonlibrary.org and click 
Calendar.
Farmers Markets: 

Hudson Valley Regional Farmers 
Market: The Hudson Valley Regional 
Farmers Market hopes to exemplify 
its connections to the community to 
provide local economic opportunity as 
it showcases sustainability.  15 Mount 
Ebo Road South Brewster.  10 a.m. 
- 2 p.m.  For more info: http://www.
hudsonvalleyfarmersmarket.org/

Mid-Week Hikes - The leaders offer 
hikes of varying difficulty to different areas 
of the Mid-Hudson Valley.  Hikes may 
be followed by a stop for refreshments.  
Leaders: Ginny Fauci, gefauci@gmail.
com  845-399-2170 or Lalita Malik, 
Lalitamalik@aol.com  (845) 592-0204. 
They will be held every Thursday, weather 
permitting.  Contact the leaders if you are 
interested in joining these hikes.
Wednesday, August 24

The Community Conversations: 
Cold Spring Coffee Pantry, 3091 Route 
9, Cold Spring.  3 p.m. Philipstown 
Recreation Center, 107 Glenclyffe, 
Garrison -Saturday, September 24, 10 
a.m. Garrison School, 1100 Route 9D, 
Garrison - Friday, September 30, 9 a.m. St. 
Philip’s Church Parish House, 1101 Route 
9D, Garrison - Thursday, October 6, 3 

p.m. All are welcome, and child care will 
be available for the workshop at St. Philip’s 
Church.  If possible, please let the Library 
Director know if you plan attend; call 
Jen McCreery at 845-424-3020.For those 
unable to attend a scheduled Community 
Conversation, a short survey will be 
available on the Desmond-Fish Library 
Website at www.desmondfishlibrary.org.

Summer BBQ at Putnam Ridge:  
Older adults are invited to come to the 
last Summer “Senior Barbeque”  5 p.m., 
at Putnam Ridge, 46 Mt. Ebo Road N., 
Brewster.  Come join the fun and bring 
a friend as we celebrate with entertainer 
Chip Andrus, a new alternative folk singer 
and songwriter, who will perform some of 
his original songs and familiar one, as well.  
Much of Chip’s music is a mix of down 
to Earth with a dash-of-mystery.  From 
the mountains of Arkansas to Nashville, 
to New York, his sound is a refreshing 
mix of acoustic folk, rock, bluegrass and 
jam band inspirations.  Putnam Ridge’s 
award-winning Chef, Carmen Melilli, 
will create an array of summer favorites 
to please the palate with a fresh and tasty 
barbeque fare.  Bring a friend or meet 
some new ones at this complimentary 
evening of fun!  To register, call 845-278-
3636, or email bleavy@putnamridge.com 
for more information.
Friday, August 26

Boz Scaggs:  Boz Scaggs released 
his 21st album, A Fool To Care, in 
March of 2015 and to no one’s surprise 
RollingStone magazine named it one of 
the top 50 albums of the year. His soul is 
effortless and deeply felt, never making a 
show of it, but unmistakably evident in 
every lyric he delivers. Tickets $70, $90, 
or $105. They can be purchased online, 
over the phone, or in person. Contact 
the box office through our email or 
phone number listed below. boxoffice@
paramounthudsonvalley.com Paramount 
Hudson Valley Box Office
Saturday, August 27 

Meg Valenzuela of Putnam 
Independent Services will be on hand 
to provide information. Services for 
people with physical, mental health and 
developmental disabilities.- 2 p.m. - 4 
p.m. Julia L. Butterfield Memorial Library 
10 Morris Ave., Cold Spring. www.
butterfieldlibrary.org. 845-265-3040

Starship featuring Mickey Thomas is 
on tour now. Famous hits include “We 
Built this City on Rock and Roll,” “Jane,” 
“Sarah,” “Nothing’s Gonna Stop Us 
Now,” “Fooled Around and Fell in Love,” 
“Loveless Fascination,” “Technicolor 
Black and White,” and many more 
hits from the ‘80s. 8 p.m. boxoffice@
paramounthudsonvalley.com Paramount 
Hudson Valley Box Office

Plein Air Watercolor Painting Class:  
Invitation to artists, both aspiring and 
experienced, for a plein air watercolor 

class led by noted artist and instructor 
Anda Styler (andastylerfineart.com) 
9:30 a.m.-noon, at Green Chimneys 
Beach, Brewster, NY. $10 pre-registration 
required and space is limited. Box lunches 
available for an additional $15 per lunch. 
To register, contact Sharon Nakazato at 
(845) 612-1046 or sharon_nakazato@
comcast.net.  Event sponsored by FrOGS 
(Friends of the Great Swamp).

Armchair Actors to perform at Kent 
Library. The Armchair Actors wing of 
the Brewster Theater Company   have a 
fun performance planned for the Kent 
Public Library. 1:30 p.m. -2:45 p.m. .  The 
Armchair Actors will read THE REMOTE 
and WAITING FOR THE MATINEE   
by Eric Coble, ANIMAL CRACKERS 
by Durant, and LADIES AT PLAY, an 
English translation of a Cuban Play, The 
main feature will be a 30 minute reading 
of a radio broadcast of THE LIFE OF 
RILEY.  Registration is required. You may 
register for the program by going to www.
kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent Public 
Library at 845-225-8585.  The library is 
located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes. 
Sunday, August 28 

HHLT’S River of Words Poetry Walk 
at Constitution Marsh – Open dawn to 
dusk at Constitution Marsh Sanctuary 
in Garrison, a free self-guided tour that 
features nature inspired poems written 
by school children from both sides of the 
Hudson River. Call 845/424-3358 x4 or 
845/265-2601 for more information.
Tuesday, Aug 30 

Mahopac Public Library will be 
hosting a blood drive. 1p.m.-7 pm.  This 
urgent drive is coordinated by the New 
York Blood Center.  

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com

advertising@
theexaminernews.com

Advertise in 
The Examiner. 
Call 864-0878 today!

get 
NOTICED!

Advertise in
The Putnam

Examiner
Call 914-864-0878 today!
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 082316

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver Coins, 
Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics Etc., Call 
Joe Today @ 914-310-5153

HEALTH
IF YOU USED THE BLOOD THIN-
NER XARELTO and suffered internal 
bleeding, hemorrhaging, required hospi-
talization or a loved one died while tak-
ing Xarelto between 2011 and the present 
time, you may be entitled to compensa-
tion. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

HELP WANTED
WANTED: ABLE BODIED RETIREE 
WITH FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE FOR 
PERIODIC WORK for Garrison senior 
couple who entertain extensively. Work 
would involve setting up and dismantling 
tables used at parties and holidays and 
driving couple to periodic medical ap-
pointments. We are not last-minute peo-
ple so you would always have advanced 
notice. Currently we have five dates to fill 
for autumn. RELIABILITY IS PARA-
MOUNT. PAY IS $20 PER HOUR. 845-
424-3107.

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LAWN AND GARDEN
Privacy Hedges, LIMITED SUPPLY, 6ft 
Arborvitae, Fast Growing, Reg $129 Now 
$69, Beautiful, Bushy, Nursery Grown. 
FREE Installation/FREE delivery, Other 
Trees Available! 844-592-3327, www.low-
costtreefarm.com

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: RUN-
WAY PRESTIGE, LLC. ART OF ORG. 
filed with SSNY on 4/07/16. Office in 
Westchester County, SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: 285 Rich Avenue, Mt. Vernon, NY 
10552. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SAN-
DANO TECHNOLOGY GROUP, LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with Secre-
tary of State of New York (SSNY) on June 
30, 2016.  Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to:  Ste-
fano Sandano 59 Kensington Road Apt 
1A Bronxville, NY 10708.  Purpose:  Any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF JENN 
MANN INTERIORS, LLC. ARTS. Of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 7/07/16.  Office 
location: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to Jennifer Mann, 11 Oneida Street 
Rye, New York 10580. Purpose: any law-
ful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ARCU-
RIAM, LLC.   Articles of Organization 
filed with the Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 7/14/16.  Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
The LLC, 15 Ridge Road, Hartsdale, NY, 
10530.  Purpose: any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF WIN-
NERS ROW, LLC. Articles of Organi-
zation filed with SSNY on 4/28/16. Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Hakiem Dixon, 33 Lincoln 
Ave, New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose:  
Winners Row, LLC is a full-service en-
tertainment company, inclusive of art-
ist, songwriter, producer and engineer 
management; music publishing; touring 
& merchandising; film & television; new 
business ventures; and a music label.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF EYRIE 
02, LLC. Arts of Org filed with the Secy 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 06/13/2016. Of-
fice loc: Westchester. SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom process may be served 
and shall mail process to the principal 
business address: 20 Oak Rd., Katonah, 
NY 10536. Purpose: Any lawful acts. 

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ERIKA 
CLEANING SERVICE, LLC. Arts. Of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 7/26/16. Office 
location: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to Erika Da Cunha, 13 Bent Avenue 
Apt. D, Port Chester, New York 10573. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

LOTS & ACREAGE
UPSTATE NY LAND SALE! CENTRAL 
NY 10 AC -$29,900 CATSKILLS MOUN-
TAINTOP 39 AC -$99,900 ADIRON-
DACK LAKEFRONT CABIN 30 AC- 
$199,900 Sale ends 9/1! Terms avail! Call 
888-905-8847

Mountain Top Liquidation 30 mile 
views! 9.1 Acres only $49,900 2,100 sq ft 
Cabin Package $149,900 90mins NYC! 
Excellent Financing Call Now 888-320-
0920

MISC FOR SALE
KILL BED BUGS & THEIR EGGS! Buy 
Harris Bed Bug Killers/ KIT Complete 

Treatment System. Available: Hardware 
Stores, The Home Depot, homedepot.com

MISCELLANEOUS
VISIT SENIOR PARENTS WITH VID-
EO CALLS Make video calls to your se-
nior parents anytime of the day. HANDS- 
FREE equipment is provided. Social 
interaction with family is crucial for a 
senior’s well being. Service is available 
for seniors living in Westchester County 
area or South Florida area. Call Visual  
Senior TODAY!  (561) 935-3282 or email 
Ellen.Ferguson@VisualSenior.com  
www.VisualSenior.com

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
Delaware: New homes- Sussex and Kent 
counties from $169,000. 9 communi-
ties close to Rehoboth Beach, Delaware 
Bay (Bowerís Beach), or Nanticoke River 
(Seaford). 302-653-7700 www.Lenape-
Builders.net

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS
STUDIO FOR RENT in Jefferson valley, 
no pets and no smoke. (914) 804 4496

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry 
books, cameras, records, instruments, coins, 
watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. 
PLEASE CALL AARON AT 914-654-1683

CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS 
Up to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Pay-
ment Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices 
Paid!! Call JENNI Today! 800-413-3479 
www.CashForYourTestStrips.com
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49
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Renegades third baseman Jim Haley kept up his strong offensive output after going 1-4 last Thursday in a 7-2 win over the Auburn Doubledays. Haley also scored two runs and walked. Having won 8 of  the last 
10 games, including four in a row, the Hudson Valley Renegades have opened a three-game lead on the Staten Island Yankees for first place in the NY-Penn McNamara division with 16 regular-season games 
remaining.

Haley’s 
Comet  

Visible!
RENEGADE 

3B 
SCORCHING 

HOT 
IN HUDSON 

VALLEY 
STREAK 

ANDY JACOBS PHOTO
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Renegades starting pitcher Noel Rodriguez fires 
to the plate in last Thursday’s 7-2 victory over 
Auburn.

Angel Perez of  the Renegades runs to third base 
in last Thursday’s game.

Hudson Valley’s Garrett Whitley, the first-round 
draft pick of  the Tampa Bay Rays in 2015, runs 
down the first-base line in last Thursday’s win.

Spencer Jones pitches in relief  last Thursday for 
the Renegades, who resumed play after the all-
star break with four straight wins.

Jake Fraley smacks a triple in the fifth inning of  the 
Renegades’ 7-2 win over Auburn.

Hudson Valley second baseman Miles Mastrobuoni 
tracks a pop fly during the Renegades’ win 
Thursday at Dutchess Stadium.

Renegades shortstop Bill Pujols turns an eighth-
inning double play as Auburn’s Paul Panaccione 
slides into second base.

Renegades catcher Chris Betts runs the bases in 
the sixth inning vs. the DoubleDays.

Hudson Valley second baseman Miles Mastrobuoni 
tracks a pop fly during the Renegades’ win 
Thursday at Dutchess Stadium.

Hudson Valley catcher Chris Betts fires the ball 
to first base as pitcher Noel Rodriguez looks on 
during last Thursday’s 7-2 win over the Auburn 
DoubleDays.

Angel Perez, one of  seven Renegades selected to 
play in the New York-Penn League All-Star Game, 
hits a second-inning single to left last Thursday at 
Dutchess Stadium.

focus on
MINOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
Renegades vs. Auburn

Dutchess Stadium
August 18, 2016
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2016 Gridiron Preview EditionSports

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports 
Editor 

For Further Information Call: 
SOFTBALL: Mike Houlahan – 962-7099 

BASEBALL DIRECTOR: Steve Rosen – 962-7099

SHRUB OAK ATHLETIC CLUB
Will be Accepting Registration for our

SOFTBALL & BASEBALL FALL PROGRAMS
Ages 5-12 yrs. old 

Saturday Aug. 27th 10am-1pm
 Sunday Aug. 28th 10am-1pm

Shrub Oak Administration Building
(Next to Hart Library) Spring 

Players
$60

New Players
$85

Recreation 
Programs are 
our Priority Games are Played on Weekends Only

From Sept. 10th to Oct. 22nd

Trip Down Memory Lane: Lakeland’s Cotones and More
Ever since the 

inception of baseball 
back in the mid-
1800s there’s always 
been a form of men’s 
softball for those us 
who have washed 
up on shore after 
terrific high school 
and college careers. 
But some guys don’t 

wash up like the rest of 
us and they continue to 

relish in the big moment.
I’ve been a part of the Putnam Valley 

Men’s Softball League – one of the best 
fast-pitch leagues in Westchester/Putnam 
County – for over 40 years as a player, 
umpire and/or league coordinator, and I 
can’t recall a bigger or better conclusion 
to a PVPR men’s softball season than 
the one we saw last Wednesday when 
Lakeland grad and former three-time 
All-Section stud Joe Cotone mashed a 
first-pitch, three-run, walk-off home 
run in the bottom of the ninth inning to 
propel Brodie’s Pub  to a 10-9 win over 
The Stadium for its first-ever PVPR Men’s 
A-League championship.

If you know anything at all about the 
Lakeland sports circuit, you know the 
Cotones are a major cog in the Lakeland/
SOAC network, what 
with dad (Joe Sr.) being 
the voice of Lakeland 
sports, serving as the 
man behind the mic for 
just about every varsity 
game the school plays. 
Joe. Jr. was the three-
hitter in a Murderer’s 
Row lineup that included All-NYS OF 
Alex Martinez, Mike Dwyer, Nick Souza 
and Dennis Alimonti back in 2005.

Craig (2008 grad) and Anthony (2010) 
Cotone also played baseball at Lakeland, 
Anthony a pivotal part of the Hornets’ last 
Section 1 championship under former 
coaches Mike and Dennis Robinson. So 
they’ve been a big part of the scene at 
‘The Hive’ since Coach Denny called up 
Joe as a freshman and he scored a key run 
in the Hornets’ 2002 title with the likes of 
Sammy Golubov, Timmy Canniff, Scott 
DeIeso, Aarron Honig, Greg Gonzalez, 
Joe Spencer and the Reilly brothers, 
Brendan and Bobby, leading the way.

The Cotones are still hanging around 
Lakeland; Joe, the humble quiet one, is the 
J.V. baseball coach, Craig, the outwardly 
fun one with a football pedigree, and 
Anthony, still full of piss and vinegar, all 
still make the scene from time to time, 
and mom still teaches at Copper Beech. 
So it came as no surprise to see them all 
(minus mom) hopping up and down on 

home plate when 
Joe Jr. trotted 
across with the 
winning run in 
a softball game 
that had a ton of 
Lakeland flavor 
on one side and 
an assortment 
of Walter Panas/
Hen Hud on the 
other.

It was just like 
old times for 
me, the guy who 
covered most 
of these young 
adults during 
their high school 
heyday; the guy 
who saw balls 
go to die in the 
glove of former 
Panas OF Mike 
Parish; the guy 
who admired 
the multi-sport 
career of Panas’ 
Kyle Pierce; the 
guy who traveled 
to Binghamton 
where former All-NYS Hen Hud SS Kurt 

Thomas’ Sailors reached the 
state semis back in 2000; the 
guy who marveled at the 
sweet stroke of Joe Cotone, 
etc., etc.  Heck, I was even 
there with The Stadium 
manager PJ Male when 
he was on the floor at the 
Westchester County Center 

for the 1990-91 Peekskill Red Devils.
The only folks missing were their 

former baseball coaches; them Robinson 
boys, Panas’ Anthony Fata and Hen Hud’s 
Paul ‘Nate’ Natale, but I’m here to tell them 
that very little has changed since these 
guys were competing anywhere from five 
to 25 years ago. While they may have lost 
some hair and gained some weight, these 
guys still get after it like they did back in 
the day…

Second-year Coastal Carolina girls’ 
lacrosse Coach Kristen Selvage wasted 
very little time in bringing in the 
“Yorktown Influence” when she recently 
hired former Cornhusker goalie Katie 
Frederick as assistant coach. Frederick 
goes to Coastal after being a four-year 
letter winner at Ohio State while serving 
as the Buckeyes’ captain and starting 
goalkeeper this past spring. You can 
never have enough Yorktown in your 
lax program, so Frederick, a three-time 
Academic All-Big Ten selection (2014, 
2015 and 2016) will go from being 

coached by Yorktown’s Ellen Mager to 
Ohio State’s Alexis Venechanos (another 
former Husker great) to Coastal 
Carolina. I’d say she has some coaching 
pedigree in her…

I’d have to say the Rio Olympics were 
rather enjoyable for much of the two-
week process from Michael Phelps to 
Simone Biles and Ali Raisman and 
the Final 5 to Usain Bolt to Simone 
Manuel and Kathleen Genevieve "Katie" 
Ledecky et al. And afterward, I can’t 
help but think that no matter how 
disastrous the state of politics is within 
the United States of America – and let’s 
call a spade a spade, this November 
election and the weeks leading up to it 
is a divisive, cataclysmic state of affairs 

– the USA is still the greatest country 
in the world, still the dominant nation 
when it comes to team and individual 
athletics (just look at the medal count): 
And if you think for one second that we 
won’t defend our home turf in a similar 
manner should we be challenged by 
radical factions, you’re dead wrong.

We shall overcome, and America will 
ride high on its mighty horse, so long 
as we stick together and survive the 
namby-pamby odyssey of these next 
four years…

Man, Fantasy Football has gotten so 
big; my eight-year old son wants his own 
team. “I’ll put my communion money 
up,” he said. Should I be worried? 

Direct 
Rays

The Cotone boys, Joe, Craig and Anthony, and their Brodie’s Pub teammates, hover around the Putnam Valley Parks & Recreation 
Men’s A-League championship trophy last Wednesday nights after knocking off  The Stadium, 10-9, in nine innings.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO
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Pirate’s Tides
of Fortune

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sport Editor
@Directrays

If a fifth-place finish in a national 12-U 
baseball tournament is an indication of 
things to come, Carmel High just might 

be the beneficiary four or five years from 
now when this young unit comes of age 
on the varsity scene. The Patterson Pirates 
12-U baseball team capped a memorable 
summer at Cooperstown Dreams Park 
where the Pirates went 5-1 in pool play 

and were ranked 11th out of 104 
teams entering the playoffs. As 
the highest ranked New York 
team and Northeast team in 
tournament, the Pirates reached 
the Elite 8 by beating two teams 
from California, including West 
LA, 11-8, and the South Bay 
Surf, 9-7. 

The Pirates defeated the No.6 
and No.22-seeded team in the 
tournament before losing in 
the quarterfinals to the No.3 
seed, the Studs Raiders of 
Washington, who were defeated 
by tournament champion 
Winter Park of Florida in the 
finals. The Pirates finished 5th 
overall against teams from 
across the US and Canada and 
Manager Ryan Dall – who also 
manages the Carmel Rams’ 
varsity team – couldn’t be 
prouder of the unit, including 
his son, Kevin Dall, who pitched 
the final three innings of the win 
against West LA to advance the 
Pirates to the Sweet 16. Other 
members of the team included 
Nick Montagna (.548 BA), who 
mashed six homers and 14 to 
lead the team, Matt Demme (5 
HR, 12 RBI, 13 runs, 500 BA), 
Brendan Murphy (.480 BA, .581 
OBP), Joey Castellano (7 RBI, 
0.6 ERA), Will Marsden (.409 
BA), Mason Compton (.391 
BA), Dennis Ward (9 RBI), Nick 
Oster (.346 BA), Joe Nemeth, 
Ethan Ondreika and Dall (12 
runs, 3.42 ERA).

“The thing the coaching staff 
was most proud of was the fact 
that we are a town team, all of 
our players will eventually go 
to Carmel High School,” Coach 
Ryan Dall said. “Almost all of 
the teams at Cooperstown are 

elite, travel teams 
from multiple towns 
and we finished fifth 
overall against an elite 
level of competition 
as an in-town team. 
Cooperstown was an 
incredible experience 
for all of our families. 
Beating two teams 
from California 
was awesome; they 
were stunned. They 
thought they were 
going to roll over us.”

Instead, it was the 
Patterson Pirates who 
steamrolled through 
a sensational summer 
of baseball, which 
began with a District 
33 Little League 
championship that 
saw them advance all 
the way to the NYS 
sectional finals in  
late July.

PHOTOS SUBMITTED

Patterson Pirate Nick Montagna led the team with six homers 
during a sterling tournament.

Parents of  the Patterson Pirates got in on the fun that resulted in a solid 
performance in national tourney at Cooperstown.

Patterson Pirate OF Kevin Dall makes tremendous, leaping 
grab at Cooperstown Field of  Dreams at recent national 
tourney.

The Patterson Pirates had a heck of  a week recently at Cooperstown Dreams Park, placing 5th out of  
104 12-U teams across the nation and Canada.

PATTERSON PLACES 5TH IN NATIONAL TOURNEY


