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By David Propper 
A hit-and-run driver who struck a 

Cold Spring bicyclist and raced off was 
nabbed by the Putnam County Sheriff ’s 
Department Friday afternoon.

In a press release from the sheriff ’s 
department, Ricardo McKay, 71, of 
Rockland County, was charged with leaving 
the scene of a personal injury accident, a 
Class A misdemeanor, and unsafe passing 
of a bicycle, a traffic violation. McKay 
is accused of hitting a 52-year-old Cold 
Spring woman riding her bike along Route 
9D on the western side of Putnam.

At around 2 p.m. last Wednesday, 
McKay was driving southbound on the 
busy route near the intersection of Old 
Manitou Road when his 2015 Toyota 
sedan overtook the bicyclist, who was on 
edge of the lane, according to the release. 

As McKay’s car attempted to pass her, 
the car apparently sideswiped the cyclist, 
hitting her left shoulder and left hip, and 
kept driving ahead, instead of stopping as 
required by law.

McKay was issued an appearance ticket 
and is due back in Philipstown Justice 
Court on Oct. 5. McKay was charged after 
sheriff deputies Christopher Tompkins 
and Matthew Monroe gathered physical 
evidence of automotive debris from 
the scene and recordings from security 
cameras in the area. After two days, McKay 
was identified. 

He could face up to a year in jail if 
convicted and a fine of up to $1,000. The 
accident victim declined to go to the 
hospital after the Garrison Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps responded to the scene 
and gave her first aid. 

By David Propper
The Vietnam Veterans Memorial 

Traveling Wall invokes memories and 
thoughts of bravery, agony, friendship, loss 
and patriotism. 

Those recollections and reflections 
were resurrected in Putnam County last 
weekend as the Vietnam Traveling Wall 
returned to the county for the third time in 
about a decade. 

With the 80-percent replica wall filled 
with names in the backdrop, Putnam 
County officials, regional veterans, 
and family members welcomed in the 
Traveling Memorial Wall Thursday night 
in a ceremony that was both somber and 

uplifting for the several hundred people -- 
many Vietnam veterans -- in attendance. 
Its presence could be felt throughout the 
entire weekend at the Veterans Memorial 
Park in Kent.

Vietnam veteran and Chairman of the 
Traveling Wall Committee Karl Rohde 
spoke about his experience in the Vietnam 
War and stated there are five reasons the 
United States is a free country. 

“Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corp, 
Coast Guard,” Rohde, a Kent resident, said 
in a booming voice to applause. 

Rohde remarked many people don’t 
know the true reality of being a veteran 

Hit-and-Run Driver Charged 
After Route 9D Accident

Vietnam Traveling Wall Stands Somberly in Putnam

COURTESy OF PARC
With a bunch of  elected officials, local leaders, and PARC participants on hand, the Finders Keepers 
Thrift Shop (FKTS) opened as a new business venture to provide vocational opportunities to people 
supported by PARC services. These new vocational opportunities will provide apprenticeship 
experiences to individuals in order to strengthen their interpersonal, operational and practical 
skills in the retail workplace. Finders Keepers will give the individuals enrolled in PARC programs 
the opportunity to take pride in what they make, practice retail skills and be empowered by daily 
community integration. Finders Keepers will also be a place to showcase the hand-crafted items 
made by the PARC Crafters’ Guild. Guild members, who attend PARC day habilitation programs, make 
high-quality, hand-crafted items including scarves, pins, decorative napkin rings, “Anytime, Any 
Occasion Garlands,” artwork, and other items. The shop is located at 906 South Lake Blvd, Mahopac.

PARC Opens New 
Storefront in Mahopac

continued on page 4

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
An onlooker stands silently as he inspects the thousands of  names of  the Vietnam Traveling Wall.
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By David Propper
When Angela Phillips and her family 

and friends first participated in the 
annual Support-A-Walk, she simply 
wanted to be more engrained with her 
community. 

Since 2011 (except for last year), 
Phillips, her mother, and her best 
friend and her sister and mother, all 
walk together, raising money and 
awareness for breast cancer and ovarian 
cancer that affects thousands of woman 
nationally each year. The walk is hosted 
by Support Connection, a Yorktown 
based group that assists families 
stricken with cancer in several different 
ways, and depends on donations to 
continue operations.

“We were just looking to get involved 
in the community,” Phillips, a Carmel 
resident, said. 

Originally and fortunately, Phillips 
didn’t have a direct connection with 
someone stricken with cancer, but that 
all changed a few years ago. A co-worker 
of Phillips from her former job was 
diagnosed in 2012 and suffered from 
breast cancer before she ultimately died 
a couple months ago. Described as a 
really nice person to work with, Phillips 
recalled how difficult it was to see her 
struggle the way she did, as she was in 
and out of work while facing treatment. 

Working at a publishing company 

together, Phillips and her co-worker 
had to lug around chunks of paper 
manuscripts, but the co-worker 
was usually too fatigued after the 
chemotherapy to pick up even a rim of 
paper to do the editing work required. 
Actions that Phillips would take for 
granted were a fight for her work friend. 

“She was just so exhausted,” Phillips, 
who gained a different perspective 
from the experience, said. “You do 
things like that everyday and don’t even 
think about it. 

Her co-worker even used to donate 
to Phillips’ team each year, but instead, 
this year’s walk will be in her honor. 

Many of Phillips’ former co-workers 
are donating this year in their deceased 
colleague’s name.

The 21st annual Support-A-Walk for 
Breast & Ovarian Cancer takes place 
this Sunday at 9 a.m. located at FDR 
State Park just south of Putnam County 
in Yorktown. Participants can show up 
the day of the event or can donate even 
they don’t want to walk.

Phillips will certainly be there, 
walking in honor of her lost co-worker, 
contributing to a worthy cause that 
gained more meaning over the past few 
months.

“It’s a great event,” Phillips said.

Carmel Resident Gears up for Annual Support-A-Walk

COURTESy OF SUPPORT CONNECTION
Left to right: Linda DeFini, Angela Phillips, Kathleen Konrad, Terry Canning, and Margaret Canning will all 
walk this year. Their team name is “Two Generations of  Hot Stuff.”

Visit 
TheExaminerNews.com 

and click on Puzzles  
at the top of the  

homepage to play  
today's crossword!
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On Friday, October 2nd at 7 p.m., The 
Mahopac Varsity Football Team will 
host The Arlington Varsity Football team 
in the annual “Pink Game”.  Mahopac’s 
Pink Game is a breast cancer awareness 
game that the football team and students 
participate in, to raise awareness for this 
disease and bring the town together for 
a good cause.  This year, our neighbors 
and friends, The Arlington Admirals, 
will be joining us in the cause!  All 
donations collected at the entrance 
and all “pink” sales will go directly 

to a local organization, Community 
Cares.  Community Cares is a non-
profit organization with a network of 
volunteers and businesses whose main 
goal is to support families in medical 
crisis.  They specifically aid families with 
school-aged children whose parent is 
undergoing a major medical diagnosis, 
like cancer.  Their services include meals, 
laundry and house cleaning services.  
To learn more about this wonderful 
organization, please stop by the pink 
tables on your way into the stadium, pick 

up a brochure, and speak to any one of the 
volunteers working at this table.  You can 
also go to www.CommunityCares.org for 
more information.  Also, don’t miss the 

Big Pink Check presentation at halftime 
to Amy Sayegh, founder of Community 
Cares, from our own Mahopac Teacher’s 
Association.

October 
Open Houses

The answer you’ve been searching for.

You’re invited!

Families choose Soundview Prep because of its rigorous 
college preparatory curriculum, its strong music and art 

program, and its personalized learning community.

Soundview
Preparatory School

914 962-2780  •  soundviewprep.org
370 Underhill Avenue, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 

Sunday, October 4 • 1 pm - 3 pm
Thursday, October 15 • 9 am - 11 am
Sunday, October 25 • 1 pm - 3 pm

By Arthur Cusano
Thousands will hit the streets of 

Mahopac Sunday for the 13th Annual 
Mahopac Street Fair, presented by the 
Greater Mahopac-Carmel Chamber of 
Commerce.

The fair kicks off at 11 a.m. and runs 
until around 5 p.m. It will feature a 
wide variety of local businesses and 
organizations, said Greater Mahopac-
Carmel Chamber of Commerce Executive 
Director Mike Bucci.

“You’ll find ice cream, hot dogs, Italian 
food, handbags, security companies, 
lending banks looking to build new 
relationships and people selling 
Tupperware,” Bucci said. “You’ll meet 
realtors, dance companies, marinas - 
people with a product to sell, a service to 
offer and people who have established a 
great brand already that want to reinforce 
it in a very big small town.”

The event is also family-friendly, with 
rides, raffles, games, face painting and 
a free movie at 6:30 p.m. Bucci credited 
street fair committee co-chairs Dominic 
Zecca of Alesca Productions and John 

Iorio of Fun Time Amusements for 
helping to make this year’s event bigger 
and more diverse than ever.

“It used to be just our merchant 
showcase, but now we have DJ music 
down the street for a half mile thanks to 
Pozzitiv Productions. It’s going to be like 
Disney world where you no matter where 
you go there will be music.”

Non-profit organizations such as the 
Putnam Women’s Resource Center and 
Relay for Life will also have booths to help 
build awareness, Bucci said.

The fair will also coincide with the 
Columbus Day Parade, sponsored once 
again by the Italian American Club 
of Mahopac. The parade steps off at 2 
p.m. and features local fire and police 
departments, elected officials and scout 
troops. 

“The parade attracts thousands of 
people with the street fair, so it’s a perfect 
marriage of community events,” Bucci 
said. “People come for the parade, and 
before and afterwards they’ll come and 
eat great food, meet the local professionals 
in their area and men and women from 

companies in the area that provide 
services to the community.”

For more information on the street fair, 
go to www.mahopaccarmelonline.com. 

Bigger and More Diverse, Mahopac Street Fair Returns 

Mahopac Football Set for Annual ‘Pink Game’

MAHOPAC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FACEBOOK PAGE
A photo from last year’s street fair.
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and serving for your country. By the time 
Rohde was done with his speech, those in 
attendance certainly had a better idea.

He and fellow soldiers commonly used 
gallows humor, which makes light of 
painful circumstances “to make things a 
little easier, to make the horror that we saw 
a little bit easier.” 

One saying was “When I die, I’ll go to 
heaven because I spent my time in hell,” 
among other humorous poems that left 
the crowd laughing in stitches. In Rohde’s 
platoon, the saying they had on their 
helmets was FIDO, which stood for “F-It 
and Drive On.” It’s a saying that Rohde uses 
to this day. 

County Executive MaryEllen Odell said 
bringing the wall to Putnam “invoked an 
awful lot of thought.” 

Odell recalled growing up watching 
images of young men fighting overseas 
and the footage of the lottery to determine 
which Americans would be drafted next 
to serve for their country. Odell said she 
wants the Traveling Wall to give residents 
“hopefully some closure, hopefully it’ll 
bring us back what it is that makes this 
country so great.”

Sheriff Don Smith, a veteran himself 
and former brigadier general, said by 
assembling at the site of Traveling Wall like 

Thursday night, it shows “we are a grateful 
nation.” He urged people to never forget 
those that died during the course of war. 

Smith said by honoring the Vietnam 
veterans that died in action, residents are 
also remembering the more than million 
servicemen and servicewomen that died 
as a result of going to any war. Smith said 
looking at this wall, as well as the wall in 
Washington, DC is always overwhelming, 
because you realize how many Americans 
actually gave their lives. 

“Freedom isn’t free,” Smith said. “That 

it’s been bought and paid for by those that 
are willing to experience toil, sweat, tears, 
separation, loneliness and also for many of 
those that paid the ultimate sacrifice with 
their lives.”

Smith did note he’s concerned and even 
troubled that many people are taking their 
natural rights and freedom for granted, 
becoming uninformed on important 
issues occurring in the United States. 
Smith requested all leaders at every level 
reinvigorate the principles that have made 
the country great.

“I believe each of us here tonight, we 
need to pledge our lives, our fortune, and 
our sacred honor so that the United States 
of America that they died for will become 
the United States of America that all of us 
will be proud to live for,” Smith said.

A large gathering of Vietnam veterans 
attended the opening ceremony, 
reflecting on what the wall meant to 
them. Throughout the weekend, names 
of the fallen were read continuously with 
residents throughout the region visiting to 
find a lost relative or friend’s name. Eleven 
Putnam residents died in the Vietnam War.

A massive convoy led the Traveling 
Wall into the county last Wednesday and 
it stood tall from Thursday until Sunday 
afternoon when it moved on to another 
part of the country.

Lake Carmel residents Mike Tiren 
and Dennis Noonen came on Thursday 
evening and both made sure to look at the 
wall before they went home. Both know 
fellow soldiers on the wall.

“I have friends on the wall,” Tiren said. 
“It brings back a lot of memories.”

Both have been down to Washington, 
DC to visit the actual size Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Wall and believed this 
replica compared well to it.

“It’s very moving, that’s why they call it 
the moving wall,” Noonan noted. 

Vietnam Traveling Wall Stands Somberly in Putnam

Two attendees stand and read names off  the Traveling Wall.

Residents from around the county prepare for the opening ceremony Thursday evening. Led by Master Sergeant Mary Kay Messenger, everyone sang patriotic songs Thursday.

Vietnam veteran and Chairman of  the Traveling Wall Committee Karl Rohde. Legislators Toni Addonizio (right) and Dini LoBue stand next to the wreath representing Putnam County, 
which was brought up by County Executive MaryEllen Odell and Sheriff  Don Smith.

continued from page 1
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By David Propper
After a challenge to disallow two trustee 

candidates in the Village of Brewster 
was tossed, two slates of candidates that 
include two incumbents on each side 
have four individuals vying for the two 
open board seats.

In a last minute effort, current Trustee 
Teresa Stockburger and familiar face on 
Main Street Erin Meagher are running 
on three lines, including the Republican 
one, against Trustee Christine Piccini and 
political newcomer in Brewster George 
Gaspar.

Although paperwork was filed to 
challenge the results of the caucus that 
got Meagher and Stockburger on certain 
party lines, it was tossed. Democratic 
Commissioner at the Board of Elections 
Cathy Croft said upon completion of the 
review of the specifications submitted 
concerning the Conservative and 
Republican caucuses held in the village, 
she and Republican Commissioner Tony 
Scannapieco “were split on our decision; 
therefore the nominating certificates for 
the candidates stands as filed.”

Piccini has served for eight years and 
has been deputy mayor each year. Over 
her last two terms, Piccini said her work 
has been focused on revitalizing the 
village by chairing the Comprehensive 
Plan Update Committee, which is a 
“hands on endeavor.” 

Describing herself as an “out of the 
box thinker” Piccini said she is also 
spearheading the village board’s effort 
to revise the zoning code to fit the new 
comprehensive plan. She said she is 
fortunate to be running with the Best for 
Brewster team, which includes Mayor Jim 
Schoenig and Gaspar.

“Mayor Jim Schoenig, George Gaspar, 
and I have the experience, commitment 
and demonstrated breadth of knowledge 
to turn the vision into reality,” she said.

Gaspar is currently on the village 
planning board and works as an architect 
professionally. Gaspar said those two 
titles would be helpful with everything 
occurring in the village, including the 
comprehensive plan. He believes the 
village board is moving in the right 
direction. 

“I want to continue the movement that 
the comprehensive plan committee has 
put in place and see some of the future 
developments bring the village back into 
a viable location again as it once was,” 
Gaspar said. 

Meagher and Stockburger will run on 
three lines, including the Republican, 
Conservative, and Reform lines. Schoenig 
will also be on those three lines.

Stockburger has served for ten years 
and one of her main focuses has been 
beautifying Main Street by having flower 
baskets, and American and holiday flags 

lined up to make 
the hub of Brewster 
a more welcoming 
place.

Going forward, 
Stockburger wants 
to concentrate on 
getting bicycles off 
Main Street and 
improve recycling 
efforts in the village. 
She also wants to 
improve relations 
with the Town of 
Southeast.

“It’s important 
to have people that 
know what’s going 
on to continue until something good has 
happened,” Stockburger said. “And I think 
we’re in the process of that now.”

Despite Schoenig appearing on three 
lines with her, Stockburger said he hasn’t 
approached her about campaigning and 
had no further comment as to why.

Stockburger lauded Meagher as a 
capable candidate who has done different 
things for the village, describing her as a 
“ball of fire.”

“She’s the next generation,” she said. 
“And I think it’s important we have her 
voice on the board.”

Meagher ran two years ago and was 
only on the Conservative line. Now 

that she’s on three lines through caucus, 
Meagher believes it shows support from 
the community. 

“I’ll stand behind my record in 
helping the village,” Meagher, who chairs 
Founder’s Day, said. 

Meagher said she would fight to change 
Envision Brewster meetings to times 
more convenient for village residents and 
would fight against the price of water that 
she believes is too high. The relationship 
between the village and Southeast has 
“deteriorated so much in the past two 
years it’s unfathomable,” Meagher said.

She added the spending in the village 
is “out of control” and the “salaries for 
certain people are a little bit too high.” 

Near Election Day, Trustees Race in Brewster Now Contested

ARTHUR CUSANO PHOTO
Christine Piccini (left) and Teresa Stockburger might be the two incumbents 
running, but they certainly aren’t on the same team going into Election Day.
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By Rick Pezzullo 
The establishment of a Sing Sing 

Historic Prison Museum in Ossining 
become closer to a reality last week 
after state Senator David Carlucci (D/
Rockland, Westchester) announced he 
had secured $100,000 in the state budget 
for the project.

The funds will be used specifically to 
hire a historic preservation architect to 
prepare an assessment of a 1825 cell block 
and a 1936 Power House at the prison to 
develop a set of plans and specifications 
for their preservation.

“By building a museum that will garner 

national attention, we will be preserving 
Ossining’s past, while allowing economic 
development and tourism to expand its 
future,” Carlucci said outside the prison, 
flanked by state Assemblywoman Sandra 
Galef (D/Ossining), Ossining Mayor 
Victoria Gearity, Town Supervisor Sue 
Donnelly and others.

Galef also played a role in locking up 
$1 million in Dormitory Authority funds, 
which will be utilized for the construction 
of the museum.

“I believe this is a transformative 
project that could have major benefits to 
our area for decades to come,” Galef said. 

“Sing Sing’s story needs to be told and 
that includes all of the history of the penal 
system and how Sing Sing has impacted 
our culture since 1825 when it was first 
built here on the banks of the beautiful 
Hudson River.”

Historic Hudson River Towns has 
commissioned the services of renowned 
historian Brent Glass, Director Emeritus 
of the Smithsonian Institute, to assist 
with the development of the museum and 

creating a plan to preserve the historic 
buildings on the site.

“The identity of the Village of Ossining 
is intrinsically linked to Sing Sing Prison,” 
Gearity said. “I am excited for the 
opportunities that come with the opening 
of what will be a world class museum. 
Visitors from nearby and across the 
country will be welcomed by the Ossining 
community.”

Carlucci, Galef Secure State Funding for Sing Sing Museum
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By David Propper
After months of searching and waiting, 

it appears the Economic Development 
Corporation has finally found a new 
president to help bring economic growth 
into Putnam County. 

Acting EDC chairman Jeff Kellogg said 
during an Sep. 17 Economic Development 
Committee meeting that the corporation 
is close to hiring a new president, a 
position that’s been vacant since February 
after losing past president Meghan Taylor, 
who was promoted to a state position. 

The corporation has focused on 
finding a replacement for her since she 
left, with little initial success. During the 

first search, there were two candidates 
that Kellogg said were “excellent” but 
later backed out. Then after conducting 
another round, a potential candidate 
seems to have been confirmed. Because 
“loose ends” still need to be tied up, 
Kellogg said he couldn’t reveal the name 
yet. The position would be for $85,000 per 
year.

Legislator Dini Lobue said she was 
concerned that the salary of the EDC 
president continues to increase. In 2010, 
a former president made $55,000, LoBue 
noted, adding the EDC and IDA used to 
share services and personnel, but that is 
no longer the case. For a larger price tag 
for a new president, LoBue wants to see 
stronger results. 

“I’m concerned because I don’t see any 
economic activity in the county,” LoBue 
said. “Something here, in my opinion, 
is not functioning and I think giving 
someone $85,000 (and some benefits)-
-this is a very costly endeavor without 
providing any economic development.”

Kellogg responded and said in order to 
find a qualified candidate to the fill the 
spot it has to offer a suitable salary. He 
added the goal isn’t always to bring new 
businesses into the county, but retain the 
ones that are already here and assist small 
businesses. 

“It’s about cheerleading, promoting, it’s 
about getting out and talking things up 

and generating activity,” Kellogg said. “It 
takes time to make things grow.”

Legislator Ginny Nacerino said while 
$85,000 sounds like a lot of money, a 
competitive salary must be offered to 
attract the right expertise and networking 
skills. 

While the EDC is set to pay a new 
president the highest salary ever for the 
position, emergency funding for the IDA 
was turned down by the county executive 
administration. 

County Executive MaryEllen Odell, 
in a two page letter to the Legislature, 
explained she would not approve the 
emergency funding for a multitude of 
reasons including the IDA’s lack of a 
submitted business plan and because the 
agency has several different avenues it can 
explore for revenue. 

“Giving money to an agency that has 
the ability to generate revenue on its own 
would be a fiscally irresponsible move 
for Putnam County and not a precedent 
I would like to see started,” Odell wrote.

Odell argued the IDA could impose 
a one percent processing fee on the 
estimated cost on a bond project, it could 
impose an annual fee of $2,500 or 10 
percent of sales tax/mortgage transfer 
tax savings, or make the project applicant 
responsible for fees associated with 
earning tax abatements.

Odell also noted the IDA turned down 

a proposed loan, though IDA chairman 
Richard Ruchala has previously said the 
loan came with too many strings attached 
and would be money the agency wouldn’t 
be able to pay back.

Legislator Barbara Scuccimarra said the 
county’s finance department could assist 
in doing the books and reporting, similar 
to Westchester and Monroe counties, 
which could be a cost-saving measure. 

IDA board member Bill Nulk, who 
spoke at the meeting, said the IDA can’t 
sustain itself because the bond market 
isn’t an option and the other incentive 
programs don’t generate a substantial 
amount of revenue. 

Nulk stressed the current economic 
development model in Putnam needs to 
be restructured, with several different 
options that could be looked at by a slew 
of stakeholders. 

Ruchala, who was sick and couldn’t 
attend, expressed by phone the following 
week disappointment in the hiring of a new 
EDC president without any connection to 
the IDA. Ruchala said previously it would 
be difficult for the IDA to operate without 
any money from the county in its account 
the rest of the year. 

The goal of the IDA is to make a “cost 
efficient economic development model 
that would be successful and inexpensive 
to the taxpayers of Putnam County,” 
Ruchala said.
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Letters to the Editor

In 1965, Jane and I built our home in 
Southeast and also began our 30 teaching 
careers in the Brewster Central School 
system. We are happy to endorse three 
extraordinary individuals who will lead our 
town for the next decade.

Lynne Eckardt, through her wise and 
thoughtful approach, recently worked with 
the Brewster School District to provide 
emergency assistance during catastrophic 
weather events. In fact, during the Super 
Storm Sandy disaster, Lynne was a constant 
presence dispensing bottled water and dry 

ice to townspeople in need.
John Lord has fought to preserve 

Southeast’s zoning laws and the master plan, 
which safeguard the value of our homes and 
businesses. John also works as a steward of 
the Diverting Reservoir Trail putting strong 
action behind words.

Louis Ciaramella wishes to restore, to 
the Southeast Highway Department, the 
“neighbor helping neighbor’ approach that 
was the hallmark of the Dick Palmer and 
Jim Lawlor years. Louis’ managerial skills 
are evident in his leadership of construction 

crews in the building of high performance 
commercial and residential skyscrapers in 
New York City. On early wintry mornings, 
when a snowstorm is forecast for the 
Hudson Valley, Louis’ plows will be primed 
and ready, his crews will be trained and 
ready and Louis will be ready to lead them 
into battle against the elements so that our 
roads are clean and safe.

On November 3rd we strongly urge a 
vote for Eckardt, Lord and Ciaramella.

Jane and John P. Noone
Southeast

I have been a resident of Mahopac since 
2005. My wife lived here most of her life 
and we have two daughters, Isabella and 
Grace, who attend Austin Road School.

I wanted to take a moment and thank 
County Executive MaryEllen Odell 
for all of her hard work and support in 
revitalizing Putnam County Golf Course. 
It’s good to see our tax dollars working to 
renovate aspects of our community that 
make living in Mahopac special.

From the complete overhaul of the 
parking lot to all the improvements in and 
around the golf course, I decided to take 
advantage of the full season membership 

and have absolutely no regrets. It was 
a fantastic year playing golf at Putnam 
County Golf Course.

But the real reason for my letter is to 
thank her for supporting Putnam County 
Golf Course as a center for community 
events. It is a pleasure to see the hundreds 
of Mahopac residents who come and 
support the golf course for Friday night 
dinner events during the summer. At one 
event, there must have been over 1,100 
people who attended. I can’t tell you how 
many of my friends and family talk about 
the Friday Night dinners at the golf course 
and most importantly, most of them are 

NON-golfers.
At the same time, I will be attending 

the United Way’s Putnam County’s Best 
Chefs and Fine Wines on September 21 
as a representative of M&T Bank. This is 
just one more example of how her support 
to renovate the catering facility at the golf 
course draws business to our community.

Keep up the great work and thank you 
for supporting what’s most important 
about Mahopac and Putnam County, the 
people.

Sincerely,
Michael Picciano
Mahopac

The election of the Southeast Town Board 
will be fast upon us.  Two qualifications 
should distinguish the candidates: 
accomplishment and bipartisanship. Our 
country is sick and tired of politicians 
bickering and accomplishing nothing.  
Fortunately, here in Southeast, the tenure 
of Councilwoman Lynne Eckardt has been 
exemplary.

Lynne works hard and gets the job 
done. She works well with Supervisor 
Tony Hay, who is from another political 
party.   During Lynne’s years as a member 
of the Town Board, she has helped restore 

Southeast’s fiscal health by helping to 
increase the fund balance from $98,000 to 
over $1.3 million, at the same time keeping 
our taxes within the NYS guideline of 2%.  
At her urging, Supervisor Hay now gives a 
monthly fiscal report.

Eckardt is helping to protect the 
environment while saving us money.  
Under her leadership and working with the 
Board, solar panels for the former Landfill 
will save the Town over $1.8 million over 
the next twenty years. Working with 
the NYC Department of Environmental 
Protection, the Putnam County Land Trust 

and Concerned Residents of Southeast, a 
trail alongside the Diverting Reservoir was 
created AND still remains on the tax rolls. 
Lastly, Lynne Eckardt was instrumental 
in the donation of 5 commercially zoned 
acres on Route 6 to the Town. The land is 
currently assessed at over $600,000.

We, the people of Southeast, need 
and deserve this hard working public 
servant. Re-elect Eckardt and vote for the 
Democratic and ‘We the People’ Team for 
Southeast. 

Janet Keyes
Southeast 

Support Connection cordially invites 
all community members to participate 
in our 21st Annual Support-A-Walk that 
will take place on Sunday, October 4, 
2015 at FDR Park in Yorktown Heights.  
Join us for this uplifting event where we 
gather to celebrate and pay tribute to 
people whose lives have been impacted by 
breast or ovarian cancer. The Support-A-
Walk is about the power of caring and the 
importance of community.   The money 
raised at the Walk helps fund Support 
Connection’s critically needed free, 
confidential breast and ovarian cancer 
support services. 

Over the last few months, your 
publication has promoted our Walk and 
shared stories of strength and hope with 
your readers. We are so grateful for your 

belief in our mission. Since Support 
Connection is one of the few organizations 
in the country who offers personal 
support provided by cancer survivors, 
the demand for our services continues to 
grow.  Since opening our doors in 1996, 
with a phone and a few volunteers, we 
have grown to help thousands of people 
all over the country. The success of the 
Walk throughout the years enables us to 
continue to provide these vital services.

Participating in the Walk will leave 
a lasting impression on you. With over 
200 volunteers present, it is truly a labor 
of love. Along the walk path, walkers 
enjoy the spirited bands, cheerleaders 
and supporters.  Refreshments and music 
await at the end of the Walk, all due to the 
generosity of our donors and sponsors.  

Seeing the sheer volume of walkers relays 
the message that no one has to be alone 
when dealing with cancer. 

Even if you can’t make the Walk, you 
can still make a difference by making a 
donation.  For more information about the 
Support-A-Walk or to make a donation, 
please visit www.supportconnection.org 
or call us at 914-962-6402. 

A special thanks to Brian and his 
wonderful staff at FDR State Park who 
work tirelessly to make sure the Park is 
spotless and welcoming to all participants 
in the Support-A-Walk.

With deep gratitude,
Katherine Quinn
Executive Director

Democratic Slate in Southeast Election Wise Choice

Putnam Golf Course Great for Golfers and Non-Golfers Alike

Eckardt’s Tenure on Southeast Board Exemplary

Lower Hudson Urged to Attend Annual Support-A-Walk 
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By Neal Rentz
Brewster resident Bailey Santucci 

opened Putnam Paws Doggy Daycare 
& Grooming in Brewster in August, but 
her passion for dogs has been a life long 
endeavor.

“I just have had a love of animals 
forever,” she said last week. 

Aside from running her new business, 
Santucci also grooms dogs. “I am a self-
taught dog groomer,” she noted. She 
graduated from cosmetology school, 
originally intending to cut people’s hair, 
but she decided instead to work with pets. 
While studying cosmetology she worked 
as a veterinarian’s technician at an animal 
hospital. “I just decided to combine the 
two,” she said.

She was a manager and groomer at a 
dog grooming business in Ossining for 
about three years.

Santucci said she decided to open a 
business, which is part of the Brewster 
Chamber of Commerce, in the village 
after her parents, Kimberley and Dennis, 
were looking to move to Brewster two 
years ago. “I saw the building. It was a 
perfect location,” she said. “I basically 
gutted the inside and made it entirely what 
I wanted.” The building was previously a 
real estate office. 

Most of Santucci’s clients live in Putnam, 

though some also live in Ossining and 
other locations in northern Westchester. 

 It is the first business Santucci has 
owned. But being an entrepreneur is 
nothing new in the Santucci family; her 
father owns a construction company.

Santucci said the business is “full 
service grooming salon and we have 
doggy daycare.” Dogs can be dropped off 
and will be placed in one of four rooms. 
“There all based on breed size,” she said. 

“All the rooms have TVs. We have beds, 
toys and we have water dishes built into 
the ground. We also have a big outside 
dog run so all the dogs go out every hour 
based on their groom.”

Watching television is something dogs 
like to do, Santucci said, noting only dog-
related videos are played on the facility’s 
televisions. “They’re always intrigued by 
it,” she said. “They’ll bark with the dogs, 
sometimes, on the TVs.” 

There are no overnight stays permitted 
for dogs yet, but Santucci said she hoped 
to receive the necessary approvals to start 
doing so in the next six months.

Santucci said one of her goals is to 
expand her business.  “I’m the only doggy 
daycare facilities in Brewster and one of 
two other groomers,” she said.  

Santucci said her dog day care is 
different from other similar facilities. 
“It has a much more homey feel to it as 
opposed to an industrial open big room 
where all the dogs are interacting,” she 
said. “This is more like a home.” 

Putnam Paws Doggy Daycare & 
Grooming is located at 1485 Route 22 
in Brewster. For more information call 
845-363-1336, or send an e-mail to 
Putnampaws@gmail.com.

Putnam Paws Doggy 
Daycare & Grooming - Brewster

Business 

of the Week

NEAL RENTz PHOTO
Brewster resident Bailey Santucci, owner of  Putnam Paws Doggy Daycare & Grooming in the village with 
her Long Haired Chihuahua Prue. 

NEAL RENTz PHOTO
One of  the dog daycare rooms at Putnam Paws Doggy Daycare & Grooming in Brewster.

‘It has a much more 
homey feel to it as 

opposed to an industrial 
open big room where all 
the dogs are interacting.’ 
Owner Bailey Santucci 
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Across
1. Media watchdog, for short
4. Promissory note, so to speak
7. Freon, generically
10. Soaking sound
11. Cask for holding liquid
12. Chicken-king connector
13. White ball
14. Barely get the words out
16. Top cards or Peekskill automotive 
repair shop
18. A dozen berries that grew on a 
wooden vine, or Peekskill 
Restaurant, 12 ____
19. Noble domain
21. Put to test
22. Vote in
27. Lumpy
29. Brutish sort
33. Jeer
34. Barely manages
36. Auto shaft attachment
37. Trip for the conceited
38. Prediction
39. U.N. workers’ grp.
40. Daughter of Richard and Mary 
Bobbsey
41. Even so
42. Road surface

Down
1. Pretense
2. Congressional group
3. They might have rouge on them
4. “_____ a Small World”
5. Money spent
6. Defenseless

7. Temporary quarters
8. Fly the coop
9. 2006 Disney/Pixar film
15. Bell or Kettle
17. Black or Red?
20. The Carrington saga
23. Schlep
24. Evoke
25. Teachings of rabbinical origin
26. Aftershock
28. ___ but a goody
29. End of grace
30. Philippine city
31. Holy statue
32. “__ myself and I”, De La Soul
35. Fix upon

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 17
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By Ann Fanizzi
There is a whole spate of books by Bill 

O’Reilly entitled “Killing” of famous 
personages.  Well Tilly Foster Farm 
is our own famous personage being 
slowly and brutally killed by County 
Executive MaryEllen Odell and Deputy 
County Executive Bruce Walker and 
some members of the Legislature.  
Disappointedly, the two members of the 
legislature, Joseph Castellano and Roger 
Gross, Town of Southeast representatives, 
who one would have expected to defend 
this gem of the town’s historical, cultural 
and agricultural history, have stood idly 
by and even approved of the carnage that 
has taken place.

For almost two years Odell/Walker 
regime has denied the public access to 
the Farm; has engaged in systematically 
betraying their promise to Putnam 
County residents, clearly expressed at 
visioning sessions held in the Spring 
of 2014 to protect the historic Farm, 
has misused taxpayer and DEP funds 
to “repurpose” the property, turning 
the Farm into a “Campus.” They have 
shamelessly and with impunity ignored 
the public’s stated vision for an equestrian 
center to advance their own delusional 
profit-driven agenda. The residents and 
most especially the children have been 
unconscionably robbed of its enjoyment, 
education and appreciation. While 

horse boarding thrives in Patterson 
and at Green Chimneys in Southeast, 
Tilly Foster languishes with only two 
miniature horses not 24 inches high to 
graze in its fields.

Disrespecting America’s husbandry 
and Tilly’s agricultural history, they have 
replaced its native animals- its stallions 
and mares with miniatures; its guinea 
hogs with New Zealand Kunekunes; 
and Jacob sheep with South American 
alpacas.

Odell and Walker have despoiled the 
farmland and Farm’s structures first 
by a one-time carnival (fair), losing 
anywhere from $15,000-$30,000 in July 

of 2014, plundering acres of open spaces 
for parking lots.  This plunder continues 
unabated, as additional acres are being 
ripped from the once green pastures 
behind the iconic Lodge. However, 
not content with turning paradise into 
parking lots, they have proceeded to 
attack The Lodge itself, the handiwork of 
Italian craftsman and former manager, 
John Gaudelli, gutting the original 
architecture and transforming it into a 
out -of -scale monstrosity.

By latest count, Odell/Walker are 
proposing to squander close to $2 
million to “repurpose” the Farm into 
some kind of copy-cat Woodstock with 
expanded banquet facilities and BOCES  
lease, requiring wasteful expansion of 

septic fields, sewage and increase in 
bathroom facilities, with the hope of a 
mere $36,000 from the lease.  

Fellow Putnam County residents, we 
have created a YouTube video, detailing 
the devastation occurring at our beloved 
Farm entitled KILLING TILLY FOSTER. 
In addition, shortly a protest petition will 
be posted on change.org, demanding that 
the County reverse course and restore 
our Tilly according to that envisioned 
by the participants of the Spring 2014 
workshops,

I am indebted to Kara Dorkin for 
assisting me in this project.

Fanizzi is a resident of the Town of 
Southeast and longtime Tilly Foster 
volunteer and donor.

Op-ed: Killing Tilly Foster Farm in Southeast

Ann Fanizzi
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By Rick Pezzullo
For the last 11 years, Barbara Cervoni 

has chronicled the ups and downs of 
women and their families battling breast 
and ovarian cancer, while also spreading 
the word about Support Connection’s 
largest annual source of funding, 
Support-A-Walk, which this year will be 
held on Sunday, October 4 at FDR State 
Park in Yorktown.

Now, Cervoni can personally relate 
to the thousands of women who have 
benefitted from the free and confidential 
services and programs offered by the 
not-for-profit organization after being 
diagnosed on November 7 with early 

Stage A breast cancer.
Cervoni, director of services 

and communications for Support 
Connection, said her experience with 
women who have been afflicted with 
the disease did not prepare her for the 
moment her doctor told her she had 
cancer, but it did help her make the 
decision to share her health hurdle.

“This is surreal,” Cervoni said. “One 
thing I learned very quickly: No matter 
how much time you spend listening 
and trying to learn what it is like to 
have cancer, nothing can prepare you 
for what it feels like. I was much more 
educated and informed than the average 
woman who’s diagnosed, yet it was like 
starting from square one when I heard 
those words myself. I was terrified, 
overwhelmed, confused, and everything 
else in between.”

“Unfortunately I see all aspects of it. 
The downside is I see all the struggles,” 
she said. “The unknown is the really 
scary thing and having to tell my kids 
and my family. Deciding who to tell and 
when to tell them was a big thing for me. 
Everyone was shocked and very upset on 
my behalf because they knew what I had 
in store for me.”

A resident of Bedford Hills and mother 
of a daughter, 28, and a son, 25, Cervoni 
had surgery and completed months of 
radiation in March. She takes an oral 

therapy hormone blocker to prevent a 
recurrence of the cancer and has many 
follow-up doctor appointments.

“I’m figuring out what it actually 
means to be a cancer survivor,” Cervoni 
said. “I’m still processing it all. I’m 
not dwelling on ‘Oh my God it can 
happen again,’ but the physical and 
emotional part of dealing with that is all-
consuming. Do I worry that it can come 
back? Hell, yeah.”

As the 21st Annual Support-A-Walk 
rapidly approaches, Cervoni readily 
admits this year’s event, which annually 
inspires thousands of participants of 
all ages, will be like no other she has 

attended, both as photographer for 
Support Connection and as a member of 
her fundraising group Barbara’s Buddies.

“I know it’s going to be different because 
it already feels different,” Cervoni said. 
“The closer I get to the date, the more 
I realize it’s going to be different. It’s no 
longer me as an observer. It’s me as one 
those women. We need people’s support. 
We really rely on the funds we raise, even 
if they can’t physically be there.”

For more about Support-A-Walk, 
which kicks off at 9 a.m., rain or shine, on 
October 4, or Support Connection, visit 
www.supportconnection.org or call (914) 
962-6402 or (800) 532-4290.

Advertise in 
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Support Connection PR Director Learns First-Hand about Cancer

Barbara Cervoni with her daughter, husband and son.
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Saturday, September 19, marked the 
grand opening of the Guiding Eyes for the 
Blind Canine Development Center with 
a celebration for its staff, volunteers and 
supporters. The renovated 30,000 square-
foot, state-of-the-art facility, located in 
Patterson, NY, was made possible, in part, 
by the generous support of the PepsiCo 
Foundation. In total, Guiding Eyes 
raised $11 million to fund the renovation 
project.

In 2012, a PepsiCo Foundation grant 
to Guiding Eyes helped make possible the 
expansion and renovation of the original 
Canine Development Center. This facility, 
known throughout the international guide 
dog field for its groundbreaking advances 
in canine breeding and puppy training, 
required a major transformation in order 
to support the Guiding Eyes’ proprietary 

initiative entitled STEP - Successive 
Training and Enrichment Program. With 
STEP, puppies socialize at earlier ages 
than ever before, better preparing them 
for formal guide dog training.

“The human-canine bond is powerful; 
nowhere is that more evident than in a 
Guiding Eyes team,” said Guiding Eyes 
President and CEO Thomas Panek. “The 
Canine Development Center is the first 
step in the journey of our guide dogs; it is 
where they are born and receive early and 
vital training for their important futures.”

Built using green construction 
initiatives, the Canine Development 
Center’s 30-acre campus includes a 
puppy training pavilion, expanded 
kennels, open living areas, outdoor areas 
for off-leash exercise and an expanded 
veterinary hospital. The renovation nearly 
doubled the size of the original facilities, 
providing more teaching space for staff 
and volunteers to work together and have 
additional opportunities for orientation 
and training sessions.

“It is important to acknowledge 
Guiding Eyes’ volunteers, staff, graduates, 
ambassadors and friends, who assist us 
every day with our mission to transform 

lives, as well as the many contributors 
to the Canine Development Center 
renovation project,” said Panek. “Our 
friends at PepsiCo are members of the 
Guiding Eyes community and embrace 
our work in a number of meaningful 
ways. We are incredibly grateful for their 
continued support and our ongoing 
partnership.” 

The integrated relationship between 
Guiding Eyes and PepsiCo, which began 
in 2009, exceeds that of the typical 
business-nonprofit model. In addition to 
the PepsiCo Foundation’s support of the 
Canine Development Center, PepsiCo 
employees are Guiding Eyes volunteers 
through PepsiCo’s P-3 Program, which 
enables employees to bring puppies-in-
training to work and home to support the 
socialization process future guide dogs 

must undertake.
“We’re pleased to support the opening 

of the renovated Guiding Eyes Canine 
Development Center,” said John 
Stevenson of PepsiCo. “Beyond the 
grant we provided through the PepsiCo 
Foundation, we encourage volunteerism 
in the communities in which we operate, 
and more than 100 of our employees train 
and socialize puppies through Guiding 
Eyes in the tri-state area alone.  This 
state-of-the-art facility will enhance the 
early training of guide and service dogs 
in ways that will enrich the lives of both 
the visually impaired as well as children 
with autism.”

Guiding Eyes makes a profound and 
immediate difference in peoples’ lives, 
creating and supporting life-changing 
connections between people and 
exceptional dogs. The non-profit provides 
guide dogs, professional training, and 
lifetime support services to people with 
vision loss at no cost to them, depending 
solely on contributions to fulfill its 
mission. Additionally, Guiding Eyes 
places specially trained service dogs with 
children on the autism spectrum.

Guiding Eyes for the Blind’s Canine 

Development Center is located at 361 
Route 164 in Patterson, NY. They can be 
reached at 845.878.3330 or by visiting 
www.guidingeyes.org. For the latest news, 
please visit Guiding Eyes on Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/guidingeyes) and on 
Twitter (www.twitter.com/guidingeyes).
About Guiding Eyes for the Blind

Guiding Eyes (www.guidingeyes.org) 
is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that provides 
guide dogs to people with vision loss 
as well as service dogs to children with 
autism. The organization is passionate 
about connecting exceptional dogs with 
individuals and families for greater 
independence. Since its inception in 
1954, Guiding Eyes has grown to be one 
of the foremost guide dog schools in the 
world, known for its accredited training 
programs and lifetime commitment to 
its graduating teams. Guiding Eyes is 
dependent upon contributions to fulfill 
its mission and provides all services free 
of charge.
About PepsiCo Foundation

Established in 1962, the PepsiCo 
Foundation is the philanthropic anchor 
of PepsiCo, collaborating with non-profit 
organizations to develop innovative 
solutions to challenges facing underserved 
communities around the world.  In support 
of PepsiCo’s commitment to Performance 
with Purpose, the PepsiCo Foundation 
provides grants to eligible non-profit 

organizations to advance progress in 
the fields of Human, Environmental, 
and Talent Sustainability.  For more 
information, visit: http://www.pepsico.
com/Purpose/Global-Citizenship.
About PepsiCo

PepsiCo products are enjoyed by 
consumers one billion times a day in more 
than 200 countries and territories around 
the world. PepsiCo generated more 
than $66 billion in net revenue in 2014, 
driven by a complementary food and 
beverage portfolio that includes Frito-
Lay, Gatorade, Pepsi-Cola, Quaker and 
Tropicana. PepsiCo’s product portfolio 
includes a wide range of enjoyable foods 
and beverages, including 22 brands that 
generate more than $1 billion each in 
estimated annual retail sales.

At the heart of PepsiCo is Performance 
with Purpose – our goal to deliver top-
tier financial performance while creating 
sustainable growth and shareholder value. 
In practice, Performance with Purpose 
means providing a wide range of foods 
and beverages from treats to healthy eats; 
finding innovative ways to minimize our 
impact on the environment and reduce 
our operating costs; providing a safe and 
inclusive workplace for our employees 
globally; and respecting, supporting and 
investing in the local communities where 
we operate. For more information, visit 
www.pepsico.com. 

Guiding Eyes Holds the Grand Opening of the Canine Development Center

Guiding Eyes for the Blind’s renovated Canine Development Center, a 30,000 square-foot, state-of-the-
art facility, was made possible, in part, by the generous support of  the PepsiCo Foundation.

Guiding Eyes for the Blind staff  member Bethany Reinhardt gives a training demonstration in the 
Canine Development Center’s new puppy pavilion, an indoor socialization space where pups can work 
individually with staff  and volunteers in a stimulating environment.

In the Canine Development Center’s outdoor puppy socialization area, pups practice skills and enjoy play 
in a stimulating environment.
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The Hannaford Charitable Foundation 
today announced a $5,000 donation to 
CAREERS for People with Disabilities, 
Inc. to support their School-to-Work 
Transition Program, which aids high school 
students with disabilities in obtaining and 
maintaining employment.

The donation will support ongoing 
efforts and expansion of the program, 
which bridges the gap between traditional 
education and entry into the workforce for 
junior and senior high school students with 
learning, developmental, psychiatric and/or 
physical disabilities.

Hannaford’s support of CAREERS clients 
began in 2007 by providing internships to 
students at its stores in Putnam County. 
In 2014, the Carmel store was named 
CAREERS Employer of the Year for its 
accommodating and enthusiastic support 
of the non-profit organization’s clients.

“All of us at Hannaford are proud 
supporters of the School-to-Work 
Transition Program, which has helped 
so many students become self-sufficient, 
valuable members of the community’s 
workforce,” said Hannaford Supermarkets 
Regional Community Relations Specialist 
Brian Fabre. “We hope this donation will 
assist CAREERS in its efforts to provide 
more students with productive and 
sustainable career opportunities.”

The School-to-Work program helps 
students from Westchester and Putnam 

Counties move from school to meaningful 
employment, while easing the problem of 
chronic unemployment so prevalent among 
young people with disabilities. The donation 
will help CAREERS increase the number of 
students served by expanding their program 
to more schools in Putnam County school 
districts.

“Hannaford in 
Carmel has been a 
wonderful supporter 
of CAREERS since 
the store opened, 
by providing jobs 
and internships 
for our program 
participants,” said 
CAREERS Executive 
Director Tina 
Cornish-Lauria. 
“Financial support 
from the Hannaford 
Charitable 
Foundation is 
an important 
endorsement 
because they 
know better than 
anyone how vital 
our program is to 
young people with 
disabilities who need 
our assistance to find 
and keep a job in the 

community.”
Since 1987, CAREERS has made 

over 2,400 job placements and provided 
support services to over 6,300 people with 
disabilities throughout Westchester and 
Putnam Counties. All programs offered 
through CAREERS are provided at no 

cost to their clients or employers. For 
more information about CAREERS for 
People with Disabilities, Inc., visit www.
careersforpeoplewithdisabilities.org.
About Hannaford Supermarkets

Hannaford Supermarkets, based in 
Scarborough, Maine, operates 183 stores 
in the Northeast. Stores are located in 
Maine, New York, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, and Vermont. All Hannaford 
stores feature Guiding Stars, America’s first 
storewide nutrition navigation system and 
most stores have full-service pharmacies. 
Additional information can be found at 
www.hannaford.com.
About CAREERS for People with 
Disabilities

Since 1987, CAREERS has made 
over 2,400 job placements and provided 
support services to over 6,300 people with 
disabilities in Westchester and Putnam 
Counties. So far in 2015, they have placed 
over 65 individuals in new jobs and 12 in 
internships.

For information on CAREERS’ programs 
for individuals with disabilities, or if 
you are an employer in need of qualified 
help, contact CAREERS’ Carmel office, 
which serves northern Westchester and 
Putnam Counties, at (845) 225-8007.  
For more information, please visit www.
careersforpeoplewithdisabilities.org, or friend 
us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/
CAREERSforPeople.

It wasn’t that long ago that 15-year-
old Breanna Hennessey couldn’t walk a 
straight line or up a flight of stairs without 
feeling dizzy or getting a headache.

The competitive cheerleader suffered 
second-impact syndrome last year and as 
a result of her injury found it difficult to 
perform routine tasks. After six months 
of vestibular therapy at Putnam Hospital 
Center’s outpatient rehabilitation facility 
in Carmel, Hennessey returned to 
tumbling and dance, but later developed 
post-concussion syndrome.

She is now completing another six 
months of vestibular therapy and says she 
feels good.

“This has really helped more than 
anything,” said Hennessey, a junior at 
Carmel High School. “I can live a regular 
life.”

The vestibular system includes parts of 
the inner ear and works with the brain to 
maintain equilibrium as people interact 
with the world around them. If disease 
or injury damages this sensory system, 
vestibular impairments can emerge. 
Symptoms include vertigo, dizziness, 
blurred vision, difficulty concentrating, 
difficulty walking, imbalance and feeling 
disoriented.

Vestibular therapy is among the many 
services offered at Putnam Hospital 
Center’s rehab facility. A certified 
vestibular therapist works with patients 

to improve balance, reduce dizziness and 
vertigo and improve gaze stability during 
head movement. 

Common pathologies addressed 
include benign paroxysmal positional 
vertigo, or BPPV, post-concussion 
syndrome, cervicogenic dizziness, 
vestibular hypofunctions, Meniere’s 
disease (an inner ear illness) and acoustic 
neuromas. Individualized treatment 
sessions typically average six to eight 
weeks, twice a week, depending on the 
needs of the patient.

Physical therapist Vicki Seppell 
said her full caseload is comprised of 

patients needing vestibular therapy and 
at least 50 percent of the cases seen are 
due to concussions. She has practiced 
physical therapy for more than 14 years, 
specializing in vestibular therapy for the 
past 10 years. Seppell has seen a large 
increase in volume over the past two 
years due to increased awareness by both 
patients and physicians, she said.

“Many people think that concussions 
are only due to sports-related injuries, but 
they can occur after things such as falls, 
work-related injuries and car accidents as 
well,” Seppell said. “They can happen to 
anyone at any given time. Education and 

awareness are key.”
Some of the rehab Seppell does with 

her vestibular patients includes canalith 
repositioning maneuvers for BPPV, 
gaze stabilization exercises, habituation 
exercises and falls prevention and safety 
training. With post-concussion rehab, 
she includes exertion therapy using 
submaximal cardiovascular exercise, 
where she monitors patients’ vital signs 
while they are on a treadmill, bicycle or 
elliptical machine.

“I built up a nice, gradual pace on these 
machines, so now I can jog without a 
headache,” Hennessey said.

Balance Awareness Week to Defeat 
Dizziness is Sept. 14-20. The initiative by 
the Vestibular Disorders Association is 
meant to educate and raise funds toward 
combating vestibular disorders. To learn 
more, visit www.vestibular.org

“Breanna will never be able to cheer 
again, but she is able to go through her 
days, symptom free,” her mother, Jen 
Garcia, said. “We are so thankful for her 
vestibular therapist, Vicki Seppell. She 
always went above and beyond to educate 
both Breanna and me on her symptoms 
and was there to guide us through one of 
the most difficult times of our lives.”

For more information or to make 
an appointment for Putnam Hospital 
Center’s vestibular therapy program, call 
845-279-1785 (TTY 1-800-421-1220).

Concussed Teen Improves with Vestibular Therapy at PHC

The Hannaford Foundation recently awarded CAREERS for People with 
Disabilities a $5,000 grant for their School-to-Work Transition Program. 
Matthew Cosh, Hannaford Carmel Store Manager and Brian Fabre, Hannaford 
Community Relations Specialist made the presentation to Jessica Ekback, 
Hannaford Customer Service Associate and CAREERS client and her Job Coach 
Serena Shea, Careers Transition and Work-Based Learning Coordinator.  

Hannaford Gives Donation to CAREERS for People with Disabilities 
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John J. Smith
John J. Smith of Carmel, and Ft. 

Lauderdale, FL died on September 26. 
He was 76 years old. Born in New York 
City on December 6, 1938 to Joseph and 
Mae (Bailey) Smith formerly of County 
Wexford, Ireland. He is survived by his 
loving wife of 54 years, Mary Ann Dorsey 
Smith, cherished father of John Dorsey 
(Eva), John Kevin (Marc), John Michael, 
John Patrick (Holly) and daughter, 
Hilary Smith and nine grandchildren 
Brendan, Sven, Meghan, Emma, Owen, 
Ellery, Mara, Emeline, and Stillman. 
Also survived by his brothers William 
(Loretta) and Francis (Pauline), many 
nieces and nephews, and countless family 
and friends. John retired as a member of 
the 71st Regiment NYNG. He was the 
President/Owner of Excelsior/AEP. He 
was the Founder/Owner of Lexington 
Tennis Center, NYC. He was the past 
President of the Homefield Association, 
Yonkers YMCA, Kent Golf and Tennis, 
former board member of Sedgewood 
Club Associates and served on many 
other boards. John was a man of great 
character. He touched everyone he met 
with kindness, warmth, generosity and 

wit. He will be dearly missed. Visitation 
was Monday, September 28 at the Cargain 
Funeral Home Carmel. Mass of Christian 
Burial will take at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, 
September 29, at St. James Church, 
Carmel. In lieu of flowers, donations in 
memory of John may be made to Corpus 
Christi School, 535.

Helen Racz
Helen Racz of Mahopac, formerly of 

Queens, died peacefully in her home 
on September 22 at the age of 100 and 
a half. She was born in Pottsville, PA 
on March 8, 1915, the daughter of John 
and Mary Plasha. She is survived by her 
daughter Delores Motto, her daughter-
in-law Kathleen Racz, 4 grandchildren, 
13 great grandchildren and 7 great great 
grandchildren. She was predeceased 
by her husband Anthony and her son 
George.

Edward A. Kearney
Edward A. Kearney of Brewster, and 

formerly of Mahopac, died on Friday 
September 25, at the age of 83. He was 
born in The Bronx on October 27, 
1931, the son of Liam and Mary Ahearn 

Kearney. Ed served in the US Navy 
during the Korean Conflict. He earned 
his Master’s Degree from Iona College 
and worked as an accountant for various 
firms. From 1975 – 1996 he owned the 
Lake Mahopac Inn in Mahopac. Ed 
served on the Board of Education in the 
Mahopac School District and was a co-
founder of the Shamrock Club, which 
started the first St. Patrick’s Day Parade in 
Carmel. On January 8, 1955 he married 
Noreen Isherwood in White Plains. In 
addition to Noreen, he is survived by 
his sons, Kenneth (Jean), Christopher 
(Grace) and Edward (Kerry), his 
daughters, Maureen Curry and Teresa 
Kugler (Daniel), his brothers Patrick and 
William, his grandchildren Joe, Kaylin, 
Amanda, Brian (Kristy), Brett (Amanda), 
Sean (Adriana), Christopher, Michael, 
Denise (Mike), Kyle, Marc, John and Julia 
and his great grandchildren Victoria, 
Jack and Nicholas. He was predeceased 
by his sisters, Susan Culhane and Cecilia 
Kearney.

Thomas G. Hanratty
Thomas G. Hanratty of Mahopac, died 

on Saturday September 26, at the age of 

73. He was born in the Bronx on April 
4, 1942, the son of Thomas J. and Gladys 
Greene Hanratty. Thomas spent his career 
in banking and retired as a manager 
at Mellon Bank. He was a parishioner 
of St. John The Evangelist Church in 
Mahopac and a member of the Knights of 
Columbus, Fr. John P. Mooney Council 
in Mahopac. Thomas loved animals and 
had a fondness for Harley-Davidson 
motorcycles and Elvis. Thomas was a 
man of faith who had a great love for his 
family. He married Maureen Feeney at 
Santa Maria Roman Catholic Church 
in the Bronx on November 7, 1981. In 
addition to Maureen, he is survived by his 
daughter, Laura Grosso and her husband 
Anthony of Mahopac, his grandchildren, 
Anthony and wife Melissa, Jennifer and 
Victoria and his great granddaughter 
Olivia Rose. Visiting will be held on 
Tuesday September 29 from 5 p.m.-8 
p.m. and Wednesday September 30 from 
3 p.m.-8 p.m. at Joseph J. Smith Funeral 
Home. A Mass of Christian Burial will be 
celebrated on Thursday October 1 at 10 
a.m. at St. John The Evangelist Church 
in Mahopac with interment to follow at 
Gate of Heaven Cemetery, Hawthorne.

Obituaries

County Executive MaryEllen Odell 
and Chairman of the Putnam County 
Legislature Carl Albano invite Putnam 
County residents to mark their calendars 
and plan to attend the unveiling of the 
2016 Putnam County Budget.  Odell will 
present her 2016 Budget Address at 7 
p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 1 at the Putnam 
County Golf Course, 187 Hill Street, 
Mahopac, during a formal meeting of 
the Putnam County Legislature.  As she 
has done in the past, Odell will introduce 
the budget in an open-to-the-public slide 
show presentation.  

New York State has determined that the 
tax cap for 2016 is less than one percent.  
During the 2016 Budget Address, 
Odell, with the help of the other county 
executives from the Hudson Valley 
region—Westchester County Executive 
Rob Astorino, Dutchess County Executive 
Marc Molinaro, Rockland County 
Executive Ed Day and Orange County 
Executive Steve Neuhaus, will describe 
the struggles of staying within the 
imposed tax cap despite the collaborative 
efforts to consolidate and share services 
as well as eliminate inefficiencies.  

“We are all working together and doing 
more with less,” said Odell.  “It is, again, 
Albany’s inability to act on allowing the 
counties to have some oversight over the 
unfunded mandates, which consume 90 
percent of our budgets.” 

Despite an increase in unfunded 

mandates, Odell thinks the proposed 2016 
Budget will allow the Administration to 
work with the Legislature to fulfill “our” 
fiscal and social responsibilities to the 
people of Putnam.  

“The budget we are putting together is 
firm but fair,” Odell said.  “It is fair to our 
residents, to our employees, the outside 
agencies and most importantly to the 
taxpayers.”

Putnam County will once again be 
hosting a Business Expo prior to the 
start of the budget address to highlight 
businesses, organizations and not-for-
profits throughout Putnam.   Community 
pillars such as Putnam Hospital Center 
and new arrivals such as the Brewster 
Bulldogs Professional Hockey Team 
will be featured.  The Expo, which 
starts at 5 p.m., showcases a number of 
services offered for families through 
various county departments such as 
Health, Social Services, Youth Bureau, 
and Tourism.   During the Expo video 
taken from the Traveling Wall display at 
Putnam County Veterans Memorial Park 
will be shown.

Odell said she would welcome any 
organization that would like to participate 
in the Business Expo and asks that a 
representative contact her office at (845) 
808-1001.

To reserve a seat for the 2016 Putnam 
County Budget Address visit www.
putnamcountyny.gov.

Sports turf managers work hard to keep 
playing fields safe and healthy for both 
school athletes and the many community 
leagues that use these important green 
spaces. In an effort to keep our athletes 
safe, New York State’s Child-safe Playing 
Fields Act banned the use of pesticides 
on these fields (that includes herbicides, 
insecticides, and fungicides). With heavy 
use some fields have grown overrun with 
weeds or show bare patches where insects 
and heavy play have worn them down. 

In New York State, this USDA funded 
project is being headed off by Jenny 
Kao-Kniffin, of Cornell University’s 
Turfgrass Team. Three Putnam County 
school districts, Haldane, Mahopac, and 
Brewster, along with Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Putnam County, are taking 
part in this multi-state study to grow 
thick healthy turf on school athletic fields 
without the use of pesticides. 

In this study, school grounds managers 
will apply grass seed to existing turf in 
a process called “over-seeding.” Seed 
will be broadcast repeatedly on actively-
used natural turf fields during the fall 
sports season. Early studies have shown 
that these seeds continually germinate, 
creating a thicker playing surface and 
reducing weed pressure. Grass seeds are 
safe to apply to actively used turf and 
are inexpensive when compared to other 
remediation practices. This method 
essentially mimics natural grasslands, 

where seeds replenish the soil seedbank 
each year and maintain high grass density.

Data collected in this study will help 
grounds managers throughout the region 
determine if over-seeding will help them 
keep their playing fields safe and dense. 
The study ends after the spring 2016 
playing season. A regional program 
for grounds managers will be offered 
by Cornell Cooperative Extension.  
As part of this multi-county project, 
Jennifer Stengle of Cornell Cooperative 
Extension will oversee Putnam County’s 
participation.  For additional information 
please call Cornell Cooperative Extension 
at 845-278-6738 or email e.putnam@
cornell.edu

County Executive Odell to 
Unveil Budget This Week

Cornell Cooperative Brings Turn 
Program to Putnam’s Schools

Cornell Cooperative Extension Master Garden 
Volunteers Jo Anne Tenzer of  Mahopac and 
Craig Schroeter of  Putnam Valley take moisture 
readings and measure weed density.
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Louis Lindenbaum, Ed.D., deputy 
executive director of Putnam ARC, the 
leading provider of services for people 
with developmental disabilities in 
Putnam County, recently returned from 
presenting at an international conference 
related to mental health in intellectual 
disability.

The 10th International Congress of 
the European Association for Mental 
Health in Intellectual Disability: 
Integrating different approaches in the 
neurodevelopmental perspective was 
hosted from September 9-11, 2015 in 
Florence, Italy. Lindenbaum, along with 
several colleagues, presented on a number 
of topics including “Agency and family 
supports for individuals with fetal alcohol 
spectrum disorders (FASD) who engage 
in challenging sexual behaviors.” This 
presentation was based on a report that 
Lindenbaum and colleagues published 
in the Journal of Intellectual Disability 
Research.

The objective of the study was to “develop 
effective family level interventions for 

individuals with FASD…to understand 
the unique physical stressors that these 
families experience.”

“It was truly an honor to have our 
presentation accepted and to meet people 

from around the world who had shared 
experiences and knowledge in this field,” 
said Dr. Lindenbaum.

Lindenbaum has been with PARC for 
36 years and has served the agency in 
a number of capacities, from clinician 
through to his current work as the agency’s 
deputy executive directors. He has been 

a speaker at a number of national and 
international conferences related to the 
fields of mental health and intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. Lindenbaum, 
who received his Ed.D. from Boston 
University, is a licensed psychologist in 
New York and Connecticut.
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As I opened the door to my 
kitchen pantry to grab a quick 
snack, the thought occurred to 
me that I’ve lived in homes and 
apartments that didn’t feature 
a pantry and wondered how I 
managed without one.

As a kid, I distinctly 
remember how happy my 
mother was when she and 
my dad were able to purchase 
an older home that featured 
a “butler’s pantry,” which we 
hadn’t had before. To me, it 
sounded like something that 
only a fancy home should have.

A pantry might be as small 
as a shelf in a cupboard or as 
large as a walk-in closet. It is 
where we keep the foods and supplies 
used most often. This also is where small 
appliances will most likely be used such as 
the toaster, kettle, mixer, juicer and coffee 
machine. In my case, I also squeeze in a 
dry mop standing to one side and a small 
canister vacuum cleaner on the floor 
under the bottom shelf.

Being naturally curious about the 
origin of things, I also wondered how the 
pantry came about. The history of kitchen 
storage is an interesting reflection of what 
was going on through the ages socially, 
economically and, today, architecturally.

The word “pantry” comes from the 
French word paneterie, meaning from 
“pain,” the French word for bread. In 
medieval times food and supplies were 
stored in a number of specific rooms. 
Meats were kept in a larder, alcohol stored 

in a buttery and bread was 
stored in the pantry.

In Europe, traditionally the 
butler’s pantry was used to 
store silver, serving pieces and 
other kitchen-related items. 
Because of its value, silver was 
kept under lock and key with 
the butler actually sleeping in 
the pantry to guard against 
thievery.

In America, pantries 
evolved from early American 
“butteries,” built in a cold north 
corner of a home, into a variety 
of pantries in self-sufficient 
farmsteads. A cold pantry was 
the place to keep foods that did 
not necessarily need to be kept 

refrigerated. Breads, pie, cheesecakes, 
pastries, eggs and butter were common 
foods kept in a cold pantry. Vegetables 
could be brought up from the root cellar 
and stored in the cold pantry until ready 
to use.    

Prior to World War II, smaller homes 
in America did not have closets, cabinets 
or pantries for food and kitchen storage. 
To fill the need for kitchen storage, in the 
early 1900s the Hoosier Cabinet, made 
by the Hoosier Manufacturing Co. in 
Indiana, was created to be an all-in-one 
pantry for the new American home. Most 
Hoosier cabinets were about six feet high, 
four feet wide and two feet deep, making 
it ideal for small kitchens. The cabinet 
was typically sold with built-in storage 
bins and containers for everyday items 
like flour, sugar, coffee, tea and household 

spices. 
Hoosier cabinets today are found 

mostly on eBay, but for those that don’t 
have a pantry, there are tall pantry-type 
cabinets that go from floor to near the 
ceiling. These cabinets can store a lot of 
items, particularly if they are equipped 
with pullout can racks, shelving on the 
back of the doors and built-in bins. 

Whether a home features an elaborate 
pantry room or just designated shelves in 
kitchen cabinetry, there are now so many 
storage gadgets and devices that can 
make available space go much further. 
Lazy Susans help with access to items that 
would normally be stored in the back of 
a shelf. Pullout shelves accomplish the 
same goal. Bins can help keep loose items 
together and organized.

Because some things stored in pantries 
can be quite small, a pantry can be 
enhanced with a few smaller containers 
or drawers for loose items. Also, there can 
be mini shelves or racks for spices that 
can be added to the back of the pantry 
door. Of course, pantries are good places 
to store bulkier items, like paper towels 
and plastic storage containers.

In today’s homes, butler pantries can 
serve as an “in between room” located 
between the kitchen and formal dining 
room. Typically you will also find 
countertop space to be used as staging 
areas for serving meals, as well as storage 
for tableware, serving pieces, table 
linens, candles, wine and other dining 
room articles. More elaborate versions 
may include refrigerators, sinks or even 
dishwashers.

If the kitchen is regarded as the “heart” 
of the house, then certainly the pantry is 
its blood supply.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com). His real estate site is www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com, and his blog is 
www.TheHomeGuru.com. To engage the 
services of The Home Guru to market your 
home for sale, call 914-522-2076.

About the Kitchen Pantry: The Most Practical Room in the House

PARC Leader Presents at International Conference on Mental Health

BILL PRIMAVERA PHOTO
Early example of  a Hoosier cabinet, produced in 
the early 1900s for kitchen storage.
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The Surprises Lurking in Your Glass of Wine
Remember the 

old quip about 
a customer in a 
restaurant? “Waiter, 
there’s a fly in my 
soup.” “That’s all 
right. We won’t 
charge you for it.”

The modern 
version of this 
seemingly trite 

joke could easily take place in the 
surroundings of a wine bar or high-end 
restaurant. “Waiter, there’s black gunk in 
my glass of wine.” “That’s all right. It’s our 
house special.”

We’ve all experienced some form of 
adulteration in a glass of wine in our 
adult lifetimes. While at times off-putting 
and unsavory, often these anomalies in 
the expected purity and clarity of such a 
revered product are harmless.

Wine is an agricultural product and, 
as such, is a living, breathing organism 
with a sometimes-volatile life 
cycle. After fermenting in 
vats, wine is transferred in 
bulk into bottles. During this 
process, vestiges of sediment, 
yeast, bacteria and other 
microbes may be transferred 
into the bottle, which may 
influence our sensory 
perception of the wine. At 
times, this may result in 
off-putting tastes, aromas 
or appearances – or a 
combination of all three. 

Many winemakers make 
painstaking efforts to 
eliminate these particles 
and natural compounds 
from the wine before 
bottling. Others endeavor 
to produce the most natural 
wines possible, just as they 
feel nature intended them. 
If there is any residue, it is a sign of the 
natural order, in which imperfection can 
be viewed as an indication of perfection, 
the perfect balance between a winemaker 
as alchemist and conduit of nature.  

Here are several examples, in two 
categories, that, on the surface, might be 
considered reasons for rejecting a glass 
of wine that is served to you. In most 
instances, they are not cause for concern.

No need to be concerned, it’s just the 
natural order:

1. Black gunk. What is more pleasurable 
than anticipating the last drop of 
particularly enjoyable wine? What is 
more disconcerting than ingesting a 
mouthful of black, tart-tasting sediment 
instead? While disconcerting and a 

palate-killer, this sediment 
is harmless. Sediment is a 
natural byproduct in the 
production of wine. The 
reason certain wines contain 

sediment while others 
are free of this black 

gunk is a winemaker’s 
choice. Many 
winemakers will filter 

out this sediment using 
elaborate mechanical 
technology before bottling. 
Others prefer to produce 
the most natural product 
possible, proudly labeling 
their wines as “unfined 
and unfiltered.” Most 
consumers, once aware of 

the innocuous nature of this unctuous 
debris, simply exercise a bit more caution 
when approaching a bottle of red wine.     

2. Barnyard smell. Phew - no fine wine 
should emit aromas of a steamy pigsty. 
Yet I’ve experienced this phenomenon 
several times. The cause? Brettanomyces, 
or Brett, a yeast that may linger in a bottle 
of wine in spite of a winemaker’s efforts 
to eliminate it. While totally harmless and 
often fading after exposed to air, many 
consumers find it quite off-putting – 
unless you’re a fan of the barnyard. 

3. Partly cloudy or partly sunny? 
Particles of the byproducts of 
fermentation may remain in suspension 
when wine is bottled. This may result in 
a cloudy or hazy hue in a bottle of white 
wine. While naturally occurring and not 
harmful, it may be off-putting to certain 
wine drinkers. Many winemakers will 
filter out these elements before final 
bottling. It is rarely a reason to reject a 
wine being served.

4. Crystal treasure. If kept below forty 
degrees for a prolonged period, what 
appear to be tiny precious stones or 
shards of glass may appear at the bottom 
of a bottle of white wine. Neither valuable 

nor harmful, these tartrate crystals are 
tasteless and do not detract from the taste 
of the wine.

Cause for concern; there’s nothing 
natural about these:

1. Cork taint. The chemicals used to 
clean corks may infiltrate a bottle of wine. 
If your wine smells like your dog just in 
from a rainstorm or a wet newspaper left 
in your driveway, be concerned. Your 
waiter will replace it.

2. Residual sulfur. To prevent wine 
from early oxidization, sulfur compounds 
are added by law. Too much will result 
in odors of rotten eggs or just-struck 
matches. If overpowering and long 
lasting, reject the glass or bottle. 

3. Oxidation. If your Pinot Noir tastes 
like Sherry, it is likely the victim of 
intrusive oxygen through a faulty cork. 
Unless you enjoy Sherry with your lamb 
chops, reject the wine.

Wine is an evolving product of nature. 
As such, it is imperfect and highly variable. 
Winemakers may attempt to control its 
evolution and influence the outcome. 
Nature doesn’t always cooperate. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

By Rick Pezzullo
The SPCA of Westchester’s Humane 

Law Enforcement Unit took possession 
of 11 snakes from a residence on 
Lake Peekskill on September 15 after 
determining their owner could no longer 
care for them.

According to Chris Cooper, a reptile 
expert who supervised the transfer 
of the snakes to the SPCA, 10 of the 
snakes, all boa constrictors and pythons, 
were in good condition. One of the 
snakes, a Columbian Red-Tailed Boa, 
was euthanized at the SPCA’s Briarcliff 
Manor shelter due to fatal injuries it had 

suffered in the home.
The largest snake, a 13-foot male, 

Green Granite Burmese Python, weighed 
approximately 60 pounds. 

“Chris (Cooper) was just recently at 
the shelter to assist us with the care of 
35 lizards and turtles seized during an 
animal cruelty investigation in Port 
Chester,” SPCA Executive Director 
Shannon Laukhuf said. “I think it’s fair 
to say that we are truly expanding our 
humane mission which has traditionally 
involved the protection and care of dogs, 
cats and horses.”

By Renee Brauer
The Putnam County Sheriff ’s Office reported, on September 14 in Carmel, a 

Patterson woman, who was arrested based on drug related charges. On September 
9 at approximately 12:30 a.m., the Putnam County Sheriff ’s Office responded to 
investigate a report of a woman using hypodermic needle to inject drugs in the 
parking lot of Sauro’s Deli on Route 311 in the Town of Patterson. 

While on their way there, the deputy had encountered a woman who matched 
the description of the suspect walking on Route 311 near Route 292. He then 
decided to conduct a field interview and determined that the woman, later 
identified as Michele M. Finer, 24, of 21 Mountain View Road, Patterson was 

the subject that was reportedly using drugs. The deputy found that she was in 
possession of quantities of controlled substances, marijuana, and a hypodermic 
needle. 

Finer was arrested and charged with one count of criminal possession of 
a controlled substance in the 7th degree, a misdemeanor; as well as one count 
of criminally possessing a hypodermic instrument, also a misdemeanor, and 
unlawful possession of marijuana, considered a violation.

The defendant was processed at the Putnam County Correctional Facility and 
held pending arraignment. If found guilty of the misdemeanor charges, Finer will 
face up to a year in jail and a fine of up to 1,000 for each charge.

11 Snakes Rescued from 
Lake Peekskill Home

Patterson Woman Charged with Drug Possession
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Yoga: 
Fall yoga classes are scheduled to begin 

in September at Mahopac Public Library.  
The classes include Evening and Mid-Day 
Yoga with Chun Kim-Levin, Kripalu Yoga 
and Meditation with Michael Doherty, 
Self-Discovery through Yoga with Wendy 
Wolf, and Gentle Yoga with Meredith 
Laubin.  Registration is ongoing; 
individuals may register with the class 
fee at the Library’s Information Desk.   
No previous experience is necessary to 
attend these yoga classes; attendees are 
encouraged to wear loose or comfortable 
clothing, and to bring a Yoga mat or towel 
and a pillow to sit on.  For additional 
information call 845-628-2009, ext 100, 
or visit www.mahopaclibrary.org.
Art on Display:  

Exhibit of watercolors created by 
local artist JoJo Maxwell.  Her show will 
be on display in the Third Floor Gallery 
at Mahopac Public Library through 
September 30.

The Vision of One, The Power of 
Two, Champions of Millions. August 29 
through November 8, 2015.  The Riverside 
Galleries at Garrison Art Center
Ongoing Cancer Support: 

Cancer Support Available: Support 
Connection, Inc., a not-for profit 
organization that provides free, 
confidential support services for people 
affected by breast and ovarian cancer, 
offers a wide range of free support groups 
women with breast and ovarian cancer. 
Groups focus on topics pertaining to 
living with cancer through all stages of 
diagnosis, treatment and post-treatment. 
They are offered in Westchester, 

Putnam and Dutchess, and by toll-free 
teleconference. For a complete calendar 
of groups at all locations, visit www.
supportconnection.org. Advance 
registration is required for all groups; call 
914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.

Save the Date: 
Sunday, November 8

5th annual “Crafts for a Cure” 
Fundraiser, to benefit research in 
pediatric blood cancers, 1 p.m.-4:00 
p.m. Mahopac Firehouse on Route 6 and 
Croton Falls Road. If you would like to 
become a sponsor for make a donation 
please 
Save the Date: 

Vendors Wanted Annual Holiday 
Craft Fair: Saturday, November 21st  
from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. Lake Carmel 
Community Center.  For info, please 
email:  lcpdclerk@townofkentny.gov or 
call 845-306-5602.  Deadline Oct. 30th
Tuesday, September 29 

Banned Books Week:  Banned Books 
Week brings together the entire book 
community –- librarians, booksellers, 
publishers, journalists, teachers, and 
readers of all types –- in shared support of 
the freedom to seek and to express ideas, 
even those some consider unorthodox 
or unpopular. The Kent Public Library 
has created a display of previously 
banned or challenged books.  For more 
information about Banned Books Week, 
please go to http://www.ala.org/bbooks/
bannedbooksweek

Save Money, Save Energy workshop 
at Mahopac Public Library.  6:30 p.m. 
This program is especially important for 

those households 
with limited resources 
facing higher energy 
costs.

Brewster Cub 
Scout Pack 1 
is holding an 
informational 
Meeting: All boys in 
1st thru 5th grade are 
invited to join Join 
Brewster Cub Scout 
Pack 1. Come to our 
Pack Signup Night 
and learn all about 
our Pack and register. 
7 p.m. in the JFK 
Elementary School 
Cafeteria For more 
info you can contact 
Mike Corvino at 
845-656-0959 or visit 
our website WWW.
BREWSTERPACK1.
NET and discover
Wednesday, 
September 30

Better Reads 
Book Club at Kent 
Library: The next 

meeting of the Better Reads Book Club.  
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Kent Public 
Library. The group will discuss And The 
Mountains Echoed by Khaled Hosseini. 
The discussion will be led by Joyce 
Mitchell who has worked in Afghanistan. 
New members are always welcome.
Friday, October 2 

Fall Festival “Encore!” a Cabaret 
Performance: Join us for a fall-themed 
outdoor cabaret celebrating our Spotlight 
Arts students! Brewster Elk’s outdoor stage 
1430 Route 22 in Brewster.  Fundraiser for 
our Spotlight Arts mainstage program. 
General admission tickets cost $10 each 
(or 6 admission tickets for $50) and there 
will be raffle prizes and more! BYOB: 
Bring your own blankets, beverages, 
etc. Refreshments will be available for 
purchase. 

The Putnam Valley Grange is pleased 
to announce a new season of Putnam After 
Dark programs: Join us as we explore the 
world of the unknown, the mysterious, 
the paranormal. For the absolute skeptic, 
no proof is enough.  For the absolute 
believer, no proof is necessary.

For those who look at things and can’t 
help but wonder... there is Putnam After 
Dark.

All Rummage Sale at First 
Presbyterian Church in Mahopac (411 Rt 
6N, Mahopac) First Presbyterian Church 
located at 411 Rt. 6N (at Secor Rd.) in 
Mahopac, will hold a Fall Rummage Sale 
on Friday 10/2: 9 a.m.- 6 p.m., & Saturday 
10/3: 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday is “Bag Day” 
$5/ bag.  The Gift & Thrift Shop is open for 
business on Thursdays & Saturdays from 
10AM-4PM. For more information please 
call 845-628-2365 or email presby411@
verizon.net.

Bigfoot in our Backyard With 
Bigfoot Researcher Gayle Beatty Bigfoot 
Researchers of the Hudson Valley.  7 p.m.  
Believe that Bigfoot is nothing more than 
a myth – an urban (or forest) legend. 
Others believe that there just might just 
be something to all of those sightings 
and footprints and Native American lore, 
but such a creature could only possibly 
survive and remain hidden in the remote 
and heavily forested Pacific Northwest. 
Still others believe he is here. Those who 
have seen him - know he is! Requested 
Admission Contribution just $10 
Programs are held at The Putnam Valley 
Grange Hall. 128 Mill Street (at Peekskill 
Hollow Rd.) For further information, 
please contact: (914) 949-4679 • info@
PutnamValleyGrange.org

October’s Exhibits at Gallery 66 NY 
deals with social commentaries we make 
as humans on society, perilous beginnings 
& endings of life, aging bodies, and 
the concept of boundaries.    Four solo 
exhibitions by artists Donald Alter 
“Observations Beyond and About”, Heidi 
Ettinger “Anatomically Correct”,  Nancy 
Drosd “Boundaries”, and Susan Grabel 

“The Venus Cycle” examine and explore 
social commentaries and observations 
through paint, paper, and drawing. 
Exhibits until Sunday, November 1st with 
an opening reception on Friday, October 
2nd, from6-9 PM. Gallery 66 NY is located 
at 66 Main Street, Cold Spring, New York. 
For further information, please call 845-
809-5838, or visit us atwww.gallery66ny.
com. Gallery 66 NY is open Thursdays 
through Sundays, noon – 6 p.m.
Sunday, October 3

2nd Annual Fine Arts and Crafts Fair: 
4th Unitarian Society of Westchester.  
1698 Strawberry Road, Mohegan Lake.  
10 a.m.-4 p.m.  Come and start your 
holiday shopping with us!  Choose from 
a great variety of unique, handmade 
items by local artists and artisans.  Bake 
Sale!  Raffle!  Free admission. For more 
information, contact Jennifer (914) 648-
8583

Putnam County will hold a Household 
Hazardous Waste (HHW) Collection 
Day for Putnam County. The Putnam 
County Department of Health and New 
York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC) are co-sponsoring 
the FREE event which is scheduled from 
9 a.m. to noon (rain or shine) at the 
Putnam County Department of Health, 1 
Geneva Road, Brewster.   Day, 1 Geneva 
Rd., Brewster -- pre-registration required. 
Call 845 808-1390, ext. 43166 
Sunday, October 4 

Community Wellness Program:  
Trinity Lutheran Church, 2103 Route 
6, Brewster. All are welcome!  Our first 
presentation, entitled “Adults Need 
Shots Too” will be provided by a nurse 
from the Putnam County Department 
of Health.  2 p.m.  – 4 p.m. The health 
talk will cover vaccines recommended 
for adults, vaccine side effects, and 
safety.  Vaccine availability/locations 
and insurance information will also be 
discussed.  There will be time set aside 
for questions.  Refreshments will be 
served.  Please contact the church office 
with any questions - (845) 279-5181, 
trinlutheranoffice@yahoo.com, or you can 
visit our website www.trinitybrewsterny.
org.  We hope to see you there.

Brewster Elks Annual Flea Market:  8 
a.m. -4 p.m. Vendors wanted,  antiques, 
crafts, collectibles, tools, furniture, 
glassware, household, etc. Food will be 
available non-members $30 elk members 
$25. Contact Barbara@ 845-653-6768 or 
the lodge @ 845-279-3261 leave message 
or email joesmom0108@gmail.com. 1430 
Rt. 22 and Milltown Rd, Brewster. Free 
parking.

Brewster Theater Company’s Armchair 
Actors will read the 1949 Father Knows 
Best pilot script along with a variety 
of short works.  2 p.m. at the Reed 
Library.  Walk-ins welcomed, registration 
suggested 845-225-2439.

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com

Crossword 
Answers
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 092915

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878

or e-mail  
classifieds@the 

examinernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm  

for the next 
week’s publication

ADOPTION
A lifetime of love, laughter, and all the 
best life has to offer. Happy family and se-
cure home. Expenses paid. Lorraine and 
Danny 866-997-7171 www.wish4ababy.
info

AUCTIONS
AUCTION REAL PROPERTY TAX 
FORECLOSURES DUTCHESS COUN-
TY. Selling properties October 14 @ 
11AM. The Poughkeepsie Grand Hotel, 
Poughkeepsie. 800-243-0061 AAR, Inc. & 
HAR, Inc. Free brochure: www.NYSAUC-
TIONS.com

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

FOR SALE
Privacy Hedges - FALL Blowout Sale 6ft 
Arborvitae (cedar) Reg $129 Now $59 
Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE Instal-
lation/FREE delivery 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttrees.com Limited Supply!

HEALTH
IF YOU HAD HIP, KNEE OR HEART 
VALVE REPLACEMEMTN SURGERY 
AND SUFFERED A BACTERIAL IN-
FECTION POST-OPERATIVELY and a 
Bair Hugger (BLUE BLANKET) forced-
air warming blanket was used during the 
surgery, between 2010 and present time, 
you may be entitled to compensation. Call 
Attorney Charles H. Johnson 1-800-535-
5727

HELP WANTED
LIBRARY CLERK  AT  KENT  LI-
BRARY   Mon.and Wed. 10 to 3, Tues 
4-8, some Saturdays. Temporary position, 
Nov 1 to March.    Must have  high school 
degree,  computer skills, be courteous, 
and service oriented.  Previous library 
experience preferred.  $10 to $10.50 per 
hour.  Please send resume  to cdonick@
kentlibrary.org, and mention  “clerk” in 
subject line.

SECURITY COMPANY LOOKING 
FOR GUARDS to work part time which 
can lead intofull time!!!! Applicants must 
be MATURE,RESPONSIBLE and RE-
LIABLE! Security guard license a must! 
driver license a plus! The right candidate 
must to be able to travel. If candidate is 
willing to travel more hours will be given.
Willing to compensate for travel time 
both to and from location. WEEKENDS 
A MUST! Open availability is ideal. Please 
give us a call at 718-544-3949 Mon-Fri 
9:30am-4pm and on weekends at 631-

979-7000!!!!!  Our office is located at: 70-
20 Austin St suite 129 Forest Hills, NY, 
11375 Take the E or F train and get off at 
71st ave Forest Hills (right next to EXO 
CAFE )

ATTEND AVIATION COLLEGE Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
training. Financial aid for qualified stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. Call AIM 
for free information 866-296-7093

LOOKING FOR EMPLOYEES FROM A 
LARGER MARKET? Reach more than 6 
million potential candidates across New 
York with a 25 word ad for just $495. Even 
less for smaller coverage areas. Call 518-
464-6483 to speak with a Recruitment 
Specialist now.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Are You Tired Of Your Snow Blower 
Catching On Uneven Concrete? Call 
Woodford Bros. for Concrete LIFTING 
and LEVELING! !800-653-2276 wood-
fordbros.com

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 9 
Hobby St., Pleasantville.

LAND FOR SALE
COUNTRY ESTATE LIQUIDATION! 
ROSCOE, NY! 1 DAY ONLY- Oct 3rd! 7 
acres Abuts State Land - $31,900 10 acres 
ñTrout Stream -$49,900 13 Tracts! 2 hours 
NY City! Lake access! Terms avail Call 
888-905-8847 to register! NewYorkLan-
dandLakes.com

LEGALS
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF JOUR-
NEY SUPPORT PRACTICES LLC, 
ARTS OF ORG. filed with Sect’y of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 8/13/2015. Office in 
Westchester County. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it  may be served, SSNY 
shall mail process to: 222 Bloomingdale 
Rd, Ste 116, White Plains, NY 10605.  
Purpose: any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION THE DI-
VINE ACRES, LLC Notice of Formation 
of THE DIVINE ACRES, LLC, a domestic 
Limited Liability Company (“LLC”).  Ar-
ticles of Organization filed with the Secre-
tary of State of NY on July 20, 2015.  NY 
office location: WESTCHESTER County.  
Secretary of State is designated as agent 
upon whom process against the LLC may 
be served.  Secretary of State shall mail 
a copy of any process against the LLC 
served upon him/her to The Divine Acres, 
LLC, 1 John Brown, Katonah, NY 10536.  

Purpose: To engage in any lawful act or 
activity.  ERIKA SELLAR RYAN, ESQ., 
Kelly & Sellar Ryan PLLC, 4 Fisher 
Street, Greenwich, NY 12834

NOTICE OF KAJ DESIGNS LLC 
filed with Sect’y of NYS (SSNY) on 
6/29/2015 Office of UNITED State Cor-
poration Agents,Inc. 7014 13th Ave.,STE. 
202,Brooklyn NY 11228, designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
may be served SSNY shall mail process 
to US Corp. Agents,Inc. 7014 13th Ave., 
STE.202, Brooklyn NY 11228

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF CHEF 
TBD CONSULTING, LLC ARTS. of 
Org.  filed with SSNY on 06/16/15. Office 
location: Westchester County. U.S. Corp. 
Agents, Inc. designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to U.S. Corp. Agents, 
Inc., 7014 13th Ave, Suite 202, Brook-
lyn, NY  11228. Purpose: any lawful act 
or activity

LEGAL NOTICE NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF THE READY NETWORK 
LLC filed with Secretary of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 8/11/2015. Office Location: 
Westchester County. SSNY is the desig-
nated agent upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: 15 Winslow Rd, White Plains, NY 
10606. Purpose: any lawful act. 

Notice of Formation of DStrength LLC, 
Arts of Org. filed with Sect’y of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 8/26/2015. Office in West-
chester County. SSNY has been designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 234 Bedford Rd. Unit #4, 
Pleasantville, NY 10570. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of Adler & Adler, 
LLP. Arts of Org filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 5/18/2015. Office lo-
cation: WESTCHESTER County. SSNY 
designated agent upon whom process may 
be served and shall mail copy of process 
against LLP to principal business address: 
800 Westchster Avenue, Suite N-641, Rye 
Brook, NY 10573. Purpose: any lawful act. 
0000032823 w.o.

MISCELLANEOUS
After years with our Scarsdale family, a 
warm, loving and intelligent COMPAN-
ION/CAREGIVER IS AVAILABLE IM-
MEDIATELY.  Good driver.  Night or day.  
Call Barbara at (347) 334-8063.  Good 
references available upon request.

WANTED: ANY WITNESSES TO A 
PHYSICAL ALTERCATION that oc-
curred outside of the front entrance of the 
Westlake High School in Thornwood, NY 
on April 17, 2015 around 10:45-11:00 am. 
Reward for any witness willing to come 

forward and provide veritable supportive 
deposition. Please call: (914) 494-2220

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE
HAVE A VACATION HOME OR 
UNIQUE PROPERTY FOR SALE OR 
RENT? Promote it to more than 6 million 
readers statewide with a 25 word ad for 
just $495. Even less for smaller coverage 
areas. Call 518- 464-6483 to speak with a 
Real Estate Specialist now.

TUTORING
NEED A TUTOR? Ph.D. Provides Out-
standing Tutoring in Math, English, His-
tory, SAT, ACT, GRE, GMAT, Regents. All 
levels. Critical thinking, study skills, strat-
egies taught. Call Dr. Liss. 914-243-1713

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, 
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

WANTED TO BUY
CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS 
Up to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Pay-
ment Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices 
Paid!! Call Jenni Today! 800-413-3479 
www.CashForYourTestStrips.com
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49
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Brewster junior DB Jack Guida holds on for dear life to the shredded towel of  John Jay RB Mark Machado as Bears Nick Panucci (2) and Michael Buonadonna (29) wait to clean up the tackle in the Bears’ 
51-50 double overtime triumph of  host John Jay CR at Mahopac High last Saturday night when the Bears improved to 3-1... see Grid Notebook

Bears Hold on for Double OT Win over John Jay

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Brewster by a Thread!



September 29- October 5, 201520 The Putnam Examiner

Grid NotebookSports

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

Somers High was out to prove the 
world – and the naysayers -- wrong last 
Friday night on Homecoming Day in 
the land of the Tusker. The pundits, this 
scribe included, said the Tuskers were 
in a “rebuilding mode” and “likely not 
quick enough to run with Yorktown” in 
a Week 4 game that had become void of 
glitz and glam (eating crow sucks). Who 
could argue after Coach Tony DeMatteo’s 
Tuskers struggled to beat winless Panas in 
Week 2 and were tossed about by Lourdes 
in a 40-3 Week 3 drubbing? 

With most of Section 1 casting a 
shadow of doubt over Somers and the 
greater Lincolndale area, Somers scored 
31 unanswered points, erased a 21-7 
deficit and blew Yorktown’s doors off in a 
38-21 Class A victory that threw the focus 
off the playoff picture. It seemed pre-
determined that Yorktown would get a 
second championship crack at defending 
champion Rye, a chance to avenge its 31-
20 Week 2 loss, in which the Huskers blew 
a 10-point fourth-quarter lead.

Somers, however, will not be discounted. 
The loss to Lourdes was humbling. It was 
time to hold themselves accountable 

and Tusker Tony D did just that, clearly 
spelling things out to his Tuskers.

“This was one of the craziest games I’ve 
ever been a part of,” Somers captain Aldo 
“Kaczmanian Devil” Kaczmarkiewicz 
said. “After such a bad loss last week the 
team was really humbled and we watched 

the way Rye played against 
Yorktown, and we really 
focused all week on the 
mentality of running to 
the ball and responding to 
adversity.”

Adversity was a 21-7 
halftime deficit and all the 
momentum on Yorktown’s 
side, so Coach DeMatteo 
dipped into his bag of tricks 
and opened the second 
half with a perfect on-sides 
kick from K Eric Sylvester, 
a serious D-I bound 
weapon in his right. The 

tide would slowly 
change before an 
all-out tidal wave of 
momentum would 
shift toward the 
Tuskers (2-2) when 

QB Grant Tragni connected on a 24-yard 
fade to WR Jason Holland to open the 
fourth-quarter scoring and gave Somers a 
28-21 lead.

 “When they went up 21-7 we didn’t 
panic and that on-side kick really gave 
us all the momentum we needed,” 
said Kaczmarkiewicz, who, along with 
sophomore DL Nick Gargiulo, sabotaged 
Yorktown’s vaunted running game and 
its All-Section RB Nick Santavicca. 
“Everyone stepped up, especially the QB’s, 
Jason Holland and Messiah Horne.”

Horne was special, alright, rushing for a 
touchdown and 120 yards on 25 totes and 
catching a five-yard TD pass from Tragni. 

“I just want to thank everyone who 
doubts us, me along with the rest of the 
team love nothing more than proving 
people wrong, which made the victory 
even better,” Horne said. “Just goes to 
show that Coach D is one of the greatest 

coaches.”
You won’t get an argument from anyone, 

especially Holland, who tunneled his way 
to the end zone twice, including a game-
sealing pick-six. Sophomore quarterback 
Kevin Olifiers scrambled for a key nine-
yard TD run to tie the game, 21-all, with 
1:06 to play in the third quarter.

Santavicca rushed for 104 yards on 
27 carries for the Huskers (2-2), but the 
Tuskers dropped him behind the line of 
scrimmage at least nine times, the 6’4” 
255-pound Gargiulo (12 tackles, a sack 
and 3.5 tackles for loss) doing major 
damage. State-ranked (No.11) Yorktown 
has some serious soul-searching to do 
after poor second halves against state-
ranked (No.3) Rye and Somers, which 
should drop the Huskers from the state 
rankings later this week. When Yorktown 
WR Brett Makar hauled in a perfect spiral 
from QB Jose Boyer and raced 60 yards for 
a 21-7 Yorktown lead just before the half, 
the Huskers looked well on their way, but 
looks can be so deceiving in high school 
football; just ask anyone who doubted 
Somers…

w over in BREWSTER, going deep into 

Naysayers Beware: Somers is Back in Business
Carmel Continues Impressive Run Behind RB Correa

Somers’ Messiah Horne is met by Yorktown’s Jose Boyer in Tuskers’ 38-21 
come-from-behind win over the visiting Huskers last Friday on Homecoming 
Day.

RAY GALLAGHER/KAREN WILLMAN/BILL KENNEDY/ANDY JACOBS PHOTOS

Somers soph DL Nick Gargiulo takes a run at Yorktown RB Nick 
Santavicca in Tuskers 38-21 win over Huskers.

Carmel’s Quinn Willman, Kwashon Correa and QB Joey Rodriguez have 
the Rams flying high at 4-0 after 28-14 win over North Rock.

Brewster’s (L-R) RB Jeremy Meissner, QB Matt Catalano and RB Jack Guida 
have been instrumental in Bears’ 3-1 start.

Brewster RB Kevin Blank hauls in a long pass in Bears’ 51-50 OT 
win over John Jay.

Mahopac RB Joe Cavaciuti rushed for four TDs and over 100 yards 
in Indians’ Homecoming rout of  Greeley last Friday.
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double overtime and pulling out all the 
stops in a 51-50 win over John Jay CR last 
Saturday at Mahopac. Bears Coach Ed 
“Stones” Mulvihill went for two in double 
OT and QB Matt “The Cat” Catalano (16 

of 27 for 216 yards passing, rushing for 
112 yards and a touchdown on 19 carries) 
cashed in the conversion with a short hitch 
to RB Kevin Blank after RB Jack Guida 

scored the game-
tying TD from 
seven yards out, 
breaking several 
tackles along 
the way. Guida 
(156 yards and 
four touchdowns 
on 21 carries) 
also threw an 
overtime TD pass 
to Catalano on an 
unconventional 
R B - To s s - a n d -
T h r o w b a c k . 
Coach Mulvihill 
showed some 
guts and trust in 
his play calling. 
Bear Kevin Blank 
caught eight 
passes for 192 
yards.

“Truth is, I didn’t think we’d be able to 
stop them in another round,” the coach 
said. “We had to go for it. The kids played 
great and really stepped up to make plays 
when we needed them to.  We have the 
utmost respect for Jay. We feel year in and 
year out they are one of the elite programs, 
from the coaches down to the players. 
That’s what we are working hard to be.”

And now we got another doozy on the 
horizon this Friday when the Bears visit 
Somers (7:00 p.m.) in what should be 
another shootout. 

“Still lots of time left in this season 
and Somers is another one of those top 
programs who looks like they are playing 
their best right now… going to be very 
tough,” Mulvihill said.

CLASS AA CARMEL continued its 
ascension with a 28-14 victory over visiting 
North Rockland (1-3) last Friday when 
the undefeated Rams (4-0) saw hotshot 
RB Kwashon “K-Train” Correa rush for 
117 yards and two scores on 14 carries. 
The senior added a game-changing, 
electrifying 95-yard kickoff return for a 
touchdown for a 14-6 lead, giving him 
seven TDs for the year and over 500 yards 
for the season. He is looking like one of 
the best backs in Section 1 this season.

“I haven’t seen them all but he’s pretty 
special,” Carmel Coach Todd Cayea said. 
“But slow and steady wins this race.”

Carmel QB Joe Rodriguez connected 
with WR Quinn Willman for an 82-yard 
scoring strike, making for a blowout 
nobody saw coming. With weapons out 
his fanny, Carmel Coach Todd Cayea has 
seen the Rams go from an afterthought to 
a potential high seed with a home playoff 
game on the horizon if Carmel can take 
care of business against Scarsdale and Fox 
Lane in the days ahead. Nobody puts the 
cart before the horse like we do here at the 
Examiner, but it’s entirely possible that the 
Rams could enter the playoffs undefeated 
should they take care of business on the 
road. Not sure anyone saw this type of 

season coming.
MAHOPAC (2-2) showed 

a great deal of selflessness 
when several key skill players 
converted to offensive linemen, 
including senior RBs Chris 
Kocovic, Zac Carlin and Tommy 
Murray, who led the charge. 
The result was an improved 
ground game that produced 
260 rushing yards in a 38-6 win 
over visiting Horace Greeley 
on Homecoming Day at Indian 
Country. Senior Joe Cavaciuti 
rushed 19 times for 120 yards, 
including a career-high four 
touchdowns. Kocovic 
led the team with eight 
tackles and sprung 
every Cavaciuti score 
with a monster block 
while Murray and Dino 
Milazzo each had seven 
tackles. DT Milazzo 
was a disruptive force 
all night, with a slew of 
tackles behind the line 
of scrimmage, a blocked 
punt and recovery. 
Robert Hoyt added a TD 
for the Indians.

The Mahopac coaching 
staff admits there is room 
for improvement but 
they had to love what 
they saw from a team 
that is currently at a crossroads. With 
Arlington up next – on Breast Cancer 
Awareness Night at Mahopac – the Indians 
must bring their A-game if they are to be 
taken seriously as a playoff threat; with or 
without injured QB Dan Foley, who they 
hope can practice this week in an effort to 
play Friday.

OSSINING senior RB Kyle Cristello 
rushed 23 times for 182 yards and a 
touchdown RB Shamar Holebrook had 
19 carries for 120 yards and a score in the 
Pride’s 28-14 win over visiting Port Chester 
as the Pride improved to 2-2.

NWE/Putnam Examiner GRID POLL
No.1 CARMEL – Yeah, we can’t deny: 

Coach Cayea’s Rams have been the most 
consistent team in the region and they have 

more than earned top billing.
No.2 MAHOPAC – The Indians have 

shifted gears and put some bigger skill 
players into the O-line trenches and with 
the possible return of QB Dan Foley they 
think they are on to something special.

No.3 SOMERS – WR Holland going 
vertical and RB Horne off the edge provide 
a speedy combination that will be tough for 
Brewster to stop in Week 4.

No.3A BREWSTER – With senior 
signal caller Matt Catalano under center, 
the Bears will have the edge at QB on 
Somers, but the Brew Crew couldn’t stop 
a bloody nose with a room full gauze pads 
against John Jay, so the Tuskers will pose 
similar problems.

No.5 YORKTOWN – The Huskers 
had a tough time 
unleashing stud 
RB Nick Santavicca 
against Somers, 
which doesn’t say 
a whole lot about 
an O-line that 
hasn’t exactly met 
the expectations 
we have become 
accustomed to in 
this neck of the 
woods. Either 
we all overrated 
the Huskers or 
they just didn’t  
come prepared.

Yorktown’s Brett Makar hauls in a 70-yard TD 
catch in 38-21 loss to Somers.

Selfless Mahopac senior Chris Kocovic moved from RB to O-line for the good of  
the team and led the way on both sides.

Stepinac junior RB Antonio Giannico, a Mahopac resident, 
scored 3 touchdowns and rushed for 129 yards in Stepinac’s 
win over rival Iona on Saturday, Sept. 19.

A swarming Carmel defense played its finest game of  the season in a 
28-14 win over North Rockland.

Ossining’s Shamar Holebrook (11), Kyle Cristello (22) and Torres (52) led the 
way to a Pride victory over Port Chester.

Put Valley RB Rudy Gonzalez looks to elude 
Valhalla tackler in the Tigers’ 25-24 loss to 
Vikings last Friday night when the Tigers fell to 
2-2 and hurt their Class B playoff  chances.
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Culture Change at Put Valley Bears Fruitful Results on Pitch
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

Class B Putnam Valley High soccer 
Coach Craig Glenn was a hard-headed 
winner when he patrolled the Walter Panas 
soccer pitch as a fearless defensemen, 
who was essentially using soccer as a way 
to stay in shape for wrestling, where he 
would win a Section 1 title in 1993. It took 
some doing, but Glenn has managed to 
change the culture at Putnam Valley this 
season, where the Tigers (5-2-1) are off to 
the best start in school history.

“Our guys are playing well right now, 
but we hope they can keep the momentum 
going,” said Glenn, now in his third 
season at PV, where soccer had essentially 
been an afterthought among the student 
athletes since the turn of the century. “Our 
coaches have worked together to get these 
kids playing as much as possible.  We have 
great help from the families, who want 
the best for our kids, and have also helped 

to coach when possible. Our players are 
playing winter ball and indoors, spring 
travel, training/clinics, and summer 

league. We aren’t starting them out 
playing together for the first time at the 
end of August. The kids may be sick of 
seeing us, but the level of play is so much 

higher. I think 
truly the best 
reason for such 
a change is that 
our kids expect 
more out of 
t h e m s e l v e s , 
and the 
coaches push 
them to reach 
new levels. Our 
kids are not 
playing soccer 
to get ready for 
another sport. 
They have been 
getting ready 

for this soccer 
season and it 
shows.”

The Tigers 
posted a 

2-0-1 week by trouncing Pawling 6-0 
Saturday. PV also beat Peekskill, 3-1, and 

then played the next day 
at Westlake and tied in 
double overtime, but Put 
Valley failed to get past 
PANAS in a 2-0 defeat 
that saw Rob Rohan and 
Hassan Muhammad score 
for the Panthers (4-3). If 
the Tigers plan on making 
actual noise in the Class B 
playoffs, they will have to 
find a way to defeat middle 
of the road Class A clubs.

“We played 180 minutes 
of soccer in two days,” 
Glenn said. “I was hopeful 
that my team was in shape, 
and this proved it. The 
team is looking at a tough 
matchup at Arlington B on 
Tuesday.  Should be a great 

game. We hope to keep it rolling.”
The Tigers got 

a career-best four 
goals from M Anders 
Spittal (off 2 assists by 
Max Martins, 1 from 
Christian Lopez and 1 
from Emilio Sanchez) 
in the rout of Pawling to 
run their league record 
to 4-0, which is pretty 
impressive considering 
the Tigers have never 
had a whiff of a league 
title. Spittal scored three 
goals in 10 minutes 
time.

D Harrison Deegan 
(from Max Martins) and 
Liron Muriqi (from Nick 
Tortorella) added spare 
goals in the triumph.

YORKTOWN vs. SOMERS was the 
defensive struggle we thought it would be. 
It went down to the wire, as most suspected 
it would last Friday when visiting 
Yorktown spoiled Somers’ Homecoming 
Day with a late goal 
from Joey Landicino 
from Enzo Sangiacomo 
to snap a scoreless tie 
and send the Huskers 
home a 1-0 winner. In 
a rematch of last year’s 
Class A semis, where 
Yorktown also prevailed, 
both defenses were at the 
top of their game again. 
Somers (6-2) entered the 
game with a No.17 NYS 
rank, but the Huskers 
(3-2-2), playing without 
the star-studded services 
of injured F Marcello 
Spiniello, continued their 
mastery of the Tuskers.  
Yorktown G Giuliano 

Santucci made seven saves for the shutout.
MAHOPAC handed OSSINING a 

3-1 setback behind Alin Basuljevic’s hat-
trick as the Indians improved to 4-5. The 
Indians will find the sledding a lot tougher 
from here on out with the three Dutchess 
powers on deck, including state-ranked 
(No.1) Arlington (7-0), (No.17) RCK (7-
1) and Jay EF (5-1).

LAKELAND (4-3-1) defeated Ossining 
1-0 on Chris McGovern’s golden goal in 
the 97th minute on a header off a corner 
kick from Matias Prando, the unit’s best 
player to date. The Hornets could not 
sustain that momentum in a 2-1 loss to 
state-ranked (No.8) Pearl River Saturday 
in the 3rd annual Westchester vs. 
Rockland Challenge. Lirik Brucaj scored 
from Prando. Lakeland keeper Nick 
Estrella (7 saves) had a whale of a save on 
Sean Coughlan’s penalty kick in the 10th 
minute.

PEEKSKILL’s “The Wizard of Oswald” 
Annang scored both goals for the 
Red Devils in a 2-1 win over winless 
HALDANE.

Somers’ Jack Maher gets a head on ball in front of  Yorktown’s Sam 
Amo in Huskers’ 1-0 win.
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BOYS GIRLS 
6-7 Instructional   6-7 Instructional
8-9 Bantam  8-9 Bantam
10-11 Freshman  10-11 Sophomore
12-13 Sophomore  12-13 Junior
14-15 Junior  14-17 Senior
16-17 Senior  

SOAC Basketball is offered to boys and girls ages 

6-17. Playing age is as of December 31, 2015 
for all divisions. Varsity and Junior Varsity boys 
and girls are welcome to play as long as they 
meet the age requirement stated. To the right are 

the proposed age level breakdowns or Saturday 

games. Please remember the AGE BRACKETS 
ARE TENTATIVE and are subject to change base 

on the results of the registration. Note that the 
instructional level meets only on Saturdays,  
while all other divisions will have a game on  
Saturday and practice one weeknight. Fee is 
$125 for everybody. Register early-limited room. 

All returned checks will be charged $25. After 
Oct. 6th any remaining space available will be  
offered with a late registration fee of $20.

SHRUB OAK ATHLETIC CLUB
2015-2016 Basketball Registration

Sat. Oct. 3, 2015 9am-2-pm • Tues. Oct. 6, 2015 7pm-9pm
at Copper Beach Middle School Cafeteria • Boys Ages 6-17 • Girls Ages 6-17

Coaches Needed at All Ages -
Sponsors Also Needed

Any Questions, call
BOYS - STEVE ROSEN 962-7099

                   BILL CASEY
GIRLS - MIKE DALY 962-7099

Yorktown’s Chris Guzman defends Somers’ Nick Fierro in Huskers’ 1-0 
win last Friday.

Somers M Alex Worsley looks to get a head on ball as Yorktown G Giuliano Santucci 
and the Husker defense prevail before him.

Yorktown’s Mauricio Arango and Somers’ Anthony Smajlaj get after it 
in Huskers’ 1-0 win over Tuskers.
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Streaking Somers Prepping for North Rockland Showdown
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

Thus far, undefeated Somers (7-0) has 
given us every reason to believe that the 
defending NYS Class A champion Tuskers 
are on the prowl to repeat as Section 1 and 
NYS champions this season, including 
a 1-0 win over Immaculate Heart (NJ), 
the pre-season No.1 team in the nation. 
Ranked No.1 in NYS Class A, the Tuskers 
are hitting on cylinders most teams don’t 
have in Section 1, thus the 31-1 combined 
score against its seven foes.

A spirited Mahopac team gave a 
valiant effort Friday 
(down 3-0 at the half) 
but the Tuskers sent 
their homecoming 
crowd home with a 
7-0 victory. Tuskers 
Ciara Ostrander (3G), 
Hannon Eberts (2G, 
2A), Tina Morgante 
(1G), Stephanie 
Righetti (1G), Melina 
Couzis (3A) and Claire 
Mensi (1A) were all in 
the scoring column.

Against Fox Lane 
earlier in the week, 
Hannon Eberts (3G), 

Ciara Ostrander (2G, 2A) and Ella 
Beresford (1G) each tickled the 
twine in a 6-0 defeat of the Foxes. 
Melina Couzis, Claire Mensi and 
Jenna Menta each set up a goal. In 
yet another 6-0 win over Lourdes, 
Eberts (2G, 1A), Menta (1G), 
Ostrander (1G, 1A), Katrina Kurtz 
(1G) and Beresford (1G) helped to 
make short work of the Warriors.

All along, Coach Paul Saia’s 
Tuskers, who were in cruise control 
at times against Mahopac, have been 
prepping for their next big test, 

an October 5th playdate with Class AA 
state-ranked (No.3) North Rockland, the 
two-time defending Section 1 champions. 
North Rock’s lone blemish (4-1-2) came 
at the hands of Class A Pearl River, No.14 
in NYS. The Pirates seem to be the team 
that could be standing in Somers’ path 
this November when push comes to 
shove in the Class A playoffs.
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Mahopac’s Kayleigh Miller tries to fend off  Somers’ 
Caitlyn Lucadamo in the Tuskers’ 7-0 win over the 
Indians last Friday.

Mahopac’s Erin Butler tries to split a pair of  Somers defenders, Clair 
Mensi (17) and Brianna Penzo in 7-0 Tusker win.

Mahopac’s Nicole Mastropietro and Somers’ 
Sloane Ramsey battle for possession in 7-0 
Tusker win.

Mahopac’s Katrina Klammer and Somers’ Ruby Avila 
mix it up in Tuskers’ 7-0 win over Indians.

By Tony Pinciaro
The Lakeland field hockey teams has 

been the road warriors for the past 10 days 
and once again, the Hornets showed they 
were not good guests.

Lakeland had been traversing northern 
Westchester and Putnam counties, 
recently, but the Hornets took their stellar 
play to Connecticut to play perennial 
Nutmeg State power, Wilton. When the 
final whistle blew, six-time defending NYS 
champion Lakeland conquered Wilton, 
4-0, and improved to 8-0.

Dana Bozek scored twice, Brianna 
Muniz added a goal and two assists and 
Meghan Fahey finished with a goal and 
an assist. Madison Beames handled three 
shots to register the shutout.

Senior and center back Julia Kim said 
she and her teammates look forward to 
playing high-caliber teams outside of 
Lakeland’s league schedule.

“Playing these games helps us prepare 
for the big games in the post season,” said 
Kim, one of the four Lakeland captains. 
“And if we lose, then we know what we 
need to work on and it helps prepare us 
for the next nig game.”

Lakeland grabbed a 2-0 lead in the first 
half, and Kim and her defensive colleagues 
made it stand.

“Everything that we worked on during 
practice came together,” said Kim, who 
will attend Albany next fall and play field 
hockey. “We had a lot of 2 v. 1s, had a lot 
of shots on goal and they were quick shots. 
Our transferring really came together in 
the second half.”

Lakeland continues to roll and now, the 
Hornets are setting into a nice rhythm. 
Kim said one of the keys to the season, 
to date, has been the overall contribution 
of everyone offensively. Based on this, 
opponents can’t focus on shutting down 
one player.

“We are all working very well with 
each other,” Kim said. “We are being very 
unselfish with the ball and trusting each 
other. We feel that anyone on our team 
can make things happen.”

This unselfishness and familiarity with 
each other can be traced to Lakeland’s 
year-round play with Sarsen’s Hudson 
Valley travel organization. Lakeland also 
plays in the Hudson Valley Field Hockey 
Summer League.

“Both benefit us because we all know 
each other and our playing styles,” Kim 
said. “And when we play summer league, 
it allows us to continue playing together 
and practice our plays.”

SOMERS, like Lakeland, had a light 

week with only one game.
The Tuskers took the lead and held it the 

majority of the game before BREWSTER 
scored the equalizer in a 1-1 draw.

Taylor Turchick put Somers on the 
board in the first half, assisted by Katie 
DeRago. Somers’ defense was staunch, but 
Emily Fego drew Brewster even with six 
minutes remaining in the game.

Brewster did outshoot Somers, 7-5. 
Somers’ Jess Monaco kicked out six shots 
and Brewster’s Samantha Anfuso turned 
aside three shots.

“We came out strong and we were able 
to take a one-goal lead early in the game,” 
Somers’ coach Jaime (Irving) Pryschiak 
said. “It helped tremendously that we 
improved on our decision-making and 
defense, which gave us the ability to gain 
and keep the momentum. Brewster kept 
fighting hard to score and with six minutes 
left was able to put one away.”

Pryschiak said Somers will be busy this 
week with four games.

HEN HUD split a pair of games, 
dropping a 4-1 decision to Ossining 
before rebounding with a 2-1 win over 
Putnam Valley.

Kayla Tandy did not waste much time 
against Putnam Valley, scoring at the 2:50 
mark to give Hen Hud the quick 1-0 lead. 

Stephanie Wagner answered for Putnam 
Valley with eight minutes remaining in 
the first half, finishing off a feed from 
Jamie Turner.

Hen Hud regained the lead seven 
minutes into the second half on a Kelsey 
Byrne goal. Goalie Carol Sinicore (four 
saves) and the defense took over after 
Byrne’s goal to preserve the win.

Grace McMurrin scored for Hen Hud 
against Ossining.

PUTNAM VALLEY lost to Pawling, 
along with Hen Hud, but PV Coach 
Rebecca Gherardi continues to see major 
improvement.

“We have increased the number of 
offensive  opportunities and corners, but 
must improve our positioning to finish 
the play, to score more goals,” Gherardi 
said. “During the Hen Hud game, Cierra 
Espineira, Mary Calabro, Cassandra Link 
and goalie Lauren Turner continued to 
be a strong defensive line, clearing the 
ball, getting the play out of our end and 
up to the offense.”

Kotoe Abe scored for Putnam Valley, 
assisted by Stephanie Wagner, against 
Pawling and Stephanie Wagner had the 
goal against Hen Hud with Jamie Turner 
and Abe assisting.

Lakeland Makes Short Work of Conn. Power Wilton
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Carmel WR Quinn Willman glances over his shoulder in disbelief  as he prances untouched to paydirt upon hauling in an 82-yard scoring strike from QB Joey 
Rodriguez in the undefeated Rams’ 28-14 win over visiting North Rockland last Friday night when the Rams improved to 4-0 behind another spectacular rushing 
effort from Kwashon “K-Train” Correa... see Grid Notebook

Carmel is Ram Tough 
in Rout of North Rockland

Mighty Quinn!


