
Northeast 

Tax & Business 

Associates

Business 
of the 
Week
page 7

twitter.com/ExaminerMediaFREE
February 2 - February 8, 2016 SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS Volume 8, Issue 358

Serving All of Putnam County

Somers 
Needs 

OT to Nip 
Brewster

see Sports

Jefferson Valley: 914-250-2750 | 600 Bank Road

WWW.CLUBFIT.COM

Briarcliff: 914-250-2134 | 584 N. State Road

JOINTODAY
for $50

& get a free massage or personal trainingThe Masucci Family
LOVES CLUB FIT

Offer ends 2/29/16. This offer 
requires payment of regular monthly 
dues and cannot be combined with 
any other offer. Customers received 

an item of value in exchange for their 
endorsement/testimonial. Other free 
appointments available are 1 Hour 

Private Swim Lesson, 1 Hour Private 
Tennis Lesson, or 1 Nutritional 

Consultation (available in Jefferson 
Valley only). One free appointment 
per new membership agreement. 

Appointment must be completed by 
5/31/2016. Certain limitations apply. 

By David Propper
As the Brewster Central School District 

begins its budget process this month, one 
area the district is focusing on is the cost 
of keeping students safe.

During a Jan. 26 Board of Education 
meeting, the difference between a School 

Resource Officer (SRO) provided by the 
Putnam County Sheriff ’s Office and a 
Special Patrol Officer (SPO), which is 
a retired law enforcement officer, was 
discussed to see if Brewster schools want 
to continue to have SROs in its buildings. 

Brewster District Reviews School 
Resource Officer Program

PROVIDED PHOTO

President of  the Kent Library Board Michael Mahoney (right) and former Library Board 
President Marty Collins thanked Assemblywoman Sandy Galef  (center) for sponsoring a 
$50,000 New York State Grant that paid for the recent renovations to the lower level of  
the Kent Public Library.  Numerous children’s programs, art workshops, lectures, movies, 
and used book sales have already taken place in the new program room and book cellar. 
“It is a great addition to the library,” said Library Director, Carol Donick. Assemblywoman 
Galef  held a “Town Meeting” in the Kent Library on Saturday, January 16th. 

Kent Library Board Thanks 
Assemblywoman Galef

continued on page 4

By David Propper
Republican candidate Suzi McDonough 

wants to make one point clear: former 
New York State senator Greg Ball is not 
running her campaign for state assembly 
in the 94th district. 

The issue of how involved the 
controversial former lawmaker is with 
McDonough’s upstart campaign has been 
a question brought up by some prominent 
Republicans within the district like current 
Assemblyman Steve Katz (Katz isn’t 
running again) and Putnam Republican 
Committee chairman Tony Scannapieco. 
But the Carmel Councilwoman is refuting 
the assertion that Ball’s is an integral part 
of her race for the assembly seat.

“That’s false information,” McDonough 
said. “Greg Ball is not running my 

campaign.”
McDonough was Ball’s chief of staff for 

a few years while Ball was in the senate 
and has hired Ball’s consulting firm, Black 
Stone for campaign help. Ball retired from 
public life in 2014 and now lives in Texas. 

McDonough said her campaign 
manager is Antoinette DeBellis of 
Mahopac who she’s known for years 
and as far as any connection to Ball, 
McDonough said she is only using his 
consulting firm for media relations. A 
mailer sent by McDonough’s campaign 
was also produced by Black Stone. 

“Suzi McDonough is running her own 
campaign,” McDonough said. “If that’s 
the only thing that they’re going to use 
against me, if they want to try and slander 

State Assembly Candidate: Ball Not Running My Campaign 

continued on page 15

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Suzi McDonough (left) thanks supporters during her campaign kickoff  and fundraiser last week.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
PCSO Sergeant Kevin Cargain speaks about the SRO program during a Brewster school board meeting 
last week.
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By Neal Rentz
San Bernardino, CA., Colorado 

Spring, CO., Roseburg, OR., 
Chattanooga, TN. all have one dreadful 
common thread.

What links these communities is that 
they are sites of recent American mass 
shootings that claimed the lives of at 
least three people in recent months in 
a list compiled late last year by the Los 
Angeles Times. 

It may be a troubling thought, but 
what would you do if you were present 
during a mass shooting?

The Putnam Lake Neighborhood 
Watch sought answers on Jan. 25 at 
the Putnam Lake Firehouse when it 
invited Patterson Councilman Peter 
Dandreano to discuss the topic “How 
to Respond to An Active Shooter 
Incident.” Dandreano has been a 
Greenburgh police officer for 25 years 
and for the past decade has been the 
Greenburgh Police Crime Prevention 
Officer. 

Dandreano told the roughly 75 
residents who attended the discussion 
they need to be prepared for a mass 
shooter incident. While he said to the 
audience, “I don’t want you to live in 
fear,” they should be prepared to deal 
with a mass shooting.

Those present at a mass shooting 
must seek to escape if possible to 

“protect your own life” and by doing 
so “we can help others,” Dandreano 
said. People should leave that situation 
“whether anyone follows you or not,” 
he said, adding, “Leave your belongings 

behind.” 
In a workplace, supervisors especially 

need to be prepared for the potential 
for a mass shooting because “people are 
going to be looking to you” to get out 

of the situation safely, Dandreano said. 
Once you get to safety Dandreano 

said a person should call 911 and do not 
leave the area because law enforcement 
officials will want to speak to witnesses. 

If you cannot escape an active 
shooter incident, Dandreano said lock 
and barricade a door and “silence your 
cell phone.” 

As a “last resort” people involved in a 
mass shooting would need to confront 
the shooter and do whatever they can 
to stop that person, Dandreano said. 
“You’re saving your life,” he said. 

Preparing for Active Shooter Incidents Addressed in Patterson

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Patterson Councilman Peter Dandreano, a Greenburgh Police Crime Prevention Officer, discussed the 
topic “How to Respond to An Active Shooter Incident” on Jan. 25 at a meeting of  the Putnam Lake 
Neighborhood Watch.
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By David Propper
When Erin Meagher noticed there was 

an opening for Greater Mahopac-Carmel 
chief executive officer job, she thought 
she’d be a good fit for the position and 
applied.

As it turns out, after several interviews 
for the job, so did chamber’s board of 
directors. 

Meagher, 26-years-old, was named 
CEO of the Mahopac chamber last week 
during the chamber’s award dinner and 
by the next day, the energetic Brewster 
resident was in her new office laying out 
her vision for the business community. A 
Carmel High School graduate and current 
village trustee in Brewster, Meagher is 
both familiar with the community and 
assuming a leadership role. 

Former CEO Mike Bucci stepped down 
last month due to a promotion at his full-
time job in Westchester. 

In an interview, an excited Meagher 
called the area that encompasses the 
Mahopac-Carmel chamber area a “great 
business community that could use some 
help.”

“And I think I’m ready, willing and able 
to help them,” Meagher said. 

Meagher’s background includes 
working in Manhattan for art galleries and 
then running the day-to-day operations 
of the Brewster Shipping Center in the 
village. She said, “if that is a hard area for 

economic development and a hard area 
for economic vitality, I think I hit it out of 
the park with that.” 

She has also been involved with 
the Brewster Chamber of Commerce, 
landmark preservation society for 
Southeast, and is the chairwoman 
of Brewster Founder’s Day, which is 

welcomed experience considering the 
abundance of community events the 
Mahopac chamber runs each year.

Targeting on legislative efforts will be 
a priority for Meagher; specifically the 
sign code update. Additionally, Meagher 
wants to bring in businesses that attract 
young people in order to get them to 
move to the area. 

Currently lacking in the area, Meagher 
said, is neighborhood retails stores and 
larger corporations that can give residents 
high paying jobs instead of leaving the 
county for those positions. 

“Mahopac-Carmel is the largest 
municipality in the county and I think it’s 
going to be one of the hubs for businesses,” 
Meagher said. 

Meagher encouraged residents and 
business owners to visit her office at 
chamber headquarters on Route 6. 
She also hopes to build relationships 
with business owners going forward, 
understanding, “what they want and what 
they need and what they need to help 
them move forward in this community.” 

Even though Meagher now lives in 
Brewster, she lived in Carmel during high 
school after moving up from Scarsdale. 
She stressed young people aren’t moving 
to the area as much as they could be. She 
hopes with her age, she can come up with 
ideas to draw in the next generation. 

“I help out Brewster everywhere 
I can and I’m dedicated to making 
Brewster better,” Meagher said. “But I’m 
also dedicated to making Carmel and 
Mahopac better for the benefit of the 
entire county.” 
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advertising@ 
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Southeast Resident Named Mahopac-Carmel Chamber CEO 

PROVIDED PHOTO
Erin Meagher is the new Greater Mahopac-Carmel 
Chamber of  Commerce CEO.
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Currently, there are three SROs — the 
more expensive option — that cover the 
high school, middle school, intermediate 
school, and elementary school.

Supervisor of the SRO program, sheriff 
sergeant Kevin Cargain spoke mostly to 
the advantages of having sheriff deputies 

in the schools.  All SROs are trained by 
certain national and state organizations 
prior to the job to keep up with certain 
trends in school security. While the SRO 
is a law enforcement presence, the officer 
typically acts as a counselor, teacher, and 
investigator. 

As a teacher in the middle and high 

school, they can talk to students about 
drug and alcohol awareness, use of 
police force, respect for police, Internet 
safety, and bullying, Cargain said. In the 
elementary school, much of the lessons 
are similar with an emphasis on stranger 
danger.

Students are encouraged to go to SROs 
at any time with issues or problems 
they might have, as “another avenue for 
students to seek help out” outside of a 
parent or teacher. 

As an investigator, the officer can look 
into certain complaints or incidents and 

shows up to the school building in a 
marked sheriff ’s vehicle, Cargain noted. 
An SRO also has the ability to make an 
arrest at anytime and can also be contacted 
anytime during the week or weekend. 

“They function as a community police 
officer,” Cargain said. “When school is not 
in session, they’re in the community as a 
police officer.”

On the other hand, Cargain said SPOs 
are peace officers, and don’t have the same 
flexibility. While armed, trained, and 
in uniform, an SPO is retired police or 
correctional officers within the last three 
years. They show up in their own vehicles, 
Cargain said, and can only make an arrest 
when they witness a crime in progress. 
They’re not allowed to investigate 
crimes. Additionally, SPOs don’t go into 
classrooms to speak with students and 
have set hours that limit their time in the 
school.

Cargain said an SRO cost on average 
$15 more per hour than an SPO.

Sheriff Captain Frank Christian said for 
the extra money, an SRO is responsible 
for “all kids in the community” and is 
still in the midst of their law enforcement 
career. As for an SPO, Christian said 
those individuals are looking more to 
supplement their income and are limited 
to what they can do.

The sheriff officials referenced the 
tragedy at Sandy Hook Elementary School 
where 26 victims, including 20 children, 
where killed by a crazed gunman. While 
the high school and middle school in 
the Newton school district had law 
enforcement officers, the elementary 
school did not and was exposed as a soft 
target. 

“The $15 for what you get, it’s apples 
and oranges,” Christian said. 

Michael Sellet, the Putnam-Northern 
Westchester Regional Safety Coordinator, 
spoke generally about Brewster’s safety 
plan because much of it is confidential 
for security reasons. He noted Brewster 
has “raised the bar” for school systems’ 
security in the region.

“This district collaborates very closely 
with law enforcement,” Sellet said. “Our 
SROs in this district, in my opinion are 
the best of the best. It’s a great relationship 
and these folks are professionals.”

Community members that include 
school staff and PTA parents, on hand for 
the presentation, voiced broad support 
for the SRO program to continue as it 
has, and not face any budget cuts as the 
district puts together its annual spending 
plan. 

Daria Pascale, a health teacher at Henry 
Wells Middle School, said she works 
closely with the SRO in the building, 
specifically during her substance abuse 
lessons and she finds him “invaluable.”

“To go with an SPO that won’t be in the 
classroom, I think it would be a disservice 
for the 15 dollars,” Pascale said.  

Brewster District Reviews School Resource Officer Program
continued from page 1
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By David Propper 
Engaged to be married in September 

and her physical therapy career 
flourishing, everything appeared to be 
going right in Amanda Russo’s life. 

But just after the start of the New 
Year, Amanda and her family received 
devastating news. Amanda, a Mahopac 
High School graduate, was diagnosed 
with breast cancer. 

“To have what’s suppose to be the 
happiest time of your life kind of have this 
big rain cloud over you is just something 
you never expect or want, especially for 
a family member” her sister Nina Caliri 
said. 

While the battle to beat cancer has just 
started for Amanda, plenty of family, 
friends, and community members have 
already shown extraordinary support. 
Since Nina started a fundraising page 
on the website GoFundMe last Tuesday, 
close to $19,000 has been raised. 

The goal was to reach the $15,000 
mark, but that was surpassed in less 
than 48 hours as people from around the 

country and in Mahopac have responded 
resoundingly. 

“I was in total shock,” Nina said. “I’ve 
gotten so many responses from people 
who have local foundations that want to 
help, which reaffirms there are a lot of 
good people in this world.”

When Nina mentioned the idea to 

Amanda, she originally was hesitant to 
seek assistance, especially in such a public 
manner. “Once you click that button, 
everyone knows,” but Amanda came 
around and decided Nina could put the 
page online. 

According to the funding page, 
Amanda is in stage 1 cancer and because 
of the type of tumor, it will require 
chemotherapy. Amanda, 27, and her 
fiancé Dan always planned on having 
children, but the chemotherapy will result 
in early menopause so the couple plans 
on having embryos frozen. Treatment 
is costly and insurance companies don’t 
cover much. 

The family moved to Mahopac roughly 
20 years ago when Amanda was still in 
elementary school and she eventually 
graduated from Mahopac High School. 
Amanda and Nina also have a younger 
sister who is 21. 

Nina described Amanda as someone 
similar to their mother; a person who 
wants to make sure everyone feels better 
and is always concerned with other 
people’s feeling before her own. 

“Having a sister is just a very special 
relationship that you can’t replicate with 
anyone else that you meet,” Nina said. “It’s 
heartbreaking to see someone so special 
and such a helpful person to now be in 
that vulnerable state where she needs 
help.”

Nina said Amanda is “overwhelmed” 
by all the people that have come to her 
aid. She recently texted Nina how she 
never received money without working 
for it and it makes her uncomfortable 
taking the donations. Regardless, she and 
the entire family are grateful. 

“She’s going to continue to need support 
emotionally and financially throughout 
this process and just have people keep her 
in their thoughts as she continues on this 
unexpected journey,” Nina said. 

To donate to Amanda, please go to 
gofundme.com and search Amanda’s Battle 
Against Cancer. 

Outpouring Support Directed at Mahopac Native Battling Cancer
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Joined by more than 100 supporters at 
Four Brothers Restaurant in Mahopac, 
Somers resident Phil Oliva officially 
kicked off his congressional campaign 
for the 18th District over the weekend, 
saying that the “country is heading in 
the wrong direction, Washington is 
broken and that only strong, principled 

leadership will help get the country back 
on the right track.” 

“We have a $19 trillion national 
debt, 94 million Americans are out of 
the workforce, we’re under attack by 
terrorists,  our allies no longer trust 
us and our enemies no longer fear us 
and Washington keeps kicking the can 

down the road,” said Oliva.  “I’m not 
looking to go to Washington and join 
the ‘go-along-to-get-along’ crowd.  I’m 
looking to break up the status quo and 
get us back to a smarter, more limited 
form of government that’s focused on a 
strong national defense, free enterprise 
economy that expands job creation 
and income growth, and securing the 
borders once and for all.”

Oliva also mentioned the local heroin 
epidemic, regional infrastructure needs 
and the needs of veterans as areas he 
would focus on as Congressman.  He 
criticized the current congressman, 
Sean Patrick Maloney (D-Cold Spring), 
for being “out-of-touch.”

“He said nothing about Iran capturing 
10 of our sailors and holding them at 
gunpoint, but the same week he starts a 
petition to rename Donald J. Trump Park 
in Putnam? We have more important 
issues and we don’t have time for these 
silly political games,” said Oliva.

Westchester County Executive Rob 
Astorino and Putnam County Executive 
MaryEllen Odell, were among several 
local officials on hand to support Oliva.

“I’m proud to enthusiastically support 
Phil’s campaign because he is grounded 
and principled.  Washington won’t 
change Phil. We can count on Phil to 
change Washington,” said Astorino.

Oliva is a top advisor for Astorino.  
He is also the President of Gipper 
Communications, LLC, a New 
York-based consulting firm. During 
Astorino’s 2014 race for governor, Oliva 
co-authored an economic plan that was 
called “A Plan for New York Revival” by 
the Wall Street Journal, adding that it 
would “lift the state’s flagging economy” 
if enacted. 

Oliva has more than 20 years’ 
experience in the public and private 
sectors, working in the healthcare 
industry and at various levels of 
government including time as a 
speechwriter for former New York 
governor George Pataki. 

Oliva earned an MBA from Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute and a BA from 
Siena College where he also played 
Division I baseball and Division I-AA 
football. He and his wife Jessica are the 
proud parents of Philip (4) and Daniela 
(2). They are expecting a third child in 
February.

Somers Resident Kicks Off Congressional Campaign
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PROVIDED PHOTO
Phil Oliva of  Somers kicked off  his race for the 18th congressional district last weekend in Mahopac.
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By David Propper
Tax season can be one of the most 

agonizing and confusing times of the year 
for millions of Americans. But with the 
help of Nicholas Brown and Janine Angelo 
of Northeast Tax and Business Associates, 
it doesn’t have to be as excruciating.

Northeast Tax is about to get a lot 
busier as tax season is in full swing. And 
while many will rely on big businesses to 
handle their taxes, the service, price, and 
depth of knowledge offered by Brown 
and Angelo is unmatched, regardless of 
the household names they’re competing 
against.

Brown and Angelo were originally 
working together in Somers as part of 
Liberty Tax Services, but after tax season 
in 2011, the two decided to start their 
business in Mahopac. 

“We’ve been here since then and every 
year we’ve been growing,” Brown said, 
noting last year the two handled more 
than 500 tax returns. 

Before going into this line of work, 
Brown worked at Craft Foods for 30 
years as a financial executive. In semi-
retirement, Brown took a tax course and 
started to teach himself income tax. The 
business is flexible for Brown because 
while there can be incredibly busy 
months—generally Jan. 21 to April 20 and 

Sep.1 to Oct. 15—there are slower months 
where the two are able to relax more and 
not go into the office. (Clients can still 
reach them by phone or email.)

Brown, a Hopewell Junction resident, 
and Angelo, a Mahopac resident, both 
prepare tax returns now, though Brown 
pointed out Angelo’s ability to run the 
office ensures everything moves smoothly. 
Brown turns most of his attention to the 
tax law, which can be complex.

“We kind of compliment each other 
that way and each one of us wouldn’t do 
this without the other,” Brown said, with 

Angelo agreeing. 
Brown noted 

how tough it 
is for a regular 
person to do taxes 
on their own 
today. Ten years 
ago it wasn’t as 
complicated, but 
today it’s certainly 
more difficult.  
One factor is 
the passage of 
the Affordable 
Care Act, or 
better known as 

Obamacare. If a 
person got health 

insurance and received a subsidy and 
the information filled out was incorrect, 
that person can be out of a good chunk 
of money. 

Part of a tax return requires the person 
to fill out if he or she has health insurance 
and whether or not they got a subsidy. If 
they don’t have health insurance, then a 
penalty calculation must be filled out.  

Because of the thicket of issues 
accountants must work through now, 
Brown and Angelo always have some 
entertaining moments with stressed 
clients to share. Some clients come in and 

are frantic because they have no idea why 
their tax return isn’t as plentiful as they 
thought. 

 “A lot of people come in and don’t 
understand why their refund isn’t what it 
was a year ago,” Brown said. The general 
rule of thumb, Brown said, is people have 
a huge impact on their own tax return. 
Different things can lead to different 
possible deductions. 

Overall, Brown doesn’t think the tax 
system is fair in the United States. In 
the past five years specifically, it has 
penalized upper-middle income families. 
An individual can declare $200,000 in 
income without an additional tax, but a 
couple that declares more than $250,000 
gets hit with an additional burden. 
Although that’s considered a high income 
in many parts of the country, in New York 
it doesn’t get you as much anymore.

No matter who the clients are, Brown 
makes clear: if you’re looking for 
someone to cook the books, don’t come to 
Northeast Tax. 

“We don’t want the IRS cooking our 
practice,” Brown said. “We try to do 
things legit.” 

Northeast Tax is located 566 Route 
6 in Mahopac and its phone number is 
845-621-2400. They offer free returns for 
dependent children.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
The outside of  Northeast Tax in Mahopac.

Northeast Tax and 
Business Associates - Mahopac

Business 

of the Week

Sterling Optical • Putnam Examiner • Store 157 • Job# 016109
4C, 10” W x 6.125” H • Runs: 2/2 • IO# 16109 • EGC Group 516.935.4944

Now accepting more insurances than ever, including EyeMed, VSP, Davis and Spectera!
Repair or replace your frame with our NO-Fault Warranty • Se Habla Español
We welcome outside prescriptions. • See now, pay later ✔ 6-12 months’ financing available
*Frame from select group with single-vision lenses. ‡From select group. ‡Rebate form required to be mailed in. $100 rebate will be sent in form of a prepaid Visa® card to the address provided on the rebate form.  
†With purchase of 2-24 packs at $110 per 24 pack. ACUVUE OASYS® is a trademark of Johnson & Johnson Vision Care, Inc. 2015. Prices subject to change without notice. Offers cannot be combined with insurance.  
See store for details. Other restrictions may apply. Expires 3/31/16.

Jefferson Valley Mall (Lower level, near First Niagara Bank) 

650 Lee Blvd., Yorktown Heights
914.245.8111 • Doctor Available 7 Days a Week 
SterlingOptical.com  Fashion for everyone

Fashion Frame
Single-Vision Lenses

Complete Pairs of 

Eyeglasses

$89*

2for
$149‡

2for

Designer
Frames

and more!

ACUVUE OASYS® 

Contacts

$22O†

Includes Eye Exam

1 Year Supply

Eye Exam

with offers

$1999
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Logan Steel purchased a new 
location that is 175,000 square feet 
at 119 Empire Avenue, Meriden, CT as 
a new service center.

Since its inception in 1972, the 
company has been engaged in the 
distribution of  carbon steel products, 
stainless steel products, aluminum 
products and galvanized products 
of  all shapes, sizes and grades. The 
12-acre site from which the company 
operates includes a 40,000 square 
foot fabrication facility with 21st 
century cutting edge c.n.c. equipment 
and entertains inquiries of  all sizes 
and quantities.

Coming soon (early spring) the “all 

under one roof” one stop shopping 
service center will include a 20,000 
square foot cutting edge “bargain 
barn” that inventories exact remnant, 
drops and cut-off  sizes and quantities 
allowing its customers to purchase only 
what they require. The facility includes 
wide isle shopping, the opportunity 
to “browse” and take home a variety 
of  metal products, hardware and 
equipment to name a few.

Until spring, the company invites 
customers to visit its prior to moving 
and existing “bargain barns” located 
at 1150 Old Colony Road, Meriden, CT 
and 600 Riverside Avenue Torrington, 
CT where specialty sales are in effect 

to reduce inventory and alleviate its 
move. The Torrington “bargain barn” 
stands alone and continues to be 
open to the public.

The “bargain barn” welcomes 
hobbyists, artists, sculptors, 
contractors and students alike. The 

company, via its website, and Facebook 
also announces weekly specials with 
deep discounts. Available short trip 
access from all major highways to the 
center of  Connecticut. Call for further 
information at 800-560-3317.

Violet Matlin
Violet Matlin, 91, of Carmel, died on 

January 25. Violet was born on March 24, 
1924 to Joseph and Genevieve (Massaro) 
Bumbolow in the Bronx. On February 
16, 1947 she married the love of her 
life, Theodore Auletta and together they 
raised their three children; Nanette, Lynn, 
and Robert. Theodore predeceased her 
in 1979.   Violet dedicated her entire 
life to her family. She also was an artist 
who enjoyed painting and provided art 
lessons at the Home of the Aging. In 
addition, Violet was an avid shopper 
and was a volunteer at the Kent Library. 
Violet cherished her family and friends, 
she will be missed dearly, yet the love 
and devotion she had for us all, will be 
forever in our hearts.   She is survived 
by her three loving children; Nanette 
(Benedict) Manna of Putnam Valley, 
Lynn (John) DeVivo of Red Hook, and 
Robert (Katrina) Auletta of Ventura, CA, 
and two precious grandchildren; Cara 
and Michael whom she adored and each 
child held a special place in her heart. 
Violet remarried later on in life and is 
predeceased by Dave Matlin. She is also 
predeceased by her sister Lillian.

Arthur Natt
Arthur Natt, a longtime resident of 

Mahopac, died peacefully at home on 
Tuesday January 26, with his wife by 
his side, at the age of 71. He was born 
on June 6, 1944, the son of Frank and 
Cathleen Faughnan Natt. Art enjoyed 
golf, hunting and sailing and was a 
member of the Hillview Gun Club in 
Stanfordville, NY. He was the proprietor 
of Brodie’s North Pub and Restaurant 
in Mahopac before retiring in 2002. On 
April 10, 1999 he married Joanne O’Reilly 
in Mahopac. In addition to Joanne, he 
is survived by his sons, Mark and his 
wife Stephanie of Salt Lake City, UT and 
Matthew and his wife Galen of Park City, 
UT, his step-sons, Edward Faitakes of 
Mahopac and John Faitakes and his wife 
Katherine of Poughkeepsie, his brother 
Robert of Peekskill, his sister Maureen 
Guglielmo and her husband Michael 
of Hopewell Junction, his sister-in-law 
Eileen Eckert and her husband Stephen, 
his grandchildren, Taylor, Ava, Leo, 
Anastasia, Emanuel, Milla and Xander 
and many nieces and nephews. What 
Art enjoyed most in his later years was 
spending time with his grandchildren.

Obituaries
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Letter to the Editor

According to Legislator Roger 
Gross “the legislature is sliding toward 
being basically, an extension of the 
administration”.

Everyone on the IDA board resigned 
for their own reasons.  No pressure was 
put on any member to resign, to the best 
of my knowledge. In my opinion this was 
possibly the best board I ever served on. 
Meanwhile both the administration and 
the legislature were tone deaf. While the 
legislature has given almost $400,000 to 
the Economic Development Corporation 
and Tourism without questions, the IDA 
was left hat in hand. The IDA has been 
asking for funds since 2013. The Industrial 
Development Agency (IDA) was never 
expected to be self-sustaining, and the 
County Executive (CE ) stated, that’s 
the key.  The Economic Development 
Corporation (EDC) was supposed to 
reduce its budget 5 percent per year, not 
the IDA.   

The County Executives proposed 
loan to the volunteer IDA board in 2013 
included 24/7 access to the chairman and 
personal liabilities for board members, 
the board gracefully declined.  The CE 
touted we gave them free rent.  This is 
her administrative policy and I think 
all outside agencies should pay rent, 
this includes tourism and the EDC who 
together receive almost $400,000 per year 
in county taxpayer money. The CE stated 
she wants a business plan.  The legislature 
was given 10 years of financials, proposed 
budgets for 2014 through 2018, a request 
for $40,000 to get through 2015 and a 
model to help, how and where to spend 
Economic Development money in 
Putnam County.   

The Legislature without financials or 
any pertinent information voted to share 
a Local Development Corporation (LDC) 
with Dutchess County, December 3, 2015.   
The IDA was in effect an LDC, prior to 

2008. They could have made an LDC 
board similar to the IDA board and kept 
it in Putnam County.   The discussion 
should have started in September, 2015 
when it was first proposed to Deputy 
County Executive, Bruce Walker.  A 
Local Development Corporation could 
have been formed for free with seed 
money for the corporation.  Instead 
the administration waited till it was an 
emergency rather than a discussion. A 
$28,000,000 dollar not for profit bond 
deal was at stake. The Dutchess County 
LDC was not present or invited to the 
meeting to discuss the partnership.

The County Executive stated the IDA 
had no new deals pending; the IDA board 
has deals pending and closed two new 
deals, which include the first hotel in 
Putnam County since 1962 and sale tax 
& mortgage recording tax abatements 
for the Butterfield project.  The CE stated 
they offered help for administrative 

considerations and even since the 
resignations not one person has called 
from the County to help. The County 
Executive further insulted the board by 
stating they wanted to be salaried.  That is 
against state law and the money requested 
was always for a competent CEO and 
administrative functions.  No money was 
ever requested to give Board members a 
salary.

The IDA board that resigned was a 
well-rounded, highly motivated board 
whose intention was to bring good jobs 
to Putnam County, without political 
influence at a price Putnam County could 
afford. 

Richard Ruchala
Brewster
Ruchala is the former IDA chairman of 
Putnam County

IDA Chairman Sets Record Straight on Resignations 

Logan Steel Announces New Steel Service Center 
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Happy Valentine’s Day

54 Miller Road •  Mahopac, NY 10541
845-628-3447

www.aljanjewelersltd.com

54 Miller Road •  Mahopac, NY 10541

FROM

FREE
LIMITED EDITION
SILVER CHARM WITH
LEATHER BRACELET 

$39

Choose from select charms 
*Limited to the Endless Jewelry 

 Starter Bracelet charms (Retail $30). 
 Does not apply to the Jennifer Lopez Collection.

COLOR
YOUR
LIFE

al
“Mahopac’s Oldest Retailer Jeweler Since 1975”

jan jewelers

54 Miller Road • Mahopac, NY 10541
845.628.3447 

www.aljanjewelersltd.com

FREE GIFT 
with any 

Endless purchase

Now taking 
Valentines Day 

Reservations
Regular menu plus 

Valentines Day Specials 

Looking for something special for Valentine’s Day?
Dresses & Clubwear

Jewelry & Accessories
Makeup

Shoes & boots
~Elegant & Affordable ~

485 Route 6 • Mahopac NY • 845 628-0101

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Valentine’s Day Gift Ideas!

All Teeth Cleaning 
1/2 Price!

NOW $3.00!
Call for Appt. Exp. 2/29/16

February is Dental 
Health Month

YORKTOWN P    T GROOMING, INC.

1903 Commerce Street  • Yorktown Heights, NY
914-962-4464

www.yorktownpetgrooming.com

LYN’S

995 Rte 6 Mahopac 
Kmart Plaza

845-628-0300
Mon- Sat 9am - 7pm

Sun- 10 am-5pm

Happy Valentine’s Day

$4 OFF
Any $20 Purchase

Not to be combined with any other offer
Expires 2/28/2016

Collectibles, Balloons, Jewelry, Gifts Helium 
Balloons

FREE
Gift Wrap

$4 OFF

Collectibles, Balloons, Jewelry, Gifts

FREE
Gift WrapCardsmart 50% OFF

All Cards
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Across
1 Central
4 It may be great at the zoo
7 One in a suit
8 On the same page
11 Skater’s move
12 Loses energy
13 Marcel Marceau, notably
14 PC hookup
15 Peaceful relations between nations
17 Before, once
20 Belonging to middleweight boxer 
or JV
Mall jeweler
21 Cowell, Simple, or JV Mall 
property group
23 Pliable leather
24 Puget Sound capital
26 Degree in business
27 Trapper’s prize
28 Columbus native
31 Lake next to Cleveland
32 Sound quality
33 Put on
34 Recipe measurement, for short
35 Unit of work

Down
1 Top
2 Frozen dessert
3 Drop

4 There was much about nothing in
Shakespeare
5 Liveliness
6 Rescue squad
8 Off
9 Harsh and metallic
10 Noun-forming suffix
11 Astound
16 Line on a weather report map
17 Last Samurai’s boss
18 Like white water
19 Related on the mother’s side
22 Block
25 Freeway division
26 Angry crowd
28 1951 Baseball hall-of-famer
29 Mug marking, maybe
30 Devilkin

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 15

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

OR

PLUMBING • HEATING • WATER TREATMENT

845-278-0300
“A Ful l  Serv ice ,  Fami ly Owned and Operated,

L icensed and Insured Plumbing Company”

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

               "Serving the Hudson Valley's residents for over 40 Years"

Prevent Frozen Pipes, Winterize Your Home Now!

A Full  Service , Family Owned  and Operated, Licensed and Insured  Plumbing Company"

www.fossatiplumbing.com
Faucet repair and replacement boiler repair/replacement

Clogged showers & drain • Installation of dishwashers
Sump pump & well pumps • Water filtration systems

Garden hose Spigots • Water pressure issues
Pool plumbing/ heaters • Leaking pipes

 Senior and  
Veterans  
discounts  
available

Families choose Soundview Prep because of its rigorous 
college preparatory curriculum, its strong music and art 

program, and its personalized learning community.

Soundview
Preparatory School

914 962-2780  •  soundviewprep.org
370 Underhill Avenue, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 

Soundview Prep... could be a life changer.

UPCOMING OPEN HOUSES
Sunday, February 7 • 1 - 3 pm

Sunday, March 6 • 1 - 3 pm
ROLLING ADMISSIONS   • CALL 914 962-2780 TO SCHEDULE A TOUR!
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Last week Green Chimneys School 
students capped off a week of anti-bullying 
activities in honor of No Name Calling 
Week, a nationwide effort sponsored by 
GLSEN® that asks students to help put a 
spotlight on name-calling and bullying 
in their schools. Fun educational and 
supportive activities within the school 
and across the Green Chimneys campus 
had students and staff involved in this 
important campaign reminding everyone 
to be “one of the brave.” The week was 
spearheaded by the Green Chimneys 
Upstander Committee, which ensures 
the Green Chimneys culture is one of 
safety, respect and inclusion and that 

students – and staff – are committed to 
being Upstanders, and the Equal Rights 
Activists (ERA) student group, which 
advocates for LGBTQ issues on campus. 
Activities undertaken included a Garden 
of Kindness in which students drew or 
wrote something kind they recently did or 
witnessed, or why they feel it is important 
to be kind to one another. 

Classmates Alex and Gerald (in photo) 
chose to highlight their own bond by 
documenting the support they feel toward 
each other. “When I first came to Green 
Chimneys, I didn’t know how to cope with 
all of my issues,” Alex explained. “Then I 
met my best friend who helped me get 

through everything.” Green Chimneys 
is a multi-faceted nonprofit organization 
helping young people to maximize their 
full potential by providing residential, 
educational, clinical and recreational 
services in a safe and supportive 
environment that nurtures connections 
with their families, the community, 
animals and nature. Spanning two 

campuses in Putnam County, NY, Green 
Chimneys services include an accredited 
special education school, residential 
treatment center, animal-assisted and 
nature-based therapeutic programs, 
public education and recreation programs, 
and community-based support for youth 
and families. www.greenchimneys.org

Green Chimneys Students Celebrate Kindness to Counter Bullying

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Chief  ADA Joseph Fonseca (center) with new DA Bob Tendy to his left and former chief  ADA Chana Krauss 
who remains with the office.
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Bethel’s Certified Home Health Agency  
Serving  

 

Westchester & Putnam Counties 
 
 

For Personal Attention and Peace of Mind  

914-941-1300 

 
 
 

Bethel Homes & Services, a not-for-profit community, 
offers Adult Day Services, Home Care,  

Independent Senior Living, Assisted Senior Living, 
Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation,  

Hospice & Respite Care 

At the Heart of Senior Living 

Croton-on-Hudson & Ossining                     914-739-6700                      bethelwell.org 

Currently Hiring:  Home Health & Personal Care Aides  

Competitive Salary and Benefits—E-mail resume: betheljobs@yahoo.com 
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In response to the spread of synthetic 
drugs, including a K2 overdose yesterday 
in White Plains, the New York State Senate 
has passed a package of bills sponsored by 
State Senator Terrence Murphy designed 
to prevent the use, sale and procession of 
dangerous synthetic cannabinoids.

“I’ve had many discussions with police 
officers, substance abuse counselors and 
parents about synthetic drugs - legal 
and lethal substances that can have life-
threatening consequences,” said Senator 
Murphy. “The Senate-approved legislation 
will identify new drugs that currently 
evade our existing laws, ban chemicals 
that imitate controlled substances, and 
establish a database to better inform the 
public and law enforcement.”

Synthetic drugs have increased in 
popularity because their effects are similar 
to known hallucinogens or narcotics but 
their chemical structures are slightly 
altered so restrictions against illegal 
substances can be evaded.

Through a bi-partisan effort, The Senate 
Majority Coalition Leaders, Majority 
Leader John Flanagan (R-C-I, East 
Northport) and Independent Democratic 
Conference (IDC) Leader Jeff Klein (D, 
Bronx/Westchester), also released a report, 
The State of Synthetics: A Review of the 
Synthetic Cannabinoid Drug Problem 
in New York & Solutions on Ending the 
Epidemic, that details the $22.7 million 

New York State and its taxpayers spent 
to respond to this public health crisis in 
2015.

Majority Leader Flanagan said, “The 
spread of synthetic drugs is affecting every 
community and will continue to destroy 
lives unless more preventive action is 
taken. For five years, I have sponsored 
legislation that has passed the Senate on 
numerous occasions so that we can hold 
criminals accountable for the creation 
of new and dangerous drugs that evade 
our current laws. It is past time for the 
Assembly to join us and help put an end to 
synthetic drugs today.”

IDC Leader Klein said, “We must KO 

K2 from upstate to downstate, and today 
the Senate will send a strong message that 
synthetic drugs will not be tolerated in 
our state. My analog bill will ensure that 
New York keeps ahead of the chemists’ 
curve and will ban chemicals that mimic 
controlled substances as they are tweaked, 
so the law can no longer be subverted. 
Now, the Assembly must take action to 
protect the citizens of New York State.”

The bills the Senate acted upon today to 
eradicate the sale of K2 and other synthetic 
drugs, include:
•	 S2836C adds the current list of known 

synthetic cannabinoids to the Schedule 
I list and creates criminal penalties for 
possession and sale;

•	 S4743 adds Alpha-PVP, known as 
“flakka” or “gravel,” to the public health 
law Schedule I of controlled substances;

•	 S1640A amends the Controlled 
Substances Act to add to the Schedule 
any analogous drugs;

•	 S6040A imposes civil penalties 
on businesses that sell synthetic 
cannabinoids. On the third violation, 
a business would lose its state licenses 
to sell lottery tickets, alcohol, cigarettes 
and tobacco products for five years; and

•	 S6496 requires the Department of Health 
to maintain an electronic database of 
known synthetic cannabinoids, listing 
their compounds, a description of 
products and their street names.

Senator Rich Funke (R-C-I, Fairport) 
said, “Dealers often stay one step ahead of 
the law by tweaking their drugs, which is 
why we need to put the law in line with 
the threat to snuff-out Flakka in our 
communities. With Flakka’s availability 
on the street growing virtually unchecked, 
now is the time to crack-down on Alpha 
PVP before it’s too late. Thank you to my 
Senate colleagues for their support and to 
Rochester Assemblyman Harry Bronson 
for his efforts to take on Flakka in the 
Assembly.”

The bills will be sent to the Assembly.

Murphy Sponsors Bill to Combat Synthetic Drug Abuse

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Somers Custom Framing 

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

We Make Warm Friends

WINTER SALE
Generators, complete high-efficiency heating 
and cooling systems now on our Winter Sale 

Licensed, insured and bonded!
Quality guaranteed!

845 628-1330
sclafanienergy.com

The Putnam   
Humane Society 

Pet  
Of the  
Week 

Shockey was part of a  
loving home and can’t  
wait to find a new one!   

State Senator Terrence Murphy
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Jessica Curran is a first grade teacher 
at Matthew Paterson Elementary School. 
In April 2015, Jessica and her husband 
Christopher learned the devastating news 
that their son Conner has Duchenne 
Muscular Dystrophy (DMD), a fatal 
genetic disorder. To show support for 
Jessica and her family, the staff at 
Matthew Paterson hold “Duchenne 
Awareness Day” on the last Monday of 
each month. On this day, they wear red 
“End Duchenne” t-shirts. In addition, 
they have helped raise funds for research.

Below is Conner’s story told by his 
parents and information on the disease 
and fundraising efforts, aptly called 
“Kindness Over Muscular Dystrophy.” 

Kindness Over Muscular Dystrophy
https://www.facebook.com/
kindnessovermd
Fundraising: http://www.
parentprojectmd.org/KOMD

 
Diagnosis

Conner is a twin and we noticed that 
when Conner was a baby he was not 
reaching his milestones as compared to 
his brother, however, we just thought that 
he was just a little behind. Unfortunately, 
he fell further behind in his abilities and 
when our third son started to surpass 
Conner we brought him to Maria Fareri 
Children’s Hospital. He was diagnosed in 
April of 2015 with Duchenne Muscular 
Dystrophy at the age of 4. Dr. Kathryn 
R. Wagner at Johns Hopkins Kennedy 
Krieger Institute is currently treating 
Conner. John’s Hopkins is located in 
Maryland and is one of the several 
nationally recognized certified Duchenne 
Care Centers. There is no certified 
Duchenne Care Center currently in the 
tri-state area.
What is Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy?

Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy affects 
1 in 3500 boys and it is a fatal genetic 
disorder affecting muscles of the limbs, 
trunk, lungs and heart. Because Duchenne 
gene is found on the X- chromosome, 
it primarily affects boys, however, it 
occurs across all races and cultures. This 
disorder is marked by a progressive loss of 
balance and muscle strength. All muscles 
and especially the heart and lungs lose 
function over time and eventually stop 
working. Kids with DMD usually require 
a wheel chair by around age 12 -14. 
Eventually they lose the ability to move 
their arms and hands and are unable 
to perform even the simplest tasks like 
feeding themselves. Unfortunately those 
with Duchenne don’t live past their early 
30’s. 
How this diagnosis affected Conner and 
our family.

The simple words in the diagnosis 
shattered our world and brought us to our 
knees. This was a devastating diagnosis 
for Conner and heartbreaking for us as 
his parents. Like every parent, we would 

trade places with him in a heartbeat to 
save him from the pain that will certainly 
come if no cure is found. This is not a 
fair disease; it robs boys of a normal 
childhood. There will be no soccer, no 
basketball, no baseball but really the 
sports mean nothing. Walking at age 12 
means something. 
What can we as parents do?

We as parents are witnesses to our 
children’s lives. Their joys and heartaches 
are laid open in our hearts and we want 
with every fiber of our being to hold them 
close to protect them, love them and 
nurture them. We will not allow Duchenne 
Muscular Dystrophy to win the battle over 
Conner’s life. Given Conner’s prognosis, 
we must do absolutely everything in 
our power to advocate for him to help 
raise funds to change the course of this 
disease. We have partnered with Parent 
Project Muscular Dystrophy and created 
the Kindness Over Muscular Dystrophy 
charity webpage. www.parentprojectmd.
org/KOMD We will fight this battle with 
kindness, love and hope and in the end all 
of us will win.
Who is Parent Project Muscular 
Dystrophy?

Parent Project Muscular Dystrophy 
is a non-profit 501 (c)(3) charity 
whose mission is to end Duchenne by 
accelerating research, raising voices in 
Washington, demanding optimal care 
for Duchenne patients and educating 
the global community. Parent Project’s 
mission, culture and advocacy speak 
to our hearts and this is why we joined 
hands with them to start Kindness Over 
Muscular Dystrophy. 
Inspiration for Kindness Over Muscular 
Dystrophy

The name Kindness Over Muscular 
Dystrophy is inspired by the kindness 
our friends; family and co-workers have 
shown to us. It is also inspired by the 
beautiful tradition of Christmas giving 
the Curran Family has. Over the past 20 
years the Curran family has taken turns 
choosing a Christmas charity to give 
to. Everyone comes with a blank check 
ready to make a donation. This year it 
just happened to be our turn to chose 
and the Curran’s were extremely generous 
breaking all giving records from previous 

years. 
The 8 children 

of Bernie and 
Peggy Curran 
along with their 
spouses, children, 
grandchildren and 
significant others, 
now numbering 
about 60 in total 
are all helping to 
raise awareness and 
money. Over the 
years there have 
been a wide variety 
of causes that the 

Curran Family has had the opportunity 
to participate in. Some examples include:
•	 SmileTrain- for cleft pallet and lip 

surgeries
•	 Make a Wish Foundation-for children 

with severe illness
•	 Bailey House-for AIDS patients
•	 Hospice Foundation-for end of life care
•	 Pinwheel Project-for hospital carts, 

games, families with children in 
hospital

•	 Miles of Hope-for breast cancer
•	 Misericordia Home-for mentally 

handicapped children and adults
•	 A variety of local organizations and 

families to help single moms, abused 
women, out of work families, and 
scholarships for underprivileged, or 
low income students.

Is there hope?
We firmly believe Conner’s diagnosis 

is not written in stone. Medical 
professionals and researchers are on the 
cusp of discovering a cure or a cocktail 
of treatments. In fact, Science magazine 
named CRISPR (a gene editing tool) the 
science breakthrough of the year! This 
has huge implications for the Duchenne 
Community. http://www.nytimes.
com/2016/01/01/science/gene-therapy-
muscular-dystrophy.html http://www.
theguardian.com/science/2015/dec/31/
breakthrough-offers-hope-to-those-with-
duchenne-muscular-dystrophy

This CRISPR tool that was effective in 
mice models, could one day change the 
lives of thousands of boys by correcting 
the genetic mutation that occurs in 
Duchenne. There is an immediate need 
for research donations. We are at a turning 
point in fighting this disease and right 
now every dollar makes a tremendous 
impact in advancing this research. A 
treatment or a cure is just barely out of 
our reach but with our friends, family and 
community behind us, we can achieve 
our goal of changing the course of this 
disease forever. www.parentprojectmd.
org/KOMD
Community Support

We both grew up in the Katonah/
Lewisboro area and our friends, family 
and co-workers have been unbelievably 
supportive. Chris works for the Town 
of Lewisboro in the maintenance 

department and Jessica works as a 
teacher in Carmel. We are so blessed and 
grateful to be surrounded by wonderfully 
compassionate people. Joel Smith, 
Peter Parsons and the entire Town of 
Lewisboro board have shown incredible 
understanding and concern. Jessica’s co-
workers at Matthew Patterson Elementary 
School are wonderful advocates. They 
have instituted a once a month Duchenne 
Awareness Day and show their support 
by wearing red End Duchenne t-shirts on 
that day. 
Thank you to friends and family

We are so thankful for the generosity 
our community has shown toward us. 
On the days that we did not think we 
could be strong, we had our family and 
friends to help us. Their kind words have 
wrapped around us and given us comfort 
on many days. We are extremely grateful 
and so appreciative of each and every one 
of them. We thank God everyday for this 
incredible support system of family and 
friends. We ask that they keep us in their 
prayers because miracles can happen. We 
believe that we were meant to be here 
right now not only for Conner, but for the 
entire Duchenne community.  We thank 
all of our friends and family for raising 
awareness and much needed funds to 
change the course of muscular dystrophy 
forever! This is the time – researchers are 
on the cusp of a cure! 
Thank you to Life’s a Dance
https://www.facebook.com/lifesadanse/

We are so fortunate that Margaret B. 
Moss’s of Life’s a Dance Facebook page 
saw our story and identified with our 
quest for a cure for Conner. She is an 
inspiration to thousands and we are so 
extremely grateful that she has decided 
to champion Conner’s Kindness Over 
Muscular Dystrophy cause.  
Future Events

Scott Vaccarro of Captain Lawrence 
Brewery who was a John Jay High 
School graduate and friend of ours has 
generously offered his venue in Elmsford 
on June 4 for a Kindness Over Muscular 
Dystrophy fundraising dinner. He will 
also be brewing a limited brew just for 
Kindness Over Muscular Dystrophy 
#KOMD and donating the profits from 
that brew to our cause. We are extremely 
fortunate to have Joe Bueti of Village 
Social in Mt. Kisco, New York and 
Locali Pizza Bar and Kitchen in New 
Canaan, Connecticut catering the event 
for us! Jimmy Mousouroulis has also 
generously offered to help us out with his 
excellent skill as a DJ. We want to thank 
all our friends for helping to make this 
event a success! We will have a cornhole 
tournament and a silent auction and 
would appreciate auction items from the 
community. Please contact Christopher at 
914-879-0504. 

Get your Tickets here http://www.
parentprojectmd.org/CaptainLawrence

Paterson Staff Brings Awareness to Fatal Genetic Disorder

PROVIDED PHOTO
Staff  at Carmel’s Mathew Paterson Middle School show support for a fellow 
teacher and colleague.
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Seven Star School of  Performing Arts held their 2016 Showcase at Brewster High School on January 16, which consisted of  10 hours worth of  dances and 
170 routines.
These routines included solos, duets, trios and group numbers.  Their team consists of  140 dancers ranging from kinder company (ages 5 and 6) to our 
senior dancers (ages 17 & 18). Dancers include students from Brewster, Carmel, Mahopac, North Salem, Pawling, New Fairfield, Danbury, Brookfield and 
Somers. This year the entire performance team will be traveling to four different regional competitions in Massachusetts and Connecticut. They will also be 
attending a national event with our collective and connection teams in New York City this summer. For more information programs offered at Seven Star 
School of  Performing Arts visit them at www.SevenStarSchool.com or call 845-278-0728.

JACLYN YARUSSO AND ALYSSA VACCO DANIELLO PHOTOS

Dancers Showcase Routines to 
Kick Off Competition Season

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin
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By Marsha Waldman
In the middle of winter, it can be 

difficult for students and their families to 
think about the SAT tests coming up this 
spring. Junior year is such a whirlwind 
of challenging classes, sports, clubs, jobs 
and social life that it can be easy to put 
off SAT test prep. However, this is the 
best time to begin studying if you want 
to be successful and get accepted to the 
college of your choice. With a good effort, 
students can significantly improve their 
scores. For example, students I tutored 
over the course of three or four months 
increased their SAT scores 25 percent 
above their scores on the PSATs.

Students who took the PSATs this fall 
or took the older version of the SATs 
should have received their test results by 

now. This information is invaluable. Many 
students will just look at their overall 
score and say “great” or “uh-oh.” But look 
more carefully and you can determine 
what you know well, what you need to 
study, and what strategies you should use 
when you take the SATs. For example, you 
might realize that you didn’t have time to 
read all the passages and one that was 
written in the 1800s really bogged you 
down. So, you might spend the next few 
months reading some fiction by Dickens 
and Twain and historical speeches drawn 
from American history. Then, when you 
take the SATs, you might decide to leave 
a similar passage for last and do your best 
with more familiar writing. A personal 
tutor can help you turn these initial scores 
into a personal study plan.

Most students can improve their scores 
by building skills and strategies. Almost 
all of the questions in the Writing Test 
have to do with grammar. It’s very likely 
that today’s high school students have 
had little instruction in grammar. But it 
follows a set of rules and they are not very 
difficult to learn. Even students who think 
of themselves as better at math or science 
than English can master the rules and 
improve their Writing scores. Although 
students do read in school, they don’t 
practice the kind of active, close reading 
of complex passages that is necessary 
for the Reading Test. In addition to the 
historic readings, students should read 
sophisticated publications such as the New 
York Times, Smithsonian, and Scientific 
American. And while they are reading, 

they should use an app such as Dictionary.
com to build vocabulary. While there are 
only a handful of vocabulary-in-context 
questions on the new SAT, most students 
have difficulty with the vocabulary in 
the passages and questions and need to 
strengthen their skills. In math, over half 
of the questions are algebra problems and 
many are basic math. Students who find 
math to be challenging can improve by 
brushing up basic skills such as fractions, 
percentages and order of operations. 
Technically, the Essay is optional, but 
every student should take it because so 
many schools require it. The assignment, 
to analyze how an author supports his 
claims in an editorial or speech, will 
always be the same. Only the passage will 
change. So students have the opportunity 
to learn to analyze similar pieces and 
write this particular type of essay.

What’s the best way to prepare? That 
depends on the student and the family’s 
resources. Very disciplined students 
who can work independently will find 

great resources on the College Board’s 
website. Alternately, there are expensive 
courses that provide students with a lot 
of test practice and some good strategies. 
While taking the test several times will 
make a student more comfortable with 
the process and more efficient with time, 
this can actually be done at home for 
free. Further, these group classes do not 
provide any individualized instruction. 
The best option is to work with a private 
tutor who will guide you in preparing for 
the test, teach you strategies best suited 
to you, and will help you build the skills 
that you personally need for success. If 
you need help in both areas, work with 
one tutor who specializes in English and 
another who specializes in math.

For more tips on preparing for the SAT, 
see my website MarshaWaldman.com. 
Good luck to you all!

Marsha Waldman is an English teacher, 
instructional technology specialist and SAT 
prep tutor. Her website is MarshaWaldman.
com.

High School Juniors – Start Preparing for the SATs Now

Crossword Answers

the previous senator Ball’s name, that’s up 
to them.”

DeBellis, in an interview, also reiterated 
that she is running McDonough’s 
campaign.

“People seem to think Greg Ball is 
going to be her campaign manager and I, 
Antoinette DeBellis, would never put my 
name down that I’m doing something and 
let someone else do it. I want the credit, I 
want to be there.”

McDonough kicked off her campaign 
last week, speaking to supporters at the 
Putnam County Golf Course amid rumors 
that several other Republicans, including 
three in Putnam, are interested in the seat. 
After forming an exploratory committee 
last year, the longtime Mahopac resident 
has been meeting many residents in the 
northern Westchester and Putnam area. 

McDonough has faced a harsh critic 
in Katz, who is leaving public life after 
this term expires. From the moment 
McDonough announced her interest in 
the seat, Katz has lambasted McDonough 
and vowed to make her quest for the 
Republican nomination difficult. He said 
McDonough has shown herself to be of 
“limited integrity.”

“I want someone who will represent us 
with honor and is not a puppet, stooge of 
Greg Ball, which she has certainly shown 
herself to be,” Katz said, who asserted that 
Ball is running her “entire campaign.”

“I can go on and on and I will be during 
the course of this election,” Katz said. 

Katz and Ball, both Republicans, have 
long been political enemies. Ball, at one 
point, threatened to sue Katz and called 

Katz a drug addict, in reference to Katz’s 
ticket for marijuana possession. 

But McDonough appears steadfast in 
keeping her campaign positive. She said 
similar to her Carmel town board races, 
this will be grassroots with boots on 
the ground and meeting as many voters 
as possible conveying her conservative 
message. After her husband died when 
she was 43, McDonough said, “life is too 
short for any negativity. If other people 
feel the need to attack, that’s on them. 
That’s not on me.”

McDonough doesn’t plan on 
responding to any attacks lobbied in her 
direction and if voters hear something 
negative about her, “don’t believe it, call 
me up and ask me. I’ll meet with you face 
to face and tell you the truth.”

State Assembly Candidate: Ball 
Not Running My Campaign 
continued from page 1

‘I want someone 
who will represent 
us with honor and 

is not a puppet, 
stooge of Greg 
Ball, which she 
has certainly 

shown herself to 
be.’ -Assemblyman 

Steve Katz
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We’re in the 
middle of that 
period of football 
wasteland. No 
home team to 
root for in the 
postseason and no 
built-in reason to 
quaff our favorite 
wine or beer as 
we veg out in our 

favorite reclining chair.
Super Bowl 50 is as anticipated for its 

off-the-field festivities as it is for its on-
field combat. The season has come down 
to a single game and the glory and esteem 
it will bestow on one team.

As I pondered this week’s column, I 
thought of the rivalry on the gridiron and 
began transposing it to the bars and living 
rooms across the country. Super Bowl 
Sunday brings together friends 
and family to indulge in the 
biggest junk food day of the year. 
Once a year we indulge guilt-free 
in those waist-widening, artery-
clogging foods and drinks we try 
to fastidiously avoid all year. 

So, what to consume on 
this traditional National Junk 
Food Day?

Here are several food facts 
for Super Bowl Sunday from the 
National Restaurant Association: 

--Forty-eight million Americans 

will order takeout food. 
What else will we be 
eating? 

--Sixty-nine percent will 
be noshing on salsa, chips 
and dips and 63 percent 
will be inhaling chicken 
wings. In fact, according 
to the National Chicken Council, 1.25 
billion chicken wings will be devoured. 
They calculate that is enough to put 
572 wings on every seat in all 32 NFL 
stadiums.

Here’s a Super Bowl challenge for the 
best food, wine and beer produced in the 
two rival football regions, North Carolina 
and Denver.

Food: As flamboyant, and talented, as 
Carolina quarterback Cam Newton has 
been this season, the cuisine of North 
Carolina seems a polar opposite. Its 
Southern-rooted dishes are comfort 
food at its best. Who can resist righteous 
pulled pork barbecue, topped with 

Texas Pete’s sauce, or mouth-
watering fried buttermilk 
chicken served in the finest 
restaurants in Charlotte or 
the Outer Banks? 

In Denver, local wild 
game is par excellence. 
I’ve enjoyed Bison 
sliders and Denver 

green pepper chili, followed by 
a roast of wild boar and elk. No Rocky 

Mountain Oysters for this 
columnist.

The winner? This 
decision is as close as I 
expect the game to be; my 
nod goes to Denver.

Wine: This is not an easy 
category. Neither state is 

particularly famous for its wines. Yet there 
are a number of gems that will satisfy the 
discriminating palate. 

The wine industry in Colorado is over 
100 years old; there are nearly 100 active 
wineries. Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon 
and Riesling dominate production. Top 
wineries include Balistreri and Zephyr, 
whose wines are predominantly sold in 
the local area. 

North Carolina, likewise, has an active, 
yet unheralded wine industry. Over 
100 wineries produce award-winning 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Chardonnay and 
Scuppernong (a local white). Seek out 
Raylen, McRitchie and Raffaldini wines.

The wines of each state are similar 
to the two teams. Each will seek to take 
advantage of the other’s weaknesses. 
Viewers can do likewise with a small-
production winery that sneaks up on your 
palate and packs an unexpected wallop.  
This category is even; the game outcome 
may be decided on the unexpected.

Beer: This is the most difficult category. 
Each city overflows with craft breweries 
– over 150 each, several with national 

reputations. Just as the craft beer industry 
is evolving, so too the two teams. Carolina 
is relying on a new wave of players with 
self-assured cockiness, just like the surge 
of up-and-coming brash breweries in 
Charlotte and Asheville. Denver has the 
benefit of an established beer base, while 
providing fertile ground for building a 
strong foundation for future success.

Here’s a lineup of the most popular 
beers: Denver: New Belgium, Great 
Divide and Left Hand, North Carolina: 
Omega Point, The Event Horizon and 
Pernicious IPA.

The winner? It’s like the quarterbacks: 
Payton Manning has a long-term 
reputation for excellence, backed by a 
Super Bowl ring, versus Cam Newton, 
representing the next generation, 
redefining excellence and popularity, 
making his big game debut. I have to go 
with bold and brash.

Whatever your plans are for the Big 
Day, relax with your favorite junk food, 
your beverage of choice and enjoy the 
game.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

Super Bowl 50 Culinary Matchups of the Rival Teams

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

It never occurred to me as a 
16-year-old that I was making 
a strong statement. Given the 
first opportunity to decorate 
my own room, I chose a really 
bright red for the walls.

My mother waited until I 
was in my thirties to finally 
tell me that she always knew 
I was “different,” so she would 
make allowances for me, no 
matter what I wanted to do. 
Also, it gave her a good story to 
tell for many years about how, 
when that house was put up for 
sale, prospective buyers in that 
conservative little southern 
town would enter the room 
and say, “Wow!” 

But let’s face it, red elicits a dramatic 
response, no matter where or how it 
is used, from lipstick to a power tie. 
Remember the dress Scarlett O’Hara wore 
in “Gone with the Wind” after the scandal 
broke of her indiscretion with Ashley 
Wilkes? Or the color of the flocked walls 
in Belle Watling’s bordello? Always red, 
right? Even the names of various shades of 
red evoke drama, some even bordering on 
immoral:  Scarlet, Lust, Flame, Crimson, 
Wine, Oxblood.

Because red is so bold and captivating, 
it must be considered carefully and 
sometimes it is not always the best choice 

for a room. I once owned a 
contemporary home in Putnam 
County with an open floorplan 
that flowed beautifully. The 
walls of the entry, living room, 
dining room and kitchen were 
originally painted an off-white 
with a pinkish cast to it. When 
I sold that property, the new 
owners decided to add dramatic 
color to the living room, which 
they painted a Tuscan gold, and 
the dining room a bright red.  

When I visited them, I found 
that visually the space seemed 
to have been reduced to half its 
size because both those colors 
can tend to draw a room in. 
But because the eye is drawn to 

red, painting the wall at the end of a long 
hallway in red can be a good idea.

Benjamin Moore tells us that its 
Facebook fans pick bedrooms and 
bathrooms as their favorite rooms to 
paint red. That surprised me. I would 
have expected to find dining rooms and 
kitchens on the list since the color is said to 
both grab one’s focus (think stop signs and 
fire engines) and stimulate the appetite. 

Research conducted at the University of 
Rochester by psychologists Andrew Elliot 
and Daniela Niesta concluded that the 
color red makes men feel more amorous 
toward women. Is it any wonder that the 

color has been adopted through the ages 
for Valentine’s Day and lustfully for red-
light districts?  

When it came time to redo the saltbox 
wing in my historic home, the flooring 
that had replaced the originally wide 
planked flooring probably sometime in 
the late 19th century was very lackluster. 
Rather than refinish it, I decided to paint 
it a glossy bright barnyard red and it 
transformed the room dynamically.

If you’re more conservative and not 
ready to commit wholly to red, it can be 
used effectively as an accent, pulling it in 
through draperies or furniture. Because 
red is so visually arresting, even one small 
red piece can transform a room. It can 
be used in playful ways, such as on stair 
risers, the interior of a bookcase or china 
cabinet or the legs of a table.  

It’s not just the primary color but there 
are literally hundreds of reds, from high-
octane orange tinted tones to subtler old-
fashioned purplish shades like burgundy, 
maroon and brick that can evoke more 
traditional environments.  

I once had a small, nondescript 
mudroom that came with green patterned 
wallpaper when I bought the house, 
but was transformed when I stripped 
the paper and painted the walls with a 
bright brick red paint. In my basic black 
and white kitchen, the perfect touch was 
added when I painted the kitchen counter 

stools Chinese red.
In several instances, I have taken red 

outdoors. For many years, I’ve been 
recommending that every front door 
should be painted red for its feng shui 
attributes and have gone so far as to 
recommend a particular shade: Benjamin 
Moore Burgundy. And, on my back patio, 
one cast iron side table provides a nice 
focus to all the other pieces by standing 
out in red.

There is a local story I love to tell that’s 
connected to the reason that barns across 
America are painted red. I recently was 
involved in the sale of what I call the 
Crayola Building in Peekskill. It was there 
in the latter 19th century that Binney 
& Smith, the company that first made 
Crayola crayons, mixed the iron oxide 
pigments for the red paint that proved to 
be a good preservative.

It makes you want to find out why 
people go out and paint the town red, 
rather than some other color.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

The Allure of Red However or Wherever Used
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Ongoing 
Shed your winter blues, get re-

energized and ready for spring at 
Mahopac Library.  Pick up a museum 
pass, join a book group, attend a drop-
in adult coloring session, and more. 
Registration is requested for all of the 
Library’s wellness events; no Library 
card required.  For fee-based programs, 
register at the Library’s Information Desk. 
Additional information can be obtained 
by calling 845-628-2009, ext 100
Monday’s

Knitting instructor, Pascale Zeynali, 
returns to the Brewster Public Library to 
teach a second session of knitting classes 
for children.  This four week program is 
for beginners, as well as those who want 
to improve on the skills they have already 
learned.  The classes will be held from 5 
p.m.-6 p.m. on Mondays, February 8, 22, 
29 and March 7.  Supplies will be provided 
for all newcomers; students who attended 
the previous class are asked to bring their 
supplies with them.  For ages 7 and up.  
Space is limited.  Registration is required.  
For additional information visit   http://
tinyurl.com/h9lnbjh or call the library at 
845-279-6421.  
Tuesday’s 

Art Class – Exploring Composition 
and Color Through Drawing and 
Watercolor Basics at Reed Library, 
Through February 9, 10 a.m. to noon.  
Participants will be guided through a 
five-week session of basic drawing and 
watercolor painting lessons in which the 
focus will be on composition and color.  
Registration is required, 845-225-2439

The Great Courses: How to Draw:  
Patterson Library, 1167 Rte. 311 Patterson. 
Until February 18 at 1 p.m.  Video course 
presented by world-renown professor 
David Brody. You’ll study the core 
principles of drawing including: line, 
proportion, composition, value, light and 
shadow, texture, color, and figure drawing 
plus so much more. Bring your sketch pad 
& pencils and get ready to draw! See our 
calendar for recommended materials. To 
register or for more information, visit us 
online at www.pattersonlibrary.org and 
click on calendar or call 845-878-6121 
x10. Free program.

Winter Story Times:  The Kent Public 
Library will have several classes to choose 
from, including Tiny Tots, for ages 3 
months to 12 months, Toddler Story time 
for ages 13 months- 23 months, Story Time 
for Two, for 2 year-olds, and Preschool 
Story time for  3-5 year olds.  Call the 
Library for additional information, dates 
and times. Registration is required for 
all story times. You may register for the 
program by going to www.kentlibrary.
org or calling the Kent Public Library at 
845-225-8585.  The library is located at 17 
Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes
Wednesday’s 

Chair Yoga at Reed Library: 12:30 

p.m. through February 24.  Certified 
yoga instructor Robin Starr Cohen will 
guide you in breathing, mindfulness, 
flexibility and balance during a delightful 
hour of chair yoga.  Everyone is welcome.  
Registration is required, 845-225-2439.
Thursday’s 

Art Appreciation Class at Reed Library:  
10 a.m. to noon. through February 11.  
Participants will examine a selection of 
works of art and will try hands-on drawing 
exercises that demonstration the creation 
of the artwork and the artists’ styles.  The 
last class will b e a guided tour of the Loeb 
Art Center at Vassar College.  Class size is 
limited and registration is required.  Please 
call the library to register, 845-225-2439.
Friday’s 

Lego Club Friday, February 12, March 
4, and April 8 from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Kids ages 5 and up, come build Lego 
sculptures with friends! We will have a 
theme each week to challenge your Lego-
building skills or you can choose your own 
theme. We will then display your creation 
in the library for all to see! Registration 
required. For more information or to 
register contact the Patterson Library 
at 845-878-6121 x10 or go to www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click Calendar.
Saturday’s 

CoderDojo: Mahopac & Carmel will 
meet every Saturday during the Months of 
January, February, and March from 1 p.m.- 
4 p.m. Topics include Web Design with 
HTML, CSS, & JavaScript, Scratch Visual 
Programming, Python, and Minecraft 
Mod development.  We are located at 
692 Route 6, please see our web site. Free 
Programming Club for Kids Ages 7 - 17 
(http://coderdojomac.org) or call us @ 
845-521-6877. Advanced registration is 
required for events. via email @ info@
coderdojomac.org.
Tuesday, February 2

The Reads at Reed Book Club:  7 p.m. 
to discuss the book “City of the Sun” by 
Julianna Maio.  The meeting will be held 
at Reed Memorial Library, 1733 Route 6, 
Carmel.  Contact 845-225-2439 with any 
questions.
Wednesday, February 3 

Volunteer Groups Wanted: 
Representatives from Putnam County’s 
Volunteer Organizations,  who graciously 
give their Time, Talent and Fund raise for 
others in our Community  are invited to 
recruit for new members and be publicly 
recognized by your peers and Government 
Officials at Gilead Presbyterian Church’s 
First Annual Volunteer Fair. This exciting 
interactive free event is open to all who 
make Putnam County a great place to 
live and will be held on Saturday May 14 
from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. @ 9 Church Street 
in Carmel. Email Mariah at GAELCAT@
COMAST.NET to represent your 
organization.

Putnam County Office for Senior 
Resources Computer Learning Center 

for Seniors will hold registration at both 
the William Koehler Senior Center, 180 
Route 6 in Mahopac & Putnam Valley 
Senior Center, 117 Town Park Lane, 
Putnam Valley.  Registration hours at 
both sites will be from 9:30 p.m. – 11 
a.m. Anyone 55 or older can register for 
a variety of computer classes from basic 
to advanced, to using an iPad, to Digital 
Photography.  To view the available classes 
visit us at www.putnamrsvp.com/clc.
Friday, February 5

Mini-Yoga Sessions: Gentle Yoga with 
Meredith Laubin Friday, February 5 & 
12, 12-1:30 p.m. $10/person for two-
week session. This class is geared towards 
those who feel that they need adaptive 
poses based on simple movements that 
can be done with or without the aid of 
a chair, depending on the individual’s 
ability and their past or current injuries 
or conditions. Visit www.mahopaclibrary.
org, or call 845-628-2009, ext 100, for more 
information or to register for programs 
that do not require a fee.  You can also 
pick up a Month of Wellness brochure at 
the Library’s Information Desk.

Survey of Regional Artists:  Free 
to the public.  noon – 5 p.m, Friday – 
Sunday.  Reception: February 5, 6 p.m.-9 
p.m. Gallery 66 NY, 66 Main Street, Cold 
Spring.  845-809-5838.  Website: www.
gallery66ny.com

Trivia Bingo:  Patterson Library, 1167 
Rte. 311 Patterson.  7 p.m. Come in from 
the cold and warm up with a lively night 
of trivia bingo! Come solo or bring a 
group of friends and play to win great 
prizes. Hudson Valley Trivia will host & 
bring Trivia Night to another level. Ages 
18+ only. Registration Required. Space is 
limited. Kids 7+ play in the main library 
while parents play. Kids 3+ can stay with 
staff for stories and crafts. Kids must 
be registered. To register or for more 
information, visit us online at www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click on calendar 
or call 845-878-6121 x10. Free program.
Saturday, February 6

Make Your Own Salve with Tina 
Triburgo.  10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. $5 
material fee.  Join Tina as she shares her 
knowledge of plant medicine and shows 
you how to make a skin-healing salve. 
Everyone will leave with a sample as well 
as a recipe so that you can make your own 
at home! Visit www.mahopaclibrary.org, 
or call 845-628-2009, ext 100, for more 
information or to register for programs 
that do not require a fee.  You can also 
pick up a Month of Wellness brochure at 
the Library’s Information Desk.

3nd Annual Philipstown Winter 
Carnival:  Expanded Hours – and 
Expanded Fun.  Philipstown Winter 
Carnival planners are extending the 
festivities to allow attendees more time to 
enjoy both carnival sites, Winter Hill (20 
Nazareth Way) and Philipstown Recreation 
Center (107 Glenclyffe Drive), both in 

Garrison. Winter Hill at 1 p.m. where 
planned family-friendly activities include 
sledding, ice sculpture demonstration, 
indoor children’s entertainment and more. 
The lights will go on at the Philipstown 
Recreation Center at 4 p.m. for nighttime 
skating, children’s arts and crafts, indoor 
family movie, hosted by the Cold Spring 
Film Society, and other surprises.  Please 
visit philipstownwintercarnival.com for 
more information.

Take-A-Hike! series to give people 
the opportunity to experience the 
beauty, history and ecology of the 
Hudson Highlands.  Those wishing more 
information may contact the Hudson 
Highlands Land Trust at 845-424-3358 or 
visit www.hhlt.org.

Genealogy Basics & Beyond at 
Mahopac Library: Are you ready to 
explore your family history but you’re not 
sure how to begin?  Join us at Mahopac 
Public Library for a special program, 
led by Suzanne Garbarini, entitled 
“Genealogy Basics & Beyond”.  Using 
real-life examples, this presentation will 
illustrate techniques and methods used 
for tracing family members. The program 
will be held on Saturday, February 6, from 
2 p.m.-4 p.m.; registration is requested.  
Register online at www.mahopaclibrary.
org, or call 845-628-2009, ext 100.

The Brewster Public Library will be 
offering an Introduction to Babysitting 
class:  10 a.m-2: p.m. Students will learn 
communication skills, ages and stages of 
young children, safety and first aid tips, and 
more.  A simple test will be administered 
at the completion of the course and 
certificates will be distributed.  The class 
instructor holds a degree in Special Ed, 
Early Education and Child Psychology. 
For ages 10 and up.  Students should 
bring a lunch with them.  Registration 
is required.  For additional information 
visit   http://tinyurl.com/hyf6lj6 or call the 
library at 845-279-6421.  

Take Your Child to the Library Day:  
Brewster Public Library.  Special story 
time at 11 a.m. and fun crafts for children 
until 1 p.m.  Come and see what your 
library has to offer!  For more information 
visit http://tinyurl.com/hnmxtag or call 
the library at 845-279-6421. 
Sunday, February 7 

Drumming Circle with Kevin 
Makarewicz:  2 p.m. Community Drum 
Circles are enlivening and fun. Learn basic 
technique, rhythm, and improvisation. 
Enjoy group-building games and making 
joyous music together. Bring your drum 
or other hand percussion - instruments 
will also be available. Visit www.
mahopaclibrary.org, or call 845-628-2009, 
ext 100, for more information or to register 
for programs that do not require a fee.  
You can also pick up a Month of Wellness 
brochure at the Library’s Information 
Desk.

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 020216

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail  
classifieds@

theexaminernews.com

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

CAREER TRAINING
CAREER TRACTOR TRAILER TRAIN-
ING with A.C.C.S.C. Nationally Accred-
ited N.T.T.S., P.T.D.I. Certified Courses, 
Daily/Weekends/Housing with financial 
aid, grants, Post 9/11 GI BillÆ if qualified.
NTTS Liverpool or Buffalo (Branch), NY 
1-800-243-9300 ntts.edu

HELP WANTED
PART-TIME LIBRARY CLERK, KENT 
PUBLIC LIBRARY  10 to 17 hours a 
week, including Tuesday evenings and 
some Saturdays.    Must have at least a 
high school degree, be experienced  with 
computers, courteous, service oriented 
and able to work with the public at a busy 
library circulation desk.  Previous library 
experience preferred. Please send resume 
to cdonick@kentlibrary.org, and men-
tion the word “clerk” in the subject line.

THE PLEASANTVILLE RECREATION 
DEPARTMENT is looking for After 
School teachers for our kindergarten - 4th 
grades after school program.  We are look-
ing for fun, engaging, creative programs 
that students will enjoy.  Programs are 8 
weeks for 1 hour each week.  Please con-
tact Mike Newman Recreation Supervi-
sor at mnewman@pleasantville-ny.gov 
with class ideas and a resume. 

NEW YEAR, NEW AIRLINE CAREERS  
Get trained as FAA certified Aviation 
Technician. Financial aid for qualified 
students. Job placement assistance. Over-
night classes available. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Op-
erator Career! We Offer Training and 
Certifications Running Bulldozers, Back-
hoes and Excavators. Lifetime Job Place-
ment. VA Benefits Eligible! 1-866-362-
6497

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here!Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LAND FOR SALE
REPOSSESSED LAND BARGAINS! 
Cooperstown Lakes Region & Catskill 
Mountains! 5 acres- $19,900 11 acres- 
$39,900 Streams, lake access, mountain 
views! Clear title, fully guaranteed trans-
action! Owner financing! Call 888-905-
8847. NewYorkLandandLakes.com

Solid Investments ALBANY CO., 60 
Acres, $87,000. RT. 20 SCHOHARIE CO., 
95.7 acres, $140,000. RT. 30 FULTON 
CO., 33.4 acres, $85,000. Owner Financ-
ing www.helderbergrealty.com (518)861-
6541

LEGALS
LEGAL NOTICE OF FORMATION 
OF PARANDA MEDIA, LLC, ARTS 
OF ORG. filed with Sect’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 4/11/2006. Office in Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served, SSNY shall mail 
process to: 80 Vaughn Ave, New Ro-

chelle, NY 10801. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

Notice of Formation of HSN Prop-
erty, LLC Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY 
on 11/27/15. Offc. Loc: Westchester Cty. 
SSNY design. As agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to the LLC, 2 
Overhill Road Suite 260, Scarsdale, NY 
10583. Purpose: any lawful business ac-
tivity. 

Notice of Formation of Invariably Digi-
tal, LLC Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY on 
9/9/2015. Office Location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: In-
variably Digital LLC, 143 Park Dr, East-
chester, NY 10709 Purpose: any lawful 
purpose

Notice of Formation of Jenny Dobell 
Gardenscaping, LLC Art. Of Org. filed 
with SSNY on 12/17/15. Offc. Loc: West-
chester Cty. SSNY desig. as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to the 
LLC, 10 Central Ave. Rye, NY, 10580. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of Sabina Global 
Communities, LLC. Sabinagc.com filed 
with Department of State of New York 
on 8/28/15. Office location: Westches-
ter County. United States Corporation 
Agents, Inc. Suite 202; 7014 13th Avenue 
Brooklyn NY 11228 designated as agent of
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to United States 
Corporation Agents, Inc. Suite 202; 
7014 13th Avenue Brooklyn NY 11228.  
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683 

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation.

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49
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Carmel, 
We 
Have 
Lift Off!

Rams Nips 
Mahopac,37-36, 

Controversy 
Abounds

Carmel’s KC Correa gives Mahopac’s Enzo Angelino a lift in their 182-pound bout last Thursday when Correa’s pin helped the Rams nip Mahopac, 37-36, thanks to a highly controversial unsportsmanlike call 
against Mahopac for a wrestler being too close to the action on the mats. The call, which resulted in a one-point deduction, turned out to be the difference in Carmel’s win over rival Mahopac, thus adding an 
absolutely wild chapter to the history of  Putnam’s greatest rivalry... see Wrestling Notebook
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

For the second time this season, they 
needed an extra session to determine the 
victor of League I-D’s toughest outs: And 
Brewster vs. Somers last Wednesday was 
every bit as epic as it was back on January 
7th. Only this time host Somers found the 
outcome more to its liking, posting 43-39 
overtime win over the Bears.

Tusker G Gabby Rosenzsweig, an All-
Section-choice-in-waiting, delivered the 
good, scoring a game-high 27 points, 
despite fouling out late in the fourth 
quarter. Brewster’s dynamic duo of Dayja 
Medina (22 points, 4 steals) and Frannie 
Merkel (10 points, 17 rebounds) did all 
they could do but came up short when the 
Tuskers held the Bears (14-4) to just one 
point in OT.

Somers Coach Kristi Dini thought the 
state-ranked (No.18) Tuskers did a superb 
job defensively for much of the game, but 
was super impressed with how the Tuskers 
(15-2) buckled down in OT.

“The series with Brewster was great 
and just really exciting basketball; both 
teams played hard and it was a battle 
start to finish.,” Dini said. “Those are the 
games you love and the games that make 
you tougher. Both games we played with 
phenomenal defense.”

Dini had to find a way to erase Somers’ 
horrific start, which led Brewster racing 
out to a 19-6 lead; the six points not sitting 
well with the coach.

“That should never happen on a varsity 
level and we got good looks but they 

weren’t falling,” Dini said. “Even in the 
second half everything was inside and 
attacking the rim, we finished the game 
with one three and minimal perimeter 
scoring. We also settled for way too much 
on the perimeter. We like to score in the 
paint, but we also have shooters so we 
know when the shots aren’t falling we 

have to adjust and get to the rim 
more, which we did down 17 in 
the third and ended up tying the 
game.”

Up two in overtime with 2.4 
seconds left, Medina hit a nearly 
impossible shot to tie and force 
OT.

“She made a big play and finish,” 
Dini said. “We’re known for our 
man (defense) and we put a lot of 
time into our defensive system. 
Our goal is keep the team were 
playing under 10 points each 
quarter and we did that. The 
defense was phenomenal.”

Merkel, one of the toughest 
players in Section 1, put her body 
on the line and got after every 
loose ball and rebound; this on 
the heels of being named Con Ed 
award winner for academic and 
athletic excellence.

“We held her to eight points the 
first game and 10 tonight, which 
is around what we wanted but her 
presence on the court, defense, 

and her rebounding is huge 
for them,” Dini said. “Dayja 
had a huge night offensively, 
but I thought we made it 
difficult for her. We defended 
her deep because of her range 
and her shots were contested, 
but she’s such a great shooter 
and got it done for her team.”

Somers held Medina to 
only six points in the second 
half and gave one of its best 
defensive efforts this season. 
Somers got two huge stops 
down a point to get the ball 
back with seven seconds left 
and Jackie Penzo makes a 
huge play out of the timeout 
to hit one of two free throws 
in overtime. 

“The defense for the last 
two minutes of the fourth 
and the overtime was the best 
defense I’ve seen all year from 
this team,” Dini said.

Brewster Coach Mike 
Castaldo, though less than 
pleased with the outcome, 
admitted the Tuskers are 
going to be a tough team 
to contend with in the post 
season.

“These two games against Somers have 
been great games with two teams who 
really go after it,” Castaldo sad. “Somers 
is a blue-collar team that does all the little 
things right and they have a great coach 
who gets everything out of her kids. Their 
defense is always solid and Gabby is an 
unbelievable player. I think we match up 
well against each other and that’s why the 
games have been so tight. Frannie and 
Dayja have done an amazing job for us 
on both ends of the floor. With Frannie’s 
inside presence and Dayjas ability to hit 
NBA 3’s, we’re a tough draw for anyone. It 
would be great if these two public schools 
could make it to the County Center, both 
teams have had a great season.”

Since he brought it up: Unfortunately, 
one, or both, may not get the opportunity, 
as Section 1, in its infinite wisdom, has 
inexplicably moved former Class AA 
powerhouse Ursuline – a Catholic school 
– down to Class A this season after 
nearly a decade in Class AA (due to prior 
dominance in Class A). Albertus Magnus, 
another perennial Catholic powerhouse, 
will also compete in the NYSPHSAA 
Section 1 Class A public school 
tournament this year. Both reigning 
Section 1 champion Magnus (No.4 in 
NYS) and Ursuline (No.3), who should 
be competing in the CHSAA playoffs, are 
expected to make a strong run in the public 
school tournament; meaning Somers or 

Brewster, or even state-ranked (No.5) 
Peekskill and/or No.8 Rye could be out 
of the mix because neither Section 1, nor 
the powers that be in at the NYSPHSAA, 
have the gumption to take a stand against 
Catholic schools competing in the public 
school tournament #Travesty!

Maybe the poop finally hits the fan this 
year because at least two publics could be 
sent packing early on account of losses to 
Catholics…

OSSINING continued to paste League 
I-B foes to the point where Section 1 
needs to consider some sort of power 
league if the reigning three-time NYS 
champion Pride are not going to be tested. 
Ossining’s 100-36 triumph of HEN HUD 
last Wednesday was the third time in the 
last four league games in which the Pride 
(16-2) have scored more than 100 points. 
Additionally, they are beating all league 
opponents by an average of 40 points 
through the first seven games, and that’s 
without putting the pedal to the medal in 
each. 

Against Hen Hud, freshman G Jaida 
Strippoli dropped a career-high 25 points 
(including 4 3s) in little more than a 
half of action while dishing eight assists. 
She added three steals and saw All-NYS 
teammate Shadeen Samuels chip in with 
22 points and eight rebounds. Freshman 
Aubrey Griffin knocked down15 points 
and snagged eight boards while Alexis 
Bernardo went for 10 for the Pride. Kelsey 
Quain added nine points on three 3s.

PANAS (11-6) showed great grit but 
PEEKSKILL (14-4) proved too much 
in a 78-56 Red Devil win. All-NYS G 
Lanay Rodney went for a game-high 24 
points for the surging Red Devils, who 
will visit Ossining today in a rematch 
of their 104-90 loss to the Pride; a game 
in which Peekskill proved it could play 
with any team in the NYSPHSAA field. 
Red Devil Nyrie Holliman had 15 points 
while Danielle Merante led Panas with 
21 points and 10 boards, as she continues 
what looks like a potential All-League 
season. Panas also beat North Salem, 53-
29 when Merante hit for 14 points and 
nine rebounds in limited action. 

LAKELAND (5-12) defeated Class C 
HALDANE (9-8), 68-43. Alexa Cole led 
the Hornets with 20 points while Colleen 
Walsh added 15. Hannah Monteleone (13 
points) and Missy Lisikatos (12 points) 
led Haldane.

PUTNAM VALLEY improved to 
11-6 and has a shot to host its first home 
playoff game in nearly a decade. Junior 
varsity call-up Kelly Venezia, and 8th-
grader, is expected to provide some depth 
and spark off the bench to a veteran unit 
that is poised to win a playoff game as a 
potential 7-seed.

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS

Somers F Megan McHugh defends Brewster’s Dayja Medina in 
Tuskers’ overtime win.

Somers vs. Brewster Has Produced High-Level Hoops
But Making Class A Final 4 is Arduous Task as Catholic Powers Flood Field

Somers F Megan McHugh attempts to hunt down Brewster’s 
Katie DePaoli in Tuskers’ OT win over Bears.
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Hockey NotebookSports

LaSpina Brothers Leads Somers/NS Past Mahopac, 4-3
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

Somers/North Salem trailed 3-2 
heading into the final period of its 
League I-A clash with then-league front-
running Mahopac, but the Sabers’ power 
play kicked in the final stanza when All-
Section-in-waiting senior forward R.J. 

LaSpina returned from injury and struck 
twice, securing a 4-3 triumph for the 
Sabers.

LaSpina season flashed before his eyes 
when he was shoved headfirst into the 
boards with 9:10 left in the third period 
of last Wednesday’s epic stare-down with 
neighboring Mahopac. With the Sabers’ 
league-title hopes on the line, the fiery 
captain returned with twine-tickling 
perception. He struck for back-to-back 
power-play goals in a shade over two 
minutes, lifting the Sabers (10-4-2 overall, 
8-2-2 in league) over the Indians (9-7, 
9-3).

Special teams were the order of the day 
with a total of 20 penalties called, leaving 
both power-play and kill-units spent. 
Mahopac was called for 11 penalties, 
including two game misconducts. With 
20 minutes of penalties call on them 
in the third period alone, the Indians 
put themselves in dire straits, allowing 
Somers/North Salem to forge the epic 
comeback.

With extra space to do his thing, LaSpina 
cashed in, dumping home the game-tying 
goal with 7:45 left. He notched the game-
winner at 5:42, slapping a one-timer from 
his younger brother, Brandon LaSpina, 
past the glove on Mahopac G Peter Siolas 
(28 saves). The likeable LaSpina brothers 
departed the game having combined 
for 56 points: RJ with 31 (15 G, 16 A), 
Brandon 25 (15G, 10 A). Sabers G Tim 
Henning (31 saves) was tested often but 
stood tall between the pipes.

Mahopac built its lead on the strength 
of goals by John Dignam (from Joe 

Mastrocola and Brian 
O’Shea), Owen Nolan 
(from Chris Bednar 
and Jon Mastrocola) 
and Bednar (from Jon 
Mastrocola).

The Sabers tied 
the game at 1-all on 
a first-period snipe 
by Brandon LaSpina 
(from RJ LaSpina 
and Henning). Saber 
F Will Wiegelman 
(from RJ LaSpina 
and Michael Dutt) 
trimmed a two-goal 
deficit to one just 
before the end of 
the second. Brandon 
LaSpina (3G, 1A) 
added a hat trick in 
Sunday’s 5-2 win over 

Mount Pleasant.
Mahopac bounced back the next 

night in a 10-2 rout of Greeley when 
Gianfranco Pulice had a career-high five 
goals. Andrew Varrone had the game-
winning goal with 14:05 left in regulation 
in Sunday’s 5-3 win over the Quakers to 
complete the sweep.

BREWSTER, despite having gone 
15 game in a row without loss prior to 
Saturday, did not fare as well in its quest 
for a league title when the Bears (14-2-1, 
11-2) had their streak snapped in a 2-1 
loss to John Jay CR. Aaron Treiling (from 
Connor Henderson and Kyle Dineen) 
scored the Bears’ lone goal in the setback, 

the first for Brewster since an opening-
day loss to John Jay (12-3-2, 9-1-2), which 
now sits atop the League I-B standings. 
The youthful Indians appear poised to 
make some noise in the D-II playoffs; if 
not this season then certainly over the 
course of the next two years when they 
enter 2016-17 as the team to beat among 
the Brewster Ice Arena clubs. 

“John Jay's defense was solid, and 
we didn't get enough quality shots that 
could've went in,” Bears F Colin Dineen 
admitted. “It was a bit of an off night. We 
were all expecting to come out with the 
win.”

Bears G Stephen Fischer (19 saves) 
entered the night with a paltry 1.625 
GAA and a whopping 380 saves as he’s 
played every single minute of the season 
between the pipes. The Bears may need 
some help to win the league title now, 
but it’s still been a stupendous season, 
one in which they hope to win at least 
two playoff games and sneak into a jam-

packed Final 4. Kyle Dineen (30 points), 
Treiling (20 points, 16 G) and Conor 
Dineen (19 points) have supplied ample 
scoring opportunities for the Bears to 
make a run but D-II is stacked to the gills 
with great teams this season.

Treiling popped three goals Brewster 
7-1 win over Hen Hud earlier in the 
week. Antonio Barone, Kevin Moroney 
and Colin Dineen each had a goal and 
assist while Fischer posted 32 saves.

YORKTOWN (9-9-1) crushed winless 
Lakeland/Panas 8-2 on a night when 
sniper Liam Donnelly bagged a hat trick 
and notched his 100th assist #Playmaker. 

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Somers G Tim Henning tries to look past Sabers D Jonathan Henning and Mahopac’s Joe Mastrocola in 
4-3 Sabers win.

Somers’ RJ LaSpina greets Mahopac’s Matt Stefunek in Sabers’ 4-3 win over Indians at BIA last 
Wednesday.

Mahopac’s Jon Mastrocola (L), Chris Bednar and 
Andrew Varrone (R) share a short-lived celly 
during a 4-3 loss to Somers-North Salem last 
Wednesday at BIA.

Somers F RJ LaSpina cruises the ice in a 4-3 win over Mahopac, in which 
he scored the tying and winning goals.



Boys Hoops NotebookSports

Kennedy Catholic Fights Adversity, Remains atop League
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

Admittedly, those of who cover Section 
1 sports for a living don’t get out to 
see defending CHSAA City champion 
KENNEDY CATHOLIC as much as we 
should. But our ignorance of this story 
of resilience can only go on for so long 
before it slaps one like a mule kick to the 
chops and wakes you straight up.

Kennedy improved to 17-2 overall and 
11-0 in league play last week. Ranked No.5 
in the New York State Class A rankings, 
the surging Gael’s saw Jordan Wright drop 
15 points while teammates Kevin Buron 
and Malachi de Sousa each contributed 
11 and guard Alex Benson scored an 
important 10 points down the stretch to 
hold off a stingy St. Edmond’s squad in 
overtime, 67-62.

Kennedy Catholic returned home 
Sunday to host Scanlon in a battle of the 
undefeated league powers among CHSAA 

Class A clubs, and after an 86-82 triumph 
of Scanlon the Gaels proved what Coach 
Al Morales has known all along; that 
Kennedy, despite a ton of hardship, is still 
a major player in the league and a strong 
bidder for yet another CHSAA city title.

Against Scanlon, de Sousa led the 
way with 28 points, 11 rebounds and a 
pair of blocks; adding to what has been 
a tremendous season for the budding 
junior from Beacon. Alex Benson scored 
19, Henry O’ Reilly added 14 points while 
Kevin Buron hit for a double-double (12 
points, 10 rebounds) and Jordan Wright 
did some heavy orchestrating with 11 
points and seven assists.

“How do you not fall in love with a 
bunch of young ballers from different 
areas who show up in a little town and 
just play,” Kennedy boss Morales asked 
Twitterverse last Sunday night?

It hasn’t been an easy road to success 
for the dogged Gaels, who lost their best 
player (Elijah Hughes) to prep school 
and another starter (Dom Cristiano) to 
another prep school. Mentally, the Gaels 
were prepared for those devastating 
blows, but then, after just six games in to 
the season, Kennedy lost starting shooting 

guard, AJ Morales, a sensational soph who 
was leading the league in 3’s at the time 
while averaging 11.0 PPG, to a torn MCL. 

“And yet these boys have continued to 
work very hard and still win after another 
setback,” Morales said of his son’s loss. 

A major reason is the fact that the unit 
have been playing together for a number 
of years at the Brewster Sports Center 
under the Lightning and Playmaker 
Academy. 

The 6’6” de Sousa, who is the league’s 
second leading scorer with 19.0 PPG has 
stepped up and is suddenly getting looks 
from Iona, St. Joe’s, Hofstra, Monmouth 
and Fairfield. One of them is going to 

get a diamond in the rough should they 
continue their pursuit.

Buron, 6’8” senior, is averaging 13 PPG 
and Wright, the floor leader, is averaging 
8.0 PPG.

 “We have a very good chance to repeat 
but teams such as Msgr. Scanlon, Msgr. 
Farrell, Xavier and one or two others who 
are well coached and have some talented 
players are standing in our way,” Morales 
said. “It’s a very tough league with a great 
deal of talent so every day is a battle. Our 
short term goal is to win our league and 
allow our defense to be our best offense. 
Nobody thought we would be good 
without the play of ECU commit Elijah 
Hughes. We lost a great deal with him 
but we still have a good group of talented 
players that bring it six days a week.”
HOOPS for HEROES A ROUSING SUCCESS

Two of the six local teams competing in 
the 2nd annual Hoops for Heroes event 
at Croton High came away victorious, 
including Mahopac and state-ranked 
(No.12) Putnam Valley, but the results 
were not so fruitful for Carmel, Somers, 
Haldane and host Croton. But this event 
wasn’t so much about wins and losses as 
it was honoring the veterans of the region, 
including many of those warriors who 
were wounded in action.

The cause is near and dear to Croton 
Coach Bill Thom, the NYS Hall of Fame 
coach who takes this event as serious as 
he has anything during his superb 33-year 
career at Croton. Thom said he had an 
endless list of folks to thank, people who 
donated time and money, people he won’t 
soon forget for their tireless efforts.

Mahopac defeated Suffern, 53-48, while 
Putnam Valley held off a resilient Croton 
team, 60-48, behind 19 points from 

Anders Spittal while Harrison Deegan (15 
points) and Kevin Gallagher (10 points) 
also chipped in. Garrett Lynch led the 
Tigers with 11 points and nine boards.

“Man, did Croton come to play tonight,” 
Gallagher said after the Tigers won for 
the 15th time in 17 games and appear to 
have the No.2 seed all but locked up in the 
upcoming Class B tournament. “They had 
us down at the half and we weren’t even 
playing badly, they were just hitting some 
tough shots. It was a great event, though, 
all for the veterans. I really liked that 
aspect of it.”

Pearl River defeated Somers, 59-43. 
Nanuet knocked off Carmel, 58-43. 
Bronxville beat Haldane, 48-42.
NWE/PUTNAM FAB FIVE POLL
(Section 1 teams only)

No.1 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s state-ranked (No.12) Class 
B Tigers (15-2) are looking to reclaim 
League I-C title from Haldane today. 
Love to see them scrimmage Yorktown 
or Ossining in order to better prepare 
for a strong post-season run and second 
title-tilt appearance in three years 
#Can’tBelieveITypedThat.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes’ 
Class AA Huskers (11-6) watched star G 
Nick DeGennaro absolutely blow up this 
week with 18 points in the 50-46 win over 
Mam’neck after going for 31 points, 7 
steals, 5 rebounds, 5 assists in a 63-59 win 
over Greeley #Sniper.

No.3 OSSINING – Coach Casey’s 
Class AA Pride (11-4) saw Obie Toppin 
(27 points, 6 rebounds), Alan Griffin 
(18 points, 6 rebounds, 4 assists) and AJ 
Stokeley (7 points, 4 rebounds, 4 assists, 
3 steals, 3 blocks) dominate in a 59-55 
win over Beacon, thrusting the Price 
back into League I-B title chase at 7-1 
#YearnForTitle.

No.4 HEN HUD – Coach Hirsch’s Class 
A Sailors (11-6) got another monster 
double-double from star swingman 
Jesse Breeding who went for 34 points 
13 rebounds in the 86-70 win over 
Peekskill while G Dylan Fraser dropped 
27, including the 7 3’s that tied the school 
record set by Mike Smith earlier in the 
year.

No.5A BREWSTER – Coach Nelly’s 
streaky Class A Bears (9-9) had won three 
in a row before a second-half collapse 
against a quality Fox Lane club.

HM CARMEL – Coach Venditto’s 
Class AA Rams (10-8) have to take a 
considerable hit for losing to Class B 
Nanuet and scoring just 27 in a loss to 
John Jay EF. 

HM MAHOPAC – Coach Simone’s 
Class AA Indians (8-9) have won two in a 
row and patiently await the rematch with 
visiting Carmel this Thursday (4:00 p.m.) 
in an effort to wash the disgraceful taste of 
that 81-57 beat-down previously suffered 
against the Rams #CallingAllManiacs!
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Kennedy’s Malachi de Sousa has next-level ability.

Brewster’s Jon Palmieri had quite the game 
against Lakeland and Tim Fallo.

Putnam Valley’s Harrison Deegan and Haldane 
Blaine Fitzgerald will vie for league bragging 
rights today.

Panas G Brandon Hodge is hounded by 
Lakeland’s Nick Jarosz in Hornets’ win over 
Panthers in Saturday’s Giglio Games.
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Wrestling NotebookSports

By Tony Pinciaro
Carmel walked away from its annual 

match with archrival Mahopac sporting 
two accomplishments. The Rams defeated 
Mahopac, 37-36, and, in doing so, had 
Kevin Knox become the program’s career-
wins leader with 156. Knox, a 2015 
Section 1 Division I champion, surpassed 
Kevin Davidson.

“The win against Mahopac was a nice 
way for our program to end the regular 
season,” Carmel coach Seth Harrison 
said. “Previously, in the past two years the 
Mahopac-Carmel match has decided the 
league championship. Though a title was 
not on the line this season, we were happy 

to have a win over a quality opponent like 
Mahopac. They have a great program that 
is well-coached with solid athletes.”

Harrison has watched Knox work his 
way through the program and progress to 
become one of Section 1’s finest.

“Kevin becoming the winningest 
wrestler in Carmel history certainly isn’t 
a surprise to anyone who has been around 
our program or that knows Kevin,” 
Harrison said. “He has a relentless work 
ethic and a tremendous commitment to 
the sport. His record, career wins and 
other accolades within wrestling have 
been a direct result of his focus and 
determination. It’s been great to watch 
him develop and further his success.”

Knox registered his new-program 
standard with a second-period pin in the 
132-pound bout. Carmel held a 37-19 lead 
going into the final three matches, but 
Mahopac’s Mike DiNardo (195 pounds), 
Joe Harney (220) and Michael Delahanty 
(285) all won by pin, evening the score at 
37-37. However, Mahopac was penalized 
one team for unsportsmanlike conduct, 
according to Mahopac coach Dennis 
DiSanto.

“We were down by 18 points going 
into the last three matches and if my last 
three guys won by pin we would tie the 
match 37-37, but we would win because 
we won eight of the 15 weight classes,” 
DiSanto explained.  “We were able to get 
the three pins needed, but the official took 
a team point away from us because one 
of my wrestlers was standing on the mat, 
literally seconds after he wrestled, putting 
his warm-ups on. When I questioned the 
official he said he had warned the wrestler 
to get off the mat previously. The thing is, 
the official never warned me, which is the 
normal procedure. When we were hit with 
the unsportsmanlike conduct, no one 
knew what we did unsportsmanlike, not 
even the opposing team. It was an intense, 
hard-fought match between two  rival 
teams that actually get along very well off 
the mat. It’s a shame that it had to end that 
way.”

Mahopac had to rebound quick because 
it was hosting the annual Peter Caruso 
Memorial Tournament, to honor the 
former Mahopac wrestler who passed 
away in 2011.

The Indians showed resiliency 
and walked away with numerous 
placefinishers, highlighted by champions 
Garrett Semenetz (106 pounds) and 
DiNardo (195).

Semenetz pitched a shutout in the 
final, 7-0 over Aidan Cullen of Greenvale 
(Section 2) and DiNardo pinned 
Arlington’s Tanner Nielsen at 3:06.

Mike Muldoon (126) was a runner-up, 
Joe Porcelli (152) and Delahanty (285) 
each finished fourth, Alex Rainowitz 
(120) and Harney (220) placed fifth and 
Mike Nathanson (220) finished sixth.

“We had 16 schools from all over 
New York State, which made it a very 
competitive tournament,” DiSanto 
said.  “It’s a great tune-up going into the 
postseason.

“Both Mike and 
Garrett should be top 
seeds in the section, 
so it was a good 
test for them.  Mike 
Muldoon lost a 
heart breaker in the 
finals seconds, but 
he wrestled tough 
and he should do 
very well in the 
postseason.”

P U T N A M 
VALLEY coach 
Will Carano, a 
Section 1 wrestling 
champ during his 
Mahopac days, was 
very impressed with 
his team as the two-

time defending Section 1 Division II 
champions prepare for a three-peat.

The Section 1 Division II Championships 
are scheduled for Friday-Saturday, Feb. 
12-13, at Pearl River.

The Tigers had six of its nine wrestlers 
placed, led by a trio of champions in Kyle 
Sams (113), Satoshi Abe (120) and Noah 
Kelvas (126). Jared Eliopolous (132) 
placed second and Will Carano (99) and 
Robbie Velichko (160) both were sixth.

“With only nine guys competing, the 
goal was for us to wrestle well enough 
to get third as a team and crown four 
champs,” Carano said. “Our athletes that 
were champs won because they won the 
battle of better position in all of their 
matches.”

One thing Carano has never been 
bashful about is scheduling high-caliber 
competition for his team.  

“It’s about progress,” said the 1986 
Section 1 167-pound champion. “You 
select a season schedule that will 
constantly take them out of their comfort 
zones and challenge them to troubleshoot 

and fix their weaknesses.
“At Mahopac, our guys wrestled hard, 

but I think we know who we are at this 
point and what we still need to do to give 
ourselves a better shot at making another 
run at a section title. This gave them 
a look at what we can do if we wrestle 
like we are capable. The enthusiasm to 
compete hard and smart builds when guys 
see how many team points nine athletes 
can generate by winning close matches 
and generating bonus points when we 
dominating. We had guys fix some mental 
and position mistakes in how they wrestle 
in close matches.”

SOMERS had a busy weekend wrestling 
in the Caruso Tournament, Saturday, 
and Westchester County Wrestling 
Championships, Sunday.

Somers had three top-six placefinishers 
at the 29-team Westchester County 
Championships as Graham Roediger (120 
pounds), William DeBenedetto (126) and 
Max Freebern (160) all placed fifth.

Roediger (120) was seeded fifth at the 
Caruso tournament and placed second. 
Roediger decisioned top-seeded Gavin 
Pasqualini of Arlington in a semifinal 
to earn a finals’ berth. Freebern finished 
third at 160 pounds.
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Carmel’s Matt Purdy shoots leg on Mahopac’s Joe Porecelli en route to key 
10-8 win in OT.

Carmel Nips Mahopac on Controversial Call, 37-36
Ram Senior Knox Sets School Record for Wins, 156

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Mahopac’s Mike Muldoon has the edge on 
Carmel’s Dorian McMath in 11-6 win for Indians.

Carmel’s 132-pound senior Kevin Knox has his 
arm raised for the 156th time, setting the school-
record for career win in Rams’ win over Mahopac 
last Thursday.
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Somers Gabby Rosenzweig (3) is hunted by Brewster’s Frannie Merkel in the Tuskers’ 43-39 League I-D overtime triumph of  visiting Brewster last Wednesday when the state-ranked (No.18) Tuskers won for the 
8th time in a row. Merkel was named the prestigious Con Ed Award winner last week, one week after Rosenzweig was awarded the honor given to the best scholar athletes in Section 1.. see Girls’ Hoops Notebook

Somers 
Edges 

Brewster 
in OT,  
43-39

Con Ed 
Merger!
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