
By David Propper
Another volunteer fire department in 

Putnam County is under investigation 
for missing funds. 

The Patterson Volunteer Fire 
Department is facing an ongoing probe 
into its finances, according to a press 
release sent out by the Patterson town 
board last week. The shocking revelation 
was confirmed by the town board, in 
which it states that New York State and 
federal authorities are involved in the 
investigation. 

The scope of alleged misdeeds has 
yet to be determined, the town board 
stated, and investigators have provided 
little information regarding any possible 

findings. 
The Patterson fire department is 

considered an independent contractor 
hired by the town for its fire and 
emergency services. This year, the funds 
provided by the town to the department 
came to the tune of $1 million. 

Even though the town board said it 
has “very limited authority” to oversee 
the department’s financial activities, the 
current investigation was triggered after 
the town board forced the department 
to provide a certified financial audit 
required by New York State.

The board stated it looks forward to the 
conclusion and recommendations from 

By Ray Gallagher
After 12 productive years as the 

Mahopac varsity football coach, 
Mahopac School District officials 
confirmed that Tom Donahoe 
announced Monday afternoon his 
retirement from the gridiron, effective 
immediately. Donahoe, who took control 
of the program in 2004 after serving as 
an assistant to former longtime Coach 
Gerry Keevins, guided the Indians to a 
2010 Section 1 Class AA title appearance. 
He met with players Monday afternoon 
and told them the time was simply right 
for him to step down.

With two of his sons three expected to 

be competing collegiately next year, and 
a third just finishing up, Coach Donahoe 
and his wife, Krista, will cherish some 
down time as they plan to traipse the 
college circuit in the hopes of watching 
their boys compete at the next level. 
Donahoe will continue to teach Science 
at Mahopac High School, and the search 
for his replacement should commence 
immediately.

“It’s a sad, sad day for Mahopac sports,” 
Mahopac Athletic Director John Augusta 
said. “Tom has done things the right way 
on and off the field, more importantly off 
of it: The life lessons he taught our boys 

By David Propper
The 28th district attorney of Putnam 

County and three returning Republican 
legislators took oaths of office on New 
Years Eve inside a packed historic 
courthouse in Carmel, the mark of a fresh 

year in Putnam.
District Attorney Bob Tendy was 

officially ushered into office, as well as 
legislators Barbara Scuccimarra, Ginny 
Nacerino, and Joe Castellano, all of 
whom are starting their second term. In 
front of friends, family and supporters, 
the ceremony once again provided hope 
and inspiration for a New Year in county 
government. 

Tendy, the former Putnam Valley 
supervisor, was sworn in by Sheriff Don 
Smith. Tendy beat former DA Adam Levy 
in two elections this past year to attain the 
seat. 

Smith noted Tendy was a former 
Manhattan Assistant District Attorney 
and defense attorney who has been 
involved in numerous volunteer 
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DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Bob Tendy was sworn in by Sheriff  Don Smith as 
family surrounded him.

A Mahopac family greeted 
2016 with the birth of  their 
daughter, the first baby born 
on New Year’s Day at Putnam 
Hospital Center. The Cavannas’ 
welcomed Erin Cavanna into 
the world at 11:58 a.m. She 
weighed precisely 6 pounds 
and was 19 inches long. 
The newborn joins an older 
brother and sister. “My first 
blessing of  2016 – the first 
of  many,” grandmother, Anita 
Grant said. The baby came one 
week prior to her due date and 
less than one hour from when 
mom Keisha Cavanna was 
admitted to Putnam Hospital 
Center for delivery. “I was hoping for a tax write-off  or a New Year’s baby,” 
Keisha Cavanna said. “Either way, I’m happy.” Dad Nate Cavanna said he felt 
fantastic. “There’s no way I’d rather start the New Year,” he said.
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By David Propper
As another election cycle slowly 

gets underway for New York State 
Senator Terrence Murphy, the freshman 
Republican lawmaker is taking shots 
at New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio 
for his alleged involvement in Hudson 
Valley races in 2016. 

In an email to supporters regarding 
an upcoming fundraiser, Murphy, a 
Yorktown resident, slammed de Blasio, 
a Democrat and first term mayor, for 
his alleged attempt to influence the 40th 
senate seat held by Murphy and other 
legislative seats in hopes of flipping them 
to Democratic candidates. Currently, the 
GOP in the state senate has a one- seat 
edge, only because a Democrat caucuses 
and votes with Republicans. 

“Despite Mayor de Blasio sending his 
staff and a $250,000 bankroll of funneled 
money to my opponent, despite my 
opponent spending over a million 
dollars on negative attack commercials 
and mailers, and despite being outspent 
by the millions poured in from George 
Soros and New York City special interest 
groups supporting my opponent with 
false and misleading attack ads, we 
prevailed,” Murphy said, referencing 
his 10-point win over Democrat Justin 
Wagner. 

Murphy went on to state, “Mayor de 
Blasio and his goons are at it again,” 

referencing a New York Post article that 
reported de Blasio’s staff is in “secret 
strategy talks to oust Republicans from 
power in the state Senate.”

The New York Post reported leaders 
of the Working Family Party have been 
in discussion with a de Blasio political 
advisor about state senate races. In the 
article, an individual described as a 
Working Families insider confirmed 
talking with de Blasio’s staff, as well as a 
Cuomo top aide and Senate Democrats. 

In a recent interview with the NY 
Post, de Blasio suggested he would take 

a less visible role this upcoming election 
season after he called donors to direct 
money to Democratic senate candidates 
in 2014. 

But Murphy in his solicitation 

to supporters leading up to a Jan. 9 
fundraiser doesn’t seem to buy that. 

“We need to send a message to these 
establishment clowns that the Hudson 
Valley is not for sale,” Murphy wrote. 

Murphy Attacks NYC’s de Blasio as Road to Re-election Begins

NYS Sen. Terrence Murphy (left) slammed NYC Mayor Bill de Blasio last week in an email to supporters. 

‘We need to send 
a message to these 

establishment 
clowns that the 

Hudson Valley is 
not for sale.’ - 
NYS Senator 

Terrence Murphy 

are invaluable. You never had to worry 
about him imparting class and putting 
things in proper perspective. Tom is 
always about class and dignity.

“Replacing that won’t be easy,” 
Augusta continued, “but we’ll find the 

right replacement for him. The Mahopac 
football coach is a high-profile position, 
and I’m very sure we’ll have some highly 
qualified candidates looking to replace 
him.”

(This story broke on deadline, more will 
follow next week)

Mahopac Football Coach Steps Down
continued from page 1
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By David Propper
Putnam County resident and former 

New York State governor George Pataki 
is starting the new year not on the 
campaign trail, but likely back home 
in Garrison after he announced he was 
suspending his presidential campaign. 

In a two-minute television 
advertisement, Pataki, a Peekskill native, 
confirmed he’s stepping away from a 
campaign that never really got off the 
ground. Entering the race for the White 
House in May, Pataki attempted to offer 
a more moderate Republican choice to 

primary voters. He boasted his record 
as a three-term governor in New York, 
especially his actions in the aftermath of 
9-11. 

But poll numbers never indicated 
much support, if any, for Pataki who last 
held office in 2006 and has more centrist 
views on abortion, gay marriage, and the 
environment. Early in the race, he even 
urged other Republican candidates to 
move away from discussing issues like 
abortion and gay marriage, calling both 
issues a distraction that would hurt a 
Republican nominee from taking the 

presidency in 2016. 
Pataki was part of a crowded GOP 

field for the nomination. After his 
campaign suspension, twelve Republican 
contenders still remain in the race.   

In his video announcement, Pataki 
said he hopes whoever the next president 
is, it’ll be a person who understands 
politicians, “must be the people’s servant 
and not their master.”

He noted the job he did as governor 
came from values he learned growing 
up in the Hudson Valley on a small farm 
in Peekskill. Pataki is a former mayor of 

Peekskill, state assemblyman and state 
senator.

“Mostly what I brought was a belief in 
America, that tomorrow would always be 
better,” Pataki said of his campaign. “And 
that as a free people we can accomplish 
anything.”

In a probable reference to Republican 
frontrunner and fellow New Yorker 
Donald Trump, Pataki said, “if we’re 
truly going to make America great 
again, we need to elect a president that 
will do three things: confront and defeat 
radical Islam, shrink the size and power 
of Washington and unite us again in our 
belief in this great country.”

His wife Libby went on leave from the 
county’s tourism department where she 
is the director to support Pataki during 
his run. It’s not known when she’d be 
back. 

Pataki supporters from Putnam were 
disappointed he was bowing out.

County Consumer Affairs Director 
and Kent resident Jean Noel said she 
knows Pataki is a “great leader” who had 
the talent to take the country forward. 
She was at his campaign kickoff several 
months ago. 

“Unfortunately, it seems like media 
driven celebrities are what people want,” 
Noel said. “It may not be the best choice 
but he gracefully, with dignity and 
honor, spoke about the suspension. I will 
always be proud of his efforts in Putnam 
County.”

Legislator Roger Gross was also at his 
campaign kickoff and went to another 
forum in New Hampshire featuring 
Pataki. Despite spending a lot of time in 
New Hampshire--an early primary state-
-Gross acknowledged Pataki never really 
moved the needle as the primary nears.

“There are so many candidates, he 
never got the traction,” Gross said. “I 
wish him well. He gave it a good, sharp 
try.”

Putnam’s George Pataki Suspends Presidential Campaign

FACEBOOK PHOTO
Former New York governor George Pataki signing 
his declaration of  candidacy to be on the ballot 
in New Hampshire when he was seeking the 
Republican nomination for president.
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By David Propper
Politics in Putnam County has become 

a “blood sport” and the now former 
supervisor of Patterson, Michael Griffin, 
no longer wants to be part of it.

Griffin, a Republican that led Patterson 
for the past 22 years as supervisor, officially 
retired last week, with his last day on the 
job New Years Eve. In an interview during 
his final week of duty, Griffin said he had 
mixed feelings going forward with the 
next chapter of his life. Admittedly, when 
he first got elected back in 1993, Griffin 
thought he’d only be around for a few 
terms; instead his tenure lasted through 
three Putnam County executives and five 
New York governors.

Navigating through twelve elections, 
including eight general and four 
Republican primaries, Griffin has never 
lost an election and it seems never will. In 
his final contested election, a Republican 
primary against Beaver Creek Farm 
owner Joe Capasso, Griffin won by three 
votes.

“My record is untarnished,” Griffin said. 
But even with an undefeated record, 

campaign seasons can be grueling. And 
since around 2008, it became almost 
unbearable, Griffin noted. He said when 
former state senator Greg Ball came on 
the scene, politics departed from being 
a “gentlemen’s sport.” Particularly the 
last two elections were “really nasty, very 
personal.”

Griffin said the terrible conditions of 
campaigning for public office certainly 
factored into his decision to not seek 
another term. Griffin and his wife sat 
down and decided their family didn’t 
have one more campaign - which can 
leave a candidate physically, mentally, 
emotionally, and financially drained - left 
in them.

“Things changed dramatically when 
it became blood sport and things like 
families and personal stuff and personal 
attacks became the order of the day,” 
Griffin said. “It’s unfortunate and it 
doesn’t seem to have changed much and 
that’s really kind of sad for the town, for 
the county and politics in general, but I’m 
glad to be leaving it.”

When reflecting on why Ball, who was 

always a firestorm for controversy, set his 
sights on Patterson, Griffin suspects his 
association with former state senator and 
Patterson resident Vincent Leibell had 
something to do with it. Ball and Leibell, 
who spent some time in federal jail on 
corruption charges, were fierce rivals. 

“I was very good friends with Vinnie 
Leibell and would like to think that I still 
am,” Griffin said. “I know (Ball) went 
after Vinnie with hammers and tongs 
and everybody that was associated with 
or affiliated with Vinnie one point or 
another didn’t escape his wrath.” 

Griffin got into politics when former 
and late governor Mario Cuomo decided 
to put toxic landfills, including two in 
Patterson, around New York State. He 
also noted the county wanted to put a 
landfill in the middle of the town. Seeing 
this, Griffin knew someone needed to step 
up and fight it. With his two kids on his 
mind, he couldn’t sit back and do nothing.

Griffin said being on the job could leave 
a local official out at night almost half the 
month. When an issue came up, Griffin 
was on call 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week. If an alarm would go off at the 
sewer plant at 3 in the morning, Griffin 

was the first person called. 
Griffin’s advice to incoming supervisor 

Rich Williams is to “take it slow” and use 
the great staff at town hall and utilize 
what Griffin said is the best town board 
of his time. 

With costs rising in a 2-percent tax 
cap world, Griffin knows Williams will 
have to face challenges head-on. Finding 
different sources of revenue in a county 
that doesn’t share sales tax, gives the town 
headaches every budget season, Griffin 
stressed. The state also has to address 
issues like unfunded mandates.

“Somebody’s asleep at the switch 

and they’re not fixing the real difficult 
problems and that’s what makes this job 
even more frustrating now than 22 years 
ago,” Griffin said. 

Monday morning was the first time in 
more than two decades Griffin didn’t have 
to wake up and drive to town hall. He 
said he’ll look back at getting a recreation 
center, town hall and courthouse all open, 
among other accomplishments. Still, he’ll 
enjoy alleviating some of the stress elected 
officials face.

“To not be responsible for that and 
every aspect and detail of it,” Griffin said. 
“Yeah, it’s going to be a relief.”

After 22 Years, Griffin Retires from Patterson Supervisor Position 

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Former Patterson supervisor Michael Griffin stepped aside last week after 22 years in office. 

FILE PHOTO
Griffin, alongside current Councilman Charles Cook and former councilwoman and current Legislator 
Ginny Nacerino, has worked with many town boards.

‘Things changed 
dramatically when it 
became blood sport 

and things like families 
and personal stuff and 

personal attacks became 
the order of the day. 

It’s unfortunate and it 
doesn’t seem to have 

changed much and that’s 
really kind of sad for the 
town, for the county and 

politics in general, but 
I’m glad to be leaving 
it.’ - former supervisor 

Michael Griffin
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organizations over the years. Smith called 
Tendy someone who has “outstanding 
qualities, values, skills and leadership that 
will make him a great district attorney.”

“We are good friends and we will work 
together very well,” Smith said. “There will 
be great communication, coordination, 
cooperation, and mutual respect between 
our two offices.”

Smith supported Tendy in this past 
election. Smith and Levy had a strained 
relationship and are even suing each other 
for $5 million.

Smith went on to state, “Make no 
mistake. District Attorney Robert Tendy, 
his allegiance is not to me, it’s not to 
any governmental leader, it’s not to any 
political leader…his allegiance is to 
the law and ensuring truth and justice 
prevail.”

Once Tendy finished his oath of office, 
he got a rousing standing ovation. 

“I’m just so very honored, humbled and 
proud to be here,” Tendy said, thanking 
friends and family, as well as voters that 
helped him seal the victory over Levy. 

Scuccimarra, who was sworn in by her 
husband, Judge Thomas Scuccimarra, 
expressed gratitude toward her group of 
supporters that helped her get re-elected 
to another term. She thanked Philipstown 
and Putnam Valley voters for choosing 
her over Democratic opponent Lithgow 
Osborne. 

“My goal will be to close the divide 
between east and west,” Scuccimarra said. 
“We have to continue to build on the 
opportunities to partner with our local 
elected leaders. By working together, we 
can achieve more for our residents.”

Nacerino was sworn into office by 
Patterson Town Justice Anthony Mole. 
Nacerino was in an uncontested election. 
She thanked her family and the voters 
of Patterson, calling it a “great honor” to 
serve the residents in her district. 

She noted during her first term, many 
changes have occurred and she is proud 
of being part of that effort. Capital 
projects, an improved transportation 
system, and other quality of life issues, 
Nacerino said, have been balanced with 
fiscal responsibility. 

“As an elected official, my philosophy 
has always been to do the right thing, for 
the right reason,” Nacerino said. “I pledge 
to you that I will work to the best of my 
ability to do good things for Patterson and 
the people of Putnam County.”

Castellano was sworn in by Justice James 
Reitz. Even though this is his second term 
serving, Castellano noted it was his first 
oath of office ceremony because he was 
with his wife three years ago at Putnam 
Hospital Center as she was about to go 
into surgery. Although she told him to go 
to the ceremony, Castellano - delivering 
the punch line of the night - said “I’ve 
been married now 20 years, I know a trap 
when I see one.”

Castellano, who beat out Democrat 
John Riley, also thanked the voters, as 
well as supporters that encouraged him 
to run the first time, like county clerk 
Michael Bartolotti and former Republican 
chairman Jim DiBella. Castellano also 
expressed gratitude to his family for their 
unwavering support. 

“I love what I do and I’m thankful for 
being here,” he said. 

County Executive MaryEllen Odell, in 
her opening remarks, welcomed Tendy 
to the county team, citing him as a family 
man and public servant. She expressed 
her excitement to continue her work with 

the three returning lawmakers.
Odell also took time to comment on 

outgoing district attorney Levy, who 
spent eight years in office.

Odell said Levy’s innovative approach 
and expertise led to new technology being 
implemented in the office. His work gave 
“opportunities this county have never 
seen before” like videoconferencing, 
enhancement of drug treatment court, 
and asset forfeiture. 

“I’d like, on behalf of the people of 
Putnam County, to thank Adam and his 
family for his service and certainly wish 
him the very best in a bright future,” Odell 
said.

Tendy Sworn in as New DA; Legislators Take Oaths of Office

Legislator Barbara Scuccimarra was sworn in by her husband, Thomas Scuccimarra and had family, 
including her youngest supporter, with her.

County Executive MaryEllen Odell gave opening 
remarks during the hour-long ceremony.

With his wife and daughter by his side, Legislator 
Joe Castellano is sworn in for a second term.

Legislator Ginny Nacerino is sworn in for her second term.
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By Rick Pezzullo
The heroin epidemic has been 

spreading throughout the region in 
recent years, devastating the lives of 
adults, teenagers and their families.

Yorktown Against Heroin was created 
by Councilman Tom Diana, a retired 
police officer, and others to bring 
attention to the problem and try to find 
solutions to combatting it.

Two weeks ago, the task force invited 
Putnam County Justice James Reitz to 
Yorktown Town Court to discuss the 
success of the Putnam County Judicial 
Diversion/Treatment Court that he has 
overseen for the last nine years as an 
alternative to prison for non-violent drug 
and alcohol offenders.

“It’s an alternative to living or dying,” 
Reitz remarked to about 30 people in 
attendance, including all five members 

of the Yorktown Town Board, Yorktown 
town justices Sal Lagonia and Gary 
Raniolo and Police Chief Daniel 
McMahon.

“We believe for a lot of people it’s life-
changing,” Reitz said. “We give everybody 
a fighting chance. Nothing will work 
unless you’re willing to change yourself.”

Reitz said his two-year program has 
grown from 12 participants when it 
first launched to 98 today, with another 
20 to 30 people on a waiting list. He 
emphasized a very small percentage of 
people who successfully complete the 
program relapse.

“It’s not easy. We hold people 
accountable,” Reitz explained. “Courts, 
attorneys, judges, elected officials have 
the power to hold people accountable 
like no one else in society. Parents don’t 
come close. Peers don’t come close. 

Anybody can take the easy way out and 
put someone in jail. How about you 
treat a human being and hold them 
accountable? This is a daily grind that 
takes work.”

Reitz estimated about 100 people in 
Putnam would be dead or in prison 
without the treatment court. He noted the 
cost of one person being jailed in Putnam 
for one year costs society $22,000.

“I will never say no because they need 
help,” Reitz said. “It’s not for everybody. 
It doesn’t always work. It’s a team 
collaborative approach.”

Reitz said most people on his staff are 
volunteers and the cost for Yorktown 
to start a similar program would be 
minimal.

“There isn’t one of life’s problems 
you can’t solve with kindness, decency, 
respect and understanding,” he said.

By Arthur Cusano
After just starting a new job in 

Westchester County a month ago, 
Mahopac man Zachary Zappala died last 
week in a motorcycle accident. 

The Pleasantville Village Board opened 
its final meeting of 2015 with tragic news 
last week, when Mayor Peter Scherer 
announcing new department of public 
works garage mechanic Zappala had died 

Christmas Day in an automotive accident.
“It’s obviously tragic news, not only 

for the entire Zappala family but for the 
village of Pleasantville and all of Zach’s 
workmates down at the garage, where in 
a short period of time he had proven to 
be not only a seasoned professional but 
also a great contributor to the workplace,” 
Scherer said.

Members of the Carmel Police 

Department and Mahopac Falls 
Volunteer Fire Department responded to 
the accident on Baldwin Place Road near 
the entrance of Grand Meadow Drive at 
around 11 p.m. Zappala was found in 
the road with his Yamaha motorcycle 
suffering from serious injuries after a 
head-on collision with a BMW sedan 
being driven by a 24 year old area resident.

Zappala was taken to Westchester 
Medical Center, where he was later 
pronounced dead.  No charges have 
been filed against the other driver. An 
investigation by the New York State Police 
accident reconstruction team is ongoing.     

A 26-year old resident of Mahopac, 
Zappala was a 2007 graduate of Mahopac 
High School and 2009 graduate of SUNY 
Cobleskill, where he earned an Associates 
Degree in Diesel Technology. Zappala 
had just begun his job in Pleasantville 
in November, replacing longtime lead 
mechanic Andy Foca following Foca’s 
retirement.

Zappala had previously worked at East 
Road Motors in Carmel and the New 
York State Department of Transportation, 
according to his obituary. 

A wake at Joseph J. Smith Funeral 

Home in Mahopac was attended by many 
of his Pleasantville coworkers, said village 
administrator Dwyer said. A funeral mass 
was held at St. John the Evangelist Church 
in Mahopac on Dec. 31. Dwyer said 
Zappala was the first resident that had 
died while working for the village in her 
career, and hopefully the last.

“He was a very capable young man,” 
Dwyer said. “We really valued his time 
here”   

Putnam Judge Discusses Treatment Court Success in Yorktown

Mahopac Man, Mechanic Killed in Christmas Accident
Putnam County Justice James Reitz

PROVIDED PHOTO
The late Zachary Zappala
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Humane Society 

She is a sweet girl  
looking for a family  

this New Year!  
Meet Her At:  

We Make Warm Friends

WINTER SALE
Generators, complete high-efficiency heating 
and cooling systems now on our Winter Sale 

Licensed, insured and bonded!
Quality guaranteed!

845 628-1330
sclafanienergy.com
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A one sided news story doesn’t paint the whole picture-
The members of the Town of Carmel PBA have sat back for some time now and allowed the
Carmel Town Board to paint them as greedy and unwilling to help with a so called financial
hardship. What has been left unsaid is how the members of the Town Board have been unwilling
to negotiate a fair contract from square one and have failed to disclose contract offers made by the
PBA which included medical contributions and nominal pay raises.

PBA submitted a ratified and signed agreement to the Town Board which consisted of 2%
raises, medical contributions and numerous other concessions. The town board failed to
publicly address or vote on this offer. As a result, a PERB approved arbitrator rendered a
decision that was less beneficial to the Town of Carmel than if they had accepted the PBA’s
agreement.
The Carmel Police Dept has continued to provide around the clock, professional police
services despite the loss of six positions since 2012 and threats of layoffs. The Town’s
refusal to address this manpower shortfall has resulted in the elimination of our narcotics
unit, traffic safety unit, marine and bicycle patrols. The Police Dept has been reduced to
basic patrol and Detective functions.
At the behest of the Carmel Town Board, the Putnam County Sheriff's Dept will begin
patrolling one third of the town on a monthly, rotating basis beginning January 1, 2016.
They will patrol the Hamlet of Carmel in January, April, July and October; Mahopac in
February, May, August and November; and Mahopac Falls in March, June, September and
December.
It appears that the Town Board is willing to dwindle down the Police Dept’s manpower to
the point where the department will not be able to function without the assistance of an
outside agency.
The Sheriff’s Dept has always provided the Carmel PD with numerous support services at
the patrol and investigative levels. The question remains, how will the Sheriff’s Dept
balance the needs of the Town of Carmel residents versus the needs of Putnam County
residents as a whole?

The Town of Carmel PBA would like to ensure all residents that the Carmel Police Department
will still be functioning on a 24 hour a day/7 days a week basis and as always can be reached at
845-628-1300 or by coming to the Police Department and speaking with an officer personally.
Of course, if you ever have an emergency, dial 911 and Officers from the Carmel Police
Department will be responding to assist you regardless of where you live in town or what
month of the year it is.

Sincerely,
 
The Town of Carmel Police Benevolent Association
 
Please feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns at the following:
carmelpdny@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Carmel-PBA-613925482018415/
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Carolyn A. Fitzgerald
Carolyn A. Fitzgerald, 78, of Mahopac, 

died on December 28, at her beloved 
and beautiful Mahopac Hills home, in 
the company of family. Born and raised 
in the Delaware-Water-Gap area amid 
the southeastern hills of Pennsylvania’s 
Pocono Mountains, Carolyn moved 
to Mahopac with her former husband 
Raymond in 1965. There she raised two 
children, Patty and Eric, and welcomed 
another “daughter,” Maryanne, to her 
heart. She is survived by them, as well 
as two beloved grandchildren, Eric 
Carl and Katie, and daughter-in-law 
Teri.  Carolyn Ann Burnley was the 
middle child of seven born to Ralph G. 
Burnley and Lillian Ashworth Burnley. 
She is preceded in death by her parents 
and two siblings, Ralph Burnley Jr., 
and Patricia Gnatt. She is survived and 
mourned by her elder sister Nancy 
Lindberg of Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., and 
youngest brother George Burnley of 
Brodheadsville, Pa., their spouses, 
children and grandchildren, as well as 
two other siblings, Nina Radi and Noel 
Burnley.  While raising her young family, 
Carolyn made time to pursue a lifelong 
interest in learning, taking college 
courses in a wide variety of disciplines 
from history to literature to geology. A 
love of words and a talent for writing led 
her to work for several years as a reporter 
for different Putnam/Westchester 
newspapers, covering local town and 
school news, as well as publishing a 
number of feature articles. After her 
children had grown, Carolyn decided to 
complete a degree program in education 

from Mercy College. She worked as a 
special education teacher, concentrating 
on helping students with learning 
disabilities at Buchanan Verplanck 
Elementary School in the Hendrick 
Hudson School District in Westchester 
until she retired in 1997. Retirement 
allowed Carolyn to dedicate more time 
to several personal passions. Few things 
made her happier than to be outdoors, 
personally managing the landscaping of 
her property, raising tomatoes and other 
crops in multiple plots at the Tilly Foster 
Community Garden, and hiking along 
ridges and coasts all across the United 
States and Europe. When she couldn’t 
be outside, Carolyn relished time to 
read, read and read some more, giving 
priority to nonfiction and the daily New 
York Times. She also enjoyed following 
professional baseball, football and 
tennis; archiving Burnley family history; 
building model ships; and planning 
travel itineraries.  More than anything 
else, however, Carolyn devoted the most 
time and attention to her family. Her 
genuine interest and an unquenchable 
curiosity made her a valuable confidante 
and a patient listener, actively engaged 
in all the pursuits and pastimes of 
every family member and friend, 
becoming conversant in everything 
from pharmaceutical development, 
magazine publishing and insurance law 
to boating, horticulture, motorcycles 
and music. She spent countless hours 
researching the most unique and 
meaningful activities and presents for 
those she loved. Nonny cleared her 
calendar for any opportunity to visit 

with her grandchildren. Mom eagerly 
looked forward to regular “windshield 
time” calls with her children. Carol was 
always available to offer counsel and 
support to her siblings. Aunt Carol was 
a reliable and thoughtful cheerleader. 
Carolyn was the ideal companion to 
share a life with.  Although she had 
struggled with chronic illness for many 
years, Carolyn’s rapid decline in the last 
four weeks caught her loved ones by 
surprise and left them heartbroken. Her 
children and grandchildren, living in 
Washington, D.C., Mountain Top, Pa., 
and Mahopac, were grateful to be with 
her during Christmas.

Lorraine Ciaiola
Lorraine died Dec. 29. She was born 

on October 3, 1948 to Paul and Dorothy 
Caggiano. She grew up in the Bronx 
and attended school there. After High 
School graduation she attended college 
and attained a Master’s Degree from 
Mary Mount. Lorraine worked for the 
Putnam County Health Department as 
a Registered Dietician, and later became 
the Director of the WIC Program. On 
June 20, 1970, Lorraine married Michael 
Ciaiola, in the Bronx. They eventually 
setlled in the Brewster area, where they 
raised their daughter Heather. Michael 
Ciaiola was a well-known environmental 
activist who predeceased her in 1999. 

She is survived by her daughter Heather 
and son-in-law Seth Murphy, as well as 
two grandchildren Jacob and Katelyn. 
There is no visitation. A mass of 
Christian Burial was held on January 2, 
at St. Lawrence O’Toole RC Church in 
Brewster, with burial to follow at Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery in Hawthorne.

Zachary M. Zappala
Zachary M. Zappala of Mahopac, died 

on December 27, at the age of 26. He 
was born in White Plains, NY, the son of 
Michael and Maria(Spinello) Zappala. 
He graduated from Mahopac High 
School in 2007 and SUNY Cobleskill in 
2009 with an Associate’s Degree in Diesel 
Technology. Zack loved motorsports and 
his passion was mechanics. He worked 
for East Road Motors, NYS Dept. of 
Transportation, and most recently with 
the Village of Pleasantville. When he 
wasn’t working at his job, he was always 
working in his garage. If it had an engine 
and wheels, Zack could fix it….jet skis 
to snow blowers, small and big engines. 
He also enjoyed hunting, riding jet skis 
and ATV’s. He will be missed by all who 
knew him. In addition to his parents, 
Zack is survived by his sister Jessica, his 
paternal grandmother Frances Zappala, 
his maternal grandparents Joseph & 
Petrina Spinello, aunts, uncles, cousins, 
neighbors and friends.

Obituaries
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By Neal Rentz
Due to career advancement, Michael 

Bucci is leaving his position as the 
CEO and executive director of the 
Greater Mahopac-Carmel Chamber of 
Commerce.

Bucci, a Mahopac resident, has led the 
Chamber for the past two-and-a-half 
years. 

“While we will miss him in his current 
capacity, we are happy for him and know 
that he will remain active in the Chamber 
in other roles,” Chamber Chairman 
Vincent D’Ambroso said recently. 
“Michael will be helping us transition to 
a newly hired CEO as early as January to 

ensure that the Chamber’s operations are 
continued as best as possible.”

“We must also report that the office 
administrative assistant, Lea Bishop, has 
for personal reasons decided to resign. 
Her last day will be Jan. 7,” D’Ambroso 
added.

“The Greater Mahopac-Carmel 
Chamber of Commerce is primarily a 
volunteer-run organization and I know, 
that during this state of transition, 
we will continue to serve the needs 
of our members and the community,” 
D’Ambroso said. 

“I was offered an opportunity to serve in 
a leadership role at my current employer 
Barnum Financial Group in Elmsford,” 
Bucci explained last week. “It’s an 
incredible opportunity that we all feel will 
take full advantage of my natural abilities 
for the benefit of our team, our clients, 
and our firm. Up until now, I’ve been 
afforded essentially unlimited freedom 
with my schedule, which has allowed 
me to help the community, through the 
Chamber of Commerce, for much of my 
time during the week. The new role will be 
fun, exciting and demanding one that will 
require an absolute full time commitment 
beginning January 11th; to that end I’ve 
advised the board of directors to start 
interviewing someone as to not lose 
momentum.”

Bucci said he was proud of several 
programs during his tenure as head of the 
Chamber. “Some of the most rewarding 

contributions I’ve made or been a part 
of are helping to get Chamber University 
up and running; building the Chamber a 
brand new Web site; establishing a New 
Member Meet and Greet so new members 
felt like they belonged right away; 
cleaning up our Community Center and 
also working with many of the volunteers 
with community events like the Street 
Fair, Holiday in the Park, A Night at the 
Races and more.”

Bucci said he has been a Chamber 
member since 2007 when he and his 
brother opened Bucci Brothers Deli 
with their father. “We wanted an edge, to 
network and meet people, get involved 
in the community, make connections 
and showcase our brand. We joined, and 
never looked back,” Bucci said. “I’ll never 
forget when Rich D’Andrea of Park Ford 
Mahopac put his hand on my shoulder 
at a meeting and said, ‘Hey Michael, a 
couple of board members think it would 
be a good idea for you to run for the 
board.’ I was honored, I ran, was elected, 
and have been in a leadership with the 
Chamber since 2009.”  

The Chamber’s board of directors is 
looking for candidates for both positions, 
including posting the positions to various 
job sites, D’Ambroso said. Those interested 
in applying for either position, are being 
asked to send a cover letter and resume to 
faithannbutcher@gmail.com.

Mahopac-Carmel Chamber Head Stepping Down

COURTESY OF GREATER MAHOPAC-CARMEL CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE

Michael Bucci is leaving his position as CEO and 
executive director of  the Greater Mahopac-Carmel 
Chamber of  Commerce. 

Once known for being one of  the nation’s largest and most profitable coal producers, 
Muhlenberg County in western Kentucky has found itself  on an economic decline.  Through 
portraiture, landscapes, and interiors, Michael Young has produced a photographic essay 
documenting the remains of  a past, as well as the contrasts and conflicts that currently 
exist within the county.  Young’s work will be on view in the Third Floor Gallery from January 
2-30, 2016.  A public reception for the artist will be held on Sunday, January 10, from 2-4 
pm: all are welcome. 
As greener forms of  energy replaced coal, and big box stores forced the closure of  family-
run businesses, Muhlenberg County found itself  trapped between a lucrative past and an 
uncertain future. Working to preserve its heritage and hold onto its conservative Baptist 
roots, the county is also combating rampant meth and prescription drug abuse that has 
become all too common among families in the region. 
Young’s photographs depict the decay, neglect, and remnants of  abandoned properties.  
They also portray the timeless patriotism, pride and determination of  the area residents. 
Michael Young received his Bachelor of  Arts degree from Yale University, and a Masters’ 
degree from New York University.  His work has been exhibited at galleries in New York, 
Westchester County, and in Paducah, Kentucky.
For more information about his photographs, visit www.michaelyoung-photo.com.
The Third Floor Gallery can be visited during regular Library hours.  For further information 
about the gallery, please call 845-628-2009, ext 108.

Photographic Essay on Display at Mahopac Library

PROVIDED PHOTO
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Carmel Officials Take Oaths of Office for 2016

Supervisor Ken Schmitt begins another term in office.

Councilman Frank Lombardi is sworn in as deputy supervisor. 

Carmel Town Justice Thomas Jacobellis and his children.

Highway Superintendent Michael Simone is sworn into office.  

Town officials take a group shot to celebrate the start of  a new year in Carmel.

Councilman John Lupinacci is sworn in for another term.

Carmel Town Justice Thomas Jacobellis takes his oath of  office. 

Councilman Jonathan Schneider begins another term in office.
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Across
1 Soap-airing TV station
4 Erie Canal mule
7 “Me time” resort
10 Sombrero
11 Ryan’s “Love Story” costar
12 Conger is one
13 Pique
14 Racket
15 Doze
16 Compass point or Yorktown 
destination for a great smile, _____
Dental
19 Proclaim
20 Gab
21 Country club hire
24 Former location of Finnegans, 
this is the town’s latest hot spot, ____ 
Grille
29 So-so
30 Crowd disapproval
32 U.N. arm
33 Started a blaze
34 Ground furrow
35 It often has sliding doors
36 NYC time
37 Put away
38 Goggle
39 Reserved

Down
1 Wedgewood
2 Domain of the lowest noble rank
3 Skeleton parts
4 A monk
5 Not native
6 Accelerator (physics term)

7 Transmitted
8 Stew vegetable
9 European peak
17 Japanese city
18 Nasal walls
22 California Oaks
23 Wise
25 They are black or green
26 Pass on
27 Coin of Denmark
28 Meshlike
29 Shoulder bag, e.g.
30 Bikini part
31 Escape clause
37. Driller’s quest, often
38. Flap
39. Itty-bitty meas.

Crossword Puzzle
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The Eagle Scout rank was presented to 
scouts Robert Bensburg, Matthew Filardi, 
Nicholas Granata and Michael Lavin of 
Troop 371 at a Court of Honor on July 31, 
2015 at the Mahopac Firehouse.  

These scouts began their journey 
through the scouting program as cub 
scouts.  During their years in the program 
they learned many important life skills.  
Citizenship, American flag etiquette 
camping, cooking and food safety, first 
aid, land navigation, knot tying, personal 
fitness, self reliance, and swimming are 
some of these skills.  As they advanced 
through the ranks they were required to 
demonstrate these skills at weekly troop 
meetings and monthly campouts.  Before 
they could complete the Eagle Scout rank 
requirements they had to demonstrate 
leadership in an assigned troop position 
and plan, develop and give leadership to a 
community service project.  They also had 
to earn at least 21 merit badges including 
13 from the required list and demonstrate 
that they live by the principles of the Scout 
Oath and Law in their daily lives.

Eagle Scout Michael Lavin earned 35 
merit badges, the BSA 100th Anniversary 
award in 2010, the Ad Altare Dei award, 
had near perfect attendance for 5 years, 
was the Scout of the Year in 2009, took 
National Youth Leader Training, hiked 
the Boston, Annapolis, Philadelphia, 
Lexington and Valley Forge historical 
trails, was inducted into the Order of 
the Arrow, and held the leadership 
positions of Patrol Leader, Senior Patrol 
Leader and Junior Assistant Scoutmaster.  
He also attended the 2010 and 2013 
National Scout Jamborees went to scout 
camp at Curtis Read Scout Reservation 
for many summers .  His Eagle Scout 
community service was the rehabilitation 
of the Veterans Memorial on East 

Lake Boulevard.  The project consisted 
of replacing of the old ground cover, 
installation of permanent benches for 
older veterans during veterans holiday 
ceremonies, installation of a permanent 
podium and cleaning up the shrubbery.

Eagle Scout Nicholas Granata 
earned 35 merit badges, the BSA 100th 
Anniversary award in 2010, the Ad Altare 
Dei award, the 50 miler award, the World 
Conservation award, had near perfect 
attendance for 3 years, hiked the Boston, 
Gettysburg, Philadelphia, and Valley 
Forge historical trails, was inducted into 
the Order of the Arrow and held leadership 
positions of Scribe, Instructor and Junior 
Assistant Scoutmaster.  He attended 
the 2013 National Scout Jamboree and 
attended scout summer camp as a camper 
and staff member at Curtis Read Scout 
Reservation for many summers.   His 
Eagle Scout community service was the 

establishment of a sitting and mediation 
area across from the 9-11 memorial and 
next to the Vietnam Veterans memorial 
plaque in front of Town Hall..  The 
Eagle Scout community service project 
involved clearing the ground cover next 
to the plaque, replacing it with gravel, 
installing two permanent stone benches 
and landscaping the area.

Eagle Scout Matthew Filardi earned 26 
merit badges, the World Conservation 
award, hiked the Gettysburg historical 
trail. He participated in the Introduction 
to Leadership Skills and held leadership 
positions of Assistant Patrol Leader, 

Patrol Leader and Instructor.  He also 
attended scout camp at Curtis Read Scout 
Reservation during the summer.  His 
Eagle Scout community service project 
was the repair of the storage and utility 
building next to Michael Geary Memorial 
Rink on Route 6.  The repair included 
the replacement of the roofing, removal 
and replacement of some of the siding 
and trim, cleaning the hardware, and 
refurbishing of the front sign and staining 
the entire exterior.

Eagle Scout Robert Bensburg earned 
51 merit badge, did the mile swim and 
was inducted into the Order of the 
Arrow and held leadership positions 
of Junior Assistant Scoutmaster, Senior 
Patrol Leader, Crew Chief, Patrol Leader, 
Den Chief and Order of the Arrow 
Representative.  He spent many summers 
at scout summer camp and attended the 
2010 National Scout Jamboree.  His Eagle 
Scout community service project was the 
enhancement and repair of the Military 
Memorial Area located adjacent to 
Mahopac American Legion Post 1080 hall.  
The project entailed power-washing the 
retaining walls, replacing rotted railroad 
ties, removing the cement platform(over 
15 tons of cement) putting down a layer 
of sand dust, and installing brick pavers. 
Some pavers are engraved in memory 
of military service members. A custom 
memorial stone was also purchased with 
a bronze plaque installed to honor the 
founders of American Legion Post 1080 
and veterans of WWI.

Four Teenagers Earn Eagle Scout Rank in 2015

PROVIDED PHOTO
From left to right:  Matthew Filardi, Nicholas Granata, Scoutmaster Dave Ames, Robert Bensburg, 
Michael Lavin.
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Epic Dance Center (926 Route 6, Mahopac, located in the former Jumpin' Jeepers location) has been entertaining holiday shoppers and local residents the past few 
weekends. The EDC Dance Company and Competitive Hip Hop Teams danced at The Westchester Mall and the JV Mall, entertaining the crowds with a mix of Nutcracker 
ballet pieces, fierce Hip Hop routines and even a show-stopping Rockettes kick line. Madison Battinelli wowed the crowd with her beautiful voice as she sang "I Wanna Be 
A Rockette". EDC also traveled to Somers Manor Nursing Home where the residents joined in singing Christmas Carols. The residents clapped along to the dances and had 
a wonderful day. The teams loved seeing the smiles in the crowd. One resident was brought to tears, the Rockettes number brought 
back fond memories for her. Epic Dance Center offers classes in all styles of dance as well as Adult and multiple fitness classes. 
Classes start at age 3 years thru teens. There are Adult Hip Hop classes too! EDC owner, Sue Solazzo, is proud to be accepted to the 
prestigious "More Than Just Great Dancing" studio affiliation program. The approach of this specially selected group of dance studios 
places the customer at the center of all we do and equips licensed studios to transform staff and leadership skills, provide quality 
programs and curricula, portray the best management practices and have a positive impact on their communities. Epic Dance 
Center is proud to be a part of the MTJGD family! It's not to late to join in the fun! 

Registration for Epic's Spring Classes are underway!
Call or email to get more information 845-628-5678, dance@epicdanceny.com

What are you 
drinking these 
days?

I’ve written about 
numerous wines, 
from innumerable 
regions, crafted 
from multitudinous 
grape varieties. I’ve 
focused on tried-
and-true wines, 

and fringe wines hoping to attain a 
mainstream recognition. 

My mantra has always been to 
experiment. A regular practice of 
sampling new wines will invariably lead 
to consumers finding their “new favorite 
wine,” a phrase I frequently employ.

Of course, most of us have our go-to 
wines, the ones we consider our comfort 
wines, those wines that are consistently 
reliable palate-pleasers. But there are so 
many wines in the marketplace today 
that have the potential of replacing, 
or at least supplementing, your core 
cache of favorite wines. For many of us, 
finding our current favorite wines was 
accidental, a result of experimenting with 
a wine recommended by our local wine 
merchant, or a sommelier at a forward-
thinking restaurant. Many of our current 
favorites replaced long-standing previous 
favorites.

I am intrigued by the divergent 

demographics of today’s 
wine consumer. In my 
travels, I’ve classified them 
into three very broad 
categories. With due credit 
to (two-time) former 
Secretary of Defense 
Donald Rumsfeld, they 
are: 

“I know what I know” consumers, with 
blinders full-on, who have been drinking 
the same wines since their first adult sip. 

“I know what I don’t know” tipplers, 
who are aware of the vast choices 
currently in the marketplace, but feel no 
compulsion to venture outside their self-
created boundaries. 

And my favorite: the “I don’t know 
what I don’t know” adventurers. Rather 
than intentionally shunning the vast, 
unknown universe of wine choices, they 
approach each purchase decision-point 
with a clean slate (and clean palate). 

Into which category do you fall?
The reality of the wine consumption 

landscape in the United States in 2016 is 
fairly clear. There is a wide swath of the 
wine consuming public that views wine 
as a pleasurable companion to a meal, 
but not necessarily a vital component of 
it. A significant percentage of consumers 
purchase Pinot Grigio without giving a 
second thought to the endless alternatives 
of light, aromatic and structured white 

wines. Merlot commands 
a substantial market share 
as a middle-of-the-road, 
middle-of-the-palate wine 
of choice.

Two recent surveys shed 
further, statistical, light 
on the drinking habits of 

American wine consumers. 
The 2015 American Wine Consumer 

Preference Survey, published by Sonoma 
State University and the Wine Business 
Institute, polled 1,072 demographically 
diverse consumers. The survey 
participants received a list of grapes and 
were asked to pick all of their favorites. 
The top choice? Chardonnay. Rounding 
out the top five (in order of preference): 
Merlot, White Zinfandel, Pinot Grigio 
and Cabernet Sauvignon/Pinot Noir (tied 
for fifth). Their favorite style?  Over 50% 
preferred fruity, semi-sweet and smooth. 
Contrary to popular belief, only 26% 
preferred dry wines. 

When I reviewed the report, I must 
say I was a bit surprised at the results. It 
seems the “I know what I know” group 
dominates the wine market. Each of the 
top five wines has been a best seller for 
years. However, I assumed that more wine 
consumers were experimenting with, or 
at least expanding, their choices over the 
last decade. 

About to consider my mantra to 

experiment with new wines a failure, 
I came across another survey (keep 
searching until you find statistics that 
comport to your viewpoint?).

This survey, a tabulation of inquiries 
on the wine website Wine-searcher.
com, reaches a different conclusion than 
the 2015 American Wine Consumer 
Preference Survey. 

Wine-searcher has compiled a list of 
nearly eight million wines, as submitted 
by over 50,000 merchants. Tens of millions 
of consumers submit inquiries in search 
of wines. Over the past year, the top grape 
searches were for Pinot Noir, followed 
by Cabernet Sauvignon. Chardonnay, 
followed by Sauvignon Blanc, was the top 
white wine search. 

Which survey reflects your preferences?
Whether the subject is wine 

preferences, or more esoteric topics such 
as your favorite ice cream, political party 
or world leader, we can all find surveys 
that support our preferences. I know that 
I know that. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine

Your Wine Preferences: Do You Know What You Know?

Epic Dance Center Grooves All Holiday Season

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
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The National Association of 
Realtors has an advisory service 
called House Logic which 
dispenses all kinds of useful 
information. Very cleverly, it 
kicked off 2016 by issuing the 
top New Year’s resolutions for 
the home that normally would 
be associated with personal 
resolve.  Paraphrased, I share 
them here.
1. Lose weight (cut energy 
use)

Surveys show that more 
than any other New Year’s 
resolution, people want to lose 
weight. In terms of our homes, 
the advice given here is to 
check your HVAC ductwork 
which can be a tremendous energy waster, 
leaking heating and cooling air through 
holes and loose connections.

According to Energy Start, sealing 
and insulating a home’s ductwork can 
improve the efficiency of a heating and 
cooling system by as much as 20%.  While 
making your home more comfortable, 
added benefits of a more efficient system 
includes an extended lifespan for your 
furnace, air conditioner, or heat pump.

Be sure to use duct sealant, called 
mastic, to seal the seams, holes and 
connections.    Sometimes the confusingly 
named “duct tape” is used, which doesn’t 
provide a permanent solution.  
2. Quit Smoking (purify indoor air)

The Environmental Protection Agency 

identifies indoor air quality as 
one of the top environmental 
health hazards, and it’s the one 
that we tend to think the least 
about. Yet, indoor air is full of 
potential contaminants, such 
as dust, mold spores, pollen, 
and viruses.

The problem is at its worst 
during winter, when windows 
and doors are shut tight.  The 
best way to deal with this is to 
change furnace filters regularly.  

Interestingly, last year 
I bought a top of the line 
Dimplex electric insert 
fireplace that makes a flame 
that looks like the genuine 
item. When I was told it came 

with an air purification system, it really 
didn’t influence my decision one way or 
the other, but reminded of the hazards of 
indoor air quality, I plan to make use of it 
regularly this season.
3. Get out of debt (budget for 
improvements) 

Here’s an interesting statistic that this 
advisory produced: LendingTree.com 
places average costs of yearly maintenance 
and upkeep at 1% to 3% of your home’s 
initial price.  That means that the owner of 
a $500,000 home should budget between 
$5,000 and $15,000 each year for upkeep 
and replacements.
4. Learn something new (educate 
yourself on home finances) 

A tip given here is to learn how to 

improve your insurance score. Letting 
credit card debt build up is a black mark 
on credit history and an indicator that 
an insurance claim is more likely to be 
filed. The more claims, the higher risk a 
person is to insurance agencies, lowering 
insurance scores and raising rates. It’s also 
important to keep payments on loans 
current. Delinquent payments also result 
in a lower insurance score.
5.  Get Organized (de-clutter)

De-clutter is probably the word most 
frequently used in real estate, certainly 
when it’s time to sell. It’s also not such a 
bad idea for those of us who are planning 
to stay put, but just want to live a more 
organized life.  
6. Drink less (curb home water use)

Making a few simple changes can save 
you hundreds of dollars from your annual 
water bill. These include installing low-
flow showerheads and high-efficiency 
toilets which use compressed air and 
electric water pumps to flush with less 
than 1 gallon of water, while older models 
required up to eight gallons.
7. Volunteer (support your community)

My favorite aspect of community life 
is pitching in around the neighborhood 
while benefitting the value of my own 
property at the same time. My pet project 
is the battle against litter. For some years, 
I’ve put on my bright orange vest on a 
specified spring cleanup day to pick up 
litter. But I don’t limit that chore to that 
one specific day.  Whenever I see litter on 
my street, I pick it up. It gives me great 
satisfaction.  

8. Spend more time with family (share 
home improvement projects)

Spending quality time with your family 
takes quality planning. A really great 
suggestion is to make a home emergency 
preparedness kit. It’s a good, non-scary 
way to teach small children about what to 
do if there’s an emergency.
9. Get fit (exercise your DIY Skills)

Routine home maintenance and repair 
is a double win — you’ll burn calories 
while keeping your house and property 
in tip-top shape. My workout routine 
through the years has been gardening 
which is calculated to burn about 200 
calories per hour.
10. Be less stressed (use maintenance 
free materials)

Recommended here is the installation of 
low-maintenance materials and products 
designed for durability and long, trouble-
free service. And a revelation to me when 
I had recessed lighting installed was to 
choose LED. When I told my electrician 
that it looked like it would be difficult 
for me to get to the bulbs, he told me not 
to worry about it…that the bulbs would 
outlast me by at least 20 years. 

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is: www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com and his blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru and his team to market your home 
for sale, call 914-522-2076.

The Top 10 List of New Year’s Resolutions for Your Home

PROVIDED PHOTO

Teaming with Toys for Tots, the Brewster Bulldogs Hockey team collected 
several large boxes full of  toys for CAP’s Holiday Toys Program. The 
players from left to right are: Austin Lefkowicz from Garden Grove, CA, 
Alex Johnson from Watertown, SD, Chris Wilcox from Hollywood, FL, 
Michael Paquette from Montreal, QC, Easton Olvier from Plano, TX. 
When they delivered the toys on Dec. 17 and stayed for awhile help set 
them up and help get ready for distribution a few days later.

Brewster Bulldogs Help 
Make Holiday Season Bright 

the state’s auditors and is already working 
with Patterson department leadership to 
ensure “proper fiscal oversight is in place 
to avoid a recurrence of the loss of public 
funds.”

“We must continue to be vigilant to 
ensure that public funds are spent on 
providing the services that they are 
allocated for to ensure that our residents 
receive the most value for their hard-
earned tax dollars,” the town board said. 

This isn’t the first volunteer department 
under a close microscope for missing 
funds. The Mahopac Volunteer Fire 
Department has been scrutinized since 
it became public in October that the 
department was missing as much as 
$5.4 million from its coffers. The United 
States Attorney’s Office has now taken 
over the probe, as revealed a few weeks 
ago. 

Since then, the department has faced 
public backlash and even lost 30 percent 
of the funding it requested from the 
Carmel Town Board during budget 
season. 

Patterson town board members 
reminded residents most Patterson fire 
volunteers perform a “selfless service” 
and the board is “deeply saddened” that 
a few individuals would “cast this dark 
cloud” over the department.

“That the actions of a few individuals 
would tarnish this service is reprehensible 
and we condemn the actions of any 
individuals which have hurt the 
reputation of this valued organization,” 
the town board stated. 

Second Putnam Fire Dept. Under 
Investigation for Missing Funds
continued from page 1

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
The Patterson Fire Department is under 
investigation for missing funds.
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Support Groups: 
What can you do when someone close 

to you drinks too much?
You might be surprised at what you can 

learn at an al-anon meeting. For meeting 
information call 914-946-1748 web site 
wwwwestchesterputnamalanon.org

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support 
Group:  Putnam Hospital Center, 
670 Stoneleigh Avenue. Carmel.   3rd 
Thursday of the month & time: 6:30 p.m. 
– 8 p.m. caregiving for a loved one with 
Alzheimer’s disease…you don’t have to go 
it alone. Join us and receive the emotional, 
educational and social support needed 
to successfully care for someone with 
dementia. Free of charge. Registration 
required. For more information and to 
register: Call 800-272-3900 www.alz.org/
hudsonvalley.

Cancer Support Available: 
Support Connection, Inc., a not-

for profit organization that provides 
free, confidential support services for 
people affected by breast and ovarian 
cancer, offers a wide range of free 
support groups women with breast and 
ovarian cancer. Groups focus on topics 
pertaining to living with cancer through 
all stages of diagnosis, treatment and 
post-treatment. They are offered in 
Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess, and 
by toll-free teleconference. For a complete 
calendar of groups at all locations, visit 
www.supportconnection.org. Advance 
registration is required for all groups; call 
914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.

Book Clubs: 
Mahopac Public Library Adult Book 

Groups: Monday Evening Book group: 
Meets the first Monday of each month at 
7:30 p.m. Light Bite Book Group: meets 
on the third Monday or third Wednesday 
of each month at 1 p.m. Flo Brandon Book 
Review Group: meets on the first Friday 
of each month at 11 a.m.   Wednesday 
Evening Crossover Book Group: meets 
on the first Wednesday of each month 
at 6:30 p.m.  Registration is required for 
the young reader book groups.  Register 
online at www.mahopaclibrary.org, or call 
845-628-2009, ext 100

Ongoing 
Tuesday’s 

Art Class – Exploring Composition 
and Color Through Drawing and 
Watercolor Basics at Reed Library, 
Tuesdays January 12 through February 
9, 10 a.m. to noon.  Participants will be 
guided through a five week session of 
basic drawing and watercolor painting 
lessons in which the focus will be on 
composition and color.  Registration is 
required, 845-225-2439

The Great Courses: How to Draw:  
Patterson Library, 1167 Rte. 311 Patterson.  
Tuesdays and Thursdays from January 12 

to February 18 at 1 p.m. Don’t sit home 
this winter! Join us every Tuesday & 
Thursday for 6 weeks starting January 12 
for this wonderful video course presented 
by world-renown professor David Brody. 
You’ll study the core principles of drawing 
including: line, proportion, composition, 
value, light and shadow, texture, color, 
and figure drawing plus so much more. 
Bring your sketch pad & pencils and 
get ready to draw! See our calendar for 
recommended materials. To register or 
for more information, visit us online at 
www.pattersonlibrary.org and click on 
calendar or call 845-878-6121 x10. Free 
program.
Thursday’s 

Art Appreciation Class at Reed 
Library:  10 am to noon, January 7 
through February 11.  Participants will 
examine a selection of works of art and 
will try hands-on drawing exercises that 
demonstration the creation of the artwork 
and the artists’ styles.  The last class will b 
e a guided tour of the Loeb Art Center at 
Vassar College.  Class size is limited and 
registration is required.  Please call the 
library to register, 845-225-2439.
Tuesday, January 5 

Mahopac Central School District 
2016 – 2017. Registration for Incoming 
Kindergarten Students. Must be five 
years old on or before 12/01/2016 (No 
Exceptions) Kindergarten Registration 
for the 2016-17 School Year will be held at 
The Office of Central Registration located 
at The Falls District Office, 100 Myrtle 
Avenue, Mahopac, between the hours 
of 8:15am and 3:00pm on the following 
dates:

Austin Road ES: January 5th & 7th
February 3rd, 5th & 22nd
Fulmar Road ES: January 20th & 22nd
February 16th, 18th & 29th
Lakeview ES: January 11th & 13th
February 9th, 11th & 26th
Registration is by appointment only. 

To schedule an appointment and request 
a registration packet, please contact the 
Office of Central Registration at 845-621-
0656, Ext. 13902.

Registration packets are also 
available on our District website under 
Departments, then Registration. Our web 
address is www.mahopac.k12.ny.us.

The Reads at Reed Book Club:  7 p.m. 
to discuss the book “The Archivist”  by 
Martha Cooley.  The meeting will be held 
at Reed Memorial Library, 1733 Route 6, 
Carmel.  Contact 845-225-2439 with any 
questions.
Wednesday, January 6

Drawing Soft Realism with Graphite 
and Colored Pencils: Learn to create 
rich, vibrant color and value using 
colored pencils. Basic techniques such as 
layering, burnishing, and graphing will 
be covered, Participants will also develop 
and extend their basic drawing skills, such 
as exploring line, shape and value, and 

perspective. They will be encouraged to 
be creative and to have fun either working 
on projects of their own choosing or those 
suggested by the instructor. No previous 
experience is necessary. The class, which 
is intended for adults. 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
and run for 6 Wednesdays.   This class will 
be taught by Mary Schreiber.  Registration 
is required. You may register for the 
program by going to www.kentlibrary.
org or calling the Kent Public Library at 
845-225-8585.  The library is located at 17 
Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes. 
Thursday, January 7 

Art Appreciation Class at Reed 
Library:  10 a.m. to noon, January 7 
through February 11.  Participants will 
examine a selection of works of art and 
will try hands-on drawing exercises that 
demonstration the creation of the artwork 
and the artists’ styles.  The last class will b 
e a guided tour of the Loeb Art Center at 
Vassar College.  Class size is limited and 
registration is required.  Please call the 
library to register, 845-225-2439.

Putnam County Office for Senior 
Resources Computer Learning Center.  
William Koehler Senior Center, 180 
Route 6 in Mahopac and the Putnam 
Valley Senior Center, 117 Town Park 
Lane, Putnam Valley.  Registration hours 
at both sites will be from 9:30 a.m. – 11 
a.m. Anyone 55 or older can register for 
a variety of computer classes from basic 
to advanced, to using an iPad, to Digital 
Photography.  To view the available 
classes visit us at www.putnamrsvp.com/
clc. Register in person or call Judy Kolt at 
(845) 277-5422 or email her at jak4dogs@
verizon.net.
Saturday, January 9 

Local Author, Joe Bagnato book talk 
and signing at Kent Library: 11 a.m.-
1 p.m.  “Family Inspires Great Hope 
Together : - How We Fight”  “A powerful 
and  inspirational story that takes you 
through the eyes of a loving Dad, seeking 
to find any and all answers and strength 
for his wife and daughters. Using his own 
intuition and experience with hardship, 
past and present, to help to get the 
right help, answers, and information on 
Fibrolamellar Hepatocellular Carcinoma, 
a rare form of liver cancer, that his 15 
year old daughter battles. The struggles, 
hardship, love and loss, Joe takes you 
through his life’s journey and their 
family’s journey through cancer in a living 
memory of his daughter Caitlyn, to how 
to help his family to remain strong. As you 
read this book you can only feel in your 
heart and soul the love and dedication of 
this husband, Dad and family to never 
give up.” Registration is required. You may 
register for the program by going to www.
kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent Public 
Library at 845-225-8585.  The library is 
located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes.

Seussical Jr. Auditions at Seven Star 
School of Performing Arts.  Seven Star 

School of Performing Arts is holding 
auditions for their spring musical, 
Seussical Jr., By Appointment Only . 
Auditions are open to kids, ages 5-18. 
Rehearsals will be scheduled on select 
Saturdays and Sundays at 509 Route 312 
in Brewster, NY. Performances are May 
13th and 14th.  While there is no cost to 
audition, if cast, there is a participation 
fee. Visit their website for information 
on what to prepare for the audition. Visit 
www.SevenStarSchool.com, email info@
sevenstarschool.com or call (845) 278-
0728 for more information.

Spiritual Medium: Group Reading 
with Maura:  Patterson Library, 1167 Rte. 
311 Patterson.   “Spiritual Medium: Group 
Reading with Maura” 2 p.m. Join Maura, 
a Spiritual Medium, as she conveys 
messages of comfort and healing from 
loved ones who have passed. Discover 
how those who have gone before still 
reach out to us in our everyday lives. Ages 
18+ only. Registration Required. Walk-ins 
welcome if space allows. To register or for 
more information, visit us online at www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click on calendar 
or call 845-878-6121 x10. Free program.
Sunday, January 10 

Concert Sunday:  3 p.m. at Reed 
Library.  Eliot Rivera and Juan Sanchez 
will perform selections from Latin 
favorites, Frank Sinatra, the Lebron 
Brothers, Doo Wop and much more.  This 
exciting afternoon includes refreshments 
and crafts for children.  Reed Library, 
845-225-2439.
Monday, January 11

Michael Zeilnhofer presents Ceres at 
the Kent Library.  6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. to 
present the dwarf planet Ceres. You may 
wonder what the largest object is in the 
Asteroid Belt. The answer to that question 
is Ceres. Enjoy a presentation which will 
discuss the possible formation of Ceres, its 
atmosphere, surface, orbit, discovery and 
much more! A picture of the surface will 
be shown during this talk. This program 
is for those 10 and up. Registration is 
required. Space is limited.  You may 
register for the program by going to www.
kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent Public 
Library at 845-225-8585.  The library is 
located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes. 
Save the Date: 
Saturday, January 30 

The Brewster Sports Foundation 
(‘BSF’) is planning for our 9th Annual 
Fundraising Gala on behalf of Brewster 
School Athletics.  7 p.m. – 11 p.m. Dinner 
and dancing. Special guest is Bart Oates . 
Star Ridge Banquet Center.38 Starr Ridge 
Road Brewster.  Please register online at 
http://brewstersportsfoundation.org. The 
BSF would also appreciate donations of 
auction/raffle items for the event.  Email 
info@brewstersportsfoundation.org 
with offerings or referrals of potential 
supporters.

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com
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The Greater Mahopac-Carmel 
Chamber of Commerce brought some 
holiday cheer to Putnam Hospital Center. 
Chamber members Lisa Kass and Lillian 
Melchner delivered more than 100 stuffed 
bears and assorted animals on Tuesday, 
continuing their longstanding tradition 
of spreading kindness to patients in the 
hospital during the holiday season. “It 
changes tears to smiles,” Melchner said. 
“If a little something like this helps, then 
we are happy.” The chamber started the 
“Bears for Love” initiative years ago, 

collecting new, plush toys during their 
annual holiday party. Anita Minella, 
the executive director of the Putnam 
Hospital Center Foundation, said the 
stuffed animals are given to pediatric 
patients, new moms, children visiting 
siblings or loved ones, as well as anyone 
who could use the comfort. “We are 
grateful to the Greater Mahopac-Carmel 
Chamber of Commerce who is always 
responsive to the support of Putnam 
Hospital Center and the community,” 
Minella said.

Putnam CAP Receives 
Donation From 
Multinational Company

Mahopac-Carmel Chamber 
Comes Bearing Gifts to PHC

PROVIDED PHOTO

Daniel Steinhauer of  AkzoNobel presented a $1,000 check to Putnam 
Community Action Program. Accepting the generous donation were Mary 
Bodor and Cindy Jackson, Advisory Board Members, and Judy Callahan, 
Director. AkzoNobel has long supported Putnam CAP through an annual 
donation and via employee volunteerism. Teams of  employees help pack the 
Thanksgiving Baskets each year, and they also serve as guest cooks at the 
Soup Kitchen several times each year.

EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 010516
AUCTIONS
Income Properties in Newport, VT 
Auctions: Thurs., Jan 28 25-Unit Apt. 
Building, 27,500+/-SF Ind. Building, & 
28,000+/-SF Ind. Building THAuction.
com *800-634-7653

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

HELP WANTED
NEW YEAR, NEW AIRLINE CAREERS  
Get trained as FAA certified Aviation 
Technician. Financial aid for qualified 
students. Job placement assistance. Over-
night classes available. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 

Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LEGALS
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
WHOLESOME GROWTH LLC d/b/a 
Kumon of White Plains. Arts of Org 
filed with Scy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
3/27/2015. Office location: WESTCHES-
TER county. SSNY  designated agent 
upon whom process may be served and 
shall mail copy of process against LLC to: 
476 SHELTON RD TRUMBULL, CT, 
06611. Principal business address: 600 
N BROADWAY WHITE PLAINS, NY 
10603. Purpose: any lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SO-
RENSEN HC ADVISORS LLC.  Articles 
of Incorporation filed with NY Secy of 
State (SSNY) on 7/7/14. Office location: 
Westchester County. SSNY is designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 15 Petersville Road, Mt. Kisco, NY 
10549. Purpose: General.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF GELIX, 
LLC. Art. of Org. filed with Sec’y of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 9/17/2015. Office 
location in Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 333 N. Bed-
ford Rd. Ste. 230, Mt. Kisco, NY 10549. 
Purpose: any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of Thrive HR Solu-
tions, LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY  
on 7/27/15. Office in Westchester County.  
SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: United States Corpora-
tion Agents, 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 
202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of M.J. Fish LLC 
filed with the Secretary of State of NY on 
November 17, 2015.  SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against may be served.  Office Lo-
cation: Westchester County.  SSNY shall 
mail process to 302 West Main Street, 
Suite 155, Avon, CT 06001.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.

NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics, 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

WANTED TO BUY
CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS Up 
to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Payment 
Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices Paid!! 
Call Juley Today! 800-413-3479 www.
CashForYourTestStrips.com

TOP CASH PAID ON THE SPOT! - WE 
BUY Baseball Cards, Autographs, Re-
cords, Silver Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jew-
elry, Comics Etc., Call Joe Today @ 914-
310-5153

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail  
classifieds@

theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49
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Carmel senior Matt Haughney poses with Coach John Venditto, IAABO 161 boss Bob Nugent and 
Carmel A.D. Susan Dullea after scoring the winning bucket and being named MVP in the Rams’ 
shocking win over state-ranked Spring Valley in the 9th annual Putnam Challenge last Saturday.

Carmel Shocks Section,  
Beats Spring Valley 

on Last Shot
Putnam Teams Go 3-0 
at 9th Annual Putnam 

Challenge
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sorts Editor
@Directrays

Just a couple of years ago, a Mahopac 
vs. Peekskill boys’ basketball game would 
have packed most gyms on any given 
night, drawing crowds from both towns 
as well as a slew of local media, coaches 
and players from the region.

Last Saturday, the game between the 
two former Section 1 powerhouses didn’t 
have quite the draw it once did at Carmel 
High, which hosted the 9th Annual 
Putnam Coaches Challenge. Those who 
did come saw an entertaining game 
nonetheless with Mahopac prevailing, 
57-49, behind 19 points from game MVP 
Jonathan Jacklett and 15 more from G 
Aidan Hynes.

Both clubs are living proof the high 
school sports are cyclical, unless you 
ball in Mount Vernon, play lacrosse at 
Yorktown or field hockey at Lakeland, 
but it wasn’t long ago – two years in fact  
– that Mahopac has made four-straight 

runs to the Class AA Final 4 and one 
championship appearance under former 
Coach Kevin Downes (still hurts to type 
that). 

And Peekskill’s run of success under 
former Coach Lou Panzanaro was second 
only to Mount Vernon as the NYS Hall of 
Fame Coach led the Red Devils to five-
straight Section 1 titles. Peekskill went 
on to win three state crowns during that 
five-year stretch from 2005-09 that saw 
Panzanaro post a record of 122-15. That’s 
an astounding 24.4 wins per season. 

After going 6-13 last year, Peekskill is 
1-6 this season and probably won’t win 
24 games in three seasons at this vexing 
rate…

And speaking of vexing, CARMEL 
simply shocked the section in the 
Putnam Challenge finale, upending 
state-ranked (No.10) Spring Valley, 53-
52, behind a team-high 25 points from 
MVP Matt Haughney. The senior capped 
his effort with a game-winning hoop 

as time was set to expire, taking a nifty 
feed from senior G Ryan Train, who split 
some defenders, drew help defense and 
spotted a cutting Haughney to seal the 
deal on a most unlikely victory against 
the reigning Class A champions, who 
also defeated mighty two-time defending 
Class AA champion Mount Vernon just 
two weeks ago. It’s high time we began 
to recognize the coaching efforts of John 
Venditto, too, who gave Train the keys 
to the attack and he’s delivered well-
rounded numbers all season, including 
Saturday’s respect-commanding triple-
double (12 points, 10 boards, 12 assists).

This is probably Carmel’s biggest 
regular season win at least a decade, no?

“This had to be the greatest win the 
Carmel Rams have had in a while and 
we are hyped about it,” senior G Quinn 
Willman admitted. “The difference was 
we really played as a team and had some 
guys step up and make some big plays 
for us. We knew Spring Valley was great 

team, so we did what we needed to do 
to prepare. They took us lightly and we 
capitalized.”

The Rams have something internal 
going on now, a belief that, even before 
the upset of Spring Valley, was evident 
among themselves.

“Everyone from Carmel at that 
game knew we had a shot,” Train said. 
“We’ve really come together these last 
four games. We’ve found our roles as 
individuals and it’s helped us. We went 
with the game plan and we played with 
confidence. We played great defense and 
we kept control of the tempo. We moved 
the ball well and took shots.”

And now the Rams believe they have a 
legit shot at the League I-A title; though 
pre-season favorite Our Lady of Lourdes 
will be tough to deal with.

Haldane, Carmel and Mahopac all 
represented Putnam County in the 
challenge and all three came away 
winners.

continued on next page
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NWE/PUTNAM FAB FIVE POLL
(Section 1 teams only)
No.1 PUTNAM VALLEY – 

Coach McDonnell’s confident 
Class B Tigers (9-1) knocked 
off a pretty tough Class A 
Harrison club Sunday, 45-39, 
and this state-ranked (No.12) 
unit will now look to send 
No.6 Briarcliff a message on 
Jan.7 (4:15 p.m. start). Should 
come as no shock that I like 
the Tigers to win on the 
road, so long as the @PV_
SUPERFANS show up in force 
and Tigers bring the A-game.

No.2 CARMEL – 
Remember back in Week 1 
when I said this team was 
better than we thought? 
I tweeted on Dec. 5: “Let 
me b 1st to admit I sorely 
underestimated Carmel”. 
Well, the win over Spring 
Valley should put us all 
on notice once and for all, 
provided the Rams (5-4) can 
build upon it.

No.3 YORKTOWN – 
Coach Downes’ Huskers (5-
2) hit the turn with a three-
game winning streak in tow 
and a monster matchup with 
Fox Lane Thursday. Husker 
hotshot Nick DeGennaro (18 
points, 5 assists, 4 steals) was 
dealing, Jesse Bambach (12 
points, 12 rebounds and 5 blocks) did 
a double-double and Glen O’Loughlin 
(11 points, 6 rebounds, 4 blocks) 

impressed in a 53-44 win over Section 9’s 
Spackenkill. Yorktown’s two losses were 
against Class A runner-up Byram and 
Class A champion Spring Valley, which 

has also knocked off defending 
AA champion Mount Vernon, 
so the Huskers are surely battle 
tested and ready to give Fox 
Lane a go.

No.4 HEN HUD – Coach 
Hirsch’s Sailors (6-3) defeated 
Bathgate (of the Bronx), 
62-39, and saw juniors Jack 
Attinelly (12 points, 5 boards, 
3 assists, 3 steals) and Ray 
Morris (11 points, 4 boards, 
4 steals, 2 assists) really 
distinguish themselves as 
viable contributors as we turn 
our attention to the League I-B 
race. Jesse Breeding (8 points, 
9 caroms) was his steady self in 
the win. 

No.5 PANAS – Coach Sully’s 
Panthers (5-2) have the two 
wins over Class AA Mahopac 
and another over Lakeland to 
list among their impressive 
W’s and they can make some 
serious hay this week against 
Hen Hud (today), Peekskill 
and Brewster. If the Panthers 
are truly legit, they take 2 of 3.

HM BREWSTER – Coach 
Nelly’s Bears (4-3) have been 
a pleasant surprise the first month of 
the season, and we’d like to see them 
get to 6-3 with victories over Greeley 
and Somers before Saturday’s tip against 
visiting Panas (2:00pm), which could be 
one of those low-scoring, last-possession 
type games given the similar styles of play 
between these two well-coached outfits.

HM MAHOPAC – Wins in 3 of last 

4 fuels hope that rookie Coach Simone 
is finding the right rotations as we turn 
toward League I-A action. Indians should 
be able to compete against most I-A foes.

HM OSSINING – Coach Casey’s Pride 
(4-2) can make their move this week if 
indeed they are legit.

HM LAKELAND – Win over Nyack 
could get Coach Fallo’s Hornet (3-4) unit 
believing again.

 Girls Hoops NotebookSports

By Tony Pinciaro
While other teams enjoyed the holiday 

break, Ossining kept very busy with five 
games in six days.

The Pride opened its vacation by winning 
the Sam Dunk tournament with victories 
over Grand Street Campus (Brooklyn) 
and Albertus Magnus. Following a one-
day rest, Ossining boarded a plane for 
Orlando, Fla., and the KSA Holiday 
Tournament. The Pride opened with a 
victory over St. Thomas More (La.) before 
dropping its last two games – Liberty 
(Mo.) and St. John-Vianney (Holmdel, 
N.J.).

Despite the two losses, the young Pride 
closed out December with a 7-2 record, 
which has veteran Ossining coach Dan 
Ricci quite pleased.

“The Slam Dunk was very good for us, 
playing against two completely different 
teams,” Ricci said. “Grand Street was 
very big and athletic and Magnus was  
very disciplined, and strong 3-point 
shooting team.

“Playing five games in six days was as 

much a mental test as a physical test for our 
kids. We have a ways to go, as a team, as far 
as chemistry goes and I would like to think 
that this experience will help.”

Ossining opened the KSA Tournament 
with a 79-39 thumping of St. Thomas More. 
Freshman Aubrey Griffin led a balanced 
scoring attack with 18 points. Shadeen 
Samuels added 16, Kelsey Quain chipped 
in with 12, Jaida Strippoli contributed 11 
and Alexis Bernardo finished with eight.

Liberty got the better of Ossining, 61-54, 
as the Missouri-based school outscored the 
Pride by 10 points in the second and third 
quarters, combined. This allowed Liberty 
to own a 52-40 lead through three quarters.

Samuels finished with a game-high 24 
points and also had seven rebounds, four 
assists and five steals. Griffin finished with 
14 points and Kialah Harris led Ossining 
with eight rebounds.

St. John-Vianney defeated Ossining, 84-
74, but the final score was not indicative 
of how close the game was. Ricci pointed 
out that St. John-Vianney has five seniors 
already signed to play in college.

“We played them evenly and actually 
held a five-point lead midway through the 
third quarter,” said Ricci of the St. John-
Vianney game. “I was much happier with 
our intensity and sense of urgency vs. St. 
John-Vianney.

“The first loss in Disney, although it was 
against a very good team from Missouri, 
was one we definitely could of won if we 
played as well as we did in our final game.”

Samuels paced Ossining with 21 points 
and also added seven rebounds and nine 
assists. Quain netted 18 points and Harris 
finished with 15 points and 10 rebounds.

Ossining returns to school and a busy 
week as the Pride play Lakeland, Hen Hud 
and Rye.

CARMEL joined Ossining at the KSA 
Tournament. The Rams lost to Northern 
Collegiate of Ontario (Canada), Loentangy 
(Ohio) and Liverpool (N.Y.) of Section 3.

Northern Collegiate defeated the 
Rams, 53-29 as Hana Riddle led Carmel 
with seven points and Khadijah Johnson 
finished with six points. Olentangy beat 
Carmel by 29 points and Liverpool was 

10 points better, 51-41. Riddle finished 
with a game-high 21 points and Claire 
Cody added 13 points and had six assists. 
Riddle was named Carmel’s MVP for the 
tournament.

“We had too many turnovers and it was 
difficult to overcome a Canadian team 
who starts their season in the fall and was 
playing their 32nd game,” Carmel coach 
Dane O’Hare said. “Olentangy was too big, 
too strong and too fast and we committed 
too many turnovers.

“We were much-improved with our 
free-throw shooting (19 for 23) and we 
had fewer turnovers against Liverpool. The 
girls played with much greater intensity 
energy than in the first two games.

“Our young team learned a number of 
much-needed lessons concerning what 
it takes to become a successful, cohesive 
unit.”

PEEKSKILL won its bracket in the 
Slam Dunk tournament behind an MVP 
performance from All-NYS senior Lanay 
Rodney, who netted 65 points in the  
two wins.

Ossining Takes Its Act South; Peekskill Wins Slam

Peekskill G Shinon Darby takes a run at Mahopac’s Aidan Hynes 
and Jon Jacklett in Indians win over Red Devs last Saturday.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Peekskill sophomore F Charles Redd is a beacon of  light at the 
end of  the Red Devil tunnel.



January 5- January 11, 2016www.TheExaminerNews.com 19

Hockey NotebookSports

At 9-1, Surging Brewster Still Can’t Get No Respect
Bears Sweep Yorktown, Beat Mahopac, Win 9th in Row
By Ray Gallagher 
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

The Brewster Bears are 9-1 overall 
and yet they haven’t received much love 
among state and local pollsters. There’s 
no mention of the Bears in the NYS 
Sportswriters Assoc. Poll and the Bears 
can’t crack the Top 5 in the Lohud or MSG 
hockey polls, despite having torn up the 
opposition by a combined 47-14 count in 
their nine wins, and the one loss was a 1-0 
setback to John Jay CR on opening day.

Since then, the Division II Bears have 
been on the kind of grind that might draw 
the attention of local pollsters should they 
continue to do so, but the rise of hockey 
in Section 1, right or wrong, has kept 
the Bears off the grid. Teams like state-
ranked (No.4) Pelham, Mt. Pleasant, Rye, 
Rye Town/Harrison and John Jay are the 
favorites to battle it out in the D-II Final 
4, but why not Brewster? The Bears have 
yet to face a quality opponent outside of 

Mahopac, which can’t crack the 
Top 5 in polls either, nor can 
Somers/North Salem, which 
finds itself at 5-3-1.

The Dineen brothers are doing 
their part to put the Bears back 
on the map. Colin Dineen (2G, 
2A) and Kyle Dineen (2G, 1A) 
led the Bears to a 6-2 win over 
Yorktown back on December 
27th for their seventh-straight 
win, and they went to work 
again last Saturday (Jan.2) at 
the Brewster Ice Arena where 
the Bears posted a 2-1 win over 
Yorktown when Kyle set up 
Colin for the game-tying goal.

So after another big win, 
the streaking Bears – winners 
of nine in a row – are still on 
the outside looking in when it 
comes to R-E-S-P-E-C-T even 
though Colin Dineen (8G, 6A), 
Kyle Dineen (7G, 8A), Antonio 

Barone 
( 4 G , 
6A), Joe 
Rodriguez (6G, 
3A), Kevin 
Moroney (2G, 
5A) and Aaron 
Treiling (7G, 2A) 
– who recorded 
a hat-trick in 
a 4-2 win over 
Mahopac – have 
each scored or set 
up five goals or 
more. Rodriguez 
scored the game-
winner against 
Yorktown with 
a shade over  
2:00 left.

Brewster G 
Stephen Fischer, 

a good looking freshman, 
came up with 39 saves in 
the win over Mahopac, 
Brewster’s first in at least 
four years, and then 
made 35 in the win over 
Yorktown Saturday. Still, 
the Bears get no respect.

“We need to win our 
next few games; that'd be 
big toward getting some 
(respect),” Colin Dineen 
said. “We just need to 
keep playing our game 
and winning.”

Shaun Benson (11G, 6 
A) has been a sparkplug 
for YORKTOWN, along 
with Mr. Reliable, Liam 

Donnelly (9G, 13A), who has emerged as 
one of the better playmakers in the region. 
The Huskers (4-5) had won three of their 
last four – including wins over Greeley, 
Carmel and Hen Hud -- before running 
into Brewster.

HEN HUD has lost three of the last 4, 
including a recent 5-2 loss to Jay. Young 
Brett Hanson (6G, 8A) and Tommy 
Cascone (6G, 7A) are still filling the nets 
for the Sailors (4-5), who, if they are really 
any good, should get on a roll with Fox 
Lane, Pawling and winless Lakeland/
Panas due up before 
what should be a 
disclosing home-and-
home series against 
Brewster (1/23, 1/29).

Brewster isn’t the 
only team with a set 
of excelling brothers; 
S O M E R S / N O R T H 
SALEM (5-3-1) has 
seen a surge out of 
the LaSpina boys, RJ 
(10G, 5A) and Brandon 
(6G, 5A), who have 
accounted for nearly 
half of the Sabers’ 31 
goals, including four in 
a recent 7-5 win over 
youthful CARMEL 
(2-6), which has taken 
some lumps this season 
as they build for the 
future. Ram F Nick 
Smith (11G, 5A) has 
filled the nets.

MAHOPAC (4-3) 
started out strong with 

three-straight wins but as the competition 
stiffened the Indians have struggled 
against North Rockland (losing 4-1), 
John Jay CR (losing 3-2) and Brewster; 
scoring just five goals in the last three 
games. Indian F John Dignam has led the 
way with six goals this season, along with 
Owen Nolan (3G, 3A), but the Indians, 
by their own admittance, need to finish 
better. The Indians started to do better 
in Sunday’s 4-1 win over Yorktown when 
Nolan, Chris Bednar and Brian O'Shea  
all scored.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Brewster’s Colin Dineen (L) and Aaron Treiling celebrate Dineen’s game-tying 
goal in 2-1 win over Yorktown Saturday.

Brewster’s Antonio Barone has shined for the Bears this season, 
including an assist in 2-1 win over Yorktown Saturday.

Yorktown captain Liam Donnelly leads the Huskers with 9 goals and 13 
assists this season.

Brewster F Chris Froessel is denied by Yorktown G Dylan Tobert in 2-1 Bears’ win over Huskers Saturday at BIA.
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Brewster goalie Stephen Fischer stops one of  35 saves he would make in the Bears’ 2-1 win over Yorktown last Saturday night when Fischer, Jason McNamara (L) and the Brew Crew improved to 9-1 on the 
season and beat Justin Groux (98), Anuj Gupta and the Huskers for the second time in a week... see Hockey Notebook
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Fisch’ Finder!

Brewster Nets 
2-1 Win over Yorktown


