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By David Propper
A new chairperson was named to lead 

the Putnam County Legislature last week, 
and after the past couple years brought 
tense debate, the appointment of Ginny 
Nacerino was rather controversy free. 

In an 8-1 vote, Nacerino was selected 
to replace Carl Albano as chair of 
the legislature. The Republican from 
Patterson fresh off a successful re-election 
bid had previously been the vice-chair of 
the lawmaking body. Assuming her old 
position was Legislator Joe Castellano, 
who also is starting another three-year 
term.

Nacerino is the third woman to earn the 
title of chairperson. She is the first since 
2012, when another former legislator from 
Patterson, Mary Conklin, was tabbed. The 

first ever woman was the late Ethel Forkell 
in 1979 when the county moved from a 
board of supervisors to a legislature and 
county executive government. 

In an interview, Nacerino said she 
was “humbled, honored and proud” to 
be selected to her new position. She had 
a long list of issues the legislature would 
be ready to face, including emergency 
services, police consolidation, Tilly Foster 
Farm, expansion of the Carmel senior 
center that also serves Patterson and 
Southeast seniors, the annual budget, and 
roads and infrastructure.  

“I can certainly say that I’m fair and I 
can be objective,” Nacerino said. “I believe 
that each individual is entitled to their 
own opinion and respected.”

Legislator Bill Gouldman, who 

nominated Nacerino, said she had the 
character and qualities to be a “true 
leader.” Gouldman went on to call 
Nacerino “the voice of moderation, the 
voice of reason, and the voice of decency 
in public service.”

Legislator Barbara Scuccimarra added 
Nacerino brings a “common sense 
approach” to proposed legislation and 
ideas. 

Castellano was nominated by Albano, 
who noted Castellano is “extremely 
devoted” to his position and has voted 
consistently with “careful consideration 
and logic.” Nacerino described Castellano 
as “a good listener and always has the best 
interest of the people of Putnam County 

By David Propper
As one incumbent announced his 

intention to not run for re-election, 
another candidate for the same seat 
officially kicked off her campaign last 
week in hopes of representing parts of 
Putnam and Westchester counties. 

Assemblyman Steve Katz, whose seat 
represents the 94th assembly district, 
confirmed he is going to stick with a pledge 
to term-limit himself out of office after six 
years in New York’s legislative body. The 
outspoken Republican lawmaker said he’s 
come to the “heartfelt conclusion” that it’s 
time to step down at the end of his current 
term that expires at the end of this year.

Within an hour of Katz’s announcement, 
Mahopac resident and Town of Carmel 
Councilwoman Suzi McDonough sent 
out a press release stating she is now 
a candidate for Katz’s seat. Previously, 
McDonough had formed an exploratory 
committee for the seat.

Calling himself a “citizen legislator,” 
Katz said he ran for office because he 
had a civic duty to make a change in his 
community and fight against the “political 
machine in Albany.” 

Katz owns and runs a veterinarian 
clinic in the Bronx and has recently 
started a venture in Colorado where he 
founded a new company dedicated to 
selling cannabis-based treatments for 
animals. The company is called Therabis 
and is already producing three products 
for dogs and hired 20 employees within 
the first month.

Katz said he planned to start the 
business in Putnam, but erred against 
it because New York remains 50th in 
desirability to start a business. 

As Katz was announcing his decision 
to step down, McDonough was officially 
entering her name as a candidate for the 
seat. 
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Legislator Ginny Nacerino is the new chairperson 
of  the Putnam County Legislature. 
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A Carmel-based dog grooming business went up in flames last Tuesday in the early 
morning, as firefighters from several departments battled the fierce blaze in near freezing 
temperatures. Guchi Dog Grooming & Supplies, which also is a two-story home, was 
destroyed as drivers only saw a heap of  rumble along Gleneida Avenue by early morning 
rush hour Tuesday. No one was injured and no dogs were in the house at the time of  the 
fire, according to multiple reports. The cause of  the fire is unclear.

Fire Rips Through 
Dog Grooming Biz
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By David Propper
A Putnam Valley resident is still 

fighting a Putnam Valley school district 
referendum that passed last month, and 
has now taken it all the way to New York 
State on appeal.

Dan Vera, a five-year resident and 
Putnam Valley School Citizen Advisory 
Committee member filed an appeal 
with state Education Commissioner 
MaryEllen Elia in hopes of overturning 
a Dec. 8 vote in which voters narrowly 
signed off on a capital reserve fund the 
district could use for future facility 
projects. The final tally was 258 in favor 
and 213 against. Vera also hopes a stay 
is imposed to prevent any money from 
going into the fund at this point.

Vera said he thought the district 
conducted the vote “underhandedly” and 
once he found out it could be challenged, 
he took immediate action. He found 70 
residents within the district to sign an 
affidavit stating they would have voted 
against the referendum if they knew 
about the reserve fund vote or had been 
able to vote if it were more accessible. 

Vera noted the voting hours were only 
3 p.m. to 9 p.m. and during the evening 
hours, finding parking at the high school 
where the poll took place was nearly 
impossible because of two school events 
at the time, forcing Vera to park his 
pickup truck on the grass. School ballots 

usually take place also at the elementary 
school, but instead this time it took place 
only at the high school, Vera Says. 

The district also sent information to 
residents as bulk mail, Vera asserted, 
which doesn’t get forwarded to people 
who have homes in warmer climates 
during the winter months. Vera estimated 
there are 122 residents in Putnam Valley 
that have second homes out of town. 

“That just shows you that either people 
didn’t know or people couldn’t vote,” 
Vera said. “That was unscrupulous of the 
school.”

Vera wants a re-vote for the capital 
reserve held in May when the school 
budget is also voted on. 

Vera knows it’ll be an uphill battle to 
overturn the vote, going up against an 
attorney paid for by the school district “to 
do everything to discredit my petition.” 
Vera is representing himself. 

“That’s my biggest fear,” he said. 
“They’ll have some high price lawyer at 
the taxpayer cost to fight my petition.” 

Putnam Valley Superintendent of 
Schools Fran Wills said in an email the 
district was confident the commissioner 
of education would uphold the special 
vote. The district submitted opposition to 
petitioner’s request that the commissioner 
issue a stay. 

There were a variety of ways the district 
made the referendum public dating back 

to August, Wills said. 
She stressed there is no requirement 

that the building conditions survey 
be completed and approved before 
submitting a proposition to the voters to 
establish the capital reserve fund, which 
was another criticism of Vera’s. Wills 
also stressed the district is not placing 
$10 million in the fund and it may never 
reach that level of money, which has been 
a rumor around town.

Wills reiterated the capital reserve is for 
future buildings and facilities and each 
time money is used from that fund, voters 
must again approve the expenditure 

through ballot. Money is only put in the 
fund if and when there is excess money 
from that year’s budget and if the school 
board decides to place it there. 

“Although the district has provided 
detailed information regarding the 
December 8 Special District vote and 
although the petitioner is a member 
of the District’s Citizens Advisory 
Committee and Audit Committee and 
was even present at our August 2015 
Goals Setting Meeting, he is stating that 
he and the community were inadequately 
notified of the vote,” Wills stated. “This is 
simply not the case.” 

Resident Submits Appeal Against PV School Referendum

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
The entrance of  the high school in Putnam Valley where a special vote took place last month.
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McDonough said she was entering 
the race after the response she received 
over the last several months was 
“overwhelming.” She stated she was 
looking forward to running a “positive 
campaign with a conservative message 
and bring the people’s voice to Albany.” 

“Whether the incumbent is in or out, I 
am in this race to win it. Frankly, he seems 
to blow with the wind, and we are ready 

for any challenge,” McDonough said of 
Katz. “Should he choose not to run, I 
wish him all the best. The hard working 
voters of this district deserve a serious, 
conservative voice that is truly committed 
to public service for the right reasons.”

Putnam Republican Committee 
Chairman Tony Scannapieco said there 
are two other Putnam Republicans in the 
district interested in the seat, but nothing 
has been finalized yet. There is also a 

Republican from Somers in Westchester 
who might be eying the seat, Scannapieco 
said. 

As election season kicks into high gear 
later this year and interested candidates 
come forward to the Putnam Republican 
Committee to gain its endorsement, 
Scannapieco noted he isn’t sure how 
much support McDonough could garner 
because of her connection to controversial 
former New York State senator Greg Ball, 
who retired from public life in 2014. Ball, 
now the CEO of his own consulting firm, 
is assisting with McDonough’s campaign. 

“She doesn’t think she has a problem, 
she’s been told by a lot of us the problem 
is she’s affiliated with Greg Ball,” 
Scannapieco said, noting people are fed 
up with the way Ball ran campaigns, 
which included nasty mailers and fierce 
attacks.

Katz has also previously voiced his 
displeasure with McDonough running for 
the seat because Ball is working with her 
and even resulted in him reconsidering 
his pledge to term-limit himself out. 

Instead, he’s following through on his 
pledge and urged others to limit how long 
they serve going forward.

“I have been outspoken about the 
implementation of term limits in our 
legislative body in order to eliminate 
corruption,” Katz said. “I am staying true 
to my word and will term limit myself out 
and set an example for the other members 
to follow.”  

at heart.”
The lone legislator to vote against the 

appointments was Republican Roger 
Gross of Southeast. 

Gross said he voted against Nacerino 
and Castellano because he questioned 
how independent they were from the 
county executive office. 

“The legislature is sliding toward 
being basically an extension of the 
administration,” Gross said. “And I had 
some questions of credibility and trust 
with those two and I wasn’t comfortable 
with them being in positions of 
leadership.”

Gross added there’s a perception “inside 
the beltway and out in the community” 
that the “concept of checks and balances” in 

Putnam is “minimal.” 
After being on the 
legislature almost 
as long as former 
chairman Carl Albano 
and Legislator Dini 
LoBue, Gross admitted 
he’s disappointed he 
hasn’t been tapped for 
a leadership role. In 
2014 and 2015, Gross 
had been nominated 
for chairman and 
vice-chairman, but fell 
short both times. 

Nacerino scoffed 
at Gross’ notion, 

calling it an “inaccurate 
assumption” and noted 

Gross has tried to cast that same net 
about other legislators, which is “simply 
foolhardy.”

Nacerino said she has a good working 
relationship with the administration and 
believes in effective collaboration and 
communication. Mutual decisions can 
still be reached, while maintaining checks 
and balances, she said. 

“I believe having the mindset that east 
is east and west is west contributes to the 
dysfunction we see in the government,” 
Nacerino stated. “I am proud of my 
independent voice on the Legislature, 
as well as my seven-year tenure on the 
Patterson Town Board. The 8-1 vote 
cast by my fellow colleagues, in support 
obviously dispels such absurdity.”

Nacerino Tapped to Lead County Legislature in 2016

Katz to Leave State Assembly; McDonough Officially Seeking Seat

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Assemblyman Steve Katz announced he won’t 
seek re-election. 

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Legislator Roger Gross (left) voted against fellow Southeast Republican 
Joe Castellano being appointed vice-chairman.
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By David Propper
The Brewster Theater Company is 

seeking funds and a location for a new 
theater space in the Brewster/Southeast 
area, as the group is hoping to establish a 
permanent home for itself. 

According to a press release, a 
fundraising campaign is underway to 
create a Brewster Playhouse after the 
company has traveled for years to put on 
different shows in the community. With a 
new space, Brewster Theater members are 
contending it would lead to an economic 
boom throughout the village and town. 

The playhouse would be a 100-seat theater 
space and present shows or other events 
every Thursday through Sunday. 

With the new space, it would open 
up the BTC to more performances and 
theater and filmmaking workshops each 
year, according to the release. 

Resident Bob Dumont, who is the 
fundraising committee head and 
chairman of the Brewster Film Festival, 
gave the Brewster Village Board of 
Trustees details a couple months ago. One 
challenge is finding a location that can 
accommodate a hefty amount of parking, 

Dumont said. Around 50 to 60 parking 
spaces would be needed. 

Even the most rundown places in the 
village are seeking between $500,000 
and $1 million. The hope is to raise the 
necessary money and break ground 
roughly two years from now, Dumont 
said and have a new theater by the third 
year.

Right now, the BTC, a not for profit 
organization, can only afford to put on 
four or five shows per year, including one 
big show, Dumont said, because of rental 
fees. 

“We’re willing to raise the money, there 
are a lot of people behind us,” Dumont 
said. “But we are looking for the space to 
do it and house it.”

According to Stacy Dumont, the 
president of the BTC, for the last 16 years 
the company has performed “everywhere 
imaginable” including schools, libraries, 
churches and art studios. 

“You name it, we have been there. 
It is time for us to stop traveling and 
transporting our belongings all over 
town, Stacy Dumont said. “We are ready 
to create our own consolidated, consistent 
space.” 

“What we are most excited about is the 
ability to have everything in one space - a 
theater, scenic workshop, classrooms and 
a costume facility. To have our shows in 
one space where our audience can easily 
find us will be a big benefit,” Judy Brewster, 
who is also on the fundraising committee, 
added. “Our theater company embodies 
the true meaning of community. People of 
all ages, and from all walks of life, become 
part of the creative process to enrich their 
lives and form lasting friendships. Our 
diversity and contribution to the arts is 
essential to the community.”

Interested donors can pledge to support 
the theater on a one-time basis via their 
Crowdrise campaign or become one of their 
100 benefactors. A benefactor is a person 
who will pledge $21 a month for three (3) 
years or give a donation of $250 or more 
for three years.  All the money raised will 
go toward setting up the new theater space.

To contribute to the Brewster Playhouse 
Campaign on a one-time basis, visit their 
website at www.brewstertheatercompany.
org and click on the Capital Campaign 
tab. To become a benefactor, email info@
brewstertheatercompany.org or call Bob 
Dumont at 845 729 5107.

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Brewster Theater Company Pushes Fundraising for New Theater

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
BTC fundraising committee head Bob Dumont at a 
village meeting a couple of  months ago.
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By Neal Rentz
State Sen. Terrence Murphy 

(R-Yorktown) outlined some of the efforts 
the state legislature has undertaken this 
year to fight against the plague of illegal 
drugs last month before the Mount Kisco 
Village Board.

Murphy, co-chairman of the Senate’s 
Task Force on Heroin and Opioid Abuse, 
said the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention reported earlier this month 
that more than 47,000 Americans died 
in 2014 from drug overdoses. That 
represented a 14 percent increase over 
2013. 

Fighting heroin use has been one of 
Murphy’s priorities

“We need to do more,” he said. 
Many youngsters are initially addicted 

through the “over prescription” of 
painkillers such as Oxycontin, Murphy 
said. For example, a 16-year-old who has 
a tooth extraction could be prescribed up 
to 90 Oxycontin pills, he said.

A key legislative victory this year was 
expanding drug treatment options for 
addicts by providing more opportunities 
to qualify for drug court. Drug court can 
provide medical treatment for addiction 
as an alternative to prison sentences. 

Mayor Michael Cindrich said the village 
began a program to offer alternatives to 
jail time for substances abusers 26 years 
ago. The efforts of the village justices 

and resident Mel Berger, head of Mount 
Kisco’s Drug Council, have made the 
program a success, he said. 

Other municipalities in the state could 
use Mount Kisco as a model for their own 
drug courts, Cindrich added. 

Murphy touted his initiative to obtain a 
$250,000 state grant to provide Narcan, a 
medication used to reverse the effects of 
an opioid overdose, to school nurses. 

“That’s something I’m especially proud 
of,” he said.

Murphy also addressed other topics at 
the meeting. He urged for more business 
friendly policies, including eliminating 
unnecessary regulation, to encourage 
greater commercial investment.

Commercial development was a 
priority when he served on the Yorktown 
Town Board, Murphy said. The town was 
successful in attracting new businesses 
and a major renovation of the Jefferson 
Valley Mall.

Working on behalf of veterans has 
been another priority for Murphy. A 
major piece of legislation signed into 
law by Gov. Andrew Cuomo declared 
the Vietnam Veterans of America as a 
benevolent organization. The group’s 
new status enables it to provide the same 
benefits and honoraria that other veterans 
groups have offered such as the storage of 
records, flags and memorabilia for display 
in the state capitol in Albany, he said. 

In his first year as senator, Murphy 
said he strives to keep open lines of 
communication with his constituents.

“I can’t help you if I don’t know what 
you want,” he said. 

Murphy Outlines Steps Taken in Fight to Curtail Drug Abuse

NEAL RENTz PHOTO
State Sen. Terrence Murphy addressed the Mount Kisco Village Board last Tuesday night focusing on 
how he and other legislators are combating drug abuse in New York.
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By Arthur Cusano
Over the past few years, several national 

hair salon chains have started advertising 
a male-friendly environment, with TVs 
showing sports and comfy couches. 

But at Cut Zone in Mahopac, that’s 
all been part of the equation since they 
opened shop in Mahopac over five years 
ago. Owners Enzo Kiswani and Moe 
Aljamal maintain a relaxed, man-cave 
atmosphere while they and their staff offer 
everything from shape ups, tape ups, flat 
tops to hot towel shaves and beard trims.  

“The last two weeks were crazy with 
the holidays,” said Kiswani, who lives in 
Patterson. “We even had to extend the 
hours - we stayed open an extra four 
hours.”

Kiswani, 35, came to the U.S. from 
Jordan when he was 15 years old.  He first 
lived in the Bronx, where he learned to 
cut hair. 

“My uncle was a barber and my cousin 

was a barber,” he recalled. “It’s kind of a 
family thing.”

Kiswani’s cousin worked at a hair salon 
in the Jefferson Valley Mall, where met 
Aljamal, another Jordanian immigrant. 
The two eventually opened their own 
barbershop across the street where they 
stayed for seven years before moving. For 
the past five years they have been situated 
on Route 6, just up the road from the 
Mahopac Village Shopping Center. They 
marked the fifth anniversary two months 
ago, but the staff didn’t do anything 
different to celebrate, he said.

“We’re always celebrating here,” he said, 
laughing. “It’s always a party in this shop.”

TV screens often air live soccer 
matches, or an occasional video game 
soccer match between employees or 
music videos. While some might think 

that would attract a younger clientele, 
Kiswani said men of all ages come in to 
get cuts, and often bring their young 
children with them to get their hair cut.

“Our business is all word of mouth,” he 
said. “Everybody knows us around here. 
It’s the quality of work - we stand by our 
work.”

Weekends are always busy, but Kiswani 
said weekdays before 3 p.m. is the time 
come to avoid crowds.  

 Kiswani said those aspiring to enter the 
field have to take it seriously.  He and the 
other barbers are always on the lookout 
for new trending styles, and how to do 
them. The hot style of the moment, he 
said, is the comb over made popular by 
FIFA superstar Cristiano Ronaldo.

“There’s always something new for 
you to learn,” he said. “You have to stay 
consistent with your customers and 
you have to be here. This is art, it’s not 
just a job. And hair is very personal. 
Most people love their hair. There’s just 
something about hair where they want it 
done right and the way they want it done. 
If someone wants to do it just for the 
money, it’s not worth it.” 

Cut Zone is located at 288 Route 6 in 
Mahopac and is open Tuesday through 
Sunday.  For more information call 845-
621-4247.

PROVIDED PHOTO
Enzo Kiswani tends to a young customer at Cut 
zone in Mahopac. The barbershop just celebrated 
five years at its current location.

Cut Zone 
Mahopac
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‘We’re always 
celebrating here. It’s 

always a party in this 
shop.’- co-owner Enzo 

Kiswani
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Thomas John Kelly
Thomas John Kelly, 58 died on January 

3. He is survived by his loving wife Denise 
and his two loving children Taryn and 
Breezy. Thomas is pre-deceased by his 
parents Warren and Margaret Kelly and 
sister Peggy. Tom was a devoted New York 
City Firefighter for 17 years. He was a first 
responder on September 11, 2001. He will 
be deeply missed by his family, friends and 
his brothers from the FDNY.

Felix A. Cataldo
Felix A. Cataldo, age 85, of Brewster, 

formally of New Rochelle, died January 
5, at home with his family by his side. 
Felix was born on October 26, 1930 in 
Montefalcione, Italy son to the late Saverio 
and Carmela (Petrucelli) Cataldo. The 
family moved to America on July 4, 1935 & 
took residence in Walden. He later moved 
to New Rochelle & graduated from Albert 
Leonard High School as the Valedictorian 
of his class. On January 12, 1952 he married 
the love of his life Agostina Mercurio at 
St. Joseph’s Church in New Rochelle. In 
2002 together they moved to Brewster. 
She predeceased him in 2004. Felix was 
an owner and operator of Phenix Forms 
in Mt. Vernon, where he was a printer of 
continuous business forms for over 42 
years before retiring. Felix loved to have 
fun and tell jokes. He was an avid Yankees 
& Giants fan. He was a devoted father and 
caring grandfather. Sunday lunch with 
his family was a top priority. His family 
was the most important thing to him. He 
is survived by his brother John Cataldo of 
Columbia, MD, 5 children; Elaine (Simone) 
DiPasquale of Patterson, Linda (Randy) 
Maurer of Brewster, NY, Christine Cataldo 
of Brewster, Michael Cataldo of Brewster, 
and Maria (Mark) Coleman of Brewster,10 
grandchildren, and 5 great grandchildren. 
He was predeceased by his son John Cataldo 
in 1987 and his sister Marie in 2015.

Lucille “Cele” Olenius
Lucille “Cele”, Olenius, age 88, a lifelong 

Brewster resident, died Wednesday, 
January 6, 2016 at Putnam Ridge Nursing 

Home, Brewster, where she was cared for 
with love and compassion. Mrs. Olenius 
was born in Brewster, on March 10, 1927 
to Thomas and Johanna Callahan. She 
graduated from St. Lawrence O’Toole 
School and St. Mary’s High School in 
Katonah. Lucille was the oldest of four 
daughters and predeceased by her sisters, 
Kathleen O’Neill and Rita Callahan. On 
May 23, 1964 she married Sivert L Olenius 
at St. Lawrence O’Toole Church in Brewster. 
Sivert predeceased her on June 22, 2008 
after 44 years of marriage. Mrs. Olenius 
and her husband moved to Melbourne, 
FL in 1998. More recently, they made their 
home with their son, Lars in Patterson. She 
was a parishioner of St. Lawrence O’Toole 
Church in Brewster, and a member of 
the Catholic Daughters of America. Mrs. 

Olenius is survived by a son and daughter-
in-law Lars C. and Andrea Olenius of 
Patterson, NY; three grandchildren, Justin, 
Kayla and Emily Olenius, and her sister, 
Clare LePere. A Mass of Christian Burial 
will be celebrated on Tuesday, January, 12, 
10 a.m. at St. Lawrence O’Toole Church, 
Brewster. Contributions in her memory 
may be made to the Catholic Daughters 
of America Court Bernadine or to the 
Alzheimer’s Foundation.

Sol Kreitman
The family of Sol Kreitman, resident 

of Venice, Florida and Carmel, New 
York, mourns his passage on Wednesday, 
January 6. Born March 26, 1928, Sol was 
beloved husband to Judie, and father 
to Susan Downey (Brian) and Lisa 
Trivers. In addition, he is survived by his 
granddaughter, Sabrina, and two grandsons, 
Max and Jacob.   Sol spent over 50 years of 
his life in the office supply business. His 
final position before retiring was as owner 
of Westco Office Supply in Yorktown 
Heights, New York. He enjoyed weekly trips 
to Saratoga Racetrack in August, monthly 
lunch dates with friends, and participating 
in various activities within his community. 
Sol will be remembered for his tenacious 
spirit, indomitable will, and faithful 
commitment to family and friends alike.

Juanita Gilmore MacPhee
Juanita Gilmore MacPhee of Carmel, 

and formerly of Mt. Kisco, died on 
Thursday January 7, at the age of 87. She 
was born in Fairland, OK on October 
18, 1928, the daughter of Byron and Lula 
Myrtle Gilmore. She is survived by her 
daughters, Eileen Goodrow (John) of 
Mahopac, Kathleen Garvin-Tomblin of 
Branford, CT and Michelle Moran (James) 
of Ashville, NC, her brother and sister, Arel 
(Ann) and Joyce Gilmore, her sister-in-law, 
Susan MacPhee Graham (George), her 
grandchildren, great grandchildren and 
great, great grandchildren as well as many 
nieces and nephews. Her husband Arthur, 
her sister Betty Haire and her brother 
Ernest predeceased her.

Jane Smith Memorial Service Friday
Jane Smith will be laid to rest at a memorial service at West Point in the Old Cadet 

Chapel in the West Point cemetery on Friday, January 15th at 10 a.m. The service is 
open to the public. A reception will follow in the great hall of Herbert Hall which 
is the Association of Graduates Headquarters at the Academy. Jane, who died last 
month, was the wife of Putnam County Sheriff Donald B. Smith. The cemetery is just 
down the hill from where the Smith family lived at West Point from 1975 to 1978 
while serving on the staff and faculty of the United States Military Academy.

Obituaries
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The Carmel Rotary Club announced a $50,000 fundraising goal for the 9th Annual 
Community Basketball Shootout. This popular annual event organized by the Carmel 
Rotary Club and Carmel High School Interact Club offers nonprofit organizations 
in Putnam County the opportunity to raise funds to support their organizations. 
This year’s Community Basketball Shootout will be held on Saturday, March 12th, 
9 a.m. – noon at the Carmel High School Gym, 14 Fair Street in Carmel. The 
Carmel Rotary Club also announced that Marjorie Nichols Keith is the 2016 Rotary 
Community Basketball Shootout Honoree.  Marjorie is the Executive Director of  
Cornell Cooperative Extension of  Putnam County (CCE) and has been associated 
with CCE for 41 years. She became a Carmel Rotary Club member in 1987 as 
one of  their first women members and has been club president.  Her many years 
of  involvement and commitment to the Putnam community exemplifies the Rotary 
motto, “Service Above Self.” For information about this event call Sal Gambino at 
845-228-9115 or Bill Huestis at 845-225-2012 or visit the Carmel Rotary Club 
website at www.carmelrotary.org.

PROVIDED PHOTO
Carmel Rotary Basketball Shootout Planning Committee from left to right:  Judge James Reitz, 
Jay Judell; standing: Lou Margolus, Sal Gambino, Margie Keith (Honoree), Bill Huestis, Al 
Lotrecchiano, Bob Gentile, Heather Boylston.

Carmel Rotary Readies 
for Annual Fundraiser
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By Rick Pezzullo
A former Mount Pleasant Police Chief 

and CCD teacher at St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Church in Shrub Oak was sentenced 
last week to 18 months in prison for 
possession of child pornography.

Brian Fanelli, 56, of Mahopac, could 
have faced four years in jail after pleading 
guilty July 27 in federal court to the same 
charge before United States District 
Judge Kenneth Karas, who imposed the 
sentence last Wednesday.

In addition to the prison term, 
Karas sentenced Fanelli to five years of 
supervised release. He was also ordered 
to forfeit his computer and hard drives 
which were used to download more than 
120 files containing images and videos 
believed to be child pornography, many 
of which contained depictions of graphic 
sexual abuse of young, pre-pubescent 
victims.

“Brian Fanelli, a former police chief 
who swore to protect and serve, instead 
helped fuel a market that victimizes and 
exploits some of the most vulnerable in 
our community,” said Manhattan U.S. 
Attorney Preet Bhahara. “As today’s 
sentencing demonstrates, we will be 
vigilant in investigating and prosecuting 
those who sexually exploit children.”

Fanelli, who worked for Mount 
Pleasant Police for 32 years and took over 
as chief November 1, 2013, was arrested 

in January 2014 by federal Homeland 
Security investigators. As part of his plea 
in July federal prosecutors agreed not 
to seek a jail sentence of more than four 
years, three months. He could have faced 
a maximum of 10 years behind bars and a 
maximum fine of $250,000. 

As police chief, Fanelli earned a base 
salary of $135,518. Reportedly, his annual 
state pension is $55,831. He served as a 
lieutenant for 16 years prior to becoming 
police chief.

The day after he was arrested, Fanelli 

was removed as a CCD teacher at Seton, 
where he taught more than 1,000 children 
over eight years. Fanelli regularly spoke 
to the church’s schoolchildren about 
sexual abuse awareness. Before becoming 
a volunteer teacher he passed required 
background checks and completed “Safe 
Environment Training.”

According to the 10-page complaint, 
which outlined in graphic detail 
information of the downloaded images, 
Fanelli allegedly used a peer-to-peer 
(P2P) file-sharing system starting as early 
as October 2013 until January 2014, and 
distributed the images and videos to other 
network users through his computer’s 

shared folder.
In November 2013, Department of 

Homeland Security agents working 
undercover used software the P2P 
network to download from Fanelli’s 
computer files believed to contain child 
pornography.

The complaint stated that Fanelli 
voluntarily told law enforcement 
authorities that for more than a year he 
had taught sexual abuse awareness classes 
and began viewing child pornography as 
research for his classes. However, shortly 
afterwards he began viewing the images 
and videos for personal interest.

Ex-Police Chief, Seton CCD Teacher Jailed for Child Porn

Former Mount Pleasant Police Chief  and Mahopac 
resident Brian Fanelli

Visit 
TheExaminerNews.com 

and click on Puzzles  
at the top of the  

homepage to play  
today's crossword!

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

We Make Warm Friends

WINTER SALE
Generators, complete high-efficiency heating 
and cooling systems now on our Winter Sale 

Licensed, insured and bonded!
Quality guaranteed!

845 628-1330
sclafanienergy.com

The Putnam   
Humane Society 

Pets Of the Week: 
Oreo & Rocky 

 
 

They are an adorable 
and bonded pair! 

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Somers Custom Framing 



January 12 - January 18, 2016 The Putnam Examiner10

The Olympic Diner had plenty of  reason to rejoice last week when it celebrated 
an incredible 35 years in Mahopac, where it serves patrons morning, afternoon, 
and night. Owner Nick Tsakonitis was joined by loyal customers last Thursday 
to cut into a big anniversary cake to mark the accomplishment.

Olympic Diner Reaches Milestone in Mahopac

CORINNE STANTON PHOTOS

The Greater Mahopac-Carmel 
Chamber of Commerce is proud to 
announce that its selection for the 2015 
Meritorious Award is Karl Thimm who 
is the owner of Appliance Sales Plus.  The 
Meritorious award goes to a Chamber 
member who at the current time or one 
point in our recent past is a stalwart of 
our great chamber and to whom may or 
may not have been recognized at that 
time for their various or immeasurable 
contributions of time, resources and 
energy. Karl and his wife Janice have 
contributed generously to the community 
over the years. It has been deemed by a 
committee of Karl’s peers that the Greater 
Mahopac-Carmel Chamber of Commerce 
and its business community would not be 
where it is today without Appliance Sales 

Plus, that represents everything “local.” 
The Meritorious award will be given on 
the same night as our Business Person 
of the Year Award, which is Tuesday, Jan. 
26 at Putnam County Golf Course. As 
previously reported, the winner of our 
Business Person of the Year is Kenny 
Hogan of Kenny’s Carpet One. At 5:30 
p.m. the event opens and at 6:30 p.m. the 
program begins. The Putnam County 
Golf Course is located at 187 Hill Street, 
Mahopac. 

Visit www.MahopacCarmelOnline.
com to RSVP for event. Tickets are 
$35 per person. People can email at: 
administrator@mahopaccarmelchamber.
com or call at:  845-628-5553.

Mahopac-Carmel Chamber Selects Meritorious Award Winner

PROVIDED PHOTO
Karl Thimm (center left) was honored by Mahopac-Carmel Chamber members.
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By Salvatore Di Costanzo
Over the years, I have found that one 

of the biggest obstacles preventing clients 
from pulling the trigger on a Medicaid 
Trust is the perception that all control is 
lost over the assets being transferred to 
the trust.  While it is true that legal title 
to the assets must be transferred to the 
trustee, a well drafted trust can provide 
several mechanisms allowing the creator 
of the trust to maintain a certain degree 
of control.  

The following are some techniques I 
use in Medicaid Trusts to calm your fears 
of losing control.
Power to Remove and Replace a Trustee

Every trust has a trustee. The problem 
may lie in who you choose to be the initial 
trustee and, if circumstances were to 
change, how to replace that trustee. Even 
the closest and most trusted of family 
members may face their own difficult 
circumstances that may not make them 
the most ideal trustee years after their 
initial appointment.

By way of example, assume that you 
have a trust naming your only child as 
trustee. By some misfortune, you and 
your child become estranged. You have 
grown worrisome trusting that child to 
act as trustee.  Since the trusts I draft give 
you the power to remove and replace the 
trustee, you can easily appoint another 

family member or close friend as the new 
trustee. 
Power to Change Beneficiaries

Just as every trust needs a trustee, so 
too does every trust need a beneficiary. 
In most cases, children or other family 
members are the beneficiaries of a trust 
upon termination of the trust. However, 
once again, circumstances may arise that 
may warrant a change in beneficiaries.

For example, assume that you have 
two sons, each of whom are named as 
beneficiaries. Unfortunately, one of your 
sons had just been served divorce papers. 
You fear that if you die and the trust 
terminates, his wife might be entitled to a 
portion of his inheritance. The Medicaid 
Trusts that I prepare include a limited 
power to change the beneficiaries among 
certain classes of individuals, such as your 
other children, thus eliminating your 
fears.   
Power of the Trustee to Distribute 
Principal and Income

Most clients will fund a Medicaid 
Trust with their home and some of their 
other non-retirement assets.  We usually 
recommend that the non-retirement 
assets earmarked for the trust be assets that 
the client never intends to use.  However, 
there may be unforeseen circumstances 
where the money of the trust is needed 
such as for a large expenditure, such as for 
uncovered medical costs.  

Although you do not have access to the 
principal of the trust, our trust provides 
that the it can make distributions of 
principal to your children or any other 
defined class of individuals so that the 
money can come out of the trust.  Once 
the distribution is made from the trust, 
the children can use those assets for your 
benefit.

Revoking the Trust
Ultimately, under New York Law, you 

can actually revoke an irrevocable trust 
with the consent of the trust beneficiaries.

Notwithstanding client’s fears of losing 
control, very rarely do you see clients 
revoking the trusts for this reason.  
However, you should know that this is an 
option so you know that ultimately, this 
irrevocable arrangement can be reversed. 

All of the above mechanisms are 
sophisticated and not found in boilerplate 
documents.  It is important to work with 
a seasoned elder law attorney with proper 
drafting experience.  Please contact us at 
914-245-2440 or by e-mail at smd@mfd-
law.com.  You may also visit our website at 
www.plantodayfortomorrow.com.

Across
1 Point in life
4 Greyhound
7 Crater feature
8 Walking ad space
11 Orange juice factor
12 For all to see
13 Sparkling, as a diamond
15 A rooster’s favorite time or 
Yorktown
carpentry
16 Word on a quarter
19 Go to bed
20 Motown singer, Ross
22 Have something
23 Draining tool
25 Unofficial mascot of Somers
26 Shackled
29 Greek god of war
30 Adjourn
31 Fleur-de-__
32 The Peacock Network
33 Naval rank: Abbr.

Down
1 Rocket
2 River suspension
3 “The ___ strikes back”
4 Confine
5 Website abbreviation
6 Hog’s home

8 Young ‘uns
9 Acceleration
10 She
11 Out of fashion
14 Hits the sauce
16 Soviet cosmonaut Yuri ___
17 Uniformity
18 Bullseye finders
21 Take a breath
24 Wine sediments
25 Before, before
26 Cremation vase
27 Lincoln’s state abbr.
28 Board for TV regulations
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The recent 
downturn of global 
stock markets, as 
worrisome as it is, 
remains a cyclical 
event. Granted, 
each downturn, 
uptick or stable 
period is explained 
as a temporary 
aberration, 

typically garnering the same rationale 
for each daily movement of the financial 
markets, whether they move up, down or 
sideways.

It is becoming increasingly clear that 
the enclaves of Wall Street traders mimic 
the high rollers of Las Vegas. Regardless 
of equity/bond markets or gambling table 
fortunes, the mighty players seem to fare 
better than the small stakes players. 

The diversity of the financial markets 
seems to play out on a similar plane in 
the world of wine opinion and fortunes. 
The “hot” wine house of the 
moment seems to garner 
excessive attention, while the 
less glamorous wines carry on 
in maintaining a stable market. 
Likewise, as a flash in the pan 
wine house falters, it is the more 
traditional wines that bolster 
the market.

The financial market 
dynamic is easy to track. Hot 
tech stocks garner a fever-
pitch following, lining the 

pockets of investors. Did 
you catch the rise of Apple 
stock as the Wall Street 
trading houses rode it to 
astronomical heights? If 
so, did you sell before they 
shorted the stock? Did 
you buy a Chinese mutual 
fund in its infancy and then sell before the 
market adjustments last week? Or do you 
fit the profile of the traditional investor, 
relying on an adviser and observing from 
the sidelines as the markets go whizzing 
by?  

Are you seeking an opportunity to 
have a personal stake in the fortunes of 
an industry or company with which you 
have a particular affinity?  

And might that interest lie in the wine 
industry?

There are multiple investments in 
which one can indulge to satiate a desire 
for investment opportunity and potential 
gain. Some run the traditional path of 
exchange-traded stocks and funds. For 
something a bit more 21st century, you 
may wish to consider a crowdfunding 

opportunity. 
1. Public Companies. 

There are about two dozen 
actively traded wine 
companies on worldwide 

stock exchanges. Those 
traded on United States 

exchanges include 
Brown Forman 
Inc. (stock symbol 

BF), which sells Korbel 
and Sonoma Cutrer; 
Constellation Brands 
(STZ), which sells Robert 
Mondavi and Clos du 
Bois; and Vina Concha 
Y Toro (VCO) which 
sells Almavira and Don 

Melchor.
2. Crowdfunding. This is a more direct 

method of being involved in a wine project, 
which may offer instant gratification as 
a bonus. In return for a cash donation, 
you may receive equity in a venture or a 
tangible product. The 
websites Kickstarter 
and Indiegogo are 
the most popular. 
Others, specifically 
focused on wine, are 
Fundovino, Cruzu 
and Naked Wines. 

On Fundovino.
com, for a pledge of 
under $100, a contributor receives one 
to three bottles of hard-to-find wines. If 
fully funded, the offeror will be able to 
purchase new wine casks for his wines. 
Sixteen projects have already been 
completed for various needs.

By far, Naked Wines is the most 
successful. The 98,000 “wine angel” 
investors, who donate $40 per month, 
receive deep discounts on wines and a free 
bottle each month. The funds are allocated 
to aspiring, or sometimes struggling, 
winemakers. There are nearly 15,000 on a 

waiting list to join this fundraising/wine 
club hybrid. 

3. Here’s a new trend. Willamette 
Valley Vineyards, a publicly traded 
winery, decided to expand its facilities. 
In 2015, it offered preferred stock to the 
public, raising nearly $6 million. Investors 
receive a 5.3 percent cumulative dividend 
and discounted prices on wines.

4. Wine indexes. Are you an aficionado 
of high-end wines but choose not to 
invest? Would you rather live vicariously 
through the fortunes of others? Try the 
Liv-ex Fine Wine 1000 Index (liv-ex.

com). It tracks 
auction prices for 
1,000 of the most 
sought after wines in 
the world. 

If you’ve had an 
interest in having 
your relationship 
with wine become 
more personal, you 

have several avenues to pursue. And (to 
paraphrase a time-worn phrase), to put 
your money where your palate is. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine. 

Satisfying Your Investment Appetite With a Wine-related Opportunity

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

‘a personal stake 
in the fortunes of 

the industry’

It makes sense that we 
would be reminded at the 
beginning of the year, when 
we’re all fortified with New 
Year’s resolutions, to resolve to 
get around to decluttering. It 
seems that everywhere I look 
I’m finding helpful hints of 
how to do that.

I have only occasionally 
dipped into the world of 
decluttering because I have 
relied on my wife Margaret, 
a natural neatnik and a 
supremely organized person, 
to keep our home in order. 

Are you old enough to 
remember when televisions 
had “rabbit ear” antennas 
on top? After Margaret would clean 
the television room, she would end by 
clapping them into an upright position 
with a snap. For years we pantomimed 
this gesture when we wanted to say, “Yes, 
everything is in order.” I have also praised 
her list-making system in these pages and 
in my book, and through it she has kept 
our home and activities in order.

Still, that doesn’t mean I shouldn’t lend 
assistance to her, or at least learn how to 
not get in the way. Over the years, some 
of the advice to the organizationally-

challenged has changed, and 
some has reappeared in a new 
form many times over.

In the 1980s, cleaning 
expert Don Aslett published 
“Clutter’s Last Stand,” one 
of the most popular of his 
many titles. His claim to 
fame was to communicate 
the techniques and tools of 
a professional cleaner to the 
average homemaker so that 
she (or – shocking for the time 
– he!) could clean faster and 
more economically. His advice 
on clutter is to toss it, and his 
book is filled with inspiration 
on overcoming the internal 
resistance to doing so.

In the 1990s, organization expert Julie 
Morgenstern took a more gentle approach 
in her book “Organizing From the Inside 
Out.” Much of the basic advice is the same, 
but she advises that once the clutter-
clearing dust has settled you examine 
your own life and interests when deciding 
where the things in your life should go.

Starting as a web forum participant in 
the early 2000s, Marla Cilley (famous now 
as FlyLady) grew an immense and loyal 
Internet following through her system of 
changing habits via “baby steps,” cleaning 

by zones a little bit each day, and lovingly 
accepting one’s own organizational 
imperfections. To her, “clutter cannot 
be organized,” and she places great 
importance on tackling even a bit of it 
regularly each day.

Today’s new organizing guru is 
Marie Kondo, whose 2014 book, “The 
Life-Changing Magic of Tidying Up: 
The Japanese Art of Decluttering and 
Organizing,” was a world-wide bestseller. 
Her new book, “Spark Joy: An Illustrated 
Master Class on the Art of Organizing 
and Tidying Up,” seems to be on the same 
trajectory.

If you take only a superficial glance at 
her KonMari Method, it seems to be about 
folding and arranging clothing and other 
items into mesmerizingly neat and tiny 
arrangements. She is featured in many 
hypnotic YouTube videos demonstrating 
this aspect of her method, and you will 
probably learn a tidier way to fold shirts 
from her, if nothing else. 

Her system goes well beyond that, 
however, ultimately focusing not as much 
on what to discard, but on choosing what 
to keep based on how much joy it brings 
you. It even gets downright mystical. For 
example, in her second book, to determine 
whether or not a series of books gives you 
joy, you may want to arrange them in a 

stack and hug it to see how it makes you 
feel, That’s a little far out, even for me, but 
her passion certainly has had an effect on 
people.

Among her more pragmatic pieces of 
advice, she advises the opposite of FlyLady, 
When decluttering, pick one category, 
scour your entire home for items in that 
category and sort through them all at 
once. Seeing all 12 of the similar shirt, for 
example, will make it easier to know your 
favorites, and the lift from completing the 
task will be a reward in itself.

The recurring thread in all this advice 
seems to be that clutter will not make 
you happy, and whatever does make you 
really happy is not clutter. I may not reach 
my wife’s levels of neatness, but I have 
certainly felt the pleasant effects of letting 
go of old things as my life and my interests 
change. And now, while we are still in the 
New Year’s mood, is as good a time as any 
to begin the process again.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Sifting Through the Clutter of Information About Clutter
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Registration for Kindergarten:
Brewster School District:  

Kindergarten registration for the 
Brewster High School Class of 2029 takes 
place the week of February 29– March 4.  
Children who will be five years of age on 
or before December 1, 2016, are eligible 
to register for September classes.  Families 
residing within the Brewster School 
District are asked to call John F. Kennedy 
Elementary at 279-2087 x 4111 to make 
an appointment.  

Mahopac Central School District 
2016 – 2017. Registration for Incoming 
Kindergarten Students. Must be five years 
old on or before 12/01/2016

(No Exceptions) Kindergarten 
Registration for the 2016-17 School Year 
will be held at The Office of Central 
Registration located at The Falls District 
Office, 100 Myrtle Avenue, Mahopac, 
between the hours of 8:15am and 3:00pm 
on the following dates:

Austin Road ES: January 5th & 7th
February 3rd, 5th & 22nd
Fulmar Road ES: January 20th & 22nd
February 16th, 18th & 29th
Lakeview ES: January 11th & 13th
February 9th, 11th & 26th
Registration is by appointment only. 

To schedule an appointment and request 
a registration packet, please contact the 
Office of Central Registration at 845-621-
0656, Ext. 13902.

Registration packets are also 
available on our District website under 

Departments, then Registration. Our web 
address is www.mahopac.k12.ny.us.

Recreation Winter Classes: 
Town of Carmel Recreation and Parks 

Department - Winter 2016 Classes open 
Registration Begins Monday, Jan. 4, 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. office at Sycamore Park, 
790 Long Pond Road, Mahopac.  Or send 
registration by mail. Classes start February 
5.Participants must be the required age by 
the first day of class .Winter classes run 
for 6 weeks unless noted otherwise.  All 
Town of Carmel residents must have 2016 
resident ID Cards and pay the resident 
fee (proof of residency is required); non-
residents must pay the non-resident fee.  
Classes meet at Sycamore Park (unless 
otherwise stated) and most need a 
minimum of six (6) participants in order 
to be viable, so register early.  All classes 
are on a first-come, first-served basis. For 
more information:  www.carmelny.org 
and click on the Recreation Department. 
845- 628-7888. 

Ongoing 
Tuesday’s 

Art Class – Exploring Composition 
and Color Through Drawing and 
Watercolor Basics at Reed Library, 
Tuesdays January 12 through February 
9, 10 a.m. to noon.  Participants will be 
guided through a five-week session of 
basic drawing and watercolor painting 
lessons in which the focus will be on 

composition and color.  Registration is 
required, 845-225-2439

The Great Courses: How to Draw:  
Patterson Library, 1167 Rte. 311 Patterson.  
Tuesdays and Thursdays from January 12 
to February 18 at 1 p.m. Don’t sit home 
this winter! Join us every Tuesday & 
Thursday for 6 weeks starting January 12 
for this wonderful video course presented 
by world-renown professor David Brody. 
You’ll study the core principles of drawing 
including: line, proportion, composition, 
value, light and shadow, texture, color, 
and figure drawing plus so much more. 
Bring your sketchpad & pencils and 
get ready to draw! See our calendar for 
recommended materials. To register or 
for more information, visit us online at 
www.pattersonlibrary.org and click on 
calendar or call 845-878-6121 x10. Free 
program.

Winter Story Times begin Jan. 12 at 
Kent Library:  Whether you have a three-
month old or a 5-year-old, the Kent Public 
Library has a story time for your family.  
Join Miss Melanie starting Tuesday, 
January 12th and running weekly, on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays,  for six weeks.  
The Kent Public Library will have several 
classes to choose from, including Tiny 
Tots, for ages 3 months to 12 months, 
Toddler Story time for ages 13 months- 23 
months, Story Time for Two, for 2 year-
olds, and Preschool Story time for 3-5 
year olds.  Call the Library for additional 
information, dates and times. Registration 
is required for all story times. You may 
register for the program by going to www.
kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent Public 
Library at 845-225-8585.  The library is 
located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes
Wednesday’s 

Chair Yoga at Reed Library, 
Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m., January 20 
through February 24.  Certified yoga 
instructor Robin Starr Cohen will guide 
you in breathing, mindfulness, flexibility 
and balance during a delightful hour 
of chair yoga.  Everyone is welcome.  
Registration is required, 845-225-2439.
Thursday’s 

Art Appreciation Class at Reed 
Library:  10 a.m. to noon, January 7 
through February 11.  Participants will 
examine a selection of works of art and 
will try hands-on drawing exercises that 
demonstration the creation of the artwork 
and the artists’ styles.  The last class will 
be a guided tour of the Loeb Art Center at 
Vassar College.  Class size is limited and 
registration is required.  Please call the 
library to register, 845-225-2439.
Friday’s 

Lego Club Friday, February 12, March 
4, and April 8 from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Kids ages 5 and up, come build Lego 
sculptures with friends! We will have 
a theme each week to challenge your 
Lego-building skills or you can choose 
your own theme. We will then display 

your creation in the library for all to 
see! Registration required. For more 
information or to register contact the 
Patterson Library at 845-878-6121 x10 or 
go to www.pattersonlibrary.org and click 
Calendar.
Saturday’s 

Text: CoderDojo: Mahopac & Carmel 
will meet every Saturday during the 
Months of January, February, and March 
from 1 p.m.- 4 p.m. Topics include Web 
Design with HTML, CSS, & JavaScript, 
Scratch Visual Programming, Python, 
and Minecraft Mod development.  We 
are located at 692 Route 6, please see our 
web site. Free Programming Club for 
Kids Ages 7 - 17 (http://coderdojomac.
org) or call us @ 845-521-6877. Advanced 
registration is required for events. via 
email @ info@coderdojomac.org.
Wednesday, January 13

Planning your own vegetable garden 
at Kent Library:  Come to the Kent Public 
Library.  6 p.m.-7 p.m. and get a head start 
on your garden. Do you feel overwhelmed 
by the idea of a vegetable garden? Come 
learn how to plan for one! Bring your 
garden measurements and leave with a 
garden plan.  Presented by The Cornell 
Cooperative Extension. Registration 
is required.   You may register for the 
program by going to www.kentlibrary.
org or calling the Kent Public Library at 
845-225-8585.  The library is located at 17 
Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes.
Saturday, January 16 

Build with Legos at Kent Library:  
noon-1 p.m.  Drop by the library and 
build a Lego creation based on a chosen 
theme. Once built the creation will be put 
on display, for all to see! No registration 
is required.  The Library is located at 17 
Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes.

Adam Carolla – Not Taco Bell 
Material: 8 p.m. A New York Times 
Best Seller (and now his one-man show) 
written about his experiences growing 
up poor in Southern California’s San 
Fernando Valley. Told as a succession 
of hilarious stories, Adam recounts 
his awkward childhood and teenage 
years through the many absurd family 
episodes that shaped his extraordinarily 
dysfunctional upbringing.  Paramount 
Hudson Valley Box Office. P: (914) 739-
0039, Option #2 from Main Menu E: 
boxoffice@paramounthudsonvalley.com. 
Facebook Twitter Official Website

Save the Date: 
Thursday, January 28 

The Tri-State IBM Retirees Club will 
hold the January meeting on Thursday, 
January 28th, 2016, at 1:30 p.m. at the 
United Methodist Church, 1176 East 
Main Street, Shrub Oak.  The scheduled 
speaker will be Dan Potter, who will cover 
Senior Fire Safety.  Dues for 2016 will be 
collected.  Sign in and refreshments at 1 
p.m.  Info 914-528-5916.

Crossword Answers

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 011216

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail  
classifieds@

theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

CAREER TRAINING
CAREER TRACTOR TRAILER TRAIN-
ING with A.C.C.S.C. Nationally Accred-
ited N.T.T.S., P.T.D.I. Certified Courses, 
Daily/Weekends/Housing with financial 
aid, grants, Post 9/11 GI BillÆ if qualified.
NTTS Liverpool or Buffalo (Branch), NY 
1-800-243-9300 ntts.edu

HEALTH
IF YOU USED THE BLOOD THIN-
NER XARELTO and suffered internal 
bleeding, hemorrhaging, required hospi-
talization or a loved one died while tak-
ing Xarelto between 2011 and the present 
time, you may be entitled to compensa-
tion. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

HELP WANTED
Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Op-
erator Career! We Offer Training and 
Certifications Running Bulldozers, Back-
hoes and Excavators. Lifetime Job Place-
ment. VA Benefits Eligible! 1-866-362-
6497

NEW YEAR, NEW AIRLINE CAREERS  
Get trained as FAA certified Aviation 
Technician. Financial aid for qualified 
students. Job placement assistance. Over-
night classes available. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

HUNTING
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt 
your land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leas-
ing info packet & Quote. 1?866?309?1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LEGALS
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SO-
RENSEN HC ADVISORS LLC.  Articles 
of Incorporation filed with NY Secy of 
State (SSNY) on 7/7/14. Office location: 
Westchester County. SSNY is designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process it 

may be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 15 Petersville Road, Mt. Kisco, NY 
10549. Purpose: General.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF GELIX, 
LLC. Art. of Org. filed with Sec’y of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 9/17/2015. Office 
location in Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 333 N. Bed-
ford Rd. Ste. 230, Mt. Kisco, NY 10549. 
Purpose: any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of Thrive HR Solu-
tions, LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY  
on 7/27/15. Office in Westchester County.  
SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: United States Corpora-
tion Agents, 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 
202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of M.J. Fish LLC 
filed with the Secretary of State of NY on 
November 17, 2015.  SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against may be served.  Office Lo-
cation: Westchester County.  SSNY shall 
mail process to 302 West Main Street, 
Suite 155, Avon, CT 06001.

LEGAL NOTICE OF FORMATION 
OF PARANDA MEDIA, LLC, ARTS 
OF ORG. filed with Sect’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 4/11/2006. Office in West-
chester County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served, SSNY 
shall mail process to: 80 Vaughn Ave, 
New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of Invariably Digi-
tal, LLC Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY on 
9/9/2015. Office Location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: In-
variably Digital LLC, 143 Park Dr, East-
chester, NY 10709 Purpose: any lawful 
purpose

Notice of Formation of HSN Prop-
erty, LLC Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY 
on 11/27/15. Offc. Loc: Westchester Cty. 
SSNY design. As agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to the LLC, 2 
Overhill Road Suite 260, Scarsdale, NY 
10583. Purpose: any lawful business ac-
tivity. 

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 

Ext.300N

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics, 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

WANTED TO BUY
WANT CASH FOR EXTRA DIABETIC 
TEST STRIPS? I Pay Top Dollar Since 
2005! 1 Day Fast Payment Guaranteed 
Up To $60 Per Box! Free Shipping. www.
Cashnowoffer.com or 888-210-5233. Get 
Extra $10: Use Offer Code: Cashnow!

CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS 
Up to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Pay-
ment Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices 
Paid!! Call Juley Today! 800-413-3479 
www.CashForYourTestStrips.com

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation.

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49
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Pinto Blows Up!

Mahopac G 
Shuts Out 
Fox Lane, Beats L/P

Mahopac goalie Michael Pinto stops one of  16 saves for his second shutout of  year in the Indians’ 3-0 win over Fox Lane last Wednesday at the Brewster Ice Arena where Mahopac would also post a 7-2 triumph 
of  Lakeland/Panas Sunday night to improve to 6-3... see Hockey Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO
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Bad Start Dooms Put Valley in Clash of Class B Titans
State-Ranked No.5 Briarcliff Fends off No.12 Tigers
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

Putnam Valley picked a bad time to 
leave its A-game behind in a clash of 
Section 1 Class B titans. Going up against 
state-ranked (No.5) Briarcliff, the state-
ranked (No.12) Tigers would need to be 
at their best on the road last Thursday, 
but Coach Mike McDonnell’s Tigers (9-
2) barely scratched the surface; Putnam 
Valley did not effectively produce enough 
rhythm or flow in their offensive sets 
during a 54-48 loss to the Bears (9-1). 

PV fans were left with a hollow feeling, 
which was better than the knot in their 

stomach when the Tigers trailed 9-2 and 
dug a hole they could not claw out of, 
especially with senior F/C Joey Spinola 
battling foul trouble all night long (before 
fouling out early in the 4th), and Briarcliff 
ripe for the picking down the stretch.

Bears coach Cody Moffett told reporters 
afterward that he was none-too-pleased 
with his team’s performance after the 
win; a clear indication that 2015 sectional 
runner-up Briarcliff hadn’t played its 
A-game either. Still, media types, coaches, 
fans and most folks in attendance expect 

an encore performance in the Section 1 
Class B playoffs in late February when the 
Tigers hope to make a fourth-straight trip 
to the Final 4.

“Our goal is to get on a run like last year,” 
said Coach McDonnell, now sporting 
a 45-12 record in his two-plus seasons 
at PV. “If we have to grind, we’re up to 
the challenge, too. There is no clear-cut 
favorite like Woodlands was the past two 
years, so it’s simply going to come down 
to who plays the best in the tournament.”

Should we be so lucky to see a rematch 
in the post season, the Tigers will need 
to do a better job on Briarcliff swingman 
Josiah Cobbs, who dropped a game-high 

18 points while 
doing his part 
at the other end 
to keep PV from 
establishing any 
type of pace 
or perimeter 
attack. PV 
guard Harrison 
Deegan, who 
never seemed 
to get his mojo 
going, led 
Putnam Valley 
with 13 points 
while Anders 
Spittal – who 
played well at 
both ends -- 
and Spinola, 
who had his 
moments but 
went one-on-
one a bit too 
much, added 11 
apiece. Spinola 
made a couple 
of poor choices 
and that -- 
combined with 
getting caught 
in some bad 
luck scenarios -- 
was his undoing 
in this game. 
Simply put; 
PV can’t beat 

Briarcliff – or teams of that ilk -- with 
Spinola spending more time on the bench 
than on the floor. He has to know that…

A youthful SOMERS team came of age 
last Friday night during a 58-52 win over 
a seasoned MAHOPAC team that simply 
had an off night. Tusker junior Matt Pires 
killed the Indians, dropping a career-high 
20 points, including some daggers down 
the stretch.

It’s all about the progression of the 
sophomore-laden unit, according to 
Coach Chris DiCintio, who continues to 

see the development on a 
day in and day out basis. 
The 2016 Tuskers will 
likely struggle to get 5-6 
wins this season, but they 
should/could double that 
next season and possibly 
find themselves back at 
the County Center in 2018 
if they play their cards 
right…

GO FIGURE – And so 
it seems that on any given 
night, in this neck of the 
woods, anyone can beat 
anyone. Go figure this: 
Brewster beats Putnam 
Valley and Panas then 
falls to Hen Hud, Greeley 
and Somers; Hen Hud 
beats Panas but falls 
to Ossining; Yorktown 
defeats Lakeland but 
falls to John Jay CR; 
Somers, who couldn’t 
beat anybody, shocks both 
Brewster and Mahopac 
in the same week; Panas 
beats Mahopac twice 
and Somers then falls to 
Brewster and Hen Hud; 
and then there’s Carmel, 
winners of six-straight, 
who lost to Ossining and Put 
Valley but beat Spring Valley.

You try putting this 
meaningless poll together 
because I’m at my wit’s end 
here with it.

“It’s wide open, the next 
month is going to be wild,” 
Panas boss Shawn Sullivan 
said.
NWE/PUTNAM FAB FIVE POLL
(Section 1 teams only)

No.1 PUTNAM VALLEY 
– Coach McDonnell’s state-
ranked (No.12) Class B Tigers 
(9-2) still appear to be the 
most complete team north 
of Fox Lane, and they might 
not lose again provided they 
defeated Peekskill last night 
and are up for the challenge 
against Blind Brook on Feb.8.

No.2 OSSINING – Coach 
Casey’s Class AA Pride (6-2) 
defeated Lakeland (39-37) 
behind matchup nightmare 
Obie Toppin’s 18 points and 
then knocked off Hen Hud 
(51-47) when swingman 
Alan Griffin scored 13 of 
his 21 points in the fourth 
quarter at Pace University. 
A.J. Stokeley added 13 points 

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Putnam Valley will have to do a better job against Briarcliff’s Josiah Cobbs should 
they meet again in Class B playoffs.

Put Valley’s Harrison Deegan is checked by Briarcliff’s Josiah Cobb 
in Tigers’ loss to Bears.

Putnam Valley F Charlie Pagani knocks down a clutch fourth-quarter 
layup in Tigers’ 54-48 loss at Briarcliff.
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Ossining’s Kyle Cristello is hounded by Lakeland’s Eric 
Pombo in Pride win over Hornets.

and six rebounds for the Pride, who face a 
staunch test Wednesday against a surging 
Beacon (8-4) outfit that just might have 
the goods to take the League I-B title. 

We’d like to see some more consistency 
and structure from the Pride, who scored 
just two fourth-quarter points against 
Lakeland and held on for dear life, but six 
wins in eight tries under a first-year coach 
is certainly satisfactory.

“We'll take it,” Coach Casey exclaimed! 
“Yes, this is a good test for us this week 
starting today with Greeley. Both teams 
are playing better ball and we are looking 
to defend our home court. Then, we have 
Beacon who everybody was sleeping on. 
We knew about their new transfer; we saw 
him in the pre-season showcase game. 
They are very athletic and match up well 
against us. Then, we end our home stand 

with Peekskill. They 
are not winning 
many games but 
we know they will 
be tough. Next 
Saturday, we play 
Clarkstown North 
in the Yorktown 
tournament, then 
Monday in either 
the consolation or 
championship game 
followed by two 
more league games. 
It's a tough stretch 
for us, but we are 
going to find out a 
lot about our team 
with eight games in 
13 days.”

No.2A CARMEL 
– Coach Venditto’s 
Class AA Rams 
(7-4) did indeed 
build upon their 
stunning win over 
reigning Class A 

champion Spring Valley when they went 
and defeated both Arlington (44-36) and 
John Jay EF (56-48) last week to run their 
winning streak to six games, which is 
pretty remarkable if you remember the 
69-35 thrashing they took at the hands 
of Pelham back on Dec. 16. Ryan Sullivan 
wet for a career-high 17 points while 
Matt “Hawk” Haughney (12 P, 8 R), Ryan 
Train (9 P, 7 R) and Quinn Willman (8 P) 
and contributed to the win over Jay EF. 
Haughney (15 P, 11 R, 5 S), Train (10 P, 
9 R, 4 A, 4S) and Willman (9 P, 6 R, 3 A, 
2 S) all figured prominently in the defeat 
of Arlington. Rams are now 2-0 in league 
play with Lourdes and Mahopac due on 
1/15, 1/19, respectively… it’s on, boys!

No.4 HEN HUD – We expect Coach 
Hirsch’s Class A Sailors (7-4) to be sitting 

pretty at 9-4 by the time 
they face Beacon next 
Tuesday, though winning 
at Peekskill is never easy 
for anybody, and Lakeland’s 
size could be a tough 
matchup for the Sailors. 
Jesse “Double-Double” 
Breeding was a man among 
boys in the Sailors win over 
Panas, dropping 26 points 
and snagging 11 caroms. 
Against Ossining, the kid 
snatched a career-high 19 
boards and went for 16 
points, but the Pride were 
resilient behind the efforts 
of Griffin. Nick Marra 
dished eight assist in the 
loss.

“Griffin is as talented 
as they come,” Coach 
Hirsch said of the Ossining 
sophomore. “His body 
control and poise for a guy 
his age are very impressive. 

They are very athletic and shoot the ball 
well over you with their length. Mike 
(Casey) is doing a great job rallying them 
together. We did a lot of good things we 
can build on. It is going to come down to us 
focusing in on the details of fundamentals 
and assignments against good teams like 
that.”

No.5 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes’ 
Class AA Huskers (5-4) were without the 
services of both Nick DeGennaro (knee) 
and Tanner Dylsin in a 47-31 loss to Fox 
Lane. That left Jesse Bambach (12 P, 14 R, 
3 B) to do much of the heavy lifting for 
the suddenly-struggling Huskers, who 
also suffered a 63-50 loss to John Jay 
CR. Trevor Bocian (17 P, 5 R) and Glen 
O'Loughlin (10 P, 9 R) led the way in the 
loss.

HM PANAS – Coach Sully’s Class 
A Panthers (6-4) were forced to play 
Brewster without the services of 
point guard Brandon Hodge and 
it truly showed up in a 53-49 loss 
to the Bears, Panas’ 2nd loss in 3 
games.

HM BREWSTER – Coach 
Nelly’s Class A Bears (5-5) defeated 
Panas 53-49 when Sam Adama 
went for 22, but the 3-straight 
losses to Hen Hud, Greeley and 
youthful Somers (by 12 points, no 
less) have knocked this pollster off 
the Brew Crew bandwagon for at 
least a week. 

HM MAHOPAC –Coach 
Simone’s Class AA Indians (5-6) 
better have an explanation for that 
home loss to Somers after playing 
real tough in a loss to Lourdes and 
big win over Arlington. Luckily, 
they’ll face Carmel next Tuesday 
with a chance to feel good about 
themselves with a potential win 
against their arch rivals. 

HM CROTON – Coach Thom’s 

Class B Tigers (5-5) did not fare well in a 
74-49 defeat at the hands of Briarcliff and 
the 69-52 loss to Westlake is more than 
disconcerting if the Tigers really fancy 
themselves a final 4 team.

HM LAKELAND – Coach Fallo’s Class 
A Hornets (4-6) had several chances to 
put Ossining away but the Pride made 
the stops down the stretch in a defensive 
battle.

HM SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s Class 
A Tuskers (3-7) will likely look back on 
the wins over Brewster and Mahopac last 
week as the week they cut their big-boy 
teeth and turned the corner.

HM PEEKSKILL – Coach Turner’s 
Class A Red Devils (1-8) nearly knocked 
off Panas in OT, but they forgot to box out 
Brandon Ramos on the game-winning 
put-back, but the Red Devils should be in 
some of these league games the rest of the 
way.

Put Valley F Joe Spinola runs the paint in loss to 
Briarcliff.

Lakeland’s John Mule’ drives on Ossining’s Wes Rodgers in Pride win 
over Hornets.

Ossining’s Alan Griffin has been a catalyst for the 6-2 
Pride this season.

Lakeland’s Trevor McCarthy tries to run baseline on Ossining’s Obie 
Toppin, who led all scorers with 18 in Pride win.
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Panas Coming of Age; Brewster Stuns Somers
By Tony Pinciaro

The Walter Panas varsity girls’ basketball 
team was optimistic coming into the 2015-
16 season based on the improvement 
shown last year.

The Panthers went 8-12 last year and 
returned all five starters. The optimism has 
resulted in a 6-4 record, to date, including 
two wins last week against Pawling and 
Hen Hud.

“We were all excited coming into the 
season because we are a young team who 
has been playing together,” junior Melissa 
Keefe said. “We’ve been playing together 
for a while and we’ve bonded.”

Panas closed out the calendar year with 
a win over Haldane, then opened 2016 
with a 50-26 win over Pawling. Kristen 
Kelly led the Panthers with 13 points, 
Carlyn Mucci added 12 and Danielle 
Merante chipped in 11.

“We were happy to go into the break 
with a win and we were happy to come out 
of the break with a win,” Keefe said.

Panas followed it up by registering its 
first league win – 55-37 over Hen Hud. 
According to Keefe, she said Panas coach 
Matt Evangelista told the team that it was 
Panas’ first league win in two years. 

Keefe had a dominant game with a 
game-high 19 points and 12 rebounds. 
Kelly finished with 12 points and Merante 
added 10.

“We were excited to play Hen Hud 
because some of the girls on the team 
played we played with them in CYO, travel 
and town leagues and we also know their 
coach,” Keefe said. “We had a good inside 
game against Hen Hud and I received 
some great passes from my teammates.”

Keefe pointed out that the team has 
benefitted from better communication 
this year. That was one area the girls 
focused on during preseason. Keefe said 
the improved communication this season 
is also a result of the girls knowing each 
other so well.

“Our effort has been great and it’s great 
to have a winning season, so far,” Keefe 
said. “We wanted to continue improving, 
like we did last year, and we felt we’ve 
done this. We also want to improve on our 
record from last year.”

BREWSTER swept its two games 
for the week – a 53-35 win over Horace 
Greeley and 42-41 triumph of SOMERS 
in overtime.

The victory over Somers is one Brewster 
will always remember as Dayja Medina 
sent the game into overtime on a layup 
with 12 seconds remaining in regulation. 
She added the punctuation mark to 
the game with a buzzer-beating, game-
winning 3-pointer. Brewster in-bounded 
the ball with 2.4 seconds on the clock.

  “Dayja has been clutch all year,” 
Brewster coach Mike Castaldo said. 
“When we need a big 3, we can always 
count on Dayja. She’s not afraid of the 

big spot. She has really stepped up in her 
senior year.”

Medina finished with 15 points, six 
assists and five steals and Frannie Merkel 
added eight points and 15 rebounds.

Merkel was in complete control against 
Greeley as she had a game-high 16 points 

and 15 rebounds. Katie DePaoli finished 
with 10 points and Medina had nine 
points.

“Dayja held Lauren Brown to only nine 
points,” said Castaldo of Greeley’s top 
player. “Overall, it was a great team win.”

MAHOPAC opened league play with 
a 59-55 victory over Arlington. Leading 
by five at the half, 34-29, the Indians 
extended their lead to nine points going 
into the fourth quarter.

Amanda Geyer led Mahopac with 19 
points and Carly Pease finished with 16 
points.

“We played a good first half, hitting our 

shots and creating points 
off our defense,” Mahopac 
coach Chuck Scozzafava 
said. “We got out quick 
in the second half, going 
up by 14, but Arlington 
chipped away by taking 
advantage of a couple of 
turnovers. We hung tough 
to secure the win.”

OSSINING saw 
freshman phenom Aubrey 
Griffin and senior starlet 
Shadeen Samuels combine 
for 54 points, 18 rebounds, 
and six assists in three 
quarters as the state-
ranked (No.1) Pride blew 
past Rye, 78-43, to improve 
to 10-2. The three-time 
reigning NYS champion 
Pride also crushed league 
foes Lakeland and Hen 
Hud, but expect a more 
contentious battle with 
host Peekskill this Friday 
(7:00 p.m.)  

PUTNAM VALLEY 
won its two games, highlighted by a 49-47 
overtime win over R.C. Ketcham as Reena 
Olsen led the way with 12 points and 13 
rebounds. Maria Tomais added 11 points 
and Alyssa Stockinger had nine points and 
11 rebounds.

The Tigers opened their week by 

devouring Pleasantville, 38-25. Olsen 
finished with 14 points, 13 rebounds and 
five blocked shots. Stockinger contributed 
10 points and six rebounds.

YORKTOWN had a busy week, going 
1-2 in games against John Jay-Cross 
River (50-32, win), Fox Lane (50-46) and 
Arlington (56-34).

Yorktown coach Kevin Clark said his 

team received a balanced scoring effort 
in the win, led by Alyssa Francese’s 15 
points. Sarah Bonner added 14 points and 
Caileigh Lampersberger and Emily Nigro 
had six points apiece. 

Francese led the Huskers with 23 points 
in the loss to Fox Lane and Ashley Silo and 
Bonner each netted nine points. Emily 
Metz finished with 10 points, Emily Nigro 
had eight points and Anna Nuccio added 
six against Arlington.

CARMEL opened its league schedule 
and was treated rudely in losses to 
Arlington (55-24) and John Jay-East 

Fishkill (62-36).
Hannah Riddle led Carmel with 10 

points against Arlington and Claire Cody 
paced the Rams with 12 points against 
John Jay-East Fishkill.

HALDANE outlasted Horace Greeley, 
48-46, in overtime. Olivia McDermott 
netted a 3-pointer to extend the game into 
an extra session.

 Allison Chiera led Haldane with 16 
points and Marissa Lisikatos chipped in 
with 10 points.

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS (PLEASE VISIT WWW.HVSP.PHOTOS FOR MORE)
Panas’ Julia Araujo attacks the rack against the defense of  Panas’ 
Katy Kenny.

Panas’ Kristen Kelly checks Hen Hud’s Montana 
Garrett in Panther win over Sailors.

Panas’ Danielle Merante takes a run at Hen Hud’s 
Kamryn Sherman in Panthers’ 55-38 win over 
Sailors last Tuesday.

Peekskill’s Lanay Rodney is guarded by Panas’ 
Carlyn Mucci in Red Devils’ win over Panthers.

Peekskill’s Nyrie Holliman takes a run at Panas’ 
Julia Araujo in Red Devil win over Panthers.
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Hockey NotebookSports

Brewster, Mahopac, Somers in Hot Pursuit of League Titles
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

BREWSTER hasn’t had many hiccups 
during this current 11-game unbeaten 
streak, but the Bears (10-1-1) let one slip 
out in last Saturday’s 4-4 tie with host 
Pearl River, which scored twice in the final 
eight minutes to salvage the tie. Aaron 
Treiling led the Bears with two goals, but 
the defensive lapse proved costly as the 
Bears allowed a season-high four tallies 
on a night when G Stephen Fischer would 
stop 31 shots. Kyle Dineen added a goal 
and assist for the Bears, who recovered 
nicely in Sunday’s 4-2 win over Carmel 
at the Brewster Ice Arena. Dineen (1G, 
1A), Anthony Justo, Jason McNamara and 
Treiling all scored for the Bears while Nick 
Smith (1G, 1A) and Vinny Maset tickled 
the twine for the Rams (2-10).

The League I-B race looks like a two-
horse sprint between John Jay CR (6-1 in 
league) and Brewster (7-1) and the two 
will tango for a second time on Jan.30th 
when the Bears look to avenge their only 
loss, a 1-0 setback in the season opener 
on Nov. 28th. The Indians suffered a bad 
league loss to Pawling, so they are clearly 
beatable, and if the Bears plan on getting 
to the Final 4 John Jay could be the team 
in their way in a potential 4-5 seed playoff 
meeting.

SOMERS/NORTH SALEM (6-3-
1) continued its fine season when the 
LaSpina brother padded their stats in a 
7-3 win over CARMEL. Brandon LaSpina 
(1G, 2A) and RJ LaSpina (1G, 1A) have 
now combined for 31 points. The Sabers 
are now 5-1 in the conference and gearing 

up for a run League 
I-A title, which looks 
like yet another 
two-horse race 
between Somers 
and Mahopac, who 
will settle part of the 
score on Wednesday, 
Jan. 27th at the BIA 
at 4:00 p.m. in what 
shakes out as the 
regular season game 
of the year in in 
League I-A.

MAHOPAC (6-3) 
has had some issues 
finishing this season 
and that was evident 
over the first two 

periods of a 3-0 win over Fox 
Lane last Wednesday at the 
BIA, but the Indians put the 
Foxes on ice with two tallies in 
the third period. Owen Nolan, 
Brian O’Shea and Gianfranco 
Pulice each scored once for 
the Indians, who saw G Mike 
Pinto chalk up 16 saves for his 
second shutout of the season. 

Mahopac then tuned up on 
winless LAKELAND/PANAS 
in Sunday’s 7-2 victory over 
the Rebels. Matt Stefunek and 
Nolan each scored twice for 
Mahopac, which led 5-0 after 
the opening period. Joe and 

Jon Mastrocola each had a 
goal and assist, as did John 
Dignam.

It’ll be interesting to see if 
Mahopac’s defense has what 
it takes to lock off the LaSpina 
brothers Sunday night. Either 
way, the Indians have gotten 
healthy and are doing the 
things they need to do to 
be competitive, including a 
tougher schedule than most 
of the locals. 

“We have gotten back 
to doing some of the little 
things right again,” Mahopac 
Coach Chris Lombardo 
said, “especially taking care 
of the defensive side of the 
puck first. Getting (Matt) 
Stefunek back has 
helped. We've been 
able to move Nolan 
back up front and 
have gotten scoring 
from three lines. Our 
upcoming schedule 
will certainly be a 
challenge with White 
Plains on Thursday 
followed by two top 10 
ranked teams in the 
state in Saratoga and 
Suffern. Even with 
our losses to John Jay 
and then Brewster, we 
felt we should have 
won both games. 
We controlled most  
of the game against 
Brewster but 
just didn't finish  
our chances.”

YORKTOWN (5-6-1) defeated 
Pawling, 7-2, when Cian Keohane went 
off for four goals while Liam Donnelly 
(2A), Shaun Benson and Anuj Gupta each 
scored once for the Huskers, who let one 
get away from them on Sunday night in 
a 4-4 tie with Somers/North Salem when 
Yorktown saw a 4-2 lead evaporate in the 
third. Somers/North Salem netted a pair 
of goals inside the final seven minutes 
of regulation to secure a tie. Jonathan 
Henning’s game-tying goal came with 
5:51 left, and the Sabers outscored the 
Huskers 3-1 in the third period. Keohane, 
Donnelly, Benson and Josh Hilfman all 
scored for the Huskers. Henning (1G, 
1A), Michael Garrity (1G, 1A), Nick 
Caleri (2A) and Brandon LaSpina (2A) all 
had two-point games for the Sabers.

HEN HUD/HALDANE (4-5) played 
to a 4-4 tie with Fox Lane. Vinny Perez 
(2G, 1A) led Sailors, who threw 60 shots 
at Fox G Abbie Ives (56 saves). The Sailors 
are just 1-3-1 in the last five and need to 
kick it up a notch if they are going to get 
back in the League I-B title chase.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Mahopac freshman Brian O’Shea makes his move along the boards in 3-0 win over Fox Lane last 
Wednesday.

Mahopac senior Andrew Varrone cuts up ice in 3-0 win over Fox Lane.

Mahopac’s Jude Brower clears his zone in 3-0 win over Fox Lane.

Mahopac’s TJ McMee makes his way up ice in 3-0 win over Foxes
Mahopac’s Matt Cimadomo (23), Andrew Varrone, and Gianfranco Pulice 
celebrate a Pulice tally in win over Foxes.

January 12- January 18, 2016www.TheExaminerNews.com 19



Janaury 12- January 18, 201620 The Putnam Examiner

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Spit-Balling!

Put Valley Fails to  
Measure up to Briarcliff

Putnam Valley senior G Anders Spittal balled at both ends of  the floor, but his 11 points and solid defensive effort wasn’t enough to offset Jack Ryan (R) and the host Briarcliff  Bears 
in a battle of  state-ranked foes last Thursday when No.5 Briarcliff  knocked off  No.12 Put Valley, 54-48... see Boys Hoops Notebook


