
By David Propper
Bicycling along roads in Putnam 

County can lead to scenic views and wide 
stretches of little vehicular traffic, but 
when there are cars speeding by it can 
also lead to danger.

Putnam County legislators discussed 
a plan to raise awareness for biking 
safety through signage and other public 
education campaigns to protect bicyclists 
riding along the many roadways in 
Putnam where they need to share the 
road with vehicles that whiz by. 

Kent resident David Tookmanian 
explained why cycling safety was an issue 
the legislature should explore during a 
Protective Services Committee meeting 
last week. He said more riders from 
Westchester County and New York City 
are traveling up to Putnam for cycling 
because of the bucolic setting and safety 
most of the roads offer compared to a 

By David Propper
United States Senator Chuck Schumer 

briefly stopped in Putnam County 
Wednesday morning to push for 
legislation that would require installation 
of electronic speeding devices on big rigs 
weighing more than 13 tons in hopes of 
improving safety on highways. 

Schumer, during his Thanksgiving-eve 
press conference along the Interstate-684 
rest stop in Brewster, called on the United 
States Department of Transportation 
to finalize the legislation. After several 
tractor-trailer accidents on Interstate-84, 
including one in Putnam last spring, 
Schumer wants the electronic device 
applied to every large truck, commercial 
bus, and school bus that meets the weight 

limit. 
The rate of speed would be determined 

by the National Highway Transportation 
Safety Agency, Schumer said. 

The soon-to-be minority leader in the 
US Senate and perhaps the most powerful 
Democrat in the country said the rule 
has “broad support” among trucking 
companies, unions and individual 
truckers to crack down on the truck 
operators that drive irresponsibly.

Depending on the speed limit enforced, 
between 96 to 498 lives would be saved 
per year, Schumer claimed. It would also 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
reduce trucking companies paying large 
sums of money after an accident occurs. 

Schumer said in the Hudson Valley, 

there were 18 fatalities involving large 
trucks last year and nine the previous 
year and in New York State, 1,000 deaths 
are related to unsafe truck speeds over 
the past several years.

“Anyone who rides on any of these big 
highways experiences the following,” he 
said. “A huge truck is on your tail and 
seems to be going at a deafening speed. 
It’s scary and it shouldn’t happen.”

Roughly 70 percent of trucks already 
have speed regulators on their vehicle 
so it can’t go over a certain speed limit, 
Schumer said. 

Sheriff Don Smith said it’s important 
to protect the public, noting highway 
accidents lead to more deaths compared 
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A day after Black Friday, throughout Putnam County on Saturday, patrons shopped small to support 
small businesses in the county. Various stores offer products from musical instruments to specialty 
items that would make perfect holiday gifts, including Sacred Heart Gifts and Apparel (above) 
in Mahopac along Route 6. The Greater Mahopac-Carmel Chamber of  Commerce spent the day 
highlighting several shops and eateries and encouraged customers to choose the mom and pop 
places over the large corporations on Small Business Saturday. More photo are on page 13. 
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DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
US Senator Chuck Schumer stands at the rest stop 
in Brewster along I-684 last week.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
David Tookmanian of  Kent and Tim Curtis of  
Patterson talk to lawmakers about biker safety 
last week.
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to other incidents. He said truckers are 
working with law enforcement in order 
to make the roads safer.

Legislator Roger Gross said he travels a 
lot up and down I-684 witnessing the fast 
moving big rigs and supported Schumer’s 

push. While County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell wasn’t in attendance, Schumer said 
she supported this legislation. Also on 
hand was AAA Northeast director for 
public and government John Corlett, 
who relayed AAA supported the electric 
limiters. 

Schumer also thanked Putnam voters 

for giving the longtime lawmaker a slim 
victory in the county this past election, 
over Republican Wendy Long. He won 
Putnam with 53 percent of the vote. 
Statewide he won by more than 80 
percent. Schumer scurried off before he 
could be asked any questions outside of 
the trucking law. 

“I appreciate the voters that voted 
for Hillary Clinton and voted for me 
and I appreciate the voters that voted 
for Donald Trump and voted for me,” 
Schumer said. “I’m grateful for that and 
I’ll try to earn people’s support the next 
six years.”

Schumer Makes Quick Pit Stop in Putnam
continued from page 1

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Legislator Roger Gross (who was coming from the gym) and US Senator Chuck Schumer.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Sheriff  Don Smith speaks about trucking safety last week, as Chuck Schumer looks on.

Q: Did I simply twist my ankle, or is it a sprain?  
A: Confusion over what constitutes a sprained ankle 
is common. A sprain is defined as a stretched or torn 
ligament – the tough, fibrous tissue that connects 
one bone to another and supports your joints. By far 
the most common type of sprain is in the ankle. Ankle 
sprains happen when the foot twists, rolls or turns in 
a manner that causes the ligaments to stretch beyond 
their normal length. While the intensity varies, pain, 
bruising, swelling, and inflammation are common 
to all sprains.  

Q: If my ankle is swollen and tender, 
what should I do?
A: Be sure to practice RICE immediately: Rest, Ice, 
Compress and Elevate. Sit or lie down, put your ankle 
up on some pillows, wrap it with an ace bandage, and 
ice it for 20 to 30 minutes several times a day. 

If you can’t put weight on the joint, you should see a 
doctor immediately. After the ankle is evaluated and 
other injuries such as fractures or tendon damage are 
ruled out, and depending on the severity of the sprain, 
you may be able to start rehabilitating your ankle. 

Q: What can I expect from rehab?
A: With a severe sprain, I often put a boot on the 
patient for two weeks or so and start physical therapy 
to strengthen the ankle as soon as possible. One 
exercise patients can try is writing the alphabet in 
the air with their big toe. Another is standing on one 
foot with your eyes closed. The goal is to work up to a 
minute. This improves your balance and strengthens 
the muscles that stabilize your joint.

Following through on rehab is key. The single highest 
risk factor for ankle sprain is having a history of sprain. 
Completing an appropriate rehabilitation program and 
utilizing at least short-term bracing will decrease future 
risk of an ankle sprain.

Kurt Voellmicke, MD, FAAOS 
Director, Foot and Ankle Section
Orthopedic & Spine Institute
Northern Westchester Hospital

nwhorthoandspine.org/DrVoellmicke

Ask the doctor

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

The Pain Of An Ankle Sprain
What it is and how to treat it…

To learn more about Dr. Voellmicke 
and the Orthopedic & Spine Institute 
at Northern Westchester Hospital, 
visit www.nwhorthoandspine.org

* American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons

Did you know?
Approximately 25,000 people suffer 
from a sprained ankle each day.*
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By Rick Pezzullo
A high school teacher who resides 

in Somers was charged last week with 
allegedly possessing and receiving child 
pornography.

According to a complaint filed in 
federal court in White Plains November 
23 by Preet Bharara, the United States 
Attorney for the Southern District of New 
York, in October 2012 Nicholas Pagliuca, 
65, a teacher in the Town of Mamaroneck, 
registered for a 30-day subscription to a 
website that is used by individuals to trade 
child pornography images and videos.

Bharara claimed Pagliuca downloaded 
hundreds of files containing images and 
videos of child pornography, many of 
which depicted young children engaged 
in sexual activity with adults or other 
children.

Using the email address he used to 
register with the website, agents with 
Homeland Security Investigations 

and New York State Police confirmed 
Pagliuca’s identity and his occupation 
before he was arrested at his Somers 
home.

“Individuals who take pleasure in 
downloading videos and photos of young 
children being sexually exploited need 
to be brought to justice, especially those 
whose jobs give them access to children, 
as in this case,” said Homeland Security 
Investigations Agent-in-Charge Angel 
Melendez.

Pagliuca was charged with one count of 
possession of child pornography, which 
carries a maximum sentence of 20 years 

in prison, and one count of receipt of child 
pornography, which carries a mandatory 
minimum sentence of five years in prison 
and a maximum sentence of 20 years in 
jail.

“Anyone involved in child pornography, 
promoting the acts of child predators, 
or who performs predatory acts against 
children must understand that such 
crimes will not be tolerated,” said George 
Beach, superintendent of the State Police.

Bharara said the investigation is 
continuing and anyone who may have 
information relevant to the case should 
call a toll-free hotline 1-866-DHS-2ICE.

Teacher Charged with Possessing, Receiving Child Porn

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

 (If you do not have equipment, 
we will bring it to you!)

5 (45 min sessions) for $250
10 (45 min sessions) for $450

(914) 588-1629 or 888-656-8435

In Home Personal Training

New clients only • Over 20 years of in home 
personal training experience • This deal will not last 
forever • Workouts custom designed for you 
based on your current health/fitness 
levels • Male and Female trainers available

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Nicholas Pagliuca spoke at a legislative meeting 
last year about hunting in Putnam County. 
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more urban zone. 
Tookmanian said he would like to see 

more signage in order to make the county 
more biker friendly. Patterson resident 
Tim Curtis said the Putnam County 
Sheriff ’s Office recommended designating 
a few routes for cycling so visitors know 
where to go. The sheriff ’s office also said 
it would place more patrolmen on those 
routes. 

Curtis said the signage would hopefully 
remind drivers to be careful as they drive 
alongside cyclists. 

“We have drivers that think they own 
the road and they don’t,” Tookmanian 
said. “We have every right to be out there.” 

He noted the call for better bicycling 
safety comes in part because a local 
resident was hit by a car from behind 
while biking, resulting in devastating 
injuries. Along a straight road on Route 
301 with clear visibility, he was struck 
and now has a traumatic brain injury and 
multiple fractures. 

“It’s hit us all very close,” Tookmanian 
said. “We ride a very fine line out there.”

Legislator Toni Addonizio said on top 
of the signs, it’s important to create a 

public awareness campaign through the 
county health department. Legislature 
Chairwomen Ginny Nacerino agreed and 
said the requests were common sense. 

Legislator Dini LoBue said a public 
service campaign is the best approach 
because signage can only work so well. 
She also mentioned some residents ask 
why the cyclists can’t ride on the bike trail 
that stretches across the county.

Tookmanian said because many 
pedestrians walk the bike trail, it’s not 
feasible for cyclists to descend on the 
path. Some cyclists go too fast to travel on 
the bike path, Curtis added. 

“It’s impossible,” Tookmanian said. 

County Legislators Discuss 
Better Cyclists Safety 
continued from page 1
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PattersonAutoBody.com 845.878 .3456
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Complete Version with professional soloists and orchestra

This program is made possible, in part, by the New York State Council of the Arts and with public funds from Putnam County, managed by the Putnam Arts Council, Mahopac, NY.

Sunday, December 4, 2016
United Methodist Church
83 Main St., Brewster, NY
2:00 PM Director’s Pre-Concert Talk
2:30 PM Performance

Adults $20
Seniors/Students $15
Children 12 & under, free

www.PutnamChorale.org
845.520.7574

‘We have drivers that 
think they own the 

road and they don’t. 
We have every right to 
be out there.’- Resident 

and cyclist David 
Tookmanian
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By Rick Pezzullo
Governor Andrew Cuomo and 

Attorney General Eric Schneiderman 
applauded a decision rendered last 
week by the state Court of Appeals that 
reaffirmed the state’s authority to review 
the federal applications of the owners of 
the Indian Point nuclear power plants for 
renewal of its licenses.

In a unanimous decision November 
21, the Court of Appeals rejected 
Entergy’s claims that Indian Point was 
exempt from the state’s coastal zone 
program. In November 2015, the New 
York Department of State denied a 
coastal consistency certification for 
Entergy’s relicensing application to 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC), determining it didn’t comply with 
the state’s federally-approved Coastal 
Management Program with respect to 
protections for coastal ecosystems, fish 
and wildlife resources and habitats.

“Today’s decision represents a major 
victory for the continued health and 
productivity of our state’s environment,” 
said Schneiderman. “Among our most 
important laws are those that protect 
sensitive ecosystems, including New 

York’s lower Hudson River and its natural 
resources. The court has now made it 
clear that policies protecting New York’s 
critical coastal resources are a necessary 
factor in considering whether to relicense 
the Indian Point facility.”

The NRC has been reviewing Entergy’s 
application for a 20-year license renewal 

for Indian Point Units 2 and 3 since April 
30, 2007. The license for Unit 2, which has 
been operating since August 1974, expired 
on September 28, 2013. The license for 
Unit 3, which has been operating since 
August 1976, expired December 12, 
2015. Both plants have been allowed to 
continue operating under the expired 

licenses while the NRC scrutinizes the 
renewal application.

Cuomo has been an outspoken 
opponent of Indian Point being able to 
continue operating safely and reiterated 
his concerns last week.

“Indian Point is antiquated and does 
not belong on the Hudson River in close 
proximity to New York City, where it poses 
a threat not only to the coastal resources 
and uses of the river, but to millions of 
New Yorkers living and working in the 
surrounding community,” Cuomo said.

A call for “fire in the wall” in a residence on Birch Blvd. in the Ossi Club section 
of the Mahopac Falls fire district on Nov. 26 sent out both stations on a structure fire 
assignment with a pumper/tanker out of Station #2 and pumper/tanker along with a 
Heavy Rescue out of Headquarters. First arriving units, along with Carmel Police car 
#34, found fire confined to the area around the chimney.  Chief Jeff Boyle was Incident 
Command and ordered all other equipment to standby at their stations.  Carmel 
Police and MFVFD Fire Police provided Scene Safety, keeping concerned friends and 
neighbors at a safe distance.

Governor Andrew Cuomo (left) and Attorney General Eric Schneiderman.

PROVIDED PHOTOS
Past Chief  Ann Link mans the Staging Area assigning firefighters to crews and keeping the Board that 
identifies where any firefighter is at any given moment.

Firefighters ladder the building to check the exterior and roof  of  the house.

State Leaders Applaud Court Decision on Indian Point Review

Mahopac Falls Dept. Rushes to Birch Blvd. Fire

‘Indian Point is 
antiquated and 

does not belong on 
the Hudson River.’ 

- Governor 
Andrew Cuomo
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By Andrew Vitelli
Legislators briefly sparred once again 

on Nov. 15 over the county’s lease for the 
Butterfield development in Cold Spring, 
as the legislature’s Physical Services 
Committee advanced an amendment to 
the lease agreement with developer Paul 
Guillaro.

The amendment, which addressed 
parking on the site, was relatively minor 
and technical, with language clarifying 
that transportation provided by the 
county to Philipstown seniors during the 
lease’s duration would continue during 

any extensions or renewals of the lease. 
Legislator Carl Albano, the chair of the 
committee, said he believed this would 
have been the case either way, but that the 
amendment was requested by the Cold 
Spring Planning Board. 

While the amendment itself was not 
controversial, Legislator Dini LoBue, who 
has criticized the lease as bad for taxpayers 
and overly favorable for the developer, 
questioned why plans for the site have not 
been presented to the legislature.

“You made a presentation to the public 
at the senior center,” LoBue said, referring 

to a meeting between Legislator Barbara 
Scuccimarra, Deputy County Executive 
Bruce Walker, and several residents. “But 
nobody thought it was necessary to make 
a presentation to the legislature first and 
explain to us what exactly is going on.”

Garrison resident Lithgow Osborne 
also asked for detailed plans, to which 
Albano replied, “There will be a more 
detailed plan. There is a tentative plan that 
can be seen now.”

After LoBue questioned why the 
legislature has not been updated on 
the project, Albano said he would only 
discuss the amendment to the lease on 
the agenda.

“I’m not going to spend three hours on 
this. I’m going to cut it off now,” he said. 
“I am the chairman here and I would like 
to run this meeting. I am not going to do 
other things that are not on the agenda.”

The committee, which consists of 
Albano, Scuccimarra, and Legislator 
Joseph Castellano, voted 3-0 to move the 
resolution to next month’s full legislative 
meeting.

Speaking to The Putnam Examiner, 
Albano said the legislature does not need 
to be involved in every small decision 
regarding the site. 

“If there’s a change that’s going to affect 
the budget, we’re very concerned about 
it,” Albano said, adding that smaller 
changes regarding the site’s design could 
be left to the discretion of the Office for 
Senior Resources. 

LoBue, however, said the legislature 
and the public have been consistently left 
in the dark regarding the project. 

“That’s what leads to the questions, and 
to people feeling like they’re not being 
told the truth,” LoBue said. “I’m part of 
the government, and I don’t feel like I’m 
being told the truth.”

In Nov. 2015, the legislature voted 
to approve the lease, with LoBue and 
Legislator Kevin Wright abstaining. It has 
been amended several times in an often 
contentious process. 

Legislators Spar Over Butterfield Amendment

ANDREW VITELLI PHOTO
(Left to right) Legislators Barbara Scuccimarra, 
Carl Albano, and Joseph Castellano, and Deputy 
Commissioner of  Planning Sandra Fusco at the 
legislature’s Nov. 15 Physical Services Committee 
meeting. 

If you’re considering weight loss 
surgery, attend a seminar to 
learn what’s involved.

TTY/Accessibility: (800) 421-1220

Join us for an educational seminar, where you can learn 
more about the bariatric surgery program, including 
advanced surgical techniques, nutritional counseling 
and support programs.

 
4:30 – 5:30 p.m.
Call (845) 230-4797 to reserve your spot.

healthquest.org/WeightLossSurgery

December 15, 2016
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Date Location Time

12/06 Mahopac Public Library 11:00 am–12:00 pm

12/06 Mahopac Public Library 12:00–1:00 pm

Date TimeLocation

Plans start as low as

$0/ month

The annual election period for MVP Health Care Medicare Advantage health plans is Oct. 15–Dec. 7, 2016. MVP Health Plan, Inc. is an HMO-POS/PPO/MSA 
organization with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MVP Health Plan depends on contract renewal. This information is not a complete description of 
benefits. Contact the plan for more information. Limitations, co-payments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-insurance 
may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium.  Y0051_3110 Accepted 09/2016
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Reserve a seat or arrange for a one-on-one consultation.
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options for you.

 Call 1-888-713-5536 
Monday – Friday, 8 am – 8 pm ET 
From October 1 – February 14,  
call seven days a week, 8 am – 8 pm 
TTY: 1-800-662-1220

Visit MVPcanhelp.com
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Durante Rentals 
Carmel and Brewster

Business 

of the Week
By David Propper

With the holiday season approaching 
John Durante, co-owner of Durante 
Rentals, has plenty to be thankful for.

Durante Rentals has been a household 
name since it’s inception and with two 
locations now in Putnam County, many 
area contractors know how effective the 
company is. One of the top construction 
rental companies in the tri-state area, 
Durante Rentals has proven to be rock 
solid reliable.

But for all the success, it didn’t come 
without taking huge risks and tons of 
hard work. 

Durante almost lost everything when 
the stock market fell off a cliff in 2008 
and the Great Recession began. Invested 
heavily in real estate, Durante was facing 
financial doom. 

That’s when he decided to get back 
into the business his father taught him. 
He knew starting an equipment rental 
company was his best, and possibly his 
last chance to recover money he’d lost. 
His cousin was in a similar boat so they 
opened the business together. 

“It was a huge risk, but at the time I 
was losing everything,” he said. “So it 
was either go big or go home. If I didn’t 
do something big I would have lost 
everything I had built up to that point. 

It was a Hail Mary pass.” 
Durante worked for his father when 

he owned the same type of company all 
through high school before his father 
sold it, picking up critical business traits. 
The most important, Durante said, was 
the idea of hard work. Describing his 
father as a man who worked seven days 
a week, Durante saw his father treat 
people with respect, keep his promises, 

and put everything into his business and 
family. 

Durante said the company has been 
built up on great customer service. 
When a client needs something from 
Durante Rentals, they know how valued 
they are.

The reason Durante has great 
customer service is because the 
company’s employees are treated well. 
Durante said the company throws a 
summer and winter party for employees 
and their families and book other trips, 
including to major league baseball 
games. Impressively, the company pays 

for an employee’s health insurance 
100 percent, even through all of the 
increases from the Affordable Care Act, 
better known as Obamacare. 

“If you treat your employees right, 
they’re going to treat your customers 
really right,” he said. 

To a certain extent, Durante Rentals is 
a family business. John owns it with his 
cousin Anthony (and another co-owner 
not related) and a couple of cousins also 
help out. Durante said communication 
is key like in any partnership.

Durante said the company hopes to 
continue to expand in Putnam, on top 
of their Carmel and Brewster locations. 

“We’re so happy being in Putnam 
County,” he said. 

Durante said looking back to when 
the company first started is pretty 
incredible. One bank laughed when he 
went seeking a loan because the bank 
never thought the venture would work. 
But seven locations later, it clearly has 
and Durante only wants to expand more.

“I’m proud of us,” Durante said. “It 
was always part of the plan and still part 
of the plan to keep going.”

Durante Rentals-Brewster is located at 
11 Fields Lane and the Carmel location is 
333 Route 52 and the phone number for 
both spots is 845-278-6969.

John Durante is a co-owner of  Durante Rentals.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
The Carmel location of  Durante Rentals.
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The influenza season is upon us with cases of flu being reported sporadically 
across the state, including Putnam County. In the United States, flu activity is 
usually highest between December and February, but cases may linger into late 
spring. With flu activity starting to increase and family and friends gathering for 
the holidays, flu vaccination is the best tool to protect yourself and your loved 
ones from this illness. The Putnam County Department of Health (PCDOH) 
is hosting a public flu vaccination clinic Tuesday, December 6, coinciding with 
National Influenza Vaccination Week, a national awareness week focused on 
highlighting the importance of flu vaccination. 

The clinic hours will be 2 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., at the main health department 
office at 1 Geneva

Road in Brewster. No appointments are necessary. Any Putnam County 
resident, 18 years and older, is eligible to receive flu vaccine at this clinic. The 
fee, covering vaccine cost and administration, is $25. There is no fee for those 
over age 65 or with a Medicare card. High-dose flu vaccine will be available 
for individuals, 65 years and older, which studies have shown appears more 
effective in fighting flu in seniors. The nasal spray flu vaccine and pneumonia 
vaccine will not be available at this clinic.

“If you have not yet received your flu shot, it is important to do so as soon 
as possible,” states Interim Health Commissioner Michael J. Nesheiwat, M.D. 
“It takes about two weeks after receiving vaccination for the immune system to 
build the antibodies your body needs in order to provide protection against the 
flu.”

So far this year more than 3,500 flu vaccinations have been given by the 
PCDOH; 2,421 of these were administered in the schools. The more individuals 
who get vaccinated, the more people will be protected from the flu, including 
older people, very young children, pregnant women and individuals with 
certain health conditions who are more vulnerable to serious flu complications. 
For questions concerning flu vaccination or in the event of inclement weather, 

please call the Health Department at (845) 808-1390.
The mission of the Putnam County Department of Health is to improve and 

protect the health of our community, made up of nearly 100,000 residents. 
Core services include community health assessment, disease surveillance and 
control, emergency preparedness, environmental health protection, family 
health promotion and health education. 

For more information, please visit our website at www.putnamcountyny.gov  or 
visit our social media sites on Facebook at www.facebook.com/putnamhealth , and 
Twitter @PutnamHealthNY.

‘Last Chance’ Public Flu Vaccination Clinic Scheduled 

Francis J. Cammisa
Francis J. Cammisa ‘Frank’, of 

Brewster, died Monday November 21, 
2016 with his family by his side. He 
was 79 years old. Born March 13, 1937 
in Dobbs Ferry, son to the late Frank 
and Margaret (Grande) Cammisa. He 
attended Ardsley High School and 
graduated from Norwich University with 
a bachelors in Business. He honorably 
served in the US Army during from 1960-
1962. Frank married Eleanor A. Fletcher 
on June 18, 1960 in Ardsley. Eleanor 
predeceased him on August 7, 2005. 
Frank owned Franks Pizza Restaurant in 
Yonkers, a business he bought from his 
father. His wife Eleanor and all three of 
his children worked at the pizzeria until 
he sold it in 1984. After retiring from the 
restaurant business he was a handyman, 
“Daddy Fix-it”, which received its 
name from his daughter Rebecca. In 
1971 Frank and his wife purchased 
their summer home in Brewster. For 
over 15 years he worked to completely 
overhaul the house with the help of his 
two sons, and made it a beautiful home. 
Frank retired at the age of 48 from the 
restaurant business, sold their house in 
Ardsley and moved full-time to Vails 
Grove. Frank and Eleanor bought a 
motor home and travelled the US for 
many years until they decided to start 
wintering in Ft Myers, FL. Frank, then 
became the “campground handyman 
and maintenance assistance” because 
he couldn’t stay idle and always had to 

fix something. He enjoyed snow skiing, 
golfing and his passion was cooking. 
His grandchildren were everything to 
him and he was the happiest when they 
were all dining with him at his home in 
Vails or visiting him in his home in West 
Palm Beach, FL. Frank is survived by his 
3 children: Mark and his wife Nancy of 
Danbury, CT; Todd and his wife Jayne 
of White Plains; Rebecca Buckley and 
her husband James of Fishkill, NY; 
his sister Mary Lou Henderson. His 9 
grandchildren, Frank, Christina, and 
Danielle; Amanda, Allie, and Scott; and 
Charles, Isabella and Ava and 1 great 
grandchild, Charles.

Janet Verrino
Janet Verrino, age 79, of Fort Myers 

Beach, FL, died November 26, at 
Putnam Hospital Center in Carmel, 
with her family by her side. Mrs. 
Verrino was born on September 20, 
1937 in Brooklyn, New York, daughter 
of the late Leonard and Pearl (Gunty) 
Beckwith. She graduated from James 
Madison High School in Brooklyn. Mrs. 
Verrino married Andrew Verrino on 
June 20, 1974 in Yonkers. Janet was the 
owner and operator of Ross Mailing in 
Elmsford from 1963 until her retirement 
in 2001. While a resident of Fort Myers 
Beach in Florida, Janet and Andrew 
had lived in Brookfield, CT and earlier 
Millwood. Janet enjoyed her retirement 
years with her husband Andrew upon 
the beach where they shared many 

sunsets together. Mrs. Verrino is 
survived by her loving husband Andrew, 
her children; Alison Ross of Hyde Park, 
Jessica (Patrick) Hurley of Brewster, 
Amy (Robert) DeCourcey of Yorktown 
Heights, Jacqueline (Chad) Calhoun of 
Carmel, Nancy (Michael) Spilotras of 
Old Tappan, NJ, Andrew and Domenic 
Verrino, both of Yonkers, her sister Terry 
Povugel of Uniondale, 10 grandchildren; 
Rachel, David, Jack, Ryan, Baily, Daniel, 
Dana, Michael, Alexa and Andrew. Also, 
one great granddaughter, Paris.

Carmen Domingo
Carmen Domingo died on Tuesday 

November 22, at the age of 87. She 
was born in New York City on April 3, 
1929, the daughter of Manuel and Maria 
Ochoa. Carmen has lived in Mahopac 
for the past 20 years and previously 
lived in Flushing, Queens. She retired in 
1996 as an event planner with General 
Electric in New York City. Carmen was 
a member of the Lake Mahopac Garden 
Club and the New Horizons Garden 
Club. She was also a member of the 9th 
District of New York State Garden Clubs 
where she served on the scholarship 
committee. On May 5, 1951 she married 
Joseph Domingo. In addition to Joseph, 
she is survived by her sons, David of 
Mahopac and Joseph of Newington, 
CT, her brother Dr. Manuel Ochoa of 
Manhattan, 5 grandchildren and 9 great 
grandchildren.

Obituaries
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BLACK FRIDAY SAVINGS GOING ON NOW!

CrotonAutoPark.com
Corner of 9A and 129 • Croton-On-Hudson

Hours: Mon-Thurs 8:30-8, Fri & Sat 8:30-6 Sun 11-4
914-271-5100

THE BEST SELLING SUV EVER! 
AUTOMATIC, 4X4, POWER WINDOWS & 
LOCKS, BACK-UP CAMERA AND 
MORESTK#15985J

MSRP $35,785

NEW 2016 JEEP

GRAND CHEROKEE 4X4

REMOTE START, 
AUTOMATIC, 4X4, , POWER WINDOWS & LOCKS, 
KEYLESS ENTRY AND MORE STK#16232J

MSRP $27,910

NEW 2016 JEEP

RENEGADE LATITUDE 4X4

LEATHER SEATING AUTOMATIC, POWER WINDOWS & 
LOCKS, 8.4, RADIO, U CONNECT, TILT & WHEEL 
GROUP STK#5604C

MSRP $31,680

NEW 2017 CHRYSLER

PACIFICA TOURING L

ONLY
ONE AT 
THIS 

PRICE

ONLY
ONE AT 
THIS 

PRICE

ONLY
ONE AT 
THIS 

PRICE
LEASE FOR 
39MONTHS
WITH $2995 
DOWN

$225LEASE FOR 
39MONTHS
WITH $2995 
DOWN

$199 LEASE FOR 
39MONTHS
WITH $2995 
DOWN

$230
 *39 MONTHS  MONTH LEASE WITH $2995 DOWN PLUS FIRST PAYMENT & $795 BANK FEE  DUE AT SIGNING. SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY PRIMARY LENDER.  TOTAL PAYMENTS MONTHLY PAYMENT = Payment X Months. OPTIONAL FINAL PAYMENT, RENEGADE $12537, GRAND CHEROKEE $19323, PACIFICA $19229, 10K   MILE ALLOWANCE. UP TO 25¢ MILE OVERAGE, TAX TITLE, 
TAGS ADDITIONAL. LESSEE RESP.  FOR WEAR AND MAINTENANCE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PRICES INCLUDE INCENTIVES INCLUDES ALL REBATES AND INCENTIVES. NOT EVERYONE QUALIFIES FOR ALL REBATES.   ALL LEASE VEHICLE LISTED -$1000 CONQUEST LEASE OR CFC RETURN LEASE MUST EXPIRE PRIOR TO 12/5/17 NO TURN IN 
REQUIRED FOR CONQUEST RETURN LEASE.  SEE US FOR DETAILS .  MUST BE CREDIT QUALIFIED A+ TIER MUST PRESENT AD FOR SALE PRICE. MUST TAKE DELIVERY BY 11/30/16

Across
1. Philosophy, for short
4. Caesar Augustus would eat at this 
Mohegan Lake steak house
10. New Zealand parrot
11. Small piano
12. Anticipation
14. Nary a soul
15. S. African grassland
18. Start of a refrain
22. Before, to Browning
23. Swan Lake steps
24. Mongol invader
27. Tree used for canoes
29. Asian nut
31. An intersection of two or more roads 
or Mahopac deli
36. Alas!
37. Writing fluid
38. Rhyme
39. Charles who played piano

Down
1. President
2. 1992 book by Madonna
3. Navigator’s need
4. Broad-ended tie
5. __ the challenge; able to do something
6. Bigger than big
7. Circle or peace
8. Euro trade org. formerly
9. Messy pig place
13. Eliminate

15. Doggie Doc.
16. Time
17. Ending for pig or leaf
19. Interest rate, for short
20. Resinlike substance
21. Mountain or prickly
25. Cottage or cabin
26. Zero out
27. Smoothie ingredient
28. 1969 Peace Prize grp.
30. Ruler who lived in the Winter Palace
31. A good and bad one are often paired
32. Symbol for density
33. Mattress type
34. Modern courtroom evidence
35. It’s above the horizon

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 14

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle
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It’s no secret that women are 
underrepresented in leadership positions 
in the workplace. In fact, only 4.6 percent 
of United States-based Fortune 500 
companies have women CEOs. While that 
number is a much healthier 27 percent 
on the national education scene, there 
is still plenty of room for improvement 
considering that women make up some 
76.1 percent of classroom teachers.

More than 75 women in education 
from throughout the state gathered at 
the Edith Macy Conference Center in 
Briarcliff Manor earlier this month for a 
retreat to evaluate women in educational 
leadership and explore what it takes for 
women to reach leadership positions -- 
and to stay there. 

The conference, Supporting Woman in 
Educational Leadership, was presented by 
Putnam | Northern Westchester BOCES 
Center for Educational Leadership in 
collaboration with the New York State 
Council of School Superintendents, and 
was the second in a series. The first, held 
last August, attracted an overflow of 100 
participants.

“There is clearly a need for this 
conversation,” said Dr. Lynn Allen, 
assistant superintendent of PNW BOCES. 

Addressing attendees Jazz Conboy, 
general counsel for the NYS Council of 
School Superintendents, said support and 
encouragement are key factors in getting 

women to pursue leadership positions. 
“Women need to help other women 

succeed,” she said.  
She condemned the Queen Bee 

syndrome, where women in authority 
are harsher on their female subordinates 
than they are on men. Quoting Madeleine 
Albright, she said, “There is a special place 
in hell for women who don’t help each 
other!” Ms. Conboy urged participants 
to adopt more of the Righteous Woman 
approach, where alliances are fostered to 
actively support one another. 

Assistant Superintendent for Croton-

Harmon School District Dr. Deborah 
O’Connell also addressed the attendees 
and emphasized the importance of 
mentorship and support.

“It’s so important,” she said after the 
event. “We want to make sure women 
know that they will have support when 
they step forward into leadership 
positions.”

Also addressing the workshop were 
Toni Robinson, director of professional 
development of Discovery Education, 
which sponsored the event, and Dr. Fran 
Wills, Superintendent of Putnam Valley 

Schools who spoke about the need for 
courage.  

Bonnie Hart, chairperson of Carmel’s 
Committee on Special Education, said 
she had mentored many men during 
her career and watched them ascend 
the administrative ranks above her. She 
said she found validation in the event, 
realizing that she is not alone and that 
women need to reach out to one another.

Interest continues to be high for this 
topic and a third Women in Educational 
Leadership retreat will be held in Saratoga 
Springs in May. 

Supporting Women in Educational Leadership Forum

Jazz Conboy, general counsel of  the NYS Council of  School Superintendents, speaks to women at the 
Women in Educational Leadership Retreat sponsored by PNW BOCES and the council.

The Putnam   
Humane Society 

Sally is smar t, playful 
& happy! Visit her at: 

Sally 

Remember, It’s November
Call Sclafani

Before Decem-Burr!!
Generators, Complete High Efficiency 

Heating & Cooling Systems & more! 
Licensed, insured and bonded! Quality guaranteed!

845 628-1330
sclafanienergy.com

NEW INVENTORY DAILY * COME IN & BROWSE & SAVE $$

WE SANDBLAST – PRIME – PAINT 

– AND POWDER COAT – 50' ROOM
M-F 7:30-4:30 SAT: 8-12

MERIDEN, CT & TORRINGTON, CT

800-560-3317 LOGANSTEEL.COM

LARGEST SELF-SERVICE BARGAIN 

BARN IN THE NORTHEAST

Catering to: Farmers  Welders  Artists  Contractors  ♦ ♦ ♦

 Sculpters  Handy Men  Students  Men & Women ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

 Do-It-Yourselfers..... Since 1972♦

♦ Sq & Rec Tube
♦ Pipe-Angles
♦ Beams-Sheet
♦ Plate-Channel
♦ Grip Strut
♦ Exp. Metal

10 lbs – 1,000,000 lbs

Carbon Steel, Stainless Steel,
 Aluminum, Galvanized

Flats * Rounds * Squares * Hexes * Cold Rolled 
* H.R.

LOGAN *CESCO STEEL COMPANY

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

MERIDEN, CT & TORRINGTON, CT
800-560-3317          LOGANSTEEL.COM

WE SANDBLAST - PRIME - PAINT
AND POWDER COAT

u Decking Special Aluminum 
Diamond Plate Mirror

Finish 18 Gauge 48 x 96 $75.00
Carbon Steel, Stainless Steel,

Aluminum, Galvanized
Flats *Rounds *Squares 

*Hexes Cold Rolled *H.R. * Bars
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The Putnam Hospital Center Auxiliary 
recently gave a major gift to the hospital 
toward the purchase of a state-of-the-art 
mammography unit. 

Auxiliary Co-President Peg Lindblom 
delivered a $50,000 check to Putnam 
Hospital Center Foundation Executive 
Director Priscilla Weaver earlier this 
month. The contribution is the first 
installment of a $150,000 pledge the 
Auxiliary has made toward the purchase 

of a digital breast tomosynthesis unit, 
also known as 3D mammography, for the 
hospital. 

The Auxiliary’s gift ties in with 
enhancements to the hospital’s breast 
center program. In recent months, 
the hospital received a three-year full 
accreditation designation by the National 
Accreditation Program for Breast 
Centers. The accreditation program is 
administered by the American College 

of Surgeons and is only given to centers 
committed to providing the highest level 
of quality breast care to their patients.

“Thank you to the Putnam Hospital 
Center Auxiliary for their generous 
gift,” Putnam Hospital Center’s Medical 
Imaging Director Richard Hvisch said. 
“The 3D mammography unit is a welcome 
addition to the Imaging Department and 
an important technological advancement 

for our patients.”
The Auxiliary’s donation comes from 

money raised through the service of 
volunteers in the hospital gift shop and 
the Eagle Eye thrift shop in Brewster.

The Putnam Hospital Center Auxiliary 
was formed in 1963 and has made more 
than $7 million in pledge payments since 
its inception.

PROVIDED PHOTO
PHC Foundation Executive Director Priscilla Weaver, from left, Auxiliary Co-President Peg Lindlom, 
Pathologist Dr. Vinita Agarwal, Volunteer Director Michelle Piazza, Medical Imaging Manager April 
Lividini, Foundation Development Specialist Lisa Lombardo and Quality Director Maureen Pace.

Florrie Kaye Tea Room in Carmel.

Brewster Flower Garden in Brewster with Brewster 
Chamber of  Commerce executive director Rose 
Aglieco.

Brewster Shipping Center in the Village of  
Brewster.

Radovich and Dean Music Store in Carmel with Greater Mahopac-Carmel Chamber of  Commerce CEO 
Erin Meagher.

Auxiliary Donates $50,000 to Putnam Hospital Center

Small Business Saturday 
in Putnam County

 

The Springvale Inn  
 Assisted Living Residence 
 All the support one needs  
 at an affordable price   

The Pines at Narragansett 
 Enhanced, Independent Senior Living 
 Apartments starting at $1000 
        
               Call 
 914-739-6700 x1250 

ACCESS TO A FULL CONTINUUM OF CARE : 
ADULT DAY SERVICES – REHABILITATION—SKILLED NURSING – RESPITE 

 Affordable  
Senior Housing  

Is Closer  
Than You Think! 

Ask About Our Move-In Special  
 - Third Month Is Free! - 

    At the Heart of Senior Living 
Ossining & Croton-on Hudson 

bethelwell.org 
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Putnam County Government will 
once again offer high school, college and 
graduate school students the opportunity 
to apply for paid and unpaid summer 
internship opportunities throughout its 
many departments as part of the Putnam 
Invests in Leaders of Tomorrow (PILOT) 
Program.  The concept of the PILOT 
Program was introduced by County 
Executive MaryEllen Odell in 2013 and 
continues to be supported by the Putnam 
County Legislature.

“The PILOT Program is one of the best 
professional resources offered to Putnam 
County Youth,” says MaryEllen Odell, “It 
is a program that I take tremendous pride 

in and I recommend students to apply, 
not only to gain real-world experience, 
but to learn more about the county in 
which they live.”

Eligible participants must be Putnam 
County residents who are graduate, 
college, or high school students in their 
junior or senior year.  Applicants must be 
at least 16 years of age. For college students 
a GPA of 3.0 or higher is recommended.

The 2017 Summer PILOT program will 
run from May through August, depending 
on student availability.  Internship 
hours, are typically 28 hours a week, and 
will be coordinated with Department 
supervisors.

Online filing instructions are now 
posted on the Putnam County Personnel 
website at www.putnamcountyny.com/

personnel.  The application consideration 
deadline for students is Friday, January 
20, 2017.  

Putnam Accepting Apps for 2017 PILOT Program

As families gather to renew 
acquaintances for the holiday season, 
conversations typically turn to celebratory 
milestones like engagements and births, 
as well as discussions on more sensitive 
topics such as estate planning or the care 
of a loved one.  

As a free public service, on Dec. 6, 
elder law attorneys Salvatore M. Di 
Costanzo and Jennifer L. Bienenstock of 
Plan Today for Tomorrow (PTFT), a law 
firm that focuses on elder law and special 
needs planning, will host an informative 
gathering of its own in its Northern 
Westchester office. 

In the uplifting spirit of the Fireside 
Chats popularized by President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt to instill Americans with 
hope and comfort, the law firm’s aim 
is to offer valuable assistance to family 
members in matters of long-term care 
planning and financial security. 

In a relaxed parlor setting, by the warm 
glow of a fireplace, cheese, cider and 
wine will be served. Elder law attorneys 
Salvatore M. Di Costanzo and Jennifer L. 
Bienenstock will field questions, listen, 
and share tips on how attendees can best 

provide a secure and sustainable financial 
picture for themselves or their loved ones, 
such as aging parents. 

“We want to help people understand 
the comprehensive resources available 
to them as they explore options for their 
own planning, as well as planning for their 
aging relatives,” says Mr. Di Costanzo, of 
Plan Today for Tomorrow, and a partner 
in the law practice of Maker, Fragale & Di 
Costanzo, LLP. 

The Dec. 6 Fireside Chat is timed to take 
advantage of addressing issues that tend 
to come up when families are together 
this time of year. Mr. Di Costanzo points 
out that family caregivers entrusted with a 
loved one’s assets need to fully understand 
the meaning of terms like Power of 
Attorney, as well as the newer, less-
familiar Statutory Gifts Rider. It also is 
critical to know the distinctions between 
a Revocable Trust and an Irrevocable 
Trust to make the right choice between 
the two. 

Other topics to be covered at the Dec. 
6 Fireside Chat are estate planning, wills, 
Medicaid planning, and any other topics 
the guests of Plan Today for Tomorrow 

have on their minds. 
Space for the Dec. 6 Fireside Chat is 

limited to 15 attendees, with reservations 
accepted on a first-come, first-served 

basis. For more information, those 
interested can call (914) 245-2440 or 
email mharrison@mfd-law.com.

Free ‘Fireside Chat’ to Focus on Elder Law, Special Needs and Estate Planning

Crossword
Answers

Salvatore M. Di Costanzo Jennifer L. Bienenstock 
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When is 
someone going 
to invent the self-
cleaning window 
and take it to 
Shark Tank? After 
all, we have the 
self-cleaning oven, 
don’t we?

Of all the chores 
I’ve considered 
doing myself as 
a homeowner, 
window cleaning 
has never been 
among them, not 
in two New York 
City apartments 
(impossible to do 

a picture window anyway from the 14th 
floor), two homes in the country and now 
in a fifth floor condo. I always thought 
that cleaning my own windows was too 
big a job for me, especially in my old, big 
colonial where there were 22 windows, all 
of which had storm windows which I kept 
on all year long, so actually that made 
both sides of 44 windows to be cleaned.

Some of the windows, dating back to 
the mid-1700s, had windows with small 
panes, making it extra difficult to get into 
all the extra corners. Colonials had small 
windows because the production of large 
panes of glass was not yet figured out and, 
as a consequence, had less exposure to 
the cold. But today with energy efficient 
windows, the entire outside can be 
opened to the world, depending on how 
much you want to see of it. And you can 
see more of it through clean glass.

And, if you are more a do-it-yourselfer 
than I, the chore is made easier by the 
newer tilt-in windows that allow you to 
clean the outside glass from the inside.

Other than the practical side of 
cleaning windows, there should also be 
a psychological boost in being able to 
see more clearly. The rooms are brighter, 
and you feel clean all over. What causes 
windows to get dirty in the first place? 
It’s just natural weathering that will cause 
grime to build up.  

For home owners, clean windows make 
a property much more inviting, helping to 
create a positive first impression for house 
guests. Additionally, if you are about 
to venture into the realty market, clean 
windows are a must in demonstrating 
good upkeep.

Cleaning windows is also a 
proper maintenance issue, removing 
environmental contaminants like acid 
rain, hard water, and oxidation  -- all 
corrosive contaminants – which extends 
the windows’ life span.

When cleaned properly windows are 
made more efficient. Dirt and grime can 
build up to the point where it interferes 
with the sun’s natural warming action 
during the winter months. Oxidation 
and weathering around window frames 

can ruin window seals and cause air 
leaks, fogging, and condensation that 
has negative implication for energy bills 
and mold issues. Also dirt and dead bugs 
can collect on sills over time, preventing 
proper closing action.

Here are some useful techniques for 
cleaning windows:
•	 Wash one side of a window with 

horizontal strokes and the other side 
with vertical strokes so you can pinpoint 
which side of the window has streaks.

•	 Use a squeegee on a long handle or 
a sponge/squeegee combination to 

prevent streaks on large windows. 
•	 Eliminate tiny scratches on glass 

by polishing the affected areas with 
toothpaste. 

•	 Washing windows should be done on 
a cloudy day, because direct sunlight 
dries cleaning solutions before you can 
polish the glass properly. 

•	 Use a soft toothbrush or cotton swab to 
clean corners. 

•	 For extra shine to window glass, polish 
it with well-washed cotton T-shirts 
or old cloth diapers. Or rub a clean 
blackboard eraser over a freshly washed 

and dried window to give it a diamond-
bright shine. 

•	 Polish windows to a sparkling shine 
with crumpled newspaper. The paper 
also leaves a film that’s resistant to dirt. 

•	 Wash windows from the top down to 
prevent drips.

•	 Remember that window cleaners pose 
a threat to woodwork. Don’t let them 
drip on the windowsill where they can 
harm the paint or varnish.

•	 Don’t want to spend money on a 

Practicality and Psychology of Clean Windows

Brewster, NY
1611 Rt. 22 at Rt. 312

   2 miles north of Brewster

      Phone: 845-279-3100

New Milford, CT
162 Danbury Road, Rt. 7

 Next to the Stop & Shop Plaza

Phone: 860-355-2001

 FREE
        Over $700 Worth 

of Jr. and Young Adult 

LiftVouchers,

Including a Season Pass to 

Bretton Woods, Given Away

    With Every Rental
               

�������������Amazing, But True!       ���          ��          
            

 Vouchers to: 
Bretton Woods
  Catamount    
    Okemo        �

Hunter
Jiminy Peak
       Thunder 

Ridge       
Windham

     Ski Package 
                  Skis, Bindings, Boots & Poles

 Junior:  
                 Up to 110cm       $9995  
              120cm and up       $10995
                           Adult:              $12995

                SnowBoard Package
            w/Boots & Bindings

      Junior:  $10995,  Adult:  $12995

We're Open Every Day 'til Christmas!  

                   Mon-Fri  11am- 9pm

                     Sat&Sun 11am-5pm
                              

                          

ALL STORES !
     

Wappingers Falls, NY
985 Rt. 376

Wappingers Falls, NY
Next to McDonalds

Phone: 845-298-9597

Starting Friday, Dec. 2nd...
                              

                          

continued on page 18
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 112916

ADOPTION
UNPLANNED PREGNANCY? Need 
help? FREE assistance: caring staff, coun-
seling and financial help. You choose the 
loving, pre-approved adoptive parents. 
Joy 1-866-922-3678 www.ForeverFami-
liesThroughAdoption.org. Hablamos 
Espanıl.

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Base-
ball Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver 

Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics 
Etc., Call Joe Today @ 914-310-5153

HUNTING
OUR HUNTERS WILL PAY TOP $$$ to 
hunt your land. Call for a free Base Camp 
Leasing info packet and quote. 866-309-
1507. www.basecampleasing.com

FOR RENT
4BR, 2.5BTH House in Chappaqua 
Schools. Fully renovated with new 
kitchen, appliances, bathrooms. - $3200. 
Also fully renovated 3 BR Apartment in 
Chappaqua Schools - $2,500.   4 Car 
GARAGES, open bays - $1,000 (or $250 
each). - 917-328-2420

HELP WANTED
PART-TIME LIBRARY CLERK, Kent 
Public Library 16 hours a week, 10.50 
to 11.75 per hour.    Must have a high 
school degree, be experienced  with 
computers, courteous, service oriented 

and able to work with the public at a 
busy library circulation desk.  Previous 
library experience preferred. Send re-
sume to cdonick@kentlibrary.org, and 
mention the word “clerk” in subject 
line.

BUNGE GLOBAL MARKETS, INC. 
seeks a full-time Manager Derivatives 
Trading-Financial Risk Management in 
White Plains, New York to work within 
the Financial Risk Management (FRM) 
group to manage the offering of mitigat-
ing derivative solutions to Bunge cus-
tomers as well as Bunge’s own risk desk 
and to manage a team of traders and 
analysts to confront quantitative, execu-
tion and marketing challenges.  Specific 
duties include: overseeing the pricing 
of FRM structured commodity prod-
ucts; trading FRM risk resulting from 
trading structured products; overseeing 
position maintenance and trade rec-
onciliation; overseeing FRM exposure 
per account; supporting the relation-
ship between FRM and various Bunge 
trading desks; overseeing relationships 
with banks and other third parties; and 
supporting position management sys-
tem development, maintenance and 
enhancement. The position requires a 
Master’s degree in Quantitative Finance, 
Economics, Agribusiness, Operations 
Research or a closely related field and 
2 years of experience as a Commodity 
Derivatives Trader, Trading Associate 
or a closely related position in the Agri-
business industry to include 2 years of 
experience creating price options-based 
risk management structures; managing 
daily trade portfolio; analyzing agricul-
tural commodity markets, including 
soybean complex, grains and sugar; and 
preparing position management reports 
and hedge analysis. Apply online at 
http://www2.apply2jobs.com/bunge, 
requisition code: 16-3558.

Entry Level Heavy Equipment Opera-
tor Career. Get Trained -Get Certified 
-Get Hired! Bulldozers, Backhoes & Ex-
cavators. Immediate Lifetime Job Place-
ment. VA Benefits. 1-866-362-6497

STYLIST WANTED, MAN OR WOM-
AN, Following preferred, for a growing 
salon in Katonah.  914-232-5201

TRIAL ATTORNEY (WHITE PLAINS, 
NY): Handle medical malpractice cases 
from inception through trial & appellate 
courts if req. Manage large case load (50 
cases). Research & develop a case theory, 
review, assess and summarize findings. 
Advise & represent clients on matters. 
Prepare initial demand estimations. Keep 
abreast with related legal standards & 
serves our clients following legal guidance 
imposed by the state of NY. Attend court 
conferences, mediation hearings, arbitra-
tion hearings, trials, and appeals. Manage 

work of 3 paralegals Req.: JD in Law or 
foreign equivalent & 2 years of experience 
in position or as Junior Associate.  Mail 
CV to Meagher & Meagher, P.C., 111 
Church Street, White Plains, NY 10601  
Attn: Christopher Meagher, Principal 
Attorney.

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
SMOOSHYTECH, LLC Articles of Or-
ganization filed with Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on September 27, 
2016. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: States Corporation Agents, 
Inc.,7014 13th Avenue, Suite 202, 
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
MELODY REALTY GROUP LLC, a 
domestic Limited Liability Company 
(LLC). Articles of Organization filed 
with the NY State Secretary of State on 
08/10/2016.  NY office location: West-
chester County. The Secretary of State 
is designated as agent upon whom pro-
cess against the LLC may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of 
any such process against the LLC to 315 
7th Ave., Pelham, NY 10803. Purpose: 
Real Estate Rental and Management.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of 
VAULTED GOLD SERVICES LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with the 
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 10/26/2016.  Location: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent for service 
of process on LLC. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: VAULTED GOLD 
SERVICES LLC, PO BOX 8542, PEL-
HAM, NY 10803.  Purpose: Any lawful  
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
WANDERER NEWS, LLC. Articles of 
Organization filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 9/30/2016. 
Office location: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated agent upon whom 
process may be served against LLC to: 
7014 13thAvenue, Ste. 202, in Brook-
lyn, NY, 11228. Principal business ad-
dress: 255 Huguenot St., Apt. 202, in 
New Rochelle, NY, 10801. Purpose: 
any lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MO-
BIGRAM LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on August 17, 2016. Of-
fice in Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent upon whom process 
may be served and shall mail process to 
the principal business address: 29 Faith 
Lane, Ardsley, New York 10502. Pur-
pose: any lawful acts.

continued on next page

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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continued from previous page
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF EX-
ECUCARE SOLUTIONS, LLC.  Arts 
of Org filed with the Secy of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 10/14/2016.  Office loc: 
Westchester.  SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail a copy of any process 
against the LLC to: LEGALINC COR-
PORATE SERVICES INC., 1967 Weh-
rle Drive, Suite1-086, Buffalo, NY 
14221.  Purpose:  Any lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF PE-
TER SONNENBERG , LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 08/08/16. Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Peter Sonnenberg 1133 
Pleasantville Road Briarcliff Manor 
NY 10510. Purpose: any lawful act or 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIM-
ITED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). 
NAME: THERAQUEST LLC. Articles 
of Organization were filed with the Sec-
retary of State of New York (SSNY) on 
10/25/2016. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of the process to: The LLC, 444 E 
Boston Post Road, Mamaroneck, New 
York 10543, principle business location 
of the LLC. Purpose: any lawful busi-
ness activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF DI-
ABETIC SWEETS OR SYDELLES 
SWEETS. Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on October 24, 2016. Office lo-
cation: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent upon whom process 
may be served and shall mail process 

to:16 Scenic Drive, South Salem, NY 
10590. Purpose: Any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIM-
ITED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). 
NAME: SKYHOOK PRODUCTIONS 
LLC. Articles of Organization were filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 11/01/2016.  Office location: 
Westchester County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: 
The LLC, 215 Loring Avenue, Pelham, 
New York 10803, principal business 
location of the LLC. Purpose: any law-
ful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF BUSI-
NESS CONCIERGE UNLIMITED, 
LLC. Articles of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on October 21, 2016.  Office in West-
chester County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to:  600 Mamaroneck 
Avenue, Harrison, NY 10528.  Pur-
pose:  Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
MOST AND CO PRODUCTIONS 
LLC. Arts of Org. filed with SSNY on 
11/17/16. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to prin-
cipal business address: Michael Wong, 
2 Pell Place, Pelham, New York 10803. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF T.C. 
INVESTIGATIONS, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with the SSNY on Oc-
tober 17, 2016. Office location: Westches-
ter County, New York. The SSNY is des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. The 
SSNY shall mail a copy of any process ac-
cepted on behalf of the LLC served upon 
him or her to: 103 Skyview Lane, New 
Rochelle, N.Y. 10804. Purpose: Any law-
ful purpose.

UNDERSTORY BREWING LLC filed 
Arts. of Org. with Secretary of State of NY 
(SSNY) on November 22, 2016, pursuant 
to Sec. 203 of the NY LLC Law.  Office 
Location: Westchester County.  Principal 
Business Location:  Understory Brewing 
LLC, 13 Rick Lane, Cortlandt Manor, NY 
10567.  Secretary of State is designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
may be served and the SSNY shall forward 
process to Understory Brewing LLC, c/o 
Corporate Filings of New York, 90 State 
Street, Suite 700, Office 40, Albany, NY  
12207.  Purpose: any lawful business 
purpose for which LLCs may be orga-
nized under the law.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-
578-1363 Ext.300N

ACTIVE ADULTS (AGES 55+):  Tired 
of living alone? Want to share your house 
(or someone else’s) in upper Westchester? 
Join the Cohousing Exchange: www.
cohousingexchange.com.  Homeowners 
and housemates welcome. Credit & back-
ground checks req’d.

REAL ESTATE
ABANDONED CATSKILL MTN 
FARM! LENDER ORDERED SALE! 39 
acres assessed value- $95,700 Available 
now for $89,900! Valley views, woods, 
fields, apple trees, great hunting! 3 hrs NY 
City! Owner terms! 888-479-3394

LAKEFRONT LAND SALE! 5 acresñ 
343 feet water frontñ an amazing $99,900 
Unspoiled lake, woods, views, perfect 
country getaway! 3.5 hrs NY City! 888-
905-8847 NewYorkLandandLakes.com

SCHOOLS/ TRAINING
Tractor Trailer Training Classes Form-
ing Now. If qualified train daily or week-
end. Financial Aid, Pell Grants, Post 9/11 
GI BillÆ, Job Placement Assistance. Na-
tional Tractor Trailer School, Liverpool 
and Buffalo, (Branch) 1-800-243-9300 
www.ntts.edu/admissions

O.S.H.A.  10 Hr. Outreach COMPLI-
ANCE SAFETY TRAINING CON-
STRUCTION (IN ENGLISH) HELD 
AT THE ELKS LODGE #2101 RT. 22 
Brewster  or company facility’s Putnam, 
Westchester, Duchess, CT Must pre- Reg-
ister 845-743-5324 EMAIL-macarcich@
gmail.com Authorized Outreached train-
er #1285-C0100219
              
WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AAR-
ON AT 914-654-1683

To Place a Classified Ad Call 
914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm 
for the next week’s 

publication

SEASONAL TAX PREPARER
Seasonal Work: Flexible work schedule from January through April. 
Farm Credit East, ACA is looking for an individual with bookkeeping, 
accounting, or income tax preparation skills to be a seasonal income tax 
preparer. If you are detailed oriented, have a college degree or experience 
in these fields, and a desire to put these skills to work, consider spending 
the next few months with us. 35 to 40 hours per week. EOEAA, m/f/h/v

Interested candidates should send resumes to:  Farm Credit East, ACA
Attn: Tim Slavin, 190 State Route 9H, Hudson, NY 12534

FAX (518)851-3319 or e-mail: Timothy.Slavin@FarmCreditEast.com
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Toys for Tots: Toys for Tots 
coordinates holiday sharing with 
the efforts of the Lions Club of Cold 
Spring and Philipstown Food Pantry to 
consolidate local giving.  Toys for Tots 
accept toys, games and books suitable 
for infants to teenagers.  In addition to 
toys, donations of new winter accessories 
such as mittens, scarfs and hats are also 
welcomed. Following local distribution, 
the toys go to Brewster for further 
distribution. Drop off boxes are at 7 
locations: Drug World, Putnam County 
News and Recorder, Early & Critelli, 
Foodtown, Deb’s Hair Design, Village 
Deli, and Greely Insurance Agency 
(Rt. 9).    Last day to drop off Toys is 
December 15. If you know of a family 
or individual in need of holiday toys, 
contact Anthony Philips at 265-2850. To 
drop off food or a contribution, visit the 
FoodPantry on any Saturday between 9 
a.m. and 10 a.m. at the First Presbyterian 
Church on Academy Street, Cold Spring.

Save the Date:
Tuesday, December 13:  Holiday Cash 

Bingo Knights of Columbus Ladies 
Auxiliary 10 Fair Street, Carmel. Doors 
Open 5:45 p.m. Admission $50. PREPAY 
BY DEC. 5th pay only $40 email for 
payment details:  Ladieskofc@gmail.com 
or call Cathy 845-222-2748.

Tuesday, November 29 
Metro-North Railroad will visit the 

Brewster Public Library to present their 
free community outreach program: 
TRACKS (Together Railroads And 
Communities Keeping Safe).  In 
partnership with the MTA Police 
Department, this program is designed 
to educate the community about rail 
safety; topics to be covered include grade 
crossings, rider safety and trespassing. 
5:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m.  For ages 8-12.  Space 
is limited.  Registration is required.  For 
more information call 845-279-6421 or 
visit http://tinyurl.com/hymfaus.

9th Annual Holiday Gathering in the 
Park: Putnam Valley Town Park. 6 p.m.-
8 p.m. FMI: Call Parks and Recreation at 
845-526-3292

3rd Annual Teen Health Day:  
9:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. at the Carmel Fire 
Department, 94 Gleneida Ave., Carmel. 
Open to anyone between the ages of 
13 – 24 years old. We will be providing 
FREE and CONFIDENTIAL health 
screenings- including HIV Testing, STD 
screenings, mental health and substance 
abuse referrals, and more.  There will 
be many community organizations 
available to answer questions that the 
teens may have on a wide range of topics 
related to Teen/Public Health issues.  NO 
question is OFF-LIMITS.

Westchester All Stars Christmas For 
Veterans Concert: 7:30 p.m. Event Link: 

http://paramounthudsonvalley.com/
events/westchesterallstars/ Paramount 
Hudson Valley Box OfficeP: 914-739-
0039, Option #2 from Main Menu

Friday, December 2
Escape The Library:   An after-hours 

teen program at the Brewster Public 
Library 6 p.m.-7:30 p.m.  Try to solve 
a series of puzzles that will ultimately 
lead you to the “key” to escape from 
the library!  For ages 13-17.  Pizza and 
beverages will be served.  Registration 
is required.  For more information call 
845-2796421 or visit http://tinyurl.com/
escapethelibrary. 

CRAFTS & ART in the GALLERY: 
Shop locally at our juried showcase & 
sale to benefit regional artists and the 
Putnam Arts Council, a non-profit arts 
service organization.  Member & VIP 
Sneak Peek & Preview & Reception: 
Friday, December 2 from 3-8pm Open 
to the public: December 3-11, noon-
5pm every day!   Putnam Arts Council 
@ 521 Kennicut Hill Road, www.
putnamartscouncil.com  845-8030-8622

Saturday, December 3
Blood Drive:  Mahopac Public Library. 

10 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. The New York Blood 
Center will host an urgent Blood Drive 
at Mahopac Public Library.  Give the gift 
of life, be a donor this holiday season. 
For information, or to register to give 
blood, call the New York Blood Center at 
1-800-933-BLOOD.

Defensive Driving at Kent Library: 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Kent Public Library 
at 17 Sybil’s Crossing in Kent Lakes. 
Receive up to a 10 percent discount on 
you motor vehicle collision and liability 
insurance premium for up to three years, 
and up to a four-point  reduction on 
your driving record. This class is offered 
by DigitalDefensiveDriving.com. The 
cost is $40, with a portion benefiting the 
library. Registration is required at www.
kentlibrary.org or call 845-225-8585.
Registration is not complete without 
payment. Please have payment in before 
the class.  The library is located at 17 
Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes. 

10th Annual Holiday Parade & Tree 
Lighting Take the entire family and join 
us in bringing in the Holiday Season. 
There will be a parade of lights with 
fire trucks, floats and much more… 
Tree Lighting Caroling Refreshments 
And of course…. Santa Please bring a 
non-perishable item for the New Life 
Christian Church Food Bank which 
serves our community. Contact persons: 
Gregory McGee at 1-845-206-3283 and 
Peggy Burns at 1-845-279-9259; and 
email at gmcgee@plfd.org.

“Holiday on the Lake” festivities, 
the activities, all within the hamlet of 
Carmel, start with a Pancake Breakfast 

with Santa at the Carmel Firehouse from 
9 a.m. to noon.  Reed Memorial Library 
will have Christmas crafts and a magic 
show from 11PM to 1PM, a visit from 
Santa between 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. and 
music/sing-a-long from 2 p.m. to 2:45 
p.m.  There will be children’s activities 
such as crafts and face painting at the 
Knights of Columbus Hall from 3 p.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.  From 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., 
there will be caroling and hay rides 
at Cornerstone Park at the corner of 
Fair Street and Gleneida Avenue (Rt. 
52).  Also starting at 4 p.m., the annual 
chowder tasting event will be held in 
Cornerstone Park.  The Cornerstone Park 
tree will be lit at 5 p.m., after a ceremony 
honoring local Vietnam Veterans.  For 
more information about the Holiday 
on the Lake activities, visit the Hamlet 
of Carmel Civic Association website at 
www.carmelcivicassoc.org.  

Sunday, December 4
Brewster Theatre Company’s 

Armchair Actors will present readings of 
two radio shows 2 p.m.  Enjoy dramatic 
readings of “Father Knows Best Christmas 
Show”, and “Richard Diamond, Private 
Detective Christmas Show.”  Audience 
participation is welcome; registration for 
this performance is requested. Register 
online at www.mahopaclibrary.org, or 
call 845-628-2009, ext 100.

The Putnam Chorale, Douglas 
Anderson, Director, will perform 
the entire composition of Handel’s 
masterpiece, oratorio, The Messiah.  The 
concert will take place at the First United 
Methodist Church on Main Street in 
Brewster, commencing at 2 p.m.  As 
usual, a full orchestra will accompany 
the Chorale and professional soloists 
will perform the solo movements of 
the work.  The performance begins 
at 2 p.m., ticket prices are only $20 
general admission and $15 for seniors 
or students.  Children under 12 are free.  
Entire families and friends of great music 
are invited to attend this thrilling event.
As a special treat, the Halleluiah Chorus 
will be repeated as an encore to the 
performance and audience participation 
is invited.  Scores will be provided. For 
more information about this concert, 
the Putnam Chorale and its upcoming 
performances, please check the Putnam 
Chorale website: www.putnamchorale.
org

International Folk Dancing for 
all ages and abilities.  No previous 
experience required, no partner needed.  
All ages welcome at all times.  Line, circle, 
and couple folk dances from around the 
world will be taught and reviewed. 6:30 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at New Era Creative 
Space, 1016 Brown St., Peekskill  (right 
off the parking lot). $5 per person. For 
further information, call the NECS at 

914 325-1053 or visit the website: http://
necspace.com/events/folkdance2016/

Penny Social Fundraiser Event 
Doors Open   1 p.m. Calling Starts 2 
p.m. Ladies Auxiliary #6318 Knights of 
Columbus Hall 10 Fair Street, Carmel, 
NY Our 2016 Raffles: TV, Fit Bit & Echo: 
to be drawn on December 13th Beautiful 
Holiday Baskets will be drawn on the 
4th. 50/50 Our Penny Items are New 
and Slightly Used. Funds raised go to 
our local charities. Refreshments & Food 
Available. Call 845-222-2748

Music: 3 p.m. Snow on the Bellower, 
Holiday Music Around the World. 
Terry Champlin, guitar and Sabina 
Torosjan, violin. Bach, Bartok and 
Champlin. Suggested Donation $15. The 
Chapel Restoration, 45 Market Street, 
Cold Spring.  www.chapelrestoration.org 
845-265-5537

Monday, December 5
Earring Making Workshop: Kent 

Library: Joan Lloyd returns to the Kent 
Public Library. 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
for an earring making workshop!  Joan 
will teach you how to make your own 
one-of-a-kind beaded earrings. Make 
one pair of earrings for yourself and 
one to be contributed to a battered 
women’s shelter.   All the materials are 
supplied.  Bring your creativity! This free 
program is for ages 10 & up! Registration 
is required. You may register for the 
program by going to www.kentlibrary.
org or calling the Kent Public Library at 
845-225-8585.  The library is located at 
17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes. 

continued from page 15

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com

glass cleaner? Home recipes work just 
as well as commercial products for 
washing windows.Try this recipe for a 
homemade glass cleaner: 

•	 Use 2 tablespoons ammonia, 1/2 cup 
rubbing alcohol, and 1/4 teaspoon 
dishwashing detergent. 

•	 Add all ingredients to a small spray 
bottle, then fill the bottle with water 
and shake well. You can substitute 3 
tablespoons vinegar or lemon juice for 
the ammonia. 

•	 Use as you would any commercial 
window cleaner.
Whatever the view from any window, 

you’ll enjoy it better when it’s cleaner.
Bill Primavera is a licensed Realtor® 

affiliated with Coldwell Banker and a 
lifestyles journalist who writes regularly 
as The Home Guru. Visit his website at: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and, if 
you would like to consult with him about 
buying or selling a home, contact him 
directly at 914-522-2076.

Home Guru
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49
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Four-time defending NYS Class AA champion Ossining High highlights 
a strong group of basketball programs in the Northern Westchester/
Putnam Examiner region, which are set to tip off the first week of 

December at a gym near you... see Girls Hoops Notebook

Mahopac senior Kim Schiera leads a fiery group of  Class AA Indians 
while Class A Peekskill adjusts to life without All-NYS G Lanay Rodney.

Hoop-De-Doo!

Ossining’s Kelsey Quain (L) and Jaida Strippoli (R) will need to find another gear with Aubrey Griffin (M) out for the year and the Pride 
seeking a fifth-straight NYS championship.

Put Valley freshman Kelli Venezia will need to score in bushels for the 
rebuilding Class B Tigers, who reached Final 4 last year.

2016-17 Girls 
Hoops 

Previews
Reigning Champ Ossining 

Seeks One for Thumb
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

SYRACUSE – They sang and danced 
like blissful school girls in the bowels of 
the Carrier Dome last Friday night: The 
Tusker locker room more like a scene out of 
‘A Chorus Line’ than ‘Remember the Titans’. 
What Somers High had accomplished was 
the kind of bar-setting experience that 
may never be topped in Tusker Nation, 
barring an encore performance in 2017. 
Somers WR Matt Pires totaled 153 total 
yards scored two touchdowns, and Tusker 
RB Messiah Horne rushed 101 yards on 
27 attempts and scored twice while the 
Somers defense forced four turnovers en 
route to defeating Section 5 champion 
Greece Athena, 25-17, in the NYSPHSAA 
Class A football championship.

It was the first state football title in 
school history for state-ranked (No.4) 
Somers, which finished 12-1 on the 
season and joined the 2016 boys’ soccer 
team, plus the 2014 girls’ soccer and 2004 
boys’ cross country teams as the only 
“team sports” in school history to win a 
state championship.

Horne was named the game’s MVP, 
in part because of scoring on the game's 
pivotal play. Having previously lost a 
fumble at the Greece Athena seven, Horne 
was hell-bent to address his miscue. 
The Somers defense forced a three-and-
out on the ensuing possession, and the 
state-ranked (No.2) Trojans had to pick 
their poison by punting to either Pires or 
Horne. Horne was the perilous venom of 
choice, and he dashed 40 yards to the goal 
line where he got walloped as he barely 
crossed the plane for the winning score 
and a 25-10 lead with 8:49 left. 

"Honestly, that was crazy, I knew 
he was going to come back from that 
fumble," said Pires, who was named 
the game's most outstanding back and 
finished the season with 22 TDs, 18.2 
yards per carry and 1,509 combined yards 
(rushing/receiving). "(Messiah) is one of 
the toughest, most non-selfish kids I’ve 
ever met. For him to come back on that 
and score a touchdown the next time out 

there is something special. To bring a state 
championship to Somers for the first time 
ever, is just something amazing. Coming 
off Week 3, we weren’t even supposed to 
win the section, never mind the state. To 
beat all these great teams we beat, starting 

with Yorktown in our own section, it’s just 
amazing. I’ll never forget this."

With the final nail in the Trojans’ coffin, 
the Tuskers went to work on defense to 
preserve the win, but Horne, arguably the 
top RB in the state this year, had put them 
in a great position. 

“I knew I fumbled in a really tough spot 
and I knew I had to make it up to my team,” 
said Horne, who finished his 2016 season 
with school records for yards (2,254) and 
TDs (29) in a season. The 2,254 yards is 
the most in NYS this season. “I knew Pires 
was out in front of me and he was going to 
get one guy, so I just had to beat the other 
guy and take it to the house. 

“This is the best feeling in the world,” 
added Horne, who had a massive 
contingent of family and friends at the 
dome. “I just wanted to jump up there in 
the stands with them when it was over 
because I know how proud they are of 
me. I never dreamed this could happen 
my senior year. I’m just so grateful for 
everything. All credit to my line: Like 
I’ve said every single week, I’d be nothing 
without those guys.”

Legendary Somers Coach Tony 
DeMatteo’s 334th career victory, third 
most in New York State history (most 
among active coaches), was the finest 
moment in his 47th year and his second 
state title. He became the first coach in 
state history to win football titles with 
two different schools (his first coming 
with Roosevelt in 1996), and he threw 
every ounce of credit at his team and his 
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Somers RB Messiah Horne beats last defender en route to game-sealing 40-yard punt return TD in 
Tuskers’ 25-17 NYS title win.

Somers LB Antonio Vieira makes one of  seven tackles in Tuskers 25-17 NYS Class A title win over Greece  
Athena.

coaching staff.
“I just have faith in everything they do,” 

DeMatteo said of the system the Tuskers 
have in place. “There’s trust between us all 
to do what we have to do to get the job 
done.”

The Tuskers had gone ahead 19-10 
in the third quarter on a 33-yard third-
quarter touchdown run by Pires off a 
tricky reverse. Greece Athena made it 
a one-possession game on a 2-yard TD 
pass with 1:18 remaining, but Somers DB 
Connor Gill recovered the ensuing on-
sides kick attempt to secure the win.

Somers struck first for a 6-0 lead in the 
first quarter when Pires' first took a 45-
yard pass in stride from junior QB Kevin 
Olifiers, who also did significant damage 
in punt formation, including launching 
one punt off a bad snap whereby he drew 
a roughing penalty that gave Somers the 
ball.

Somers’ defense -- spearheaded by 
Antonio Vieira (7 tackles, INT, sack), Erik 
Hagenah (10 tackles, 2 sacks, 2 fumbles 
caused), Jack Gilroy (8 tackles), Drew 
Cassin (5 tackles, INT), Dan Venditto (7 
tackles and 1.5 sacks), Vince DiFilippo 
(7 tackles), Ryan Elliot (6 tackles) and a 
slew of others -- stiffened whenever it had 
to. Hagenah was tabbed most valuable 
defensive lineman from a defense that 
held a hifalutin offense to just 3.3 yards 
per carry (108 yards on 33 carries). 
Somers’ D forced four turnovers and used 
its cage drill to contain in Greece Athena's 
nimble QB, Ta’von Granison, whom they 
knocked out of the game twice, for good 
in the fourth with a hobbled ankle and 
bruised shoulder. Greece Athena (12-
1) outgained Somers 334-223, but the 
Trojans sputtered in the red zone.

“We rebounded after Week 3 and go 
on to win a state title, it’s unbelievable… 

kudos to this team,” 
junior DL/OL Nick 
Gargiulo (5 tackles) 
said after being 
tabbed most valuable 
offensive lineman. “It 
was no shock for us 
to see Messiah and 
Matt perform like 
this. You know those 
kids; they’re the best 
football players in 
the state. Defensively, 
that was deliberate 
practice. That’s just 
working hard at 
practice every day. 
When we got in tight 
situations, we were 
ready for it.”

Greece Athena 
got within eight 
points (25-17) when 
backup QB Pat 
Meisenzhal fired 
a short TD pass to 
James Sciortino with 
1:18 remaining. Gill 
recovered the onside 
kick and Somers 
milked precious time off the clock before 
punting back to the Trojans, but the 
defense held firm in the waning seconds, 
which touched off the second state title 
celebration for Somers in as many weeks. 
They went wild in places like the Somers 
Pub, too, as the game feed was live and a 
huge crowd gathered.

Tusker Garrett Wilson won the 
sportsmanship award and Somers became 
Section 1's first state grid champion in 
four years (New Rochelle) and first Class 
A winner since 2003 (Nyack). It hardly 
seemed feasible back on September 16th 
when Somers was crushed in the fourth 
quarter of a 34-13 loss at Yorktown.

“Never in my wildest dreams did I think 
we could get beat like we did that day by 
Yorktown and then end up here with a 
state title,” DeMatteo said as scores of fans 
awaited his arrival at the team buses. “You 
know, usually the season ends in a bitter 
loss. You lose in the quarters, you lose 
in the semis. Never in my career have I 
gotten beat like we did in that Yorktown 
game and come back and had this happen. 
This is the greatest season of my life. That 
was a hell of a football team we just beat. 
We just willed a victory.

“As far as I can remember, I don’t know 
of two more explosive players on any 
one team in the history of Section 1 than 
Messiah and Pires,” DeMatteo added. 

“When we need a play, they make 
them. I love these kids, they are like 
family.”

Somers captain and OL Anthony 
Lombardi agreed.

“I have no words to describe this, 
I can’t explain it, I never thought 
this was gonna happen, it feels 
amazing,” he said. “These guys are 
like family to me and to be able to 
do this with them is something I’ll 
never forget. I’m so proud of this 
team.”

Evidently, the better part of 
Tusker Nation is, too. A spirited 
coaching staff, led by the 74-year-
old DeMatteo -- plus his son 
Anthony DeMatteo, Doug Packard, 
Dom Narcisco, Mike Sokolofsky 
and trusted eye in the sky Gerry 
Keevins -- turned a group of 
58 ambitious young men, plus 
honorary captain Johnny Esposito, 
into a prideful family the Somers 
community may never forget.

Somers DB Vincent DiFilippo reacts after breaking up pass play in end zone 
in Tuskers’ 25-17 win over Greece Athena in NYS title game.

Picking up blocks from Erik Hagenah and Messiah Horne, Somers WR Matt Pires (3) breaks off  big-
chunk gain in NYS title win.

Adoring Somers fans salute Coach DeMatteo after winning 1st NYS 
grid title in Somers history.

Somers Coach Tony DeMatteo salutes Tusker Nation after winning his 2nd NYS title at Carrier 
Dome in Syracuse.

Somers RB and game MVP Messiah Horne joins his family in stands after Tuskers knocked off  Greece 
Athena for NYS title.
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SYRACUSE – They sang and danced 
like blissful school girls in the bowels of 
the Carrier Dome last Friday night: The 
Tusker locker room more like a scene out of 
‘A Chorus Line’ than ‘Remember the Titans’. 
What Somers High had accomplished was 
the kind of bar-setting experience that 
may never be topped in Tusker Nation, 
barring an encore performance in 2017. 
Somers WR Matt Pires totaled 153 total 
yards scored two touchdowns, and Tusker 
RB Messiah Horne rushed 101 yards on 
27 attempts and scored twice while the 
Somers defense forced four turnovers en 
route to defeating Section 5 champion 
Greece Athena, 25-17, in the NYSPHSAA 
Class A football championship.

It was the first state football title in 
school history for state-ranked (No.4) 
Somers, which finished 12-1 on the 
season and joined the 2016 boys’ soccer 
team, plus the 2014 girls’ soccer and 2004 
boys’ cross country teams as the only 
“team sports” in school history to win a 
state championship.

Horne was named the game’s MVP, 
in part because of scoring on the game's 
pivotal play. Having previously lost a 
fumble at the Greece Athena seven, Horne 
was hell-bent to address his miscue. 
The Somers defense forced a three-and-
out on the ensuing possession, and the 
state-ranked (No.2) Trojans had to pick 
their poison by punting to either Pires or 
Horne. Horne was the perilous venom of 
choice, and he dashed 40 yards to the goal 
line where he got walloped as he barely 
crossed the plane for the winning score 
and a 25-10 lead with 8:49 left. 

"Honestly, that was crazy, I knew 
he was going to come back from that 
fumble," said Pires, who was named 
the game's most outstanding back and 
finished the season with 22 TDs, 18.2 
yards per carry and 1,509 combined yards 
(rushing/receiving). "(Messiah) is one of 
the toughest, most non-selfish kids I’ve 
ever met. For him to come back on that 
and score a touchdown the next time out 

there is something special. To bring a state 
championship to Somers for the first time 
ever, is just something amazing. Coming 
off Week 3, we weren’t even supposed to 
win the section, never mind the state. To 
beat all these great teams we beat, starting 

with Yorktown in our own section, it’s just 
amazing. I’ll never forget this."

With the final nail in the Trojans’ coffin, 
the Tuskers went to work on defense to 
preserve the win, but Horne, arguably the 
top RB in the state this year, had put them 
in a great position. 

“I knew I fumbled in a really tough spot 
and I knew I had to make it up to my team,” 
said Horne, who finished his 2016 season 
with school records for yards (2,254) and 
TDs (29) in a season. The 2,254 yards is 
the most in NYS this season. “I knew Pires 
was out in front of me and he was going to 
get one guy, so I just had to beat the other 
guy and take it to the house. 

“This is the best feeling in the world,” 
added Horne, who had a massive 
contingent of family and friends at the 
dome. “I just wanted to jump up there in 
the stands with them when it was over 
because I know how proud they are of 
me. I never dreamed this could happen 
my senior year. I’m just so grateful for 
everything. All credit to my line: Like 
I’ve said every single week, I’d be nothing 
without those guys.”

Legendary Somers Coach Tony 
DeMatteo’s 334th career victory, third 
most in New York State history (most 
among active coaches), was the finest 
moment in his 47th year and his second 
state title. He became the first coach in 
state history to win football titles with 
two different schools (his first coming 
with Roosevelt in 1996), and he threw 
every ounce of credit at his team and his 
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Somers RB Messiah Horne beats last defender en route to game-sealing 40-yard punt return TD in 
Tuskers’ 25-17 NYS title win.

Somers LB Antonio Vieira makes one of  seven tackles in Tuskers 25-17 NYS Class A title win over Greece  
Athena.

coaching staff.
“I just have faith in everything they do,” 

DeMatteo said of the system the Tuskers 
have in place. “There’s trust between us all 
to do what we have to do to get the job 
done.”

The Tuskers had gone ahead 19-10 
in the third quarter on a 33-yard third-
quarter touchdown run by Pires off a 
tricky reverse. Greece Athena made it 
a one-possession game on a 2-yard TD 
pass with 1:18 remaining, but Somers DB 
Connor Gill recovered the ensuing on-
sides kick attempt to secure the win.

Somers struck first for a 6-0 lead in the 
first quarter when Pires' first took a 45-
yard pass in stride from junior QB Kevin 
Olifiers, who also did significant damage 
in punt formation, including launching 
one punt off a bad snap whereby he drew 
a roughing penalty that gave Somers the 
ball.

Somers’ defense -- spearheaded by 
Antonio Vieira (7 tackles, INT, sack), Erik 
Hagenah (10 tackles, 2 sacks, 2 fumbles 
caused), Jack Gilroy (8 tackles), Drew 
Cassin (5 tackles, INT), Dan Venditto (7 
tackles and 1.5 sacks), Vince DiFilippo 
(7 tackles), Ryan Elliot (6 tackles) and a 
slew of others -- stiffened whenever it had 
to. Hagenah was tabbed most valuable 
defensive lineman from a defense that 
held a hifalutin offense to just 3.3 yards 
per carry (108 yards on 33 carries). 
Somers’ D forced four turnovers and used 
its cage drill to contain in Greece Athena's 
nimble QB, Ta’von Granison, whom they 
knocked out of the game twice, for good 
in the fourth with a hobbled ankle and 
bruised shoulder. Greece Athena (12-
1) outgained Somers 334-223, but the 
Trojans sputtered in the red zone.

“We rebounded after Week 3 and go 
on to win a state title, it’s unbelievable… 

kudos to this team,” 
junior DL/OL Nick 
Gargiulo (5 tackles) 
said after being 
tabbed most valuable 
offensive lineman. “It 
was no shock for us 
to see Messiah and 
Matt perform like 
this. You know those 
kids; they’re the best 
football players in 
the state. Defensively, 
that was deliberate 
practice. That’s just 
working hard at 
practice every day. 
When we got in tight 
situations, we were 
ready for it.”

Greece Athena 
got within eight 
points (25-17) when 
backup QB Pat 
Meisenzhal fired 
a short TD pass to 
James Sciortino with 
1:18 remaining. Gill 
recovered the onside 
kick and Somers 
milked precious time off the clock before 
punting back to the Trojans, but the 
defense held firm in the waning seconds, 
which touched off the second state title 
celebration for Somers in as many weeks. 
They went wild in places like the Somers 
Pub, too, as the game feed was live and a 
huge crowd gathered.

Tusker Garrett Wilson won the 
sportsmanship award and Somers became 
Section 1's first state grid champion in 
four years (New Rochelle) and first Class 
A winner since 2003 (Nyack). It hardly 
seemed feasible back on September 16th 
when Somers was crushed in the fourth 
quarter of a 34-13 loss at Yorktown.

“Never in my wildest dreams did I think 
we could get beat like we did that day by 
Yorktown and then end up here with a 
state title,” DeMatteo said as scores of fans 
awaited his arrival at the team buses. “You 
know, usually the season ends in a bitter 
loss. You lose in the quarters, you lose 
in the semis. Never in my career have I 
gotten beat like we did in that Yorktown 
game and come back and had this happen. 
This is the greatest season of my life. That 
was a hell of a football team we just beat. 
We just willed a victory.

“As far as I can remember, I don’t know 
of two more explosive players on any 
one team in the history of Section 1 than 
Messiah and Pires,” DeMatteo added. 

“When we need a play, they make 
them. I love these kids, they are like 
family.”

Somers captain and OL Anthony 
Lombardi agreed.

“I have no words to describe this, 
I can’t explain it, I never thought 
this was gonna happen, it feels 
amazing,” he said. “These guys are 
like family to me and to be able to 
do this with them is something I’ll 
never forget. I’m so proud of this 
team.”

Evidently, the better part of 
Tusker Nation is, too. A spirited 
coaching staff, led by the 74-year-
old DeMatteo -- plus his son 
Anthony DeMatteo, Doug Packard, 
Dom Narcisco, Mike Sokolofsky 
and trusted eye in the sky Gerry 
Keevins -- turned a group of 
58 ambitious young men, plus 
honorary captain Johnny Esposito, 
into a prideful family the Somers 
community may never forget.

Somers DB Vincent DiFilippo reacts after breaking up pass play in end zone 
in Tuskers’ 25-17 win over Greece Athena in NYS title game.

Picking up blocks from Erik Hagenah and Messiah Horne, Somers WR Matt Pires (3) breaks off  big-
chunk gain in NYS title win.

Adoring Somers fans salute Coach DeMatteo after winning 1st NYS 
grid title in Somers history.

Somers Coach Tony DeMatteo salutes Tusker Nation after winning his 2nd NYS title at Carrier 
Dome in Syracuse.

Somers RB and game MVP Messiah Horne joins his family in stands after Tuskers knocked off  Greece 
Athena for NYS title.
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By Tony Pinciaro
When it comes to girls’ basketball 

supremacy in NYS there is no need to 
look any further than four-time reigning 
champion OSSINING, where they will 
pack the house as early as December 7th 
against Scarsdale.

Led by 26-year Coach Dan Ricci, 
Ossining is to girls’ basketball as Lakeland 
is to varsity field hockey; good for an 
encore.

The Pride have transformed the 
sectional and state championships into 
its own personal highlight film, winning 
six consecutive Section 1 Class AA titles 
and four straight state championships. 
Ossining continued its dynasty by 
winning the 2016 Section 1 Class AA 
title, then completed the trifecta by taking 
the Class AA state title and federation 
championship last year.

Ossining, which went 28-2 last season, 
accomplished this highlighted by an 
underclassmen group. Yes, the Pride also 
had all-everything and all-state guard 
Shadeen Samuels, but she, along with 
Gabby Ferrao have graduated. Samuels 
is attending Seton Hall and playing 
basketball. The Pride also lost the services 
of sophomore Aubrey Griffin, who is out 
for the season with a torn anterior cruciate 
ligament. Griffin started and averaged a 
double-double last year.

Even though Ossining will be without 
these three players, the Pride received 
a major lift with the return of Andra 
Espinoza-Hunter, who will attend the 
University of Connecticut next September 
and play basketball. The senior joined 

varsity as a seventh-grader before leaving 
to attend Blair Academy (N.J.) for her 
freshman through junior years.

“Andra will be the glue to our team,” 
Ricci said.  “She has been fantastic since 

her return. My young team 
looks up to her and respects 
her. We are very happy to 
have her back home.”

Espinoza-Hunter adds to 
an already stocked returning 
core.

“We have, in my opinion, 
three of the most talented 
players in Section 1, 
including possibly the best 
player in New York in Andra, 
and a very hardworking, 
supporting cast,” Ricci said.

Ricci was referring to his 
underclassmen returning 
nucleus who all played 
major minutes last year.

Sophomore Kailah Harris, 
a 2016 all-state selection, 
is at center. The backcourt 
consists of junior Kelsey 
Quain and sophomore 
Jaida Strippoli, who was 
honorable mention all 
state last year. Junior Helen 
Ishmael will play forward 
and, at 5-foot-10, will team 

with the 6-foot-
1 Harris to be an 
imposing defensive 
tandem.

“Before the loss of 
Aubrey, the addition 
of Andra made us 
one of the most 
talented teams in the 
country,” Ricci said. 
“We can not replace 
Aubrey's athleticism 
on the floor and 
all the little things 
she does for us. We 
will, however, be a 
very talented team 
with a chip on our 
shoulder as we will 
play this season for 
Aubrey who would 
do anything to be 
out there with her 
teammates.” 

BREWSTER had 
an excellent 2015-16 
season, going 16-4 
and coming within 
a three-pointer of 
the Section 1 Class 
A final four at the 
Westchester County 
Center.

The Bears will 
be looking to take the next step this 
season, but will have to do so without 
six graduated seniors, including starters 
Frannie Merkel, Katie DePaoli and Dayja 
Medina.

Brewster and fifth-year Coach Mike 
Castaldo received a huge lift with the 
return of senior Julia Borsari. Castaldo 
said Borsari missed half of last season 
with an illness. Borsari will be joined by 
fellow returnees, Jess Miele (shooting 
guard) and Taylor Riccardi (forward), 
both juniors, and sophomore Maggie 
DePaoli (point guard).

Making the step up from junior varsity 
are a quartet of sophomores – Meagan 
Beal (forward), Kristin Stefanick (guard), 
Brianna Sayegh (guard) and Hailey 
Ratajack (guard).

“Our strength is our team speed,” 
Castaldo said. “We are not very big, but 
we are extremely fast and athletic at every 
position. Down low we have Julia Borsari, 
who is very motivated and ready to have 
a solid senior season. Maggie DePaoli and 
Jess Miele are two returners who give us 
great balance at the guard position. Both 
can play point guard, or switch roles and 
take over the two spot.

“We only have one senior, in Julia, and 
the rest are underclassman, but we will 
not use this as an excuse because all the 

girls, but one, have played a varsity sport 
so they know what kind of commitment it 
takes to win.”

Even though Brewster may be younger 
than other teams, Castaldo and the girls 
still have lofty goals.

While opposing coaches may have been 
weeping at graduation, LAKELAND’s 
Miranda Lustig did not have any seniors 
on her 2015-16 team.

The Hornets have a core nucleus of 
seven returnees who will aim to lead the 
team into double-digit wins and first-
round sectional win.

The nucleus is led by seniors Colleen 
Walsh (forward), Krista Verrino (guard), 
Val Potenza (guard) and Rieley Walsh 
(guard). Juniors Kelsey Walsh (forward) 
and Jessica Ascencao (forward) and 
sophomore Alexa Cole (guard/forward) 
complete this veteran group. Ascencao 
is fresh off the varsity field hockey team 
winning its eighth consecutive New York 
State Class B championship.

“Colleen, Krista, Val and Rieley 
have all brought an exciting energy to 
practice with them since day one this 
season,” said Lustig, in her third year.  “I 
am looking forward to seeing what 
they  produce  together for their senior 
year.” 

The quintet of varsity newcomes include 
juniors, Rose DeMuro (guard), Kayla 
Bugeya (guard) and Claire McKenna 
(guard), sophomore Sarah Carroll (guard) 
and freshman Brianna Monte (forward).

One thing Lustig has enjoyed during 
preseason has been the attitude of the 
girls.

“They work hard and have fun together,” 
Lustig said. “It’s hard to be successful if 
you aren't having fun. Our core seven girls 
have been playing with me for the past 
three years and they are really starting to 
gel together. Our newcomers have a great 
group to look up to and learn from.”

Even though Lakeland went 5-16 and 
lost in an out-bracket game last season, 
Lustig said the goals remain the same as 
last season.

WALTER PANAS coach Matt 
Evangelista has plenty to be optimistic 
about following a 2015-16 season in 
which his Lady Panthers went 12-9. 
Unfortunately, Panas drew perennial 
power Pearl River in the first round of the 
Section 1 Class A Championships.

Four players received their diplomas 
last June, but Panas has seven players back, 
highlighted by the senior trio of Melissa 
Keefe (center), Carlyn Mucci (guard/
forward) and Jade Pagel (forward). The 
trio of juniors back are Danielle Merante 
(forward), Kristen Kelly (guard) and Kellie 
Brown (guard/forward). Completing this 
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Ossining C Kailah Harris will need a much bigger year with Aubrey Griffin 
sidelines for the year.

Four-Time Reigning Champ Ossining Still Team to Beat
Class AA Pride Looking Good; Mahopac Returns Talented Cast

veteran group is sophomore Julia Araujo 
(guard).

The tandem of Mucci and Merante are 
coming in following another successful 
field hockey season. The duo were the 
leading scorers.

Evangelista welcomes a talented group 
of newcomers to varsity, led by junior 
Yvette Burcescu (center), a huge reason 
why the Panas varsity volleyball team won 
the New York State Class A title. Burcescu 

will be joined by classmate Sabrina 
Patriciello (guard), sophomore Eazette 
Bealon (guard/forward) and freshmen 
Katherine Reynoso (guard) and Kristen 
Scrobola (guard/forward).

“I think that we will be a very deep 
team this year,” said Evangelista, in his 
sixth year. “We have many girls who could 
contribute on any given day.  Also, we 
return many core players so that should 
help early in the year, as the new players 
are joining the mix. This mix of experience 
and new, talented players should improve 
the team from last year.” 

Evangelista likes what he has seen from 
the new players and he’s thinking about 
the different options this will give him.

“This team is comprised of great 
young ladies, who are very smart and 
hardworking,” Evangelista said. “The girls 
experienced some successes last year and 
are excited to try to build on those.

“The team's goals are to improve on 
last season's record, contend for a league 
title, earn a home sectional game, get the 
program's first sectional victory in many 
years, and see how far they can go.”

MAHOPAC coach Chuck Scozzafava 
did not have to worry about a lengthy 

introduction process when the Indians 
began preseason.

Scozzafava was fortunate enough to 
have 10 familiar faces back from the 2015-
16 team that went 11-9 and qualified for 
the Section 1 Class AA tournament.

“With nine returning players who got 
significant playing time last year, the team 
is well-balanced as well as fairly deep,” 
said the fourth-year Mahopac coach.

Mahopac will miss graduated seniors 
Carly Pease and Tara Ravoli, but having a 

large returning core makes 
their departure somewhat 
easier to accept.

Scozzafava has a nice 
blend among his nine 
returnees, highlighted by 
the senior foursome of 
Amanda Geyer (guard), 
Amanda McCarney 
(forward), Kim Scheira 
(guard) and Alison Reilly 
(forward). Juniors Claire 
Felix (forward) and 
Siobhan Hynes (forward) 
along with sophomores 
Zina McInerny (guard) 
Natalie Scanlon (center), 
Katie McDonough (guard) 
and Samantha Colatruglio 
(guard) complete the 
returnees

The lone newcomer to 
the team is junior Jona 
Pilgrim (forward).

Mahopac goes into the 
season playing in one of 
the toughest leagues as the 
Indians have to make the 
Dutchess-County circuit 
– Arlington, John Jay-East 

Fishkill and R.C. Ketcham – along with 
playing rival Carmel twice, as well.

“Our goal is to win the league and 
to continue to get better as the season 
progresses,” Scozzafava said. “We want to 
get as deep into the playoffs.”

YORKTOWN continues to take 
progressive steps forward under Coach 
Kevin Clark, now in his fifth season.

The Cornhuskers won eight games 
and qualified for the Section 1 Class AA 
tournament last season. Yorktown is 
hoping to increase its win total, return to 
sectionals, get that first win and go from 
there.

The Cornhuskers return a veteran core, 
including four starters – seniors Emily 
Nigro (guard), Miranda Walsh (center), 
shifty veteran Alyssa Francese (guard) 
and junior Emily Metz (forward). Clark 
also has three additional players back in 
seniors Anna Nuccio (guard) and Carli 
Mager (forward) and junior Caroline 
Keenaghan (forward).

Clark noted that two new additions 
to varsity this year are junior Mackenzie 
Merson (center) and sophomore Kathryn 
Severino (forward).

“We have good balance this year and 
players who compliment each other well,” 

Clark said. “I’m looking forward 
to seeing how this group blends 
together. They seem to really 
enjoy playing with one another 
and they appear to be a close-
knit group.

“Their ability to enjoy the 
game while still working hard 
is a pleasure to be around. I’m 
hoping that we can make another 
trip to the post season and 
continue moving our program 
in a positive direction.”

PUTNAM VALLEY 
welcomed back a familiar face 
in first-year coach Kristi Dini. 
A former Putnam Valley and 
Boston University standout, 
Dini returns to her alma mater 
after a successful run at Somers 
where she led the Tuskers to 
two league titles in the last three 
years while winning Coach of 
the Year honors twice. She also 
led Somers to the best record in 
school history by either a girls’ 
or boys’ team.

Dini inherits a Putnam Valley team 
that advanced to the Class B final four. 
However, Dini will go into the season 
without the graduated group of Reena 
Olsen (playing basketball at Cornell), 
Alyssa Stockinger, Stephanie Wagner and 
Alex Knight.

“This group of girls has such a great 
work ethic,” Dini said. “We have been 
practicing for 2.5 hours every day, not 
including offensive walk-throughs before 
practice, film, and lift. They're hungry to 
build on last year’s playoff run even after 
losing a D1 player and three starters.

“It’s a new system, both offensively and 
defensively, so everything is from scratch, 
which isn't easy for any team but they’re 
buying in and working hard every day. 
We are very small so its a guard-oriented 
group, but I’m so impressed with what I’ve 
seen defensively, in scrimmages, so far.”

SOMERS won two league 
championships in its last three years, 
but the Tuskers graduated five seniors, 
including Gabby Rosenzweig and Megan 
McHugh. Somers also has a new coach, 
Marc Hattem, who joins the Tuskers after 
leading the Ardsley basketball team.

Hattem began to acclimate himself to 
his new team once he got the job.

“As a new coach there has been a lot to 
put in, so we know that patience and hard 
work will be key,” Hattem said. “We played 
in both the summer and fall League at the 
Brewster Sports Center, so the first two 
weeks have just been a continuation of 
being together for the last few months.”

Hattem has a solid returning core led 
by seniors Livy Rosenzweig and Faith 
Anne Ferguson. The juniors include Dani 
Cuchiarella, Jackie Penzo, Tina Heibesen 
and Liv Lipski and sophomore Hannah 
Angelini also returns.

Joining varsity this season are junior 
Alex Pellegrino, sophomores Isabella 

Rukaj and Nikki Fiorino, and freshman 
Dani DiCintio.

“The strengths of this team is the 
fact that we have some great kids, that 
really enjoy playing together,” Hattem 
said. “Three of the girls (Penzo, Lipski, 
Angelini) played a lot of minutes on a 19-3 
team last year that lost in the quarterfinals 
to Pearl River. They are all very versatile 
players, and there is a deep bench that can 
contribute some good minutes. 

“The goal is to be playing out best ball 
by February.”

CARMEL persevered through a difficult 
2015-16 season and this determination 
will aid the Rams as they prepare for their 
new season.

The Rams return seven players, but will 
be without Claire Cody for this season. 
Cody, one of the team’s leading scorers 
last season, is out for the season after 
undergoing ankle surgery in October. 
The juniors will lead Carmel this season 
as five are back -- Maria Mazzamuto 
(F), Alex Barry (C), Kate Crawford (G), 
Taylor Smith (G) and Anne Pozner (F). 
Sophomore Kadijah Johnson (G) joins the 
junior nucleus. 

Four new players come up with Kayli 
Boscia being the team’s lone senior. Emily 
Schidrich (G/F) and Kayla Alexander (G) 
increase the junior class on the team and 
sophomore Cassie Barry (G) completes 
the new contingent.

Even though Carmel will miss Cody’s 
presence and scoring prowess, O’Hare 
likes what he has seen in preseason.

“Our speed which will enable us to 
score in transition,” O’Hare said.

“Our returning players played 
significant minutes last year and this

 experience should be helpful. We also 
have the ability to play 10 players. I really 
like our team chemistry.”

Peekskill nor Haldane responded to 
our requests for preview information.

Lakeland veteran G Colleen Walsh will provide a legit spark to the 
Hornet attack.

Peekskill will turn to Nyrie Holliman to anchor its backcourt this 
winter.

Somers sophomore G Hannah Angelini will take on a much 
more significant role this season.
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By Tony Pinciaro
When it comes to girls’ basketball 

supremacy in NYS there is no need to 
look any further than four-time reigning 
champion OSSINING, where they will 
pack the house as early as December 7th 
against Scarsdale.

Led by 26-year Coach Dan Ricci, 
Ossining is to girls’ basketball as Lakeland 
is to varsity field hockey; good for an 
encore.

The Pride have transformed the 
sectional and state championships into 
its own personal highlight film, winning 
six consecutive Section 1 Class AA titles 
and four straight state championships. 
Ossining continued its dynasty by 
winning the 2016 Section 1 Class AA 
title, then completed the trifecta by taking 
the Class AA state title and federation 
championship last year.

Ossining, which went 28-2 last season, 
accomplished this highlighted by an 
underclassmen group. Yes, the Pride also 
had all-everything and all-state guard 
Shadeen Samuels, but she, along with 
Gabby Ferrao have graduated. Samuels 
is attending Seton Hall and playing 
basketball. The Pride also lost the services 
of sophomore Aubrey Griffin, who is out 
for the season with a torn anterior cruciate 
ligament. Griffin started and averaged a 
double-double last year.

Even though Ossining will be without 
these three players, the Pride received 
a major lift with the return of Andra 
Espinoza-Hunter, who will attend the 
University of Connecticut next September 
and play basketball. The senior joined 

varsity as a seventh-grader before leaving 
to attend Blair Academy (N.J.) for her 
freshman through junior years.

“Andra will be the glue to our team,” 
Ricci said.  “She has been fantastic since 

her return. My young team 
looks up to her and respects 
her. We are very happy to 
have her back home.”

Espinoza-Hunter adds to 
an already stocked returning 
core.

“We have, in my opinion, 
three of the most talented 
players in Section 1, 
including possibly the best 
player in New York in Andra, 
and a very hardworking, 
supporting cast,” Ricci said.

Ricci was referring to his 
underclassmen returning 
nucleus who all played 
major minutes last year.

Sophomore Kailah Harris, 
a 2016 all-state selection, 
is at center. The backcourt 
consists of junior Kelsey 
Quain and sophomore 
Jaida Strippoli, who was 
honorable mention all 
state last year. Junior Helen 
Ishmael will play forward 
and, at 5-foot-10, will team 

with the 6-foot-
1 Harris to be an 
imposing defensive 
tandem.

“Before the loss of 
Aubrey, the addition 
of Andra made us 
one of the most 
talented teams in the 
country,” Ricci said. 
“We can not replace 
Aubrey's athleticism 
on the floor and 
all the little things 
she does for us. We 
will, however, be a 
very talented team 
with a chip on our 
shoulder as we will 
play this season for 
Aubrey who would 
do anything to be 
out there with her 
teammates.” 

BREWSTER had 
an excellent 2015-16 
season, going 16-4 
and coming within 
a three-pointer of 
the Section 1 Class 
A final four at the 
Westchester County 
Center.

The Bears will 
be looking to take the next step this 
season, but will have to do so without 
six graduated seniors, including starters 
Frannie Merkel, Katie DePaoli and Dayja 
Medina.

Brewster and fifth-year Coach Mike 
Castaldo received a huge lift with the 
return of senior Julia Borsari. Castaldo 
said Borsari missed half of last season 
with an illness. Borsari will be joined by 
fellow returnees, Jess Miele (shooting 
guard) and Taylor Riccardi (forward), 
both juniors, and sophomore Maggie 
DePaoli (point guard).

Making the step up from junior varsity 
are a quartet of sophomores – Meagan 
Beal (forward), Kristin Stefanick (guard), 
Brianna Sayegh (guard) and Hailey 
Ratajack (guard).

“Our strength is our team speed,” 
Castaldo said. “We are not very big, but 
we are extremely fast and athletic at every 
position. Down low we have Julia Borsari, 
who is very motivated and ready to have 
a solid senior season. Maggie DePaoli and 
Jess Miele are two returners who give us 
great balance at the guard position. Both 
can play point guard, or switch roles and 
take over the two spot.

“We only have one senior, in Julia, and 
the rest are underclassman, but we will 
not use this as an excuse because all the 

girls, but one, have played a varsity sport 
so they know what kind of commitment it 
takes to win.”

Even though Brewster may be younger 
than other teams, Castaldo and the girls 
still have lofty goals.

While opposing coaches may have been 
weeping at graduation, LAKELAND’s 
Miranda Lustig did not have any seniors 
on her 2015-16 team.

The Hornets have a core nucleus of 
seven returnees who will aim to lead the 
team into double-digit wins and first-
round sectional win.

The nucleus is led by seniors Colleen 
Walsh (forward), Krista Verrino (guard), 
Val Potenza (guard) and Rieley Walsh 
(guard). Juniors Kelsey Walsh (forward) 
and Jessica Ascencao (forward) and 
sophomore Alexa Cole (guard/forward) 
complete this veteran group. Ascencao 
is fresh off the varsity field hockey team 
winning its eighth consecutive New York 
State Class B championship.

“Colleen, Krista, Val and Rieley 
have all brought an exciting energy to 
practice with them since day one this 
season,” said Lustig, in her third year.  “I 
am looking forward to seeing what 
they  produce  together for their senior 
year.” 

The quintet of varsity newcomes include 
juniors, Rose DeMuro (guard), Kayla 
Bugeya (guard) and Claire McKenna 
(guard), sophomore Sarah Carroll (guard) 
and freshman Brianna Monte (forward).

One thing Lustig has enjoyed during 
preseason has been the attitude of the 
girls.

“They work hard and have fun together,” 
Lustig said. “It’s hard to be successful if 
you aren't having fun. Our core seven girls 
have been playing with me for the past 
three years and they are really starting to 
gel together. Our newcomers have a great 
group to look up to and learn from.”

Even though Lakeland went 5-16 and 
lost in an out-bracket game last season, 
Lustig said the goals remain the same as 
last season.

WALTER PANAS coach Matt 
Evangelista has plenty to be optimistic 
about following a 2015-16 season in 
which his Lady Panthers went 12-9. 
Unfortunately, Panas drew perennial 
power Pearl River in the first round of the 
Section 1 Class A Championships.

Four players received their diplomas 
last June, but Panas has seven players back, 
highlighted by the senior trio of Melissa 
Keefe (center), Carlyn Mucci (guard/
forward) and Jade Pagel (forward). The 
trio of juniors back are Danielle Merante 
(forward), Kristen Kelly (guard) and Kellie 
Brown (guard/forward). Completing this 
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Ossining C Kailah Harris will need a much bigger year with Aubrey Griffin 
sidelines for the year.

Four-Time Reigning Champ Ossining Still Team to Beat
Class AA Pride Looking Good; Mahopac Returns Talented Cast

veteran group is sophomore Julia Araujo 
(guard).

The tandem of Mucci and Merante are 
coming in following another successful 
field hockey season. The duo were the 
leading scorers.

Evangelista welcomes a talented group 
of newcomers to varsity, led by junior 
Yvette Burcescu (center), a huge reason 
why the Panas varsity volleyball team won 
the New York State Class A title. Burcescu 

will be joined by classmate Sabrina 
Patriciello (guard), sophomore Eazette 
Bealon (guard/forward) and freshmen 
Katherine Reynoso (guard) and Kristen 
Scrobola (guard/forward).

“I think that we will be a very deep 
team this year,” said Evangelista, in his 
sixth year. “We have many girls who could 
contribute on any given day.  Also, we 
return many core players so that should 
help early in the year, as the new players 
are joining the mix. This mix of experience 
and new, talented players should improve 
the team from last year.” 

Evangelista likes what he has seen from 
the new players and he’s thinking about 
the different options this will give him.

“This team is comprised of great 
young ladies, who are very smart and 
hardworking,” Evangelista said. “The girls 
experienced some successes last year and 
are excited to try to build on those.

“The team's goals are to improve on 
last season's record, contend for a league 
title, earn a home sectional game, get the 
program's first sectional victory in many 
years, and see how far they can go.”

MAHOPAC coach Chuck Scozzafava 
did not have to worry about a lengthy 

introduction process when the Indians 
began preseason.

Scozzafava was fortunate enough to 
have 10 familiar faces back from the 2015-
16 team that went 11-9 and qualified for 
the Section 1 Class AA tournament.

“With nine returning players who got 
significant playing time last year, the team 
is well-balanced as well as fairly deep,” 
said the fourth-year Mahopac coach.

Mahopac will miss graduated seniors 
Carly Pease and Tara Ravoli, but having a 

large returning core makes 
their departure somewhat 
easier to accept.

Scozzafava has a nice 
blend among his nine 
returnees, highlighted by 
the senior foursome of 
Amanda Geyer (guard), 
Amanda McCarney 
(forward), Kim Scheira 
(guard) and Alison Reilly 
(forward). Juniors Claire 
Felix (forward) and 
Siobhan Hynes (forward) 
along with sophomores 
Zina McInerny (guard) 
Natalie Scanlon (center), 
Katie McDonough (guard) 
and Samantha Colatruglio 
(guard) complete the 
returnees

The lone newcomer to 
the team is junior Jona 
Pilgrim (forward).

Mahopac goes into the 
season playing in one of 
the toughest leagues as the 
Indians have to make the 
Dutchess-County circuit 
– Arlington, John Jay-East 

Fishkill and R.C. Ketcham – along with 
playing rival Carmel twice, as well.

“Our goal is to win the league and 
to continue to get better as the season 
progresses,” Scozzafava said. “We want to 
get as deep into the playoffs.”

YORKTOWN continues to take 
progressive steps forward under Coach 
Kevin Clark, now in his fifth season.

The Cornhuskers won eight games 
and qualified for the Section 1 Class AA 
tournament last season. Yorktown is 
hoping to increase its win total, return to 
sectionals, get that first win and go from 
there.

The Cornhuskers return a veteran core, 
including four starters – seniors Emily 
Nigro (guard), Miranda Walsh (center), 
shifty veteran Alyssa Francese (guard) 
and junior Emily Metz (forward). Clark 
also has three additional players back in 
seniors Anna Nuccio (guard) and Carli 
Mager (forward) and junior Caroline 
Keenaghan (forward).

Clark noted that two new additions 
to varsity this year are junior Mackenzie 
Merson (center) and sophomore Kathryn 
Severino (forward).

“We have good balance this year and 
players who compliment each other well,” 

Clark said. “I’m looking forward 
to seeing how this group blends 
together. They seem to really 
enjoy playing with one another 
and they appear to be a close-
knit group.

“Their ability to enjoy the 
game while still working hard 
is a pleasure to be around. I’m 
hoping that we can make another 
trip to the post season and 
continue moving our program 
in a positive direction.”

PUTNAM VALLEY 
welcomed back a familiar face 
in first-year coach Kristi Dini. 
A former Putnam Valley and 
Boston University standout, 
Dini returns to her alma mater 
after a successful run at Somers 
where she led the Tuskers to 
two league titles in the last three 
years while winning Coach of 
the Year honors twice. She also 
led Somers to the best record in 
school history by either a girls’ 
or boys’ team.

Dini inherits a Putnam Valley team 
that advanced to the Class B final four. 
However, Dini will go into the season 
without the graduated group of Reena 
Olsen (playing basketball at Cornell), 
Alyssa Stockinger, Stephanie Wagner and 
Alex Knight.

“This group of girls has such a great 
work ethic,” Dini said. “We have been 
practicing for 2.5 hours every day, not 
including offensive walk-throughs before 
practice, film, and lift. They're hungry to 
build on last year’s playoff run even after 
losing a D1 player and three starters.

“It’s a new system, both offensively and 
defensively, so everything is from scratch, 
which isn't easy for any team but they’re 
buying in and working hard every day. 
We are very small so its a guard-oriented 
group, but I’m so impressed with what I’ve 
seen defensively, in scrimmages, so far.”

SOMERS won two league 
championships in its last three years, 
but the Tuskers graduated five seniors, 
including Gabby Rosenzweig and Megan 
McHugh. Somers also has a new coach, 
Marc Hattem, who joins the Tuskers after 
leading the Ardsley basketball team.

Hattem began to acclimate himself to 
his new team once he got the job.

“As a new coach there has been a lot to 
put in, so we know that patience and hard 
work will be key,” Hattem said. “We played 
in both the summer and fall League at the 
Brewster Sports Center, so the first two 
weeks have just been a continuation of 
being together for the last few months.”

Hattem has a solid returning core led 
by seniors Livy Rosenzweig and Faith 
Anne Ferguson. The juniors include Dani 
Cuchiarella, Jackie Penzo, Tina Heibesen 
and Liv Lipski and sophomore Hannah 
Angelini also returns.

Joining varsity this season are junior 
Alex Pellegrino, sophomores Isabella 

Rukaj and Nikki Fiorino, and freshman 
Dani DiCintio.

“The strengths of this team is the 
fact that we have some great kids, that 
really enjoy playing together,” Hattem 
said. “Three of the girls (Penzo, Lipski, 
Angelini) played a lot of minutes on a 19-3 
team last year that lost in the quarterfinals 
to Pearl River. They are all very versatile 
players, and there is a deep bench that can 
contribute some good minutes. 

“The goal is to be playing out best ball 
by February.”

CARMEL persevered through a difficult 
2015-16 season and this determination 
will aid the Rams as they prepare for their 
new season.

The Rams return seven players, but will 
be without Claire Cody for this season. 
Cody, one of the team’s leading scorers 
last season, is out for the season after 
undergoing ankle surgery in October. 
The juniors will lead Carmel this season 
as five are back -- Maria Mazzamuto 
(F), Alex Barry (C), Kate Crawford (G), 
Taylor Smith (G) and Anne Pozner (F). 
Sophomore Kadijah Johnson (G) joins the 
junior nucleus. 

Four new players come up with Kayli 
Boscia being the team’s lone senior. Emily 
Schidrich (G/F) and Kayla Alexander (G) 
increase the junior class on the team and 
sophomore Cassie Barry (G) completes 
the new contingent.

Even though Carmel will miss Cody’s 
presence and scoring prowess, O’Hare 
likes what he has seen in preseason.

“Our speed which will enable us to 
score in transition,” O’Hare said.

“Our returning players played 
significant minutes last year and this

 experience should be helpful. We also 
have the ability to play 10 players. I really 
like our team chemistry.”

Peekskill nor Haldane responded to 
our requests for preview information.

Lakeland veteran G Colleen Walsh will provide a legit spark to the 
Hornet attack.

Peekskill will turn to Nyrie Holliman to anchor its backcourt this 
winter.

Somers sophomore G Hannah Angelini will take on a much 
more significant role this season.
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Green Bay Packers legendary Coach Vince Lombardi once said, “If  you aren’t fired up with enthusiasm, you’ll be fired with enthusiasm.” And Somers’ captain and emotional leader Anthony Lombardi (52) practiced 
what the legendary Lombardi preached each and every day this season; thus one could see in his eyes the reward for having done so after the state-ranked (No.3) Tuskers (12-1) knocked off  Section 5’s state-
ranked (No.3) Greece Athena (12-1), 25-17, to win the NYSPHSAA Class A Football Championship last Friday at the Carrier Dome in Syracuse. It was Somers’ first NYS grid title and the 2nd in the legendary career 
of  Tusker Coach Tony DeMatteo (inset), who often quotes Vince Lombardi and idolizes the NFL’s Hall of  Famer... see grid Notebook

Lombardi’s Way!

Somers 
Crowned 

NYS Champs! 
Tuskers Defeat 
Greece Athena, 

25-17, 
for 1st Grid Title


