
By Arthur Cusano
While bartenders have been known to 

offer advice or words of wisdom, 23-year-
old Michelle Margilaj offered something 
more to a father and son who found 
themselves in the cold waters of Lake 
Mahopac last April– lifesaving assistance.

Margilaj, a bartender at il Laghetto, 
spotted a 35-year-old man in the water 
after his kayak capsized on a Friday 
evening, and tried to communicate with 

him from the restaurant on the shore. The 
man was having trouble getting the vessel 
upright, and called for help. Margilaj then 
heard another voice – the man’s son. 

That’s when she decided to jump in the 
icy waters and swim to the duo by herself 
while other employees called 911 for help. 
Margilaj helped the boy to shore while the 
father paddled in using the overturned 
craft. He later explained his legs had 
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Supervisor Ken Schmitt recognized Michelle Margilaj at last Wednesday’s board meeting. 
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The Putnam County Sheriff’s Office Sergeant Michael Szabo has been named the New York State 
Marine Law Enforcement Officer of  the Year for 2016. Sgt. Szabo was selected as the award 
recipient from among the ranks of  marine law enforcement officers across the entire state.  The 
selection committee was comprised of  officials from the Bureau of  Marine Services—a division of  
the New York State Office of  Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation. State Parks representatives 
Richard Stefanski and Timothy McGuire visited the Sheriff’s Office last week to present the award 
to Sgt. Szabo.  The award was conferred upon Sgt. Szabo at a ceremony attended by a number 
of  Sheriff’s Office personnel and members of  the sergeant’s family. At the ceremony, Sheriff  Don 
Smith praised the sergeant for his outstanding service in the Marine Unit, pointing out that the 
sergeant played a key role in organizing a recent boating event on Lake Mahopac that raised 
funds for veterans groups in the County. Sheriff  Smith called the sergeant “a great sheriff’s office 
ambassador for community policing in Putnam County” and said his family could rightfully be proud 
of  him. In reading the state award citation, Stefanski cited a number of  the sergeant’s achievements 
in the areas of  marine enforcement and boating safety, including his training of  over 400 citizens in 
boater certification courses and instructing other officers in marine law enforcement.  He mentioned 
what he called “Sgt. Szabo’s fun and creative approach” in encouraging kids to wear life-preservers 
by handing out ice cream treats to youngsters seen wearing them while boating with their families 
on Lake Mahopac.   

Putnam Sergeant Named Marine 
Law Enforcement Officer of Year 

By David Propper
For the past 35 years, under the blazing 

sun, Bill Giles has been working the 
grill at the 4-H Fair cooking sausages, 
hot dogs, and burgers for thousands of 
residents and other fair visitors. 

To commemorate his 35th year of hard 
work and withstanding the heat, Giles, 
a Kent resident, was honored with this 
year’s service award during the 4-H Fair’s 
opening ceremony. Before thousands of 
fair goers came through, many of which 
likely ate Giles’ cooking, public officials 
and Cornell Cooperative Extension 
leaders took time before the rush to 
applaud Giles for his volunteerism. This 
was the 45th annual 4-H Fair in Putnam 
and it lasted all weekend.  

The first year he volunteered, Giles 
cooked for only a couple of hours. Every 
year since, his time near the grill only 
grew when someone didn’t show, or an 
extra hand was needed. 

“It’s just a lot of fun,” Giles said. “That’s 
how it started.”

This time of year is so meaningful to 
Giles that his wife knows not to plan a 
vacation the last weekend in July and he 
takes the weekend off from his job to free 
up time. When asked if there’s any tricks 
to his sizzling success, he said, “There’s no 
secret, it’s sausage, boil it and grill it.”

Giles stressed the point of the 4-H Fair 
is for the hundreds of Putnam children 
that volunteer and are part of various 

Kent Resident Honored for 4-H Fair Dedication at the Grill
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Bill Giles had a long line of  public officials express their gratitude toward him, including State Senator 
Sue Serino (right) and Legislator Toni Addonizio.
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By David Propper
A string of burglaries might be 

solved after a suspect was arrested in 
connection with break-ins in the Village 
of Cold Spring.

David Gipson, 42, was arrested 
Wednesday in Poughkeepsie by 
Dutchess County Sheriff officials 
on charges connected to multiple 
burgalries. Gipson is allegedly tied to six 
burglaries and another two attempted 
burglaries in Cold Spring, and has also 
been implicated in similar crimes in 
Westchester and Dutchess counties, 
according to the Putnam County 
Sheriff ’s Office.

The crime spree started in Cold Spring 
on July 7 when Gipson allegedly broke 
into Go Go Pops, and then tried, but 
failed to break into Kismet at Caryn’s and 
Brasserie Le Bouchen, all three business 
located on Main Street, according to 
authorities. Also on July 7, he allegedly 
burglarized Moo Moo’s Creamery on 
West Street. 

A month later, Gipson returned and 
between July 18 and July 19, he allegedly 
burglarized Our Lady of Loretto Roman 
Catholic Church on Fair Street and 
another three Main Street businesses: 
Bijou Galleries, The Country Touch, and 
Hudson Hil’s Café & Market, according 
to the sheriff ’s office.

All crimes were committed overnight 

and all premises were unoccupied at the 
time of the occurrences, according to the 
sheriff ’s office. Cash was stolen in each 
case, with money taken from registers 
or counters of the businesses and at the 
church, the money in the donation box. 

Gipson apparently entered the 
different business through various 
methods. Forced entry made through 
locked windows in some cases and 
through unlocked windows in others, 
according to police. 

The sheriff ’s office investigated the 
Cold Spring crimes with assistance 
from the Village of Cold Spring 
Police Department.  Investigators 
also collaborated in the investigation 
with detectives from the Dutchess 
County Sheriff ’s Office, Village of 
Ossining Police, City of Beacon Police, 
Town of Poughkeepsie Police and the 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
Police Department.

Suspect Arrested in Cold Spring Crime Spree

PHOTO fROM KISMET AT CARYN’S fACEBOOK PAGE
There was an attempt to burglarize Kismet at Caryn’s, but suspect David Gipson was unsuccessful. Other 
businesses weren’t as lucky. 

Q: I’ve been experiencing discomfort when I lift my 
arm over my head, most often brushing my hair and 
putting dishes in the cupboard. What could be wrong?   
A: Shoulder pain is often because of tendon 
inflammation or tear, dislocation, arthritis or a broken 
bone. If you feel pain when you put on your coat or 
reach into the back seat of the car from the front, 
you may have a rotator cuff injury. The rotator cuff is 
a cradle of muscles and tendons that lets you rotate 
your arm in a full arc. This intricate structure makes it 
possible for you to do everyday activities like reaching 
and lifting; you also rely on your rotator cuff while 
swinging a tennis racquet or golf club or throwing a 
ball. Injury can result from a fall or lifting something 
heavy – or it might just be overuse. I often see rotator 
cuff problems in patients older than 35, as tendons 
lose elasticity with age.

Q: What should I do?
A: If you’re experiencing pain, it’s important to see a 
doctor. A thorough examination is needed to determine 
the cause of your pain. An orthopedist will check for 
symptoms such as swelling, weakness, tenderness and 
any deformities. Additionally, imaging with MRI and 
X-ray will assist in a diagnosis. Treatment options will 

vary. Most often rest, modified activities, and physical 
therapy will be needed. To reduce inflammation and 
pain, medication or injections, such as cortisone shots, 
may be used. Surgery will be required to resolve some 
shoulder problems.
 
Q: What can I expect if I need surgery?    
A:  If there is a tear, I’ll recommend surgery to repair it. Using 
a minimally invasive arthroscopic technique, I’m able to 
repair a rotator cuff as an outpatient procedure and patients 
can expect to be home within a few hours. For more serious 
problems such as severe arthritis, degenerative joint disease, 
or chronic rotator cuff deficiency, shoulder replacement 
surgery is often necessary. Patients can expect to leave 
the hospital after one or two days. Arm movement is 
limited for about six weeks while the tissue around the 
new joint heals. Most patients return to normal activities 
after three months, and shoulder replacements typically 
last a lifetime.

Taking Care of Shoulder Pain
What you should know about symptoms and 
treatment options... 

Evan H. Karas, MD, FAAOS
Co-Chief, Orthopedic Surgery 
Co-Director, Orthopedic & 
Spine Institute
Northern Westchester Hospital

Ask the Doctor

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Did you know?
Each year, approximately 600,000 
Americans have rotator cuff surgery.*
* American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons

Watch Dr. Karas discuss 
Advanced Shoulder Surgery at 
www.nwhorthoandspine.org/DrKaras
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By David Propper
As the first Putnam County family 

to receive an autism service dog, Evette 
Muniz has seen first hand how her son, 
who has autism, has become a different 
person. 

Her son Brian’s life changed completely 
when Wheat was brought into their home 
when he was 6 years old. So when Muniz 
heard that the non-profit Guiding Eyes for 
the Blind was ending its Healing Autism 
program, she couldn’t fathom how many 
future families with autistic children 
would miss out on what her family has 
reaped. 

“I was mortified,” the Carmel resident 
said. “I have seen what these dogs can do.”

A petition by families with autistic 
children was started last month in hopes 
of the reversing Guiding Eyes’ decision, 
calling it a “much needed and beloved” 
program that has been life changing for 
dozens of children with autism, helping 
them improve socially and emotionally. 
The petition states some of the benefits 
include stopping a child from bolting 
into danger because the child is tethered 
to their dog, easing stress and promoting 
calmness in a child, and promoting 
acceptance and inclusion in the 

community for the entire family. 
Overall, 72 families have been served 

with a near 100 percent success rate, 
according to the petition posted on 
change.org. The program was ongoing 
for seven years, with the first five years 
a pilot program. Another 20 families on 

the waiting list will get the dogs before the 
program is halted all together. 

Each dog cost roughly $50,000 to train 
and there are other expenses associated 
like veterinarian care. Instead of placing 
dogs in homes, the plan is to now put a 
service dog or dogs in specialized schools. 
The decision to end the current program 
was made by the non-profit’s board of 
directors and backed by the organization’s 
chief executive officer. 

CEO Thomas Panek said in an article in 
The Journal News that partnering with an 
autism organization would makes more 
sense for the organization and serve more 
children, ages 3-21. 

“Our core focus is and must remain 
training guide dogs for the visually 
impaired,” Panek told The Journal News. 
“Every month, we have people coming 
from all over the world to Guiding Eyes to 
receive guide dogs.”

But parents of children with autism 
believe the program being cut has been 
critical to many families in the region 
and it would be a huge loss if it were 
discontinued. The way these dogs have 
changed autistic children’s lives won’t be 
replicated in a specialized school where 
a group of children only have one dog to 
share during certain hours, service dog 
advocates assert.

There is a rally to save the program at 
the Montrose Fire House on Aug. 14 at 5 
p.m.

Muniz will always remember the day 
the family brought Wheat home. It was 
on Cinco de Mayo, 2012 after her family 
was on the waiting list for two years. The 
bond between her son and Wheat was 
immediate, Muniz marveled. 

Muniz noted that like adopting a child, 
the process is meticulous. Someone 

PROVIDED PHOTO
Brian Muniz and his autistic service dog at SeaWorld in florida recently.

PROVIDED PHOTO
Brian and Wheat are side-by-side companions throughout the day.

Local Families Fight to Keep Service Autism Dog Program
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and to everybody 
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Lisa was taken 

from us too soon.
We love you Lisa 

and miss you.
P.S. Love you and miss you Lisa.

Love Gram
Lisa Head Doslop
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Fiammawoodfiretavern.com
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18 Clark Place
Mahopac, NY
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visits the household and family on 
multiple occasions, before and after the 
dog is received to ensure the dog is well 
integrated into the home and taken care 
of. 

Even the slightest moment in Brian’s 
life with Wheat shows significance in his 
development. On a recent trip to Florida, 
when Brian, now 9, wasn’t completely 
tethered to Wheat, he would still walk 
over on occasion, pet her and say, “my 
Wheaty, my Wheaty.”

“It’s beautiful because these kids need 
to learn their emotions,” she said. “These 
kids need to learn their emotions, they’re 
taught, they’re just not developed.”

She went on to stress, “A softer side 
comes out that the kids don’t even know 
they have. It’s a socialization, a friendship, 
a love.”

Peekskill resident Laura Altschuler, 
who has an autistic daughter, Chanci, 
noted their service dog transformed her 
life. Before her dog, Yale, other children 
thought Chanci was weird. But when the 
service dog came into her life, the two 
would go to the playground together 
and all of a sudden her daughter was the 
center of attention with the cool dog, 
Altschuler said.

“They played with her, instead of along 
side of her,” Altschuler said. 

Altschuler will always recall how 

Chanci slept in her own bed for the first 
night when Yale came home, instead of 
sleeping in her parents’ bed. 

Even simple tasks like food shopping 
required two people to make sure 
someone always had their attention on 
Chanci. One time, her daughter was 
almost hit by a car after she bolted from 
Altschuler in the parking lot. 

Chanci now is high functioning and 
verbal, but before the dog arrived she 
wasn’t.

“The first two, maybe three weeks we 
had the dog home, I overheard her say 
I love you Yale, you’re my best friend,” 
Altschuler said. “That alone made it all 
worth it.”

4-H activities with the fair the pinnacle of 
their year. The children organize it, run it 
and it’s their show, Giles said. All he does 
is handle the part of the fair, like cooking 
on the grill, which they can’t do just yet.

“These are your future leaders,” Giles 
said. “And what this country is going to 
be about.”

Cornell Cooperative Extension director 
Marjorie Keith called Giles a “dedicated” 
volunteer and noted his work goes 
beyond this weekend. He has been on the 
Cornell Cooperative board of directors 
and his leadership skills and business 
acumen have been incredibly critical to 
the organization’s growth, Keith said.  

County Executive MaryEllen Odell 
said there are many volunteers that make 
the fair a grand event each year. Giles 
was certainly an appropriate person to 
recognize this year because of his support 
and advocacy for youth programs in 
Putnam, she remarked. 

“He’s a terrific individual well deserving 
of the award,” Odell said. 

Giles joked that while he cooks plenty 

during this weekend each year, his wife 
handles the cooking at home. The reason 
why she never asks if he can cook for her?

“Because she’s the better cook,” Giles 
said, with a jovial laugh fair goers heard 
all weekend. 

grown numb due to the cold waters and 
was having trouble assisting his son.

At the July 27 Carmel town board 
meeting, Margilaj was honored for her 
brave actions by NYS  Sen. Terrance 
Murphy and the town board. Murphy 
presented Margilaj with New York State 
Liberty Medal, one of the highest awards 
a civilian can receive in the state. It is 
given to New Yorkers who had achieved 
great accomplishments or brave acts.

“Michelle undoubtedly saved that 
young boy’s life through her quick 
thinking and heroic actions,” Murphy 
said, reading from the proclamation he 
presented her with along with her medal. 
“You did the right thing. You helped the 
community. You saved a young boy’s life.” 

Margilaj is an Arlington High School 
graduate and currently resides in 
Hopewell Junction. She credited her 
father with teaching her to be a strong 

swimmer, and said she was honored to 
receive the awards.

“You just act on quick thinking when 
you see a child in need, (that is) the first 
thing that comes to mind,” Margilaj told 
those on hand. “I have a nephew that is 
one year old and I have younger cousins, 
and you don’t second guess helping 
someone. It shouldn’t be a surprise that 
people help other people without thinking 
about it, and I hope to God it just brings 
more good into the world.”

Carmel Town Supervisor Ken Schmitt 
and the town board also presented 
Margilaj with an award honoring her 
brave act. Schmitt told Margilaj her 
actions will resonate in the community, 
and perhaps inspire more heroic acts.

“They’re going to read about you, 
they’re going to hear about what you did 
to save that young boy’s life, and more 
perhaps more people will do that in the 
future,” he said.

Heroic Mahopac Bartender Awarded for Lifesaving Act
continued from page 1
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DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Kent resident Bill Giles is congratulated by Marjorie 
Keith of  Cornell Cooperative Extension last friday 
during the opening ceremony of  the 4-H fair.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Kent resident Bill Giles with County Executive MaryEllen Odell.

Kent Resident Honored for 4-H Fair Dedication at the Grill
continued from page 1
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Chanci and her service dog, Yale. 

Local Families Fight to Keep Service Autism Dog Program

ARTHUR CUSANO PHOTO
NYS Sen. Terrence Murphy and the Carmel town board honored Michelle Margilaj for her heroic actions 
last April.
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By David Propper
Patterson town highway and sanitation 

workers, part of the CSEA union, picketed 
outside town hall Wednesday evening 
prior to a meeting in which the union and 
town board looked to hash out some of 
their differences in hopes of reaching a 
new contract. 

The town and union have been in 
discussions since last August and town 
workers have been without a contract since 
January 1 of this year. Last week marked 
the first time the differences between the 
two sides were aired in a public setting, 
rather than at the negotiating table.  

In an interview, Supervisor Rich 
Williams said the process in place 
now isn’t working and the two sides 
are at “loggerheads and there’s no real 
negotiations going on.” He said after 
union representatives addressed the 
board Wednesday, he hopes it gives both 
sides a chance to do things differently that 
could be beneficial. 

Williams said the town has been 
generous in the past regarding union 
workers’ benefit packages and the town 
is looking for possible givebacks. The 
medical benefits given to union workers 
currently aren’t sustainable, Williams 
stressed, and there has to be a better way 
to provide health insurance. 

Williams said under the current 
contract, if an employee retires after ten 
years of service at age 55, the town pays 90 
percent of their health insurance for life. 
Additionally, if the worker dies, the town 
continues to pay for the surviving spouse’s 
health insurance, he said.

At this point, the town and union have 
reached an impasse, which could only 
prolong reaching an agreement. This is 
the second time an impasse has been 
declared and New York State has brought 
in a fact finder to conduct a report about 
what a proper benefit package should be, 
Williams said. 

When he came into office, Williams 
was told the report would be ready by 
last February, but it likely won’t be settled 
until at least October. 

“So if we can somehow get to where we 
need to be as far as the town looking to 

protect the taxpayers going forward while 
providing a good benefit package for our 
highway employees which are the best in 
the county, then I think we can resolve the 
issues,” Williams said. “But right now, I’m 
talking to the union through negotiators.”

Williams said the town is 
communicating through the town hired 
labor consultant and the union has a labor 
consultant going back to the union. There 
are too many heads in the room right 
now, Williams said. 

Union representative for the highway 
and sanitation department, Phil Capalbo 
said he actually thought the town and 
union were close to a deal and after the 
meeting Wednesday, he was as optimistic 
as ever. 

Capalbo said last contract discussion 
resulted in the union giving up overtime 
language that cost workers “quite a bit of 
money.” Also, workers now contribute 10 
percent of the health insurance premium, 
instead of just 1 percent of their salary. 

What made those givebacks more 
bitter, was the fact a sanitation worker 
was laid off, Capalbo said, even though 
the old supervisor, Michael Griffin, said 
those changes would prevent that. 

Through other departures, Capalbo 

noted the department is working with 
three less workers than three years ago 
because of two highway retirements never 
replaced. 

Capalbo said the union was reluctant to 
agree to a deal with the town that would 
include the town not paying for a widowed 
spouse’s health insurance and other give 
backs for retiree health insurance. 

The picket before the meeting was 
merely to raise awareness over the 
contract negotiations, Capalbo said 

and he stressed the union’s appreciation 
of town residents’ support, like past 
supervisor candidate Andrew Falk, who 
is a familiar face on union picket lines.

Falk, now running for state senate, 
said he was committed to supporting 
CSEA town employees and their families, 
particularly retirees. 

“Standing by our retired town 
employees is part of a social contract and 
it is unconscionable that we would ever 
sell them out,” Falk said. 

During the meeting, CSEA labor 
specialist Glenn Blackman, the chief 
negotiator for the workers, argued if 
Williams decided to impose a contract 
for three years, it wouldn’t be possible 
to change anything in the contract that 
either side wants. He indicated the union 
was shooting for a two-year or even one-
year deal. 

Blackman also argued forcing 
sanitation workers to start their workday 
later at 7 a.m. instead of 5:30 a.m. would 
lead to conflicts with bus schedules once 
school resumes -- another factor the two 
sides disagree on. Williams responded 
that he didn’t want to pay more overtime 
to employees than the town had to. 

Blackman said he hopes that in the 
month of August, Williams and a town 
board member can meet with Capalbo 
and other employees to settle a deal. 

“We want to clean this up,” Blackman 
said. “Put this behind us.”
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Town workers picketed in hopes of  agreeing to a new contract sooner rather than later.

Town of Patterson, Union Workers Look to Reach New Contract
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By Rick Pezzullo
Cortlandt Town Justice Daniel 

McCarthy reserved decision on July 22 
in the case of the “Montrose 9” protestors 
who were arrested last November for 
disorderly conduct for blocking access 
to Spectra Energy’s construction yard on 
Route 9A.

With about 50 onlookers in Cortlandt 
Town Court anxiously awaiting a 
ruling, McCarthy promised to render a 
decision in the mail after the defense and 
prosecution made their closing arguments 
in a case that has received some national 
attention.

Attorney Martin Stolar, who is using 
a “necessity defense” in contending his 
clients were trying to stop a greater harm 
in the expansion of the controversial 
natural gas pipeline on November 9, 2015 
at 6:30 a.m. since all legal and regulatory 
options had been exhausted, reiterated 
that stance Friday.

“Creating a traffic jam happens all the 
time. It’s not something that is a serious 
offense,” Stolar contended. “The First 
Amendment has to be protected. It’s 
what makes America different. It’s what 
makes America great. They (defendants) 
all take seriously a commitment to make 

the world a better place. They have done 
everything that good, concerned citizens 
do.”

To date, 53 individuals, including the 
“Montrose 9” have been charged in the 
area with disorderly conduct trying to 
disrupt the pipeline construction. The 
“Montrose 9” (Monica Hunken, Kim 
Fraczek, George Packard, Kathleen 
Thomas, Michael Bucci, Andrew Ryan, 
Melissa Freedman, Linda Snider and 
Susan Rutman) have all pled not guilty.

Stolar maintained the “Montrose 9” 
were left with no choice other than their 
protest last November since previous 

efforts by residents and elected officials 
with petitions, resolutions and lawsuits in 
trying to halt the pipeline project fell on 
deaf ears.

A last ditch effort calling on the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
to reopen a hearing on the project was 
denied on January 28, 2016.

“None of the safety issues raised by 
these folks and town officials were being 
addressed,” Stolar said. “We have a public 
injury that is about to develop. Before 
you build the pipeline, examine the risks 
involved. You don’t have to be a genius to 
figure it out.”

The prosecution argued there were 
no First Amendment violations since 
the State Police advised the protestors 
they could continue their activity if they 
moved down the sidewalk and allowed the 
Spectra vehicles to enter the construction 
yard.

They also contended the “Montrose 
9” “recklessly created a risk of public 
inconvenience” with their protest and 
were accurately charged with disorderly 
conduct.

None of the defendants have any prior 
criminal records. Disorderly conduct is a 
violation of New York Law and carries a 
punishment of no more than 15 days in 
prison or a fine no greater than $250.

Judge Reserves Decision in ‘Montrose 9’ Pipeline Protestors Trial
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By David Propper
A large police presence in Putnam Lake 

proved to be a response to a hoax, leading 
to the arrest of a Putnam Lake resident for 
falsely reporting an incident. 

John Sheehan, 28, of Jerome Drive in 
Putnam Lake was arrested and charged 
with falsely reporting an incident in the 
third degree, a class A misdemeanor, 
according to the Putnam County Sheriff ’s 
Office. If convicted, he could face up to a 
year in jail. 

At 11:20 p.m. on Friday, sheriff deputies 
were dispatched to a 911 call where they 
encountered Sheehan. He told them when 
he was dog sitting for a friend in the same 
neighborhood and went to a friend’s 
house to walk the dog, he saw several 
persons inside the house who were armed 
with guns and wearing masks. From 
there he claims he ran to another friend’s 
house and made a 911 call, according to 
authorities. 

Sheriff deputies and New York State 
troopers responded to the Hanover Road 
house, where they created a perimeter 
around the residence. The entire 
neighborhood was locked down for two 
hours during the incident. 

After further investigation, it was 

determined Sheehan’s claims about 
the armed intruders weren’t true.  
During processing following his arrest, 
investigators heard Sheehan make 
statements that suggested an altered 
mental state, according to police. He 
was released with an appearance ticket 
and sent to Putnam Hospital Center for 
evaluation and observation. 

Sheehan will be arraigned at a later date 
in Patterson town court.

Putnam Lake Resident 
Arrested After False Report 

By Martin Wilbur
Two Republican candidates tore into a 

proposed U.S. Department of Education 
plan that would designate schools with 
at least a 5 percent opt-out rate from 
Common Core testing as in need of 
improvement.

Julie Killian, a Rye city councilwoman 
who is running for the 37th state Senate 
District seat, and Phil Oliva, a candidate in 
the 18th Congressional District covering 
Putnam County and portions of Dutchess 
and Orange counties, charged last Friday 
that the agency failed to publicize the 
comment period because there would 
have been severe backlash by thousands 
of parents opposed to high stakes testing.

The deadline for comments on the new 
regulations to the Every Student Succeeds 
Act were allowed to be posted through 
yesterday (Monday) until 11:59 p.m. at 
www.regulations.gov. 

Killian and Oliva said schools in 
Westchester and Putnam, where most 
districts have exceeded the 5 percent opt-
out threshold amid strenuous opposition 
to Common Core, would have their 
reputations and resources diminished. 
The schools, many of which are high 
achieving, would be saddled with an 
unfair label. It is unknown whether 
there would be further sanctions against 
districts that exceed 5 percent.

Opt-out rates for the standardized 
state exams for students in grades 3-8 in 
Westchester and Putnam counties have 

hovered just above 20 percent the past two 
years, according to the state Education 
Department, since parents were given the 
choice. 

“This designation – in need of 
improvement – will be catastrophic for 
our schools,” said Killian, who held a press 
conference with Oliva outside the County 
Center in White Plains to alert the public 
about the expiring comment period. “It 
would damage our schools’ reputations 
and send property values plummeting. It 
would be harder to recruit teachers and 
provide the resources to give our kids a 
well-rounded education.”

Both candidates said regardless of where 
anyone stands on Common Core there 
should be opposition to new state and 
federal government mandates. Parents, 
teachers and local school officials should 
have the ability to make decisions about 
their schools, not the federal government, 
Oliva countered.

“Beyond the stigma and the loss of 
home value and depreciation, there’s also 
something else that runs with that – the 
loss of flexibility at the local level,” Oliva 
said. “There will be more intrusion at the 
federal level. This is a bad thing. Common 
Core is no good. We need high standards 
but we need them addressed from the 
bottom up, not the top down.”

Oliva said the secrecy surrounding 
the proposed regulation and the 
ensuing comment period is similar to 
how Secretary of Education John King 

operated when he was New York’s state 
education commissioner.

He and Killian inadvertently learned of 
the proposed change within the past week 
during a separate online search. They then 
decided to speak out and warn the public. 
Few people were aware of the proposal 
and comment period, they maintained.

Killian said opposition to excessive 
testing cuts across all demographics 
and has support from Republicans and 
Democrats.

“Washington has egg on its face and 

they’re stopping at nothing to save face 
and forcing our kids into taking their 
tests,” she said.

Her opponent, incumbent state Sen. 
George Latimer (D-Rye), agreed that the 
issue is bipartisan. Latimer said he has 
long criticized King for forcing one-size-
fits-all standards, particularly for high 
achieving school districts in Westchester 
that are challenged with the tax cap and 
face more mandates and dwindling funds.

“We need to have control at the local 
level,” Latimer said.

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Congressional candidate Phil Oliva and state Senate candidate Julie Killian criticized a proposed 
change from the U.S. Department of  Education that would automatically designate schools in need of  
improvement if  at least 5 percent of  their students opt out of  the standardized exams.

Candidates Criticize Proposed Designation for High Opt-out Rate Schools
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Frank M. Spano Sr.
Frank M. Spano Sr., 100 of Mahopac, 

died in his sleep from this life to the next 
on July 26. Mr. Spano was born on April 
8, 1916 to Michael and Lucia (Carione) 
Spano in New York City. He proudly 
served our Country with the US Army, 
during World War II in both the European 
and Pacific Theaters of Operation.  After 
the war, he and the love of his life, Edith 
Lisa, were married on July 6, 1946 in 
Yonkers and were blessed with two 
children; Edith Veronica. and Frank Jr.. 
He is a graduate of Pratt Institute of Art in 
Brooklyn. After retiring as a Sign Maker 
for SW Aaron Signs in Yonkers, he was 
the former Owner of S&M Delicatessen 
on Riverdale Avenue, in Yonkers and 
was involved in real estate development. 
Frank was a gifted artist, a staunch 
American patriot, past Quartermaster of 
VFW Post 5491 in Mahopac, a generous 
philanthropist, a perpetual singer, and an 
active member of the William Koehler 
Senior Center in Mahopac where he was 
a regular participant in physical exercise 
and art programs into his 99th year. Most 
of all, he will be admired for his love and 
devotion to his family and friends.  He 
is survived by his beloved son; Frank 
M. Spano Jr. and his wife Elizabeth, 
his loving siblings; Rose Milone and 
Anthony Spano, and two cherished 
grandchildren; Frank M. Spano III and 
Dana Spano whom he adored. He is 
predeceased by his beloved wife; Edith, 
his loving daughter Edith, his four 
brothers; Leonard, William, Angelo and 
Nicholas, and his sister Dorothea.

Martin Dillon
Martin Dillon, 73, of Carmel, died on 

July 27, at Putnam Hospital Center.  Mr. 
Dillon was born on December 13, 1942 
to Martin and Catherine (Markham) 
Dillon in County Clare, Ireland. On 
November 28, 1970 he married the love 
of his life, Teresa Lavin in the Bronx, and 
they were blessed with three children; 
Martin, Helen and Thomas.  Before he 
retired, Martin was a General Supervisor 
in the Power Department at Metro North 
Railroad.  He is survived by his devoted 

wife of 45 years Teresa, his three beloved 
children; Martin Dillon, Helen Porretto 
and her husband Nick and Thomas 
Dillon, his three brothers and two 
sisters; and two cherished grandchildren; 
Nicholas and Aidan whom he adored 
and each child held a special place in his 
heart.

Frank A. Colello
Frank A. Colello, age 75, died 

peacefully on July 27, at Vassar Brothers 
Hospital in Poughkeepsie, surrounded 
by his family. Frank was born on May 10, 
1941 in Greenwich, CT, to Anthony and 
Anna (Letta) Colello. He attended school 
in Greenwich and later graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Colorado. Frank served in the Army for 
14 years and was a veteran of the Korean 
and Vietnam wars. After the Army, he 
was employed as a police officer and 
Judicial Investigator for the State of 
Connecticut.

On April 22, 1967 Frank married 
Sandra Monette in Mt. Vernon. Later 
settling in Carmel, NY, they raised 2 
sons and a daughter. Anthony (Kelly) 
Colello of Brewster, Brian (April Thiele) 
of Carmel, and Sherri Koenig (Neil) of 
New Windsor, CT. He is also survived 
by a sister, Dorothy Colello of CT and 5 
grandchildren, Demetri, Brian, Shane, 
Rachel and Jourdan. Services will be held 
for family members only.

Haydee F. Martinez
Haydee F. Martinez died on July 29, at 

the age of 81. She was born on September 
3, 1934 in Ponce, Puerto Rico. She is 
survived by her two loving children 
Barbara Moreno and Micheal Mangual. 
She is also survived by two grandchildren 
and seven brothers and sisters. Visiting 
will be on Tuesday August 2, from 4 
p.m.-8 p.m. A Mass of Christian Burial 
will be held on Wednesday August 3 at 
St. James the Apostle Church at 10 a.m. 
Interment to follow at Raymond Hill 
Cemetery.

Rita C. Maloney
Rita C. Maloney, age 85, died at 

her home in Putnam Lake, on July 
29, surrounded by her loving family. 
Rita was born to parents Daniel and 
Catherine Carroll on March15, 1931, 
in Manhattan. She grew up in New 
York City and attended St. Catherine 
High School there. In May of 1951, She 
married Robert J. Maloney in Manhattan 
and later moved to Yonkers and Inwood 
Heights. She owned and operated a 
business known as Cozy Kiln, which 
specialized in ceramic arts.While living 
in Putnam Lake, Rita became active in 
the Sacred Heart Church. She was also 
an active bowler, being captain of her 
team, as well as a Cub Scout Den Mother. 

She enjoyed horror and thriller shows at 
the movies and on television. She also 
enjoyed gardening. Rita is survived 
by her four children; Carol Enders of 
Patterson, Robert T. Maloney of Rochelle 
Park, Nancy Buckley of Dover Plains, and 
Gerald Maloney of Brewster. She is also 
survived by her eleven Grandchildren; 
Tara, Kelly, Erin, Rosalie, Laurie, Brian, 
Katie, Gerry, Chris, Keith and Kerry, and 
4 Great Grandchildren; Linsey, Hayley, 
Carlie and Sean.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made to Hospice of Westchester and 
Putnam.

Letter to the Editor

Thank you for your article in the July 
26th issue regarding the decision to 
leave Roger Ailes’s name on the new 
Philipstown senior center. 

I’m writing to express my disgust 
at the extreme lack of leadership and 
moral judgment shown by the county 
Legislature in stubbornly sticking with 
their choice of naming this building after 
an (alleged) serial philanderer. What sort 

of message are they broadcasting to the 
community by allowing this christening 
to proceed unchallenged? 

Here’s the message I got: money trumps 
morals. If “innocent until proven guilty” 
is the only bar they care to set for those 
who seek to leave their impression 
on our community through financial 
donations, then the plaques, banners, 
and signs dotting Putnam County will 

eventually become badges of shame for 
the community, rather than honorable 
displays of philanthropy. 

One mark of a good leader is the ability 
to make a difficult decision in the face of 
power. MaryEllen Odell and her fellow 
brown-nose legislators have, with this 
decision, shown that they’re willing to 
show contempt for decency, common-
sense, the prospective residents of this 

senior center, and the people of Putnam 
County in favor of a powerful executive 
with deep pockets. Shame on them, and 
shame on anyone who fails to challenge 
this horrible decision.

 
Greg Lara
Brewster

Ailes’ Name Doesn’t Belong on New Senior Center

Obituaries
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By Neal Rentz
Mahopac resident Frank Realbuta 

and Dutchess Count resident Robert 
Covone, co-owners of The Daily Bagel in 
Yorktown, wanted to give local residents 
a new place to enjoy soft serve ice cream 
so they opened The Daily Moos in an 
adjacent stand on Route 202 on July 4.

“There’s no soft serve in the area,” 
Realbuta said last week, noting the new 
ice cream stand was the site of another ice 
cream store that previously closed years 
ago.

The name Daily Moos is a spinoff of 
the name The Daily Bagel and the name 
also sounds similar to “The Daily News,” 
Realbuta said.  “It all kind of all worked 
together.”

“We always used to say as the years 
passed, one of these days we’re going to 
open up an ice cream shop,” Covone said. 

Soft serve ice cream takes more work 
to create than hard ice cream, Realbuta 
explained. “But the product is something 
that this market needed,” he said.  “It’s a 
fresher product.” 

Aside from vanilla and chocolate, Daily 
Moos customers can choose Flavor Burst, 
which “infuses eight different types of 
flavors into vanilla,” such as strawberry, 
birthday cake and cotton candy, Realbuta 

said. The most popular Flavor Burst 
flavors at The Daily Moos have included 
pistachio, mocha, black cherry, cotton 
candy and birthday cake, the co-owners 
said.

The co-owners, who on occasion have 
served ice cream in their new stand, are 
working on bringing shakes and sundaes 
to their new business.

Behind the stand is an outdoor patio 
that has 16 seats. Most of The Daily Moos 
customers so far come from the northern 
Westchester area, Realbuta noted.

The duo plans to have a typical season 
that will run from April 1 through 
October 31, depending on the weather.

Realbuta said he particularly enjoys 
serving ice cream. “When you’re serving 

somebody a breakfast at seven o’clock in 
the morning, the typical commuter, that 
gentleman will walk in with a suit on. 
He’s stressed out. He’s got to get on the 
parkway,” he said. “Twelve hours later at 
seven o’clock in the evening, he comes 
with a tee shirt on and a pair of shorts 

with his family, stress free. He eats his ice 
cream and it’s in a whole better place than 
he was 12 hours earlier.”    

The Daily Moos is located at 3535 
Crompond Road (Route 202) in Yorktown. 
For more information, go to its Facebook 
page or call 914-930-8160.

The Dai l y  Moos 
Yorktown

Business 

of the Week

NEAL RENTz PHOTO
The Daily Moos soft ice cream stand opened on Route 202 in Yorktown on Independence Day. Shown above 
are its co-owners Mahopac resident frank Realbuta, right, and Dutchess County resident Robert Covone.

‘We always used to say 
as the years passed, 

one of these days we’re 
going to open up an ice 
cream shop.’ - Co-owner 

Robert Covone 
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Putnam County Hosts 45th Annual 4-H Fair
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Putnam County Hosts 45th Annual 4-H Fair
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An eagle and three consecutive birdies 
by Christian Cavaliere during a five-hole 
stretch of the championship match in the 
99th Met Junior Championship sponsored 
by MetLife helped propel the Katonah 
native to the title at The Patterson Club 
on July 14. Cavaliere came out on top in 
every facet this week, earning medalist 
honors in the 36-hole stroke-play portion 
on July 12, then winning four matches to 
hoist the historic Mandeville Trophy.

Cavaliere faced an early two-hole deficit 
to his finals opponent Max Theodorakis 
of Danbury, Conn., after finding trouble 
on both the second and third holes. 
However, Cavaliere’s momentum changed 
dramatically as he holed out for an eagle-2 
from 92 yards on the fourth hole. 

“I holed out on four, then that kind of 
jump started the rest of the round and I 
played well,” explained Cavaliere.

After the pair halved the par-5 fifth, 
Cavaliere really found his swing, birdieing 
the next three holes. “I made a great shot 
on six to a foot, then had a two-putt birdie 
on seven, and I drained a nice 20-footer 
on eight,” said Cavaliere, who will attend 
Boston College in the fall.

“In those stretches when I’m making 
putts, I just see the line and feel it in,” 
Cavaliere remarked. In the span of 
five holes, Cavaliere was 5-under and 
turned a two-hole deficit into a two-

hole advantage. After halves on Nos. 9 
and 10, Theodorakis appeared to have 
an advantage on the dogleg-right, par-5 
11th as Cavaliere’s drive was pushed to 
the right. Theodorakis’ approach came 
up just short of the putting surface, but 
Cavaliere found a hole in the tree line and 
sailed a long iron onto the back portion of 
the green. He two-putted from there for 
birdie while Theodorakis could not get 
up and down for par. A bogey halved the 
lengthy par-3 12th, then Cavaliere shut 
the door with strong par saves on Nos. 
13 and 14, winning both holes for a 5&4 
victory.

While Cavaliere may have faced a deficit 
to each of his match play opponents, the 
18-year old never worried too much 
about whether his game could rally. “I’ve 
always tended to be a back nine player, 
so I wasn’t too concerned,” explained 
Cavaliere. “I knew my game was going to 
come around, so getting off to a little bit of 
a rough start is kind of normal for me. It 
would have been nice to not be trailing in 
every match, but I fought back.”

Cavaliere is one of a group of top junior 
players coming out of Mahopac Golf 
and Beach Club, located in Mahopac. 
He grew up at MGBC and excelled at 
the game while honing his skills on the 
historic club’s 6,523 yard 18 hole course 
located on the shores of Lake Mahopac. 

The course provided him with the ability 
to work on every shot in his bag to help 
prepare him for such a prestigious event 
and victory. The members of the club as 
well as the staff are proud of what he has 
accomplished so far and think he has a 
bright golf career ahead of him. 

Mahopac Golf and Beach Club has 
become known for its top junior golfers. 
In July 2014, Luke Feehan of Mahopac 
won the 92nd Annual New York State 
Men’s Amateur Golf Championship at 
Bellevue Country Club with a five-over 
par 289 four-round total to finish and 
force a tie breaker, winning in dramatic 
fashion. Again in 2015, Luke captured the 
Westchester Golf Association’s Amateur 
Championship as well. The event was 
held at Rockrimmon Country Club In 
Stamford, Conn, where Feehan won with 
a score of 5 and 4 in the 36 hole match 
play final. The junior programming 
at Mahopac has helped develop some 
talented young golfers that have excelled 
in the regional spotlight.

The Met Junior is in its third year of 
a new format, as the area’s top juniors 
played 36 holes of on-site qualifying and 
the top 16 seeds advanced to match play 
for the remainder of the event.

The Met Junior Championship 
Sponsored by MetLife is recognized as 
the nation’s oldest junior championship, 

being founded in 1912, and has produced 
a quality list of champions, including 
Butch and Bill Harmon, Marc Turnesa, 
Andrew Svoboda, Mike Miller and 
Cameron Young.

The championship is open to juniors 
who have not started attending college, are 
not yet 19 by August 3 and who reside in 
the MGA territory. Players who advance 
to match play receive an invitation to the 
Carter Cup, the MGA’s Junior Stroke Play 
event, which will be played at Winged 
Foot Golf Club on August 3.

Mahopac Golf and Beach Club Member Wins Met Junior Championship 

Across
1 Employee’s package
5 Politico Palin
10 Tough test
11 Phrasing
12 Euro predecessor in Malta
13 Judd, Olsen or Mahopac kitchen & 
bath
14 Loads
15 Eye issues
16 Puget Sound capital
18 Respectively
19 “Gimme ___!” (start of an Iowa State
cheer)
20 Mauna ___
23 Cursing
25 Four-door car
28 Bulldog’s home
29 Yorktown Asian cuisine
30 Cut of beef
31 Nice smell
32 Aforetime
33 More than one OK
34 Welcome pieces

Down
1 Slice of meat
2 Baltimore athlete
3 Joan of Arc became one
4 Suffix for ecto-

5 Bear the weight of
6 Greyish
7 Wheeze
8 Long time
9 Attention grabber
13 Laughable
17 Snooze-wear
20 Gesture of thanks in New Zealand
21 Enroll for service
22 Operatives
24 Plant tissue
25 Address a King
26 Amatory god
27 Woman of rank
29 Cow chow

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 14
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Dancers from the Seven Star School 
performance team spent the week of 
July 10-16 in New York City at the 
American Dance Awards National Dance 
Competition. There were over 1,000 
entries from studios from all over the US, 
Canada, South America, South Africa 
and China. Seven Star School dancers 
were invited to participate in the dance-
off finals in both the 12 and under and 13 
and over age divisions and were selected 
as nominees for the top routines of the 
competition. Director, Nicole Aravena, 
was a finalist for top choreographer in 
the 12 & under division for a tap routine 
entitled, “Coffee In a Cardboard Cup.” 
Undertow, a contemporary group, was 
awarded top honors and received 2nd 
place nationally in the small group 
category. Additionally, dancers Macey 

Hollander (South Salem), Sarah Shectman 
(Mahopac), Jillian McNamara (Brewster), 
Amanda Ostuni (Brewster), Sofia 
Ruggeiro (Brewster) and Kiersten Sanok 
(Brewster) spent the week as Dancer 
Of the Year contestants in which they 
performed a solo routine, took judged 
classes and learned an opening number 
routine. “We had such a great experience 
at nationals this year. The talent was 
incredible and we loved seeing routines 
from studios located around the world. 
Our dancers are ready to be come back 
to the studio and work even harder now. 
We are so proud of everyone’s efforts and 
hard work,” Jaclyn Yarusso, performance 
team co-director. For more information 
about our teams and dance classes, visit 
www.SevenStarSchool.com 

Local Dance Studio Competes 
in National Dance Competition

“Undertow” was awarded 2nd place Pictures: Cayla Blake 
(Patterson), Jillian Mcnamara (Brewster), Kiersten Sanok 
(Brewster), Kayla Pinzur (Brewster), Amanda Ostuni  
(Brewster) and Brielle Wymbs (Somers)

Savannah, age 9, from Brewster, was 
selected to perform her tap solo in the 
dance-off  finals.

PROVIDED PHOTOS
A group of  dancers at American Dance Awards National Dance Competition.

Putnam and Brewster Troop 
One Has Its Newest Eagle Scout

PROVIDED PHOTO
At an Eagle Scout Court of  Honor ceremony held Sunday July 17 at Saint Joseph in Croton falls 
in front of  proud parents- Mom (Julie) Dad (Paul) siblings Eric & Kurt ,grandparents Paul & Jean 
Kulas along with assorted family members and dignitaries

Tad Waclawski took the Oath of  the Eagle Scout- that will set him apart from his peers for a lifetime. 
Less than 4 percent of  all scouts attain scouting highest rank and honor

To attain this, Tad’s journey included his Eagle Scout project. Tad’s project was to build the stable 
for the life size nativity scene for St. Joseph’s Church in Somers. The request from the pastor, fr. 
John Lagiovane, was that the stable be simple and able to be easily taken down and assembled. It 
was built with cedar wood.

Tad was assisted with the design work by architect Keith Greene. The scouts of  Brewster Troop 
1, under Tad’s direction, measured, cut and assembled the stable in the Waclawski’s garage. 
Attaining Eagle status is a family tradition- as his dad, Paul, is an Eagle Scout and an assistant 
Scoutmaster with the Troop.

Tad presented the mentor pin recipient to fr. John Lagiovane - as he felt the father “was always 
there for him”. Scoutmaster Adam Payne and Committee Chair Perry Verrino stated “Tad’s 
leadership qualities displayed here in Scouting-will serve him well in any future endeavors” Eagle 
Scout Waclawaski is a 2016 Brewster High School graduate and this fall will be attending Roger 
Williams University majoring in Cyber Security.

Crossword Answers
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If you’ve 
travelled to 
Western Europe 
and enjoyed a 
particular wine 
along the way, you 
may have had an 
experience similar 
to one I’ve had 
several times.

In our travels 
to Italy and France, my wife and I seek 
to immerse ourselves in local culture, 
lifestyle and cuisine. It seems whichever 
village you stop in for lunch or dinner, 
you feel transported to another century. 
Not only because of the humble 
hospitality of the family-run restaurant, 
but also for the simple and enticing food. 

We have fond memories of 
a simple meal, on a patio 
alongside a narrow two lane 
road in Tuscany, quaffing from 
an unlabeled bottle, taking in the 
fragrances at the table and in the 
air, relaxing in our seats, and 
enjoying the camaraderie of the 
local patrons sitting nearby. 
We’ve forever captured the 
experience of a thousand-
year-old lifestyle and a 
cuisine married to the land 
on which we tread. 

As much as we’ve explored 

the food and wine of 
Tuscany in the United 
States, experiencing the 
cuisine at its source is 
dramatically different. 
The ingredients seem 
fresher. Not in terms of 
the harvesting moment, 
but rather in the crunchiness of a pepper, 
the pungent aroma of basil and rosemary 
and the distinctive texture of the cheeses. 

And the wine. Why does it seem so 
refreshing, so simple yet satisfying? 
These house wines, rarely bearing a 
bottle label, were likely produced just 
a few kilometers from our table at the 
local trattoria. We’ve enjoyed wines 
from Tuscany many times at home, but 
the wines produced locally, which may 
never reach American shores, influence 

our senses and our memories.
Why is this? 
1.  Are the locally grown grapes, 

nurtured by the local 
mamma and papa 
winemakers, influenced 
more by their locale 
than their counterparts 
that are exported to the 

United States?
Yes, in 
part. Many 
local Italian 
winemakers 

cater to local restaurants 
and wine bars. They 
are not concerned with 
pleasing consumers in 
international markets or 
the aging potential of their 
wines. Other winemakers 
are intent on maximizing 

sales; they craft their wines to satisfy the 
American palate, which tends to favor 
sweeter style wines than Italians. 

2. The wines taste fresher to some. In 
many cases, they are. Local wines tend 
to be from the most recent vintage. 
Their exported counterparts seem more 
complex due in part to their longer aging 
cycle. What the local wines may lack in 
complexity and silky tannins is offset by 
their youthful vibrancy.  

3. A number of indigenous Italian 
grapes are not widely produced for 
export. I’ve enjoyed. Falanghina, 
Vernaccia and Pecorino are white wines 
that are best drunk young and have 
aromas and flavors that pair well with a 
number of Italian dishes.

4. Many of the local, artisanal wines 
that tourists enjoy have been produced 
without herbicides, pesticides, synthetic 
fertilizers or chemical additives for 
generations. While a number of Italian 
wines are produced organically, others 
are subjected to chemicals in order to 
preserve and enhance yields. I believe 

organic wines have distinctive aroma 
and taste profiles that a trained palate is 
able to sense from the first sniff.    

5. Wine is not a very stable product. 
Oxidation and spoilage are threats to its 
stability as it ages. The primary agent 
for preserving wine is sulfur dioxide. If 
drunk young, this is not a major concern. 
Seemingly counterintuitively, sulfites are 
added to wine to preserve their freshness 
(shelf life), yet wines without sulfites 
taste fresher when consumed young. 

6. It’s in our heads, not in the glass. 
Enjoying wine is a sensual experience, 
influenced by our surroundings and 
the “in the moment” impression. Our 
memories vividly capture the combined 
elements of our experience. It’s never as 
good as the first time; enjoying a wine 
in that Tuscan trattoria is unique, not 
readily duplicated anywhere else. 

When in Tuscany - and other Western 
European towns - savor the moments of 
your dining experiences. Then cherish 
them for a lifetime.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine

Why The Wines Abroad Taste Fresher Than Those Back Home

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

In the early days of our 
nation, settlers brought to our 
shores many superstitions 
by which they lived their 
lives, many of which remain 
with us today. You don’t put 
much stock in superstitions 
nowadays, you say? Well, 
when was the last time you 
didn’t avoid passing under 
a ladder set up against the 
house to remove leaves from 
the gutter?

Today, many of those 
superstitions have become 
traditions and we don’t think 
much about their origins. 
One of those lingering 
superstitions came to mind 
recently when I saw a porch ceiling 
painted a pale blue-green and wondered 
whether the owner originally hailed 
from the Deep South or if it was just 
a coincidence. Where I grew up in 
Virginia and further south in places like 
South Carolina, many porch ceilings are 
painted in what is known as “haint” blue, 
haint being another word for ghost. 

In the founding days of our colonies, 
that color was thought to protect the 
homeowner from being “taken” by 
restless spirits of the dead who, for 
whatever reason, had not moved on 
from the physical world. It was thought 

that the ghostly spirits would 
think that the color was water 
and they would pass over it 
rather than settle there. Use of 
the color became a tradition as 
it was passed from generation 
to generation.

There are other 
superstitions associated with 
the home beyond ladders and 
blue ceilings. 

Earlier generations believed 
that when you move out of a 
house, the broom should be 
left behind because, along 
with the dust of the home, old 
brooms carried the negative 
aspects of your life. A new 
broom signified a fresh start.

Bread and salt were brought from 
the old house to a new one to keep evil 
spirits away.

According to a Jewish superstition, it’s 
bad luck to place shoes on a dresser or 
table. In my mother’s Italian tradition, 
the no-no was to place them on a bed. 
But wasn’t that just a good housekeeping 
point?

Also, there persists a superstition 
to never open an umbrella inside. 
That seems to have originated in the 
belief that since umbrellas are used for 
protection from the sun, this would be 
an insult to the sun god. 

There is a long-held belief that moving 
into a new home on a Friday, Saturday 
or rainy day is unlucky. According to 
Indian superstition, the luckiest moving 
day is Thursday.  

It is said that we should never pound 
nails after sunset or we’ll wake the tree 
gods. Practically, won’t we annoy the 
neighbors?

Mirrors have a multitude of 
superstitions attached to them. We 
always say to break one will result in 
seven years bad luck. The feng shui 
principle tells us that, placed at a 
doorway, a mirror will improve the flow 
of chi. 

However, a mirror placed facing a bed 
is strictly taboo in that the spirit of your 
sleeping soul can enter into the mirror 
and you may be unable to return to 
your body when you wake. Scary stuff. I 
must confess I thought about that when 
placing a mirror in my bedroom, and 
I’m not normally superstitious.

During the first week that I owned a 
“new” 18th century home in Westchester, 
a descendent of the original owner, a 
woman in her early nineties, stopped by 
to introduce herself and fill me in on the 
house’s history. She pointed to two large 
outcroppings of gnarled lilac bushes, 
one near the front door of the house and 
the other at the back door.  

“They were planted by my father on 

my wedding day, 75 years ago,” she said.  
“Oh wow,” I responded, “how great 

that will be in the spring with the aroma 
of lilac wafting through the house?” 

“It was not for the fragrance that he 
planted them,” she said. “My father 
believed they brought good luck into the 
house and kept evil away.”  

I was stunned to hear her say that.
By the way, the superstition about the 

blue porch ceilings warding off ghosts 
does have a practical side to it in today’s 
world. Some people swear that the blue 
paint also repels insects, theorizing that 
insects prefer not to nest on blue ceilings 
because they are “fooled” into thinking 
the blue paint is actually the sky. 

A blue porch ceiling might be 
considered simply because of the way 
it makes the space look and feel. Blue is 
a calming color, so using it to paint an 
area of the house intended for relaxation 
makes sense. You can simply enjoy that 
rocking chair and not give a thought to 
avoiding any nasty spirits in the vicinity.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Old Superstitions About Houses Continue to Live on Today
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Senior Classes:  The Putnam County 
Computer Learning Center for seniors 
holds registration the first Thursday of 
every month at the William Koehler 
Senior Center, 180 Route 6 in Mahopac 
and at the Putnam Valley Senior Center, 
117 Town Park Lane, Putnam Valley.  
Registration hours in Mahopac are 
from 9:30 a.m. – 11 a.m.  Putnam Valley 
registration is from 10 a.m. –  Noon. In 
addition to a variety of computer classes, 
we also teach classes in iPad, iPhone and 
Android Basics.  Anyone 55 or older can 
register for a variety of computer classes. 
Registration is required in person.  For 
more information you can call Judy Kolt at 
(845) 277-5422 or email her at jak4dogs@
verizon.net  If anyone is interested in 
volunteering, please call Judy Kolt as 
above.

Book Clubs: 
Mahopac Public Library Adult Book 

Groups: Monday Evening Book group: 
Meets the first Monday of each month 
at 7:30 p.m. Light Bite Book Group: 
meets on the third Monday or third 
Wednesday of each month at 1 p.m. Flo 
Brandon Book Review Group: meets on 
the first Friday of each month at 11 a.m.   
Registration is required for the young 
reader book groups.  Register online at 
www.mahopaclibrary.org, or call 845-
628-2009, ext 100

Local wood carving artist Stephen 
Wilhelm was chosen for a solo art 
exhibition at the Kent Library in Carmel. 
Stephen Wilhelm is an artist that honors 
the long tradition of wood carving to 
create realistic and colorful art carvings. 
This exhibit features a sign made from 
locally reclaimed barn wood and relief 
carvings of various animals, a pirate ship, 
and flowers. The exhibit can be found 
in the Genealogy Room and will be 
displayed from July 12, to October 12.

Mahopac Public Library is pleased to 
display the artwork of Carrie Fiorella in 
the Third Floor Gallery through August 
12.

Paintings Inspired by Ogden Nash 
Poems Featured at the Mahopac 
Library.  Local artist Roger Phillips has 
created a series of paintings inspired 
by the animal poetry of Ogden Nash.  
Images of a mischievous shark, a playful 
monkey, a porcupine with a splinter, a pig, 
a panther and more, Phillip’s paintings 
are humorous depictions of these witty 
poems.  Fifteen of Phillips’ paintings are 
currently on display in the Young Arts 
Gallery which is located on the first floor 
of Mahopac Public Library.  The work can 
be seen during regular Library hours, and 
will remain on view through August 15.
Summer Movie Series

Patterson Library, 1167 Rte. 311 
Patterson.  “Summer Movie Matinees” 
Wednesday August 10, and Wednesday 

August 24 at 1 p.m. Get out of the heat 
and enjoy a great movie on our big 
screen! The Big Short (R) will be shown 
on August 10th, and My Big Fat Greek 
Wedding 2 (PG-13) will be shown on 
August 24. Registration preferred, walk-
ins welcome if space allows. To register 
or for more information, visit us online 
at www.pattersonlibrary.org and click on 
calendar or call 845-878-6121 x10. Free 
program.
Summer Reading

Literacy Connections, ESL summer 
program for students ages 6 and 
up at Reed Library Thursdays July 7 
through August 11, 10:30 a.m. to noon.  
Registration required, please call the 
library to register, 845-225-2439.
Farmers Markets: 

Hudson Valley Regional Farmers 
Market hopes to exemplify its connections 
to the community to provide local 
economic opportunity as it showcases 
sustainability.  15 Mount Ebo Road South 
Brewster.  10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  For more info: 
http://www.hudsonvalleyfarmersmarket.
org/
Friday’s 

Minecraft Fridays at Kent Public 
Library:  Come play on Minecraft on 
Fridays 4 p.m.-4:45 p.m. until August 
12th.  This program is for young people 
ages 7 to12.  Minecraft is a computer 
game about placing blocks and going on 
adventures. Explore randomly generated 
worlds and build amazing things from 
the simplest of homes to the grandest of 
castles. Registration for the first session 
is Friday, July 1st at 10 am.  Registration 
is required for each session. Registration 
opens the Friday before the next session 
at 10 am.  You may register for the 
program by going to www.kentlibrary.
org or calling the Kent Public Library at 
845-225-8585.  The library is located at 17 
Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes, NY 10512.

Reed Memorial Library presents 
Fitness Fridays with UMAC of Carmel. 
Preteen / Teen Program   Fridays 10:30 
a.m. until August 12 B.I.G. Kids.  Building 
Character.  Increasing Fitness. Growing 
Together. Registration is required. 845-
225-2439
Saturday’s 

The Ultimate Brooder Co. Presents: 
Live Poultry & Farm animal market.  
The First Saturday of Each Month:   Aug, 
Sept., Oct.  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.  Putnam Valley 
Grange.  128 Mill Street (at Peekskill 
Hollow Rd.) Putnam Valley.  Free 
admission - Come look and shop. 
Tuesday, August 2 

Guided Chakra Meditation: 10:30 
a.m.  Reed Library.  A tool to clear, de-
stress, relax, focus, energize or just feel 
good!  Call the library to register, 845-
225-2439.

The Reads at Reed Book Club:  7pm to 
discuss the book “The Guernsey Literary 

and Potato Peel Pie Society” by Mary 
Ann Shaffer.  The meeting will be held 
at Reed Memorial Library, 1733 Route 6, 
Carmel.  Contact 845-225-2439 with any 
questions.

Open Mic Night at Kent Library:  
Help us start a monthly Open Mic Night 
at the Kent Public Library! Come show 
off your musical or literary talent 6 p.m.-7 
p.m.  You are free to attend or participate!  
Light refreshments will be served. 
Musicians and writers all are welcome.  
Performers please contact the library to 
book a time slot and tell us about your 
performance. Registration is required for 
performers.  Performers may register for 
the program by going to www.kentlibrary.
org or calling the Kent Public Library at 
845-225-8585.  The library is located at 17 
Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes. 

Origami Workshop at Kent Library:  
Come to the Kent Public Library for an 
Origami Workshop. 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Origami is the art of paper folding, come 
learn the art and make fun objects and 
animals.  This program is for ages 10 & 
up and registration is required.  You may 
register for the program by going to www.
kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent Public 
Library at 845-225-8585.  The library is 
located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes.  

Green Chimneys’ Executive Golf 
Challenge:  9:30 a.m-7 p.m. Sunningdale 
Country Club, 300 Underhill Road, 
Scarsdale.  Hit the Green for Green 
Chimneys! Join us, along with friends 
and special celebrity sports guests for a 
day of spectacular golf. Co-chaired by 
Tom Lowell and Don Ross, all proceeds 
will benefit Green Chimneys programs 
for children and animals. For Ticket and 
schedule information, visit: http://www.
greenchimneys.org/golf

Financial Wellness Estate Planning: 
How to Protect your Parents and 
Yourself, with Michael Martin, Esq.. 
Topics to be covered: Probate, Medicaid, 
Living Wills, Health. 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Julia L. Butterfield Memorial Library, 10 
Morris Ave., Cold Spring, 845- 265-3040 
Registration required - please call 845- 
265-3040 or access the online calendar. 
Butterfield Library locate the event and 
follow the prompts.
Wednesday, August 3

Beyond Coloring Books:  10:30 a.m-
11:45 a.m:   Adult coloring books might 
be all the rage, but there’s more to coloring 
than in a book.  Join other adults for some 
downtime and choose your own coloring 
project: bookmarks, note cards, dot to 
dots, and more.  You can even create your 
own geometric design to color and frame 
using our Spirograph kits.  Coloring is a 
great way to relax after a hard day and a 
perfect way to give your creativity a boost.  
All supplies will be provided, but you are 
welcome to bring your own.  For ages 
17 and up.  Registration required. For 

more information call 845279-6421 or 
visit:  http://tinyurl.com/z2txybm Please 
note: for adults unable to attend in the 
morning, this program will also be offered 
from 5:30 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. on Thursdays, 
August 4.  

Stuffed Animal Sleepover: Join the 
Brewster Public Library for our Stuffed 
Animal Sleepover on 5:00- 6 p.m. 
(Thursday, 1 p.m.)  Your special friend will 
find out what happens at the library after 
closing time.  Drop off is on Wednesday 
between 5 p.m.-6 p.m.  Each child will get 
to tuck their stuffed animal in bed and say 
goodnight.   Pick up will be on Thursday, 
August 4th at 1 p.m., during our teddy 
bear storytime. Everyone gets to find out 
what went on the night before and make a 
picture frame.  Registration required.  For 
more information call 845-279-6421 or 
visit: http://tinyurl.com/hu3to75

AuKid’s Yoga & Mindfulness:  At the 
Brewster Public Library. 10 a.m. -11 a.m.  
In this class, taught by Denise Nobile, 
founder of Youth Nation, kids will learn 
simple breathing techniques they can do 
anytime and postures that are grounding, 
strengthening and balancing.  Through 
mindfulness activities, relaxation 
techniques and games that teach focusing 
and body movement, students will 
discover tools that will help them in 
times of challenge, enabling them to be 
the best version of themselves.  For ages 
8-11.  Registration required.  For more 
information call: 845-279-6421 or visit:  
http://tinyurl.com/z97dndx gust 4 
Friday, August 5 

Breastfeeding Moms: Breastfeeding 
moms in Putnam County and the 
surrounding area will join thousands 
of others from around the world for the 
2016 BIG LATCH ON. Putnam County’s 
local event is hosted by the PCDOH and 
New York-Presbyterian/Hudson Valley 
Hospital and will take place at the Carmel 
Fire Department, 94 Gleneida Avenue, 
from 9:45 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. Door prizes, 
information, activities and refreshments 
will be provided. Preregistration is 
preferred but walk-ins are welcome. First 
25 people to register will be guaranteed 
a gift bag. Please arrive by 9:45 a.m. so 
everyone can be registered and settled 
in. For more information or to register, 
contact the Putnam County Department 
of Health at (845) 808-1390, ext. 43232.

WAR:  9 p.m.  An American Original; 
WAR was the first and most successful 
musical crossover phenomenon. A 
touring act that performs 150 shows a 
year and whose catalogue of timeless hits 
permeates our everyday lives.Tickets $30, 
$40, or $47.50. They can be purchased 
online, over the phone, or in person. 
Contact the box office through our email 
or phone number listed below. boxoffice@
paramounthudsonvalley.com 914-739-
0039 ext 2

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 080216

Free Upcoming Training Class
PCA TRAINING CLASS

• Flexible hours
• Hourly and live-in cases
• Great incentives and benefits

CALL TODAY — 845-738-1883 / 914-410-8920

Are you looking for a rewarding career in the health care industry? 
Become a CERTIFIED NYS Personal Care Aide (PCA) for FREE!

We offer Training in Orange, Sullivan, Putnam, Ulster, Dutchess, 
and some areas in Westchester County.

Hurry - call and reserve your space. Classes filling up fast!

• Supportive environment
• Employee rewards program
• Competitive pay

We have IMMEDIATE placement options, in several locations and neighborhoods. 
W E  O F F E R :

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

ADOPTION
Unplanned Pregnancy? Need help? 
FREE assistance: caring staff, counseling 
and financial help. You choose the lov-
ing, pre-approved adoptive parents. Joy 
1-866-922-3678 www.ForeverFamilies-
ThroughAdoption.org. Hablamos Espanıl.

AUCTIONS
OTSEGO COUNTY REAL PROPERTY 
TAX FORECLOSURE AUCTION. 50+/- 
Properties August 17 @ 11AM. Held at: 
Holiday Inn - Oneonta. 800-243-0061 
AAR, Inc. & HAR, Inc. Free brochure: 
www.NYSAuctions.com

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LAND FOR SALE
Cooperstown NY Land For Sale By 
Owner - Near Otsego Lake - 26 Acres 13 
Acres - Ponds, organic fields, spectacular 
views, restaurants, boating, great schools, 

607-435-0255 - www.CooperstownProp-
erty.com.

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF AMY 
BALTER, THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE, 
LLC. Arts of Org filed with Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 05/04/2016. Office loc: 
Westchester. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process may be served and 
shall mail process to the principal business 
address: 2 Woodland Dr., Pleasantville, 
NY 10570. Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LG 
CREATIVE ENTERPRISE, LLC. ARTS 
OF ORG filed with the Secy of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 05/25/2016. Office loc: West-
chester. SSNY designated as agent upon 
whom process may be served and shall 
mail process to the principal business ad-
dress:  208 Harris Rd. Apt CA 1, Bedford 
Hills, NY 10507. Purpose: any lawful 
acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: RUN-
WAY PRESTIGE, LLC. ART OF ORG. 
filed with SSNY on 4/07/16. Office in 
Westchester County, SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: 285 Rich Avenue, Mt. Vernon, NY 
10552. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SAN-
DANO TECHNOLOGY GROUP, LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with Secre-
tary of State of New York (SSNY) on June 
30, 2016.  Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to:  Ste-
fano Sandano 59 Kensington Road Apt 
1A Bronxville, NY 10708.  Purpose:  Any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF JENN 
MANN INTERIORS, LLC. ARTS. Of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 7/07/16.  Office 
location: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to Jennifer Mann, 11 Oneida Street 
Rye, New York 10580. Purpose: any law-
ful act or activity.

LOTS & ACREAGE
ABANDONED FARM LIQUIDATION 
SALE AUG 6TH 3 HRS NYC! 7 acres 
$19,900 10 acres $24,900 20 acres- $39,900 
30 acres- $59,900 24 Parcels being SOLD 
OFF! Terms are avail! Call to register 888- 
905-8847 Virtual Tour: NewYorkLandan-
dLakes.com

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:† www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry 
books, cameras, records, instruments, coins, 
watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. 
PLEASE CALL AARON AT 914-654-1683

CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS Up 
to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Payment 
Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices Paid!! 
Call JENNI Today! 800-413-3479 www.
CashForYourTestStrips.com

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation.

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49For a program that was down and out after last year’s failed Class A playoff  run and an off-field accident that didn’t help matters, the Lakeland High soccer program wiped the slate clean and began its 2016 

Section 1 championship quest by claiming the 9th annual Lakeland Summer League title last Wednesday at the Hive. Coach Tim Hourahan’s Hornets (7-2-1 in summer action) pronounced themselves as legit 
Class A title contenders this fall when they tied Rye 1-1 in regulation, before prevailing on penalty kicks, 6-5. The unit is expected to pick up where they left off  this September when (Top row from left to right) 
Arben Hoxhaj, Dhruv Girgenti, Nayer Guirgus, Chris McGovern, Kevin Allan, Luke Rapaport, Drew Thompson,Tommy Cuomo, Gerardo Hernandez, Ryan Mathis, Ryan Casey; (Bottom row left to right) Gabe Nieves, 
Julian Dimaranan, Matt Majdanski, Matias Prando (capt.),Nick Estrella, Jordan Fein (capt.), Nick Foci (capt.), Brandon Vellozzi, Andres Lopez and Matt Maja seek Lakeland’s fifth Section 1 championship as the 
host school for the Section 1 championships in November of  2016. “This group has the makings of  a championship contender, and we can’t wait for the ‘Drive for Five’,” Coach Hourahan said of  a potential fifth 
sectional title for the Hornets.

Kicks Like a Mule!

Lakeland Crowned
Summer League Soccer Champs
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Grid NotebookSports

Brewster’s Guida: Excellence, On and Off the Field
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

The initial would-be tacklers were 
shed as quickly as they approached, and 
Brewster senior RB Jack Guida had now 
set his eyes on the second tier of John 
Jay defenders quickly approaching his 6’, 
180-pound frame. A juke here, a stutter-
step there and Guida had alluded as 
many as five defenders in what seemed 
like the blink of an eye en route to a four-
touchdown, 156-yard effort in a 52-51 
double overtime win over the Indians last 
fall. While that Week 4 undertaking might 
have been the highlight-reel performance 
of a standout junior campaign, Jack Guida 
was just getting started.

With 4.56 speed in the 40 and significant, 
tackle-shedding strength, oftentimes the 
only thing standing between Guida and 
paydirt are a couple of wiry defensive 
backs who lack the muscle to bring the 
Brewster captain down. As the DBs hang 
on for dear life, the only hope is to slow 
him down enough so that a weak-side 
backer can angle him down for a minimal 
gain, which, last season, was generally in 
the 7-to-10-yard range with occasional 
bursts of 80 and 90 yards.

Guida averaged nearly seven yards per 
carry last season as Brewster’s featured 
back while rushing for 15 touchdowns 
(and totaling 18 TDs for the year), leaving 
opposing defenders with a pretty good 
look at the back of No.44’s jersey during 
the Bears’ respectable 6-3 season; a year 
that ended in quarterfinal playoff defeat 

at the hands of Class A Yorktown. Except 
a visible rise in those numbers this fall, 
despite the fact the Bears have lost some 
key players on both sides of the ball, 
including All-Section QB Matt Catalano, 
who will be replaced under center this 
season by – you guessed it – Jack Guida. 

“Personally, I’ve been focusing on 
lifting, my footwork and agility and my 

speed,” said Guida, who played QB on the 
junior varsity a few years back and has 
been to prospect camps up and down the 
east coast this off-season in the hopes of 
fine tuning his signal-calling skills. “I’ve 
got some really big shoes to fill. We have 
a really good group of guys with great 
chemistry coming off a strong season 
from last year. I’ve been going to a bunch 
of different prospect camps. We’re going 
to have a great offensive and defensive 
line, which will allow our backs to do 
some awesome things this year. We’ve 
been working out together as a team and 
really have been coming together. Our 
goal is to build on what we did last year, 
and I know we’re going to surprise some 
people this year.”

Guida, a two-way workhorse who 
rarely gets a play off, is as driven in the 
classroom as he is on the field, which is 
why he drawing interest from several Ivy 
League schools, including Dartmouth, 
Princeton and Harvard and such highbrow 
institutions such as Fordham, Colgate, 
William & Mary and Villanova, where he 
spent last Sunday. Guida, who carries an 
A-average in the classroom, including five 
Advanced Placement courses in the past 
and three more this year, hopes to major 
in engineering at one of the above, but 
Dartmouth left a lasting impression.

“I really liked Dartmouth,” said Guida, 
who studied Physics and World History 
his sophomore year and Macroeconomics, 
Stats and Calculus as a junior with 
Microecomics, Calculus BC and Physics 
C on the docket this year. “It gets difficult 

and stressful but it is definitely worth all 
the hard work and effort.”

A class load like that would be enough 
to make most student athletes cave in, but 
Brewster football Coach Ed Mulvihill says 
Guida is anything but your typical student 
athlete.

“He’s one of our best,” Mulvihill said. “As 
a player I would describe Jack as explosive. 
He has top speed and accelerates out of 
cuts very quickly.   On top of all of this he 
is an outstanding student and person. Jack 
has a great work ethic. He’s the type of kid 
that goes top speed all the time. He doesn’t 
take plays off.  His teammates see this and 
then they work harder.”

Opposing coaches like Hen Hud’s Mike 
Lynch, have to work harder, too, and they 
know going in: Don’t let Guida beat you. 
They caution their players and run scout 
teams built around his containment, but 
Guida’s grind often wins out.

“He’s an exceptional athlete,” Lynch 
said. “Guida has the unique combination 
of both speed and power, and he has 
great hands out of the backfield. He can 
beat a defense in a number of ways and 
will certainly be the focal point of every 
defense he goes against this season. Every 
defensive coordinator in Section 1 will 
be scheming ways try and contain him. 
I wouldn’t be surprised if you saw Jack 
taking some snaps at QB in the gun either 
this season. A talented athlete like that 
you want touching the ball as much as 
possible.”

That’s Football 101: Guida passed that 
class back in third grade. 

Brewster senior Jack Guida reeled off  18 touchdowns last season and had good reason to celebrate as he and the Bears posted a 6-3 season, which they hope 
to build on in 2016 with Guida under center.

Mahopac 10-U Team Visits Hershey Park

The Mahopac 10-U team of  Casey Brandstetter, Joe Luczkowski, Robert Dusovic, Tyler Castrataro, 
JT Ferguson, John Kearney, Kevin Dwyer, Steven Geraghty, Nevin Nystrom, Liam Scanlon, Joe Bally, 
Quentin Bally and coaches Dan Brandstetter, Jim Castrataro and Reid Nystrom enjoy a break from 
their grueling Greater Hudson Valley Baseball League schedule during an action-packed week of  
baseball and fun at Hershey Park in PA. The team locked up playoff  berth in the GHVBL and was 
finally eliminated by top-seeded Bedford Hills in the semifinals.
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Class B Boys LAX NotebookSports

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports 
Editor 

The age-old adage 
says, “You Can’t 
Come Home Again”, 
but Putnam Valley’s 
Kristi Dini isn’t big 
on proverbs. More 
to the point, Dini, 
a basketball coach 
and hoops junkie by 
trade, has ventured 
off the beaten path but 

never really left “The 
Valley”. Last week it was 
informally announced 

that Dini, who was unceremoniously 
dismissed as head coach of the Somers 
girls’ basketball team last spring, will 
take over the reins of the Putnam Valley 
girls’ program where she became the 
school’s first 1,000-point scorer. She later 
garnered All-NYS honors back in 2005 
before heading off to Boston University 
where she set the career, single season 
and America East conference record for 
3-pointers made.

Dini, a two-time 
Section 1 League 
I-D Coach of 
the Year, guided 
Somers to their 
most successful 
campaign in 
program history 
last season after 
finishing 19-3, but 
there were some 
in Tuskerland 
– high-ranking 
administrators , 
mostly -- who 
couldn’t cope with 
her style, which is 
more “throwback” 
than “coddler”. She 
was blindsided by 
her dismissal at 
Somers (where she 
went 53-26 with 
two league titles in 4 years), and Putnam 
Valley A.D. Brian Burrow saw this as an 
opportunity to pounce.

After Dini’s brief dalliance with Peekskill 
back in June, Burrow and Dini connected 
and the end result looks like a one-year 
deal will be struck (pending PV School 
Board approval) and Dini will guide the 
Tigers this fall, inheriting a team that made 
the Section 1 Class B Final 4 last March for 
the first time in nearly a decade.

“I’m beyond excited to return to P.V.,” 
said Dini, President and Founder of the 
New York Extreme Hoops AAU program. 
“This is where it all started for me. This is 
where my love for the game was cultivated; 
in camps with Mr. (Gerry) Carlin and with 

athletic directors like Mr. (Bill) Conroy 
and coaches like Kelly Thompson. They 
taught me so much and now it’s my turn 
to do the same for the youth of Putnam 
Valley. I can’t wait to get started.” 

Dini knows that the shelf life for girls’ 
basketball coaches at PV 
High is shaky at best, what 
with Linda Winchell, Kelly 
Thompson, Ed Wallach, 
Aldo Redendo and Nick 
Lenhard all coming and 
going for a variety of 
reasons over the past 
decade. Unfortunately, the only constant 
within the program has been change. The 
disastrous effects were evident for several 
years prior to the U-turn in 2015.

There hasn’t been much continuity to 
speak of but the no-nonsense Dini views 
this as a fresh start after a raw deal at 
Somers. There’s no reason why she can’t 
develop some continuity and stick around 
for a few years as long as Dini keeps an 
even keel and understands that Putnam 

Valley girls cannot concentrate on only 
one sport; PV is too small to specialize in 
basketball, and attempting to force that 
issue is political suicide by alienation.

Putnam Valley, a small Class B school, 
needs to spread the wealth, and it student 
athletes are often multi-sport competitors. 
Imposing specialization would be 
detrimental to all parties, but giving Dini, 
who has high-level coaching aspirations, 
first crack at replacing Lenhard is a no-
brainer…

GRID-BITS, HEN HUD STYLE– 
After a bowl win over Somers last season, 
I would suspect that few teams in Class A 
will be as improved as Hendrick Hudson 
will be this fall.  It’s been a few years since 

the Sailors were on anyone’s pre-season 
radar, but if some unsuspecting coach 
were to leave them off his locator this fall 
he might pay dearly for having done so. 

Sailor WR Marquan Anderson will 
be a tough contain for any secondary, 

and will serve as QB Nick 
Cunningham’s top option. 
Sailors Coach Mike Lynch, 
an up-and-coming spread-
oriented mentor, expects 
big things from the dynamic 
duo, who scratched the 
surface last season when the 

Sailors went 4-5.
“Nick and Marquan have developed a 

nice relationship from last season and into 
the summer,” Coach Lynch said. “Nick 
feels and trusts Marquan where he knows 
he can put it up and Marquan will go get it.

Sailor TE/LB/DE Mike Fasolino is a 

10th-grader who has drawn high praise, 
having been compared by some with 
former All-Section FB/LB Mike Pritts, an 
all-time Sailor great. 

“If Mike continues to work hard and 
remain committed to the process, he has 
the potential to be one of the best football 
players that has ever walked through the 
doors of Hen Hud,” Lynch said.

We’ve been hearing a lot about these 
incoming sophs, including strong-armed 
QB/DB Manny Carbone and RB/LB Jordan 
Grullon, and these rugged freshmen as 
they head up the pike and appear ready 
for the rigors of varsity ball. So, when 
you’re ranking your top 10 Class A teams 
this summer, don’t overlook Hen Hud, 

which fully expects to be 2-0 as the Sailors 
enter Week 3 against visiting Brewster in 
what should be a pretty good test for two 
Examiner-area locals who are banking on 
playoff success this season.

“We are excited about the mix of young 
and old talent we have coming back,” 
Lynch said. “Our staff has already issued a 
challenge to our seniors to lead by example 
and push the younger players to play up 
to our expectations. We have talented 
playmakers and depth at our skill positions 
but as always we can only go as far as our 
big guys up front can lead us.”

If these seniors can provide tangible 
measures of action, Hen Hud’s time as a 
legit Class A contender could well be upon 
us…

MAHOPAC native and Stepinac FB/LB 
Antonio Giannico is about to break the 
bank this fall for the CHSFL state champion 

Crusaders. A powerful, hurdling, beast of a 
runner, Giannico will make Mahopacians 
drool with envy this fall over what could 
have been had the 5’11”, 200-pound 
senior played football for the Indians. 
As a featured back for the Crusaders this 
season, this kid is about to go viral on us 
provided he stays healthy #GodWilling. 

Direct 
Rays

You Can Come Home: Dini to Return to Putnam Valley
Record-Setting All-NYS Guard Expected to Coach Lady Tigers’ Hoops; More Grid-Bits

Though her final game at Somers was a crushing quarterfinal setback at the hands of  Pearl River, newly-minted Putnam Valley Coach Kristi Dini will give it everything she has as coach 
of  the Lady Tigers for the 2016-17 season.
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HEY SPORTS FANS, I'll be off to 
the beach next week so please send any 

and all sports submissions to David 
Propper (dgpropper915@gmail.com) 
and Rick Pezzullo (pezdynamicduo@
optonline.net) as the human form of 

Shamu washes up on LBI  
for a week of fun in the sun.
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Brewster senior Jack Guida, an All-Section RB in 2015, will likely take over under center this fall for the playoff-hopeful Bears, who saw Guida score 18 TDs last season and expect more of  the same from this 
exceptional student athlete... see Grid Profile in Sports
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Catch Me if You Can!

Brewster’s Guida Hopes  
to Fly Like the Wind


