
By Arthur Cusano
New York State Sen. Terrence 

Murphy is defending himself after an 
investigation by a local daily newspaper 
found his family-owned restaurant 
owed more than $100,000 in back taxes 
and raised questions over the first-term 
senator’s tax filings.

An investigation by The Journal 
News reported that the establishment, 
Murphy’s Irish Restaurant in Yorktown 
Heights, owed just over $117,000 in 
back taxes and had not paid any town 
property taxes since early 2013.

The Journal News article also reported 
that Murphy hid his ownership in two 
separate corporations: one that owned 
the liquor license and another that 
served as the landlord. The property is 
assessed at $1.16 million, with Murphy 
owning 30 percent, or $350,000. Tax 
liens have been placed on the property 
for 2013 and 2014, according to Wilson’s 

article.
A second article by The Journal News 

alleges that Murphy did not name four 
other corporations under his name 
unrelated to the restaurant and that he 
under-reported his family income by 
almost 70 percent and under-reported 
his commercial real estate by more than 
$4 million. 

Murphy said he was not aware of the 
owed taxes and said Patrick Murphy, 
his brother, handles the day-to-day 
operations of the popular town bar.

Murphy’s Chief of Staff Matt Slater 
called the allegations “old news,” and 
said any mistakes would soon be 
corrected. 

“Almost a month ago, the Murphy 
family publicly acknowledged that their 
family restaurant exercised the legal 
option to pay their overdue taxes late 
with interest and penalties, a situation 
the restaurant’s business manager, 

Patrick Murphy, has confirmed multiple 
times,” Slater stated. “After the Senate’s 
ethics training session for Senators 
last week, Senator Murphy proactively 
approached the Legislative Ethics 
Commission to review his financial 
disclosure. The issue with Senator 
Murphy’s disclosure report is that of 
form over substance. 

Slater said the property in was listed, 
but was listed in the wrong section, 
which he said was confirmed to the 
reporter by the bipartisan Legislative 
Ethics Commission.

Following his 40th State Senate 
District Veteran’s Wall of Fame induction 

twitter.com/ExaminerMediaFREE
March 8 - March 14, 2016 SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS Volume 8, Issue 363

Serving All of Putnam County

By Arthur Cusano
The Putnam Valley Town Board 

voted overwhelmingly to cancel public 
hearings on two controversial local laws 
involving rental property registration 
law and certificates of occupancy.

At a March 2 special board meeting 
members of the board voted 4-1 to end 
any further discussion on the two laws, 
with Supervisor Sam Oliverio being 
the lone vote for allowing the public 
hearings to move forward.

Both laws had been discussed by the 
town board under previous supervisor 
Robert Tendy.  Oliverio said he wanted 
to give the public a chance to comment 

on the two laws, even though he believed 
both were seriously flawed. 

“I personally did not like either of 
them,” Oliverio said. “But because there 
was a public hearing on the rental law 
and the certificate of occupancy law 
was discussed among the supervisor 
and board members, I brought them 
forward.”

The first law gave the building 
inspector the right to inspect rental 
properties for a various deficiencies, but 
drew criticism for being too onerous. 
Oliverio said he would like to see a 
simpler law that just required rentals to 

Putnam Valley Board 
Nixes Proposed Rental, 
Occupancy Laws 

PROVIDED PHOTO
On Feb. 20, 28 dancers (including some of  the dancers pictured above) from Seven Star School of  
Performing Arts had the opportunity to take a ballet master class at the Ballet Academy East (BAE) 
in New York City. The dancers were taught by members of  the BAE faculty.  Afterwards, students 
attended the BAE Dance Workshop Performance, which was performed at Ailey Citigroup Theater. 
Anita Intrieri-DiTomaso, Seven Star School’s Ballet Director and former BAE Faculty member, 
organizes this annual field trip. Offering master classes to students allows them to learn from 
different teachers with diverse teaching styles and experiences. They come back and apply what 
they have learned. This is a great opportunity to take class in a prestigious ballet school and then to 
observe quality classical ballet technique. “It is heart warming to see a group of  our students taking 
classes in a NYC ballet school,” states Seven Star School co-owner Donna Aravena. “It gives them 
the ability to see what could be in their future.” For more information programs offered at Seven 
Star School of  Performing Arts visit them at www.SevenStarSchool.com or call 845-278-0728.

Area Dancers Attend Ballet 
Master Class in NYC

continued on page 2

Murphy Defends Himself in Tax Spat Over Family Restaurant

ARTHUR CUSANO PHOTO
State Sen. Terrence Murphy was the subject of  
an investigation by The Journal News over unpaid 
property taxes for his family restaurant and 
recent tax filings.continued on page 2
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ceremony Thursday at Mildred E. Strang 
Middle School in Yorktown, Murphy 
said his family would pay the money 
back as soon as they can.

“My brother Pat’s in charge of it 
and I’m busy between Albany and my 
chiropractic business and my three little 
kids, but that’s no excuse,” Murphy said. 
“The bottom line is that it’s a family 
owned business and we’re behind on our 
back taxes and we have all intentions of 
paying for it. Unfortunately we can’t do 
it tomorrow but we’ve been working on 
it.”

Murphy said he believed the report 
was politically motivated.

“Some people like to pour salt on a 
wound,” Murphy said. “If they wanted 
to embarrass our family, well, God bless, 
they’ve done a good job.”

Both of Murphy’s Democratic 
rivals took aim at the senator over the 
allegations. Andrew Falk of Patterson 
called for Murphy to step down from 
the Senate Ethics Committee.

“Terrence Murphy is on the Senate 
Ethics Committee where he should be 
a watchdog, not a potential subject of 
investigation himself,” Falk stated in 

a release. “I call for him to step down 
from the committee or be removed. 
An investigation on why he filed 
false financial documents should be 
conducted. Not listing six corporations 
where the Senator’s financial interest in 
total is more than two million dollars 
begs the question, what is Terrence 
Murphy hiding and why did he work so 
hard to deceive the public? The public 
deserves ethical and honest elected 
officials and Terrence Murphy failed on 
both counts.”

Fellow Democratic State Senate 
candidate Debbie Carter Costello of 

Cortlandt stated she was outraged by 
the report.

“It is a slap in the face to the residents 
of the 40th Senate District that Terrence 
Murphy feels he is above the law by 
not paying $117K in taxes, and did 
not report his own outside income 
as required by law, even after Senator 
Skelos and Speaker Silver were convicted 
on charges related to their own outside 
income,” Costello stated.

Costello, a current Cortlandt 
councilwoman, said she would not 
accept any outside income if elected 
next November.

Murphy Defends Himself in Tax Spat, Blames Brother for Delinquency
continued from page 1

PREVENTING COLORECTAL CANCER
Discover the easy steps that could save your life...

Watch Dr. Wishner describe treating colorectal cancer with the 
da Vinci Robot at www.nwhroboticsurgery.org/DrWishner

Jerald Wishner, MD, FACS, FASCRS
Director, Institute for Robotic & Minimally Invasive Surgery
Director, Colorectal Cancer Program
Northern Westchester Hospital
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400 East Main Street | Mount Kisco, NY 10549 | 914.666.1200 | www.nwhc.net

Ask the Doctor

Did You Know? 
80 percent of deaths from 
colorectal cancer could be prevented 
if everyone 50 and older had a 
regular screening test.*

Q: Is a colonoscopy uncomfortable? 

A: Not at all. During the procedure, which typically takes 20 to 30 minutes, you are 
placed in a state of conscious sedation under the management of an anesthesiologist. 
You go gently to sleep and have no pain or awareness of the procedure. There are 
also ways to make the day-before prep less of a trial. Talk with your doctor about 
such options as flavor packets for the liquid, and replacing the liquid with pills. Try 
refrigerating the liquid and drinking it chilled over ice, which many of my patients 
find easier.

Q: Can colorectal cancer be cured?

A: Thanks to colonoscopy screenings, we are finding this cancer at an earlier stage, 
and that is greatly improving survival. In addition, technological advances in the
treatment of colorectal cancer are resulting in significantly better outcomes.  
*Colon Cancer Alliance

Q: Am I at risk for colorectal cancer?  
A: An estimated 90 percent of all colorectal cancers (cancer of the colon or rectum) 
occur in people age 50 and older. So, in a sense, everyone is at risk simply by reaching 
that milestone birthday. Besides age, risk factors include prior colon cancer, a family 
history of colon cancer or other cancers, colonic diseases or GI problems. Now 
consider, if everyone 50 and older had a regular screening test, 80 percent of deaths 
from colon cancer could be prevented.

Q: What can I do to help prevent colon cancer?    
A: Get a colonoscopy. It’s just that simple. A colonoscopy is considered the gold 
standard for colorectal cancer screening and surveillance. During the screening, we 
look for cancer and remove any potentially pre-cancerous growths called polyps. 
For people with no risk factors, current guidelines call for screening every 10 years 
starting at age 50. If polyps are found, you will be given a personalized screening 
regimen. Most cancers take six to eight years to develop from the time a polyp begins 
to grow. Theoretically, as long as you follow the customized regimen prescribed, 
you should never get colon cancer. The death rate from colorectal cancer has been 
declining for more than 20 years, largely due to the effectiveness of screening.

be up to state fire safety code standards.
The second proposed local law 

required a homeowner to have their 
home inspected before they could sell 
it. That too was onerous, Oliverio said.

“There is not a building in this town, 
including the one I live in, that is up to 
standard code,” he said. “My house was 
built in 1974. They revised the state 
building codes in 2010.”

Oliverio said he wants a law requiring 
the building inspector to inspect a 
home before it is sold to ensure that 
no illegal additions, such as a garage 
or deck, were built. He said some 

homeowners purchase homes with 
illegal occupancies and are forced to get 
a permit and in some cases paying for 
repairs in order to get the home up to 
code. 

Title companies sometimes don’t 
check homes and realtors often do not 
tell potential homebuyers about such 
issues, he said.

Board members scuttled the rental 
law with little discussion, but the 
certificate of occupancy law drew more 
discussion.

Councilman Steve Mackay argued 
the certificate of occupancy law was 
unnecessary, since state law already 

covered safety issues the law was aimed 
at addressing. Councilwoman Jackie 
Annabi agreed the law was not needed 
and would be another unnecessary layer 
of government. 

 “We have New York state laws that 
cover everybody’s household. We have 
title companies, we have banks, we have 
attorneys, we don’t need that,” Annabi 
said.

Councilman Louie Luongo said he 
felt some kind of law was needed, but 
that it would be better to start from 
scratch than try to work with the current 
draft. That sentiment was echoed by 
Councilwoman Wendy Whetsel, who 

said the topic needed more discussion.
The board will hold a public hearing 

on March 9 at 6 p.m. on a nonconforming 
structure law to allow residents to 
renovate their entire basement or attic 
space with a permit but without the 
need for planning board approval.  
That public hearing was unanimously 
approved by the board. 

Current town law restricts residents 
from finishing more than 20 percent 
of a space before needing planning 
board approval. The change is aimed at 
helping residents save time and money 
and reducing the number of cases before 
the planning board.

Putnam Valley Board Nixes Proposed Rental, Occupancy Laws
continued from page 1
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By David Propper
School might be out for summer a 

little longer in Brewster this year, as 
impending construction should prove 
to provide plenty of activity on the 
district’s campus even without students.

There are a number of projects 
confirmed to start over the summer, 
Kevin Sawyer of Triton Construction 
reported to the Brewster Board of 
Education last week. Bids would be 
put out for the high school project, 
the administrative office project and 
concession stand project next month, 
and then CV Starr Intermediate School 

and JFK Elementary School, Sawyer 
revealed, with the hope of construction 
taking place over the summer. 

Henry Wells Middle School is the 
only school in the district that won’t see 
substantial work on it. 

Sawyer’s team has been meeting with 
various departments and staff to nail the 
planning down with what’s taking place, 
where staff will shuffle to during work, 
and what’s to be expected once school 
resumes in September. 

Sawyer urged the school board 
and administrative office to make the 
summer vacation as long as possible. 

 “If there’s a possibility of extending a 
single day or two or five of the summer 
for us to do work it would benefit not only 
the construction in a great way,” Sawyer 
said. “You have certain expectations of 
what the buildings are supposed to look 
like in September when the kids come in 
and it takes a lot to do that.” 

Superintendent of Schools Tim 
Conway, who will retire at the end of 
the school year, said originally, because 
of layoffs at the state Department of 
Education that need to approve the 
plans, it didn’t look like much work 
could be done this summer, but project 
architect Russ Davidson assured him 
projects would be green-lighted for the 
summer months. 

Conway recommended Sep. 6 as 

the date teachers can get into their 
classroom to set up and students would 
report on Sep. 7.  Without construction, 
that proposed schedule would usually be 
pushed up a week, Conway noted. 

In order to make up for the extra week 
of summer, Conway said February break 
would only be one day and Memorial 
Day would only be the Monday the 
holiday falls on. Conway urged the 
school board to approve the calendar 
at its March 8 meeting because parents 
are beginning to call about next year’s 
schedule to make summer vacation 
plans. 

“It’s clear to expand the summer 
vacation as much as we can is really 
important,” Conway said. 

Brewster Makes Case for More 
Buses

After getting new school buses the last 
three years, the Brewster Central School 
District revealed plans to obtain another 
eight school buses next year, pending 
voter approval in May. 

District Business Administrator 
Victor Karlsson made the case during 
the Board of Education’s March 1 
meeting. With an aging bus fleet that 
could see several buses out of service 
sooner than later, the district has plans 
to obtain a variety of buses over the next 

several years, including eight new buses 
for next year.  

Those eight buses include two 
66-passenger buses, three 20-passenger 
buses, and three 7-passenger buses that 
would be purchased after the district 
borrowed $490,000. State aid would 
contribute 43.5 percent of the cost and 
first of five annual payments would start 
in 2017-18, not next school year. The 
projected annual cost would be $58,719 
and the annual cost for Southeast and 
Patterson homeowners would be $5, and 
$4, respectively. 

The necessity to bring in more buses 
is the result of more than 20 vehicles 
in the bus fleet that are nearing the end 
of their life expectancies, according to 
Karlsson. He referenced how 23 buses 
were purchased in 2000-01 and then 
another 16 and 15 buses were purchased 
in 2005-06 and 2007-08, respectively. 
But no buses were bought from 2010-11 
to 2013-14.

Brewster School Board Talks Upcoming Construction, New Buses
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By Martin Wilbur
As a freelance hairstylist, Asia Gonzalez-

Dent visits women in communities 
throughout Westchester to help them 
look and feel their best.

At least twice a month Gonzalez-Dent 
spends her day in a far different setting 
but the goal remains the same. 

On those days she travels to the Walter 
Hoving Home, a faith-based residential 
rehabilitation program in Garrison, 
volunteering to cut and style the hair of 
women who are former prostitutes or 

have battled alcoholism or drug addiction 
and are trying to get their lives in order.

“It’s a labor of love, it’s something that I 
feel really positive about,” said Gonzalez-
Dent, a nine-year Bedford Village resident 
who operates her mobile salon service 
Lift Hair Studio. “The old adage of whom 
much is given, much is required, I feel like 
it’s only right.” 

On a typical visit to Walter Hoving, 
which houses up to 70 women, Gonzalez-
Dent may work on the hair of 10 to 15 
residents who have signed up for her 

services in advance.
The idea came as a result of a bible 

study class she has attended at Hillside 
Church in Armonk. Associate Pastor 
Beth Graham, who teaches the class, and 
formerly ran the parenting program at 
Walter Hoving, approached Gonzalez-
Dent about volunteering.

A short time later Gonzalez-Dent, 
48, and her husband, a veteran NYPD 
captain, attended a fundraising gala for 
the home in the city and was impressed 
with the organization. It also runs similar 
residences in Las Vegas and Pasadena, 
Calif. 

She thought she could make a difference 
and worked with Walter Hoving Program 
Director Beth Greco to organize a 
makeshift salon that was little more than 
a table, chair and mirror.

“The idea for me was as a woman, if 
you don’t feel good about how you look – 
they’re already low with their self-esteem 
– and if they’re coming in there feeling 
demoralized and they then don’t look 
good, that can really block them from 
healing or receiving the help that they 
need,” Gonzalez-Dent said.

On Feb. 27, following an effort that 
she spearheaded, Gonzalez-Dent opened 
a small but full-fledged salon at Walter 
Hoving, believing that it will continue 
to help lift the residents’ spirits. She now 
plans to visit weekly. Bible study classmate 
Jennifer Cassidy helped Gonzalez-Dent 
locate contractors for the build-out and 
Greco helped supervise the work with her.

Greco said Gonzalez-Dent’s 
contributions to the residents far 
exceed what might be expected from a 
volunteer. She not only gives freely of her 
professional time but takes to heart the 
mission of the facility.

“Coming here as a volunteer, she helps 
everyone add value to their life,” Greco 
said.

While some people in her position 
might be hesitant to associate with the 
residents, Gonzalez-Dent has had no 
reluctance. She grew up in the melting 
pot of Manhattan’s Lower East Side and 
encountered people with some of the same 

issues as the Walter Hoving residents. 
It was also a way she and her husband 

could stress the importance of community 
service to their 11-year-old son.

“We want to instill in him a sense of 
service and make him aware he’s really 
quite lucky and not everybody is quite 
as lucky,” Gonzalez-Dent said. “We came 
from humble beginnings and we want 
to remind him in as positive a way as 
possible that there are people out there 
who need help.”

Volunteering is nothing new for 
Gonzalez-Dent. She described her father 
as a community activist, working with 
neighborhood youth in the city. Since 
moving to Westchester, Gonzalez-Dent 
has opened her home to children who 
have mothers incarcerated at Bedford 
Hills Correctional Facility for weekly 
visits in the summer and is a volunteer at 
the Ken Hamilton Caregivers Center at 
Northern Westchester Hospital.

A cosmetology school graduate, 
Gonzalez-Dent said she was naturally 
drawn to fashion as a child, someone 
who would always style her friends’ hair. 
While she took some college courses, it 
was beauty and fashion that she was most 
passionate about.

Gonzalez-Dent worked for various 
hair salons, then opened her own in 
Astoria, Queens. Although she recently 
discontinued that establishment, she 
still rents a chair at an Astoria salon on 
weekends where she maintains plenty 
of customers. It also helps her keep a 
connection to the city.

Moving forward, Gonzalez-Dent hopes 
to expand the services she provides 
to Walter Hoving’s other locations. As 
important as improving the residents’ 
appearance, she also makes sure she 
exhibits compassion and serves as a non-
judgmental sounding board for them.

“I not only try to help them look better, 
but I let them know that somebody cares 
and is listening,” she said.

For more information on the Walter 
Hoving Home or to donate, visit www.
walterhovinghome.org.

Hairstylist Adds Value to the Lives of Recovering Residents

PHOTO PROVIDED
Asia Gonzalez-Dent, who visits residents and volunteers at Garrison’s Walter Hoving Home, a rehabilitation 
program for women, where she styles their hair at no cost. On Feb. 27, the residence opened a small 
salon that Gonzalez-Dent helped build.
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By Arthur Cusano
Gov. Andrew Cuomo is calling for 

an immediate halt to work on the 
Algonquin Pipeline following a series of 
environmental concerns at the Indian 
Point nuclear power plant in Buchanan.

A host of agencies, including the New 
York Division of Homeland Security 
and Emergency Services, the Public 
Service Commission, the Department 
of Environmental Conservation and the 
Department of Health, issued a letter on 
Cuomo’s behalf Monday calling on the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

(FERC) to immediately halt construction 
of the Algonquin natural gas pipeline 
until a comprehensive safety review is 
completed.

“The safety of New Yorkers is the first 
responsibility of state government when 
making any decision,” Cuomo said in 
a Feb. 29 press release. “Over the past 
several months there have been a series 
of serious incidents at the Indian Point 
Nuclear Facility, which my administration 
is investigating.

“At the same time, the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission has approved 

a natural gas pipeline in close proximity 
of Indian Point. I am directing my 
administration to commence an 
immediate independent safety analysis of 
the natural gas pipeline project and until 
that occurs, we urge the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission to suspend the 
project.”

State agencies are conducting an 
investigation into several recent plant 
failures, including multiple unplanned 
shutdowns, a transformer fire and a 
radioactive tritium leak that caused 
groundwater radioactivity levels to rise 

more than 65,000 percent. 
The announcement comes less than 48 

hours after a vigil was held late Saturday 
afternoon outside Cuomo’s Bittersweet 
Lane home in New Castle by a group of 
40 people from Healing and Protecting 
our Land Together Through Prayer. The 
new group has about 150 members and a 
Facebook page.

Group spokeswoman Paola Dalle 
Carbonare of Croton-on-Hudson said 
she was thrilled to see immediate action 
being taken.

“We’ve already seen results in that 
Cuomo has decided to step up,” Carbonare 
said. “We are very happy he has come 
aboard.”

Spectra Energy spokesperson Marylee 
Hanley said the Algonquin pipeline 
system has been operating safely in the 
area for more than 60 years, with existing 
pipelines running across the Indian 
Point property that have operated safely 
without incident.

She said the 42-inch diameter 
Algonquin Incremental Market (AIM) 
Project pipeline will be located about 1,500 
feet from safety-related equipment at the 
facility. Algonquin worked with Entergy 
to determine an agreed-upon location 
for the pipeline, Hanley said. Algonquin 
and Entergy also agreed that the pipeline 
would be designed and constructed with 
additional safety measures, above and 
beyond what is required by federal law, 
she said.

On Feb. 29, 26 people representing the 
group Resist AIM Pipeline blocked access 
to the construction area in Verplanck 
for over an hour. Several protestors 
were arrested. Courtney Williams, a 
spokesperson for Resist AIM, said the 
hope is for the governor’s words to lead to 
quick action. 

“We strongly support the governor’s 
decision to conduct this independent 
assessment given the ongoing public safety 
concerns of sitting this massive pipeline 
adjacent to Indian Point and the repeated 
incidents of fires and contaminated water 
leaks that are happening there,” Williams 
said. “We share the governor’s concerns 
and hope his administration will 
instruct the New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation to 
reevaluate the water quality certificate in 
light of these ongoing problems.”

The pipeline runs from the Marcella 
shale region in Pennsylvania, through 
parts of New York and Connecticut up to 
Massachusetts. The pipeline crosses the 
Hudson River near Indian Point, a source 
of concern for some area residents.

SMALL NEWS
IS BIG NEWS

Cuomo Calls for Re-evaluation of Algonquin Pipeline
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By David Propper
As a Main Street shop owner and Cold 

Spring resident, Lynn Miller understands 
issues facing both segments of the village. 

“I’m invested personally because I own 
property here and I pay property taxes and 
I’m also invested in Main Street,” Miller 
said. “Our business overall contributes to 
the character of Cold Spring.” 

Tourism and how Cold Spring can 
handle the influx of visitors weekly is 
one issue Miller is focused on. Miller 
pointed out that tourism has grown in 
the years since she’s lived and worked 
in the village and while tourism helps 
her stay in business, it can indeed lead 
to consequences for the village at large. 
Traffic congestion, lack of parking, trash 
removal, and infrastructure wear-and-
tear are all side effects of the massive 
amount of visitors each weekend and 
summer. 

“A lot of people believe that more 
tourism benefits Cold Spring,” she said. 
“It doesn’t benefit Cold Spring at all, it 
hurts Cold Spring considerably.”

She would like to find ways for tourism 
to work better for the entire village by 
identifying non-tax revenue sources. 

Metered parking is “low hanging fruit” 
for the village to bring in revenue, she said 
and another possibility is the riverside 
property that could generate income. 
Additionally, seeking film shoot permits 
to take place in the village at a worthy 
price and putting in place guidelines that 
won’t hurt businesses is another idea, 
Miller mentioned. 

She also thinks Putnam County should 
assist the village more, citing Cold Spring 
only received $7,500 that went toward 

garbage cans this year. 
Another subject that Miller believes is 

important is the grant for sidewalks on 
Main Street. She pointed out how the 
sidewalks need repairs because many 
visitors stumble and the sidewalks are not 
disability compliant. Work is expected to 
start this spring, she said, and her hope is 
to get that done at an accelerated rate. 

Upgrades to dams and water sources in 
the village have been allowed to languish, 
Miller said, and she would like to see 
renewed attention toward repairs. Getting 
an answer from New York State has been 
a struggle and would require “constant 
attention and constant prodding.”  

When evaluating the current village 
board, Miller said they’ve been doing 
great, putting out several fires. Because 
of the immense focus on the Butterfield 
redevelopment the past several years, 
other issues were shoved aside, Miller 

said, but are now getting the needed 
attention. She particularly brought up 
Mayor Dave Merandy, and Trustees 
Marie Early and Fran Murphy for making 
“amazing progress.”

Miller has been the owner of Go-Go 
Pops for six years and has lived in the 
village for a dozen. She was appointed to 
the village board six yeas ago to serve a 
year before she lost in a bid for reelection. 
Miller has worked as a freelance food 
stylist and recipe developer, basically 
preparing food to be filmed or 
photographed. She was on boards to 
develop the comprehensive plan and the 
local waterfront revitalization strategy for 
a short time.

Miller stressed how accessible she is. 
Her business is open six days each week 
and her door is always open to hear 
about different views and concerns in 
the village, even from residents that don’t 
agree with her.

She believes the role of a trustee is to 
collaborate and find ways to “disagree 
without being disagreeable.” 

“We get a lot more done if we commit 
to collaboration, not compromise,” Miller 
said. 

By David Propper
It might be a new election cycle, but 

for Barney Molloy, the issues facing Cold 
Spring remain the same 

Bothered by a lack of transparency 
and accountability, Molloy is running for 
trustee after he lost to Dave Merandy in 
the mayoral race last year. With trustees 
Michael Bowman and Cathryn Fadde 
leaving, Molloy believes it’s important to 
maintain at least one experienced and 
independent voice on the board.

“There’s the three trustees that came 
in last year,” Molloy said, referring to 
Merandy, Fran Murphy, and Marie Early. 
“They tend to think, act, and vote as a 
group and the results have been a little 
discouraging.” 

Molloy listed strained finances, 
including racking up $52,000 in legal bills 
that other board members were unaware 
of as one concern. He believes the use of an 
attorney in some cases wasn’t productive. 
Molloy has also questioned the village’s 
ability to obtain grants and get projects 
under a reasonable cost.  

As for transparency, he argued agendas 
are changed last minute and not all of 

the information is provided to every 
trustee. Communication is poor, Molloy 
said, citing an instance where planning 
board members were never told about the 
appointment of the new chairman after 
the old one had left. 

“The spirit of the law isn’t being 
followed,” Molloy said. “People are going 
from gotcha moment to another.”

Long term planning is important to 
Molloy, who wants to construct a five-
year financial plan. He questioned if the 
fund balance has to be as high as it is, 
which is roughly 30 percent of the annual 
budget. Usual practice is about 10 percent 
of a municipal budget, he said. 

“It hasn’t happened in the last year 
and I don’t know how much longer the 
village can wait,” Molloy said of financial 
planning.

A new firehouse for the village fire 
department also should be brought to the 
forefront of the discussion again, like it 
was last year, Molloy noted. He said the 
relationship between the fire department 
and village “has soured.”

Parking permits for residents when 
meters are put in place is another 
subject Molloy would want to oversee to 
ensure residents still have parking. He 

also mentioned exploring any possible 
consolidation of services and making sure 
dams are fixed. 

Molloy brought up his tenure as past 
chairman of the planning board when the 
Butterfield project came to a definitive 
conclusion. He said the village board 
should mirror how the planning board 
operated when he was at the helm where 
all the information was readily accessible 
and open. By the time Butterfield was 
approved, not many residents attended 
meetings because there was a sense that 
the process was being done the right way, 
Molloy said.

Molloy touts his experience and skill set 
as reasons to vote for him. His wide array 
of experiences on different boards and 
committees would be valuable, he said, 
and a vote for him is one that will push 
the village forward. He has more than 20 
years of management experience and is in 
his fourth year as a resident. 

“When you’re doing things the right way 
and you have a government that functions 
responsibly, it is boring,” Molloy said. “So 
here’s hoping sometime in the future Cold 
Spring government will become boring.”

Both Biz Owner and Resident, Miller Takes Aim at Trustee Seat

Molloy Eyes Trustee Seat After Losing Mayoral Bid Year Ago

‘We get a lot more 
done if we commit 

to collaboration, not 
compromise.’

‘Here’s hoping sometime 
in the future Cold Spring 
government will become 

boring.’

Barney Molloy

Lynn Miller 

Village of Cold Spring Election Day Preview
ELECTION PREVIEW
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By David Propper
Moving to Cold Spring five years ago 

after spending some of his childhood here, 
Steve Voloto wants to keep the village 
the way it is while making necessary 
improvements.

With unique geography, history, and 
character, Voloto wants to guard the 
things that make the village special. 

“I want to give back to the community,” 
he said. “I have a family and we’re going to 
be here for a long, long time.”

Voloto said the key to minimizing tax 
increases is finding other ways to boost 
revenue within the village. 

One way to do that would be using the 
waterside property at the boat club site 
to possibly permit weddings, concerts, 
and other events that would be desired 
because of its waterfront view. Parking 
meters is another good idea, Voloto said.

Because tourism in the village brings a 
lot of money to Putnam County, Voloto 
argued some of that money should come 
back to Cold Spring from the county. 

Voloto said consolidation of services 
is one avenue that could save the village 
money. He questioned if Cold Spring, 
Nelsonville and Philipstown all really 
needed a building inspector each. 

He also questioned if as much money 

needed to go into the village police 
department considering it takes up a big 
chunk of the budget He’d like to see better 
parking enforcement, especially when 
train commuters park on Main Street to 
avoid paying for parking at the MTA lot. 

“I believe it’s more than we need 
for what we get,” Voloto said of village 
policing. 

Other initiatives Voloto would pursue 
if elected is creating educational literature 
for mountain trials in the area, particularly 
Breakneck Ridge where rescues occur 
many weekends. Getting local businesses 
to sponsor a trail map would be a 

worthwhile idea, he 
suggested. Another 
idea for mountain 
hiking in the village 
is possibly offering 
a $25 annual 
insurance policy in 
case visitors have 
issues on the trail, 
a policy that would 
purely be voluntary 
in hopes of visitors 
giving back to the 
area. 

Voloto didn’t have 
much of an analysis 
regarding the 

current village board, but did compliment 
Trustee Marie Early for her wealth of 
knowledge of the village and Trustee Fran 
Murphy for her management experience. 
Voloto stressed he knows how much 
Mayor Dave Merandy wants what’s best 
for the village. 

Voloto moved to Cold Spring when 
he as 11 for a few years and has many 
family members that are from the area. 
He recently came back to Cold Spring 
from Boston. Voloto, a carpenter, has 
volunteered time to do work at Haldane 
High School and also donated future time 

to the Fjord Trail. He also has volunteered 
for the Appalachian Mountain Club’s 
Outdoor Leadership Training and Youth 
Opportunities Program and owns SDV 
Carpentry. 

As a small business owner, Voloto 
understands how to stretch a dollar, 
surviving the 2008 Great Recession. It was 
an incredibly challenging time for Voloto, 
who was forced to fire workers and lost 
several contracting jobs. But he pulled 
through, taking jobs wherever they came 
from and subbing in for a larger business 
occasionally. 

His ability to plan for the future is an 
asset, Voloto said. As a general contractor, 
Voloto needs to work with many different 
stakeholders on projects, a skill that 
would relate to being a trustee, especially 
with tight village budget constraints. 

“I understand what it’s like to make the 
tough decisions,” Voloto said. “I think 
that sets me apart from a lot of people, I 
have practical experience.”

By David Propper
Growing up in Cold Spring, village 

Trustee Marie Early can still recall the 
first time she voted in a village election 
held in the month of March. The year 
was 1963, and she voted in every election 
until 1978 when she left the village only to 
return many years later.

If a voter referendum is passed next 
Tuesday, voting in March might only be 
a memory. On top of the three village 
board candidates running for two open 
seats, Cold Spring voters will determine 
if the village should begin casting their 
ballots in November along with every 
other general election race instead of in 
March, in which Cold Spring is one of two 
Putnam County villages to still hold the 

late winter election.
“In terms of the excitement of what’s 

going to happen in our village election, 
that will remain,” Early said. “I don’t see 
that going away.” 

If the referendum goes through, the 
first November election would not be next 
year, but November 2018. The trustees 
elected this year would see their terms 
expire in Dec. 2018 and candidates that 
win next year’s March election would stay 
in office until Dec. 2019. The village board 
didn’t want any current office holders to 
have an extended term, Early said. 

The Village of Brewster used to hold its 
election in March, but changed it many 
years ago to November. The Village of 
Nelsonville still holds its election this 
month.

Early was the trustee that brought the 
measure forward. Because the Putnam 
County Board of Elections runs the 
village election now (it started doing so 
last year) a voter referendum is required. 
If the village still ran the election, the 
board could make the final decision when 
the local election is held each year. In a 
4-1 vote earlier this year, the village board 
voted to pose the question to residents.  

Early declined to give her personal 
opinion on the matter, but highlighted 
numerous advantages and disadvantages 
to changing the election to November. 

The village would save money because 
if moved to the November date, Cold 
Spring would no longer have to pay the 
county to run the polling. There would 

also be more time for the sitting board 
to discuss and vote on the village budget, 
Early said, which is decided by May. 
Newly elected trustees don’t take their 
seat until the first Tuesday in April.

A village election in November when 
a plethora of possible county, state and 
national races are decided could bring in 
more voters to the polls and occasionally, 
bad weather deters voters from traveling 
to their polling place in March, Early 
added.

But with other elections occurring in 
November, Early admits there is a fear 
village issues won’t get the attention 
and thought they deserve. Also, village 
candidates could be co-opted by national 
parties, like Republican and Democrat. 
Right now, each candidate comes up with 
his or her own party line.

According to village clerk Mary Saari, 
the estimated cost this year is $4,969, not 
including cost for ballots, which would 
add to that total. Saari noted elections 
became pricier in the village once lever 
voting machines were pushed aside for 
electronic input voting machines. 

Candidates for the board this year had 
differing opinions on whether to change 
the village election date. 

Trustee candidate Barney Molloy 
called it a “stupid idea.” With so many 
different races for voters to focus on in 
November, a village election could get lost 
in information overload.

“Do you think by the time you get 
down to who’s running for village trustee 

to village mayor, anybody’s even going to 
be aware or care,” Molloy said. “They’ll be 
exhausted.” 

But trustee candidate Lynn Miller 
believes the best type of democracy is 
dependent on high voter turnout. By 
switching the election to November, 
Miller said voters already know that 
month is the customary one for people to 
go to the polls. 

When Miller campaigned six years 
ago and now this year, she recalled some 
residents didn’t even know there was an 
election on the horizon. She added the 
money saved from moving the election 
would be substantial. 

“Some critics will say the local issues 
will get lost in the national issues,” Miller 
said. “I think people are just going to be 
paying more attention to issues that affect 
them locally and nationally.”

Trustee candidate Steve Voloto also 
supported moving the election from 
March to November. He noted the budget 
process is completed a month after the 
election, which doesn’t give new trustees 
much grace time for such a significant 
issue. It’ll also save the village money and 
increase voter participation, Voloto said. 

Regardless of the outcome, he is pleased 
that instead of five village trustees making 
the decision, it would be an entire village. 

“Instead of having to blame your 
trustees and mayor for decisions, it’s 
going to be a majority rules situation,” 
Voloto said. “And I love that. More of our 
government should be that way.” 

Voloto Looks to Protect, Improve Uniqueness of Village

Cold Spring Voters to Decide Possible Switch to Nov. Election

 ‘I understand what it’s 
like to make the tough 

decisions.’

Steve Voloto and family
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By Arthur Cusano
Details of the planned renovation 

of the Saw Mill River Parkway in 
Pleasantville are now significantly 
clearer than when it was first announced 
last fall.

 The New York State Department of 
Transportation project calls for road 
closures and detours through the spring 
and summer months to replace parts of 
the roadway and help alleviate flooding. 
Pleasantville Village Administrator 
Patricia Dwyer told village trustees at 
their Jan. 8 work session the start dates 
for each of the two phases of work had 
been finalized.

The spring phase 1 detour will take 
place only at night on both northbound 
and southbound lanes from 9 p.m. to 6 
a.m. from April 3 to July 1.

“Come about 9 p.m. at night starting 
April 3, the parkway will be closed 
between Marble Avenue and Grant 
Street,” Dwyer said. “Cars coming 
southbound after 9 p.m. at night during 
this period, which will run until July, 
will have to get off at then traffic signal 
at Grant Street and take the left down 
Marble Avenue.”

Southbound traffic will be corralled 
into one lane onto Grant Street and 
detoured to the Marble Avenue exit.  
Northbound drivers will be forced to 
get off at Marble Avenue and re-enter 

the parkway at the Grant Street exit. The 
traffic light cycle will be synchronized 
on the detour route to reduce 
congestion, and Depew Street will be 
closed off to through traffic to avoid 
having motorists try to circumvent the 
detour.

The entrance and exit ramps from 
Pleasantville Avenue will also be closed 
to keep residents from accidently 
entering the closed parkway, Dwyer 
said.

Pedestrian traffic will also be blocked 
off from crossing the parkway by sizable 
physical barriers at Grant Street during 
the detour hours out of safety concerns 
voiced by the village police. Village 
residents looking to get across the 
parkway at night will have to cross the 
Pleasantville Road bridge.

The more extensive summer phase 
II will be an aggressive 21-day project 
in which the southbound lanes will be 
completely closed for the entirety of the 
phase, while the northbound lanes will 
be split in half at the Marble Avenue exit 
to allow both north and southbound 
traffic.  That phase of the project can 
start no earlier than July 10 and cannot 
end later than Aug. 26, according 
to William Cromeek of ECCO III 
Enterprises, the firm overseeing the 
project. The village expects the work to 
begin July 11, according to Dwyer.

Plans for Scheduled DOT Saw Mill Detours, Closures Finalized

ARTHUR CUSANO PHOTO
The Saw Mill River Parkway is set to start undergoing construction next month. 
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On March 2, in a 4-1 vote by Town 
Board members, the proposed Certificate 
of Occupancy & Rental Registration 
Laws were struck down. Thanks to the 
residences of Putnam Valley who voiced 
their opinions by phone calls, e-mails, 
and letters to Town Board members, they 
convinced the majority of the board to 
vote with common sense and for the good 
of our town’s future and stability. It was 
a victory for all to squash these onerous 
laws that would have affected our property 
rights and thus stopped the overreach 

of our local government. A big thank 
you to all of the residents that helped in 
spreading the word and standing up for 
what’s right for the property owners and 
the good of the town.

The overwhelming responses and 
actions taken on by the residents of 
Putnam Valley proved that our voices do 
count and we can make a difference. We 
must continue our efforts to stand up and 
be heard on issues that adversely affect all 
of us.

The next issue to tackle is our ever-

rising school taxes. The Putnam Valley 
Central School District has published 
their preliminary 2016 / 2017 budget, 
although they are proposing a lower than 
last year’s budget. However, our portion 
(local school taxes) is being increased. 
Last year we were able to get $181,000 
decrease in our local school taxes, this 
year they want to take that back. Join 
me in my crusade to change the tides 
of year after year increased taxes rather 
than curb expenditures.  At $29,495 per 
student we should have a higher than 40 

percent college ready graduates. We will 
need the same efforts from the residences 
that voiced their opinions and spread the 
word about the onerous laws struck down 
last night put into the school increasing 
our taxes.

To the residents of Putnam Valley thank 
you for getting involved and uniting as a 
community to stand up and be heard.

 
Dan Vera
Putnam Valley

Bruised Apple Books & Music 
Peekskill

Business 

of the Week
By Neal Rentz

Peekskill resident Scott Sailor recalled 
last month he has been collecting books 
for three decades.

His passion translated into a business 
as he opened Bruised Apple Books and 
Music on Central Avenue in Peekskill in 
1993, which offers used and rare items.

“I was just hunting around for a place 
to open up my shop and I considered a 
number of places out west and other areas 
of the county that I’d seen in my travels 
and somebody suggested Peekskill,” Sailor 
said. “I grew up in northern New Jersey 
so it wasn’t too far of a drive. I’d never 
been here before. I never ever heard of it 
before. And I drove up and just kind of 
fell in love with the geography of the area 
immediately.”

Sailor said he worked for six months 
to renovate the vacant property that he 
rented and he lived on the floor of the 
facility while doing much of the work 
himself. He filled his new store with 
books he had collected for the previous 
seven years. He later added additional 
music to his store in the form of records, 
CDs and DVDs.

The idea of owning a store was 
something that interested him since he 
was a youth, Sailor said. He had family 
members who owned an antique and gift 

shop in Canada. Sailor said his love of 
books was developed in college where he 
studied English literature. 

“I spent a lot of time going to other 
people’s bookstores,” he said. 

Sailor also spent much time purchasing 
books. “Once I decided I was going 
to open a bookstore I just started 
rummaging through thrift stores, going to 
garage sales, going to library book sales, 
wherever I could find books that were 
cheap,” he said. “I would learn through 

the process while doing that which books 
were worth hanging on to and which 
weren’t because initially I bought a lot of 
stuff that wasn’t so great.” 

Sailor said he also learned much from 
book dealers and others working in the 
industry who like him sought books for 
their stores. 

Bruised Apple offers a wide variety 
of items. “I’ve got at least 200 subject 
headings,” Sailor said. “It’s pretty well 
organized. The aisles are pretty wide so it’s 

not claustrophobic like a lot of used book 
stores are.”

Sailor said the name of his store came 
about indirectly by a friend who helped 
him with the opening of the store. The 
friend had a sister who moved to the 
State of Washington. His friend’s brother-
in-law was eating an apparently bruised 
apple on the orchard they were living on 
and said, ‘How about Bruised Apple?” 
Sailor recalled, “As soon as I heard it I said 
that’s perfect.”  . 

Sailor said he welcomes having his 
customers spending long periods reading 
his books. “It’s set up for browsing and 
hanging out,” he said. 

Bruised Apple has to compete with 
Amazon and other on-line sellers. “I guess 
we compete by just being an interesting 
sort of cozy, charming brick and mortar 
place. People don’t want to just stay home 
all the time,” he said. “I order books on 
Amazon sometime too when I don’t have 
the patience to wait for them to show up 
here. But I also like to just go in a shop and 
look around and find things I didn’t know 
I was looking for that end up becoming 
sometimes even life-changing.”    

Bruised Apple Books and Music is 
located at 923 Central Ave. in Peekskill. 
For more information call 914-734-7000 
or visit bruisedapplebooks.com.

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Peekskill resident Scott Sailor, owner of  Bruised Apple Books and Music, which opened in the city in 
1993.
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Putnam Valley Proposed Laws Struck Down Emphatically
Letter to the Editor
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It’s no secret that Washington is 
gridlocked and unwilling to govern. All 
the more reason why we need Albany to 
clean up its house and put the needs of the 
people first. Simply put, as Washington 
fails, we need Albany to do better.  State 
government needs to be the firewall that 
protects us from dysfunction and gridlock 
by taking a hard look at the chronic issues 
in our state, and working together – 
Democrats and Republicans – to provide 
creative solutions and get New York 
moving in the right direction again on 
issues like taxes, education, infrastructure 
and jobs.

We can’t tinker around the edges 
anymore - we need state leaders that are 

willing to rethink our entire model for 
taxation and education funding. We must 
stop strangling our municipalities and 
public schools, and we have to find ways to 
make it more affordable for all of us to live 
here.  Our tax systems are outdated and 
place a disproportionate burden on hard 
working middle class families and senior 
citizens. We need more stability in our 
communities and that begins with helping 
local governments provide important 
services and ensuring every child has 
access to a high quality public education.

Hudson Valley residents know that we 
depend on safe roads and bridges as well 
as safe drinking water and waste water 
systems. Yet our entire infrastructure is 

outdated and crumbling, undermining 
our economic growth and creating 
unsafe conditions for our communities. 
Still, Albany routinely avoids long-term 
infrastructure investment and planning 
that could create thousands of jobs and 
help us avoid the transportation and 
environmental crises that have affected 
many of our neighborhoods.

Speaking of jobs, we live in a rapidly 
evolving global market that demands 
adaptability and versatility to survive. It’s 
sad that Albany continues to embrace old 
world backroom politics when we are in 
urgent need of 21st century leadership that 
can transcend partisan bickering and get 
serious about recruiting the job makers of 
tomorrow to the Hudson Valley today. 

We face real challenges. There is simply 
no time to waste if we are going to a build 
a competitive and sustainable economy 
that moves our communities forward and 
improves the quality of life for everyone.  
State government matters. It is time for our 
elected officials in Albany to come out from 
behind closed doors, stop making excuses, 
and get busy leading with bold new ideas 
and a commitment to excellence. 

Terry Gipson 
Rhinebeck

Gipson is running as a Democrat for the 
41st New York State Senate seat. He served 
as state senator 2012-14.

As Supervisor of the Town of Kent, on 
behalf of the Town Board, I would like 
to thank everyone who made the 2nd 
Annual Kent Winter Festival on Saturday, 
February 20 such a wonderful event. 
Even though we had no snow, we had 
a beautiful day for people to come and 
enjoy the many activities on the grounds 
of Town Hall. I want to acknowledge our 
sponsor, for the second year in a row, the 
Carmel-Kent Chamber of Commerce, 
without which the event would never 
have taken place.  

In particular I wish to recognize 
Advanced Automotive; Boyd Artesian 
Well Co., Inc.; CEMCO Water and 

Wastewater Specialists, Inc; Carmel 
Advertising Specialties Company; Carmel 
Winwater Company; Edward Jones 
Investments- Bill Hammond, 208 Route 
52; Gino’s Deli and Pizza; Kent Liquors; 
Putnam County National Bank; PCSB and 
Volare Restaurant whose contributions 
funded our ice rink and refreshments.  
Thanks to Henry Boyd, Julie Boyd and 
Bill Nulk for serving snacks and beverages 
throughout the event. 

Thank you as well to: Kent Public 
Library for running programs throughout 
the day;

Arts on the Lake for coordinating with 
us and designing and producing the signs 

and flyers;
Kevin Gross of the Madden Outdoor 

Education Center for his Birds of Prey 
show; Traffic Lane Closures for providing 
the pallets for our bonfire; The Nimham 
Mountain Singers for providing the 
entertainment; Lake Carmel Volunteer 
Firefighters for manning the bonfire; Lake 
Carmel Volunteer Ambulance Corps for 
being at the ready; Volunteers Karissa 
DiPierro, Joseph DiPierro and Mandy 
Zheng

Thanks, too, to our dedicated Town 
employees who pitched in to make it such 
a great day:

Bill Walters, Lou Fernandez, Chris 

Kehoe, Jim Fatone, Ryan Anderes, Adam 
Pavelka, Lizalyn DiPierro, Sergeant 
Vanderwoude and Sergeant Radar, the 
Kent Highway Department, and especially 
Jared Kuczenski who was instrumental 
in planning and coordinating the event, 
leading the games and hikes and whose 
enthusiasm and spirit carried the day!!

And thank you to our terrific residents 
for participating.  See you at the 3rd 
Annual Winter Festival, Saturday, 
February 18, 2017!

Maureen Fleming
Town of Kent Supervisor
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One of hot topics in education is the 
idea of extending the school day with 
recommendations for 30 minutes to 
as much as 2 hours additional  class 
time each day. The belief behind this is 
that it will close the  achievement gap 
and improve student achievement in 
high-poverty, low  performing schools. 
While extended school day has a host of 
potential  positive benefits such as more 
time for classes such as art and music  and 

more learning time with educators. 
While the theory of more learning  time 
sounds good, there is no guarantee that 
more time will equal more  learning 
especially if the teachers are not provided 
with the proper  amount of time to 
prepare. If implemented incorrectly 
making the school  day longer can have 
a host of negative effects on students that 
include  less time for personal interests 
and family time. If one peers closer at  this 

topic, it is clear that one of the idea’s 
behind extending the  school day is that 
it would provide the foundation needed 
to sustain a  successful Common Core 
implementation, since students would be 
given  more time to learn the material set 
forth in the standards through  extended 
math and English classes. We as educators, 
parents and  concerned citizens need 
to step back and call for a full repeal 
of  standards that require a longer day 

for our students, if the day needs  to be 
extended up to 2 hours just to ensure that 
students can achieve  academic success 
then it is time to see that the problem is 
not the  students, or educators but New 
York Governor Andrew Cuomo and the 
Common Core Standards.  

Cathy Sapeta 
Philipstown

Education Experiment ‘Improved’ Without Warranties or Guarantees

Kent Winter Festival Success Because of Many People

Why State Government Matters in New York
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Paul C. Maass
Paul C. Maass, of Patterson, died Monday, 

March 1, at James J. Peters VA Medical 
Center, Bronx, NY. He was 69 years old. 
Mr. Maass was born on September 8, 1946 
in Catskill, son of Shirley Requa of South 
Paris, ME and the late Paul D. Maass. Paul 
graduated from Highland Springs High 
School, Highland Springs, VA, in 1964. 
Following high school he honorably served 
in the US Coast Guard from 1964-1968.

On December 2, 1979 he married Lois 
Christman at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Brewster. Paul was a senior security officer 
with Putnam Hospital Center in Carmel, for 
10 years before retiring in 2008. He was the 
chaplain of the Patterson Fire Department 
and a Patterson Fire Department Fire 
Police. Paul was former member of the 
Carmel ambulance and the Kent volunteer 
Fire Department. He was a pack master and 
Den leader of troop 14 in Kent. Paul was 
a musician of all sorts, he enjoyed playing 
the sax, bass guitar, harmonica and banjo. 
A great past time of his over the last 6 
years was The Bean Blossom Blues Festival 
in Indiana.  Mr. Maass is survived by his 
loving wife Lois and mother Shirley, his 4 
children; Paul D. Maass and his wife Melissa 
of Warwick, Angela Maass of Brewster, 
Emmalyn Collins and her husband Matthew 
of Leland, NC and Meredith Maass of 
Patterson; 2 granddaughters Harper Ettere 

and Ella Collins. Also his 3 siblings; Bruce 
Maass of Ferrum, VA, Michele Gonsalves 
of Norway, ME and Bonnie Maass of 
Lewiston, ME. Contributions in Paul’s 
memory may be made to the American 
Cancer Society - Putnam County Unit, 
220 Route 6, Mahopac, NY, 10541 and/
or James J. Peters VA Medical Center, 130 
West Kings Bridge Rd, Bronx, NY 10468. If 
family or friends wish to send flowers the 
family is asking that they be sent to the VA 
Hospital, Bronx, NY. 

Carol Esposito
Carol Esposito, age 79, died on March 

1. Carol was born October 28, 1936 in Mt. 
Vernon, New York to Mr. Guattiero and 
Margaretha (Jacober) Casagrande.  On 
May 26, 1957 she married the love of 
her life, Joseph Esposito in Mt. Vernon, 
NY and together they raised their three 
children: Debra, Jodi and Joseph, Jr.  Carol 
was very active in her community and was 
a member of the Kent Senior Citizens, the 
Kent-Republican Committee, and the Lake 
Carmel Lady Auxiliary Fire Department. In 
addition, she volunteered at St. James the 
Apostle Church, Putnam Hospital Center, 
and the Kent PBA, but she will be most 
remembered for her love and dedication 
to her family and friends.  Carol loved 
everything about the ocean: dolphins, 
manatees, and lighthouses, but especially 
the feel of sand between her toes. She loved 

tending her spring flowers and holding 
the ladder while Joe cut tree limbs and 
trimmed the bushes. Her granddaughters 
will remember her inspiring sassiness; she 
was as strong a woman as ever lived. Her 
grandson will never forget that she loved 
him “to the moon and back!” All three 
grandchildren, who she spoiled rotten, 
will remember “the little birdie” that would 
tell her the news about them.   Carol is 
survived by her beloved husband of 58 
years, Joseph; her three beloved children 
Debra (Greg) Burghardt, Jodi (Billy) 
Panny and Joseph (Cat) Esposito, Jr.; her 
sister Suzanne (Roland) Benson; her three 
cherished grandchildren Carli-Rae Panny, 
Rachel Panny, and Joseph Esposito III; and 
her nephews, RJ, Sean, Robert, and Ryan 
Benson.

MaryBeth Arcuri
MaryBeth Arcuri of Brewster and 

formerly of Mount Vernon died on March 2. 
She was 81. Arcuri was born on Jan. 9, 1935, 
to the late George and Marion (nee Quigley) 
Burke in Mount Vernon. She was a retired 
registered nurse at St. Joseph’s Hospital in 
Yonkers. Arcuri was predeceased by her 
devoted husband, Philip A. Arcuri, in 2006. 
She is survived by her loving children, Celia 
(Remo) Carriero of Yonkers, Lisa (Ron) 
Sarno of Thornwood and John Arcuri 
of Carmel; two sisters, Patricia Swetz of 
Pawling, Thelma (Vincent) Giordano of 

Amawalk and George F. Burke of New 
Rochelle; and four cherished grandchildren, 
Juliana and Jeanine Carriero and Nicholas 
and Samantha Sarno. Visitation was at 
Hawthorne Funeral Home on March 4. A 
funeral Mass was held at Saint Catherine’s 
Church in Pelham on March 5 followed by 
interment at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery in 
New Rochelle.

Efrain Ruiz
Efrain Ruiz died on Friday, March 4 

surrounded by his family; he was 69. He was 
born on June 5, 1946 in Puerto Rico, the son 
of Israel and Paula (Flores) Ruiz. He worked 
on Wall Street for over 30 years and ended 
his career as an Associate Vice President for 
Wachovia Securities. Most recently, he was 
a realtor for Keller Williams. Efrain was a 
proud veteran of the United States Army. 
He served during the Vietnam War and 
was the Conductor of the Army Band. He 
was also a member of the American Legion 
Post 1080, and a former Commissioner of 
the Northern Westchester and Putnam Boy 
Scouts of America. In his younger days he 
played in Latin and Jazz bands and wrote 
the music for many of the songs they played. 
Efrain is survived by his wife Awilda, his 
mother Paula, his son Joseph, his daughter 
Jessica Kim Podany, his daughter Laureen 
Kurtin (Anthony), his sister Ana Rosado 
(Nelson), and his grandchildren Jayla, 
Devin, Joseph, and Addison.

Obituaries

Across
1 Hang
4 Help the waiter
7 Yours and mine
8 Advertising medium
11 Further
12 Candidly
13 Flying ___ or Mahopac 
contractors
15 Au courant
16 Body wrap offerer
19 Dazzlingly bright
20 Itsy-bitsy bits
22 Conger
23 Belonging to actor Brendan or 
Mahopac hardware store
25 One and only
26 Be able to cover
29 Not name
30 Powdered wig
31 Band performance
32 Word with ‘’faced’’ or ‘’fisted’’
33 Time segment

Down
1 Like salt in water
2 Monetary unit of Argentina
3 General store proprietor
4 Lidded container
5 Modern address

6 Oink joint
8 Cat and turkey types
9 Having depth
10 Chicken
11 Aphorism
14 Farm pitcher
16 Soft-shell clam
17 Musical composition type
18 Black-ink item
21 To diffuse
24 Like a churl
25 Paltry amount
26 Pertinent
27 Small number
28 One way to swing

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 18

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878



March 8 - March 14, 2016 The Putnam Examiner12

The 40th Annual 
Northern Westchester-Putnam 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
will be held Sunday March 13.

Step off time is 2 p.m. on Route 6. This year, 
the parade is dedicated to Army Staff Sgt. 

James McNaughton and Sgt. Eddie Ryan of 
the United States Marine Core.

The Pledge of Allegiance will 
take place at the 

Mahopac Volunteer 
Fire Department 9/11 
Memorial at 12:45 p.m.
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2016 Co-Grand Marshals Gail Driscoll Sike & Michelle Driscoll Tierney
Thank you for everything you do for the Knights of Columbus

Your friend Jonathan W. Garcia Grand Knight
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1977- John Culley
1978- Msgr. Joseph O’ Brien
1979- Ron Martin
1980- Ray McDonough
1981- Bishop James Mahoney
1982- John Glynn
1983- Joe O’ Brien
1984- Mike McGarry
1985- Patrick Grimes
1986- Brendan Hynes
1987- John Mulvihill
1988- Father Daniel Egan
1989- Paul O’ Sullivan 
1990- Hamilton Fish
1991- Molly McNellis 
1992- Jack O’ Reilly
1993- Bill Keating
1994- Eddie Burke
1995- Rose Halpin
1996- Tom Kenna 
1997- Kevin Bailey
1998- Peter McGuire

1999- Michael McDonough
2000- Lee Parrell
2001- Judge John W. Sweeny
2002- Jerry Grant
2003- Timothy McSpedon
2004- Kerril Hynes & Patrick 
Higgins
2005- Neil Mulhern
2006- Frank Cassidy
2007- Bridie Hamilton & Sean 
Hamilton 
2008- Patrick Brophy 
2009- Letitia Driscoll & Ann P. 
Driscoll
2010- Edward Dwyer
2011- Maurice Foley
2012- Russell Lavan
2013- Timothy Maher
2014- John Callaghan 
2015- Peggy Evers Grant & 
Bernie Cummins

Past Grand Marshals 
Leading up to 40th St. 

Patty’s Parade

Happy 
St. Patrick's 

Day!

Family Owned and Operated
“Our Reputation Is Our Greatest Asset”

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

(845) 279-8809
Quality & Service

Lic: #93

EXCAVATING CONTRACTORS

SEPTIC SYSTEMS INSTALLED • REPAIRED • CLEANED

• CURTAIN DRAINS
• WATERLINES
• LAND DRAINAGE
• SITEWORK
• UNDER ROAD BORING

• ELECTRIC SNAKING
• SEWER HOOKUPS

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL

• RADIO DETECTION SERVICES

www.tyndallseptic.com

TYNDALL
SEPTIC SYSTEMS INC.

Since 1968

“Our 80th Year of Insurance with Local, Personal Service”

(845) 279-2064

TRURAN AGENCY
INSURANCE

• Home • Auto • Motorcycle
• Mobile Homes • Pleasure Boats • Motor Homes

• Policies for Small Businesses

1006 Route 22 (& Rt. 6), Brewster, NY

Call today!
We have Competitive Rates

Join Us For St. 
Patrick’s Day!

Breakfast -starting at $4.95
Lunch - starting at $6.95

Dinner - starting at $13.95
(complete dinner)

www.putnamdinernycom Full Catering Menu

 Serving traditional  
Corned Beef & Cabbage,  

Lamb Stew & Shepherd's Pie
Includes soup or salad, hot coffee,  

or hot tea, dessert & Irish soda bread
$1995
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Gail Driscoll Silke
Gail Driscoll Silke was born in the Bronx, 

the first-born daughter of the late Letitia 
and Patrick Driscoll, who immigrated to 
the United States from Counties Kildare 
and Kerry, respectively.  Gail is one of six 
Driscoll siblings; she will always look back 
fondly on their formative years growing 
up in the Bronx, especially their fun times 
at Orchard Beach and the Bronx Zoo.  She 
attended Our Lady of Refuge Grammar 
School, and upon graduation, attended 
the Academy of Mt. St. Ursula High 
School and Grace Secretarial Institute.  
Gail entered the business world and 
began working for Metro-North Railroad, 
where she has been employed for the 
last 30 years, currently in the position of 
Manager of Environmental Compliance.

On September 19, 1992, Gail married 
William Silke, a member of the New York 
City Fire Department.  The ceremony 
was held at St. Philip Neri Church, 
Bronx.  They lived in Yonkers, until 1996, 
when they moved to Carmel, where they 
currently reside.

Gail and Bill Silke are the proud 
parents of two children: their son, Billy, 
a sophomore at SUNY Maritime, from 

which he will graduate as a Marine 
Engineer, and their daughter, Christina, 
who is currently a junior at Carmel High 
School.  Upon graduation, Christina 
intends to pursue her education in 
Nursing. 

Gail has always been very active in her 
children’s lives, as well as her community.   
She has supported the Carmel sports 
program in many and varied ways: 
volunteering her time for fundraisers; 
manning concession stands; as the varsity 
football team’s “Pasta Mom”; as treasurer 
of the football cheer club.  Currently, she 
is a member of the fundraising committee 
for the varsity cheerleaders at Carmel 
High School.

The terrorist attacks of September 11, 
2001 have impacted Gail and her family 
profoundly; on that day, her brother, 
Stephen Patrick Driscoll, a NYPD 
Emergency Services Police Officer with 
Truck 4, was killed at the World Trade 
Center while rescuing others.

After her brother’s death, Gail, along 
with her late mother, had the privilege 
to visit with injured Iraq War veterans at 
the Walter Reed National Military Center 
and the Bethesda Naval Hospital, located 

in Bethesda, Maryland, near Washington 
D.C.  They were escorted by the NYPD 
and other parents who had lost a child in 
the service of the City of New York.  Gail 
gave each injured troop a NYPD hat with 
her brother Stephen’s name on it, and left 

them all with a story about the “Life of the 
Man You Fought For”, which was about 
Stephen.  This memory will always be near 
and dear to Gail’s heart.

As plans for the reflection pools at the 
9/11 World Trade Center Memorial were 
being drawn up, Gail joined other NYPD 
siblings to give feedback as to how best 
display the names of our heroes.

Shortly after the 9-11 attacks, Jim 
O’Neill and other law enforcement 
members, representing more than 40 
local, state and federal agencies, formed 
a Fraternal Order of Police lodge here in 
Putnam County in Stephen’s memory.  
The Stephen P. Memorial Lodge #704 has 
vowed to “Never Forget”; after almost 15 
years, it is one of the largest and strongest 
of the FOP lodges in New York State, 
continuing its mission to “Never Forget” 
by giving back to the community through 
its charitable endeavors and support.

Gail keeps in her prayers those who died 
on 9-11-01; those who have since died 
as a result of illness related to 9-11; our 
military who have lost their lives in the 
war against terror. She praises the doctors 
and nurses who continue treat the ill, and 
are additionally indebted to those who 
helped rebuild the World Trade Center.

Gail is the Band Manager for the 
Stephen P. Driscoll Memorial Pipe Band, 
which was formed shortly after the 
inception of the lodge. The band’s mission 
is to promote the appreciation of bagpipe 
and drum music by providing class 
instruction, presenting innovative musical 
events, pursuing group competition, 
encouraging individual competition, and 
fostering tradition. She is so proud of 
how it has, and continues, to grow.  She 
is especially proud that her son, Billy, has 
been a bagpiper with the band since the 
age of 12.  Most importantly, Gail loves all 
of the band members and their families.

Gail has been a member of the Knights 
of Columbus Our Lady of the Lakes 

Driscoll Sisters to Lead St. Patty’s Day Parade

Northern Westchester & Putnam 40th Annual 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade 2016

Serving Putnam & Westchester Counties

Happy 
St. Patricks’ Day!

PEOPLE’S OIL
 P.O. Box 927 • Carmel, NY 10512

845 225-6464
peoplesoil@verizon.net

INTERSTATE PROPANE
P.O. Box 1287 • Carmel, NY 10512

888-225-8288
interstatepropane@verizon.net

Ballet, Tap, & Irish Dance for all ages. 

10 weeks $125. 
Spring Session 

starts April 11th
Special Tiny Tot classes 

for ages 18 months to 4yrs.
Adult classes 7:30pm Mon-Wed

www.KellyOster.com
845-598-3094

Classes in Baldwin Place & Hopewell Junction

FEEHAN 
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

P.O. BOX 870, CARMEL, 
NY 10512

(845) 278-7070
Fax (845) 278-2886

Matthew, Terence & Christopher Feehan

Your Source For 
Home Insurance

Grand Marshal 
Gail Driscoll Silke



March 8 - March 14, 2016www.TheExaminerNews.com 15

Council #6318 Ladies Auxiliary since 
2011, currently holding the position of 
Treasurer.  She initially joined as way to 
thank a wonderful community who had 
done so much for her family in the wake 
of Stephen’s death, and subsequently, the 
death of her parents. 

Gail greatly loves her family and 
friends.  As she also loves the warmth of 
the sun, she continues to go on vacation 
with her family and friends dating back 
to grammar school and high school in the 
Bronx, as well as her friends in Carmel.  
She knows they will continue to laugh 
together, making more memories along 
the way.  Gail’s favorite song is “NEVER 
MIND THE STRANGERS”, or, as she 
calls it, “Friends Till the End”, by The Saw 
Doctors.

Gail’s motto is LIVE, LOVE and 
LAUGH!

Gail and her sister Michelle are proud 
and honored to have been chosen as 
Grand Marshals of the 2016 Northern 
Westchester/Putnam St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade. They will be walking down Route 
6 in memory of their brother, Stephen, 
and those who lost their lives on 9-11, as 
well as all emergency services responders 
and military personnel who have also 
passed as of result of 9-11 and war. They 
are proud members of Putnam County 

and are grateful to a county that continues 
to “NEVER FORGET”.
Michelle “Mickey” Driscoll Tierney

Michelle “Mickey” Driscoll Tierney was 
in born the Bronx, the fifth child of Patrick 
J. Driscoll and Letitia Sullivan Driscoll, 

both deceased.  Patrick’s parents hailed 
from County Kerry and Letitia was born 
in Maynooth, County Kildare.  Mickey’s 
siblings are Gail, Sheila, Jean, Michael and 
Stephen (NYPD, deceased on 9-11 at The 
World Trade Center).

Mickey attended Our Lady of Refuge 
Grammar School in the Bronx, until 
5th grade; she then attended and 
graduated from St. Philip Neri on the 
Grand Concourse.  The entire Driscoll 
family enjoyed many Emerald Society 
and community events within the 
parishes.  Upon graduating high school, 
Mickey attended Manhattan College in 
the Riverdale section of the Bronx, and 
subsequently graduated with her Nursing 
degree from Mt. Vernon Hospital School 
of Nursing, Mount Vernon. 

Mickey has been married for 25 years 
to Sergeant John Tierney of the NYPD.  
When first married, the couple settled 
down in Yonkers; they moved to Putnam 
County, in 2000 to raise their family.  
Mickey and John have four beautiful 
daughters: Alyssa, a Masters Degree 
graduate of Manhattan College in the 
Riverdale section of the Bronx; Lauren, 
a nursing student at Mt. St. Mary in 
Newburgh; Erica, a junior at Carmel High 
School in Carmel and Leah, an eighth 
grader at George Fisher Middle School in 

Carmel.
Mickey has enjoyed working as a nurse 

for Dr. Bennett Pallant in Mahopac, for 
the last 12 years and for the PHC Quality 
Department at Putnam Hospital Center in 
Carmel, for the last 8 years.

Mickey is a proud member of the 
Stephen P. Driscoll Memorial FOP Lodge 
#704, The NY State Shields, The NYPD 
Navy Association and the NYPD Emerald 
Society.

“We enjoy raising our family in Putnam 
County, a county that takes pride in its 
Irish community as well as the many other 
ethnic communities within its borders. 
What is also very special to us is the 
support and praise that we, as a county, 
have for our veterans.  Before my brother, 
Stephen, was killed on 9-11-01 in the 
attack on the World Trade Center, he was 
a Seabee in the U.S. Navy and very active 
in all levels of our community.  He would 
be very proud of the ongoing efforts on 
behalf of our veterans.  

“I am very proud, along with my sister, 
Gail, to lead the upcoming 2016 Northern 
Westchester/Putnam Saint Patrick’s Day 
Parade as Grand Marshals.  We march 
with our ancestors and our veterans in 
our hearts as we follow in our mother’s 
footsteps, as she, too, led this same parade 
in 2009.  Thank you!” 

Northern Westchester & Putnam 40th Annual 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade 2016

Catering On/Off Premise
Full Bar

APPETIZERS
Grilled Irish Potato Pancake Served with Sour Cream ..................$8.95
One Dozen Steamed Little Neck Clams ..........................................$8.95

DINNER SPECIALS
Corned Beef and Cabbage with Broiled Potatoes........................ $16.95
Baked Chicken Pot Pie ................................................................. $14.95
Hearty Beef Stew .......................................................................... $13.95
Charbroiled Lamb Chops with Onion Rings............................... $17.95
English Style Fish and Chips with Tartar Sauce .......................... $14.95
Sauteed Calves Liver with Onions and Bacon ............................. $17.95
Charbroiled New York Sirloin with Onion Rings ....................... $24.95
Linguine with Clam Sauce, topped with Steamed Little Necks ... $14.95
Broiled Nova Scotia Salmon with Lemon Butter Sauce .............. $17.95

Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with us on  
March 17, 18 & 19!!  

Private Party Room

Grand Marshal 
Michelle “Mickey” 
Driscoll Tierney
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Mahopac Public Library’s annual BAMM (books, art, music in Mahopac) concert 
series returns on Sunday, March 13, with a performance by The Red Hots, a talented 
young group from Danbury, Connecticut.  Their repertoire includes ragtime, old blues 
tunes, swing, classic jazz standards, as well as feisty originals featuring their blend 
of unique vocals, ukulele/guitar mix, and organic percussion.  This free concert will 
be held at 4 p.m. on March 13; registration is requested.  Register online at www.
mahopaclibrary.org, or call 845-628-2009, ext 100.

After dabbling with various instruments, The Red Hots began re-inventing classic, 
timeless pieces of music that were beginning to be lost to the ages.  Mixing the retro-
stylized covers with their own eclectic sound, the band has been gigging locally, 
experimenting with their sound and musical elements.  The performers featured in 
The Red Hots are Cynthia Preston (guitar, vocals), Petra Herceg (ukulele, vocals), Russ 
Preston (guitar, vocals, harmonica), and Dave Bonan (percussion).  

The BAMM concert series was initiated at the Library in 2008 and has featured a 
range of musicians performing jazz, folk, classical, rock, bluegrass, blues, American 
standards, and original music.  The 2016 series will include performances by Marc Berger 

(folk, rock), Terra Duo: Jason Jacob and Nikki Langhorne (Holocaust Commemoration 
Concert), Sailing Stone (pop, folk) the Michael Bank Septet (classic and contemporary 
jazz), and Alexis Cole (poetry and puns of the American songbook).  

The BAMM concert series is funded by Tompkins Mahopac Bank, PCSB Bank, and 
the Henschel Trust, a bequest to Mahopac Public Library. Additional funding is made 
possible, in part, through the Putnam Arts Council’s Arts Link Grant Program with 
public funds from Putnam County.  This support enables the Library to host engaging 
concerts and world class performers at no cost to our audience members.  Instead of 
admission, concert attendees are invited to participate in the BAMM Lends a Hand 
Project by bringing one non-perishable food item to donate to a local food pantry to 
help our community members in need.

For more information about BAMM or programs at Mahopac Public Library, visit 
www.mahopaclibrary.org, or call 845-628-2009, ext 100.

Bamm Begins with Ragtime & Swing music

The Red Hots

Ask About Our
Conditional Guarantee

8 4 5 . 8 7 8 . 3 4 5 6
PattersonAutoBodyny

2597 Rt. 22 Patterson
pattersonautobody.com

Check us out on Facebook
for exclusive specials!

WHEEL ALIGNMENT WITH YOUR
PURCHASE OF A SET OF 4 TIRES

We’ve Got Your Tires!

50% OFF50% OFF

OFFER EXPIRES 3/31/16

Your Complete Automotive Service Center

Examiner Patterson Auto Tire + Oil Rotation:Layout 1  2/19/16  3:24 PM  Page 1

Happy St. Patricks Day!
Top of the Morning to all my viewers and readers, 

and may the wind always be at your back.

The George Ondek show can be seen on Cablevision 
Thursdays at 7:30 pm, Sundays at 11:30 am and 7:30 pm throughout 

Westchester & parts of Putnam, and on Youtube anytime.
Look for our upcoming show on the Grand Re-Opening & Ribbon Cutting 

Ceremony  of Details Health Spa, East Main Street in Shrub Oak 
on March 19 at 11am , 914 302-7771.
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 Drafts Belong in Mugs 
 Not Windows

 Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

 2010 Albany Post Road, Croton-on-Hudson 
 www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

 Visit our office & showroom 
 to see the variety of products

 on display,  or we will bring  our  
 showroom to you.

 ROOFING  •   SIDING  •    DOORS  •    DECKS  •   WINDOWS
 SEAMLESS GUTTERS  •   LEADERS  •   REPAIRS

        R
obert 

 & 

 Mary Sniffen, 

 Owners

 LIC# WC 10415H99     PC 1817-A

 Drafts Belong in Mugs 
 Not Windows

 Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

 2010 Albany Post Road, Croton-on-Hudson 
 www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

 Visit our office & showroom 
 to see the variety of products

 on display,  or we will bring  our  
 showroom to you.

 ROOFING  •   SIDING  •    DOORS  •    DECKS  •   WINDOWS
 SEAMLESS GUTTERS  •   LEADERS  •   REPAIRS

        R
obert 

 & 

 Mary Sniffen, 

 Owners

 LIC# WC 10415H99     PC 1817-A

FREE 
CORNED 

BEEF 
WITH 5 OR 

MORE 
WINDOWS!

Salon Amore
559 Route 6 Mahopac

(845) 803 8015
 Find us on Facebook

Junior & Senior  
Prom Special

Hair and professional
Make up $100

Call for appointment

PUTNAM SELF STORAGE
P.O. Box 749 • 251 Route 52

Carmel, New York 10512
(845) 225-5055  • Fax: 845-225-6496

Spaces range from 
locker-size units to oversize  

garages, for all your  
storage needs.

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00am-4:30pm

• Month to month lease
• Ground level units
• Clean, secure, well 
   maintained facility
• We offer total customer  
   statisfaction - guaranteed
• Our rental units are sized to fit 
   all your needs
• You can access your unit 24  
   hours, seven days a week.
• We accept most major credit  
   cards, cash, and checks

•We offer convenient monthly  
  billings to your credit card
• A mail slot is available for your  
   payment convenience
• Our employees are always 
   willing to help

5x5
5x10
10x5
10x10

10x15 
10x20 
10x25 
10x30

All Sizes:

putnamselfstorage@verizon.net

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

St. Patrick’s Day Parade 2015 Photos

Key Food Marketplace
1001 Route 6

Mahopac, NY 10541
845-628-7920

We have expanded our  
selection of Gluten Free,  

Organic, all natural products
Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
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Carmel resident Burt Houseworth 
was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease 
in 2005.  When he first received this 
diagnosis he thought his world was 
over.  But at the current age of 83, 
Burt remains actively engaged in his 
community – leading discussion groups, 
and keeping busy with hobbies including 
sketching and photographing cloud 
formations in and around his home.  
Several of Mr. Houseworth’s sketches 
and “Cloudwatching” photographs are 
currently on display on the second floor 
of Mahopac Public Library.  Visitors to 
the Library are encouraged to view his 
inspiring work, which will remain on 
display throughout the month of March. 

“I am not an artist,” states Mr. 
Houseworth, “but I have found that the 
new challenges in these hobbies have 
given me a great deal of satisfaction and 
much pleasure.”  By sketching landscapes 
and water scenes, jet fighters and city 
skylines, Houseworth has channeled his 
determination into creative endeavors 
that are expressive and deeply fulfilling.

In the early stages of his illness he 
also decided to “re-read” all the classic 
novels covered in school including 
John Steinbeck’s ‘Of Mice and Men’, Lee 

Harper’s ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’, and Jane 
Austen’s ‘Pride and Prejudice’.  Over the 
next two years Houseworth accumulated 
more than thirty-five “leather bound” 
editions of classic works which he hopes 
to give to his grandchildren.  

Mahopac Public Library is honored 
to have the opportunity to share Mr. 
Houseworth’s artwork, and his story, 
with the community.  Viewers will 
surely be moved by his courage, and 
individuals facing the devastating effects 
of Alzheimer’s may be motivated to find 
their own avenues of self-expression. 

For information about the Alzheimer’s 
disease resources available at Mahopac 
Public Library, please call the Reference 
Department at 845-628-2009, ext 130. 

Green Chimneys School’sUpstander 
Initiative is expanding its effort to increase 
awareness about bullying and ways to 
stand up to it with a special event for the 
families of Green Chimneys students and 
the Brewster community. On Wednesday, 
March 16th, Green Chimneys will 
partner with Rachel’s Challenge for an 
inspirational and educational evening 
program to help the local community 
come together and be more accepting, 
inclusive, and nonjudgmental to make 
schools, and the community at large, 
a kinder, safer, and more caring place. 
Rachel’s Challenge inspires individuals 
to replace acts of violence, bullying, and 
negativity with acts of respect, kindness, 
and compassion. This advocacy effort 

is based on the 
life and writings 
of Rachel Joy 
Scott who was 
the first victim of 
the Columbine 
school shootings 
in 1999. Her 
vision was to start 
a chain reaction 
of kindness and 
compassion which 
now serves as the 
group’s mission 
to make schools 
safer, more 
connected places 
where bullying 
and violence are 

replaced with kindness and respect; 
and where learning and teaching are 
awakened to their fullest.

 Join Green Chimneys students and 
staff as an “Honorary Upstander” on 
Wednesday, March 16 from 6:30 p.m. 
– 7 p.m. in the campus Dining Hall at 
Green Chimneys (400 Doansburg Road, 
Brewster, NY 10509). A guest speaker 
from Rachel’s Challenge will present a 
rich and inspiring program, challenging 
all attendees to make a difference in their 
lives and the lives of the people around 
them. Guests will have the opportunity to 
meet, share and support each other in this 
open forum. The Upstander Initiative is 
Green Chimneys’ anti-bullying program 

designed to help students identify 
unacceptable behaviors and learn ways 
to address, and prevent, bullying. An 
Upstander Committee works within the 
school and across the organization to 
ensure the Green Chimneys culture is one 
of safety, respect and inclusion and that 
students – and staff – are committed to 
being Upstanders. As a part of the Green 
Chimneys School curriculum, ongoing 
programming introduces topics and 
activities to spark discussion and create 
understanding.

 Green Chimneys is a multi-faceted 
nonprofit organization helping young 

people to maximize their full potential 
by providing residential, educational, 
clinical and recreational services in a 
safe and supportive environment that 
nurtures connections with their families, 
the community, animals and nature. 
Spanning two campuses in Putnam 
County, Green Chimneys services include 
an accredited special education school, 
residential treatment center, animal-
assisted and nature-based therapeutic 
programs, public education and 
recreation programs, and community-
based support for youth and families. 
www.greenchimneys.org

If you’re interested in raising money for 
your organization, sports team, church 
etc., the Carmel Rotary Club and Carmel 
High School Interact Club are providing 
an opportunity to take the stress out of 
organizing a fundraiser. On March 12 the 
Annual Basketball Shootout will take place 
at Carmel High School between the hours 
of 9 a.m. to noon.  This popular annual 
event offers community organizations in 
Putnam County a simple, easy method to 
raise support and awareness. 

To participate just pick up a sponsor 
form, reach out to your supporters and 
obtain pledges for either a flat donation or 
a per basket amount.  Bring the sponsor 

form with you on Saturday March 12th, 
and ‘shoot’ some baskets.  Complete 
Instructions are on the back of the forms 
and can be obtained by calling 845-225-
2012 or 845-228-2218 or contacting www.
carmelrotary.org.  The shooters’ group 
keeps 90 percent of the pledges while 10 
percent is designated to Carmel Rotary to 
enhance their community projects.

If your group or organization would 
be interested but were not able to sign 
up pledges this year, why not consider 
stopping by the event to see firsthand 
what a great program is available and 
perhaps consider joining the Basketball 
Shootout next year.

Green Chimneys to Host Anti-Bullying Community Event

Carmel Rotary Helps Local 
Organizations Raise Funds

PROVIDED PHOTO
Burt Houseworth with a recent sketch at Mahopac 
Public Library.

Crossword Answers
Carmel Resident Faces the 
Challenges of Alzheimer’s
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By Martin Wilbur
Finding a responsible landscaper that 

can do the work a homeowner requires 
without feeling they’ve been gypped is a 
reasonable expectation.

Unfortunately, too many residents have 
horror stories to tell of perpetual billing 
without confirmation that some or all of 
the tasks that appear on the invoices were 
actually done.

Last spring James Albis tapped into that 
discontent with the launch of Yardhub, 
a website where property owners 
throughout the metropolitan area, 
including all of Westchester, can order 
landscaping and other outdoor services 
with licensed, reputable firms that have 
been fully vetted and will perform only 
the work that is needed when it’s required.

Albis said segments of the landscaping 
industry still operate like “the Wild West,” 
with companies only accepting cash or 
unable or refusing to take credit card or 
debit payments. That sentiment can also 
be compounded by the unpredictability 
of service.

“It’s the only business that spends so 
much money – it’s a $100 billion category 
(annually) – that has a level of customer 
service and a level of customer experience 
that is on par with running a lemonade 

stand,” said Albis, who along with 
Yardhub co-founder Bill Ralph were both 
raised in Yorktown. “But yet people fork 
over tens of thousands of dollars.”

This year Albis has expanded Yardhub’s 
services to include year-round outdoor 
work, including snowplowing for the 
winter and pool cleaning for the summer. 

Consumers can also request tree service, 
masonry work and various miscellaneous 
outdoor tasks such as house paining, 
sealing driveways, roof repairs, window 
cleaning and many other jobs.

Customers can order the service they 
need within a minute by establishing 
an account, selecting the type of work 
needed to be done, the date they would 
like to have it accomplished and providing 
a credit card or debit card number. Those 
account numbers are held securely by 
BrainTree Payments, a division of PayPal, 
which Yardhub has engaged to handle its 
transactions.

“We wanted to make it very easy 
on homeowners by focusing on the 
simplicity,” said Albis, now a Somers 
resident. “We provide that convenience 
for customers in their own mind,” Albis 
said. “It’s very easy, it’s transparent, it’s 
one-stop shopping.”

Protecting the consumer is certainly 
one priority. Albis said recently he heard 
from a northern Westchester homeowner 
who received a $7,000 bill from her 
landscaper despite not having seen 
them in six months. Yardhub saves the 
customer time and energy, where they 
don’t have to pursue price quotes on their 
own from individual providers.

However, it’s also to the benefit of the 
service provider, Albis said. Instead of 
waiting weeks and even months for a 
customer to mail a check after receiving 
an invoice, each company is paid within 
48 hours of rendering the service. It 
also provides them a steady stream of 
customers.

“Legitimate business owners are signing 
up with Yardhub because they find value 
in working with us long term,” Albis said.

There are also responsibilities for both 
the customer and the vendor. The service 
provider must take photos of their work 
and post them on the Yardhub platform. 
Meanwhile, the customer is asked to 
complete an objective evaluation of 
the work done at their property, which 
is critical to maintaining high quality 
vendors Service providers must maintain 
a rating of at least four stars to remain 
affiliated with Yardhub.

“We rate them as well as the 
homeowners so it’s incumbent upon them 
to do it every time,” Albis said.

On Apr. 1, Yardhub will also be 
introducing a new mobile app for the 
launch of its spring season services.

For more information and the full list of 
services that can be reserved on Yardhub, 
visit www.yardhub.com. 

Online Platform Brings Outdoor Services to Homeowners’ Fingertips 

James Albis, right, with Yardhub co-founder Bill 
Ralph, which connects homeowners to a wide 
range of  service providers for their properties 
such as landscapers, snowplowing and pool 
cleaning that is professional, reliable and easy to 
use.

By Sal Di Costanzo
In a perfect world, everyone would 

craft an estate and elder care plan well in 
advance of having to implement it, but 
the world isn’t perfect!

I have had the opportunity to work on 
a fair amount of cases where clients, who 
had no estate or elder can plan, fell ill 
or became disabled.  In some cases, the 
person was in need of homecare services. 
Yet in other cases, nursing home care 
was a necessity.  I am disheartened when 
I am confronted by these situations 
after clients have exhausted most, if not 
all, of their assets because they were 
under the impression that they waited 
too long to do their planning, and as 
a result, there was nothing to do other 
than spend-down their assets. There is 
always something a competent elder law 

attorney can do to protect someone’s 
assets, even at the 11th hour.

One of the simplest techniques is 
spousal refusal, but obviously there 
needs to be a spouse.  This is where the 
assets of the ill or disabled spouse are 
transferred to the healthy spouse, who 
then refuses to apply those assets to the 
cost of health care. Many are surprised 
to learn that the Medicaid five-year look-
back period does not apply to transfers 
between spouses.  Once all of the assets 
are out of the ill or disabled spouse’s 
name, that spouse may be eligible for 
Medicaid.

The five-year look-back period also 
is inapplicable in all homecare cases.  
Thus, when there is no spouse, assets can 
be transferred to anyone.  We often use 
outright transfers and certain trusts to 
move assets in homecare cases.

The real challenge is when there is 
no spouse and an individual enters a 
nursing home where the five-year look-
back period does apply.  In that case, 
an experienced elder law attorney can 
implement a certain planning technique 
commonly referred to as a “promissory 
note/gifting strategy”.  The intricacies 
of the strategy are outside the scope of 
this article, but the result is that we can 
save approximately 40-50 percent of 
the individual’s assets.  Most people are 
ecstatic to achieve these savings since 
they were contemplating total spend-
down.  These are real success stories.

Medicaid also allows for certain 
exempt transfers and does not count 
certain assets as available for eligibility 
purposes.  For instance, a homestead 
can be transferred to a caretaker child 
without penalty.  Moreover, individual 
retirement accounts (“IRA’s”) are 
exempt, provided that the individual 
is receiving their required minimum 
distributions.  On too many occasions 
I have seen people exhaust their IRA’s 
unnecessarily.  

All of the above techniques may 
require a power of attorney and statutory 
gifts rider in order to complete the 
planning.  A basic boilerplate form will 
be inadequate for these purposes.  If the 
person in need has capacity, there is a 
rush to prepare and sign a new power of 
attorney and statutory gifts rider.  If there 
is no capacity, a guardianship must be 
contemplated.  Although a guardianship 
proceeding may be the only key that 
unlocks the door, there is an expedited 
form of a guardianship under Article 
81.16 of the Mental Hygiene Law that 
allows for the appointment of a special 
guardian for a limited purpose.  For 
instance, where we are seeking to 
transfer the primary residence to a 
healthy spouse, we will utilize this type 
of proceeding to save costs and time.

Please contact us at 914-925-1010 
or by e-mail at smd@mfd-law.com.  
You may also visit our website at www.
plantodayfortomorrow.com.

Law Book: It’s Never Too Late to Start an Elder Care Plan
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Between a childhood in 
South Philadelphia and an 
early adulthood spent in 
Boston and Brooklyn Heights, 
I never had much exposure to 
birds or birdwatching —

unless sharing the sidewalk 
with flocks of pigeons counts. 

But now, after decades 
of living in a leafy suburb, 
the birds of our region have 
become a regular part of my 
life. 

Our life with birds began 
in a storybook fashion when 
my wife Margaret developed 
a friendship with a cardinal 
who would scrape its beak 
against our bedroom window 
screen every morning until she greeted 
it. The chickadees of the winter would 
make way for the robins and blue jays 
of spring, and autumn would not be 
complete without spotting at least one 
procession of wild turkeys crossing the 
road.

I began to ask my family members, 
some of whom are real ornitho-
enthusiasts, especially my mother-in-
law, what the average homeowner could 
do to help local birds. Their advice is 
condensed here.

First of all, the birds need 
food. The big sack of wild 
bird seed you can get at the 
supermarket may disappoint 
you if you are hoping to see 
a variety of species. House 
sparrows, a species that 
isn’t native to this area, are 
attracted to the millet in most 
seed mixes, and they will 
usually crowd out other birds 
at the feeder. They are cute 
in their own right, but if you 
want to support other types of 
birds, the millet has got to go. 
Finches like thistle and Nyjer 
in special vertical feeders, 
crows and jays enjoy peanuts 
and many other birds like 

striped shell sunflower seeds.
Once your food is laid out, you 

need to protect it from squirrels. You 
have to expect the squirrels to come at 
your birdseed from every conceivable 
direction. What seems to work best is 
to put cone-shaped baffles above and 
below your feeder, and then position 
it far enough away from any surface 
from which a squirrel can launch itself 
laterally. If this doesn’t work, wild 
bird supply stores sell a hot pepper oil 
specially designed to be mixed into bird 

seed, such as Cole’s Flaming Squirrel 
Seed Sauce. The birds can’t taste the spice 
at all, but squirrels hate it.

A few kind souls even set up special 
squirrel feeders in the hopes of keeping 
them well fed to leave the seed alone, 
but I would fear a squirrel invasion if I 
encouraged them.

Now that your birds are fed, you 
can offer them shelter. There are many 
birdhouse-shaped garden accessories 
available, but to truly help the birds 
you will want to research the needs of 
the species you want to attract. Purple 
martins, for example, want to live close 
together, and their birdhouses look like 
apartment buildings. Bluebirds, on the 
other hand, prefer a single birdhouse on 
a pole in a sunny field, preferably with 
a horizontal slit for an entrance. Once 
again, house sparrows crowd other 
species, but you can discourage them 
by looking for entrance holes no bigger 
than an inch-and-a-half in diameter. 

For all birds, select houses with at 
least one ventilation hole to let heat out, 
another one on the bottom for drainage 
and a rough-surfaced interior to help the 
birds climb out. An overhang over the 
entrance gives them shelter from rain 
and sun, but avoid a perch in front of 
the hole which can help a predator gain 

access.
If you have cats, keep them indoors. 

Cat predation causes the deaths of 
millions of birds a year, and an indoor 
lifestyle is much safer for the cat as well. 
Hawks and owls need food, too, but if 
you don’t want them eating your guests, 
you can help by keeping your feeders 
under the shelter of a tree or deck. 

Finally, think about protecting birds 
from flying into your glass windows or 
doors. One of the less visually obtrusive 
products I have found are window 
alert decals and UV liquid window 
markers. The decals and liquid are nearly 
transparent to us, but birds can see them 
clearly with their UV vision. They do 
have to be replaced every six months. 

These tips are barely an introduction to 
all you can learn when you start noticing 
birds. Eventually the interest can grow 
into a most rewarding way to reconnect 
with nature.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog iswww.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

What a Delight to Listen to Our Neighbors Who Tweet

The wine 
industry in the 
United States is 
thriving. Consider 
this: the number 
of wine producers 
is growing, over 
4,000 at last count. 
The amount of wine 
being produced is 
at a record high, 

and now ranks fourth in the world; the 
amount of wine consumed annually is at 
a record high, and now ranks first in per 
capita consumption.

The environment for this rising 
influence of American wine throughout 
the world is due in no small part to the 
emergence of gentleman (and lady) 
farmers and producers. Recent advances 
in technology and techniques, in the 
vineyards and the wineries, 
have culminated in new, 
high quality wines in every 
wine shop in the country. 

And investors and 
entrepreneurs are staking 
claims throughout the 
United States, notably 
in California, and more 
specifically in Napa 
Valley. For the last four 
decades, new wineries 
have been popping up in 

Napa Valley at an historic 
rate. And many have 
succeeded. 

Yet the wine industry in 
the United States is quite 
young when compared to 
other wine regions around 
the world. Wine has been 
produced in the Middle East for 6,000 
years. Its roots in Western Europe date 
back to the Roman Empire, more than 
2,000 years ago.

In the United States, the wine industry 
has peaked and ebbed several times since 
the first grapes were planted in Florida 
and California a mere 400 years ago by 
French Huguenots and Spanish monks.

A number of factors contributed to the 
fluctuations in wine’s popularity. What 
brought this history to mind was the 
recent passing of one of the icons of the 
American wine industry, Peter Mondavi. 
I began to think about the wine industry 
in an historical sense, rather than 
focusing on the boundless agricultural 

and economic aspects of 
winemaking. I decided the 
subject of this week’s column 
would be a broad-brushed 
insight into the pioneers of 

Napa Valley winemaking.
Despite the legacy of 

early wine producers, 
the United States wine 

industry does not have the 
deep, sustained longevity 
of Western Europe. Legacy 
in the United States 
rarely is deeper than two 
generations. By contrast, 
in France, Italy and Spain, 
family wineries have been 

plying their trade for six, sometimes 10, 
even 20 generations. The Antinori family 
has been continuously making fine wines 
for 26 generations, since 1385.

In the United States, winemaking began 
in earnest in the mid to late 19th century. 
The wave of European immigrants to 
California, notably Napa Valley, in 
pursuit of a better life, brought with them 
generations of winemaking heritage. And 
they were modestly successful. 

The next wave of winemakers, in the 
early 20th century, discovered the unique 
terroir of the Napa Valley. Pioneers 
like the Mondavi family, the Gallo 
brothers, Georges de Latour and Louis P. 
Martini introduced wine lovers to high 
quality wines and refined winemaking 
techniques. Americans began consuming 
wine as never before.

Then a tsunami hit our shores. In 1920, 
Prohibition shut down the wine industry 
for 13 years. Decimated, it was not to fully 
recover for nearly 50 years. 

The most recent wave of winemakers 
to Napa Valley comes from all walks of 

life and with a broad range of experience. 
This new breed includes wealthy 
individuals who made their fortunes in 
other industries and became enamored 
with wine. Many considered wine as a 
means to be one with nature, escaping the 
capitalist trappings of mainstream society. 
Others considered wine as the ultimate 
trophy, and a winery the pinnacle of 
bragging rights. 

Whether considering wine as a vocation 
or an avocation, today’s California wine 
industry is a far cry from that of the early 
settlers. One of the prime differentiators 
is the investment required to own and run 
a winery. In Napa Valley, the cost of prime 
wine property can be as high as $300,000 
per acre, compared to a more affordable 
$100 in the late 1800s. Very few aspiring 
entrepreneurs, or the progenitors of 
pioneers, will be able to create, or sustain, 
a longstanding legacy.    

Coming up: more on the stars of Napa 
Valley, from its beginnings to the present 
day. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

The Legacy in a Bottle of California’s Napa Valley Wine

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner   914-864-0878   advertising@theexaminernews.com
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Help Wanted: 
Park District Maintenance.  Seeking 

individual to perform year-round 
maintenance duties. Part-time, up to 
28 hours per week, $25 per hour, own 
transportation & tools.  Duties include: 
maintenance and repair of beach and park 
areas to include carpentry, masonry and 
painting projects. Experience necessary. 
Putnam Lake Park District: info@
putnamlakeparkdistrict.com. 845-878-
6500, ext. 41

Lifeguard Manager.  Part-time, up to 
10 hours per week, $20 per hour, April to 
September Duties: oversight of lifeguards, 
beach scheduling, safety drills, submit 
certifications to Patterson Town Hall, 
Ensure emergency equipment/supplies 
are in good/working condition. Check 
lifeguards daily. Lifeguard experience 
necessary. Putnam Lake Park District: 
info@putnamlakeparkdistrict.com. 845-
878-6500, ext. 41

Lifeguards Wanted. Lifeguards 
needed for Warren Beach and Jackson 
Beach from Memorial Day through 
Labor Day weekend Lifeguard/CPR 
certification. Salary based on experience. 
Putnam Lake Park District: info@
putnamlakeparkdistrict.com.  845-878-
6500, ext. 41
Carmel Central School District 
Kindergarten Registration 

Registration for Kindergarten for 
students who will be entering Carmel 
schools in September 2016 will be held 
at the school the child will attend. All 
registrations take place from 9:30 a.m. 
– 11:30 a.m. Kent Primary School, 1065 
Route 52, Carmel.  (845 225-5025).  
Wednesday, March 16  for families with 
last names beginning with A-L.  Thursday, 
March 17 for families with last names 
beginning with M-Z.  Matthew Paterson 
Elementary School, 100 South St., 
Patterson 

(845 878-3211). Wednesday, March 16 
for families with last names beginning 
with A-L.  Thursday, March 17 for 
families with last names beginning with 
M-Z. Kent Elementary School, 1091 
Route 52, Carmel.  (845 225-5029). 
Wednesday, March 16 for families with 
last names beginning with A-L.  Thursday, 
March 17 for families with last names 
beginning with M-Z.  Children who will 
be five years old on or before December 
1, 2016 are eligible to register for the 
September classes.  Parents are asked to 
bring the child’s original birth certificate, 
immunization records and two proofs of 
residency.  For additional information 
please call the school your child will 
attend. If unsure of the school your child 
will attend, please call our Transportation 
Office at 845 225-3200.
Scholarhsips

The Brewster-Carmel Garden Club 
offers two scholarships.  One to a resident 
of Brewster/Southeast and one to a Carmel 

resident planning to study horticulture, 
floriculture, landscape  design, botany, 
environmental studies or a related 
field.  Letter of recommendation from a 
person outside the school of attendance 
is required and award applicants will be 
interviewed by a representative of the 
garden club.  Please contact Emily at 845-
279- 6061 for more information and an 
application.  The deadline for applying is 
April 8.

The Village of Brewster Film Festival 
(VOBFF) is now accepting independent 
film submissions for its 2016 season. The 
Village of Brewster Film Festival is Labor 
Day Weekend, from September 1st-4th. 
You can submit your film via the website 
at VOBFilmFestival.com or contact Bob 
at 845 729 5107 for more details.
Book Clubs: 

Mahopac Public Library Adult Book 
Groups: Monday Evening Book group: 
Meets the first Monday of each month at 
7:30 p.m. Light Bite Book Group: meets 
on the third Monday or third Wednesday 
of each month at 1 p.m. Flo Brandon Book 
Review Group: meets on the first Friday 
of each month at 11 a.m.   Wednesday 
Evening Crossover Book Group: meets 
on the first Wednesday of each month 
at 6:30 pm.  Registration is required for 
the young reader book groups.  Register 
online at www.mahopaclibrary.org, or call 
845-628-2009, ext 100
Art on Display: 

Carmel resident Elisabeth Frischauf 
is currently exhibiting her ceramic bas-
reliefs and three-dimensional sculptures 
in the Third Floor Gallery at Mahopac 
Library.

Visitors to the Kent Public Library 
during the month of March will enjoy 
delightful photographs of storybook 
characters by Stephen Cihanek.  Mr. 
Cihanek is a photographer based in 
Pawling, who photographs mostly 
weddings and theatrical productions. 
It was his photo of Red Ridding Hood 
and The Wolf from the musical “Into 
the Woods” that inspired this series of 
storybook characters. He has shown work 
during the Red Show at the Front Street 
Gallery in Patterson and the 50 Shades of 
Hay show at The Gallery at Eastern Hay in 
Pawling. Other than at the Kent Library, 
he is currently showing in the Shadow 
exhibit at the Front Street Gallery in 
Patterson.  You can see more of his work 
atwww.cihanek.com

Kaitlin M. Duffy, the art teacher at 
Fulmar Road Elementary School, has 
installed an impressive show of artwork 
created by 1st, 2nd and 3rd graders in 
the Young Arts Gallery at Mahopac 
Public Library. Hanging scrolls, Greek 
Amphoras, and Arctic landscapes are 
featured in this exhibit that will remain 
on view through March 14.  The Young 
Arts Gallery is located in the entryway to 
the Children’s Wing; visitors to Mahopac 

Library can view the student artwork 
during regular Library hours.

Mahopac Public Library is accepting 
artists’ proposals for the Third Floor 
Gallery exhibit space.  Artwork is also 
being solicited for a show entitled “LACE” 
that will be on display in the Third Floor 
Gallery during the month of April.

Plastic Harvest: until March 27.  
Location: Gallery 66 NY, 66 Main Street, 
Cold Spring.  Opening Reception: March 
4, 2016, 6 p.m.-9 p.m. Phone: 845-809-
5838. Website: www.gallery66ny.com 
Email: gallery66ny@gmail.com. Cost: 
Free to the Public.  Contact: Barbara 
Galazzo, 845-809-5838
Wednesday, March 9 

The Putnam County Marine Corps 
League will hold its monthly meeting at 
the Carmel VFW Hall, 36 Gleneida Ave. 
(Rte.52) Carmel. Meetings are always held 
on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 
the VFW Hall. We are always looking for 
new members. If you are a U.S. Marine or 
FMF Corpsmen veteran, reservist or on 
active duty, we welcome you as a brother.
View us at www.putnammcl.com
Friday, March 11

Brewster Theater Company Presents 
“The Odd Couple”: Performances Friday 
March 11, 8 p.m.  Saturday March 12, 8 
p.m.  Sunday March 13, 7 p.m.  Saturday 
March 19, 2 p.m. and Sunday, March 
20, at 2 p.m. The revised female version 
showcases performances on Thursday, 
March 10, 8 p.m. Saturday March 12, 2 
p.m. , Sunday March 13, 2 p.m. , Friday, 
March 18, 8 p.m., and Saturday March 19, 
8 p.m. Tickets: $18 Adult, $15 Student/
Senior.   Special Combo Tickets only 
$25, available online only until March 
10..  845.232.0739.  E-mail: info@
brewstertheatercompany.org.  Website: 
www.brewstertheatercompany.org
Saturday, March 12

Kids’ Choice Awards:  7:30 p.m. Grades 
1-6. Patterson Library presents the fourth 
annual Kids Choice Awards! Come walk 
the red carpet, watch the Nickelodeon 
Kids’ Choice Awards on the big screen 
and win prizes. Come dressed to 
impress! Registration required. For more 
information or to register contact the 
Patterson Library at 845-878-6121 x10 or 
go to www.pattersonlibrary.org and click 
Calendar.

Princeton Review ACT practice test 
at the Kent Library.  Princeton Review is 
offering an ACT practice test at the Kent 
Public Library, 10 a.m. -2 p.m. free of 
charge. This is an opportunity to take the 
exam and have it scored in preparation for 
the actual test. Registration is required for 
each student attending. Space is limited. 
Remember to bring a calculator and #2 
pencils as well as a bag lunch.  You may 
register for the program by going to www.
kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent Public 
Library at 845-225-8585.  The library is 
located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes.  

Backyard Farming Workshop Series:  
Raising Backyard Chickens.  1 p.m. – 3 p.m.  
Putnam Valley Grange.  128 Mill Street (at 
Peekskill Hollow Rd.) Putnam Valley.  $15 
Registered and Paid in advance. $20 at the 
door. Whether you’d like a big flock or just 
a few as pets, this workshop will cover all 
the basics of raising chickens on almost 
any amount of property. Learn how to 
start chicks successfully, about different 
coop designs, predators and deterrents, 
types of feeds and supplements to keep 
your chickens healthy, local regulations 
regarding keeping chickens on residential 
property, and much more.  

The class will be taught by Putnam Valley 
Grange’s own Nancy McDaid, backyard 
farmer and chicken enthusiast for many 
years. The program will include  the use 
of numerous photographs, diagrams and 
charts, examples of the equipment and 
tools used in caring for chickens and 
their eggs, and perhaps even a few guest 
chickens.  For more information and 
to register: www.PutnamValleyGrange.
org/backyardfarming. FMI: info@
PutnamValleyGrange.org

The Putnam Valley Historical Society 
is pleased to announce a new season of 
Our American History :  A Free Program 
Series Open to the Public: The Putnam 
Valley301 PeekskilL hollow Rd.  Putnam 
Valley, NY 10579 (845) 528-1024.   
putnamvalleyhistory@gmail.com.  The 
Amawalk Nursery with Local Historian, 
Author and Editor.  Monica Doherty.  10 
a.m. 

Digital Photography: Using Light.  2 
p.m.  Professional photographer Sally 
Delmerico will show you how to demystify 
the use of your digital camera. Learn 
about the most important features & tools 
on your camera to get the right exposure 
and make your photo much more than a 
snapshot! ISO, exposure compensation, 
white balance, metering, the histogram, 
and composition will be discussed. To 
register or for more information, visit us 
online at www.pattersonlibrary.org and 
click on calendar or call 845-878-6121 
x10. Free program.

The Canada Lee Project:  7:30 p.m.  
Adults- $16; Students and Seniors- $10.  
New York native Canada Lee, once called 
“the greatest Negro actor of his day” by 
The New York Times, has been virtually 
erased from history. The Canada Lee 
Project explores his legacy as both an 
actor and passionate civil rights activist 
through an on-stage reading based on 
Hudson Valley playwright, Mona Z. 
Smith’s original play about Lee as well 
as her critically acclaimed biography. 
Characters include many of Lee’s well-
known contemporaries including Orson 
Welles, Langston Hughes, Talullah 
Bankhead and Ed Sullivan. Join us for a 
pre-reading wine and cheese reception at 
6:30pm and a post-show Q&A with the 
actors and playwright.

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49
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Members of  the Haldane boys’ basketball team, including Nick Chiera (5), Eric Rizzi (4), David Rotando (3) and Will Zuvic (33), erupt in joy after Coach Joe Virgadamo’s Blue Devils defeated state-ranked (No.3) 
Section 11 champion Stony Brook, 35-34, for the NYS Region 1 Class C championship last Friday at Pace University. Three-time reigning Section 1 champion Haldane will now represent at the NYS Final 4 at Glens 
Falls for a second year in a row where the 2015 NYS runner-up Blue Devils will face state-ranked (No.2) Section 4 champion Moravia in the state semifinals on Friday at 3:15 p.m. at the fabled Civic Center... see 
Boys’ Hoops Notebook

Haldane Repeats as Region 1 Champs, Heads to Glens Falls

The Falls Guys!
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

There is a triangular strip of land from 
I-684’s Bedford to Armonk that angles 
back west via Bear Ridge Road toward 
Briarcliff, encompassing some 15-20 miles 
between them, and three reigning Section 
1 boys’ basketball championships as well. 

Class AA’s Fox Lane (Bedford), Class 
A’s Byram Hills (Armonk) and Class 
B’s Briarcliff all ruled the hoops roost 
this winter, but none of these programs 
three-peated like the team due north did. 
Putnam County’s Class C’s Haldane High, 
the little engine that could, did so for the 
first time in history.

Coach Joe Virgadamo’s Blue Devils won 
its third-straight Section 1 championship 
back on February 27th before they took 
their act into the NYSPHSAA Class C 
tournament this past week when Haldane 
survived and advanced by defeating 
state-ranked (No.3) Section 11 champion 
Stony Brook, 35-34, for the NYS Region 
1 championship last Friday at Pace 
University. 

Thusly, Coach Virgadamo’s unranked 
Blue Devils (16-9) earned a second-
straight trip back to the Glens Falls Civic 
Center for the first time ever. Haldane 
lost in the state semifinals a year ago, 70-
60, to Lake George, the eventual state 

champ. The Blue Devils, who defeated 
Section 9 champion Chester, 52-47, in the 
opening round of the state tournament, 
will play state-ranked (No.2) Section 4 
champion Moravia, a double-overtime 
winner against Cooperstown, in the state 
semifinals on Friday at 3:15 p.m.

Moravia made two previous appearances 

in the state Final 4, its last trip coming in 
2013. Jared Lyon is the only player who 
remains from that Blue Devils squad. 
Section 6’s Middle Early College (No.5 in 
NYS) takes on Section 7’s AuSable Valley 
(No.4 in NYS) in the other state semifinal 
at 1:30 p.m. Friday.

Haldane won the Stony Brook game on 

the boards, outrebounding Stony Brook, 
27-18; done mostly through the efforts 
of its starting five: Will Zuvic, David 
Rotando, Nick Chiera, Tucker Beachak 
and Blaine Fitzgerald — who played all 
but three minutes. Each of them hit the 
boards against a larger Stony Brook club, 
who showed tremendous sportsmanship, 
despite losing to Haldane for the second 
year in a row. 

“I can’t even describe this,” senior G 
Rotando said. “Everyone counted us out 
from day one. No one thought we could 
do this, not even our parents up there. We 
lost all our seniors last year that carried 
our team, so this feels amazing. I like to 
play with heart, I go out there every day 
like it’s my last game, and I just want to ride 
this out till it ends. We just all bought in as 
a team and all that matters is playing with 
heart. I need to breath for a minute and 
give my family a hug right now.”

Prior to the hugs and subsequent love 
the Blue Devils received from their faithful 
fanatics, neither team got much going 
offensively, so it would come down to the 
glass and limiting second-chance opps.

“You tell me Tucker struggles, I say, 
We’re going home, but nope,” Virgadamo 
said. “David, Nick, Blaine, Will — they 
step up. I think we played five guys for the 
majority of the game. Special group right 
here. Rotando just wants it, he just wants 

Members of  the 2016 NYS Class C Region 1 champion Haldane Blue Devils pose with championship 
hardware last Friday at Pace University. 

Haldane Repeats as Region 1 Champs, Bound for NYS Final 4
Unranked Blue Devils to Face No.2 Moravia in State Semis

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Blue Devil F Nick Chiera goes baseline in Region 1 championship win.
Haldane’s David Rotando leaps into the arms of  teammate Tucker Beachak as jubilant Haldane fans look on in Region 1 championship win 
over Stony Brook.
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it. He doesn’t want it to end. Zuvic said to 
me a year ago, ‘We’re going back, coach’ 
and I said we gotta a lot of work to do, but 
that kid stayed so composed tonight. He 
controlled the boards, hit big baskets, sunk 

his free throws, and Nick 
Schiera played his best 
game. 

“We were disciplined 
at the end and this just 
couldn’t happen to a better 
group,” Virgadamo added. 
“I’m always optimistic. If 
you’re not you shouldn’t 
be in this business, so 
once I saw these guys on 
Day 1 grinding it out, we 
all bought in. We knew we 
had to go through Keio, 
Tuckahoe and Hamilton 
and North Salem, but 
I don’t think anyone 
believed besides us mid-
season. We just had to 
keep crossing Class C 
teams off in Section 1 and 
then Chester from Section 
9 and then Stony Brook 
tonight. These seniors just 
want it”.

Zuvic, who struggled 
to get in a rhythm in the 
Section 1 championship 
game on account of foul 
trouble, was the difference 
against Stony Brook, 
pulling down a game-
high 15 rebounds and 17 

points, many of them key buckets that held 
off Stony Brook runs.

“I figured I owed my teammates an extra 
effort tonight,” Zuvic said. “They brought 

me all the way here, so 
I wanted to help them 
out. Oh, my God, this 
feels amazing. This is 
like a Cinderella story, 
you know. Heart, heart 
and passion are what got 
us to this point. That’s 
it, and intensity. We just 
don’t want it to end.”

Beachak added eight 
points and three assists, 
including a big triple 
at 1:20 of the third for 
a 31-27 Haldane lead. 
Haldane led for the 
entire second half but 
Stony Brook gave the 
Blue Devils a major 
scare by draining a pair 
of 3-pointers in the final 
minute to close within 
one.

Rotando, that pesky 
fly you can’t kill at a 
picnic despite repeated 
attempts, made a clutch 
defensive play as the 
clock expired. He added 
four assists and three 
steals, while Blaine 
Fitzgerald had five 
points and six rebounds 
for the Blue Devils, who, 

with four fouls to give, 
strategically fouled 
Stony Brook four 
times over the final 24 
seconds, forbidding 
any kind of rhythm or 
shot in its final set.

The Blue Devils 
also defeated Section 
9 champ Chester last 
Tuesday and secured 
a third straight trip 
to the regional final 
with a 52-47 win at the 
Westchester County 
Center, despite a 3-of-
19 start from the field. 
Haldane G Beachak 
scored a game-high 
22 points to lead all 
scorers, despite sitting 
a portion of the second 
quarter with two fouls.

“It feels awesome 
to be the first team 
at Haldane to three-
peat as sectional 
champions,” said 
senior Captain Zuvik, 
a three-time champ. 
“I had a rough 
championship game 
and I owe it all to 
my teammates. They 
made me so proud 
and this is an awesome 
feeling. I can’t describe the 
feeling right now, I’m just 
so happy to be a part of 
this. We just got better and 
better with every game we 
played. We psyched to get 
on a run through states.”

Vigadamo has 
established a culture of 
dedication and hard work, 
the things that made him 
an All-League player 
before the turn of the 
century.

“We’re lucky to have 
great kids that like to 
put in the work,” Coach 
Virgadamo said. “We 
lost a ton of players to 
graduation and these guys 
were willing to take on 
different roles this year 
and do whatever they 
had to do. They wanted to 
make a statement. I don’t 
think anybody believed 
in us except for ourselves. 
Everybody steps up. This 
group earned it, they really 
did.” 

They say history is 
written by the victors, and 
these swiftly star-struck 
Blue Devils seem to have 
just picked up the pen.

Haldane G David Rotando attacks rack in Blue Devils’ Region 1 NYS 
Class C championship win over Stony Brook.

Haldane G Tucker Beachak tries to slip the defense of  Stony Brook 
defender in Blue Devils’ NYS Class C Region 1 championship win last 
Friday at Pace University.

Haldane’s Blaine Fitzgerald surveys situation in Blue Devils’ region 1 
championship win over Stony Brook.

Haldane F Will Zuvic was the straw that stirred Blue Devils’ drink in Region 
1 championship win over Stony Brook.
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Mahopac, Somers/NS Split League I-A Bragging Rights
Brotherly Love at Somers Skating up a Storm

Ossining Attempts to go Where No Team Has Gone Before
Coach Ricci’s Pride Seeking Unprecedented 4th-Straight NYS Class AA Title at Final 4
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

Three-time reigning NYS champion 
Ossining High is one of the few teams 
in state history that can play a “sub-par” 
game and still survive and advance in the 
NYSPHSAA Class AA girls’ basketball 
tournament; they’re just that good. 

Coach Dan Ricci’s state-ranked (No.1) 
Pride bolted from Orange County 
Community College with a 59-44 win 
over Monroe-Woodbury in a Class AA 
state regional final Friday night, but Ricci 
admitted his team would have to play 
better at the NYS Final 4 if indeed the 
Pride were to become the first team in 
state history to win four-straight Class AA 
titles.

With Seton Hall-bound, All-NYS senior 
captain Shadeen Samuels suffering from 
the effects of a stomach bug in the second 
half, Ossining turned to freshmen Jaida 
Strippoli (8 points, 5 rebounds 7 assists, 2 
steals), who was named the player of the 
game by Ricci, Kailah Harris (7 points, 13 
boards, 5 steals) and Aubrey Griffin (18 
points, 13 boards, 4 assists, 5 steals) to 
lead the way. 

Samuels still dropped 19 of her 23 
points in the first half before the bottom 

dropped out on her. Make no 
mistake, Ossining will look to 
swingman Samuels down the 
stretch.

“We can’t possibly do 
this without Shadeen being 
Shadeen,” Ricci said of the 
versatile six-footer, who 
averages 25 PPG and 9.3 RPG. 
“She’s key to everything.”

The Pride (24-2) will play 
in the state semifinals Friday 
against Section 11’s Commack 
at Hudson Valley Community 
College at 8 p.m. Ossining will 
be seeking an unprecedented 
fourth straight Class AA state 
title. Only Ossining and Rush-
Henrietta have three-peated 
as state Class AA champions, 
and only Ricci’s Pride can 
attain an unmatched fourth 
title this weekend.

By Ossining’s standards, 
the Region 1 championship 
was a far cry from what 
Coach Ricci expects, but he’s 
confident that, with a week 
to prepare for state-ranked 
(No.18) Commack, the Pride 
will contend for the Class AA 
crown against the Section 6 
Williamsville North (No.16 in 

NYS) vs. Section 2 Shenendehowa (No.6 
in NYS) winner in Saturday’s finals at 8:45 
p.m.

“This never gets old,” Ricci stated, 
“especially with these young kids. These 
kids are 14-15 years old, so they’re a 
little nervous, but they really settle in. 
Our depth has shown what it’s all about 
since the sectional finals. When kids are 
forced to sit with foul trouble or someone 
is under the weather, our bench does the 
job. Words can’t explains how thrilled I 
am and how hard these kids work. People 
have no idea how hard it is to win a single 
sectional title, let alone six in a row and 
three state titles and to be in the running 
for a fourth, it just says so much about our 
kids.”

Ossining also defeated Section 4 
champion Binghamton, 86-67, in the 
opening round of the state tournament 

last Tuesday when Samuels and Griffin, 
who averages 25 PPG and 9.8 RPG, were 
uncontainable. Samuels went for a game-
high 37 points, 10 boards, five assists and 
five steals while Griffin dropped 35 points 
to go with 13 rebounds, three assists and 
a ghastly seven steals. It was almost as if 
the dynamic duo were the only two on the 
court at times.

HALDANE can be counted on for 
several things each year; none more so 
than a strong representation on the girls’ 
basketball circuit. Seventh-year veteran 
Coach Tyrone Searight saw his team win 
its 22nd Section 1 Class championship 
in a 50-24 throttling of Keio last Monday 
(Feb,29th) before the Class C Blue Devils 
met their match for the second year in 
a row in a 47-31 loss against Section 9’s 
Pine Plains in the opening round of the 
NYSPHSAA tournament last Wednesday.

Ossining’s Kelsey Quain mixes it up in Pride’s win over Monroe-Woodbury in NYS Region 1 win.

Ossining C Kailah Harris is hounded in the paint by two Monroe-
Woodbury defenders in Prides NYS Region 1 championship win.

With 60 points in two NYS Class AA playoff  games, 
Ossining senior G Shadeen Samuels is proving her 
worth and stating her case for NYS Ms. Basketball.

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS
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“We picked a bad time 
to play a bad game,” 
Searight admitted. “We 
are unhappy with the 
results, but we’re excited 
with everything we 
bring back next year. 
We don’t lose anybody 
so we’ll place some 
high expectations upon 
ourselves next season 
and see what we can do. 
We’ve already begun to 
work toward next year.”

PUTNAM VALLEY 
turned around eight 
years of futility with its 
best season since 2007, 
advancing to the Class B 
Final 4 where they met 
their match in Section 
1 Class B runnerup 
Woodlands, 45-35, on 
February 26th. Despite 
the loss, Put Valley’s 

senior went out with their heads held 
high.

“We felt like we belonged here,” Cornell-
bound senior captain Reena Olsen said. 
“It didn’t work out for us but we really 
came a long way the last few years. There’s 
so much potential here now. They can do 
just as much in the future and more.”

PV boss Nick Lenhard is stoked about 
the impending developments.

“These seniors built something out of 
nothing, they really did,” Lenhard said. 
“I told them that after the Woodlands 
game. They should be proud and walk 
away from this year with their heads held 
high. They made it to the Final 4 this year 
when they didn’t even win four games 
two years ago. They earned every reward 
they reaped, including the right to play 
here at the County Center. No one can 
take that away from them. I think these 
seniors established a culture for these 
younger girls to live by, and I think they 
are anxious to follow in the footsteps and 
get back here.”

Ossining’s Aubrey Griffin takes on two defenders in Pride’s 
NYS Class AA regional championship win over Monroe-
Woodbury last Friday night.

Ossining freshman G Jaida Strippoli went at Monroe-Woodbury 
with the poise of  a senior in Pride’s Region 1 championship 
win.

he Putnam Valley and Carmel 
High cheer leading squads 
represented Section 1 last 
Saturday at the first-ever 
NYS Competitive Cheer 
Competition at the SRC 
Arena & Events Center in 
Syracuse where PV's Alessia 
Zegarelli (inset) won the 
Sportsmanship Award for 
Section 1.

Three Cheers 
for Put Valley, 

Carmel
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O’ My, My, O’, Heck Yes!
Ossining Puts on Its Party Dress; 

Pride to Dance at NYS Final 4

The big, bad O’ outdid itself  last week when Ossining senior captain Gabriella Ferrao (2), Shadeen Samuels (L), Sam Cozzolino (24) and company snagged the NYS Class AA Region 1 championship plaque 
after Coach Dan Ricci’s state-ranked (No.1) Pride left Orange County Community College with a 59-44 win over Monroe-Woodbury in the state regional finals last Friday night. The three-time defending NYS 
champion Pride (24-2) advanced to the Class AA Final 4 to face Section 11 champion Commack in the state semis this Friday night at Hudson Valley Community College in search of  an unprecedented fourth-
straight NYS title... see Girls’ Hoops Notebook




