
By David Propper
 The former trainer of ex-Putnam 

County District Attorney Adam Levy 
has filed a $45 million federal lawsuit 
against the county, claiming his arrest 
and prosecution on a rape charge was 
only pursued because of Levy’s strained 
relationship with Sheriff Don Smith.

Alexandru Hossu claims in a 43-
page complaint that his prosecution 
on a rape charge that he was ultimately 
found not-guilty of was the result of 
a “politically inspired acceptance of a 
baseless accusations made by a deeply 
troubled young woman who defendants 
knew, and had every reason to know, was 
lying.” Sheriff Smith, other officials in the 
sheriff ’s department, and the Westchester 
District Attorney’s Office are all named as 
defendants. 

“Defendants failed to gain the slightest 
corroboration for her very serious 
charge, but this did not deter them from 
arresting, indicting and prosecuting 
plaintiff because of his known association 
with Adam Levy, then the sitting district 
attorney of Putnam County and a staunch 
opponent of defendant Smith and his 
effort to gain re-election in November 
2013,” the complaint states. 

Hossu was arrested in March 2013 and 
sat in jail for a year before his trial ended 
with an acquittal in April 2014. He is a 
Romanian immigrant who had overstayed 
his visa. 

The complaint details how the sheriff ’s 
department, at the behest of Smith, 

By David Propper
With tourism season on the horizon, 

Putnam County lawmakers decided 
to keep funneling county funds to the 
Visitor’s Bureau, despite the resignation 
of its director and former New York First 
Lady Libby Pataki. 

Pataki might be out of the picture, but 
most legislators want to see the tourism 
department move forward with funding 
intact, as discussed during an Economic 
Development Committee meeting last 
week. Pataki stepped down a couple 
weeks ago after it was exposed she was 
running two non-profits, the Visitor’s 
Bureau and Putnam Tourism Corp., 
neither of which had functioning board 
of directors, according to a report in The 
Journal News. Pataki drew an annual 
$50,000 salary from Putnam Tourism 
Corp., which she claimed was put into 
place to act as a fundraising arm for the 
taxpayer-funded Visitor’s Bureau, though 
lawmakers were unaware of the second 
foundation. 

Pataki has maintained Putnam Tourism 
Corp. money always went toward the 
Visitor’s Bureau and not vice-versa. 

In a March 16 letter to the county 
executive’s office, Legislator Dini LoBue 
wrote that county money should stop 
going toward the bureau until “a detailed 
update is provided to the Legislature.” 
LoBue questioned why the county 
continues to send money to the non-profit 
while an AG investigation is underway. 
She also wanted to know if there is a 
legally functioning board yet, and who 
is responsible for distributing funds now 
that Pataki has stepped down.  

Acting tourism director Frank Smith 
had some of those answers for legislators, 
noting the bureau is set to meet with the 
AG’s office in the first week of April and 
from there, the bureau will have a better 
understanding of the AG’s findings and 
how to move forward. He is currently in 
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Open Door Family Medical Center improved its mission to serve the most vulnerable 
residents in Putnam County when it celebrated expanding its dental and women 
health services at its Brewster location on Main Street last Friday. With Congressman 
Sean Patrick Maloney doing the honors of  cutting the ribbon with the help of  some 
young and charming patients, Open Door continued to prove its effectiveness since 
opening its doors several years ago. For more on this story, please go to page 14.

Open Door Snips Its Way to 
Expanded Services
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Legislators Barbara Scuccimarra and Dini LoBue may have sat right next to each other, but they were 
worlds apart when it came to funding for Putnam tourism.
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TAKE A DRIVE

The Garrison public golf course is now open.
It’s not too late to sign up for our season passes!

For more information, please contact Joe Spivak today. 
845.424.4747 | joespivak@thegarrison.com
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By David Propper
Ever since the entire Industrial 

Development Agency board resigned, 
the next steps toward reassembling an 
economic development arm vital to 
Putnam County have gone at a snail’s pace.

Last week during an Economic 
Development Committee meeting, 
legislators looked to take action and get 
the board fully up and running again as 
reporting deadlines near and possible 
projects seek tax incentives in the county. 

Economic Development Corporation 
president Jill Varricchio stressed the 
importance of having a working, 
functioning IDA board in a competitive 
market. Teri Waivada, a Philipstown 
resident and former Putnam IDA member, 
explained to legislators the county is up 
against clock to submit proper paperwork 
with New York State. On March 31, 
all IDAs must submit a PARIS Report 
and by July, if the Putnam IDA isn’t 
caught up on all reports, they might be 
deemed ineligible to provide benefits. 
She suggested once board members are 
appointed as soon as possible, that they 
get the proper paperwork put together by 
mid-June. 

“You’re going to play catch up, but once 
you have members, you can continue to 
act as an IDA,” she said. 

Legislator Roger Gross said he’d like 
to see the resigned board welcomed 

back and get the IDA 
functional again to 
address projects in the 
pipeline. 

“They resigned out 
of frustration,” Gross 
said, noting money 
that was promised by 
the county never came 
through. He also spoke 
highly of the board 
that all stepped down 
as the relationship with 
the county executive’s 
office and some 
legislators worsened. 

Legislator Ginny 
Nacerino said she 
would not support 
reinstating the 
members that 
resigned and new board members 
should be appointed.  Legislator Barbara 
Scuccimarra, who often butted heads with 
the current IDA, called it the “perfect 
opportunity” to recreate the board and the 
legislature should seek the help of county 
employees to get the necessary financial 
reporting complete in a timely fashion. 

Legislator Dini LoBue was against 
putting county employees on the board, 
citing there are business leaders in the 
community “that know better than we 
do” and could bring in business leads. She 

wanted skilled board members that are 
“independent and autonomous.”

Gross also thought it’d be a bad idea to 
have county employees as board members 
because they could face pressure to favor 
certain projects. 

Legislator Carl Albano suggested getting 
started on the financial reporting as soon 
as possible, to which an attorney from the 
law department, Adrienne Spadaccini 
said the paperwork has to be turned over 
to the new IDA from the current IDA for 
that work to begin. She also said the now 
resigned board never filled out oaths of 

office to properly be on the board. 
IDA chairman Richard Ruchala 

(resigned IDA members remain on the 
board until new ones are appointed) 
said the board always wanted to change 
the way the county treated the IDA, but 
instead there has been intense friction 
between the IDA and the current county 
executive’s administration. He indicated 
he didn’t want to return to the board. 

“The board’s about finished,” Ruchala 
said. “We’ve had enough.”

After the meeting, he argued that the 
board did in fact take necessary steps to 
fill out the oaths of office and what the 
law department stated was inaccurate. 
Ruchala called it an “ultimate insult” that 
there was a suggestion the board wasn’t 
really a legal board.

Ruchala suggested the county keeps 
politics out of the IDA because “that 
will destroy any good board and make 
it something you don’t want.” He also 
recommended the IDA and EDC work 
together like it did in the past.  

Legislators came to consensus that there 
should be a board member from each 
town in Putnam. An option to eliminate 
the IDA completely was quickly shot 
down because of multiple complications 
like existing projects that continue to get 
tax benefits. 

“We need to move forward,” Legislator 
Toni Addonizio said. 

Legislators Look to Put Together IDA Board After Resignations
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IDA chairman Richard Ruchala and EDC president Jill Varricchio both 
spoke during last week’s meeting. 

IMPORTANT NEWS FOR ATHLETES
What you should know about preventing knee injuries

Victor Khabie, MD, FAAOS, FACS  
Chief, Department of Surgery
Co-Director, Orthopedic and Spine Institute
Director, Sports Medicine
Northern Westchester Hospital 
nwhorthoandspine.org/DrKhabie

400 East Main Street | Mount Kisco, NY 10549 | 914.666.1200 | www.nwhc.net

Ask the Doctor

Did You Know? 
Female athletes are 2 to 10 times 
more likely to suffer an ACL injury 
than male athletes engaged in 
the same sport.

therapies. The three injuries mentioned here require different treatment, and we 
are deeply experienced in each. An injured ACL must be surgically replaced with a 
new ligament taken from the patient’s own body. An MCL injury normally heals 
with physical therapy, while a meniscus tear requires surgical repair. 

Q: Is it possible to prevent sports-related knee injuries?
A: Female athletes are much more likely to suffer an ACL injury. The good news is 
that a specific 20-minute warm-up called a neuromuscular injury-prevention and 
performance enhancement program can dramatically reduce ACL injuries among 
female athletes. Inquire at the local gym for personal trainers who have been 
trained in this protective conditioning program, and can offer it outside of normal 
practice. Male athletes can also improve stability from the warm-up.

Parents also need to monitor the number and type of sports a young athlete is 
involved in. It’s important to offset activities that stress the knee with others 
that offer respite. Be aware: Playing sports year-round with no break can stress 
the knee to the point of injury.

Q: What are the most common sports-related knee injuries?
A: There are three:
• An injury to the anterior cruciate ligament (ACL), a key ligament stabilizing 

the knee, either tears the ACL in two or rips it from the femur (thighbone).  
• Damage to the medial collateral ligament (MCL), which keeps the tibia

(shinbone) in place, usually consists of a partial tear. 
• Made of cartilage, the meniscus is the knee’s “shock absorber,” and a tear

causes pain and dysfunction. 

Q: When should an athlete seek medical attention for a knee injury? 
A: If, after two or three days, your knee is swollen; you are limping; you can’t 
put your full weight on the leg; or you are in pain, head to the ER for an x-ray to 
determine if there’s a break or fracture. Whatever the outcome, you should see 
an orthopedic specialist without delay. Knee injuries often require surgical repair, 
and left untreated, can have long-term consequences.

At Northern Westchester Hospital, we treat the full range of sports-related knee 
injuries with the most advanced surgical procedures and rehabilitative physical 

Visit www.nwhorthoandspine.org to 
view our orthopedic videos.
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IMMACULATE Quaker Hill Colonial with spacious 
fl oor plan features fabulous chef’s kitchen, three 
fi replaces, artist studio/guest suite, expansive patio 
with beautiful heated pool. Beautiful serene setting. 
WEB# PS1137910  |  PAWLING  |  $1,250,000

Rosebeth Holliday  203.448.6999

ARCHITECTURAL GEM combines modern features 
with classic design located in commuter-friendly 
southern Dutchess County. Luxury amenities 
throughout. Lush gardens and exterior lighting.  
WEB# PS1179057   | STORMVILLE  |  $750,000

Eileen Barrett   845.721.7409 

OLD QUAKER HILL  Masterpiece. Relax on the porch 
or patio of this circa 1800s antique home and enjoy 
the country life. Original fl oors, detailed moldings 
doors, minutes to golf course, tennis and croquet.  
Call for more info  |  PAWLING  |  $775,000

Linda Finn  845.222.2587

PRISTINE COLONIAL on a corner lot with panoramic 
views in desirable Salmons Hollow.  Four bedrooms, 
gourmet kitchen, fi replace, state-of-the-art cinema 
room. A spacious patio overlooks heated pool. 
Call for more info  |  BREWSTER  |  $625,000

Linda Finn  845.222.2587

SITTING PRETTY on a quiet country road. High-end 
craftsmanship and attention to detail is evident 
throughout this home. 90% of this home was up-
dated within past 10 years. Perfect for entertaining. 
WEB# PS1162934  |  SOUTHEAST  |  $519,999

Linda Finn  845.222.2587

SCHOOL DAYS Charming former school house now 
under renovation with substantial addition. Original 
school bell to be reinstalled. Unique and dramatic 
fl oorplan, two-car garage, basement. Great location 
WEB# PS1183800  |  PATTERSON  |  $495,000

Rosebeth Holliday  203.448.6999 

DORSET HOLLOW ESTATES Light and bright four- 
bedroom home off ers an open fl oor plan. Spacious 
dine-in kitchen opens to family room with doors 
leading to level yard with sparkling salt water pool.  
WEB# GH1177819  |  PATTERSON  |  $450,000

Linda Finn  845.222.2587

CENTER HALL COLONIAL with spacious, open 
fl oor plan. Updated kitchen, fi replace in family 
room. Swim, fi sh, boat or stroll around the lake. Less 
than 1/8 of a mile over the Putnam/Dutchess Line.  
WEB# PS1325178  |  EAST FISHKILL  |  $389,000

Eileen Barrett   845.721.7409 

UNIQUE COLONIAL Spacious and well-built three-
bedroom home with large dine-in kitchen, den, four-
season room with fi replace. Conveniently located for 
the commuter to major highways and train station.  
WEB# GH1295249  |  STORMVILLE  |  $365,000

Eileen Barrett   845.721.7409 

MOVE IN READY HOME This spacious three-bed-
room, three-bath Raised Ranch features almost 
2400 sf of living space. Convenient location within 
minutes to highways, schools, train and shopping. 
WEB# PS1325055  |  CARMEL  |  $349,900

Linda Finn  845.222.2587

SPACIOUS three bedroom Ranch in a desirable area. 
This move-in condition home features a living room 
with a large stone fi replace. Central air and vacuum. 
Convenient location within minutes to train station.
WEB# PS1158907  |  PATTERSON  |  $265,000

Linda Finn  845.222.2587

WEEKEND GETAWAY artist retreat or enjoy four-
season lake views. This unique home off ers a 
Cape Cod feel with wood fl oors, freshly painted 
walls and stone fi replace. The gardeners delight.  
WEB# GH1295403  |  PATTERSON  |  $237,500

Eileen Barrett   845.721.7409 

GREAT OPPORTUNITY to invest in a solid multi- 
family home in Pawling. Close to park and shops. 
Convenient walking distance to the train station 
and town. Four parking spaces. Positive cash fl ow.  
WEB# GH1170298  |  PAWLING  |  $209,000

Rosebeth Holliday  203.448.6999

CHARMING RANCH on corner lot with lake views. 
The living space has a cathedral ceiling and is open 
to kitchen with lots of windows – natural lighting and 
views of lake. Master bedroom with vaulted ceiling. 
WEB# PS1185214  |  Patterson  |  $160,000

Linda Finn  845.222.2587

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
2015 LEADING SALES PROFESSIONALS

LINDA FINN
Real Estate Salesperson

EMERALD AWARD
BROKERAGE TOP PRODUCER

ROSEBETH HOLLIDAY
Real Estate Salesperson

SILVER AWARD

EILEEN BARRETT
Associate Real Estate Broker

GOLD AWARD

Liese Uptegrove
Administrative Manager

Robert Morini
Associate Real Estate Broker

BRANCH MANAGER

Patti Adams
Administrative Assistant

BREWSTER BROKERAGE
2453 ROUTE 6, BREWSTER NY 10509  |  845.279.6800  |  HOULIHANLAWRENCE.COM

Toni E. Addonizio
Associate Real Estate Broker

Mark J. Anderson
Associate Real Estate Broker

Eileen Barrett
Associate Real Estate Broker

Patricia A. Bogucki
Real Estate Salesperson

Raymond Ferreri
Real Estate Salesperson

Linda Finn
Real Estate Salesperson

Katherine Gray
Associate Real Estate Broker

Rosebeth Holliday
Real Estate Salesperson

Kathy F. Isop
Associate Real Estate Broker

Jo Ann Johnston
Associate Real Estate Broker

Kevin W. Joyce
Real Estate Salesperson

Eileen Kenny
Real Estate Salesperson

Nanci A. Kubik
Real Estate Salesperson

Wayne LaFranco
Associate Real Estate Broker

Lisa Laguardia Tremblay
Real Estate Salesperson

Deborah LePino
Real Estate Salesperson

Lisa Liffl  and
Associate Real Estate Broker

Alison M. Lusardi
Real Estate Salesperson

Talia Mariella
Real Estate Salesperson

Mary F. McGreevy
Associate Real Estate Broker

Barbara N. Mueller
Real Estate Salesperson

Dianne K. O’Hara
Associate Real Estate Broker

John A. Petrillo
Real Estate Salesperson

Adviene “Deanie” Pezzello
Associate Real Estate Broker

Bruce L. Radler
Associate Real Estate Broker

John Ravetto
Associate Real Estate Broker

Jeff rey J. Redfi eld
Real Estate Salesperson

Ann Roff man
Real Estate Salesperson

Linda Salinger
Associate Real Estate Broker

Lee Seacord
Real Estate Salesperson

Linda D. Seacord
Real Estate Salesperson

Erik Sean Toto
Real Estate Salesperson

Lucy Van Slingerland
Real Estate Salesperson

Karen Dugan Willman
Real Estate Salesperson
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charge of deciding where funding goes.
Smith requested to push back releasing 

information wanted by legislators until 
after the meeting occurs, such as the 
Visitor’s Bureau plan submitted to New 
York State for “I Love New York” matching 
funds, and a list of all donations, revenue, 
expenditures, and meeting minutes from 
2012 to present.

The bureau needs to advertise on a “dire 
basis” in Grand Central Station and other 
outdoor information centers around 
Manhattan, Smith said. 

Legislator Carl Albano claimed there’s 
been misinformation over the issues in 
tourism and he hasn’t seen any documents 
that indicate Pataki and tourism is under 
investigation. 

In the letter the AG’s office sent to 
Pataki, it stated how important it is to 
keep pursuing its mission effectively, 
Albano said. He urged funds to keep 
moving toward the bureau, noting how 
tourism results in further sales tax dollars 
important to Putnam. 

“I’ve never seen any problem with it, 
I’ve never heard complaints about the 
way it’s spent,” he said. “If we’re going to 
do that (stop funding temporarily), it’s 
just micromanaging.” 

Legislature Chairwoman Ginny 
Nacerino said tourism also contributes to 
the quality of life for residents and with 

peak tourism season upcoming, nothing 
should be interrupted. 

Nacerino also claims the Visitor’s 
Bureau wasn’t under investigation with 
Albano adding it’s only an inquiry. 
(The letter, obtained by The Putnam 
Examiner, uses the word inquiry and 
not investigation, but the two could be 
considered synonyms according to the 
Merriam-Webster dictionary.) 

“How can they do business if they’re not 
funded,” Legislator Barbara Scuccimarra 
added, saying later on, “This is just the 
start of tourism season. It’s so important 
for all these initiatives to go forward 
because this is the prime season for 

tourism in my town, as well as the rest of 
the county.” 

LoBue argued Scuccimarra shouldn’t 
comment on tourism because she is 
the treasurer of the bureau, to which 
Scuccimarra replied she wasn’t voting, 
but only giving her opinion on the matter. 
Scuccimarra confirmed she is still the 
Visitor’s Bureau treasurer. 

Legislators also wanted to know the 
status of the tourism website, which 
had been exposed as severely flawed a 
couple of months ago. The website, www.
tourputnam.org, which looked akin to 
a high school computer class project 
gone terribly wrong, was put together 

by the company Are You Media Worthy, 
according to Smith. 

A county employee owns the company 
which led LoBue to raise the legality of 
having that employee work for county 
government and sub-contract with an 
agency partially funded by the county.

Smith said the critiques of the website 
have been fixed. A review of the website 
by The Putnam Examiner last week 
showed it appears to be working without 
any further kinks. 

One Cold Spring business owner, Patty 
Villanova, asked the legislature not to 
“throw the baby out with the bathwater” 
and keep funding the bureau. If the 
tourism budget is cut, it could hurt village 
businesses because the word won’t get out 
to potential visitors. She stressed tourism 
never misappropriated any money. 

Advertising in New York City like 
Grand Central Station is imperative, 
Villanova noted. 

“Please don’t cut off funding,” she said. 
“Let us continue with the progress.”

Another resident and business owner, 
Alexandra Ballantine was against tourism 
getting more money and in fact, advocated 
to see all money toward the bureau shut 
off. She called it a “government handout” 
to businesses focused on tourism 
and complained only certain types of 
businesses are promoted. 

She questioned how much the money 
actually helps in drawing visitors to 
Putnam. 

“You’re going to decide which 
businesses are winners, which categories,” 
Ballantine said. “It distorts the market 
place. You take taxpayer money and 
you decide where it goes rather than 
allowing the free market to decide, letting 
consumers decide.”

NORTHEAST TAX &
BUSINESS ASSOCIATES 
Are available for your Tax needs! 

We offer FREE returns 
for your dependents. 

Drop off service available.

Call today to set up your appointment.
845-621-2400

Janine Angelo • Nicholas Brown
566 Route 6 – Building 1

(in front of Albano Insurance Building)
Mahopac, NY 10541

3244 E. Main Street
Mohegan Lake
845 204-9258

572 Rt. 6 • Mahopac
845-621-3100

We fix Cuts, 
Scrapes and 

(Spring) 
Breaks!

Funds Keep Coming to Tourism Amid Fallout
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Acting Visitor’s Bureau Director Frank Smith speaks at a legislative meeting last week. 

continued from page 1
‘How can they do 

business if they’re not 
funded.’ - Legislator 

Barbara Scuccimarra

Visit 
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at the top of the  

homepage to play  
today's crossword!
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By David Propper
Court was in session Thursday night 

in the Town of Southeast, but it wasn’t 
a judge presiding, rather the Southeast 
town board.

With Supervisor Tony Hay moderating, 
Southeast town board members heard 
both sides of the sewer price fight 
between Home Depot and Independent 
Sewer Works Inc. in which Home Depot, 
located along Route 312, argued its sewer 
rate that is set by the town board is too 
high and should be reduced. Home Depot  
had brought an Article 78 proceeding 
forward and roughly six months ago 
Judge Victor Grossman ruled that the 
town board must reconsider how much 
they charge Home Depot for sewer. 

Attorney Richard O’Rourke, 
representing Independent Sewer Works 
that wants Home Depot to pay the same 
amount, said the case was straightforward 
and the sewer rate setting has to keep 
companies financially viable because “if 
not, you’re going to own this company 
and you’re going to have to deal with 
these rates.”

John Guastella, an expert in the field 
also representing Independent Sewer 
Works, said the town’s rate decision was 
in line with rate setting principle. The 
primary cost of the sewer treatment plant 
is based on square footage and the rest 
of the costs are fixed, Guastella noted. 
He said if the rates were based on water 
usage that can fluctuate, commercial 
entities may not be able to generate the 
revenue needed to keep rates stable. 

Guastella said the rates set up by the 
town were based on square footage and 
a change in that structure would be 
“dramatic” for businesses at the shopping 
center. 

“The customer should expect not to 
have major changes once the rates that 
were established when they got involved 
with this commercial development,” 
Guastella said. 

Home Depot’s contention that 
someone else should pay for the water 
rate costs like the landlord has “never 
been done before,” Guastella said, noting 

he’s been involved in close to 2,000 cases.
But attorney Al Natoli, representing 

Home Depot, said he hopes Southeast 
would change its view on what it should 
charge Home Depot, or the case could 
continue in litigation. Contrary to 
Guastella, he said rates should be based 
on water usage, arguing the restaurants 
use most of the water at the shopping 
plaza. Retail stores use 20 percent of 
the flow and 80 percent of the revenue 
is paid toward it and restaurants use 70 
percent of the flow and only 20 percent 
of the revenue is paid, Natoli, who has 
experience with sewer rate setting, said.  

Natoli said the landlord and 
Independent Sewer have not reinvested 
in the plant at all since its inception. If 
the only charges were operation and 
maintenance costs, Natoli said there 
wouldn’t be the issue there is in front of 
the board. Retail stories are subsidizing 
the restaurants, Natoli said. 

“If there was some allowance for the 
replacement of the plant, the rate issues 

we see here would be gone,” he said, 
placing blame on the landlord. “It might 
be a slight rate increase for the high use 
customers.”

Natoli also said the landlord worked 
out a deal with Kohl’s in which the 
landlord pays some of the rates, but that 
a deal was never worked out with Home 

Depot. He said the landlord should work 
out a similar deal with other businesses if 
the water rates increase. 

Attorney Daniel Stafford, representing 
Eveready Diner that could see a price 
increase if Home Depot wins, said in  
his eight-year career, he’s never seen a 
more procedurally wrong undertaking 
by Judge Grossman because he didn’t 
have the full record in front of him to 
consider when making his ruling against 
the town. He didn’t think Grossman’s 
decision should sway the board and a 
different judge could side with the town 
this time.

He said if the town board sides with 
Home Depot, the sewer costs to the diner 
wouldn’t be sustainable and the shopping 
center would turn into the “ghost town.”

Attorney Daniel Hollis, who represent 
Applebee’s, voiced similar sentiment. He 
said there is no way Applebee’s can sell 
enough family meals to make up for 
the increase Home Depot is proposing. 
He also noted any increase would put 
Applebee’s in an adversarial position with 
the landlord if it’s pushed to renegotiate 
its contract. 

“I know unfairness when I see it and I 
know a truck or a bus about to run over 
my client who has been thrown under it, 
that’s for sure,” Hollis said.

A decision from the Southeast town 
board could be as early as May. 

Southeast Town Board to Reconsider Sewer Rates for Home Depot

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Home Depot is fighting its sewer rate set by the Town of  Southeast.
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~ ~  Fun programs for students 12-15 years old ~ ~
To register for camp, visit www.pnwboces.org/tech. 

For more information, call 914-248-2220 / 914-248-2431. 
Discount of $10 per camp for payments received by May 2, 2016 
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allegedly targeted Hossu because of 
his association to Levy. The complaint 
states Smith, and investigators in the 
sheriff ’s office, maliciously fabricated 
police reports and presented a slanted 
view of an incomplete investigation. The 
March 20, 2013 arrest warrant issued 
by a Patterson town judge had material 
misrepresentations, according to the 
complaint. 

The complaint claims sheriff officials 
knew the accuser was not reliable and she 
changed her story on several occasions. 

For instance, in one part of the 
complaint, it alleges the sheriff ’s 
investigators ignored the aunt of Hossu’s 
accuser, who expressed skepticism that 
her niece was telling the truth about 
being raped by Hossu. The aunt told one 
investigator the accuser was “known to 
exaggerate” and there were previous times 
the accuser told her aunt that Hossu never 
did anything inappropriate to her.  Several 
friends of the accuser denied that she ever 
disclosed that Hossu raped her.

The accuser herself apparently told 
investigators she did not want to go 
forward with the case against Hossu, but 
her wishes were ignored, according to 
the complaint. Information related to 
the accuser’s credibility was purposely 
omitted from police reports, according to 
the complaint. 

Smith scoffed at the lawsuit and said it 
had no merit.

“A judge signed a warrant for Mr. 
Hossu’s arrest and my office arrested Mr. 
Hossu pursuant to that same warrant,” 
Smith said in a statement to press outlets. 
“A grand jury indicted Mr. Hossu. The 
evidence will show that the lawsuit has no 
merit.”

Representing Hossu is well-known 
attorney Michael Sussman, who is also 
representing Levy in his ongoing battle 
with Smith over his $5 million defamation 
lawsuit stemming from that case. Levy’s 
lawsuit against Smith claims the longtime 
sheriff knowingly lied when he accused 
Levy of interfering in the Hossu case prior 
to his arrest. 

Of the investigation prior to the arrest, 
Sussman said, “to say shoddy, would be 
a compliment.” Sussman said there was 
an obvious political motivation because 
former chief assistant district attorney 
Christopher York was beginning his run 

for sheriff in March 2013 around the same 
time Hossu was arrested. He called the 
case “distressing.” 

“This is beyond sloppy,” he said. “This 
to me suggests an intentional frame up.”

Sussman said he arrived at the $45 
million because in the Jeffrey Deskovic 
wrongful conviction case that was tied 
to the sheriff ’s office (not during Smith’s 
tenure) Deskovic received a $40 million 
victory. (Deskovic sat in jail for more than 
ten years for a murder he didn’t commit 

after a former sheriff ’s investigator forced 
a false confession out of him.)

Sussman said Hossu has tried to restart 
his life, but the allegation has “shut a lot of 
doors for him.”

“I very much recognize Mr. Smith is 
very popular in the county, claims to have 
a great military record, lot of other things, 
but that has no bearing on me,” Sussman 
said. “I find the truth about what people 
do and what he did. All the accolades 
and the populous support has nothing to 
do with me, doesn’t phase me one bit so 
I think when the truth comes people are 
going to have to reconsider their views.”

As for Levy’s lawsuit against Smith, 
Sussman anticipates that case will 
eventually go to trial. 

Levy lost his DA seat last November, 
soundly defeated by fellow Republican 
Bob Tendy. He had served as DA for two 
terms before his ouster. 

Sterling Optical • Putnam Examiner • Store 157 • Job# 017168
4C, 10” W x 6.125” H • Runs: 3/29 • IO# 16109 • EGC Group 516.935.4944

Repair or replace your frame with our NO-Fault Warranty • Se Habla Español
We welcome outside prescriptions. • See now, pay later ✔ 6-12 months’ financing available
†Frames from select group with single-vision lenses. *With purchase of complete pair of eyeglasses, or an annual supply of contact lenses. Contact lens exam additional.  
See store for details.Other restrictions may apply. Expires 4/30/16.

Jefferson Valley Mall (Lower level, near First Niagara Bank) 

650 Lee Blvd., Yorktown Heights
914-245-8111 • Doctor Available 7 Days a Week 
SterlingOptical.com 

✔ Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

Jefferson Valley Mall 

Meet Tom Furci  
at the Cross County Shopping Center 

Saturday, April 9th • 1-3pm
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Former Trainer of Ex-DA Levy Sues Putnam for $45 Million
continued from page 1

‘This to me suggests 
an intentional 

frame up.’ - Attorney 
Michael Sussman

‘The evidence will 
show that the lawsuit 
has no merit.’ - Sheriff 

Don Smith
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By Arthur Cusano
 Mahopac may soon gain a Stop & 

Shop supermarket in a hamlet shopping 
center, but the new addition would be at 
the expense of two popular stores already 
there.

Representatives of the Lake Plaza 
Shopping Center appeared before the 
Carmel Planning Board at its March 
meeting to present plans for the new store, 
which would be the lynchpin of a planned 
renovation of the venerable shopping 
center. Other plans include new lighting, 
parking and walkways in the plaza.

But the store would replace the Key 
Food supermarket that already serves as 
an anchor in the plaza, as well as the CVS 
pharmacy that sits adjacent to it.

Attorney Geraldine Tortarella of the 
White Plains-based law firm Hocherman, 
Tortarella and Wekstein represents the 
shopping center owner, Heidenberg 
Properties of Closter, New Jersey. She said 
Key Food and CVS would be evicted from 
their current locations to make way for 
the new store.

“Key food is no longer going to be 
there,” Tortarella said. “Key Food will be 
demolished and a larger addition will be 
constructed in the same area.”

The Kmart department store chain has 
struggled nationwide in recent years to 
compete with Wal-Mart and Target, as 
well as new small discount chains like Big 

Lots and Dollar General. But Tortarella 
said there are no plans for the store to 
leave the plaza that she was aware of.

“They have not been asked to leave,” she 
said.

The planned store would not 
cannibalize business from the other Stop 
and Shop store just across the Mahopac 
border on Route 6 in Somers, she said.

“They’re a smart international 
company,” Tortarella said. “They do very 
careful analysis to know where to put 
their stores.”

Calls to the Key Food store’s manager, 
Alex Dabashi, for comment were not 

returned by press time. However visitors 
to the store have been welcomed by a sign 
on the entrance explaining their current 
situation to their customers and town 
officials.

“We, the undersigned, would like to 
express to the Town Board of Carmel and 
Planning Board that the current proposal 
is not in the town’s best interest since we 
believe that the Key Food is a truly valuable 
asset to the Mahopac area and the town as 
whole by providing a desirable alternative 
to supermarket ‘mega stores’ of the type 
currently proposed to the plaza, one of 
which exists four miles from the plaza,” 

the letter states.
The letter goes on to point out the small, 

recently renovated store offers attentive 
staff without the crowds, long lines and 
traffic of larger stores. 

The new Stop & Shop will include a 
bank, pharmacy with a walk-in clinic 
and offer the company’s Pea Pod pickup 
service, but not delivery. 

Plans are still in its early stages, and 
planning board members told the 
applicants they were concerned about 
the modern exterior style the developer 
is planning for the store and the other 
tenants in the plaza with the exception of 
Kmart, which maintains full control over 
its exterior facades. The project will also 
be before the zoning board of appeals and 
the environmental conservation board, 
where they are seeking a wetlands permit. 

The planning board assigned an 
architect to work with the developer in 
order to make sure the façade will fit into 
the town’s appearance. Building inspector 
Michael Carnaza said the town has made 
a concerted effort to make sure new 
structures fit into a certain style.

“That style is Colonial and New 
England, not super-modern,” he said.

A public hearing will be held for the 
project if it eventually nears approval, 
Carnaza said. Businesses and residents 
within 500 feet of the project will be 
notified of the hearing date by mail.

Examiner Media Ad (March Edition)
9.75 X 5.8
4-COLOR

LIU Hudson at Westchester
GRADUATE OPEN HOUSE

Tuesday, April 5, 4-7 p.m.

Admissions and financial aid counselors are available for consultation.

RSVP: westchester@liu.edu or 914-831-2700
For more information about LIU Hudson, visit liu.edu/hudson.

LIU Hudson at Westchester • 735 Anderson Hill Road, Purchase, NY 10577

Meet with one of our program directors to learn how our master’s programs and advanced certificates
can enhance your professional options: 

For more than 30 years, LIU Hudson at Westchester has been offering graduate programs tailored to fit the 
needs of adult learners. With its location in Purchase, N.Y., the campus is just a short drive from all of Westchester, 
Putnam, Bronx and Fairfield Counties. Our graduates hold advanced positions in schools, clinics, hospitals, 
businesses, and public agencies throughout the Tri-State area.

• Teacher Education • Marriage and Family Therapy* • Business Administration (M.B.A.)
• School Counseling • Public Administration (M.P.A.) • School Psychology 
• Health Administration (M.P.A.) • Mental Health Counseling* • Long Term Care Management

*optional CASAC track available

Plans for Stop & Shop to Replace Mahopac Key Food Move Forward

ARTHUR CUSANO PHOTO
Carmel Planning Board members are considering plans for a New Stop & Shop store in the Lake Plaza 
Shopping Center. The store would replace the Key Food currently in the center.
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By Neal Rentz
A new supermarket is scheduled to 

open in Patterson in the near future, 
Supervisor Richard Williams announced 
at the March 23 town board meeting.

Acme Markets has announced it will 
move into the site of the former A&P 
supermarket on Route 22 and is scheduled 
to open on June 19, Williams noted. “I’m 
very pleased,” he said. A&P Supermarkets 
filed for bankruptcy last year. 
Earth Day Cleanup

Williams also said last week the town 
is seeking volunteers for a town roadside 

clean up that will take place on the 
weekend after Earth Day, which is April 
22. 

“It’s been a tough winter” and there 
is much litter on the town’s roadsides, 
Williams said. The town will ask for the 
assistance from volunteers to do the 
clean up on April 22 and 23, including 
the Boy Scouts of America and other 
organizations, he said. 
TransCare Contract

Also at the meeting the board came 
to a consensus to continue paying 
for ambulance services that had been 

provided to the town by TransCare, 
which recently filed for bankruptcy. 

The town will pay TransCare $21,118 
and will later make its final payment to 
the company for its past services.

Williams also said TransCare has 
not paid the back salaries to two local 
residents who worked for the company 
and he was concerned. 

Following the TransCare bankruptcy 
announcement, the town entered into 
a contract for ambulance services with 
EMStar, Williams noted after the meeting. 

By David Propper
A Putnam Valley resident and owner 

of a New York broker-dealer was indicted 
with fraudulently inflating the price of 
two micro-cap stocks before selling them 
for $17.2 million in trading proceeds. 

Guy Gentile, 39, was indicted in federal 
court in New Jersey with one count of 
conspiracy to commit securities fraud and 
one count of securities fraud, according to 
the United States Attorney’s Office in the 
District of New Jersey. 

Gentile owns a Carmel based broker 
dealer. He has served in the Putnam 
Valley Fire Department and the county’s 
Traffic Safety Advisory Board. Gentile 
has also been a political advisor to Sheriff 
Don Smith

According to US Attorney Paul 
Fishman, from April 2007 to June 2008, 
Gentile and two co-conspirators, who 
already pled guilty in 2015 to similar 
charges, bought shares of Raven Gold 
Corp. and Kentucky USA Energy Inc., 
and engaged in an extensive “pump 
and dump” stock manipulation. The 
trio pumped the price by being part of 
manipulative trading of the stocks and 
putting out misleading information about 
the stocks, encouraging others to buy 
them. 

Gentile and his co-conspirators then 
sold large volumes of the stocks to 
investors, which saw the stock prices drop 
that resulted to significant losses to the 
victims, according to the US Attorney. 

Gentile could face up to 20 years in 
prison and hefty fines into the millions of 
dollars, according to the US Attorney. The 
attorney for Gentile, Joseph Tacopina, 
declined comment, according to 
Bloomberg News. 

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Patterson Supervisor Richard Williams at the 
March 23 town board meeting.

New Supermarket Finally Coming to Patterson

Putnam Valley 
Resident 
Indicted in Stock 
Manipulation 
Scheme 

There’s a Reason People
Borrow Here
Low Rate Mortgages and  
Home Equity Financing

hvfcu.org  |  845.463.3011

There’s a Reason People Bank Here

HVFCU333_HELOC_Ad_7.25x9.5_4C.indd   1 3/22/16   3:45 PM
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All American Chimney Sweep 
Cortlandt

Business 

of the Week
By Neal Rentz

Cortlandt resident Kurt Pelaccio 
originally had no intention of becoming 
a chimney sweep.

“It wasn’t my master plan,” Pelaccio 
quipped during an interview last week. 

Though it was not his original plan, 
chimney sweeping turned out to be his 
career. Pelaccio began his career 31 years 
ago working for his brother, Bob, and for 
the past 10 years has owned All American 
Chimney Sweep, which he runs out of his 
home.

After working during summer breaks 
for his brother’s company, Mad Hatter 
Chimney Sweep in Cortlandt, Pelaccio 
accepted an offer from his sibling to 
work full-time for his company after 
completing his college education. 

“I found working for him was good for 
me. I coached a lot so I was able to do my 
schedule around my coaching,” Pelaccio 
recalled. He currently coaches a local 
traveling girls’ volleyball team. When 
his and his wife Jackie’s three daughters, 
Kristina, Jessica and Lindsay, were 
younger he coached a variety of youth 
sports, including softball.

Pelaccio said he chose All American for 
the name of his business because “people 
want something they can recognize with 
the flag” and the name would appear early 

in phone books.  He noted he decided 
to create his own business because he 
wanted to be his own boss. 

Over its first 10 years his business has 
built up a large regular clientele through 
word of mouth Pelaccio said. His clients 
come from several communities in 
Westchester and Putnam, he said.  “My 
customers like that it’s just me. They know 
me. If there’s any issues, any questions, I 
can answer them,” Pelaccio said. 

The only person, 
who works for him, 
Kelly Kertiliets 
of Cortlandt, is 
invaluable for his 
business in her role 
as secretary, Pelaccio 
said. “She’s the first 
line of defense. 
Everybody loves her,” 
Pelaccio said.

Pelaccio said he had 
“on the job training” 
as a chimney sweep. 
For about six months 
Pelaccio watched his 
brother work. He 
learned what to look 
out for in chimneys, 
including cracks 
and cresote, which 
Pelaccio described as 
wood residue buildup 

in chimneys that is “dangerous stuff that 
burns,” that can cause chimney fires. 
“Our main job really is to scrape that 
off, just keep the chimney safe,” Pelaccio 
explained.

Pelaccio said the standard is to have 
chimneys cleaned every two to three 
years.  

Aside from cleaning, All American 

Chimney Sweep installs chimney caps on 
roofs which “keep out leaves, animals and 
rain,” Pelaccio noted. 

Pelaccio said he works 12 months 
a year with the fall being his busiest 
season, with people preparing for winter 
use of chimneys. To spread his business 
throughout the year, Pelaccio offers 
discounts to regular customers to have 
their chimneys swept during the summer. 
About half of his regular customers 
have their work done over the summer, 
Pelaccio said. 

There is something special about having 
a fireplace, Pelaccio said. “It just gives you 
a good feeling, it’s almost like the same 
thing a fish tank does when you walk into 
a room,” he said. “It just relaxes you.”

Pelaccio offered tips to consumers to 
avoid being scammed. “What people 
should look out for are these low priced 
guys who call on the phone,” he said. 
“When they get to your house they go up 
on your chimney, they’ll break something 
off, bring it down and say your chimney 
has to be relined. So all of a sudden your 
$59 cleaning has become $1,500.”  

For more information about All 
American Chimney Sweep call 914 -739-
4326 or visit AllAmericanChimneySweep.
com. All American is also on Facebook and 
Angie’s List. 

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO 
Cortlandt resident Kurt Pelaccio has owned All American Chimney Sweep 
for the past decade.

Corner of 9A and 129 • Croton-On-Hudson
Hours: Mon-Thurs 8:30-8, Fri & Sat 8:30-6 Sun 11-4

914-271-5100

CrotonAutoPark.com

Your Good Neighbor Dealer!

NEW 2015 DODGE 
JOURNEY CROSSROAD
MSRP $30,340 $24,998

SAVE $5,342
STK#11127T, 28V PACKAGE, 
LEATHER, POP EQUIP 
GROUP, V6, ALLOYS 
WHITE

NEW 2015 CHRYSLER 
200 S ALL WHEEL DRIVE
MSRP $36,490 $28,806

SAVE $7,684
STK#9368, SPORTY FUN! 
26L, LEATHER SPORT 
SEATS, NAV & SOUND, 
DUAL PANE ROOF LOADED!

NEW 2015 CHRYSLER 
200 C ALL WHEEL DRIVE
MSRP $34,410 $26,998

SAVE $7,162
STK#9360, 26N PACKAGE, 
LEATHER, NAV, 6CYL, P/
SEATS, DUAL PANE 
SUNROOF  BLUE!

DEMO 2015 CHRYSLER 
TOWN & COUNTRY
MSRP $39,095 $32,433

SAVE $6,662
STK#5375C, 29J PACKAGE, 
NAV, DUAL DVD, LEATHER, 
PUSH START AND MORE. 
7500 DEMO MILES

DEMO 2015 DODGE 
CHARGER SXT AWD
MSRP $39,225 $31,985

SAVE $7,240
STK#1199C, 29J PACKAGE, 
LOADED 8400 DEALER 
DEMO, NAPPA LEATHER, 
NAV, BACK-UP CAMERA

DEMO 2015 JEEP
GRAND CHEROKEE 
MSRP $47,590 $39,995

SAVE $7,595
OVERLAND, 23P, FULLY 
LOADED, NAV, PANO ROOF, 
AIR SUSPENSION, 6100 
MILES. STK#14992J, 

NEW 2015 CHRYSLER 
200 C ALL WHEEL DRIVE
MSRP $34,410 $26,998

SAVE $7,412
STK#9358, 26N PACKAGE, 
LEATHER, NAV, 6CYL, P/
SEATS, DUAL PANE SUNROOF  
3 AVAILABLE IN WHITE!

NEW 2015 DODGE 
JOURNEY CROSSROAD
MSRP $30,340 $24,998

SAVE $5,342
STK#11135T, 28V PACKAGE, 
LEATHER, POP EQUIP 
GROUP, V6, ALLOYS 
RED

NEW 2015 DODGE
DODGE DART SXT
MSRP $22,915 $17,995

SAVE $4,920
 STK#12005, 28B PACKAGE, 
CLOTH, AUTOMATIC, 
WIRELESS CHARGER, SIRIUS 
RADIO, ALLOY WHEELS

DEMO 2015 JEEP
CHEROKEE TRAILHAWK
MSRP $35,174 $29,771

SAVE $5,403
STK#114875J, MANG 
TANGO, COLD WEATHER, 
CONV GROUP, 4X4, 
TANGO MANGO

 ALL PRICE INCLUDES ALL REBATES AND INCENTIVES. NOT EVERYONE QUALIFIES FOR ALL REBATES   SEE US FOR DETAILS .  MUST BE CREDIT QUALIFIED A+ TIER MUST PRESENT AD FOR SALE PRICE. MUST TAKE DELIVERY BY 3/31/16

We’ve Taken Thousands OFF  These New 2015’s!
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Mary E. McCarthy
Mary E. McCarthy, age 87, died 

peacefully in the company of family on 
March 22, in New Fairfield, CT. Mary 
had been a long standing resident of 
Brewster and had lived in Boynton 
Beach, FL since 1998. Mary was born 
on October 31, 1928 to Sarah (Russell) 
and John Kearns of New Rochelle. Born 
and raised in New Rochelle, Mary found 
great kinship and comfort growing up 
with her sisters and her connection to 
the extended Kearns family of Orange, 
NJ. Her memories of exploring her 
father’s greenhouses and plantings, 
walking the shores of Davenport Neck 
on Long Island Sound, and visiting 
her cousins were a lifelong treasure to 
her. Upon completing her studies at 
St. Gabriel’s High School, she earned a 
Bachelor of Arts at the College of New 
Rochelle. She left with an enduring 
network of friends and a strong lifelong 
connection to the school. Her respect 
for learning and principled thought 
would serve as the moral compass of 
her life and was a positive influence 
to those around her. Before choosing 
marriage and motherhood, Mary spent 
a short time with the Presentation Sister 
Catholic Order as she contemplated her 
life path. Mary married John J. McCarthy 
of New Rochelle. They started a family 
in New Rochelle and soon relocated to 
Bay Shore, before settling in Brewster 
in 1961. Mary was a member of the St. 
Lawrence O’Toole parish, was active in 
church and civic activities, and taught 

at local schools. Her family was always 
her first priority and we are grateful 
for her unwavering love and support 
and the quiet nurture and wisdom that 
characterized her direction to us. Mary 
enjoyed the last extended chapter in 
her life in Boynton Beach where God 
blessed her with continued health and 
independence. It allowed her to enjoy 
new friends, a warm climate, and her 
many activities most notably swimming, 
reading, and visits from family. Mary is 
survived by her five children: John K. 
McCarthy and his wife Deborah, Ann 
V. McCarthy, Mary Kate McCarthy, 
Eileen McCarthy DeSantis and her 
husband Thomas DeSantis, and their 
children Mary Grace; Thomas, and 
John:; and Thomas B. McCarthy and 
his wife Catherine, and their children 
Sara, Crystal, and Ryan. She is also 
survived by her sister, Joan Eddy. She 
was predeceased by her parents and two 
sisters, Helen Kearns and Helen Senno.

Dolores T. Harrison
Dolores Teresa Harrison was born 

into eternal life on Friday, March 
25, surrounded by her loving family. 
Dolores was born in Sunnyside, 
Queens. She was the daughter of the 
late Patrick and Margaret McGovern 
Harrison. An academic enthusiast, she 
earned numerous advanced degrees 
from several notable schools including 
Fordham University, Manhattan College, 
Buffalo University, St. John’s University, 
Georgetown University and the Harvard 

School of Divinity. She was a highly 
respected teacher and professor. She 
served as the Principal of The Saint 
Michael Academy, a prestigious female 
school in New York City, for seven 
years. Dolores entered the religious life 
as a young woman. She was a sister of 
the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary for over 20 years. She was a devout 
Roman Catholic and was dedicated to 
helping others. She traveled extensively 
to third world countries to assist and 
teach the underprivileged. Most recently, 
she was a tutor in the Carmel community. 
She was also a communicant of St. James 
the Apostle Church in Carmel. Dolores 
possessed a love of reading and travel 
and had a great sense of humor. She 
enjoyed being with her family and her 
friends and was affectionately known 
as Aunt Dolores by many. She was the 
loving and adoring aunt to eight nieces 
and one nephew. She is also survived 
by eighteen great nieces and nephews. 
She was predeceased by her siblings, 
Patrick J. Harrison, Mary H. Langan and 
John Harrison. Relatives and friends are 
invited to visit at the Cargain Funeral 
Home at 10 Fowler Avenue in Carmel on 
Tuesday, March 29 from 2 p.m.-4 p.m. 
and 5 p.m.-7 p.m. Funeral services are 
Wednesday, March 30 at 10 a.m. at Saint 
James the Apostle Church at 14 Gleneida 
Avenue in Carmel. A private burial will 
take place in Albany.

Sarah Babagallo
Sarah Babagallo, 98, of Mahopac 

died on March 25th. She was born on 
September 22, 1917 in New York City 
to Giovanni and Rosalie (Sardisco) 
Ciulla. Sarah worked for Readers 
Digest in Pleasantville and was a very 
active member in the Carmel/Mahopac 
Senior Citizens. She is survived by he 
loving son Joseph and his wife Phyllis; 
five adoring grandchildren and eleven 
cherishing great-grandchildren. She is 
predeceased by her husband Salvatore 
(Sam), and her daughter Angelina 
Stefanese.  Visitation was held on 
Monday, at Cargain Funeral Homes. A 
Funeral Mass will be on Tuesday, March 
29 at St. John’s the Evangelist Church at 
10 a.m. Entombment to follow at Rose 
Hill Memorial Park in Putnam Valley.
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Putnam BIZCON is Putnam County’s 
Annual Home, Business and Lifestyle 
Show featuring approximately 85 
businesses in and around Putnam 
County.  This 2016 rain or shine event 
on Saturday April 9th, 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. will feature many business and 
nonprofit organizations showcasing a 
broad range of products and services. 

This year in addition to learning 

about local businesses there will be 
some interesting celebrities on hand 
to meet and ask questions about their 
careers:  
•	 Marty Lyons, who is currently the 

New York Jets radio analysis, played 
his entire NFL career with the NY Jets 
as a member of the “New York Sack 
Exchange.” 

•	 Amanda Alaya, a recent Mahopac 

High School graduate, singer and 
songwriter, sang her way to the hit 
TV show, “The Voice.”
Putnam BIZCON will be held at 

Putnam County Golf Course, 187 Hill 
Street, Mahopac and presented by The 
Greater Mahopac-Carmel Chamber 
of Commerce in cooperation with 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of 
Putnam County, The Putnam County 

Economic Development Corporation 
and The Putnam County Chamber of 
Commerce.  The public is invited and 
encouraged to attend this free admission 
and free parking event.

For additional information and to 
learn how to be an exhibitor contact: 
Erin@MahopacCarmelChamber.com at 
845-628-5553 or www.PutnamBizcon.
com.

Obituaries

Putnam BIZCON to Feature Businesses, Nonprofits
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Across
1 Broadcasting overseer, for short
4 Say further
7 Pacific ocean fish
10 Myrna of “The Thin Man”
11 Society page word
12 Select, with “for”
13 Welder type
14 Muscled through
16 History of the US before 1776 or 
Putnam Valley
fence company
18 Leather whip
19 Caboose
22 Dispatched
23 Not held fast
25 Plundered, old word
27 Brilliantly colored forest birds

28 J.S. Bach, e.g.
30 Bending of a joint
33 Female sib
34 Duran Duran song
35 Compartment
36 Blackbird
37 Prerequisite in Tokyo
38 Calypso offshoot
39 Bert Bobbsey’s sis

Down
1 Singer Roberta and others
2 Inquest official
3 Twister
4 Ending for perm
5 Hero home
6 Shut out
7 Haul off
8 Mirror
9 ___ be good if
15 Kind of synthetic textile fiber
17 Beat cleverly
20 Cabinet-maker, e.g.
21 Pine resin-based Greek wine
24 Dines at home
26 Almost falls
27 Black & white animal native to Asia or 
Putnam
Valley Chinese rest., ____ Garden
29 Sticky stuff
30 Cook
31 Falsehood
32 Long, long time

Healthcare That Revolves
Around You.

 caremountmedical.com

For more information, 
visit our website:

CareMount Medical is a service mark 
of CareMount Medical, PC.

Mount Kisco Medical Group has changed  
its name to CareMount Medical 
We are the same company and people you know. 
Founded in 1946, we are a community practice dedicated to  
bringing the best care to our patients close to home. Over the 
years, we’ve grown to have a regional presence and a national 
reputation for talent, technology, and quality medical care. 
Visit one of CareMount Medical’s 500 physicians and affiliated 
medical practitioners in more than 40 locations. 
Everything we do revolves around you.

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 15

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Wednesday, April 6 @ 6 p.m.
Learn about academic programs, services,  

student life, financial aid and more! You’ll also
have a chance to meet faculty and advisors!

Register now! www.sunydutchess.edu/admissions 
or call the admissions office  at (845) 431-8010.

OPEN HOUSE
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School & Camp Guide

The Seven Star School performance teams recently traveled up to Lowell, 
Massachusetts to attend the prestigious The American Dance Awards, the second 
full-team competition of the year! The dancers were awarded and recognized in all 
categories and age groups for their technique, performance and costumes.  The studio’s 
biggest success was being awarded the top routine in both the 12 & under division 
for “Towards the Sun” and the 13 & over division for ’Third Stream.” All routines 
qualified to participate in Nationals in New York City in July, which the team will be 
attending this summer! Seven Star School teachers, Nicole Aravena and Jaclyn Yarusso 
were the recipients of Diamond Choreography Awards, giving them the opportunity 
to showcase their work at the national event. For more information about classes 
and summer camps at Seven Star School of Performing Arts, visit them at www.
SevenStarSchool.com or call 845-278-0728.

Dance Routines Qualify for National 
Competition in New York City

PHOTO PROVIDED
Kinder Company getting ready to take the stage.

	  

509 Route 312, Brewster, NY 
845-278-0728 

WWW.SEVENSTARSCHOOL.COM 

Summer at 

« Themed Summer Camps for boys & girls age 3-6 
« Theater & Dance Camps ages 6 - 18 
« Before & After Daycare 
« Customized Birthday Parties for all ages 

Be a Princess, 
 a Superhero,  
a Dancer or a 

Broadway Star! 

Register before August 31st for 
a chance to win a  

FREE birthday party! 

Air Conditioned Studios      

Soundview Prep... could be a life changer.

Soundview
Preparatory School

  
      

      
      

370 Underhill Avenue, Yorktown Heights, NY

Where your child will truly belong.

SPRING OPEN HOUSE: 
Sunday, April 3 • 1 - 3 pm

STOP-BY DAY: 
Thursday, May 5 • 9 - 11 am

Call (914) 962-2780, ext. 112 or visit soundviewprep.org

SUMMER CAMP

OUR MONTESSORI SCHOOL
IN YORKTOWN AND CARMEL
Ages 18 months through 6th grade

914-962-9466
www.ourmontessorischool .com

Staffed by the same caring teachers who work
with the children all through the year.

Flexible hours, days and weeks to suit your schedule.

SINCE 1972

June to September

Now Accepting Registration
for

for ages 6 weeks through 7 years
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During the course of their day, children 
hear the word “No” all the time. While 
some of those “Nos” are a necessary part 
of keeping kids safe, the overall message 
can be one that stifles courage, creativity 
and trust in one’s own instincts – effects 
that can last well into adulthood.

There are many ways that parents, 
teachers and caretakers can help kids 
overcome fears and achieve their dreams, 
while making good decisions on their 
own. And sometimes the world of 
children’s books can be the best place to 
help deliver the message.

“Everyone, young and old, is blessed 
with unopened gifts, and of the most 
important is one’s instincts,” said 
Christopher Conroy, author of the young 
adult novel “Anzard,” which explores this 
theme. “Children can be nurtured in a 
way that helps them find that inner voice. 
This story contains more than just Harry 
Potter-type magic, it is a tool to nurture 
the inner voice.”

In the magical story of “Anzard,” 
Conroy tells the story of a seemingly 
ordinary 10-year-old boy named Justin 
who is visited by an enchanting fairy-like 
pixie named Poofy from galaxies far away, 
who helps him call on his own instincts 
and inner gifts to not only find missing 
parents back on Earth, but to change his 

world forever.
Conroy, who wrote this children’s 

book because of his own beliefs about 
the power of one’s own inner strength 
and resourcefulness, offers some insights 
to parents as a tool to empower the life’s 
journey of their own precious children.
•	 Don’t ignore your instincts. “I knew I 

shouldn’t have done that,” you hear those 
words of regret all the time. From peer 
pressure to second guesses, there are 
many things that prevent people from 
acting on their instincts. Talk to your 
children about listening to that inner 
voice. Sometimes, that moment when 
someone makes the decision to listen 
to it, is the moment his or her courage 
and confidence has a chance to blossom. 
Learning to rely on one’s instincts can 
also be a useful skill where creativity is 
concerned.

•	 Listen and engage. Many households 
and classrooms still operate on the 
antiquated “children should be seen, 
not heard,” basis. But this can be a 
destructive mentality. While children 
have a lot to learn, they also have a lot of 
wisdom to impart. If their thoughts are 
invalidated consistently, they will learn 
not to recognize the value of their own 
minds. Listen when children speak.

•	 Offer encouragement. “Encouragement 

and praise to a child are like sunshine 
and water to a flower,” Conroy said. 
“It’s amazing what can grow out of that 
cultivation.”
If your children show an interest in 

art, music, science or any other topic, 
foster that curiosity. Applaud their efforts. 
Acknowledge their growth.

With the right encouragement, all kids 
have it in them to be their best selves.

More information about “Anzard,” 
which has been lauded by critics for its 
writing and reader-friendliness, can be 
found at www.anzard.com.

School & Camp Guide
Teaching Children the Importance of Trusting Their Own Instincts

FOTOLIA.COM PHOTO

101 Deacon Smith Hill Rd  Patterson, NY  12563

www.campherrlich.org

Register for 

1 to 10 Weeks

Before & After 

Care Available

Early Registration 
& Sibling Discounts

Convenient to all locations

10 Weeks of Fun!

June 27–Sept 2, 2016

8:45 am–4:30 pm

845-878-6662

Serving Children Ages 4 to 14

twitter.com/campherrlich facebook.com/campherrlich

Call 914-962-2780 ext. 325 
www.soundviewprep.org/summerprogram
370 Underhill Avenue, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

• For kids in grades 1 - 8 
• Weeks of August 15, 22, 29
• 9 am - 2 pm daily
• Attend ALL or any weeks! 
• Located on Soundview Prep’s campus

open 
house

SunDay 
April 3

1 - 3 pm

STEAM

STEAM is an acronym for Science, Technology, 
Engineering, the Arts and Mathematics.

Soundview
Summer STEAM
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By David Propper
With Congressman Sean Patrick 

Maloney in attendance, Open Door 
Family Medical Center marked a new 
chapter in its history with the expansion 
of its dental and women health services in 
Brewster. 

Serving more than 40 percent of 
patients that are not covered by health 
insurance, Open Door celebrated the 
ability to increase services at the only 
health center that is federally qualified in 
Putnam County last Friday. Along with 
Maloney, Open Door doctors, board 
members, Putnam Department of Health officials, including interim commissioner 

Dr. Michael Nesheiwat, CEO Lindsay 
Farrell, and even some patients, were all 
on hand for the ribbon cutting. 

Maloney, a Democrat, said the 
expansion is a reminder how crucial 
community health is. The previous 
Republican president administration and 
the current Barack Obama administration 
both secured federal funds for places 
like Open Door to open and expand. 
He stressed the children treated at Open 
Door are going to grow up in a society 
healthier and more inclusive, calling it a 
win for the entire community. 

“In this time when so many of us adults 
are watching too often men fighting,” 
Maloney said, perhaps a subtle shot at 
GOP presidential candidates. “It’s really 
nice to see people focused on healing.”

Board members and residents involved 
in getting the center open and expanded 
lauded the new additions. 

“This center is for everybody,” Open 
Door board member Loretta Molinari 
said. “I can tell you I’d come here or send 
my family here. I really believe in the 
quality.”

Lillian Jones, who is part of the 
American Cancer Society and helped 
open the center a few years ago, said the 
original push was grassroots in which 

the community really embraced the idea 
of having a health center. She noted the 
health center helps the most vulnerable 
and called Open Door, “a terrific asset.” 

“We have a lot of ways to provide service 
to people,” Jones said of cancer treatment. 
“But what we don’t have is a method to get 
service to those who can’t afford it.”

Open Door is located on Main Street 
in Brewster. The center strives to be 
“culturally and linguistically responsive,” 
according to a press release.

Open Door in Brewster Celebrates New Expansion 

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Congressman Sean Patrick Maloney read to some of  Open Door’s youngest patients last week following 
its ribbon cutting. 

NEW INVENTORY DAILY * COME IN & BROWSE & SAVE $$

WE SANDBLAST – PRIME – PAINT 

– AND POWDER COAT – 50' ROOM
M-F 7:30-4:30 SAT: 8-12

MERIDEN, CT & TORRINGTON, CT

800-560-3317 LOGANSTEEL.COM

LARGEST SELF-SERVICE BARGAIN 

BARN IN THE NORTHEAST

Catering to: Farmers  Welders  Artists  Contractors  ♦ ♦ ♦

 Sculpters  Handy Men  Students  Men & Women ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

 Do-It-Yourselfers..... Since 1972♦

♦ Sq & Rec Tube
♦ Pipe-Angles
♦ Beams-Sheet
♦ Plate-Channel
♦ Grip Strut
♦ Exp. Metal

10 lbs – 1,000,000 lbs

Carbon Steel, Stainless Steel,
 Aluminum, Galvanized

Flats * Rounds * Squares * Hexes * Cold Rolled 
* H.R.

LOGAN *CESCO STEEL COMPANY

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

MERIDEN, CT & TORRINGTON, CT
800-560-3317          LOGANSTEEL.COM

WE SANDBLAST - PRIME - PAINT
AND POWDER COAT

The Putnam   
Humane Society 

Shockey was part of a  
loving home and can’t  
wait to find a new one!   

We Melt the Winter Blues!

SPRING SALE
Switch and Save 

$500 rebates when you upgrade 
to a high efficiency furnace! 

Licensed, insured and bonded!
845 628-1330

sclafanienergy.com

‘I can tell you I’d 
come here or send my 
family here. I really 

believe in the quality.’ 
- Board Member 
Loretta Molinari
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On Monday April 4th, Cornell 
University’s Cooperative Extension 
will host approximately 150 youth 
collectively representing Brewster, 
Carmel, Haldane, Mahopac, and 
Putnam Valley High Schools at 
Clearpool Education Center in Carmel.  
This is an unmatched opportunity for 
high school students to participate in 
open discussions on many of the issues 
that often concern youth.  Some of 
the topics offered this year include: ‘A 
Story of Addiction’, ‘Let’s talk about Sex’, 
‘Don’t Stress it’s Just College’, ‘Racial 
Issues’, If You Really Knew Me’, It’s all 
about the Money’, ‘Race for the White 
House’, Yoga & Workouts, and other 
choices.  

All of the topics offered at the Youth 
Forum were previously selected by the 
‘Youth Forum Planning Committee’.  
This group of High School students, 
representing the 5 county-wide school 
districts, have been meeting since 
January.  To ensure that this is a youth-
driven event, they have been actively 
involved in all aspects of the Forum. 

Facilitators, who bring an array of 
experience, knowledge and an ability to 
engage youth, will lead the discussions.  
For instance the program – ‘A Story 
of Addiction” will be facilitated by 
‘Drug Crisis in Our Backyard’ with 
real-life stories of the impact on 
families.  Matthew Lattimer from the 
NYS Department of Justice will speak 
on ‘Racial Issues’ and Bruce Walker, 
Deputy County Executive will address 
‘Race for the White House’.  

Confidentiality and respect for the 
opinion of others is expected during 
each 50 minute program.  To ensure a 
free exchange of dialogue the workshops 
are open to only the facilitator and 
students.  

Interested high school students should 
contact their school administrator 
to apply for permission to attend the 
Forum.  Transportation is provided 
by the individual school district.  For 
additional information please contact 
Cornell Cooperative Extension: 845-278-
6738 or e.putnam@cornell.edu  

Annual Putnam Youth Forum 
Encourages Open Discussion 

Crossword Answers

Adver tise in The Putnam Examiner   914-864-0878 
adver tising@theexaminernews.com
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More than 150 food establishments 
were represented at this year’s Food 
Operator’s Seminar, conducted by the 
Putnam County Department of Health 
(PCDOH). The tenth annual event, held 
on Monday, March 14, and repeated 
on Tuesday, March 15, convened chefs, 
caterers, owners and operators of Putnam 
County’s restaurants, delicatessens, food 
shops and institutional food services, to 
honor their achievements and learn about 
trends and topics in the food industry. 

Award winners included Mercurio 
Mazzotta of Volare Restaurant & Pizzeria, 
who received a Lifetime Achievement 
Award for 39 years of operational 
excellence. Eight Commissioner’s Gold 
Awards for operational excellence, the 
department’s highest and most stringent 
honor, were distributed to Frangelina’s 
Deli and Café, Watchtower Educational 
Center, along with the Brewster Central 
School District’s JFK Elementary School, 
Henry H. Wells Middle School and 
Brewster High School, and the Carmel 
Central School District’s George Fischer 
Middle School, Matthew Paterson 
Elementary School and Kent Primary 
School. Commendation Awards for 
distinguished performance went to 
A Country Kitchen, Brewster Pastry, 
Four Brothers Restaurant and Pizza and 

George’s Place. Food Safety Partnership 
Awards were presented to Aramark Food 
Service which operates the cafeteria at 
Mahopac High School, Zoup and Holy 
Smoke BBQ.

Back by popular demand were two 
breakout sessions: one on social media, 
another on special 

dietary options such as vegan, 
vegetarian, gluten-free and other food 
allergy-related requests. A third breakout 
option covered first aid and CPR for 
food service workers. New hot topics 
this year included “Taking Your Food 
to the Streets!” a guide to food service 
at fairs, festivals and events, and an all-
time favorite, pest management in food 
establishments. 

The Health Department’s mission is 
to improve and protect the health of the 
Putnam County community, composed 
of nearly 100,000 residents. Core services 
include community health assessment, 
disease surveillance and control, 
emergency preparedness, environmental 
health protection, family health promotion 
and health education. For more 
information, please visit our website at 
www.putnamcountyny.com/health; or visit 
our social media sites on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/putnamhealth and Twitter 
@PutnamHealthNY.

Putnam Health Dept. Hosts 10th Annual Food Operator’s Seminar

PHOTO PROVIDED
Interim Health Commissioner Michael Nesheiwat, MD, far right, and Putnam County’s Environmental 
Health Director Robert Morris, far left, with award-winning chefs and food managers, from left: Joseph 
Oria, Four Brothers Restaurant and Pizza; Frank Soccodato, Frangelina’s Deli & Café; Thierry Danvin, 
Brewster Pastry; Mercurio Mazzotta, Volare Restaurant and Pizzeria; Cathy Ashe, Brewster Central 
School District; Patrick Rodia, Carmel Central School School; Christine McNeill, A Country Kitchen; Gus 
Pourakis, George’s Place. The Watchtower representative is not pictured. 

PHOTO PROVIDED
Robert Campisi of  Aramark Food Service at Mahopac High School, center, received a Food Safety 
Partnership Award, with Putnam County’s Rick Carano, public health supervisor, left, and Shawn Rogan, 
public health sanitarian. Representatives from Zoup in Carmel, and Holy Smoke BBQ in Mahopac are 
not pictured.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Interim Health Commissioner Michael Nesheiwat, MD, far right, and Putnam County’s Environmental 
Health Director Robert Morris, far left, with Lisa Seymour, public health sanitarian, left and Lifetime 
Achievement Award winner Mercurio Mazzotta of  Volare Restaurant and Pizzeria, with his wife Rose and 
son Alex.

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

SOMERS CUSTOM FRAMING
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Having long-term 
relationships with your home 
suppliers has its advantages. 
In effect, they become advisers 
you can trust, almost like 
members of the family. And 
when the business itself is an 
extended family, it’s especially 
nice.

Take the example of 
Absolute Flooring of Yorktown 
that re-did my kitchen floor 
three years ago. My sales 
consultant Diane Darby was 
infinitely patient as I went 
through sample after sample, 
not knowing the material or 
color I wanted when starting 
out. But she knew all the right 
questions to ask. The end result was a 
black and white checkerboard pattern of 
high-quality vinyl that brought a kitchen 
done in handcrafted pine cabinetry 
vibrantly to life. 

It was on a recent visit that I found that 
I could benefit by being a repeat customer 
this year in that the company is observing 
its 30th anniversary. To celebrate, it’s 
offering all returning customers a 10 
percent discount. 

While there, I learned more about the 
family.

When owners Peter and Mary 
Fellbusch opened their store in 1986, 
Peter came armed with the experience 

of having worked as an 
installer, then a contractor, in 
flooring and Mary had taken 
a correspondence course in 
interior design. They built their 
business from scratch, earning 
the trust and friendship of a 
large percentage of commercial 
entities in town and two 
generations of homeowners, 
primarily in northern 
Westchester.

Two children were born into 
the business: son Bryan, 28, 
and daughter Christine, 26, 
who literally grew up in the 
showroom. When I returned, 
I found that my original 
salesperson, Diane, was also 

a family member, the younger sister of 
Mary. 

But here’s a fact that really intrigued me. 
From Bryan, I learned that after all these 
years in business, the Fellbusch files have 
the measurements of at least 20,000 rooms 
from homes in the area. Imagine? And in 
their anniversary year, if a homeowner 
calls in for a job where measurements 
have already been taken, whether by that 
homeowner or a former owner, he or she 
will receive a 10 percent discount. I’ve 
never heard of a promotion quite like that.

With all those rooms that had been 
serviced, I was even more impressed 
to find that Mary had total recall of my 

former job after three years, the material 
selected and the issues that came with it, 
even though my salesperson had been 
“Aunt Di.” How had Mary known and how 
had she remembered?

“Having a good memory, both of the 
people you meet and the job involved, is 
a definite asset in any business,” daughter 
Christine told me.

Christine has just returned to the old 
after having spent three years in England, 
married to a British soccer coach. She has 
now returned with her husband who will 
coach here while she works in the family 
business. While abroad, she worked for 
one of the largest flooring companies in 
Europe and impressed management with 
her American sales techniques, which she 
learned from her parents.  

“They were amazed that I connected 
so personally with each customer, 
remembering their names and the specs 
of each job,” she said. “In a very short 
time, I was the store’s lead salesperson.”

In a discussion with Mary about 
advantages of long-term supplier 
relationships, we agreed that the supplier 
becomes a trusted adviser who is part 
of the community and wants to provide 
clients with products that will work best 
for them in the long run. That’s why 
they ask the right questions about which 
rooms are used for which purposes, how 
much traffic is involved and what product 
will best stand up to the challenge.

Also, they are the source for information 
where we lack expertise in such areas as 
what is trending, what technology is new 
and what myths need debunking. For 
instance, I was able to report in a past 
column on the myth of hardwood as a 
better flooring surface for people with 
allergies because Diane had alerted me to 
this misconception.  

What’s trending in flooring, according 
to the Fellbusch clan?  

“Times keep changing, and some things 
come full circle,” Peter said. “Laminates 
were a big deal when first introduced, now 
wood is preferred. 

“It depends on the room,” Mary added. 
“Most people still prefer carpeting in 
the bedroom where they want it to be 
warmer.”

If you (or your parents) have been 
a past customer of Absolute Flooring 
and want the benefits offered by its 30th 
anniversary, catch up with the Fellbusches 
by calling 914-245-0225. If you’re new 
to the area, learn more by visiting www.
absoluteflooring.com.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog iswww.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

There are more 
than 9,000 wineries 
in the United 
States today, a 
record number. 
Over 40 percent 
are in California, 
accounting for 
90 percent of all 
domestic wine 
production. Yet, 

fewer than 2 percent of all U.S. wineries – 
less than 200 – account for 84 percent of 
all wine production.

This was the introduction to last 
week’s column. It was intended to place 
a perspective on the American wine 
industry, while at the same time, focus on 
the background of the tumultuous history 
of Napa Valley winemakers.

I categorize this history in four distinct 
periods. 

Pre-Prohibition marked the infancy 
and initial rise of Napa 
Valley. Western European 
immigrants, many Italians, 
settled in California and Napa 
Valley and plied their trade in 
the local markets. Prohibition 
decimated the industry 
from 1920-1933.  

Next, the post-
Prohibition era. It created 
a number of powerhouses, 
most closely held. These 

included Peter and Robert 
Mondavi, Ernest and Julio 
Gallo and several other 
notable families, which 
flourished and continue 
to exert their influence 
in today’s market. They 
include Jacob and 
Frederick Beringer, Mike Grgich and 
Joseph Heitz.

The third period is the early 1970s. This 
wave of new wineries stood out for their 
ability to lever off the inroads made by 
their predecessors. Many were progenies 
of the 1960s movement of being one 
with nature, without the trappings of 
ordered society. While many languished 
in anonymity, others successfully branded 
themselves as American icons.  

These included the winemakers who 
participated in the Judgment of Paris 
in 1976, a tasting competition between 
upstart California wineries and elite 
French wines from the Bordeaux and 
Burgundy regions. Much to the chagrin 
of the French and the surprise of wine 

cognoscenti across the globe, 
American wines were ranked 
first in the tasting. (The movie 
“Bottleshock” focused on the 
backdrop of the event.)

These Napa Valley 
wineries, Stag’s Leap 
Wine Cellars and Chateau 
Montelena, remain highly 

regarded to this day, along 
with others that competed. 
This single event was the 
impetus that catapulted 
California to becoming 
the highly regarded wine 
region of today.

The fourth period in the 
history of California and the Napa Valley 
takes a different route to fame and fortune. 
In the last 30 years or so, the winemaking 
industry has been turned upside down, 
through 1) modern technology and 2) 
modern-day entrepreneurs. 

And the profile of winemakers has been 
evolving. Still dominant are the traditional 
winemakers who grow their own grapes 
and produce their own wines. Others have 
not been as adventurous or as capital-rich, 
instead opting to buy grapes and process 
them in their wineries. Still others have 
gone the investment banking route: invest 
other people’s money. The emergence 
of these trend-setting winemakers who 
own no land, no winery and no storage 
facilities continues to escalate.

Nouveau wealthy entrepreneurs 
own many of these virtual wineries. 
They amassed fortunes during the 
last 15 years, most notably during the 
last two technology booms and the 
financial run-up prior to the Great 
Recession. “Gentlemen winemakers” is 
a term I’ve been using to describe these 
entrepreneurs, who became aware of the 

finer luxuries of the good life and then 
invested in those industries that piqued 
their interests. 

Napa Valley is dotted with the likes of 
these wine lovers turned winemakers. A 
number have grape-stained hands from 
crafting their own wines while others have 
ink-stained hands from writing checks 
to purchase wineries and hire talented 
winemakers who are imbued with their 
employers’ passion for a particular style 
of wine from a particular grape or plot of 
land.   

Today’s wine market enjoys the fruits 
of Napa Valley entrepreneurs. Excellent 
wines are available – at broad price 
points – to satiate the palate and wallet 
of discerning wine consumers. And these 
winemakers mirror the American social 
model. They are a mosaic of multicultural, 
financially divergent individuals and 
corporations seeking the American 
Dream: following one’s passion, earning 
the accolades of fellow citizens and 
achieving the financial rewards of their 
sweat and dedication. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

Advantages When Your Supplier is a Long-Term ‘Family Affair’

Napa Valley: From Vineyard Reality to Virtual Reality

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 032916

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation.

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

ADOPTION
Loving couple hoping to adopt a baby. 
Open, accepting, secure. Contact Sue and 
Gary at suegaryadopt@gmail.com; 516-
234-7187; see our video at www.suegary-
adopt.com.

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

FOR SALE
Privacy Hedges - SPRING BLOWOUT 
SALE 6ft Arborvitae (cedar) Reg $129 
Now $59 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. 
FREE Installation/FREE delivery Lim-
ited Supply!ORDER NOW! 518-536-1367 
www.lowcosttrees.com

HELP WANTED
MARKET MANAGERS NEEDED FOR 
DOWN TO EARTH FARMERS MAR-
KETS. Several part-time, hourly positions 
available. Must have great people skills, 
reliable transportation, and ability to lift 
and carry 50#. Interested? E-mail a cover 
letter and resume to frankie@down-
toearthmarkets.com

STYLIST WANTED, man or woman, 
following preferred, for a growing salon 
in Katonah. 914 232 5201

MECHANIC WANTED. Cortlandt 
Manor area. Full/Part Time.  Inspection 
license a must. Send resume to milrent@
yahoo.com

PART TIME CASHIER.  Will train.  Ap-
ply in person.  BP Gas Station - 2071 East 
Main St., Cortlandt Manor, NY.

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 

stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LAND FOR SALE
MOUNTAIN GETAWAY! 5 acres - 
$39,900 Jaw dropping views, fields, stone-
walls, southern exposure, less than 3 hrs 
from the GW Bridge! Call 888-479-3394 
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

HANDYMAN FARMHOUSE! 5 acresñ 
Trout Stream- $69,900 Country 3 BR 
house, stream, fields, views, beautiful 
Catskill Mountain setting! Call 888-905-
8847 NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LENDER ORDERED FARM 
SALE!CATSKILL MTNS! 39 acres ñwas 
119,900 NOW $99,900 Fields, woods, 
apple trees, valley views, stonewalls, ATV 
trails! 3 hrs NY City! Terms avail. (888) 
701-7509 NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LEGALS
Notice is hereby given pursuant to the 
NYS Alcoholic Beverage Control Law, 
that Monteverde at Oldstone Manor, Inc., 
located at 28 Bear Mountain Bridge Road, 
Cortlandt Manor, Westchester County, 
NY 10567, has applied for a license(s), Se-
rial Number 1293207, to sell wine, beer, 
and spirits for retail on-premises con-
sumption.

Notice of Formation of Arizona Hold-
ings Group, LLC Arts of Org. filed 
with Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 
3/15/2016. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served, SSNY shall mail process to: 222 
Bloomingdale Rd, Ste 116, White Plains, 
NY 10605.  Purpose: any lawful activity.
 
Notice of Formation of Sands Light Cap-
ital, LLC Arts of Org. filed with Sect’y of
State of NY (SSNY) on 3/11/2016. Office in 
Westchester County. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served, SSNY 

shall mail process to: 222 Bloomingdale 
Rd, Ste 116, White Plains, NY 10605.  
Purpose: any lawful activity.
  
Notice of formation of Lux Global Part-
ners, LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY 
on 02/29/2016. Office in Westchester 
County. SSNY has been designated as 
agent of the LLC  upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: United States Corporation 
Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 
202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: Con-
nected Healthcare Technologies, LLC, 
office in Westchester County;  Articles 
of Organization filed with SSNY on 
2/17/2016.  SSNY designated agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: the 
company, c/o Sarah Ball, 80 Central Av-
enue, Rye, NY 10580.  Purpose: any law-
ful acts or activities.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
FAULKNER FABRICATORS, LLC Art. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 12/16/15.  
Office location: Westchester County.  
SSNY has been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: Faulkner Fabricators, LLC, 74 Lyons 
Place, Mt. Vernon. NY 10553.  Purpose: 
any lawful purpose.

Notice of formation of Laurent & Al-
tieri, LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 02/05/2016. 
Office in Westchester County.  SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against  it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: Genevieve 
Laurent, 67  Sedgwick Avenue, Yonkers, 
New York 10705. Purpose: any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: 7 
JONES LLC Art  of Org. filed with SSNY 
on February 20, 2015. Office Location: 
Westchester County, SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 53 Post Street, Yonkers, NY 
10705. Purpose: any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ELE-
MENTAL EVENTS, LLC also recognized 
as e2 markets, and e squared markets. as 
filed with Secy. of State of NY(SSNY) on 
1/7/2016. Location: Westchester County.  
Company’s agent for service of process is 
Rocket Lawyer Corporate Services, LLC, 
90 State Street, Suite 700, Box 80, Alba-
ny, New York 12207. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE Notice of Formation 
of Bygone Candle Company LLC filed 
with Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) on 
2/22/2016. Office Location: Westchester 

County. SSNY is the designated agent 
upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: 15 
Winslow Rd, White Plains, NY 10606. 
Purpose: any lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 425 
First Realty, LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with the Secretary of State of 
NY (SSNY) onMarch 11, 2016. Office lo-
cation: WESTCHESTER County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. The Post 
Office address to which the SSNY shall 
mail a copy of any process against the LLC 
served upon him/her is: 926 Wynnewood 
Road, Pelham, NY 10803 The principal 
business address of the LLC is: 926 Wyn-
newood Road, Pelham, NY 10803 Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activity

FEDER KNIVES LLC NOTICE OF 
PUBLICATION  Pursuant to Section 206 
of the New York Limited Liability Com-
pany Law, this is a notice of publication 
of Feder Knives LLC, a New York limited 
liability company (the “Company”). The 
Company’s Articles of Organization was 
filed with the NewYork Department of 
State on February 10, 2016. The office of 
the Company is located in Westchester 
County, New York. The New York Secre-
tary of State has been designated as agent 
of the Company upon whom process 
against it may be served and the post of-
fice address within this state to which the 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of any 
process against the Company is 725 Hud-
son Avenue, Peekskill, NY 10566. The reg-
istered agent of the Company is Geoffrey 
Feder, 725 Hudson Avenue, Peekskill, 
NY 10566. The Company is a manufac-
turer and seller of custom-made knives.

Notice of formation of limited liability 
company Shadow Moses, LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 01/14/2016. 
NY office location: Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. The post office address to which 
the SSNY shall mail a copy of any process 
against the LLC served upon him/her is 
424 Central Ave 2nd Floor, Peekskill, 
NY 110566. Purpose/character of LLC: 
3d Printing & Online Retail

PUBLIC HEARING 2016-17 TENTA-
TIVE VILLAGE BUDGET PLEASE 
TAKE NOTICE that the Board of Trust-
ees of the Village of Pleasantville, West-
chester County, New York will hold a pub-
lic hearing on Monday, April 11, 2016 at 
8:00pm, prevailing time, Village Hall, 80 
Wheeler Avenue, 2nd Floor, Pleasantville, 
N.Y. for the purpose of hearing comments 
as it pertains to the 2016-2017 Tentative 
Village Budget.  All persons interested in 
speaking on this subject will be heard. Ju-
dith Weintraub, Village Clerk, Village of 
Pleasantville, Westchester County, New 
York. continued on next page
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By Dr. Joseph Gall 
Director, West Point ACS

Putnam County officials recognized the 
West Point Army Community Service, 
Gold Star Mothers program for its 
enduring support to the Hudson Valley 
at the Putnam County Golf Course, 
Mahopac, on Thursday, March 10.

Putnam County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell recognized the Gold Star Mothers 
during the 2016 State of the County 
address.

“The Gold Star Mothers is an 
organization that no one wants to belong 
to,” said Odell. “These are amazing women 
who have endured the unthinkable. Yet, 
they remain active in the care and support 

of all Veterans, especially those who are 
hospitalized.”

While the theme for the State of the 
County address was “The Year of Business 
Development,” Odell highlighted that 
volunteer groups such as Gold Star 
Mothers are a vital part of community 
development.

The meeting was opened with the 
Pledge of Allegiance, led by the Gold Star 
Mothers.

Odell recognized each Gold Star 
Mother by name for their enduring 
commitment to veterans and presented 
each member with a corsage as a physical 
show of support and thanks from the 
Putnam County legislative body. 

“It is always an honor to be with 
these special Mothers,” said Karl Rohde, 
director of Putnam County’s Veterans 
Service Agency. “Notwithstanding the 
unknowable grief in their hearts they are 
always upbeat and concerned with the 
well-being of Veterans and their families.  
I always feel better after I have spent some 
time with them.”

The dedication and commitment given 
by the Gold Star Mothers, promotes the 

growth and sustainable support to the 
citizens of the West Point Garrison and 
Community by improving the delivery of 
quality of life services. 

In September, Putnam will be 
celebrating the 10th anniversary of the 
dedication of the Gold Star Mothers 
monument in the county’s Veterans 
Memorial Park in Kent. It is the first 
monument of its kind in the United States. 

West Point Gold Star Mothers Recognized by Putnam Officials

EXAMINER MEDIA Classifi eds 032916

MISCELLANEOUS
DEAR HEART OF JESUS.  In the past 
I have asked for favors.  Th is time I ask a 
special one. Take it and mention a favor. 
Dear heart of Jesus.  Place it within your 
old broken heart where your father sees 
it. Say this prayer for three days. Promise 
publication. Never known to fail. Dear 
heart of Jesus. Saint Jude and Saint An-
thony. TY.

THORNWOOD, NY - 50 ft . x 100 ft . 
approved building lot. $209,900.  Call 
(914) 769-8999

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-

mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

MONEY TO LEND
Get funding now for your small business 
up to $2 million in as little as 2 days. 
Minimum 2 years in business. Call BFS 
Capital: 888-732-6298 or apply online 
www.bfscapital.com/nyp

RECRUITMENT
Th e Arc of Delaware County seeks dy-
namic professionals to lead our nationally 
recognized organization in supporting 
people with I/DD in living personally ful-

fi lling lives. Positions include: Chief Ser-
vices Offi  cer Speech Pathologist Supervi-
sor/ Life Coach 10 Assistant Director of 
Residential Services House Manager Ap-
ply: www.delarc.org

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of aff ordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry,
books, cameras, records, instruments, 

coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, 
etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 914-
654-1683

BUYING ORIGINAL ILLUSTRATION 
ART done for magazine, book and paper-
back covers, interiors, ads, pinups, comics, 
etc. Also, antique maps, posters, photos,
postcards, autographs, historic docu-
ments, all interesting paper. mwi0729@
aol.com. 914 588 9359.

WANT CASH FOR EXTRA DIABETIC 
TEST STRIPS? I Pay Top Dollar Since 
2005! 1 Day Fast Payment Guaranteed 
Up To $60 Per Box! Free Shipping. www.
Cashnowoff er.com or 888-210-5233. Get 
Extra $10: Use Off er Code: Cashnow!

CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS 
Up to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Pay-
ment Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices 
Paid!! Call Juley Today! 800-413-3479 
www.CashForYourTestStrips.com

Classifi ed Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
weekʼs publication

To Place a Classifi ed Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifi eds@
theexaminernews.com

continued from previous page

U.S. ARMy PHOTO By RAUL LOPEZ/RELEASED
Dr. Joseph Gall, West Point Army Community Service Director; Arthur Hanley, Deputy Director of  Putnam 
County Veterans Service Agency; Karl Rohde, Putnam County Veterans Service Agency and Raul Lopez, 
Army Community Service Survivor Outreach Services Coordinator, recognize Gold Star Mothers Donna 
yurista, Vivian Allen, yo Assam and Renate DeAngelis for their service in supporting Hudson Valley 
Veterans.
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Tuesday, March 29 
PILS Discussion: 3 p.m.-5 p.m., a 

representative from Putnam Independent 
Living Services. (PILS) will be available 
at the Brewster Public Library to provide 
information about the wide spectrum of 
services they provide for people of all ages 
and with all types of disabilities. PILS is 
a non-profit, community based advocacy 
and resource center that helps the disabled 
with such things as applying for Social 
Security benefits or Medicaid, offer an 
Educational Advocacy program and help 
those seeking housing. No appointment 
necessary. For more information call 
the library at 845-279-6421 or visit 
http://tinyurl.com/jgq6mpr. Additional 
information about PILS may be found at 
http://www.putnamils.org.

Wednesday, March 30 
Helping Teens Manage Stress with 

Mike Nerney.  7 p.m. - PVHS Cafeteria. 
Mr. Nerney is an adolescent brain expert!  
He has studied adolescent development 
for many years and has worked closely 
with thousands of teens.  He explains 
the science behind the behavior of 
teenagers and gives the audience advice 
and suggestions for navigating these 
“interesting” years.

Pajama Story time for all ages!  Join 
Miss Melanie 5:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m.. Grab 

your teddy bear and wear your pajamas 
for a fun evening of stories and songs. 
Registration is required!   You may 
register for the program by going to www.
kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent Public 
Library at 845-225-8585.  The library is 
located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes, 
NY 10512. 

Thursday, March 31
A presentation, “Edible and Deer 

Resistant Native Landscaping and 
Gardening” will take place at the 
Brewster Public Library.  6 p.m.-7 
pm. Environmental specialist Susan 
McKeever-Duys will lead the discussion 
and offer tips on choosing and planting 
native perennials that are not only edible, 
but will also deter deer. Space is limited. 
Registration is required. For more 
information call the library at 845-279-
6421 or visit http://tinyurl.com/zvxayrm

Saturday, April 2
Poultry and Farm Animal Market at 

the Putnam Valley Grange the ultimate 
brooder co. presents: live poultry &  
farm animal market the first Saturday of 
each month: April- Oct  9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Putnam Valley Grange. 128 Mill Street 
(at Peekskill Hollow Rd.) Putnam Valley. 
Free admission - come look and shop.   
vendor spaces always available contact: 

theultimatebrooder@hotmail.com. 
(spaces indoors, outdoors, and under the 
horse shed) all are welcome. Even llamas/
alpacas are often on hand to feed & pet. 
www.facebook.com/theultimatebrooder. 
www.putnamvalleygrange.org/
backyardfarming 914 949-4679

Backyard farming workshop series 
backyard beekeeping 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.  
Putnam Valley Grange. 128 mill street 
(at Peekskill Hollow Rd.) Putnam Valley.  
$15 registered and paid in advance.  $20 at 
the door.  grange members admitted free.  
(admission fee covers one person or the 
whole family.

Art Exhibit: Dynamic Duo Coming to 
the Studio Around The Corner. The Studio 
Around The Corner is happy to announce 
the dual exhibit of works by both Andrea 
Stubbs and Michelle Peterson for the 
month of April.  The artists are long time 
friends and creative “soul mates”.  They 
bring both different and unique works to 
the Studio for the entire month of April. 
Please join us at the Studio Around The 
Corner for the opening of this fantastic 
and unusual showing on Friday, April 
1 from 7 p.m. – 9 p.m. Sponsored by 
the Town of Southeast Cultural Arts 
Coalition, the exhibit will take place at 
Studio Around the Corner located at 67 
Main Street, Suite 101, Brewster.  For 
additional information, visit our website 
www.oththeater.org, Facebook (Old Town 
Hall) or call (845) 363-8330.

The Patterson Recreation Center will 
host a Giant Tag Sale.  9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Rain 
or Shine.  Refreshments will be available.  
Vendors wanted.  Spaces are $25 each.  Set 
up starts at 7 a.m.  Call 845-878-7200 for 
info.  65 Front Street Patterson.  

Sunday, April 3
“The Lady Swings Sinatra” concert at 

Reed Library.  2 p.m.  This concert pays 
tribute to the legend of Frank Sinatra, his 
time and music.  Reed Library, 845-225-
2439.

What to Know About the Zika Virus:  
Speaker: Jeanette Baldanza, public 
health nurse with the Department of 
Health. 2 p.m.-3 p.m.  Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 2103 Route 6, Brewster. For 
More Information: Please call the church 
office at 845-279-5181. Admission is Free. 
Refreshments will be served. See Trinity’s 
website/FaceBook page for information 
on additional free health presentations in 
2016 - www.trinitybrewsterny.org  

Volunteer Groups Wanted:  
Representatives from Putnam County’s 
Volunteer Organizations,  who graciously 
give their Time,Talent and Fund raise for 
others in our Community are invited to 
recruit for new members and be publicly 
recognized by your peers and Government 
Officials at Gilead Presbyterian Church’s 
First Annual Volunteer Fair. This exciting 
interactive FREE event is open to all 
who make Putnam County a great place 

to live and will be held on Saturday 
May 14 from 10 am - 2 pm @ 9 Church 
Street in Carmel. EMAIL MARIAH 
at GAELCAT@COMCAST.NET TO 
REPRESENT YOUR ORGANIZATION.

Mahopac Public Library Seeks 
Board Candidates:  On Tuesday, June 
7, Mahopac Public Library will hold 
elections for three (3) open seats on its 
Board of Trustees.  Individuals interested 
in running for election to the Library 
Board must be residents of the Mahopac 
Central School District. Petitions for the 
nomination of candidates are available at 
the Library beginning Wednesday, March 
12, 2016. The petitions must be signed by 
at least twenty-five (25) qualified voters 
of the District, shall state the name and 
residence of each signer, state the name 
and residence of the candidate, and 
must be filed with the Election Clerk 
of the Library no later than 5:00 pm on 
Thursday, April 21, 2016.  The election 
will be held at Mahopac Public Library on 
Tuesday, June 7, from 6 a.m. until 9 p.m.  
Three candidates will each serve a three-
year term on the Board, beginning July 1, 
2016.

Scholarships
The Brewster-Carmel Garden Club 

offers two scholarships.  One to a resident 
of Brewster/Southeast and one to a Carmel 
resident planning to study horticulture, 
floriculture, landscape  design, botany, 
environmental studies or a related 
field.  Letter of recommendation from a 
person outside the school of attendance 
is required and award applicants will be 
interviewed by a representative of the 
garden club.  Please contact Emily at 845-
279- 6061 for more information and an 
application.  The deadline for applying is 
April 8.

Wanted: 
The Village of Brewster Film Festival 

(VOBFF) is now accepting independent 
film submissions for its 2016 season. The 
Village of Brewster Film Festival is Labor 
Day Weekend, from September 1st-4th. 
You can submit your film via the website 
at VOBFilmFestival.com or contact Bob 
at 845-729-5107 for more details.

Book Clubs: 
Mahopac Public Library Adult Book 

Groups: Monday Evening Book group: 
Meets the first Monday of each month at 
7:30 p.m.. Light Bite Book Group: meets 
on the third Monday or third Wednesday 
of each month at 1 p.m. Flo Brandon Book 
Review Group: meets on the first Friday 
of each month at 11 a.m.   Wednesday 
Evening Crossover Book Group: meets 
on the first Wednesday of each month 
at 6:30 p.m.  Registration is required for 
the young reader book groups.  Register 
online at www.mahopaclibrary.org, or call 
845-628-2009, ext 100

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com
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All in the Family
Yorktown Girls’ Lax Honors its Past

By Tony Pinciaro
The Yorktown 

Varsity Girls’ 
Lacrosse team 
opened the 
2016 season by 
celebrating its 
illustrious past.

Yorktown coach 
Ellen Mager and 
her team held 
a ceremony at 
halftime honoring 
the 1996 and 
2006 state-
c h a m p i o n s h i p 
Cornhusker girls’ 
lacrosse teams, 
marking the 
20th and 10th 
a n n i v e r s a r i e s , 
respectively.

Mager has ties to 
both title teams for 
she was the head 
coach of the 1996 
team and assistant 
for the 2006 squad. 
Former Coach Bill 
Robertson was 
also brought back 
for a moment in 
the sun. Current 
assistant coach Lauren McAulay was the 
starting goalie on the 2006 team.

“The players were thrilled to walk 
down memory lane and to be together.” 
Mager said. “Their accomplishments were 
big and surprisingly remain as the only 
Section 1 state championships in girls lax.”

It was doubly special for McAulay, 
who had the opportunity to reconnect 
with some of the ’96 team and also being 
with her teammates brought back fond 
memories.

“The pride of lacrosse in Yorktown is 
amazing and growing up I was fortunate 
enough to have had some of the ’96 alumni 
coach me so to see them on Saturday and 
catch up with them was very exciting,” 
McAulay said. “Getting a chance to be 
reunited with my teammates and stand 
on the lacrosse field with them made the 
day so enjoyable and also brought back so 
many great memories of the 2006 season. 
It was like we were back in high school.”

Mager chose this date because it would 

allow two former Yorktown greats and 
members of the state-title teams – current 
Ohio State women’s lacrosse coach Alexis 
Venechanos and current North Carolina 
women’s assistant lacrosse coach Katrina 
Dowd – the opportunity to attend.

“We choose this weekend because 
Ohio State was going to be here so Alexis 
could join us,” said Mager of Ohio State 
playing Binghamton at Yorktown, Friday. 
“And Katrina Dowd was with UNC at 
Boston College so she could join us later 

for the evening 
c e l e b r a t i o n . 
It is actually 
amazing that 
they were both 
able to be here 
at some point in 
the day.”

Y o r k t o w n 
demonstrated 
to its honored 
guests that the 
girls’ lacrosse 
program is still 
one of New York 
State’s elite with 
a 14-5 victory 
over Arlington.

Ciara Frawley 
led the way 
with two goals 
and two assists, 
Michelle Seger 
netted two 
goals and had 
an assist, Katie 
C o m e r f o r d 
bagged a hat 
trick and 
Ashley Stilo and 
Caroline Garti 
added two goals 
apiece.

“It was a nice start to the season,” Mager 
said. “We had good all movement. We had 
seven goal scorers and nine players with 
points. We also received solid defense and 
goalie play.”

McAulay said the state-title-teams’ 
presence impacted the current team.

“It had a very positive effect on them,” 
said McAulay, who played lacrosse at 
Springfield College. “I could tell the girls 
were excited about the opportunity to 

Members of  the 1996 and 2006 Yorktown High NYS girls’ lacrosse championship teams gathered at Charlie Murphy Field last Saturday to connect with the 2016 
Huskers in a 20/10-year anniversary that honored the former members of  the team and their coaches, including three-time NYS champion goalie and current Ohio 
State Coach Alexis Venechanos -- the epitome of  Yorktown girls’ lax -- and Coach Ellen Mager and former Coach Bill Robertson (inset photos). The 2016 Huskers 
did not disappoint, handing Arlington a 14-5 setback before a fairly large crowd... see Girls’ Lax Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49

continued on page 22
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Wrestling NotebookSports

meet alumni that are apart of the Yorktown 
legacy. I think experiencing the ceremony 
got the girls fired up for the second half of 
the game and for the start of the season.

“To complete the day having the current 
Yorktown girls’ lacrosse team win their 
first game is a great way to set a positive 
tone for the season…

HEN HUD is coming off of the most 
successful in program history as the 
Sailors advanced to the Section 1 Class 
C Championship semifinals. Even 
though Hen Hud, which went 13-5, lost 
to Bronxville, coach Mary Honovich has 
plenty of optimism going into the 2016 

season.
The Sailors return 

nine starters, led y 
the senior quartet 
of midfielders Jenna 
Richardson and 
Montana Garrett 
and defenders Katie 
Luposello and Anna 
Rizzo. Juniors Melanie 
Porras (defense) and 
Katy Kenny (attack) 
and sophomore 
Mackenzie Porter 
(goalie) complete the 
veteran returning 
nucleus.

Honovich, who 
played for Lakeland/
Panas, cites her 
team’s strengths as 
speed, experience and 
goaltending.

“Every season we 
look forward to getting 

further than the last one,” said Honovich, 
in her sixth season. “Last year we lost 
in the section semifinals to Bronxville, 
which was the furthest our program has 
ever gotten. Our goal is to get back there 
and come out on top!”

Villanova commit Katie Comerford rips one of  three goals she would score in 14-5 rout of  Arlington.

Yorktown junior A Michelle Seger had two goals and an assist in win over 
Arlington.

Iowa Style Wrestling Pupils Exceling on Section 1 Circuit
By Tony Pinciaro

Mike Bruno noticed something quickly 
about facing opponents who went to the 
Iowa Style Wrestling in Somers.

“Whenever I would go to youth 
tournaments, I always noticed that the 
best guys were from Iowa Style,” the 
Putnam Valley sophomore said. “I decided 
to go there when I was in sixth grade and 
I got my brother to go there when he was 
a senior.”

Bruno’s decision has led him to two 
Section 1 Division II championships and 
two top-three sectional-place-finishes in 
three years.

Iowa Style Wrestling, founded and run 
by John Degl, has become the wrestling 
club to go in Section 1 when you want to 
raise your levels. Degl, a 1992 Section 1 
and New York State Wrestling Champion 
at Mahopac High, opened his wrestling 
school in 2001. One of his first students 
was former Mahopac great, Joe Mazzurco. 
Mazzurco was a state champion, state 
runner-up and finished third in the state. 
Mazzurco went on to be a two-time NCAA 
Division I All-American for Cornell.

If there was ever any doubt as to Iowa 
Style’s impact on Section 1, one does not 
have to look any further than the 2016 
Section 1 Division I and Division II 
Wrestling Championships.

Eleven of the 15 Division I champions 
and five of the 15 Division II titlists are 
Iowa Style wrestlers. In all, twenty-six Iowa 

Style wrestlers finished in the top three in 
the Section 1 Division I and Division II 
Championships.

The ISW currently has 176 members 
and, according to Degl is growing in large 
part to the program’s sectional success. 
Degl pointed out that his wrestlers are not 
only from Section 1, but also from western 
and southern Connecticut. In fact, Degl 
said wrestlers come from as far as Mystic 
(CT).

“We’ve had a boon in enrollment since 

sectionals, which has a lot to do 
with the people starting to see 
the connection between who 
the top section performers 
are and where they all train,” 
Degl said. “We have 57 youth 
members and the rest are high 
school and elite members.”

When Degl graduated from 
Iowa and returned home, he 
began working with wrestlers 
in what he refers to as, ‘The 
Barn.’ In 2005, he expanded 
and moved to Millwood. In 
2008, Degl settled into the 
school’s new home – the 
Sport’s Arena in Somers (on 
Route 100).

Degl has developed a 
vast coaching resource with 
several outstanding teachers, 
including two former 
Olympians – Andy Seras and 
Micheal Luizzi. Jason Duva 

is the program’s youth coach and Tom 
Peterson is the assistant. Pete Duke is 
the youth team parent coordinator. Degl 
cited all three for doing outstanding work. 
Degl said there also numerous volunteer 
coaches. Former Fox Lane sectional 
champ and University of Pennsylvania 
wrestler Harrison Cook joined the staff 
this year with coaching veteran Anthony 
Tortora, a two-time Section 1 champion 
and state placefinisher for Horace Greeley. 

He is also the current Greeley varsity 
assistant coach.

“Anthony Tortora embodies the heart 
and soul of the staff,” Degl said. “He 
bridges the gap between me being an old 
man and the youth of our athletes.”

Alexander Melikian began going to 
Iowa Style with his older brother, current 
North Carolina State freshman wrestler, 
Sam Melikian. Even though he said he 
was ‘dragged’ to every practice, he said he 
began to love the sport. And it resulted in 
the Lakeland/Panas wrestler winning a 
sectional title and finishing second in the 
state, the highest place finish for a Rebels’ 
wrestler.

“When I was about 13 and I saw older 
guys like Sam Speno, Joe Mastro and Drew 
Longo, just to name a few, kill it at practice 
and in competition I knew that I wanted 
to be at least just as good as they were,” 
Melikian said. “Everyone was willing to 
help me get better. The mentality of just 
going after guys and fighting every inch fit 
perfectly with me.”

Brewster senior Mike Larm, the 2016 
Section 1 Division I 285-pound champion 
and state-fourth-placefinisher, followed in 
his older brother’s footsteps at Iowa Style. 
Larm, like Melikian, noted that working 
with fellow wrestlers who are at a high 
level helps raise their level.

“I got the great opportunity to train 
with state champ Yousiff Hemidia for the 

Putnam Valley two-time sectional champion Mikey Bruno is one of  
many ISW pupils to excel at sectionals and states.

All in the Family
continued from page 21

continued on page 23
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whole off season at Iowa Style,” Larm said. 
“I was a young and inexperienced wrestler 
who never stood a chance against Youssif, 
at first. I saw myself shaping into one of 
the better wrestlers. Once I started really 
competing with Yousiff and taking him 
down was when I realized that all the work 
at Iowa Style has been working.”

This is what makes Degl’s school 
quite unique. Even though many of the 
wrestlers are rivals during the season, 
when they enter ISW to train they are one 
unified group. Degl noted this in reference 
to Melikian and Evan Frank of John Jay-
Cross River, his opponent in the Section 1 
182-pound final.

“We have rivals training side by side 
and that is our biggest differentiator,” 
Degl said. “We don’t run from our rivals. 
We don’t pick sides and we don’t pit one 
against the other. We treat each other like 
family. When else has Section 1 ever had 
the second and third place wrestler in the 
same weight class in the state? Never.”

Melikian agrees with Degl’s family 
assessment and expands on it.

“Individually, it has given me tons of 
different looks,” said Melikian of working 
with fellow high-caliber wrestlers. “No 
guys hit the same move the same, and 
everyone brings their own knowledge to 
the table. As a section, ISW has unified 
us. Most of us practice together and going 
through the summer workouts really 
makes you closer to your partners.”

Even though a wrestler knows his 
workout at ISW is going to be mentally 
and physically grueling, they run in ready 
to go.

“You always feel good after a hard 
workout and you know that you can't get 
what you want out of the sport without all 
the tough practices,” Bruno said.

Now that ISW is expanding rapidly and 
Section 1 is seeing the success at the state 
championships, what is the next step in 
the school’s development?

“Knowing that alumni like Steven 

Rodrigues, who said he was prepared for a 
coach like Mark Perry, a notoriously tough 
coach, is how we gauge the success of our 
program,” Degl said. “College coaches 
report back that ISW athletes are ready for 
a college room; mentally, they are ready. 
There is always room to get better and 
that’s what we’re going to do. We’re going 
to do that by getting more kids in D1 & 
D2 & D3 and JUCO colleges wrestling.   
We’re going to continue to instill a love 
for the sport and to help Section 1 beat 
Section 5 and 11 next year at states.  My 
goal is to help Section 1 become the best 
wrestling hotbed in the country and we are 
actively recruiting “young guns” to make it 
happen.”

Larm noted that his Iowa Style 
experience has been about more than just 
wrestling.

“Joining Iowa Style was not only a very 
beneficial step for my wrestling career but 
also for my character as a whole,” Larm 
said. “Thanks to Iowa Style, I've learned 

to work hard, be determined, and overall 
be a good person, and that's really Coach 
Degl’s goal.”

Whether he did it through the 
establishment, which was a highly unlikely 
route given his ambitious wild side, or he 
went anti-establishment; rogue wrestling 
prodigy John Degl was going to leave his 
mark on Section 1 wrestling. There are 
two ways of doing things in Degl’s eyes; 
his way, and the wrong way, and the latter 
doesn’t cut much mustard. Wherever he 
went on the Section 1 circuit, the affable 
yet overbearing Degl has kicked it up a 
notch, sometimes to the point of no return.

So, seeing the writing on the wall, Degl 
took a hard right in terms of his wrestling 
policies. Forging beyond the bureaucratic 
B.S. that hindered his mentoring prowess, 
Degl opened ISW and never looked back. 
The returns have been unyielding in terms 
of championship production and the proof 
is in the pudding.

Ray Gallagher contributed to this story

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@DirectRays

Depending on whom you ask, the 
1995 close defense quartet of senior 
All-Americans Rob Doerr and John 
Harrington, plus All-Section senior 

standouts Phil Settembrino and Vin 
DeGregorio is widely regarded among the 
finest unit of four close defensemen ever 
assembled at Yorktown High. And when 
you throw in then-junior and soon-to-be 
All-American LSM Joe Ceglia into the 
mix, and back him up with senior All-
American G Brian 'Pickles' Carcaterra, it's 
hard to imagine a better defensive unit to 

ever take Charlie Murphy Field.
I’m not going to stick my neck out there 

and call it “the greatest” of all time since 
it didn’t produce the state chip, and that’s 
what success boils down to at Yorktown, 
the seven-time NYS champion. But that 
unit is often called the measuring stick by 

which Section 1 defenses are 
judged. 

That ’91 team, which 
featured senior All-American 
G Rocco D’Andraia, senior 
All-American D Jason Foley, 
and junior All-Americans 
defenders Paul Elfstrum 
and Brian Kuczma was none 
too shabby itself and ranks 
alongside, as do others 
(CMA).

There’s a method to my 
old-school madness here, 
and the reason we bring these 
names up from the past is 
because this current defense 
that Yorktown Coach Dave 
Marr brings to the field in 
2016 is, quite possibly, going 
to conjure up memories of 
the past, given the pre-season 
hype and the fact that it has 
surrendered just five goals in 
its first two wins against St. 
Mary's Annapolis (MD) and 

Cathedral Catholic (CA). 
Led by distinctive veteran G Liam 

Donnelly – the only five-year player in 
Yorktown history–the Huskers have made 
short work of opposing offenses while 
sticking 21 goals of their own.

“This defensive unit has been playing 
together for a while now so the chemistry 
is there,” the Rutgers-bound Donnelly 

said of the group, including junior Jose 
Boyer (Notre Dame), senior Tyler Makar 
(St. Josephs) and sophomore Brett Makar 
(Maryland), plus reserves Joe Brancato, a 
senior, and soph Brandon Meyreles. “We 
are all happy with how we have played, 
but we know we have to play better and 
are capable of playing much better. We 
know our defense can win games for us 
this year and we like that responsibility.”

Donnelly, a proven leader on and off 
the field, flies in the face of conventional 
wisdom, having accomplished something 
no Husker before him has, playing on the 
varsity since eighth grade.

“Looking back at all the years I've been 
on the team and all the people I've played 
with I'm very thankful to have been given 
this chance to play five years of lacrosse for 
one of the best programs in the country,” 
he said.

Husker M Dom Cioffi scored a career-
high four goals to lead Yorktown in the 
12-2 win over St. Mary’s last Wednesday 
in Maryland, part of a team-bonding 
trip that served its purpose. Stout junior 
A Justin Cavallo added a hat trick and 
an assist while Donnelly registered nine 
saves and an assist. Junior middie Kyle 
Casey served up three goals and a pair 
of assists in a dominating effort that saw 
the Huskers blow open a 4-2 halftime 
lead with eight unanswered second-half 
goals, four in the third and four more in 
the fourth. 

The Huskers opened the season at West 
Point where Cavallo dropped a three-
spot on Cathedral and added an assist. 
Donnelly posted 10 saves and junior 
FOGO Anthony Altimari won 12 of 
16 draws in an impressive debut by the 
Delaware-bound middie…

IN OTHER ACTION: 
There is no such thinking as “moral 

victories” in the vernacular of competitors 
like MAHOPAC seniors Christian 
Donahoe and Dan Foley, but even the 
most accountable competitors would have 
to say the Indians can find some positives 
in a 17-15 loss at Section 11 heavyweight 
Northport (LI) last Saturday.

Donahoe dumped six goals between the 
pipes and set up a pair while Foley went for 
five goals in an impressive return from a 
back injury that kept him on the sidelines 
the entire basketball season. Johnny Ward 
added three goals for the Indians.

“Really, what I think we did today is show 
ourselves what we can do,” Donahoe said. 
“We've been saying all pre-season that we 
have the talent to play with top programs 
in the state, but until today it was just talk. 
We're upset with the outcome because we 
did have opportunities to win that game. 
But I am happy with how we played overall, 
and it's good to be playing with Foley again. 
It's been a while. I just play better when he's 
out there with me. He felt good today, too.”

The two will need to be at their best 
today when the Indians visit Yorktown, 
which has beaten Mahopac by a combined 
40 goals over the last four wins (2012-15) 
prior to Mahopac’s last triumph against the 
Huskers (2011)...

It wasn't necessarily the start second-
year lax boss Tad Ignatz was looking for, 
but 0-2 is what it is at Class C PUTNAM 
VALLEY where the Tigers got handled 
by both Arlington (12-2) and reigning 
Class C champion Pleasantville (17-6). 
The Tigers were hoping to turn it around 
this Thursday against vengeful Lakeland/
Panas, which Putnam Valley has defeated 
in the last two meetings.

Iowa Style Wrestling Pupils Exceling on Section 1 Circuit
continued from page 22

Yorktown G Liam Donnelly leads a stout Husker defense.
RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO
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Despite the fine efforts of  Putnam Valley’s Kyle Anderson (28), the Tigers had little to no answers when it came to containing Pleasantville sniper Declan McDermott (3), who scored five goals in the Tigers’ 
17-6 loss to the defending Section 1 Class C champion Panthers last Thursday in an early-season battle to determine the hierarchy in Class C lax... see Boys Lax Notebook

Put Valley Spits up Furball  
in Battle of Cats

Tigers Fall 17-6 
to Reigning 
Champion 
Panthers


