
By Andrew Vitelli
Putnam County Undersheriff Peter 

Convery, a member of the sheriff ’s office 
since 2002, died suddenly after suffering 
an apparent heart attack at his Mahopac 
home Tuesday morning. Convery, an 
active Rotarian and a member of the 
Mahopac Volunteer Fire Department, 
was 65. 

Convery was taken by paramedics to 
Putnam Hospital Center, where doctors 
and nurses tried unsuccessfully to 
resuscitate him. Convery was pronounced 
dead at around 9:30 a.m. 

“We’re all heartbroken. I don’t think 
the finality of it has sunken in yet,” Sheriff 
Don Smith said last week, two days after 
Convery’s death. “Many people liked 
Peter. Many people loved Peter. We’re all 
heartbroken here [at the Sheriff ’s Office], 

but I can tell you people are heartbroken 
throughout Putnam County. People miss 
him already.”

Convery joined the sheriff ’s office in 
2002 as undersheriff for Smith, who at 
the time was beginning his first term as 
sheriff. Convery had already had a long 
career in law enforcement, first with 
the Westchester County Parkway Police 
and later with the Westchester County 
Department of Corrections, where he 
retired as a captain. In his 15 years as 
undersheriff, he was active in a host of 
state and regional associations.

“He was probably one of the best-
known undersheriffs in the State of New 
York because he was so active in the 
[New York State] Sheriffs’ Association,” 
recalled Smith. “He was very close to all 
the communities. Everybody was Peter’s 

friend.”
Within Putnam, Smith said, Convery 

knew everyone and was close with 
the county legislature, town and 
village council members, and various 
organizations across the county. He was 
a parishioner of St. John the Evangelist 
Church in Mahopac, a life member of the 
Mahopac Volunteer Fire Department, and 
a longtime member and past president of 
the Lake Mahopac Rotary Club. 

“It’s tough because we lost not only one 
of our own in the Rotary Club family, 
but one of the best,” said Tom Casey, the 
current Rotary Club president. “He’s on as 
high of a pedestal as I have.”

Just a week before his death, Casey 
recalled, Convery helped with the rotary’s 
election eve event, arriving early to set up 

By Neal Rentz
Following a lengthy, debate, mainly 

between Supervisor Richard Williams 
and Patterson Volunteer Fire Department 
No. 1 Chief Matt Szpindor, the town 
board voted unanimously last week to 
move forward with a plan to create a town 
emergency medical services program that 
would begin in 2017.

With Councilman Kevin Burns absent, 
the board voted 4-0 on resolutions to take 
the steps necessary to go forward with a 
town EMS, including informing Putnam 
County that the town was planning to 
hire EMTs/

The town board followed the 
recommendation from a committee, 
which included Williams, to form a town 
EMS. 

“This would give the town greater 
oversight in areas of staffing and operating 
guidelines,” the committee report stated. 

“The greatest advantage would be 

the ability to bill insurance carriers 
and recover revenue,” according to the 
committee. “An overall plan to house 
the ambulance(s) is being discussed as 
are specifications for ambulance(s) and 
operating guidelines. The intent is to 
grow this system which would initially 
cover 800-900 calls to a larger program 
which could easily cover 1,500 calls 
and be nearly self-sustaining with the 
increased revenue from billing. It is also 
recommended that the town discuss with 
the Patterson Fire Department the use 
of their existing ambulance as a second 
ambulance or back up to the primary 
town operated ambulance.”

Szpindor has advocated a plan for 
his fire department to be the town EMS 
provider. The fire department could 
provide EMS at a cost that would be less 
than a town-operated system would, 
he said. The town has estimated the 
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startup cost for a town EMS would be 
about $692,994, but after the town began 
receiving reimbursements for EMS 
services, the next cost would be about 
$357,000. The town EMS proposal would 
have the town hire 15 part-time EMS 
workers, one full-timer administrator 
and one part-time administrator. The fire 
department has estimated the cost of it to 
operate EMS would be $43,750.

Szpindor addressed concerns about 
the town not having enough control over 
an EMS provided by his department by 
saying a town board member would be on 
the board that would oversee EMS. 

Councilman Peter Dandreano said 
a town operated EMS was the “: best 
option.” But Szpindor questioned whether 
a town-operated EMS was the best 
option. “Spending hundreds of thousands 
of extra taxpayer dollars the best option?” 
he asked rhetorically. 

Councilman Shawn Rogan said he 
hoped there would be “an ongoing 
discussion” between the fire department 
and the town about how the department 
could provide some supplemental back 
up EMS service even after the town has its 
own EMS. Williams said he agreed with 
Rogan and the fire chief said he was open 
to discussions with town officials.

No date for when the town operated 

EMS would begin was announced at 
last week’s meeting.  EMstar, which is 
currently providing most of the EMS, 
is willing to continuing providing the 
service on a month to month basis at 
its current contract cost until the town 
system is up and running, Williams said. 

The town board also voted unanimously 
last week to approve the $9,567,218 
2017 budget that includes a roughly one 
percent tax levy increase, which does 
not exceed the state-mandated tax cap. 
The budget includes $13,750 for various 
items requested by the volunteer fire 
department, including supplies and 
equipment. 

the event and staying late to help clean up. 
“He was truly a good example on how 

to really care about others, and rotary 
service above self,” remembered Casey. 
“He was just a super great person that 
wanted to help others.”

Putnam Valley Supervisor Sam Oliverio 
said Convery will be sorely missed.

“A nicer, more even tempered gentle 
man you will never find. I just spoke to 
the undersheriff this past Friday and 
asked him to help out on a situation here 

in the “Valley” concerning some kids 
on illegal quads and dirt bikes. Always 
gracious, he said he would get right on it, 
and he did,” Oliverio said. “I am shocked 
and so upset by Pete’s passing. Like the 
proverbial thunder blast in the night, I 
was startled into realizing that life is so 
fragile and unpredictable. I am so glad 
I praised the undersheriff for his always 
quick responses and support of our town 
when we spoke. I am also so glad I told 
him he was the “best,” because he was!”

Convery is survived by his wife, Luanne 

(nee Piscitella), whom he married in 1977; 
his daughters, Caitlin (fiancé Rachid 
Saad), Courtney (Peterson), Kerry, 
and Tara; his son Connor (Kelly); his 
grandchildren Colin, Isabelle, Peterson 
Jr., and Jackson; his sister Maureen Beale 
(Tony); his mother-in-law Edna Piscitella; 
and his sisters-in-law, Janice Demarest 
and Linda Ortiz.

“When I think of Peter Convery, the 
thing that comes to mind most is family,” 
Smith noted. “His family was his life.”

Born in Tarrytown on January 31, 

1951, the son of John and Rose Carolan, 
Peter Convery graduated from Sleepy 
Hollow High School before earning a BA 
in History from Iona College. He earned 
master’s degrees in Public Administration 
from Pace University and in Criminal 
Justice from Long Island University.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held 
Monday at St. John the Evangelist. 
Convery was interred at St. Lawrence 
Cemetery in Brewster. 

Rick Pezzullo contributed to this article
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Q: Could I benefit from lung cancer screening?    
A: The Low-Dose CT screen for lung cancer is a new 
form of traditional CT (computed tomography) scan. It 
uses a very low dose of radiation to provide unique 3-D 
information about the lungs, detecting ever-smaller 
lung cancers called nodules. Catching lung cancer early, 
when it’s smallest, has the most impact on prognosis 
and survival. Proof is that the LDCT Scan is reducing 
lung cancer deaths by 20 percent.*

If you meet each of these criteria, the screening, which 
is conducted at Northern Westchester Hospital (NWH), 
could potentially save your life: 

• You are between 55 and 74 years old; 
• You have a smoking history of 30 pack years –

meaning, you smoke (or smoked) one pack daily 
for 30 years, two packs daily for 15 years, 
or three packs daily for 10 years; 

• You currently smoke or quit within the past 15 years; 
• You have no symptoms of lung cancer.

Q: Should I be screened if I feel fine? 
A: If you meet the criteria, absolutely. Early-stage lung 
cancer usually presents no symptoms. Here’s why: The 
lung is a relatively large organ. Now picture a marble 
(the nodule) floating within a big balloon. For the marble 

to have a noticeable impact, it must get bigger. Only 
when that marble becomes the size of an acorn or an 
orange, do symptoms develop. That’s why screening 
is vitally important. Remember that most screening results 
are negative. Only a fractional number of people will need 
a biopsy, and a tiny percentage of those will have lung 
cancer. Also keep in mind that a biopsy performed at NWH 
is done using the most up-to-date, minimally invasive 
method possible. If lung cancer is diagnosed, NWH offers 
comprehensive treatment second to none.

Q: Can I afford the advanced LDCT screening? 
A: The screening is covered by Medicare and most 
commercial insurers. If you meet the criteria, and don’t 
have commercial insurance or Medicare, NWH can help – 
with many payment options and below-average pricing. 
If you can benefit from the screening, we make sure 
you get it.

Q: What steps should I take?
A: If you think you meet the criteria, ask your primary care 
physician about ordering an LDCT. If you don’t have a 
referring doctor, NWH’s nurse practitioner will determine 
your eligibility and possibly order an LDCT. NWH is going 
the extra mile to make this potentially life-saving screening 
100 percent accessible to everyone who needs it. 

If You Smoke or Used to Smoke
Advanced screening could save your life...

Christos Stavropoulos, MD, FACS
Chief, Thoracic Surgery Division
Director, Lung Cancer Program, 
Cancer Treatment & Wellness Center
Northern Westchester Hospital

www.nwhcancercenter.org

Ask the doctor

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

To learn more or to make an 
appointment with our Nurse 
Practitioner, call 914.242.7695

Neal ReNtz PHOtO
Patterson Supervisor Richard Williams at the Nov. 
16 town board meeting.
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By Rick Pezzullo
Residents of Philipstown, Garrison and 

the surrounding area were urged last week 
to voice their concerns about a proposal 
by the United States Coast Guard to 
create 10 new anchorage sites with up to 
43 commercial barges along the Hudson 
River from Yonkers to Kingston.

During an informational meeting 
hosted by the Philipstown Democrats 
at St. Philips Church in Garrison, two 
representatives from Riverkeeper and 
a member from Yonkers Mayor Mike 
Spano’s office brought approximately 
50 audience members up to speed on 
the efforts being taken to try to block 
the proposal which the Coast Guard 
has stated was initiated by the Maritime 
Association of the Port of NY/NJ Tug and 
Barge Committee, the Hudson River Port 
Pilot’s Association, and the American 
Waterways Operators.

“I think it’s important that we don’t 
strike fear, but it’s important that we do 
strike concerns,” said Jason Baker of 
Spano’s office. “Do we want to turn our 
river into an industrialized waterfront? 
Are we going to turn this into a major 
highway for crude oil? We don’t want this 
to happen. This is a regional problem. It’s 
important that we really stand up for this.”

In August, a new organization of 
municipal officials called the Hudson 
River Waterfront Alliance was announced 

in Yonkers. An online petition on www.
change.org was also launched by the 
alliance and more than 1,600 signatures 
have been obtained to date.

Meanwhile, more than 3,400 comments 
have been submitted to the Coast Guard, 
which has extended the public comment 
period on the project to December 6.

“This is just the beginning. This is a big 
deal,” said Erin Doran, staff attorney for 
Riverkeeper. “It’s coming at a time when 
the river is starting to recover. It’s starting 
to rebound and we can’t go back.”

If approved, the plan would encompass 
more than 2,400 acres of the river. Sixteen 
communities in the Hudson Valley have 
passed formal resolutions opposing 
the project. There is currently only one 
anchorage ground for vessels along a 100-
mile stretch in the Hudson River from 
New York City to Albany. 

The largest anchorage site of the 10 
proposed would accommodate up to 16 
vessels, stretching about 715 acres from 
the Greenwood Station in Yonkers to the 
Dobbs Ferry Train Station. Two sites are 
located in the Town of Cortlandt.

During a hearing in Croton last month, 
Edward Kelly, executive director of the 
Maritime Association of the Port of New 
York and New Jersey, maintained the 
anchorages would “enhance the safety, 
security and environmental stewardship 
of the vessels and the waterways in which 

they operate.” 
However, Riverkeeper insists the 

anchorage sites will present a significant 
environmental threat to the river, 
specifically if an oil spill were to occur, 
and is calling for a full environmental 

review.
“We know crude oil transport is 

pushing some of this, if not all of it,” 
Doran said. “This request is coming from 
industry. We’re in this for the long haul, 
fighting the good fight for residents.”

Residents Urged to Denounce Plan to Anchor Barges on Hudson

Sterling Optical • The Examiner • Store 157 • Job# 019617
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On Saturday, four people were arrested in Verplanck for occupying a construction site to stop 
Spectra energy’s plan to drag its 42-inch diameter, high pressure, fracked-methane gas pipeline 
under the Hudson River and adjacent to the Indian Point Nuclear Power Plant. Spectra energy’s 
proposed algonquin Incremental Market (aIM) Pipeline would bring fracked gas from Pennsylvania 
to New england. 130 people marched to the pipeline site, singing and showing solidarity with the 
defenders and pledging to continue the fight. alexandra zevin, one of  the trespassers who climbed 
into the pipeline site, said, “I am deeply concerned about the safety of  the Hudson River and the 
New York area. Spectra has shown that they have a terrible safety record, and I think it’s insane for 
this pipeline to be proposed so close to a nuclear power plant. they have already tried twice to put 
the pipeline under the river and failed both times, and I have no trust in them. It is not responsible 
to risk our health, our safety and our river for corporate profit.” 

Pipeline Protestors Arrested
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By Andrew Vitelli
Pleasantville Police Chief Erik Grutzner, 

originally from Carmel, was sworn in 
at last week’s Village Board of Trustees 
meeting, two weeks after officially taking 
over following the retirement of former 
chief Richard Love.

“Thank you so much for stepping 
into this role,” Pleasantville Mayor Peter 
Scherer said moments after Grutzner 
took the oath of office at the November 
14 meeting held at Village Hall. “We have 
every confidence that you will be a great 
chief and we have so much appreciation 
not only for what you do but for all the 
men and women of the Pleasantville 
Police Department.”

Grutzner, who graduated from Carmel 
High School, had been serving as acting 
chief since Love went on leave following a 
non-work-related injury.

“I was extremely grateful for the 
opportunity when I was asked to take 
over the department, and I am honored 
for the faith and encouragement that so 
many people have expressed so far,” said 
Grutzner. “In addition, I am looking 
forward to working with the board and 
the village administrator on the critical 
issues we will face in the future.”

Grutzner praised the police department, 
calling his fellow officers “the best group 
of people, top to bottom, of anyone I have 
ever worked with.”

“I am blessed with a roster of officers 
who are all smart and capable. I do not 
worry how the members of your police 
department are conducting themselves,” 
he continued. “I am confident that every 
call and situation is being handled by an 
officer in whom I, and by extension you 
[the public], can have faith.”

To the department’s officers, Grutzner 
added, “As each of you know and live every 
day, police officers are of the community, 
not above the community. Relationships 
between a community and its police 
department are built one interaction 
at a time. Every opportunity to engage 
someone can have a positive outcome. 
Our respect can impact people’s lives.”

Grutzner joined the Pleasantville Police 
Department in 1994, starting out as a 
patrolman in what was his first police job. 
He was promoted to Sergeant in 2006 and 
to Lieutenant in 2012. On November 1, 
with Love officially retiring, Grutzner took 
over as chief of the 21-officer department. 

“Our professionalism will not allow us 
to rest on what we have accomplished,” 
Grutzner said. “Police work has changed 
in the 22 years that I have been here in 
a variety of ways. From investigations 
to counterterrorism to assisting people 
with disabilities or those in crisis, smart 
practices will continue to become standard 
procedures.”

Putnam County Sheriff Donald B. 
Smith wishes to warn local businesses of a 
telephone scam that has been perpetrated 
by an unknown subject.

Recently, the Putnam County Sheriff ’s 
Department has received a number 
of inquiries from businesses in the 
Philipstown area that have received 
telephone calls from a person claiming 
to be a representative of Central Hudson 
Gas and Electric. The caller states that 
the business is behind in their electric 
payments, and that their power will be 
disconnected if payment is not received 

by 5:00 p.m. Some businesses have 
independently verified with CHG&E that 
the calls have not been generated by that 
utility. The caller has created a sense of 
fear and urgency in the business owners 
by ordering them to pay the “overdue 
bills” in an unconventional fashion, 
such as via Western Union or via nearby 
pharmacies that offer a service to wire 
funds to undisclosed locations. 

The Sheriff urges local business owners 
who receive such a call to verify the 
information via the telephone number 
displayed on their bill.

Carmel Grad Sworn in as Pleasantville Police Chief

Sheriff Warns Businesses of Telephone Scam

Don’t forget
Valley Restaurant 
open year-round!

2015 US 9 Garrison, New York 10524
845.424.3604 | www.thegarrison.com

BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY!
We have specially designed packages 
just for you. Call us today to start 
planning your holiday outing.

Call us today!
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Veterans and volunteers at the Putnam 
Veterans Museum recently hosted some 
very special guests.  World War II veteran 
Lt. Richard G. Hopkins, USN Ret., and his 
daughter Susan Hopkins came to Veterans 
Memorial Park in Carmel to present the 
museum with artifacts from his service 
and Putnam County’s past. 

Hopkins, 97, was born on Oak Street 
in Brewster, and his family moved to 
Carmel when he was young. Now residing 
in Westchester, Lt. Hopkins likes to visit 
the museum that exhibits ship models 
he donated in honor of his late brother, 
T/5 Reed Hopkins, member of the 1257 
Combat Engineers Battalion, U.S. Army.  
Reed, also a Carmel native, died in France 
during World War II.

The ship models include the USS 
Decatur and USS Porter, two vessels on 
which Lt. Hopkins served during his 28 
years of active duty with the U.S. Navy 
and an additional 2 years of service in 
the Reserves. The museum also displays a 
model of the USS Dahlgren, yet another 
model that Lt. Hopkins can detail from 
bow to stern.  The USS Decatur and USS 
Dahlgren models were made in Sweden 
by a master ship model-maker; the USS 
Porter was made in Eastham, Mass., by a 
master ship model-maker.

The Hopkins family has deep roots in 
Putnam County’s history, so deep that 
they precede the Revolutionary War.  Lt. 

Richard Hopkins is the sixth-generation 
descendent of Lt. Solomon Hopkins 
of the 6th Dutchess County Regiment 
with the New York Militia during the 
Revolutionary War.  Solomon’s wife, 
Elizabeth Crosby, was the sister of Enoch 
Crosby, the famed Revolutionary War 
soldier and spy.  

Susan Hopkins was pleased to present 
a framed drawing of the Enoch Crosby 
house in Brewster to complement the 

historical display that commemorates 
the soldier/spy story.   “A member of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution 
Enoch Crosby Chapter gave it to me; 
and when I first saw the display here, I 
thought it would be perfect to donate it,” 
said Susan.

“We are so grateful to Lt. Hopkins 
for his service and the generosity of his 
family,” said County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell. “Adding this beautiful drawing of 

the Enoch Crosby house to our Veterans 
Memorial Museum is rare a gift. This 
historic treasure will be appreciated by 
many visitors for years to come.”

Putnam County residents and veteran-
volunteers were on hand that day to 
host the Hopkins’. They included Jim 
McCarthy, Michael Tiren, and Jerry Imbo, 
all U.S. Army veterans.  A representative 
from the Putnam County Historian’s 
Office was on hand to record this very 
special visit.

 “I really enjoyed hearing Richard’s 
fascinating account of being part of the 
rescue of the USS Kearney (DD-432) off 
Iceland after it was torpedoed by U-boats,” 
said Jim McCarthy, “and the stories of 
his incredible world-wide adventures 
spanning the China Sea, Casablanca 
and Barcelona – when as an engineer 
he actually met and shook hands with 
Generalissimo Franco while onboard the 
USS Coral Sea.”

Not all of Lt. Hopkins years were spent 
at war on the high seas. There was a time 
when he was stationed at the Brooklyn 
Army Terminal, and for two years he 
was in charge of the heartrending job of 
bringing home the war dead.  After 32 
years in the service through wars and 
conflicts, Lt. Hopkins found it was time 
for a change.  “I was up for Lieutenant 

WWII veteran lt. Richard G. Hopkins, USN Ret., and his daughter Susan Hopkins recently visited the 
Putnam Veterans Museum

Putnam Vets Museum Hosts WWII Vet, and Carmel Native

BLACK FRIDAY SAVINGS GOING ON NOW!
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By Neal Rentz
Veterans who served in various 

capacities from throughout the 40th state 
Senate District were honored by state 
Senator Terrence Murphy (R-Yorktown) 
during a ceremony in Mount Kisco on 
November 17.

During the ceremony, which was 
held at the Moses Taylor Jr. American 
Legion Post 136, Murphy said why it was 
important to honor the veterans from 
his district for the 2016 Veterans Hall of 
Fame. The event honored 17 veterans. 

“This has been a privilege to do 
something like this,” Murphy said. “You 
veterans rock.”

On Thanksgiving “let’s thank our 
veterans,” Murphy said. 

Ron Tocci of New Rochelle, director of 
the Westchester County Veterans Service 
Agency, served as master of ceremonies 
for the event. Tocci served in Vietnam 
as a paratrooper with the 82nd Airborne 
Division.  He was on the Westchester 
County Board of Legislators for a decade 
and moved on to the state Assembly, 
where he served for 20 years. The event 
was “just a show of appreciation” for the 
veterans, he said. “You are special.” 

Some of the new members inducted 
into the Veterans’ Hall of Fame were:

As a member of the 82nd Airborne 
Division, Sean Casey of Paterson 
participated in the Hurricane Andrew 

relief effort in Florida. Recalled to active 
duty in Iraq, his unit conducted patrols, 
focused on IED detection, and provided 
artillery support to other units. He was 
awarded the Purple Heart, Bronze Star, 
and Combat Action Badge. He is now a 
detective in the Bronx.

William Duschaneck of Carmel 
served on the guided missile cruiser U.S. 
Galveston in Vietnam. After he returned 
from duty he served with the Mahopac 
American Legion Post 1080, the Mahopac 
VFW Post 5491, the Father Mooney 
Knights of Columbus in Mahopac and the 
American Heart Association.

Mary Jane Fowler joined the Marine 
Corps Women’s Reserve in early 1944. She 
trained at the Marine Corps Boot Camp 
at Camp Lejeune in North Carolina, and 
then worked in the PX, handling sales and 
inventory control at Parris Island in South 
Carolina. After her discharge she joined 
the American Legion in Katonah. She 
went on to teach mentally handicapped 
children and volunteered at Putnam 
Hospital.

George Godfrey of Brewster enlisted in 
the Army in 1951, and was sent to Seoul, 
Korea, where he served for 18 months and 
was awarded the Korean Service Medal 
with three Bronze Stars, the Combat 
Infantry Badge and the National Service 
Medal. Returning to Brewster, he served 
as a patrolman, among other positions. 

He is a 57-year member of the Brewster-
Southeast Volunteer Fire Department.

Stan Mersand of Pawling is disabled 
combat Vietnam veteran. He was 
awarded the National Defense Service 
Medal, the Vietnam Service Medal, the 
Vietnam Campaign Medal, and the Army 

Commendation Medal with two Oak 
Leafs Clusters, the Good Conduct Medal, 
the New York State Conspicuous Service 
Star, and the New York State Medal for 
Merit with Silver Shield. He currently 
serves as deputy mayor of Pawling.

Local Veterans Inducted into Senator Murphy’s Hall of Fame

Neal ReNtz PHOtO
Sean Casey of  Patterson was chosen for state Sen. terrence Murphy’s (left) 2016 Veterans Hall of  Fame 
during the Nov. 17 ceremony in Mount Kisco. also shown above is Ron tocci, director of  the Westchester 
County Veterans Service agency.

Holiday in the Park
at Mahopac Chamber Park
4:30-6:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 26

Tree and Menorah Lighting
Crafts  • Caroling  • Photos with Santa 

Hosted by The Greater Mahopac-Carmel Chamber of Commerce

*Santa arrives at 5:30 p.m.
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Adrienne Cook
Adrienne Margaret Cook, a longtime 

resident of Pawling, died November 14 at 
Putnam Ridge in Brewster. She was 97.

Born in Manhattan on June 5, 1919, she 
was the daughter of Oscar and Barbara 
(Gessner) Weiss. Before retiring, she 
worked at Newsday in Long Island as a 
teletype setter. She was a communicant of 
St. John’s Church, Pawling and a member 
of the Catholic Daughters.

She was predeceased by her husband, 

Frank George Cook, who passed away 
on November 22, 1969. Mrs. Cook was 
a loving mother and grandmother to her 
three sons, Bruce (Anne) of Yarmouth 
Port, MA, Jay (Nancy) of Naples, FL, and 
Peter of Grand Blanc, MI; two daughters, 
Ann (Paul) Sola of Poughkeepsie, NY 
and Barbara (Dennis) Keeler of Ocala, 
FL; seven grandchildren; and 12 great-
grandchildren. 

George Schmidt, Jr.
George C. Schmidt, Jr., a resident of 

Wappingers Falls for 20 years and former 
resident of Putnam Valley, died peacefully 
at home on November 15 with his wife by 
his side. He was 75.

Born in Tarrytown on June 1, 1941, 
he was the son of the late George C. and 
Eleanor (Straube) Schmidt. He proudly 

served in the U.S. Army. Mr. Schmidt had 
been employed as an auto mechanic at 
Pleasantville Ford for over 30 years until 
his retirement in 2003.

On May 6, 1989 in Hastings-on-
Hudson, he married Sandra Dean 
Schmidt who survives at home. He is 
also survived by his children and their 
spouses, Karen and Michael Curtis 
of Lawrenceville, GA, Christine and 
Tony McGinnis of Lawrenceville, GA, 
and Edward and Donna Schmidt of 
Wappingers Falls; his stepchildren, Teresa 
Robinson of Fernandina Beach, FL, 
Thomas Robinson of Saugerties, Robert 
Robinson, Jr. of Saugerties, and Kimberly 
Robinson of Fernandina Beach, FL; his 
grandsons, William and Nicholas Curtis 
and Jack and Doug McGinnis; his step-
grandchildren, Timothy Wilkinson, Scott 

Wilkinson, Marissa Wilkinson-Smith, 
Luke Robinson, Jake Robinson, and Shane 
Robinson; and his siblings, Janet Peterson 
and her husband Stanley and Raymond 
Schmidt.

Joseph Delio, Jr.
Joseph Paul Delio, Jr., a resident of 

Mahopac, died November 9. He was 46.
He was born on July 11, 1970 in 

Yonkers, to Joseph and Theresa Delio. He 
graduated from Mahopac High School 
in 1989 and enlisted in the United States 
Marine Corps. He served in the Persian 
Gulf War and was the recipient of several 
citations including the Combat Marine 
Action Ribbon. Subsequently, he joined 
the New York City Police Dept., serving 
20 years with the 44th Precinct and two as 
a detective in the 46 Pct. Detective Squad 
in the Bronx. 

He is survived by his beloved wife, 
Alison (Rehak) and children, Joseph, III, 
Michael, and Liliana, his loving parents, 
Joseph and Theresa, two younger sisters, 
Michele Cristofero (Robert) and Suzanne 
Delio, his maternal grandmother, 
Raphaela Fattori, brothers-in-law, 
William and James Rehak, as well as many 
nieces and nephews. He was predeceased 
by his paternal grandparents, Matteo 
and Crocifissa Delio and his maternal 
grandfather, Armando Fattori. 

Obituaries

 

The Springvale Inn  
 Assisted Living Residence 
 All the support one needs  
 at an affordable price   

The Pines at Narragansett 
 Enhanced, Independent Senior Living 
 Apartments starting at $1000 
        
               Call 
 914-739-6700 x1250 

ACCESS TO A FULL CONTINUUM OF CARE : 
ADULT DAY SERVICES – REHABILITATION—SKILLED NURSING – RESPITE 

 Affordable  
Senior Housing  

Is Closer  
Than You Think! 

Ask About Our Move-In Special  
 - Third Month Is Free! - 

    At the Heart of Senior Living 
Ossining & Croton-on Hudson 

bethelwell.org 
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Letter to the Editor

To the Editor:
I wish to provide a much needed 

response to the gross inaccuracies, 
misrepresentation of facts and 
unwarranted personal attacks contained 
in Director of Veterans Affairs, Karl 
Rohde’s letter published in several 
Putnam County papers.  

Considering the nature of the personal 
accusations against myself, an elected 
Legislator, did Mr. Rohde, who is the 
$60,000 Director of Veterans Affairs, 
independently write this letter, without 
prior approval from his supervisor, 
County Executive Odell?     

Contrary to Mr. Rohde’s characterization 
- “Flippant Characterization of Legal Aid 
and Veterans”-  if there is one thing that 
both my fellow legislative colleagues and 
constituents will agree: I am not flippant; 
in fact, just the opposite. The issues 
concerning veterans safety and quality 
of life and the shortfall that would have 

incurred to the Legal Aid Society had 
not the funds been restored contrary to 
County Executive’s Odell Budget, were 
indeed most serious, not flippant.

It is the sworn duty of legislators 
to question any request by a head of 
department or agency for equipment 
or funding. I take this responsibility 
seriously not “flippantly” as do my fellow 
legislators. And so we did in the instance 
of Mr. Rohde’s request for a new generator 
for the Veterans Residence. We questioned 
the source of funding and imminent need 
for a generator since several were available 
at the EMS building.  So in light of these 
concerns which obviously Mr. Rohde 
found irksome and as a result of exercising 
our oversight responsibilities, four of my 
colleagues in Committee joined me in 
tabling the issue: Addonizio, Wright, 
Gross and Gouldman. Subsequently, the 
measure was passed unanimously at the 
Full Legislative meeting.  

Outrageously in an attempt to discredit 
my long support for veterans, Mr. Rohde 
targeted only myself for his defamatory 
attacks “as not a friend of veterans,” 
suggesting that I am “using veterans 
for personal political advantage.” He 
then proceeded to conflate the issue of 
the generator with that of funding for 
the Legal Aid Society, using the latter 
to attack me as “disingenuous” for my 
persistent support for increased funding 
for this organization. 

In Mr Rohde’s muddled letter, he 
even associated this fine organization 
and its clients as limited to “drug 
addicts” and “criminals.”  Stigmatizing 
this organization and besmirching the 
population it serves, the hard-working 
people of Putnam County who lack the 
financial means to engage an attorney, is 
reprehensible, mean spirited and contrary 
to our democracy’s foundational value 
of equal justice even for “drug addicts” 

and “criminals.”   Mr Rohde’s attempt 
to dissociate the veterans who fought 
so that the blessings of liberty might be 
enjoyed by all, without discrimination or 
stigmatization from services that Legal 
Aid can expertly provide, is beyond the 
pale.. As Director of Veterans Affairs and a 
Vietnam veteran himself, he should know 
that one of the residues of war suffered by 
veterans is indeed drug addiction, a fact 
confirmed by NYS Legal Aid.

I call on County Executive Odell, who 
appointed Mr. Rohde, to repudiate the 
assertions made in this disgraceful letter 
and the stereotypes of criminality that he 
attributes to the people who benefit from 
the services provided by Legal Aid.

 
Dini LoBue
Legislator, District 8

Dr. Michael Dubin has joined Health 
Quest Medical Practice’s primary care 
office in Carmel. 

The board-certified internist spent 
the past eight years at Northern Medical 
Specialists, whose offices are located at 
Putnam Hospital Center. Prior to that, he 
worked at Montefiore Medical Group in 
Yonkers and the Bronx.

He also served on the faculty of Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine from 1998 
to 2012, as an instructor of medicine. 
Dubin was an attending physician at 
Albert Einstein Hospital with teaching 
responsibilities for medical residents.

“I’m happy to join Health Quest 
Medical Practice and I look forward to 
providing medical care to patients with 
a wide variety of medical issues,” Dubin 
said.

Dubin has a special interest in treating 
hypertension, diabetes, weight reduction 
and stress management.

Dubin completed his residency in 
internal medicine at Henry Ford Hospital 
in Detroit, Mich., and an internship at 
Wayne State University/Detroit Medical 
Center. He also did his residency in 
general surgery at Botkin Hospital 
Program in Moscow, Russia. He holds a 
medical degree from Moscow Medical 
School in Russia.

The primary care office is located at 
150 Route 52, Carmel and can be reached 
at 845-228-2910 (TTY 800-421-1220). 
For more information, visit http://www.
healthquest.org/medical-practice/hqmp-
carmel.aspx

LoBue Rights Wrong in Rohde Letter

Dr. Michael Dubin Joins HQMP Division of Primary Care 
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Commander and they said I had to do 
three years more and I said, ‘You can have 
it!’, said Hopkins with a hearty laugh. 
“I got a chance to work for IBM up in 
Fishkill so I took it.”

On this sunny fall day, Lt. Hopkins 
donated his display case of service medals, 
ribbons and awards which include two 
World War II campaign medals, the 
World War II Victory medal, combat 
action ribbons and an impressive number 
of good conduct medals.  The case will 
be prominently exhibited along with his 
service portrait, his brother’s portrait and 
the beloved ship models – a special and 
collective display of sacrifice.

Before leaving the museum, Lt. Hopkins 
stopped to admire another special exhibit.

“That’s the New York!” he exclaimed, 
pointing to the ship model of the USS 
New York LPD-21. This post-9-11 United 
States Navy warship’s bow was forged 
from the steel of the World Trade Center 
and its official motto is “Strength forged 
through sacrifice. Never Forget.”

Lt. Hopkins smiled and commended 
the veteran volunteers saying, “That’s 
good that you got that model!” 

The Putnam County Veteran Memorial 
Park is located at 201 Gipsy Trail Road in 
Carmel. The Putnam Veterans’ Museum 
is open on Wednesdays from 10 am – 1 
pm and is administered by the Putnam 
County Veterans Service Agency. 

continued from page 5

Putnam Vets Museum Hosts 
WWII Vet, and Carmel Native

SMALL NEWS
IS BIG NEWS

Dr. Michael Dubin
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Meghan Cabral, a George Fischer 
Middle School Band teacher, was one 
of just 290 music teachers from 264 
cities across 41 states to have been 
selected as a quarterfinalist for the Music 
Educator Award™ presented by The 
Recording Academy® and the GRAMMY 
Foundation®. In total, more than 3,300 
initial nominations were submitted from 
all 50 states.           

The Music Educator Award was 
established to recognize current 
educators (kindergarten through 
college, public and private schools) 

who have made a significant and 
lasting contribution to the field of 
music education and who demonstrate 
a commitment to the broader cause of 
maintaining music education in the 
schools. 

“Meghan has been a Grammy award 
winner in our eyes for years,” commented 
Andy Irvin, Superintendent of Schools.  
“It’s fantastic that the Academy has finally 
recognized her as well. Congratulations 
to Meghan. We thank her for all she does 
for the students of the Carmel Central 
School District.”

Additional sponsors of this award 
include the Ford Motor Company, 
Disney Performing Arts, and the 
National Association of Music Merchants 
(NAMM).

Carmel Teacher Named a 2017 Music Educator Quarterfinalist

Brewster Board of Education member 
and longtime educational advocate Mary 
Cay Nilsen has been appointed to the 
Putnam | Northern Westchester Board of 
Education, replacing Carolyn Aversano 
who recently resigned.

“It all starts with that baby in your 
arms,” said Nilsen, a stay-at-home mom 
who first began thinking about how to 
make children’s lives better when she had 
her son 21 years ago. “Then it becomes, 
what would be good for his class? And 
what would be good for the whole second 
grade? For the whole school?”

Eventually, Nilsen’s instinct as a mother 
to create the best life for her son turned 
into a passion to help all children succeed. 
Now, she is working to fulfill that passion 
as the newest member of BOCES’ Board 
of Education. 

“It all seemed to fall into place but it 
was 20 years in the making,” said Nilsen 
when asked what drew her to her new 
role. “I have one son in college and one 
who is senior in high school, so I have the 
time now to go to the meetings and do the 
work of a board member.”

A 20-year resident of Brewster, Nilsen 
joined the Brewster Board of Education a 
year ago. Shortly after joining the Brewster 
board, she was invited to tour BOCES and 
learn about its programs. 

“The tour was a huge eye opener for me,” 
Nilsen said. “I think most parents think of 
BOCES as the place where kids go who 
need extra help. But when I toured the 
campus, I saw the professional learning 
opportunities, management services 
and other benefits we get in Brewster by 
being part of BOCES. It really peaked my 
interest.”

Nilsen said what she most values about 
BOCES is that it has a partnership with 
school districts in the region. 

“BOCES is there for students we may 
not be able to serve and it is there to fill 
in the gaps and provide professional 
learning and extra support,” she said. “We 
are working together and travelling the 
same path.”

Nilsen lives in Brewster with her 
husband, Glenn, and has two sons: Daniel, 
who attends the University of Rhode 
Island, and Tim, a senior at Brewster High 
School. 

Brewster’s Mary 
Cay Nilsen Named 
to BOCES Board 
of Education

Everything is On Sale:  Skis, Boots, Bindings,

       Jackets, Pants, Fleece, Socks, Helmets,    �       �

                    Goggles, Gloves, Hats etc.

 Buy and/or Sell good used Ski &

 Snowboard Equipment & Clothing!

                Register Early for Best Results

 

Swap Hours Brewster:
3 Days Only This Year

Friday... 9am - 7pm
Saturday... 9am - 7pm
Sunday... 9am - 7pm

    Save up to 70% OFF

   New Equipment & Clothing

            Under the Tent

Brewster, NY
1611 Rt. 22 at Rt. 312

   2 miles north of Brewster

      Phone: 845-279-3100

New Milford, CT
162 Danbury Road, Rt. 7

 Next to the Stop & Shop Plaza

Phone: 860-355-2001

Brewster
& New Milford

   

Swap Hours New Milford:
Fri.  10am - 5pm

Sat., Sun.  10am - 5pm

       Nov. 25, 26 and 27th
      3 Days Only in Brewster

Continues in New Milford Only

          Dec. 3rd and 4th

Meghan Cabral 
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Yuka’s Latin Fusion 
Croton

Business 

of the Week
By Neal Rentz

Cortlandt resident Claudia Villeda 
and Peekskill resident Mike Guerra 
have given local residents a new place to 
sample Latin cuisine.

The co-owners opened Yuka’s Latin 
Fusion in Croton. Villeda said last week 
the restaurant was named after yucca, 
which is a root vegetable that tastes like 
a potato. The restaurant was named by 
Guerra. “We use it (yucca) all over Latin 
America,” Guerra said. “We are a fusion 
of all of those countries.” 

The eatery was opened about 10 weeks 
ago on Albany Post Road (Route 9A). 
While Yuka’s is the first business Guerra 
has owned, Villeda has owned a series of 
restaurants. However, Guerra has been in 
the industry in many capacities for about 
13 years. “It’s in my blood,” he said. 

Villeda said she had a practical reason 
for owning restaurants. “My dad used to 
say if you want to make money? You want 

to succeed? You’ve got to be involved in 
the food business. Everybody eats every 
day,” she recalled being told. 

Yuka’s offers both tapas small plates and 

full meals. Among the new restaurant’s 
specialties is skirt steak which is a 
popular staple in Latin restaurants, 
Villeda explained. Paella and tacos, 

chicken and beef stuffed empanadas 
and stuffed avocados are also among 
the eatery’s popular dishes, Guerra said. 
“I think our most popular items are the 
tacos,” he said. 

Guerra said business has been good 
so far for the new establishment. 
“Everybody in the area has had a pretty 
good response to this restaurant. We’re 
pretty happy so far,” he said.

Villeda said her customers have 
generally come from Croton, Cortlandt, 
Peekskill and Mount Kisco,  adding many 
patrons have also come from Ossining 
and White Plains.  

Yuka’s is located in the site of a 
former restaurant. The renovations took 
the new owners about five months to 
complete,Villeda said. Guerra said the 
co-owners wanted “a little rustic, modern 
look, something different in the area.”

Guerra said he believes success for 
his restaurant would be “to be here for a 
long, long time” and eventually expand to 
other locations and eventually become a 
chain. 

Yuka’s Latin Fusion is located at 2011 
Albany Post Rd. in Croton. For more 
information, call 914-862-4449, visit 
YukasLatinFusion.com or send an e-mail 
to YukasLatinFusion@gmail.com. The 
restaurant also has a Facebook page. 

Neal ReNtz PHOtO
Cortlandt resident Claudia Villeda and Peekskill resident Mike Guerra recently opened Yuka’s latin 
Fusion restaurant in Croton.
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By Connie Cramer
The holidays are here. And, we all know 

what that means. Parties. Sweets. Office 
kitchens full of food and there goes the 
waist line.

It’s no surprise most of us will gain 
five to 10 pounds over the next couple 
of months. With all of the family 
gatherings, office and other parties, plus 
those decadent desserts and homemade 
goodies, weight gain is pretty much 
inevitable...right? 

Not so fast. 
I’ve come up with a survival strategy 

that’s realistic and very simple to follow, 
to keep holiday pounds from making a 
permanent home on your hips. 

Here’s a tip to avoid gaining holiday 
pounds: spend the next 4 weeks eating 
CLEAN, with only one to two exceptions 
a week.  Here’s why: holiday pounds are 
caused by eating too many foods that are 
high in carbohydrates and simple sugars. 

Stick with an eating plan that’s high in 
protein and vegetables, while still keeping 
things fun by allowing for one to two 
small weekly exception or “treat”. 

Here are my healthy, eating CLEAN 
suggestions: 

Fill up on as many fresh and fiber-rich 
vegetables as you want.
•	 Load up on salads, but pass on fatty 

dressings,
•	 Enjoy vegetable side dishes, especially 

grilled!
•	 Pass by those starchy vegetables, like 

potatoes or corn.
•	 Enjoy lean meats, fish and eggs. Still 

hungry? Eat more protein.
•	 Stick with meat that has been roasted, 

broiled, or baked.
•	 Avoid all fried foods. 

•	 Nibble on fruits, nuts and seeds in 
moderation.

•	 Choose fresh fruit for dessert.
•	 Don’t eat sugar-added fruits, nuts that 

are usually in those holiday gift baskets.

You can enjoy one or two small 
exceptions weekly or at a holiday 
gathering...
•	 Bread or grain product, like brown rice: 

No larger than the size of your hand.
•	 Starchy vegetable: half of a cup.
•	 Baked goods: Should fit into the palm 

of your hand. No stacking!
•	 Holiday drink: eight ounces.

This plan can work because it allows 
you to indulge in 2 exceptions a week. This 
encourages you to pick and choose the 
holiday cheat food that you really want, 
as opposed to feeling denied or worse, 

obligated to eat everything in sight. 
When you navigate the buffet line at 

your next holiday party, feel confident 
knowing that you have a game plan. Stick 
with salad, vegetables and meats first, 
then pick out your 1 small exception as 
your reward for being disciplined and 
choosing healthy. 

Be determined. Think healthy. Choose 
wisely. You will look and feel so much 
better and your little black dress and 
holiday wardrobe will thank you.

Remember, I’m here to help you meet 
your fitness, wellness and weight loss 
goals. 

Call or email me today to get started 
on a fitness program that will turn your 
holiday weight gain into a healthy slim 
down.

Connie Cramer is a Personal 
Trainer from Mahopac. She can be 
reached at (914) 772-1395 or www.
conniecramer.com and facebook.com/
ConnieCramerPersonalTrainer.

Holiday Eating Survival Strategy

In celebration of International Literacy 
Day, kindergarten classes throughout the 
Carmel Central School District received a 
variety of age-appropriate books, donated 
by the Rotary Club of Carmel.

“The Rotary Club of Carmel has 
an ongoing literacy initiative with the 
district,” explained Rotary president 
Eliot Scher. The goal of the project is to 
assist students in becoming good writers, 
active readers, and creative thinkers by 
providing them an early start. “There is 
no greater gift that we, as Rotarians, can 
receive than to hear that we have helped 
to increase the literacy skills of youngsters 
in the Carmel schools,” Scher added.

Rotary International is a worldwide 
volunteer service organization with 
millions of members and thousands of 
projects. The organization is committed 
to education. “Good reading and writing 
skills are the centerpiece of all education. 
They are the starting point for achieving 

excellence in all subjects,” said Scher.
In addition to the literacy initiative, the 

Rotary Club of Carmel assists the Carmel 
High School Interact Club, which is the 
youth arm of Rotary. The Rotary also host 
activities to raise funds for scholarships 
for Carmel High School students. “This 
year the HarvestFest Dinner 2016 
was dedicated to the district’s music 
department and money raised will go for 
scholarships for students,” said Scher. The 
club also hosts the Annual Carmel Rotary 
Basketball Shootout (in March) to raise 
money to support community needs, as 
well as for scholarships.

“We are very appreciative of our 
ongoing partnership with the Rotary 
Club of Carmel. Not only have they 
contributed generously to literacy projects 
throughout the years, but they support 
other important school initiatives as well,” 
commented Andy Irvin, superintendent 
of schools.

PROVIDeD PHOtO
Janet Warden (Carmel Central School District’s assistant superintendent of  curriculum & instruction), 
Jay Judell (Rotary Club of  Carmel’s past president) and eliot Scher (Rotary Club of  Carmel’s president).

Rotary Club of Carmel Promotes Literacy with Donation of Books

Happy Thanksgiving To All Our Friends & Neighbors!

Connie Cramer
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Friday November 28th 
EVERYTHING IS ON SALE!

6-8am Take 40% OFF!
8-10am Take 30% OFF!

10am-5pm Take 20% OFF!

2019 Crompond Rd. • Yorktown Heights • 914.962.3328 
Fabric Mart-NY, Inc. • 914.962.3328 Fabric Mart-NY, Inc. • 914.962.3328

$5 OFF $10 OFFYour Entire Purchase 
Of $30 Or More

Your Entire Purchase 
Of $60 Or More

Cannot be combined with any other offers, promotions 
or discounts. No special orders. Must present coupon at 

time of purchase. Not valid on Nov. 28. Exp. 1/15/15

Cannot be combined with any other offers, promotions 
or discounts. No special orders. Must present coupon at 

time of purchase. Not valid on Nov. 28. Exp. 1/15/15

Fabric Mart-NY, Inc.
Stop in for fantastic deals and specials as well as information on classes, 

promotions and more.  Join our email list

Get Here Early...
TheGood Stuff 

Goes Fast!

BIG
sALE

BLAck FrIdAy sALE!

2019 Crompond Rd. Yorktown Heights. 914 962-3328
Bring this ad in Sat., November 26th for a FREE Gift!

SLEEP LATE BLACK FRIDAY, 
WE WILL BE CLOSED, 
GETTING READY FOR 
SMALL BUSINESS 

SATURDAY, NOV. 26!
EVERYTHING IS ON SALE!
9am-11am Take 40% OFF!
11am- 1pm Take 30% OFF!
1pm - 5pm take 20% OFF!

BIG 
SALE
BIG 

Stop in for fantastic deals and specials as well as information on classes, 

BIG 
SALE
BIG Get Here 

Early...
The Good 

Stuff 
Goes Fast!

PFAFF & 
BROTHER 
SEWING 

MACHINE 
SPECIALS ALL 

MONTH!

1:00

outdoor kitchens

HAPPY THANKSGIVING TO OUR FRIENDS & NEIGHBORS!

Unique Gifts, 
Wooden Toys, 

Games and 
Puzzles for the 
Whole Family

Featuring Eco-Friendly 
and Products 

Made in the USA

86 Main Street, Cold Spring, NY • gifthut06@aim.com • 845.297.3786
Visit us:  Friday, Saturday & Sunday 10am - 6pm

<=<=<=<=

Our Nation is blessed
to have a holiday

devoted to gratitude!

<=<=<=<=

From our Family to yours,
we wish you a Safe and
Happy Thanksgiving.

Your Complete Automotive Service Center

PAB Examiner Thanksgiving:Layout 1  11/17/16  4:26 PM  Page 1
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With the weather cooling down, the 
kitchen will be heating up for America’s 
favorite holiday: Thanksgiving.

How can you top last year’s decadent 
feast? The trick is to be thoughtful when 
pairing wines with food.

Welcoming Wines
Medium-bodied crisp white wines 

will complement your hors d’oeuvres 
course. A tasty California Chardonnay is 
a classic choice and easily found at your 
neighborhood store. With notes of fresh 
pear and pineapple, it makes a fantastic 
pairing for mild cheeses and rich seafood 
appetizers, such as crab or salmon.

A great example is St. Francis Sonoma 
County Chardonnay 2013. It is made 
from grapes picked in the cool of night to 
create a wine with delicate aromas, crisp 
acidity, and a rich, lingering finish.

For your main course, try out a 
Zinfandel, a deeply aromatic red wine 
with flavors of juicy berries and a touch 
of spice. It is perfect to pair with flavorful 
dishes, savory cheeses, and, of course, 
roast turkey. Consider picking up a bottle 
of St. Francis Sonoma County “Old Vines” 
Zinfandel 2012, which features notes of 
wild blackberries and clove along with a 
long, smooth finish.

“‘Old Vines’ Zinfandel is one of my 
family’s Thanksgiving traditions. From 
stuffing to pumpkin pie, it complements 

every flavor: spicy, savory, sweet and 
bold,” said Christopher W. Silva, president 
& CEO of St. Francis Winery & Vineyards. 

Hearty Food
If you’re looking to top last year’s meal, 

try a twist on the classic potato dish with a 
recipe for Smoked Twice Baked Potatoes 
from Chef Bryan Jones of St. Francis 
Winery.

Ingredients: 
•	 3 lg. German Butterball Potatoes
•	 1 Tbsp. kosher salt, plus more for 

seasoning
•	 1 Tbsp. canola oil
•	 2 cups applewood smoking chips 

soaked in water for 1/2 hour
•	 3 Tbsp. heavy cream
•	 2 Tbsp. butter
•	 3 Tbsp. crème fraiche
•	 1/4 cup aged white cheddar cheese, 

shredded
•	 2 Tbsp. parmesan, finely grated
•	 Bunch of chives, finely chopped
•	1	tsp	fresh	marjoram,	finely	chopped
•	Salt	and	white	pepper	to	taste

Preparation:
•	Coat	whole	potatoes	with	oil	along	with	
1 Tbsp. of salt. Place wood chips in the 
smoking chamber of grill, light only the 
burner needed for smoking and place 

potatoes on rack off to the side of the 
direct heat. Smoke for 30 minutes. 
•	 Remove potatoes from grill. Place in a 

9 x 11-inch pan with 1/4 inch water on 
bottom. Cover with aluminum foil and 
bake at 350 degrees for 30 minutes, or 
until a paring knife pierces easily. Let 
cool.

•	 Cut potatoes in half, scoop out most of 
inner potato, leaving about a half inch 
of potato all around for the shell.

•	 Use potato ricer to “rice” scooped out 
potatoes into bowl.

•	 Heat cream and butter together and 
add to potatoes.

•	 Mix, then stir in crème fraiche, cheeses, 
chives and marjoram. Season with salt 
and white pepper to taste. 

•	 Place potato mixture in pastry bag. Pipe 
mixture back into potatoes and mound 
just over the level of the potato. 

•	 Bake at 350 degrees for 20 minutes until 
hot.

•	 Pair with Sonoma County “Old Vines” 
Zinfandel

For more wine-paired recipes, visit 
StFrancisWinery.com/culinary/recipes. 

This article is reprinted by permission of 
Statepoint.net.

To:   Jonathan Garcia      Email/Fax: jonathanbcfh@gmail.com 
The following is a Proof of your ad that will appear in the St James Directory. Please respond with your approval or 
changes by 10/3/2016, so we are sure that your ad will run correctly for the year.
This proof was sent to you by LPi’s Design department. Please respond to our Customer Service department, not your sales representative. 
Customer Service can be reached at 1-800-477-4574 EXT. 6234 OR cle-adcopy@4LPi.com.

PROOF

St. James the Apostle
Directory Proof 

Garcia2144 (03-1199-0012)

Thank you for your business. This proof is for your protection. It is your opportunity to catch any errors made during the processing of your ad. LPi is not responsible for any error that is not 
marked. All photographs, copy, layout, design and reproductions are the sole property of LPi and  may not be reproduced or redistributed in any manner
whatsoever. Colors of this proof may not accurately reflect the printed publication.

This ad will be printed
as shown unless changes

are indicated.4560 East 71st St. • Cuyahoga 
Heights, OH 44105
Fax: 216-325-6872

1-800-477-4574 EXT. 6234
adcopy@4LPi.com

Joseph J. Balsamo
Jonathan W. Garcia - Licensed Manager 

John R. Balsamo

NYS Specialized Funeral Directors

Balsamo-Cordovano Funeral Home
(845) 225-2144 • 15 Church Street, Carmel. NY

Balsamo Funeral Home
(718) 597-8380 • 3188 Westchester Avenue, Bronx, NY

Harrison Funeral Home
(914) 835-0284 • 329 Halstead Avenue, Harrison, NY

JonathanBCFH@gmail.com

- Pre-need Specialists - Cremation Packages
- 3rd Generation, 75 years established

- Large Parking Area
WE SUPPORT:

Our Lady of the Lakes Knights of Columbus - Carmel Police Dept.
Carmel Fire Dept. -   Carmel Veteran Organizations

FAMILY OWNED AND MANAGED

Balsamo-Cordovano Funeral Home
(845) 225-2144 • 15 Church Street, Carmel. NY

Balsamo Funeral Home
(718) 597-8380 • 3188 Westchester Avenue, Bronx, NY

Harrison Funeral Home
(914) 835-0284 • 329 Halstead Avenue, Harrison, NY

JonathanBCFH@gmail.com

- Pre-need Specialists - Cremation Packages

Happy � anksgiving to Our Friends & Neighbors!

Delicious Food and Wine Pairing Tips for Thanksgiving

Ask About Our
Conditional Guarantee

Happy 
Thanksgiving 
To All our 
Friends

1-800-479-7625

845-278-7312

ALL FUEL CO.
The Shelley Family
Home Heating Fuel
1606 Rte 22, Brewster

• Burner Sales, Service & Installation
• Tank Removal & Installation
• Propane Available for Cooking & Heating

ALL FUEL CO.
The Shelley Family
Home Heating Fuel
1606 Rte 22, Brewster
• Burner Sales, Service 
  & Installation
• Tank Removal & Installation
• Propane Available for 
  Cooking   & Heating

845-278-7312

Happy 
Thanksgiving 

To All! 
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The Putnam Examiner wishes 
you and your family a Happy 

(and filling) Thanksgiving. 
We’re thankful for your 

continued readership and our 
advertisers for their continued support.

www.putnamdinerny.com 

Full Catering Menu
Private Parties Up to 30 People
Take Out and Home Catering

Happy

Thanksgiving to 

All Our Friends! 

Family Owned and Operated
“Our Reputation Is Our Greatest Asset”

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

(845) 279-8809
Quality & Service

Lic: #93

EXCAVATING CONTRACTORS

SEPTIC SYSTEMS INSTALLED • REPAIRED • CLEANED

• CURTAIN DRAINS
• WATERLINES
• LAND DRAINAGE
• SITEWORK
• UNDER ROAD BORING

• ELECTRIC SNAKING
• SEWER HOOKUPS

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL

• RADIO DETECTION SERVICES

www.tyndallseptic.com

TYNDALL
SEPTIC SYSTEMS INC.

Since 1968

Happy 
Thanksgiving 

To Our Friends!

Remember Your Loved One with a Monument

Caring for Families  
for 75 Years

83 East Main Street
Pawling, NY 12564

845 855-1655

Happy Thanksgiving 
To All!

Key Food Marketplace
1001 Route 6 • Mahopac, NY 10541

845-628-7920

We have expanded our  
selection of Gluten Free,  

Organic, all natural 
products

Happy Thanksgiving 
To Our Friends & Neighbors

143 Main Street
Cold Spring, NY

845-265-4113


★ ★ ★ ★ ★

140 

Happy � anksgiving!

FEEHAN 
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

P.O. BOX 870, CARMEL, 
NY 10512

(845) 278-7070
Fax (845) 278-2886

Matthew, Terence & Christopher Feehan

Your Source For 
Home Insurance

Happy Thanksgiving 
to Our friends

P.O. BOX 870, CARMEL, 

(845) 278-7070
Happy Thanksgiving 
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If you’re staring at a blank 
plasterboard wall that is 
begging for a little dressing up, 
consider adding a dado rail, 
also known as a chair rail, fixed 
horizontally to the perimeter 
of the room.

I seriously doubt that the 
back of any chair has touched 
a chair rail as a way to prevent 
damage to the wall in a long, 
long time. Rather, the molding 
device is now mainly aesthetic 
as a way to help define space 
and create interest within 
the envelope of a room.  
Particularly in the past few 
years the chair rail, along 
with other types of trim such 
as wainscot, tall baseboards and crown 
molding, have sallied forth for denoting 
upgrades and creating luxury. 

In architectural terms, the dado rail is 
traditionally part of the dado or wainscot 
and, while its purpose may be mainly 
decorative, there are probably cases 
where it, along with the baseboard, does 
in fact provide protection from furniture 
and human contact. For instance, in the 
condo building where I now live, the 
hallways feature generously-sized chair 
rails and baseboards, and I note that the 
maintenance staff is frequently touching 
up the scuffs that occur from passersby.

To plan the addition of a chair 
rail, there is some discussion 
about its proper height from 
the floor.  Traditionally, the 
height of the dado rail is 
derived from the height of 
the pedestal of a column of 
classical order, typically 24 
inches from the floor or about 
one-fifth the height of the 
room. But, modern trends have 
opted more toward 30 to 36 
inches, based on the assumed 
notion that its actual purpose 
is to protect the wall from 
chair backs.  If the ceiling is 8 
feet high, it’s best to stay lower 
with the chair rail.    But, even 
in colonial rooms with 10-ft. 

ceilings, I’ve seen the chair rail set at 30 
inches from the floor.  Let your own sense 
of aesthetics be your guide.

For the do-it-yourselfers, the next step 
is to select the molding at the lumber yard 
to be used. It should not be too heavy in 
proportion to the size of the room and 
the height of its ceiling.  When I lived 
in an 18th century house with 9 foot 
ceilings, the original chair rail molding 
was 4-1/2 inches deep, which seemed 
appropriate. The next step is to take 
careful measurements of each wall and to 
get busy with the miter saw and miter box 
for the interior and exterior corners.

The best sequence is to paint or paper 
the wall behind where the chair rail will 
be prior to its installation and, further, to 
paint the rail itself. The following steps are 
to locate the studs and mark them with 
pencil, then measure up from the floor or 
use a leveler to mark the height at the end 
of each piece.

Attach the molding with finishing nails 
recessed into the molding with a nail set, 
and the nail heads are covered over with 
putty. The final steps are to caulk the joints 
where the segments meet and to touch up 
the paint wherever there is putty or caulk.

Here are some other tips:
When painting or papering the 

wall behind the chair rail, consider 
using different, coordinating colors or 
designs above and below the rail. It is an 
inexpensive way to add definition.

A good lesson I learned by experience: 
measure twice, cut once. If in doubt, cut 
a bit too long. It is easier to trim a little 
extra than to replace missing material.

Molding for chair rails may not always 
be sold as such. If you think molding of 
a particular shape would look good as a 
chair rail, use it, even if it is labeled for use 
as a baseboard.

A chair rail offers homeowners the 
opportunity to create a two-toned wall. 
To ensure aesthetically pleasing two-
toned walls, note the following:

First, consider neutrals. Although this 

may seem somewhat boring, neutral 
shades open up the door for a whole host 
of options and allow you to add more 
wall decor without cluttering the space. 
Neutrals add dimension to the room 
without dominating the design.

Or, experiment with different shades of 
the same color. For example, a navy blue 
on the bottom half of the wall could look 
dramatic when contrasted with a light 
blue on top. Additionally, a chocolate 
brown below the rail paired with a 
medium taupe above can give any room 

The Chair Rail Isn’t for Chairs Anymore

The Putnam   
Humane Society 

Slim is a great boy  
who is a volunteer & 

staff favorite!  

Pet 
Of 

The 
Week 

Remember, It’s November
Call Sclafani

Before Decem-Burr!!
Generators, Complete High Efficiency 

Heating & Cooling Systems & more! 
Licensed, insured and bonded! Quality guaranteed!

845 628-1330
sclafanienergy.com

NEW INVENTORY DAILY * COME IN & BROWSE & SAVE $$

WE SANDBLAST – PRIME – PAINT 

– AND POWDER COAT – 50' ROOM
M-F 7:30-4:30 SAT: 8-12

MERIDEN, CT & TORRINGTON, CT

800-560-3317 LOGANSTEEL.COM

LARGEST SELF-SERVICE BARGAIN 

BARN IN THE NORTHEAST

Catering to: Farmers  Welders  Artists  Contractors  ♦ ♦ ♦

 Sculpters  Handy Men  Students  Men & Women ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

 Do-It-Yourselfers..... Since 1972♦

♦ Sq & Rec Tube
♦ Pipe-Angles
♦ Beams-Sheet
♦ Plate-Channel
♦ Grip Strut
♦ Exp. Metal

10 lbs – 1,000,000 lbs

Carbon Steel, Stainless Steel,
 Aluminum, Galvanized

Flats * Rounds * Squares * Hexes * Cold Rolled 
* H.R.

LOGAN *CESCO STEEL COMPANY

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

MERIDEN, CT & TORRINGTON, CT
800-560-3317          LOGANSTEEL.COM

WE SANDBLAST - PRIME - PAINT
AND POWDER COAT

u Decking Special Aluminum 
Diamond Plate Mirror

Finish 18 Gauge 48 x 96 $75.00
Carbon Steel, Stainless Steel,

Aluminum, Galvanized
Flats *Rounds *Squares 

*Hexes Cold Rolled *H.R. * Bars

continued on next page
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Save the Date:  December 4
The Putnam Chorale, Douglas 

Anderson, Director, will perform 
the entire composition of Handel’s 
masterpiece, oratorio, The Messiah. 
The concert will take place at the First 
United Methodist Church on Main Street 
in Brewster, commencing at 3 p.m.  As 
usual, a full orchestra will accompany 
the Chorale and professional soloists 
will perform the solo movements of 
the work.  Ticket prices are only $20 
general admission and $15 for seniors 
or students.  Children under 12 are free.  
Entire families and friends of great music 
are invited to attend this thrilling event. 
As a special treat, the Halleluiah Chorus 
will be repeated as an encore to the 
performance and audience participation 
is invited.  Scores will be provided. For 
more information about this concert, 
the Putnam Chorale and its upcoming 
performances, please check the Putnam 
Chorale website: www.putnamchorale.
org

Tuesday, November 22   
Tales for Twos:  11 a.m. & Preschool 

Power 1 p.m. Celebrate Thanksgiving with 
a special story time.  Enjoy a Thanksgiving 
story, a festive craft, and even a delicious 
Thanksgiving treat.  Registration required. 

For more information or to register 
contact the Patterson Library at 845-878-
6121 x10 or go to www.pattersonlibrary.
org and click Calendar.

Friday, November 25 
Jim Brickman-Comfort & Joy:  8 p.m. 

Start your Holiday Season on a high note 
with piano virtuoso Jim Brickman. Four 
Gold Albums, two Songwriter of the Year 
awards, and two Grammy nominations are 
just a few of his many accomplishments. 
Since his debut album “No Words” in 
1994, Brickman has become one of the 
bestselling solo pianists. Brickman’s 
masterful piano playing has allowed 
him to perform at many of the world’s 
top venues, including The White House, 
Carnegie Hall, and Disney World. His 
heart warming style allows his audiences 
to feel the Holiday Spirit in every note 
he plays. Tickets: $50, $60. Paramount 
Hudson Valley Box Office. P: 914 739-
0039.

Saturday, November 26
Felix Cavaliere’s Rascals: 8 p.m. Ticket 

Price: $35, $45. For legendary singer 
songwriter, FELIX CAVALIERE, making 
people feel good is primary to his 
illustrious 50-year career that includes 
the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, Songwriter 

Hall of Fame.  Paramount Hudson Valley 
Box Office. P: 914 739-0039.

Monday, November 28 
Presentation on the “History of Carmel 

High School” given by Greg Amato: This 
program was prepared by Greg with Mr. 
Bill Nichols, and is based on yearbooks 
from CHS 1941-1949. We will start with 
a short business meeting at 7 p.m. and 
follow with this program.  It is free and 
open to the public. We will meet in the 
Town Court, Town of Kent, 25 Sybil’s 
Crossing, Kent Lakes. 

Tuesday, November 29 
Metro-North Railroad will visit the 

Brewster Public Library to present their 
FREE community outreach program: 
TRACKS (Together Railroads And 
Communities Keeping Safe).  5:30-6:30 
p.m.  in partnership with the MTA Police 
Department, this program is designed 
to educate the community about rail 
safety; topics to be covered include grade 
crossings, rider safety and trespassing.  For 
ages 8-12.  Space is limited.  Registration 
is required.  For more information call 
845-279-6421 or visit http://tinyurl.com/
hymfaus.

Carmel Central School District 
Continues to Build Strategic Plan 
Residents Encouraged to Participate in 
Carmel Café and Planning Teams. The 
Carmel Central School District Board of 
Education is developing a comprehensive 
strategic plan that will create a framework 
for the district to best serve students. 
To garner feedback and engage the 
community in a dialogue about the 

school district, the district will hold its 
annual Carmel Café. 10 a.m. & 7 p.m.  
in Casey Hall at Carmel High School.  
District residents are invited to attend one 
of these sessions. Space is limited. Those 
wishing to attend should RSVP to info@
carmelschools.org. 

Saturday, December 3
Blood Drive: 10 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. The 

New York Blood Center will host an 
urgent Blood Drive at Mahopac Public 
Library.  Give the gift of life, be a donor 
this holiday season. For information, or 
to register to give blood, call the New 
York Blood Center at 1-800-933-BLOOD.

Defensive Driving at Kent Library: 
A Defensive Driving course. 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at Kent Public Library at 17 Sybil’s 
Crossing in Kent Lakes. Receive up to 
a 10 percent discount on you motor 
vehicle collision and liability insurance 
premium for up to three years, and 
up to a four-point  reduction on your 
driving record. This class is offered by 
DigitalDefensiveDriving.com. The cost 
is $40, with a portion benefiting the 
library. Registration is required at www.
kentlibrary.org or call 845-225-8585.
Registration is not complete without 
payment. Please have payment in before 
the class.  The library is located at 17 
Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes. 

10th Annual Holiday Parade & Tree 
Lighting: Take the entire family and join 
us in bringing in the Holiday Season. 
There will be a parade of lights with fire 
trucks, floats and much more. Please 
bring a non-perishable item for the New 
Life Christian Church Food Bank which 
serves our community. Contact persons: 
Gregory McGee at 1-845-206-3283 and 
Peggy Burns at 1-845-279-9259; and 
email at gmcgee@plfd.org.

HOLIDAY ON THE LAKE: For more 
information about the Holiday on the 
Lake activities, visit the Hamlet of Carmel 
Civic Association website at www.
carmelcivicassoc.org.  

Advertise in 
The Examiner. 
Call 864-0878 today!

get 
NOTICED!

Advertise in
The Putnam

Examiner
Call 914-864-0878 today!

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com

Home Guru
a warm feel.

Another option is to utilize a paint/
wallpaper combination, with the 
wallpaper applied either above or below 
the chair rail. I have used this effect in 
several of the rooms I’ve decorated. Each 
time, I’ve matched one of the dominant 
colors from the wallpaper to select the 
color paint for the rest of the wall.

A chair rail addition can be an excellent 
weekend project to add warmth and 
interest to your home.  But, for those 
of you who have decided that do-it-
yourself projects are best graduated to 
let-someone-else-do-it projects, I have 
several good carpenters I can recommend.   

Bill Primavera is a licensed Realtor® 
affiliated with Coldwell Banker and a 
lifestyles journalist who writes regularly 
as The Home Guru. Visit his website at: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and, if 
you would like to consult with him about 
buying or selling a home, contact him 
directly at 914-522-2076.

continued from previouos page

On Saturday, November 8, more 
than 90 Putnam County residents 
came to the Putnam Hospital 
Center to participate in the Putnam 
Communities That Care (CTC) 
Coalition’s Medication Take Back 
Day. The event, which is co-sponsored 
by the Putnam Hospital Center, the 
Department of Health and the Sheriff ’s 
Office, collected over 235 pounds 
of unused or expired medications. 
“Keeping these medications out of the 
water supply as well as out of the hands 
of potential abusers makes this day so 
important”, says Kristin McConnell, 
the Executive Director of the Putnam 
NCADD and co-chair of the Putnam 
CTC Coalition.

The Putnam CTC Coalition holds 
this event bi-annually. However, for 
those people who cannot make the 
event, there are MedReturn boxes 
throughout Putnam County in the 
following locations: Carmel Police 
Department, Kent Police Department, 
Putnam County Sheriff ’s Office in 
Carmel, Philipstown Town Hall, 
Putnam Valley Town Hall, Patterson 
Town Hall, and in the lobby of the 
Kern Building in Brewster. The boxes 

in the police departments are open 
24/7. In Philipstown and the Kern 
Building in Brewster, the box is open 
Monday - Friday 8:30am to 4:00pm 
and in Putnam Valley, the box is open 
Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
in Patterson, the box is open Monday 
– Friday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Those 
boxes can take all unused or expired 
prescription medications, OTC 
medicines, prescription ointments, 
pet medications and vitamins. They 
will not accept any needles, hydrogen 
peroxide, aerosol cans, lotions, liquids 
or IV bags. “The drop in the amount 
of unused and expired medications 
collected this Fall is a direct result of 
the coalition’s placement of these drop 
boxes throughout the County”, says 
Bruce Kelly, Coalition Coordinator for 
Putnam CTC Coalition.

For additional information, contact: 
Robert Morris of the Putnam County 
Health Department at 845-808-1390 
ext. 43166 or Bruce Kelly of the Putnam 
CTC Coalition at 845-225-4646.

Please visit and join us on Facebook 
by searching “Putnam Communities 
That Care – NY”.

Medication Take Back 
Day A Huge Success
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Pairing wine 
and food is a 
favorite activity 
for me. Finding a 
complementary 
match creates a 
culinary experience 
that is invariably 
greater than the 
sum of its parts. 
A food dish on its 

own may be an exhilarating experience, 
tantalizing our taste buds with a unique 
combination of flavors – and aromas. It 
may start with a simple summer salad of 
vegetables purchased on the spur of the 
moment from the local Farmers Market 
– spicy baby Asian greens, baby yellow 
and red beets, dressed with freshly made 
orange citrus vinaigrette 
and topped with morsels of 
organic goat cheese. 

As delicious and refreshing 
as it is on its own, the salad is 
beautifully enhanced with a 
glass of Grüner Veltliner, the 
crisp white Austrian wine 
with full acidity and a touch 
of pepper and minerality. 

When consumed at the 
same meal, the crispness 
of the lettuce and dressing 
become more pronounced 
with a sip of the Grüner. 

The wine’s individual 
flavors explode in one’s 
mouth. The peppery 
taste of the salad is much 
more discernable when 
complemented by the 
peppery taste of the wine. 
It is as if a new dish has 
been created, one that is at once bold and 
sensual, simple and exotic.

With practice, this form of pairing 
is not difficult to achieve. And, if one 
is preparing a meal for someone with 
similar tastes and dietary preferences (or 
restrictions), a mutual sensory pleasure is 
inevitable.

But, clearly, we don’t all have 
compatible dietary preferences or needs. 
Twenty years ago, carnivores dominated 
the culinary planet. Hefty steaks and juicy 
burgers were de rigueur. Today, there is 
a growing proliferation of omnivores, 
herbivores and locavores. 

Each may have a specific 
diet to match with wine: 

high protein, low calorie 
and low fat are just a 
few, not to mention 
those ubiquitous fad 
diets. At the other end 

of the spectrum are 
the allergy diets: 

gluten-, lactose- 
and nut-free. 

And don’t forget the 
“earth-friendly” diets 
growing in popularity: 
organic, vegetarian and 
vegan.

Challenges arise when 
attempting to pair wines 
with the proliferation of 

diets that abound. Compounding this 
is the difficulty we now encounter when 
planning a dinner gathering. Vegans and 
Atkins-diet proponents tend not to dine 
together well at a communal table.

As difficult as it may be to satisfy these 
conflicting culinary preferences/needs, it 
is less difficult to pair these meals with 
wine. A number of wines can coexist with 
varied menus. These are wines that tend 
to be well balanced. Their fruit and acidity 
live in harmony and are compatible with 
– and an enhancement to - a broad range 
of ingredients. A Burgundian style Pinot 
Noir tends to be medium-bodied and 
balanced, with a mild fruit and spice 
profile. These characteristics make it as 
ideal for mild meat courses as for robust 
vegetable dishes. 

The rule of thumb I generally follow 
is to match the wine with the dominant 
flavor of the dish. A balanced Pinot Noir 
will be the perfect foil to a peppercorn-
encrusted grilled salmon with roasted 
Brussels sprouts - or a pungent classic 
ratatouille.

An Italian Barolo will pair as well with 
a roasted organic mushroom fricassee 
as with a char-grilled porterhouse steak 
served with caramelized onions.   

The carnivore and the vegan can graze 
in harmony at the dinner table with these 
congenial pairings.

Other wines that I find will ameliorate 
potential food and wine conflicts include: 

1) Beaujolais, the unheralded 
ambassador of culinary détente; 

2) wines derived from the Sangiovese 
grape, which tend to be a bit more acidic 
than other red wines, creating balance 
between tomato-based dishes as well as 
wild game roasts; and

3) Sauvignon Blanc, which can just as 
easily tame fiery Asian vegetarian dishes 
as it can punch up the subtlety of seared 
scallops.

Wine is the great mediator of all 
food diets. Take advantage of this 
unique characteristic for your next 
gastronomically diverse meal.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine

Pairing Wine with Food to Create a New Culinary Experience

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

By Salvatore DiConstanzo
In my practice, repetition inspires 

action.  Sometimes, people need to hear 
the same advice over and over again 
before they act.  Since one of the one of 
the most important planning techniques 
implemented by an elder law attorney is 
the Medicaid Trust, it is prudent to repeat 
this writing every now and again.  Perhaps 
this will be the impetus you need to act.
The Purpose of the Trust

It is irrefutable that there is a possibility 
that you may require nursing home care 
someday.  The next logical question would 
be “How am I to pay for my care?”.  There 
are only four options to pay for your care 
at a nursing home which are (i) private 
payment, (ii) long-term care insurance, 
(iii) Medicare and (iv) Medicaid.  

For many, privately paying is cost 
prohibitive, as the average monthly cost of 
a nursing home exceeds $12,000/month.

Long-term care insurance is often not 
an option because many people cannot 
afford the premiums or cannot qualify 
due to age or health.

Medicare only pays, at a maximum, for 
the first 100 days in a nursing home.

That leaves Medicaid as your only 
viable alternative.

For 2016 Medicaid eligibility purposes, 
your house is an exempt resource.  
However, Medicaid can still place a lien 

on your house.  
Those who intend on relying on 

Medicaid as the payor of their nursing 
home are forced to contemplate these 
issues and in doing so are regularly 
introduced to the Medicaid Trust as a 
mechanism to obtain Medicaid eligibility 
without losing their assets.
Mechanics of the Trust

You are the creator of the trust.  Usually, 
one or more of the children are the 
trustees. 

The children are usually the 
beneficiaries of the trust after your death; 
however, you can name anyone as the 
beneficiary.

The trust is irrevocable.  However, 
there are provisions under New York 
State law that allow for the revocation or 
amendment of an irrevocable trust and 
our trusts are drafted in such a manner to 
allow for changed circumstances.  

You are entitled to receive the income of 
the trust, if any.  This means that you are 
entitled to receive the interest, dividends, 
etc. generated from that any trust assets.  
You are not entitled to take the principal 
out of the trust.

After five years from the date the assets 
are transferred to the Trust, the assets of 
the Trust can no longer be considered by 
Medicaid when applying for Medicaid.
Provisions Pertaining to the House

The Medicaid Trust is largely drafted 
with the intent to transfer your house 
and/or other assets to the Trust.  The Trust 
provides that you have the right to live in 
the property of the trust.  This means that 
you cannot be kicked out of your house.

You are still considered the owner of 
the house for purposes of maintaining 
the house, payment of real estate taxes, 
the STAR exemption, the Veteran’s 
Exemption and any other tax benefits 
attached to the house.

The house can be sold at any time, but 
only with your consent.  A new house can 
be purchased with the proceeds of the sale 
from the first house.  

Special Powers Retained by the Creator
Many clients are concerned about losing 

control.  However, a properly prepared 
trust affords the creator a great deal of 
control as permissible by Medicaid rules, 
regulations and case law.  For instance, 
you have the power to change the trustees 
of the Trust.  Consider for a moment a 
child named as a trustee that becomes a 
hooligan.  You can remove and replace 
the trustee with someone else.  Another 
scenario might be where you want to sell 
the house but the trustee will not sign the 
contract.  All you need to do is remove 
and replace the trustee.

You also have the power to change 
the beneficiaries of the trust.  Assume 
for a moment that your three children 
are the beneficiaries of the trust and one 
child gets divorced.  You can change the 
beneficiaries to your remaining children 
to avoid having your assets become 
subjected to the divorce proceeding.

This is a summary of the salient 
provision of a Medicaid Trust.  It 
should not be dismissed for lack of 
understanding.  Please contact us as this 
planning technique is one of the few 
techniques that can be implemented 
before you need care.  I can be reached 
at 914-245-2440 or by e-mail at smd@
mfd-law.com.  Our website is www.
plantodayfortomorrow.com. 

The Ins and Outs of a Medicaid Trust
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Across
1. Prefix with “duct”
4. Wool coat wearer
7. Resting place
8. “Mad Money” host or Mahopac 
personal trainer
11. Chickadee cousin
12. Overture
13. Chomped on
14. Paper amount
15. Natural ingredient in printer’s ink
19. “Baptist” intro
20. A swill place
21. Brewster Mexican restaurant
26. Franc’s replacement
27. Glass component
28. Toward that place, to Shakespeare
31. ___ in the hole
32. Nymph pursuers
33. Buff
34. High degree
35. Antiquity, to a poet

Down
1. Animated
2. First
3. Wave conductor
4. Flight challenged bird
5. Made one
6. Before, in poetry

8. Native American
9. Part of ROM
10. Nearly
12. Beginning for “fix”
16. OSHA concern
17. Echo
18. Expressing feeling
22. Rhine tributary
23. Valuable deposits
24. ___’easter
25. Revise
28. Kitchen meas.
29. The sound of laughter
30. “... if I thought ___ help”

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 20

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle
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By martin wilbur
For any young gymnast at Chappaqua’s 

World Cup Gymnastics who holds lofty 
aspirations, meeting John Orozco ought 
to be great motivation.

Orozco, who finished eighth in the 2012 
London Olympics, trained for a decade 
at the Hunts Lane facility starting when 

he was eight years old. On Sunday, he 
returned to his home gym to participate 
in separate clinics for the school’s boys’ 

and girls’ gymnastics teams, talking to the 
young athletes, signing autographs and 
providing tidbits of advice.

“I think it’s a way of giving back,” 
Orozco said during a break between the 
boys’ and girls’ sessions. “I just want to 
show by example, being an inspiration, 
it can happen anywhere and it can come 

from anywhere. I want 
to show them that it 
doesn’t matter where 
you came from, all that 
matters is where you’re 
going.”

Orozco, who will 
turn 22 this week, 
headed to London in 
the summer of 2012 
not only as a local 
celebrity, but his story 
intrigued millions far 
and wide. Born and 
raised in the Bronx, his 
father got him started 
with gymnastics in 
the city. At a young 
age, Orozco’s talent 
was apparent and his 
parents would soon be 
driving him regularly 
to World Cup 
Gymnastics to train.

While it’s difficult 
to predict whether a 
youngster will develop 
into a world class 
talent, Jason Hebert, 
World Cup’s director 
and team coach, said 
he recognized that 
Orozco was special as 
soon as he arrived.

Now Hebert and the 
other coaches are able 
to point to Orozco 
as someone who 
combined talent with 
a desire to work hard 
to reach the highest 

echelon of his sport.
“At such a young age doing such 

powerful tumbling, we knew that it was a 

really, really special situation that we had 
here,” Hebert said. “I told a lot of our guys 
here, I see a little bit of that in a lot of you, 
so just don’t let anything stop you from 
reaching your dreams.”

World Cup owner John Sabalja said 
while most competitors are not going to 
be Olympians--only five American male 
gymnasts qualify for the Olympic team 
every four years--the school has had many 
of its students move on and compete in 
regional and state championships and in 
college. 

Sabalja said what makes Orozco, who 
now lives in Colorado Springs near the 
U.S. Olympic Training Center, special is 
his willingness to return to his home gym 
to train when he’s back in New York.

“It’s incredible to see him here and be 
in touch with everybody,” Sabalja said. 
“That’s why the kids love seeing him, the 
parents love seeing him.”

Orozco said he is looking forward to 
trying to qualify for the 2016 Games in 
Rio de Janeiro. He said his own nerves, 
the atmosphere and the hordes of media 
in London were exhilarating and an 
experience he’ll always cherish, but also 
distracting. Early in the competition, 
Orozco fell off the pommel horse, thought 
to be his strength, and was in 24th place. 
Being able to close to eighth was an 
achievement.

“I learned a lot from it,” said Orozco, who 
placed first in the high bar competition 
and was second in all-around at the P&G 
U.S. Championships in Pittsburgh earlier 
this year. “I learned about the pressure 
and how it’s going to be when it gets to 
that point.”

He also credited World Cup Gymnastics 
for helping him get to where he is today, 
not only because of the coaching he 
received but by being accepted by a 
different group of kids. 

“It was a lot of fun being around other 
kids my age and doing the same things,” 
Orozco said. “The thing about it for me 
was the difference in culture because I 
came from the Bronx, and growing up 
there and coming to Westchester it was 
so different than what I was used to and 
I liked it a lot.”

Olympian Orozco Returns to Home Gym to Help Youngsters

Olympian John Orozco, a former student at World Cup Gymnastics in 
Chappaqua, is competing to once again be on the U.S. Olympic team in 
2016.

USA GYMNASTiCS/JOHN CHENG PHOTO
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ADOPTION
A HAPPY, LOVING COUPLE wishes 
more than anything to raise your baby 
with care, warmth & love. Expenses 
paid. Please call 516-308-1613 or email 
OurWishToAdopt@gmail.com

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Base-
ball Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver 
Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics 
Etc., Call Joe Today @ 914-310-5153

FOR RENT
4BR, 2.5BTH House in Chappaqua 
Schools. Fully renovated with new 
kitchen, appliances, bathrooms. - $3200. 
Also fully renovated 3 BR Apartment in 
Chappaqua Schools - $2,500.   4 Car 
GARAGES, open bays - $1,000 (or $250 
each). - 917-328-2420

HELP WANTED
PART-TIME LIBRARY CLERK, Kent 
Public Library 16 hours a week, 10.50 
to 11.75 per hour.    Must have a high 
school degree, be experienced  with 
computers, courteous, service oriented 
and able to work with the public at a 
busy library circulation desk.  Previous 
library experience preferred. Send re-
sume to cdonick@kentlibrary.org, and 
mention the word “clerk” in subject 
line.

BUNGE GLOBAL MARKETS, INC. 
seeks a full-time Manager Derivatives 
Trading-Financial Risk Management in 
White Plains, New York to work within 
the Financial Risk Management (FRM) 
group to manage the offering of mitigat-
ing derivative solutions to Bunge cus-
tomers as well as Bunge’s own risk desk 

and to manage a team of traders and 
analysts to confront quantitative, execu-
tion and marketing challenges.  Specific 
duties include: overseeing the pricing 
of FRM structured commodity prod-
ucts; trading FRM risk resulting from 
trading structured products; overseeing 
position maintenance and trade rec-
onciliation; overseeing FRM exposure 
per account; supporting the relation-
ship between FRM and various Bunge 
trading desks; overseeing relationships 
with banks and other third parties; and 
supporting position management sys-
tem development, maintenance and 
enhancement. The position requires a 
Master’s degree in Quantitative Finance, 
Economics, Agribusiness, Operations 
Research or a closely related field and 
2 years of experience as a Commodity 
Derivatives Trader, Trading Associate 
or a closely related position in the Agri-
business industry to include 2 years of 
experience creating price options-based 
risk management structures; managing 
daily trade portfolio; analyzing agricul-
tural commodity markets, including 
soybean complex, grains and sugar; and 
preparing position management reports 
and hedge analysis. Apply online at 
http://www2.apply2jobs.com/bunge, 
requisition code: 16-3558.

Entry Level Heavy Equipment Opera-
tor Career. Get Trained -Get Certified 
-Get Hired! Bulldozers, Backhoes & Ex-
cavators. Immediate Lifetime Job Place-
ment. VA Benefits. 1-866-362-6497

STYLIST WANTED, MAN OR WOM-
AN, Following preferred, for a growing 
salon in Katonah.  914-232-5201

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
SMOOSHYTECH, LLC Articles of Or-
ganization filed with Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on September 27, 
2016. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: States Corporation Agents, 
Inc.,7014 13th Avenue, Suite 202, 
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
MELODY REALTY GROUP LLC, a 
domestic Limited Liability Company 
(LLC). Articles of Organization filed 
with the NY State Secretary of State on 
08/10/2016.  NY office location: West-
chester County. The Secretary of State 
is designated as agent upon whom pro-
cess against the LLC may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of 
any such process against the LLC to 315 
7th Ave., Pelham, NY 10803. Purpose: 
Real Estate Rental and Management.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of 
VAULTED GOLD SERVICES LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with the 
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 

on 10/26/2016.  Location: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent for service 
of process on LLC. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: VAULTED GOLD 
SERVICES LLC, PO BOX 8542, PEL-
HAM, NY 10803.  Purpose: Any lawful  
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
WANDERER NEWS, LLC. Articles of 
Organization filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 9/30/2016. 
Office location: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated agent upon whom 
process may be served against LLC to: 
7014 13thAvenue, Ste. 202, in Brook-
lyn, NY, 11228. Principal business ad-
dress: 255 Huguenot St., Apt. 202, in 
New Rochelle, NY, 10801. Purpose: 
any lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MO-
BIGRAM LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on August 17, 2016. Of-
fice in Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent upon whom process 
may be served and shall mail process to 
the principal business address: 29 Faith 
Lane, Ardsley, New York 10502. Pur-
pose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF EX-
ECUCARE SOLUTIONS, LLC.  Arts 
of Org filed with the Secy of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 10/14/2016.  Office loc: 
Westchester.  SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail a copy of any process 
against the LLC to: LEGALINC COR-
PORATE SERVICES INC., 1967 Weh-
rle Drive, Suite1-086, Buffalo, NY 
14221.  Purpose:  Any lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF PE-
TER SONNENBERG , LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 08/08/16. Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 

process to Peter Sonnenberg 1133 
Pleasantville Road Briarcliff Manor 
NY 10510. Purpose: any lawful act or 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIM-
ITED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). 
NAME: THERAQUEST LLC. Articles 
of Organization were filed with the Sec-
retary of State of New York (SSNY) on 
10/25/2016. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of the process to: The LLC, 444 E 
Boston Post Road, Mamaroneck, New 
York 10543, principle business location 
of the LLC. Purpose: any lawful busi-
ness activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF DI-
ABETIC SWEETS OR SYDELLES 
SWEETS. Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on October 24, 2016. Office lo-
cation: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent upon whom process 
may be served and shall mail process 
to:16 Scenic Drive, South Salem, NY 
10590. Purpose: Any lawful acts.

continued on next page

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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Educators from across the region 
gathered at Putnam | Northern 
Westchester BOCES on Oct. 19 to provide 
feedback on New York’s developing plan 
to implement the federal government’s 
Every Student Succeeds Act.

The federal law, passed in March, 
replaces No Child Left Behind, the 
sweeping education reform measure 
signed by President George W. Bush in 
2002. Each state must develop a plan to 
implement the law. At this point, the state 
Education Department has drafted “high 
concept ideas” addressing topics such as 
accountability measurements, supporting 
English language learners, supporting 
excellent educators and creating 
challenging academic standards.

Before writing a plan based on those 
ideas, the state Education Department 
has sought to obtain feedback from 
parents, students and educators around 
the state. The forum held at BOCES was 
one of many throughout the state where 
educators were invited to comment on the 
plan. BOCES Superintendent Dr. James 
Ryan greeted participants and gave them 
a brief overview of the state’s high concept 
ideas. New York State Regent Judith 
Johnson attended the session and urged 
participants to speak their minds.

Unlike No Child Left Behind, the new 
law allows states to come up with means 

of measuring school success. Participants 
at the forum praised the idea of giving 
schools partial credit for improvement 
when students show progress even if 
they have not yet reached proficiency. 
They also praised the idea of using high 
school graduation rates for four, five and 
six years, rather than the existing four-
year rate because some students take 
longer but eventually earn a high school 

diploma. Finally, they supported taking 
a high school student’s highest Regents 
exam score as a measure of success 
because it promotes perseverance.

However, participants said they 
continued to be concerned about 
measuring school success solely on the 
basis of standardized test scores. Dr. 
Frances Wills, superintendent of Putnam 
Valley schools and one of the participants, 

said the state needs to recognize other 
ways of measuring student success 
such as portfolios of work, projects or 
presentations. 

When it comes to English Language 
Learners, participants supported the 
idea of tailoring the education of ELL 
students to the skills they have when 
starting school. Some students from 
other countries are literate in their native 
language and proficient in grade level 
coursework, while others are not literate 
in their native language and have little 
experience with school. Participants said 
realistic timelines needed to be set based 
on the student’s skill at the outset.

For all of the participants, the forum 
offered an opportunity to do a “reality 
check” on the state’s high concept ideas 
and influence the plan that will be 
developed. The forum was organized by 
the Curriculum and Instruction Service 
at PNW BOCES.

BOCES Hosts Forum on State Education Plan

educators from across the region gathered at Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCeS on Oct. 1.  

EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 112216
continued from previous page

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIM-
ITED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). 
NAME: SKYHOOK PRODUCTIONS 
LLC. Articles of Organization were filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 11/01/2016.  Office location: 
Westchester County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: 
The LLC, 215 Loring Avenue, Pelham, 
New York 10803, principal business 
location of the LLC. Purpose: any law-
ful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF BUSI-
NESS CONCIERGE UNLIMITED, 
LLC. Articles of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on October 21, 2016.  Office in West-
chester County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to:  600 Mamaroneck 
Avenue, Harrison, NY 10528.  Pur-
pose:  Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
MOST AND CO PRODUCTIONS 
LLC. Arts of Org. filed with SSNY on 
11/17/16. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process may be 

served. SSNY shall mail process to prin-
cipal business address: Michael Wong, 
2 Pell Place, Pelham, New York 10803. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-
578-1363 Ext.300N

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AAR-
ON AT 914-654-1683

To Place a Classified Ad Call 
914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm 
for the next week’s 

publication

SMALL NEWS
IS 

BIG NEWS
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49
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Reaching the Carrier Dome in Syracuse has been the goal at Somers High since legendary football Coach Tony DeMatteo took the program over in 2000, and the state-ranked (No.6) Tuskers (11-1) finally reached 
that objective in last Friday’s 48-24 NYSPHSAA Class A semifinal win over Section 2 champion Burnt Hills, who surrendered four unanswered, fourth-quarter scores to the celebratory Tuskers. Somers will face 
Section 5 champion Greece Athena (No.4 in NYS) at 3:00 p.m. in Friday’s state final... see Grid Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Dome Is Where 
the Heart Is!

Somers Scorches Burnt Hills, 48-24, 
Tuskers Headed to Syracuse for NYS Finals
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

Burnt Hills blinked and, figuratively 
speaking, when they closed their eyes 
for that split second, the Spartans paid 
dearly. Blink-quick Somers RB Messiah 
Horne and fleet of foot WR Matt Pires – 
maybe the two fastest game-breakers on 
any one team in NYS Class A this season 
-- combined for seven touchdowns and 
426 total yards of offense last Friday 
night at Dietz Stadium, and the Tuskers 
are headed to the state finals after a 48-
24 NYSPHSAA triumph over Section 
2's Burnt Hills in the Class A state 

semifinals. 
The victory clinched the Tuskers their 

first berth in a state final this Friday (3:00 
p.m.) at the Carrier Dome in Syracuse 
where no Section 1 team has prevailed 
since 2012 (Class AA New Rochelle). 
Section 5 champion Greece Athena 
(12-0) will carry its No.4 state rank into 
the game and serve as the foe standing 
between Somers Coach Tony DeMatteo 

and his second state crown (Roosevelt 
1996).  

Horne rushed for 221 of his 257 yards, 
and three of his four scores, in the mind-
blowing fourth quarter, as the state-ranked 
(No.6) Tuskers (11-1) took a four-point 
third-quarter lead and simply leveled the 

state-ranked (No.7) Spartans (10-2) in 
an awe-inspiring fourth quarter. 

Somers, playing in its third state 
tournament since 2012, has now 
outscored its six playoff foes by a 
combined 188-86, including 76-31 in 
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The grunts up front got it done for Somers.

two state playoff wins over perennial 
powers Cornwall and Burnt Hills. 

Hills scored the only TD of the third 
quarter, cutting the deficit to 21-17, while 
limiting Somers to just five yards on six 
plays in the third quarter. But Horne, 

who finished 
with four scores, 
was shot out of 
a cannon in the 
fourth, darting 
past Spartans 
for an 80-yard 
back-breaking 
touchdown and a 
28-17 lead. 

“Once we got 
those holes, I just 
had to hit them as 
hard as I could,” 
said Horne, who 
has 28 TDs this 
season and 2,153 
rushing yards 
(both school 
records). Among 
those totals: 
1,247 yards and 
16 TDs has come 
in just six playoff games 
where he has rushed 
156, 200, 194, 192, 248 
and 257. “I was a little 
gassed but I had to fight 
through it because my 

team needed me. I give all the credit 
to my offensive line like I always do. 
Going to the dome is amazing. I’m just 
appreciating every second of this and 
taking it all in.”

Horne then went on jaunts of 
52, 39 and 50 yards on his final 
four carries, two of which went for 
scores.

“I have never seen anything 
like that in my coaching career,” 
DeMatteo said of Horne’s fourth 
quarter. “And you know I’ve seen 
some good ones.”

Pires got the ball rolling with 
a 61-yard catch from QB Kevin 
Olifiers (4 for 7, 87 yards), who 
displayed deft touch on the throw. 
Pres added two blazing TD runs, 
including a 74-yarder just before 
the half, which provided a 21-10 
lead.

“This is a dream come true for 
us, for every single one of us who 
wanted this for Coach DeMatteo 
so badly,” said Somers QB Kevin 
Olifiers, who has thrown for 13 TD 
passes. “Our will and team unity 
got us this win, and have two insanely 
good weapons in Pires and Messiah 
doesn’t hurt. We can ground and pound 
Messiah or hit the deep ball with Pires, 
so it’s kind of an unstoppable force right 

now. Up to this point, this is the greatest 
feeling ever.”

Pires’ TD connection with Olifiers 
early on opened up a can of worms, as 
the Spartans had to honor more than just 

Tuskers Antonio Vieira and Andrew Cassin break up pass play as Vincent DiFilippo (22) swoops in for one of  two 
INTs in state semis.

Section 1 coaching giants, Somers Assistant Gerry Keevins, and 
Tusker legend Tony DeMatteo are going to Syracuse together 
#NoPlaceLikeDome.

The dynamic duo, Tuskers Messiah Horne and Matt Pires, celebrate one of  seven TDs they would score 
in NYS Class A semifinal rout of  Burnt Hills. Tuskers storm Dietz Stadium field after winning NYS Class A semifinals.

continued on next page

Somers DB Thomas Tooma goes up for Defensive MVP 
honor in NYS semifinal win over Burnt Hills.

continued on next page

A man among boys, Somers DL-OL Nick Gargiulo 
gets a well-earned rest.

Somers WR Matt Pires hauls in TD catch in 48-24 rout of  Burnt Hills Saturday at Dietz Stadium.
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Burnt Hills blinked and, figuratively 
speaking, when they closed their eyes 
for that split second, the Spartans paid 
dearly. Blink-quick Somers RB Messiah 
Horne and fleet of foot WR Matt Pires – 
maybe the two fastest game-breakers on 
any one team in NYS Class A this season 
-- combined for seven touchdowns and 
426 total yards of offense last Friday 
night at Dietz Stadium, and the Tuskers 
are headed to the state finals after a 48-
24 NYSPHSAA triumph over Section 
2's Burnt Hills in the Class A state 

semifinals. 
The victory clinched the Tuskers their 

first berth in a state final this Friday (3:00 
p.m.) at the Carrier Dome in Syracuse 
where no Section 1 team has prevailed 
since 2012 (Class AA New Rochelle). 
Section 5 champion Greece Athena 
(12-0) will carry its No.4 state rank into 
the game and serve as the foe standing 
between Somers Coach Tony DeMatteo 

and his second state crown (Roosevelt 
1996).  

Horne rushed for 221 of his 257 yards, 
and three of his four scores, in the mind-
blowing fourth quarter, as the state-ranked 
(No.6) Tuskers (11-1) took a four-point 
third-quarter lead and simply leveled the 

state-ranked (No.7) Spartans (10-2) in 
an awe-inspiring fourth quarter. 

Somers, playing in its third state 
tournament since 2012, has now 
outscored its six playoff foes by a 
combined 188-86, including 76-31 in 
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The grunts up front got it done for Somers.

two state playoff wins over perennial 
powers Cornwall and Burnt Hills. 

Hills scored the only TD of the third 
quarter, cutting the deficit to 21-17, while 
limiting Somers to just five yards on six 
plays in the third quarter. But Horne, 

who finished 
with four scores, 
was shot out of 
a cannon in the 
fourth, darting 
past Spartans 
for an 80-yard 
back-breaking 
touchdown and a 
28-17 lead. 

“Once we got 
those holes, I just 
had to hit them as 
hard as I could,” 
said Horne, who 
has 28 TDs this 
season and 2,153 
rushing yards 
(both school 
records). Among 
those totals: 
1,247 yards and 
16 TDs has come 
in just six playoff games 
where he has rushed 
156, 200, 194, 192, 248 
and 257. “I was a little 
gassed but I had to fight 
through it because my 

team needed me. I give all the credit 
to my offensive line like I always do. 
Going to the dome is amazing. I’m just 
appreciating every second of this and 
taking it all in.”

Horne then went on jaunts of 
52, 39 and 50 yards on his final 
four carries, two of which went for 
scores.

“I have never seen anything 
like that in my coaching career,” 
DeMatteo said of Horne’s fourth 
quarter. “And you know I’ve seen 
some good ones.”

Pires got the ball rolling with 
a 61-yard catch from QB Kevin 
Olifiers (4 for 7, 87 yards), who 
displayed deft touch on the throw. 
Pres added two blazing TD runs, 
including a 74-yarder just before 
the half, which provided a 21-10 
lead.

“This is a dream come true for 
us, for every single one of us who 
wanted this for Coach DeMatteo 
so badly,” said Somers QB Kevin 
Olifiers, who has thrown for 13 TD 
passes. “Our will and team unity 
got us this win, and have two insanely 
good weapons in Pires and Messiah 
doesn’t hurt. We can ground and pound 
Messiah or hit the deep ball with Pires, 
so it’s kind of an unstoppable force right 

now. Up to this point, this is the greatest 
feeling ever.”

Pires’ TD connection with Olifiers 
early on opened up a can of worms, as 
the Spartans had to honor more than just 

Tuskers Antonio Vieira and Andrew Cassin break up pass play as Vincent DiFilippo (22) swoops in for one of  two 
INTs in state semis.

Section 1 coaching giants, Somers Assistant Gerry Keevins, and 
Tusker legend Tony DeMatteo are going to Syracuse together 
#NoPlaceLikeDome.

The dynamic duo, Tuskers Messiah Horne and Matt Pires, celebrate one of  seven TDs they would score 
in NYS Class A semifinal rout of  Burnt Hills. Tuskers storm Dietz Stadium field after winning NYS Class A semifinals.
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A man among boys, Somers DL-OL Nick Gargiulo 
gets a well-earned rest.

Somers WR Matt Pires hauls in TD catch in 48-24 rout of  Burnt Hills Saturday at Dietz Stadium.
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You can’t put a price 
on winning a state 
title in any sport, but 
if we could this would 
be a billion-dollar 
fall; a season rife with 
championships in and 
about the Northern 
Westchester/Putnam 
County region; with 
three state titles and 
counting (maybe). 

Perhaps the greatest 
achievement of them 

all comes straight out of Lakeland High, 
where Coach Sharon Sarsen’s Hornets 
8-peated as NYS Class B champions on 
Nov.13th. If you don’t know what that 
means; it’s because it rarely, if ever, happens 
in any sport, anywhere in the world. Who 
8-peats?

Sarsen’s Hornets (20-0-2) weren’t nearly 
as dominant as they were in their previous 
seven state title bids, which makes this 
one all the more impressive, if you ask me. 
Buoyed by a ridiculous defense, which 
featured All-NYS U-Mass-bound D Mia 
Lennon, Lakeland worked a pair of 1-0 
victories in the NYS semis and finals over 
Iroquois and Garden City. In doing so, 
Lakeland continued an unprecedented 
winning streak, extending their run to 185 
games without a loss to NYS foes, dating 
back to the 2008 Section 1 finals. 

Think about that the next time you’re 
talking about the finest programs and/or 
coaches in state history.

“This team was a team in the truest 
sense,” Sarsen said of the current roster. 
“They were successful because of each 
other. This team does not get the respect 
they deserve, ever. They set goals for 
themselves and every day took on the 
opponent that was on the other side of 
the field. They challenged themselves and 
they looked forward to the opportunity. 
We have a lot of very good players that 
are skilled and disciplined and anything 
can happen if everyone is on board. I am 
so proud of the fact that this team raised 

the state plaque above their heads and they 
went out as champions, creating their own 
legacy. We talked about that constantly. 
The past has awarded them opportunities, 
but they knew the past was not going to win 
them a state championship. They needed 
to get it done and they did. I am proud of 
their discipline, their attention to detail, 
their ability to carry out adjustments and 
game plans to a T! I am immensely proud 
of this team.”

Usually, I could just cut and paste 
Sarsen’s quotes from the previous season, 
just inserting different names into similar 
situations: However, despite the same 
outrageous outcome, this was anything 
but a cut-and-paste season, what with 
the Hornets losing as much as they did to 
graduation and still finding a way to reset 
the bar. Kudos, ladies…

Equally impressive is the insanity at 
Somers High. Coach Tony DeMatteo’s 
Tusker football team trudged through 
unchartered waters last Friday night 
at Dietz Stadium in Kingston where 
the Tuskers (11-1) throttled Section 2 
champion Burnt Hills (10-2) to advance to 
the NYSPHSAA Class 
A finals next Friday 
at the Carrier Dome 
in Syracuse. Somers 
turned a four-point, 
third-quarter lead into 
a 48-24 blowout and 
will compete for the 
state title for the first 
time ever. Having met 
the vast majority of these humble, young 
lads over the course of the last few months, 
I can tell you there is a fire in their belly, 
which will be tough to put down. 

The Somers boys’ soccer team didn’t 
even win the League II-C soccer title, 
coming in second behind Lakeland, so 
nobody outside the Somers family truly 
foresaw Coach Brian Lanzetta, in his first 
season on the Tusker sideline, taking this 
unit where no Somers team had gone 
before. I don’t care what anyone says, this 
came out of the blue.

By winning the first NYSPHSAA 
championship in school history in a 2-1 
overtime win over Section 6 champion 
Grand Island, the Tuskers (20-2-2) won 
just the third “team sport” state title in 

school history, joining the 
2004 cross country team and 
the 2014 girls’ soccer team. It 
was an unthinkable venture 
that threw the NYS soccer 
nation for a loop and sent 
Tusker Nation into yet 
another frenzy during 
the finest overall sports 

campaign in school history.
“I don’t know what to make of 

it,” DeMatteo said of the exploits at 
Somers. “It’s just a great community to 
be a part of. I love these kids and their 
parents. We are witnessing stuff that’s 
never happened at Somers before. 
These kids really out the time in and it 
shows, across the board.”

It’s an exemplary community now, 
that’s for sure…

Walter Panas volleyball is also 
something to behold these days as the 
undefeated Panthers (21-0) advanced 
to Glens Falls last weekend and won 
the school’s first NYS championship of any 
kind after the 2015 NYS finalist Panthers 
swept perennial Long Island champion 
Kings Park Sunday morning behind an 
MVP performance from All-American 
junior hitter Yvette Burcescu. Safe to say, 
that with a slew of underclassmen (11) 
returning, this is most magnificent era 
ever for any sport at Walter Panas. Big-
league props to Coach Joe Felipe, who 
has built a volleyball program that rivals 
that of Hen Hud, which is truly saying 
something when you consider the history 
behind Coach Diane Swertfager’s storied 
Sailor program. 

All-Tournament Panthers Burcescu, 
Julianna Bottarini and Sabrina Patriciello, 

plus teammates Stephanie DeLuca, 
Hannah Boyd, Taylor Kammerman, 
Lauren Feeley, Alexis Diaz, Alanna 
Mansell, Jillian Dolman, Jenn Braun, 
Julene Pineda, Demi Spanos, Melissa 
Lussier and Victoria Getting will go down 
in history as Walter Panas trailblazers; an 
inconceivably dedicated unit, which lost 
just one set all season (think about that!) 
and made good on something Felipe had 

in the works for nearly a decade. The 
Panthers were rewarded with a hero’s 
welcome home when the Mohegan 
Volunteer Fire Association graciously 
guided a congratulatory parade from the 
Annsville Circle to Walter Panas High late 
Sunday afternoon before the whole clan 
gathered at AJ’s Sports Pub and Grill for 
one last hurrah (at least until next year).

I reckon you could say that when it 
comes to the ladies in the Lakeland Central 
School District (Lakeland & Panas), the 
fall of 2016 is unprecedented and about as 
good as it gets. 

It’s been one heck of a fall, gang: Let’s 
hope we can take it through the winter and 
into the spring. Good luck, y’all!
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Members of  the Lakeland field hockey team let out a howl after winning unprecedented 8th NYS 
championship.

Somers, Lakeland, Panas Leading NYS Championship Chargecontinued from previous page

the run.
“That was a sprint-out with an out-cut 

and Pires ran the flag, and the kid had 
him covered but Pires just beat him, 
he just beat him like he’s done so many 
times this year,” DeMateo said. “This was 
Olifiers best game in running the offense, 
his best game of the year, and we needed 
that. He had a big night tonight.”
DEFENSE WINS

Somers DB Vincent DiFilippo had six 
tackles and two crucial picks. LB Antonio 
Vieira had a game-high 13 tackles. Dan 
Venditto had nine tackles and sack. 
Thomas Tooma had nine tackles and was 
named Defensive MVP. Drew Cassin 
had seven tackles, recovered a fumble 

and sacked the QB. Erik Hagenah and 
Nick Gariuo had nine and eight tackles, 
respectively.
THE DEMATTEO AFFECT

Since coming to Somers in 2000, 
DeMatteo changed the culture and 
has how fostered an environment that 
enables his coaching staff and the entire 
Somers community thrive, per Pires. 

“Coach Ant (QB/WR Coach Anthony 
DeMatteo) wanted to make sure we had 
the deep ball as part of our arsenal,” said 
Pires, who has 20 TDs on the season, a 
school record for a wide receiver. “Coach 
D trusts his players and his staff, and we 
wanted to get the passing game going 
again and 

we needed to do that 
against this team. To 
be able to bring Coach 
D back to the state title 
game where he belongs 
for the first time in 20 
years is just amazing. 
He’s a legend. Literally, 
not a day goes by 
without him teaching 
me something new 
about life. This is more 
than just a football team, it’s a family, 
and he preaches that every day. That’s 
why this whole community is on this 
field right now celebrating with us. I will 

never forget this, never!”
Tusker Nation has turned out in force 

from Day 1 this season, and there is little 
doubt about the fact that DeMatteo, in 
his 47th season overall, has turned a sub-
par football program into the second 
best in Section 1, behind only New 
Rochelle.

“To be honest, deep down in my heart, 
I never thought this would happen at 
Somers,” DeMatteo said. “I didn’t think 
this was a football area up here, so when 
I went to Somers I never envisioned this 
would happen, so this is truly one of my 
greatest moments; just to get back to the 
dome. 

“I told these guys before the game: 
Win this for yourselves, win this for 
your community, don’t do this for me. 
They never lay down. I really do love 
this team.”

And he’ll love spending Thanksgiving 
weekend in Syracuse with them; what 
could wouldn’t?

“Well, my wife is very happy that she 
won’t have to cook for everyone but we’ll 
all be together for a great thanksgiving 
dinner at a diner,” DeMatteo said. 
“And I couldn’t ask for more than to 
be spending time with my team on 
Thanksgiving weekend.”

There are 58 players on the roster and 
a slew of family and friends who concur 
with that notion.Somers RB Messiah Horne snaps off  one of  four TD runs in 48-24 NYS semifinal win 

over Burnt Hills.

Leaving a wake of  fallen Spartans in his path, Somers WR Matt Pires scores one of  three TDs before posing off  during 48-24 NYS 
semifinal win.

Somers MVP Messiah Horne gets some big-league love from 
Coach Tony DeMatteo.

Tusker teammates are thrilled for DL Mike Formisano, who won the 
sportsmanship award at NYS semis.
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Prideful Panas volleyball players pose with NYSPHSAA Class A championship plaque after winning 1st 
state title of  any kind in school history Sunday at Glens Falls.
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Somers Coach Tony DeMatteo salutes Tusker Nation 
after winning NYS Class A semis.
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You can’t put a price 
on winning a state 
title in any sport, but 
if we could this would 
be a billion-dollar 
fall; a season rife with 
championships in and 
about the Northern 
Westchester/Putnam 
County region; with 
three state titles and 
counting (maybe). 

Perhaps the greatest 
achievement of them 

all comes straight out of Lakeland High, 
where Coach Sharon Sarsen’s Hornets 
8-peated as NYS Class B champions on 
Nov.13th. If you don’t know what that 
means; it’s because it rarely, if ever, happens 
in any sport, anywhere in the world. Who 
8-peats?

Sarsen’s Hornets (20-0-2) weren’t nearly 
as dominant as they were in their previous 
seven state title bids, which makes this 
one all the more impressive, if you ask me. 
Buoyed by a ridiculous defense, which 
featured All-NYS U-Mass-bound D Mia 
Lennon, Lakeland worked a pair of 1-0 
victories in the NYS semis and finals over 
Iroquois and Garden City. In doing so, 
Lakeland continued an unprecedented 
winning streak, extending their run to 185 
games without a loss to NYS foes, dating 
back to the 2008 Section 1 finals. 

Think about that the next time you’re 
talking about the finest programs and/or 
coaches in state history.

“This team was a team in the truest 
sense,” Sarsen said of the current roster. 
“They were successful because of each 
other. This team does not get the respect 
they deserve, ever. They set goals for 
themselves and every day took on the 
opponent that was on the other side of 
the field. They challenged themselves and 
they looked forward to the opportunity. 
We have a lot of very good players that 
are skilled and disciplined and anything 
can happen if everyone is on board. I am 
so proud of the fact that this team raised 

the state plaque above their heads and they 
went out as champions, creating their own 
legacy. We talked about that constantly. 
The past has awarded them opportunities, 
but they knew the past was not going to win 
them a state championship. They needed 
to get it done and they did. I am proud of 
their discipline, their attention to detail, 
their ability to carry out adjustments and 
game plans to a T! I am immensely proud 
of this team.”

Usually, I could just cut and paste 
Sarsen’s quotes from the previous season, 
just inserting different names into similar 
situations: However, despite the same 
outrageous outcome, this was anything 
but a cut-and-paste season, what with 
the Hornets losing as much as they did to 
graduation and still finding a way to reset 
the bar. Kudos, ladies…

Equally impressive is the insanity at 
Somers High. Coach Tony DeMatteo’s 
Tusker football team trudged through 
unchartered waters last Friday night 
at Dietz Stadium in Kingston where 
the Tuskers (11-1) throttled Section 2 
champion Burnt Hills (10-2) to advance to 
the NYSPHSAA Class 
A finals next Friday 
at the Carrier Dome 
in Syracuse. Somers 
turned a four-point, 
third-quarter lead into 
a 48-24 blowout and 
will compete for the 
state title for the first 
time ever. Having met 
the vast majority of these humble, young 
lads over the course of the last few months, 
I can tell you there is a fire in their belly, 
which will be tough to put down. 

The Somers boys’ soccer team didn’t 
even win the League II-C soccer title, 
coming in second behind Lakeland, so 
nobody outside the Somers family truly 
foresaw Coach Brian Lanzetta, in his first 
season on the Tusker sideline, taking this 
unit where no Somers team had gone 
before. I don’t care what anyone says, this 
came out of the blue.

By winning the first NYSPHSAA 
championship in school history in a 2-1 
overtime win over Section 6 champion 
Grand Island, the Tuskers (20-2-2) won 
just the third “team sport” state title in 

school history, joining the 
2004 cross country team and 
the 2014 girls’ soccer team. It 
was an unthinkable venture 
that threw the NYS soccer 
nation for a loop and sent 
Tusker Nation into yet 
another frenzy during 
the finest overall sports 

campaign in school history.
“I don’t know what to make of 

it,” DeMatteo said of the exploits at 
Somers. “It’s just a great community to 
be a part of. I love these kids and their 
parents. We are witnessing stuff that’s 
never happened at Somers before. 
These kids really out the time in and it 
shows, across the board.”

It’s an exemplary community now, 
that’s for sure…

Walter Panas volleyball is also 
something to behold these days as the 
undefeated Panthers (21-0) advanced 
to Glens Falls last weekend and won 
the school’s first NYS championship of any 
kind after the 2015 NYS finalist Panthers 
swept perennial Long Island champion 
Kings Park Sunday morning behind an 
MVP performance from All-American 
junior hitter Yvette Burcescu. Safe to say, 
that with a slew of underclassmen (11) 
returning, this is most magnificent era 
ever for any sport at Walter Panas. Big-
league props to Coach Joe Felipe, who 
has built a volleyball program that rivals 
that of Hen Hud, which is truly saying 
something when you consider the history 
behind Coach Diane Swertfager’s storied 
Sailor program. 

All-Tournament Panthers Burcescu, 
Julianna Bottarini and Sabrina Patriciello, 

plus teammates Stephanie DeLuca, 
Hannah Boyd, Taylor Kammerman, 
Lauren Feeley, Alexis Diaz, Alanna 
Mansell, Jillian Dolman, Jenn Braun, 
Julene Pineda, Demi Spanos, Melissa 
Lussier and Victoria Getting will go down 
in history as Walter Panas trailblazers; an 
inconceivably dedicated unit, which lost 
just one set all season (think about that!) 
and made good on something Felipe had 

in the works for nearly a decade. The 
Panthers were rewarded with a hero’s 
welcome home when the Mohegan 
Volunteer Fire Association graciously 
guided a congratulatory parade from the 
Annsville Circle to Walter Panas High late 
Sunday afternoon before the whole clan 
gathered at AJ’s Sports Pub and Grill for 
one last hurrah (at least until next year).

I reckon you could say that when it 
comes to the ladies in the Lakeland Central 
School District (Lakeland & Panas), the 
fall of 2016 is unprecedented and about as 
good as it gets. 

It’s been one heck of a fall, gang: Let’s 
hope we can take it through the winter and 
into the spring. Good luck, y’all!
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the run.
“That was a sprint-out with an out-cut 

and Pires ran the flag, and the kid had 
him covered but Pires just beat him, 
he just beat him like he’s done so many 
times this year,” DeMateo said. “This was 
Olifiers best game in running the offense, 
his best game of the year, and we needed 
that. He had a big night tonight.”
DEFENSE WINS

Somers DB Vincent DiFilippo had six 
tackles and two crucial picks. LB Antonio 
Vieira had a game-high 13 tackles. Dan 
Venditto had nine tackles and sack. 
Thomas Tooma had nine tackles and was 
named Defensive MVP. Drew Cassin 
had seven tackles, recovered a fumble 

and sacked the QB. Erik Hagenah and 
Nick Gariuo had nine and eight tackles, 
respectively.
THE DEMATTEO AFFECT

Since coming to Somers in 2000, 
DeMatteo changed the culture and 
has how fostered an environment that 
enables his coaching staff and the entire 
Somers community thrive, per Pires. 

“Coach Ant (QB/WR Coach Anthony 
DeMatteo) wanted to make sure we had 
the deep ball as part of our arsenal,” said 
Pires, who has 20 TDs on the season, a 
school record for a wide receiver. “Coach 
D trusts his players and his staff, and we 
wanted to get the passing game going 
again and 

we needed to do that 
against this team. To 
be able to bring Coach 
D back to the state title 
game where he belongs 
for the first time in 20 
years is just amazing. 
He’s a legend. Literally, 
not a day goes by 
without him teaching 
me something new 
about life. This is more 
than just a football team, it’s a family, 
and he preaches that every day. That’s 
why this whole community is on this 
field right now celebrating with us. I will 

never forget this, never!”
Tusker Nation has turned out in force 

from Day 1 this season, and there is little 
doubt about the fact that DeMatteo, in 
his 47th season overall, has turned a sub-
par football program into the second 
best in Section 1, behind only New 
Rochelle.

“To be honest, deep down in my heart, 
I never thought this would happen at 
Somers,” DeMatteo said. “I didn’t think 
this was a football area up here, so when 
I went to Somers I never envisioned this 
would happen, so this is truly one of my 
greatest moments; just to get back to the 
dome. 

“I told these guys before the game: 
Win this for yourselves, win this for 
your community, don’t do this for me. 
They never lay down. I really do love 
this team.”

And he’ll love spending Thanksgiving 
weekend in Syracuse with them; what 
could wouldn’t?

“Well, my wife is very happy that she 
won’t have to cook for everyone but we’ll 
all be together for a great thanksgiving 
dinner at a diner,” DeMatteo said. 
“And I couldn’t ask for more than to 
be spending time with my team on 
Thanksgiving weekend.”

There are 58 players on the roster and 
a slew of family and friends who concur 
with that notion.Somers RB Messiah Horne snaps off  one of  four TD runs in 48-24 NYS semifinal win 

over Burnt Hills.

Leaving a wake of  fallen Spartans in his path, Somers WR Matt Pires scores one of  three TDs before posing off  during 48-24 NYS 
semifinal win.

Somers MVP Messiah Horne gets some big-league love from 
Coach Tony DeMatteo.

Tusker teammates are thrilled for DL Mike Formisano, who won the 
sportsmanship award at NYS semis.
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Prideful Panas volleyball players pose with NYSPHSAA Class A championship plaque after winning 1st 
state title of  any kind in school history Sunday at Glens Falls.
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Somers Coach Tony DeMatteo salutes Tusker Nation 
after winning NYS Class A semis.
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