
By David Propper 
The Crossroads 312 proposed project 

was controversial before a zoning change 
was granted last February, and it appears 
that strife will continue to linger as a 
lawsuit has been filed in connection to 
the rezoning.  

Four residents filed an Article 78 
lawsuit against the Town of Southeast, 
as well as Crossroads 312 LLC, JPH 
Development Corp., and Highlands East 
LLC, all companies connected to the 
proposed development along Route 312 
in hopes of stymieing the project that has 
caused division within the town. 

Tonetta Lake residents Samantha 
Jacobs, Laura Catalano and Helen Dorkin, 
and Keith Napolitano, who lives right off 
Route 312 jointly filed the Article 78, and 
are being represented by New Paltz based 
attorney James Bacon. The four residents 

all claim to be adversely affected by the 
project.

In the lawsuit’s petition, reviewed by 
The Putnam Examiner, the lawsuit alleges 
the town board exceeded its authority 
by voting in favor of a zoning change, 
which changed the parcel of land from 

By David Propper
With hopes of finally pushing the 

Putnam Valley Library into the 21st 
century, the library’s Board of Trustees 
is proposing the library’s budget goes 
straight to the voters this November, 
allowing them to make a spending 
plan determination instead of the town 
board. 

Library board members and 
volunteers are gearing up to start 
collecting petitions to get a budget vote 
on the ballot for this upcoming election. 
While the town board regularly decides 
how much funding the library receives, 
on top of contributions from donations 
and also Putnam County government, 
library officials claim in order to 
become a more viable entity in the 

community, it must start going directly 
to residents for budgetary needs.

The technical term, Board of 
Trustees vice-president Terry Raskyn 
explained is a Chapter 414 that allows 
public libraries in New York the ability 
to place a funding proposition on a 
municipal ballot. 

Right now, each Putnam Valley 
household assessed between $250,000 
and $300,000 is paying six dollars per 
year toward the library, Raskyn said. 
The budget that the trustees are putting 
forth would be double that, at $12 on 
average for each household in town. As 
Raskyn puts it, “two cups of coffee and 
a pastry per year.”

Comparing Putnam Valley to 
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Brewster seniors pose together shortly before the school’s 124th annual commencement, 
which was held on the campus of  Western Connecticut State University in Danbury on 
Saturday afternoon. See next week’s the Putnam Examiner for complete graduation 
coverage of  all five school districts. To submit graduation photos of  your loved ones 
please email dpropper@theexaminernews.com.

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
The Putnam Valley town board provided a certificate of  appreciation to graduating Putnam 
Valley High School student Jacquelyn Gargano as the town’s certificate was given to Gargano by 
Councilwoman Jacqueline Annabi at the June 17 meeting. Gargano was honored by the town because 
she was a recipient of  a New York State Senate Youth Leadership Recognition award by 41st District 
Sen. Sue Serino for excelling in academics and extracurricular and volunteer activities. Gargano will 
be attending Quinnipiac College this fall. 

Diploma Time in Putnam!
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Graduating Student

continued on page 12

continued on page 13

WWW.CLUBFIT.COM

START YOUR SUMMER OFF WITH 1 FREE MONTH 

FIRST MONTH OF MEMBERSHIP IS FREE. 
$75 ENROLLMENT IS DUE ON JOIN DATE. 
MONTH TO MONTH DUES APPLY. NOT TO 
BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.

12 AND UNDER MUST JOIN WITH AN 
ADULT TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR FREE MONTH.

THIS OFFER ENDS ON 6/30/15

Briarcliff
914-250-2134

Jefferson Valley
914-250-2750

‘Their approval of 
it was an abuse of 

discretion.’ – Attorney 
James Bacon of the 

town board approving 
the rezoning for 
Crossroads 312



June 23 - June 29, 2015 The Putnam Examiner2

By David Propper
Mark Fraser was a man always known 

for picking up the phone when someone 
else was in need.

Friend and Mahopac resident Kevin 
Bailey said helping other people was 
something Fraser truly enjoyed doing. 
Any small business owner in the area 
that had a problem or a question, Fraser, 
who was co-owner of Fraser’s Hardware 
in Mahopac, was always willing to assist 
in any way he could. The sign of a true 
friend, as Baily puts it, is someone who 
not only answered the phone when 
another friend was in need, but took 
sincere action.

“As good of a business owner he was 
and as good as a community volunteer, 
he was a much, much better friend and 
person,” Bailey said. “You couldn’t ask for 
a better friend He loved helping people.”

Fraser, a longtime business owner, 
resident, and volunteer was remembered 
fondly by many within the Mahopac 
and Carmel community last week after 
news of his death on June 12. Co-owner 
of Fraser’s Hardware in Mahopac for 25 
years, Fraser served on the Mahopac-
Carmel Chamber of Commerce Board 
of Directors and was even named 
Business Person of the Year in 2008. 
He volunteered on the Carmel Zoning 
Board for 20 years before he moved 
down to North Carolina.

Fraser, who was 59 when he died, is 
survived by his wife Barbara, daughter 
Stephanie, step-daughters Jennifer and 
Mallory Genovesi, brothers Malcolm 
and Robert, sister-in-law Ann, nephew 
Dan and niece Barbara Nichols.

His nephew, Dan Fraser, who runs 
Fraser’s Hardware today, said his father 
and Mark started the small business 
together and then he eventually took 
over in 1990 when his father didn’t want 
to continue. Mark and Dan worked 
together for two decades.

Dan Fraser said the store has remained 
focused on giving back to the community 
and providing excellent customer 
service, with Mark always setting the 
example. Dan said local residents that 
want to honor Mark could by donating 
to the Jimmy McDonough Foundation. 

“He just really enjoyed life, really 
enjoyed people and talking to people,” 
Dan said. “Enjoyed having a good time 
and friends.”

Current CEO of the Mahopac-Carmel 
Chamber of Commerce, Mike Bucci, said 
the business community lost a “lifelong 
leader in the community that was always 
dedicated to serving the community.”

Carmel Supervisor Ken Schmitt spoke 
about Fraser’s contributions at a town 
board meeting last Wednesday. In an 
interview the following day, he noted 
Fraser’s unwavering service to Carmel 

and Mahopac. Even as he was being 
treated for the condition that claimed 
his life, he continued to serve on the 
zoning board, including as chairman, 
said Schmitt.

Schmitt added Fraser believed in 
volunteerism and thought it was the 
strength of any community, which is why 
he was always involved the Mahopac 
community, one he “loved very much.”

“He will be sadly missed by his Town of 
Carmel town hall family, as well as many 
residents in the community who came to 
know Mark over the years,” Schmitt said. 
“We’re all saddened by his passing and 
our thoughts and prayers are with his 
family during this difficult time.”

Resident Tracey Walsh said as a 
customer at Fraser’s, it was like going into 
a store when she was a kid. It was local 
and family oriented, she said, noting the 
entire family are the “nicest people.”

“They showed you what to do, they 
showed you what to buy,” Walsh said. 
“They guided you on what not to buy.” 

Walsh, who is the organizer of the 
Relay For Life in Mahopac, said Fraser’s 
Hardware was always a supporter 
through donations and raffle items, in 
addition to selling the purple lights, as 
the event grew closer.

One body of work indicative of 
Fraser’s commitment to his community 
was assisting in creating the Mahopac 

Chamber Park right off of Route 6. 
Even after he left the Chamber Board of 
Directors, Fraser continued to work on 
the project with other members, Bailey 
pointed out. 

“There are a lot of people in Mahopac 
that are really hurting because Mark 
affected a lot of people,” Bailey said. “It’s 
a terrible loss for the community and 
it’s a terrible loss for his friends. He had 
some close friends.”

Mahopac Remembers Community Leader, Longtime Business Owner

Mahopac remembers Mark Fraser.
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By Neal Rentz
The Putnam Valley town board voted 

unanimously to spend $100 to begin the 
process of potentially reopening Spur 
Beach on Roaring Brook Road.  

The funds will pay for the services of 
engineer John Carroll Jr., who is working 
with Putnam County to reopen the beach. 
The beach was closed by the county health 
department on Memorial Day 2014. 

Health Commissioner Dr. Allen Beals 
said last year the beach was closed last 
spring because the town made major 
modifications over the winter and 
spring to the beach without getting the 
appropriate permits and observation by 

the health department. The second and 
larger hurdle is the beach slopes were not 
safe and did not match the code.

But last year town Supervisor Bob 
Tendy refuted Beals’ assertion that the 
lake poses a drowning risk, claiming the 
beach is not dangerous. He added when 
major modifications were done to Spur 
Beach before summer hit, the slope was 
less than ten percent, which means it was 
within the health department code, but 
severe winter weather led to changes in 
the grade, he said, as well as the rising 
water level.

Overall, the renovations to the beach 
cost approximately $35,000, Tendy 

said, adding to the frustration that it is 
currently closed.

At last week’s meeting, Councilwoman 
Jacqueline Annabi said Carroll was 
already speaking with health department 
officials in an effort to reopen the beach. 

Yellow Dot Program
Also at last week’s meeting, Putnam 

County Sheriff deputy Michael Schmidt 
urged town residents to sign up for the 
New York State Sheriffs’ Association’s 
Yellow Dot Program. 

Schmidt said the program assists 
emergency responders in providing 
prompt care in the event of an accident. 

Participants fill out forms with contact 
information; whom their doctors are and 
how they can be contacted; what their 
preferred hospital is; medical conditions, 
allergies, information about their medical 
conditions that could be helpful to 
emergency responders and a photograph. 

Completed forms for each family 
member should be placed in car glove 
compartments and in home and yellow 
dot stickers should be placed on cars and 
in a home location, such as a refrigerator, 
to alter emergency responders that they 
have completed the forms. 

The Yellow Dot forms are available 
in several public buildings in Putnam 
Valley, including town hall, 

Verizon Fee Challenged
Also last week, an attorney representing 

Verizon challenged the fee being 
proposed by the building department for 
the company to replace 12 antennas on a 
pole at 7 Barger Rd. 

Michael Sheridan told the town board 
the department was seeking to charge 
his client $18,000, but it was using the 
formulas to compile the fee incorrectly. 
The fee should actually be $720, Sheridan 
said.

Tendy told Sheridan he just received 
his June 15 letter and needed more time 
to analyze the situation before he could 
provide an opinion.  

Putnam Valley Working to Reopen Spur Beach

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
The Putnam Valley Town Board discussed a 
variety of  issues at its June 17 meeting.
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By David Propper
No one on the Brewster village board 

or Southeast town board seemed to be 
against fixing up Wells Park, but the lines 
of communication seemed crossed when 
officials from both municipalities discussed 
the project last Thursday. 

During a Southeast board meeting, 
Brewster and Southeast officials attempted 
to get on the same page with work being 
done at Wells Park, which has been 
closed for two years. The village wants 
to move forward with several planned 
improvements that are being funded by 
private donations. Brewster businessman 
Jonathan Lepler’s company ECO Site 
Development, LLC is in charge of the 
improvements. Owned by the town, 
Southeast leased the park to the village for 
25 years last July for a dollar a year.

Supervisor Tony Hay said the lease states 
that the village must inform the town 
board of any work it wants to do on the 
property before it gets started. But after 
being informed by a concerned resident, 
Hay realized about two weeks ago that 
improvements were taking place without 
Southeast consent. As a result, the town 
attorney, Will Stephens, sent a cease and 
desist letter to the village to halt any work 
until everything was hashed out between 
the two local governments.

Despite the slight schism, the town did 
approve a resolution to modify the lease 
that would green light the Wells Park 
renovations. Wells Park could be open 
within the next two months, said Village 
Trustee Tom Boissonnault

Boissonnault said the park is part of a 

larger overhaul going on in the village. The 
park is going to have several play areas, 
movie night events, concerts, and the 
farmer’s market will eventually be located 
there, too, Boissonnault said. The hope, he 
said, “is to really put the village on the map.”

Boissonnault added several different 
projects are planned or already underway 
at the park. The entire park is becoming 
handicap accessible, he said. 

“We’re revitalizing the village and we see 
this as the first step,” Boissonnault said. “It’s 
going to be an awesome place.”

Hay, along with Councilwoman Lynne 
Eckardt requested the proposed work be 
put in writing so the village’s plan is crystal 
clear, as agreed upon in the lease. 

Councilmembers Bob Cullen and Liz 

Hudak disagreed with their other two 
colleagues, with Cullen stating he doesn’t 
want the town to “micromanage” what the 
village is doing. 

Hay was particularly focused on the 
portable sheds in the park that were moved 
without notification that the town still 
wants to use. While those three sheds are 
essentially vacant now, Hay said the town 
eventually plans to house records there.  

Hay stressed the lease last 25 years and 
the town officials can’t be shortsighted and 
ignore its responsibility to oversee the park. 

“They’re going to be ten times more 
successful with the park than the town 
would ever dream of being and I wish them 
the best of luck,” Hay said. “All’s I want to 
know is what’s your plan.”

Brewster Mayor James Schoenig voiced 
frustration in general with work being 
impeded, noting a “concerned resident” 
even called the DEP Police about the 
construction going on at the park.

“It amazes me that we’re trying to do 
something and there are people out there 
that just want to stop it,” Schoenig said. 
Hay responded, “And I’m getting blamed 
for most of it. And I’ll tell you what, I have 
nothing to do with it.”

Wells Park Discussed Between Brewster, Southeast Officials

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Wells Park in Brewster is being improved by Eco Site Development, LLC.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Construction evident at Wells Park.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Brewster Mayor James Schoenig and Trustee 
Tom Boissonnault attend last week’s Town of  
Southeast board meeting.
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By Janine Bowen
A Westchester musician is still trying to 

share his music with the people of Cold 
Spring after the town forced him to stop 
playing earlier this spring. 

Matt Miller, 66, had been playing 
his guitar in Dockside Park for quite 
some time before he was found to be in 
violation of town ordinances that forbid 
amplified music and the use of tip jars. 
The Yorktown resident said even though 
there are places he could play closer to his 
home; he chose to come to Cold Spring 
because the crowds in the small town 
offer greater reinforcement while the 
crowd tips help pay the bills. 

“I consider myself to be the pied piper 
of Cold Spring,” said Miller. 

Miller requested that the village board 
grant him a permit to continue playing in 
the park, but trustees were not supportive 
of the idea. Mayor Dave Merandy, who 

noted that the village has had several 
conversations with Miller about this issue, 
explained that ordinances are in place for 
a reason and that granting one musician a 
permit to play would set a precedent that 
the village does not want. He stated that if 
one permit were granted, other musicians 
would then want the ability to play in 
public spaces as well. 

Miller argued that permits would be 
granted on an individual basis, so that 
the village would not have to allow any 
performers that they did not like, and 
said he has video footage proving that 
park-goers enjoy his music and argued 
that nine out of ten people who pass by 
give him positive reinforcement. Trustee 
Cathryn Fadde, however, stated that 
she has heard several complaints from 
residents who asked the village board 
to look into the matter and make Miller 
cease playing in the park. 

‘Pied Piper of Cold Spring’ 
Silenced by Village Board
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The Garrison and 
hiGhlands CounTry Club 
— two inviting countryside retreats 
nestled in the picturesque Hudson 
Highlands — offer wintertime 
weddings from December 15 
to March 27, with personalized 
service, menus from our talented 
chefs, and professionally-designed 
spaces to accommodate up to 200 
guests.
 
Wedding packages include open 
bar, passed hors d’oeuvres, a 
champagne toast, a three-course 
meal with select wines, a magnificent  
wedding cake, waived site fee, 
competitive per person pricing, 
and more.

COURTESY OF MIKE BUCCI

Members of  the Mahopac-Carmel Chamber of  Commerce, residents, and owner 
John Castellano all converged Saturday for the grand opening of  Lyn’s Card$mart, 
which offers 50 percent off  every card, every day. 

Formerly known as Lyn’s Hallmark, the store is located at 995 Route 6 in Mahopac in 
the plaza where the K-Mart and Key Food are. Pictured from left: Joanne Fennessy, 
Dee Iannuzzi, John Castellano ( Owner), Karen Blefgen, Maryellen Swayne.

Mahopac Celebrates 
New Card Biz
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By David Propper
In light of a minor accident involving 

a Putnam County Sheriff Office vehicle 
that happened more than a year ago but 
has recently brought negative attention 
to Putnam County, county lawmakers 
are looking at a policy change concerning 
county vehicles. 

Last month, a report from The 
Journal News detailed a small accident 
in which Putnam County Undersheriff 
Peter Convery bumped another car 
when backing his county vehicle out 
of a parking space, which took place in 
Mahopac outside The Chophouse Grille. 
The report, which was in the May 24 
newspaper’s edition, stated Convery 
violated county policies by not taking a 
Breathalyzer test and by calling his own 
deputies, rather than the Carmel Police 
Department. 

According to The Journal News article, 
sheriff ’s spokesman Capt. William 
McNamara confirmed no employees 
were investigated or disciplined, despite 
the alleged violations. In the article, 
the owner of the car that was struck by 
Convery said Convery quickly accepted 
responsibility and did not appear to have 
been drinking, calling Convery a “perfect 
gentleman.”

Now, legislators want to revisit the 
policy to see if it’s worth amending.

In a letter to the County Attorney, 

Sheriff Don Smith wrote he believes, “that 
the entire policy warrants revisiting.” 
Smith wrote although the policy states 
another police agency must investigate 
when a sheriff ’s vehicle is involved in 
an accident, that is “extremely difficult--
if not nearly impossible--to carry out in 
practice.” 

Smith went on to write that unionized 
county workers are not required to take 
mandatory alcohol and drug testing after 
an accident. The policy also forbids the 
sheriff ’s department from administrating 
those tests to their own employees and 
other police agencies are not bound to 
administer any test after an accident, 
making the alcohol and drug testing 
provision in the policy “unenforceable.”  

Legislator Dini LoBue said she doesn’t 
believe the same police agency can 
investigate itself following an accident, 
adding, “it doesn’t make any sense.” She 
also was upset that more than a year 
went by from when the Convery accident 
occurred to when she found out about it, 
from a news report no less. 

“I don’t think anything happened. 
I think because there was a delay in 
timing in all of this, it leads to; people 
are suspicious and there are a whole lot 
of rumors circulating regarding it,” LoBue 
said “By not making the information 
available immediately it does a disservice 
to the department and the person 

involved in the accident because people 
are thinking something wrong took 
place.”

Legislator Carl Albano downplayed the 
incident under the microscope, expressing 
the legislature should only investigate 
accidents that are questionable or have 
other disconcerting issues involved. But 
he did agree with LoBue that accidents 
should be investigated by other agencies. 

“When possible, when another agency 
is involved, you think it’s a little more 
transparent, a little bit more objective,” 
Albano said.

Legislator Joe Castellano said if there 

was something wrong that happened the 
night of Convery’s accident, it would have 
been looked into further. No litigation has 
come out from the May 2, 2014 incident, 
Castellano stressed. 

“I honestly believe (Convery) did the 
right thing,” Castellano said. 

LoBue said regardless of other 
legislators’ opinion of the accident, the 
legislature should get an official opinion 
from the law department about whether 
policy was followed. After that opinion 
is rendered, she believes lawmakers can 
then go forward with a possible policy 
change. 

Rallying for Ryan to Take 
Place at Brewster’s TQ Deli
An event called Rallying for Ryan to assist a young boy battling 

pediatric cancer will take place this Sunday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at the TQ Deli, which is located at 1014 Route 22 in Brewster NY. 
According to the event page on Facebook, participants can take 
a pledge on how many feet famous strong man Steve Extance 
can pull a truck wit his teeth. The afternoon will also include a 
bouncy house, cotton candy, and refreshments. The event is to 
help Ryan Costas of Sandy Hook, Ct, who is a 3 ½ year old boy 
that was diagnosed with Leukemia in July 2014.

Balloons & Party 
on Westbrook

For Your Party & Graduation Needs:

•Balloons•Merkens•Chocolates         

.Catering Supplies•Car Bows

.Decorations•BBQ & Party Essentials 

2 Westbrook Drive
Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567

914 528-0500

After High Profile Vehicle Accident, Legislators Explore Policy Change

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Legislators Joe Castellano (center) and Dini LoBue argue over a possible policy change regarding 
county vehicles getting into accidents on the road. 
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Putnam Dental 

MODERN DENTISTRY SERVICES AT ITS BEST:
WHITENING
INVISALIGN
SAME DAY CROWNS
VENEERS
IMPLANTS

PEDIATRICS
LASER SERVICES
PERIODONTAL 
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SEDATION

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL OFFER

$27 COMPREHENSIVE Exam
$35 cleaning 

Includes free exam, cleaning,  
x-rays, & oral cancer screening

CALL 888-310-0479

WWW.PUTNAMDENTAL.COM

Putnam Dental 

MODERN DENTISTRY SERVICES AT ITS BEST:
WHITENING
INVISALIGN
SAME DAY CROWNS
VENEERS
IMPLANTS

PEDIATRICS
LASER SERVICES
PERIODONTAL 
TREATMENTS
SEDATION

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL OFFER

$27 COMPREHENSIVE Exam
$35 cleaning 

Includes free exam, cleaning,  
x-rays, & oral cancer screening

CALL 888-310-0479

WWW.PUTNAMDENTAL.COM

Putnam Dental 

MODERN DENTISTRY SERVICES AT ITS BEST:
WHITENING
INVISALIGN
SAME DAY CROWNS
VENEERS
IMPLANTS

PEDIATRICS
LASER SERVICES
PERIODONTAL 
TREATMENTS
SEDATION

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL OFFER

$27 COMPREHENSIVE Exam
$35 cleaning 

Includes free exam, cleaning,  
x-rays, & oral cancer screening

CALL 888-310-0479

WWW.PUTNAMDENTAL.COM

Putnam Dental 

MODERN DENTISTRY SERVICES AT ITS BEST:
WHITENING
INVISALIGN
SAME DAY CROWNS
VENEERS
IMPLANTS

PEDIATRICS
LASER SERVICES
PERIODONTAL 
TREATMENTS
SEDATION

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL OFFER

$27 COMPREHENSIVE Exam
$35 cleaning 

Includes free exam, cleaning,  
x-rays, & oral cancer screening

CALL 888-310-0479

Longtime Hart Library Director 
Turning the Page to Retirement

COURTESY OF HART LIBRARY

The Hart Quilters have donated a specially made quilt to adorn the recently 
renovated John C. Hart Memorial Library’s Children’s Room. The quilt was a 
year in the making and everyone had a hand in developing and constructing 
it. The Hart Quilters meet every Thursday from 10 a.m. to noon in the 
community room and they would welcome anyone interested in joining them 
to come and work on your own or volunteer projects. Make new friends, 
socialize and learn to quilt or crochet. 

Hart Quilters Donate to 
the Children’s Room

Join us for a business mixer!
Tuesday, June 30th

Mahopac Carmel Chamber of Commerce • $20 pp

Reservations call • 845 628 5553
Northwood Inn • 14 Frances Kiernan Place

Border of Mahopac & Carmel

OLE CAROUSEL 
ANTIQUES CENTER

SUMMER IS HERE...

6208 Rt. 82 North, Stanfordville, NY • 845-868-1586 or olecarousel@optonline.net

June 20th — June 28th EVERY DAY 10am to 6pm;
Closed Tuesdays

It’s our 10th Anniversary and 
we are going to party this summer!

“DEALER’S CHOICE SALE”
(Each dealer has chosen their sale)

Tom Thumb Campus- 1949 E Main St., Mohegan Lake, NY - Nancy Brophy Owner/Director

Summer 
Camp

914-528-5600

For Ages 
3-5 to 9 years old

Hours: 9 to 3
Choose your own days.

Before/After 
Camp Care Available

Operating Hours: 7am-6pm
2:15 or 3:15 dismissal programs available

914 528-5600

We are a school!

www.tomthumbpreschool.com

1/2 Day/Full Day  
Programs Available Helping to build Healthy Bodies and Strong Minds.

Directors: Teodora Cepoi-Olympic Silver Medalist
Sorin Cepoi-Twice Olympic Competitor

Tom Brophy-Club Manager

SUMMER CLASSES
Preschool, Recreational and Team Classes Available

www.dynamicgym.com
914-528-5437

By Rick Pezzullo
The book on John C. Hart Memorial 

Library Director Patricia Barresi’s 
longtime tenure will be closed on 
Friday.

Barresi is retiring from her 21-year 
post heading the third busiest library 
in the Westchester Library System, 
and she’s looking eager to begin a new 
chapter in her life that doesn’t include a 
set schedule.

“Someone once said when you retire 
every night is like Friday night. I’m 
looking forward to that,” said Barresi 
in the basement conference room of 
the library in Shrub Oak. “I’ve enjoyed 
working with and for the people of 
Yorktown and the staff have been great. 
They really enjoy what they’re doing.”

A resident of Thornwood, Barresi, 
who was honored by the Yorktown 
Town Board last week, worked as a 
librarian and assistant director of the 
New Rochelle Public Library for 22 
years prior to joining John C. Hart. 
She originally set out to be an English 
literature teacher.

Overseeing a $2.5 million budget and 
a staff of 15 full-time and 35 part-time 
employees, Barresi said John C. Hart 
has expanded in size, programs and 
materials since she came on board and 

maintained the community relies more 
on the services of the library than ever 
before.

Close to 500,000 items enter and exit 
the library annually, trailing only the 
Yonkers and White Plains branches.

“If we were open to 2 a.m. somebody 
would be here,” Barresi said. “Once you 
get them in the door and people see what 
we have to offer they’re amazed. You 
have to know your community and give 
them what they want. Public libraries 
are more popular than ever because we 
give that sense of community. We have 
a wonderful public. People are educated 
but they’re not so rich that they can buy 
all their materials.”

Besides increasing circulation, 
Barresi said she helped champion the 
renovation of the library’s children’s 
room, installation of a new roof and 
HVAC system and expansion of a 
children’s summer program that serves 
800 children.

During her retirement, Barresi, 67, 
said she plans to travel, volunteer, enjoy 
her grandchildren and relax.

“I will miss contact with the public 
and knowing the latest books,” she said. 
“I had a lot of good people work here 
with me.”
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INTERESTED?
Teaching             Educational Leadership Counseling

JOB 804
Examiner Media Educator ad

9.75" x 5.8" color
4-COLOR

Whether it’s in teaching, counseling or administration, let LIU Hudson help you launch or advance your career.

For over 35 years, LIU Hudson at Westchester, a regional campus of Long Island University, has been using proven, clinically rich
models to prepare successful teachers, administrators and school counselors. In fact, LIU Hudson graduates can be found in
every school district in Westchester County.

Conveniently located on the grounds of Purchase College, SUNY, classes are scheduled to accommodate the busy schedules of
adult learners. 

Meet with a faculty member to learn how a master’s degree or advanced certificate can help start or advance your career as a
teacher, administrator, or school counselor.

Admissions and financial aid counselors are on hand to answer your questions.

Contact us to schedule a visit: 
westchester@liu.edu or 914-831-2700

LIU Hudson at Westchester
735 Anderson Hill Road, Purchase, NY • liu.edu/hudson liu.edu/hudson

By Neal Rentz
Putnam Valley resident Alan Ortner 

opened Balloons & Party on Westbrook 
in Cortlandt about four months ago, but 
he is not new to the party business.

For many years he had worked in 
his family’s Party Stop store in town 
next to Kohl’s. The family store, owned 
by his parents Joe and Elaine, who are 
retired, closed last summer. At one time 
the family owned five Party Stop stores, 
Ortner noted. 

“The economy has just taken its toll 
over the last few years,” he said. 

Despite the tough economy, Ortner 
wanted to continue in the party business. 
“It’s a great business. Everybody’s in a 
good mood,” he said. “They’re all coming 
in for a communion or a confirmation or 
a birthday or a graduation. Most people 
complain that customers are always 
nasty. Our customers are always happy.” 

Spring and early summer are among 
the busiest seasons for the party supply 
business, Ortner said, noting those time 
periods are time for first communions, 
confirmations and high school and 
college graduations.

For the upcoming Independence Day 
holiday, Balloons & Party offers a wide 
variety of patriotic themed products. Fall 

and winter are also busy periods in his 
business, with Halloween, Chanukah, 
Christmas and New Year’s Eve, Ortner 
said. 

“We have paper goods and balloons for 
any occasion,” he said. “Our main thrust 

is basically custom balloon decorating, 
balloons, bows, ribbons, grand opening 
celebrations where we do the ribbons 
and the bows and the large scissors for 
them to cut.” 

The store also offers party favors, 

catering supplies, and piñatas. 
Balloons provide “a very easy way to 

decorate a room,” Ortner said. “Add 
balloon centerpieces to the room and the 
room looks full, the room looks alive.” 

Ortner blows up the balloons himself 
using helium or hand pumps. Ortner 
also creates bows in his store that are 
made to order. 

Ortner said he was grateful for the 
efforts of Peekskill resident Chris 
Reagan, who is a current employee 
who also worked for him at Party Stop. 
He said Westbrook Drive had several 
advantages at the site for this business. 

“It’s a nice local location. It’s busy with 
a lot of people picking up from the deli 
and the Carvel next door. It worked out 
perfect,” he said. 

Ortner said he wants to continue to 
“give back to the community” by helping 
out organizations “quietly.” 

“I hoping that we’re profitable enough 
that I can continue to do that,” Ortner 
said. 

Balloons & Party on Westbrook is 
located at 2 Westbrook Dr., Cortlandt 
Manor. For more information call 914-
528-0500 or send an e-mail to partystop@
optonline.net.

Balloons & Party on Westbrook 
Cortlandt

Business 

of the Week

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Putnam Valley resident Alan Ortner opened Balloons & Party on Westbrook in Cortlandt earlier this year. 
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Janet T. Bromfield
Janet “Honey” T. Bromfield, 91, 

of Carmel, died on June 14. Mrs. 
Bromfield was born on September 
05, 1923 to William and Susan 
(Betts) Krattinger in Lynbrook. 
She was a homemaker for most of 
her life and at the age of 69, she 
graduated from Mercy College with 
a Bachelor’s Degree. She had many 
interests such as; history, the ocean, 
flying and especially fashion. Honey 
was a loving mother, grandmother, 
aunt and friend and will be sorely 
missed.   She is survived by her two 
loving children; Joan Bromfield and 
Thomas Bromfield,and his wife Laura, 
her brother Joseph Krattinger and 
two adoring grandchildren Megan 
and Amanda whom she idolized 
and each child held a special place 
in her heart. She is also survived by 
many loving nieces and nephews. She 
is predeceased by her beloved son, 
Roger Bromfield.

James Sayers
James Sayers, age 86 of Brewster, 

formerly of New Rochelle, died at home 
on June 15. Jimmy was born on June 4, 
1929 in County Kerry, Ireland to James 
and Mary Sayers. He immigrated to 
the United States in 1954 and married 
his late wife Maisie on October 24, 
1959 at Our Lady of Mercy Church in 
the Bronx. Jimmy and Maisie resided 
in New Rochelle, from 1959-1994 and 
were faithful parishioners of Blessed 
Sacrament Church. For over 30 years 
Jimmy enjoyed working with the Irish 
Christian Brothers at Iona College in 
New Rochelle where he was recognized 
for his loyal and dedicated service. 
Upon retirement Jim and Maisie 
moved to Brewster where they were 
parishioners of Sacred Heart Church in 
Patterson. He is survived by his loving 
daughter, Maura Sayers of New York 
City, his brother Thomas Sayers of Rye 
and his sister Mary Tyther of County 
Kerry, Ireland. 

Michael J. Di Nobile
Michael J. Di Nobile, age 28, of Brewster, 

died June 18, in Hackensack, NJ. Michael 
was born on February 26, 1987 in Carmel, 
NY to Andrew Di Nobile of Brewster, NY 
and the late Joanne (Johnson) Di Nobile.  
He graduated from Brewster High School 
in 2005 and received a bachelor’s degree 
in marketing from Mercy College.

Michael was a manager at Miller’s Ale 
House in Ft. Lauderdale, FL. He was 
a hard worker and enjoyed anything 
to do with the beach. He was an avid 
Mets fan and loved his rescued Pit bull 
Duke. Besides his father Andrew of 
Brewster, Michael is survived by his 
brother Andrew T. Di Nobile, also of 
Brewster. A Mass of Christian Burial 
will be celebrated Tuesday, June 23, 10 
a.m. at St. Lawrence O’Toole Church, 
Brewster. Interment following at All Souls 
Cemetery, Pleasantville. Contributions 
in Michael’s memory may be made to 
The Asthma and Allergy Foundation of 
America, 109 Highland Ave., Needham, 
MA 02494. www.asthmaandallergies.org

National HIV Testing Day is an annual 
event to encourage people of all ages to 
“Take the Test, Take Control.” Nearly 1.2 
million people in the U.S. are living with 
HIV, according to estimates from the 
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and 
Prevention in Atlanta, and approximately 
one in seven of them do not know they 
are infected. While people with HIV and 
AIDS are living longer, healthier and 
more productive lives, and new research 
is promising, there is still no vaccine or 
cure for HIV. 

“Early diagnosis and prompt, 
appropriate treatment can make the 
difference in quality and length of life,” 

said Allen Beals, M.D., Commissioner of 
Health, “and it is also the key to protecting 
others from becoming infected.” 
Individuals under treatment are less likely 
to transmit the disease to their partners.

To encourage HIV testing, the Putnam 
County Department of Health is offering  
free rapid HIV testing and counseling on 
Friday, June 26, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., at 
1 Geneva Road, in Brewster, NY. Privacy 
and confidentiality are ensured. No 
appointments are necessary and results 
are ready in 20 minutes. Free condoms, 
giveaways and educational information 
will be available. 

For more information about HIV testing 

or HIV/AIDS education and prevention, 
contact the Health Department at (845) 
808-1390.   

The Health Department’s mission is to 
improve and protect the health of Putnam 
County residents through prevention of 
illness and injury. Core services include 
community health assessment, disease 
surveillance and control, environmental 
health protection, family health promotion, 
emergency preparedness and health 
education. For more information, please 
visit the website at www.putnamcountyny.
com; or the social media sites on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/putnamhealth  and 
Twitter @PutnamHealthNY. 

The Putnam County 4-H Fair will 
celebrate its 44th Annual event Friday 
– Sunday, July 24 – 26 at the Veterans 
Memorial Park, 201 Gipsy Trail Road, 
Carmel.  One of the highlights of 
the weekend, sponsored by Cornell 
Cooperative Extension, is the ‘Country 
Living Auction’.  The Auction is one way 
that anyone interested can participate in 
the Fair either by contributing or perhaps 
by bidding on a donated item.  If it’s the 
time of year when you are cleaning out 
or just trading up why not donate to the 
Auction?  We are looking for new and 
nearly new lawn, garden, patio, recreation 
and outdoor items to sell at the live 
auction during the Fair on Saturday July 
25 at 3 p.m.  Donations are tax deductible 
and, to the extent possible, arrangements 
can be made to pick up items in Putnam, 
Northern Westchester & Southern 
Dutchess Counties.  Some examples of 
the types of items that would fit into the 

‘Country Auction’ theme are:
•	 Lawn & Garden equipment and tools – 

tractor, cart, rotor-tiller, weed whackers
•	 Lawn & Garden products – compost, 

firewood and more
•	 Landscape & Garden art – arbor, 

topiary, sundial, decorative planter, 
birdfeeder

•	 Patio items – furniture, porch rocker, 
Adirondack chair, fire pit

•	 Leisure Living – picnic baskets, 
weekend getaways

•	 Sporting Goods – fishing equipment, 
golf equipment, kayak, rowboat

•	 50’s Classics – vintage home goods, 
collectible toys, and more

•	 Gift certificates for products/services 
from local businesses & restaurants; 
tickets to sporting events and activities, 
concerts, Broadway shows, and theater

•	 Professional services – landscape 
design, consultation, auto detailing, 
and more

If you think you would enjoy a 
lively auction, ‘called’ by a professional 
auctioneer, come ‘pick-up-a-paddle’ on 
Saturday July 25.    To have an idea of the 
auction items, there is an opportunity to 
either visit the auction tent before the 
event or check our website where a listing 
will be available.  In past auctions we have 
put out to bid: patio furniture, a Rota 
Tiller, canoe, New York Giant and Yankee 
tickets, rounds of golf etc.

To recognize the generosity of those 
donating items, they will be acknowledged 
in the Auction Program, unless requested 
otherwise.  

Whether or not you make a donation, 
or come to ‘bid’, consider staying to enjoy 
the annual, traditional Chicken Barbecue 
Dinner after the auction.

For additional information contact: 
Cornell Cooperative Extension 845-278-
6738 or www.cce.cornell.edu/putnam.  

PO Box 611, 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549
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Across
1 ABC’s rival
4 Start to stick
8 Group
9 Maori greeting words or UK soft 
drink
11 “See ya”
12 Dreamt for
13 A place to be “Bowled Over,” ____ 
Lanes
15 Container
16 Roman 3
18 Measure (out)
20 13th January, e.g.
21 Carolina ___
22 Initials linked to Watson and 
Crick
23 Sovereign
28 Rank in the U.S. Air Force
30 Stratford-___-Avon
31 Brother’s place
32 Separate by force
33 Edges a hankie
34 Heretofore

Down
1 Prize in the ad biz
2 Tusked animal
3 George C. plus Marlo or Shrub Oak 
salon
4 Politician’s campaign
5 Bind the hands and feet
6 Equal
7 Crash site?

8 Include secretly, as in an email 
exchange
9 Terror group in “Mississippi 
Burning”
10 Chemistry term
14 This can be white
17 Part of the verb “to be”
18 Cellist Yo-Yo
19 Briskness
20 Wayside stop
22 Disclaim
24 La Brea material
25 Parrot
26 Variation in color
27 Pull the plug on
28 Hindmost
29 Roth or traditional

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 18

Maci is a playful 
and loving girl! 
Adopt her at:   

  

Pet 
Of 

The 
Week 

M 
A 
C 
I 

www.puthumane.org  

The Putnam   
Humane Society 

HUDSON VALLEY THEATER
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Lawsuit Filed Against Southeast to Stop Crossroads 312 Project
Rural Commercial zoning to Highway 
Commercial zoning that would allow for 
a hotel and larger scale retail. 

The lawsuit, served to the town last 
week, is seeking the courts to prevent the 
issuance of building permits and land use 
approval for the any physical alteration of 
the site, as well as annul, vacate and void 
the determination to rezone the parcel 
of land, and annul, vacate, and void the 
SEQRA findings statement that was 
approved by the town board in 2014. 

“Their approval of it was an abuse of 

discretion,” Bacon said of the rezoning in 
an interview Monday. 

On Feb. 26, councilmembers Liz 
Hudak, Bob Cullen, and Edwin Alvarez 
voted to amend the zoning code while 
Supervisor Tony Hay voted against it. 
Councilwoman Lynne Eckardt was absent 
from the meeting, but she had voiced her 
opposition to the proposed rezoning 
several times. 

The three Southeast councilmembers 
who voted for the measure pointed to 
more jobs, tax revenue, and economic 
growth, like bringing a hotel to the 
area.  Alvarez even brought up the 

comprehensive plan in his statement from 
that meeting, noting, “Times continue 
to change, what worked for the Town in 
2002 doesn’t necessarily work today. We 
need to be able to adapt to change.”

Hay and Eckardt argued that the 
project would increase traffic and change 
the character of the town, while not 
providing many, if any benefits. 

The petition states Hudak, Cullen, 
and Alvarez “used one vote to overturn 
years of painstaking and costly planning 
by the Town.” The suit goes on to allege 
the three board members in support 
of the rezoning violated town law, the 

Southeast comprehensive plan, the town’s 
zoning code, and violated the SEQRA “in 
approving a maximum intensity retail use 
for the Crossroads site.” 

“The new project is completely at odds 
with the minor retail that was planned for 
that zone so that’s what we’re asking the 
judge to look at,” Bacon said. 

Bacon said that Hay, who voted against 
the rezoning, in presentations during 
town board meetings, even outlined why 
the proposed project doesn’t conform 
with the town’s comprehensive plan 
and why the board should vote against 
it. The petition heavily points to Hay’s 
presentation, with Bacon noting Hay “hit 
the nail on the head.” 

The litigation is in the preliminary 
stages, Bacon said, estimating Putnam 
County Supreme Court will probably 
make a decision on the case in about a 
year. 

Hay declined comment regarding the 
lawsuit against the town because litigation 
is ongoing. He did say the town is hoping 
to handle the lawsuit in-house with town 
attorney Will Stephens. 

Most town board members declined 
comment or could not be reached 
before press time. Cullen did message 
a statement, defending his decision to 
support the project and stating he believes 
the courts will side with the town.

“I think the town vetted the project 
fully and having requirements for traffic 
mitigation such as new traffic lights 
and turning lanes to lessen the impact 
on traffic concerns that may develop 
if the project is built, along with a full 
environmental impact study, makes me 
believe this project that would have the 
first hotel in Putnam County is in the best 
interest of Southeast,” Cullen wrote. “The 
zoning change is now in the courts’ hands 
to see if the majority of the board acted 
appropriately. I believe the decision to 
grant the zoning change will be upheld.”

continued from page 1

GET TICKETS NOW 
AT TICKETMASTER.COM, 

TICKETMASTER OUTLETS, 

AND THE FESTIVAL BOX OFFICE. 

DETAILS AT 

PLEASANTVILLEMUSICFESTIVAL.COM 

9  HOURS
OF  MUS IC  on

3  stages

July 11, 2015
Gates open: 11am

music: noon – 9pm
Parkway field

Pleasantville, NY

New  Yo rk ’s  
Bac k ya r d  Ja m

GIN BLOSSOMS
     G. Love & Special Sauce

Marshall Crenshaw
Fastball • Lost Leaders

Rebecca Haviland & Whiskey Heart
Beebs and Her Money Makers

Josh Flagg • Lions On The Moon
Andy Suzuki • David Leonard • Jeremy James • East Love

Whyte Planes • Regret the Hour • Megan Talay
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845 628-1330
sclafanioil.com

Generators, Pool Heaters, Complete 
high efficiency heating and cooling 

systems now on summer sale!
Licensed, insured and bonded! 

Quality guaranteed! 

We make cool friends!

Patterson, which is similar in 
population, Patterson’s library gets two 
and a half times as much money than 
Putnam Valley’s library, which has 
struggled to remain sustainable with 
such little money funneling in.

“What we’re asking for is very little,” 
Raskyn said. “What it’s going to give us 
is a whole lot.”

Board of Trustees president Priscilla 
Keresey said there are two major factors 
that contributed to the board’s decision 
to go straight to town voters. One 
is the Mid-Hudson Library System, 
which Putnam Valley is a part of, has 
been encouraging libraries to take this 
route, similar to what a school district 
does. Putnam Valley is one of the last 
libraries, Keresey said, in the system 
that has remained connected with the 
town budget. 

Second, the library wants to 
offer more programs, services, and 
technology, which requires funding 
that the library knows it can’t request 
from a tax capped town board. (Last 
year, the town even voted to exceed 
the tax cap.) The library has received 
level funding from the town for several 
years, operating on an overall budget 
that goes back to the Richard Nixon 
presidency, Keresey said. 

“We don’t necessarily want the town 
board to decide, those five, potentially 
three people of the five to decide what 
all the residents want,” Keresey said. 
“We want to offer these types of things 
and that’s going to take a little bit more 
money than the town is able to give us.” 

Besides service and program 

advances, Keresey noted the library 
is also in need of more staffing, 
infrastructure needs, and other basic 
items that are found in any library 
across the county. 

Keresey added by changing the way 
the budget is voted on, it would be 
equally beneficial to the town and the 

library. Simply put, Keresey believes 
town residents should have the final and 
absolute approval over what they would 
like to pay toward library services. 

“A healthy library is at the center of 
a prosperous town and this has been 
shown,” Keresey said. “We are slowly 
strangling because of the budgeting 
process.”

Raskyn also stressed that while the 
library is seeking an increase this year, 
it would not be asking voters for an 
increase every year, as trustees have 
been able to run the library on a shoe 
string budget for years.

But Raskyn quipped, “We would like 
a shoe to go along with the shoe string.”

continued from page 1

Voters, Not Town Officials, Expected to Determine PV Library’s Funding

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
The Putnam Valley Library is seeking more funding--this time from voters--this November.
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Putnam County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell recognized the efforts of 17-year-
old Jasmine Rodulfo of Patterson, who 
completed more than 7,000 hours of 
volunteerism.

“A role model to us all, Jasmine 
has accomplished more in terms of 
volunteerism than most do in their entire 
lifetime,” said Odell, whose volunteerism 
was the foundation of her career in 
government. “Her leadership ability and 
desire to help others are traits that will 
take her far in life.”

This past spring, Rodulfo received 
the Girl Scout Gold Award, the highest 
achievement a Girl Scout can attain. 
Additionally, she received the Presidential 
Service Gold Award, a national award for 
those who commit their lives to serving 
others. Previously, the Brewster High 
School student earned her Bronze Award 
and Silver Award through Girl Scouts.

For Rodulfo’s Gold Award Project, 
she partnered with the ConKerr Cancer 
organization, to provide children at Maria 
Fareri Children’s Hospital with colorful, 
bright and comforting pillowcases. Her 
dedication to thoroughly planning her 
project and putting it in effect brought 
insurmountable joy to numerous children 
with serious illnesses and injuries.

“Jasmine is truly an inspiration and her 
achievements display how Girl Scouts, 
like so many other local volunteer-based 

organizations, can assist young people 
in identifying their passions,” said Odell. 
“The mission of Girl Scouts is to help 
girls build the courage, confidence and 
strength needed to make the world a 
better place. Girl Scouts allows girls to 
discover where their talents lie and how 
they apply those talents to helping others”

The Rodulfo family moved to Patterson 
from the Bronx last year.

“I am thrilled that the Rodulfo family 
chose Putnam County as their new home,” 
said Odell. “As a community, we look 
forward to tracking Jasmine’s career and 
I would love to have her in our Putnam 
Invests in Leaders of Tomorrow program, 
also known as the county’s PILOT intern 
program.”

Rodulfo said that her mother Jessica 
taught her how to be a leader and inspired 
her to give back to the community.

“My mom has always encouraged me 
to do things for others through both her 
words and her own actions,” said Rodulfo. 
“When I started Girl Scouts 14 years ago, 
she was a parent volunteer. Then she 
became so involved that she became the 
membership manager for the Girl Scouts 
of Greater New York. When we moved up 
to Patterson she stayed with Girl Scouts 
and became the community development 
manager for the Girl Scouts Heart of the 
Hudson.”

In her position, Jessica Rodulfo seeks 
volunteers, starts new troops and helps the 
Girl Scout community. She understands 
the impact that volunteerism has on a 
community and is proud of how Jasmine 
has devoted herself to making the world 
better.

“To see Jasmine, like her sister, receive 
all three awards is a huge accomplishment 

and I am very happy she invested as much 
time in this as I did.” She continued, “It is 
incredibly rare for a Girl Scout to receive 
all three awards, so I could not be more 
proud of my daughter.”

Jasmine Rodulfo’s accomplishments 
go beyond Girl Scouts. She has taken the 
stage in plays such as Les Miserable’s, 
Aladdin, The King and I and In the 
Heights. One of her dreams is to one 
day become an award-winning actress. 
Rodulfo expressed that she aspires 
to open a performing arts center for 
underprivileged children. In addition, she 
has posed as a cover model for Girl Scout 
Cookie Magazine.

Truly demonstrating beauty inside and 
out, Rodulfo currently reigns as Miss New 
York Teen 2015. In July, she will compete 
in the USA National Miss Scholarship 
Pageant in Disney World.

For more information about becoming a 
Girl Scout call Jessica Rodulfo at 914-747-
3080 ext. 778 or visit girlscoutshh.org. For 
more information about the USA National 
Miss competition visit USANationalMiss.
com.

Odell Honors Patterson Teen for Outstanding Volunteerism

COURTESY OF COUNTY EXEC OFFICE
Putnam County Executive MaryEllen Odell honored 
Jasmine Rodulfo, who has received many awards 
for her commitment to volunteerism and currently 
reigns as Miss New York Teen 2015.
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Beware the Many Faces of Media Hyperbole
In this age of 

instant news, 
instant data 
availability 
and instant 
gratification, I am 
suspect of most 
information that 
crosses the screens 
of my multiple 
electronic devices. 

So much of the rhetoric on the Internet, 
upon investigation, is ultimately opinion, 
not fact. It is increasingly difficult to 
discern between the two. To make matters 
worse, many purveyors of information 
feel compelled to do so in 100 words 
or less to satisfy Americans’ increasing 
Internet attention deficit disorders. Who 
needs compound sentences when short 
grammatical bites will do?

In the sphere of wine information, 
the same dilemma exists and 
persists. Be it commentary, 
wine ratings or descriptive 
adjectives, much wine 
information is subjective, 
making it difficult to rely on. 
This is quite evident in wine 
surveys. An informed 
public should be the goal 
of every organization 
that conducts surveys. 
But at times it is difficult to 

discern opinion from fact, 
perception from reality. 
One critic’s top wine of 
the year may be the next 
critic’s mediocre bottle.

Many of the surveys and 
poll results I’ve seen in my 
media travels center on 
individual wines, including listings such 
as the Top 100 Wines of the Year, Top 10 
Wines of the Month/Week/Day, Top In-
flight Wine Lists, Top 50 Wines Sold at 
Restaurants and Top Wine Values. A few 
are a bit more esoteric, such as Top Wine 
Travel Destinations, Top Winemakers 
and Top Sommeliers. Most merge into 
a cloud of sameness, with a pedantic 
approach that sets off my attention span 
limitation rather quickly.

Last week I came across yet another 
survey, but with a slightly different focus, 
and it intrigued me. Initially the title 
seemed rather ordinary: “The World’s 
Best Wine Lists of 2015.” What gave 
me pause to scrutinize this list amongst 

the myriad other surveys I see each 
month? The source of the survey, 
the highly regarded The World 
of Fine Wine magazine, and 
secondly the scope employed 

by the editor and judges. 
While its standards were 
not unique, the Fine Wine 
magazine judges revealed 

a trend in restaurant 
wine lists that I found 
refreshing. 

Of the thousands of 
wine lists scrutinized, only 
300 made the best-in-class 
cut. American restaurants 
(116) dominated the list 

among the 34 countries included. New 
York restaurants led the list with 40 
honorees. The best list in the world? New 
York’s Eleven Madison Park, perennially 
rated one the best restaurants in the 
world. 

What caught my eye among several of 
the winners was the changing focus of 
current wine lists. No longer dedicated 
to high-end Bordeaux and Burgundy 
bottles, lists have become more eclectic, 
expansive and deep. Eleven Madison 
Park offers 3,000 different choices, with 
prices as high as one wishes to spend. 
More on the changing focus of their 
wine list, and the role of a new breed 
of sommeliers at other restaurants, next 
week. 

So now we have a means to identify 
the top wine lists at the top restaurants 
in the world. But how to discern among 
wine lists at other, local fine dining 
establishments? Not to worry, there’s an 
app for that: Pickabottle. It focuses on 
New York City, but includes digitized 

versions of proprietary lists from 
restaurants in major cosmopolitan cities 
around the country and the world. 

And it is more than a compendium of 
detailed restaurant wine lists that permits 
consumers the ability to peruse a list 
without the at-table pressure so common 
when dining. A Westchester-based wine 
connoisseur, David Beckwith, of New 
York City’s Grand Cru Selections wine 
brokerage house, is one of the founders 
of Pickabottle. He tells me that for many 
of the app’s wine lists, a user can specify 
a particular country, style, price range or 
other criteria and the app will generate a 
curated list from which to select.  

While we traverse the Wild West 
landscape that is the Internet, there 
are sources of information that are 
perennially reliable, serving as a base 
that affords wine consumers the ability 
to navigate through massive data and 
provide vicarious adventures otherwise 
unavailable. Tread cautiously through 
the rest.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

Your kidneys are easy to ignore. 
They purr away filtering your blood, 
eliminating toxins and impurities, and 
they rarely complain. However, you don’t 
want to take these vital organs for granted. 
When a kidney infection or chronic 
disease progresses too far, your kidneys 
can sustain permanent damage. Should 
something go wrong with your kidneys, 
your life can change dramatically for the 
worse. In fact, 90,000 Americans die each 
year from kidney disease.

Among the many duties of these 
unassuming organs, topmost is removing 
waste from your bloodstream for 
elimination from the body. Each day they 
filter up to 150 quarts of blood, producing 
about one to two quarts of urine. They also 
help maintain the balance of water and 
electrolytes like sodium and potassium in 
your body. On top of that important work, 
the kidneys also generate hormones that 
help regulate blood pressure and make 
red blood cells. 

Kidneys accomplish this valuable work 
through the use of roughly a million 
filtering units per kidney known as 
nephrons. This is why kidney specialists 
are known as nephrologists, and the field 
of kidney medicine is called nephrology. 
A number of systemic, or underlying, 
conditions such as diabetes mellitus 

and cardiovascular disease can damage 
nephrons. A family history of kidney 
disease, autoimmune diseases – which 
can cause nephritis or vasculitis – allergic 
reactions to drugs and kidney stones can 
also damage your kidneys and place them 
at higher risk of failure. Behaviors that 

can damage kidneys include smoking or 
relying too much on over-the-counter 
NSAID pain medications such as 
ibuprofen or naproxen. When kidneys 
begin to fail, waste products build up in 
the body leading to very serious health 
issues.

Unfortunately, early kidney disease is 
difficult to spot. There are rarely obvious 
symptoms, so it’s important to check with 
your primary care physician if you notice 
any small changes such as discoloration 
of—or a decrease in—urine, or any 
swelling that may be due to the retention 
of fluids. If you’re under doctor’s orders to 
take large doses of NSAIDs, your kidney 
function should be closely monitored. 
When kidney disease is suspected, your 
primary care physician will refer you 
to a nephrologist for consultation and 
evaluation. A thorough examination, 
blood tests, imaging studies, and 
occasionally a biopsy are tools used to 
help uncover the underlying cause, which 
will guide treatment. It is also necessary 
to determine the stage of kidney disease 
if it is present. 

Many people with CKD (chronic kidney 
disease) remain stable or progress slowly if 
their underlying condition is caught early 
enough and treated. However, in some 
instances kidney disease does progress, 

for those cases, renal replacement therapy 
(RRT) is available in the form of dialysis 
(hemodialysis or peritoneal dialysis) or a 
transplant.

Preventing Kidney Disease
You can avoid trouble by making sure 

you control high blood pressure, or if you 
have diabetes, managing your blood sugar 
by being careful to take your medications. 
People at elevated risk due to chronic 
conditions like heart disease or diabetes 
should get blood tests and urine tests to 
screen for early kidney disease. Have a 
chat with your doctor about the health of 
your kidneys and whether it makes sense 
to have them tested. This organ is critical 
for life. You won’t regret it, especially if 
you’re able to catch any kidney damage 
early.

If you have chronic kidney disease, I 
strongly urge you to visit www.davita.
com and find a free Kidney Smart® Class 
near you.

Martin Saltzman, MD, is Chief of 
the Division of Nephrology at Northern 
Westchester Hospital and a member of 
the Mount Kisco Medical Group. He has 
been recognized as a Top Doctor by Castle 
Connolly and Westchester Magazine, and 
has received a Best Doctors Award from 
New York Magazine.

Doctor’s Note: How Your Kidneys Are a Built-in Detox System 

Dr. Martin Saltzman

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner   914-864-0878   advertising@theexaminernews.com
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When my family moved 
to the south when I was eight 
years old, I was amazed with 
some of the colloquialisms I 
heard that were so foreign to 
my ear transplanted from South 
Philadelphia. Like one from my 
our next-door neighbor Ethel 
who liked to say how much she 
loved her husband even though 
he was as “ugly as a mud fence.” 

I thought of that phrase 
recently when I pondered an 
ugly fence confronting me 
upon removing a row of sickly 
hemlocks, stricken years ago by 
a disease caused by thrips, pulled 
out by their roots, revealing a 
weather-beaten stockade fence 
that separates the back of my property 
from another. It had fallen into disrepair 
with slats cracked and pieces missing 
here and there. Rather than replacing it at 
considerable expense, I thought of a more 
creative approach: hiding it with a fast-
growing vine.  

I called in John Fitzpatrick of Fritz 
Landscaping to help me make the choice 
of which would be fastest growing. He 
suggested honeysuckle.

Fast growing vines give flexibility of 
form and function to the home landscaper; 
they can be directed to grow into unique, 
arching flights of design fancy or they can 

sprout into a quick, concealing 
blanket to cover up any 
unsightly structure or serve as a 
privacy screen. On a steep slope 
they can even spread out into 
a groundcover to slow down 
erosion.

If you want to use vines 
creatively in the garden, it helps 
to become familiar with the 
growing patterns of the varieties 
available: tendril climbers, 
twining vines, scrambling plants 
and clinging climbers. 

Tendril climbers have thin 
shoots from the main stem of 
the plant, and these twist around 
any narrow support. This variety 
of vine grows very well on 

trellises and heavy gauge wire netting. 
Twining vines climb by wrapping their 

main stems directly around a support. These 
vines usually need to be gently trained to 
grow in the direction you want. Whatever 
structure you use to support twining or 
tendril climbers, be sure that it does not 
lie flush against a wall or other surface. 
Not only does the vine need space behind 
the structure to grip it, but the ventilation 
will help keep the vines and any wooden 
support dry and healthy.

Scrambling plants don’t wrap themselves 
around any support. Instead they grow out 
long shoots that climb over whatever they 

encounter. These vines serve as excellent 
groundcovers or “cascading” plants, but it’s 
best if their dead stems are pruned regularly. 

Clinging climbers grip surfaces with 
small, adhesive aerial rootlets, which hang 
on even after the stem dies. These should 
only be grown on stone or very solid 
masonry as the grips can dig into and 
damage wood and brittle surfaces.

An additional concern with vines is 
keeping them from taking over the yard. 
In a worst-case scenario, the vines can 
completely smother trees and other plants 
in the landscape, as can be seen with the 
infestations of Asiatic Bittersweet along 
some roads in the metro New York area. 
(My local readers can visit vinecutter.com 
to join groups that cut these vines down.) 

On my own, smaller scale, I find that 
planting vines in pots or plastic pails set 
into the ground keeps the growth under 
control. I used this method successfully 
with bugleweed that has the unfortunate 
habit of taking over a lawn.

You can grow vines for fruit, flowers or 
shade, but what I investigated for hiding 
my ugly fence were the following vines that 
grow quickly:

Honeysuckle, a twining vine, can grow 
from 7 to 30 feet in a single summer, 
depending on the variety and growing 
conditions. Give them a support to grow 
on if you don’t want them to become 
shrubby. These fragrant blooms attract 

hummingbirds and butterflies.
Virginia Creeper, a climbing vine, can 

grow up to 50 feet. It’s identified by its 
leaves, which have five leaflets, are green, 
but are tinted with red when they first grow. 
In the fall, all the leaves turn deep red. 

Clematis Etoile Violette can grow 8 to12 
feet in a summer and sport profuse purple 
blossoms in July and September. They are 
good on posts, fences or wire frames.

Wisteria needs training in the beginning, 
but will eventually develop woody stems 
that are beautiful year-round. The cascading 
blossoms are spectacular, but take care that 
the vine doesn’t spread past where you want 
it.

Evergreen clematis grows by tendrils, 
and its downward-drooping leaves give it 
a “weeping” effect. This white-blossomed 
vine is an excellent choice for quickly 
covering a mailbox or wire fence.

For any garden advice or landscaping 
needs, call John Fitzpatrick at 914-618-
1549.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, Inc., 
the longest running public relations agency in 
Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His 
real estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru and his team to market your home for 
sale, call 914-522-2076.

Vines Can Hide a Multitude of Sins . . . Or Take Over
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COURTESY OF TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

The Trinity Lutheran Church’s annual 
“Blessing of  our Pets” took place 
earlier this month, bringing residents 
and their lovable animal companions 
closer together. The Rev. Jennifer Boyd 
conducted the blessing for a couple 
dozen cats and dogs. The blessing was 
supposed to take place on May 31, but 
it was cancelled due to severe lightning. 
Instead, it took place on June 7. 

Northern Star Quilters’ Guild presented a check for $3,600 to local 501(c)3 
charity, Community Cares as a result of  their 2015 raffle quilt sales.  Each year, 
the Somers based Quilters Guild chooses a charity to benefit from the raffle sales 
for a beautiful hand made quilt.  The 2015 recipient, Community Cares, provides 
household services to moms and dads undergoing cancer treatments with school 
aged children to care for in the Hudson Valley. The winner for the quilt was drawn 
at the annual quilt show May 2 and 3, “A World of  Quilts XXXVI” at Kennedy Catholic 
High School in Somers.  For more information on these organizations, visit: www.
northernstarquilters.com and www.CommunityCares.org

From left to right: Althea Nolan, NSQG Charitable Activities, Kathy Keane, NSQG, Amy 
Sayegh, Founder, Community Cares, Susannah Sayegh.

Community Cares Presented 
Big Check From Quilters’ Guild

Putnam Pets Get Blessed

Your  
Community Voice

Excited about the Pleasantville Music Festival
Saturday, July 11? We are. Great bands. Great times.  
In a great Village. And PCTV is going to be there to cover 
it as always. Want a preview of this year’s artists? Watch 
2015 PVille Music Fest Preview any day at 6am, 12pm, or 
6pm on channel  76 /36 to get a peek at who’s playing.  
Or watch online at pctv76.org. Be in the know before  
the show.

 

It’s all about you.

Excited about the Pleasantville Music Festival 
Saturday, July 12? We are. Great bands. Great times. In a 

great village. And PCTV is going to be there to cover it as 

always. Want a preview of this year’s artists? Watch 

Catching Up with Mayor Peter Scherer any 

day on PCTV at 8 am, 2 pm, or 8 pm to get a peek at who’s 

playing. Or watch online at pctv76.org. Be in the 

know before the show.

 
   

SEE THE BEST 
OF THE FEST 
(BEFORE ALL THE REST)

Visitors to Mahopac Public Library will be struck by the diversity and creativity of  artwork currently 
on display in the Young Arts Gallery.  Twenty-two students from Longview School, a private school 
located in Brewster, have prepared works that express their individuality and a freedom of  
expression that is nurtured by their art teacher, Sharon Nakazato.  

Students at Longview in grades pre-k through 12 are introduced to a wide range of  mediums and 
approaches to art. They are encouraged to explore what intrigues them and are given individualized 
instruction in whatever skills and techniques they wish to incorporate.  Many of  the works in the 
show represent enormous inner expansion on the part of  the student artists. Some of  the pieces 
were developed in conjunction with their studies in other classes:  for instance, the calligraphy, 
medieval manuscript and iconic styles from history classes, geometric descriptions from math and 
science, color and resist experiments directly related to science classes.

An important component of  their art instruction lies in the way the students are guided to 
understand the value of  their uniqueness and to measure themselves not in a competitive manner 
but through the excitement of  their own personal aha! moments and growth.

The participating students from Longview School are: Henry Bailey, Isabella Basile, Dylan Chouinard, 
Dorothy Cosentino, Kaylah Fusiak, Aaron Gordon, Nick Gould, Sho Gray, Harry Howell, Tommy Howell, 
Koryn Lindhjem, Rayna Medina, Leia Olsen, Pengfei Ma, Elle Maynor, Laura Mort, Max Roque, Kenny 
Russell, Connor Supple, Viola Velonis, Rio Viera, and Ryann Weakley.

The Longview School 
exhibit will remain 
on view through the 
month of  June.  For 
further information 
about the Young Arts 
Gallery at Mahopac 
Library, call Cheryl 
Harlen at 845-628-
2009, ext 105.

Longview School Features 
Diverse Student Artwork
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When seven time Daytime Emmy 
Award nominee, singer/composer and 
Lake Camel resident Kati Mac puts out 
the word about the Arts on the Lake 
Summer Concert Series, renowned 
artists, many of whom live locally, sign 
on. This year is no different – and that’s 
a reflection of the admiration musicians 
have for Kati and her trumpeter husband, 
Tim Ouimette.   

The fun kicks-off at Arts on the Lake on 
Friday, July 3 at 5 p.m. as part of the Town 
of Kent Fireworks Day, a group effort by 
the Town, the Kent Public Library and 
Arts on the Lake. For their part, AotL will 
host several bands who promise to keep 
things jumping until Mac and her newest 
ensemble, Southeast Station, take center 
stage on the North Lawn at 7:30 p.m. 
Southeast Station includes Mac, Steve 
Kirkman, Jeff Eyrich, Jon Cobert, Anna 
Jacobsen and Petey ‘Hop’ Hopkinson.   

AotL Executive Director Ed Durkee 
said it was the first time AotL has “been 
able to coincide with the town’s annual 
fireworks night” and he expects a large 
crowd at the popular viewing site. 

“It is a wonderfully collaborative effort 
among the town, the library and AotL, 
a day filled with fun events for kids at 
the library and then great music and 
fireworks for all to wrap things up,” said 
Durkee.  

Among the several musical groups 

opening for Southeast Station are 
Whiskey Neat who hail from Carmel and 
play original Americana Roots music 

and Alectro.    
Kirkman, a Lake Carmel resident, and 

Chappaqua’s Eyrich comprise Alectro. 
Kirkman is no stranger to AotL and 
fans have come to watch him perform 
numerous times. His are the signature 
sounds of country, blues and bluegrass 
with a side of gospel and rock thrown 
in for good measure. Eyrich, who as 
a Los Angeles studio musician and 
touring sideman, has played with Bette 
Midler, Tanya Tucker, Rick Springfield, 
Air Supply and Natalie Cole. Alectro 
recently played the Towne Crier and 
their rendition of “Hard Travelin’” can be 
viewed on YouTube. Watch it and then 
catch ‘em live at Arts on the Lake. 

Cobert is a New York-based composer/
arranger/pianist/session keyboardist 
and vocalist. That’s right. He does it all. 
Starting out he played live with John 
Lennon, John Denver, Laura Branigan, Al 
Green, Leslie Uggams, and Harry Chapin. 
Not too shabby. It’s not surprising he has 
been nominated for Grammy Awards 
five times for his work as producer of 
Tom Chapin’s chart-topping recordings. 

Jacobsen studied classical violin and 
choral singing growing up, but now 
plays and sings popular styles, as well. 
She performs live (both popular and 
classical) around NYC, records violin and 
vocals for original artists and projects, 
and leads music for several churches in 

neighboring Connecticut communities. 
A music educator, Jacobsen is also a 
Ph.D. candidate in Historical Musicology 
at NYU. 

Hopkinson, known better as ‘Hop,’ 
hails from nearby White Plains. He 
isan accomplished singer/frontman and 
sought after sideman. He has played 
The Rhythm and Roots Festival, The 
Michael Arnone Crawfish Festival, 
and The Chenango Blues Festival with 
Mitch Woods. ‘Hop’ can also be found 
performing at such local spots as 
Peekskill’s 12 Grapes, Lucy’s Lounge in 
Pleasantville and the Hyde Park Brewing 
Company in Hyde Park. Check him out. 

Arts on the Lake is located at 640 
Route 52 in Kent. Gates for the July 3rd 
event will open at 4 p.m. Deli Land will 
be providing food and refreshments for 
sale so just bring lawn chairs, blankets 
and bug spray, enjoy dinner al fresco along 
with great music and fabulous fireworks. 
Price of admission for this special lakeside 
evening of entertainment is pay-as-you-
wish, courtesy of the Arts on the Lake 
Summer Concert Series sponsors. These 
benefactors include the Sayegh Law Firm, 
local attorneys Joan Iacono and Joshua 
Martin, the Volz Auto Group, Carmel 
Cinema, the Friends of the Kent Public 
Library and Radovich & Dean Music 
Store. In case of rain, the event will take 
place on Sunday, July 5.

Special Fireworks Day Concert at Arts on the Lake

Crossword Answers

The New York State Sheriffs’ 
Association and the New York State 
Sheriffs’ Association Institute held their 
annual training conference for Civil 
Division Supervisors in May at the Gideon 
Putnam Hotel in Saratoga Springs. Forty-
seven deputy sheriffs and civilian staff 
from 36 sheriff ’s offices around the state 
attended the three-day training program. 
All Sheriffs have civil law enforcement 
functions, which include the service of 
process and enforcement of judgments 

and other court orders and mandates. The 
annual program provides participants 
with training in the latest advances in 
civil law enforcement and a forum to 
discuss current civil law enforcement 
issues and share best practices. If you’d 
like more information about this topic 
or the Sheriffs’ Association please call 
Pat Hughes at 518-434-9091; e-mail 
phughes@nysheriffs.org., or Irene Colwill 
at the New York State Sheriffs’ Association 
Institute; email icolwill@nysheriffs.org

Putnam’s Mooney 
Participates in Statewide 
Training Program

Singer/songwriter, seven time Daytime Emmy 
Award nominee and Lake Carmel resident Kati 
Mac. 

William  Mooney from Putnam County (center) upon completion of  the Civil Supervisors’ Training 
Program with NYS Sheriffs’ Institute Executive Director Chris O’Brien (left) and Saratoga County Sheriff  
Mike Zurlo (right).
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Register Now: 
Summer Theater Group: To find out 

more about their 6 one-week summer 
sessions, their summer mainstage 
musical and their upcoming Fall season, 
contact Spotlight Arts at 845-444-ARTS, 
spotlightartsinc@gmail.com or www.
SpotlightArtsInc.com.

Putnam County Office for Senior 
Resources Computer Learning Center 
for Seniors will hold registration on 
Thursday, July 2, at the William Koehler 
Senior Center, 180 Route 6 in Mahopac 
and the Putnam Valley Senior Center, 
117 Town Park Lane, Putnam Valley.  
Registration hours at both sites will 
be from 9:30 a.m.– 11 a.m. Anyone 55 
or older can register for a variety of 
computer classes from basic to advanced, 
to using an iPad, to Digital Photography.  
To view the available classes visit us at 
www.putnamrsvp.com/clc. Register in 
person or call Judy Kolt at (845) 277-5422 
or email her at jak4dogs@verizon.net.  
If anyone is interested in volunteering, 
please call.

The Ty Louis Campbell Foundation 
will host its 3rd annual Muddy Puddles 
“Mess Fest” on Saturday, August 8th, 
2015 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Camp 
Kiwi Day Camp (825 Union Valley Rd, 
Carmel, NY).  The “Mess Fest” is an 
outdoor event featuring food, music, 
games, and, of course, plenty of mud. 
This event is a celebration of kids 
being kids and honoring children with 
cancer. All proceeds will directly fund 
childhood cancer research.  Tickets are 
$40 for children ages 3-13 and $30 for 
adults. For more information, please 
visit: http://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-
muddy-puddles-mess-fest-2015-tickets-
16667428728?aff=erelexpsim

The Putnam County Department 
of Health (PCDOH) announced that 
online registration for the Second Annual 
“Run 4 Your Life” event is now open. 
Building on last year’s success with over 
300 participants, this year’s event will take 
place on Sunday, September 27. The first 
175 adult runners or walkers to register 
online are guaranteed to receive a free 
performance race t-shirt, a one-month 
membership to NY Sports Club and 
commemorative race glass.

Run 4 Your Life is actually three 
events of various distances, starting at 10 
a.m. with a 5 kilometer (3.1 miles) race, 
followed by a one-mile walk and a Kids’ 
half-mile fun run. All events will start and 
finish by the PCDOH at One Geneva Road 
in Brewster. Online registration can be 
accessed through the health department 
webpage at www.PutnamCountyNY.gov/
health

Ongoing: 
Marge’s Knitting Circle: , June 24, July 

22 and Aug. 26, from 6:30 p.m.-8 p.m. at 
Support Connection, 40 Triangle Center, 

Suite 100, Yorktown Heights.

Monday’s: 
Artists’ Drop-in at Reed Library:  

12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.  Artists are invited 
to drop-in to the library on Monday 
afternoons with their pencils, pads and 
paints for a creative afternoon.  This 
session will provide camaraderie but 
not instruction.  Please call the library if 
interested, 845-225-2439.

Wednesday’s:
Wednesdays is Ladies Day: Ladies 

will receive a round of golf and lunch at 
the Terrace Grill for $50. Special Menu 
Selections. Wednesday only. For more 
information/Questions please call 845-
424-3604, or visit out website www.
thegarrison.com.

In-Stitches Knitting Club at Reed 
Library (845-225-2439).  Wednesday 
mornings 10:30 a.m. to noon and 
Thursday evenings 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.  
Beginners and experienced knitters and 
crocheters are welcomed in this fun and 
friendly group. 

Thursday’s:
Basic Drawing at Reed Library:  10 

a.m. to noon.  Learn basic watercolor 
techniques in a fun and supportive class 
perfect for beginners.  Materials provided.  
Please call the library to register, 845-225-
2439.  

Saturday’s: 
Technical Help at the Kent Public 

Library: On Saturday mornings in May 
and June from 10 a.m. to noon the Kent 
Public Library will be offering drop 
in technical help.  Bring your tablets, 
smartphones, computers and other 
devices, and our tech expert, Sergio, will 
help you solve problems and learn to use 
your devices to do more things. The Kent 
Library computer lab will also be open.  
There is no charge, and no appointment 
is necessary. For more information, call 
the Kent Public Library at 845-225-8585 
or go to KentLibrary.org.  

Cancer Support: 
Cancer Support Available: Support 

Connection, Inc., a not-for profit 
organization that provides free, 
confidential support services for people 
affected by breast and ovarian cancer, 
offers a wide range of free support groups 
women with breast and ovarian cancer. 
Groups focus on topics pertaining to 
living with cancer through all stages of 
diagnosis, treatment and post-treatment. 
They are offered in Westchester, 
Putnam and Dutchess, and by toll-free 
teleconference. For a complete calendar 
of groups at all locations, visit www.
supportconnection.org. Advance 
registration is required for all groups; call 
914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.

Tuesday, June 23
Friends of Kent Library Annual 

Business: The Friends of the Kent Library 
will hold their annual business meeting.  
7 p.m. in the downstairs program room of 
the Kent Public Library. This meeting is 
open to all. Please come and see what the 
Friends do.

The library is located at 17 Sybil’s 
Crossing, Kent Lakes.

Wednesday, June 24
Better Reads Book Club to meet June 

24th at Kent Library: 17 Sybil’s Crossing, 
Kent Lakes, 11 a.m. Readers will be 
encouraged to share their interests and 
appreciation for historical, biographical, 
travel and other serious literature. 
The “Better Reads Book Club” will be 
facilitated by George Baum.  May’s 
discussion will focus on  “The Storyteller” 
by Jodi Picoult. Readers may register and 
request a copy of the book by going to 
www.kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent 
Public Library at 845-225-8585

Thursday, June 25
The Tri-State IBM Retirees Club 

will hold the June meeting.   Noon in 
the Church dining room at the United 
Methodist Church, 1176 E. Main St, 
Shrub Oak.  This is the annual catered 
Summer Luncheon and is the last meeting 
until September.  Walk-ins pay $10 at 
door. Info: (914) 528-5916.

Friday, June 26
Free Confidential HIV Testing: 

Offered by the PCDOH.  National HIV 
Testing Day. National HIV Testing Day 
is an annual event to encourage people of 
all ages to “Take the Test, Take Control.” 
Feel free to contact: Public Information 
Officer, Barbara Ilardi, with any questions 
at (845) 808-1390.

Block Party: Picnic & Concert in 
the Park: Patterson Library, 1167 Rte. 
311 Patterson. Noon-3 p.m. Rain Date: 
Monday June 29. Kick off your summer 
at a concert in our park with musician Jay 
Mankita! Bring a blanket & healthy lunch 
and enjoy the outdoor festivities. Kids can 
fill out their summer reading logs & enjoy 
summer treats! Parents must stay with 
children. Registration preferred, walk-ins 
welcome if space allows. To register or for 
more information, visit us online at www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click on calendar 
or call 845-878-6121 x10. Free program.

Saturday, June 27 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish Tag 

Sale, 1377 East Main St., Shrub Oak.  
Saturday and Sunday, June 27 – 28 and 
Saturday and Sunday, July 4 - 5.  Saturday’s 
10 a.m. – 7 p.m. and Sunday’s 8 a.m. – 4 
p.m.  INFO:  www.seton-parish.org or 
914-528-3547.

Military Family Movie Day Free 

showing of “Inside Out” With free 
popcorn and freedrink! 10 a.m. The Value 
Village Empire Cinema 1620 Route 22 
Brewster.  

Annual ARRL Field Day, taking place 
at the Veterans Memorial Park, June 27-
28. This is the National Field Day for 
Amateur Radio people.  Throughout 
the country, ham radio operators will 
be setting up radio stations in unusual 
locations and making contact with 
others as a display of their emergency 
communications capabilities, and runs 
for 24 hours straight, 1 p.m. to 1 p.m. The 
officers of the club will be happy to meet 
with you in the early afternoon hours of 
June 27th, if that is convenient.  If you 
need more information or would like to 
confirm your visit, please contact me at 
the PEARL office at 845-520-6354.  

Free Concert: PV Sunset Series 
concert. Food and beverages. Music from 
the 50s, 60s and 70’s. FMI: pvpr.com

Monday, June 29 
Magic at Kent Summer Reading 

Kickoff: Join the Kent Public Library.  
4:30 p.m. in the Kent Town Hall for the 
Summer Reading Kick-Off. You will be 
entertained by Jim Vagias who will present 
“Heroes and Their Stories” a Summer 
Reading Magic Show  For families and 
children of all ages. No registration 
required. This is also a chance to sign up 
for the Summer Reading Challenge at the 
Kent Public Library. Please go to www.
kentlibrary.org or call 845-225-8585 for 
more information

Tuesday, June 30 
Want to train for the Putnam County 

DOH Run 4 Your Like 5K race or longer 
run? 

Join us on Tuesday, June 30, from noon 
-1 p.m. or Wednesday, July 1, from 4:15 
p.m. -5:15 p.m., at the Putnam County 
Bureau of Emergency Services building at 
112 Old Route 6, Carmel, NY 10512 for 
a free “Learn to Run” presentation.  The 
program presenter, Polly Sparling, has led 
the Learn to Run program several times 
and is quite attuned to the needs and fears 
of new runners.   If interested in attending 
or for more information, please email 
Karen.Yates@putnamcountyny.gov 

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com
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ADOPTION
Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring li-
censed adoption agency provides � -
nancial and emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved families. Call 
Joy toll free 1-866-922-3678 or con� -
dential email:Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
� roughAdoption.org

A childless married couple wishes to 
adopt. Loving secure home life. Hands-
on mom & devoted dad. Large extended 
family. Expenses paid. Felica & Tom. 
1-844-286-1066

ARTS & ANTIQUES
ALL PAINTING & PRINTS WANT-
ED. ANY SUBJECTS. Water colors, old 
photos of NYC, baseball items, stamps, 
jewelry, comic books. Retired Police Of-
� cer. (914) 262-4494

AUTO DONATIONS
Help us help your neighbors! Do 
you have an old or unneeded CAR or 
TRUCK sitting in your driveway or 
garage? Consider donating it to York-
town Love in Action. We are a non-pro 
t 501(c)(3) tax deductible organiza-
tion that helps local residents in need. 
Whether the vehicle is running or not 
we will pick it up just Call: 914-490-
3966

Donate your car to Wheels For Wish-
es, bene� ting Make-A-Wish.  We o� er 
free towing and your donation is 100% 
tax deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 To-
day!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wish-
es, bene� ting Make-A-Wish. We o� er 
free towing and your donation is 100% 
tax deductible.  

Call 914-468-4999 Today!

BUSINESS FOR SALE
RESTAURANT FOR SALE: North-
ern Catskill Business District. Cocktail 
Lounge, Bar. Main Street Margaretville 
NY an ALL SEASONS Town. Turnkey, 
available immediately by owner. 845-
586-4884 binnekil@catskill.net

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY to join New York 
Land Quest. Wanted licensed real estate 
agent or associate broker experienced in 
listing and selling recreational land and 
country properties in your county and 
surrounding counties. For a con� den-
tial discussion call Carl Snyder, Broker 
607-280-5770 or e-mail your resume to 
carl@nylandquest.com

EVENTS
Rinaldi Flea Markets Open Every Sun-
day through October. 900 Dutchess 
Turnpike Poughkeepsie. See you there! 
RINALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM

HELP WANTED
CASHIER/COUNTER HELP. BP Cor-
tlandt Manor. Store help needed part 
time. Must be at least 21 years of age. 
Will train. Drug testing required. Call 
Yolanda (914) 755-0970

WAITRESS/WAITER & HOSTESS 
FOR BUSY DINER. Apply in person at 
Olympic Diner, Rt. 6, Mahopac. Ask for 
Nick.

ATTEND AVIATION COLLEGE Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
training. Financial aid for quali� ed stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. Call 
AIM for free information 866-296-7093

Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment 
Operator Career! We O� er Training 
and Certi� cations Running Bulldozers, 
Backhoes and Excavators. Lifetime Job 
Placement. VA Bene� ts Eligible! 1-866-
362-6497

HOMES FOR SALE
CARMEL - $250,000. (845) 282-1687.
Contractors/Investors special. Two fam-
ily ranch. 6 bedrooms, 4 1/2 baths, un-
� nished basement. 1 1/4 acre on cul-de-
sac. 3,000 sq. � . Serious inquiries only. 
Appointment necessary.

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN  LLC  Cater-
ing to the most discerning dog owners 
in Westchester. Our home will be their 
home. 24/7 one on one love. Boarding, 
daycare, walks &  transportation ser-
vices available.  Book a reservation at 
info@pleasantpawsinn.com or 914-
773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 9 Hobby 
St., Pleasantville.

LAND FOR SALE
50 X 150 RESIDENTIAL BUILDING 
LOT IN THORNWOOD.  Interested, 
call (914) 769-2982 and leave message.

 
MISCELLANEOUS
O�  ce/ warehouse 1400 SF @   $15.00 
SF
1 block from Train,Bus, shopping, min-
utes to highways also has storefront and  
loading dock 914-216-0002

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your 
own bandmill- Cut lumber any dimen-
sion. In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/
DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.com 

1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

MORTGAGES
Your Homeownership Partner. � e 
State of NY Mortgage Agency o� ers 
funds available for renovation. www.so-
nyma.org. 1-800-382-HOME(4663)

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of a� ordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.
holidayoc.com

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paint-
ings, antiques, furniture, silver, 
sculpture, jewelry, books, cam-
eras, records, instruments, coins, 
watches, gold, comics, sports cards, 
etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR



  December 30 - January 5, 2015                                                                                                      SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                                                                                                 SPORTS SECTION

December 30- January 5, 2015www.TheExaminerNews.com 15

Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49
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Venerable Manager Sonny Graci (left in shorts) and the Shrub Oak Athletic Club’s Post 1080 American Legion 18-U baseball team poses with the championship hardware after knocking off  an eight-team tri-state 
area field of  clubs at the annual Joe Graci Memorial Baseball Tournament on June 14th. Members of  the championship team include (standing L to R): Jake Reyes, Richie Vetrano, Nick Cona, Joe Kenna, Charlie 
Pagani, Ricky Chenard, Matt Marussich, Austin Cassese, Matt O’Dair, Zach Girvalo, Coach John Marone; (standing in front of  rear row  L to R): Coach Louie Mongello, Head Coach Sonny Graci & wife, Mickey; 
(kneeling L to R): Luis Fernandez, Robert Martin, Kyle Monahan, Mario DellaValle, George Love, Artie Shofi, Ball Boy - Danny Monahan (Missing: Mike Dellabate)

MIKE CONA PHOTO

Shrub Oak Post 1080 
Cops Graci Tourney Title

Sonny Days!
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Baseball NotebookSports

Browne’s 1-Hitter Sets NY Bulls Apart from Patterson
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

The 15U NY Bulls kicked off a weekend 
of NYEB play with a 7-0 win over arch 
rival Patterson last Friday.  The Bulls, made 
up of kids primarily from the Putnam 
Valley/Yorktown/Cortlandt area, were led 
by RHP Austin Browne from Put Valley, 

who pitched a complete game one-hitter 
and struck out eight Pirates across seven 
very efficient innings.  Patterson's Finney 
broke up the no hit bid with a clean line 
drive single with two outs in the seventh, 
suspending all the drama at Union Field 
in the PV Town Park.  

The Bulls were paced offensively by 
Cortlandt's Frank Bukovsky who drove 
in three runs to go along with two hits, 

including a long double to 
deep left field.  PV's Andrew 
Salerno also contributed two 
hits and an RBI. The Bulls 
completed their weekend with 
a double-header sweep to take 
an early lead in the NYEB 
standings.

ATTN. WPBA/NYEB 
COACHES: PLEASE 
SEND ALL SUMMER 
SPORTS ACTION to 
Raygallaghersports@gmail.
com, including action photos, 
team photos, results, schedules 
and anything pertinent to 
the cause of publicizing the 
athletic exploits of the region.

THE HUDSON VALLEY 
RENEGADES are home all 
week as they embark upon the 
2015 NY-Penn League MLB 
Minor League season. Check 
out ticket info at 845-838-

0094 or visit them at http://www.milb.
com/index.jsp?sid=t537 .

SOAC Crowns  
Bantams Boys Champions!

NFL’s Dennis to  
Return to Peekskill

Members of  the 2015 SOAC Bantam Boys Division championship team pose with their trophies after 
winning it all last Saturday. Team members include: Devin Diaz, Ethan Pomerantz, Daniel Parks, Kaare 
Numme, Max Perry, Max Selinger, Matt McDermott, Anthony Borelli, Nick DeLeo, Thomas Imperati, 
Daniel Galetovic, Christian Ramos

NFL player Derek Dennis is coming 
back to his hometown of Peekskill on 
the 4th of July to do a free football clinic. 
Currently with the Kansas City Chiefs, 
Dennis intends to bring other NFL 
players along as well. The clinic, which 
runs from 9am to 1pm at Torpy Field 

off Hudson Ave., is open to kids from 
Peekskill and the surrounding areas, 
which includes Cortlandt, Yorktown, 
Ossining and Putnam Valley, among 
others. Visit  https://fundamentals2015.
ezwaiver.com/Derek-Dennis-Skills-
Camp for an on-line registration form.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

NY Bulls hurler Austin Brown was one out away from a no-hitter 
and settled for a one-hit, 7-0 shutout win over Patterson in NYEB 
15U action.

NY Bulls SS/P Kevin Bomba traces his stroke in 7-0 win over Patterson.

NY Bulls OF Andrew Salerno cranks single in 7-0 win over Patterson in 15U NYEB action last Thursday.
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Boys Lax NotebookSports

So I’m talking 
with my California-
based buddy Mark 
Leinweaver – a 1990s 
Yorktown High 
grad who I covered 
during his baseball 
heyday under former 
Yorktown Coach Bob 
Sarro, who guided 
the Huskers to their 
second Section 1 title 
back in 1995 (1969 
the other).

Marky-Mark is 
telling me about this company he’s started 
called “PERFECT PLAYCEMENT”, and 
his upcoming trip back to the east coast 
where he hopes to promote his new 
venture, which specializes in assisting 
high school student-athletes find the 
perfect college to continue their playing 
career and study in their preferred field.

“I doubt very much that any of the old 
guard is still out there coaching, so I’m 
hoping you can point me in the right 
direction of some local coaches in the 
area,” Leinweaver says in regards to some 
of the summer ball programs that might 
be in action this time of year.

“Actually, there is one guy from the old 
guard still out there doing his thing,” I tell 
Leinweaver. “Sonny Graci is still at the 
helm of the SOAC/Mahopac Post 1080 
American Legion team.”

“Oh my god, I played for Sonny, are you 
kidding me,” Leinweaver says. “Can you 
get me his schedule for the week of June 
25-27 when I’m back in town?”

As luck would have it, Sonny Graci’s 
team is playing at Lakeland High this 
Friday night and Leinweaver expects to 
be on hand, pressing palms and passing 
out cards in an effort to reach new clients. 

Leinweaver has spent 20 years working 
in baseball as a professional agent, 
media relations director, TV and radio 
broadcaster, author, television writer and 
producer. He is a frequent speaker in and 
around the Los Angeles area, including 
at the University of Southern California, 
about “How To Get A Job In Sports”. 

The former Stonehill College catcher 
has advised hundreds of students on 
how to break into the 
sports industry. While 
at the baseball agency in 
Cali, his responsibilities 
included making dozens 
of cold calls and sending 
hundreds of emails each 
week while managing 
a myriad of business 
matters for clients. His book, Minor 
Moments, Major Memories, debuted in 
bookstores nationwide in 2005 and a 
dramatic television series inspired by the 
book was recently sold to Sony Pictures 
Television.

Leinweaver and his partner, Jake 
Robbins, a former MLB pitcher with the 
Cleveland Indians and 11th round draft 
pick by the New York Yankees in 1994, 
are conscious of the fact that millions of 
student athletes and their parents in this 
country believe their children are good 
enough to earn a scholarship to any college 
in the country. But instead of preying on 
unrealistic goals, their intent is to place li’l 
Johnny and li’l Jenny in a situation more 
befitting their skill sets while setting them 
up with a plan for the future when 99% of 
them fail to get drafted into their sport of 
choice.

“We believe that 99% of student-athletes 
who actively participate on their varsity 
high school team could play at the college 
level somewhere in the country and find 

a school that is right in size, location, 
proximity from home and desired field of 
study,” Leinweaver said.

Some folks don’t even know how to 
facilitate the process, and some coaches 
don’t have the commitment or time to 
assist their student athletes take the next 
step.

“Many high school student-athletes 
don’t know how, when or even where to 

begin the process of playing 
in college,” Leinweaver said. 
“Too often, their coaches 
don’t have the time, resources 
or unfortunately, the interest, 
in helping with that process. 
As a result, many parents 
find themselves helpless in 
gaining assistance for their 

son or daughter. That’s where PERFECT 
PLAYCEMENT comes in.”

You guys know I would not give you the 
bum steer, so if you want a free consultation 
hit up my man Mark Leinweaver at info@
perfectplaycement.com or visit the site at 
www.perfectplaycement.com and tell him 
Direct Rays sent you…

Now, speaking of the venerable Graci; 
the old man by the sea is still at it, strolling 
baseball diamonds across the state as 
perhaps the elder statesman among NYS 
American Legion managers.

On June 14, after a four-day, five-game 
legion tournament with eight teams from 
the tri-state area, the Shrub Oak American 
Legion Post 1080 team won the Joe Graci 
Memorial Tournament where Putnam 
Valley junior Charlie Pagani was named 
the MVP. Pagani came in and closed out 
the championship game for the save, while 
batting .470 for the tournament. He made 
a slew of spectacular plays on the infield, 
including the second and third outs on a 
pivotal triple play. 

There are literally thousands of 
former student athletes from Northern 
Westchester and Putnam County who 
have played under Graci, the former 
Kansas City Royals and current Atlanta 
Braves scout and Lakeland High assistant, 
who has mentored baseball players for 
half a century, and done so without 
ripping folks off. While other baseball 
organizations are charging an arm and a 
leg to for Junior to play ball these days, 
Coach Graci has managed to keep the cost 
of baseball at a reasonable level – thanks 
in part to sponsor American Legion Post 
1080 of Mahopac -- while providing a stiff 
level of competition.

And as the years crawl up on him, Graci 
should know that appreciation is at an 
all-time high, according to Steve Rosen, 
a longtime friend, SOAC President and 
Lakeland High School Board Trustee.

“Sonny has helped many players get 

into college as his teams play in many 
summer tournaments that college coaches 
attend,” Rosen said. “Sonny is known by 
everybody in the community for his big 
heart when it comes to helping kids in the 
area. He has served on the SOAC board 
of directors for over 20 years as Senior 
Baseball Director and done a terrific job.”

Based on the longevity of Post 
1080’s success, that might be an 
understatement…

Congrats to Croton-Harmon High 
baseball Coach Eric Rosen on being 
named Section 1 Class B Coach of the Year. 
My man has essentially drawn blood from 
a stone over there, taking a downtrodden 
program and making winners out of 
the river city folk with two years of 12-
plus wins. That hasn’t happened often at 
Croton the last quarter century…

Hats off to Putnam Valley’s Steven 
Brown, who has accomplished an 
amazing task for his Eagle Scout project 
by building a 5K trail in the woods around 
the PV High and Middle schools. He 
built this from scratch, saving the school 
district over $75,000 had they done it 
without him. The district can now can 
host 5K events and cross country meets 
on a course dedicated to Caitlyn Bagnato, 
a 15-year-old who passed away in 2009 
from a rare form of liver cancer. Indeed, 
the Caitlyn Bagnato Memorial 5K Trail is 
a welcome addition to the Valley…

Not a big fan of Caitlyn Jenner 
receiving ESPN’s Arthur Ashe Courage 
Award; just seems to me like attention-
starved ESPN is exploiting the system 
here. Sure, Jenner found inner peace but 
hasn’t played competitive sports since the 
‘70s, so in terms of current events I feel like 
Lauren Hill is far more deserving. Before 
her tragic passing this year, she inspired 
millions with her perseverance in the face 
of her brain tumors. To think Jenner’s 
gender change is more courageous than 
a 19-year-old girl with inoperable cancer 
fulfilling her dream to play college 
basketball and inspire millions of people 
while doing so is unconscionable. 

PERFECT PLAYCEMENT Might be Right for You

Direct 
Rays

By Ray Gallagher
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Yorktown grad Mark Leinweaver, owner of  
PERFECT PLAYCEMENT.

Charlie Pagani (R) poses with Sonny Graci and his wife Marguerite after Pagani won MVP honors at the 
Joe Graci Memorial Tournament on June 14.
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Mahopac 2nd-grader Jayson Mayer gives his dad, Paul, a well-earned high-five at the Run for Fun 5K event along the Mahopac High track last week where more than 60 Fulmar Road Elementary School students 
(inset) learned to run for strength (both inside and out) under the guidance of  teachers Patti Caufield and Christine Stackemail, who inspire Mahopac youths at elementary schools to Run for Fun, empowering 
them to succeed and to be their best by gaining confidence in themselves; in sports, in life and in their classrooms. The Mahopac track will be full of  runners on July 4th during the annual Putnam County Classic. 
For further info visit www.runner.org/july

Happy Belated Father’s Day, to All Pops

Mayer’s Race


