
By David Propper
Putnam County lawmakers agreed 

to change a local law that previously 
barred any living person from having 
their name on a county facility, paving 
the way for Garrison resident and Fox 
News chairman Roger Ailes to have his 
name affixed to the new senior center in 
the Butterfield redevelopment. 

Ailes and his wife Beth, donated 
$500,000 that is meant to pay for interior 
construction of the senior center for 
seniors on the west side of the county. 
The county Legislature also agreed to 
a charitable donation agreement that 
would result in the Ailes heading the 
renovation effort and then turning it 
over to the county, according to the 
Putnam County News and Recorder, a 
newspaper in which Beth Ailes is the 

publisher. 
The senior center is going to consist 

of 6,000 square feet, and construction 
would hopefully be completed by spring 
2017, according to the PCNR. 

The charitable agreement was not 
public yet because the documents have 
not been fully executed, according to 
the legislature clerk’s office. 

“We are a very grateful county and we 
have been blessed by so many people 
over the years that have donated time and 
money,” County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell said. “There’s been a tradition in 
Putnam County to recognize and honor 
those who have made contribution and 
I would say this is no different than any 
of those others.”

In 2008, a local law was passed by the 

By David Propper
Putnam County and former 

Department of Health commissioner 
Dr. Allen Beals have finally parted ways 
after the two sides reached a settlement 
agreement in which Beals will get $41,750 
from the county. 

The county Legislature voted 8-1 to 
approve it, with Legislator Roger Gross 
the sole lawmaker to vote against it. The 
settlement ends a messy divorce between 
Beals and the county that started when 
Beals, a Putnam Valley resident, was 
put on administrative leave by County 
Executive MaryEllen Odell in December. 

When legislators voted on the 
settlement approval, many did so 
expressing their reluctance to give Beals 
money. Gross, during the meeting, said 
angrily he was tired of all the “ridiculous 
litigation issues” the county faced and 
the money it gives away. He said while he 
understands why settlements are made, 
this is one he just couldn’t stomach. 

Gross elaborated on his disdain for 
the settlement after the meeting in an 
interview. He said Beals’ treatment of 
county during the settlement negotiations 
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The Putnam County Legislature dedicated last Saturday, May 7, to longtime Mahopac resident and 
Merchant Marine James Dipelesi, calling it James L. Dipelesi Safe Boating Day. Serving the United 
States since World War II, Dipelesi has worked hard to make Lake Mahopac one of  the safest lakes 
in New York. Legislator Toni Addonizio (second from left) stressed how important Dipelesi (second 
from right) is to the community and his bravery since being a young man at war. He still conducts a 
boating and water safety in county schools. Addonizio said Dipelesi has “pioneered the mission of  
safe boating with personal dedication.”

Mahopac Resident Honored 
for Boater Safety Dedication
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Putnam County seniors from the west side showed up in force last week to encourage lawmakers to 
move the Butterfield senior center project along.
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 By Neal Rentz
In front of an abandoned house at 

54 Lakeview Ave. in Carmel, a group 
of local elected officials on May 2 
called for passage of state legislation to 
monitor bank-owned homes, require 
banks to maintain “zombie properties,” 
expedite the foreclosure process, give 
localities more power to repair and 
maintain zombie properties, and create 
a community reinvestment fund to rid 
communities of blights.

Participating in last week’s press 
conference were state Senators Jeff 
Klein and Terrence Murphy and Carmel 
Supervisor Kenneth Schmitt.

Murphy and the state Independent 
Democratic Conference released the 
report “The Next Great American Bank 
Robbery,” which stated in part, “Bank-
owned and zombie properties in the 
40th Senate District have depreciated 
the value of surrounding property in the 
district by an aggregate $2.23 million and 
all zombie properties across Dutchess 
and Putnam counties are responsible 
for decreasing the value of surrounding 
property in the county by $3.82 million.”  

At last week’s press conference Klein 
said current state law mandates that 
the banks maintain their abandoned 
properties, but they are not doing so. 
“If they don’t, it gives the local building 
department the opportunity to make the 

repairs and send the banks the bill,” Klein 
said. “The local building departments 
are very reluctant. They don’t want to 
put up that upfront money, taxpayer 
dollars to make these repairs. So I think 
it’s important that the banks abide by the 
law and make sure that these properties 
are repaired.”

Klein said a study released several years 
ago stated that for each foreclosed house 

property in 
a block the 
prices of 
surrounding 
homes are 
reduced by 
$5,000 each.

Klein 
said zombie 
properties 
are homes 
banks do 
not foreclose 
because they 
do not want 
to maintain 
them after 
the owner 
has left, 
leaving the 
properties 
are in “legal 
limbo.” 

The 
legislation 

calls for creation of a state registry 
that would allow residents to call 
the Division of Financial Services to 
identify abandoned homes that are not 
being maintained that would allow 
municipalities to force banks to maintain 
those properties, Klein said. He is also 
proposing that banks be responsible for 
maintaining zombie properties which 

have not yet been foreclosed “so they 
don’t get worse in the process.” 

Klein said his legislation would give 
the state Division of Financial Services 
the authority to fine the banks from 
$2,500 to $5,000 per day for each day 
repairs are not made. 

Murphy said “doing the right thing” 
was not a partisan issue. His constituents 
have contact him to say there must be 
more done to maintain foreclosed and 
zombie properties, Murphy said. 

“The registry is extremely important 
to know where these properties are,” 
Murphy said. 

Klein said there was a good chance 
of passing the legislation, which has 
bipartisan support, despite opposition 
from banks.  

“From the Town of Carmel, we really 
appreciate your efforts in trying to control 
this issue that we’re having,” Schmitt told 
Klein and Murphy. “We don’t have a lot 
of leverage” to require banks to maintain 
foreclosed and zombie homes, Schmitt 
said. Notices of violations are being sent 
to banks from the town, but banks do 
not reply, he said. 

“This is extremely important. We 
have to make sure the banks are held 
accountable. That the banks do what 
every other homeowner is required to 
do,” Klein said.

Abandoned Properties Legislation Advocated in Carmel
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Participating in a press conference advocating legislation to require banks to maintain 
foreclosed or “zombie” properties on May 2 in front of  an abandoned home at 54 
Lakeview Ave. in Carmel were state Sen. Terrence Murphy, left, state Sen. Jeff  and 
Carmel Supervisor Kenneth Schmitt.

Q: What causes cervical cancer?    
A: Human Papillomavirus (HPV) causes about 90 percent 
of all cases. HPV is a sexually transmitted virus that is 
so common, most people will have it at some point in 
their lives. Certain strains of HPV can cause changes 
on a woman’s cervix that may result in cervical cancer. 
Additional risk factors include smoking, extended use of 
birth control, and having many sexual partners.

Q: What are the symptoms of cervical cancer?
A: It’s important to realize that in most cases, there 
are no symptoms. Uncommon symptoms include 
unexplained vaginal bleeding, bleeding after intercourse 
and abnormal vaginal discharge. Given that the HPV 
strains that can lead to cervical cancer are themselves 
asymptomatic, it becomes clear why you must be 
regularly screened for cervical cancer.

Q: How often should I have a Pap smear?   
A: New guidelines recommend women have a Pap 
smear and HPV test every three years starting at age 
21 until age 65, provided you have no risk factors or 
abnormal Pap smears. This regimen makes it extremely 
likely the disease will be caught while still in the highly 

curable pre-cancerous stage. Some women require 
more frequent screenings. At each visit, your gynecologist 
will evaluate all risk factors and determine if you need a 
Pap smear. Although the recommendations call for getting 
a Pap smear every three years, annual gynecologist visits 
are extremely important to your health. Pelvic exams, Pap 
tests and breast cancer screenings help detect problems 
at an early and potentially highly treatable stage. 

Q: What about the HPV vaccine to prevent cervical cancer?
A: Two other forms of prevention include the condom 
and the HPV vaccination, which protects against several 
strains of HPV known to cause cervical cancer. It does not, 
however, protect against all strains. I often recommend 
to my patients that they get the vaccine when they are 
considering becoming sexually active. Note that the vaccine 
does not replace the need to practice safe sex or to get 
regular Pap smears.

Life-Saving News For Women
What you need to know about 
cervical cancer screenings…

Navid Mootabar, MD
Chief, Obstetrics & Gynecology
Director, Institute for Robotic & Minimally 
Invasive Surgery
Northern Westchester Hospital 
nwhroboticsurgery.org/DrMootabar

Ask the doctor

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Did you know?
Cervical cancer is usually highly curable… 
when caught early through regular screening.

Visit www.nwhroboticsurgery.org/
DrMootabar to learn more about 
Dr. Mootabar and his work at 
Northern Westchester Hospital.
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By David Propper
As lawmakers signed off on another 

$1.1 million bond for the Tilly Foster 
Farm Educational Institute, County 
Executive MaryEllen Odell vowed the 
county property would be a success when 
the work on the farm is finally completed. 

“Tilly Foster will be an educational 
institute that will provide education 
opportunities for students, both young 
and old,” Odell said in an interview 
last week. “As we move forward in 
the development of Tilly Foster Farm, 
obviously our vision is sustainability and 
we know that we have the support of the 
community.”

Odell said Putnam-Northern 
Westchester BOCES is looking to start 
five programs on the farm, including 
culinary arts. Residents are excited about 
the direction the farm is heading, Odell 
said, noting she’s spoken with people 
throughout the county about the farm’s 
future. 

The county Legislature approved the 
additional money 7-2, with Legislator 
Dini LoBue’s attempt to delay the vote 
until more information was provided to 
the legislature proving fruitless. 

LoBue argued to put the breaks on 
the bonding in order to get clearer costs 
on the project. She and Legislator Kevin 
Wright both called for a public hearing so 
residents could have further input on the 

project. 
LoBue argued details 

have been hazy over the 
project’s direction and how 
the county plans to make 
up the money it spent once 
the farm is open. She said 
people wouldn’t take this 
lax approach if they were 
renovating their own home 
and the $1 million variance 
was a huge error. She also 
questioned if the proposed 
BOCES agreement would 
actually become a reality. 

“And we don’t know 
if that’s the end of this 
investment,” LoBue said of 
the 1.1 million. “And I’m concerned.”

Wright, who voted against it, questioned 
if county workers needed to rip up the 
inside to actually understand how much 
money the project would costs, noting 
the building has drawings and plans that 
could’ve been researched. 

Wright said for the county to request 
double the original expenditures 
associated with the farm in less than a 
year is “either a willful failure to present 
the facts as they can reasonably be known 
to be by opening one’s eyes or serious, 
serious mismanagement of project 
responsibility.”

Most lawmakers supported the 
bonding on the farm and were confident 
in the direction the county was going. 
Legislature Chairwoman Ginny Nacerino 
said the construction of the farm was 
never contingent just on the BOCES 
agreement. She added while highway 
department overtime costs are high, those 
costs would be even pricier if the county 
hired outside workers. 

Legislator Toni Addonizio said the 
county had no choice but to move 
forward. She said the county has 
completed extensive work on the farm like 
repairing the septic system and making 
the property disability compliant. She met 

with BOCES officials the day of the vote 
and they told her they were interested in 
using the farm. 

Legislator Carl Albano said large 
variances aren’t uncommon with a project 
of this mass scale. When auditors look at 
the county’s finances, they believe the 
way the county is bonding is appropriate, 
Albano said. 

“There are going to be so many different 
opportunities now,” Albano said once 
construction is finished. 

Legislator Joe Castellano called the 
bonding a “win-win” because the finished 
farm will employ residents and bring 
visitors to the county.

Legislator Roger Gross said he was 
prepared to vote against the bond, but 
changed his mind because it seems like 
BOCES will be coming on the board. He 
also reasoned infrastructure throughout 
the entire county needs to be focused on 
because it’s “in trouble.”

“I think we need and demand stricter 
oversight as we go forward,” Gross said. 
“We really have to look at the dollars.”

LoBue countered and said while there’s 
always talk about more oversight, it’s 
never actually done. She said, “It’s too late, 
where are we getting all this money from? 
We have to prioritize our spending.” 

“We’re leaving a legacy of endless debt,” 
she said. 

Legislators Approve More Money for Tilly Foster Farm
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Legislators Roger Gross (far left) and Joe Castellno voted for the 
additional money, while Legislator Dini LoBue did not.
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was unfortunate “and it’s a low standard. 
You’d expect more from a professional 
such as Dr. Beals.”

“I don’t think he should’ve gotten a 
nickel,” Gross said. “If you know the 
details of the situation he was lucky to get 
off with that as far as I’m concerned.”

Beals could not be reached for 
comment, though calls were made to his 
phone. 

After Beals was put on leave, a war of 
words broke out between Beals and Odell. 

Beals claimed the county promised to 

make him a medical consultant in the 
department after he didn’t want to deal 
with the day-to-day tasks a commissioner 
handles, but the county reneged on 
that agreement. Odell presented a 
different version of events, stressing she 
never guaranteed Beals anything and 
then put him on leave because he sent 
out a press release about becoming a 
medical consultant without her office’s 
authorization.

Beals also alleged he batted away 
political influence from the county 
executive’s office, leading to a tense 
relationship, which Odell denied. 

In an interview Thursday, Odell said 
both she and Beals recognized it was time 
for him to move on professionally and she 
thanked him for his work with the health 
department, most notably, the national 
health accreditation. 

Beals has submitted a resignation letter 
that the county has accepted, Odell said. 

“We expected that there would be some 
sort of an agreement that would need to 
be made and I thought the agreement was 
amenable that I had always hoped for,” 
Odell said. “So the county could move 
and he could move on with his life.” 

Former health commissioner Dr. Allen Beals.
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Former Health Commissioner Reaches Settlement with County
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After Donation, 
Law Changed 
to Place Ailes 
Name on Senior 
Center
legislature that would prevent any living 
person to have their name attached to 
any county facility. The county had to 
wait five years after a person had died to 
have their name on a facility. 

Now, the local law would give the 
legislature final say whether a person 
can have their name on a facility, with 
their first approval for Ailes on May 3. 

Legislator Dini LoBue, the sole nay 
vote, said she thought changing the 
law and the charitable agreement set a 
“dangerous precedent” for any future 
negotiations connected to a donation 
of property or money between a private 
individual and the county. 

“In effect this individual is holding 
the government hostage,” LoBue said. 
“Making control over the project a 
condition of the donation.”

Legislature Chairwoman Ginny 
Nacerino, who supported the 
resolutions, disagreed with LoBue. She 
said any hospital or university that 
receives a large donation usually puts 
the donor’s name on a particular wing 
or part of the overall property. 

Nacerino said the change was simply 
to show gratitude for the donation that 
county received. The original local 
law, Nacerino argued, was politically 
motivated and a “disingenuous” one she 
didn’t think was necessary in the first 
place. 

LoBue rebutted that and said the 
hospital, unlike a government facility, is 
private entity. LoBue added Ailes would 
have control over the construction 
of the facility, again different from a 
donation to another entity. 

continued on page 16
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By David Propper
Millions of Jews were imprisoned 

and killed during the Holocaust and 
last week, Putnam County officials and 
residents took time to remember one of 
the darkest chapters of the 20th century.

Gathered at the Historic Putnam 
County Courthouse Thursday afternoon 
for Holocaust Remembrance Day, 
Westchester resident Anita Greenwald, 
the daughter of Holocaust survivors, told 
their stories filled with grief and hope. 
Both of Greenwald’s parents’ lives were 
changed forever as children when the 
Nazis came to power.

“Being survivors didn’t define who my 
parents were, but it became the lens in 
which they went about their lives and it 
does mine, too,” Greenwald said. “I don’t 
think I would have survived what they 
went through.”

Greenwald’s mother, Helga, was 
imprisoned in a camp when she was 
just a young child with her mother, Elsa. 
Helga was encouraged to dig behind the 
barrack under the fence, in hopes of one 
day escaping. Finally, one day she ran 
away when the hole was big enough, 
though Helga ripped up part of back 
caught under the fence. Helga ran and 
eventually fell sick and exhausted. 

“She was so brave,” Greenwald said. 
“Braver than I am now.”

She was found by a group of Frenchmen 

that sent her to a Catholic convent where 
she was brought back to full health. She 
eventually was taken to an orphanage 
where children of Holocaust victims 
stayed. Miraculously, in that orphanage, 
Helga was reunited with her mother, who 
was able to escape from the camp at a 
later date. 

Finally the two went on ship that set 
sail for America, where another miracle 
occurred: Helga’s father was on the same 
boat, also surviving the camp he was held 
in. Helga and her family arrived at Ellis 
Island in 1940, but were turned away 
since the American quota for refugees 
was filled, Greenwald said. Instead they 
headed to the Dominican Republic where 
they were welcomed and lived for four 
years until a family in the US sponsored 
them. 

Greenwald’s father and his family 
escaped the Nazis by moving to Russia 
where the family welcomed a baby 
brother. They all eventually landed in 
Siberia and lived in barracks built by 
themselves in a Russian camp. While 
it was a safe haven from the Nazis, 
people still died regularly from freezing 
temperatures and starvation, Greenwald 
said. Greenwald’s father’s little brother 
was one the people that died, which was 
tough for her father to ever accept. 

“My parents always had issues with 
us eating all of our food, always telling 

my siblings and I to clean our plate and 
reminding us of the lack of food they 
had growing up” Greenwald said. “The 
importance of food and fear of starvation 
stayed with dad for his entire life.”

When the World War II ended, her 
father and a few friends went back to 
Poland. Then they were forced to leave 
that town and after some trials and 
tribulations, the family was reunited and 
landed in the US. 

Greenwald’s parents met at Orchard 

Park in the Bronx and their courtship 
started from there. He saw Helga on a 
bus and tried to get on, too, but the bus 
was full. While Greenwald’s father never 
thought he would never see her again, he 
ran into her at the beach later that day. 

County Executive MaryEllen Odell 
and NYS Supreme County Justice Lewis 
Lubell were on hand for the breathtaking 
talk, noting how important it is to 
remember the carnage that occurred 
decades ago.

Holocaust Remembrance Day Marked in Putnam
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Westchester resident Anita Greenwald spoke about her parents’ journey during the Holocaust at an 
event in Putnam last week.
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LOCATION:
Chappaqua Crossing

480 Bedford Road, Chappaqua, NY 10514
1st Floor in the Pegasus Room
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Full-time, Part-time, and Per Diem work throughout 

CareMount Medical’s Westchester, Putnam, Dutchess, 
Columbia, and Ulster offi ce locations.

Bring resumé for immediate interview.
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caremountmedical.com/careers

Health Care That Revolves Around You.

JOB FAIR

Registered Mortgage Broker - NYS Department of Financial Services. CT MORTGAGE BROKER ONLY, NOT A MORTGAGE 
LENDER OR MORTGAGE CORRESPONDENT LENDER. Mortgage Broker Licensed in Florida. Licensed by the Pennsyl-
vania Department of Banking and Securities. Licensed Mortgage Broker by the New Jersey Department of Banking and 
Insurance. Massachusetts Mortgage Broker License #MB4368. All loans arranged through 3rd party providers. Company 
NMLS #4368, Cortlandt Manor Branch NMLS #325538, Yonkers Branch NMLS #1140068 

 
Please join A.S.A.P. Mortgage Corp.

At our 1st Annual VA Dinner Seminar
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By David Propper
Carmel’s proposed spending plan is 

$121 million and represents a 1.67 percent 
budget-to-budget increase, with a tax levy 
increase of 0.88 percent, which is under 
the tax cap.

Carmel has four candidates running for 
three open seats.

John Cody - Incumbent 
Running for a second term, John 

Cody wants to be part of a school board 

and district going in the right direction. 
Having his hand in different initiatives, 
Cody wants to see them through.

For instance, the STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Math) program 
is getting up and running, and having 
laptops in classrooms where each student 
has a device is an ultimate goal. For 
athletics, creating a booster club that is 
district wide to raise funds for sports 
teams and budget wise, Cody, a business 
owner, said the board has tried its best to 
keep the tax increases as low as possible. 

Going forward, Cody would like to 
see the district expand on college credit 
course offerings for high school students. 
Cody noted his own son was able to get 24 
college credits while still in high school. 
More electives in areas like engineering, 
business, and technology would be 
welcomed additions, he said. In the 
middle school, Cody said he would also 
like to expand on the electives students 
can take. 

As for state tests and opting out, Cody 
said he questions whether the state tests 
are best for the students or for the state 
and the private companies behind it. Cody 
said it’s up to the parents and students if 
they want to participate in the tests. 

Three years ago, Cody ran on a platform 
of what’s best for students and taking 
taxpayers into account. He believes he’s 
held to that word where he wants students 

to succeed and also school taxes to be 
manageable, especially for senior citizens.

“I can look people in the eye and say 
that every one of my decisions is based on 
those two factors,” Cody said. “And they’ll 
continue to be based on those two factors 
for the next three years.” 

Eric Mittelstadt - Incumbent
Eric Mittelstadt believes his biggest 

asset to the school board is his willingness 
and ability to listen to parents and 
community members about their 
concerns in the school system. That’s why 
after six years on the board, he’s looking to 
serve another term. 

He wants to be a steward for community 
members and boasts about being 
outspoken at meetings and disagreeing 
with certain topics the district faces.

The reason the board is strong, 
Mittelstadt said, is because the board is 
able to disagree, but still get work done. 

“I have no agenda, I don’t have kids in 
the schools anymore,” he said. “It’s my 
job to make sure every child regardless of 
their circumstance gets the best education 
they can get.”

Mittelstadt said the contract between 
the teachers union and district provided 
givebacks to the school and lasts for eight 
years, though two years is retroactive. 
He said the contract would slow down 
the growth of the budget year-to-year, 
considering how much health costs have 
continued to increase.

“It gives six years of relatively 
projectable cost and decreases and 
increases depending on the amount of 
teachers,” he said. “I believe it was fair to 
the community, I believe it was fair to the 
teachers.”

Mittelstadt said he was one of the first 
to fight against the data mining where the 
state education department was taking 
student information that should remain 
private. Additionally, he has spoken up 
against the testing imposed on the district 
by the state and called the Common Core 

a “joke.”
Mittelstadt said he agrees with the 

parents that opt their children out, though 
there should be some way to see how kids 
rank against the national landscape. He’s 
like to see lower doses of testing.

If residents like the direction of the 
district, Mittelstadt said they should cast 
a vote for him. 

“People like the fact that I listen to 
them, I’m one of them,” he said. “I think 
I’ve been a steadying influence on the 
board.”

Greg Riley - Incumbent   
On the school board for the past 12 

years and currently its president, Greg 
Riley believes the work the board does is 
important and wants to continue to give 
back to the school community.  

Riley, who has a private chiropractic 
practice in Bedford, has lived in Carmel 
since 1998 and has three children, one 
Carmel high school graduate and two 
currently in the high school. Before 
becoming board president, he served as 
vice-president for four years. 

Riley said there are many 
accomplishments the board can boast 
over the past several years, including 
putting a top-flight administrative team 
together, updating all buildings in the 
district, and instituting a maintenance 
program for facilities. Additionally, the 
district has even expanded the physical 
plant, putting more science rooms in the 
middle school and a new science wing 
and library in the high school. There was 
also a new turf field put in place, he said. 

Riley wants to continue to put 
technology in the hands of every student 
at every grade level and prepare teachers 
to best instruct with that technology.  

As for the state tests and opt-out 
movement, Riley said the Common Core 
testing was rolled out “too quickly and 
inappropriately.” None of the stakeholders 
had any input in the process, Riley noted. 

MAY
Specials
Oil Change&
Tire Rotation
for $29.95 (plus tax)

Your Complete Automotive Service Center

8 4 5 . 8 7 8 . 3 4 5 6Check us out on Facebook
for exclusive specials!

2597 Rt. 22 Patterson
PattersonAutoBody.com

Good for the month
of May only
(Expires 5/31/16)

*Restrictions apply

PattersonAutoBodyny

Patterson May Sprcials:Layout 1  5/6/16  1:00 PM  Page 1

Carmel School District Budget and School Board Candidates

John Cody Eric Mittelstadt

Greg Riley

continued on page 8
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By David Propper
The budget in Brewster is under the 

tax cap, totaling at $92.8 million. The tax 
levy increase is 1.94 percent and budget-
to-budget increase is 3.1 percent. There is 
also a proposition to purchase buses for 
$490,000.  

Three candidates are vying for two open 
seats.

Diane O’Brien - Incumbent  
As a big proponent for public education 

and helping all students, Diane O’Brien is 
running for a second term for the same 
reasons she ran the first time.

With leadership changes in the 
district coming—most notably a new 
superintendent—O’Brien believes it’s 
important to have experienced people on 
the board that would cement continuity. 

O’Brien would like to also work off the 
progress the district has made over the 
past few years. There is a reading program 
for kindergarten through 5th grade, the 
budget has remained under the tax cap 
with a strong financial background, and 
the veterans tax exemption was passed 
in which Brewster was one of the first 
districts to approve it. 

If she gets another term, O’Brien wants 
to find other sources of funding outside of 
property tax. For instance, grant writing 
and getting creative with other funding 
avenues, she said. Additionally, the 
STEM (science, technology, engineering, 
math) program is something O’Brien 
wants to push further, where eventually 
every student has a laptop.

With a new school chief set to be 
named, O’Brien said the board would 
find the right person that is a good match 
for the district and community. The 
board works hard, O’Brien said, to find 
administrators that work well within 
the school community. Her experience 
is critical to finding the best person 
because she’s already familiar with what 

the school district needs, O’Brien said. 
As for the opt-outs in Brewster from 

state tests, O’Brien said the tests lack 
validity and causes her concern. She 
doesn’t think it measures exactly how well 
students are doing and understands why 
parents opt their children out. Common 
Core standards are good, yet the rollout 
was a problem. 

Committed and experienced, O’Brien 
looks forward to another term in office.

“I’m a good listener and I listen to 
everyone,” O’Brien said. “Whether it’s 
the students, the parents, the taxpayers, 
I listen. Being able to listen and present 
that to the public and work with them is 
a good thing.”

Kristin Cacal
Vowing to make her decisions based 

off what’s best for all children, Kristin 
Cacal wants to be a voice for students if 
elected to the school board. 

“I’m going in to be an advocate and 
voice for the kids and their families,” 
Cacal said. 

Cacal lauded the current school board 
for handling several tough decisions 
and doing what’s best for kids. She also 
applauded the board’s fiscal management, 

submitting budgets consistently under 
the tax cap. 

“A lot comes down the pipe from 
Albany that they have to deal with,” Cacal 
said. 

Cacal said she would suggest slowing 
down the pace in which initiatives in the 
district are implemented, considering 
all the new mandates from the state and 
impending construction on facilities. 
With all that coming at once, Cacal said 
it’s a lot for teachers to handle. She’d 
rather hit the pause button and examine 
how certain programs are working. 

“Let’s make sure we’re doing it well 
and not doing a million things just to 
say we’re doing them,” Cacal, a Brewster 
graduate, said. 

As for the opt-out movement from 
states tests, Cacal called it a “very personal 
decision” for parents to make, but did 
stress there is too much testing and too 
much weight is placed on them. She 
hopes the states education department 
gets that message. 

Currently, she’s the JFK school PTA 
president, a term that ends at the end of 
this year and will soon be the district’s 
SEPTA president. She also participated 
on several committees like mental 
health and special education, and a few 
interview committees.

As a former special education teacher 
and assistant principal in California, 
Cacal wore plenty of hats in the education 
field. 

She has two children, including one in 
the school system. 

“I mean this when I say this,” Cacal 
said. “I believe every conversation that 
you start is, ‘is it good for kids’ and needs 
to end with, ‘OK did this decision we 
make, was that good for kids.’ I believe 
that strongly. If you stick with that, then 
you can’t go wrong.” 

Lauren Harper 
After wrestling with whether to 

run again after falling short last year, 
Lauren Harper’s concern with the lack 
of engagement between the school board 
and community motivated her to run two 

years in a row.
With a budget discussion that was 

mostly quiet, Harper would like to see 
more discourse about important issues 
facing the school district. 

Also, as a Patterson resident and as a 
full-time working mother with a child 
in the district, Harper thinks she would 
bring a different perspective to the board. 

“It was suggested to me that it would 
be really nice to have a new voice on the 
board,” Harper said. 

Brewster School District Budget and School Board Candidates

Lauren Harper 

Kristin Cacal

Diane O’Brien
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continued on page 8
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But Riley said he thought opting 
students out was counter-productive to 
educating students and would create a 
backlash from students that don’t want to 
take any tests. 

“If students aren’t tested periodically 
how can we judge their progress or lack 
thereof and help them when they require 
services if there is no measurable data,” he 
said.

Riley points to his record and 
experience on the board that warrants 
another term in office. 

“I always do “What’s Best for Kids”, 
while attempting to keep the budget under 
control and taxes as low as possible,” Riley 
said.

John Curzio 
Stressing that he’s not running against 

any particular candidate for the school 
board, John Curzio believes he can bring 
fresh ideas that would be beneficial to the 
district and school community. 

Fighting against implementing 
Common Core, providing students with 
as many college credit courses as possible 
and offering classes for students to learn 
a trade that might not go to college are 
priorities for Curzio. As a 2015 graduate 
of Carmel high school, Curzio knows he 
has a unique insight into what students 

and teachers need. Knowing many of the 
teachers, he knows the great job they’re 
doing and the challenges they face.

Addressing the budget, Curzio said 
he thinks there’s been some “wasteful 
spending” and finds it feasible to keep 
taxes even or have a decrease of 1 percent 
or 2 percent. 

“Some people ask me what experience 
do I bring,” Curzio, an Iona College 
student, said. “I can tell you I don’t 
bring experience of tax increases, I don’t 
bring experience of wasteful spending 

and I don’t bring any experience in 
participating in a rift between the board 
and the teachers.”

Curzio hopes to be a bridge between 
students, teachers, and homeowners if 
elected, along with having a millennial 
perspective. 

As for the opt-out rate, Curzio said he 
would encourage parents and students to 
opt out of the tests because he thinks the 
state is using students as “guinea pigs.” In 
the end, it comes down to parental choice 
and respecting whatever decision is made. 

He would like control to go back to the 
teachers and individual school districts. 

“The Common Core I really think 
is a disaster,” he said. “I’m not against 
standards, but I want higher standards for 
students in the Carmel school district.”

Curzio wants to break the status quo 
currently over the board. 

“There are a lot of the same people in 
there and I really feel that it’s time for 
change,” he said. “I feel I have a lot to offer 
and bring to the school board.”

Putnam Valley:
Two incumbents are running again—

board president Jeanine Rufo and Ralph 
Smith—without a challenge. As for the 
budget, taxpayers can expect to see a 
decrease in the $47.9 million budget. The 
budget-to-budget decrease is .07 percent.

Haldane:
Three officeholders will run again, 

including board president Jennifer Daly, 

Margaret Clements, and appointed board 
member Laura Scanga-Hammond. The 
below the tax cap budget is $23.1 million, 
which is a .96 percent spending increase 
and .73 tax levy increase.

Garrison: 
Incumbent Derek DuBois will run 

again and newcomer Jill Corson Lake will 
also run unopposed. The budget s under 
the tax cap equaling $10.3 million

Harper said she sees a lot of positive 
things on the horizon for the district 
and would like to be part of that positive 
transition. She credited the board for 
doing a lot of good things, noting they 
put a lot of effort into getting the money 
Brewster deserves from the state and 
voicing dissatisfaction with Common 
Core. In terms of technology, Harper said 
the district has taken steps to improve in 
that area, but wants to see it pushed even 
further. 

Harper said she’d like to see 
service learning—having students fill 
community service hours—emphasized 
because of the different things students 
can contribute to the community and 
learn. 

Concerning opt-outs, Harper had 
her daughter take the state tests, noting 
it was good practice for her. But she 
understands some of the test controversy 
traces to teacher evaluations, in which 
Harper said it should only be one way to 
see how a teacher is performing. 

“I respect people who push who make 
a point and say we need to say that’s not 
the only way to implement Common 
Core, let’s step back and look at a broader 
view of that,” Harper said. 

Harper, who has a marketing and 
communication background, said she’s 
wants the board to be forward thinking. 

“I think my perspective will bring new 
ideas and new thinking,” Harper said. “I 
think we should always welcome that on 
a board and not have everybody think 
the same.”

Other Uncontested Races 
and Budgets in Putnam

Brewster School District Budget 
and School Board Candidates 

Carmel School District Budget and School Board Candidates

Immerse 
Yourself in  

Jewish Culture at
Reform Temple of Putnam Valley’s
IsraelFest & Religious School Open House

Celebrate the Culture of Israel  
through food, clothing, music and history

Saturday, May 14, 2016 • 11:30 am – 1:00 pm
Reform Temple of Putnam Valley

362 Church Road • Putnam Valley, NY 10579
For More Information Call  845-528-4774

Email: rabbis@rtpv.org        www.rtpv.org

RTPV Religious School – 
a Jewish discovery program for ages 8 to 13

Holiday Workshop for ages 3 to 7
• Individualized, self-paced Hebrew instruction
• Open exploration of Jewish ethics and values

• Jewish ritual and holiday celebrations
• Art and music integrated into curriculum
• School-age classes taught by our Rabbis

RTPV is a caring, diverse and inclusive Jewish congregation serving Putnam 
and Northern Westchester. The congregation is particularly sensitive to the var-
ied needs of members, including individuals raised in various Jewish traditions 
and interfaith families, and welcomes Jews from all backgrounds and lifestyles.

continued from page 6
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By David Propper
The Mahopac school district 

is proposing a budget decrease. 
Superintendent of Schools Dennis 
Creedon said the decrease is related 
to fiscal oversight by the board and 
Mahopac hiring a BOCES administrator 
who has in-depth knowledge of 
budgeting and finding savings. A mild 
winter and a lower pension contribution 
also helped lead to a decrease. Creedon 
noted more staff is going to be added, 
including an assistant principal at one 
of the elementary schools. The overall 
budget is $120.1 million. 

Six candidates are vying for three open 
seats.

Tilde Zimmerman - Incumbent
With the school district in a “very 

good place,” Tilde Zimmerman wants to 
continue the work that led it there with 
her second three-year term. Zimmerman 
noted Mahopac has proposed some of 
the lowest tax increases over the past 
ten years (there will be a decrease this 
year), filled crucial district positions with 
“true leaders and innovators,” and added 

staffing and curriculum. 
Involved in low and large-scale projects, 

Zimmerman is working with the middle 
school staff to get the planetarium in the 
building functional again and possibly 
incorporate it for other uses.  

“My priority is deliver what’s best for 
the kids,” Zimmerman said.

Zimmerman graduated from Mahopac 
schools and eventually came back to raise 
her own family here. She has a son in the 
district that participates in several extra-
curricular activities. If it’s important to 
him, Zimmerman makes it important to 
her so every child can have a similar good 
experience. 

When discussing the opt-out 
movement, Zimmerman said there 
should be certain standards students 
meet, but she felt the rollout of Common 

Core was poorly done. The board even 
passed a resolution against the amount of 
testing students face. 

However, Zimmerman said she is 
concerned by the high opt-out rates in 
Mahopac, where about 60 percent of 
students grade 3-8 didn’t take the tests. 
She said when parents approach her, she 
stresses the state tests won’t “make or 
break” their child’s academic career. She 
also fears the state education department 
might take steps that will hurt the school 
system and taxpayers. 

“I think we’re teaching our kids 
sometimes when situations get tough, 
you have to look for an out,” Zimmerman 
said.  

With so many candidates running, 
Zimmerman said the current record 
of the board should stand on its own. 
Leadership, perseverance, respect, 
trustworthiness and self-control are all 
traits Zimmerman said she holds. 

Other candidates, she said might 
have conflicting interests, noting some 
candidates have relatives that work in the 
district, which could affect the board’s 
functioning. 

“It’s very concerning to me that 
there could be conflict of interests,” 
Zimmerman said. “I would ask voters 
if they’ve gotten to know me and 
they believe I can be professional and 
persevere through many of the challenges 
in education and that more importantly I 
bring integrity to this process without a 
specific agenda.” 

Lucy Massafra - Incumbent
One of two incumbents in the race, 

Lucy Massafra believes the district has 
been heading in the “right direction.” 
Lower taxes have been imposed on 
residents, all while repairing school 
buildings and bringing technology up to 
date. 

“But, much more needs to be done such 
as expanding curriculum to allow for 
greater opportunities, while maintaining 
fiscal responsibility and meeting the 

needs of teachers and district staff,” she 
said. 

Massafra pointed to an actual decrease 
in taxes this year of -0.12 percent, which 
she said is “truly the first for Mahopac.” 
Safety in schools has also been improved, 
with security booths, a buzzer system, 
and ID checkpoints. 

And programs like SIDNE, which is a 
course for juniors that shows them the 
dangers of impaired driving, and the 
STEP College Narrative Essay Writing 
Course that is offered to juniors have 
helped students.

Massafra also supported the Smart 
Schools Bond Act that would give 
students better access to technology. 

When asked about the state tests and 
opt-out movement, Massafra said while 
the Common Core created standards 
for students and to help teachers with 
curriculum, it had no public input and 
was written by a small committee. She 
said children are “more than a test score 
and number.”

Massafra said going forward she wants 
to make sure technology continues to get 
implemented and that there are plenty 
of extra-curricular activities to keep 
students involved. 

A mother of three, Massafra know the 
daily challenges students face and wants 
to be part of the solution. 

“I do not believe in status quo and when 

making any decision, I always ask how 
does this benefit our students,” Massafra 
said. “How does this affect our teachers 
and taxpayers?  As a BOE member we are 
the student and taxpayer advocate.  Kids 
only have one chance and I want it to be a 
successful one.”

Patti DeMatteo
After moving to Mahopac to live in 

the same community as her son and his 
family, Patti DeMatteo said many of her 

Mahopac School District’s Budget and School Board Candidates

Patti DeMatteo

Tilde Zimmerman 

Lucy Massafra 

Families choose Soundview Prep because of its rigorous 
college preparatory curriculum, its strong music and art 

program, and its personalized learning community.

     

Soundview Prep... could be a life changer.

Soundview
Preparatory School

370 Underhill Avenue, Yorktown Heights, NY

Where your child will truly belong.

SPRING OPEN HOUSE: 
Sunday, May 15 • 1 - 3 pm

Call (914) 962-2780, ext. 112 or visit soundviewprep.org

continued on page 17
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Diane Gonzalez
Diane Gonzalez of Mahopac, died on 

Tuesday, May 3rd at the age of 72. She 
was born in New York City, the daughter 
of Leonard and Sylvia (Farber) Bolinger. 
Diane was an avid reader and loved to 
use her Apple iPad. She is survived by 
her husband Victor, her daughter Denise 
Talt, her brothers Robert and Leonard 
Sabatino, her sisters Janice Schwanzer, 
Gale Viserto, and Sherry Sadovia, and 
her grandchildren Christopher and 
Stephanie.

William Doug Fox
William Doug Fox, of Brewster, died on 

Tuesday, May 3, at Putnam Ridge Nursing 
Home. He was 78 years old. Mr. Fox was 

Letter to the Editor

Question: Must citizens of the State of 
New York and residents of Putnam County 
suffer in silence and frustration for four 
years without recourse to remove public 
officials who are egregiously in dereliction 
of their duties?  Must years elapse before 
the corrupt, the incompetent, the feckless 
and even criminal are removed? The 
answer is a resounding no.  

Sponsored by Senator Tony Avella and 
Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda, legislation 
that would empower residents of the 
State of New York to initiate by petition 
recall of such public officials, is currently 
weaving its way through the Senate and 
Assembly. Upon the submission of a 
petition by 15 percent of eligible voters, 
local officials can face recall.  Twenty-
nine states have adopted such recall 
legislation, however, New York State is 
not among them. Spurned by the recent 
convictions of Democratic Assemblyman 

Silver and Senate Republican leader, 
Skelos, ethics charges swirling around 
the Governor’s office and aides and 
Morehouse Commission Investigations, it 
is time for New York State to join the ranks 
of a majority of the states in adopting this 
legislation. And it is time for Putnam 
County residents to urge support and push 
for the quick adoption of this legislation.   

To prevent the initiation of frivolous 
charges, The Sepulveda legislation (A-
08682) enumerates the grounds for 
initiating such a recall petition: 

2. A recall petition must state clearly 
and factually the reason or reasons  for  the  
recall, which must be based on the elected 
official’s conduct during his or her term of 
office.  Permissible reasons  shall include: 
(a)  physical  or  mental  lack  of  fitness, 
or act of malfeasance or misconduct while 
in office; (b) violation of oath of office; (c) 
failure to perform duties prescribed by 

law; (d) willfully misused, converted, or 
misappropriated, without authority, public 
property or public funds entrusted to or 
associated with  the elective office to which 
the official has been elected or appointed; 
or  (e) a  finding of probable cause of ethics 
violation has been made by the New York 
state joint commission on public ethics  
or  any  municipal ethics commission, or 
New York state commission on judicial 
conduct.

In order to provide readers with the 
entirety of the Avella and Sepulveda recall 
legislation, which has been reported 
extensively in the New York Daily News, 
information is listed below.  The contacts for 
our local Albany representatives - Senator 
Terrence Murphy and Assemblyman Steve 
Katz are also included.

 
Senate Bill S942

Sen. Tony Avella -https://www.nysenate.

gov/senators/tony-avella/message
 

Assembly Bill A-08682  
Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda- 

SEPULVEDAL@ASSEMBLY.STATE.
NY.US

Sen. Terrence Murphy - murphy@
nysenate.gov

Assemblyman Steve Katz - katz@
nyassembly.gov

  
Lastly, if malfunctioning cars are 

recalled, why not malfunctioning public 
officials.

Ann Fanizzi
Carmel  
 

Putnam Residents Should Push for Adoption of Recall Legislation  
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Two Outstanding Putnam Volunteers Selected, Honored 
George D’Alessandro of Carmel and Gloria Troy of Mahopac are the County’s 2016 Outstanding Volunteers, according to County Executive MaryEllen Odell.  Each were 

accompanied to ceremonies in Albany by the Director of Senior Resources, Patricia Sheehy, where they will be recognized by the State Office for the Aging Acting Director, 
Greg Olsen, for the value to their communities at the Senior of the Year Recognition Event held on May 10,  at the The Egg, in the Hart Pavilion located in Albany, New York.

“Both Mr. D’Alessandro and Ms. Troy demonstrate on a daily basis how Putnam County Senior Citizens enrich the lives of others when they volunteer their time and skills,” 
declares Director Sheehy.

George D’Alessandro is an enthusiastic man who spreads his positive attitude everywhere he volunteers.  Since 2012, George has been a Senior Fitness Instructor for Putnam 
County Seniors volunteering his time several days a week at the Carmel and Mahopac Senior Friendship centers.  As a Senior Fitness Volunteer Instructor, George helps many 
people improve themselves physically and has shown seniors that fitness can be fun.  His classes are always full and the seniors feel that he makes a big difference in their lives.  
George has been volunteering his time since the 1950’s showing his commitment to making a difference in the lives of others.  Through the years, he has been a coach for many 
baseball and basketball teams.   George founded the Kent Day Camp and started many children’s programs such as the  gymnastic program, a kickball league, little league 
baseball, a softball league and flag football.  Beginning in the 1980’s and continuing until just a few years ago, George started and ran after school intramural sports programs 
for parochial schools and was a faculty consultant for the school newspaper.  George continues to write a sports column for local newspapers.

Gloria Troy has volunteered and served for many volunteer efforts.  Gloria has volunteered for many organizations.  Presently she volunteers at the William Koehler Senior 
Center in Mahopacand is the Activity Leader for the RSVP Sewing Group, a group that sews cancer pads for patients.  She also heads up the knitting group that knits baby hats 
and shawls for wheelchair patients.  At the center, she calls BINGO keeping the game lively for the seniors.   Gloria volunteers her time at the Mahopac Library continuing her 
knitting for babies and wheelchair patients.  As an RSVP Wellness Ambassador, she visits nursing homes. Gloria has been a bell ringer to help raise funds for the Salvation Army.  
As well, she has volunteered her time at the Eagle Eye II Thrift Store cataloging and selling items to raise funds for the Putnam Hospital.  Gloria has walked the RSVP Golden 
Mile to raise funds for the March of Dimes.  Gloria is also very compassionate towards her neighbors and keeps an eye out for them.  People say that Gloria is a person who 
works selflessly to help her community. We congratulate these two outstanding Seniors for the invaluable contributions to our community of Putnam County.
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Service your 
A/C before the         Heat,

Call Sclafani, we can’t be Beat!
Air Conditioning Start-ups, 

Repairs & Tune-ups
Licensed, insured and bonded!

Quality guaranteed!

845 628-1330
sclafanienergy.com

By Neal Rentz
It is a busy time of the year for 

Homestead Floral Designs in Cortlandt.
With spring taking bloom and Mother’s 

Day and annual National Administrative 
Professionals Day being celebrated 
recently, employees were working hard to 
fill flower orders.

Homestead Floral Designs, which 
opened in 1990, is co-owned by Putnam 
Valley residents Barbara and Curt 
Conklin. Curt said his family owned 
Curt’s Fruit and Vegetable (farm market) 
for many years, beginning in the 1950’s, 
at the site of what is now the Hollow 
Brook Golf Club. Curt said the former 
farm market was especially known for its 
tomatoes, corn and peaches. 

Because of high taxes, the family 
eventually sold Curt’s Fruit and Vegetable 
and purchased the site of its current 
business. 

“We call ourselves Homestead because 
this house is the homestead house of 
the farm,” Curt said, noting portions of 
his store date back as early as the 1740’s. 
“When we bought this property we said 
what are we going to do with this older 
section? We decided to open a flower 
shop. The larger section next door is 
where we have our produce and seasonal 
flower arrangements and plants.”

“We are probably the area’s largest 
volume flower shop,” Curt said. “We sell 
all different kinds of flowers. We have five 
flower designers.” 

One of the flower designers is Barbara 
Conklin. Arrangements are sold for a 
variety of occasions, including weddings, 
funerals, birthdays, and parties.

 “We deliver flowers from Pleasantville 
through all of northern Westchester,” Curt 
said, adding flowers are also delivered to 
such other areas as Putnam, Orange and 

Rockland counties, 
as well as West Point.

Flowers are not 
the only items sold at 
Homestead. “We sell 
a full line of locally 
grown produce,” Curt 
said. “We are not a 
grocery store. We are 
a farm market.” 

Produce is sold at 
Homestead from the 
end of May through 
Thanksgiving only. 
Some of the produce 
is grown at the 
Conklin family’s 
farm, currently 
located in Orange 
County.

Homestead sells 
various gift items, greeting cards, vases, 
candles and in the spring, garden supplies, 
hanging plants, annuals and other items 
in its seasonal garden center. 

The business is open every day of the 
year with the exception of New Year’s Day.  

Barbara said the key to the businesses’ 
success has been the perseverance of 
themselves and their employees. “We 
don’t give up,” she said. Curt said other 
keys include customer service and the 

quality of products being offered at his 
store.    

The couple stressed that a major part of 
their success over the years has come from 
the work of their employees, including 
some family members. 

“We have a really dedicated staff,” 
Barbara said, stressing she feels the 
employees and the owners of Homestead 
work as a team. “They all have their own 
special talents and gifts.”

One of those team members is Wayne 
Androvett, who said he been working in 
the florist industry since he was five. He 
runs the store’s Community Sponsored 
Agriculture program in which customers 
have a subscription to purchase a bushel 
basket full of produce every Thursday 
from mid-July through the end of 
October. 

Another key employee is Keith Dolan 
who “helps with all facets of the business,” 
Curt said. 

Barbara said it is a pleasure working 
with her husband, whom she married in 
1996. “I get to work every day with my 
best friend,” she said. 

Homestead Floral Designs LTD is located 
1062 Oregon Rd. in Cortlandt. For more 
information, call 914-736-0506 or 1-800-
406-8596.

Homestead Floral Designs LTD 
Cortlandt

Business 

of the Week

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO 
Putnam Valley residents Barbara and Curt Conklin are owners of  Homestead 
Floral Designs LTD in Cortlandt.
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Join the area’s largest healthcare system.
The world would be a very different place without nurses. Which is why 
the top nurses deserve a top healthcare system. We have positions open 
for nurse leadership roles and a variety of RN specialties, from ER and 
obstetrics, to ICU and NICU. Competitive pay, great benefi ts and exciting 
opportunities. To learn more and apply, visit healthquest.org/Careers.

 We’re hiring for the most 
 important job in the world:

NURSE.
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Across
1 Life’s partner
5 Yorktown medical supply business, 
_____ Mobility & Accessibilty
11 Mix
12 It rubs out
13 Show of hands, maybe
14 Engraver
15 Young ‘un
17 Breakfast grain
20 Agatha Christie novel poison
26 Plays
28 Kind of cap
29 “God is in the ___” or new Shrub Oak 
day spa
31 Caustic potash
32 Luau adornment
34 Rival of Athens
39 Final bio
43 Balloon filler
44 Tex-Mex offering
45 Conundrum
46 De novo
Down
1 Prune
2 Worker bee interest group
3 .001 inch, abbr.
4 Cotton seed pod
5 Squalid
6 Plate scrap
7 Anita Brookner’s “Hotel du ___”
8 ___ Wednesday
9 Name before married
10 Canadian hockey player Bobby __
16 Palm species

17 Eccentric
18 “___ we there yet?”
19 To make lace
21 Church alcove
22 Negative word
23 Harm
24 Rock Hudson’s co-star
25 “Able was I ___ …”
27 Yo-Yo, cellist
30 Neil Young song, “Ride my ____”
33 Whit
34 “Murder __ wrote”
35 Ballpoint, e.g.
36 Will Smith role
37 Tractor-trailer
38 Just one antacid?
40 Prohibition
41 Law and Order actor, with T
42 AAA assistance

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 19

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

The Village of Cold Spring is  
seeking a part-time treasurer 
for 21 hours per week. Responsible 

for oversight of all financial  
management including budget  

preparation, financial reporting,  
general ledger, payroll, accounts 

payable and tax collection. 
Preferred Qualifications: 

Solid accounting background, 
proficiency in Excel, organizational 
skills, prior municipal experience. 

Please send letter of interest and resume to 
Mayor Dave Merandy, 
Village of Cold Spring, 

85 Main Street, Cold Spring, 
NY 10516.

presents

July 9
Parkway field Pleasantville,  NY

9 hours of music on 3 stages
Tickets at                          or the box office

for info: pleasantvillemusicfestival.com
Tickets at                          or the box office

wild adriatic • Don Dilego   
side saddle • drew bordeaux

rainbow kitten surprise
and more to be announced!

PLUS THE CAPTAIN LAWRENCE BEER GARDEN

aztec two-step
annie minogue band

morning joe music

kt tunstall
The revivalists

the smithereens

     gusterwith
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If you’ve listened to the news lately, 
you might wonder what ever happened 
to people being kind to one another. 
Yet, you don’t have to look very far to 
see students and staff at Kent Primary 
School carrying out acts of kindness 
every day. To highlight and celebrate this, 
last month was designated as “Acts of 
Kindness Month” at the school. During 
this time, students who have been 
“caught” performing an act of kindness 
received special recognition.

Spearheading activities for the month 
is 4th grade teacher Dave Jensen. “The 
big idea is that acts of kindness inspire 
kindness in others and no act of kindness 
is ever wasted,” he explained. As part 
of the activities, during the morning 
announcements Mr. Jensen talks to 
children about what acts of kindness 
are. “It could be as simple as helping a 
classmate, eating lunch with someone 
new, or opening a door for someone,” he 
said. He reminds children that there are 
many ways to be kind, which in turn can 
make the world a better place. Children 
have been encouraged to perform one act 
of kindness each day.

To reinforce these messages, students 
who have been seen performing acts of 

kindness by a teacher or adults in the 
building have been recognized. Teachers 
and adults who witness an act of kindness 
are asked to place the student’s name, 
along with their teacher’s name and 
what the student did in the designated 
“Kindness Box” in the main office. Then 
Mr. Jensen and his class of enthusiastic 
“Kindness Elves” go to work.

Based on an idea from 3rd grader 
Cooper Tumm, the Kindness Elves 

created clay ornaments to give to students 
whose names appear in the Kindness 
Box. “We thought it would be nice to 
give these students a small token as a 
wonderful reminder of their good deeds,” 
Mr. Jensen said. 

To create the tokens, he purchased 
air-dry clay and other materials with the 
support of the KPS PTO. Then Mr. Jensen’s 
students went to work in the “Kindness 
Workshop” during recess time, molding 
the clay into flowers, butterflies, stars, 

animals, bells and hearts. These were 
decorated with markers. “The clay shape 
making was so much fun,” commented 
4th grader Kaylee Castaneda.  

The shapes were then sprayed with a 
finish that sealed in the color and helped 
keep the tokens from chipping. “We 
made over 400 tokens,” said Mr. Jensen. 
Students also created nametag cards that 
were attached to the tokens with string. 
“I was amazed at my students’ creativity 
and enthusiasm,” continued Mr. Jensen. 
“They gave up their recess time for this 
and put a great effort into the project. 
They did a fantastic job!”

Not only did students like creating the 
tokens, but they also thoroughly enjoy 
delivering them and seeing the joy on the 
recipient’s face. “It is fun to deliver them,” 
said 4th grader Eamonn Faccilonga.

“I feel good about it because kids are 
being kind,” said 4th grader Marina 
Cilento.

KPS Principal, Tarkan Ceng praised 
the effort and said, “As a building we have 
developed the tag line: “Inspire, Develop, 
Prepare. I believe this event covers them 
all. It is a proud moment when we can 
take the sincere thoughts of a child and 
have it take shape so that it supports our 
vision and mission building wide.”

Tom Thumb Campus- 1949 E Main St., Mohegan Lake, NY - Nancy Brophy Owner/Director

Summer 
Camp

914-528-5600

For Ages 
3-5 to 9 years old

Hours: 9 to 3
Choose your own days.

Before/After 
Camp Care Available

Operating Hours: 7am-6pm
2:15 or 3:15 dismissal programs available

914 528-5600

We are a school!

www.tomthumbpreschool.com

1/2 Day/Full Day  
Programs Available Helping to build Healthy Bodies and Strong Minds.

Directors: Teodora Cepoi-Olympic Silver Medalist
Sorin Cepoi-Twice Olympic Competitor

Tom Brophy-Club Manager

SUMMER CLASSES
Preschool, Recreational and Team Classes Available

www.dynamicgym.com
914-528-5437

School & Camp Guide
Kindness Elves Make Rounds at Kent Primary School

S
U

MMER CAM
P

S
U

MMER CAM
P

~ ~  Fun programs for students 12-15 years old ~ ~
To register for camp, visit www.pnwboces.org/tech. 

For more information, call 914-248-2220 / 914-248-2431. 
Discount of $10 per camp for payments received by May 2, 2016 

Pictured are (Left to Right):  Julia Marsich, Marina Cilento, Gio Solorzano, Ryan Aabel and Eamonn 
Faccilonga

Call 914-962-2780 ext. 325 
www.soundviewprep.org/summerprogram
370 Underhill Avenue, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

• For kids in grades 1 - 8 
• Weeks of August 15, 22, 29
• 9 am - 2 pm daily
• Attend ALL or any weeks! 
• Located on Soundview Prep’s campus

STEAM

STEAM is an acronym 
for Science, Technology, 

Engineering, the Arts 
and Mathematics.

Soundview
Summer STEAM

Enrichment Program

Soundview Summer STEAM
Where learning is crazy fun!

Oakwood Friends Hosts Spring Info Session
Oakwood Friends School will host its only spring information session on Wednesday, May 11, at 9:30 
a.m. Visitors meet at the Collins Library on the Oakwood Friends School campus, 22 Spackenkill Road, 
Poughkeepsie. The 1.5-hour program begins with an informal meet and greet with Chad Cianfrani, 
Head of  School, Anna Bertucci, Assistant Head for Academics and Student Life, and faculty. After an 
introduction by Bertucci, student guides take families on a tour to see the school in session.  This is a 
great opportunity to walk the school’s picturesque campus, and to meet Oakwood Friends’ students 
and teachers. At the conclusion of  the program, admissions staff  are available to informally discuss 
the admission and financial aid process. The session promises a more interactive event, showing 
rather than telling prospective students and their families about Oakwood Friends’ teaching methods, 
activities and difference. The May event will be the sole spring session.  The information sessions are 
only offered twice a year.
Oakwood Friends School, founded in 1796, is an independent, coeducational, college preparatory 
day and boarding school serving grades 6-12. Guided by Quaker values, Oakwood Friends educates 
and strengthens young people for lives of  conscience, compassion and accomplishment.  It fosters 
a community of  students and staff  in an atmosphere of  mutual respect and enrichment, sensitive to 
the world and its needs.
Those interested in attending are asked to register in advance.  For further information call (845) 
462-4200, extension 245.
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With all the talk about childhood 
obesity, it’s no wonder parents are 
desperate to instill a love of fitness in their 
kids. The last thing they want for their 
children is for them to become a statistic 
on poor health.

To combat this, the best lesson a parent 
can teach a child about fitness is that it 
can be fun. Make it a priority in your life, 
and your children will not only reap the 
benefits they will see the improvements it 
can make in their lives.

Bad eating habits and inactivity have 
become bigger problems, thanks to the 
advent of tablets, cell phones, texting and 
video games.

Whatever happened to the days when 
kids spent hours upon hours outdoors – 
riding bikes, playing tag or hide-and-seek 
– until they were so exhausted they were 
asleep before their heads even hit their 
pillows?

What’s missing in the daily routines for 
kids these days? Fun and socialization. 
A video game doesn’t compare to a 
game of soccer with neighborhood kids. 
When children participate in a game 
that involves other children and physical 
activity, they’re not only getting exercise, 
they’re picking up social cues, learning 
how to work with a team and building 

confidence and friendships.
The trick is to get children active and 

socializing at the earliest age possible. Seek 
out activities that you enjoy as a family 
and participate in together. Children can 
be exercising and not even realize it. It’s 
important that physical activity doesn’t 
become another item on their list of 
chores, like cleaning their rooms.

If the parent has fun and gets creative 
about activities, the child will have fun, 
too. Parents can create a contest. For 
example, see who can rake leaves faster 
or put on some music and have a dance 
party. Make walking the dog a family 
event and search for the prettiest leaves 
or rocks along the way. Anything that 
will engage the child will help her or him 
associate fitness with fun.

Another thing to remember is self-
acceptance. Teaching self-acceptance 
to children takes time and patience. As 
a parent, you have to be able to practice 
what you preach. Children learn best 
through example. If you are living a 
healthy lifestyle and focusing on the 
importance of exercise, children will 
follow your lead.

If you want your child to have a healthy 
body image, make sure to accept yourself 
as you are. Exercise is for fun and for 

your health. Parents should not put too 
much emphasis on image. What you don’t 
want is to set a child up for failure with 
unrealistic expectations.

Aside from health benefits and 
socialization, physical fitness can boost 
a child’s self-esteem. When children find 
something they enjoy, they are likely to 
continue and grow in the sport or activity. 
Encourage their devotion without 
pushing them. Not only will a child 
benefit physically, he or she will also thrive 
emotionally, socially and cognitively.

My Gym in Yorktown Heights has 
developed a program and facility devised 
to help children six weeks through 10 
years old develop physically, cognitively 
and emotionally. The facility offers 
structured, age-appropriate weekly classes 
that incorporate music, dance, relays, 
games, special rides, gymnastics, sports 
and more. Children have loads of fun as 
they gain strength, balance, coordination, 
agility and flexibility while developing 
social skills, confidence and self-esteem. 
State-of-the-art facilities, well-trained 
staff, award-winning class programs and 
excellent student-teacher ratios have 
earned My Gym the reputation as the best 
early learning program of its kind.

My Gym is now enrolling children 

for classes and summer camp. For more 
information or to schedule a free trial 
class, call 914-302-7705 or visit www.
mygym.com/yorktownheights.

School & Camp Guide
Instilling Love of Fitness Best Way to Make Children Love Exercise

101 Deacon Smith Hill Rd  Patterson, NY  12563

www.campherrlich.org

Register for 

1 to 10 Weeks

Before & After 

Care Available

Early Registration 
& Sibling Discounts

Convenient to all locations

10 Weeks of Fun!

June 27–Sept 2, 2016

8:45 am–4:30 pm

845-878-6662

Serving Children Ages 4 to 14

twitter.com/campherrlich facebook.com/campherrlich

advertising@
theexaminernews.com

Advertise in 
The Examiner. 
Call 864-0878 today!

get 
NOTICED!

Advertise in
The Putnam

Examiner
Call 914-864-0878 today!
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DAVID PROPPER PHOTO

Students from various high schools in Putnam County were honored 
by county legislators last week marking Youth Bureau High School 
Senior Recognition Day. The Youth Bureau allows young people to 
volunteer and help others in the community with various activities 
and programs. 
Legislator Roger Gross noted how impressive it is for seniors to 
volunteer as much as they have, considering how busy that final 
year of  high school is. Judge James Reitz said he always learns a 
lot from listening to students like the ones honored. 

Youth Leaders Honored by 
County Lawmakers

Healthcare That Revolves
Around You.

 caremountmedical.com

For more information, 
visit our website:

CareMount Medical is a service mark 
of CareMount Medical, PC.

Mount Kisco Medical Group has changed  
its name to CareMount Medical 
We are the same company and people you know. 
Founded in 1946, we are a community practice dedicated to  
bringing the best care to our patients close to home. Over the 
years, we’ve grown to have a regional presence and a national 
reputation for talent, technology, and quality medical care. 
Visit one of CareMount Medical’s 500 physicians and affiliated 
medical practitioners in more than 40 locations. 
Everything we do revolves around you.

Form a team, run, walk, or cheer  
in the fight against colorectal cancer. 

MANHATTANVILLE COLLEGE
PURCHASE, NY 

SUNDAY, MAY 22
events.coloncancerchallenge.org

T H E  T H I R T E E T H  A N N U A L  C O L O N  C A N C E R

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY Polymedco

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO

Selling Buddy Poppies has been a longtime tradition in Putnam County 
before Memorial Day and for another year, county officials encouraged 
residents to purchase them to remember those that fought and died 
in wars throughout generations. The proceeds are used to benefit 
disabled and needy veterans and their families. Veterans Affairs 
Director Karl Rohde also introduced “Soldier on the Shelf” that are 
toy soldiers that remind residents the sacrifices servicemen made. The 
hope is to boost attendance at Memorial Day services later this month.

Before Memorial Day, 
Buddy Poppies Spring Up
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born October 18, 1937 in Mt. Kisco, to 
the late John F. and Marie L. (Kilcoyne) 
Fox. He was a graduate of Brewster High 
School. He honorably served in the US 
Army as a Paratrooper. Doug married 
Edna G. Kellogg on May 1, 1965 at St. 
Lawrence O’Toole Church in Brewster. 
Mr. Fox was a driver with Brewster Transit 
Mix for 42 years before retiring in 2004. 
He was an active member of the Brewster 
Fire Department for over 50 years. He was 
an avid Jets fan and enjoyed hunting and 
fishing. Doug was a ‘glass half full kind 
of man’. In addition to his wife Edna of 
51 years, Doug is survived by four sons, 
Michael A. Fox of Brewster, Patrick J. 
Fox and his wife Judy of LaGrangeville, 
NY, Daniel J. Fox and his wife Mary of 
Brewster, NY, and Andrew C. Fox and his 
wife Jennifer of Sandy Hook, CT, and his 
7 grandchildren, Erin, Hayden, Natalie, 
Ian, Kaeley, Hannah and Avery. He was 
predeceased by his sister Janet Caniff in 
2010 and his brother John Gregory Fox in 
2002.

Paul Paddock
Paul Paddock of Patterson and New 

York City passed away on May 4, after 
a brief illness. He was 41 years old. Paul 
was born on June 2, 1974 in Carmel, to 
Pat (Trongone) Paddock and the late John 
R. Paddock Jr. He grew up in Putnam 
Lake. He played sports, enjoyed music 
but his real love was art. He graduated 

from Brewster High School in 1992 and 
received a Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree 
from School of Visual Arts in New York 
City in 1997. He also attended the Empire 
State Independent Studio Program in 
New York City from 2000-2001. Paul 
began his career in art as the visual 
manager at antique boutique in NYC. 
He went on to become a book designer 
for Avalon Publishing and later, a senior 
designer at Interview Magazine. Most 
recently he was doing freelance work for 
an architectural firm in NYC. Paul was an 
accomplished artist. In the past 19 years, 
his work has been shown in New York 
City, Wilmington, DE and Pittsburgh, PA. 
He has participated in Pulse New York 
and was a contributing artist at FreeArts 
NYC annual auction. His website is www.
paul-paddock.com. Paul was a member 
of Sacred Heart Church in Patterson. 
Besides his mother, he is survived by his 
longtime partner and fiancée Eleanor 
Duncan of New York City, his brother 
John and sister-in-law Melissa, his 
brother Joe and sister-in-law Dawn, and 
2 nieces Julia and Kyra, all of Patterson. 
He also leaves aunts, uncles, cousins and 
many loving friends. Paul was a kind and 
gentle man with a great sense of humor. 
He will be greatly missed.

Catherine R. Gutasy
Catherine R. Gutasy of Mahopac, and 

formerly of Putnam Valley, and Yonkers, 
died on Thursday May 5, at the age of 98. 

She was born in Yonkers on November 24, 
1917, the daughter of George and Anna 
Zylko Evanko. Catherine was a telephone 
operator with NY Telephone Co. prior to 
raising her family and worked later as a 
clerk at Northern Westchester Hospital 
in Mt. Kisco. She volunteered at Putnam 
Hospital Center in Carmel for 20 years. 
Catherine was a parishioner of St. John 
The Evangelist Church in Mahopac where 
she was a member of the Columbiettes. 
While in Yonkers she was a parishioner of 
Most Holy Trinity Church and a member 
of its Rosary-Altar Society. On June 20, 
1946 she married Albert J. Gutasy at St. 
Nicholas of Myra Church in Yonkers. Mr. 
Gutasy passed away on January 27, 1986. 
She is survived by her daughter, Mary 
Harney, her grandchildren, Albert and his 
wife Brandi, Ryan and his wife Margaret, 
Megan, Lauren and her husband 
Shawn DeMayo and Kristen. She is also 
survived by her 5 great grandchildren 
and her daughter-in-law Dianne. She was 
predeceased by her son Albert Jr. and her 
son-in-law, Raymond Harney.

Therese Mary
Therese Mary (nee Thomas) Carr, 87, 

of Mahopac, died peacefully at home 
on May 5th surrounded by her loving 
family. Terry was predeceased by her 
husband Joseph “Joe” Carr just a year 
ago. They were happily married for 66 
years, were never apart and now are 
together again. She was predeceased by 

her parents, Joseph and Julia Thomas, 
her brother Larry and her brother-in-law 
and his wife, Rody and Enis Carr, and 
her daughter-in-law Maureen Carr. Terry 
was an intelligent and engaging woman, 
who always maintained her great love of 
literature, art and music. She especially 
enjoyed lively discourse and intellectual 
debates with family and friends. After 
graduating from Roosevelt High School 
in Yonkers, where she participated in 
numerous activities, Terry attended the 
College of New Rochelle. Terry Married 
Joe on December 18, 1948 and together 
they celebrated 66 years of marriage, as 
committed and in love with each other 
as the day they were married. Terry 
was a devoted daughter, sister, mother, 
grandmother and great grandmother, 
who is remembered lovingly by her 
9 children: Mary Carr, Joe (Barbara) 
Carr, Karen Ames, Tom (Audrey) Carr, 
Anne Tascio, John (Patricia) Carr, Jean 
McMahon, Therese Sheehan and Kathy 
Carr; her 26 grandchildren and 35 great-
grandchildren, and her many nieces and 
nephews. Terry took special pleasure in 
being with her family and was always 
gracious and welcoming whenever they 
came to visit. Terry was a devout Catholic 
throughout her life, and was a member of 
St. John the Evangelist Church. Terry is 
also survived by her brother and his wife, 
Jerry and Lou Thomas, her sister-in-law 
Jane Thomas and her brother-in-law and 
his wife, Larry and Pat Carr.

Obituaries

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
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2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
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continued from page 1

 “The donation is made with strings 
attached to it,” LoBue said. 

In an interview, Legislator Barbara 
Scuccimarra said without the Ailes’ 
generous donation, there likely would 
be no senior center. She also called 
LoBue’s assertion that Ailes was holding 
the county hostage “ridiculous.”

“If she can find anyone else out there 
that can give half-million dollars, I’ll be 

hostage,” Scuccimarra said. 
During the meeting, Scuccimarra, 

who represents the district getting the 
new senior center, said the Ailes family 
has tried to donate the money for the 
past four years “and it’s about time we 
say thank you so much for what you’re 
doing for our community and our 
seniors.”

Legislator Kevin Wright, who 
abstained, said the new agreement 

voted on had no resemblance to 
the original plan presented to the 
legislature. Regarding the naming issue, 
Wright said the Ailes family history 
suggest they are “great benefactors” in 
the county and charitable world. 

“I seriously doubt there are any 
serious requirements for a name being 
stuck on a building,” Wright said. 

continued from page 4

After Donation, Law Changed to Place Ailes Name on Senior Center
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friends questioned why. 
“We had people say, ‘you’re moving 

to Mahopac,’” she said. “The perception 
of Mahopac from other neighboring 
communities is so negative and the 
Mahopac students and community 
deserve better than that.”

With much negative press about 
Mahopac in recent years, DeMatteo, a 
publisher, believes new people need to 
come in and change the core group that 
does things the “old way.” 

Though she knows the current board 
members are good people giving their 
time, DeMatteo believes the culture in 
Mahopac needs to be addressed. Too 
often, candidates only take one position 
rather than focusing on the entire scope 
of the school system, she said. She 
believes from the school chief down, staff 
needs to be role models for students and 
that morale needs to be at its highest for 
effective teaching. 

She’d also like to see students entering 
a new school be paired with a mentor, 
which would be empowering for both 
sides. Educating students to have high 
self-esteem is important, DeMatteo said. 

“The power of positive school culture,” 
DeMatteo said. “We need to make 
changes that are going to make people 
look at us a different way.”

As for the opt-out movement, 
DeMatteo said she agrees with parents 
opting their kids out and are against the 
test, stating not enough thought was put 
into it. Each child learns a different way, 
which clashes with standardized tests. 

DeMatteo said she wants to be 
involved in the school district since her 
two grandchildren attend. She knows her 
business skills, passion and commitment 
make her a strong candidate and with no 
family members employed by the district, 
it avoids any possible conflict of interests. 

“I’m a big believer that strong schools 
make strong communities,” DeMatteo 
said. “And also makes successful kids 
both socially and academically.” 

Michael Cazzari 
In a position where he can give back to 

the community, Michael Cazzari knows 
he can make an impact on the school 
board. With five children going through 
the district with different outlooks and 
capabilities, Cazzari is pleased with the 
education his children have received. 

“I’m very happy with the teachers and 
the administration and the staff,” he said, 
adding he has no complaints about the 
board. 

He said he’s running to use the skills 
he has from a 30-year career in police 
enforcement, now as chief of the Carmel 
Police Department, and bring that to the 
school system.

“Solving problems, working together,” 
Cazzari said. “Bringing that to the school 
and trying to make things better. I’m just 

trying to make it more efficient.” 
Cazzari has lived in Mahopac for 22 

years and with two children in college, 
two in high school, and one in middle 
school, Cazzari noted he has constant 
contact with people living in the district, 
giving him a  “unique insight and 
perspective” into local issues. Cazzari 
is living the same life as many of his 
residents, and can put himself in many 
residents’ shoes. 

Working with different stakeholders 
involved like possibly the town and 
county, Cazzari wants to have a five-year 
or ten-year plan for the district to make 
improvements for the next generation. 

“I live and I work here,” he said. “I see 
the same issues.”

As for state testing, Cazzari was 
troubled by how much time was being 
used to teach to tests and there are other 
skills for college and career that would be 
useful to focus on. 

Knowing and caring about the 
community, Cazzari knows it’s 
important for the district to work with 
the community “to find ways to be cost 
effective and provide a safe and successful 
learning environment.”

“If people choose to vote for me, they 
have to know I’m doing it for the right 
reasons,” he said. 

Ondina Colasuonno
Mahopac schools might be a “good 

school system,” but Ondina Colasuonno 
doesn’t believe good is enough and that’s 
why she’s running for the school board. 
Using her years in education and training 
as a social worker, public advocate, 
community member, and parent, 
Colasuonno wants to see Mahopac return 
to its Blue Ribbon status. 

When addressing the current board, 
Colasuonno said the board is comprised 
of competent people that care about the 
community, but “it is my belief from a 
quality improvement perspective even a 

good board can be made better.”
“It is our duty to afford our students 

the opportunity to reach their full 
intellectual, academic and social 
potential,” she said. “It is imperative 
that we create an environment that is 
conducive to attracting, cultivating and 
retaining the best educators to help our 
children succeed.”

As for state testing and the opt-out 
movement, Colasuonno said it’s up to 
each family to decide whether their child 
should take the controversial exams. 
Even though the tests were only used for 
“advisory” purposes, Colasuonno said 
the impact on the child remains the same. 

Colasuonno pointed to her community 
involvement and different career 
experiences as reasons she’d be a quality 
board member.

Colasuonno has two children in 
Mahopac high school. She has been a Girl 
Scout leader and silver award mentor. 

Professionally, she is the assistant 
director/quality manager at The Salvation 
Army HIV and Health Home Services. 
Colasuonno, a licensed social worker 
and certified field instructor to supervise 
social work students, worked for 
oppressed and underprivileged people 
for 21 years at The Salvation Army

“I have dedicated my professional 
career to serving to the needs of others 
and shaping and developing the students 
in my care,” she said. “These roles require 
a perseverance and dedication I intend to 
bring to the school board.”

Michael Mongon
A graduate of Mahopac high school, 

Michael Mongon believes he can be an 
impartial voice on the board now that 
all of his children are out of the district. 
Improving the environment of student 
learning and emphasizing more service-
based education are a couple of things 
Mongon would like to see in the district. 
With more time of his hand, he knows he 

can offer tangible things to the board. 
“We can create a better environment 

for the teachers, for the students, for the 
athletes,” Mongon said.

He’d also like to put a plan together to 
improve the athletic fields in the district, 
which Mongon, the owner of Sports Turf 
Management in New Jersey, believes are 
not suitable for student-athletes to play 
on. He helped rejuvenate one field in 
town already, which he noted the players 
took more pride in.  

When evaluating the board, he noted it 
took a while for them to hire a new school 
chief and that the rollout of technology 
could have been quicker. He wants the 
board to lead the way regionally and not 
trail. While budget constraints might 
stop progress to get students college and 
career ready, he would like to the board be 
more creative in offering new programs. 

Mongon also suggested holding a “boot 
camp” class for various stakeholders in 
the school community to teach them 
about the 21st century issues students 
face like social media and treating peers 
with respect 

“I think there are lot of challenges 
ahead of parents and I think it’d be nice 
to have a parent boot camp,” he said. “I 
think it would be nice to have sensitivity 
boot camp for kids toward kids with 
disability.” 

As for the opt-out movement, Mongon 
said the tests weren’t even made up by 
educators. While students should know 
how to take tests and learn from them, 
he’s not sure how useful the current 
exams are for students. 

Mongon vowed to have a fresh 
energy and would follow through on 
community-based initiatives. He wants 
residents from other towns to marvel at 
how beautiful the district and athletic 
fields are. 

“Like glue, I want to pull everything 
together,” Mongon said. 

Mahopac School District’s Budget and School Board Candidates
continued from page 9

Michael Mongon
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In most homes, it is said 
that the kitchen is the heart of 
the house. But I’ve been with 
buyers who seem to place as 
much importance, if not more, 
on the laundry room.  

Personally, I remember how 
surprised I was when I came 
across one of my first buyers 
who was definitely more 
interested in the laundry setup 
than any other feature in the 
homes we visited because, as 
she related, she washed clothes 
every day.

There’s a personal story I’m 
fond of telling about one of 
the ways my soon-to-be wife 
checked me out as a bachelor. 
She visited my apartment, and when she 
opened a drawer in my bedroom chest 
and found that my underwear were less 
than bright white, she asked, “Don’t you 
use bleach when you wash them?”  

I was never big on household chores as 
a single person, especially doing laundry. 
In fact, I just brought them to a service 
that did the job for me.

From the time we married, my wife 
never let me do a load of laundry. It isn’t 
that I’m an Italian prince or that I didn’t 
assume a lot of other chores around the 
house, but laundry and cooking were two 
of the big ones that my wife insisted upon 

taking on herself. So, I’ve never 
really cooked or dealt with a 
washer and dryer. Therefore, 
a laundry room wasn’t high 
on my list of priorities when 
we looked for a house. In 
retrospect, it should have been. 

When we found our dream 
home, a historic home, it 
featured a very large country 
kitchen with a washer/dryer 
alcove. Deciding that the 
washer/dryer space would 
better serve as her cookbook 
library and office, my wife 
banished the appliances to the 
dark recesses of the basement 
and chose for many years to 
make the two-flight trip from 

the second floor to get her whites whiter 
than white.  

Recently I came across a statistic I 
find hard to believe: Americans spend 
more time in the laundry room than in 
the bathroom. Certainly this would not 
apply to me, but the findings claim that 
on average, Americans spend eight hours 
a week collectively doing some 35 billion 
loads of laundry a year.  

In the past, laundry chores have 
been most frequently relegated to the 
basement, as in my family, but today, 
especially with new construction, the 
laundry room has evolved into an art of 

its own as consumers demand that it be 
as integrated into the life of a home as the 
kitchen.

It can even be in the bath or kitchen, 
but most often we find it in the upstairs 
hallway or doubling as a mudroom. A 
first-floor laundry room can serve as a 
command center of sorts near the family 
room where parents can keep track of 
kids while washing, drying or folding. On 
the second floor, stackable, quiet front-
loaders can fit neatly into a hall closet, 
steps from the bedrooms and bath.  

Because of its double or even triple duty 
potential, a laundry room remodel is a 
good investment in upgrading the value 
of a home. After the purchase of a washer 
and dryer, built-ins can be designed 
to accommodate cleaning suppliers, 
and shelving can be installed for other 
purposes. 

To facilitate dealing with clothes right 
away, it’s smart to have a table near the 
dryer for folding, a pull-out drying rack 
for hanging and a hidden ironing board 
as well, making the laundry room a one-
stop shop where all the laundry chores get 
done at once. 

In smaller homes, utilizing the laundry 
room for multiple purposes is a great 
space-saving technique. If it also has a 
utility sink, it is a great place to feed and 
bathe pets as well. It also easily transitions 
into a mudroom on the way to the garage 

or the outdoors, where there can be 
storage for extra shoes, sports equipment 
and winter clothing. 

When planning a laundry room from 
scratch, it’s always more cheerful to take 
advantage of natural light by converting 
a room with windows. As for decoration, 
rather than all white, which seems to 
be the easiest no-think choice for most 
laundry rooms, a more natural “water” 
theme of light green and pale blue might 
be considered.      

The favorite option I found, if I were 
to someday design a laundry room, is to 
incorporate entertainment equipment 
– radio and television – within the 
room, mainly as a diversionary/survival 
mechanism. But why attach a negative 
spin to it? As I write this on Mother’s Day, 
I remember fondly that my own mother 
loved keeping up with her laundry chores 
and especially liked doing her own 
ironing that kept her family looking so 
crisp and cared for.   

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

For Some the Laundry Room is the Heart of the House

By Salvatore Di Costanzo
I recently entered the world of 

beekeeping. When contemplating 
this new hobby, I obviously vetted my 
ideas with friends and family (not the 
neighbors).  Their responses were comical 
and in all cases, far from the truth.  Sitting 
down to write this piece I thought, this is 
no different than the practice of elder law.  
So many people come into my office with 
preconceived notions that for the most 
part, are largely false.  The following are 
examples of some fallacies.

“I Am Not Eligible for Medicaid Until I 
Spend All My Assets”

With the right approach, almost 
anyone can qualify for Medicaid.  In 
some cases, such as community Medicaid 
(homecare) or where there is a spouse, 
we can contemplate transferring assets.  
In nursing home cases where there is 
no spouse or advanced planning, we 
can implement planning to save some 
of the assets while also qualifying for 
Medicaid.  Moreover, Medicaid exempts 
certain assets.  For instance, an IRA is 
an exempt resource if you are receiving 
your required minimum distributions.  
Finally, there are ways to preserve one’s 
income as part of the Medicaid eligibility 
process.
“I’m Not Elderly or I Waited Too Long”

Both statements are hogwash!  

Anything can happen to any of us at any 
time.  There are no warning signs telling 
you now is the time to plan.  Everyone 
should have a properly drafted power 
of attorney and statutory gifts rider at 
a minimum.  Young individuals with 
minor children should have a Last Will 
and Testament to provide for those minor 
children.  For those who think the ship 
has already sailed, they are some of my 
best cases.  In most instances, these cases 
present themselves as nursing home crisis 
scenarios.  You should be aware that even 

at the last minute, we can implement 
planning that can save a portion of 
someone’s assets while also achieving 
Medicaid eligibility in a nursing home.
“I Thought I Could Gift $14,000 Each 
Year”

A common misconception is that you 
are allowed to gift $14,000 each year 
without incurring a penalty for Medicaid 
eligibility purposes.  This is incorrect.  
In 2016, the annual gift tax exclusion 
for federal gift tax purposes is $14,000.  
However, federal tax law has nothing to 
do with Medicaid eligibility rules.  If you 
are gifting $14,000 each year, those gifts 
will be evaluated for Medicaid eligibility 
purposes.  It is also important to note that 
the annual gift tax exclusion only matters 
if your estate is greater than $5,450,000 
since you can gift this amount free of gift 
tax in 2016.
“I Thought There Was a 5-Year Look Back 
Period”

There is – but it doesn’t apply in all 
situations.  Transfers to spouses are 
not subject to the look back.  Likewise, 
transfers made to qualify for community 
Medicaid are also not subject to the 
look back.  Finally, the law allows for 
certain types of exempt transfers such as 
transfers of the homestead to a caretaker 
child or transfers to disabled children. 
“My Financial Accounts Are Joint - So I 

Don’t Need a Power of Attorney”
Depending on the bank, simply being 

a joint owner of someone’s account will 
not allow a joint owner to withdraw and 
transfer the balance of the account for 
Medicaid planning purposes.  Where 
there is a joint brokerage account, most, 
if not all, brokerage firms will require 
the signature of both owners which 
cannot be obtained if one has diminished 
capacity. 

As a novice beekeeper, I did my 
research and aligned myself with 
someone experienced in the hobby.  You 
should also consider aligning yourself 
with an elder law attorney who can give 
you the facts or you may not get any 
honey.  Please contact us at 914-925-
1010 or by e-mail at smd@mfd-law.com.  
You may also visit our website at www.
plantodayfortomorrow.com.

Law Book: Don’t Believe Anything That You Hear

Salvatore Di Costanzo

 ‘There are no warning 
signs telling you now 
is the time to plan.  

Everyone should have a 
properly drafted power 

of attorney and statutory 
gifts rider at a minimum.’  
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Monday’s 
Artists’ Drop-In at Reed Library 

Mondays 12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m.  Artists are 
invited to drop-in to the library with their 
pencils, pads and paints for a creative 
afternoon.  This session will provide 
camaraderie but not instruction. 
Tuesday’s 

Open Computer Help:  Patterson 
Library, 1167 Rte. 311 Patterson.  Do 
you have computer questions? Then 
check out Patterson Library’s weekly 
computer help sessions! Sessions will be 
held every other Tuesday, at their new 
time, from 1:30 p.m.-3 p.m. and every 
other Thursday from 6 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 
An instructor will be available to answer 
any computer question you may have 
and no appointment is necessary! Dates 
and times are subject to change. For 
more information, visit us online at www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click on calendar 
or call 845-878-6121 x10. Free program.
Tuesday, May 10 

Lake Carmel Fire Dept. Ladies 
Auxiliary Monthly Meeting:  Meetings 
are  the 2nd Tuesday of every month 
at 8 p.m. @ the fire dept.  Form new 
friendships, aid and assist in fire dept. 
fundraising and events.  Come join our 
family.  for more info. Call 845-225-3730 
or www.lcfd.com/la.
Wednesday, May 11

Coloring Event for Teens also May, 

25.  The new craze of coloring isn’t just for 
adults! The Kent Public Library is hosting 
two coloring events for Teens.  4 p.m.-5:30 
p.m. and get creative. We’ll provide the 
coloring sheets and the colored pencils.  
No registration is required. The library is 
located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes.  

The Putnam County Marine Corps 
League will hold its monthly meeting at 
the Carmel VFW Hall, 36 Gleneida Ave. 
(Rte.52) Carmel.  1930.  Elected officers 
will be sworn in.  Good food and an open 
bar to follow.  Meetings are always held 
on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 
the VFW Hall. Always looking for new 
members. If you are a U.S. Marine or FMF 
Corpsmen Veteran, Reservist or on Active 
Duty, we welcome you as a Brother.View 
us at www.putnammcl.com

Open House Celebration:  5-year 
anniversary in our Brewster office and 
we are excited to host an open house to 
say thank you to our clients, friends and 
our community.  Stop by the office to 
celebrate 3 p.m. and 6 p.m.  Appetizers 
and refreshments will be served.  Contact 
Bill Flash, Financial Advisor, or Beth 
Murtha, Branch Office Administrator, 
for more information.  Edward Jones, 20 
Milltown Road, Brewster.   Phone:  845-
278-1634   Email: bill.flash@edwardjones.
com

Michael Zeilnhofer presents Venus 
at Kent Library.  6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 

to present Venus.  The planet Venus is 
considered Earth’s sister, but these two 
planets could not be more different. 
Venus is by far the most hostile 
terrestrial planet in our solar system. This 
presentation will explore the atmosphere, 
surface, temperature, orbital patterns, 
and formation of this hostile planet. 
This program is for those 10 and up. 
Registration is required. Space is limited.  
You may register for the program by going 
to www.kentlibrary.org or calling the 
Kent Public Library at 845-225-8585.  The 
library is located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, 
Kent Lakes.

A Very Intimate Acoustic Evening 
with Pat Benatar & Neil Giraldo.  8 p.m.   
A four-time Grammy winner, Pat Benatar 
is a classically trained mezzo-soprano. 
Her hits continue to be as unforgettable 
now as they were at the dawn of MTV, 
when Pat emerged, fearless, fighting and 
forging a path for other female rock stars 
around the world.  Neil “Spyder” James 
Giraldo has been a professional musician, 
producer, arranger and songwriter for 
over four decades now, changing the 
face of the pop charts throughout the 
1980s with his collaborator, muse and 
wife, Pat Benatar. Come see these legends 
LIVE at the Paramount Hudson Valley 
Theater.  Paramount Hudson Valley 
Box Office P: (914) 739-0039, Option 
#2 from Main Menu.  E: boxoffice@
paramounthudsonvalley.com
Thursday, May 12 

Oh, My Aching Knees! FREE 
SEMINAR:  6 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  Northern 
Westchester Hospital - 400 East Main 
Street, Mt. Kisco.  Register at www.
nwhconnect.org/2016navio or call 914-
666-1383 Introducing Robotics-Assisted 
Relief using the NAVIO™ Surgical System.
There are now advanced robotics-assisted 
options for treating knee pain ‐ options 
that can get you back to your life. Join 
us to learn about non-operative and 
surgical treatment options, and find out 
if robotics‐assisted relief is right for you. 
Presenters include: Dr. Victor Khabie, 
Dr. Evan Karas, and Dr. Eric Grossman. 
Address your knee pain at this free 
seminar.  

School Budget Presentation:  The 
Hamlet of Carmel Civic Association will 
host a presentation of the 2016-2017 
School Budget for the Carmel Central 
School District.  Starting at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Carmel Firehouse, 94 Gleneida 
Avenue, Carmel.   Representatives of the 
Carmel Central School District will be on 
hand to present the finalized budget for 
the next school year and will entertain 
questions from the audience. Voting on 
the budget is scheduled for Tuesday, May 
17, so this is an opportunity to become 
informed ahead of time. The general 
public is encouraged to attend and 
participate in the discussion. For more 

information about the Hamlet of Carmel 
Civic Association, visit their website at 
www.carmelcivicassoc.org

Redefining Mental Health: 
Perspectives on Wellness and Recovery:  
Putnam residents can join mental 
health providers and other community 
organizations for the Mental Health 
Recovery.  9:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. at the 
Putnam County Golf Course.   For a list 
of mental health resources in Putnam 
County, visit the Putnam County Cares 
app www.putnamcountycares.com/
speak and in the menu on the right, 
click on “Resource List.”  For more 
information, please visit the website 
at www.putnamcountyny.com; or the 
social media sites on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/putnamhealth  and Twitter 
@PutnamHealthNY.
Friday, May 13

Broadway’s Original “Horton” Helps 
Seven Star School Student  Follow in his 
Footsteps. May 13 at 6:30pm and May 
14 at 3 p.m. at the Brewster High School 
Performing Arts Center 50 Foggintown 
Road in Brewster. For more information 
or to purchase tickets, visit Seven Star 
School of Performing Arts at www.
SevenStarSchool.com or call 845.278.0728

Summer Theater Experience Auditions:  
5:30 p.m. Come audition for the 2016 
play, High School Musical Junior! This 
registration is lottery style. Anyone can 
register if entering grades 3 and up as 
of September 2016. Children will then 
be notified if they are on the audition 
list or offered the chorus. Limited play 
spots available. To register by phone 
call Miss Jenn at 845-878-6121 ext 13 or 
Miss Kathleen at 845-878-6121 ext 18. 
Registration required.
Saturday, May 14

Putting Caner on Ice Fundraiser: 
Brewster Ice arena. 7: 30 p.m.- 9 p.m. 
10 per skater. Proceeds all for American 
Cancer society. This year’s skating session 
is in memory of Sean Callahan.  

Master Gardener Plant Sale:   8:30 a.m. 
– noon.  The Master Gardener Plant Sale 
features heirloom and hybrid vegetable 
selected by Master Gardeners for Putnam 
County gardens.  Plant sale will be held 
rain or shine!  Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Putnam County, Terravest 
Corporate Park. 1 Geneva Road.  Brewster.  

Children’s Expo & Public Safety Day:  
County Executive MaryEllen Odell is 
once again pleased to invite Putnam 
County residents to the Children’s Expo & 
Public Safety Day.   11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  at the 
County’s TOPS (Training and Operations) 
building on the Donald B. Smith Campus, 
112 Old Route 6 in Carmel. Admission is 
free.  This year’s event will also include 
Home Depot’s free Kids Workshops.  In 
addition there are games, a giant bouncy 
house, face-painting, raffles, food and lots 
of free giveaways!

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com

Crossword Answers
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ADOPTION
Absolute Love: Married, financially se-
cure couple ready to adopt newborn. Ex-
penses Paid. Stable & safe home. Endless 
opportunities! Call: 888-505-3696. Text: 
929-267-2866.www.isaacandpiaadopt.
com

Professional African American couple 
truly want to adopt. Great relatives, active 
lifestyle, huge hearts, adventurous, loving. 
Confidential, allowed expenses paid. Ke-
cia and Devon. 1-866-932-5603

High energy, passionate, African Ameri-
can hope-to-be parent really wants to 
adopt. Lets meet and work together. Le-
gally allowed expenses paid. Monroe. 
1-800-398-9614.

AUCTIONS
SULLIVAN COUNTY REAL PROPER-
TY TAX FORECLOSURE AUCTION. 
400+/- Properties June 8+9 @ 10AM. 
ìRamada Rock Hillî, Route 17, Exit 109. 
800-243-0061 AAR, Inc. & HAR, Inc. 
Brochure: www.NYSAuctions.com

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

FOR RENT
ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT FOR 
RENT: Newly renovated in two family 
house. One mile from Croton train sta-
tion. For further information call (914) 
737-1063 on Tuesday or Thursday be-
tween 10:00 AM and 2:00 PM.

HEALTH
IF YOU HAD HIP OR KNEE RE-
PLACEMENT SURGERY AN SUF-
FERED AN INFECTION between 2010 
and the present time, you may be entitled 
to compensation. Call Attorney Charles  

H. Johnson 1-800-535-5727

HELP WANTED
HAIR STYLIST/COLORISTS WANT-
ED - White Plains Salon And Spa - Li-
censed With 3 Years Experience. Call 
914-761-9292 To Schedule Interview 
With Claver

MECHANIC WANTED - Cortlandt 
Manor area. Full/Part Time.  Inspection 
licence a must. CALL (914) 737-1063

PART TIME CASHIER - Will train.  Ap-
ply in person. BP Gas Station, 2071 East 
Main Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY.

KENT PUBLIC LIBRARY SEEKS A 
PART-TIME SUMMER LIBRARY 
PAGE, $9.25 PER HOUR, 25 hours a 
week.  Must be dependable, friendly, en-
thusiastic and willing to help with a va-
riety of library tasks. Email resume to 
cdonick@kentlibrary.org and include 
“Summer Page” in the title.

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF ANNUAL PUBLIC HEAR-
ING ON BUDGET, ANNUAL MEET-
ING, SCHOOL DISTRICT ELECTION, 
LIBRARY ELECTION AND VOTE NO-
TICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board 
of Education of the Chappaqua Central 
School District, Westchester County, 
New York will hold a Public Hearing on 
theBudget at the Commons at the Hor-
ace Greeley High School, Chappaqua, 
New York, on Wednesday, May 4, 2016 at 
7:30 p.m., for the purpose of presenting 
the budget document for the 2016-2017 
school year.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that a 
copy of the statement of the amount of 
money which will be required for School
District purposes during the 2016-2017 
school year (the Budget), including the 
tax exemption reporting form, exclusive 
of public moneys, may be obtained by any
resident of the District during business 
hours, effective April 14, 2016, except Sat-
urday, Sunday or holidays, at each of the
District’s school houses and the Adminis-
trative Offices.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that 
the Annual District Meeting, Election of 
Members of the Board of Education and
Library Trustees and Vote on the School
District and Library budgets, will be held
on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at the Gymna-
sium of the Horace Greeley High School, 
Chappaqua, New York, between the hours
of 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m., prevailing 
time, when the polls will be open for the 
purpose of voting by voting machine:
A. To elect two (2) members to the Board
of Education, 3-year terms each, com-
mencing July 1, 2016 and expiring on June
30, 2019.
B. To vote upon the appropriation of the
necessary funds to meet the estimated ex-
penditures for School District purposes
for the 2016-2017 School year (the Bud-
get).
C. To vote upon the appropriation of the
necessary funds for the 2016-2017 fiscal
year of the Chappaqua Central School 
District Public Library (the Library Bud-
get).
D. To elect one (1) member to the Board
of Trustees of the Chappaqua Central
School District Public Library, 5-year
term, commencing July 1, 2016 and expir-
ing June 30, 2021 and one (1) member for
a term effective upon taking the oath of
office and expiring on June 30, 2017.
E. To vote on any other proposition legally
proposed.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that pe-
titions for nominating candidates for the
office of member of the Board of Educ 
tion and office of Library Trustee must
be filed with the District Clerk by no later 
than 5:00 p.m. on Monday, April 18, 2016. 
Vacancies on the Board of Education and 
Library Board are not considered separate, 
specific offices; candidates run at large. 
Nominating petitions must be signed by 
at least twenty-five qualified voters of the 
District, shall state the
residence address of each signer and the
name and residence of the candidate. Peti-
tion forms may be obtained from the Dis-
trict Clerk on weekdays when school is 
in session, during regular business hours, 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at her office at the 
District’s Education Center, 66 Roaring 
Brook Road, Chappaqua, New York.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that 
registration of voters is required pursu-
ant to Section 2014 of the Education Law. 
If a voter has registered to vote with the 
School District and has voted at an An-

nual or Special School District meeting 
within the last four calendar years, (after
January 1, 2012) s/he is eligible to vote at
this Election and Vote. If a voter is cur-
rently registered to vote with the West-
chester County Board of Elections, s/he
is also eligible to vote in this Election and
Vote. All other persons who wish to vote
must register. Registration may be done
on any business day at the Office of the
District Clerk, during business hours, at
the Education Center at 66 Roaring Brook 
Road, Chappaqua, up to May 12, 2016,  
five (5) days prior to the election and vote.
Any person possessing all of the following
quali cations may register to vote:
1. Is a citizen of the United States; and
2. Is eighteen years of age or older; and
3. Has resided in the School District for a
period of thirty days immediately preced-
ing the day of the Election and Vote.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that the
register of voters so prepared shall be  led
in the O ce of the School District Clerk
and shall be open for inspection by any
quali ed voter of the District between the
hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., prevail-
ing time, beginning May 12, 2016, except
Sunday. Said register will be open for in-
spection at the polling place on the date of
the election and vote.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that, ap-
plications for absentee ballots for the An-
nual Meeting, School District Election 
and Vote may be obtained at the Office of
the School District Clerk.  A completed
application must be received by the Dis-
trict Clerk at least seven (7) days prior to
the election if the ballot is to be mailed to
the voter or the day before the election, 
if the ballot will be picked up personally 
by the voter. Absentee ballots must be re-
ceived by the District Clerk by no later 
than 5:00 p.m., prevailing time, on May 
17, 2016.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that the
Board of Registration shall meet at Horace
Greeley High School on Tuesday, May 17,
2016, during the hours of voting as afore-
said for the purpose of preparing a register
of quali ed voters for meetings to be held 
subsequent to such election and vote.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that a list
of all persons to whom absentee ballots
shall have been issued will be available for
inspection by quali ed voters of the district
in the said O ce of the District Clerk dur-
ing regular o ce hours, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., prevailing time, until the day of the 
Annual Meeting, Election and Vote. Any 
qualifed voter may  le a written challenge 
of the quali cations of a voter whose name 
appears on such list, stating the reasons 
for the challenge.
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the School District Clerk is hereby 
authorized to amend the Notice of the 
Public Hearing on the Budget, Annual 
Meeting, Election and Vote, from time to
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49

On a chilly day for baseball with temps hovering in the mid-40s last Thursday in Brewster, Bears 2B Jack Dempsey settles in to turn a double play while Yorktown 1B Tanner Dyslin slides in at 2B for the Huskers, 
who overcame a 4-2 deficit and worked a 6-4 victory to sweep the Bears in a pair of  league games, including a 2-1 triumph earlier in the week... see Baseball Notebook
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Jack 
Frosted!

Yorktown Nips Brewster in 7th
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Yorktown Struts 2nd Half Stuff in Murphy Cup Win
Huskers Outscore Lakeland/Panas 10-2 in 2nd Half, Improve to 24-3 in Cup Games
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

It’s hard to envision a scenario in 
lacrosse where a particular faceoff 
man wins 17 of 19 draws -- like 
Lakeland/Panas D Nick Vazquez 
did last Saturday – but his team 
still loses by seven goals. For that to 
happen, the opposition’s defense has 
to be stout and sturdy, just like the 
one at Yorktown High. Featuring 
poles Brett Makar, Joe Brancato, 
Tyler Makar and Jose Beyer, plus G 
Liam Donnelly, the Husker defense 
was every bit as good as advertised 
in the second half. 

And so it went, over and over: 
Lakeland/Panas secured possession 
after a Vazquez win off the draw; 
they generally ended up with a 
decent look; but got stripped by 
aggressive poles or were stoned 
time and time again by senior G Donnelly 
(15 saves), who led Coach Dave Marr’s 
Class B Huskers (10-5) to a 13-6 Murphy 

Cup triumph over the Class A host Rebels 
(14-2).

“Down one at half we knew we had 
some work to do to bring the Murph Cup 
home with us,” said Donnelly, the only 
five-year veteran in Yorktown history to 
win five Murphy Cup games. “As a family 
and a team we knew what we had to do to 
bring home the cup and this is awesome. 
Everyone dug deep and gave their best 
effort. My defense did a great job of giving 
me good looks to stop the ball and I’m 
really proud of them.”

Trailing 4-3 at the half, state-ranked 
(No.13) Yorktown outscored state-ranked 
(No.11) Lakeland/Panas 10-2 in the second 
half to claim the Murphy Cup for the 24th 

time in 27 years; the game played in honor 
of Charlie Murphy, the deceased founder 
and Godfather of Yorktown lax, home of 
the 38-time sectional champions.

“This is more than just any game to our 
team, it’s the Murphy Cup,” Husker junior 
M Dom Cioffi said of the coveted, restored 
trophy. “We had a rough first half and we 
knew we had to come out strong in the 
second half, and my teammates found me 
so I just stuck my shots. This is bigger than 
us and we had to show what Yorktown 

lacrosse is all about. Give our defense a lot 
of credit, it’s a little annoying going against 
them every day in practice, but everything 
pays off… it just pays off.”

The Embury twins of Yorktown, 
Hunter and Jamison, a pair of shifty 
sophomores with a ton of promise, 
led the way with a combined 10 
points. Hunter notched a game-
high five assists while Jamison 
went for two goals and three assists 
and upped his team-high total to 
39 points (12G, 27A). Junior Kyle 
Casey (4G, 1A), and Cioffi (3G, 
2A) were two more Huskers with 
a sterling five-point effort. Junior 
sniper Justin Cavallo added a hat 
trick, adding to his team-28 goals 
on the year, to go with a team-
best 39 points. Steven Veteri gave 
Yorktown its first lead, 5-4, 
early in the third.

“They were good but 
we just had to come out at 
halftime and play with fire 
and that’s what we did,” 
said Cavallo, a strong All-
American candidate. “We 
just needed to come out with 
more energy in the second 
half and we did and we got 

the victory we wanted. Our defense 
was awesome in the second half. 
This means everything to us and 
we’ll just move on from here.”

Lakeland/Panas took a quick 2-0 
lead on a pair of Jojo Janavey tallies, 
but he would not be heard from 
again as the Huskers took note of the 
sophomore with a nose for net. Rebel 
senior Kevin Prunty had two goals 
and an assist before he got rocked 
in the fourth quarter on a high hit 

that resulted in a penalty the Rebels failed 
to take advantage of (Yorktown’s stingy 
man-down unit did not allow a goal all 
game). Yorktown’s halftime adjustments, 
including a switch in defensive schema, 
threw the Rebels for a loop.

“We played a good three quarters but 
when they went to that zone in the second 
half it threw our kids off a bit,” Coach 
Lindsay said. “We’re a team that needs to 
play fast and when they slowed that game 
down a bit we made a lot of mental errors, 
a lot of turnovers. They turned it up a 
notch on the defensive side of the field and 
(Donnelly) was enormous in the game. We 
had a number of good looks he didn’t let us 
finish. That gets frustrating, and we didn’t 
shoot the ball well in the fourth quarter 
either. Then, we had a couple of defensive 
breakdowns in the fourth as we pressed 
and tried to get the ball back. I’m happy 
with the effort against a really good team. 
We just didn’t play our best lacrosse in the 
second half.

“This is probably the hardest working 
team I’ve ever coached,” Lindsay added. 
“Credit them for that. They’ve worked hard 
to get where we’re at. They are not going 
to be happy about this. We thought we 
had a really good shot coming in to this, 
but Yorktown played a great second half, 
credit to them. This will help us get ready 
for sectionals.”

Yorktown, which overcame a sluggish 
start and remained unbeaten against 
Section 1 foes this season, including last 
Tuesday’s 8-6 league-title clinching win 
over Fox Lane, was set to do the same as 
the Huskers embark upon a sixth-straight 
sectional title. After holding the high-
scoring Rebels to a season-low six goals, 
and the Foxes to just six, the Huskers have 
essentially locked up two of the more 

Huskers swarm the coveted Murphy Cup after securing 13-6 win over Rebels.

Yorktown’s Tyler Makar lays wood on Rebel Chris Conti in Huskers’ 13-6 Murphy Cup win over L-P.

Yorktown soph Jamison Embry celebrates one of  five 
points he would put up in Murphy Cup win.
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explosive attacks in the section (L/P came 
in averaging a section-best 13.3 GPG). 

“I wasn’t really happy at the half,” Coach 
Marr quipped. “But they got the message 
I was trying to get across. The defense 
played very well and Liam made some 
disheartening saves on them. That gave us 
a big lift and then offensively we started 
moving the ball better and started canning 
our shots.

“It’s an understatement to call this a big 
game, it’s the biggest game of the year,” Marr 
added. “There’s a lot of pressure, which is 
good, I think. We get a chance to see and 
feel a playoff atmosphere and play for the 
honor of Mr. Murph. The team responded 
in the Murph Cup and that’s a good sign for 
us with the playoffs coming up.”

Yorktown short-stick D-middie Ryan 
Curran gobbled up a team-high five ground 

balls to ignite the transition 
game whenever the Huskers 
seemed stuck in neutral.
NWE/Putnam Fab Five Poll

No.1 YORKTOWN – Coach 
Marr’s Class B Huskers (10-
5), ranked No.13 in NYS, are 
beginning to hit their stride 
offensively, which pretty much 
spells doom for the Class B 
contenders standing before 
them.

No.2 LAKELAND/PANAS 
– Coach Lindsay’s Class A 
Rebels (14-2), ranked No.11 in 
NYS and a likely No.1 seed, are 
potentially on a collision course 
with Mahopac (quarters), 
Mamo’ (semis), Foxes (finals). 
That is one tough road to hoe.

No.3 SOMERS – Coach 
DeGregorio’s Class B Tuskers 
(9-5) appear to be a 4-5 seed, which puts 
them on the verge of 
a potential semifinal 
matchup with No.1 
Yorktown. Fright-filled, 
bounce-back wins over 
Arlington (11-9 score) 
and Brewster (8-7) 
did little to convince 
us the Tuskers are a 
serious threat to the 
Huskers, but the pride 
of the programs rests in 
Somers’ ability to reach 
the semis.

No.4 MAHOPAC 
– The Coach 
Mohammed/Tanzi-
led Class A Indians 
(7-7) were showing 
signs of flipping the 
proverbial switch but a 
two-goal loss to Class 
C Bronxville is tough 

to swallow if the Indians truly expect to 
contend with the big boys in Class A. If any 

team in Section 1 can bust up a bracket, 
though, it’s these tried and tested Indians; 
they have the horses to make a run.

No. 5 HEN HUD – Coach Solly’s Class 
C Sailors (9-6) had a chance to show 
they belonged among the serious Class C 
contenders last week, but they got gonged 
at Mahopac (14-8) and lost to a sub-par 
Arlington squad by a goal. A potential 
8-9 seed, the Sailors are looking at No.1 
Briarcliff in the quarters, and up until last 
season we’d say the Sailors were a shoe-in, 
but these here state-ranked (No.4) Bears 
ain’t your momma’s Bears (13-1) no more. 
Still, they can be had.

HM BREWSTER – Coach Honey’s Class 
B Bears (6-8) owned the face-off situation 
on senior night in Putnam Valley and hung 
a 10-6 loss on the Tigers and snap a four-
game skid against the kind of competition 
that might prepare the Bears, a potential 
9-seed, for a first-round playoff triumph 
against the likes of potential No.8 Harrison.

Yorktown junior M Dom Cioffi sets up one of  three goals he would score against defense of  Rebel Seam 
Makar.

Huskers celebrate one of  four goals scored by sniper Kyle 
Casey in 13-6 Murphy Cup win last Saturday at Lakeland.

Rebel Jojo Janavey scores in 13-6 Murphy Cup 
loss to Yorktown.

Yorktown A Justin Cavallo sticks one of  three goals against L-P G Kevin Dyckman and pole Nick Vazquez 
in 13-6 Murph Cup win.

Yorktown’s Justin Cavallo gives Jamison Embry a lift after Embry goal in 
Murphy Cup win over Rebels.

Rebel M Kevin Prunty cranks shot against Husker 
Brett Makar in Yorktown’s 13-7 win over L-P.
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Hen Hud Gains Ground as Class C Sectionals Approach
By Tony Pinciaro

There was plenty of optimism and 
positivity circulating among the Hendrick 
Hudson girls’ lacrosse team as it prepared 
for the 2016 season.

Hen Hud advanced to the 2015 Section 
1 Class C Championship semifinals. 
Even though it lost to eventual champion 
Bronxville, the Sailors chose to build on 
it. Following a successful winter-league 
season, Hen Hud was ready to take the 
next step in 2016. And, to date, Hen Hud 
has accomplished this.

Hen Hud has won five of its last six 
games, including victories last week over 
Brewster, 10-9, in double overtime, and 
Putnam Valley, 9-8. The Sailors are 9-4 
as they embark on the final games of the 
regular season.

Senior and four-year varsity player 
Katie Luposello saw the team’s potential 
during winter league.

“Our team was split in half and we were 
mixed up with our JV,” said Luposello, 
a starter on defense. “We were playing 
teams that we haven’t beaten in the past 
and we were beating them. That gave us a 
good feeling coming into the season.”

Luposello and her fellow seniors knew 
that the good feeling from winter league 
was the start, but their leadership would 
be a vital cog to the team’s success.

“Going into the season we lost a very 
valuable group of seniors so we had 
to filling those spots and leadership 
positions,” Luposello said. “We seniors 
looked on our past seasons, since we were 
freshmen, and felt what could we do better 
than the year before, correct the mistakes 
we may have made and be better.”

The seniors have accomplished this. 
The seniors also exacted a little payback in 
the victory over Putnam Valley. Luposello 
said in her older sister’s senior year, which 
was Luposello’s freshman year, Putnam 
Valley beat Hen Hud in the sectional final.

The victory over Putnam Valley 
followed up a thrilling victory over 
Brewster as Montana Garrett’s third goal 
of the game was the winner. Rachel Palka 

also had three goals while Katy Kenny 
contributed two goals and two assists and 
Gabby Blitzer had two scores.

“It felt amazing,” said Luposello of 
the Brewster game. “I’ve never had that 
amazing feeling to win against a team has 
such a great program like Brewster. When 
you beat teams like that, that shows you’ve 
been working hard and it pays off. It was 
one of the most exciting games been 
involved in.”

Hen Hud held off Putnam Valley in 
the chilly, rainy conditions last Friday as 
Kenny had a team-leading three goals and 
Jenna Richardson added two goals and 
one assist. Anna Rizzo, Kamryn Sherman 
and Palka each had a goal and an assist.

Luposello, who will attend Western 
New England in September and play 
lacrosse, said the team will focus on some 
key items in the last few games.

“The key would be to use these last 
games as a preparation for sectional 
games,” Luposello said. “We want to play 
smart, play team lacrosse and don’t foul 
as much. And we can’t forget everything 
we’ve worked on in practice before and 
during the season.”

MAHOPAC went 3 for 3, including 

two league wins, raising the Indians’ 
league record to 7-0. Mahopac opened 
the week with a 20-5 victory over Our 
Lady or Lourdes. The Indians followed up 
with triumphs over Section 9 opponent, 
Kingston, 15-6, and capped their perfect 
week over Wappingers, 13-3. In the second 
half against Lourdes and Wappingers, the 
defense threw a shutout.

Diana Good and Brianna Corace led 
the offensive charge with five goals apiece 
and Vicky Moundroukas and Gabby Light 
each had four goals. Caroline Raymond 
contributed a hat trick and Ali Korin 
added two goals and two assists.

“The girls were highly motivated to 
play this game and it showed on the field,” 
Mahopac coach Jim Lieto said.  “Our 
transitions were fantastic and we moved 
the ball quickly to get nice open shots on 
goal.”

Light continued her scoring tear with 
a game-best five goals against Kingston. 
Korin chipped in four goals and Good 
and Raymond each had two goals and an 
assist.

“I'm impressed with our team's ability 
to travel this far and still remain focused 
from start to finish of this game,” said 
Lieto of the journey to Deitz Stadium 
in Kingston. “It is tough to go on a long 
road trip in the middle of the week, but 
we were successful.

“Kingston plays an aggressive style 
of lacrosse and the referees in Section 
9 allow clean hard checks that are often 
whistled in Section 1,” Lieto said. “I was 
happy to see we were quickly able to adjust 
to this style of lacrosse and come up with 
a victory over a team who consistently 
wins the Section 9 championship.” 

Corace and Korin fueled Mahopac 
against Wappingers as the duo each had 
four goals and an assist. Morgan Kirby 
contributed two goals.

“We are very excited to be 7-0 
in the league and look forward to 
playing Arlington with a chance to be 

undefeated league champions,” Lieto 
said. “Wappingers came out aggressive 
today and their goalie Skylar was tough 
to score on, but we played tremendous 
defense throughout and the offense 
was able to capitalize on a lot of second 
chance possessions.   The team has been 
playing great this past week and we look 
to have a great last week of the regular 
season.”

PUTNAM VALLEY tripled its win 
total after victories over Ossining, 17-9, 
and Horace Greeley, 11-9, before a tough 
loss to Hen Hud, 9-8.

Maddie Deegan registered a career-
high seven goals against Ossining and 
Jackie Phillips contributed six. Phillips 
and Deegan paced the offense against 
Greeley with three goals apiece. Meredith 
Conlin added two goals and three assists 
and Kaitlyn Phillips recorded two goals.

“We had a tough loss against North 
Salem last Saturday, but the girls were 
able to sit and break everything down 
to build up the team and make us 
stronger,” Putnam Valley coach Courtney 
Hyndman said. “We came out so strong 
against Ossining because knowing it was 
a league game, the girls needed to amp up 
our play because we’re reaching the end 
of the season.

“The girls took that momentum and 
intensity and put it in motion against 
Greeley, which was another great win for 
the girls.”

 Steph Wagner had a hat trick 
and Jackie Phillips chipped in with two 
goals and an assist against Hen Hud.

LAKELAND/PANAS sandwiched 
wins over Beacon, 19-3, and Pawling, 
18-6, around a 16-6 loss to Fox Lane. The 
Rebels are 10-5 on the season.

The Rebels received goals from 13 
players in the victory over Beacon, led 
by Katie Bradbury’s four. Marissa Staffu, 
Valerie Perkins and Emily Kness each 
had two. Gianna Napoli recorded four 
assists and Kness collected three.

Bradbury was the offensive force 
against Pawling, scoring four goals and 
assisting on four others. Julia Wanamaker 
and Carlyn Mucci chipped in with two 
goals and one assist apiece.

YORKTOWN split two games, 
opening with a 12-7 victory over 2015 
Section 1 Class C champion Bronxville. 
The Cornhuskers closed with a 13-12 loss 
to Connecticut’s New Canaan.

Katie Comerford led Yorktown with 
four goals against Bronxville and Rilea 
Fusco added two goals and five assists.

Ashley Stilo and Comerford each 
had four goals against New Canaan and 
Michelle Seger finished with three goals 
and an assist.

OSSINING played one game – a 17-9 
loss to Putnam Valley. Sam Cozzolino 
collected five goals and Jaida Strippoli 
had four goals.

Balloons & Party on Westbrook
   (Formerly Party Stop)
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Balloon Delivery 
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2 Westbrook Drive Cortlandt Manor • 914 528-0500
Wholesale distributor to Bakeries-Deli-Restaurants and More!

Film-Foil-Paper and Plastic Bags-Utensils
Paper and Foam Cups-Take Out Containers

The Hen Hud girls lax team is making noise as the regular season winds down.
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Hen Hud, Lakeland Expect to Contend in Wide Open Class A
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

In what might have been the soggiest 
week in the history of Section 1 spring 
sports, we had some limited baseball 
action in and about the region last week, 
but the games that were played were quite 
telling as we approach the stretch drive of 
the 2016 campaign.
CLASS A

It’s been rough on the Class A scene 
this spring, with just two teams ranked 
among the top 10 in terms of potential 
playoff seeds, which is a fluid scenario 
until the seeds are determined on May 19, 
with outbracket games due to begin the 
following day. 

No.5 HEN HUD (12-4) and No.10 
LAKELAND (8-7) look like the lone 
legitimate playoff hopefuls, though few 
folks, outside of those in their own dugouts, 
are betting the house on either, given some 
of the concerns. But this is baseball and 
“on any given day” we all know the deal, 
especially in a wide open Class A this 
season.

Coach Dutch Pritts’ Sailors, ranked 
No.14 in NYS, have a record that should 

ensure a top four sectional seed if they 
finish strong, but the lack of super strong 
competition has some wondering what 
kind of impact the Sailors will have in the 
post season. The Sailors haven’t played 
anyone in the Class A top 10 besides 
Lakeland (whom the swept), so Section 1 
fanatics just aren’t sure if they’ll measure 
up against the other state-ranked clubs 
like No.5 John Jay, No.8 Byram Hills and 
No.10 Rye when push comes to shove in 
the playoffs.

However, the Sailors have handled most 
teams put before them. In Hen Hud’s 6-2 
win over Nanuet last Thursday at Sunset 
Park, RHP ‘Boomer’ Vigliotti (6-0, 1.70 
ERA) fired a complete game with five 
strikeouts, allowing only an earned run 
and got all the support he would need from 

IF Danny Weimar, who went 3 for 4 with 
a double and two RBI. Jack Attinelly also 
clubbed three hits and knocked in a run, as 
did Jack Kelly.

LAKELAND swept rival WALTER 
PANAS (4-10) last week, erasing a poor 

stretch of play that saw 
the Hornets drop from a 
potential top five seed all 
the way to its current No.10 
spot.  In Lakeland’s 6-2 win 
over host Panas, the Rick 
Burroni show was playing. 
The senior RHP went 6 2/3 
innings for the win and 
mashed a three-run bomb. 
He lowered his ERA to 0.97 
as well.

In Lakeland’s 9-3 win 
over Panas on Wednesday, 
lefty Kyle Peterson showed 
his worth by whiffing eight 
Panthers over six innings 
for the win. Speedy Hornet 
OF Dom Dellicurti (.347 
BA) cast a delirious spell by 
going 2 for 4 with a double, 

a run, a rib and two swipes. Contact is 
Dellicurti’s game, and Lakeland goes as he, 
Trevor McCarthy (.315 BA), and Burroni 
(.325 BA, 10 RBI) go. SS McCarthy went 3 
for 4 and gonged a two-run tater in a 6-1 
confidence-building win over Fox Lane 
Saturday.

In a brief conversation with several 
Hornets, including Dellicurti (aka my man 
Dom Delirious), the Hornets assured that 
the win over Fox Lane, which had been 
state-ranked in Class AA just two weeks 
ago, was the kind of turning point the 
Hornets can build upon. 

“We’re a different team now,” several 
self-assured Hornets agreed when asked if 
being swept by Hen Hud a week before was 
a portent of things to come in the playoffs. 

SOMERS (3-11) is struggling to remain 

in playoff contention, which 
is something that is very 
difficult to assess, given 
the Tuskers’ championship 
era of 2007-09 when they 
manhandled Section 1 en 
route to three sectional 
championships.

Fox Lane senior RHP 
Aaron Winkler fired a no-
hitter, with no earned runs, 
two walks and nine strikeouts 
in a 10-1 win over Somers 
last Thursday, only adding to 
the woes of Tusker Coach Joe 
Wootten. At this point, the 
Tuskers may not qualify for 
the post season.

BREWSTER (5-9) was 
having its way with Yorktown 
behind RHP Christian 
Lando, who seemed to 
have everyone’s number 
last Thursday; until Husker 

Mike Rodriguez put Yorktown on his 
back and steered the Huskers to a 6-4 
victory. Rodriguez knocked in three runs, 
including the game-winning runs in the 
top of the seventh. The Bears have hit some 
rough times of late, and, like Somers and 
Panas, will likely need to win an outbracket 
victory to crack the field of 16.
CLASS AA 

MAHOPAC (10-5-1) is operating out of 
one of the toughest leagues in the state and 
doing one heck of a job of staying relevant. 
Currently ranked No.6 in class, the Indians 
have the kind of pitching depth that could 
enable a playoff run; plus, they are the 
only team to beat RCK (13-1) this year. If 
defense and pitching wins championships, 
the Indians, who have allowed more than 
four runs just twice all season, are in the 
mix.

In Mahopac’s 6-3 win over host Ardsley, 
co-ace RHP Brendan White fired a five-
hitter, allowing just one earned run while 
striking out a career-high 11 batters. Indian 
slugger Greg Cavaliere went 2 for 3 with a 
walk, a double, a stolen base, a run scored 
and two RBI to pace the attack. The RI-
bound lefty-swinging catcher is on track 
for an All-Section campaign, putting up 
some pretty decent numbers (.389 BA, .421 
OBP, 10 RBI, 7R, 8 SB, 2 2B, 2 3B). Indian 
SS Pat McGee had three RBI, and Mahopac 
is hoping for a boon from his bat down the 
stretch.

The Indians will close out the regular 
season with a home-and-home set against 
rival CARMEL (4-12), which, judging by 
some of its recent scores, is one of the best 
four-win teams around, and an improved 
OSSINING (9-6) club. 

Carmel recently suffered a pair of 
one-run losses to state-ranked (No.1) 
Mamaroneck and No.3 RCK, who defeated 
Carmel 4-3 despite RHP Chris Palmiero’s 
gutty effort. The junior RHP fired 6 2/3 

innings for the Rams, only days after 
Kyle Shilling allowed just one run against 
Mamo’. RCK also handed the Rams, ranked 
No.18 in class, a 3-0 loss. Despite the sub-
par win/loss record, the Rams haven’t been 
an easy out of late.

YORKTOWN (8-6) swept Brewster 
with a pair of come-from-behind wins and 
looked like a potential 8-9 seed as we near 
the playoffs. Pitchers Andrew Tubiolo and 
Jack Kelly combined on the 2-1 win over 
the Bears, with Tubiolo whiffing a career-
high six batters while working into the 
fifth. Kelly got the win in relief when Matt 
Boccia plated catalyst Rodriguez (2 runs) 
with the winning run in the home half of 
the sixth.
CLASS B

CROTON-HARMON split a pair with 
Pleasantville, beating the Panthers 7-6 after 
getting knocked around in an 8-1 loss. 

Mike Matalavage and Scott Giordano each 
had three hits and Diego Posso drove in 
the winning run with a two-out double in 
the seventh as the Tigers improved to 10-5.

Croton also defeated Somers, 2-0 when 
Giordano tossed a two-hitter with nine 
strikeouts. Chris Colombo and Max 
Ambos each had an RBI for Croton. A 
strong finish could see the Tigers finish 
with a 2-4-type seed in the playoffs. 

PUTNAM VALLEY (3-9) continued 
its inexplicable struggles, amidst a five-
game skid. Coming off a strong season in 
2015, much more was expected, but the 
Tigers are going to struggle to qualify for 
the sectionals, as they sit at No.13 in Class 
B as of press time. The Tigers, who have 
just 42 runs scored (13 of which came in 
a win over Haldane), have eight games to 
play between May 9-18. This is not what  
anyone expected. 

Brewster’s Matt Catalano (7) gives big ups to Devin O’Connor after 
O’C jacked two-run dingers in 6-4 loss to Yorktown last Thursday.
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Yorktown’s Andy Greene forces Brewster’s Christian Lando in 
Huskers’ 6-4 win over Bears last Thursday.

Yorktown’s Mike Rodriguez drove home three big 
runs in Huskers’ 6-4 come-from-behind win over 
Brewster.
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Members of  the Yorktown High lacrosse team rejoice with the coveted Murphy Cup after sweating out a 13-6 win over rival Lakeland/Panas during the 27th annual rendition of  the granddaddy of  them all. The 
Huskers maintained their stranglehold on the fabled chalice by winning for a sixth-straight year and the 24th time overall last Saturday at Lakeland High... see Boys’ Lax Notebook
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Chalice Bearers!
Yorktown Beats Lakeland/Panas, 13-6, Wins 
Murphy Cup for 6th-Straight Year, 24th in 27


