
By David Propper
Before Mahopac head football coach 

Mark Langella knew what Charlie Burt 
could accomplish on the gridiron, he 
already knew how special a student he 
was from his chemistry class.

Teaching Burt his junior year before 
he took over as the football coach for 
Burt’s senior year, Langella described how 
much of a leader he was during science 
experiments with a group of fellow 
students. 

“Even in the classroom he shows the 
typical signs of the type of person that 
can overcome obstacles and be a leader,” 
Langella said. “And they just led over to 
the football program.”

An inspiration to Langella and many 
others in Mahopac, Burt, a two-way starter 
on the football team this season, and born 
without a left hand, was honored with the 
Heart of Giant award. He was presented 
the award by New York Giants running 
back Rashad Jennings during a ceremony 

By David Propper
Carmel town board members pledged 

they wouldn’t establish the homestead tax 
option as part of the town’s tax revaluation, 
calling the preference unfair to residents 
that own condominiums and townhouses 
that could lead to a mass exodus.

During the town board meeting 
Wednesday night, more than 100 
residents received an update about the 
town’s revaluation efforts with the primary 
concern on the homestead option. But 
the town board appeared to temper those 
fears by making statements that expressed 
opposition to it.

John Wolham, the regional director for 

New York State’s Real Property Tax Office, 
said the homestead tax option could only 
occur during a revaluation. It usually 
only occurs to assist a municipality with 
onerous or bad shifts in taxes from a 
reassessment, he said.

The homestead option would ensure 
condos and townhouses are assessed 
as single property homes instead of 
the current formula that has them part 
of commercial property rental units. 
The option establishes two separate 
tax property rates; a lower rate for 
residential owners and higher rate for 
all other property owners, according 
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PROVIDED PHOTO

Mr. and Mrs. Claus made a quick trip to Putnam County earlier this month when 
they appeared at Sycamore Park in Mahopac. Breakfast with Santa, hosted by 
the Town of  Carmel Recreation and Parks Department brought out dozens of  
residents, including youngsters like these two brothers above who told Santa want 
they wanted and posed for photos. More photos from the event are on page 14 
and from everyone at The Putnam Examiner, have a Merry Christmas. 

Santa Claus is Comin’ to Town Prestigious Award Goes to 
Mahopac Gridiron Star

continued on page 4

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Carmel Supervisor Ken Schmitt (center) and town board members Frank Lombardi (left) and John 
Lupinacci at last week’s meeting.

BILL KENNEDY PHOTO
Charlie Burt, a two-way starter on the football 
team this season, and born without a left hand, 
was honored with the Heart of  Giant award.
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Ten local dancers from Seven Star 
School of Performing Arts spent part 
of last month in Riesa, Germany 
representing the United States at the 
International Dance Organization’s 
World Tap Championships. The dancers 
have been training and rehearsing since 
last spring preparing for the competition, 
which draws in tap dancers from all over 
the world including Canada, Europe, 
South Africa and Australia. 

Dancers proudly representing the 
USA from Seven Star School come 
from Brewster, Carmel, Danbury, CT; 
Brookfield, CT and Weston, CT.

In order to travel to Germany, dancers 
must first qualify through an audition in 
June and only three slots per age category 
and division are allotted. SSSPA qualified 
to represent the USA tap team in the solo, 
duet, trio, group and formation divisions 
in the junior (ages 12-15) and the senior 
(16 & over) categories. 

Jillian McNamara, a Brewster High 
School junior, took home her third 
consecutive gold medal for her solo, 
Burn, commemorating her as the adult 
world champion. McNamara has also 
previously won gold medals in both the 
children and junior categories making her 
the first female competitor in the history 
of the World Tap Championships to win 
all 3-age levels. 

Katelyn Williams also received a 

gold medal for her participation in the 
formation division with the American Tap 
Company routine, Bollywood. Lindsey 
Bieber, Danielle Garcia, Samantha 
Meir and Madison Vendel finished 6th 
overall with the American Tap Company 
routine, Into The Woods. McNamara and 
Mikhaela Ampeloquio received 5th place 

honors for their duet. Garcia, Meir and 
Vendel also placed fifth for their trio. 

The below dances also performed and 
made it into the top 15 

Mackenna Beirne, Adult Solo; 
Mackenna Beirne, Mikhaela Ampeloquio, 
Rhiannon Pendola, Adult Trio; Mackenna 
Beirne and Rhiannon Pendola, Adult 

Duo; Samantha Meir, Lindsey Bieber, 
Madison Vendel, Katelyn Williams, Alexa 
Villega, Danielle Garcia, Junior Group; 
Samantha Meir and Madison Vendel, 
Junior Duo; Lindsey Bieber and Katelyn 
Williams, Junior Duo 

Since 2008, more than 20 Seven Star 
School dancers have represented TEAM 
USA and have won over 20 medals, 9 
of which are gold. Seven Star School is 
located at 509 Route 312 in Brewster. For 
more information, visit them at www.
SevenStarSchool.com or call 845-278-
0728.

Local Dancers Take Home Gold in International Tap Championship

TONY MAHER/FOTOSTuDIO SCHRöTER PHOTO
Jillian McNamara, Three time Gold Medal recipient

DANIELLE BEIRNE PHOTO
Left to right- 1st row: Jillian McNamara (Brewster), Mikhaela Ampeloquio (Brookfield, CT), Madison 
Vendel (Carmel), Danielle Garcia (Danbury, CT), Alexa Villega (Danbury, CT). 2nd row: Mackenna Beirne 
(Danbury, CT), Rhiannon Pendola (Carmel), Katelyn Williams (Carmel), Lindsey Bieber (Danbury, CT), 
Samantha Meir (Weston, CT)

Q: I’ve been experiencing discomfort when I lift my 
arm over my head, most often brushing my hair and 
putting dishes in the cupboard. What could be wrong?   
A: Shoulder pain is often because of tendon 
inflammation or tear, dislocation, arthritis or a broken 
bone. If you feel pain when you put on your coat or 
reach into the back seat of the car from the front, 
you may have a rotator cuff injury. The rotator cuff is 
a cradle of muscles and tendons that lets you rotate 
your arm in a full arc. This intricate structure makes it 
possible for you to do everyday activities like reaching 
and lifting; you also rely on your rotator cuff while 
swinging a tennis racquet or golf club or throwing a 
ball. Injury can result from a fall or lifting something 
heavy – or it might just be overuse. I often see rotator 
cuff problems in patients older than 35, as tendons 
lose elasticity with age.

Q: What should I do?
A: If you’re experiencing pain, it’s important to see a 
doctor. A thorough examination is needed to determine 
the cause of your pain. An orthopedist will check for 
symptoms such as swelling, weakness, tenderness and 
any deformities. Additionally, imaging with MRI and 
X-ray will assist in a diagnosis. Treatment options will 

vary. Most often rest, modified activities, and physical 
therapy will be needed. To reduce inflammation and 
pain, medication or injections, such as cortisone shots, 
may be used. Surgery will be required to resolve some 
shoulder problems.
 
Q: What can I expect if I need surgery?    
A:  If there is a tear, I’ll recommend surgery to repair it. Using 
a minimally invasive arthroscopic technique, I’m able to 
repair a rotator cuff as an outpatient procedure and patients 
can expect to be home within a few hours. For more serious 
problems such as severe arthritis, degenerative joint disease, 
or chronic rotator cuff deficiency, shoulder replacement 
surgery is often necessary. Patients can expect to leave 
the hospital after one or two days. Arm movement is 
limited for about six weeks while the tissue around the 
new joint heals. Most patients return to normal activities 
after three months, and shoulder replacements typically 
last a lifetime.

Taking Care of Shoulder Pain
What you should know about symptoms and 
treatment options... 

Evan H. Karas, MD, FAAOS
Co-Chief, Orthopedic Surgery 
Co-Director, Orthopedic & 
Spine Institute
Northern Westchester Hospital

Ask the Doctor

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Did you know?
Each year, approximately 600,000 
Americans have rotator cuff surgery.*
* American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons

Watch Dr. Karas discuss 
Advanced Shoulder Surgery at 
www.nwhorthoandspine.org/DrKaras
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By Neal Rentz
The Patterson Town Board is taking 

additional steps to create a town 
emergency medical services program.

The board scheduled an executive 
session for Dec. 19 to discuss the hiring of 
an EMS coordinator.

The board also purchased an ambulance 
and equipment for the new EMS at its 
Dec. 14 meeting.

The board voted unanimously to 
purchase an ambulance from Specialty 
Vehicles, the only bidder, for $137,930. 
Councilman Peter Dandreano said the 

cost of the ambulance was less than the 
board had anticipated.

Though he voted to purchase the 
ambulance, Councilman Kevin Burns 
asked if the town board “was putting 
the cart before the horse,” by buying the 
vehicle before it hired an EMS coordinator 
and let that person have some input on an 
ambulance purchase. Supervisor Richard 
Williams said input was not needed 
from the new coordinator because the 
committee that studied EMS service 
options gave information about the type 
of ambulance the town would need. 

The ambulance would “serve us best, at 
least for the immediate future,” Williams 
said. 

The board voted unanimously to 
purchase a stretcher and stair chair for 
$17,000 from Stryker and unanimously 
agreed to spend up to $8,000 to purchase 
other items that the town EMS will need.

Also last week, the town board voted 
4-0 to appoint Michael Caruso as the new 
interim town justice to replace the late 
John King.

Caruso will serve the final months 
of King’s term. The seat will be on the 
ballot on Election Day 2017. King died 
in October at 72-years-old. He had been 
a town judge for more than two decades. 

Councilman Charles Cook said the 
town board determined Caruso had the 
experience and qualifications to fill the 

open seat. 
Williams said Caruso had “more well-

rounded” experience than the other 
candidates, was prepared to deal with 
various types of law, and was familiar with 
how the town’s court system operates. 
Caruso will “hit the ground running,” 
Williams said.

Burns, who recused himself from the 
vote because he was one of the finalists 
for the town justice position, did not 
comment after learning he was not going 
to be appointed.

A Patterson town justice earns an 
annual salary of $35,000.

Patterson Takes Another Step with Town EMS; Town Justice Chosen

NEAL RENTz PHOTO
Patterson Supervisor Richard Williams at the Dec. 14 town board meeting.
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on Dec. 12. Even though he only has one 
hand, spectators, teammates and coaches 
that saw the team captain and All-League 
lineman play this year would’ve never 
known the difference.  

“He’s able to accomplish things that 
kids with two hands can’t do,” Langella 
said. “A true warrior on the football field. 
It inspired me to realize you can overcome 
any sort of obstacle to accomplish what 
you want to accomplish if you set your 
heart out to.”

Burt, in an interview later that week, 
said he was happy he won the award, not 
only for himself but the entire community. 

“It’s really cool to bring something 
positive to Mahopac,” Burt, who roots for 
both the Giants and Jets, said. 

Originally, Burt thought he was going 
to speak to 5th graders about overcoming 
adversity, but realized quickly it was going 
to be much bigger once he saw news 
cameras from multiple television stations 
set up. 

Burt applied for the award program 
in August after a friend told him about 
it. Talking it over with his parents and 
coach, Burt thought he might be a good 
candidate. 

While playing without the use of one 
hand, Burt said he never felt at a real 

disadvantage. Growing up, his father 
encouraged him at a young age to try 
several different sports including football, 
baseball, and basketball. 

The biggest adjustment Burt made 
was purchasing an adaptive hook that 
made working out at the gym more 
effective. The stronger he got, the better 
he performed blocking on the offensive 
line and when he made a tackle, one hand 
was good enough.

“I loved football ever since I was a little 
kid,” Burt said. “Since then I’ve just been 
working at it, working at it and now I’m 
here.”

Langella is amazed how Burt battled as 
the team’s starting center. Langella said his 
ability to compensate with his right hand 
made it seem like he had two, stressing 
that’s the type of kid he is. 

“He’s a tough kid,” Langella said. 
Jennings, in short remarks before he 

presented the award, said Burt shows 
what it’s like to have the heart of a giant, 
on and off the field. In football, successful 
players find ways to never quit even in 
times of difficulties, the star running back 
said.

“Someone who is resilient, someone 
who is a man of character, someone who 
puts people first,” Jennings, according to a 
video posted on LoHud, said. “Somebody 
who has an inspirational story, someone 

who overcomes any adversity that comes 
to them.”

Following his high school career, Burt 
hopes to play club football and possibly 
even try out for a Division I program. And 
apparently that chemistry class taught by 
Langella had an impact on Burt because 

he hopes to go into biochemistry, as well 
as possibly business for a career path.  

“He really enjoyed my chemistry class,” 
Langella said. “I’m really happy for him, 
I’m sure he’ll accomplish that goal.”

Nothing has stopped him yet.

Prestigious Award Goes to Mahopac Gridiron Star
continued from page 1

BILL KENNEDY PHOTO
Robert, Nicole, Charlie and Dan Burt all celebrating Charlie’s award last week.
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By David Propper
Legislator Dini LoBue and former 

county lawmaker Vincent Tamagna no 
longer mix it up as colleagues, but the two 
were still at odds during a recent legislative 
committee meeting. 

LoBue and Tamagna, now the county’s 
transportation manager, bickered over 
how efficiently the county bus system 
is working since MV Transportation 
took over a couple of years ago. During 
a Physical Services Committee meeting 
last Wednesday, LoBue brought up recent 
issues with the busing after hearing a few 
complaints from residents and bus drivers.

Tamagna, a former legislator from 
District 1, said the busing system does 
roughly 110,000 rides each year and 
he only gets about six complaints each 
month. While he believes that the system is 
providing a decent service at an affordable 
cost, Tamagna noted the buses have dealt 
with more road congestion recently and 
couldn’t control factors like bad weather 
or a car accident. 

Tamagna said one slight change has 
been instead of using a system where 
seniors call when they want to travel; the 
buses take a route to areas where they 
usually get those calls like at senior living 
facilities. He did concede later on that 
might result in bus drivers losing a few 
minutes of their break.

Tamagna also noted the bus fleet is 

aging, with eight buses to be replaced 
in March 2017 and another eight buses 
will be swapped in 2018. A bus can’t be 
replaced with federal funds until it hits 
200,000 miles, Tamagna said.  

LoBue lodged a complaint that since 
the new company has come in, she’s heard 
negative comments about the busing 
and claimed transportation isn’t being 
managed properly. As a result the county 
is wasting money, LoBue said.

LoBue said the fleet used to be better 
maintained and are breaking down too 
frequently under MV Transit. Ridership 

has also gone down, LoBue alleged. 
“This is mismanagement and something 

is terribly wrong,” LoBue said. “I hope we 
can really take a look at this system and try 
to fix what’s going on.”

Other lawmakers weren’t as convinced. 
Legislator Carl Albano said while he 

hasn’t had any complaints, he was open to 
reviewing the busing schedule and routes 
to find better options. He did dismiss the 
brunt of LoBue’s argument.

“I know you’re trying to block me, I 
know this is the skit that goes on here,” 
LoBue said, as Albano tried to interject. 

“Believe me, believe me, I’m going to go 
public.”

“You can go public all you want,” Albano 
responded. 

Tamagna claimed the only bus that 
broke down in recent memory occurred 
on Dec. 13 because it was rear-ended by 
a car, to which LoBue asserted wasn’t true 
and there were other times they stopped 
working. The two continued to take shots 
at each other.

Tamagna said the Federal Transit 
Administration checks the buses to ensure 
they are working the way they’re supposed 
to. The county now pays for maintenance 
on vehicles through cost per mile, which 
has saved the county $1 million, he 
said. The New York State Department of 
Transportation also checks on the vehicles, 
Tamagna said.

Tamagna then accused some of the 
people that complained to LoBue of 
“making stuff up” in regards to the busing 
breakdowns. He offered to bring in the 
MV general manager and maintenance 
staff next meeting. 

“It’s like a whole world of let’s make 
things up and let’s throw facts out,” 
Tamagna said. 

LoBue said she would invite bus drivers 
to the next meeting as the discussion goes 
forward.

“The truth always comes out Vinny, 
that’s all I can say,” LoBue said. 

LoBue, Tamagna Wrestle Over County Busing System 

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Legislator Dini LoBue and transportation manager Vincent Tamagna, a former county lawmaker, argued 
last week over the county’s busing system.
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to the state department of taxation and 
finance. Numbers revealed at the meeting 
indicated condo and townhouse owners 
could see a sharp spike in their tax bill. 

Councilman Jonathan Schneider, who 
was against it, said there could be an 89 
percent tax increase on condo owners 
overall. He believes that would result in 

increased foreclosures and short sales 
resulting in a decrease in home value 
throughout the town. 

“Maybe we can send everyone here 
home with an early Christmas, Hanukah, 
Festivus (gift),” Schneider said in hopes of 
other board members agreeing to rule out 
the homestead option.

Councilman Frank Lombardi said the 
adoption of the homestead option “would 
just be unfair.” Lombardi said seniors 
and young families would be negatively 
affected and there would be a significant 
amount of empty townhouses. 

“This will be half a zombie town,” 
Lombardi said. “Homestead is not 
necessary and not on the table.”

Supervisor Ken Schmitt and 
Councilwoman Suzi McDonough both 
voiced they were against the homestead 

option as well. 
While Councilman John Lupinacci also 

expressed the likelihood of voting against 
the homestead option, he did note he 
would have liked to crunch the numbers 
more before the board made a definite 
decision. 

“Looking at the preliminary numbers 
obviously Helen Keller could see it’s 
probably not a good idea,” Lupinacci said. 
“However the analyst in me would like to 
see more numbers.”

Mahopac resident and homeowner 
Bob Buckley said he was “100 percent” 
against the homestead option because 
condo owners, when they purchased 
their homes, budgeted to only pay a 
certain amount in taxes. If homestead was 
enacted, a major financial burden would 
be placed on condo owners and Carmel 
could become a “ghost town.”

“It’s a very scary proposition,” Buckley 
said. 

Southeast is the only town in Putnam 
County with the homestead option, 

which was enacted back in the 1990s. 
Several condominium representatives 

thanked the town board for opposing the 
homestead option. One condo owner, 
who said her name was Jenny, came from 
the Bronx to Carmel with her husband 
and their one-year-old daughter last year. 
She said living in a condo allows her to 
afford to live in a nice community like 
Carmel. 

“If this were to pass, we would have to 
leave,” she said. “We wouldn’t be able to 
afford it. We’d have to uproot her life, our 
lives and everything we’ve grown to love 
over the last year.” 

Town assessor Glen Droese said by 
March 1, 2017 all property owners in the 
town should get their disclosure notices 
in the mail about their tax assessment. 
The notice will have the 2016 market 
value, the new preliminary market value 
for 2017 and an estimate for tax change. If 
the value appears incorrect, information 
should be collected by the property owner 
to refute the new assessment, Droese said. 
Informal reviews will occur March 6 to 
April 7, 2017 with Vision Government 
Solutions for owners fighting their 
new assessment. There is no fee for the 
meeting. 

If a property owner appeals the first 
estimate, they’ll get a second decision by 
May, Droese said. This is the town’s first 
reassessment in 20 years. 

“I suggest you start now and look at 
your property,” Droese said. 

‘This will be half 
a zombie town. 

Homestead is not 
necessary and not 

on the table.’ 
-Councilman 

Frank Lombardi

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Mahopac resident and homeowner Bob Buckley speaks out against the homestead tax option.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Councilman Jonathan Schneider is against the 
homestead tax option. 
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845 628-1330
sclafanienergy.com

Carmel Town Board Against Homestead Tax Option
continued from page 1
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By David Propper
A commercial property owner and 

resident in the Town of Carmel prodded 
the town board Wednesday night over 
what taxes the New York City Department 
of Environmental Protection would 
pay once a town wide reassessment is 
complete in a few months. 

Local contractor Michael Barile, who 
lives in Mahopac, asked pointedly about 
the town’s largest taxpayer, the New York 
City DEP, in hopes that they would pay 
their fair share. 

Barile also complained that more 
information should have been given to 
town property owners the last two years 
and more meetings should have been 
held. Without being specific, Barile said 
he’s been approached to join two class 
action lawsuits from “both sides.”

“Because there’s no way this revaluation 
is coming down without you guys getting 
sued by someone,” he told the town 
board. “You better worry about people in 
this room suing you for not doing the job 
correctly the first time.”

Glen Droese, the town assessor, said 
he was unable to discuss a specific parcel 
of property, even if another municipality 
or agency owns it, including NYC DEP. 
More numbers would be revealed about 
utilities and commercial properties in 
upcoming weeks, he added. 

Barile also said the company hired 

to assist in the reassessment, Vision 
Government Solutions, has been behind 
and playing catch-up over the two year 
span. “I know it hasn’t been handled 
right,” he said, stressing New York City 
needs to be assessed correctly. 

Councilwoman Suzi McDonough said 
she has requested more meetings take 
place in the coming weeks and regretted 

not pushing for more forums the last 
couple of years. McDonough added she, 
and other town board members have 
been meeting with the town assessor and 
the outside company several times over 
the reassessment time period. 

Supervisor Ken Schmitt said while he 
agreed with some of Barile’s statements, 
he argued the town is doing their due 
diligence with each property. 

Schmitt then said New York City is 
being “looked at very, very closely.” He 
even added that if the town board would 
have the assessor’s office reexamine the 
New York City property if they don’t like 
the final outcome. 

But Councilman John Lupinacci 
quickly corrected Schmitt and stressed 
the town only sets the revaluation in 
motion and doesn’t determine what the 
properties should be assessed. The board 
also can’t go to the assessor to complain 
about a certain property assessment once 
the final numbers come out. 

“If I don’t like how Charlie Smith’s 
property is assessed, I can’t go to (the 

assessor) and say go look at Charlie 
Smith’s property. I can’t do that by law,” 
Lupinacci said, referring to a hypothetical 
person. “I’m not going to talk about one 
specific property owner whoever it is.”

‘Because there’s 
no way this 

revaluation is 
coming down 

without you guys 
getting sued by 
someone.’- local 
property owner 
Michael Barile

Small NewS iS BiG NewS
adver tising@theexaminernews.com

914.864.0878

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Local contractor Michael Barile, who lives in 
Mahopac, asked about the town’s largest taxpayer, 
the New York City DEP, at last week’s meeting.

Mahopac Contractor, Resident Scrutinizes Town Wide Reassessment 

 

The Springvale Inn  
 Assisted Living Residence 
 All the support one needs  
 at an affordable price   

The Pines at Narragansett 
 Enhanced, Independent Senior Living 
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               Call 
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ACCESS TO A FULL CONTINUUM OF CARE : 
ADULT DAY SERVICES – REHABILITATION—SKILLED NURSING – RESPITE 

 Affordable  
Senior Housing  

Is Closer  
Than You Think! 

Ask About Our Move-In Special  
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Ossining & Croton-on Hudson 
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After relocating to Mahopac from the 
Bronx about a year ago, Alice Maniotis 
began experiencing cognitive and 
memory issues from what she called a 
traumatic move.

Following a neurological evaluation, 
Manioitis, 82, started receiving speech 
therapy at the Putnam Hospital Center 
Rehabilitation Center in Jefferson Valley a 
month ago. The twice-per-week sessions, 
she said, have made a positive difference 
in her life.

“Everyone notices the improvement,” 
Maniotis said. “The therapy is pleasant. 

We laugh, we joke. It’s not arduous.”
Speech language pathologist Irene 

Pieza joined the Jefferson Valley office in 
September, adding speech therapy to their 
already robust physical and occupation 
therapy programs.

Pieza works with adults who have 
had strokes or other neurological 
episodes. The role of the medical speech 
language pathologist includes but is not 
limited to helping patients regain word 
pronunciation, thought organization and 
vocabulary recollection through a series 
of exercises. Speech language therapy is 

also used by people who have acquired or 
progressive swallowing disorders.

“We hope to grow the practice here and 
give northern Westchester and Putnam 
residents a place closer to their homes to 
receive excellent therapy,” Pieza said.

To learn more about Putnam Hospital 
Center’s Rehabilitation Therapies, call 
845-279-1785 (TTY 1-800-421-1220) or 
visit www.healthquest.org/rehabilitation/
physical-rehabilitation.aspx

On Sunday morning, December 4, the members of  Engine Company 2 met for a work detail.  While 
at the station they also made a presentation to the American Cancer Society.  For many years, 
Ellen Przymylski, wife of  Ex-Chief  Stan Przymylski has been fighting cancer.  Her fight has been an 
inspiration to the members of  the company. The members decided this year to create a special 
T-shirt for company members and their families to support Ellen in her fight.  The proceeds from the 
sale were given to the American Cancer Society and the Mahopac Relay for Life Team “The Vikings”. 
(Left to Right) Ex-Chief  Frido Goerlich, Captain John Deagan, Tracey Walsh (American Cancer Society), 
Ellen Przymylski, Ex-Chief  Stan Przymylski

We take pleasure in answering thus 
prominently the communication below, 
expressing at the same time our great 
gratification that its faithful author is 
numbered among the friends of The Sun:

Dear Editor,8
I am 8 years old. Some of my little friends 

say there is no Santa Claus. Papa says, “If 
you see it in The Sun, it’s so.” Please tell me 
the truth, is there a Santa Claus?

Virginia O’Hanlon
115 West Ninety Fifth Street

Virginia, your little friends are wrong. 
They have been affected by the skepticism 
of a skeptical age. They do not believe 
except they see. They think that nothing 
can be which is not comprehensible by 
their little minds. All minds, Virginia, 
whether they be men’s or children’s, are 

little. In this great universe of ours, man 
is a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect as 
compared with the boundless world about 
him, as measured by the intelligence 
capable of grasping the whole of 
truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa 
Claus. He exists as certainly 
as love and generosity and 
devotion exist, and you know 
that they abound and give to 
your life its highest beauty 
and joy. Alas! how dreary 
would be the world if there 
were no Santa Claus! It would 
be as dreary as if there were 
no Virginias. There would 
be no childlike faith then, no poetry, no 
romance to make tolerable this existence.

We should have no enjoyment, except 
in sense and sight. The external light with 

which childhood fills the world would be 
extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might 
as well not believe in fairies. You might 

get your papa to hire men to 
watch in all the chimneys on 
Christmas Eve to catch Santa 
Claus, but even if you did 
not see Santa Claus coming 
down, what would that prove? 
Nobody sees Santa Claus, but 
that is no sign that there is no 
Santa Claus. The most real 
things in the world are those 
that neither children nor men 
can see. Did you ever see 
fairies dancing on the lawn? 

Of course not, but that’s no proof that 
they are not there. Nobody can conceive 
or imagine all the wonders there are 
unseen and unseeable in the world.

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see 
what makes the noise inside, but there is a 
veil covering the unseen world which not 
the strongest man, nor even the united 
strength of all the strongest men that 
ever lived could tear apart. Only faith, 
poetry, love, romance, can push aside that 
curtain and view and picture the supernal 
beauty and glory beyond. Is it all real? Ah, 
Virginia, in all this world there is nothing 
else real and abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God! He lives 
and lives forever. A thousand years from 
now, Virginia, nay 10 times 10,000 years 
from now, he will continue to make glad 
the heart of childhood.

-----------------
“Is There a Santa Claus?” reprinted from 

the September 21, 1897, issue of The New 
York Sun.

Letter to the Editor

Speech Therapy Comes to PHC’s Jefferson Valley Rehab Facility

Mahopac Volunteer Fire Dept. 
Makes Donation to Fight Cancer

Yes Virginia, There is a Santa Claus

PROVIDED PHOTO
Patient Alice Maniotis at a recent speech therapy session with speech language pathologist Irene Pieza.
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Evolut ion Acro & Tumble 
Yorktown

Business 

of the Week
By Neal Rentz

While there are other studios where 
you can learn dance and gymnastic skills 
and take part in fitness programs, the new 
Evolution Acro & Tumble in Yorktown 
has something the others do not have – a 
small space and personal attention. 

The new roughly 1,000-square-
foot business opened on Dec. 5 in the 
Underhill Plaza shopping center. Acro 
consists of a series of acrobatic arts that 
includes a dance element and there are 
Acro competitions.

The facility may be new, but the 
industry is not new to owner Sue Solazzo 
of Yorktown, who also owns the Epic 
Dance Center in Mahopac. Solazzo said 
she decided to open Evolution Acro 
“Based upon on the needs that I see with 
my dancers and competitive dance teams.”

The manager of the new business is 
Putnam Valley resident Stephanie Bowe, 
a certified gymnastics coach. Bowe’s 
daughter, Kylee, has been a dancer and 
gymnast. 

“We put our heads together and realized 
that there was really a lack of a couple of 
things locally,” Solazzo said. Some of the 
programs Evolution Acro offers that other 
similar facilities do not include small 
“Mommy and Me” classes for babies and 
their moms “in a nice contained space,” 

she said. “We wanted to find something a 
little more mom and pop, family-friendly, 
(and) small.” 

The facility allows dancers to take 
classes on such skills as aerials and back 
handsprings without having to commit 
to a full gymnastics curriculum, Solazzo 

said. “My dancers are very busy, they take 
a lot of classes, but they want to improve 
their acrobatic technique. So this would 
be a facility they could come to and take 
shorter sessions,” she said. 

Evolution Acro provides programs 
for all ages, from as young as 18 months 

old teaching basic tumbling skills,” Bowe 
said. Aside from classes, the facility also 
offers open gym times for youths and 
there is yoga, fitness and other programs 
provided for adults. 

Customers of the new business pay 
based on the number of classes or sessions 
they want, Solazzo said. 

The size of the new facility allows for 
more individualized instruction, Solazzo 
stressed. “There’s a lot of interaction 
between the teacher and the students,” 
she said. 

Solazzo said she wanted the public 
to become familiarized with her new 
business. “We are an option,” she said. “If 
you come to Evolution you’re going to see 
a lot of progress with your child.”

Solazzo said Evolution is part of the 
name of the new facility because it is 
in keeping with a major portion of its 
mission. “You would start as a crawler 
and go all the way to a teen or an adult 
who is basically perfecting these very, 
very intricate advanced moves. It’s an 
evolution,” she said.

Evolution Acro & Tumble is located at 
1877 Commerce St., in the Underhill Plaza 
shopping center in Yorktown. For more 
information, call 914-962-3220, send an 
e-mail to info@evolutionacro.com or visit 
evolutionacro.com. 

NEAL RENTz PHOTO
Evolution Acro & Tumble opened in Yorktown on Monday, Dec. 5. Shown above is Yorktown resident Sue 
Solazzo, the owner, right, and Putnam Valley resident Stephanie Bowe, the facility’s manager

To the four Cs of learning – 
communication, collaboration, creativity 
and critical thinking – keynote speaker 
Peter DeWitt at a Putnam-Northern 
Westchester BOCES conference on Dec. 
2 added a fifth: Climate. 

The conference, Student Engagement 
Through the Four Cs, was coordinated 
by the PNW BOCES Curriculum Center, 
with the support and leadership of the 
PNW BOCES Curriculum Council. Joe 
Mannozzi, conference coordinator stated, 
“It was truly gratifying to have so many 
educators eager to share their expertise 
around student engagement.” 

Kicking off the conference, DeWitt, 
an education consultant, stressed that 
a supportive school atmosphere that 
engages students is fundamental to 
success, even if some educators respond 
by saying there’s no room left on the plate.

“’Climate’ is actually the plate that 
everything else should be going on,” 
DeWitt told the gathering of more than 
120 educators from Westchester and 
Putnam counties at the PNW BOCES 
School Services Building in Yorktown 
Heights. DeWitt discussed the work of 
ground-breaking educational researcher 
John Hattie, who identified and ranked 
195 conditions that influence students’ 
ability to learn, such as teachers’ “self-
efficacy,” or feeling that they can make 

a difference, and their credibility with 
students.

“When I say it starts with us, I mean, 
we need to be reflective and say, ‘Are we 
doing these things properly?’ before we 
blame the students, the parents and the 
curriculum.”

Educators came to share and learn 
new ways to foster students who are 
authentically engaged, not merely 
complying with instructions. Allowing 
students to solve problems creatively was 
a major theme running through many 
of the 21 workshops, some of which 
included problems students are asked to 
solve in the region’s classrooms.

In “Designing Assessments of the Four 
Cs,” Eastchester High School science 
teacher Alex Fletcher poured small piles 
of iron filings, salt, sand and crumbs of 
cork into a beaker and asked groups of 
educators to figure out how to separate 
out each element from the mix. When 
groups figured out the basic idea – a 
magnet and water can help – Fletcher 
discussed the intricacies of the solutions 
that students learn the hard way. (Use the 
magnet before the water, for example.)

“If you find that there’s a flaw in your 
system, start again,” he said. 

Participants in “Teaching ELLs Using 
Whole Brain Instruction” followed along 
with hand gestures that Sophie Gourdon 

from Lakeland schools made as she 
spoke. The hand movements help 
students in her English Language 
Learners classes remember the 
words. In one “whole brain” 
exercise, called “silent mirror,” the 
students imitate the gestures of the 
speaker while saying nothing, she 
said. That helps Gourdon see that 
the students are picking up the 
lesson.

“It doesn’t matter if I have five 
kids or thirty-five kids, I can see 
who’s with me,” she said.

In another session, teams of 
educators built small structures of 
wide popsicle sticks and masking 
tape with the aim of creating a base 
that could hold 12 pounds.

“Each one of them passed the test, but 
the structures looked different,” said Don 
Saldicco, a technology education teacher 
in the Carmel CSD and one of three 
Carmel school district presenters who 
led the session, called “The 21st Century 
Technology Classrooms: Let’s Talk about 
Learning, Not Teaching.”

Educators left eager to explore Hattie’s 
system further, and to try some of the 
activities and approaches they had 
learned. Ossining teacher Asuncion Diaz 
said she plans to incorporate the whole 
brain teaching approach in her ESL 

classes.
“It’s not to change what I teach, but to 

add to it,” she said. “It can enhance what 
I do.”

Many said that a major benefit of the 
session was talking with counterparts in 
neighboring districts about programs and 
approaches that they have in common or 
that they can teach each other. Indeed, 
many of the educators were presenting at 
one session and attending others. 

“We all have a responsibility to extend 
that knowledge by coming back here and 
sharing it,” said Andrew Taylor, director 
of technology for the Byram Hills schools. 
“We’re all learning together.”

PROVIDED PHOTO
Putnam Valley math teacher Joe Mahoney attempts to 
build a structure from Popsicle sticks and tape that can 
support 12 pounds at PNW BOCES conference on Student 
Engagement Through the Four Cs.

Region’s Educators Share Ways to Engage Students with Four Cs – Plus One



December 20 - December 26, 2016 The Putnam Examiner10
Across
1. New Cortlandt car dealer, Taconic
4. Lunched
7. Traveler’s sleepover spot
8. Unskilled painter
11. Chef ’s phrase
12. Vine-woven trelliswork
13. Badger
14. Seaweed plant
15. Whirling movements
18. ‘Erie Canal’ mule
19. Coin stamp
21. Aggressiveness
26. Comic Roseanne or Somers 
orthodontist, Bridgeham
27. Gotcha!
28. Fastidious
31. Wrecker’s job
32. Crops up
33. Kind of theater
34. ___ canto (operatic style)
35. Bottom’s other form in “A 
Midsummer’s Night Dream”

Down
1. Donkey’s Asian cousin
2. Sets inside
3. Seaweeds, to seesawed, e.g.
4. ___ system (blood classification)
5. Abbr. before a number

6. Part of B.C.E.
8. Sandwich maker
9. Mythical ship of Jason
10. Land on Lake Victoria
12. Butter portion
16. Suspects’ stories
17. “Blue Moon” singer
20. Identical responses
22. Tie up
23. Irritates
24. Give it a go
25. Cries
28. The ____ Four
29. Fury
30. Zip

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 18

Crossword Puzzle

John J. Fitzsimons
Fitzsimons, John J., age 77, of Brewster, 

died December 12, at his home. John was 
born on October 8, 1939 in Manhattan, to 
Patrick and Molly (Brabacon) Fitzsimons. 
He graduated from Cardinal Hayes High 
School and attended New York Tech in 
Westbury, LI. John was predeceased by 
his wife Patricia M. Lancelotti on August 
4, 2005. John was a detective with the 
NYPD out of Queens. Following his 
years with the NYPD, John was a medical 
investigator with Blue Cross & Blue 
Shield. John was drawn to people in need. 
He was involved with many community 
programs that greatly helped others.

John is survived by his three children, 
John J. Fitzsimons of North Salem, NY, 
Patricia Fitzsimons (Karen) of Suffern, 
and Thomas Fitzsimons (Debbie) of 
Wesley Chapel, FL; a step-son, Paul 
Raffone of Yorktown Hgts.; two brothers, 
Patrick Fitzsimons of Seattle, WA and 
Robert Fitzsimons of Huntley, IL; 6 
grandchildren, Kelly, Matthew, Thomas 
Jr., Kayla, Tyler and Kassidy. He was pre-
deceased by a brother Richard Fitzsimons.

Ellen June Toth
Ellen June Toth, of Dover Plains 

formerly of Brewster, died on December 
13, at Sharon Health Care Center, Sharon, 
CT. She was 91 years old. Ellen was born 
on June 28, 1925 in Danbury, CT, daughter 

to the late Robert and Lena (Creighton) 
Burdick. During WWII she worked for 
the war effort with Sikorsky Helicopters 
in Bridgeport, CT. She was also a secretary 
with Norwalk Hospital for 28 years prior 
to retirement. Mrs. Toth is survived by 
her two daughters; June Gallagher of 
Dover Plains, NY and Jane Randazzo 
of Hudson, NY, 6 grandchildren and 10 
great grandchildren. She was predeceased 
by her son Roger in 1965 and her brother 
Larry Burdick.

Beverly Anne 
Cronin Anderson

Beverly Anne Cronin Anderson, aged 
70, of Hopewell Junction, (formerly of 
Putnam Valley) died on December 15, 
after a lengthy illness at Vassar Brothers 
Medical Center in Poughkeepsie. Beverly 
was born in Tarrytown, on December 
12th, 1946 to Francis J. and Anne 
Cronin. She graduated from Lakeland 
Senior High School and continued to 
receive a Master’s Degree from Fordham 
University, and multiple degrees from 
Pace University and Good Counsel 
College, White Plains.   Beverly worked 
within the Accounting Department for 
Phelps Memorial Hospital and retired 
from the Payroll Department of Lakeland 
School District. She was the office and 
payroll manager for Norman Anderson 
Well Drilling company in Putnam Valley 

for many years.  She enjoyed reading, 
writing, knitting, loved her St. John’s, 
traveling to Europe and was a music lover 
and an accomplished violinist.   Beverly 
is survived by her long-time companion 
Norman Anderson, her siblings; Joan 
Lawrence and spouse Thomas J. Lawrence, 
Sr. (Hopewell Junction), Anne Cutter 
and spouse Chris Cutter (Ridgefield 
CT), Frank Cronin and spouse Bobi 
Cronin (Prescott, AZ), John Cronin and 
spouse Deb Cronin (Peekskill), Marie 
Boland and spouse Ken Boland (East 
Moriches), Marguerite Khan and spouse 
Sohaib Khan (Yorktown Heights). Her 
nieces and nephews; Thomas Lawrence 
Jr (Highland), Kimmarie Aichelmann 
and spouse Fred Aichelmann (Hopewell 
Junction, NY), Frank Lawrence 
(Hopewell Junction), Jim Crookston and 
spouse Branie Crookston (Peekskill) and 
Heather McGroddy and spouse James 
McGroddy (Wellesley, MA), Kyle Boland, 
Joshua Boland, Alex Boland, Eric Boland, 
Samantha Boland, and Christine Boland 
(East Moriches) and her many great 
nieces and nephews; Rachel and Julianne 
Aichelmann (Hopewell Junction), Fiona 
and Gavin McGroddy (Wellesley, MA), 
Logan Lawrence (Highland), Maisie and 
Cleo Crookston (Peekskill) and other 
family and friends. Lawrence Anderson, 
Christina Mosquera and spouse Diego 
Mosquera and nephews Juan and Ricky 
Mosquera, Barbara Wallace and spouse 

Donald Wallace and nieces Robin, Kerry 
and Debbie Wallace. Beverly is preceded 
in death by her daughter Sara Anne 
Anderson, her parents Francis J. and 
Anne Cronin.  In lieu of flowers memorial 
donations may be given to American 
Kidney Fund, 11921 Rockville Pike, Suite 
300, Rockville, MD, 20852 , or, via online 
at http://www.kidneyfund.org/  The 
family of Beverly Anne Cronin Anderson 
wishes to thank Dr. Alan Coffino for all 
the special care he delivered to her over 
the years and Vassar Brothers Medical 
Center which delivered exemplary care to 
her during her hospital care.

Obituaries
Advertise in The Putnam Examiner   914-864-0878   advertising@theexaminernews.com
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We Wish All Our Friends & Neighbors a Happy Holiday
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(845) 279-2064

• Home • Auto • Motorcycle
• Mobile Homes • Pleasure Boats • Motor Homes
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We Wish our Friends and  
Neighbors a Healthy & Happy Holiday

By Janine Kampinga Berlin
The holiday season is an important 

time to reflect on one thing that’s easy to 
take for granted when you’re caring for an 
elderly loved one – yourself.

An AARP and National Alliance for 
Caregiving study estimates that family 
caregivers spend nearly 25 hours per 
week providing care, with one in four 
caregivers spending at least 41 hours per 
week. Caregivers who live with the person 
they care for, the study shows, also tally 
more than 40 hours per week of care. For 
many Americans, family caregiving has 
become a full-time job, often on top 
of other employment and parenting 
responsibilities. 

As a registered home care nurse, 
with the Visiting Nurse Service 
of New York in Westchester, I 
often work with frail, elderly 
patients who depend on 
family caregivers to provide 
at least some of their care or 
assistance with the activities 
of daily living. That means 
that helping family 
caregivers practice good 
self-care sometimes 
becomes a part of my 
job, too, because if a 
caregiver doesn’t take 
care of herself or 
himself, he or she can’t 

be there to care for someone else. 
Here are a few guidelines to keep in 

mind if the description above sounds 
familiar to you.
Take Care of Your Own Health

Try to get some exercise every day, even 
if it means just a few short walks or doing 
a yoga video in your living room. Keep 
your own doctor’s appointments. Many 
caregivers are so busy taking their family 
members to appointments that they don’t 
take care of their own health. Remember 
to get a flu shot, a cholesterol screening, 
blood pressure check and other annual 
exams. 

Seek Training and Resources 
When caring for an elderly 

loved one with multiple chronic 
conditions, you may need to 

develop new skills such as 
learning how to change 
dressings on wounds, 
assisting with mobility issues 

or managing multiple 
medications. Consult 
your physician or a 
licensed home health 
care professional to 
learn how to move your 

family member safely 
and avoid injury. 
Grab bars, raised 

toilet seats and 
other assistive 

devices may be helpful and covered by 
insurance as well.  
Remember: You are Part of Your Family 
Member’s Care Team 

Particularly if you have professional 
home care services in place, clinicians 
want to hear your feedback, since you are 
the one who knows what’s going on when 
they’re not there. If you have a concern, 
raise it. More often than not, your 
instincts are correct and your health care 
providers can help improve the situation. 
Don’t Try to Go It Alone

Daily caregiving can be demanding, 
overwhelming, and isolating.  If someone 
offers to help, take it. CaringBridge and 
SharetheCare.org are models that help 
people pool efforts to ease the burden on 
family caregivers and help those without 
family nearby.   
Join a Caregiver Support Group

Connecting with others in similar 
situations can be one of the best ways to 
manage your own emotions and prevent 
burnout and depression. If you can’t 
leave your family member at home, there 
may be online or telephone support 
groups available that will provide helpful 
connections to other caregivers who 
understand what you’re going through 
and can share resources and insights from 
their own experience.
Give Yourself a Break

This can be a hard one for many family

 

caregivers. 
But most 
communities have 
resources through home 
health care agencies, or 
even churches and community groups, 
that can help you take short breaks for 
“you time.” It’s important to try to make 
time at least once a week to meet a friend 
for bowling or a movie, take an exercise 
class, go for a long walk or just enjoy a few 
minutes of quiet time. Your local agency 
on aging may have resources to bring in 
home health services, or you may be able 
to place your family member in an adult 
day care program for a few hours. 

This holiday season, take a few minutes 
to reflect and consider whether or not 
you’re doing enough to tend to your own 
needs. For more information about the 
Visiting Nurse Service of New York, call 
1-866-632-2557 or visit www.VNSNY.
org. 

Janine Kampinga Berlin is a registered 
nurse for the nonprofit Visiting Nurse 
Service of New York who cares for patients 
throughout Westchester.

A Nurse’s Checklist for Family Caregivers During the Holidays
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Merry Christmas 
and 

Happy Hanukkah 
from the staff at 
Examiner Media

Arthur Weeks & Son Jewelers
Since 1896

Arthur Weeks & Sons Jewelers
942 South Street • Peekskill, NY 10566

914-737-0505
Call for Holiday Hours

We off er a wide selection of diamond rings, 
pendants, bracelets and earrings as well as 

lustrous pearls, colored gems and 
unique sterling silver pieces

Celebrating Our 120th Anniversary 
With Storewide Sales

20% OFF
All In Stock Merchandise 

Through December 24th!

Check out our store's ONLINE store 
just in time for the holidays

www.arthurweeksjewelers.com

140 Main Street • Cold Spring, NY
845-265-4113 • www.mccaffreyrealty.com

Season’s Greetings

Please Call us For your Holiday Parties 
or Transportation Needs

Balloons 
& Party 

on Westbrook
 Great Holiday Parties Start Here! 

Balloons • Noisemakers
Balloon Decorating & Delivery
2017 Lighted Eyeglasses • Hats  
Party Poppers • Champagne Glasses
Aluminum & Serving Supplies
and much more!

2 Westbrook Drive 
Cortlandt Manor

914 528-0500
 Christmas & Hanukah

Everything for Your Holiday Party!
 Christmas & Hanukah

Great Holiday Parties Start Here!

845-278-7312

ALL FUEL CO.
The Shelley Family
Home Heating Fuel
1606 Rte 22, Brewster

• Burner Sales, Service & Installation
• Tank Removal & Installation
• Propane Available for Cooking & Heating

Happy Holiday 
& A Happy 
New Year!

ALL FUEL CO.
The Shelley Family
Home Heating Fuel
1606 Rte 22, Brewster
• Burner Sales, Service 
  & Installation
• Tank Removal & Installation
• Propane Available for 
  Cooking   & Heating

845-278-7312

Your Complete Automotive Service Center

Wishing you a

Safe Holiday Season and a
New Year filled with

Peace, Prosperity and Success!

PAB Ex Holiday:Layout 1  12/15/16  2:05 PM  Page 1

Celebrate in style with your
New Year’s Eve

Designated Driver!

TRANSPORTATION & DRIVING
SERVICES INC.

PremierE

Make your New Year’s reservations Today.
We’ll see to it that you arrive home safely.
PLEASE, DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE!!

8 4 5 - 3 5 0 - 2 7 3 6
PREMIERE-TRANSPORTATION.COM WTLC: 00033 -16

Premiere Transportation Ex Holiday:Layout 1  12/15/16  4:32 PM  Page 1

Happy Holidays to All!
Christmas Day and New Years Day Open All Day

Breakfast Specials - starting at $5.95
Lunch Specials - starting at $7.95

Dinner Specials - starting at $14.95
(complete Dinner)

898 Rt 6  • Mahopac NY  • 845 621-7111
www.nowhairsalon.com Find us on FB 

Start � e New Year 
With A New You!

Give yourself or someone you love
a hair makeover! 

Gi�  certi� cates available
Color Bar • Hair Cuts • Waxing 

1821 E. Main St
Rt 6 Mohegan Lake 
914-737-6780 

NilesFloorsandBlinds.com

Merry Christmas  
from 

Anthony and Pat

Merry Christmas 
and Happy 
Hanukkah

from 
George "Santa" 

Ondek!
Tune in to the latest edition of the 

George Ondek Show, featuring the 
Grand Openings of DAS Auto in  

Yorktown and Taconic 24 Hr 
Veterinary Service in Cortlandt.

Watch on Cablevision Mondays 8:30 PM, 
Sunday 7:30 PM & Fri 10PM

 on the local Cablevision access 
channel throughout Westchester, and local  

government channels throughout Westchester 
Or on Youtube anytime by typing in 

George Ondek and the name of the guest.



December 20 - December 26, 2016www.TheExaminerNews.com 13

Merry Christmas 
and 

Happy Hanukkah 
from the staff at 
Examiner Media

Arthur Weeks & Son Jewelers
Since 1896

Arthur Weeks & Sons Jewelers
942 South Street • Peekskill, NY 10566

914-737-0505
Call for Holiday Hours

We off er a wide selection of diamond rings, 
pendants, bracelets and earrings as well as 

lustrous pearls, colored gems and 
unique sterling silver pieces

Celebrating Our 120th Anniversary 
With Storewide Sales

20% OFF
All In Stock Merchandise 

Through December 24th!

Check out our store's ONLINE store 
just in time for the holidays

www.arthurweeksjewelers.com

140 Main Street • Cold Spring, NY
845-265-4113 • www.mccaffreyrealty.com

Season’s Greetings

Please Call us For your Holiday Parties 
or Transportation Needs

Balloons 
& Party 

on Westbrook
 Great Holiday Parties Start Here! 

Balloons • Noisemakers
Balloon Decorating & Delivery
2017 Lighted Eyeglasses • Hats  
Party Poppers • Champagne Glasses
Aluminum & Serving Supplies
and much more!

2 Westbrook Drive 
Cortlandt Manor

914 528-0500
 Christmas & Hanukah

Everything for Your Holiday Party!
 Christmas & Hanukah

Great Holiday Parties Start Here!

845-278-7312

ALL FUEL CO.
The Shelley Family
Home Heating Fuel
1606 Rte 22, Brewster

• Burner Sales, Service & Installation
• Tank Removal & Installation
• Propane Available for Cooking & Heating

Happy Holiday 
& A Happy 
New Year!

ALL FUEL CO.
The Shelley Family
Home Heating Fuel
1606 Rte 22, Brewster
• Burner Sales, Service 
  & Installation
• Tank Removal & Installation
• Propane Available for 
  Cooking   & Heating

845-278-7312

Your Complete Automotive Service Center

Wishing you a

Safe Holiday Season and a
New Year filled with

Peace, Prosperity and Success!

PAB Ex Holiday:Layout 1  12/15/16  2:05 PM  Page 1

Celebrate in style with your
New Year’s Eve

Designated Driver!

TRANSPORTATION & DRIVING
SERVICES INC.

PremierE

Make your New Year’s reservations Today.
We’ll see to it that you arrive home safely.
PLEASE, DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE!!

8 4 5 - 3 5 0 - 2 7 3 6
PREMIERE-TRANSPORTATION.COM WTLC: 00033 -16

Premiere Transportation Ex Holiday:Layout 1  12/15/16  4:32 PM  Page 1

Happy Holidays to All!
Christmas Day and New Years Day Open All Day

Breakfast Specials - starting at $5.95
Lunch Specials - starting at $7.95

Dinner Specials - starting at $14.95
(complete Dinner)

898 Rt 6  • Mahopac NY  • 845 621-7111
www.nowhairsalon.com Find us on FB 

Start � e New Year 
With A New You!

Give yourself or someone you love
a hair makeover! 

Gi�  certi� cates available
Color Bar • Hair Cuts • Waxing 

1821 E. Main St
Rt 6 Mohegan Lake 
914-737-6780 

NilesFloorsandBlinds.com

Merry Christmas  
from 

Anthony and Pat

Merry Christmas 
and Happy 
Hanukkah

from 
George "Santa" 

Ondek!
Tune in to the latest edition of the 

George Ondek Show, featuring the 
Grand Openings of DAS Auto in  

Yorktown and Taconic 24 Hr 
Veterinary Service in Cortlandt.

Watch on Cablevision Mondays 8:30 PM, 
Sunday 7:30 PM & Fri 10PM

 on the local Cablevision access 
channel throughout Westchester, and local  

government channels throughout Westchester 
Or on Youtube anytime by typing in 

George Ondek and the name of the guest.



December 20 - December 26, 2016 The Putnam Examiner14

Santa Comes to Sycamore Park in Mahopac

FEEHAN 
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

P.O. BOX 870, CARMEL, 
NY 10512

(845) 278-7070
Fax (845) 278-2886

Matthew, Terence & Christopher Feehan

Happy Holidays!

Your Source For 
Home Insurance

Dr. Gorich is an internist, Internal medicine, Primary Care 
physician in Putnam County.  His practice is conveniently 

located within the Putnam Hospital Center campus. 
He sees patients from the age of 18 to 100 and beyond. 

He has a specialty in geriatric medicine, and is accredited  
by the American Board of Internal Medicine, CAQ,  

Geriatric Medicine, and the American Board  
of Internal Medicine Certified Diploma

“I have a passion and love and care of patients,  
“I still do that traditional medicine. I do spend a lot  

of time with my patients. They can reach me at any time.” 
Let’s talk about you and your health,  

“when they need me I am there for them.”
Visit our website for more information: 

www.georgegorichmd.com
George Gorich, MD

672 Stoneleigh Avenue, Suite C-116
Carmel, New York 10512

Office – 914-860-6577
Internal Medicine, Primary Care, Medical Weight Loss 

Hudson Valley Magazine  
Top 10 Doctor 2015 and 2016

Dr. Gorich wishes  
all his patients a  

Happy Holiday Season
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In pondering 
a theme for this 
week’s column, 
I concluded this 
would be a good 
juncture to offer 
choice tidbits to 
help navigate the 
wide world of wine. 

No travelogue, 
no tasting notes, 

no recounting of the latest wine fraud. 
No post-truth revelations or fake wine 
news headlines. Just the facts to help you 
make better wine choices and to better 
understand the underlying logic behind 
the art and science of wine. 

So here are 10 random factoids, choice 
nuggets to elevate your game or to 
supplement your memory banks. Some of 
you will consider these to be revelatory; 
others may have a tell-me-something-I-
don’t-already-know reaction. 

1. Always clear your palate before 
you taste a wine. Previous 
foods in your mouth will 
influence your experience 
with a wine. You will not 
enjoy a Cabernet Sauvignon 
if you just finished off a bag 
of salty chips.

2. Wine is best 
experienced when 
paired with food. 
Together in your 
mouth, a “new” flavor 
is created. Remember 

that regional wines 
evolved over the centuries 
as accompaniments to 
regional foods, not as 
stand-alone expressions 
of a grape. I have changed 
my opinion of a wine once 
it interplayed with the 
flavors and aromas of a food dish.

3. How many times has sparkling 
wine foamed out of the glass as you are 
pouring? Tricks: tilt the glass and pour 
down the side or pour a small amount 
first and let it settle, then fill the glass. 

4. Aromas dominate your appreciation 
of a wine. Our physiology has five 
elements of taste and over 10,000 elements 
of aroma. 

5. Corollary to number 4 above: swirling 
the wine in your glass releases the aromas 
and bouquet more quickly. Always swirl; 
it’s functional, not snobbery. 

6. Sub corollary to number 4: Don’t fill 
your glass more than a third of the way. 
It allows the aromas to concentrate in 
the other two-thirds. Swirl a glass that 
has curved sides and rim. It funnels and 

therefore concentrates the aromas 
toward your nose as you sip the 
wine. 

7. Don’t swallow too soon. 
Hold the wine in your mouth 
for a few seconds and “chew” 

it. This will allow the wine to 
coat the sensory areas of 
your tongue and mouth, 
enhancing your ability 

to appreciate the many 
nuances of the wine. 

8. Red wine is healthier 
than white wine. The red 
grape skins that ferment 
with the juice contain 
compounds that are 
powerful antioxidants. 

One of these, resveratrol, has been proven 
to be a key to our overall health.

9. All grape juice is white (with one 
or two minor exceptions). Red wines 
derive their color from the grape skins, 
which are fermented with the juice and 
thereby impart the familiar color to the 
wine. Corollary: Red grapes can produce 
a white wine; just remove the skins before 
fermentation begins. A classic example 
is sparkling wine, which invariably is 
produced from some or all red grapes. 
Brut Champagne is part Chardonnay and 
part Pinot Noir and/or Pinot Meunier; 
Blanc de Noir (White from Black) on the 
label signifies only red grapes were vinified 
in the production of the wine; Blanc de 
Blanc – you’ve got it – only Chardonnay 
was vinified. Rosé Champagne signifies 
that the skins of the red grapes used in 
production were allowed to sit with the 
fermenting juice for a very short period, 
just long enough to infuse a light red/pink 
color to the wine.

10. Need to chill a bottle of wine 
quickly? Don’t put it in the fridge or the 
freezer. Rather, place it in an ice bucket 
filled one-quarter with water and the 
remainder with ice. Fill as high as possible 

in order to surround the neck of the 
bottle. Add a hearty pinch of kosher salt, 
wait 10 minutes, open and pour. 

Feel free to refer to these facts whenever 
you wish to impress friends with your 
wine knowledge, but most importantly 
to better understand the fundamental 
precepts and practical wisdom of wine 
appreciation. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

Oh, how the years of repeated 
ritual can produce a strong 
desire to create a shorthand 
to achieving final results. That 
certainly has been the case for 
me after almost a half century 
of assisting my wife in creating a 
festive atmosphere in our home 
around the holiday season.

Our first year of marriage, we 
spent weeks in preparation for 
the wintry holidays. This year, 
we decorated in little more than 
an hour.

We married in late September 
during the dark ages and almost 
immediately upon returning 
from our honeymoon, we 
engaged in our first crafts 
project, more like a marathon, to create all 
of our own ornaments for our inaugural 
tree. I guess that’s what a young couple 
with not much money and a lot of time on 
their hands can do.

In the days before A.C. Moore and 
Michael’s, the place to get the wildest 
stuff for ornamental projects was in 
Manhattan’s hat district, west of Fifth 
Avenue on 38th Street. On my way home 
from work each day, I’d pass through and 
buy interesting hat decorations from the 

time when women still wore 
hats.

Then, immediately 
following dinner, my wife and 
I would sit in the living room, 
spread out my finds on our 
large coffee table and get to 
work decorating various sizes 
of Styrofoam balls. 

We came up with the idea 
of each making one elaborate 
tree ornament every year 
throughout our marriage, 
but we got so much into our 
new hobby that it became an 
obsession the first year. The 
balls became increasingly 
more elaborate as we practiced 
our skills, and many were 

themed with their own names. 
One ball, completely covered in pink 

ribbon, gathered and pinned, was named 
our Baby Girl ball, even though we didn’t 
have a baby yet.   There was the Grace Kelly 
ball with pale blue and yellow ribbons 
and pearls; the Swan Lake ball with white 
ribbons, white feathers and crystals; the 
Can-Can Girl ball with black and red 
ribbons, beads and a black feather plume 
on top; and our real piece de resistance, a 
large Faberge ball with semiprecious gems 

all over it, taken from old pieces of jewelry.
The tips of our thumbs had developed 

calluses from pushing in the pins until we 
got smart and used thimbles. 

We decided it would be safer to buy a 
large artificial tree so that there would be 
no threat of sap staining the balls, and we 
kept producing our little gems until we ran 
out of space on the tree. We had become 
tree ornament addicted.

The bottom line, however, is that we 
must have OD’d on our first year’s attempt 
because we haven’t made a single ball 
since then. We did, however, add antique 
and specialty ornaments over the years, as 
presents to each other. 

As we have gotten older, our tree has 
become smaller, and our daughter, who 
was predated by that pink ribbon ball in 
her honor, is now the recipient, one by 
one, of our early Christmas ornament 
binge.  

Today, it’s just a matter of unwrapping 
each ornament from its tissue and hanging 
it on our artificial tree, already strung with 
lights from the manufacturer. While the 
whole decorating process took less than 
an hour this year, I have known speed 
demons who beat our record. There are 
those who simply place their tree stand on 
wheels and when the holiday is over, drape 

it with a sheet, fully decorated, and roll it 
into storage until next year.

As for outside decoration, whenever I 
see a home with its lawn highly decked out 
for the holidays, I get the urge to pull up, 
knock on the door and meet the owner. 
I’m sure he or she loves kids and probably 
is still wondrous as a child.

For many years, we were specialists in 
lighting Christmas wreaths and hanging 
them at strategic points along our outside 
fence, connected with garlands of lighted 
pine garlands looping from one wreath 
to the next. If I were to attempt any kind 
of outside display today, I would simply 
invest in that highly advertised Star 
Shower Laser Light projector where you 
just plug in the device and let it do its 
thing.

Have I grown lazy about holiday 
decorating over the years? As I see it, it’s 
more a matter of efficiency to be enjoyed.  

 Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, Inc. 
(www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real estate 
site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com, and 
his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.com. To 
engage the services of The Home Guru to 
market your home for sale, call 914-522-
2076.

Holiday Decorations: From Labor of Love to Instant Gratification

Sharing Nuggets of Wine Truths, Tasting Axioms and Useful Corollaries

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

Visit 
TheExaminerNews.com 

and click on Puzzles  
at the top of the  

homepage to play  
today's crossword!
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 122016
ADOPTION
Fun Crazy Loving Couple Seeking to 
Adopt Baby. Husband Chef Wife Teach-
er. Top US Schools. Dogs Beach Sun Flip 
Flops. 631-432-5591 or www.debraand-
jeffreyadopt.com

Loving family hoping to grow through 
adoption. We promise to always be lov-
ing, supportive and caring. Please call/
text Annie & Mike at 315-289-6724.

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver 
Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics 
Etc., Call Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

CA$H BUYER, Old Comic Books 10c 
to 35c covers, also Guns, Gold Coins. I 
travel to you and Buy EVERYTHING 
YOU have! Call Brian 1-800-617-3551

FOR RENT
4BR, 2.5BTH House in Chappaqua 
Schools. Fully renovated with new 
kitchen, appliances, bathrooms. - $3200. 
Also fully renovated 3 BR Apartment 
in Chappaqua Schools - $2,500.   4 Car 
GARAGES, open bays - $1,000 (or $250 
each). - 917-328-2420

HELP WANTED
STYLIST WANTED, MAN OR WOM-
AN, Following preferred, for a growing 
salon in Katonah.  914-232-5201

WAITRESS WANTED for White Plains 
Bar & Resturant Lunch 11am-3pm Mon. 
- Fr. Call 914-421-1451

BUNGE GLOBAL MARKETS, INC. 
seeks a full-time Manager, Strategic Plan-
ning and Business Analysis (Resource 
Allocation) in White Plains, New York to 
be responsible for assisting in developing 
and driving the company’s management 
and value chain reporting in order to 
facilitate operational optimization deci-
sions.  Duties include: assisting with the 
creation, maintenance, and distribution 
of Bunge Global Agribusiness’s (“BGA”) 
internal financial reports, including fore-
casts (EBIT, capex, OPWC/gross debt) 
and monthly and annual reporting pack-
ages; reporting and reconciling the com-
mercial results for grains and oilseeds 
commodities; coordinating with and 
supporting all parties regarding the Hy-
perion Financial Management (HFM) 

hierarchies; working with the company’s 
Finance, Operations, Risk, and Product 
lines to establish performance metrics, 
generate, analyze and report on metrics, 
and meet the automating and integrat-
ing information needs of the company; 
preparing presentations and other analy-
sis for business and commercial review, 
AG Directors, ExCo and Board meet-
ings; drafting a monthly Segment letter 
from the CEO; supporting the strategic 
plan process by coordinating the plan 
development of BGA’s various product 
lines and managing the capex prioritiza-
tion process; support the periodic review 
of risk capital limits and participating 
in the review of the company’s capital 
projects and Mergers and Acquisitions.  
The position requires a Master’s degree 
in Business Administration, Finance or 
Economics or closely related field and 2 
years of experience as a Business Analyst 
or in a Financial Planning and Analy-
sis role in the Agribusiness industry to 
include 2 years of experience with con-
solidating strategic and business plans; 
ensuring capital investments are in com-
pliance with policies and regulations; 
analyzing monthly forecast  including 
P&L, capex, balance sheets, and cash 
flow forecasts and familiarity with finan-
cial systems such as HFM. Apply online 
at http://www2.apply2jobs.com/bunge, 
requisition code: 16-3606.

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF EX-
ECUCARE SOLUTIONS, LLC.  Arts 
of Org filed with the Secy of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 10/14/2016.  Office loc: West-
chester.  SSNY designated as agent upon 
whom process may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail a copy of any process against 
the LLC to: LEGALINC CORPORATE 
SERVICES INC., 1967 Wehrle Drive, 
Suite1-086, Buffalo, NY 14221.  Pur-
pose:  Any lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF PE-
TER SONNENBERG , LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 08/08/16. Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Peter Sonnenberg 1133 
Pleasantville Road Briarcliff Manor 
NY 10510. Purpose: any lawful act or 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
THERAQUEST LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion were filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 10/25/2016. Office lo-
cation: Westchester County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of the process to: The LLC, 444 
E Boston Post Road, Mamaroneck, New 
York 10543, principle business location 
of the LLC. Purpose: any lawful business 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF DI-
ABETIC SWEETS OR SYDELLES 
SWEETS. Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on October 24, 2016. Office lo-
cation: Westchester County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent upon whom process may 
be served and shall mail process to:16 
Scenic Drive, South Salem, NY 10590. 
Purpose: Any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIM-
ITED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). 
NAME: SKYHOOK PRODUCTIONS 
LLC. Articles of Organization were filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 11/01/2016.  Office location: 
Westchester County. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of process to: The LLC, 
215 Loring Avenue, Pelham, New York 
10803, principal business location of 
the LLC. Purpose: any lawful business 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF BUSI-
NESS CONCIERGE UNLIMITED, 
LLC. Articles of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on October 21, 2016.  Office in West-
chester County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to:  600 Mamaroneck 
Avenue, Harrison, NY 10528.  Purpose:  
Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MOST 
AND CO PRODUCTIONS LLC. Arts 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 11/17/16. Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to principal business address: 
Michael Wong, 2 Pell Place, Pelham, 
New York 10803. Purpose: any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF T.C. 
INVESTIGATIONS, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with the SSNY on 
October 17, 2016. Office location: West-
chester County, New York. The SSNY 
is designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
The SSNY shall mail a copy of any pro-
cess accepted on behalf of the LLC 
served upon him or her to: 103 Skyview 
Lane, New Rochelle, N.Y. 10804. Pur-
pose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF UN-
DERSTORY BREWING LLC filed Arts. 
of Org. with Secretary of State of NY 
(SSNY) on November 22, 2016, pursuant 
to Sec. 203 of the NY LLC Law.  Office 
Location: Westchester County.  Principal 
Business Location:  Understory Brewing 
LLC, 13 Rick Lane, Cortlandt Manor, 
NY 10567.  Secretary of State is desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom 

process may be served and the SSNY 
shall forward process to Understory 
Brewing LLC, c/o Corporate Filings of 
New York, 90 State Street, Suite 700, 
Office 40, Albany, NY  12207.  Purpose: 
any lawful business purpose for which 
LLCs may be organized under the law.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF PEEK-
SKILL HOLDINGS LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization filed with Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on July 26, 2016. 
Office in Westchester County.  SSNY 
has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail process to: 
Brendon Fitzgerald, 741 Shenandoah 
Ave., Peekskill, NY 10566. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LE-
ONE LLC. Art.of Org. filed with NY 
Secy of State (SSNY) on 11/30/16. Office  
location : Westchester County. SSNY is 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to :  9 Cedar St. Tuck-
ahoe. NY 10707. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HARD-
BALL CONSULTING LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with the Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 11/01/2016. Office loc: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent upon whom 
process may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
15 Bank St. #102A, White Plains, NY 
10606. Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of Kids 
in Sports II LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with SSNY on 07/11/16.  Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
1420 Second Avenue, New York, New  
York, 10021. Purpose:  Any lawful act 
or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SIL-
VER RUSH PRODUCTIONS, LLC. 
ARTS Of ORG filed with Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 12/05/2016. Office 
Location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: c/o United States Corpora-
tion Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Avenue, 
Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ANDY 
ROBLES LLC/A ROBLES LLC RE-
CENTLY WITH IRS. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on September 8th, 
2016. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 

continued on next page
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On November 19, Carmel Police 
arrested a 29-year-old Mahopac woman 
after she was stopped for making an illegal 
left turn out of one of the shopping plazas 
in town. She was charged with Aggravated 
Unlicensed Operation in the 3rd Degree, 
a misdemeanor, and Unlicensed Operator 
and Disobeyed Traffic Control Device, 
both violations. She was released on her 
own recognizance pending a future court 
date.

On November 21, Carmel Police 
arrested a 22-year-old Bronx man after 
he was stopped for making an illegal left 
turn out of one of the shopping plazas in 
town. He was charged with Aggravated 
Unlicensed Operation in the 3rd Degree, 
a misdemeanor, and Unlicensed Operator 
and Disobeyed Traffic Control Device, 
both violations. He was released on his 
own recognizance pending a future court 
date.

On November 21, Carmel Police 
arrested a 28-year-old Mahopac man 
after he was stopped for speeding. 
He was charged with Aggravated 
Unlicensed Operation in the 3rd Degree, 
a misdemeanor, and Speed in Zone and 
Unlicensed Operator, both violations. He 

was released on his own recognizance 
pending a future court date.

On November 22, Carmel Police 
arrested Felix Betancourt, 44, of 
Waterbury, CT after he was stopped by 
the Putnam County Sheriff ’s Department 
for traffic violations and it was discovered 
that he had an active Arrest Warrant out 
of the Carmel Court. He was arraigned 
by a judge and remanded to the Putnam 
County Correctional Facility on $500 
cash/bond.

On November 22, Carmel Police 
arrested Jason Fell, 43, of Mahopac after 
he was stopped for speeding and a vehicle 
search resulted in heroin and hypodermic 
needles being located in the vehicle. He 
was charged with Criminal Possession of 
a Controlled Substance in the 7th Degree 
and Criminal Possession of a Hypodermic 
Instrument. He was released on his own 
recognizance pending a future court date.

On November 23, Carmel Police 
arrested Stephen Zasso, 33, of Lake 
Carmel after he turned himself in on an 
active Bench Warrant out of the Carmel 
Court for Failure to Appear. He was 
arraigned by a judge and released on his 
own recognizance pending a future court 

date.
On November 26, Carmel Police 

arrested a 19-year-old Mahopac man 
after he was located in a vehicle in a town 
park after it had closed. He was charged 
with Unlawful Possession of Marihuana, 
a violation. He was released on his own 
recognizance pending a future court date.

On November 27, Carmel Police 
arrested a 28-year-old New York City 
woman after she was stopped for making 
an illegal left turn out of one of the 
shopping plazas in town. She was charged 
with Aggravated Unlicensed Operation 
in the 3rd Degree, a misdemeanor, and 
Unlicensed Operator and Disobeyed 
Traffic Control Device, both violations. 
She was released on her own recognizance 
pending a future court date.

On November 28, Carmel Police 
arrested a 28-year-old Mahopac man 
after he was stopped for speeding. 
He was charged with Aggravated 
Unlicensed Operation in the 3rd Degree, 
a misdemeanor, and Speed in Zone, 
Uninspected Motor Vehicle, Unregistered 
Motor Vehicle, Windshield Equipment 
Violation, and Drove Left of Pavement 
Markings, all violations. He was released 

on his own recognizance pending a future 
court date.

On December 2, Carmel Police arrested 
Matthew Pafundi, 34, of Mahopac after 
he was stopped by the New York State 
Police and it was discovered that he 
had an active Arrest Warrant out of the 
Carmel Court. He was arraigned by 
a judge and remanded to the Putnam 
County Correctional Facility on $1,500 
cash/$1,500 bond.

On December 11, Carmel Police 
arrested a 32-year-old Mahopac woman 
after she was located in a vehicle in an 
apartment complex in the town. She was 
charged with Unlawful Possession of 
Marihuana, a violation. She was released 
on her own recognizance pending a 
future court date.

On December 12, Carmel Police 
arrested a 20-year-old Mahopac woman 
after she was involved in a property 
damage automobile accident and officers 
recovered marihuana from her vehicle 
during the investigation. She was charged 
with Unlawful Possession of Marihuana, 
a violation. She was released on her own 
recognizance pending a future court

Carmel Police Department Blotter

EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 122016
continued from previous page

be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 17 
Limerick St., Stamford, CT 06902. Pur-
pose: Landscaping and hardscaping.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

ACTIVE ADULTS (AGES 55+):  Tired 
of living alone? Want to share your house 
(or someone else’s) in upper Westches-
ter? Join the Cohousing Exchange: 
www.cohousingexchange.com.  Home-
owners and housemates welcome. Credit 
& background checks req’d.

REAL ESTATE
ABANDONED FARM! 26 acres! 
$49,900 Gorgeous acreage with views, 
nice pond, in a Perfect country setting! 
Quiet town road with utilities! EZ terms! 
888-905-8847

LENDER ORDERED SALE! 39 acres 
assessed value- $95,700 Available now 
for $89,900! Catskill Mountain views, 
woods, fields, apple trees, great hunting! 
3 hrs NY City! Owner terms! 888-479-
3394

SCHOOLS/TRAINING
O.S.H.A. 10 Hr. Outreach COMPLI-
ANCE SAFETY TRAINING CON-
STRUCTION (IN ENGLISH) HELD 
AT THE ELKS LODGE #2101 RT. 
22 Brewster or company facility’s Put-
nam, Westchester, Duchess, CT Must 
pre- Register 845-743-5324 EMAIL-
macarcich@gmail.com Authorized Out-
reached trainer #1285-C0100219

TUTORING
WHY HIRE TWO TUTORS? Algebra, 
Chem., Bio, Earth Science. 15 years of 
experience in multi schools req. West-
chester Community College Senior Tu-
tor. Your home or mine (914) 525-8966.

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AAR-
ON AT 914-654-1683

To Place a Classified Ad Call 
914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next week’s publication

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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Art: 
Michael Mendel’s “Unframed” 

watercolors are currently featured in the 
Third Floor Gallery at Mahopac Library.  
This exhibit will remain on display 
through December 29, 2016, and can be 
viewed during regular Library hours.

6th grade students from Mahopac 
Middle School have created Pre-historic 
cave drawings based on images they 
studied in their art classes.  The resulting 
artwork is currently on display in the 
Young Arts Gallery at Mahopac Library.

Wednesday, December 21
Drop In Holiday Craft at Kent 

Library. 4:30 p.m. -5: 30 p.m.   Make a 
lovely holiday ornament for your home, 
while supplies last! .   This is a drop in 
event.  One ornament per person. No 
registration required. The library is 
located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes

Better Reads Book Club at Kent 
Library Members Accepted: The Better 
Reads Book Club was formed to bring 
together about ten readers who enjoy 
contemporary literature and want to 
share their interests with others. We take 
turns to select the next month’s read and 
meet to discuss the selection on the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at 11 a.m. 
The selections range from science fiction 
to politics, the only criteria is that it be 
less than 500 pages and be a cut above 
Danielle Steel. We have room for 1-2 
more members.  Please go to KentLibrary.
org and register on their calendar for that 
date if you are interested in joining us.

Sunday, December 25
Christmas Luncheon at St Lawrence 

O’Tool:  St Lawrence O’Toole Church in 
Brewster will be hosting a free Christmas 
Luncheon 2 p.m., after the 12:30 p.m. 
Mass. The luncheon will bring people 
together to celebrate the joy of Christmas 
with fellowship, a meal and caroling in 
the Parish Center Cafeteria - 31 Prospect 

Street, Brewster.  845-279-2021.

Monday, December 26 
Menorah Lighting in Brewster:  

Chabad of Putnam is pleased to announce 
a community Menorah Lighting in 
Brewster.  5:30 p.m. The menorah will be 
located on the corner of Routes 6, 22, and 
202, (near Brewster Ford 1024 NY-22, 
Brewster, NY) The festivities will include 
a menorah lighting, hot latkes and cider. 
For more local Chanukah activities visit 
www.PutnamChabad.org.

Tuesday, December 27
Annual Menorah Lighting:  As part 

of its Holiday on the Lake festivities, 
the Hamlet of Carmel Civic Association 
(HCCA). 5 p.m. The holiday celebration 
will be greatly enhanced this year with an 
amazing FIRE JUGGLING SHOW.  Rabbi 
Avi Korer of Chabad of Putnam County 
will preside over this Chanukah festival 
ceremony with singing and refreshments.  
The menorah will be located on the shore 
of Lake Gleneida, at the intersection 
of Routes 6 and 52 (opposite the Reed 
Memorial Library), and the public is 
invited to come help us celebrate. The fire 
juggling show will begin at 5:00pm and 
the menorah lighting ceremony will begin 
at 5:30pm. For more local Chanukah 
activities visit www.PutnamChabad.
org.  For more information about the 
HCCA, visit their website at www.
carmelcivicassoc.org.

Samantha: An American Girl Holiday 
Movie at the Kent Library. Join us at the 
Kent Public Library for our Holiday Movie 
Series 2:30 p.m-4 p.m. We’re showing 
Samantha : An American Girl Holiday! 
This television film is based on the 
American Girl children’s books written 
by Susan S. Adler and Valerie Tripp. The 
film follows young, wealthy Samantha 
Parkington’s adventures with three poor 
orphan girls.Enjoy popcorn while you 
watch!  Registration is not required.  The 
library is located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, 
Kent Lakes. 

Magic Tree House Book Club:  Magic 
Tree House Book Club at the Kent Public 
Library.  4:30 p.m.-5:15 p.m. We’ll be 
discussing “Blizzard of the Blue Moon” by 
Mary Pope Osborne. Travel through time 
and explore history with Jack and Annie 
on their many adventures.We will discuss 
the book, learn more about the time they 
travel to and enjoy making a craft.  This 
program is open to those in 1st, 2nd & 3rd 
grades.  Registration is required.  You may 
register for the program by going to www.
kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent Public 
Library at 845-225-8585.  The library is 
located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes, 

Wednesday, December 28 
Menorah Lighting in Cold Spring: 

Chabad of Putnam is pleased to announce 
a community Menorah Lighting in Cold 
Spring. 6 pm. The menorah will be located 
at the end of Main Street (near Cold 
Spring Depot.) The festivities will include 
a menorah lighting, hot latkes and cider. 
For more local Chanukah activities visit 
www.PutnamChabad.org.

Wednesday, December 28
STEAM Fair – Vacation fun at 

Mahopac Public Library!  2 p.m.-4 
p.m. Join us at our STEAM Fair and 
have fun learning Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Art, and Math.  For ages 4 
and up; registration is required.  Register 
online at www.mahopaclibrary.org, or call 
845-628-2009, ext 100. The STEAM Fair 
is sponsored by the Friends of Mahopac 
Public Library.

My Doll & Me Tea Party at Kent 
Library:  2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.  Bring 
your favorite doll and enjoy making a 
craft, playing a game and some tasty 
treats!  This party is for children ages 6- 10 
(and their dolls). Registration is required.  
Space is limited.  You may register for the 
program by going to www.kentlibrary.
org or calling the Kent Public Library at 
845-225-8585.  The library is located at 17 
Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes. 

Friday, December 30 
Happy Noon Year:  Not everyone can 

stay up to celebrate New Years at midnight, 
so we’ll be having a Happy Noon Year 
party.  Kent Public Library, 11:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.  Hear a story about New Years, 
make party crowns and countdown to 
noon!  We’ll also enjoy festive snacks! For 
ages 4 to 6 - registration is required.   You 
may register for the program by going to 
www.kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent 
Public Library at 845-225-8585.  The 
library is located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, 
Kent Lakes. 

Crossword
Answers

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49

  December 20 - December 26, 2016                                                                                                     SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                                                                                             SPORTS SECTION

Mahopac junior G Noelle Hall (R) and the Indians failed to stop a six-game slide in a 67-59 loss to Somers F Marc Maestri (L) and the host Tuskers in Friday’s opening round of  the 21st annual Michael DePaoli 
Memorial Tournament. Somers went on to lose the finals to Yorktown while Mahopac’s consolation game with Putnam Valley was cancelled due to weather-related conditions... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook
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No Yuletide 
for Mahopac 

in Somers 
Holiday Hoops 

Tourney

Indians 
Can’t 
Deck 

the Hall!
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Yorktown King of Hill at Somers; Sailors Crowned, Too
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

I’ll tell you who would have been proud 
of the combatants in the 21st annual 
Michael DePaoli Memorial Basketball 
Tournament at Somers High over the 
weekend; Mike DePaoli, that’s who. A 
classy coach cut from old-school cloth, 
DePaoli got the most out of his Tusker 
teams back when this scribe was cutting 
his teeth in the wee-90s as a cub reporter 
with the now-defunct North County 
News (and, yes, I do take great joy in the 
defunct part).

DePaoli, who also taught P.E. for 
nearly 30 years and served as Somers 
High AD, liked to roll up his sleeves and 
battle Yorktown High, just as much as 
current Somers Coach Chris DiCintio 
did last Saturday when the Tuskers and 
the Huskers traded punches like the two 
prized districts they are until Yorktown 
seized control in the fourth quarter of a 
48-38 win to improve to 6-0.

Somers, still finding its hoops mojo 
after winning the NYS football and soccer 
championships, fell to 2-1; having worked 
a 67-59 victory over Mahopac in the 
opening round. Yorktown knocked off 
a young and feisty Putnam Valley team, 
40-35, in its opening round win of the 
tournament.

Yorktown captain Solomon Barer made 
the win over Somers his mission. Playing 

perhaps his finest varsity game, the senior 
MVP of the tourney went for 19 points, 

grabbed eight boards, dished four 
assists and added three swipes in a 
complete effort. Husker F Tanner 
Dyslin had command of the paint 
with eight points and 14 rebounds 
to secure and All-Tourney nod. 
Somers frosh Gio Tradito led the 
Tuskers with 11 points.

So, that pretty much ensures that 
Yorktown will enter the New Year as 
the lead dog on the NWE/Putnam 
region hoops sled, which won’t 
amount to a hill of beans when the 
league slate tees off in early January. 
Still, the Huskers, after this vibrant 
start, must be thinking one thing 
deep down in their collective soul: 
(in my best chant) County Center 
for the first time since 2009!

Husker Coach Kevin Downes 
wasn’t about to go there, but he 
does believe this Yorktown team 
might have enough to be among the 
forces to be reckoned with in Class 
AA, which is still Mount Vernons to 
lose.

“Anytime you can beat your rival 
you have to be happy,” Downes 
said. “When you beat them for a 
tournament title, it's even better. 
It's always tough to win at Somers, 
so I'm happy for my kids. They 
really showed a lot of toughness 

and played very well 
defensively. Anytime 
you can hold Somers 
to 38 points you have 
to be pleased with the 
defensive effort.

We have been 
very balanced this 
year. We've gotten 
contributions from 
many people. Tanner 
and Marc have been 
great but Sol and 
Severino have also 
come up big. The 
contributions from 
Kyle Casey have also 
been tremendous. 
James Lunberg, 
Tommy Weaver, 
Joe Sgobbo and 
Madison Cora have 
also provided great 
minutes.  

“This team can 
grind out a win in 
a defensive battle 
but can also play 
up-tempo,” Downes 
added. “We are still a 
young team and playing so many 
road games this early should help 
down the road. This could be a 
special group but there's is still a 

long way to go.”
In the opening round of the Somers 

tournament, Yorktown barely survived 
a 40-35 win over a game Putnam 
Valley club that is chock-full-of-
youth. Playing four sophomores for 
major junctions of the game, Put 
Valley held the lead for three-plus 
quarters until the Huskers seized 
control in the final seven minutes.

Yorktown scored just four first-
quarter points but got a big lift 
from sixth-man Kyle Casey, who 
did a lot of yeoman's work with 12 
boards, fives swipes and four points. 
Yorktown senior F Tanner Dyslin 
came up big in the fourth, scoring 
six of his 12 points to go with 11 
caroms. Junior G Marc Spinelli (10 
points, four rebounds, four assists) 
was pretty active.

Put Valley sophomore swingman 
Darnel Shillingford knocked down 
a game-high 17 points and drew 
the praise of Husker Coach Kevin 
Downes.

"That kid is very tough," Downes 
said. "We were due for a stinker, and I 
definitely think our kids looked past 
Put Valley, but (Shillingford) made 
us pay for that."

PV Coach Mike McDonnell was 
pleased with the way his Tigers (1-4) 
competed with a unbeaten, veteran 

outfit like Yorktown, which was 4-0 
entering the game.

"I was happy to see our young kids 
compete and really get after it defensively 
against a really good team like Yorktown 
tonight," said McDonnell, now in his 
fourth year at Put Valley, the 2016 
Section 1 Class B runnerup with two 

championship appearances in four years. 
“We didn’t back down, not for one second. 
We know we need to develop a second 
consistent scorer to compliment Darnel 
and we’re working on getting better each 
day. I really like this group.”

Neither did MAHOPAC (1-6) in the 
opening round against Somers, thanks 
in part to a 25-point game from senior G 

Andrew Ryan, who went shot for shot with 
Bicknese (20 points). Starting to look like 
it could a long year at Mahopac, where the 
Indians reached four consecutive Class 
AA Final 4’s from 2011-14, if they don’t 
find a way to stop this six-game slide…
DEEP CHUCKS

HEN HUD’s Dylan Fraser and his 
teammates will never forget their beloved 
buddy, Jack McGuire, the former Hen Hud 

student, who passed away 
from Leukemia in 2007. Fraser 
seemed to have found some 
sort of divine intervention last 
Friday in the opening round 
of the Hendrick Hudson 
Varsity Club’s Jack McGuire 
Holiday Tournament, which 
honors the spirit and spunk of 
McGuire. 

Fraser hit a school record 
eight 3-pointers, a mark 
previously held by himself, 
Mike Smith, Kyle Monk, JJ 
Hill and Seth Heaton. He 
finished with a game-high 
28 points, including a trey 
to open the first and second 
half, to beat visiting Irvington, 
54-53, and advance to the 
finals where the Sailors went 
on to defeat Valhalla, 49-47, 
behind an MVP performance 
from Fraser (15 points). All-
tourney choice Jack Attinelly 
had 13 points and hit the 
winning 3-point shot at end 
of game, plus a key steal on 
following play to seal the 

game. Dan Maloney (7 points) won the 
Sportsmanship honor.

Coach Hirsch suspects this weekend 
will help nudge the Sailors to realize their 
potential this season.

“I really love working with these guys,” 
Coach Hirsch said. “They showed so much 
grit in our tournament and fought so hard 

to honor Jack McGuire and 
the McGuire family. We 
started off against Valhalla 
in a hole; they shot the 
ball very well and went on 
a big run (18-0). Our guys 
didn't panic, they stuck 
to the schedule, and they 
stayed positive with each 
other. It was an emotional 
weekend and our message 
for our tournament was 
to play with a fiery, but 
controlled, passion and to 
show everyone how much 
we love playing together 
and how important the 
McGuire Tournament is to 
our program; win or lose, 
their effort and energy 
showed just that.

“I think this team has 
great potential,” the coach 
added of the Sailors (4-2), 

“and I think they are working hard to 
try and reach whatever the ceiling is and 
break through it. I don't know where we 
will end up: But of course, we want to 
go as far as we possibly can. Our focus 
is just to continue to get better, correct 
the mistakes we make, and make our 
strengths stronger.”

The Sailors are on course to do just 
that…

CROTON’s Charlie Goldberg was said 

to be quite impressive behind 
career-high 35 points in the 
Tigers’ 55-51 win at Dobbs 
Ferry. The senior guard is 
hoping to take the Tigers back 
to the County Center for the 
first time since 2012. Croton-
Harmon also defeated O'Neill 
59-39 in the opening round of 
the Mayclim Tournament, one 
of the longest running tourneys 
around. Goldberg (18 points, 
5 assists), Miles Ackerman 
(11 points, 8 rebounds) and 
Rory Parker (15 points, 4 
rebounds) led the way as the 
Tigers advanced to the finals 
where Croton defeated Class 
AA Carmel, 57-48, to win 
Mayclim Tournament.

Goldberg (21 points, 3 
assists) secured MVP while 
Ackerman (8 points, 10 
boards) was named All-
Tournament. Sean Macarchuk 
dropped a career-high 16 
points while Graham Webster 
(8 points, 8 rebounds) was a 
big factor. Parker added four 
points.

“It was a great day to be a Tiger,” first-
year Coach Ben Martucci said.

VALHALLA Coach Mike Auerbach 
came back to reign supreme against his 
old stompings when the former Panas 
player and coach eked out a 51-50 victory 
in the first round of the Jack McGuire 

Holiday Tournament…
PANAS G Brandon Ramos had 18 

points and five rebounds for the Panthers 
(3-3) in the 46-32 consy win over Irvington 
in the Hen Hud tourney, but we were kind 
of hoping Panas had what it would take to 
reach the finals here…

LAKELAND (2-4) suffered a 
worrisome 22-point loss to Nyack and 
dropped its fourth game in five tries…

CARMEL (3-4) squeaked past Class 

B Dobbs Ferry, 54-52, behind a career-
high 19 points from sophomore Shane 
McNerney, but fell to Class B Croton, so 
this is problematic… 

CHSAA Notes: Kennedy Catholic 
beat Cathedral, 66-30, on the strength 
of AJ Morales’ 21 points and five assists. 

Aaron Davis (14 points) and Jaz Burton (6 
points, 10 boards) had big games as well. 
Against Sacred Heart, JFK lost a thriller, 
58-56. JFK was down by 18 points with 
6:30 left when Morales scored 14 of his 
in the second half. He hit two clutch free 
throws to tie the game with 56 seconds 
left to play, but the Gaels could not hold 
on. Justin Parker added 19 and four steals. 

Somers junior G Lorenzo Bicknese goes up for shot against 
defense of  Mahopac’s Zack Puckhaber in Tusker win over 
Indians.

Yorktown senior MVP Sol Barer drives lane against 
defense from PV’s Brandon Guerra in Huskers win over 
Tigers last Thursday.

Yorktown junior Marc Spinelli challenges Put Valley F Darnel 
Shillingford in Huskers’ 40-35 win over Tigers in Somers tourney.

Put Valley soph Darnel Shillingford drives paint against 
Yorktown senior Matt Severino in Tigers loss to Huskers.

RAY GALLAGHER/BOB CASTNER PHOTOS

Putnam Valley sophomore G Ryan Soto tries to drive on Yorktown 
junior G Marc Spinelli in Tigers’ 40-35 loss to Huskers Thursday. Somers G Matt Pires takes shot against strong defense of  

Mahopac soph Zack Puckhaber in Tuskers’ win over Indians.

Yorktown G Marc Spinelli leaves a wake of  fallen Tuskers in his path in Huskers’ tourney title win over 
Somers.

Every Panas hoops coach since 1981; Dave Greiner, Pistol Pete 
Kelly & Shawn Sullivan in attendance at Hen Hud tourney.

continued on page 31
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Yorktown King of Hill at Somers; Sailors Crowned, Too
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

I’ll tell you who would have been proud 
of the combatants in the 21st annual 
Michael DePaoli Memorial Basketball 
Tournament at Somers High over the 
weekend; Mike DePaoli, that’s who. A 
classy coach cut from old-school cloth, 
DePaoli got the most out of his Tusker 
teams back when this scribe was cutting 
his teeth in the wee-90s as a cub reporter 
with the now-defunct North County 
News (and, yes, I do take great joy in the 
defunct part).

DePaoli, who also taught P.E. for 
nearly 30 years and served as Somers 
High AD, liked to roll up his sleeves and 
battle Yorktown High, just as much as 
current Somers Coach Chris DiCintio 
did last Saturday when the Tuskers and 
the Huskers traded punches like the two 
prized districts they are until Yorktown 
seized control in the fourth quarter of a 
48-38 win to improve to 6-0.

Somers, still finding its hoops mojo 
after winning the NYS football and soccer 
championships, fell to 2-1; having worked 
a 67-59 victory over Mahopac in the 
opening round. Yorktown knocked off 
a young and feisty Putnam Valley team, 
40-35, in its opening round win of the 
tournament.

Yorktown captain Solomon Barer made 
the win over Somers his mission. Playing 

perhaps his finest varsity game, the senior 
MVP of the tourney went for 19 points, 

grabbed eight boards, dished four 
assists and added three swipes in a 
complete effort. Husker F Tanner 
Dyslin had command of the paint 
with eight points and 14 rebounds 
to secure and All-Tourney nod. 
Somers frosh Gio Tradito led the 
Tuskers with 11 points.

So, that pretty much ensures that 
Yorktown will enter the New Year as 
the lead dog on the NWE/Putnam 
region hoops sled, which won’t 
amount to a hill of beans when the 
league slate tees off in early January. 
Still, the Huskers, after this vibrant 
start, must be thinking one thing 
deep down in their collective soul: 
(in my best chant) County Center 
for the first time since 2009!

Husker Coach Kevin Downes 
wasn’t about to go there, but he 
does believe this Yorktown team 
might have enough to be among the 
forces to be reckoned with in Class 
AA, which is still Mount Vernons to 
lose.

“Anytime you can beat your rival 
you have to be happy,” Downes 
said. “When you beat them for a 
tournament title, it's even better. 
It's always tough to win at Somers, 
so I'm happy for my kids. They 
really showed a lot of toughness 

and played very well 
defensively. Anytime 
you can hold Somers 
to 38 points you have 
to be pleased with the 
defensive effort.

We have been 
very balanced this 
year. We've gotten 
contributions from 
many people. Tanner 
and Marc have been 
great but Sol and 
Severino have also 
come up big. The 
contributions from 
Kyle Casey have also 
been tremendous. 
James Lunberg, 
Tommy Weaver, 
Joe Sgobbo and 
Madison Cora have 
also provided great 
minutes.  

“This team can 
grind out a win in 
a defensive battle 
but can also play 
up-tempo,” Downes 
added. “We are still a 
young team and playing so many 
road games this early should help 
down the road. This could be a 
special group but there's is still a 

long way to go.”
In the opening round of the Somers 

tournament, Yorktown barely survived 
a 40-35 win over a game Putnam 
Valley club that is chock-full-of-
youth. Playing four sophomores for 
major junctions of the game, Put 
Valley held the lead for three-plus 
quarters until the Huskers seized 
control in the final seven minutes.

Yorktown scored just four first-
quarter points but got a big lift 
from sixth-man Kyle Casey, who 
did a lot of yeoman's work with 12 
boards, fives swipes and four points. 
Yorktown senior F Tanner Dyslin 
came up big in the fourth, scoring 
six of his 12 points to go with 11 
caroms. Junior G Marc Spinelli (10 
points, four rebounds, four assists) 
was pretty active.

Put Valley sophomore swingman 
Darnel Shillingford knocked down 
a game-high 17 points and drew 
the praise of Husker Coach Kevin 
Downes.

"That kid is very tough," Downes 
said. "We were due for a stinker, and I 
definitely think our kids looked past 
Put Valley, but (Shillingford) made 
us pay for that."

PV Coach Mike McDonnell was 
pleased with the way his Tigers (1-4) 
competed with a unbeaten, veteran 

outfit like Yorktown, which was 4-0 
entering the game.

"I was happy to see our young kids 
compete and really get after it defensively 
against a really good team like Yorktown 
tonight," said McDonnell, now in his 
fourth year at Put Valley, the 2016 
Section 1 Class B runnerup with two 

championship appearances in four years. 
“We didn’t back down, not for one second. 
We know we need to develop a second 
consistent scorer to compliment Darnel 
and we’re working on getting better each 
day. I really like this group.”

Neither did MAHOPAC (1-6) in the 
opening round against Somers, thanks 
in part to a 25-point game from senior G 

Andrew Ryan, who went shot for shot with 
Bicknese (20 points). Starting to look like 
it could a long year at Mahopac, where the 
Indians reached four consecutive Class 
AA Final 4’s from 2011-14, if they don’t 
find a way to stop this six-game slide…
DEEP CHUCKS

HEN HUD’s Dylan Fraser and his 
teammates will never forget their beloved 
buddy, Jack McGuire, the former Hen Hud 

student, who passed away 
from Leukemia in 2007. Fraser 
seemed to have found some 
sort of divine intervention last 
Friday in the opening round 
of the Hendrick Hudson 
Varsity Club’s Jack McGuire 
Holiday Tournament, which 
honors the spirit and spunk of 
McGuire. 

Fraser hit a school record 
eight 3-pointers, a mark 
previously held by himself, 
Mike Smith, Kyle Monk, JJ 
Hill and Seth Heaton. He 
finished with a game-high 
28 points, including a trey 
to open the first and second 
half, to beat visiting Irvington, 
54-53, and advance to the 
finals where the Sailors went 
on to defeat Valhalla, 49-47, 
behind an MVP performance 
from Fraser (15 points). All-
tourney choice Jack Attinelly 
had 13 points and hit the 
winning 3-point shot at end 
of game, plus a key steal on 
following play to seal the 

game. Dan Maloney (7 points) won the 
Sportsmanship honor.

Coach Hirsch suspects this weekend 
will help nudge the Sailors to realize their 
potential this season.

“I really love working with these guys,” 
Coach Hirsch said. “They showed so much 
grit in our tournament and fought so hard 

to honor Jack McGuire and 
the McGuire family. We 
started off against Valhalla 
in a hole; they shot the 
ball very well and went on 
a big run (18-0). Our guys 
didn't panic, they stuck 
to the schedule, and they 
stayed positive with each 
other. It was an emotional 
weekend and our message 
for our tournament was 
to play with a fiery, but 
controlled, passion and to 
show everyone how much 
we love playing together 
and how important the 
McGuire Tournament is to 
our program; win or lose, 
their effort and energy 
showed just that.

“I think this team has 
great potential,” the coach 
added of the Sailors (4-2), 

“and I think they are working hard to 
try and reach whatever the ceiling is and 
break through it. I don't know where we 
will end up: But of course, we want to 
go as far as we possibly can. Our focus 
is just to continue to get better, correct 
the mistakes we make, and make our 
strengths stronger.”

The Sailors are on course to do just 
that…

CROTON’s Charlie Goldberg was said 

to be quite impressive behind 
career-high 35 points in the 
Tigers’ 55-51 win at Dobbs 
Ferry. The senior guard is 
hoping to take the Tigers back 
to the County Center for the 
first time since 2012. Croton-
Harmon also defeated O'Neill 
59-39 in the opening round of 
the Mayclim Tournament, one 
of the longest running tourneys 
around. Goldberg (18 points, 
5 assists), Miles Ackerman 
(11 points, 8 rebounds) and 
Rory Parker (15 points, 4 
rebounds) led the way as the 
Tigers advanced to the finals 
where Croton defeated Class 
AA Carmel, 57-48, to win 
Mayclim Tournament.

Goldberg (21 points, 3 
assists) secured MVP while 
Ackerman (8 points, 10 
boards) was named All-
Tournament. Sean Macarchuk 
dropped a career-high 16 
points while Graham Webster 
(8 points, 8 rebounds) was a 
big factor. Parker added four 
points.

“It was a great day to be a Tiger,” first-
year Coach Ben Martucci said.

VALHALLA Coach Mike Auerbach 
came back to reign supreme against his 
old stompings when the former Panas 
player and coach eked out a 51-50 victory 
in the first round of the Jack McGuire 

Holiday Tournament…
PANAS G Brandon Ramos had 18 

points and five rebounds for the Panthers 
(3-3) in the 46-32 consy win over Irvington 
in the Hen Hud tourney, but we were kind 
of hoping Panas had what it would take to 
reach the finals here…

LAKELAND (2-4) suffered a 
worrisome 22-point loss to Nyack and 
dropped its fourth game in five tries…

CARMEL (3-4) squeaked past Class 

B Dobbs Ferry, 54-52, behind a career-
high 19 points from sophomore Shane 
McNerney, but fell to Class B Croton, so 
this is problematic… 

CHSAA Notes: Kennedy Catholic 
beat Cathedral, 66-30, on the strength 
of AJ Morales’ 21 points and five assists. 

Aaron Davis (14 points) and Jaz Burton (6 
points, 10 boards) had big games as well. 
Against Sacred Heart, JFK lost a thriller, 
58-56. JFK was down by 18 points with 
6:30 left when Morales scored 14 of his 
in the second half. He hit two clutch free 
throws to tie the game with 56 seconds 
left to play, but the Gaels could not hold 
on. Justin Parker added 19 and four steals. 

Somers junior G Lorenzo Bicknese goes up for shot against 
defense of  Mahopac’s Zack Puckhaber in Tusker win over 
Indians.

Yorktown senior MVP Sol Barer drives lane against 
defense from PV’s Brandon Guerra in Huskers win over 
Tigers last Thursday.

Yorktown junior Marc Spinelli challenges Put Valley F Darnel 
Shillingford in Huskers’ 40-35 win over Tigers in Somers tourney.

Put Valley soph Darnel Shillingford drives paint against 
Yorktown senior Matt Severino in Tigers loss to Huskers.

RAY GALLAGHER/BOB CASTNER PHOTOS

Putnam Valley sophomore G Ryan Soto tries to drive on Yorktown 
junior G Marc Spinelli in Tigers’ 40-35 loss to Huskers Thursday. Somers G Matt Pires takes shot against strong defense of  

Mahopac soph Zack Puckhaber in Tuskers’ win over Indians.

Yorktown G Marc Spinelli leaves a wake of  fallen Tuskers in his path in Huskers’ tourney title win over 
Somers.

Every Panas hoops coach since 1981; Dave Greiner, Pistol Pete 
Kelly & Shawn Sullivan in attendance at Hen Hud tourney.

continued on page 31continued on page 23



December 20 - December 26, 201622 The Putnam Examiner December 20 - December 26, 2016www.TheExaminerNews.com 31December 20 - December 26, 201630 The Northern Westchester Examiner

Girls Hoops NotebookSportsGirls Hoops NotebookSports

continued from page 29

continued from previous page

Yorktown King of Hill at Somers; Sailors Crowned, Too

Haldane Handles Put Valley for Mayclim Tourney Title

JFK also defeated Salesian, 44-39, with 
Morales (18 points, 4 rebounds), Aaron 
Brown (9 points, 3 steals) and Burton (8 
points, 12 boards) leading the charge.

JFK is now 3-3 overall and 0-1 in league 
play as the Gaels head south to Orlando 
for three games of fun in the sun.

Coaches are encouraged to send results 
and comments to raygallaghersports@
gmail.com after every game or prior to 
Sunday evening for inclusion in our Boys’ 
Hoops Notebook

PUTNAM/NWE FAB FIVE HOOPS POLL
No.1 YORKTOWN – Well, the Huskers 

made us look pretty sharp with our No.1 
ranking last week and seeing how they 
knocked off previous No.2 in this neck of 
the woods and remained unbeaten we’re 
not about to budge off this stand. Coach 
Downes’ boys might just be here all year.

No.2 HEN HUD – Gotta give the Sailor 
his due; Hirschy’s boys are gritty and full 
of effort by all accounts and now own a 
pair of tourney titles (Panas, Hen Hud).

No.3 SOMERS – Their legacy could be 
a pair of sectional titles in football and 
soccer, plus a Final 4 venture to County 
Center this winter should this unit decide 
that hoops matters as much to them, or 
they could just go out a pack of fat cats 
that settled for fall glory. Their call!

No.4 PANAS – Very interested in 
today’s tilt with Peekskill, but we were 
expecting a tad more than 3-3 at this point 
from a veteran club like the Panthers.

No.5 CROTON – Goldberg and Parker 

are legit guards, but it remains to be seen 
if this Tiger (3-1) unit will be exposed 
by the competition that lies ahead in a 
very tough league that includes Briarcliff, 
Pleasantville and Valhalla. It’ll be very 
interesting to see how the Tigers match 
up with Put Valley this Thursday. Do 
the Tigers have the bigs to hold off PV’s 
Darnel Shillingford and TJ Brescia?

HM PEEKSKILL – Red Devils have 
won twice in five tries, which equals last 
year’s paltry total.

Haldane Handles Put Valley for Mayclim Tourney Title
By Tony Pinciaro

HALDANE shook off a season-opening 
loss to mighty Irvington and rebounded 
with four consecutive wins, including 
its two most recent victories in Croton-
Harmon’s Mayclim Tournament where a 
46-37 triumph over PUTNAM VALLEY 
came in the title game.

Tournament mvp Marissa Lisikatos 
led Haldane with 12 points and all-
tournament selection Allison Chiera 
finished with 11 points. Haldane advanced 
to the final with a 47-34 win over Hastings 
in the first round.

“It was a close, evenly-matched game for 
three quarters with Putnam Valley leading 
by one at the half,” Haldane coach Tyrone 
Searight said. “Our aggressive, man-to-
man full-court pressure, I thought, took a 
toll on them. Then, our zone press broke 
open a tight game going into the fourth 
quarter. We extended the lead to as much 
as 12 points and just made our free throws 
down the stretch.”

Despite the loss to Irvington in the first 
game of the season, Searight said his team 
learned a few things which has resulted in 
the four-game winning streak.

“The Irvington game, I think, put us in 
a place where if we can share the ball, box 
out and run the floor, we should handle 
business,” the fiery Searight said.

LAKELAND continues to sizzle in the 
early going as the Hornets improved to 
5-0 with double-digit wins over Nanuet, 
64-45, and John Jay-East Fishkill, 54-42.

In both games Lakeland coach Miranda 
Lustig was impressed with her team’s 
ability to overcome slow starts.

“In the Nanuet game, Rieley Walsh 
brought us the spark we needed to pull 
ourselves out of the hole we dug in the 

first quarter,” Lustig said. “The girls really 
fed off her energy.”

Kelsey Walsh led the way for Lakeland 
with 17 points and Rieley Walsh added 15 
points and 10 rebounds against Nanuet.

“We played a little sloppy against John 
Jay-East Fishkill, but Colleen scored 14 of 
her 16 ppints in the first half,” Lustig said. 
“When the focus shifts to Colleen, ewe are 
lucky to have six more girls wbo can step 
up and score in double digits, as well.

“It’s been a solid start and the girls have 
been working hard so it’s definitely a nice 
boost of confidence to start the season 
5-0. But the girls realize it’s only 
the beginning and we have a tough 
schedule ahead with a lot more work 
to put in.”

Colleen Walsh also finished with 
nine rebounds and five 
steals. Kelsey Walsh 
added 10 points and Jess 
Ascencao finished with 
nine points.

BREWSTER bounced 
back from a 41-31 loss 
to Nyack to open the 
week to overcome John 
Jay-Cross River, 54-49 
in a first-round game 
of the Bears’ inaugural 
tournament.

Brewster will play 
Tappan Zee in the 
championship game 
,which is still to be 
determined, said 
Brewster coach Mike 
Castaldo.

“It was a sloppy game 
on our part due to John 
Jay press,” Castaldo said. 

“We had too many 
turnovers and lazy 
passes. We took a 

13-point lead into the fourth 
quarter, but John Jay fought 
back and cut it to five. We 
were able to hit free throws 

down the stretch to secure the victory.”
Maggie DePaoli paced the Bears with 

15 points, Meagan Beal added 14 points 
and 10 rebounds and Julia Borsari had 11 
points.

“We played great defense against Nyack, 
but we struggled from the line and from 
3,” Castaldo said. “It was a two-possession 
game with two minutes to go, but they 
buried a 3 on us.”

HEN HUD ran its winning streak to 
three games with wins over Pelham, 50-
42, and Harrison, 71-59, and is now 3-1 

this season.
Hen Hud’s defense fueled the team 

against Pelham as the Sailors outscored 
the Pelicans, 29-14 in the second half. 
Maria Scalf poured in a game-high 20 
points and Deanna Marriott and Caitlin 
Weimar each had eight points. Jackie 
Raguso and Jaelynn Smith collected 11 
rebounds apiece and Smith also had eight 
assists.

Hen Hud took control of the Harrison 
game with an overwhelming second 
quarter, outscoring the Huskies, 23-4 to 
go into halftime with a 29-13 lead.

Weimar had 14 points and 14 rebounds, 
as five players scored in double figures. 
Katy Kenny and Smith each had 13 points 

continued on next page
Haldane’s Missy Lisikatos drives on PV’s Cat Mazza in Blue Devils’ 
tourney title win over Tigers Sunday at Croton.

Haldane Blue Devils pose with Croton’s Mayclim tourney title plaque after beating Put 
Valley Sunday.

Somers freshman G Danielle DiCintio pushes up 
court in win over Mahopac Friday.Somers F Olivia Lipski sinks a 3-ball in 50-35 win over 

Mahopac last Friday in Tusker tourney.

and Kamryn Sherman and Scalf finished 
with 12 points apiece. Smith also added 
nine assists and eight steals.

OSSINING defeated New Rochelle, 
85-36, for its fifth consecutive win as 
UConn-bound Andra Espinoza-Hunter 
rang up 46 points.

Kailah Harris added 10 points and 12 
rebounds and Jaida Strippoli finished 
eight points and 10 assists for the four-
time reigning NYS champion Pride.

SOMERS opened its tournament with 
a 50-35 victory over Mahopac before 
dropping a tough 55-53 verdict to Class 
AA power Ursuline in the final.

“We got off to a slow start against 
Mahopac,” Somers’ coach Marc Hattem 
said. “Mahopac played some very strong 
half-court defense and we had to battle 
for our points.

“The Ursuline game was within our 
grasp, but just got away from us. The girls 
competed, and the team wanted the win 
against a very good Ursuline team. We 
will get better and learn from it, that I'm 
sure.”

All-Tourney choice 
Hannah Angelini led 
Somers with 16 points. 
Liv Lipski (13 points), 
Danielle DiCintio (11) 
and All-Tourney choice 
Livy Rosenzweig were big 
contributors as well.

One week earlier, 
PANAS dropped an 
eight-point game to 
YORKTOWN in the 
Panthers’ Tournament 
consolation game. This 
time, Panas came away 
with the victory – 40-36 
– as Danielle Merante led 
Panas with 15 points.

“After losing to 
Yorktown, we wanted to 
focus on our defensive 
effort,” Panas coach Matt 
Evangelista said. “We 
did a much better job 
getting back on defensive 
transition, rebounding, 
rotating, and limiting 
penetration. Yorktown 
also did a much better 
job defensively. Both teams gave a great 
effort.”

Yorktown went 1-1 for the week, 
opening with a 54-36 victory over 
Clarkstown North and finishing with a 
40-36 loss to Panas.

Yorktown coach Kevin Clark pointed 
out his team took control of the Clarkstown 
North game in the first quarter, outscoring 
the Rams by 12. 

Alyssa Francese scored a game-high 
21 points. Jesse Barer contributed nine 
points and Emily Nigro and Anna Nuccio 
finished with six points apiece.

Despite the loss to Panas, Clark said his 
team was right there at the end.

“We struggled at the offensive end, 
going 1 for 10 over the final four minutes 
of the game, yet still managed to have 
two shots to tie the game in the waning 
seconds,” Yorktown coach Kevin Clark 
said.

Kat Severino led Yorktown, now 2-3 
this season, with 14 points.

MAHOPAC was beset by injuries last 
week, resulting in losses to Clarkstown 
South, 51-48, and Somers, 50-35.

“We are improving with each game, but 
we have stretches where we struggle to 
score,” Mahopac coach Chuck Scozzafava 
said. “We are getting good shotS, we’re 
just not knocking them down. Otherwise, 
the defense is improving, as well as the 
offense.

“Against Somers, we were a little snake 
bit with four of our five starters injured. 
Being as young as we were against Somers, 
I thought the girls played hard and the 
defense was good, considering.”

Claire Felix led Mahopac with 17 points 
against Clarkstown South and she had 18 
points against Somers.

Alex Barry finished with 14 points and 
10 rebounds in CARMEL’s 60-44 setback 
to Valhalla in a Harrison tournament 
first-round game. Carmel had to face a 
host team that was upset in the first round 
and the Huskies won. Barry was named to 
the all-tournament team.

Somers junior G Jacqueline Penzo attacks rack 
as Mahopac junior C Siobhan Hynes defends in 
Tuskers win over Indians. Haldane’s Olivia Monteleone splits a seam between Put Valley’s Maria 

Tomais (L) and Dora Rippon (R).

Somers sophomore G Hannah Angelini drops 
two of  14 she would score in 50-35 win over 
Mahopac last Friday.

Haldane G Alexandra Cinquanta is pressured by 
Put Valley’s Morgan Winagradoff  in Blude Devils 
tourney title win over Tigers.

Haldane’s Allison Chiera beats PV’s Nyasia Reeves to loose ball in 
Blue Devils tourney championship win over Tigers Sunday.

RAY GALLAGHER/RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS
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Yorktown King of Hill at Somers; Sailors Crowned, Too

Haldane Handles Put Valley for Mayclim Tourney Title

JFK also defeated Salesian, 44-39, with 
Morales (18 points, 4 rebounds), Aaron 
Brown (9 points, 3 steals) and Burton (8 
points, 12 boards) leading the charge.

JFK is now 3-3 overall and 0-1 in league 
play as the Gaels head south to Orlando 
for three games of fun in the sun.

Coaches are encouraged to send results 
and comments to raygallaghersports@
gmail.com after every game or prior to 
Sunday evening for inclusion in our Boys’ 
Hoops Notebook

PUTNAM/NWE FAB FIVE HOOPS POLL
No.1 YORKTOWN – Well, the Huskers 

made us look pretty sharp with our No.1 
ranking last week and seeing how they 
knocked off previous No.2 in this neck of 
the woods and remained unbeaten we’re 
not about to budge off this stand. Coach 
Downes’ boys might just be here all year.

No.2 HEN HUD – Gotta give the Sailor 
his due; Hirschy’s boys are gritty and full 
of effort by all accounts and now own a 
pair of tourney titles (Panas, Hen Hud).

No.3 SOMERS – Their legacy could be 
a pair of sectional titles in football and 
soccer, plus a Final 4 venture to County 
Center this winter should this unit decide 
that hoops matters as much to them, or 
they could just go out a pack of fat cats 
that settled for fall glory. Their call!

No.4 PANAS – Very interested in 
today’s tilt with Peekskill, but we were 
expecting a tad more than 3-3 at this point 
from a veteran club like the Panthers.

No.5 CROTON – Goldberg and Parker 

are legit guards, but it remains to be seen 
if this Tiger (3-1) unit will be exposed 
by the competition that lies ahead in a 
very tough league that includes Briarcliff, 
Pleasantville and Valhalla. It’ll be very 
interesting to see how the Tigers match 
up with Put Valley this Thursday. Do 
the Tigers have the bigs to hold off PV’s 
Darnel Shillingford and TJ Brescia?

HM PEEKSKILL – Red Devils have 
won twice in five tries, which equals last 
year’s paltry total.

Haldane Handles Put Valley for Mayclim Tourney Title
By Tony Pinciaro

HALDANE shook off a season-opening 
loss to mighty Irvington and rebounded 
with four consecutive wins, including 
its two most recent victories in Croton-
Harmon’s Mayclim Tournament where a 
46-37 triumph over PUTNAM VALLEY 
came in the title game.

Tournament mvp Marissa Lisikatos 
led Haldane with 12 points and all-
tournament selection Allison Chiera 
finished with 11 points. Haldane advanced 
to the final with a 47-34 win over Hastings 
in the first round.

“It was a close, evenly-matched game for 
three quarters with Putnam Valley leading 
by one at the half,” Haldane coach Tyrone 
Searight said. “Our aggressive, man-to-
man full-court pressure, I thought, took a 
toll on them. Then, our zone press broke 
open a tight game going into the fourth 
quarter. We extended the lead to as much 
as 12 points and just made our free throws 
down the stretch.”

Despite the loss to Irvington in the first 
game of the season, Searight said his team 
learned a few things which has resulted in 
the four-game winning streak.

“The Irvington game, I think, put us in 
a place where if we can share the ball, box 
out and run the floor, we should handle 
business,” the fiery Searight said.

LAKELAND continues to sizzle in the 
early going as the Hornets improved to 
5-0 with double-digit wins over Nanuet, 
64-45, and John Jay-East Fishkill, 54-42.

In both games Lakeland coach Miranda 
Lustig was impressed with her team’s 
ability to overcome slow starts.

“In the Nanuet game, Rieley Walsh 
brought us the spark we needed to pull 
ourselves out of the hole we dug in the 

first quarter,” Lustig said. “The girls really 
fed off her energy.”

Kelsey Walsh led the way for Lakeland 
with 17 points and Rieley Walsh added 15 
points and 10 rebounds against Nanuet.

“We played a little sloppy against John 
Jay-East Fishkill, but Colleen scored 14 of 
her 16 ppints in the first half,” Lustig said. 
“When the focus shifts to Colleen, ewe are 
lucky to have six more girls wbo can step 
up and score in double digits, as well.

“It’s been a solid start and the girls have 
been working hard so it’s definitely a nice 
boost of confidence to start the season 
5-0. But the girls realize it’s only 
the beginning and we have a tough 
schedule ahead with a lot more work 
to put in.”

Colleen Walsh also finished with 
nine rebounds and five 
steals. Kelsey Walsh 
added 10 points and Jess 
Ascencao finished with 
nine points.

BREWSTER bounced 
back from a 41-31 loss 
to Nyack to open the 
week to overcome John 
Jay-Cross River, 54-49 
in a first-round game 
of the Bears’ inaugural 
tournament.

Brewster will play 
Tappan Zee in the 
championship game 
,which is still to be 
determined, said 
Brewster coach Mike 
Castaldo.

“It was a sloppy game 
on our part due to John 
Jay press,” Castaldo said. 

“We had too many 
turnovers and lazy 
passes. We took a 

13-point lead into the fourth 
quarter, but John Jay fought 
back and cut it to five. We 
were able to hit free throws 

down the stretch to secure the victory.”
Maggie DePaoli paced the Bears with 

15 points, Meagan Beal added 14 points 
and 10 rebounds and Julia Borsari had 11 
points.

“We played great defense against Nyack, 
but we struggled from the line and from 
3,” Castaldo said. “It was a two-possession 
game with two minutes to go, but they 
buried a 3 on us.”

HEN HUD ran its winning streak to 
three games with wins over Pelham, 50-
42, and Harrison, 71-59, and is now 3-1 

this season.
Hen Hud’s defense fueled the team 

against Pelham as the Sailors outscored 
the Pelicans, 29-14 in the second half. 
Maria Scalf poured in a game-high 20 
points and Deanna Marriott and Caitlin 
Weimar each had eight points. Jackie 
Raguso and Jaelynn Smith collected 11 
rebounds apiece and Smith also had eight 
assists.

Hen Hud took control of the Harrison 
game with an overwhelming second 
quarter, outscoring the Huskies, 23-4 to 
go into halftime with a 29-13 lead.

Weimar had 14 points and 14 rebounds, 
as five players scored in double figures. 
Katy Kenny and Smith each had 13 points 
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Haldane’s Missy Lisikatos drives on PV’s Cat Mazza in Blue Devils’ 
tourney title win over Tigers Sunday at Croton.

Haldane Blue Devils pose with Croton’s Mayclim tourney title plaque after beating Put 
Valley Sunday.

Somers freshman G Danielle DiCintio pushes up 
court in win over Mahopac Friday.Somers F Olivia Lipski sinks a 3-ball in 50-35 win over 

Mahopac last Friday in Tusker tourney.

and Kamryn Sherman and Scalf finished 
with 12 points apiece. Smith also added 
nine assists and eight steals.

OSSINING defeated New Rochelle, 
85-36, for its fifth consecutive win as 
UConn-bound Andra Espinoza-Hunter 
rang up 46 points.

Kailah Harris added 10 points and 12 
rebounds and Jaida Strippoli finished 
eight points and 10 assists for the four-
time reigning NYS champion Pride.

SOMERS opened its tournament with 
a 50-35 victory over Mahopac before 
dropping a tough 55-53 verdict to Class 
AA power Ursuline in the final.

“We got off to a slow start against 
Mahopac,” Somers’ coach Marc Hattem 
said. “Mahopac played some very strong 
half-court defense and we had to battle 
for our points.

“The Ursuline game was within our 
grasp, but just got away from us. The girls 
competed, and the team wanted the win 
against a very good Ursuline team. We 
will get better and learn from it, that I'm 
sure.”

All-Tourney choice 
Hannah Angelini led 
Somers with 16 points. 
Liv Lipski (13 points), 
Danielle DiCintio (11) 
and All-Tourney choice 
Livy Rosenzweig were big 
contributors as well.

One week earlier, 
PANAS dropped an 
eight-point game to 
YORKTOWN in the 
Panthers’ Tournament 
consolation game. This 
time, Panas came away 
with the victory – 40-36 
– as Danielle Merante led 
Panas with 15 points.

“After losing to 
Yorktown, we wanted to 
focus on our defensive 
effort,” Panas coach Matt 
Evangelista said. “We 
did a much better job 
getting back on defensive 
transition, rebounding, 
rotating, and limiting 
penetration. Yorktown 
also did a much better 
job defensively. Both teams gave a great 
effort.”

Yorktown went 1-1 for the week, 
opening with a 54-36 victory over 
Clarkstown North and finishing with a 
40-36 loss to Panas.

Yorktown coach Kevin Clark pointed 
out his team took control of the Clarkstown 
North game in the first quarter, outscoring 
the Rams by 12. 

Alyssa Francese scored a game-high 
21 points. Jesse Barer contributed nine 
points and Emily Nigro and Anna Nuccio 
finished with six points apiece.

Despite the loss to Panas, Clark said his 
team was right there at the end.

“We struggled at the offensive end, 
going 1 for 10 over the final four minutes 
of the game, yet still managed to have 
two shots to tie the game in the waning 
seconds,” Yorktown coach Kevin Clark 
said.

Kat Severino led Yorktown, now 2-3 
this season, with 14 points.

MAHOPAC was beset by injuries last 
week, resulting in losses to Clarkstown 
South, 51-48, and Somers, 50-35.

“We are improving with each game, but 
we have stretches where we struggle to 
score,” Mahopac coach Chuck Scozzafava 
said. “We are getting good shotS, we’re 
just not knocking them down. Otherwise, 
the defense is improving, as well as the 
offense.

“Against Somers, we were a little snake 
bit with four of our five starters injured. 
Being as young as we were against Somers, 
I thought the girls played hard and the 
defense was good, considering.”

Claire Felix led Mahopac with 17 points 
against Clarkstown South and she had 18 
points against Somers.

Alex Barry finished with 14 points and 
10 rebounds in CARMEL’s 60-44 setback 
to Valhalla in a Harrison tournament 
first-round game. Carmel had to face a 
host team that was upset in the first round 
and the Huskies won. Barry was named to 
the all-tournament team.

Somers junior G Jacqueline Penzo attacks rack 
as Mahopac junior C Siobhan Hynes defends in 
Tuskers win over Indians. Haldane’s Olivia Monteleone splits a seam between Put Valley’s Maria 

Tomais (L) and Dora Rippon (R).

Somers sophomore G Hannah Angelini drops 
two of  14 she would score in 50-35 win over 
Mahopac last Friday.

Haldane G Alexandra Cinquanta is pressured by 
Put Valley’s Morgan Winagradoff  in Blude Devils 
tourney title win over Tigers.

Haldane’s Allison Chiera beats PV’s Nyasia Reeves to loose ball in 
Blue Devils tourney championship win over Tigers Sunday.
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Putnam Valley’s Cat Mazza (R) and the Tigers did what they could to contain Haldane’s Allison Chiera, who scored 11 key points in the Blue Devils’ 46-37 championship win over PV last Sunday when Haldane 
claimed the Mayclim Tournament title at Croton-Harmon High... see Girls’ Hoops Notebook
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Blue Devils 
Shed Tigers 
for Mayclim 

Tourney 
Title

One Way 
to Skin 
a Cat!


