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By David Propper
Near the beginning of January, a car 

accident took place at the Pudding Street 
and Taconic State Parkway intersection, 
backing up traffic and causing drivers to 
divert to another roadway.

It was just another incident on one 
of New York State’s most dangerous 
intersections, where a driver almost 
needs to put their life in their hands as 
they cross to the other side. For years, 
officials in Putnam Valley have stressed 
the need to build an overpass that would 
allow drivers to get to the other side 
of Pudding Street safely and without 
anxiety. And for years, New York State 
Department of Transportation officials 

By Arthur Cusano
Carmel town board members 

announced changes to a controversial 
planned law requiring town approval for 
mass gatherings at their Jan 20 meeting, 
but some residents continue to insist the 
law isn’t needed at all.

The proposed law, Local Law 44, 
regulates parades, events and street 
closings by requiring the organizers of an 
event to get permission from the Carmel 
Police Department. Applications must be 
approved or denied by the police chief 

By David Propper
Village of Brewster officials beat back 

criticism over the early stages of an 
Urban Renewal Plan proposed in hopes 
of revitalizing the village. 

For the second straight week, villagers 
conveyed questions and frustration with 

aspects of the plan and the process taken 
by the village. During a village Board 
of Trustees meeting last Wednesday, it 
was decided to hold a special planning 
board meeting on Feb. 2 where the public 
hearing from Jan. 13 would continue and 
then likely be closed. 

Residents spoke about that apparent 
lack of information provided to the 
planning board.

Former village trustee Teresa 
Stockburger said at the planning board 
meeting the previous night, planning 
members didn’t think it had enough 
information to make intelligent remarks. 
Stockburger stressed the information 
provided to them was incomplete. 

“I was appalled at what was sent to the 
planning board,” Stockburger said. 

Resident Jack Gress argued a piece 
of the plan was missing and as a result 
the public hearing held by the planning 
board was invalid. Gress added the public 
hearing should not be closed without 
more public input and the process 
should be delayed another month, with 
Gress noting the proposal has been 
discussed since 2005 and should not be 
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The intersection of  Pudding Street and the Taconic State Parkway is one of  the most dangerous in the 
state.
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Frank Lombardi, center, discusses a proposed law on mass gatherings in the town with board members. 
The proposal drew comments from several town residents at the Jan. 20 meeting.
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Village resident Frank Williamson wasn’t happy during last week’s village meeting.
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By David Propper
The Southeast Town Board attempted 

to craft a food truck law that would bring 
different mobile food vendors to the 
town, after residents and business owners 
expressed interest in the idea of serving 
on-the-go meals. 

During a lengthy town board meeting 
Thursday night, Southeast town board 
members came to consensus that it 
would allow seven food vendors to 
serve residents out of trucks, supplying 
a permit that would likely last a calendar 
year. Currently, only veterans are allowed 
food trucks in town, and an unlimited 
amount of veterans would continue to be 
allowed to operate, on top of the seven 
other vendors granted permits. Currently, 
two food trucks serve the community. 

“We can always increase it if it’s 
successful and we don’t have problems, we 
can increase it later on,” Councilwoman 
Lynne Eckardt said. 

Councilman Bob Cullen, who is 
spearheading the proposal, said food 
trucks have evolved from days when it 
was just about selling hot dogs. Now, it’s 
more sophisticated with extensive menu 
options and restaurants seeking to have 
trucks in addition to their established 
locations.

The trucks would also have to be 1,000 
feet away from the “brick and mortar” 
food service establishments, in order to 

not impede those businesses. 
The payment for the permit wasn’t 

nailed down, but $250 was a number 
tossed around. Putnam County also needs 
to give out a license and the county’s Board 
of Health needs to approve the mobile 
food service. Anyone that sells out of the 
food trucks needs photo identification on 
display. 

Vendors would need permission from 
the property they want to sell on from 

that landowner or from the town if it’s 
a public area. A location like the MTA 
parking lot could be a sought after spot. 
The town would either tell those vendors 
first to arrive gets to serve there that day 
or a request for proposal would be put 
out to determine which vendor could sell 
there. 

There would be no outside seating 
allowed wherever the trucks are located 
and the hours of operation would be from 

5 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Supervisor Tony Hay said he was 

concerned with how many people the 
trucks would draw and if it would result 
in drivers pulling up on the side of road 
creating a dangerous situation. 

Hay said a recent problem has been 
granting permits to veterans, but a non-
veteran is actually operating the day-to-
day service. Veterans would not have to 
pay any fee, as already in place, but town 
board members agreed if it’s discovered 
the operator of the veteran-exempt truck 
is not a veteran, there would be $100 fine 
and would increase $100 each time until 
the third violation that would result in the 
license getting pulled. 

Thierry Danvin, owner of Brewster 
Pastry, is one business owner that 
expressed interest in having a food truck 
to sell his baked goods, particularly in 
the morning. The Patterson resident 
would like to serve at the MTA parking 
lot as commuters catch the train in the 
morning. 

Another resident interested in opening 
a food truck urged the town board to 
make the plan less complicated and urge 
businesses to compete for certain spots in 
town. 

“I’m sure you guys don’t want to be the 
referees of who gets what,” he said. “If you 
make it simpler and just like I said, first 
come, first serve.”

Southeast Inches Closer to Bringing in Food Trucks

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Two possible vendors spoke about the proposed food truck law last week. 
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within 30 days of receiving it, and denials 
can be appealed.

The law originally required the 
applicant to pay for applicable parade 
permits and fees, with three different 
fee levels based on the amount of police 
hours needed to support a given event. 
But Carmel Town Councilman Frank 
Lombardi told residents on hand just 
before a public hearing on the law the 
board was changing language to waive the 
fees for the immediate future.

“The right thing to do is if there is 
ever a time when we as a town feel that 
it requires financial assistance from those 
who organize the parades, we will have a 
public hearing for everyone who is able to 
participate to hear reasons for and against 
it,” he said.

Despite the change, several residents 
used the public hearing to tell board 
members the law was unnecessary. 
Among them was Pat O’Malley, Chairman 
of the Northern Westchester-Putnam St. 
Patrick’s Day parade. 

“The general consensus of the majority 
of the parade committee is that there 
really isn’t any need for this law to come 
into play,” he told board members. “We’ve 
been doing this parade for 40 years.”

O’Malley said his organization raises 
funds each year to pay for associated costs 

such as insurance and advertising.
“To add fee schedules and more costs 

to the parade, it’s going to crush us,” 
O’Malley said. “It’s going to force us to not 
be able you put a parade on in Putnam 
County. We’d have to look elsewhere, and 
we don’t want to do that.”

The idea of paying police to work 
such events on behalf of residents was 
redundant, he added. 

“That’s their function,” he said. “That’s 
what we pay our taxes for. That’s the prime 
mission of any law enforcement agency - 
public safety.”

Fellow parade committee member John 
Malloy said the right of groups to assemble 
was protected by the First Amendment of 
the U.S. Constitution, and argued that the 
law’s definition of a gathering was far too 
ambiguous to be enforced.

“Any effort by any government arm 
to remove part of that right has to be 
supported by a public safety reason,” 
Malloy said. “That’s the only reason you 
can do it.”

Events like parades were a benefit to 
the town that outweighed the cost, Malloy 
said. 

“This is something people do for the 
town to show the town in the best possible 
light,” he said.

Malloy said the best thing the town 
board could do to offset costs associated 
with events was work harder to attract 

new businesses to some of the numerous 
vacant commercial properties along 
Route 6.

“If you’re looking to defray the cost 
of the police at the parade, you build 
one building in one of these vacant lots, 
which would throw off enough taxes to 
get police at every parade for the next 20 
years,” he said.

Supervisor Kenneth Schmitt, himself 
a former Carmel Police officer, said that 
the law being considered was initially 
proposed and written by the Carmel 
Police Department due to the public 
safety concerns. Most of the law contains 
guidelines for safety during parades and 
similar events. 

Under the proposed law, the applicant 
would be required to provide information 
about themselves, as well as the number 
of expected participants, and the date, 
time and route, if for a parade. The law 
also includes a lengthy list of rules for 
parades, such as banning the throwing of 
candy from floats and requiring a pooper 
scooper to follow animals.   

“They felt that because we have so 
many events and functions and parades in 
the town of Carmel that it was necessary, 
from a law enforcement perspective, to 
have this,” Schmitt said.

Lombardi added that the law also 
serves as a notice to law enforcement 
to ensure they know about events well 

ahead of time and can make the proper 
arrangements, especially on days there 
are multiple events in the town requiring 
assistance.

Recently appointed Carmel Police 
Chief Michael Cazzari was not present for 
the meeting, nor were any other members 
of his department. Cazzari could not be 
reached for comment.

Resident Mike Barile said he 
understood why the law was necessary 
but told board members that the law 
should also require parade organizers to 
pick up after themselves. He said while 
the St. Patrick’s Day parade was clean, 
other parades held in the center of town 
left behind a mess.

“They’re disgraceful,” he said. “The 
town is left with a mess on both sides of the 
road. And if you raise the kind of money 
to run a parade, I can’t imagine why you 
can’t have couple of kids who could follow 
the parade route on both sides of the 
street and pick up the garbage.”

A second public hearing will be held 
at a later date when the law is rewritten, 
Schmitt said. 

Residents Continue to Fight Carmel’s Proposed Mass Gathering Law
continued from page 1
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By David Propper
Attending night law school takes 

dedication, something Joseph Fonseca 
knows all too well. When his day job 
ended in the evening, instead of going 
home and relaxing, Fonseca attended law 
school classes. 

But Fonseca was determined and 
undeterred. He thought as an attorney, 
he could serve a “greater good in the 
community.” The Carmel resident is now 
the second highest attorney in Putnam 
County, serving as chief assistant district 
attorney under new district attorney 
Bob Tendy. Fonseca steps into the role 
previously held by Chana Krauss, who has 
remained with the office.

Fonseca has a perspective not many 
lawyers can claim. Before he became an 
attorney, Fonseca was a police officer. 

Fonseca was a regular patrolman and 
then was offered an investigator position 
from the New York State Grievance 
Committee for the 9th judicial district, 
which was a 9 a.m.-5 p.m. job five days 
a week. Before he even started learning 
about the law, Fonseca had to finish up his 
undergraduate degree. He was a full-time 
student with a full-time day job for three 
years while also supporting a family.

Eventually, he was admitted into Pace 
University Law School and then started 
attending classes, while still working 
his regular job. Fonseca graduated with 

honors in 1991. 
His first job was with a White Plains law 

firm handling civil and criminal litigation 
and then as a trial lawyer at a Carmel law 
firm focused on personal injury. Finally, 
he became principal attorney of his own 
law office located in Carmel offering a 
wide range of needs to potential clients, 
a job he held until the start of 2016 when 
Tendy’s first term started. 

When Tendy first approached Fonseca 
about the chief ADA job, who he has 
known for two decades, Fonseca was 
“extraordinarily flattered and humbled,” 

but was hesitant to accept. Having his 
own law firm with a staff, including his 
son who is an attorney, Fonseca didn’t 
think it was plausible. 

“We had a very good practice, it was 
a tough thing to really think through,” 
Fonseca said. “But (Tendy) kept after me.”

After making a few considerations that 
included his family’s blessing, especially 
his son’s approval, Fonseca decided to 
change his mind. He called Tendy about 
three weeks after the general election and 
told him he’s on board. 

Fonseca and Tendy met back in 1995 

and became friendly. During the election, 
the two would talk about the campaign 
with Fonseca providing valuable help 
during the spirited race. 

When they were both private attorneys, 
Tendy would occasionally refer civil 
cases to Fonseca who did trial work in 
that arena, along with criminal defense. 
The two would often chat about issues 
surrounding work and the law. 

“He was a good person to pose a 
question to and he usually had an answer 
and if he didn’t, he knew where to send 
me to get an answer,” Fonseca said. 
“When he had a question, he would give 
me a call and if I didn’t know the answer, 
I would guide him to where he could get 
an answer.”

Interviewed in early January less than 
a week into the new job, Fonseca was still 
getting familiar with the DA’s office, but 
his excitement to be part of a fresh start in 
the office after eight years of former DA 
Adam Levy was evident.  

“I’m so looking forward to being 
afforded the opportunity to serve the 
people of Putnam County in a capacity 
that I really will enjoy and I know that I 
can be of great service to the community,” 
Fonseca said. “I would like to think that it 
brings my career to a full circle, starting 
off as a street cop and ending up as the 
chief assistant DA in Putnam County. I 
feel I’m absolutely blessed.”

Career of New Putnam Chief ADA Comes ‘Full Circle’

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Chief  ADA Joseph Fonseca (center) with new DA Bob Tendy to his left and former chief  ADA Chana Krauss 
who remains with the office.
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have dragged their feet, seemingly not as 
concerned as local figures. 

Once again, Putnam Valley officials 
are making a renewed push. 

“For decades the dangers of this 
intersection have been brought 
to the attention of local and state 
representatives,” Putnam Valley 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Fran 
Wills. “Frustration continues to build 
as the community attempts to reach 
out and is once again rebuffed because 
this small community does not have 
the influence to attract the attention of 
politicians with the power to provide the 
necessary funding.”

Wills noted because of careful bus 
drivers, there hasn’t been a serious 
accident resulting in the injury of a 
child that is simply traveling to and 
from school each day. Thirty-six school 
buses carry roughly 300 children over 
that intersection daily. There are 54,000 
individual crossings per year, Wills said. 

“We are continually reminded 
of horrible things that happen in 
communities when serious issues 
called to the attention of authorities are 
ignored,” Wills cautioned. 

Newly minted town Supervisor 
Sam Oliverio said the level of concern 
increased dramatically when residents, 
particularly those on Roaring Brook, 

heard the project would not be completed 
until 2022. Town board officials are 
working with the school district, the 
ambulance corp., the fire department, 
and the highway department to fight for 
a sooner construction date. Individual 
citizens are also more involved by 
writing letters, with Oliverio describing 
many as “incensed” over the delay. 

“Government is to exist for one simple 
reason; the health and safety of its 
residents,” Oliverio said. “If that simple 
tenet can’t be fulfilled, then something’s 
radically wrong.”

Oliverio is sick of seeing the overpass 
project on the state DOT’s docket for 
years, but not move further. The overpass 
was supposed to be completed by 2004, 
Oliverio said. 

 “We want people to finally wake up 
and do something in a positive way for 
this overpass,” Oliverio said. “It should 
not take the death of a child or the injury 
of a child to have the state move. They 
need to be proactive.”

New York State Senator Sue Serino 
has been proactive, even appealing to 
the state DOT commissioner personally 
to make the project a priority. During a 
community forum last December, Serino 
and other public officials discussed the 
overpass at length, an issue that is at the 
forefront of her concerns.

“The people of Putnam County have 

waited long enough to see this project 
come to fruition-it’s truly bureaucracy at 
it’s worst. I have been actively pushing to 
make this project a priority, going so far 
as to appeal to the DOT Commissioner 
personally. Next week, I have a meeting 
with the new acting director of Region 
8 to see exactly what needs to be done 
to move the overpass to the top of the 
list,” Serino said in a statement. “Enough 
is enough. The people are frustrated and 
children’s lives are at stake. We cannot 
wait for a tragedy to take action.” 

Councilwoman Jackie Annabi said for 
the first time, there is a “unified voice 
of frustration and anger” demanding 
action, including Serino, Assemblyman 
Steve Katz, County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell, county legislators, and the school 
system. As a person that has dealt with 
the DOT on a regular basis, Annabi has 
noticed the DOT isn’t as dismissive as it 
once was. 

Annabi, like many officials, stressed 
her biggest fear is the Putnam Valley 
school buses that cross the Taconic 
with oncoming cars traveling 60 miles 
per hour or even faster. To add to the 
frustration, the town has continued to 
receive conflicting project start dates and 
conflicting status reports from the DOT. 

“I’m fearful that the Pudding Street 
Overpass Project sometimes gets pushed 
to the back burner to free up money to 
complete a different project in order to 
make someone else in the state ‘happy’. 
I hope this is not the case, but I’ve been 
given so many different excuses, updates 
and promises from the DOT over the last 
few year that I don’t know what to think 
at this point,” Annabi said. “I’m hopeful 
all this is about to change.”
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By Martin Wilbur
State Sen. George Latimer (D-Rye) 

wants to see termination of the Gap 
Elimination Adjustment (GEA) for 
the 2016-17 state budget that would 
reinstate millions of dollars for schools in 
Westchester and throughout the state.

Latimer said he supported the Senate 
Republicans’ measure, which passed last 
week, calling for restoration of 100 percent 
of the funds to school districts this year. 

In Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s proposed 
budget, half of the funds would be 
reinstated; however, the districts located 
within the 37th Senate District that 
Latimer represents, only 42 percent of 
the money is returned. For some school 
systems in his area there is less than one-
third restoration.

For the 15 school districts in Latimer’s 
district, about $4.75 million is currently 
slated to be returned, still leaving a more 
than $6.5 million gap.

“Throughout my tenure in the Senate, 
I have fought to end the GEA,” Latimer 
said. “It is an undue burden unfairly 
imposed on our schools. It shortchanges 
our students, limits our teachers and 
hampers education.”

If Cuomo’s proposal stands, school 
districts would still see outstanding 
GEA money of more than $425 million 
statewide, he said.

Last week’s vote drew bipartisan support 

in the Senate, overwhelmingly passing by 
a 53-9 margin. 

The GEA was devised in 2010 to help 
the state cover budget shortfalls by 
diverting money from public education. 
During the past two years, the GEA has 
been reduced by about 60 percent. 

However, with school districts facing 

a maximum tax levy increase of .12 
percent under the state imposed tax cap 
and no mandate relief in sight, school 
officials have expressed concern about 
how current programs and staff will be 
maintained.

While Cuomo’s budget advertised that 
about half of the outstanding funding 

would be restored, in some local districts 
it’s much less than that. White Plains 
would receive $198,000 of its $402,000 
outstanding Gap Elimination funding, 
but Byram Hills in Armonk would receive 
$95,985 under the governor’s executive’s 
proposal. It is owed nearly $320,000. 

The Harrison School District would 
need $420,015 to be made whole, but is 
slated to receive $126,004.

Latimer said a telling and hopeful sign 
is that last week’s vote received broad 
support on both sides of the aisle.

“I believe we have to negotiate this 
into the budget,” Latimer said. “The 
Republicans support it and I support it, 
too.”

Latimer: Bipartisan Support Seen to End GAP Elimination

George Latimer 

‘It is an undue burden 
unfairly imposed 
on our schools. It 
shortchanges our 

students, limits our 
teachers and 

hampers education.’  
- NYS Senator 

George Latimer
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pushed through now. Additionally, Gress 
asserted, certain documents were blocked 
on the village website briefly before the 
public hearing.

Village attorney Anthony Mole 
responded that the planning board had 
all the documents it needed and Mayor 
James Schoenig noted documents 
were readily available at village hall for 
interested residents if they couldn’t get 
them online. Trustee Christine Piccini 
said the information Gress alleged was 
missing was the zoning code that was 
adopted, but in the plan it was only 
termed as proposed. 

Gress also said there were five 
discrepancies noted by the planning 
board between the zoning maps, the 
urban renewal plan and the blight study. 
Near the end of the meeting, he stressed 
the process has to be done correctly in 
order for New York State to approve the 
Urban Renewal Plan. 

Resident Frank Williamson, who owns 
a house included in the blight area, said 
he’s now in a “three-year quagmire of 
being held hostage by this new boundary.”

Williamson said because he’s in the 
blight boundary, he can’t get financing 
from banks and would not be able to sell 
his home because banks wouldn’t give 
a mortgage to a possible buyer. Even 
building an addition to his property 

would be problematic. Originally, his 
house was not in the blight study. 

“I do not appreciate being held hostage 
to this process which seems to have no 
real validity to it other than we would like 
to change Brewster,” Williamson said.

Brewster resident Andrea Dunham, 
whose property is also affected by the 
renewal plan, said affected homeowners 
have a lot of questions about the proposal. 
She and Piccini discussed ways the village 
could better communicate the renewal 
plan to stakeholders. 

Piccini said because the village board 
doesn’t have trained, professional 
planners amongst themselves, the village 

is hoping to have two informal sessions 
next month where planners provide 
residents with more information and 
answer possible questions. 

“This is a piece of work that needs to 
be revised and your input is valuable,” 
Piccini, who referenced this was the 
process required by New York State, 
said. She added the village board needs 
feedback from the planning board to 
continue to shape the proposal before it 
moves forward. 

Schoenig said while there have been 
assertions that no banks would give 
financing, there have been six house sales 
included in the blight zone the last three 

years. He wasn’t sure if those were cash 
sales or through a mortgage though. 

When the project started five years ago, 
Schoenig said there was a commitment 
made from the board to the village 
that the process would be open and 
public input would be included, which 
he believes has been done. Frustration 
among some board members is that the 
plan has been in the works for several 
years and now questions are coming up at 
the last minute. 

“We’re not looking to do a run around 
of anybody,” Schoenig said. “We’re taking 
this and we’re taking the comments 
serious.”

Schoenig stressed residents and officials 
want to see a “thriving” Main Street, 
noting there are buildings on Main Street 
that are in “terrible shape.” Although 
eminent domain is the last thing the 
village wants to do, Schoenig doesn’t want 
“one person or two people” to stand in the 
way of improving the village. 

“It could have been like some of these 
other urban renewal plans that you read 
where people just say ‘this is the area, this 
is what we’re going to do and who cares 
what you guys want’ and it’s been done 
that way,” Schoenig said. “It’s not going 
to be done that way here. Is everybody 
going to happy? Absolutely not because 
if everyone were happy we wouldn’t be 
doing our job.”

Brewster Officials Try to Calm Anxiety over Urban Renewal Plan

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Village Mayor Jim Schoenig (right) and Trustee Erin Meagher listen as a resident speaks. 

continued from page 1

Email Us for Info:  dance@epicdanceny.com

3 DAY CAMP $99 (AGES 3-6 YRS)
5 DAY CAMP $250 (6 YRS-TEENS)

845-628-5678

Register Now 
For Summer 

Camp!
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By David Propper
Marianna Ashley doesn’t want to follow 

fashion trends; she’d rather start new ones. 
And that’s part of the reason Ashley 

opened Am2Pm Boutique. 
“I just don’t follow what the celebrities 

are wearing,” Ashley said. “I really put in 
what I like. What I think what everyone 
else will like and that’s just how I do it.” 

“Having a little bit of everything,” 
Am2Pm Boutique has been open since 
November, bringing higher end women’s 
clothing to Mahopac. Although Ashley 
thought it would take longer to gain 
traction and customers in town, she’s been 
pleasantly surprised how fast business has 
picked up. 

Living in Mahopac for close to ten 
years, Ashley used to go stories like 
Mandy’s before it closed. She felt the area 
was missing certain fashion shops for 
girls and women. 

“We needed a place like this,” Ashley 
said. “A lot of boutiques tend to go in 
and out of business in Mahopac. I am not 
doing it. I want to expand. I want to have 
three, four stores.”

When customers first come in, Ashley 
said they might be intimidated because 
they think the prices will be too high, 
only for that anxiety to disappear when 
they actually look at the price tag. She 

emphasized despite it being a boutique 
the prices are certainly reasonable. 

“I just figured we needed a store like 
this with affordable process,” Ashley said. 

The clothing, shoes, and accessories 
cater to a wide age range. While she 
thought at the beginning the store would 
only be for juniors, Ashley said Am2Pm 
caters to high school customer all the way 
up to women in their 60s. 

The clothing comes from Los Angeles, 
which Ashley said has better quality 
clothing than shady places in New York 
City. As a picky customer herself when 

looking for clothes to sell, Ashley will 
only buy from legitimate companies and 
it usually takes her a few hours when 
selecting clothes. 

“I have to absolutely love it,” she said. 
“Picking out the clothes is the hardest 
part.”

Opening a clothing store has always 
been a pursuit Ashley wanted to reach for 
more than five years. She used to manage 
a clothing store years ago and worked at a 
hair salon, but opening her own place was 
“always in the back of her mind.” Before 
having a location in Mahopac, she sold 

clothes online and had success at that. 
Her husband finally convinced her to 

open her own store. As a people person, 
Ashley loves meeting new people and 
especially picking out new outfits for 
them.

“No one ever buys one thing,” she said. 
“It’s just how it is because everything is 
just so affordable you can spend, you can 
buy it.”

Ashley added, “There’s nothing in here 
that I wouldn’t wear myself. You can’t 
please everyone, but I try.”

Am2Pm Boutique is located at 485 
Route 6 in Mahopac and its phone number 
is 845-628-0101.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Am2Pm Boutique has everything a girl in her teens to a woman in her 60s could want.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
The boutique is located along Route 6 on the 
same property as Mahopac Motorcycles.

Am2Pm Boutique 
Mahopac

Business 

of the Week

BE OUR VALENTINE!
Join us for a romantic Special Chef’s Five Course Menu

$239+ per couple | Half Bottle Gruet Brut included
or A la Carte menu available.

Call or Email Now To Make Reservations
 845.424.3604 ext39 | jamesb@thegarrison.com

2015 US 9 Garrison, New York 10524 | www.thegarrison.com

Thu, Feb 11-Sat, Feb 13, 5-9pm &
Special Opening Sun, Feb 14, 4-7pm
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Rev. Dr. Lawrence 
Andrew Adolph Larson

Rev. Dr. Lawrence Andrew Adolph 
Larson, 81, of New Fairfield, CT, died on 
January 16, 2016 at the Regional Hospice 
and Home Care Center in Danbury, CT. 
‘Father’ Larry was born on December 
27, 1934 to Julia Hycznyck and Adolph 
“Gus” Larson in Chicago, IL. He 
graduated from Indiana University in 
1957 as a speech and drama major, where 
he acted and wrote plays, was drum 
major in the “Marching Hundred” and 
served as a licensed Methodist preacher 
Sundays at small, rural parishes. He 
attended seminary at Drew University 
and earned his Masters of Divinity and 
Masters in Communication and Film 
at Boston University. He served as a 
Methodist pastor in Dorchester, MA 
and Fitchburg, MA before becoming 
ordained as an Episcopal priest at St. 
James Church, Great Barrington, MA 
in 1968.  He served as rector for eleven 
years at Christ Church in Ansonia, CT 
and 18 years at St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church in Brewster. When in his 60’s, 
he completed a Doctorate in Ministry 
through the Graduate Theological 
Foundation. His 50 years of ministry 
were marked but a commitment to 
social justice: such as marching in the 
South in the 60’s, founding tenants’ 
rights organizations in MA and CT, 
starting food pantries in CT and NY, as 
well as parish outreach to the mentally 
ill. ‘Father’ Larry was also a poet, 
musician, photographer, wood turner, 
outdoorsman, fly fisherman and avid 
basketball fan. His first wife Dorothy 
predeceased him. In 1983 he married 
Patricia Anderson at St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church in Brewster. He is 
survived by his wife Patricia of 32 years, 
his daughter Dr. Heidi Jane Larson 
and husband Dr. Peter Piot of London, 
UK; his son L. Jeffrey Larson and wife 
Elizabeth of New Haven, CT; he is also 
survived by, and three step-daughters: 
Arlan Bussell and husband Stuart, 

Merryl Dimaio, and Lindsey Anderson; 
and step-son Jevan Anderson and wife 
Dimitra, and 8 beloved grandchildren, 
as well as two great-grandchildren and 
a sister Muriel Sanchez of San Diego, 
CA. A funeral service was celebrated 
on Monday, January 25, at St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church, Brewster.  Interment 
will follow at Milltown Rural Cemetery, 
Brewster.  In lieu of flowers, contributions 
may be made to St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church, 26 Prospect Street, Brewster, 
NY or Regional Hospice and Home Care 
Center, 30 Milestone Road, Danbury, 
CT. 

Rita B. Valastro
Rita B. Valastro, age 87, of Brookfield, 

CT, formerly of Brewster, died Tuesday 
January 19, in Brookfield, CT. Mrs. 
Valastro was born on December 23, 
1928 in New Rochelle,, daughter to the 
late James and Mary (Dennis) Burke. 
She graduated from St. Gabriel’s High 
School in New Rochelle. Rita married 
John P. Valastro on November 26, 1953 
at St. Gabriel’s Church in New Rochelle. 
He predeceased her on December 30, 
2004.

Mrs. Valastro was a resident of 
Brookfield, CT since 2008, living in 
Brewster, and New Rochelle prior. She 
was an avid reader and loved taking 
family vacations to Mountauk every 
year. Her biggest passions in life were 
her grandchildren and her pets.

Marie Karvoski
Marie Karvoski, 75, of Lake Carmel, 

died on January 20. She was born on 
May 14th, 1940 in Brooklyn, to Albert 
and Nancy (DeCristo) Panariello. On 
September 3rd, 1960 she married the 
love of her life Thomas Karvoski in 
Brooklyn. For many years she worked as 
a jeweler for Schers Jewelry in Carmel.  
Marie is survived by her loving husband 
Thomas; two adoring daughters April 
Theiss of New Jersey and Dawyn 
Karvoski of Wappingers Falls. She 

is also survived by three cherishing 
grandchildren Jessica Theiss of New 
Jersey, Francis Adams of New Hampshire, 
Brittany Adams of Wappingers Falls, 
and two brothers Albert and Anthony 
Panariello. Visitation will be held on 
Wednesday January 27th at Cargain 
Funeral Homes (Carmel) from 2 p.m.-
4 p.m. and 7 p.m.-9 p.m.. A funeral 
service will be held on Thursday 
January 28th in the funeral home at 10 
a.m. Interment to follow at Raymond 
Hill Cemetery.

Erik Fredriksen
Erik Fredriksen of Schroon Lake, 

and formerly of Mahopac, died on 
Wednesday, January 20 at the age 
of 29. He was born in Carmel, the 
son of Howard and June (Anderson) 
Fredriksen. Erik graduated from 
Hillcrest Lutheran Academy, Fergus 
Falls, MN in 2004 and earned his 
Bachelor’s degree from SUNY 
Plattsburgh in 2008. Erik is survived 
by his parents, his three brothers Scott, 
Mark, and Glenn(Angela), and his niece 
Hailey. Friends and family are welcome 
to attend a visitation on Tuesday, January 
26th from 2 p.m.-4 p.m. & 6 p.m.-8 p.m. 
at the Joseph J. Smith Funeral Home in 
Mahopac. His funeral service will be 
also held at the funeral home on the 

26th at 7 p.m., a private cremation will 
follow. In lieu of flowers, please make 
memorial contributions in Erik’s name 
to the Hillcrest Lutheran Academy in 
Fergus Falls, MN. www.ffhillcrest.org.

Jean Boniello
Jean Boniello of Palmetto, FL (formerly 

of Mahopac) died on Thursday, January 
21 at the age of 78. She was born in 
Peekskill, the daughter of Douglas and 
Lillian(Eurcher) Gordineer. Jean loved 
her family and enjoyed playing bingo 
and games of chance. She is survived by 
her husband Angelo, her son Angelo, 
Jr. and his wife Pat, her daughter 
Penny Blennis and her husband Walter, 
her daughter Jo-Ann Levins, her 
grandchildren Amanda, Lisa, Angelo 
III, Vinny, Kayla, Cody, and Nicholas; 
her great grandson Eddie, and her 
brothers Richie and Jimmy Gordineer. 
She was predeceased by her siblings 
Michael, Ginger, Gert, Marge, and Dot. 
Friends and family are welcome to 
attend a visitation on Thursday, January 
28th from 2 p.m.-4 p.m. & 7 p.m.-9 p.m. 
at the Joseph J. Smith Funeral Home 
in Mahopac. A funeral service will be 
held on Friday, January 29th at 10 a.m. 
at the funeral home with interment to 
follow at Ballard-Barrett Cemetery in 
Mahopac Falls.

Obituaries
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Across
1 Think (over)
5 Military uniform cloth
10 Floating, perhaps
11 The “N” of U.N.C.F.
12 Sloughs
13 Internet locale
14 Egyptian fertility deity
15 Some painted vessels
16 German superhighway or 
Yorktown vehicle repair shop
18 Get data
19 Alien flier
20 Thus
23 Small lobster-like crustacean
25 Hindu religious teacher
27 Yucca’s kin
28 Pan-___
29 Feeling
30 River to the Rio Grande
31 Wood sorrels
32 House of clay
33 Lightly cooked

Down
1 Underworld groupings
2 Exhausts
3 Mildness
4 Rope
5 Ability
6 Macho types

7 Husband of Shirley Temple
8 Heavy dagger
9 Bit of matter
13 It helps the hard of hearing
17 Foreign cat with yellow eyes and a 
short coat
20 Beryl
21 Map line
22 Word with big or blue
23 Healthier chip
24 Kind act
25 Embryonic plant or Yorktown 
daycare center
26 Baylor Bears’ home
28 Retreat

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 14

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

We Make Warm Friends

WINTER SALE
Generators, complete high-efficiency heating 
and cooling systems now on our Winter Sale 

Licensed, insured and bonded!
Quality guaranteed!

845 628-1330
sclafanienergy.com

The Putnam   
Humane Society 

Pringa is a sweet &  
happy girl.  She  

is looking for a family!  

Be guaranteed to watch the game!
We got you covered!

•Most models  
made in USA. 

  • Generac generators 
are preferred by 7 out of 
every 10 homeowners 

who invest in home  
backup power.

 
845-628-9106   sales@midcountylighting.com 
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Carmel High School (CHS) senior 
Dominic Caporale signed a letter of intent 
to join the Division 1 Wrestling team at 
Sacred Heart University in Fairfield, CT 
after graduation from high school in 
2016.  “I saw Dominic’s potential when 
he was in grade school” commented CHS 
wrestling coach, Seth Harrison.  “It is 
thrilling to see his hard work culminate 
with a Division 1 scholarship to Sacred 
Heart University,” he added.

Caporale has been an integral 
participant of the CHS varsity wrestling 
team for the past six years. He has been 
the team captain for the past four years. 
“Dominic has demonstrated his ability 
to lead and assist our program and his 
peers,” Harrison said.

Caporale is also a two-year varsity 
lacrosse player (goalie, defense). His 
lacrosse coach, Paul Brennan, also hailed 
Caporale’s leadership and said, “Dom 
is the best leader I have had in the eight 
years coaching in Carmel. He is a terrific 
athlete, but his finest quality is his ability 

to bring out the best in his teammates in 
the toughest times. He is an old school 
competitor who you can count on to be 
on the filed each game, sacrificing his 
body for the team.” 

In addition to his prowess as a wrestler 
and a lacrosse player, Caporale is a 
two-year varsity football player (safety, 
running back). He has been recognized 
with a RAM award and was named MVP 
in both football and wrestling. Athletic 
Director Susan Dullea said, “Dominic is a 
great student and a great role models. He 
has a terrific work ethic.”

While at Sacred Heart University, 
Caporale intends to take a rigorous 
academic path and will study biology and 
take pre-veterinarian courses. 

“It has been our privilege here at 
Carmel High School to watch Dominic 
grow as both a student and a talented 
athlete,” commented CHS principal Louis 
Riolo.  “His dedication, hard work and 
effort have paid great dividends for this 
young man. 

Coach Harrison added, “I am confident 
in his ability to succeed at Sacred Heart. 
On behalf of our entire program, athletes 

and coaches alike, we wish Dominic the 
very best!

CHS Wrestler Earns Spot at Sacred Heart University

Pictured- Seated: (l to r): Geena Caporale (sister), Dominic Caporale, Rosemarie Caporale (mother).  
Standing, left to right: Paul Brennan (varsity lacrosse coach); Susan Dullea (Athletic Director); John 
Caporale (father); Seth Harrison (varsity wrestling coach); Mike Camastro (JV wrestling coach).

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Somers Custom Framing 

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

The 2016 Grand Marshals for the Northern 
Westchester-Putnam 40th annual St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade are Gail Driscoll Silke (right) and Michelle 
Driscoll Tierney. The installation dinner is Friday 
February 5, 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. at Centennial Golf  Club, 
185 John Simpson Road, Carmel. Tickets are $35 
per person. Door Prizes and 50/50 Raffle. For more 
information, go to www.SaintPatricksDayParade.
net, email Info@SaintPatricksDayParade.Net or go 
to Facebook. Northern-Westchester-Putnam-Saint-
Patricks-Day-Parade.

St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
Grand Marshals Announced
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Have you or someone you know gone 
through chemotherapy? If so you know 
the discomforts of chemo.

My name is Caitlin Andersen and 
I am an 8th grade Cadette currently 
working on my silver award. For my 
Silver Award I am creating comfort kits 
for cancer patients who are undergoing 
chemotherapy treatment at the Wagner 
Cancer Center located in the Putnam 
Hospital. Chemotherapy treatments can 
take up to six hours so the kits are greatly 
appreciated by the patients.

Below is a list of specific items that the 
hospital has recommended:
•	 Lip balm (with SPF)
•	 Pocket tissue packs
•	 Dove sensitive skin bar soap
•	 Individual hand lotions
•	 Pens
•	 Writing pads
•	 Puzzle books
•	 Warm knit socks
•	 One size fits all knit gloves (with or 

without fingertips)
•	 Knit hats (handcrafted with soft yarn is 

appreciated)
•	 Individual hand sanitizers

Want to help? Donate one of the items 

listed above! There is a drop box in the 
lobby of the Mahopac public library. 
Please note it is important that items 
remain in their original packages. Cards 
with inspirational quotes or get-well 
cards are also welcome.  If you have any 
questions please feel free to email me at 
caitand27@yahoo.com. Thank you very 
much! Someone will greatly appreciate 
your time and effort!

Message from Girl Scout 
Seeking Items for Comfort Kits

PROVIDED PHOTO
Girl Scout Caitlin Anderson and the drop box 
located in the Mahopac library.

Jairo Ipina, 19, of  Brewster, 
recently volunteered for a five 
day Habitat for Humanity NYC 
event to paint and revitalize 
a senior community center in 
the Bronx. There were more 
than 20 volunteers for the 
project, which was part of  
Habitat For Humanity’s “Brush 
with Kindness” program. The 
program has revitalized more 
than 100 neighborhood spaces 
since it began in 2009. “It was 
an amazing experience,” said 
Jairo. “It was so exciting to 
see everyone smile when they 
entered their community center, 
painted with happy colors.” “My 

favorite part of  the project was meeting the other volunteers who have 
such positive energy.” Jairo is with George Apap Painting of  Patterson 
NY.
For more information about Habitat For Humanity of  Westchester, 
please visit www.habitatwc.org. For more information about Habitat for 
Humanity NYC, please visit www.habitatnyc.org. 

Brewster Man Helps Habitat For 
Humanity Paint Senior Center
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Groovin’ in New Fairfield is proud to 
welcome back Toby Walker on Saturday, 
January 30 at 7:30 p.m., at the New 
Fairfield Senior Center, 33 Route 37, New 
Fairfield, CT.  Tickets are $10 and doors 
open at 6:45 p.m.   

Internationally and nationally 
acclaimed Toby Walker has been hailed as 
a roots music fingerstyle guitar virtuoso 
who has toured the US, England, Wales, 
France, Germany, Belgium and Holland.   
Walker blends the styles of blues, ragtime, 
country, bluegrass, rock and old time 
jazz into his own unique style.  Jorma 
Kaukonen of Hot Tuna and the Jefferson 
Airplane says “Flat out... you have to hear 
this great musician... I’m blown away” 
and has employed Walker to teach at his 
famous Fur Peace Ranch Guitar Camp 
for 6 years. In 2010 Walker won the NY 
Music Award for ‘Best Instrumental CD,’ 
sharing the honors with Mariah Carey, 
Rufus Wainwright and Judy Collins 
among many others. Walker has recently 
released three instructional guitar 
DVD’s for the world famous musicians.  
Carnegie Hall acknowledged his rare 
talents and  hired him to augment and 
teach in their “American Roots” program 
aimed at honor level middle school 
students..

Advance tickets can be purchased at 
the New Fairfield Senior Center or by 
mail.  Payments made my mail should be 
payable to Groovin’ in New Fairfield, c/o 
New Fairfield Senior Center, 33 Route 37, 
New Fairfield, CT.  06812.  Please allow 
sufficient time when mailing.  All sales are 
final.  Tickets can also be purchased at the 
door, pending availability.  Additionally, 
a moderately priced dinner catered by 
Bruno’s Restaurant is offered before the 

show.  Choices include:  eggplant rollatini, 
chicken francese, pizza, coffee, tea, hot 
mulled cider, water and homemade 
desserts.  For additional information, 
contact us at grcoffeehouse@gmail.com.

About Groovin’ in New Fairfield:  
Groovin’ in New Fairfield seeks to develop 
and promote ongoing, regularly scheduled 
live music programs in New Fairfield 
and surrounding areas.  It is a non-profit 
organization supported by sponsors, 
local businesses, grants from charitable 
organizations and patron donations and 
is staffed by volunteers.  It operates under 
the New Fairfield Parks and Recreation 
Commission. For more information, visit 
groovininnewfairfield.com

Groovin’ in New Fairfield 
to Present Toby Walker

PROVIDED PHOTOS

Brewster’s Main Street officially welcomed a new business to the area last 
Saturday, when James L. Hayes M.B.A and Co. Inc. held its grand opening just 
before a fierce winter storm hit the region. The business offers accounting, 
bookkeeping and tax return preparation. Hayes was joined by his family and 
Brewster Chamber of  Commerce members Rose Aglieco, executive director, 
and Geoffrey Reinwald, president. The Hudson Valley Renegades’ mascot 
Rascal also joined in on the celebration. The business is located on 8 Main 
Street in the village, its phone number is 845-279-4347.

New Accounting Business 
Celebrates Grand Opening

Crossword Answers

Don't give up on your 

SOCIAL SECURITY/
DISABILITY CLAIM! 

Helping you get the
benefits you are entitled to

is our specialty. 
Contact 

ALEGRIA & BAROVICK LLP, 
in White Plains, today. 

Call 914-761-1133
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Janet DiFiore was confirmed last week 
by the New York State Senate as the new 
chief judge of the state’s Court of Appeals.

Upon her confirmation, DiFiore 
resigned her position as Westchester 
County district attorney. First Deputy 
District Attorney James McCarty is now 
the acting district attorney.

DiFiore, 60, served for 10 years as 
an assistant district attorney before 
succeeding Jeanine Pirro in the top spot 10 
years ago. She replaces Jonathan Lippman 
as the chief judge after he reached the 
mandatory retirement age of 70.

“Now, having been officially confirmed 
by the New York State Senate, I want 

to again thank the governor and the 
Commission on Judicial Nomination 
for their faith in my ability and for 
recognizing my experience, qualifications 
and fitness to become chief judge,” 
DiFiore said in a Jan. 21 statement. “I also 
want to recognize all the members of the 
Westchester County district attorney’s 
office, prosecutors, investigators and 
support staff who I have worked with 
for two decades for their continued 
dedication and professionalism.”

A special election will be held on 
Tuesday, Nov. 8 to elect a new district 
attorney. 

McCarty is a graduate of the University 

of Rochester and Albany Law School.  
“It has been an absolute honor to serve 

under Janet DiFiore during her tenure 
as the Westchester County District 
Attorney,” he said. “There is no one 
serving in the public sector that I hold in 
higher esteem. I look forward to leading 
the excellent staff she has assembled over 
the coming year.” 

Before becoming acting district 
attorney, McCarty served as the chief of 

trial operations directly overseeing all 
trials in the superior and local courts in 
the county, and as an assistant district 
attorney since 1980. McCarty was the 
deputy division chief of the Superior 
Court Trial Division for the previous six 
years. 

He has tried over 100 cases, including 
the successful prosecutions of Carolyn 
Warmus in the “Fatal Attraction Murder 
Case” and serial killer Patrick Baxter. 

By Lou Giampa
When winter’s beauty turns more 

beastly with arctic winds, mounds of 
snow and bone-chilling temperatures, 
the season’s harsh side can prove 
especially dangerous for senior adults. 
Even older snowbirds escaping to 
warmer climates still can encounter 
dips in the thermometer, rains and icy 
navigation.

Colder weather is not particularly 
kind to seniors. Slick sidewalks lead 
to falls, colds and the flu escalate and 
depression looms because of indoor 
confinement and less social interaction. 
To counter the wintertime risks for older 
adults, basic planning and prevention 
can make the cold weather manageable 
and actually enjoyable.

Stay warm indoors. A comfortable 
thermostat setting in winter is 68 to 
70 degrees. Many elders push their 
thermostats to higher temperatures, but 
this causes skin and nasal passages and 
raises the heating bill. Instead, seniors 
who feel chilled might consider wearing 
thicker socks, fleece slippers and a 
thin, thermal undershirt and leggings. 
Today’s lightweight “long johns” trap 
body heat, wisk away moisture and layer 
well beneath outer clothes. Wearing 
a scarf around the neck and a knit hat 
also can increase one’s warmth around 

the house.
Beware of slick outdoor conditions. 

Inclement weather can create a buildup 
of snow, ice and mud on walkways and 
driveways. Wear nonskid boots, get help 
shoveling snow, use ice melt or sand for 
traction and watch diligently for black 
ice.

Wear appropriate clothing outdoors. 
To prevent heat loss or hypothermia, 
the elderly who venture into the cold 
should wear light, layered, loose-fitting 
clothing under an insulated, waterproof 
winter coat. Outerwear with a fleece 
lining and windproof shell is a plus. 
A hat is a must since up to half of a 
person’s body heat is lost through the 
head. Weatherproof, lined gloves or 
mittens that still allow for flexibility are 
smart to wear.

Stay current on immunizations. 
Seniors with a weakened immune 
system are more vulnerable to 
catching colds and the flu or more 
severe illnesses, including pneumonia. 
Older adults should consult with their 
doctor about seasonal and year-round 
immunizations that are best for their 
overall health.

Consume a balanced diet. Individuals 
who remain indoors more during 
winter find it tempting to eat starchy 
convenience foods and skip fresh fruits 

and vegetables. Adding vegetables to 
soups and fruits to smoothies is an easy 
way to add vitamin-enriched foods to a 
senior’s diet. With less natural sunlight 
during winter to boost a body’s vitamin 
D level, eating grains, milk and seafood 
can help.

Keep well hydrated. Although the 
elderly may not feel as thirsty in cooler 
weather, drinking six to eight glasses 
of liquid a day is still advised. Hot tea, 
apple cider and cocoa are fun additions 
to a wintertime beverage list, but stay 
mindful of the extra sugar and calories.

Prevent isolation and depression. 
Harsh weather invites less social 
interaction, and for many seniors 
can affect mental health. To prevent 
loneliness and the winter blues, schedule 
regular outings, personal visits, phone 
calls and social networking. Staying 
connected with others helps trigger the 
body’s natural mood lifters, including 
dopamine, serotonin and endorphins.

Be prepared for power outages and 
other emergencies. Every home needs a 
year-round emergency preparedness kit 
that includes a flashlight, batteries and 
first aid supplies. For a comprehensive 
list of what to do during a power outage, 
visit the Department of Homeland 
Security’s website at http://www.ready.
gov/power-outage.

Don’t forget the car. For safe 
wintertime driving, good wipers and 
tires with plenty of snow-gripping 
tread are essential. Always keep the gas 
tank near full and carry an ice scraper, 
windshield washer fluid and a safety kit. 
Before getting on the road, it is smart 
for seniors to share their travel routes 
and expected arrival times with family 
or friends. Traveling with a charged 
cellphone and a car charger is another 
safety tip for any season of the year.

Throughout winter, families should 
check in daily with their elder loved ones 
who are living alone. Home healthcare 
companies such as Right at Home 
provide senior care services, including 
regular home visits for everything from 
companion care to driving the elderly to 
appointments, errands and wintertime 
activities.

With safety steps in place, aging 
adults can enjoy more beauty and less 
beast during winter months.

Lou Giampa is president of Right at 
Home Westchester and a state certified 
nurse aide (CNA) who volunteers in 
hospitals and nursing homes throughout 
Westchester. He also volunteers with 
the Alzheimer’s Association, Meals 
on Wheels and the Aging in Place 
community. For more information, visit 
www.westchesterseniorcare.com.

Import Winter Safety Tips All Older Adults Should Follow

DiFiore Confirmed as Chief Judge; McCarty Named Acting D.A.

PROVIDED PHOTOS
Janet DiFiore (left), who served as Westchester County district attorney for the past decade, was 
confirmed by the state Senate last week to become the new chief  judge of  the state’s Court of  Appeals. 
Longtime prosecutor James McCarty has been named as the acting district attorney.
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Wine is rich in 
tradition. 

It is rich in the 
ethereal tradition 
that embodies the 
efforts of millennia 
of winemakers who 
have produced wine 
following the time-
honored precepts of 
their forbearers.

It is rich in the dynamic tradition 
of millions who have enjoyed it as a 
symbol of celebration. Raising a glass 
with others in a toast is a time-honored 
symbol of success, of special occasions of 
camaraderie and even of military victory. 

It is also rich in the more mundane 
traditions that have been passed down to 
21st century wine consumers. Much of 
our interface with a bottle of wine 
comes to us from the limitations 
that early European winemakers 
faced in delivering wine from 
their winery to consumers. 

From the format of bottle 
labels, to the means of sealing 
the contents, to the shape of the 
bottle, every known means 
was employed to insure the 
preservation of wines as they 
were stored in cellars and as 
they traversed the highways 
and dusty, bumpy byways to 

their destination.
Today, as we partake of 

a bottle of wine, several 
of these traditions and 
histories tend to lose their 
import.

I was reminded of this 
over the weekend when 
dining at a fine restaurant. As my wife and 
I settled in for the ritual of a restaurant 
meal – the proper dinnerware, the 
placement of the silverware and glasses 
at table, the fawning of the waiter and 
sommelier, the multiple food courses and 
the presentation of the bottle of wine, 
I began to focus on one aspect of our 
dining experience. 

Having perused the wine list (for an 
interminable period of time, which I am 
prone to do, and am always reminded by 
my wife), I ordered a bottle of wine for us 

to enjoy, confident in my choice. 
When presented with the bottle, 

the “somm” cradles the bottle for my 
inspection. The tradition 

behind this? Simply to 
verify what is about 
to be poured is my 
selection. I believe this 

may have been one of 
the derivations of 

the term “bait and 
switch,” when the 
wine poured was 

not necessarily the wine 
ordered. I always check for 
the name of the producer 
and especially the vintage. 
It is upsetting to be 
presented with a wine from 
a more recent vintage. “We 
haven’t updated our wine 

list,” is not an acceptable reason to present 
the wrong wine.

Next, the somm will open the bottle 
in my presence, again to validate the 
authenticity of the wine. 

Then I am presented with the cork, 
which I dutifully sniff. The tradition? In 
times past, wines were not always stored 
under ideal conditions. A dry cork may 
portend an oxidized wine; a cork should 
be moist. A cork with crystals? Not a 
problem – it’s a natural byproduct of cellar 
conditions. For a high-end wine, I always 
compare the name on the cork to that 
on the label. Yes, counterfeit wines have 
duped trusting somms and consumers for 
centuries. 

Now the moment of truth. I am offered 
a sample from the bottle. The tradition? 
One in 15 bottles is corked, conveying an 
odor of “wet dog.” This is a valid reason 
to reject the wine. I rarely feel the need 
to taste the wine; a deep sniff into the 
glass informs me if the wine is corked, 
if it is past its prime or has any off-
putting aromas. Remember, our ultimate 

appreciation of wine is determined by our 
sense of smell, not taste.

Once I’ve sampled and approved the 
bottle, I can comfortably offer it to my 
patient wife. 

If the wine passes my evaluation yet 
doesn’t meet my expectations? Sorry, 
this is not a reason for rejecting a bottle. 
Consider the experience a learning 
opportunity to refine your palate.

Traditions are steeped in history. Even 
in our age of instant gratification and 
search engine wisdom, they hold the 
answer to our enjoyment of fine wine. 

Next week: The traditions of bottle 
shape and size and the reasons for corks 
and foils. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

A Bottle of Wine is Filled With Longstanding Traditions

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

“Continuous 
experimenting 

results in instinctive 
behavior.”

Now that we’re mostly dug 
out of the recent snowstorm, 
I find myself remembering 
a friend whose home was 
damaged due to freezing 
conditions. That difficult event 
was made worse for her because 
her agent had neglected to give 
her proper coverage, selling 
her a condominium policy 
when she actually lived in 
a townhouse, a mistake she 
lived with for more than 25 
years without knowing. The 
out-of-pocket expenses she 
had to bear were higher than 
they would have been with the 
correct policy.

Aside from these out-and-
out errors, there can be other gaps and 
oversights in your homeowner’s insurance 
that can cause problems later on if they’re 
not caught now. A few are listed here, 
but you might consider meeting with 
your insurance agent to ask questions if 
you have any doubts or have made any 
changes recently in your living situation.

Actual Cash Value vs. Replacement 
Cost: Which one are your belongings 
covered for? The answer can affect how 
much you receive, especially if you are 
insuring older items. To understand the 
difference, imagine your three-year-
old laptop was damaged when your 
basement flooded. Brand new, it may 

have cost $2,000, but its value 
on the day of the flooding 
had depreciated to $700. With 
actual cash value coverage, 
you would only receive $700 
– enough to buy another three-
year old computer – but with 
replacement cost coverage, 
you would receive the $2,000 
needed to buy a new, similar 
computer.

Undervaluation: The 
popular home design 
magazines and websites 
seem to frequently feature 
makeovers and remodelings 
intended to boost the value 
of your home. The expense of 
the bathroom redesign will 

ideally be exceeded by the increase it 
gives to the house’s sale price. What many 
homeowners forget, however, is to adjust 
their policy to cover the increased value 
of their home. If anything happens to 
the house before it is sold, you will want 
your homeowner’s insurance to cover 
the investment you made in making the 
improvements.

Primary Residence: If you plan to 
move out of your home while still owning 
it, your coverage for the house may 
immediately cease. It’s vitally important 
to call your insurance agent as soon as you 
know you will be moving out. Together 
you can find a policy that will protect the 

value of the building for as long as you 
own it.

Home Business Insurance: Your 
regular homeowner’s policy may cover the 
medical expenses your brother incurs if he 
slips and falls on the ice in your driveway 
while paying you a visit. However, if 
your visitor is the FedEx person and his 
delivery is related to your home business, 
then the cost of his medical care may 
not be covered. Home business owners 
will find that they have special insurance 
needs, and they should decide which type 
of coverage will suit them best. A rider 
to their regular homeowner’s or renter’s 
policy will not cover medical expenses if 
a visitor or delivery person is injured, but 
if they work alone and handle all of their 
correspondence online, it may be enough. 

An in-home business policy covers 
injury liability and the cost of more 
equipment. If you need to protect against 
an even higher level of loss, consider a 
business owner’s policy instead. This field 
is complicated, so call your agent to learn 
more.

Renter’s Insurance: Not all homes are 
owned by their occupants. Your landlord 
should be paying for the coverage of the 
house or apartment you are renting, but 
your insurance needs don’t stop there. 
If a fire or some other calamity should 
occur causing you to lose your furniture, 
clothing and other possessions, would 
you be able to replace everything out 

of pocket? If not, take advantage of the 
low monthly cost of renter’s insurance 
to protect yourself if you need to replace 
your possessions. Putting together a 
home inventory can save you money by 
helping calculate how much coverage you 
really need (a good idea for homeowners 
as well).

Fine Art, Jewelry and Other Special 
Items: Your policy will have a cap on how 
much it will pay out for your belongings, 
but if you own any artwork or jewelry of 
unusually high value, your policy may 
be insufficient to cover its loss from theft 
or damage. You may receive enough 
coverage with a fine art floater added to 
your policy, or you may need to turn to 
insurers who specialize in protecting art. 
These specialists will also be familiar with 
the risks involved in transporting art that 
other insurers may not know.

This is a long list of potential gaps, and 
there are probably more beyond this. 
Contact your insurance agent to see what 
coverage you may be missing. That’s what 
they’re there for, after all.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru and his team to market your home 
for sale, call 914-522-2076.

Watch Out for Gaps in Your Insurance Coverage
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Tuesday, January 26
Volunteer Groups Wanted Reps 

from Putnam County’s Volunteer 
Organizations,  who graciously give their 
Time,Talent and Fund raise for others 
in our Community you are invited to 
recruit for new members and be publicly 
recognized by your peers and Government 
Officials at Gilead Presbyterian Church’s 
First Annual Volunteer Fair. This exciting 
interactive free event is open to all who 
make Putnam County a great place to 
live and will be held on Saturday May 14 
from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. @ 9 Church Street in 
Carmel. Email mariah at gaelcat@comast.
net to represent your organization.
Thursday, January 28 

The Tri-State IBM Retirees Club will 
hold the January meeting: 1:30 p.m. at 
the United Methodist Church, 1176 East 
Main Street, Shrub Oak.   The scheduled 
speaker will be Dan Potter, who will cover 
Senior Fire Safety.  Dues for 2016 will be 
collected.  Sign in and refreshments at 
1pm.  Info 914-528-5916.
Health Insurance and the NYS Health 
Insurance Marketplace:  

If you have any questions or are curious 
about Health Insurance and the NYS 
Health Insurance Marketplace, come by 
the Kent Public Library.  3 p.m. - 4:30 
p.m.  Putnam CAP Certified Application 
Counselors will hold an information 
session on how health insurance works 
and provide enrollment assistance for 
Medicaid, Child Health Plus, The Essential 
Plan and Qualified Health Plans through 
the NYS Health Insurance Marketplace.  
Open enrollment starts November 1, 2015 
and ends January 31, 2016. Registration 
is required.    You may register for the 
program by going to www.kentlibrary.
org or calling the Kent Public Library at 
845-225-8585.  The library is located at 17 
Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes.
Saturday, January 30 

The Brewster Sports Foundation 
(‘BSF’) 9th Annual Fundraising Gala 
on behalf of Brewster School Athletics.  
7 p.m. – 11 p.m. Dinner and dancing. 
Special guest is Bart Oates . Star Ridge 
Banquet Center.  38 Starr Ridge Road 
Brewster.  Please register online at http://
brewstersportsfoundation.org.   The 
BSF would also appreciate donations of 
auction/raffle items for the event.  Email 
info@brewstersportsfoundation.org 
with offerings or referrals of potential 
supporters

Silent Film Series with Live Musical 
Accompaniment featuring Cary Brown 
Screening the film Wild Oranges (1924) 
dir. King Vidor starring Virginia Valli 
and Frank Mayo.  7 p.m., Fee - No Charge 
contact email - jblhappenings@gmail.   
Phone -venue (845) 265-3040 URL - www.
butterfieldlibrary.org.  For your info- 
contact person - Luanne Morse 845-265-
3040

Monday, February 1 
Enjoy Your Herbs Year Round:  6:30 

p.m. Savor summer throughout winter! 
Learn how to dry, freeze, and use herbs in 
infusions.  Learn about herb preservation 
from the Cornell Cooperative Master Food 
Preservers! Visit www.mahopaclibrary.
org, or call 845-628-2009, ext 100, for more 
information or to register for programs 
that do not require a fee.  You can also 
pick up a Month of Wellness brochure at 
the Library’s Information Desk.
Tuesday, February 2

The Reads at Reed Book Club:  7 p.m. 
to discuss the book “City of the Sun” by 
Julianna Maio.  The meeting will be held 
at Reed Memorial Library, 1733 Route 6, 
Carmel.  Contact 845-225-2439 with any 
questions.
Thursday, February 4

Putnam County Office for Senior 
Resources Computer Learning Center 
for Seniors will hold registration. William 
Koehler Senior Center, 180 Route 6 in 
Mahopac & Putnam Valley Senior Center, 
117 Town Park Lane, Putnam Valley.  
Registration hours at both sites will be 
from 9:30 a.m.– 11 a.m. Anyone 55 or 
older can register for a variety of computer 
classes from basic to advanced, to using 
an iPad, to Digital Photography.  To 
view the available classes visit us at www.
putnamrsvp.com/clc.
Friday, February 5

Survey of Regional Artists: Free to the 
public. noon – 5 p.m., Friday – Sunday. 
Reception: February 5, 6 p.m.-9 p.m. 
Gallery 66 NY, 66 Main Street, Cold 
Spring.  Phone: 845-809-5838. Website: 
www.gallery66ny.com

Mini-Yoga Sessions: Gentle Yoga with 
Meredith Laubin Friday, February 5 & 
12, noon-1:30 p.m. $10/person for two-
week session. This class is geared towards 
those who feel that they need adaptive 
poses based on simple movements that 
can be done with or without the aid of 
a chair, depending on the individual’s 
ability and their past or current injuries 
or conditions. Visit www.mahopaclibrary.
org, or call 845-628-2009, ext 100, for more 
information or to register for programs 
that do not require a fee.  You can also 
pick up a Month of Wellness brochure at 
the Library’s Information Desk.

Trivia Bingo: Patterson Library, 
1167 Rte. 311 Patterson. 7 p.m. Come in 
from the cold and warm up with a lively 
night of trivia bingo! Come solo or bring 
a group of friends and play to win great 
prizes. Hudson Valley Trivia will host & 
bring Trivia Night to another level. Ages 
18+ only. Registration Required. Space is 
limited. Kids 7+ play in the main library 
while parents play. Kids 3+ can stay with 
staff for stories and crafts. Kids must 
be registered. To register or for more 
information, visit us online at www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click on calendar 
or call 845-878-6121 x10. Free program.

Saturday, February 6 
Make Your Own Salve with Tina 

Triburgo.  10 a.m. –11:30 a.m. $5 material 
fee Join Tina as she shares her knowledge 
of plant medicine and shows you how to 
make a skin-healing salve. Everyone will 
leave with a sample as well as a recipe so 
that you can make your own at home! Visit 
www.mahopaclibrary.org, or call 845-628-
2009, ext 100, for more information or to 
register for programs that do not require 
a fee.  You can also pick up a Month 
of Wellness brochure at the Library’s 
Information Desk.

3nd Annual Philipstown Winter 
Carnival:  Philipstown Winter Carnival 
planners are extending the festivities to 
allow attendees more time to enjoy both 
carnival sites, Winter Hill (20 Nazareth 
Way) and Philipstown Recreation Center 
(107 Glenclyffe Drive), both in Garrison. 
Winter Hill at 1 p.m. where planned family-
friendly activities include sledding, ice 
sculpture demonstration, indoor children’s 
entertainment and more. The lights will go 
on at the Philipstown Recreation Center at 
4 p.m. for nighttime skating, children’s arts 
and crafts, indoor family movie, hosted by 
the Cold Spring Film Society, and other 
surprises. Parking will be available at both 
sites and a free shuttle bus will provide 
transportation between locations.  Lunch 
fare can be purchased at Winter Hill and 
a pasta dinner at the Rec Center before the 
movie. Activities will be adjusted to fit the 
day’s weather conditions.  The Philipstown 
Winter Carnival is a community event 
organized by the Philipstown Recreation 
Department, Hudson Highlands Land 
Trust and Friends of Philipstown 
Recreation to celebrate the winter season. 
Please visit philipstownwintercarnival.
com for more information. Those wishing 
more information may contact the Hudson 
Highlands Land Trust at 845-424-3358 or 
visit www.hhlt.org.

The Brewster Public Library will be 
offering an Introduction to Babysitting 
class:  10 a.m.-2 p.m. Students will learn 
communication skills, ages and stages of 
young children, safety and first aid tips, and 
more.  A simple test will be administered 
at the completion of the course and 
certificates will be distributed.  The class 
instructor holds a degree in Special Ed, 
Early Education and Child Psychology. For 
ages 10 and up.  Students should bring a 
lunch with them.  Registration is required.  
For additional information visit   http://
tinyurl.com/hyf6lj6 or call the library at 
845-279-6421.  

Celebrate “Take Your Child to the 
Library Day” at the Brewster Public 
Library:  Special Storytime at 11 a.m. and 
fun crafts for children until 1 p.m.  Come 
and see what your library has to offer!  For 
more information, visit http://tinyurl.com/
hnmxtag or call the library at 845-279-
6421.  

Shed your winter blues, get re-energized 
and ready for spring at Mahopac Library.  
Pick up a museum pass, join a book group, 
attend a drop-in adult coloring session, 
and more. Registration is requested for all 
of the Library’s wellness events; no Library 
card required.  For fee-based programs, 
register at the Library’s Information Desk. 
Additional information can be obtained by 
calling 845-628-2009, ext 100
Monday’s

Knitting instructor, Pascale Zeynali, 
returns to the Brewster Public Library to 
teach a second session of knitting classes 
for children.  This four-week program is 
for beginners, as well as those who want 
to improve on the skills they have already 
learned.  The classes will be held from 5 
p.m.-6 p.m on Mondays, February 8, 22, 
29 and March 7.  Supplies will be provided 
for all newcomers; students who attended 
the previous class are asked to bring their 
supplies with them.  For ages 7 and up.  
Space is limited.  Registration is required.  
For additional information visit   http://
tinyurl.com/h9lnbjh or call the library at 
845-279-6421.  
Tuesday’s 

Baby Ballerinas Have a Ball in Beginner 
Class:  Enchanting introduction to dance 
for 2.5 – 4 year olds.  Baby Ballerinas is 
designed for the imaginative minds of 2.5 
to 4 year olds. This unique and enchanting 
learning experience focuses on combining 
movement, music and mostly just fun.  
This is the perfect class for the beginning 
student or the student who wants to have 
fun with no recital and no long-term 
commitment. Class is held on Tuesdays 
from 9:15 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. To register, call 
Seven Star School at 845-278-0728 or visit 
their state-of-the-art facility at 509 Route 
312 in Brewster. For more information 
about this and other programs visit them 
at www.SevenStarSchool.com

Art Class – Exploring Composition 
and Color Through Drawing and 
Watercolor Basics at Reed Library, 
Tuesdays through February 9. 10 a.m. to 
noon.  Participants will be guided through 
a five week session of basic drawing and 
watercolor painting lessons in which the 
focus will be on composition and color.  
Registration is required, 845-225-2439

The Great Courses: How to Draw:  
Patterson Library, 1167 Rte. 311 Patterson.  
Tuesdays and Thursdays until February 
18 at 1 p.m. Don’t sit home this winter! 
Video course presented by world-renown 
professor David Brody. You’ll study the 
core principles of drawing including: line, 
proportion, composition, value, light and 
shadow, texture, color, and figure drawing 
plus so much more. Bring your sketch pad 
& pencils and get ready to draw! See our 
calendar for recommended materials. To 
register or for more information, visit us 
online at www.pattersonlibrary.org and 
click on calendar or call 845-878-6121 x10. 
Free program.

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 012616

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail  
classifieds@

theexaminernews.com

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

DRIVERS
We want you! To DriveAway our new 
box trucks to customers nationwide. Will 
Train. No CDL Required. Next day pay! 
Please call (574)213-8277

HELP WANTED
Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Op-
erator Career! We Offer Training and Cer-
tifications Running Bulldozers, Backhoes 
and Excavators. Lifetime Job Placement. 
VA Benefits Eligible! 1-866-362-6497

NEW YEAR, NEW AIRLINE CAREERS  
ñGet trained as FAA certified Aviation 
Technician. Financial aid for qualified 
students. Job placement assistance. Over-
night classes available. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LAND FOR SALE
REPO LAND BARGAINS!Cooperstown 
Lakes Region & Catskill Mountains! 5 
acres- $19,900 11 acres- $39,900 Streams, 
lake access, mountain views! Clear title, 
fully guaranteed transaction! Owner fi-
nancing! Call 888-905-8847. NewYork-
LandandLakes.com

LEGALS
LEGAL NOTICE OF FORMATION 
OF PARANDA MEDIA, LLC, ARTS 
OF ORG. filed with Sect’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 4/11/2006. Office in Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served, SSNY shall mail 
process to: 80 Vaughn Ave, New Ro-
chelle, NY 10801. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF GELIX, 
LLC. Art. of Org. filed with Sec’y of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 9/17/2015. Office 
location in Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 333 N. Bed-
ford Rd. Ste. 230, Mt. Kisco, NY 10549. 
Purpose: any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of Thrive HR Solu-
tions, LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY  
on 7/27/15. Office in Westchester County.  
SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: United States Corpora-

tion Agents, 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 
202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of M.J. Fish LLC 
filed with the Secretary of State of NY on 
November 17, 2015.  SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against may be served.  Office Lo-
cation: Westchester County.  SSNY shall 
mail process to 302 West Main Street, 
Suite 155, Avon, CT 06001.

Notice of Formation of HSN Prop-
erty, LLC Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY 
on 11/27/15. Offc. Loc: Westchester Cty. 
SSNY design. As agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to the LLC, 2 
Overhill Road Suite 260, Scarsdale, NY 
10583. Purpose: any lawful business ac-
tivity. 

Notice of Formation of Invariably Digi-
tal, LLC Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY on 
9/9/2015. Office Location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: In-
variably Digital LLC, 143 Park Dr, East-
chester, NY 10709 Purpose: any lawful 
purpose

Notice of Formation of Jenny Dobell 
Gardenscaping, LLC Art. Of Org. filed 
with SSNY on 12/17/15. Offc. Loc: West-
chester Cty. SSNY desig. as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to the 
LLC, 10 Central Ave. Rye, NY, 10580. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of Sabina Global 
Communities, LLC. Sabinagc.com filed 
with Department of State of New York 
on 8/28/15. Office location: Westches-

ter County. United States Corporation 
Agents, Inc. Suite 202; 7014 13th Avenue 
Brooklyn NY 11228 designated as agent of
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to United States 
Corporation Agents, Inc. Suite 202; 
7014 13th Avenue Brooklyn NY 11228.  
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics, 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation.

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49
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Ram Nation Rises!
Carmel Crushes Mahopac, 81-57

With the better part of  his raucous student body backing him up, Carmel senior Matt Haughney bears down on Mahopac F Jonathan Jacklett. who fires J in the Rams' 81-57 League I-A victory over visiting 
Mahopac last Tuesday when the Rams saw senior G Ryan Train drop a game-high 20 points and improved to 9-6 overall while the Indians fell to 6-9... see Boys Hoops Notebook
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

So I was really glad I got to see Hen 
Hud senior Jesse Breeding in person last 
Thursday in the Sailors’ 42-37 League I-B 
win over Panas, and was even happier to 
see the Panthers give the kind of effort I had 

expected from Coach Sully’s squad in the 
Lakeland debacle a week before. Breeding 
was closely hawked by the Panthers, David 
Reynoso in particular, but the Sailors 
(10-5) toughed out a close one with great 
defense down the stretch and a couple of 
clutch hoops.

“I was very happy with our effort and the 
fact we were playing as a team,” Panther 
Coach Shawn Sullivan said. “We still had 
too many turnovers (16) and missed too 
many open looks.  I thought Reynoso did 
a great job on Breeding (15 rebounds) and 
our overall team defense was good. It’s 
frustrating because kids are working hard 

but struggling to get the wins right now.”
When a team holds Breeding to 12 points, 

they’ve done their job, but the better team 
hit the key shots down the stretch, including 
unsung Thomas Maloney (12 points, 10 
rebounds), who sealed the deal with two 
clutch hoops. Panther C Shakiem White 
dropped a dime on the Sailors and had one 

of the more fantastic blocks 
of the season when he pinned 
Breeding to the backboard in 
the third quarter. It was clean 
and mean and exemplified 
how Panas (7-8) is supposed 
to play.

“Anytime we play a down 
the road rival like Panas, 
especially at their place, we 
know we are in for a dog fight,” 
Sailor skipper Jordan Hirsch 
said. “Shawn (Sullivan) is so 
good at making things tough 
on your offensive strengths; 
so for different guys to make 
some key plays when we 
needed them was really great 
to see. I did think we lacked 
some fire and focus during 
points of the game which 
led to some poor decisions 
and poor shooting. With that 
being said, the guys found 
a way to grind out the game 
and finish when we needed it 
most. We clearly have things 
we need to improve upon and 
we will evaluate this game 
experience and go back to 
work.”

If the Sailors are really going to turn 
the corner this season, the 12 man is 
going to have to anchor down and come 
out much stronger than they did against 
Panas, which is a freaking hop, skip and 
a jump from the @HenHudFanBase. The 
HHBleachercreatures essentially ignored 
Coach Jordan Hirsch’s Twitter plea to show 
up: Calling all @HenHudFanBase to make 
short trip to Walter Panas tomorrow for 
a 5:45pm tip off. Any road warriors out 
there? @HenHudBall.

In case you don’t get it: That’s your coach 
basically begging for your help, gang, and 
the turnout was poor for both fan bases, 
which was totally unexpected and not what 
we had hoped for…

OSSINING, currently ranked No.7 in 
Section 1 Class AA bracketology, could 
find itself as a County Center Final 4 dark 
horse if Coach Casey’s Price can play at an 
optimal level in the post season. Ossining 
(11-4) has more talent and length than 
most teams in Class AA, but the Pride has 
shown some degree of Helter Skelter in 
their sets from time to time.

If Casey can somehow get the unit to 
play with discipline when restraint and 
patience are called for, Ossining has the 
capability of pulling off a quarterfinal win 
and reaching the County Center for the 
first time since 1982. Senior F Obie Toppin, 
senior G AJ Stokeley and sophomore G 

Alan Griffin are getting most of the PUB 
but the role players have truly panned out, 
which means guys are buying in to what 
Casey’s putting down. Should the Pride 
continue to do so, and truly begin to play 
ball selflessly, they just might end this 34-
year County Center drought, which makes 
the Pride the Chicago Cubs of Section 1…

KENNEDY CATHOLIC improved to 
15-2 overall and 9-0 in CHSAA League 
play by defeating league rival McClancy, 
47-40, in Somers last Friday. Ranked No.6 
in the New York State Class A rankings, 
the Gaels were led by Junior forward 
Malachi de Sousa’s 21 points while guard 
Jordan Wright chipped in with nine points 
and center Kevin Buron added 8. Coach 
Al Morales’ Gaels are for real folks, and 
repeating as city champions is upon the list 
of short-term goals. The way de Sousa is 
lighting up foes, ya gotta like their chances.

  Section 1 is getting little to no love in 
the NYSSWA poll. With just four ranked 
clubs – Mt. Vernon, TZ, PV and Briarcliff 
-- two of which are in Class B, and only one 
of which hails from this neck of the woods 
(Class B No.14 Putnam Valley), the state 
pollsters are essentially slapping Section 1 
in the face. We have had some down years 
before in these parts, but 2016 is one of the 
leaner years this scribe has ever chronicled, 
so who’s going to be that team to emerge 
from the doldrums of despair and shock 
the section and the state? 

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Panas C Shakiem White pins this shot from Hen Hud F Jesse Breeding to backboard in Panthers’ 42-37 
loss to visiting Sailors last Thursday.

Hen Hud Slips Past Panas, Falls to League Favorite Beacon
Ossining Seeks to End County Center Drought

Ossining senior Obie Toppin has wrecked opposing defenders this 
season.
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Boys Hoops NotebookSports
NWE/PUTNAM 
FAB FIVE POLL
(Section 1 teams 
only)

No.1 PUTNAM 
VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s state-
ranked (No.14) 
Class B Tigers 
(12-2) are going to 
need some tough 
scrimmages to 
prepare them for 
the post season 
because they 
won’t see anybody 
as good as No.4 
Briarcliff until 
they go for the 
gold ball, God 
willing. I mean, 
senior F Joe Spinola outscored Pawling 
13-0 in first Q of a 72-29 blowout, and 

there’s more of that to come with N. Salem 
(2X) and Pawling (again) on the back end. 
Tigers are No.2 in bracketology and appear 

to be on a collision course with 
Briarcliff. 

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach 
Downes’ Class AA Huskers 
(8-5) are still looking like the 
only team in League I-D with 
an outside chance to upset 
defending champion Fox Lane 
(Wed. 6:15 pm), which could 
end up the No.1 seed ahead of 
state-ranked (No.16) Mount 
Vernon. The Huskers, No.12 in 
bracketology, were stoked after 
a huge 43-42 win over Ossining 
for Husker tourney title, in which 
Jesse Bambach (12 points, 9 
boards) and Ryan Hill (10 points, 
5 rebounds, 3 steals, 3 assists) got 
it done. If it all comes together, 
and Tanner Dyslin comes back 
healthy, why not Yorktown taking 
out a top 4-5 seed in the quarters 
with a chance for County Center?

No.3 OSSINING –  Coach 
Casey’s Class AA Pride (11-4), 
No.7 in bracketology, saw Griffin 
dump a career-high 30 points 

to go with 10 rebounds 
while Toppin went for 20 
& 7 in a rout of Lakeland. 
Will be very interested 
to see how Wednesday’s 
rematch with host Hen 
Hud plays out.

No.4 HEN HUD – 
Coach Hirsch’s Class A 
Sailors (10-5), No.9 in 
bracketology, should end 
up in a quarterfinal fight 
for their lives with a Final 
4 shot on the line; what 
would be Hen Hud’s first 
since 1991, circa Chris 
Kelly, Ted Leshinski, 
Chris Talma, Tim 
McNulty, Keith Friedman 

and them Mauro brothers, Will and Slack.
No.5 CARMEL – Coach Venditto’s Class 

AA Rams (9-6), No.9 in bracketology, sure 
did put the smackdown on rival Mahopac 
last Tuesday behind 20 points from Train 
and another 16 from Ryan Sullivan, a 
career-high. Train scored 22 in a 44-42 
win over Arlington as well, but losses to 
Lourdes and RCK left us feeling somewhat 
hollow. Still, the Rams have won 8 of 10 and 
could be in a position to get a home playoff 
game and maybe even a quarterfinal road 
game if they bring the A-game.

No.5A BREWSTER – Coach Nelly’s 
Class A Bears (7-8), No.17 in bracketology, 
hold quality W’s over Put Valley, Yorktown, 
Beacon and RCK but inexplicable losses to 
Somers, Lakeland and Greeley; making the 
Bears the most enigmatic club in this neck 
of the woods. Still, you cannot discount the 
quality of those wins.

HM PANAS – Coach Sully’s Class A 
Panthers (7-8), No.21 in bracketology, gave 
an honest effort against Hen Hud, which is 
more than we can say about the lackluster 
effort against Lakeland. Looks like they will 
have to play their way in to the field of 16.

HM MAHOPAC – Coach Simone’s Class 
AA Indians (6-9), No.16 in bracketology, 
must have slept-walked their way through 
the Carmel clash, because in no world 
we know do the Rams generally throw a 
24-point beatdown on the Indians. But this 
was as real as it gets and the rematch on 
Feb.4th at Mahopac better have a whole lot 
more fervor in order to erase the pain of an 
embarrassing effort that lives with athletes 
for a long, long time.

HM HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
Class C Blue Devils (9-7), No.1 in 
bracketology, are beating the teams they 
should be beating but will it be enough to 
three-peat as Section 1 champs for the first 
time school history with Hamilton and 

Tuckahoe and Keio bearing down in the 
post?

HM LAKELAND – Coach Fallo’s Class 
A Hornets (7-8), No.18 in bracketology, 
had won 4 of 5 before getting smoked 
at Ossining, so we’re holding out hope 
they can crack the field of 16 and win an 
opening-round clash by creating some 
tough matchups inside. 

HM SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s Class 
A Tuskers (4-11), No.23 in bracketology, 
had best be ready for Brewster and John Jay 
this week because both are gunning for the 
Tuskers after having lost during Somers’ 
three-game win streak, which has ended 
abruptly with four-straight losses.

BILL KENNEDY PHOTO

Carmel’s Ryan Train and Ryan Sullivan put the clamps on Mahopac’s Jonathan 
Jacklett (24) in Rams’ rout of  Indians last Tuesday.

Carmel senior G Quinn Willman fires a shot in the Rams’ 81-57 League 
I-A victory over visiting Mahopac last Tuesday.

Panas G Brandon Hodge goes to the finger roll in 
the Panthers’ 42-37 loss to visiting Hen Hud last 
Thursday.

Hen Hud sophomore G Dylan Fraser fires J in 
Sailors’ win over Panthers.

Hen Hud junior F Thomas Maloney goes up for two 
of  his 10 points in 42-37 win over Panas.

Hen Hud senior Nick Marra goes baseline against Panther 
Stephan Reyes in Sailors’ win over Panthers.

BILL KENNEDY PHOTO
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Somers’ Rosenzweig Cops Con Ed; Put Valley Thriving
By Tony Pinciaro & Ray Gallagher

SOMERS is having a season for the 
ages, possibly the best in school history 
before all is said and done. Senior Gabby 
Rosenzweig would fulfill her legacy with a 
trip to the County Center, what would be 
the first time ever; best anyone at Somers 
can recollect. Rosenzweig is putting up the 
kind of well-rounded numbers that few 
before her ever have at Somers, including 
20.7 PPG, 7 APG and 3.5 steals.  

Those numbers, plus those in the 
classroom, propelled Rosenzweig to 
rarified air last week as she was named 
the Con Ed Award winner for Section 1’s 
premier student athlete of the week.

“We are beyond thrilled for Gabby,” 
Somers Coach Kristi Dini said. “To say 
that she is deserving of this would be an 
understatement. She is beyond deserving 
of this exemplary honor.”

Tuskers before Rosenzweig, including 
greats like Jackie Goldner and Jackie 
Mynarski before her, have tried to reach 
the County Center and come up short. 
Somers had some great players prior 
to those two, with the likes of Joanne 
Balsamo and Nicole Harold, too, but those 
in the know, including former Coach 
Leigh Urso-Fiorito don’t recall a definitive 
Final 4 team. But these Tuskers are hell-
bent on making history…

The PUTNAM VALLEY senior quartet 
of Reena Olsen, Alyssa Stockinger, Alex 
Knight and Stephanie Wagner experienced 
a tough first two years on varsity as the 
Tigers won three games combined.

Despite this, Olsen and her classmates 
persevered and knew that the program 
was progressing in the right direction.

The foursome was instrumental in 
helping Putnam Valley increase its win 
total to five in the 2014-15 season. Now, 
the seniors, along with their teammates 
are enjoying the continued rebirth as the 

Tigers sport a 9-6 record.
Putnam Valley registered its ninth 

win with a 65-30 triumph of Pawling. 
Stockinger led the team with 14 points, 
Knight added 11 points and 11 rebounds 
and Olsen finished with 12 points, four 

assists and four rejections.
Olsen, who will be attending 

Cornell in the fall, attributes 
some of Putnam Valley’s 
progress to the arrival of Coach 
Nick Lenhard, now in his third 

season.
“Since coach has been here, I think 

we’re definitely more about teamwork, 
instead of one player doing the scoring,” 
Olsen said. “We began moving the ball 
more, sharing the ball more and it was 
more of a team effort. We were seeing 
that in games and producing.

“We were a younger team my 
sophomore year, but you could see the 
potential in all of us and with one or two 
more years, the growth we had.”

Along with the core-four seniors, 
Putnam Valley welcomed back 
sophomores Morgan Winogradoff, 
Maria Tomais and Catherine Mazza. 
Seven returning players, including all 
five starters, gave Putnam Valley an 
experience factor right from day one.

“It’s been great and has brought us a 
lot closer as a team,” Olsen said. “You can 
see the excitement and the fight we play 
with. We really want it this year and it is 
showing because teams we’ve played and 
lost to the last three years, now we are 

winning those games.”
Olsen and her fellow seniors are quite 

happy with the season, to date, but they 
are hoping for more.

“We’re just really proud, excited 
and happy to be leaving our mark, but 
hopefully, this year we can keep winning,” 
Olsen said. “We have our eye on the league 
title and it’s also something we’re pushing 

for.”
BREWSTER swept John 

Jay-Cross River (39-29), 
Horace Greeley (40-32) 
and North Salem (52-24) 
extending its streak to seven 
wins in its last eight games. 
The Bears are now 13-3 on 
the season.

 Even though Brewster 
Coach Mike Castaldo said his 
team struggled, somewhat, 
offensively, the Bears have 
been doing it with defense. 
It has been a driving force 
during this current stretch.

“I tell the girls that I can’t 
coach your effort on defense 
and never a day you can’t play 
defense, and the girls have 
responded to this,” Castaldo 
said.  “Each practice we start 
with a defensive drill and 
box-out and we’ve done this 
since November and the girls 
have really embraced this.”

Castaldo said the girls 
take a cue from senior F 
Frannie Merkel.

“The defense stems from Frannie’s 
intensity and it trickles down to each 
player,” Castaldo said. “The girls 
understand the importance of playing 
defense. We made that one of our goals 
this season, to hold teams under 40 points 
a game.

“It’s been very impressive and I couldn’t 
be more proud of the girls. We’ve been in 
some closes games, had the lead and given 
up the lead, but the girls have responded. 
“We start with wanting to get three stops 
in a row.”

Merkel led the way against North Salem 
with 16 points and 18 rebounds. Virgina 
Wheatley added eight points and Jess 
Miele netted seven points.

Medina finished with a game-high 19 
points against Greeley and Merkel had 
eight points and 23 rebounds. Merkel 
checked in with 16 points and 23 rebounds 
as Brewster opened its week with the win 
over John Jay. Medina added 12 points. 
Merkel had a 20-plus double-double 
against Yorktown with 22 points and 23 
rebounds during the start of an incredible 
stretch.

OSSINING ran its winning streak 
to seven consecutive by sweeping the 
Lakeland School District – 102-67 over 
Lakeland and 89-40 over Panas.

All-NYS senior Shadeen Samuels 
poured in 48 points and added 15 
rebounds, five assists and five steals 
against Lakeland. Jaida Strippoli had 18 
points, five assists and three steals and 
Kelsey Quain contributed 12 points.

The freshmen tandem of Aubrey Griffin 
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Brewster’s Dayja Medina goes for two of  her game-high 18 
points against Greeley’s Alexis Klein in Bears’ win over Quakers.

Somers’ Jackie Penzo has the inside track on Fox Lane 
Tara Lombardi in Tuskers’ 57-45 win over Foxes.

RAY GALLAGHER/RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS

Brewster’s Jess Miele pulls up for jumper on 
Quaker Kelsey Genda in Bears’ win.

Somers freshman G Livy Lipski has been 
spectacular for the streaking Tuskers this season.

continued on next page
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THE SHRUB OAK ATHLETIC CLUB
Will be taking registrations for Baseball, Lacrosse and Softball atLakeland Copper Beach Middle School on Route 132 on the following dates:

2016 SPRING SEASON:

Birth or Baptismal certificates are required for all new registrants. An additional fee of $20 per participant will be charged
after January 30th. All returned checks will be subject to a $25. bank charge.

Lacrosse Fee: $80.00 • Travel $125• Baseball Fee: $140.00 •Softball Fee: $140.00 • Family Membership Fee: included in fees

Instructional League: Boys: Ages 5 & 6 • Girls Ages 5 & 6

For further information 
Softball Director-Mike Houlihan 962-7099 • Baseball Director: Vinny Fiorillo 962-7099

Girls’ Lacrosse Director Vin Collins TeamCollins8@verizon.net

BASEBALL - BOYS
Bantams Minors Majors Pony
Ages 7-8 9 & 10 11 & 12 13 -16

BASEBALL - GIRLS
Bantams Minors Majors Pony
Ages 7-8 9 & 10 11 & 12 13 -16

GIRLS LACROSSE GRADES 1-2 CLINIC • TRAVEL GRADES 3-8
Tues., Jan 26 7pm-9pm • Sat., Jan 30 9am-2pm

BASEBALL/SOFTBALL 
Sat., Jan 23 9am-2pm
Sat., Jan 30 9am-12pm

Boys: Ages 5-16 Girls: Ages 5-16
Tues, Jan 26, 7pm-9pm
Sat, Feb 6, 9am-12pm

S.O.A.C. VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE
Season: MARCH 7 - JUNE 11

Age Divisions:
ROOKIES GIRLS & BOYS IN GRADES 3-4
MINORS GIRLS & BOYS IN GRADES 5-6-7
MAJORS GIRLS & BOYS IN GRADES 8-9

*Net Height Adjusted and use of Lighter Volleyballs per age group
Sign Ups: COPPER BEECH MIDDLE SCHOOL CAFETERIA

TUES.1/26 7pm-9pm • SATURDAY 1/30 9am-12 Noon
SAT. FEB. 6TH

VOLLEYBALL FEE: $110 • SOAC FAMILY MEMBERSHIP INCLUDED IN FEE

For Further Information Contact: Joe Felipe, Volleyball Coordinator
jfelipe_127@hotmail.com

Somers’ Rosenzweig Cops Con Ed; Put Valley Thriving
continued from previous page
and Kialah Harris led the way with 24 and 
19 points, respectively. Quain chipped in 
with 12 points.

CARMEL coach Dan O’Hare was 
pleased with his young team’s progress 
despite two tough losses to Arlington (55-
46) and John Jay-East Fishkill (40-39).

Freshman Claire Cody finished with 18 
points and four assists and senior Hana 
Riddle added 13 points against Arlington. 
Cody led Carmel in scoring, with 17 
points, against John Jay.

“Considering that Arlington beat us by 
31 points two weeks ago, our team showed 
significant improvement in many facets of 
the game,” O’Hare said.

PANAS split its two games, dropping an 
89-40 verdict to Ossining, but rebounding 
to sink Hen Hud, 46-28.

Melissa Keefe filled the stat sheet with 10 
points, 14 rebounds and six blocks. Julia 
Araujo added eight points while Danielle 
Merante and Carlyn Mucci added nine 
points and eight rebounds apiece.

LAKELAND had a busy, 
difficult week. The Hornets 
lost to sectional runner-up 
Peekskill (67-55) and AA 
champion Ossining (102-67). 
Lakeland rebounded to beat 
Croton, 58-26.

Colleen Walsh had 17 points 
and Alexa Cole netted 13 in the 
victory over Croton.

Jordyn Coitino led Lakeland 
in scoring with a season-high 
23 points against Peekskill and 
18 points against Ossining. 
Walsh added 17 points against 
Ossining while Val Potenza 
and Jess Ascencao each had 10 
points against Peekskill.

Along with the setback 
to Panas, HEN HUD had a 
tough loss, 51-47, to Beacon 
as the Bulldogs outscored the 
Sailors, 17-9 in the fourth 
quarter. Maria Scalf 
finished with a team-leading 
17 points and added four steals. 
Kamryn Sherman added eight 
points and four assists and 
Jackie Raguso collected seven 
rebounds.Brewster’s Taylor Riccardi goes up for an easy two in win over 

Greeley.

PV’s Johnson Cited for 
Excellence

Putnam Valley Administrative Assistant Rosie Johnson (R) -- the back bone of  PV athletics for 
much of  the last decade -- poses with PV Athletic Director Brian Burrow last week after Johnson 
was named the Section 1 Administrative Assistant of  the Year.
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Brewster 
Senior 

Posting 
Monster 
Numbers 
for 13-3 

Bears

‘Fran’tastic!

Brewster senior forward Frannie Merkel 
has done it all for the 13-3 Bears this 
season, including four straight games of  
16-plus rebounds, plus eight points and 
17 rebounds against Lauren Brown’s 
Horace Greeley Quakers last Thursday 
in a 40-32 Brewster win. The Plattsburg-
bound Merkel topped off  the week with 
another double-double, dropping 16 
points while inhaling 18 boards in a 52-
24 romp of  North Salem Friday... see Girls’ 
Hoops Notebook


