
By David Propper 
Candidate for Putnam Valley supervisor 

Sam Oliverio is telling the Independence 
Party thanks, but no thanks. 

In a press release issued on July 4, Oliverio, 
a Democrat, announced he is declining 
the endorsement of the Independence 
Party after it was revealed both he and 
his opponent, Republican Jackie Annabi, 
received it leading to questions and 
confusion. Stating the “complete turn of 
events has really baffled” him, Oliverio 
is no longer seeking nor will accept the 
Independence Party endorsement, resulting 
in one less line the former legislator could 
appear on for November’s election. 

“As strange as it seems, both my opponent 
and myself were told that we both had the 
Independence Party endorsement,” Oliverio 
said in the release. “To say I am disappointed 
is an understatement. I have always run 
on my record and have always been able 

to secure solid and focused support from 
those parties that have supported me. This 
whole scenario makes for a very awkward 
and untenable situation.” 

The head scratching started last month, 
when it was confirmed Oliverio and 
Annabi both got the Independence Party 
nod. Before he knew both candidates 
were getting the party’s blessing, Oliverio 
even sent out a statement calling the 
endorsement an “honor” and thanking 
Independence Party chairman Dr. Giulio 
Cavallo and all party members, adding, 
“The Independence Party has always 
stood for open government, accountability 
in government and most importantly, 
government that represents the people and 
not special interest.”

Executive board member of the 
Independence Party Pat Lagana declined 
comment.

By Janine Bowen
Paul Maass may not have a lot of time 

left on this earth, but he plans to spend his 
remaining days living life to the fullest. 

Maass, a Patterson resident, was 
recently diagnosed with stage 3 
pancreatic cancer and decided that there 
are a few bucket list items he would like 
to accomplish before the disease takes 
over and claims his life. The first of these 

items is playing a concert with one of his 
favorite groups, The Homegrown String 
Band. 

Maass, who was born in 1946 in Athens, 
New York, has been a musician since his 
teenage years; playing in bands with his 
friends and brothers. He plays several 
instruments including saxophone, bass 
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Over 100 people (including Josh with Spiderman in above photo) enjoyed a magic 
show by Jim Vagias to mark the Kent Public Library’s Summer Reading Kickoff.  The 
room was filled with laughter as “Magic Jim” (pictured below) performed a show 
about heroes and their stories. “Magic Jim” said that he had begun to learn about 
magic from a book he borrowed from his local library when he was 6, and that 
you do not have to be famous or a super hero to make a difference to the people 
around you. At the end of  the show, a giant inflatable Spiderman was raffled off  to 
one of  the 65 children who filled out a summer reading chart.  “We were grateful to 
Maureen Fleming and the Kent Town Board for allowing us to use the Town Hall for 
our opening program” said Library Director Carol Donick. Throughout the summer, 
the Kent Public Library will be sponsoring fun activities and giving away weekly 
prizes to encourage reading. Upcoming events include Big Truck and Community 
Vehicle Day on Saturday, July 18th, summer story times for preschool children, 
talks by local heroes, and much, much more.   Even adults will be encouraged to 
recommend their favorite books.  Stop by the library at 17 Sybil’s Crossing (off  of  
Route 52) in Kent Lakes, or go to Kentlibrary.org for more information. 

Summer Reading is Magic 
at Kent Library

continued on page 4

continued on page 14

Paul Maass of  Patterson playing the harmonica. The well-known community man loves music. 
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By Neal Rentz
Mahopac High School graduate David 

Pietrocola recalled last week he did not 
have much of an interest in robotics 
until he attended Trinity College in 
Connecticut.

About a decade later, robotics has 
become his life’s work

Pietrocola, a 2004 Mahopac high 
graduate who currently resides in 
Washington DC, is CEO and co-founder 
with Virginia resident Jude Kessler of 
Luvozo PBC, which is located in the 
nation’s capitol. The company is working 
on what Pietrocola described as “a Skype 
on wheels.” The robots will provide non-
medical services to residents of assisted 
living and skilled nursing facilities.

The robots do not resemble humans, 
Pietrocola said. Instead, they would 
move among the residents and feature a 
computer screen. A person would speak 
to a person in a separate location, whose 
image would be on the computer screen, 
he said. 

At Trinity College he developed 
his interest in robotics through his 
participation in the school’s Mars Dance 
robotics competition, which he served as 
a judge after he graduated. Ever since his 
college days, Pietrocola said he became 
interested in the “potential of robots in 

every aspect of life.” 
The robotics competition has evolved 

into Robot Waiter, in which robots are 
created to be able to serve a meal on a 
plate like a waiter would, Pietrocola said. 

Luvozo, which was formed in 2013, 
is creating robots that will provide 
non-medical assistance to residents 
of assisted living and skilled nursing 
facilities. The robots will be used to free 
up medical professionals to perform 
their medical duties. Residents will be 
able to express their concerns to a person 

in a control room and can obtain various 
pieces of information, such as what is on 
the day’s lunch menu, Pietrocola said. 
The company hopes to eventually give 
the robots the capacity to allow family 
members to communicate with residents 
of the facilities, he said. 

Pietrocola stressed the non-medical 
aspect of the robots, which are not 
intended to replace nurses and other 
health care providers. 

Luvozo has no particular meaning, 

Pietrocola said, it was just a name 
company staff came up with.

Pietrocola and Kessler quit their 
full time jobs about six months ago to 
devote themselves to their company. The 
company is currently going to facilities to 
get the opinions from staff and residents 
about their invention and is also looking 
for investors.  Pietrocola said he hoped 
the company would begin selling the 
robots next year. 

For more information about Luvozo 
visit www.Luvozo.com.

Mahopac HS Graduate Creates Robots to Assist People

ETHAn ROTHSTEin PHOTO
Mahopac native David Pietrocola (left) and business partner Jude Kessler are 
co-founders of  Luvozo PBC.

DAViD PiETROCOLA PHOTO
Jude Kessler uses a Shopbot in the company’s workshop space. The computer 
controlled wood-cutter cuts out custom patterns. 
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By David Propper
With two different majority leaders 

in the New York State Assembly and 
Senate, Democrats openly in dissent of 
Governor Andrew Cuomo, and several 
high stake issues to piece together, this 
year’s legislative session was eventful as it 
was combative.

The legislative session ended last 
month, in which two Putnam-connected 
freshman state senators wrapped up 
their first taste of Albany deal making 
and two veteran assembly members 
representing parts of Putnam continued 
to have different opinions on how much 
progress was actually made at the state 
level for their constituents. This session 
was the first in which Assembly majority 
leader Carl Heastie and Senate majority 
leader John Flanagan led their respective 
lawmaking body after the arrests of 
former majority leaders Sheldon Silver 
and Dean Skelos. 

Assemblyman Steve Katz, in consistent 
fashion, said lawmakers got nothing of 
importance done during this legislative 
session, noting stronger ethic reforms, 
better small business policies, and ways to 
reduce unfunded mandates did not come 
to fruition. 

In fact, a legislative session should 
be reduced, as well as a lawmaker’s 
pay, Katz, a Republican, said because 
most of the work being done in Albany 
is unproductive. Taxpayers are being 
“ripped off ” for $165 million a year, 
Katz said, which is how much it cost for 
legislators and staff to work, among other 
costs. New York is one of only three states 
that have a six-month session, Katz noted. 

“The legislature works for two months 
out of the year, two months of work,” Katz 
said. “The rest of it is scrambling around 

to look busy. I’ve been there for five years, 
I’m telling you that’s what’s going on.”

Katz, who has always been outspoken 
about how business is done in Albany, 
said 95 percent of state lawmakers, “are 
corrupt, mediocre, self-serving, reelection 
driven, professional class politicians that 
you are ever going to see.”

While something like the tax cap was 
extended, Katz said all that guarantees 
is a raise in taxes each year. He also said 
the tax cap without mandate relief is an 
illusion. 

“We have virtually spent six months 
putting out the stupidest bills,” Katz 
stressed. 

While Katz voiced discontent that 
reached points of disgust on how Albany 
continues to operate, other lawmakers 
representing part of Putnam struck a 
more positive tone. 

Democrat Sandy Galef said even 
though it started out a little slower 
than anticipated, it eventually became 
a productive session. One aspect Galef 
highly touted was the circuit breaker tax 
program that she has been working on for 
many years. The program is designed to 
help residents pay their taxes by relating 
their household, gross income to what 
they pay in taxes. The only caveat, Galef 
noted, is it won’t start until 2017. 

“We’re starting a whole new process in 
helping people pay their taxes,” Galef said. 
“I think that’s very significant and an issue 
many of us have been debating for a long 
time.”

Galef also noted she was glad that the 
tax cap was extended, calling it a helpful 
mechanism to stymie tax growth imposed 
on property owners each year. The tax cap 
would not apply to BOCES capital, which 
would allow local school districts to fund 

building improvements more freely for 
BOCES, Galef said. 

While mandate relief was not tied to 
the tax cap for another year, Galef did 
note pension costs on school districts and 
municipalities have generally decreased, 
and the state voted for greater education 
aid than given to school districts in a 
“very long time.” 

New York State Sen. Sue Serino, a 
Republican, said in a statement that 
operating within a dysfunctional capitol 
this session was a “culture shock,” but 
“despite the turmoil, there was a lot 
accomplished.” 

Serino, a freshman lawmaker, listed 
the extension of the property tax cap 
until 2019-20, a major boost in aid for 
local schools, implementation of a State 
Education Department review and its 

standards, as well as laws passed to 
empower and better improve the lives 
of seniors and veterans. The Women’s 
Equality Agenda was also signed off on, 
which would ensure equal pay, protect 
pregnant women from discrimination at 
work, and strengthen human trafficking 
laws. The controversial tenth provision, 
which would safeguard late-term abortion 
rights, was scrapped earlier this year. 

Serino noted the Republican-
controlled state senate passed revisions to 
the controversial SAFE Act, but it could 
not get through the assembly that has a 
Democratic majority. 

“While these were major wins for 
residents of the Hudson Valley, I am well 
aware that there is still a great deal of 
work to be done,” Serino stated. “and my 
constituents should know that I have not 
lost the fire that brought me to Albany.” 

As for another freshman lawmaker, 
Sen. Terrence Murphy called this session 
an “incredible learning experience.” He 
noted while some important issues were 
left undecided until next year, the state 
legislature “delivered property tax relief 
by extending the property tax cap another 
four years, cut the Gap Elimination 
Adjustment by more than half which 
translates to more funding for our local 
schools and advanced critical legislation 
that will help us win the war on heroin 
and opioid addiction.”

State Lawmakers React to Difficult Legislative Session
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By David Propper
Well-known restaurateur Lani “Ariano” 

Zaimi was found guilty of forcibly 
touching the sexual and intimate parts of 
a female waitress that worked in one of his 
restaurants in January 2014, announced the 
Putnam County District Attorney’s office 
in a June 29 press release. 

Zaimi, who previously owned restaurants 
in Mahopac and Carmel, was convicted by 
a 12-person jury of forcible touching on 
June 24, but was found not guilty of first-
degree sexual abuse. 

“I would like to personally thank the 
jury for their time, patience, and careful 

consideration of all the evidence,” Putnam 
District Attorney Adam Levy said in a 
statement. “The jury focused on the facts 
and credited the testimony of the victim, 
who showed tremendous courage in filing 
the charges against Zaimi and then saw 
them through to the end.”

Following the guilty verdict, Levy, who 
tried the case with ADA Danielle Pascale, 
asked Putnam County Supreme County 
judge James Rooney to remand Zaimi until 
he is sentenced on Aug. 26. Levy argued 
that Zaimi was found guilty of a Nov. 2010 
charge of sexual abuse involving another 

waitress while inside his restaurant and 
also noted that Zaimi is not a United States 
citizen, who could face deportation due to 
his second conviction for a sexual offense.  

Rooney denied Levy’s request and Zaimi 
remains free pending sentencing. 

Zaimi’s defense attorney William 
Aronwald vowed to file an appeal, which 
must wait until after sentencing. As for 
sentencing, Aronwald said incarceration 
is not mandatory on this conviction and 
doesn’t believe a prison sentence will be 
imposed. 

Aronwald said he was disappointed 

in the guilty verdict of forcible touching, 
because he believes the only time the 
alleged victim told the truth was when she 
stated her name. He added the evidence 
does not support the conviction. 

“I don’t know how the jury arrived at its 
conclusion on the forcible touching count,” 
Aronwald said.

Aronwald also said Levy’s request for 
remand was only pushed forward because 
Levy is up for reelection as he seeks a third 
term and to “pander to the public.” (Putnam 
Valley Supervisor Bob Tendy is challenging 
Levy in a Republican Primary Election in 
September.) 

“I don’t agree with anything Adam Levy 
does or says,” Aronwald said. “This is just 
another example.”

According to the release, the case was 
investigated by Carmel Police detective 
Michael Russo, who testified for the 
prosecution. Putnam County Sheriff 
deputy Michael Sutherland also testified for 
the prosecution, explaining the importance 
of proper police training when handling 
sexual abuse complaints. 

Zaimi continues to be in hot water. He 
will face a retrial for the alleged rape of 
another waitress in July 2013; the same case 
in which Zaimi escaped conviction after 
a mistrial was determined when the jury 
could not reach a unanimous verdict. The 
alleged victim was 18-years-old at the time 
of the incident. 

The trial date, set by Rooney, will start 
Aug. 3. Levy and Pascale are expected to 
prosecute on behalf of the DA’s office.

Annabi, who has also been caught in the 
confusion, will accept the endorsement, 
but noted she and several campaign 
volunteers have continued to reach out to 
individual members of the Independence 
Party in order to get the necessary number 
of petitions signed. Once the petitions 
are signed, Annabi can then earn the 
Independence Party line for the November 
election.

Annabi noted she has never relied on 
the approval of “party bosses, calling 
endorsements a “very small part of 
the political process.” She called the 
Independence Party endorsements to both 
her and Oliverio “an unwarranted and 
avoidable distraction.”

“As far as I’m concerned, these are the 
residents whose support I have always 
sought and have gratefully received, 
along with every democrat, conservative, 
independent and republican resident in 
Putnam Valley,” Annabi said in an email. 

Zaimi Found Guilty of Forcible Touching; Defense Attorney Vows Appeal

After Ind. Party 
Snafu, Oliverio 
Turns Down 
Endorsement
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By David Propper
Six months ago, Republican New York 

State Assemblyman Steve Katz vowed 
during his inauguration inside the 
Putnam County Historic Courthouse 
that this current term would be his last. 

But now with former state senator 
Greg Ball’s chief of staff Suzi McDonough 
announcing her interest in the seat, Katz 
is reconsidering whether he will officially 
retire from public life at the end of 2016. 

“I’m leaving my options open, I’ll see 
what happens,” Katz said in a recent 
interview. 

McDonough, a Republican, 
announced in June she was launching 
an exploratory committee for the 94th 
assembly seat currently held by Katz, 
who is in the middle of his third term. 
McDonough, a Mahopac resident, is 
currently on the Town of Carmel town 
board. She most recently worked for 
state Sen. Terrence Murphy, but has since 
resigned, according to Murphy’s office. 

Calling her nothing but a “stooge to 
Greg Ball” who is unfit for office, Katz 
said he is rethinking whether he would 
attempt to run for a fourth term in the 
assembly, depending on what other 
candidates step forward. McDonough 
is the only resident in the district to 
publicly express interest in the seat so far.

“Quite frankly, there are going to be 
some excellent candidates coming out 

that I will do everything possible to 
ensure that Greg Ball does not control 
(that assembly seat),” Katz said. 

McDonough has hired Ball’s new 
marketing and communication firm, 
Black Stone, for the campaign gear-up 
and worked for Ball for several years.

McDonough, in a statement, refuted 
Katz’s claim and said she has shown 
“my strength, my independence and my 
ability to stand on my own two feet. I was 
running businesses and raising a family 
in this community, long before Steve 
Katz came to town.”

“I am going to run a positive campaign 
focused on the issues.  I intend to 
leave the politics to my opponent,” 
McDonough went on to state. “Folks 
throughout this district realize the need 
for competent, conservative leadership 
they can be proud of.  Cutting taxes, 
protecting innocent life, and repealing 
the un-SAFE Act are some of my goals. 
I am focused on putting my best foot 
forward to represent the people and the 
community I love.”

Katz and Ball, at an earlier time in both 
of their political careers, appeared to be 
allies but eventually had a falling out, 
leading the two Republicans to openly 
criticize each other. Ball even threatened 
to sue Katz after Katz stated Ball was 
under federal investigation for campaign 
finance misuse. Ball left public office at 

the end of 2014 and has since moved to 
Texas, though he occasionally visits New 
York. 

“What do you want anything to do 
with Greg Ball of all things?” Katz said. 
“And she is completely of Greg Ball. 
Let’s finally clean up Putnam. Let’s have 
nothing to do with people who were 
involved with (ex-senator Vincent) 
Leibell and have nothing to do with Greg 
Ball. Let’s try that for a change.”

Ball, when reached for comment, 
panned Katz’s attacks on McDonough. 

“Belittling a very popular local 
leader, who is also an amazing mother 
and awesome human being who has 
overcome enormous personal tragedy, 
is both politically stupid and personally 
vile,” Ball said in an email. “Suzi is one 
of the toughest and most independent 
people I know.”

Katz said he has spoken with other 
potential candidates and believes that 
if one of those Republicans within the 
district ended up running, they would 
warrant his support.

Katz said, “If there are people that I see 
that can take this seat and make sure that 
it is kept clean and without any influence 
from disgrace politicians from Texas 
pulling strings in Putnam County, yes 
I’m going to make sure of that any way 
I can.”

Katz Rethinks Term-Limit with McDonough’s Interest in Assembly Seat

Suzi McDonoughSteve Katz
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By David Propper
In Carlo Marano’s family, printing is a 

lifelong passion. 
A long line of family members past to 

present own or work, one way or another, 
in the printing business. From the Bronx to 
Connecticut, Marano’s great-grandfather, 
grandfather, father, brother and sister all 
are or were involved in making printing 
and graphics come to life.  

Owning Millennium Printing and 
Graphics, Marano is simply following the 
trend started and sustained by his family. 

Vowing to handle any project “from 
concept to completion” Millennium 
Printing and Graphics has been serving 
the Brewster community for more than a 
decade. With such a rich family history, 
customers know when they come to 
Millennium for a printing or graphic 
need, Marano and his team have the 
most updated printing technology and 
institutional knowledge to handle a wide 
array of requests. Millennium prints 
business cards, letterhead, envelopes, 
newsletter, invoices, raffles, brochures, 
and anything else on paper.

Marano grew up around printing, 
noting his grandfather and father had an 
envelope printing business that started in 
1960s that would print 3 million envelopes 

per day. Marano worked for his father’s 
business in lower Westchester County 
until he decided to build his own business 
and brand in Putnam County, which is 
near where he lives in Connecticut. 

When asked if he ever considered 
another job field, Marano quickly replied 
no. And he knew from a young age, even 

without 
his family 
prompting 
him that 
he wanted 
to go into 
the printing 
business. 

“I like the 
work, I like 
to get my 
hands dirty,” 
Marano said. 

Working 
in the 
printing 
business 
for so long, 
Marano has 
seen first 
hand how 
the industry 
has changed. 

He used to have a dozen presses, now 
he only needs one with everything going 
digital. In fact, he just bought a brand 
new, state of the art, digital press machine. 

Bob Hansmann, who works part-time 
with Marano, noted the technological 
advances have made for more productive, 
and faster printing. 

“And everyone wants it yesterday,” 
Hansmann said. “Typical turnover would 
be 48 hours now where a generation ago 
it would be a week, two weeks.”

Marano started his business 15 years 
ago, located at first on Oak Street. After 
five years, he moved to Mt. Ebo Road 
and was located there for ten years. 
Millennium Printing is now on the 
village’s main street, where he had been 
hoping to be situated for some time. 
Driving up and down the street, Marano 
spotted a “for lease” sign and jumped at 
the opportunity. 

“I wanted more of a storefront location,” 
Marano said. “I was in a big building with 
no glass, couldn’t see outside. This is 
nicer.”

No matter where his location has been 
or what technology he uses, customers 
have always followed and turned to 
Millennium for their printing needs. 
Some of the customers Marano had when 
he first started, he still has today. 

“They can come in and talk to us,” 
Marano said as to why his business 
has been a successful one. “Not talk to 
someone on the phone.”

Millennium Printing and Graphics is 
located at 175 Main Street in Brewster. Its 
phone number is 845-279-4605.

Millennium Printing and Graphics 
Brewster

Business 

of the Week

DAViD PROPPER PHOTO
The new storefront location for Millennium Printing and Graphics located on the 
village’s main street.

845 628-1330
sclafanioil.com
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Muriel E. Cornish
Muriel E. Cornish, 98, of Carmel, died 

on March 4. In honor and celebration of 
her life, family and friends are invited to 
attend a Memorial Mass on July 11, at 11 
a.m. at St. James the Apostle R.C. Church, 
12 Gleneida Avenue, Carmel. She is 
survived by her four loving children; 
Richard Cornish, Jr., Mary Jane Odell, 
Peter Cornish and Tina Cornish-Lauria 
and twelve wonderful grandchildren and 
eight adoring great-grandchildren. Mrs. 
Cornish is predeceased by her beloved 
husband; Richard. In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made to St. James 
Church, Putnam Hospital or CAREERS 
for People with Disabilities, Inc. Funeral 
arrangements were under the direction of 
Cargain Funeral Homes, Inc. 10 Fowler 
Avenue, Carmel. 

Dolores Reda
Dolores Reda, a Mahopac, resident 

since 1966 and formerly of the Bronx, 
died peacefully on Tuesday June 30, 
at the age of 76. She was born in the 

Bronx on April 24, 1939, the daughter of 
Joseph and Mary Paone. Dolores was a 
homemaker who was very active in her 
children’s activities as they were growing 
up. She volunteered at the Lakeview 
School in Mahopac where she ran the 
school store and she held cooking classes 
on occasion. On February 2, 1958 she 
married Michael Reda at Immaculate 
Conception Church in the Bronx. In 
addition to Michael, she is survived by her 
daughters, Deborah Reda and her partner 
Nichole of Mahopac and Lora Reynolds 
and her husband Richard Jr. of Holmes, 
NY, her grandchildren Matthew Anthony 
Mancini III, Richard Reynolds III, Jessica 
Reynolds and Michael Reynolds and her 
great grandchildren Gino and Carmine 
Mancini. Her son, Michael Reda Jr. and 
her brother, Richard Paone died earlier.

Anne B. Morini
Anne B. Morini of Mahopac, died 

on Tuesday June 30, at the age of 93. 
She was born in White Plains on May 
16, 1922, the daughter of Salvatore and 

Maria Monaco Buonassisi.  Following 
high school, Anne attended Berkeley 
Secretarial School. After a beautiful 
courtship she married the love of her 
life, Reno Morini on April 27, 1947 at 
the Church of Our Lady of Sorrows in 
White Plains. Reno died on August 2, 
2007. She was a parishioner of St. John 
The Evangelist Church in Mahopac and 
a member of its Rosary Altar Society. 
She belonged to the Mahopac Garden 
Club and volunteered for many years 
at Putnam Hospital Center. She was an 
avid golfer and was a member of the 
Mahopac Golf Club. She loved reading, 
crosswords, quilting, gardening and 
being with her grandchildren. She was 
often caught whistling as she prepared 
delicious meals for her loved ones.  She 
is survived by her daughter Patty (Bob 
Heath) of Belgrade, ME, her sons, Ralph 
(Diane) of Charlottesville, VA, Richard 
of Carmel, Robert (Patrice) of Carmel 
and Michael (Constance) of New York 
City and 10 sweet grandchildren whom 
she cherished dearly.  

Has the Tamagna/Odell crystal ball 
forecast of sky-high revenues from MV 
Transportation been clouded by the 
reality of hard numbers? During the 
past few weeks, weeding out credible, 
substantiated information provided 
by Transportation Manager, Vincent 
Tamagna, has been frustrated by shell 
number games.  As of this date, the 
following appear to be the results for the 
year’s operations:

Due to Mr. Tamagna’s inexperience 
in all matters transportation, the county 
hired a consultant for $65,000 to write 
the RFP. The sweetener to approving the 
MV contract was Mr. Tamagna’s boasting 
of a bounty saving of $5 million over the 
life of the five-year contract. Not two 
months later, at the State of the County 
Address, (County Executive MaryEllen) 
Odell congratulated Mr. Tamagna on 
securing the contract at a savings of $4 
million (a million here, a million there.) 
However, persistent efforts to obtain cost 
comparisons between the old contract 
under First Transit of White Plains and 

the new contract with MV appeared to 
result in only a savings of  $235,366, a far 
cry from the original bloated estimates 
from Tamagna and Odell.  Nor was I 
provided substantiation of Ms. Odell’s 
May 15, 2014 Press Release claims of $1 
million in cost-cutting efficiencies.

MV’s website states the following: 
“MV will manage operations, vehicle 
maintenance, customer service, 
scheduling and dispatch.  In addition, 
DriveCam, a vehicle monitoring system 
will be installed in each vehicle for safe 
operations and to protect passenger and 
drivers.” To date, I have not received 
confirmation that this safety technology 
has been installed, nor have Mr. Tamagna 
or company personnel reported on their 
progress toward implementing the terms 
of the contract.  

Projected increases in ridership were 
equally difficult to pin down.  Was 
the increase in ridership figures for 
veterans being transported to medical 
appointments due to duplications or 
repeaters?

Equally troubling was the apparent 
failure by Mr. Tamagna to disclose his 
brother’s relationship to the successful 
bidder, Dallas-based MV.  I have not been 
able to determine whether Mr. Tamagna’s 
brother was in the employ of MV before 
the contract or was employed subsequent 
to the contract award and what exactly 
is his position and salary.  Presently he 
is sitting in the Planning Department’s 
renovated supply room on Fair St. 
equipped with central air, desks, cubbies, 
flooring, etc. Estimated cost to taxpayers 
is approximately $14,000, obtained from 
various Highway Department budget 
lines. If, in fact, his employment occurred 
prior to the contract, then Mr. Tamagna 
should have disclosed it on the ethics 
form required of all County employees.

Who is being held accountable in this 
questionable Tamagna/Odell scheme? 
Are we, the taxpayers, being taken for a 
ride?

Dini LoBue
Putnam County Legislator, District 8

Carmel High School is looking to 
expand its Work Experience Program 
for students. This program gives students 
with disabilities the opportunity to 
focus on work and job related skills, 
job training, and work placement upon 
graduation. “We have applied for a 
program development grant to expand 
the program,” explained Christine 

Chambers Szafranski, Carmel’s Director 
of Pupil Services. “One of the conditions 
of the grant is to seek partnerships with 
certified minority and women-owned 
business.” 

Minority and women-owned firms 
that are certified with the New York 
State Division of Minority and Women 
Business Development are invited to 

partner with Carmel High School by 
working with students. 

Certified businesses that are interested 
are asked to contact Mike Murphy 
(Carmel High School Special Education 
Teacher) at mmurphy1@carmelschools.
org or 845-225-8441, ext. 610, or Christine 
Chambers Szafranski’s office at 845-8788-
2094, ext. 246.
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Bandstand at Main Dock 
Cold Spring, NY

 Sunday Evenings from 6-8 p.m.
 July 12, 2015 thru August 23, 2015

Village of Cold Spring-on-the Hudson, NYFeaturing:

143 Main Street
Cold Spring, NY

845-265-4113

Unique Gifts, Wooden Toys, Games and  
Puzzles for the Whole Family 
Featuring Eco- Friendly and  

Products Made in USA 

The Gift Hut 

86 Main Street,  Cold Spring, New York 10516 

gifthut06@aim.com  

Visit us: Friday 11AM– 6PM, Saturday and Sunday 10AM– 6PM 
1467 Route 9

(where Route 9 & Route 403 merge)
Garrison, NY

845-424-6241

24 Hour 
Appalachian Deli 

Grill & Pizza

LET US CATER YOUR
NEXT PARTY!

Authentic Bronx Style Pizza!
Gourmet Hot Food!

Boar’s Head Deli! 
Low Gas Prices!

91 Main Street
Cold Spring, NY
845-265-5582

Unique Gifts, Wooden Toys, Games and 
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Featuring Eco-Friendly and 
Products Made in the USA

86 Main Street, Cold Spring, NY
gifthut06@aim.com

Visit us: Friday 11am-6pm, 
Saturday and Sunday 10am-6pm
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Featuring Eco- Friendly and  

Products Made in USA 

The Gift Hut 

86 Main Street,  Cold Spring, New York 10516 

gifthut06@aim.com  

Visit us: Friday 11AM– 6PM, Saturday and Sunday 10AM– 6PM 

Fresh, High Quality, 
Local Ingredients

Serving Breakfast & Lunch Six 
Days A Week

Closed Tuesdays
129-131 Main Street

Cold Spring, NY 10516
845-265-9471

www.hudsonhils.com 

Breakfast & Lunch  

Visit our store at 
64 Main Street

Cold Spring, NY 10516
845.809.5600

Find us on Facebook

July 12
BRYAN LAMMARS 

BAND
R&B, Soul

August 2
SAINTS OF SWING

Standards, 
Swing

July 19
TENBROOKS MOLLY 

Americana, 
Country

August 9
 BURR JOHNSON 

BAND 
Funky, Jazz

July 26
BROTHERS 

ON THE ROAD
Allman Brothers 

covers

August 16
MELISSA 
FERRICK 

Folk

August 23
CHRIS O’ LEARY 

BAND
Blues

Riverfront Bandstand-Free & Open to the Public

Riverview 
Restaurant

45 Fair Street 
Cold Spring, NY

845-265-4778

LUMBER & BUILDING MATERIALS 
Since 1848 

914-737-2000 
2 NORTH WATER ST. PEEKSKILL         

WWW.DAINSLUMBER.COM   
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Across
1 Type of rocket or new gym in 
Cortlandt Manor, ____ Fitness
6 Slightly open
10 Situate
12 Artist’s model pose
13 End-of-semester student, often
14 Quarterback targets
15 Country street
17 Ozone depleter, abbr.
20 Spoiled
23 ‘’Oh wow!’’
24 Way back when
25 Banjo kin
26 A broad range of varied but 
related ideas or Indian Point 
management company
28 Chitchat
29 Info
30 Likelihood
32 Pickle
38 Wrap
39 Assistant
40 Plot unit
41 “Old ___”

Down
1 ‘’Hogwash!’’
2 Formerly before
3 Christmas contraction
4 Letters after some officers’ names
5 The loneliest number
6 Ending for perm
7 Brown insect
8 Include

9 Object in court
11 Communicate indirectly
16 Mini water buffalo
17 Type of lettuce
18 Vain sort
19 Common cheese
20 100___ bulb
21 Rap sheet abbr.
22 Belle at the ball
27 Social class
30 Edible tuber
31 Happy companion
33 Shake a ___!
34 Below par
35 Federal printing office (abbr.)
36 ____Royal Highness
37 Tax

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 15

Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
June 13 - September 19

Events sponsored by The Book Cove

Music sponsored by Petite

pawlingfarmersmarket.org

Putnam Examiner_Layout 1  5/29/15  2:12 PM  Page 
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NEW YORK, NY 10165
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Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin
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To the delight of its seniors, the Carmel 
Friendship Center recently expanded 
their exercise room, which holds a 
multitude of classes and events. The 
project was promised to the seniors by 
Putnam County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell when she declared 2014 “The Year 
of the Senior.”

“If you want to know how your 
children will treat you when you grow 
old, remember they are watching how 
you treat your elders now,” said Odell. “So 
let’s show the generation behind us how 
we honor our elders – with gratitude and 
respect.”

Odell partnered with Fred Pena, 
commissioner of Putnam County’s 
Highways and Facilities Department to 
make this dream a reality.

“After reviewing the needs and the 
assessment of our seniors with the County 
Executive, our facilities and engineering 
staff have worked diligently to create a 
safe and enjoyable area for our seniors at 
the Donald B Smith Campus,” said Pena.”

The size of exercise room was increased 
from approximately 360 square feet to 
approximately 800 square feet. Pena made 
sure to address potential safety concerns 
by repairing the floors and adding an 
exercise bar for seniors who require extra 
stability.

The seniors are welcoming the change.
“I usually get 15 to 25 students in 

my class,” said George D’Alessandro of 
Carmel, chair fitness class instructor. “We 
used to have a waiting list of participants 
and I was limited before as to what type of 
exercises I could teach because of balance 
and safety issues. Now we have a balance 
bar and extra space so I have the freedom 
to teach a lot more.”

In addition to the chair fitness class 
on Wednesdays, the Carmel Friendship 
Center offers other fitness classes 
throughout the week such as Zumba, 
yoga, line dancing and Tai Chi.

Raphelaella Fattori, a resident of 
the Plaza at Clover Lake, is an active 
participant in chair fitness class, even as 

she nears her 101st birthday on July 7th. 
“I love coming to this class,” she said. “We 
have so much more room now.  It used 
to be too tight for us to do some of the 
exercises.”

 Helping Putnam senior citizens stay 
active as they successfully progress 
through the “continuum of aging” is a 
role that the Office for Senior Resources 
Director Patricia Sheehy relishes.

“Seniors live healthier and happier lives 
if they exercise and participate in fitness 
activities,” said Sheehy. “We used to have 
to limit the number of classes a senior 
could attend to make sure that everyone 
had an opportunity to go. Now we 

encourage them to attend as many classes 
as they want.”

Sheehy and her staff oversee a myriad of 
opportunities which aid Putnam residents 
who are 60 years and older. Hundreds of 
seniors gather daily throughout the four 
Friendship and Nutrition Centers in 
Putnam County to enjoy exercise, arts 
and education programs, lunch and each 
other’s company.

“Seniors are among our most valuable 
residents,” said Odell. “We need to 
honor and embrace the wisdom that our 
seniors possess. They are our parents, 
grandparents and great-grandparents. 
They are our veterans, first responders 
and volunteers. They are our teachers, our 
mentors and our business leaders as well 
as leaders in doing charitable work with 
our not-for-profits.”

According to the New York State Office 
for Aging, and based on information 
from 2010 Census, Putnam’s senior 
population, those aged 60 years and older, 
now account for 1 in every 4 residents 
in Putnam County. The county has the 
fastest growing senior population in the 
state.

The Carmel Friendship Center serves 
seniors in the Carmel, Kent, Patterson 
and Brewster communities. The county 
also has friendship centers in Mahopac, 
Cold Spring and Putnam Valley.

COURTESY OF COUnTY EXEC. OFFiCE
Seniors inside the Carmel Friendship Center have a host of  different activities they can look forward to 
each day at its expanded programs room.

Putnam Expands Carmel Senior Center Program Room

* 7/22 Thunder from Down Under * 7/31 As Seen on TV Comedy Series * 8/28 Tito 
Nieves * 9/11 Sinbad * 9/25 The Outlaws * 10/9 Best of the Eagles – Benefit Event * 
10/16 Yesterday - The Beatles Tribute * 10/23 Gino Vannelli * 11/14 Don McLean * 

11/15 Django Festival Allstars - Gypsy Guitar

 Join our email list @
ParamountHudsonValley.com to enter!

1008 Brown St. Peekskill NY 10566   Phone: 914-739-0039PARAMOUNTHUDSONVALLEY.COM

Playing all your favorite hits!
• Grandpa (Tell Me ’bout The Good Ol’ Days) 

• She Is His Only Need 
• No One Else on Earth 

• Mama He’s Crazy 
• Love Can Build A Bridge 

• and many more!• and many more!

An Evening of Spirit w/ James Van Praagh

FRIDAY
7/17

 Wynonna & The Big Noise

SATURDAY
 7/18

1008 BROWN STREET PEEKSKILL NY   PHONE:914-739-0039 x2            JOIN OUR MAILING LIST FOR A CHANCE TO WIN FREE TICKETS!

WIN TICKETS!

Arrival from Sweden  
The Music of ABBA

SAT, JUL 25  8PM

Sizzling Summer Shows – ON SALE NOW
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For years, from a style 
perspective, we’ve preferred 
the clean sleek look of 
hardwood floors over wall-to-
wall carpeting, especially since 
we figured out that the costs 
were comparable. 

From a health consideration, 
we’ve had the perception in 
the media that hard surface 
flooring holds advantages 
over carpeting for allergy and 
asthma sufferers. 

But recently I learned from 
Diane Darby, vice president, 
marketing and sales at Absolute 
Flooring in Yorktown Heights, 
that the opposite is true.

Whenever I have a question 
about any aspect of flooring, Darby 
always “floors” me, if you’ll pardon the 
pun, with her encyclopedic knowledge of 
the business and her exceptional ability to 
communicate that expertise clearly and 
concisely.  

“When I got into the business, I just 
listened to everything the reps could tell 
me,” Darby said of how she acquired that 
knowledge.

But I suspect that she’s just plain smart 
on top of that process. Also, as I learned 
with this particular issue, she does 
independent research. 

So, when I read that one in 10 children 

and one in 12 adults suffer 
from asthma, and that many 
people believe carpeting affects 
asthma sufferers, I knew with 
whom I should check.

“Although most people 
come in to remove carpet 
when a child or an elderly 
person has some respiratory 
issue, I tell them that’s not what 
they should do, based on my 
research,” Darby explained.

“I found that there had been 
some studies done, the first 
one in the 1970s in Sweden, 
where in commercial buildings 
they had stopped using 
carpeting and went to hard 
surfaces specifically because 

the incidence of respiratory distress had 
risen so high in the country and they felt 
this was a direct correlation to the use of 
carpeting.

“But in fact, what they found was that 
carpeting was better for holding allergens 
and other properties at bay that would 
normally be airborne until such time 
that they could be cleaned away, while 
hard surfaces allowed those allergens to 
become airborne with foot traffic. Studies 
proved that, in fact, carpeting was better.”

“But what about getting the allergens 
out of the carpeting?” I asked.  

“There is that disclaimer,” Diane 

responded. “The carpeting must be well 
maintained. It should be vacuumed 
at least once a week and should be 
professionally cleaned every 18 to 24 
months. As a matter of fact, this should 
be done anyway to maintain the carpet’s 
warranty in case there’s ever a claim. The 
preferred method is steam cleaning, or 
hot water extraction, as it’s called, so that 
the moisture is also removed.”

Darby added that wools should be dry 
cleaned with a product called Capture, a 
powder manufactured by Milliken, which 
is poured on the carpet and vacuumed 
away.

My last question about carpeting versus 
hardwood flooring involved the concern 
about off-gassing. 

“That has been addressed in the past 
few years by the manufacturers,” Darby 
said, “and, further, once the carpet arrives 
in our warehouse, we unwrap it from the 
plastic and aerate it until it’s ready to be 
installed in the consumer’s home.  

“So, bottom line, when we have a 
flooring customer talking about air 
quality issues in the home, we do 
recommend carpeting over hardwood,” 
Darby concluded. 

If you have any questions about flooring 
or carpeting, Diane Darby of Absolute 
Flooring will have the answer. She can 
be reached at 914-245-0225. The website 
address is www. absoluteflooring.com.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com). His real estate site is: www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his blog is: 
www.TheHomeGuru.com. To engage the 
services of The Home Guru and his team 
to market your home for sale, call 914-522-
2076.

BiLL PRiMAVERA PHOTO
Diane Darby, vice president, marketing and 
sales at Absolute Flooring, said research proves 
that carpeting rather than hardwood is a better 
flooring choice for those concerned about air 
quality issues.

The High Cost of a Fine Meal at a Renowned Restaurant 
Wine lists, in the 

hands of a skilled 
and customer-
focused sommelier, 
can be the epitome 
of the overall 
experience at a 
restaurant. When 
curated with the 
food menu in 
mind, they can be 

the cornerstone of an exceptional dining 
experience at a top restaurant. 

They can also reflect the high prices at 
which many restaurants have priced their 
food menu. At a number of high-end, 
highly acclaimed restaurants, notably 
in New York City, a diner may spend 
considerably more on a bottle of wine 
than on the expensive meal for which it 
is to be paired. 

In my last two columns, I’ve focused 
on the sea change in wine lists 
and the underlying influence 
of the newest generation 
of sommeliers. This week 
I’m presenting an example 
of one restaurant’s food 
and wine offerings that 
epitomize the pinnacle of 
the new landscape of top 
restaurants. 

The menus at New York’s 
high-end restaurants are 

more expansive, and more 
expensive, than at any 
time in this cosmopolitan 
city’s history – and wine 
lists are following suit. I’ve 
previously reviewed “The 
World’s Best Wine Lists 
of 2015,” as designated by 
the highly regarded The World of Fine 
Wine magazine. The top-rated restaurant 
wine list was that of Eleven Madison Park 
in New York City. The combination of 
food, wine and service has garnered the 
restaurant the highest accolades from 
many sources. 

Over the past year it has received a four 
star rating from The New York Times 
(one of only six awarded in New York) 
and a three star rating from the Michelin 
Guide (one of only nine awarded in 
the United States). Additionally, it has 
been honored with the number five 
ranking in the prestigious San Pellegrino 
Top 50 Restaurants in the World, the 
highest ranking of any North American 

restaurant.
The culinary experience is not 

for the faint of heart. There is no 
a la carte menu. Rather, each 
day the kitchen decides on the 

ingredients and recipes for 
each of the dozen (or more) 
courses. Yes, that will take 
a large bite out of a patron’s 

day – up to four hours 
from start to finish. 

The price of this 
extravagant meal? $225 
per person, before tax and 
gratuity.

And the wines? Befitting 
the menu. Here is an 

overview of the restaurant’s wine list, 
as culled from an analytical review 
conducted by Grape Collective, a web-
based group of editors and writers seeking 
out topics for wine lovers.

The list is extensive, offering more 
than 3,000 choices. There is also an 
impressive list of 73 wines by the glass. 
The selections are dominated by French 
wines (90 percent) including over 1,100 
wines from Burgundy. Surprisingly, 
there is a reasonable focus on American 
wines, unlike a number of other high-end 
restaurants. 

The wine prices are more extravagant 
than the lofty tasting menu price. The 
median price is $595; the average price 
is $752. While there are nearly 400 wines 
priced less than $100, there are more than 
750 wines priced over $500.   

Patrons dine at Eleven Madison Park 
for many reasons, often to celebrate a 
(very) special occasion. And there are 
special wines for such occasions. For a 
special birthday, one might be interested 
in a 1961 Château Margaux Bordeaux 

($6,150) or a 1971 Domaine Armand 
Rousseau Burgundy ($8,900). For a 
very special birthday, a dessert wine 
might be in order. Why not consider 
the 1929 Château d’Yquem Sauternes 
($11,000). The highest priced wine? A 
1971 Domaine de la Romanée-Conti 
Monopole Burgundy ($13,500).

One of the hidden bargains at the 
restaurant may be the corkage fee. For 
$65, a patron may bring a favorite wine 
to suit the occasion without incurring the 
significant mark-up of the wines on the 
restaurant’s list. 

Whether dining for hedonistic 
pleasure or cultured refinement, a meal at 
Eleven Madison Park will leave a lasting 
impression on a patron’s life – and wallet. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com 
or on Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

The Surprising Health Debate of Carpeting vs. Hard Floors 

‘not for the 
faint of heart’
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Putnam ARC, the leading provider of 
services for people with developmental 
disabilities in Putnam County, 
announces that longtime PARC Board 
of Directors President Tom Paradise has 
stepped down as the volunteer leader of 
the non-profit.

Paradise, of Mahopac, served as the 
agency’s board president for the past 
19 years. Paradise will now serve as the 
treasurer for the board of directors.

“Tom provided excellent leadership to 
PARC for many years and I am so pleased 
that he will be remaining on the executive 
committee as treasurer,” said PARC 
Executive Director Susan Limongello.

Tom Paradise began his volunteer work 
with PARC shortly after his daughter 
Shannon started at the PARC Preschool. 
Despite his busy work and home life, 
Tom didn’t hesitate to take on a role with 
PARC’s board of directors in 1987.

Tom first joined as a board member 
and then took over as board treasurer 
in 1992. Tom then transitioned to board 

president in 1996 and remained at the 
helm of PARC’s all-volunteer, family-

run board of directors until June 22, 
2015, when new Board President Susan 
Lucas was elected. Rarely during his 28-
year tenure did Tom miss a fundraiser 
or major PARC event, taking part in 
everything from car shows to holiday 
parties, the annual Cablethon and 
even walking the catwalk for the PARC 
fashion shows. 

Tom is extremely active in his home 
community of Mahopac and volunteered 
with the Mahopac Sports Association for 
six years. He is also the longest sitting 
board member for Gulfstream Aerospace. 
Tom is a vice president of White Cloud 
Charter, a division of ConAir and the 
company’s director of maintenance.

“It’s a tribute to our staff and our 
leadership that we have been around for 
61 years and that we have seen incredible 
growth in the last 28 years I have served 
on the board,” said Paradise. “This agency 
is strong, stable, and growing. We have a 
very bright future ahead of us.”

With tick season in full swing, 
Senator Sue Serino (R, C, I—Hyde Park) 
brought critical information necessary 
to prevent the spread of Lyme and tick-
borne diseases directly to members of 
the local community. The community 
forum hosted by Serino, who Chairs the 
NYS Senate Taskforce on Lyme and Tick-
Borne Diseases, was held at the Wallace 
Center of the FDR site on Tuesday, June 
30. “When it comes to Lyme and tick-
borne diseases, information is power 
and that information is constantly 
evolving,” said Serino. “No matter 
how much you think you know, there’s 
always more to learn. If we want to 
stop the spread of Lyme and tick-borne 
diseases, we need to take proactive 
steps, raise awareness, increase access 
to important information and bring it 
directly to the community.” The packed 
event, included presentations by experts 
who provided tips and resources for 
preventing the spread of these diseases 
and featured time for the audience to 

ask questions of the panelists. Serino 
added, “One of my goals as Chair of 
the Taskforce on Lyme and Tick-Borne 

Diseases, is to bring the conversation 
on Lyme to the mainstream and to 
empower New Yorkers by arming them 

with the information they need to stay 
tick free. Tonight’s community forum 
was a major step in the right direction 
and I thank all those who helped make 
it a success.”

Longtime PARC Board President Steps Down

Serino Hosts Forum to Help Combat Lyme Disease

Pet 
Of 

The 
Week 

www.puthumane.org  

The Putnam   
Humane Society 

Laila wants to be 
loved & cherished! 

Adopt her at:   

guitar, banjo and, his favorite, harmonica. 
When Maass suggested to his 

family it might be fun to play with The 
Homegrown String Band, his daughters 
contacted the group to see if the Long 
Island based band would play a gig in or 
near Putnam County and allow Maass to 
sit in for a few songs, and to everyone’s 
delight, the group agreed.

“We were pleasantly surprised when 

they wrote back immediately and were 
open to the idea,” said Maass’ son, Paul 
Maass, who is a Carmel High School 
alum. “We’re excited to meet the band 
and to be surrounded by my father’s 
friends and family.” 

The elder Maass is fairly well known 
throughout Putnam, having served 
for more than 25 years as an EMT and 
volunteer firefighter with the Kent and 
Patterson Fire Departments as well as the 

Carmel Ambulance Corps.  He has also 
spent time as a Boy Scout troop leader 
in Carmel and currently serves as the 
acting chaplain for the Patterson Fire 
Department. 

Having played in several local bands, 
including Strange Brew and The Toys, the 
younger Maass said his father is excited 
to take the stage with The Homegrown 
String Band on Thursday and despite his 
grim illness, the show will not be a sad 

event. 
“This is not a sympathy party, it’s meant 

to be a celebration of music,” said the 
younger Maass. 

Maass will join The Homegrown String 
Band at The Towne Crier, located at 379 
Main Street in Beacon, on Thursday July 
9 beginning at 7:30 p.m. Tickets cost $15 
in advance or $20 at the door and can be 
purchased at www.TownCrier.com or by 
calling 845-855-1300.

Patterson Man’s Dying Wish to Come True in “Celebration of Music”
continued from page 1

advertising@
theexaminernews.com

Advertise in 
The Examiner. 
Call 864-0878 today!

get 
NOTICED!

Advertise in
The Putnam

Examiner
Call 914-864-0878 today!



July 7 - July 13, 2015www.TheExaminerNews.com 15

Register Now: 
The Ty Louis Campbell Foundation 

will host its 3rd annual Muddy Puddles 
“Mess Fest” on Saturday, August 8th, 
2015 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Camp 
Kiwi Day Camp (825 Union Valley Rd, 
Carmel, NY).  The “Mess Fest” is an 
outdoor event featuring food, music, 
games, and, of course, plenty of mud. 
This event is a celebration of kids 
being kids and honoring children with 
cancer. All proceeds will directly fund 
childhood cancer research.  Tickets are 
$40 for children ages 3-13 and $30 for 
adults. For more information, please 
visit: http://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-
muddy-puddles-mess-fest-2015-tickets-
16667428728?aff=erelexpsim

Saturday, August 8 Putnam County 
Wine and Food Fest: Entering its fifth 
year, the Putnam County Wine and Food 
Fest is at a new location—Beaver Creek 
Farm on Route 311 in Patterson, NY. 
The event for all ages features wineries, 
distilleries, farm market and specialty 
foods, food trucks, arts and crafts, and 
special exhibitors. Tickets are available 
online at PutnamCountyWineFest.com.  
The Fest will provide a wide variety of 
food, drinks, activities, and more. There 
will also be cooking demonstrations from 
celebrity chef to the star. Visit the website 
for directions at putnamcountywinefest.
com/travel/.  All ages are welcome on 
August 8th from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. and 

August 9th from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. at Beaver 
Creek Farm in Patterson.  General 
admission tickets are available for $25, 
$10 for those under 21. One day VIP 
passes are being sold for $100, advance 
sale only. Visit PutnamCountyWineFest.
com for additional information.
Ongoing: 

Marge’s Knitting Circle will be offered 
July 22 and Aug. 26, from 6:30 p.m.-8 
p.m. at Support Connection, 40 Triangle 
Center, Suite 100, Yorktown Heights.
Monday’s: 

 “Food Crafts for Kids!” at the 
Brewster Public Library on Mondays, July 
13 and July 20, from 5 p.m.-6 p.m.  Make 
a tasty afternoon summer snack!  For all 
ages.  Registration is required.  For more 
information call 845-279-6421 or visit 
http://tinyurl.com/nok322k.  
Wednesday’s:  

“Hooray for Heroes!” a program 
for children ages 3-6, will be held at the 
Brewster Public Library on Wednesdays, 
from 11 a.m.-noon, beginning July 8th.  In 
this six week program, children will listen 
to fun books about heroes and do “super” 
activities!  Registration is required.  For 
more information call 845-279-6421 or 
visit http://tinyurl.com/qeurhzq.
Thursday’s:

Summer Art for Adults at Reed 
Library Thursdays 10 a.m. to noon.  July 
16:  Zentangle.  July 23 and 30.   Landscape 
Watercolor.  August 6:  Exploring Line 

and Shape with Pen and Ink.  Register 
for one class or all three.  Please call the 
library to register, 845-225-2439.

Paws to Read at the Kent Public 
Library: Join volunteers from Therapy 
Dogs International, and their dogs at 
Kent Public Library, for the Paws for 
Reading Program, select Thursdays and  
Fridays in July and August. This program 
is designed to give children, ages 6-10, 
the opportunity to gain confidence and 
improve reading skills by reading aloud 
to a therapy dog. This is a free event.  
One-on-one fifteen minute sessions 
are available by appointment only. 
Registration is required.  Call the Kent 
Library at 845-225-8585 for times and 
dates, and ask to reserve a time which 
is convenient for you.   You may also 
register for the program by going to www.
kentlibrary.org.  The library is located at 
17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes.  .
Friday’s

Puppet Story Time & Crafts: Brewster 
Public Library on Fridays, July 10 to 
August 14, from 11 a.m.-noon.  Children 
ages 2-5 are invited to attend a puppet 
show and then create a puppet of their 
own.  Registration is required.  For more 
information call  845-279-6421 or visit 
http://tinyurl.com/pzfb68b.  

Children of all ages are invited to drop 
by the Brewster Public Library on Fridays, 
July 10 to August 14, from 1 p.m.-3 p.m., 
to make a creative craft.  Registration is 
requested. Young children may need 
some assistance.  For more information 
call 845-279-6421 or visit http://tinyurl.
com/o9xo4kd.   
Cancer Support Available: 

Support Connection, Inc., a not-
for profit organization that provides 
free, confidential support services for 
people affected by breast and ovarian 
cancer, offers a wide range of free 
support groups women with breast and 
ovarian cancer. Groups focus on topics 
pertaining to living with cancer through 
all stages of diagnosis, treatment and 
post-treatment. They are offered in 
Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess, and 
by toll-free teleconference. For a complete 
calendar of groups at all locations, visit 
www.supportconnection.org. Advance 
registration is required for all groups; call 
914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.
Tuesday, July 7 

Family Movie Family Big Hero 6 
Movie at Mahopac Library. Mahopac 
Library.  1:30 p.m. free. FMI: http://www.
mahopaclibrary.org/

The Reads at Reed Book Club: 7 
p.m. to discuss the book “Sleeping 
Arrangements” by Laura Shaine 
Cunningham.  The meeting will be held 
at Reed Memorial Library.  Contact 845-
225-2439 with any questions.”
Wednesday, July 8 

Edible Science:  Make your own ice 
creams at the Mahopac Library. Chilly 

edible chemistry challenge.  11 a.m. 
Grade 5 plus. Free. Must Register. FMI: 
http://www.mahopaclibrary.org

Working with Genealogy Software:  
The Kent Public Library is thrilled 
to have Alan Steinfeld 6 p.m.-7:30 
p.m. for a presentation on “Working 
with Genealogy Software and Online 
Databases”.   This program will explore 
the use of dedicated genealogy software to 
store and manipulate family information.  
Participants will learn what to look for 
in a program, how to enter data and the 
sorts of charts and reports that can be 
generated. In addition, the use of online 
genealogy resources will be discussed.  
Using several popular databases, students 
will learn how to optimize their search 
techniques and order searches in a logical 
fashion. This is a free event. Registration 
is required.  You may register for the 
program by going to www.kentlibrary.
org or calling the Kent Public Library at 
845-225-8585.  The library is located at 
17 Sybil’s Crossing (off of Route 52), Kent 
Lakes. 
Thursday, July 9

Mahopac Fire Department Annual 
Carnival: Fireman’s Parade Kickoff the 
carnival.  Fair dates are July 9, 10, 11 
and 16, 17, 18. Bracelet nights are 10th 
and 16th! Enjoy sausage and pepper 
sandwiches, fried Oreos, games, and 
rides! Enter to win a 2015 Jeep Wrangler 
Unlimited X Edition for $5 per ticket! 
Located at the main station on the corner 
of Route 6 and Croton Falls Rd. FMI: 
mahopacvfd.com

Minecraft learn to Mod at the 
Mahopac Library.  Learn introductory 
programming concepts. Grades 3-7. 
You must already know how to play 
Minecraft. Each child can only register for 
1 Minecraft group. Each child must have 
own PC account.  4:30 p.m.  Welcome 
to those in Grades 3-7 free. FMI: http://
www.mahopaclibrary.org/
Friday, July 10 

 FREE Sunset Concert: 6:30 p.m. 
Hosted by Parks & Recreation.  Open to 
the Public.  “STEELY DAN TRIBUTE 
BAND KING OF THE WORLD”.   
Leonard Wagner Memorial Town Park 
156 Oscawana Lake Road Putnam Valley. 
FMI: www.pvpr.com

Musical Stories at the Mahopac Public 
Library: 10 a.m. Grades 1&2. Free Register 
at www.mahopaclibrary.org
Saturday, July 11 

Make a Bookmark: If you plan on 
visiting the library this summer, you’ll 
need a bookmark and special place to 
store your library card!  Children of all 
ages are invited to stop by the Brewster 
Public Library.  12:00-2:00 pm, and make 
a superhero bookmark and library card 
holder!  No registration necessary.  For 
more information call 845-279-6421 or 
visit http://tinyurl.com/ocmrlyj.  

Crossword Answers

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifi eds 070715

ADOPTION
A childless married couple wishes to 
adopt. Loving secure home life. Hands-on 
mom & devoted dad. Large extended fam-
ily. Expenses paid. Felica & Tom. 1-844-
286-1066

AUCTIONS
ONLINE BANKRUPTCY BOAT AUC-
TION! July 11-22 Inspection 7/11- Sa-
ranac Lake, NY from 10-3. 24 Spencer 
Serene, V-8 Merccruiser 350hp, Wooden 
Hull, Custom Built by Spencer Boatworks 
212.375.1222 www.AuctionAdvisors.com

AUTO DONATIONS
Help us help your neighbors! Do you 
have an old or unneeded CAR or TRUCK 
sitting in your driveway or garage? Con-
sider donating it to Yorktown Love in 
Action. We are a non-pro t 501(c)(3) tax 
deductible organization that helps local 
residents in need. Whether the vehicle is 
running or not we will pick it up just Call: 
914-490-3966

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 

bene� ting Make-A-Wish. We o� er free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
bene� ting Make-A-Wish.  We o� er free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

BUSINESS FOR SALE
RESTAURANT FOR SALE: North-
ern Catskill Business District. Cocktail 
Lounge, Bar. Main Street Margaretville 
NY an ALL SEASONS Town. Turnkey, 
available immediately by owner. 845-586-
4884 binnekil@catskill.net

FARMS/ RANCHES FOR SALE
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt 
your land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leas-
ing info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507 
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

HELP WANTED
CASHIER/COUNTER HELP. BP Cort-
landt Manor. Store help needed part time. 
Must be at least 21 years of age. Will train. 

Call Yolanda (914) 755-0970

***SECURITY GUARDS NEEDED 
ASAP*** Looking for reliable, mature, 
punctual guards to work in retail stores 
in Somers. F/T-P/T available. Must have 
NYS guard license and able to work week-
ends. D/L and car a plus! CALL US NOW 
718-544-3949.

ATTEND AVIATION COLLEGE Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
training. Financial aid for quali� ed stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. Call AIM 
for free information 866-296-7093

Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Opera-
tor Career! We O� er Training and Certi-
� cations Running Bulldozers, Backhoes 
and Excavators. Lifetime Job Placement. 
VA Bene� ts Eligible! 1-866-362-6497

IN HOME PET SITTING
Pleasant Paws Inn  LLC  Catering to the 
most discerning dog owners in Westches-
ter.  Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 

& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 9 
Hobby St., Pleasantville.

LAND FOR SALE
50 X 150 RESIDENTIAL BUILDING 
LOT IN THORNWOOD. Interested, call 
(914) 769-2982 and leave message.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

MORTGAGES
Your Homeownership Partner. � e State 
of NY Mortgage Agency o� ers funds 
available for renovation. www.sonyma.
org. 1-800-382-HOME(4663)

SUMMER TUTORING
ALGEBRA, ENGLISH AS WELL AS 
CHEMISTRY, BIOLOGY AND EARTH 
SCIENCE. 14 years of experience. West-
chester Community College employee. 
Your home or mine. (914) 525-8966.

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of a� ordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, 
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49
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Hudson Valley Renegades 2B Oscar Sanay slaps a tag down on Brooklyn Cyclone (Mets) CF Tucker Tharp in the ‘Gades 4-1 win over the visiting, first-place Cyclones last Friday night when HV snapped a 3-game 
skid at The Dutch where fans were treated to a royal fireworks display in honor of  the 4th of  July weekend. The Renegades also defeated the Staten Island Yankees by a score of  3-1 on Saturday evening at 
Richmond County Bank Ballpark to improve to 8-7 on the season... see Renegades Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Hudson Valley Snaps 3-Game Skid in 4-1 Win vs. Brooklyn
Oscar Award!
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By JJ Duke
The Hudson Valley 

Renegades defeated the Staten 
Island Yankees by a score 
of 3-1 on Saturday evening 
at Richmond County Bank 
Ballpark and defeated the 
Brooklyn Cyclones, 4-1, last 
Friday to run their record to 8-7 
on the season. 

After three scoreless innings, 
the Renegades scored the game’s 
first run in the top of the fourth 
inning. Shortstop Michael 
Russell doubled to lead off the 
inning, moved the third base on 
a ground out by third baseman 
Alex Schmidt and scored on 
an RBI infield single by Angel 
Moreno.  

Staten Island tied the game 
at 1-1 in the bottom of the 
fifth inning on a two-out RBI 
single by left fielder Griffin 
Gordon. That ended the night 
for Hudson Valley’s starter Roel 
Ramirez, who gave up an un-
earned run off five hits in four 
and two-thirds innings. 

The ‘Gades responded in the top of 
the seventh inning when first baseman 
Nic Wilson hit a solo home run, giving 
Hudson Valley a 2-1 lead. That lead was 
extended to 3-1 in the top of the eighth 
inning as second baseman Oscar Sanay, 
who singled to lead off the inning, scored 
on an RBI sacrifice fly by right fielder 
Manny Sanchez.

Brad Wallace (2-0) picked up the win 
after coming in relief of Ramirez in the 
bottom of the fifth inning. Wallace gave 
up just one hit in four and a third innings 
while striking out six batters. Bret Marks 

(0-1) took the loss for the Yankees, giving 
up two runs in two and two thirds innings. 

Notes: Nic Wilson now has 11 career 
minor league home runs after his solo 
homer in the top of the seventh inning. 
Wilson hit 10 home runs last season 
with the Princeton Rays, including a pair 
of multi-home run games. And with 64 
career minor league games under his belt, 
Wilson averages a hitting a home run in 
every 5.8 games.

Against the Cyclones’, in front of a 
record crowd of 5,601, the Hudson Valley 
Renegades defeated Brooklyn (NY Mets) 
by a score of 4-1 on Friday evening at 

Dutchess Stadium. Brooklyn fell to 9-5 as 
the ‘Gades snapped what was a three-game 
skid.

Hudson Valley scored a run in the 
bottom of the first inning as right fielder 
Cade Gotta and shortstop Michael Russell 
led off with walks. Gotta came around to 
score later in the inning on a wild pitch 
with designated hitter Manny Sanchez 
at bat. It would take the Cyclones five 
innings to score their first run of the night 
off Renegades starting pitcher Cameron 
Varga (1-1), but Brooklyn tied the game at 
1-1 in the fifth on an RBI single by second 
baseman Vinny Siena.

Hudson Valley wasted little time 
in retaking the lead as they scored 
two runs in the bottom of the 
fifth inning. Center fielder Manny 
Sanchez singled to lead off the 
inning, moved to second base on a 
wild pitch and then scored on left 
fielder Jose Paez’s RBI single. Paez 
then stole second base, moved 
to third on a throwing error by 
Brooklyn’s catcher Jose Garcia and 
scored on a sacrifice fly by second 
baseman Oscar Sanay.

The ‘Gades picked up a run in 
the bottom of the sixth inning to 
take a 4-1 lead on an RBI double 
by first baseman Hector Montes. 
That would end the day for Varga 
who pitched six innings, allowing 
just one run off seven hits and 
struck out four. Brandon Koch 
came in relief for Hudson Valley 
in the seventh inning and pitched 
two shutout innings. Justin 
McCalvin picked up his second 
save of the season after pitching 
a three-up, three-down top of the 
ninth inning.

Notes: While this was Varga’s 
first win of the season, he has been another 
steady arm for Tim Parenton in 2015. In 
three starts and in 15 and two third innings 
pitched, he has allowed just four earned 
runs while walking five batters. Tonight 
was also the longest that Varga has pitched 
into a game in the early season.

The Renegades return to Dutchess 
Stadium on Wednesday, July 8th as they 
host Brooklyn, with first pitch at 7:05pm. 
Wednesday evening is “Bee-do! Bee-do! 
Night” presented by DKI. Call 845-838-
0094, or visit www.hvrenegades.com to 
purchase your tickets now.

Renegades NotebookSports

Surging Hudson Valley Stops Skid, Beats Cyclones, Yankees

Hudson Valley Renegades IF Hector Montes slides safely into third in the ‘Gades 4-1 triumph of  the Brooklyn Cyclones last 
Saturday.
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SOAC’s Adamo LaBriola makes a splendid 
catch in a 15-0 win over Sleepy Hollow in 12-U 
baseball action at Legacy Field.

Shrub Oak’s Victor Magaletti slides home safely in 15-0 win over Sleepy Hollow in 
12-U action.

Shrub Oak’s Vincent Fiorillo leads off  3B in 15-0 win over Sleepy 
Hollow.

Shrub Oak Trims Sleepy Hollow, 15-0
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

There’s Beyoncé and there’s 
Madonna and Cher… the one-
named divas that have acquired 
status for their tributes to society 
via the genre of music. There’s 
Mother Theresa on an island unto 
herself, the matriarch of prayer. 
Then there’s a list of mononymous 
persons in sports; LeBron, 
Michael, Kobe, Messi, Pele, Marta 
and Martina… those that leave 
legacies behind in the world of 
competition.

Locally, two names come to 
mind: Saniya and Jalay. Saniya 
Chong led Ossining girls’ 
basketball to the crest of greatness, 
achieving an All-American status 
in 2013 and delivering what was 
expected of her… the first of 
Ossining’s three NYS Class AA 
championships.

Jalay Knowles, or Jalay as she’s 
known in Pride and Section 
1 circles – the only five-time 
Section 1 champion in the history 
of Section 1 Class AA basketball 
-- delivered Ossining’s second and 
third NYS championships without 
the prolific Chong by her side, 
carrying the weight of Ossining’s 
world on her shoulders.

“There really are no words to 
describe what she did for our 
program,” Ossining Coach Dan 
Ricci said, before unleashing his 
hypothesis on what made Jalay, 
Jalay… a one-named wonder in 
the history of Section 1 sports.

“She’s the winningest player in 
Ossining history,” Ricci said of 
Knowles, who won 113 games and 
lost just 16 in a five-year hoops 
career before locking down a full 
ride to the University of Hartford.

By the time she was finished 
with the most decorated career in 
the history of the NYSPHSAA, Knowles 
had accumulated five Section 1 titles and 
four Region 1 championships to go with 
the three state jewels; not to mention the 
personal accolades that includes one the 
program’s most prized records (1,078 
rebounds) and second to Chong (2,988) 
with 1,883 points. She averaged 23.1 PPG 
and 10.4 RPG her senior year and was 
MSG’s and LOHUD’s Player of the Year, 
plus a first-team All-NYS player, who also 
secured an All-Section nod as a soccer 
goalie and an All-League defender in 
lacrosse.

The decision to name Knowles as the 
Northern Westchester/Putnam Examiner 
Athlete of the Year was based on all the 
above, plus a whole lot more in the 
classroom. As the Pride rolled to a third 
consecutive state title, Knowles signed the 
state record books. Her 22-point second 
quarter against Rush-Henrietta in the 
2015 state championship set a NYS record 
and her 45 points for the game placed her 
among the top-five single-game scoring 
performances in state tournament history.

“Hard work pays off,” said Knowles, 
who will leave for Hartford this week, 
opening the next chapter of a prolific 

career, which began with her eighth-grade 
Section 1 title in 2011, and spanned to her 
senior year in 2015. The five-year starter 
has earned the coveted gold ball every 
single year. “I’m excited to see what the 
future has in store for me.”

Usually, with a player of this ilk, there’s 
a rub, something not to like… be a 
personality conflict with the coach, an heir 
the player might put off, or an arrogance 
that sets off opponents and opposing fans. 
Knowles knows none of that, according to 
Ricci.

“It’s impossible not to like here,” he said. 
“She’s the nicest kids I’ve ever coached, 

and she never, ever took a play off.”
The question begged to be asked: In 

the five years, you’ve coached her (in 
two sports), she’s never took a play off? 
“Never,” Ricci reiterated! 

A three-sport star who never took a 
play off? Nobody, including opponents, 
dislikes her? A premier talent and a 
National Honor Society student. Too good 
to be true, right? University of Hartford 
Coach Jennifer Rizzotti says no way: Her 
pursuit of Knowles was based on both her 
on- and off-court exploits, which were off 
the hook in hoops. 

“We are very excited about Jalay’s 
future at the University of Hartford and 
we look forward to being a part of her 
growth as a person, student and player 
over the next four years,” Rizzotti said. 
“Her passion for the game, her off the 
court accomplishments and her history of 
winning made her a top prospect for us 
and we anticipate that she will be able to 
make an immediate impact for our team.”

Knowles has impacted everybody she’s 
ever play with, creating an atmosphere 
that even the most star-studded teammate 
can relate to.

“Jalay was an amazing teammate on 
and off the court,’ said Chong, now 
entering her third season for the three-
time reigning NCAA champion UConn 
Huskies. “She was always there when 
you needed her no matter what. I was so 
happy to get to know her for the years I 
played alongside her.”

Who wouldn’t be happy playing 
alongside the best multi-sport athlete in 
Ossining history? That, arguably, is Jalay 
in a nutshell.

Female Athlete of the YearSports
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Ossining’s Jalay Knowles was a three-sport star and clear-cut choice for Northern Westchester-Putnam Female 
Athlete of  the Year.

“Jalay was 
an amazing 

teammate on 
and off the 
court. She 

was always 
there when you needed 

her no matter what. I was 
so happy to get to know 

her for the years I played 
alongside her.”

...Saniya Chong,  
UConn two-time national 

champion 

Quintessential Three-Sport Star Shines Bright in Ossining
Jalay Knowles Never Settled for Good, She was Great
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Ossining senior MVP Jalay Knowles didn’t just have a major hand in five-straight Section 1 Class AA basketball titles and three-straight NYSPHSAA crowns while becoming an All-NYS first-team honoree... she 
also played soccer at an All-Section rank and lacrosse at an All-League level, making her the clear-cut choice for the Northern Westchester/Putnam Examiner Female Athlete of  the Year... see Athlete of  the Year

Dream Kitchens & Baths
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• BIRCHCRAFT
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• STONE
• QUARTZ
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• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965
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Complete Design and Installation Services
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Knowles it All!
O s s i n i n g  S e n i o r  Ta b b e d  A t h l e t e  o f  Ye a r


