
By David Propper
Some changes might have been made, 

but not enough to the satisfaction of 
hundreds of Putnam County parents who 
opted their child or children out of this 
year’s state assessments connected to the 
controversial Common Core standards. 

In the Brewster school system, about 30 
percent of all students opted out of the test, 
with 22 percent at CV Starr Intermediate 
School and 37 percent at Wells Middle 
School. Last year, 26 percent refused at 

the intermediate school and 25 percent 
at the middle school. In the Putnam 
Valley school district, 34 percent of total 
students refused the tests, which is the 
same percentage as the previous year. In 
the Haldane school system, about only 15 
percent of students opted out, similar to 
last year. In the Garrison school district, 
34 students opted out, representing a 24 
percent refusal rate.

Not every school district has divulged 

By David Propper
Considered possibly the closest it’s 

ever been to becoming a reality, progress 
continues to be made in constructing an 
overpass at the intersection of Pudding 
Street and the Taconic State Parkway, 
even if it’s not going fast enough for public 
officials that represent Putnam Valley. 

NYS Senator Sue Serino announced last 
week that funding has been secured to 
get the Pudding Street Overpass Project 
off the ground, after the NYS Senate was 
able to secure an additional $1 billion of 
transportation funding to go toward an 
overall $27.1 billion in this year’s state 

budget. Serino noted out of that pot of 
money, $24.7 million is dedicated to the 
Pudding Street project. 

“Securing this funding is a major victory 
for this project,” Serino said. 

Several local, county, and school 
district officials in Putnam Valley held an 
impromptu gathering at the intersection 
last week with emergency service 
volunteers and concerned local residents 
showing up in force. Public officials 
crossed the intersection shortly after 4 p.m. 
in a school bus like hundreds of children 
do everyday, with it taking several minutes 
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DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Dozens of  new United States of  America citizens were sworn in last week and welcomed by several 
Putnam County officials during the county’s first naturalization ceremony of  the year. From left 
to right, County Clerk Michael Bartolotti, who initiated bringing the ceremonies back, one of  42 
new and proud Americans, Justice James Reitz, County Executive MaryEllen Odell, Veterans Affairs 
Director Karl Rohde and Sheriff  Don Smith. For more on this ceremony, please go to page 4. 

PROVIDED PHOTO
NYS Senator Terrence Murphy hosted a recognition day in Albany on March 29 honoring Vietnam 
veterans, including more than a dozen residents from Putnam County and the Lower Hudson Valley. 
The event coincided with Vietnam Veterans’ Day. “It is an honor and a privilege to be able to 
do something for these true heroes,” Murphy said. “We recognize our Vietnam veterans for the 
sacrifices they made on the battlefield. You were not welcomed home properly. We want to right 
a wrong. We are here to welcome you home now and to say thank you for your service. Mission 
accomplished.” Robert Castelli was a state trooper for 21 years, a college professor, and served 
two terms in the Assembly, but there is one other position he holds in respect above all others. “I 
remember a reporter once asked me what the most important job I’d ever had. I told him it was 
being a soldier. Many Vietnam veterans came home and received a different greeting than we 
expected or deserved. We must never forget those who served, and we appreciate this special day. 
We should never honor the war, but honor the warrior.”

New Americans Celebrated at 
Putnam Historic Courthouse

Vietnam Vets Honored 
at the State Capital

Opt-Outs Remain High Across 
Putnam School Systems

State Budget Earmarks Funding 
for Pudding St. Overpass 
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By Arthur Cusano
While many Hudson Valley school 

districts continue to struggling with how 
to stay under the state-mandated tax cap 
without cutting teachers or programs, the 
Putnam Valley Central School District 
has found itself in a more comfortable 
position of adding several positions.

At Thursday’s Board of Education 
meeting, district Superintendent Fran 
Wills said the district was moving 
forward with adding more educational 
offerings for 2016-17.

“Our goal is to continue to get better, 
and to provide opportunities for our 
students. What the budget represents is 
really our attempt to move ahead,” Wills 
said.

In fact, $47.9 million budget adopted 
by board members carries a 0.07 percent 
budget-to-budget decrease from the 
current year, a decrease of $32,657. That 
could translate to lower school taxes for 
town property owners if equalization 
and tax assessment rates remain the 
same. The overall tax levy passed on to 
taxpayers will be $35.8 million, $100,000 
less than for the current year.

The district will be using $473,985 
more of its fund balance for 2016-17 than 
the current year- a total of $1.4 million.

The district was helped by the 
restoration of $225,000 in Gap 
Elimination Adjustment aid taken from 

the district by the state legislature to close 
its budget deficit during the recession, 
as well as a drop in costs for employee 
retirement contributions, a surplus from 
the current year and several district 
retirements.

The district does not qualify for 
foundation aid from the state since it 
is located in what the state considers 
a low-need region due to its affluent 
population.

Enrollment for the district next year is 
estimated to drop slightly by 2.7 percent, 

or 46 students. However, those estimates 
are still in the preliminary stages and the 
number of students being enrolled has 
increased in recent weeks, Wills added. 

The district plans to add several 
positions, including making a part-time 
computer science teacher full-time at the 
high school to bolster STEM (Science 
Technology Engineering and Math) 
programs and teach a cyber security 
class, as well as a .2 French teacher to 
teach the popular French 3 class. 

The district will also add a support 
staff member at the high school’s student 
achievement center that may be a full-
time position.

The district will also add a .4 ELA 
position at the middle school for 
academic intervention services and a 
.2 physical education position at the 
high school.  A .1 English new learner 
position will be added to help comply 
with state mandated programs for new 
English language learners. They will 
also add a.1 math instructional support 
position at the elementary school. The 
district has also allocated funding for 
an additional teacher at the elementary 
school if enrollment increases enough to 
require it.

Assistant coaching positions to the 
the men’s and women’s varsity basketball 
teams will also be restored, Wills said.

The district will also be hiring a 

literacy coaching coordinator position 
for grades K-8 , which will be paid for 
through a federal Title I grant.

The budget vote will be held on 
Tuesday, May 17 at Putnam valley 
Elementary School.

PV School’s Adopted Budget Carries Lower Tax Levy, New Positions

ARE YOU AT RISK FOR ENDOMETRIAL CANCER? 
Learn how to reduce your risk and recognize the symptoms…

Learn more about Dr. Wertheim and watch her discuss the 
advantages of using da Vinci Surgery to treat gynecological 
cancers, visit www.nwhroboticsurgery.org/DrWertheim 

Iris Wertheim, MD
Director, Gynecologic Oncology Program
Cancer Treatment & Wellness Center
Northern Westchester Hospital  
www.nwhroboticsurgery.org/DrWertheim

400 East Main Street | Mount Kisco, NY 10549 | 914.666.1200 | www.nwhc.net

Ask the Doctor

Did You Know? 

You can reduce your risk of endometrial 
cancer, the nation’s most common 
gynecological cancer, by maintaining 
a healthy weight.

Q:  What are my treatment options? 

A: The main treatment is a hysterectomy to remove the uterus. At Northern 
Westchester Hospital, robot-assisted surgery is performed on most patients with 
endometrial cancer. Patients benefit from decreased blood loss and risk of infection, 
and faster recoveries. Tiny incisions are an advantage for obese women, who are 
at greater risk for wound infection; while being mobile the next day reduces the 
risk of blood clots. When endometrial cancer is discovered early, post-surgical 
outcomes are good. 

Q:  Can I reduce my risk of developing endometrial cancer?

A: You can reduce your risk by maintaining a healthy weight and exercising regularly. 
Know your Body Mass Index (BMI), which represents body fat, and strive for under 25. 
A BMI greater than 30 indicates obesity. And see your gynecologist at the first sign of 
abnormal bleeding.

Q: What is endometrial cancer – and am I at risk? 
A: Endometrial cancer arises in the glands of the lining of the uterus. The major risk 
factor is age: it usually occurs in post-menopausal women between the ages of 55 
and 64. Another major risk factor is any condition that produces excess estrogen. 
Receptors in the uterine lining make it highly reactive to estrogen. Elevated levels 
of estrogen can overly stimulate receptive uterine cells causing them to grow 
uncontrollably and turn into cancer. The main cause of elevated estrogen in American 
women is obesity. A woman who carries extra weight has more fat cells, which store 
a hormone that converts to estrogen. As a result, obesity puts women of any age at 
risk for endometrial cancer. Other risk factors include Tamoxifen use, hypertension, 
familial cancer syndromes (such as Lynch Syndrome), and diabetes. 

Q: What symptoms should I look out for?     
A: The most common symptom is bleeding after menopause. Non-menopausal 
women should pay attention to an irregular bleeding pattern: heavy bleeding 
or bleeding between periods. At the first symptom, see your gynecologist. You 
will typically have an endometrial biopsy and a pelvic ultrasound. If the biopsy 
reveals endometrial cancer, see a gynecologic oncologist. 

We are looking for Oil, Gas 
and  Propane Drivers

First Position must have CDL,
 Hazmat endorsement, 

Class A License and Twic card
Second position must have CDL, 

Hazmat endorsement, 
Class B License and Twic card

Email or fax your resume to 
peoplesoil@verizon.net 

or 845-225-6496

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES

TWO POSITIONS

‘Our goal is to 
continue to get 

better, and to provide 
opportunities for our 
students. What the 
budget represents is 
really our attempt to 
move ahead.’ - school 

chief Fran Wills
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By Neal Rentz
The process of finding a new 

superintendent for the Brewster Central 
School District continued last week with 
three meetings in which the public’s 
input was sought.

The first meeting was conducted at the 
Henry H. Wells Middle School on April 
6.

Putnam-Northern Westchester 
BOCES is assisting the district with 
the search process. BOCES Assistant 
Superintendents John McCarthy and 
Lynn Allen conducted the April 6 
meeting. The Board of Education is 
seeking to hire the new superintendent 
by July 19.

According to the district’s timeline, 
advertisements and recruitment 
brochures are scheduled to be sent out 
at the end of April. Allen noted that the 
board of education is proposing to pay 
the new school head an annual salary of 
$220,000. 

 Though only three residents, Christine 
Zirkelbach, Robert Spitz and Bob Cullen, 
attended the first meeting last week, 
they had much to say about the district 
and the qualities they wanted in the 
person who will replace the departing 
Superintendent Timothy Conway.

Cullen, a Southeast councilman, 
said the new superintendent should be 
“someone with a clear vision” of where 
the district should go.

The new superintendent should be 
an innovator who also has the ability to 
“think outside the box,” Cullen said. 

Cullen added the new superintendent 
should seek to sell the now vacant site of 
the former Garden Street School to get 
the property back on the tax rolls. 

Zirkelbach said the new superintendent 
would need to deal with the increasing 
number of special education students 
and also be able to provide services to 

many students who do not speak English 
as their first language.

Spitz said the new superintendent 
would find that “we have a great 
community” living in the Brewster 
district. Zirkelbach said though parents 
attend their children’s school events, 
the district needs to encourage more 
residents to come to board of education 
meetings.

Zirkelbach said the new superintendent 
should support the popular Junior 
ROTC program in the district. “It’s more 
of a leadership program” than a military 
program, she said. 

Cullen said the new superintendent 
should fit in with the Putnam County 
community, which is politically 
conservative. “I don’t want some crazy 
socialist” to be the next leader of the 
district, he said. Spitz said a political 
moderate could fit in with the local 
community. Zirkelbach said despite the 
conservative reputation of the local area, 
district students are active members 
of GLADD, an organization that fights 
defamation against the gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender communities.

McCarthy asked the residents about 
the programs currently being offered in 

the district. Zirkelbach said the district 
provides several arts and sports programs 
for its students. There are many options 
for students, Spitz added.

Zirkelbach asked the BOCES 
representatives what the school board 
would do if they do not find whom they 
feel is the right superintendent candidate 
by July 19. Allen said the board of 
education would extend the date if it 
felt it needed more time to find the right 
person.  

To fill out the resident superintendent 
search survey visit the school district’s 
website at brewsterschools.org.

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Putnam-Northern Westchester BOCES Assistant 
Superintendents John McCarthy and Lynn Allen 
took comments from Brewster School District 
residents during one of  three superintendent 
search meetings last week at the Henry H. Wells 
Middle School on April 6.

Few Brewster Residents Participate in Super. Search Meeting
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By David Propper
With the issue of immigration a 

passionate and heated debate on the 
national stage during this presidential 
election, last week Putnam County held 
a naturalization ceremony celebrating 
42 new American citizens in the Lower 
Hudson Valley. 

The Wednesday afternoon ceremony 
attended by several Putnam officials 
including county Clerk Michael 
Bartolotti, County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell, Sheriff Don Smith, District 
Attorney Bob Tendy and Justices James 
Reitz and John Sweeny, gave a glimpse of 
what the American dream is all about. 

Stating the Pledge of Allegiance and 
having their hand on their heart for the 
National Anthem, people of all ages and 
of different nationalities had one thing in 
common: their new status as American 
citizens.

Bartolotti spearheaded bringing the 
ceremonies back to Putnam and this is 
the second one held since he took over 
for former county clerk Dennis Sant. The 

first one took place last October. This time 
around, a few residents lived in Putnam 
and others came from Westchester and  
Dutchess counties.

There used to be naturalization 
ceremonies in Putnam decades ago, but 
the federal government got rid of them in 
the 1980s, Bartolotti said.

“Since that time, the population has 
changed dramatically I think around 

here,” he said. “And I think it’s time to 
bring it back to Putnam because it’s a 
great ceremony, it’s nice to give our new 
citizens an opportunity to do it in their 
backyard where they live.”

Bartolotti noted it’s a tough and costly 
process to become a citizen in the United 
States. The Department of Homeland 
Security determines the details of 
becoming a citizen, Bartolotti said, which 

involves fingerprints, interviews, and 
classes. Sometimes attorney are even 
necessary, he said. For folks in Putnam, 
that can mean taking time consuming 
trips to New York City or White Plains. 

“To be able to see the end of the road 
of the fruits of their labor and to be able 
to administer that oath to them is just an 
overwhelming, humbling honor to be 
able to do that,” Bartolotti said. 

New American Citizens Ushered in at Putnam Ceremony

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Residents of  all ages and different backgrounds 
celebrate their new citizenship. 

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
New Americans raise their right hand as they take the Oath of  Allegiance last week.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Carmel high school students sang the National Anthem and God Bless America during the ceremony.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Just a few new citizens of  the United States being congratulated by Putnam County officials. 
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By David Propper
With more aid from New York State 

than planned, the Brewster Central 
School District has proposed a budget 
that remains under the tax cap without 
bleeding programs. 

The school district is proposing a tax 
levy increase of 1.9 percent, which is 
under the allowable tax cap imposed by 
the state with room to breath, according 
to district Business Administrator Victor 
Karlsson. The total budget is $92.8 
million, which is a 3.1 percent budget-to-

budget increase.  
Karlsson said the money coming to 

Brewster actually exceeded what the 
district was originally anticipating with 
an additional $200,000 windfall.  

Superintendent of Schools Tim 
Conway said the district has remained 
fiscally solvent and the state has never 
included Brewster on a list of school 
districts and municipalities that are in 
trouble financially. The district continues 
to have a high credit rating. 

Brewster Board of Education Stephen 

Jambor pointed out how critical the 
elimination of the Gap Elimination 
Adjustment was for Brewster and 
surrounding school systems. He reminded 
residents that it cost the district dozens 
of staff positions and forced schools to 
readjust class sizes because of lost money 
the district should’ve gotten. 

“It’s like somebody hitting you over the 
head for eight years and then they stop,” 
Jambor said. “Are you supposed to say 
thank you?”

District resident Bob Cullen, who is a 

Southeast councilman, asked about the 
decision to have only School Resource 
Officers situated in the school buildings 
instead of Special Patrol Officers, which 
cost less. 

Conway responded that when there 
was a presentation about the differences 
between an SRO and SPO in January, 
there was an overwhelming call from the 
community to keep the three SROs from 
the Putnam County Sheriff ’s Department. 

The budget could be adopted at 
Brewster’s next meeting on April 12. 

By David Propper
An electronic traffic sign that alerts 

drivers along Route 312 to road 
construction was changed to show 
support for this year’s most controversial 
presidential candidate. 

The sign was changed to “Trump 2016” 
last month by an unknown person or 
group and now, the case is actually under 
investigation by the New York State 
Police, according to an NBC report. 

The altered sign was posted on 
Facebook, which caused some buzz 
among residents in the area. Trump, the 
Republican frontrunner, even posted the 
photo to his Facebook page, but later 
deleted it, according to the report. 

The electronic sign was quickly changed 
back by a Department of Transportation 
contractor to its regular alert about 
upcoming construction on the road.

The Republican and Democratic 
primaries in New York take place April 
19. 

Brewster Schools’ Proposed Budget Stays Under Tax Cap

Electronic Sign in Southeast Changed to Support Trump

The “Trump 2016” electronic sign that made drivers give a second glance last month on Route 312.
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to safely get from one side to the other.
But while the money might be in place, 

the rush to get the project started is not. 
Serino said according to the state 

Department of Transportation, it’s not 
slated to start until 2019-2020. While Serino 
knows the project has its challenges, she 
called on the DOT to give the construction 
“immediate priority attention.”

Putnam Valley Supervisor Sam Oliverio 
said this is the closest the town has ever 
been to having the project get off the 
ground, but he remains jaded and skeptical. 

He won’t rejoice until he sees plans and a 
groundbreaking date.

Since 1998, Oliverio said he’s been told 
the project was a priority item and each 
year it kept getting pushed to the back 
burner. He’s upset the project might not be 
completed until 2022.

“That’s crazy, that’s crazy,” Oliverio said. 
“They’ve got to be able to move this up.”

Councilwoman Jackie Annabi said in 
the past, the state DOT blamed the lack of 
funding for the project, but “now they have 
it and have no more excuses.” She called 
the additional windfall of money a “game 
changer.”

She encouraged residents to keep the 
pressure on the state so the Pudding Street 
project moves to the front of the list at the 
state DOT. While there haven’t been any 
school bus accidents there, there have been 
plenty of car accidents at the intersection, 
Annabi noted. 

“Putnam Valley shouldn’t be forced to 
continue playing Russian roulette with the 
lives of our children, this overpass must be 
built immediately. This project must be a 
priority, the state is out of excuses and are 
on notice,” Annabi stated. “Let’s not have a 
tragedy in order to force the state to get off 
their butts and do the right thing.”

the opt-out results yet. In Carmel, new 
Superintendent of Schools Andy Irvin 
plans on discussing the opt-outs at today’s 
(Tuesday) school board meeting and 
Mahopac plans on doing the same thing 
at its school board meeting next week.

The ELA exams were given last week 
and the math exams start today (Tuesday) 
and end Thursday, the last day of the tests. 
Grades 3-8 are given the exams. 

Mahopac Teachers Association 
president and Mahopac resident Thomas 
McMahon, who is against the tests, said 
the changes haven’t been substantive. He 
noted the test might be shorter, but only 
by a few questions and teacher input 
would not go toward tests until 2018. 

Parents were able to see through 
the “surface changes,” as the opt-out 
movement continues strongly. 

McMahon, who opts his children 
out, said the tests needs to be shorter. 
McMahon called testing a third-grader 
for six days on a test that doesn’t count 
“abusive.” Performance based testing can 
be an alternative to standardized testing, 
he said. 

“The test needs to be put in perspective 
for a kid’s age,” McMahon said. “We can’t 
test third-graders more than we test 
people that are passing a New York State 
bar exam.”

Putnam Valley Supervisor Sam Oliverio, 
who was an assistant principal at Putnam 
Valley High School before taking this job, 
said he’s hoping even more students opt-
out this year to send a message to the state 
that these tests need to be tossed. 

The Common Core tests should be 
replaced by the tests that fit New York 
standards and not nationally imposed 
standards, Oliverio said. 

Oliverio said the Common Core tests 
are a form of a socialism imposed by the 
Obama administration. He wants to see 
New York give back the money it got to 
put the Common Core in place like other 
states around the nation have done. 

“Opt-out, opt-out because that’s the 
only way the state will ever revamp and 
revise the system,” Oliverio said. “It’s 
almost child abuse--these multiple, 
multiple exams.” 

Superintendents at some school 
systems have addressed whether parents 
should allow their child or children to 
take the exams. 

Irvin, the Carmel school chief, 
encouraged participation in the tests. He 
noted certain mandates and requirements 
were modified on the tests and the time 
and accountability connected to the 
exams have decreased. He said it gives 
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By David Propper
Men’s and women’s under garments, 

beer bottles , and a bag full of bird’s 
feathers are just some of the things that 
residents see on their roads when picking 
up litter. 

With Earth Day coming up later this 
month, Putnam County residents with 
the coordination of public officials like 
Southeast Councilwoman Lynne Eckardt 
are making a push to clean up the county 
as litter seems to be at an all-time high 
compared to recent years. 

Southeast and Brewster are combining 
forces to pick up trash on April 16 and 
17 with bags, gloves, and safety vests 
distributed in front of old Town Hall 
(67 Main Street). Residents can pickup 
supplies earlier by calling the Southeast 
Highway Department. 

Kent is holding a pick up day on April 
23 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. with volunteers 
meeting at the Kent Police Department at 
9 a.m. Patterson also plans to have a town-
wide litter pick up the same day. Putnam 
Valley will have a clean up in each Lake 
District and on main roads at the end of 
the month. 

“I just think the whole county is a 
disaster and everyone I talk to agrees” 
Eckardt said of the litter problem. “I think 
this is the worst I’ve seen.” 

While Eckardt said there’s a temptation 
to only blame people that live outside 
the county who drive by and throw trash 
out the window, she noted there’s no way 
there could be this much trash without 
county residents contributing. 

Eckardt said around her own 
neighborhood there always seems to 
be Bud Light Lime bottles and other 
assortment of liquor bottles trashed. 

While one day of dedicated clean up can 

make a difference, the litter problem is one 
that exists year round. Eckardt said she’d 
like to work with the county to possibly 
create a public service announcement to 
educate residents about cleaning up trash. 
Back in the 1960s, there was a heavy ad 
campaign nationwide to stop littering, 
which Eckardt remembers was effective. 

“I think some people just need that 
reminder that it’s not OK,” Eckardt said. 
“That someone does need to pick it up or 
someone will pick it up.”

The Town of Southeast and Village of 

Brewster are working in conjunction, 
with Deputy Mayor Christine Piccini 
understanding after any winter, sidewalks 
and streets take a messy toll.

She said accumulated roadside sand 
and silt will also be removed and reported 
to New York State’s Department of 
Environmental Conservation and a street 
sweeper is set to pass through the village 
several times after the clean up effort. 

“Fortunately, Earth Day Clean-Up is 
the perfect opportunity to spruce things 
up in time for Spring,” Piccini said. 

Eckardt said she’s always heartened by 
how many people show up to pick up litter, 
essentially cleaning up for other people 
that cause the mess in the first place. The 
key is to be proactive, she stressed. 

“This should really be a neighborhood 
effort,” Eckardt said.

As Earth Day Nears, Putnam Residents Look to Clean Up Mess

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO 
Even in scenic Putnam County, garbage adds up. 

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO 
Bags of  garbage are tossed to the side of  the 
road on the border of  Carmel and Southeast. 

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO 
Several whip cream cans were found along John Simpson Road one afternoon day.
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By Rick Pezzullo
More than 100 elected officials, 

environmental activists and local residents 
banded together April 3 at Riverfront 
Green in Peekskill to demand federal 
and state agencies listen to the concerns 
raised about the health and safety threats 
of the Algonquin Incremental Market 
(AIM) pipeline expansion to more than 
20 million people in the region.

Braving high winds and frigid 
temperatures, the rally, organized 
by several grassroots environmental 
organizations, also addressed 
hydrofracking and the pending 

relicensing of the Indian Point nuclear 
power plants, but the focus centered on 
the pipeline project, which is already 
under construction in the area.

“Democracy lives and you are proof 
of that,” Paul Gallay, president of 
Riverkeeper, shouted to an enthusiastic, 
bundled up, sign-waving crowd. “We 
tried reasoning with FERC (Federal 
Emergency Regulatory Commission). 
We will not stop until this craziness is 
stopped.”

Spectra Energy is replacing 26-inch 
diameter methane gas pipeline with 42-
inch pipeline. A portion of the pipeline 

runs within 1,500 feet of Indian Point’s 
nuclear reactors and 105 feet from critical 
safety infrastructure at the Buchanan 
facility. On March 3, 2015, FERC 
issued an operating certificate for the 
pipeline, basing part of its approval on 
an assessment from the federal Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) that the 
pipeline posed no risk to Indian Point.

“Nowhere else in the country is a 
pipeline placed this close to a nuclear 
power facility,” said Barbara Hough of 
Food and Water Watch. “We need a clean 
energy revolution.”

With the construction of the pipeline 
on track, Nancy Vann, a member of the 
Stop the Algonquin Pipeline (SAPE) who 
once blocked the cutting of trees on her 
Buchanan property by refusing to budge,  
emphasized opponents should now direct 
their attention to the natural gas that 
would be pumped through the pipeline at 
a rapid rate.

“The environmental damage to this 
area has already been done,” said Vann, 
who noted 23 pipelines were under 
construction or being planned in the 
Northeast. “This movement has been 
building and building.”

Paul Moskowitz, a nuclear physicist 
from Yorktown, said Spectra should be 
held accountable for refusing to address 
the existence of cancer-causing materials 
in the pipeline.

“This is dangerous stuff,” he said. “The 
fact that they don’t want to talk about it 
proves to me that it’s a real problem.”

On hand lending their support to the 
activists where state Assemblywoman 
Sandra Galef (D/Ossining), Peekskill 
Mayor Frank Catalina, Peekskill 
Councilwoman Kathy Talbot, Cortlandt 
Councilwoman Debbie Carter Costello 
and Ossining Supervisor Dana Levenberg.

“Today is an example of your courage,” 
Galef said. “We are never going to give up. 
There is going to be a win at the end of 
the day.”

Earlier in the week, advocates and 
landowners from four states filed a federal 
appeal to the pipeline following FERC’s 
refusal of a request for a rehearing.

“We’ve been raising valid concerns 
about this project since 2013, but when 
a captive agency like FERC is making 
the decisions and then reviewing its own 
conclusions it’s difficult to obtain a fair 
hearing,” Vann said.

Meanwhile, ResistAIM, a coalition 
resisting construction of Spectra 
Energy’s Algonquin Incremental Market 
(AIM) gas pipeline through New York, 
announced last week it will be holding 
a day of activation and resistance, called 
The Say NO Say YES Fest, on Saturday, 
April 16, at the Paramount Hudson Valley 
in Peekskill.

ResistAIM’s fundraising event includes 
activities and a show for children, the 
screening of a new film “How to Let Go 
of The World (And Love All the Things 
Climate Can’t Change)” and an activist-
oriented show with music and comedy in 
the evening.

RICK PEZZULLO PHOTO
Protests continue over the AIM pipeline that runs 
through the Lower Hudson Valley

Movement to Stop Pipeline Intensifies with Public Outcry
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Stateline HVAC/R Supply 
Brewster

Business 

of the Week
By David Propper

While homeowners go to everyday 
hardware stores when they want to fix 
something in their home on their own, 
contractors have their own specialty 
stores to peruse for parts.  One of those 
places is Stateline HVAC/R Supply.

Located in Brewster and opening 
a month ago, three co-owners, Chris 
Conway, Carl Pignataro and Bill Schenk 
have known each other for years and 
now are working together to provide 
every part and piece that makes homes 
and businesses a little warmer in the 
winter and cooler in the summer. With 
experience across the board, Stateline 
HVAC/R, a Brewster Chamber of 
Commerce member, hopes to become the 
go to place for every contractor around 
the region.

The company sells parts and pieces to 
contractors for air conditioning, heating 
and refrigerators that then use them 
to service local stores, restaurants, and 
various buildings, as well as residential 
homes. The three men don’t sell parts to 
everyday homeowners like a hardware 
store, but rather the people who fix 
commercial and residential problems 
that arise. They also plan to hold training 
sessions at their headquarters, already 
having one successful class recently. 

Each co-owner has a certain expertise 

that makes the trio mesh seamlessly. 
Schenk has experience in dealing 

with vendors and purchasing, Conway 
comes from the warehouse and sales side, 
and Pignataro has been a mechanical 
contractor. 

“In the past we’ve all been working for 
the man and then we decided when we 
get our triad together here we become 
the man,” Conway said. “I think the 
experience that we bring from each side 
of the counter, we have the ability to be 
successful. We know what the industry 
requires.”

The three men had talked about going 
into business together in the past and 
finally decided “why not,” though as 
Schenk pointed out, “Sometimes being 
your own boss is worst than having a 
boss.”

Conway said as big as the industry 
seems, it is actually a small circle of 
folks. In such a tight-knit community, 
it’s important to know as many people as 
possible. Like any other career or business 
transaction, Schenk noted networking is 
helpful.

When picking the location, Conway 
said in Brewster there is “kind of a gap 
here” where before if a contractor needed 
a small part, they had to travel to lower 
Westchester, Mahopac, or the other side 
of Danbury. 

Planting themselves along Interstate 
684 and on the border of Connecticut 
and New York, Stateline could pick up 
transient clients that might work in 
Westchester but live around here. 

Conway and Schenk live in New Jersey, 
and Pignataro lives in Carmel.

To a certain extent, the company is a 
“slave to the weather” in which the three 
men soon hope the weather warms up. 
The colder the winters and the hotter 
the summers is what Stateline HVAC/R 

would like to see because that’s when 
people consider servicing their heating 
and air conditioning. 

“We want to partner with the local 
contractors in the area to help them be 
more profitable,” Conway said. “To come 
to us for training and quality products 
and top notch service.”

Stateline HVAC/R is located at 16 Mt. 
Ebo Road South, Suite 1-B in Brewster and 
its phone number is 845-582-0020. They 
sell only to contractors. 

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO 
From left to right: Bill Schenk, Carl Pignataro and Chris Conway are the owners of   Stateline HVAC/R.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO 
Part of  the interior of  the company’s headquarters.
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I am deeply disappointed with the 
direction that education has taken in 
the last few years. Let me preface this 
by explaining my qualifications to make 
such a statement. I have 25 years of 

experience as a teacher. I am appalled by 
the leadership of the NYS Regents, the 
NYS Commissioner of Education Mary 
Ellen Elia, and the U.S. Department of 
Education Secretary of Education John 

King.
We are short changing our most 

precious commodity, our children, with 
today’s test, label, and punish agenda. 
Common Core, and the tests that go 
along with it, was hastily introduced in 
New York under John King.  I find the 
title “Common Core” offensive. Children 
are not common, nor is the way they 
learn. Every child is special and each 
child has a unique type of intelligence. To 
deliver programs that attempt to teach all 
children the same standard at the same 
age is absurd. The cost is enormous, not 
only in the dollars that are siphoned out 
of under funded public schools, but also 
by robbing our children of a well rounded 
quality education.  They deserve, and will 
need, a student centered education that 
meets their needs if they are to succeed in 
the future.

There is an attack on children, teachers, 
and public education from those who 
seek power and profit. In order for tests 

to be helpful they need to be diagnostic. 
The NYS Pearson Common Core exams 
are neither diagnostic nor helpful. 
They continue to be developmentally 
inappropriate and have not delivered on 
their promises to improve education in 
our country.

We can no longer rely on today’s 
leaders. It is up to resolute parents and 
students to demand change. The only 
effective measure that will drive this 
transformation is the Opt Out movement. 
If parents work together then change 
will come. Take every opportunity that 
you have to speak out on behalf of our 
children and recruit other parents to 
join this movement. Civil disobedience 
is extremely difficult for many people. 
The forces that intimidate families into 
accepting this broken system and to 
remain quiet on this issue are relentless.

Mark Hegenauer
BrewsterPO Box 611, Mount Kisco, NY 10549 • 914-864-0878 • www.TheExaminerNews.com
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The need to provide meaningful 
education on the dangers of underage 
drinking and drug use here in Putnam 
County has never been greater. And it 
is important to know that parents can 
play a significant role. As kids get older 
and alcohol and drugs enter the picture, 
parents are faced with a unique set of 
challenges. They can simply sit back and 
hope their kids will “get through it,” or 
they can take an active role in learning 
about alcohol and drugs and helping their 
kids do the same.

It can be daunting to talk with your 
children about drinking and drug use, 
but it will be well worth the effort you put 
into it. In fact, research has shown that 
kids who have conversations with their 
parents and learn a lot about the dangers 
of alcohol and drug use are 50 percent less 
likely to use these substances than those 
who don’t have such conversations.

As a parent you can be a primary source 
of positive and reliable information and it is 
important to take advantage of “teachable 
moments.” It’s not so much about “the 
big talk,” but about being there for them 
when the issues come up -- on TV, at the 
movies, on the radio, about celebrities or 
sports figures, or about their friends. Don’t 
miss your opportunity to teach your kids. 
If you do, they will get their information 
from the media, the internet or other 
sources that not only misrepresent the 
potential negative impact of alcohol and 
drugs but actually glorify their use! You 
have more influence over your kids’ 
attitudes and decisions about alcohol 
than you think. So start early! Children 
go through many different stages as they 
grow up and what’s appropriate to tell an 

18-year-old and a 9-year-old can vary 
quite a bit. Yet, it’s never too early to begin 
the conversation. The more informed 
children are, the better off they’ll be.

According to the National Council on 
Alcoholism and Drug Dependence, here 
are some basic guidelines to assist you:

Listen Before You Talk -- Encourage 
Conversation: As parents we want to have 
“all the answers.” And, sometimes we are 
so anxious to share our wisdom – or our 
opinion – that we don’t take the time to 
listen. For kids, knowing that we are really 
listening is the most important thing we 
can do to help.

Talk to Your Child and Ask Open 
Ended Questions: Talk to your child 
regularly – about their feelings, their 
friends, their activities. As much as you 
can, and sometimes it’s not easy, try to 
avoid questions that have a simple “yes” 
or “no” answer.

Be Involved: Get to know your child’s 
friends and continue to educate your child 
about the importance of maintaining 
good health – psychological, emotional 
and physical.

Set Expectations, Limits and 
Consequences: Make it clear that you do 
not want your child drinking or using 
drugs and that you trust them not to. Talk 
about possible consequences, both legal 
and medical, and be clear about what you 
will do if the rules are broken.

Be Honest and Open: Care about what 
your child is going through as they face 
and make decisions that will affect their 
lives now and for the future.

Be Positive: Many parents have 
discovered that talking about these issues 
with their children has built bridges 

rather than walls between them and have 
proudly watched those children learn to 
make healthy, mature decisions on their 
own.

Family History: Both research 
and personal experience have clearly 
documented that addiction is a chronic, 
progressive disease that can be linked to 
family history and genetics. So, if you 
have a family history of problems with 
alcohol or drugs, be matter of fact about 
it, as you would any other chronic disease, 
such as heart disease, diabetes or cancer.

“Alcohol and drug use is a very risky 
business for young people,” says Andrew 
Pucher, President and Chief Executive 
Officer of NCADD, “and parents can 
make a difference. The longer children 
delay drinking and drug use, the less 
likely they are to develop any problems 
associated with it. That’s why it is so 
important to help your child make smart 
decisions about alcohol and drugs.”

So, this April, the Putnam Communities 

That Cares Coalition, is celebrating 
Alcohol Awareness Month by holding a 
variety of informational and educational 
events to raise public awareness about 
underage drinking and encourage parents 
to speak to their kids early and often 
about alcohol and other drugs.

I urge local businesses, community 
organizations, colleges, schools, 
administrators, and government agencies 
to get involved in these activities. It can 
make a tremendous difference in our 
community as we reach out to those who 
are most vulnerable and help our next 
generation avoid the many problems that 
underage alcohol and drug use can bring.

Kristin McConnell 
Executive Director of NCADD Putnam 

and Co-Chair of Putnam Communities 
That Care Coalition.

For more information about Alcohol 
Awareness Month, contact www.
putnamncadd.org

Op-Ed: Talk Early, Talk Often About Underage Drinking

Students Shortchanged Under Common Core, Tests
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Across
1  Vineyard in France
4  Small gull
8  Underground finds
9  World-weary
10  New Name of Mount Kisco Medical 
Group
12  Deviating from the norm
13  Used before a vowel
15  Dolt
16  Honor society letter
18  Flop
20  Ashes holder
21  Writing class assignment
24  In favor of
26  Exist
27  Orange aquarium fish or Ossining 
oyster bar & restaurant
31  From this point on
32  Benefactor
33  Dumbo’s likeable trait
34  Decides
35  Genetic info carrier

Down
1  Sourpuss
2  Studies again
3  Subscribers
4  Made a red-faced exit
5  _____ ray (devilfish)
6  Extreme suffix
7  You and me
8  Mozart’s “L’ ____ del Cairo”

9  Stole
11  Married woman
13  Credit card rate
14  A Bobbsey twin
17  Morally strict
18  Social newcomer
19  Adopt
22  Government official
23  Past times
24  Organization for health issues
25  Put forward
28  Shelter
29  “... ____ , whatever will be ...” (Doris 
Day lyric)
30  Another 48 ____, Nolte/Murphy film
31  Spring
32  Perform

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 17

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878
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Rates of the sexually-transmitted 
disease chlamydia have been rising 
dramatically in Putnam County, in 
comparison to both the national average 
and New York State (without New York 
City). Over the eight years from 2006 to 
2014, Putnam’s rate has increased more 
than 200 percent, compared to 32 percent 
in the country and 38 percent in NYS. 

“Rates are measured in number of 
cases per 100,000 people and while we 
still have lower case numbers, the rate of 
increase is alarming,” explained Michael J. 
Nesheiwat, M.D., Interim Commissioner 
of Health in Putnam County. “This 

is something we really need to raise 
awareness about. So it’s fitting that April 
is STD Awareness Month, a time set aside 
to do just that. With increased knowledge 
and awareness, we can focus on early 
diagnosis, treatment and prevention. This 
means not only educating the public, but 
physicians as well.” 

In addition to chlamydia, sexually 
transmitted diseases that must be reported 
to the health department by physicians 
also include gonorrhea and syphilis. All 
three can result in hospitalization and 
affect people of all ages. Chlamydia and 
gonorrhea especially take a heavier toll 

on young people, particularly women. 
The effects can be severe because many 
of these infections can go unnoticed or 
ignored, and therefore untreated. Pelvic 
inflammatory disease and infertility are 
the serious long term.

problems that may result if not 
treated early with the proper antibiotics. 
Syphilis, the less common of the three 
but potentially fatal, has surged in recent 
years, particularly among men in NYS. 
In Putnam County, there are ten total 
confirmed cases so far this year—more 
than all the cases last year.

The good news is that all STDs—
and there are quite a few, including the 
more well-known HIV, herpes, HPV 
and trichomoniasis—can be prevented 
with the proper use of latex condoms. 
Unfortunately it is possible to have an 
STD without any signs or symptoms and 
to spread it. So getting tested and using 
condoms is advised with any sexual 
activity (vaginal, anal or oral). 

Primary care providers can test and 
prescribe the right antibiotic treatment. 
For those who are under- or uninsured, 
Putnam County’s federally qualified 
health center Open Door provides these 
services on a sliding scale. The office is 
located at 155 Main Street in Brewster. 
Their phone number is 845-279-6999.

The Health Department’s mission is 
to improve and protect the health of the 

Putnam County community, composed 
of nearly 100,000 residents. Core services 
include community health assessment, 
disease surveillance and control, 
emergency preparedness, environmental 
health protection, family health promotion 
and health education. 

For more information, please visit the 
PCDOH website at www.putnamcountyny.
com/health or visit the social media 
sites on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/putnamhealth, www.facebook.
com/RunWalkPutnam, www.instagram.
com/PutnamHealthNY and Twitter @
PutnamHealthNY. 

Sexually Transmitted Disease Rises Steeply in Putnam 
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the district an idea of college and career 
readiness for students. 

Putnam Valley Superintendent of 
Schools Fran Wills in a couple of notes 
to parents also touted the state tests, 
stating in one post, “it is our hope that all 
Putnam Valley students would give their 
best effort,” on the state exams. 

The district could face a negative impact 
to the school’s accountability rating 
because it failed to get at least 95 percent 

of students to take the tests last year and 
the district didn’t make Adequate Yearly 
Progress because of the high opt-out rate, 
she said. 

In a more recent post, Wills said there 
have been changes made to the tests, most 
notably, giving students as much time as 
they need to complete it. 

“While other measurements are 
utilized to assess student achievement, 
the state tests provide important insight 
into student learning related to the state 
standards,” Wills stated. 

Opt-Outs Remain High Across 
Putnam School Systems
continued from page 6
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The Putnam County Clerk’s Office is hosting its Fourth Annual Putnam County 
Passport Saturday at its office located at 40 Gleneida Avenue, Carmel, next Saturday, 
April 23, from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. to provide passport information to U.S. citizens and 
to accept passport applications.  Putnam County Clerk Michael C. Bartolotti is holding 
this event as a convenience to our customers who need to obtain a passport in time for 
the busy summer travel season.  County Clerk Michael C. Bartolotti can be reached 
at 845-808-1142 X49301 for any questions or concerns regarding obtaining a U.S. 
Passport or traveling abroad.

U.S. citizens must present a valid passport book when entering or re-entering the 
United States by air.  U.S. citizens entering the United States from Canada, Mexico, the 
Caribbean and Bermuda at land borders and sea ports of entry must present a passport 
book, passport card, or other travel documents approved by the U.S. government.

Information on the cost and how to apply for a U.S. passport is available at the Putnam 
County Clerk’s Website located at www.putnamcountyny.gov.  U.S. citizens may also 
obtain passport information by phone by calling the Putnam County Clerk’s Office at 845-
808-1142 X49273.

Clerk’s Office Gears up for Putnam County Passport Day

Beverly Mattioli
Beverly Mattioli (nee McCue) age 79 

of Mt. Royal, NJ died Friday, March 25.  
Beverly was born and raised in Putnam 
Lake and was a long time Brewster 
resident until moving to Mount Royal, 
NJ to live with her daughter.  She was 
a devoted wife, mother, grandmother 
and friend who treasured time spent 
with her family.  In her free time, she 
enjoyed bowling, crafts, writing poetry, 
and she especially loved animals.

She is survived by her children, John 
and Theresa Mattioli of Roswell, GA, 
Mike and Cheryl Mattioli of Moon 
Twp., PA and Gina and Bob Miller of 
Mt. Royal, NJ; her grandchildren, John, 
Marc, Kristen, Tim, Ray, Emily, Jake, 
Lindsay and Zachary and her sister, 
Pat Stenzel.  Beverly was predeceased 
by her husband, John Mattioli, her 
daughter, Lisa Mattioli, her parents, 
Ambrose and Maureen McCue, and her 
brother, Roger McCue.

Adorino A. Consilvio
Adorino A. Consilvio of Mahopac, 

died peacefully on Monday April 4, at 
the age of 95. He was born in Abruzzi, 
Italy on May 2, 1920. Adorino came to 
the United States as a young boy. He 
served in the US Army during WWII 
and retired as a heating technician with 
Texaco, working in the Bronx. Among 
his pastimes were gardening, which he 
loved, and tinkering around his home. 
He is survived by his children, Louisa 
and Joseph Guadagno of Mahopac 
and Robert Consilvio of Thailand; his 
grandchildren Daniella and Matthew 
and several nieces. His wife Mary died 
on August 5, 2009.

Harriette Strasser
Harriette Strasser, 72, of Carmel, died 

on April 7, at Putnam Hospital.  She 
was born on March 1, 1944 to George 
and Lillian May (McMillan) Williams 

in New York City. On May 20, 1967 
she married Robert “Bob” Strasser 
and they moved to the Carmel area in 
1973.  Before she retired, Harriette was 
a Payroll Clerk for Pepsi in Purchase, 
NY. Then later on she worked part-
time at the Kent Liquor Store in 
Kent.   Always with a smile, Harriette 
truly enjoyed life with all its ups 
and downs. She had a way of making 
everyone she met feel special. She 
always had a kind word to say, listened 
with an open heart and truly cared 
about you as a person.   Harriette was 
a devoted wife, wonderful sister-in-
law, the best Aunt and great-Aunt a 
child could ever have and a friend too 
many. We will all miss her dearly.  She 
is survived by her beloved husband of 
48 years, Bob Strasser.

Ethel McHugh
Ethel McHugh died peacefully on 

April 8th, at the age of 88. She was 

born on November 1st, 1927 in County 
Fermanagh ,Ireland ,to Robert and 
Elizabeth Bradburn (Osborne). She 
married the love of her life, William 
McHugh, on June 6th, 1953, at Mt. 
Hope Methodist Church,in Mahopac. 
She was an avid reader, loved animals, 
and being a grandmother. The most 
important thing in her life was her 
faith in Jesus Christ. She is survived 
by 5 children, Roland McHugh, Brian 
McHugh, Diane Debord, Maureen 
(Tony) Figueiredo, Roberta (Peter) 
McHugh-Condos; 7 Grandchildren, 
Kimberly Hodge, Shannon Fetherolf, 
Lindsey Ellis, Matthew Figueiredo, 
Adam Figueiredo, Nicholas Condos, 
and Kathleen Condos. She is also 
survived by 7 great-grandchildren; 
Jaylind, Serenity, Destiny, Lilly, Sadie, 
and Gabby; and two sisters; Jean 
Smith, and Naomi Cummings. She was 
predeceased by her husband, William.

Obituaries

The Carmel High School Robotic FIRST® FRC Team 5943, also known as “The Bad News Gears” attended the FIRST FRC NY Tech Valley Competition at Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute in Troy NY in mid-March. This was the team’s first competition.  Also known as Varsity Sport for the Mind™, the competition combines the 
excitement of sport with the rigors of science and technology. During the competition, students are challenged to work cooperatively to build and program a robot to 
perform prescribed tasks against a field of competitors.

 “Nineteen students (including 6 females and 13 male students) on the CHS Robotics 
team participated in this year’s competition,” said faculty advisor and CHS technology 
teacher Don Saldicco. Students from all grade levels are on the team.  Mr. Saldicco was 
assisted by Mrs. Jennifer Saldicco, and endorsed by GlobalFoundries, East Fishkill. Mr. 
Glenn Stefanski an engineer with GlobalFoundries, also assisted the team. 

The competition is unique in that participants are encouraged to practice Gracious 
Professionalism® and to help other teams and cooperate while competing – known as 
Coopertition®. “It’s more than building robots,” described Mrs. Saldicco. “Gracious 
Professionalism is one area where the Carmel High School team was exceptional.” For 
their efforts, the team received the Rookie Inspiration award which celebrates a Rookie 
team’s outstanding success in advancing respect and appreciation for engineering and 
engineers, both within their school, as well as in their community. 

To help fund the competition, Carmel Robotics FRC Team 5943 “The Bad News 
Gears” received two Rookie Grants in the amount of $16,000 used for registration 
fees, robot parts, travel costs and marketing expenses. The team also received a $3,000 
donation from Pepsi and a $500 Donation from ALL State Electric V3 Company. The 
budget for a typical FIRST FRC team is $20,000-$26,000 and depends on travel and 
how many competitions the team enters.

“We placed 34 out of 36 teams at this regional level,” said Mr. Saldicco. “But we were 
only one of four Rookie teams. So I would say we did pretty well considering most 
teams have been together for three years or more. This is just the beginning and there 
is much potential for the future,” he added.

Carmel HS Robotics Team Earns Rookie Award at First Competition 

Pictured are: Isabela Yepes, Brandon Miletti, Jared Ortega, Cristina Kobierowski, Logan Saldicco, 
Anna Mederer, Sergio Zgymunt, Will Groundwater, James D’Angio, Gabriel Harrison, Don Saldicco, 
Jeremy Shikarides, Emily Peters, Frank Peters, Jennifer Saldicco and Max Meyers. Not pictured are 
team members Rachel Wahler, Danielle Rubiano, Nicholas Patino, Noah Ullman, Will Hernandez 
and Owen Carmody
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Friends of the Great Swamp (FrOGS), 
the Oblong Land Conservancy (OLC) 
and the Putnam County Land Trust 
(PCLT) are pleased to announce that 
they have formed a collaboration and 
jointly entered into a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) that will lead to 
increased focus on conservation efforts in 
the Great Swamp Watershed.

The Great Swamp, one of the largest 
wetlands in New York State covers some 
6,678 acres and drains a watershed of 
approximately 62,343 upland acres.  
The 20-mile long Watershed lies in the 
Harlem Valley that extends from Brewster 
to Dover and occupies parts of Putnam 
and Dutchess Counties in New York and 
Fairfield County in Connecticut.

Conservation of this natural resource is 
vital for a number of reasons:
•	 It provides the sole recharge facility 

for the aquifer that serves over 40,000 
people in the Watershed

•	 It forms the headwaters of the Croton 
Reservoir System that provides New 
York City with some of its drinking 
water, and 

•	 It provides critical habitat for a wide 
variety of flora and fauna, some of 
which are endangered.
The MOU identifies two specific 

initiatives that will raise public awareness 
of the importance of the Watershed.  The 
first involves the creation and placement 

of signage at the points of entry on the 
principal roads to the Watershed so that 
everyone can become familiar with the 
Great Swamp’s existence and boundaries.  
The second initiative involves the 
development of an educational program 
called Swamp Smart.  This will inform 
watershed residents about the importance 
of the Great Swamp and what each 
individual can do to protect its quality.

Financial support for this collaboration 
was provided by a grant from the New York 
State Conservation Partnership Program 

(NYSCPP) a unique program of the Land 
Trust Alliance and the New York State 
DEC. Funding for priority conservation 
projects and land trust initiatives around 
the State help communities protect water 
quality, wildlife habitat, community 
gardens, working forests and farmland.

OLC and PCLT jointly applied for a 
Catalyst Grant to initiate local and regional 
partnerships and community initiatives 
that will lead to greater engagement 
in, and increased public support for, 
the protection and stewardship of 
environmentally significant lands. 
Conservation Catalyst projects for land 
trusts should engage multiple partners 
and stakeholders, have clearly defined 
outcomes, and advance the land trusts’ 
missions, strategic goals, and programs. 
Funded projects typically involve 

collaboration with local municipalities, 
other land trusts, or other conservation 
partners and to that end FrOGS has 
joined the collaboration to build on the 
work they have undertaken in conserving 
large areas of the Great Swamp.

FrOGS is  an all-volunteer conservation 
organization dedicated to protecting and 
promoting stewardship of New York’s 
Great Swamp. FrOGS pursues this mission 
through Education, Scientific Research, 
and direct Conservation Action.  They 
provide science based information for 
local issues and focus on protecting 
habitat and species of conservation 
concern through collaborative coalitions 
with other organizations.      

OLC is an all-volunteer organization 
based in Pawling that undertakes 
conservation in the greater Harlem 
Valley.  It was founded in 1990 and now 
has approximately 1,100 acres under 
stewardship. 

PCLT is an all-volunteer organization 
based in eastern Putnam County.  Its 
mission is to preserve and maintain for 
the public, open spaces and the natural 
resources within, for the purpose of 
conservation, education and recreation.  
PCLT’s fee properties total 1,058 acres 
and it holds easements on another 138 
acres. 

Local Conservation Groups Promote the Great Swamp Initiative
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Join the area’s largest healthcare system.
The world would be a very different place without nurses. Which is why 
the top nurses deserve a top healthcare system. We have positions open 
for nurse leadership roles and a variety of RN specialties, from ER and 
obstetrics, to ICU and NICU. Competitive pay, great benefi ts and exciting 
opportunities. To learn more and apply, visit healthquest.org/Careers.

 We’re hiring for the most 
 important job in the world:
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Since my marriage, my wife 
and I have owned three homes 
and each of them provided 
for either a two-family or 
an accessory apartment 
arrangement, which, especially 
when we were young, helped 
keep the wolf from the door.  

Once moving to Westchester 
and realizing at a certain point 
that our taxes had more than 
doubled since purchasing our 
home, we could say the rental 
income buffered the sticker 
shock when the tax bill arrived.

Making good use of surplus 
square footage and deriving 
added income are the reasons 
most homeowners consider 
being landlords, but the challenges and 
responsibilities of being on call 24/7 are not 
for everyone. From personal experience, I 
have gathered some advice here for anyone 
considering the purchase of a property that 
would offer a rental income opportunity.

The first step to becoming a landlord 
is to see what the town code allows in 
your municipality. In my town, accessory 
apartments are allowed with a special use 
permit, which remains in effect for three 
years, then must be renewed. There are 
certain restrictions about square footage 
relative to the overall size of the house 

depending on the town. There 
can be other restrictions as 
well. I know at least one couple 
who was disappointed to learn 
that their basement could not 
be converted into a rentable 
apartment because the ceiling 
was too low.

In the suburbs, most 
homeowners with accessory 
apartments are landlords under 
the same roof as their renters. 
Others may live at a separate 
property and may hire a 
property management firm.

The ideal situation is to have 
the renter’s accommodations 
under the same roof, yet as 
private from your own living 

space as possible, with its own entrance 
and outdoor recreation space.  

The most important aspect of finding 
the ideal tenants living under the same roof 
is qualifying them for their credit rating, 
work status and references. The Internet 
has made this easier than when we first 
started renting and has helped us judge 
when prospects seemed like upstanding 
citizens. Luckily, our intuitiveness served 
us well, but today we would recommend 
much tighter scrutiny of prospective 
tenants.

Each applicant 18 years or older should 

be provided a pre-printed form to list his 
or her name, birth date, social security 
number and previous landlord contact 
information for the past two years. 

The form should include the statement 
that indicates you will run a credit check. 
There should also be a signature line when 
the prospect consents to allowing the 
credit check. Some homeowners charge 
the prospect fee for requesting the credit 
report from the bureaus or credit check 
websites such as Experian, TransUnion or 
Equifax. CreditReport.com has an option 
for landlords to receive all three credit 
reports at one time.  

When reviewing the reports, it’s prudent 
to remember that past behavior predicts 
future behavior. Certainly contact the past 
landlord about the prospective tenant and 
any problems there may have been.  

When advertising for tenants, your 
real estate agent will be sure that the ad’s 
language is in compliance with all fair 
housing guidelines. If you are not using 
a real estate agent, be sure to check with 
your lawyer. 

So what’s it like having someone renting 
part of your home? My wife and I have 
been fortunate with our tenants; they have 
almost all been reliable and pleasant. That 
said, they have all been different. Some 
we only saw when they brought over their 
rent check. One of our first tenants in 

our Brooklyn Heights townhouse, which 
we inherited, were pains in the neck, 
leaving the front door to the building 
propped open so their friends could get in 
whenever they wanted. This was New York 
City in the 1970s, so believe me, everyone 
in their right minds wanted their doors 
locked. We had to threaten eviction to get 
them to stop. 

A few tenants became friends. We even 
helped name the first baby of one young 
couple. We would bring in each other’s 
mail and keep an eye on things when either 
they or we were away. If this sounds like a 
warmer relationship than most renters and 
landlords share, probably that is the case 
when there is just one apartment rather 
than multiple units. 

In my next home I will be calling it 
quits as a landlord, having chosen a condo 
where someone else can worry about 
maintenance. But the experience of being a 
landlord has been a source of some interest 
and extra income through the years.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog iswww.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Consumers are 
increasingly aware 
of the nutritional 
and health values 
of unprocessed 
ingredients. They 
are seeking out 
products grown, 
raised or prepared 
as they were for 
centuries before the 

industrialization of food products, before 
the era of chemical fertilizers, herbicides 
and pesticides, and yes, before Genetically 
Modified Organism (GMO) products. 

Before the Industrial Revolution, nature 
dominated the production of food. Man 
reluctantly accepted that a portion of 
the annual crops would be sacrificed 
in the name of the balance of nature. 
Foraging birds and other wildlife were 
symbiotic with man in sharing resources. 
Nature provided insect control and crop 
fertilization; man grudgingly shared his 
harvest with nature.

With the Industrial Revolution in the 
late 18th century came the introduction 
of petroleum-based products that changed 
the landscape, and economies, of our 
planet. New industries emerged that 
catapulted nations and societies into a 
new era of urbanization, innovations in 
manufacturing and the obsession with 
corporate bottom lines. 

Farmers, including vineyard owners, 
seeking to optimize their cash flow, 

reverted to low cost 
practices and enhanced 
financial returns. Man-
made chemical fertilizers, 
herbicides, fungicides 
and pesticides became 
the norm. By the 1960s, 
farmers had succumbed 
to a profit-over-safety mentality. 
American consumers became aware that 
pesticides such as DDT and chlordane 
were dangerous to their health, far 
outweighing the economic benefits touted 
by manufacturers. Chemical fertilizers, 
in addition to causing long-term 
deterioration of soil fertility and tilth, were 
determined to be unhealthy for human 
consumption.   

The 21st century has brought another 
revolution, one that is consumer-led. 
Technology has created a vast, thriving, 
industrial food complex, at times fraught 
with health risks. In the face of this 
juggernaut, consumers have become highly 
educated – and vocal – in demanding 
disclosure of product ingredients and 
processing. Concepts such as natural, 
organic and sustainable have entered the 
lexicon as the underpinnings for making 
healthy food choices.

Today, when the growing numbers of 
informed and diligent consumers prepare 
a meal of the most healthful foods found 
in the marketplace, they sit at the table 
proud of their choices. They may celebrate 
their meal with a glass of wine. Ah, peace 

of mind that the industrial 
food complex has been 
successfully sidestepped. 
But perhaps not.

The recent introduction 
of GMOs has raised 
concerns over the long-term 
negative health effects on 

humans. Compounding this uncertainty 
is a consumer’s inability to identify such 
products, which are proliferating in several 
agricultural markets. Over 80 percent of 
all corn and soy grown in the United States 
today is from genetically engineered seeds.

Another battle between man and nature 
being waged in farms and vineyards 
today is the impact of the unintended 
consequences of the industrial food 
complex. New studies have been 
conducted to determine the impact 
of synthetic agricultural products on 
naturally maintained farms and vineyards. 
The results are not promising.

Natural winemaking has grown 
significantly over the last decade, with 
popular support for the health of vineyards, 
global farmlands, the atmosphere and 
wine consumers. Here’s the rub: natural 
forces may adulterate and affect grape 
crops regardless of man’s effort to insulate 
himself from the influences of industrial 
behemoths. 

Examples abound: shifting winds that 
carry air-borne pesticides and herbicides 
from non-organic vineyards and other 
farmlands to organically sustained 

vineyards; higher-than-normal rains that 
carry atmospheric-trapped contaminants 
across a wide swath of vineyards; runoff of 
contaminated water from multiple sources 
into organic properties and water sources.

The dangers of industrial herbicides and 
pesticides are well documented. Last year 
a French laboratory tested 92 bottles of 
wine and found small (non-lethal) traces 
of pesticides in all 92 bottles, a number 
of which were organically produced. 
Another unrelated laboratory test of 300 
bottles found pesticides in over 90 percent. 

Last week, the results of another study 
were announced. An activist group sent 
a sample of 10 anonymous bottles of 
wine produced from prime northern 
California vineyards to a laboratory for 
testing of glyphosate, the active ingredient 
in the chemical pesticide Roundup. All 10 
wines, including those that were produced 
organically, tested positive.  

In the 21st century, is man in harmony 
or at war with nature? Unfortunately, given 
the long-term influence of the industrial 
food complex, only future generations 
may find out.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

Important Pointers for Homeowners With Space to Rent 

The Plight of Informed and Diligent Wine Consumers

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 041216

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation.

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

continued on next page

ADOPTION
Professional African American couple 
truly want to adopt. Great relatives, active 
lifestyle, huge hearts, adventurous, loving. 
Confidential, allowed expenses paid. Ke-
cia and Devon. 1-866-932-5603

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

FOR SALE
Privacy Hedges - SPRING BLOWOUT 
SALE 6ft Arborvitae (cedar) Reg $129 
Now $59 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. 
FREE Installation/FREE delivery Lim-
ited Supply!ORDER NOW! 518-536-1367 
www.lowcosttrees.com

HELP WANTED
STYLIST WANTED, man or woman, 
following preferred, for a growing salon 
in Katonah. 914 232 5201

Entry Level Heavy Equipment Operator 
Career. Get Trained- Get Certified- Get 
Hired!  Bulldozers, Backhoes & Excava-
tors. Immediate Lifetime Job Placement. 
VA Benefits. National Average $18.00- 
$22.00 1-866-362-6497

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LAND FOR SALE
NATURAL UNSPOILED COASTAL 
PROPERTY- There is a place just hours 
away where you can find abundant natu-
ral beauty, clean air and space. Located in 
Virginia  90 miles south of Ocean City. 
Lots are 3 to 22 acres and priced $60,000 
to $98,000.  All are near the shoreline, 
some with  excellent water views. Ameni-
ties include community dock  and sandy 
beach. Low taxes and a mild climate. Call
(757)442-2171 or email: oceanlandtrust@
yahoo.com, website http://waverlylots.
com

CATSKILLS BARGAIN ACREAGE 31 
acres- $89,900. 39 acres -$99,900. Buy 
BOTH for just $185,000. 3 hrs NY City, 
mtn views, woods, fields! Twn Rd, utils. 
Terms avail! 888-905-8847 NewYorkLan-
dandLakes.com

LAWN AND GARDEN
Privacy Hedge FORSYTHIA (yellow 
flowering)Blowout Sale!! 3-4FT Reg 
$39.00/ea NOW only $6.99/ea FREE De-
livery While Supplies Last. www.Lowcost-
Forsythia.com 844-592-3327

LEGAL NOTICES
THE ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 
OF CLEARSTONE WEALTH STRAT-
EGIES, LLC were filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on February 24, 
2016. Office location: Westchester Coun-
ty, New York. The SSNY is designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
a copy of the process to 45 Knollwood 
Road, Elmsford NY 10573.  Purpose is: 
to operate a financial advisory service and 
wealth management service and to do all 
lawful acts or activities for which limited 
liability companies may be organized.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ARI-
ZONA HOLDINGS GROUP, LLC Arts 
of Org. filed with Sect’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 3/15/2016. Office in Westches-

ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served, SSNY shall mail 
process to: 222 Bloomingdale Rd, Ste 
116, White Plains, NY 10605.  Purpose: 
any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SANDS 
LIGHT CAPITAL, LLC Arts of Org. 
filed with Sect’y of
State of NY (SSNY) on 3/11/2016. Office in 
Westchester County. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served, SSNY 
shall mail process to: 222 Bloomingdale 
Rd, Ste 116, White Plains, NY 10605.  
Purpose: any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LUX 
GLOBAL PARTNERS, LLC. Art. Of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 02/29/2016. Of-
fice in Westchester County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC  upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: United States 
Corporation Agents, Inc., 7014 13th  
Avenue, Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
(“LLC”) ENYGMA BEAUTY AND 
WELLNESS PRODUCTS LLC Articles 
of Organization filed with the Secre-
tary of State of New York (SSNY) on 
112512016. Office Location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY designated as agent 
ofthe LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: The LLC, 8 Castle Heights Place,  
White Plains, NY 10603. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
FAULKNER FABRICATORS, LLC Art. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 12/16/15.  
Office location: Westchester County.  
SSNY has been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: Faulkner Fabricators, LLC,  
74 Lyons Place, Mt. Vernon. NY 10553.  

Purpose: any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LAU-
RENT & ALTIERI, LLC. Art. Of Org. 
filed with Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 
02/05/2016. Office in Westchester County.  
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against  it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 
Genevieve Laurent, 67  Sedgwick Ave-
nue, Yonkers, New York 10705. Purpose: 
any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: 7 
JONES LLC Art  of Org. filed with SSNY 
on February 20, 2015. Office Location: 
Westchester County, SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 53 Post Street, Yonkers, NY 
10705. Purpose: any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ELE-
MENTAL EVENTS, LLC also recognized 
as e2 markets, and e squared markets. as 
filed with Secy. of State of NY(SSNY) on 
1/7/2016. Location: Westchester County.  
Company’s agent for service of process is 
Rocket Lawyer Corporate Services, LLC, 
90 State Street, Suite 700, Box 80, Alba-
ny, New York 12207. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE Notice of Formation 
of Bygone Candle Company LLC filed 
with Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) on 
2/22/2016. Office Location: Westchester 
County. SSNY is the designated agent 
upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: 15 
Winslow Rd, White Plains, NY 10606. 
Purpose: any lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 425 
First Realty, LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with the Secretary of State of 
NY (SSNY) on March 11, 2016. Office 
location: WESTCHESTER County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. The Post 
Office address to which the SSNY shall 
mail a copy of any process against the LLC 
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served upon him/her is: 926 Wynnewood 
Road, Pelham, NY 10803 The principal 
business address of the LLC is: 926 Wyn-
newood Road, Pelham, NY 10803 Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activity

FEDER KNIVES LLC NOTICE OF 
PUBLICATION  Pursuant to Section 
206 of the New York Limited Liability  
Company Law, this is a notice of publica-
tion of Feder Knives LLC, a New York lim-
ited liability company (the “Company”). 
The Company’s Articles of Organization 
was filed with the NewYork Department 
of State on February 10, 2016. The office 
of the Company is located in Westchester 
County, New York. The New York Secre-
tary of State has been designated as agent 
of the Company upon whom process 
against it may be served and the post of-
fice address within this state to which the 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of any 
process against the Company is 725 Hud-
son Avenue, Peekskill, NY 10566. The reg-
istered agent of the Company is Geoffrey 
Feder, 725 Hudson Avenue, Peekskill, 
NY 10566. The Company is a manufac-
turer and seller of custom-made knives.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIM-
ITED LIABILITY COMPANY SHAD-
OW MOSES, LLC. Articles of Organiza-

tion filed with Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 01/14/2016. NY office 
location: Westchester County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
The post office address to which the SSNY 
shall mail a copy of any process against the 
LLC served upon him/her is 424 Central 
Ave 2nd Floor, Peekskill, NY 110566. 
Purpose/character of LLC: 3d Printing 
& Online Retail

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: 
FORMS TO FINISH HOME INSPEC-
TIONS, LLC. Art. of Org. filed with 
SSNY on 03/18/16. Office location: Put-
nam County. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: Forms To Fin-
ish Home Inspections, LLC, 1511 Route 
22, Suite 104, Brewster, NY 10509. Pur-
pose: any lawful purpose.

MISC FOR SALE
KILL BED BUGS & THEIR EGGS- Buy 
Harris Bed Bug Killers/ KIT Complete 
Treatment System. Available: Hardware 
Stores. The Home Depot, homedepot.com

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.

NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

MONEY TO LEND
Get funding now for your small business 
up to $2 million in as little as 2 days. Mini-
mum 2 years in business. Call BFS Capi-
tal: 888-732-6298 or apply online www.
bfscapital.com/nyp

RECRUITMENT
The Arc of Delaware County seeks dy-
namic professionals to lead our nationally 
recognized organization in supporting 
people with I/DD in living personally ful-
filling lives. Positions include: Chief Ser-
vices Officer Speech Pathologist Supervi-
sor/ Life Coach 10 Assistant Director of 
Residential Services House Manager Ap-
ply: www.delarc.org

STORE FOR RENT
HAIR SALON fully equipped for rent ,  
Rt 6,  Mohegan Lake, NY for information 
call 914-282-6602

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry,
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, 
etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 914-
654-1683

CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS 
Up to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Pay-
ment Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices 
Paid!! Call Juley Today! 800-413-3479 
www.CashForYourTestStrips.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
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Wednesday, April 13
18th Annual Hudson Valley Food 

& Wine Experience.  6 p.m.-9 p.m.  
Benefiting the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester.  Women’s Resource Center.   
A TASTING EXTRAVAGANZA.  Food 
& Wine tasting, silent auction and raffle 
drawing.  To benefit the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester Women’s Resource Center 
(WRC); a not for profit organization 
providing services to the community.  
Villa Barone Hilltop Manor, 466 Route 
6, Mahopac.  For more information or to 
make a reservation: Contact the Putnam/
Northern Westchester Women’s Resource 
Center call: 845-628-9284 or email: info@
pnwwrc.org www.pnwwrc.org.  Cost 
$75 per person.  All donations are tax 
deductible to the fullest extent to the law.

Thursday, April 14
Spring Rummage Sale and Gift & 

Thrift Shop Clearence Sale After more 
than 35 years in business, the Gift & 
Thrift Shop is closing -- and we’ve added 
an extra day to the Rummage Sale.  Sale 
Days: Thursday 4/14: 9 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Friday 4/15: 9 a.m.-6 p.m. (half price!), 
& Bag DaySaturday 4/16: 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Donations will be gratefully accepted on 
Saturday 4/9: 3-5PM, Sunday 4/10: 12:30 
p.m.-5 p.m., Monday 4/11 & Tuesday 
4/12: 10 a.m.-6 p.m. or by appointment. 
First Presbyterian Church, 411 Rt. 6N 
(at Secor Rd), Mahopac. For more 
information please call 845-628-2365 or 
email presby411@verizon.net.

Technology Workshops at the Kent 
Public Library.  A series of technology 
related workshops and classes during 
April, guided by the responses to a survey 
filled out by more than 100 people last 
fall.  All classes and workshops are free, 
but registration is required.  The Kent 

Library is located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, 
off of Route 52 in Kent Lakes. 

Walter Dauerer will teach iPhone 
Smartphone Basics:  10:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. A workshop for the smartphone 
latecomer, it will cover dialing with keypad, 
from contacts, favorites and recent, 
managing old calls, communicating with 
face time, both audio and video, social 
media accounts, the control center, quick 
access to flashlight, timer, calculator and 
camera, APPS and navigation of the App 
store.  watching movies and much more. 
The workshop is essentially for the iPhone 
4/4S, 5, 5C, and 5S. running beyond 
iOS 7. Earlier editions do not have all 
of the capabilities covered in workshop.  
Frank Chianca will teach Android 
Smartphone Basics.  He will cover start 
up, settings, apps, call settings, ringtones 
and voicemail, texting, and how to use 
the camera. Please sign up for either the 
iphone or the android smartphone class, 
depending on the kind of smartphone you 
use. Sergio Zygmunt will teach Improve 
Your Computer’s Performance.  12:30 
to 2 pm.  If your computer is slow and 
you would like to make it fast yourself, 
come and attend this  class.  Registration 
is required for all of these workshops.  
Please go to kentlibrary.org and click on 
events and calendar to register, or call the 
library at 845-225-8585

Friday, April 15
Alice in Wonderland: Mahopac 

Middle School Presents.  April 15th at 7 
p.m. April 16th 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets 
available at the door night of events. If you 
have a Mahopac Middle school student 
tickets pre orders are also available. 

Annual Putnam County Legislative 
Forum for People with Disabilities:  
8 a.m. to 11 a.m., at Putnam Hospital 

Center, Michael T. Weber Auditorium, 
670 Stoneleigh Avenue.    All are welcome.  
Join your friends and neighbors as they 
address a panel of federal, state and local 
officials about issues of concern to Putnam 
County residents with disabilities.  For 
more information, please call the Putnam 
County Office for People with Disabilities 
at 845-808-1641, ext. 46019.

Bingo: Knights of Columbus Council 
6318 Ladies Auxiliary.  Try your luck 
at winning a designer bag  Knights of 
Columbus  10 Fair Street Carmel.  (Only 
100 tickets will be sold.  Reserve your seat 
by emailing.  LADIESKOFC@GMAIL.
COM BY APRIL 1ST) Doors open 6 
p.m.  1st game is promptly at 7 p.m.  
Admission is $45 which includes door 
prize ticket,playing 10 games of bingo, (6) 
games per sheet, a dauber, chips and dip, 
and your choice of a glass of draft beer, 
wine or soda Coffee, tea and cake will be 
served. 50/50 and raffle baskets will also 
be sold.  All monies raised goes to local 
charities.  

Auditions for the Musical “Grease” 
Join us for our Summer Mainstage and 
perform in the classic musical comedy, 
“Grease” with the Book, Music and 
Lyrics by Jim Jacobs and Warren Casey! 
Auditions are by appointment ONLY. 
Auditions 7:00-9:00pm and Saturday, 
April 16th from 3 p.m.-7 p.m. at the Studio 
Around the Corner, 67 Main Street, 
Brewster.  The show rehearses intensively 
3 nights a week (Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
& Thursdays) throughout June and July 
only. Tech week takes place July 17th 
through July 21st and performances take 
place July 22nd and July 23rd.  visit www.
SpotlightArtsInc.com or call 845.444.
ARTS

Mahopac Knights of Columbus 
Polish Dinner 3.  6:30 p.m.  161 east 
Lake Blvd. Assorted pierogi, golumpki, 
kielbasa, Salad, desserts, coffee and more 
$15 per adult / $5 kids under 12 Call Mike 
at 914-837-2368 or Ted at 646-232-7103.  
www.mahopacknights.org to reserve a 
table  Sponsored by Rumcaj’s Polish Deli 
proceeds to benefit Knights community 
charities and scholarship fund.  
Saturday, April 16 

Putnam Valley High School 
TheatreWorks Presents:  Me and My 
Girl.  Putnam Valley High School 
TheatreWorks is pleased to present its 
sixteenth Spring Musical, Me and My 
Girl at the Putnam Valley High School 
Performing Arts Center. The students at 
Putnam Valley High School are a major 
component of TheatreWorks. It is the 
students who build the set, the students 
who are the crew and the students who 
manage the play.  PVHS TheatreWorks 
is very proud of this program and 
invites everyone from Putnam Valley 
and surrounding communities to enjoy 
it.  All performances will be held at the 

Putnam Valley High School Performing 
Arts Center, 146 Peekskill Hollow Rd., 
Putnam Valley. Performance dates are: 
Friday, April 15th, 7 p.m.; Saturday, April 
16th, 7 p.m.; Sunday, April 17th, 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $12 for adults, $6 for senior 
citizens and students 18 years and under. 
Tickets can be purchased on our website 
pvcsd.org.  For further information call: 
845-526-7847 x 1369.  

Author, columnist and teacher, 
Dorothy Killackey will guide aspiring 
writers in an “Introduction to Short-Story 
Writing” class to be held at the Brewster 
Public Library from 10 a.m.-11:30 a.m., 
on three consecutive Saturdays: April 16, 
23 and 30. If you always wanted to write 
down your ideas, experiences or feelings, 
but don’t know how or where to begin, 
this class is for you! All are welcome to 
attend- teens, seniors, anyone wanting 
to get started in writing! Class size is 
limited. Registration is required. Students 
must do the required writings and attend 
all three sessions in order to earn their 
“Letter of Course Completion.” For more 
information call the library at 845-279-
6421. 

7th Annual Putnam Adult Team 
Spelling Bee:  Dinner at 5:30 p.m./
Competition at 6 p.m.  Starr Ridge 
Banquet Hall, Brewster. www.pfcsinc.
org/events.php.  Teams of 4 spellers plus 
cheerleaders and spectators are welcome.  
$30 per person includes dinner, soda, 
snacks and dessert. Cash bar for beer 
and wine.  Seating is limited, so register 
early!  Advance registration required.  
Minimum age 18 recommended for 
spellers.  All proceeds benefit the mental, 
social and emotional health counseling, 
community based assistance services 
and substance use prevention and  
treatment programs of Putnam Family & 
Community Services. Contact:  Debbie 
Levin at 845-225-2700 x136 or at dlevin@
pfcsinc.org, or visit website at www.
pfcsinc.org/events.php for registration 
and sponsorship opportunities.prize at 
the final battle. Kids must be Entering 
6th grade in September 2016 - entering 
9th 2016. Registration required. For more 
information or to register contact the 
Patterson Library at 845-878-6121 x10 or 
go to www.pattersonlibrary.org and click 
Calendar.

Marine Corps League Meeting:  
Putnam County Detachment 242. The 
Putnam County Marine Corps League will 
hold its monthly meeting at the Carmel 
VFW Hall, 36 Gleneida Ave. (Rte.52) 
Carmel, NY at 1930.    Our meetings 
are always held on the 2nd Wednesday 
of each month at the VFW Hall. We are 
always looking for new members. If you 
are a U.S. Marine or FMF Corpsmen 
Veteran, Reservist or on Active Duty, we 
welcome you as a Brother. View us at 
www.putnammcl.com. 

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com

Fill the Truck – Carmel Rotary 
Annual Food Drive

On Saturday and Sunday April 16 and 17 , the Carmel Rotary Club will 
once again attempt to – Fill the Truck with groceries at Shoprite, Route 52 
in Carmel, for our local food pantries. The residents of Carmel, Brewster, 
Kent, Patterson, Stormville, Pawling, Mahopac and surrounding towns have 
been exceptionally generous to those in need.  Each year the residents of 
Putnam County have joined the members of the Carmel Rotary Club in this 
worthwhile cause to help those less fortunate.  There are many families in our 
community that find it difficult to adequately feed their families.  

This year the staff and volunteers from the food pantries will take an active 
role in the sorting and delivery of the proceeds of the food drive.  With the 
guidance and experienced direction of Carmel Rotarian George Knochel, 
volunteers from the Brewster Food Pantry, Gilead Church and Putnam 
Community Action Program (CAP) will join students from Carmel High 
School and volunteers from the Carmel Rotary Club to accept and pack the 
non-perishable grocery donations for distribution.    

As in years past there will be entertainment to provide a festive atmosphere 
and to encourage the positive feeling and opportunity to ‘Give Back’.  For 
additional information please call George Knoechel at 845-225-3919.

Submitted by: Patricia Madigan on behalf of the Carmel Rotary Club
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49

Putnam Valley senior Stephanie Wagner and the Tigers were up against it from the get-go in last Wednesday’s 19-7 setback to the 2015 NYS Class B runner-up Somers Tuskers, who were stronger and quicker 
to the ball than the youthful Tigers, who are trying to get back to their Class C Section 1 championship level of  2013 when PV reached the NYS Final 4 with Wagner’s sister Melissa serving as a captain... see 
Girls’ Lax Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Tusker 
Trail 
too Rocky 
for Tigers 
Somers Handles 
Put Valley, 19-7
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Girls LAX NotebookSports

Unbeaten Brewster on Uptick Under 1st-Year Coach DiDio
By Tony Pinciaro

When the Brewster varsity girls’ 
lacrosse coaching position was open after 
legendary coach Gerry Walsh retired, 
senior Ailish Erickson and her teammates 
were hoping for one thing.

The girls wanted their former youth 
lacrosse coach, Sara DiDio, a Brewster 
graduate and former player, to be named 
head coach. Erickson and her teammates 

received their wish and the girls could not 
be happier.

Brewster has responded to Didio with a 
3-0 start, including wins over Wappingers, 
15-6, and Horace Greeley, 16-4, last week.

Many of the current Brewster players 
are youth lacrosse graduates and they 
were coached by DiDio.

“We were really supportive and so 
excited so see her get the position,” said 

Erickson, who will 
attend the University of 
Buffalo in September. 
“Coach DiDio has been 
such an inspiration to 
us. She has really built 
this program and if 
anybody deserved the 
job it was her.

“We all grew up 
being a part of the 
youth program and she 
has helped shape us 
as people and players. 
She’s really helped us 
develop an undeniable 
chemistry.”

DiDio graduated 
from Elmira College 
and returned to 
Brewster where she 
joined Walsh, in 
2008, in building the 
girls’ youth lacrosse 
program. Following 
DiDio’s work, she is 
seeing the graduates 
flourish.

Brewster opened 
the week with the win 
over Wappingers as 

MaryKate Lonegan 
led the offense 
with five goals and 
two assists. Lauren 
Kraft added three 
goals and two 
assists, Taylor Doria 
finished with two 
goals and two assists 
and Dani Regan 
collected four assists 
and a goal.

“I'm proud of how 
the team played as 
many players scored 
their first varsity 
goals and everyone 
contributed to 
the team win,” 
said DiDio of 
the Wappingers’ 
game. “Our 
transitions looked 
solid and defense 
was able to hold 
Wappingers to one 
goal in the second 
half.  Meagan Beal 

had another great game for us and Dani 
Regan had some great assists inside to her 
teammates. Lonegan, Craft, and Doria 
continue to step up on attack.”

Maggie DePaoli paced Brewster against 
Greeley with a hat trick. Doria, Kraft, 
Regan, Lonegan and Beal had two goals 
apiece and Doria registered four assists.

“We get along so well and that has 
given us an advantage,” said Erickson, 
who starts on defense. “We’re so creative 
and spontaneous, and we’re awesome at 
keeping our composure. Everyone is so 
excited to be together really translates on 
the field.”

HEN HUD continued its excellent 
play with victories over Pawling, 18-2, 
and Horace Greeley, 10-4, as the Sailors 
improved to 3-1.

Jenna Richardson finished with four 
goals and Montana Garrett added three 
in the win over Pawling. Anna Rizzo and 
Kamryn Sherman each had a goal and 
two assists and goalie MacKenzie Porter 
collected her 400th varsity save.

Garrett took the scoring honors with 
five goals and Richardson added two in 
the victory over Greeley as the Sailors 
held the Quakers scoreless in the second 

half. 
“Horace Greeley is always a competitive 

game for us,” Hen Hud Coach Mary 
Honovich said. “Our goal was to win the 
majority of 50/50 draws and groundballs. 
We were motivated on offense to finish 
our shots. In the second half we held them 
to no goals and was the motivation for our 
defense.

“At Pawling we wanted to make a 
statement because they are in our league. 
We wanted to stay composed, control 
the game and maintain possession for 
majority of the game.”

SOMERS defeated PUTNAM VALLEY, 
19-7, and Fox Lane, 15-12, to remain 
perfect at 5-0.

Somers and Fox Lane were all even at 
6-6 at halftime before the Tuskers erupted 
in the second half in their league-opener.

Gabby Rosenzweig finished with five 
goals and sister Livy had four goals and 
four assists. Izzy LaRocca added a goal 
and two assists and Emily McCormick 
netted two goals.

Livy Rosenzweig was on fire against 
Putnam Valley with four goals and 
six assists. Teagen Lucchese, Gabby 

RAY GALLAGHER/RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS
In yet another example that girls need helmets in lax, Somers’ Gabby Rosenzweig takes a lick in win 
over Fox Lane.

Somers M Emily McCormack sets up a goal against the defense of  Put 
Valley D Jessica Denike in Tusker win over Tigers.

Somers senior Sydney Ericson gets out on the break in Tuskers’ win over 
Putnam Valley.

continued on page 22
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Baseball NotebookSports

Mahopac Erupts in 6th, Scores 4 in 4-1 Win over Lakeland
Pitchers Ahead of Hitters as Cold Weather Snaps Bats

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

Good pitching and 
shutouts were trending last 
week in the Putnam/NWE 
region. As temps dropped 
last week, the bats went cold. 
But one pitcher defied the 
odds by pitching a gem and 
slamming a game-winning, 
two-run homer to boot. 

Mahopac RHP Brendan 
White had just chucked a 
four-hit, complete game 
during a 4-1 win over visiting 
Lakeland (2-2) last Saturday, 
but the grin on his face 
really widened when asked 
about the stroke that put the 
Indians (2-0) over the top in 
the bottom of the sixth.

“I felt pretty good today,” 
said White, despite the 
freezing temps and occasional 

snowflakes. “I was just 
going up there looking 
for a pitch I could put 
a hurting on. I think it 
was a 3-1 pitch, a two 
seam right down the 
middle, which I was able 
to drive. 

“All my off speed 
stuff I had control of,” 
he said of his pitches. 
“The changeup was a 
little off, so I went to my 
curve ball to get a lot of 
my outs. We just played 
solid defense the whole 
day and our second 
baseman made two great 
plays today, and I love 
the way our pitching 
coach (Myk Lugbauer) 

calls a game.”
Lakeland senior Rick Burroni was 

the only Hornet to do significant 
damage, crushing a go-ahead, run-
scoring double in the fourth to plate 
James Houlihan. It stayed 1-0 until 
the sixth with White and Lakeland 
starter Richie Vetrano waging 
war on the hill. Vetrano fired five 
scoreless frames before tiring in 
the sixth when the Indians touched 
him up for four runs, the big blows 
coming off the bats of White, Joe 
Giorgio (triple, run), Nick Fanelli 
(run), Eric Fox (RBI triple) and Pat 
McGee (RBI sac fly).

MAHOPAC P Anthony Mirditaj 
carried a no-no into the seventh in 
the Indians’ 6-0 win over PANAS last 

Friday. The RHP settled for a one-hitter, 
whiffing four 
and allowing one 
walk over seven 
frames. Mahopac 
SS Pat McGee 
had two RBI, two 
steals and a run. 
Cavaliere had 
two singles, a run 
and an RBI. Six 
different Indians 
crossed the plate.

“Both Anthony 
and Brendan 
were awesome 
this week,” 
Mahopac Coach 
Chris Miller said. 
“Coming out 
of the gates the 
way they did was 
impressive. It is 
just evidence of 
their hard work 
and commitment. 
They are two guys 
who we will rely 
on throughout 
the season and 
they want the ball 
every game. They 
are both Bulldogs 
on the mound.  I 
don't think we can 
expect one hitters 
and only allowing one run every game, 
but I can say they give us a chance to win 
when they are pitching.”

That’s all a coach can ask for…

YORKTOWN has one of the 
filthiest 1-2 pitching combos around, 
or so it would appear, after the 
Huskers improved to 2-0 behind the 
pitching exploits of starter James 
“Sharkbite” Sharkey and reliever Jack 
“Flow” Kelly. Sharkey fanned eight 
Carmel batters in a 5-2 win over the 
Rams, doing so in four innings. He 
allowed just one hit and two walks 
and nary a run. The Rams touched 
Kelly for two runs in three IP on 
account of some wildness (4 BB), 
but the Huskers gave their pitchers 
the necessary support, including two 
runs in the first off Carmel ace Chris 
Palmiero: Jake Bichler (2 hits, 2 runs), 
Matt Boccia (hit, run, RBI), Joe Veca 
(2 runs, RBI), Jan Kluk (RBI) and 
Andy Greene (RBI) were all in on the 
act.

Sharkey is proving that he is way 
ahead of the hitters, having whiffed 
17 batters over right IP, drawing some 
big-time praise from Coach Sean 
Kennedy.

“He has been dominant,” the coach said. 
“He’s 2-0, given up just three hits along 
with the 17K’s.  This is a great kid, and an 

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS
Lakeland C Matt Tuite clearly can’t stand what goes on behind him in 4-1 loss to Mahopac last Saturday.

Mahopac C Greg Cavaliere takes rip in 4-1 win over 
Lakeland.

Lakeland 1B Patrick Morelli nips Mahopac’s Pat McGee in 4-1 Indians’ 
win.

Lakeland captain Rick Buroni celebrates a well-mashed RBI double in 4-1 loss 
to Mahopac Saturday.

continued on page 23
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Boys LAX NotebookSports

Unbeaten Brewster on Uptick Under 1st-Year Coach DiDio
continued from page 20

Yorktown Discards Bronxville, John Jay up Next
Lakeland/Panas Emerges as Legit Class A Title Contender

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

There were some who thought the clash 
between five-time defending Section 1 
Class B champion Yorktown and Class 
C heavyweight Bronxville, winners of 
four-straight from 2011-14, would come 
down to the wire, but Yorktown junior 
attackman Justin Cavallo would have 
none of that. Cavallo, who had three goals 

and one assist in last Thursday’s 9-5 non-
league win over Bronxville, just might 
bear Section 1’s closest resemblance to 
former NBA great Charles Barkley, a 
veritable space-eating scoring machine 
back in his day.

Stout and not particularly fleet of foot, 
Hall of Famer Barkley used his lower half 
to pronounce his presence and deliver 
points in the paint. Using his bulky frame 
to ward off opposing defenders for 13G 
and 4A during a 4-2 start for the Huskers, 
the 5’11” 190-pound Cavallo is about the 
closest thing Section 1 lax has to Barkley, 
the round mound of rebound.

Husker M Dom Cioffi scored twice 
before the half and junior M Kyle 
Casey dropped a goal and two assists as 

Yorktown opened with a 5-0 run. Young 
Jamison Embury set up five goals with 
quality looks.The Yorktown defense, 
poles Tyler Makar, Brett Makar and Jose 
Boyer and G Liam Donnelly, were lock-
down good on defense, limiting the looks 
the 2014 NYS champion Broncos had at 
the cage. 

Yorktown had it going on at both ends 
of the field, something the Huskers (3-1) 
failed to do in a 12-3 loss to Darien a week 

earlier.
From the Who Saw 

This Doming Dept. 
With five goals and 
two assists in a 17-5 
Lakeland/Panas win 
over Horace Greeley 
last Friday and two 
more tallies against 
Mamaroneck Saturday, 
Rebel sophomore Jojo 
Janavey upped his four-
game season totals to 
13G and 4A. A rookie 
with a nose for the 
net, Janavey, the son 
of longtime Section 1 
Coach Lew Janavey (of 

Lakeland/Panas, Somers 
fame), has more goals in 

his first four games than any Rebel rookie 
has had in quite some time. Tim Fallo 
(3G, 3A), Kevin Prunty (3G, 1A) and Joe 
Cortese (2G, 2A) were also instrumental 
in the wins.
NWE/Putnam Fab Five Poll

No.1 YORKTOWN – Coach Marr’s 
Class B Huskers (4-2) certainly had to 
take notice of John Jay’s 11-9 loss to 
nationally-ranked Manhasset, which 
virtually assures the road to the Section 
1 Class B title won’t be the cakewalk 
some were expecting. The preview 
comes in Thursday’s 6 pm regular-season 
showdown at John Jay. P.S. I’m not a big 
fan of these blowout losses to Darien and 
Melville, no matter how good they are.

No.2 LAKELAND/PANAS – Coach 

Lindsay’s Class A Rebels (3-1) got that 
statement win we were waiting for in 
a convincing 14-5 win over reigning 
champion Mamaroneck when Tim Fallo 
had the game of his career with five goals 
and three assists. Cortese (3G, 2A) and 
Prunty (3G, 1A) each turned a trick. 
Starting to think it could be a Fox Lane/
LP finale unless Mahopac figures it out, 
but a disappointing showing over the 
course of the next week could change that 
as Somers, Hen Hud and Mahopac loom 
between April 12-21.

No.3 SOMERS – Coach DeGregorio’s 
Class B Tuskers (4-0) saw Joey Hashmall 
drop three goals on Mahopac in an 8-7 win 
Saturday. Tusker Andrew Lowman caught 
the Indian D napping for the GWG with 4 
to play. Slowly but surely, the Tuskers are 
making believers, and Tuesday’s tilt with 
L/P could get everyone on board as the 
toughest stretch of the season unloads on 
the Tuskers between then and April 23: 
Lakeland, Fox Lane, Rye, Yorktown, John 
Jay, Bronxville #HolyCrow. Go 3-3 and 
we’ll all be on board, 2-4 and there’s still 
hope, 1-5 would make me cranky.

No.4 MAHOPAC – The Coach 

Mohammed/Tanzi-led Class A Indians 
(2-4) are apparently going to make us 
go through another year like last year 
with very modest gains during the 
regular season in the hope of turning it 
on in the end #PlayingWithFire. Four 
fairly close losses have come against 
legit comp; Yorktown, Northport, John 
Jay and Somers, but moral victories 
are for sad saps; am I right, Mr. Foley? 
#DamnStraightIam

No. 5 HEN HUD – Coach Solly’s Class 
C Sailors (2-3) may have righted the ship 
with lopsided wins over Put Valley and 
Greeley, where Mike Smith finally found 
his touch during a 7G effort. The Sailors 
should go at least 5-1 against their next 
six Section 1 foes – Brewster, Lakeland, 
Lourdes, Carmel, Ossining, Wappingers -- 
if they are truly gonna set the coordinates 
straight.

HM BREWSTER – Coach Honey’s 
Bears (2-2) pulled off a mighty big 14-
13 win over Arlington when Jack Guida 
(4G), Kevin Blank (3G, 4A), Luca Riolo 
(1G, 4A) and John Burns (5G) went off on 
the Admirals. Bears can make some hay 
today when they take on host Hen Hud.

Yorktown sophomore pole Brett Makar clears zone in impressive win 
over host Bronxville last Thursday.

BOB CASTNER/RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS

Rebel captain Kevin Prunty was one of  three L-P players to bag a hat trick in rout of  defending champion 
Mamaroneck Saturday.

Rosenzweig and LaRocca each had three 
goals and Sydney Ericson and Katie 
Campbell collected two goals and an assist 
apiece for the defending two-time champs.

MAHOPAC rebounded from a loss to 
Lakeland/Panas to eclipse Our Lady of 
Lourdes, 14-5, and Arlington, 13-7. The 
Indians are now 3-1.

Briana Corace led the offense against 
Lourdes with four goals, Gabby Light 
added three goals and Diana Good and 
Ali Korin each contributed two goals and 
three assists.

Korin scored a team-leading four 
goals and Corace finished with two goals 
and an assist against Arlington. Katie 
McDonough contributed two goals and 
Tara Ravoli had a goal and two assists.

“We had a long layoff since the last 
game that really helped us but some 
things together after the Lakeland/Panas 
loss,” said Mahopac coach Jim Lieto of 
the Arlington game. “When faced with 
another team making a comeback run 
at 8-6, the team showed they were more 
prepared and responded by playing great 

defense that spurred a five-goal offensive 
run.

  “We’ve been battling with Arlington 
for the past year so it is great to go to their 
school and come away with a victory. Last 
year, they defeated us on their field so the 
upperclassmen were determined to make 
sure the team was ready to play their best.”

LAKELAND/PANAS had a relaxing 
week with only one game, but the Rebels 
responded with an 18-11 victory over 
Wappingers as Katie Bradbury netted six 
goals. Carlyn Mucci chipped in with four 

goals and four assists.
“We did a great job after some 

adjustments with our draw controls with 
Cayci Hill and Carlyn Mucci being a 
large part of that,” Lakeland/Panas coach 
Rebecca DiSisto said.

The Rebels will not have time to chill 
this week as they play Horace Greeley, 
Ossining and Putnam Valley.

Putnam Valley had one game, a 
19-7 loss to Somers as Emma Rippin,  
Jackie Phillips and Maddie Deegan each 
had two goals. 
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Somers’ DeMatteo Snags NYS Power of Influence Honor
Sports

Mahopac Erupts in 6th, Scores 4 in 4-1 Win over Lakeland
continued from page 21

The average roster 
size of most Section 
1 Class A football 
teams is around 30-35 
players these days, but 
the influence of one 
Tony DeMatteo has 
the Somers High roster 
flowing with over 
50 players regularly. 
That is the Power of 

Influence in a nutshell, 
and that is the primary 

reason why DeMatteo is potentially sitting 
upon additional national recognition 
after recently receiving the NYS Power 
of Influence award and thus becoming a 
national finalist in the days ahead.

The American Football Coaches 
Foundation honor is bestowed to those 
coaches who have consistently embodied 
positive influencing and unwavering 
responsibility throughout his/her coaching 
career. The NYS High School Coaches 
Association saw this as an opportunity 
to nominate the Yonkers-born DeMatteo 
with the honor, as his coaching exploits 
-- including the NFL's 2003 Coach of the 
Year honor – expand far beyond Section 1. 
Congrats, Coach!

Picked as one of top eight coaches in 
America by National High School Coaches 
in 1997, DeMatteo has won more football 
games than any coach in Section 1 history 
(322, most among active coaches in NYS). 
His influence has a binding effect on 
current and former players, as his “Family 
First” approach forges a genuine, mutual 
respect among the student athletes, from 

the star player to the role player.
With the Dapper Don of Section 1 now 

in his mid-70s and nearing the end of his 
47-year coaching career, we’re seeing not 
just the end of an era these days… we’re 
seeing the expiry of a platform; whereby 
old-school coaches 
called ALL the shots, 
high school sports 
came before “Club/
Travel” and parental 
involvement was held 
at bay. 

Two of his sons, 
Dominick DeMatteo, the head football 
coach at Arlington, and Anthony, an 
assistant coach at Somers, are up against 
it while trying to carry on the DeMatteo 
legacy as the times continue to change and 
Xbox and Legos steal America’s youth of 
the sandlot era many of us grew up in. But 
if anyone can hold it together, it’s these 
two guys, and Tony’s disciples, which total 
to nearly 40 former assistants who went 
on to be head coaches or college assistants.

But it gets tougher every year with high 
school athletes taking different paths to 
their next-level dreams and administrative 
interference; from the power-wielding 
school boards to meddling administrators 
caving to parental pressure… 

Just look around us, as I digress. What’s 
happening at Croton and Putnam Valley 
within the last few months is of great 
concern to me. I know we’re talking about 
a couple of “smallish” Class B schools who 
are in a numbers crunch for participants, 
but the rash of athletic programs that are 
being dropped is sad to see. 

Croton will not field a varsity football 
team this year, just five years removed from 
winning three sectional championships in 
four years and appearing in two NYS title 
games from 2008-11 under Coach John 
‘Big Cat’ Catano, who has applied for the 

vacant varsity football coaching 
position at Put Valley due to the 
departure of former boss Matt 
Mello (Metallica voice: Sad but 
True!).

Meanwhile, Putnam Valley, 
which once considered itself a 
dominant “lax school” -- with its 

three sectional titles and six championship 
appearances from 2004-2010 -- has no 
junior varsity lacrosse program this spring, 
and PV was recently forced to cancel its 
modified baseball season due to a lack of 
participants; allegedly several PV players 
opted to play for their spring travel team 
over the school’s team, which is alarming. 
This, just months after the Valley shut 
down its junior varsity football operation 
in mid-stream last September, so, yeah, 
I’m a little bit concerned as to what my PV 
brethren are doing these days.

Are we witnessing a cyclical downturn 
in participation or are we entering a crisis 
period, whereby expensive travel teams 
are the choice of the elite players over their 
school team? 

I’ve long dreaded the amalgamation 
of “Club/Travel Baseball” into the 
spring school season. Not because these 
academies aren’t worthy institutions with 
top-flight instructors and ideology, but 
because too much baseball – like playing 
on a school team and a club team at the 

same time – isn’t good for anybody, 
especially pitchers.

I’m not suggesting by any means 
that these travel/club programs aren’t 
producing effective baseball players or 
teaching methods, but I’m pretty good at 
reading the writing on the wall and the tea 
leaves tells me that more and more elite 
players are going to consider playing for 
their club team over their school team. 
And when/if AAU basketball goes viral 
in the winter and infiltrates like travel 
baseball has in the spring and club soccer 
has in the fall; that is the beginning of the 
end, my friends. If lacrosse doesn’t kill 
high school baseball in these parts, the 
tarantula within just may, and before long, 
some high school sports programs could 
resemble rec ball…

#HashTags -- The ascension of 
Mahopac’s Steve Santini from Brewster Ice 
Rink rat to Kennedy Catholic to a national 
championship at BC a week ago to the New 
Jersey Devils, where he debuted with a +2 
in nearly 15 minutes of action in Saturday’s 
5-1 win over Toronto, has been one of the 
quickest we’ve ever seen from Putnam 
County prep to full-blow professional 
#SimplyAmazing #TheGreatSantini…

Get well, Mr. Bill Casey! Fight this 
bad hand you’ve been dealt and kick the 
crap out of cancer, my friend. Here’s to 
seeing you back on the Ossining baseball 
diamond before long. One of the really, 
really good guys out there teaching our 
student athletes both on and off the field, 
you deserve a better fate, Mr. Bill, and so 
does everyone and anyone fighting this 
insidious disease #KickAssY’all. 

Direct 
Rays

awesome team mate. I’m really happy for 
him!”

CROTON P Chris Colombo (9 K’s) 
nearly fired a complete game one-hitter, 
but was relived after 6 1/3 innings. Slugger 
Scott Giordano went 2 for 4 with three 
RBI in the 8-1 win over Hastings.

OSSINING P Keenan Grimley might 
be one to keep an eye on after shutting 
out a highly-touted Greeley club, 8-0. 
Grimley threw a complete game, allowing 
six hits and no walks with six whiffs. He 
supported his own cause by going 2 for 3 
with a stolen base and a run scored for the 
upstart Pride (4-0), who have dedicated 
their season to affable Coach Bill Casey as 
he fights his bout with cancer. Luis DeJesus 
(3-4) and Bob Dipillo each had two RBI. 
In a 3-1 win over Carmel, Ossining hurler 
Tim Eidem allowed just six hits and Mike 
Laitman got the save. Luis DeJesus and 
Christian Naccari each had RBI hits.

BREWSTER (3-0) chucker Devin 
O’Connor was another to pitch a complete 
game, regularly putting a bench under 

the Sailors with five strikeouts in a 5-0 
shutout of Hen Hud. Bear Rob Peifer 
went 2 for 3 with an RBI. The Bears have 
also defeated Put Valley and Lourdes 

during a steady start.
LAKELAND senior P Burroni (4 K’s) 

pitched a two-hitter in a 6-0 win over 
struggling Putnam Valley, which has 
scored just four runs in three losses and 
can’t hit a lick right now. Matt O’Dair 
knocked in two runs for the Hornets while 

speedy, contact-hitting Dom Dellicurti 
singled home a run and scored. Charlie 
Pagani double home PV’s lone run. 

HEN HUD is 3-1 after Danny Wiemar 
knocked in three runs and scored twice 
in an 8-3 win over Yonkers. Jack Attinelly 
had two hits and two runs for the Sailors.

The weather outside was frightful as Lakeland’s 
James Houlihan and the Hornets suffered a 4-1 
loss to Mahopac last Saturday.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports 
Editor 

Balloons & Party on Westbrook
   (Formerly Party Stop)

 Communions • Confirmation
Graduations 

Or any occassion, gathering or celebration
  Balloons • Balloon Decorating

Balloon Delivery 
Car Bows. Pew Bows. Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies

2 Westbrook Drive Cortlandt Manor • 914 528-0500
Wholesale distributor to Bakeries-Deli-Restaurants and More!

Film-Foil-Paper and Plastic Bags-Utensils
Paper and Foam Cups-Take Out Containers
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Mahopac senior P Brendan White did a little bit of  everything in the Class AA Indians’ 4-1 win over visiting Lakeland last Saturday, including firing a four-hit, complete game gem on the mound and hitting a clutch 
two-run, game-winning dinger (inset) in the bottom of  the sixth to vanquish SS Trevor McCarthy (7) and the Class A Hornets... see Baseball Notebook

Mahopac
 Hurler Fires 

4-Hitter, Strokes 
2-Run Bomb in 

4-1 Win

White Trashes 
Lakeland!


