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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook
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Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49
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Devilish Deeds!
Haldane Wins 
6th-Straight 

Section 1 Title

The Haldane Blue Devils pose with their sixth consecutive Section 1 Class C championship 
plaque after the top-seeded Devils posted a convincing 3-0 victory over No.2 Solomon 
Schechter last Sunday at Charlie Murphy Field on the campus of  Yorktown High where 
captains Mary-Margeret Dwyer, Hannah Monteleone and Missy Lisikatos (right) were 
prominent factors in advancing to the state tournament... see Girls’ Soccer Notebook
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

It has the makings for the greatest 
football game in Northern Westchester 
County history, and the components for 
an instant classic when No.3 Somers and 
No.1 Yorktown clash at Mahopac this 
Saturday at 7 p.m. with the Section 1 Class 
A title on the line.

Two bordering rivals, two tradition-
rich football programs, to embroiled fan 
bases, two terrific heads of staff, two game-
breaking stars apiece, two evenly-matched 
lines, two of just about everything that is 
good in high school football. You name 
it, we got it, and local fanatics will want 
to arrive two hours early as the lots will 
be jam packed with the twice the traffic 
they’ve ever had at Mahopac.

State-ranked (No.8) Somers vs. No.4 
Yorktown is the juiciest nugget this 
neck of the woods has seen in at least a 
quarter century, so there will be a buzz 
at Mahopac the region hasn’t seen since 
President Ronald Regan put Russia in 
its place and restored temporary law and 
order in the home of the brave, which we 
may lose altogether if liberal ideology 
prevails on November 8th.

Somers (8-1) advanced behind the 
electrical forces of WR Matt Pires and 
RB Messiah Horne, who terrorized 
No.2 Brewster’s defense with the kind of 
dazzling speed the host Bears hadn’t seen 
all year in the Tuskers’ 42-35 triumph 
last Friday. Yorktown (9-0) did likewise 
behind the dynamic duo of QB Jose Boyer 
and RB Brett Makar in a 66-42 rout of 
No.5 Rye last Friday. All four studs will be 
on display this Saturday, looking to add to 
the lore of their respective sure-fire All-
NYS campaigns.

“Well, we know what they’re all about, 
they kicked our (butts) pretty good the 
first time,” legendary Somers boss Tony 
DeMatteo said of Coach Mike Rescigno’s 
Huskers, who worked a 34-13 come-
from-behind victory back in Week 3. “I’m 
just happy we’re in it. Pires is really special 
and I give credit to my son, Anthony, for 
recognizing it and moving him. Matt was 
a halfback and he got hurt when he broke 
his ankle, and Anthony suggested putting 
him out there at receiver where he could 
do some stuff and not risk re-injury as 
much. He’s been unbelievable out there. 
The O-line opened up some holes in there; 
that Gargiulo, he’s a dude, he’s a dude.”

With Brewster in his rearview mirror, 
DeMatteo will turn his attention to 
Yorktown, a former two-time NYS 
championship program with four Section 
1 title between 1992-98 that he respects 
as much as any in NYS. But not before he 
tipped his cap to Brewster and its leader, 

QB Jack Guida, who willed the Bears 
back into the contest after falling behind 
28-7. Guida threw for 166 yards and two 
touchdowns and ran for two other scores, 
despite being shadowed by Somers junior 
LB Antonio Viera, who had eight solo 
tackles and 15 assisted tackles, seven of 
which were for losses. He also tipped a 
pass away, blocked a PAT and carried 
once for 25 yards. There wasn’t an ounce 
of quit in Brewster, though, and the Bears 
presented a tough out for Somers.

“We’re gonna enjoy this one,” DeMatteo 
added. “We’ll deal with Yorktown soon 
enough. But I told this Guida kid after the 
game that I had to take an Ambien every 
night to go to sleep because of that kid. 
He’s a tremendous football player, and I 
hope he doesn’t play lacrosse in college 
because that kid’s a football player and 
Brewster was a tremendous opponent. 
They should be proud of their season.”

DeMatteo’s Tuskers are a different team 
than the one that got busted up front and 
put the ball on the carpet a few times. 
Though ball security remains an issue 
the Tuskers will have to work out, Horne 
and Pires are legit homerun hitters, each 
doing so against the state-ranked (No.6) 
Bears. Pires had six touches on the night 
and scored on three of them, including the 
first play from scrimmage when he turned 
a simple jet sweep into a 66-yard TD 
scamper, part of the 250 yards he would 
amass in a mind-blowing performance. 

“Coach said he was going to find ways 
to get me the ball,” said Pires, who rushed 
for 197 yards and added 53 through the 
air while padding is TD total to 16 on 
the year. “Tonight, the holes were there, 
the cutbacks were there. It was all set up 
perfectly. I give every ounce of credit to 
our line. We’re looking forward to next 
week. We were all pretty upset after we 
lost (to Yorktown), but that loss made 
this team what we are today. That loss to 
Yorktown was always in the back of our 

heads and we haven’t forgotten it.”
Gargiulo, the anchor of the O-line, said 

his job is easy because Horne, who rushed 
for 194 yards and two TDs (and could 
have had a third if not for wisely taking 
a knee at the one to milk some clock), 
and Pires. One of Horne’s TDs was a jaw-
dropping 54-yarder where he broke at 
least four tackles, spun out of trouble and 
bowled over several would-be tacklers. 
Tusker RB Tyler Carr added a one-yard 
plunge to paydirt in the first quarter

“All I gotta do is put my helmet on a 
helmet and our guys will make plays. It’s 
amazing what they do,” said Gargiulo, 
a man among boys out there. “When 
Monday comes, it’s game week. We 
practice hard, we lock in and focus on 
our opponent. Listen, we want Yorktown 
more than anything. We want them really 
bad, but we’re going to stay focused, and 
stay calm and then when game time 
comes we’re gonna turn it on. We’re gonna 
celebrate the win this weekend and then 
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Grid NotebookSports

No.3 Somers vs. No.1 Yorktown: It’s Going Down for Real!
Historic Section 1 Title Battle Should Draw Thousands to Mahopac 

Somers WR Matt Pires snaps off  a jet sweep he took to the house for one of  three TDs he would score 
in Tuskers’ 42-35 semifinal win over Brewster.

Yorktown QB Jose Boyer breaks off  a long TD 
trot in Huskers Class A semifinal win over Rye last 
Friday.

Yorktown DB Tommy Weaver picks off  a pass he would turn into a pick-6 in Huskers’ rout of  Rye.
RAY GALLAGHER/BOB CASTNER PHOTOS
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Grid NotebookSports
get ready for Yorktown.”

YORKTOWN, which had its season 
cut short by Rye in each of the last three 
seasons, was not about to go down this 
time. The top seed tore the Garnets apart 
in the first half, seizing a 42-20 halftime 
lead en route to a 66-42 win and its second 
Class A championship appearance in 
three years. The Huskers ripped of chunk-
yardage, going for 266 yards on just 25 
plays in the half.

Makar (3 TDs), Boyer (2 TDs) and 
Brandon Meyreles (1 TD) all finished 
with over 100 yards on the ground and 
combined for six scores. Husker FB 
Justin Cavallo rushed for one score and 
caught a TD pass from Boyer, who set a 
program record for career TD passes (15). 
DB Tommy Weaver added a pick-6 and 
helped put the Tuskers in line for their 
first sectional title since 1998; the last of 
four titles in six years. Meyreles added 12 
tackles and an INT, one of three Husker 
picks. Also noteworthy was the game 
by K Giuliano Santucci, who had five 
touchbacks, a 33-yard field goal and went 
9-for-9 on PATs. The kid is 42 of 44 on the 
year (PATs ) and 6 of 7 on field goals.

The Huskers are wary of Somers’ speed 

at the skill positions, which they match up 
pretty well against; better than any other 
team in Class A. Athletically, speaking; 
it’s a push, too, as both the Huskers and 
Tuskers have waves of athleticism across 
the board. A betting man might call 
the Huskers a one/two-point favorite 
based on the Week 3 victory, which was 
much closer than the outcome would 
indicate, but this is as close to a pick-em 
championship game as this scribe can 
recall in quite some time.

“It’s not necessarily about the opponent; 
it’s about being in the big dance, the 
championship,” Makar said, downplaying 
the unavoidable flimflam. “I’ve been 
playing against all the kids from Somers 
since a football first touched my hands. 
They’re a great opponent and all have been 
very well coached since youth football. 
They all know how to play. My teammates 
and I understand this and understand the 
opportunity in front of us. Just another 
great week of practice and not making any 
moment or game too big or too small. Just 
playing our game and having fun.”

We’re about to deal with what will likely 
be the most hyped encounter in over a 
quarter century; let’s hope it lives up to it…

Brewster RB Henry Terry is hunted by Tuskers Tyler Carr (33), Ryan Elliot (1) and leading tackler 
Antonio Vieira (26).

Somers RB Messiah Horne stepped over and 
around would-be tacklers on this TD trot in 42-35 
semifinal win over host Brewster last Friday.

A pair of  coaching giants, Somers Assistant Coach 
Gerry Keevins, and head Coach Tony DeMatteo 
share a hug after Tuskers knocked off  Bears.

Brewster H-Back Rob Peifer hauls in long gain in Bears’ loss to Somers.

Rye had no answer for the Muscle Man, Brett Makar, who found paydirt three times in Yorktown’s semifinal 
rout of  Rye.

No.1 YORKTOWN – 1998 was 17 
long years ago, do you really need that 
reminder anymore? End this drought, 
pronto, Tonto!

No.2 SOMERS – Let’s put the over/
under at 66 because No.66 in red – Nick 
Gargiulo -- should be the biggest beast 
in the trenches. Last possession wins!

No.3A BREWSTER – Too bad that 
first quarter had to count because the 
following three were really what the 
Bears were made of.

No.3B CARMEL – What you Rams 
did in your dedication for beloved Coach 
Sarkissian – my former coach, Prep for 
Marriage teacher and Dean of Students 

at Lakeland High – was far better than 
anything you did in your 26-6 win over 
Spring Valley. Nothing but #PureClass 
oozing out of Carmel this season. QB 
Kyle Shilling went out with a bang, 
connecting on 11 of 13 passes for 193 
yards and two touchdowns.

No. 5 HEN HUD – Only Mother 
Nature could prevent Sailor QB Nick 
Cunningham from breaking Section 1’s 
record for TD passes #DangHer. Still, he 
helped change the culture and brought 
a swag the Sailors hadn’t had since RB/
LB Mike Pritts was smashing mouths at 
the turn of the century. 

NWE/Putnam Examiner Fab 5 Grid Poll
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sorts Editor
@Directrays

It was just another year at the office 
for Class C HALDANE, who went on to 
claim the Section 1 championship last 
Sunday at Yorktown High. Having won 
six-straight sectional titles now, that 
was pretty much a given.

Top-seeded, state-ranked (No.10) 
SOMERS was vying for a three-peat in 
Class A, and that, too, was supposed to 
be a given, but that is why we play the 
games. No.6 Pearl River stunned the 
Tuskers, sweating out a 2-1 Section 1 
Class A title victory that nipped Somers’ 
bid for a three-peat in the bud.

On the strength of a first-half goal 
from All-NYS F Ciara Ostrander, 
Somers looked well on its way. The Yale-
bound Ostrander, as gifted a striker as 
we have in Section 1 this season, was set 
up by UConn-bound M Melina Couzis 
for a 1-0 lead the Tuskers took to the 
break.

However, the tide turned in the 
second half and Somers’ finesse-
driven attack was hampered by soggy 
conditions and a steady rain that slowed 
the Tuskers down. Shaelynn Guilfoyle 
gave the Pirates a 2-1 they would not 
relinquish, despite a barrage of Somers 
pressure. Pearl River’s first goal was the 
result of an own-goal botched by the 
Tusker defense.

The Tuskers came in to the 
championship on the heels of a hard-
fought 4-2 win over John Jay, in which 
they rallied to overcome a 2-1 halftime 
defict with two tallies from Couzis, 
including the game-winner, one from 

Ostrander and the tying goal by Ali 
Kalayjian.

H A L D A N E 
Coach Gary Van 
Asselt knows that 
when it comes to 
big the big spot 
he count can 
on two families 
to always come 
through these 
days: Lisikatos 
and Monteleone. 

Clutch Missy 
Lisikatos (assist 
from Julia 
Rotando) and 
steady Hannah 
M o n t e l e o n e 
each scored for 
the top-seeded 
Blue Devils, who 
promptly turned 
those tallies 
into Haldane’s 
s i x t h - s t r a i g h t 
Section 1 Class C 
championship in 

a 3-0 win over No.2 Solomon Schechter 
last Saturday at Yorktown High. No 
strangers to winning championships, 
the dynamic duo with mega 
pedigree will now lead the 
Blue Devils (12-4-3) into 
to the state tournament 
where they will face the 
Section 9 champion today 
at Yorktown High (5 p.m.). 
The winner will advance to 
face Section 11 champion 
Port Jefferson Saturday 
at Yorktown (11:30 a.m.), 
provided Haldane wins. 
Perennial power Port Jeff 
knocked off the then-
defending NYS champion 
Blue Devils in last year’s 
regional championship 
before winning the whole 
shebang, a year after losing 
in the 2014 NYS Class B 
finals. 

Van Asselt’s program 
brings vast experience and has faced a 
tough schedule along the way, which 
he feels has prepped the Blue Devils for 

state tourney success, much the way it 
did in 2014 when they were crowned 
state champs.
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Girls Soccer NotebookSports

Top-Seeded Haldane Rocks Schechter, Wins Section 1 Title Convincingly 
Blue Devils Notch 6th Straight Class C Crown; Somers Stopped Cold in Bid to Three-peat in Class

Yorktown’s Ciara Frawly eludes Carmel defender in Huskers quarterfinal win 
over Rams.

(Dominant) Somers M Melina Couzis plays head ball in driving rain that didn’t help Tuksers in 2-1 Section 
1 Class A title loss Sunday at Yorktown.

Haldane’s Missy Lisikatos scored once in 3-0 Section 1 Class C 
championship win for Blue Devils.

Somers senior Jenna Menta pushes up field in 2-1 
sectional title loss to Pearl River Sunday.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO
Somers senior Ciara Ostrander gets head on ball 
in 2-1 sectional title loss to Pearl River.

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS
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Boys Soccer NotebookSports

Somers Beats Pearl River, 1-0, Crowned Class A Champions
Lasher Lashes Out, Nets Game-Winning Goal in Tusker Triumph
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sorts Editor
@Directrays

Back in this very space about three 
weeks ago, we suggested Somers High 
would need to find a consistent scorer 
other than senior Captain Jack Maher if 
the then-state ranked Tuskers were going 
to attain the lofty goals that first-year 
Coach Brian Lanzetta had put forth on 
day one of the 2016 season. 

Little did anyone know that the biggest 
goal of the season would be scored by a 
freshman, Drew Lasher, who was called 
up from the junior varsity seven games in 
to the season. But sometimes the delivery 
of an unexpected package is often the 
most pleasant, and that’s Lasher’s game-
winning goal, a tally scored with a shade 
under four minutes left to play, was just 
that. The game’s lone goal produced a 
1-0 Section 1 Class A championship win 
for Somers over No.1 Pearl River last 
Saturday at Lakeland High.

“I can’t believe this, I’m still trying 
to let it sink in now,” said Lasher, who, 
with feline quickness, took a feed from 
sophomore Max Grell and deposited the 
goal that led to Somers’ first sectional 
championship since 1997. “All credit to 
Max Grell, he just passed it over to me 
and I just finished it. I can’t believe this. 
I just felt it coming, a goal was coming 
somewhere.”

In fact, very few people thought it could 
materialize when the 2016 campaign 
kicked off and Somers was but a blip on 
the Section 1 radar. But Lanzetta, who 
has worked with this unit since their days 
in club soccer, was quick to reconfigure 
the structure and produce a winning 
product, augmented by a stifling defense 
that pitched its 11th shutout of the year.

“Coach is great, I love him so much,” 
Lasher said of Lanzetta, who relied on 
his senior leaders to build a foundation 
of trust and belief, trusting Maher and 
fellow captains (G) Kenny Kurtz, (D) 
Luke Bugoni and (D) Evan Kieltyka 
to mesh with a talented group of 
underclassmen.

“He’s a confident, young player,” 

Lanzetta said of Lasher. “He scored 
like 11 goals in the first four or five J.V. 
games, so I was like ‘alright, let me pull 
this kid up and get some experience’. 
He showed you there, give him one 
opportunity, he can take it. The future is 
bright and the seniors back these guys. 
We’re like a family. It’s really cool how 
well everybody got along this year. The 
power of positivity has been out motto 
all year long, and it really took over.

“These guys put the work in 
themselves,” Lanzetta added. “I don’t 
really come in here and make them 
better players. It’s my job to make them 
believe what they can do on and off the 
field. These seniors believed they can 
win and I hope that goes on in life in 
anything they believe they can do. These 
guys always had each other’s back on and 
off the field. It comes down to mutual 
respect. As much as you want to tell 
them, sometimes you have to take a step 
back and listen to them. I’m so glad I did 

because they teach me stuff all the time. 
As a coach, you have to keep and open 
mind, you can’t shut these guys out or 
they won’t respect you. We have built a 
mutual respect and a family atmosphere 
and you see how it’s worked for us.”

Lanzetta listened to Maher often; 
the hub of the attack the last two years. 
Maher pushed on in the championship, 
and while he didn’t score, he kept the 
pressure on the Pirates; like he did with 
opponents all season.

“This feels amazing, I mean how many 
times do you see a freshman scoring the 
game-winning goal in a section final,” 
Maher said. “These underclassmen have 
really stepped it up this year. They’ve 
really pushed the team forward. We knew 

this was it, win or go home, and this just 
feels amazing right now. As seniors, it’s 
even more special.”

The Tuskers, who played in their first 
sectional final since losing in 2000, hope 
to add to the positivity when Somers 
plays the Section 9 champion in the 
regional semifinals Wednesday at noon 
back at Lakeland High School. With the 
sixth sectional title in school history 
(1985, 1989, 1991, 1993, 1997, 2016), the 
Tuskers are now in search of their first 
state title.

Somers freshman Andrew Lasher salutes crowd 
after scoring lone goal in Tuskers’ 1-0 title triumph 
over Pearl River Saturday.

Somers freshman Andrew Lasher lines up GWG in 
Tuskers’ 1-0 championship win over Pearl River.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS
Lakeland M Matias Prando pushes onward in Hornets’ Class A quarterfinal win over Tappan Zee.

Tusker Graham Roediger leaps into arms of  G 
Kenny Kurtz after Tuskers won Class A title game.

Somers players storm G Kenny Kurtz after he shut 
out Pearl River 1-0 in Section 1 title triumph.

Somers co-captain Jack Maher scored last-minute 
semifinal goal that allowed Tuskers to force OT 
and eventually win.

continued on S -7
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Field Hockey NotebookSports

By Tony Pinciaro
It has become an annual rite of 

passage every November.
The first week of November brings the 

Section 1 Field Hockey Championships 
and, with it, the Class B final which 
features seven-time reigning NYS 
champion Lakeland and longtime 
bridesmaid Rye.

Rye, which previously won three 
New York State Class C championships 
and a Class B title, will be Lakeland’s 
title-game opponent for the eighth 
consecutive year.

The teams will play for the 
championship Tuesday (5:00 p.m.) at 
Brewster High School. The teams met 
during the regular season with Lakeland 
prevailing, 3-1.

Since 2003, Lakeland (16-0-2) has 
played for either the Section 1 Class 
A or Class B championship 13 times, 
including a current run of seven 
consecutive Class B titles. Lakeland 
played in Class A through 2007. The last 

team to deny Lakeland a sectional title 
was Putnam Valley, in the 2008 Class B 
final.

“Every year it’s a different challenge 
and it’s a different feeling,” said senior 
captain Meghan Fahey. “The feeling is 
so surreal that we made it to this point. 
I want another section championship. 
That’s my goal.”

Lakeland, the top seed, reached the 
final with a quarterfinal-round victory 
over Pearl River, 9-0, and an 8-0 triumph 
of Nyack in the semis. Rye advanced 
with victories over Pelham and John 
Jay-Cross River. Both teams had a first-
round bye.

Fahey said the first-round bye gave 
Lakeland more preparation time for 
sectionals, but it also enabled the team 
to rest and heal from the bumps and 
bruises each player has endured.

Fahey pointed out that one aspect of 
Lakeland’s game that the team focused 

on was offensive penalty corners. 
Overall, the players felt they were not 
executing as well as they should have.

“We would discuss what we could 
change with them for the next game,” 
Fahey said. “Once we started talking 
and moving things around, that helped 
us to improve. Now, at the beginning 

of practice and at the end of practice 
we do corners. We all feel comfortable 
now and we know we have the ability to 
finish.”

Lakeland is not surprised Rye will be 
the opponent. After all, the two teams 
have dominated Class B for nearly a 

Lakeland vs. Rye: An Annual Rite of Passage, Yet Again
Panas, Somers, Mahopac Suffer Quarterfinal Setbacks

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Lakeland’s Caroline Cahill slams shot in 9-0 
quarterfinal win over Pearl River last Wednesday.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS
Lakeland co-captain Julia Wanamaker dictates 
tempo in 9-0 win over Pearl River.

Lakeland’s Mia Lennon is among the best two-way players in Section 1 this year and a true leader for 
inspiring Hornets.

Panas Danielle Merante had a goal and assist in 
3-2 season-ending loss to Nyack.

Lakeland’s Kelsey McCrudden was gripping and 
ripping in 9-0 quarterfinal win over Pearl River.

Lakeland F Megan Fahey had a team-high 25G through 17 games and will need more of  same if  Hornets 
are to secure 8th-straight title.

continued on S -7
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Sports

decade.
“Rye has a solid team and we knew 

that when we played them, and they’ve 
been doing really well,” said Fahey of 
the regular-season meeting. “We expect 
them to come out strong and be better 
than what we saw earlier in the season. 
But we are also a better team than when 
we played them. We’re excited to be 
playing them again.”

Lakeland punched its ticket for the 
final with the victory over sixth-seeded 
Nyack as Caroline Cahill led the way 
with a hat trick and an assist. Julianna 
Cappello and Fahey netted two goals 
apiece, Cameron Lischinsky had a goal 
and three assists and Kelsey McCrudden 
added an assist.

Lakeland eliminated Pearl River 
behind two goals and two assists apiece 
from McCrudden and Cahill. Mia 
Lennon and Lischinsky each had two 
goals and an assist. Fahey (goal) and 
Cappello (assist) closed out the scoring.

MAHOPAC opened the Section 1 
Class A tournament with a 1-0 win over 
John Jay-East Fishkill as Brianna Corace 
scored with 11 minutes remaining in the 
game. Gianna Brigante made six saves in 
the first half for Mahopac and Shannon 
Barry posted two in the second half.

Scarsdale, seeded second, which will 
be playing Mamaroneck for the Class 

A title, defeated Mahopac, 5-2 in a 
quarterfinal game.

SOMERS and PANAS, seeded third 
and fourth, respectively, in Class B were 
both upset in the quarterfinal round.

John Jay-Cross River surprised 
Somers with a three-goal second half 
in a 4-1 win and Nyack bested Panas in 
strokes, 3-2.

Somers’ Emma MacNeil scored in the 
first half, assisted by Taylor Turchick 
and MaryKate Mollaghan, but John Jay 
erupted for three goals in the second 
half.

“Although we left everything we 
had out on the field, it just wasn’t our 
day,” Somers’ coach Jaime Pryschlak 
said. “John Jay came out strong and 
put together a solid performance. We 
struggled to get the momentum back 
once we scored. I’m very proud of the 
way the girls handled themselves and 
the successful season we had.”

Panas led Nyack, 2-0, at halftime on 
goals by Danielle Merante, assisted 
by Lisa Guzzo, and Nicole Schauffel, 
assisted by Merante. Nyack sent the 
game to overtime with a pair of goals 
nine minutes apart.

 The teams were still even after the 
two 7 v 7, 10-minute overtime periods. 
The teams went to strokes and Nyack 
prevailed, converting three of five 
strokes.

Lakeland vs. Rye: An Annual Rite of 
Passage, Yet Again
continued from page S-6

Top-Seeded Haldane Rocks Schechter, 
Wins Section 1 Title Convincingly 

“It’s about them willing to learn how to 
win,” the coach said of the Blue Devils, 
past and present. “It’s about senior 
leadership showing the way, it’s about a 
storied history of teams in every sport 
that walk away from the end of the game 
saying ‘Did I leave everything I had on 
the field, did I leave my number better 
than I found it’. We’re so proud our kids 
in little old Class C are taking on what 
the section deals to us and moving on 
from there.”

MAHOPAC’s Ailis Martin scored 
three minutes into the game but that 
was all the Class AA ninth-seeded 
Indians could muster in a 3-1 loss to 
No.5 Suffern, thus ending a terrific late-
season run for the youthful Indians, who 
have nowhere to go but up next season. 
Mahopac advanced to the semifinals 
after a thrilling 3-2 overtime defeat of 
top-seeded and state-ranked Horace 
Greeley. 

The game went to PKs where Martin 
and Morgan Kirby made the Indians’ 
first two attempts. After a Mahopac 
miss, Katie Yurish and Sam Colatruglio 
buried their chances and sent 

shockwaves throughout Section 1 with 
the upset triumph. Kirny and Yurich 
each scored in regulation.

YORKTOWN was also eliminated 
in the semis, falling 3-2 at Arlington, 
despite the third-seeded Huskers having 
held a 2-1 halftime lead. The No.2 
Admirals snapped a 2-2 deadlock with 
seven minutes left to advance to the 
finals where they defeated Suffern in the 
Class AA championship. Husker sniper 
Alyssa Francese closed out her school 
record-setting career by scoring twice in 
the first half to give the Huskers a lead 
they failed to hold. Ariana Pjetri and 
Kim Bourgeiois had the assists.

The Huskers advanced to the 
semifinals after a 3-0 win over No.11 
Carmel, in which scorching Ivana Pjetri 
(2G, 1A) and Francese did the scoring. 
Caroline Nachman notched the shutout 
with 14 saves.

PUTNAM VALLEY’s finest season 
in history came to an end at Albertus 
Magnus in a 4-1 quarterfinal loss to the 
eventual Class B finalists after the sixth-
seeded Tigers won the first playoff game 
in school history in the opening round. 

continued from page S-4

Somers Beats Pearl River, 1-0, Crowned 
Class A Champions

Somers advanced to the finals after 
a 2-1 overtime win over No.2 Byram 
Hills, doing so on PKs (outkicking the 
Bobcats 4-2 at the stripe). Maher scored 
on a PK with 40 seconds remaining 
to force overtime and All-Section-in-
waiting G Kenny Kurtz made 10 saves, 
including several dazzlers in extra time. 
The energetic keeper made back-to-back 
diving saves on the Bobcats’ final two 
penalty kicks while his boys were making 
good on their kicks, including 

LAKELAND (13-4-2) was a built-for-
now team with a senior-laden unit that 
had finally cracked the state rankings 
(No.14) and appeared poised to make a 
run for its first Section 1 Class A crown 
since 2011, but the surging Hornets 
were stopped dead in their tracks by 
reigning champion Pearl River, 4-3, last 
Wednesday.

Visiting Lakeland took a 11-game 
unbeaten streak into the semifinal contest 
and found itself in a first-half shootout 
with the state-ranked (No.9) Pirates, as 
the two teams combined for six goals in a 
halftime stalemate, including tallies from 

Hornets Dhruv Girgenti, Arben Hoxhaj 
and Matias Prando . Kevin Doorley put 
Pearl River up 4-3 with 18 minutes to 
play and the goal stood the test of time.

“We’ve got to do a better job of getting 
past the semifinals,” Lakeland Coach 
Tim Hourahan said after wishing Somers 
the best in the state tournament. “We felt 
like we really belong in the finals, like we 
could play with any of these teams here 
(in the finals).”

Having put the only two blemishes on 
Somers’ record this season, the Hornets 
were quite capable of doing damage but 
Pearl River has been their bugaboo in 
recent years. Lakeland will lose a ton of 
talented seniors (14 in all), so the off-
season is critical if they’re to maintain a 
high level of soccer.

HALDANE’s Blaine Fitzgerald 
(25 saves) kept North Salem off the 
scoreboard for 99-plus minutes until 
the Tigers slipped one past the keeper 
in overtime. Tiger Michael Dutt broke 
through with 15 seconds left in the 
second OT session, giving North Salem 
the 1-0 win and Class C crown.

continued from page S-5
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Brewster RB Rob Peifer (10) and the Bears got off  to a slow start and paid the consequences in their 42-35 Section 1 Class A semifinal loss to No.3 Somers last Friday night at the Bears’ den where 
Brewster fell behind 28-7 in the first quarter and was forced to play catch-up all night. Somers advanced to the finals to face No.1 Yorktown this Saturday... see Grid Notebook
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Brewster Pays the Peifer!

No.2 Bears Fall to No.3 Somers, 
42-35, in Class A Semis


