
By David Propper
Putnam County’s own George Pataki 

is taking the presidential plunge after 
almost a decade out of elected office.

Pataki, who lives in Garrison with his 
wife and Putnam Tourism Director Libby 
Pataki, announced Thursday morning 
his intention to seek the Republican 
nomination for the 2016 presidential 
election. Pataki, who has lived in Putnam 
since his days as governor, said during 
his official announcement in Exeter, New 
Hampshire, that he wants to provide 
“unlimited promise of opportunity, that 
belief in America that I want to restore 
for every family and every child in every 
community in America today.”

Pataki, who vowed to scale back 
the intrusive nature of Washington if 
elected, was the eighth of nine confirmed 

candidates to emerge seeking the GOP 
nomination, enough to field a baseball 
team. 

While support for Pataki, the three-
term governor, from Putnam political 
heads fell mostly on party line, there 
was a certain sense of excitement about 
having a local man confirm his national 
aspirations. 

County Executive MaryEllen Odell 
said she thinks Pataki is a bright man, 
who is “in touch with the challenges 
facing our families.” She pointed to 
Pataki as a “distinguished” governor that 
led New York through one of its most 

trying times in the aftermath of 9-11. 
Odell was sworn in by Pataki to start 

her first term as county executive and 
he’s been a vocal supporter of her for 
years. Pataki even hosted a fundraiser 
last summer for her during her run for a 
second term in office.

“He represents the ideals of those of 
us who believe that this country needs 
true American leadership,” Odell said. 
“I think that’s what we’re all hoping and 
looking for is someone who can bring 
America back to our standing in the 
world as the nation that knows hard 
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COURTESY OF FRIENDS OF MAHOPAC LIBRARY
The Friends of  Mahopac Public Library are awarding scholarships to three graduating Mahopac 
High School seniors, all of  whom have volunteered at the library since they were in middle school. 
Rebekah Raymon was a member of  the teen council and was active in many different functions at 
the library. She has been a strong team leader. Brianna Furer, also a member of  the teen council, 
assisted in administrative tasks and has shown an ability to interact well with library patrons. 
She has worked as a page at the library for several years. Jenna Schweigler mentored middle 
school children and was active in the Book Buddies program. The students were selected by the 
Friends’ Scholarship Committee, including Ralph Butler, Chairperson, Carole Garcia, Corresponding 
Secretary, and the Library’s Volunteer Coordinator, Rita Covelli. The Friends of  Mahopac Public 
Library established the scholarship last year as part of  its mission to encourage volunteerism at 
the library. From left to right Mahopac High School seniors Jenna Schweigler, Rebekah Raymon and 
Brianna Furer for their volunteer service and leadership.
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Runners of  all ages -- more than 150 of  them from adults to sleepy toddlers -- ran in the 2nd 
annual Just Say No & Go road race throughout portions of  Putnam Valley last Saturday, concluding 
at the Putnam Valley Town Park where they raised awareness against drugs and more than $1,500 
for scholarship opportunities for members of  the community to engage in physically, mentally and 
socially healthy activities. The top three finishers were Joseph Abate, Conor Van Riper, Rich Bernstein, 
all from Putnam Valley High School and the top three 13 and under finishers were John Pecorino. 
David Ordonez, Alex Weller, all from Putnam Valley Middle School. The event is run by Putnam Valley 
Middle School teacher Danny Turner and co-sponsored by the Putnam Valley Parks & Recreation 
Department’s Sunset Series, which runs all summer. Visit www.PVPR.com for concert series info. 

Three Mahopac Seniors 
Awarded Library Scholarships

Putnam Runners Just Say No!
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START YOUR SUMMER OFF WITH 1 FREE MONTH 

FIRST MONTH OF MEMBERSHIP IS FREE. 
$75 ENROLLMENT IS DUE ON JOIN DATE. 
MONTH TO MONTH DUES APPLY. NOT TO 
BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.

12 AND UNDER MUST JOIN WITH AN 
ADULT TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR FREE MONTH.

THIS OFFER ENDS ON 6/30/15

Briarcliff
914-250-2134

Jefferson Valley
914-250-2750

Presidential hopeful and Garrison resident George 
Pataki hopes to earn a long shot bid to become 
the Republican nominee for the 2016 election.
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By Janine Bowen
Putnam County health officials 

and medical providers are working 
to address deficiencies in the county’s 
mental health services, specifically in 
the areas of chemical dependencies and 
developmental disabilities. 

During a public hearing on Wednesday 
night, led by Commissioner of the 
Department of Mental Health, Social 
Services, and Youth Bureau, Michael 
Piazza, a group of interested stakeholders 
discussed steps that need to be taken to 
better meet the needs of residents who 
are struggling with drug abuse, including 
opiates. 

Over the last year, the county has seen 
many people saved from heroin overdoses 
thanks to Narcan, but providers are 
concerned about services that exist after 
Narcan is administered. David Gerber, 
director of counseling and shelter 
services at St. Christopher’s Inn stated he 
believes that anybody who is revived with 
Narcan should be required to undergo an 
assessment and have some type of follow-
up treatment. 

Deputy Commissioner of the Putnam 
County Departments of Social Services, 
Mental Health, and Youth Bureau, Joseph 
DeMarzo, said the current system in 
place for Narcan is not effective because 
it gives people the impression of a safety 
net when using opiates and noted he 

has heard of instances of one person 
overdosing twice in one day because of 
access to Narcan. This development is 
made worse by the fact that people outside 
of law enforcement are able to get trained 
in Narcan administration, meaning that 
fellow addicts can be trained to save their 
friends. 

“With the intervention of Narcan, 
people think they’re Hercules now, too,” 
said DeMarzo. “The only way to do it is 
to educate the people who administer the 
Nacran as to what’s next.”

During the discussion, the group of 

about ten experts also determined that 
there is a need for supportive housing for 
people with chemical dependencies in 
the county, as no halfway houses or sober 
homes currently exist in Putnam. 

The county also has inadequate 
services for those suffering from 
developmental disabilities, particularly 
for those diagnosed with autism. Many 
schools don’t know how to handle a crisis 
situation involving an autistic child, said 
providers, but Putnam County does not 
have any programs for that population 
outside of school. The group also noted 
that psychiatric facilities are ill equipped 
to handle patients who are admitted with 
psychiatric issues and developmental 
disabilities, which often leads to issues 
about the placement of the patient. Many 
times a parent or caretaker feels unsafe 
allowing the developmentally disabled 
person back into their home after a violent 
outbreak but there are no facilities in 
Putnam to accommodate these patients. 

“We’ve known of people being stuck 
in in patient psych units for a long time 
because there was no safe discharge plan,” 
said Piazza

Piazza explained that the goal is to train 
law enforcement personnel within the 
county to know how to react if they are 
called to a situation involving a person 
with a developmental disability who 
may be in crisis and acting violent, as 

they respond and react differently than 
average people.  The training would be on 
a volunteer basis and would be open to 
those who have previous experience or an 
interest working with the developmentally 
disabled population. 

The county will also need to find a 
way to employ and retain people who are 
able to work with the developmentally 
disabled population. Gerber noted that 
there is a high turnover rate for employees 
working with this population because 
there is significant competition from New 
York City and Westchester County, where 
employees can earn a much higher wage.  

County Officials Look to Fill Gaps in Mental Health Services 
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Commissioner of  the Department of  Mental 
Health, Social Services, and Youth Bureau, 
Michael Piazza.
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By David Propper
Karen and Gus Pourakis will be the 

first people to tell you that neither of 
them are “camera people.” But when a 
show, American Diner Revival, came to 
George’s Place, owned by the couple, the 
spotlight was squarely on both of them 
as celebrity carpenter Ty Pennington and 
celebrity chef Amanda Freitag, visited 
Carmel to spruce up a diner that surely 
needed it.

The episode, which will air this Friday 
at 10:30 p.m. on Food Network, focuses 
on the renovations to George’s Place, a 
trademark diner in Putnam and known 
well throughout the region. According 
to the episode’s description, “George’s 
Place has been the hub of its Carmel, 
New York community for nearly forty 
years, but rising costs threaten to shut 
down the town’s beloved diner forever. 
With the help of the citizens of Carmel, 
Ty and Amanda plan to give the outdated 
interior and menu a farm-fresh makeover 
in less than 36 hours. But will heavy rains 
threaten to washout Ty and Amanda’s big 

plans?” 
The show called the diner in November 

to inquire if George’s Place would be 
interested in filming a show about a 
remake of the diner. All Gus and Karen 
had to do was submit an eight minute 
video about the history of the diner, what 
the eatery has done in the community, 
what fixes needed to take place inside and 
why they deserved it, wrapping it all into 
a humorous package.

After they submitted the video, the 
two waited anxiously. Finally, the show 
had its pilot episode in January, which 
Gus and Karen watched intently. Karen 
and the producers for the show emailed 
back and forth, with producers assuring 
them they were on the list of places to 
eventually travel to. 

The couple has done extensive 
community service over the years like 
opening up on Thanksgiving to give 
residents - many of them senior citizens 
- with nowhere else to go, a meal. The 
diner also is active in the Carmel Rotary 
Club, donating to the community when 

needed. 
“We’re not short on the help we’ve 

given the community,” Gus said “It shows 
because they come back and help us by 
patronizing all these years so it’s a give 
and take thing.”

Karen noted every time the two wanted 
to do repairs and renovations, they would 
save money, but see the tax bill and have 
to divert funds to cover the hefty price 
tag. That kept them from doing what they 
wanted--and needed to do to ensure the 
diner’s viability going into the future.

Prior to the show coming to George’s 
Place, Karen said the business had leaks 
in the ceiling tile, booth vinyl was ripped, 
lighting fixtures on the side had to be 
replaced, and stools were so old they 
were rusting on the bottom. She added 
the floor was “atrocious.”

Karen pointed out despite the negative 
perception toward people working in 
show business, “the people from the 
whole show were so nice.”

“You think people from show business 
are not going to be like that,” Karen 
admitted, noting Ty and Amanda were 
both hands on when getting the work 
complete. 

Karen said she was additionally “very 
grateful” for all the community members 
that came out to help transform the diner. 
When the couple came back to the diner 
after they had to leave for a few days, 

about 1,500 customers and residents 
greeted them. 

When customers walk in now for the 
first time since the overhaul, they’re very 
happy to see that the diner received a 
facelift, with many of them saying it 
couldn’t have happened to nicer people. 

“The whole week after it was just trying 
to get back down to earth,” Karen said. “I 
felt like I was in a different place. It took 
me a good two weeks to figure out how 
this happened to us.”

George’s Place Gets Makeover from New Television Series

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
(From left) CJ Pourakis, Chris Vasely, Kristen Salisbury, and Karen and Gus Pourakis stand inside the new 
George’s Place as photo of  the original owner, George looks on. The board to the right also has specials 
that were created during the show.
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The outside of  George’s Place, which saw a transformation inside.
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The front door has a reminder for customers 
about when the show will air.
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work pays off and this is where hopes 
and dreams happen.”

State Senator Sue Serino, which 
represents the district Pataki resides 
in, said, “To have someone who really 
understands our local needs in the 
White House would be a major win for 
us. I think George Pataki’s message will 
resonate with voters and I agree, we need 
to fall in love with America again.”

Kim Conner, the Democratic 
committee chairwoman in Philipstown, 
said in an email although she disagrees 
with many of his stances, Pataki was the 
only GOP contender “brave enough” to 
admit he believes in climate change, as 
well as willing to ban assault rifles in 
New York, and is partly pro-choice. 

“Those three things probably mean he 
won’t get very close to the nomination, 
since they surely upset the far-right 
base,” Conner went on to state. “But it 
is good to see some discussion of those 
more old-fashioned positions pop up. 
Plus, he does live in Philipstown!”

Ken Harper, the county’s Democratic 
Committee chairman, said he was 
“frankly sort of surprised” that Pataki 
was entering the race, adding he wasn’t 
aware Pataki was still politically active 
enough to run.

“It’s a pretty crowded field, I’m not 
sure what he’s looking at,” Harper said. 

“I’m not even aware what he thinks his 
constituency is at this point, but you 
know, it’s a free country, anybody can 
run.”

Out of the gate, Pataki’s odds to 
attain the GOP ticket appear slim to 
none. He’s flirted with presidential runs 

thrice before, only to err against it and 
has been a private citizen since leaving 
office in 2006. Lacking severely in name 
recognition and funding, Pataki usually 
doesn’t appear in national polls of 
GOP candidates most likely to earn the 
Republican nomination. 

He is also more liberal leaning 

on numerous social issues such as 
abortion rights, gay marriage, and the 
environment, a sharp contrast to other 
GOP candidates in the field. But Pataki 
has visited New Hampshire more than 
any other Republican that wants to 
become president, and a good showing 
in a state with more centrist Republicans, 
in addition to Independents and 
Democrats that are allowed to vote in 
the primary could give momentum to his 
presidential hopes. 

Libby Pataki, who introduced her 
husband before he spoke last week, 
stated, “We’ve basically spent an entire 
lifetime coming to this moment in time.”

“I can say truly that I believe in my 
heart that George is the right man in this 
moment and time for the job,” she went 
to state. “Without a question.”

Odell, who understands what it’s like to 
be an underdog after she went up against 
powerful former state senator Vincent 
Leibell for county executive in 2010, 
put it simply, “What better place than 
Putnam County for the next president of 
the United States to hail from.” 

Libby Pataki to Continue as 
Putnam Tourism Director

Although a presidential run most likely 
means Putnam Tourism Director Libby 
Pataki will be busy with the campaign 
her husband George is waging, County 
Executive MaryEllen Odell confirmed 
Libby would remain as tourism director. 
Odell stressed it is very early in the race 
and right now “we’re just letting things 
play itself out.” She added the tourism 
office is in the capable of hands of deputy 
commissioner of tourism Frank Smith 
and Katie DeMarco. On George Pataki’s 
campaign website, under the biography 
for Libby, it states in the first line, “Libby 
Pataki works as Director of Putnam 
County Tourism where she has put her 
home county on the international radar.” 
Pataki has been tourism director since 
Odell took over as county executive. 
“Libby Pataki has done a great job as 
the director of tourism,” Odell said, 
adding “I’m 100 percent confident that 
Putnam Tourism will only benefit if this 
continues in the successful path that I 
predict that it will.” 

Putnam’s Own Pataki Announces Bid for Presidency
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PHOTO FROM MARYELLEN ODELL’S CAMPAIGN WEBSITE
Putnam County Executive MaryEllen Odell stands with former governor and presidential candidate 
George Pataki and his wife, Libby, who is Putnam’s Tourism Director.  
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than Putnam County 
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MaryEllen Odell
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By David Propper
With Steve Katz most likely not 

running again for New York State 
Assembly because of a self-imposed term 
limit, one Republican has already come 
forward to express interest in running for 
his seat.

Town of Carmel Councilwoman Suzi 
McDonough announced the creation of 
an exploratory committee for the 94th 
Assembly seat, one that could be packed 
with GOP candidates vying for the vacant 
seat in a Republican leaning district. 
McDonough made the announcement 
through a press release Wednesday 
morning, stating she’s “seen first hand 
that New York State is heading in the 
wrong direction.”

“Whether the issue be property taxes, 

the SAFE Act or late term abortion, now 
more than ever, we must stand up as New 
Yorkers to protect and defend our way of 
life from Albany overreach,” McDonough 
went on to state.

McDonough is in the middle of her 
second term on the Carmel town board 
and currently is on state Senator Terrence 
Murphy’s legislative team. She was also 
part of former state senator Greg Ball’s 
legislative office, acting as chief of staff 
at one time. The Mahopac high school 
graduate has lived in the district for 50 
years and has been involved in a myriad 
of community organizations. She has five 
children with her late husband Jimmy 
McDonough, whose life was cut short 
due to cancer in 2005. 

As a councilwoman, McDonough said 
in an email she’s made efforts to build 
improved communication between 
town departments and residents in 
order to keep them informed. Working 
with the town board, she and other 
councilmembers created a new garbage 
district at a lower price, pushed for 
capital improvements at town hall and 
established a new town website and 
emergency notification center. 

When asked over email how she thinks 
Katz has done in office, McDonough said, 
“I am going to run a positive campaign 
focused on the issues.  I intend to leave 
the politics to my opponents.”

As a staunch advocate for term limits, 
Katz has previously and repeatedly said 
he won’t run for reelection after this term 
expires. During a swearing-in ceremony 
at the Old Courthouse in Carmel last 
New Year’s Eve, Katz pointedly said, “This 
is the last term that I’ll be serving.”

Katz beat Democrat Andy Falk in 2014. 
He first burst onto the political scene back 
in 2010 when he earned his first term in 
the assembly. The district represents parts 
of Putnam and northern Westchester. 

“I can tell you that there’s nothing 
probably more important in ridding 
us of the corruption that is rampant up 
in Albany than term limits,” Katz said 
during Putnam’s inauguration. “There 
are some others, too, but trust me term 
limits can’t be more important. I am term 
limiting myself out, I challenge the rest of 
my colleagues to do the same.”

McDonough said she announced her 
interest in the seat earlier than usual in 
order to take the time to meet with as 
many residents as possible in Putnam 
and northern Westchester. She also noted 
that her campaign would be entrenched 
in a grassroots movement. 

“I can never keep up with the Albany 
money machine and party politics,” 
McDonough stated. “Honestly, I’m more 
interested in organic support from real 
people, friends and my fellow neighbors, 
with real concerns.”

Republican Emerges as Possible Candidate for Assembly Seat

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Carmel Councilwoman Suzi McDonough. 
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By Rick Pezzullo
Three days after joining an expanding 

field of candidates seeking the Republican 
nomination for the nation’s highest seat, 
George Pataki returned to his Peekskill 
roots Sunday to be amongst longtime 
friends and supporters who believe their 
“favorite son’ has what it takes to make it 
to the White House.

Several hundred people jammed 
into the Lincoln Depot Museum where 
President Abraham Lincoln stopped to 
make a brief historic speech in 1861 on 
his way to Washington D.C. to hear the 
equally lanky Pataki, who has never lost 
an election, proclaim why he should be 
taken seriously.

“I’m home,” Pataki declared to a throng 
of delirious, sign-waving believers. 
“Wherever I am, wherever I go, this is 
home. This is where my values were 
formed. This is where my heart is. I know 
the greatness of this country. We have to 
take this country back.”

Pataki, 69, grew up on a family farm 
in Peekskill. He was elected mayor of 
Peekskill in 1981, before being elected as 
a state Assemblyman, state Senator and 
Governor, where he served three four-
year terms, leaving office in 2006. Each 
time, Pataki was considered an underdog, 
which he jokingly referenced.

“If you look at his history people 
have always underestimated his ability 
to win elections,” said former Peekskill 
Mayor Vincent Vesce, who served as a 
councilman during Pataki’s three-and-a-

half years as mayor. “He’s proven to be a 
very honest guy and a guy people warm 
up to very quickly. He’s very articulate. 
He’s very sincere. He cares a great deal 
about this nation. I think he’s a longshot 
right now but he’s been a longshot in the 
past.”

Current Peekskill Mayor Frank Catalina 
said Pataki has “a knack for timing” when 
choosing what elected offices to seek.

“Those of us who know him know 
don’t count him out,” Catalina said. “I 
think there’s a path, certain things have 
to happen. I think George Pataki is 
exactly what this country needs. It would 
be amazing to have the President of the 
United States right here in Peekskill.”

In a four-minute video Pataki released 
last Thursday officially kicking off his 
campaign, he spoke about his beginnings 

in politics.
“When I was elected mayor the last 

thing in the world I thought of was that 
someday I could be governor of New York 
State. I was this unknown person from 
Peekskill, not exactly Manhattan or New 
York City,” he said. “America has a big 
decision to make about who we are going 
to be and what we are going to stand for. 
If we are to flourish as people, we have to 
fall in love with America again. We are all 
in this together. We, the people, can make 
a difference. When we stand together, we 
as Americans can accomplish anything.”

With 15 other Republicans actively or 
considering running for the party nod, 
former Peekskill Mayor and current 
Westchester County Legislator John Testa 
said Pataki “has the ability to stand out 
and move into the top tier of candidates.”

“We all have seen what he can make 
happen then,” Testa said. “We know he has 
been contemplating this decision to run 
for some time so for him to move forward 
is exciting. If the rest of the country gets 
to know the George Pataki we know 
he will do well. His record as an elected 
official and track record of campaigning 
are second to none.”

Deb Milone, executive director of the 
Hudson Valley Gateway Chamber of 
Commerce, said Pataki’s candidacy will 
provide an opportunity for Peekskill to 
showcase itself.

“Peekskill has a special place in 
political history. Our small community 
has produced senior statesmen at the 
local, state and national levels, as well as 
the notable achievement of having the 
first African-American Mayor (Richard 
Jackson) of a city in New York State,” 
she said. “Then there’s the story of a 
hometown kid named George Pataki 
who made it all the way to the Governor’s 
Mansion. Now, with Pataki’s sights set on 
the White House, regardless of politics, 
his presidential run will put Peekskill into 
the national spotlight.”

Pataki, who was accompanied by 
his wife of 41 years, Libby, director of 
tourism in Putnam County, at the rally, 
now lives in Garrison. He is currently Of 
Counsel with Chadbourne & Parke LLP, 
and president of his own small business, 
Pataki-Cahill Group, that works in energy, 
infrastructure, and clean-tech.

By Neal Rentz
Two Democrats, Nancy Sorbella and 

Dale Cusack, said last week they were 
running for the Kent Town Board.

Sorbella has lived in town for more 
than 25 years with her family “This is 
my first time running for elected office 
but I have always been involved in my 
community,” she said. “I think being a 
part of the town board or volunteering in 
any civic manner is a good way to give 
back and also to become aware of how 
local government works and to be an 
educated, engaged citizen.”

Sorbella said she wanted to 
continue the work of the current town 
administration and also find ways to 
promote recreational activities, and the 
“incredible arts, culture and creativity 
which I believe Kent is known for.”

“I am pleased with the manner with 
which our current town Supervisor 
(Maureen Fleming) is leading our town 
and that she is fiscally responsible, with 
a calm and rational demeanor which sets 
the tone for the entire administration,” 
she said. “I would work collaboratively 
with the administration to continue to 
forward the initiatives and efforts that 
they have been working on.

Sorbella, 54, discussed some of the 

issues she would work on if elected. “I am 
concerned also about the remediation of 
derelict properties. I have seen some solid 
efforts but not as townwide as perhaps 
should be,” she said. “In addition, to 
offsetting the tax burden with revenue 
projects I would like to explore grant-
based programs and opportunities for 
our citizens to support and enhance 
our cultural, recreational and economic 
initiatives. Looking at town-owned 
properties and the Route 52 corridor 
with this in mind would be a good place 
to start.”

Sorbella discussed her professional 

background and her community 
involvement. 

She has been a vice president of 
new business development for a direct 
marketing agency for more than 20 years. 

“I am currently on the board of 
directors at Careers for People with 
Disabilities and have been a passionate 
board member, past president and 
committee chair of the SUNY Cortland 
Alumni Board of Trustees, my alma 
mater, for 18 years. As the daughter of 
a veteran I am a member of the Ladies 
Auxiliary of the VFW.  Last year I was a 
top 40 individual fundraiser for Freezin 

for a Reason for Cystic Fibrosis,” Sorbella 
said. 

Cusack said he was also running 
for public office for the first time. ”My 
primary reason for running is to start 
giving back to my community with 
all of the knowledge and experience 
I have gained,” he said. “I have held 
various leadership roles in veteran’s 
organizations.”

The town board needs to reduce the tax 
burden on local residents, Cusack said.  

“I believe the most important issue 
facing this community is finding ways 
to increase revenue for the town in ways 
that will allow reducing property taxes for 
homeowners,” Cusack said. “I have seen a 
number of people pack up and leave the 
area because the taxes in other areas are 
a fraction of the amounts we pay here.”

Cusack is currently employed full 
time as a data processing development 
manager.  

Cusack, 68, served in the US Air 
Force in Vietnam and Korea, when 
the USS Pueblo was seized. He is an 
active member of the American Legion, 
Veterans’ of Foreign Wars and Disabled 
American Veterans. The organizations 
are active participant in programs for 
local youths and veterans, he said. 

Peekskill’s ‘Favorite Son’ Returns Home for Campaign Rally

Two Democrats Join Fleming, Run for Kent Town Board

Nancy Sorbella Dale Cusack

RICK PEZZULLO PHOTO
George Pataki addresses supporters at a campaign rally Sunday at the Lincoln Depot Museum in 
Peekskill.
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By David Propper
Sean and MJ Cadden always had a 

good relationship growing up as younger 
brother and older sister. 

That bond grew even closer on 
November 13, 2014. 

After Sean was diagnosed with cancer 
for the second time in five years, doctors 
made the decision that a bone marrow 
transplant was the best option to attack 
this deadly disease. While there is usually 
only a 25 percent chance that a sibling is a 
positive match, MJ happened to actually 
be in that small classification for Sean.

As a result, on Nov. 13, 2014, MJ was 
admitted for her marrow donation, 
which also happened to be the same 
day as Sean’s birthday. The next day, he 

received that marrow, a birthday gift not 
soon forgotten.

“I would assume they would have a 
good relationship, now it’s even more of 
a relationship because they tease each 
other in a way that’s kind of funny,” 
mother, Michele Cadden said. “They 
have something that will bind them 
together forever.”

Sean is the honorary chairperson for 
the Patterson Relay For Life, which is set 
to take place June 6 to June 7 from 7 a.m. 
to 7 a.m. The event will take place at the 
Patterson Fire Department on Burdick 
Road. So far, more than $56,000 has been 
raised to fight cancer.

Sean was originally diagnosed with 
Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia on 
November 22, 2010 when he was seven. 
What ensued was three and a half years 
of medication, chemotherapy, lumbar, 
punctures, and bone marrow biopsies. 
Finally in May 2014, he was given the 
clear by doctors and was in remission. 

But in August 2014, after a two-week 
vacation to celebrate Sean’s remission, 
he started to complain about pain in his 
legs and feet. After several tests, it was 
discovered Sean had cancer again. 

That’s when doctors wanted to get even 
more aggressive in treating Sean.

“We want to get rid of this so the 
most extreme way to go is a bone 
marrow transplant,” Michele, recalling 

what the doctors advised, said. “We’ve 
already done three and a half years of 
chemotherapy, they wanted to pick the 
strongest medicine in the cabinet per say 
and that was a bone marrow transplant.”

Despite all the grueling experiences 
he’s faced the last five years, Michele, who 
teaches in the Carmel school district, 
continues to be impressed and inspired 
by Sean’s persistence and his ability to 
bounce back and stay positive.

As of Monday, Sean is 193 days post-
transplant. Right now, he is what is 
considered in “maintenance,” which 

is disease-free, but still requiring of 
treatment like chemotherapy. 

And although living in a precarious 
position the last five years, Sean continues 
to make plans for a better future like 
playing baseball and looking forward 
to going back to school. This summer, 
Michele said Sean already has plenty of 
ideas of what he would like to do with 
warm weather finally here. 

“He has his down days, but for the 
most part, he really is, he’s a superhero, 
he’s superman,” Michele said. “He really 
is.”

Cadden Siblings Highlight Patterson Relay For Life

Soundview Prep School • 370 Underhill Avenue, Yorktown Heights, NY
914-962-2780 ext.108 • soundviewprep.org/summerprogram

open 
house 

STEAMSoundview Summer STEAM
• STEAM is an acronym for Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts and Mathematics 
• For grades 3 - 6 • Enroll in one or more weeks • Two sessions daily, June 29 - July 31

open 
house

Saturday, June 6
10 am - 1 pm

You’re invited

Saturday, June 6
10 am - 1 pm

COURTESTY OF THE CADDEN FAMILY
The Caddens (Sean, mother Michele, father Patrick, and sister MJ) have been through a lot the past five 
years, but they continue to persevere. 

COURTESTY OF THE CADDEN FAMILY
Sean and MJ Cadden have a bond not many 
siblings share. 

CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
The Tech Center at Yorktown

Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES
Yorktown Heights, NY

SECONDARY EDUCATION    
CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION – 

FULL-TIME VETERINARY TECHNICIAN INSTRUCTOR
Needed part-time, with the possibility of full-time,  
to teach Veterinary Science in the Health Career 

Academy. Work with advanced students and collaborate  
with other Health Academy teachers to 

develop integrated projects, new programs and/or initiatives.  
Please apply online at:  www.olasjobs.org.

CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION – 
FULL-TIME LAW ENFORCEMENT INSTRUCTOR

Full-time Law Enforcement Instructor needed for high school  
Career and Technical Education program.  

Experience in the field of Law Enforcement/Criminal Justice.  
Must possess or be willing to pursue NYS 

Certification. Background in Cyber Security preferred.  
Prefer experience teaching/working with high 

school students.  Please apply online at:  www.olasjobs.org.

CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION – 
FULL-TIME PRACTICAL NURSING INSTRUCTOR

Seeking a Full-time Theory and Clinical Instructor for part-time day 
Practical Nursing Program at P/NW BOCES Tech Center in Yorktown. 
Seeking an RN/BSN with strong Medical/Surgical experience to work  

as a Theory and Clinical Instructor from 7:45-2:45 p.m.  
For additional information, call Alyson Kistinger at 

(914) 248-2408. Email resume to akistinger@pnwboces.org.

r a v e i s . c o m
" T h e  b e s t  w e b s i t e  i n  r e a l  e s t a t e "

V O T E D  
#

1

Armonk  Briarcliff  Chappaqua  Hastings-on-Hudson  Irvington  Katonah  Rye  Scarsdale  Somers  Tarrytown  Yorktown 

1820 Commerce St, Yorktown Heights NY 10598

 Open  1 - 3 PM  Sunday  

YORKTOWN OFFICE    914.245.0460

Carmel 46 Beechmont Rd             Charming beautifully landscaped home

$169,999                              Andrea Mancusi
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To fi nd the right NYU Langone specialist for you, call 888.7.NYU.MED or visit nyulangone.org. 

Putnam Valley
11 Peekskill Hollow Road
Putnam Valley, NY 10579

Cortlandt Manor
1985 Crompond Road

Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567
(Coming in July)

Pawling
7 Chapin Lane

Pawling, NY 12564
(Coming in July)

Putnam Valley
201 Waterside Professional Park

Putnam Valley, NY 10579

NYU LANGONE INTERNAL MEDICINE PRACTICES

Pawling
7 Chapin Lane

Pawling, NY 12564

Cold Spring
1756 Route 9D

Cold Spring, NY 10516

Putnam Valley
11 Peekskill Hollow Road
Putnam Valley, NY 10579

Yorktown Heights
2050 Saw Mill River Road

Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

Cortlandt Manor
1978 Crompond Road

Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567

NYU LANGONE CARDIOLOGY PRACTICES

NYU LANGONE HAS LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT HUDSON VALLEY.
NEXT DAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE.

T:9.75”

T:11.82”

414745_NYU1539_PutnamExaminer_2015_P4C.indd   1 5/28/15   12:30 PM
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2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts and more to come at Somers Custom Framing!

By David Propper
Instead of tracking down a new pet 

store to buy all their pet items, Jamie and 
Ray Martinez decided to open up their 
own place instead. 

Before the Martinez couple opened 
Cold Spring Pet Supply, they used to go 
to the same location to buy all their pet 
needs. But with Reigning Dogs & Cats 
Too closing on Main Street, the couple 
was unsure where they could go outside 
the village to buy food and toys for their 
pets. That’s when they made a “spur of 
the moment decision,” as Jamie describes 
it, to keep a pet shop in Cold Spring.

“My husband and I just decided it’d be 
something fun to do,” Jamie said, noting 
they discussed it for only a couple of 
weeks before reaching a final verdict. 

After some renovations and tinkering, 
the shop opened about a month ago, 
allowing residents in the area to continue 
to come to the same location under a 
different name and ownership. Though 
some pet goods were kept as holdovers 
like food and treats, Jamie said they did 
purchase a fair amount of new inventory 
and hopes to incorporate more locally 
made items. 

Food and treats are the two items 
most regular customers buy, but the 

store also strives to be a one-stop shop 
offering toys, collars, beds, crates, bowls, 
shampoos, and clothes. Soon, the shop 
might be getting kittens for the display 
windows.

There is a grand opening this Friday 
starting at 6 p.m. and refreshments will 
be served. 

“We really do, even though we’re 
obviously not as large as something like a 
PetSmart, try to offer what people really 

need,” Jamie said. 
The Garrison residents moved from 

Atlanta almost a year ago and this is the 
first time they are owning a business. 
With Ray having an accounting 
background and Jamie an animal rescue 
background, the two have a perfect mix 
moving forward.

“I guess we do have experiences that 
are helpful for this,” Jamie, the owner of 
one dog and two cats, said. 

In Atlanta, Jamie worked as an 
adoption/rescue coordinator and then 
when they moved to New York, she 
started working at Mid-Hudson Animal 
Aid in Beacon as a shelter manager.  

After the couple got their first dog, 
Jamie was motivated to volunteer with 
animal based programs before getting a 
paid position at one organization. 

Jamie admits the fact that transitioning 
from one owner to the next in the same 
line of business made it doable for 
the couple, rather than starting a new 
business from scratch. Cold Spring Pet 
Supply already had a client base before it 
even opened the doors. 

“There’s nothing else that’s in 
Philipstown,” Jamie said. 

Cold Spring Pet Supply 
Cold Spring

Business 

of the Week

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Jamie Martinez stands inside Cold Spring Pet Supply, which is owned by her and her husband Ray.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
The outside of  the pet shop on Main Street in Cold Spring.

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

‘We really do, even 
though we’re obviously 

not as large as something 
like a PetSmart, try to 
offer what people really 

need.’- Jamie Martinez of 
Cold Spring Pet Supply
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Thomas E. Duke
Thomas E. Duke, of Brewster, died May 

23, at home. He was 49-years-old. Tommy 
was born April 20, 1966 in Yonkers, NY, 
son to John J. and Patricia (Winthal) 
Duke. On March 15, 1996 he married 
Nicole Powers. Tommy enjoyed reading, 
gardening and watching the NY Rangers. 
His biggest passion in life were his family 
and friends, they were his everything. 
Tommy was a cancer survivor and his 
wife biggest advocate and supporter 
has she fought her own cancer. Tom is 
survived by his loving wife Nicole, his two 
sons; Thomas M. Duke and Nicholas L. 
Duke; his siblings Margaret,John,Patricia, 
Stephanie,David and Billy. A memorial 
visitation will be held on Tuesday June 
2 from 4 p.m.-8 p.m. at Beecher Funeral 
Home, 1 Putnam Avenue, Brewster. A 
service will be held during hours at 7:30 
p.m.

Lino Pasqualone
Lino Pasqualone, 84, of Mahopac, died 

on May 25. Mr. Pasqualone was born 
on April 06, 1931 to Angelo Nazzareno 
and Maria (Amicucci) Pasqualone, in 
Tagliacozzo, Italy. He immigrated to the 

US in 1948 and on September 3, 1955 
he married Vittoria Torturo at Our Lady 
of Mt. Carmel, in Yonkers.   Before he 
retired Lino worked for 45 years for 
General Motors in Tarrytown and retired 
as a Maintenance Chief. He was also a 
member of U.A.W.U.   Survived by his 
devoted wife Vittoria, his son Angelo of 
Mahopac and daughter Linda Guerrera, 
of New Milford, CT, his sister Adrianna 
(Mrs. Donald Coloccia) of Yonkers, 
his brother Joseph of Manorville, six 
grandchildren; Michael and his wife 
Virginia “Ginny”, Christina, Johnny, 
Gregory, Joseph “JJ”, and Erick and two 
adoring great-grandchildren, Aria and 
Oliver all of whom he adored. He is 
predeceased by his sister Elide Amicucci, 
of Yonkers.

Yolanda P. Sarna
Yolanda P. Sarna of Carmel, died on 

Monday, May 25, at the age of 94. She 
was born in the Bronx, the daughter 
of Angelo and Elena (Constantino) 
Trongone. Yolanda, the 7th of 10 children 
born to Italian immigrant parents, grew 
up on Fish Avenue in the Bronx during 
the “Great Depression.” The family owned 
a large tract of land that would today be 
considered a farm. Yolanda was one of 
the rare few of her era that graduated 
from HS, skipping a grade along the way. 
During World War II she wrote letters to 
her 4 brothers and all of her brothers-law 
who were fighting over seas. After the war 
she went to work for the 7 Santini Brothers 
Moving Company where she rose to 
the position of head of the bookkeeping 
department; a position she occupied for 
many years until she married her husband 
Mike in 1955. She and Mike started their 
own family and she dedicated her life to 
being a devoted and loving wife, mother, 
grandmother, sister, aunt and cousin. She 
was a parishioner of St. James the Apostle 
Church and also active in the community 
as a member of the Columbiettes. She was 
loved and admired by her entire extended 

family and all who knew her. This is the 
extraordinary legacy of love that she leaves. 
She is survived by her daughter Antoinette 
Sarna and her husband Greg Stewart, her 
son Michael and his wife Donna, her 
son Angelo and his wife Teresa, and her 
grandchildren Angelo(Rachel), William, 
Daniel(Bethany), Jeremy, Michael, and 
Nicholas. She is also survived by her 
brothers-in-law Frank and Joseph Sarna, 
her sister-in-law Blanche Trongone, and 
many nieces, nephews, and cousins. She 
was predeceased by her husband of 48 
years, Michael J. Sarna, and nine brothers 
and sisters.

Myrtle Louise Antini
Myrtle (“Myrt”) Louise Antini, 78, 

of Brewster, died at 4:15 p.m., Monday, 
May 25 at Westchester Medical Center 
in Valhalla. She was born July 4, 1936 in 
Port Chester, the daughter of Eugene and 
Myrtle (Light) Schmeiler. She graduated 
from Port Chester High School, Class 
of 1954. She married Arthur Antini on 
January 15, 1955. They were married 60 
years. Myrt is survived by her husband, 
Arthur, and three children, Linda Penebre 
of Lake Carmel, Pamela Antini of Pawling, 
and Steven Antini and his wife, Amy of 
Raleigh, NC; her grandchildren Michael 
Penebre of Lake Carmel, Marcello and 
Leonardo Antini of Raleigh, NC; siblings, 
Roberta Kugel of Port Chester, Eugene 
Schmeiler and his wife, Louise of Vero 
Beach, FL, and James of Patterson. A loving 
wife, mother, grandmother, sister and aunt 
she treasured nothing more than time 
spent with family. She was a gifted cook, 
and you could always find her cheering 
on her beloved NY Yankees. Internment is 
private. Beecher Funeral Home, Brewster, 
NY, assisted the family with arrangements. 
Memorial donations in Myrt’s honor may 
be given to the Diabetes Research Institute 
(www.diabetesresearch.org), the Cancer 
Research Institute (www.cancerresearch.
org), or Ronald McDonald House Charities 
(www.rmhc.org).

PO Box 611, 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549

914-864-0878
www.TheExaminerNews.com

To advertise in The Examiner, 
call 914-864-0878

or e-mail 
advertising@theexaminernews.com

To inquire about paid subscriptions, email
subscriptions@theexaminernews.com 

for pricing and other details.

Adam Stone
astone@theexaminernews.com
Publisher

Laura Markowski
lmarkowski@theexaminernews.com
Associate Publisher

Peter Stone
pstone@theexaminernews.com 
Chief  Financial Officer

David Propper
dpropper@theexaminernews.com
Editor-in-Chief 

Neal Rentz
nrentz@theexaminernews.com
Reporter

Janine Bowen
jbowen@theexaminernews.com
Reporter

Ray Gallagher
rgallagher@theexaminernews.com
Sports Editor

Nikki Gallagher
nikki@theexaminernews.com
Community Calendar Editor

Bill Primavera
bprimavera@theexaminernews.com
Real Estate Editor

Dean Pacchiana
dpacchiana@theexaminernews.com
Page Designer

Dina Spalvieri
dspalvieri@theexaminernews.com
Ad Designer

Jeff  Ohlbaum
johlbaum@theexaminernews.com
Senior Account Executive

Corinne Stanton
cstanton@theexaminernews.com
Media Consultant

Member of

Examiner
 M E D I A

Examiner
The NORTHERN WESTCHESTER

also publishes 

Examiner
The PUTNAM

The Examiner

Examiner
WHITE PLAINSThe

Obituaries

The Putnam County SPCA would 
like to remind pet owners not to leave 
their pets unattended in parked vehicles, 
especially during periods of extreme 
heat. Temperatures in vehicles can rise 
40 or more degrees above the outside 
temperature causing suffering, irreversible 
damage to their health, and the possible 
death of the animal. It is a crime in New 
York State if the animal, left in a vehicle, is 
subjected to such heat and is punishable 
by a fine upwards of $100 or more. If an 
animal goes into distress as a result of it 
being subjected to extreme temperatures 
in a vehicle, the owner may be arrested for 
animal cruelty, a Class A Misdemeanor, 
and face a fine upwards of $1000 and/
or jail time up to one year. The Putnam 
County SPCA Humane Law Enforcement 
Department has begun random patrols 

of all shopping center parking lots within 
Putnam County during warm days and 
will continue to do so throughout the 
summer months as a proactive effort to 
prevent heat related injuries.

The attached sign is being distributed 
to interested businesses throughout the 
county to remind patrons to STOP and 
think about the consequences should 
they decide to leave their pet in a hot car.  
A copy can be requested by interested 
stores by calling the SPCA at 845-
520-6915.  It can also be downloaded 
and printed from the Putnam County 
SPCA’s Facebook page:  www.facebook.
com/PutnamCountySPCA?ref_
type=bookmark

The public can report pets left in 
vehicles on warm days or any other 
suspected animal cruelty by calling the 

Putnam County SPCA at our 24 hour 
animal cruelty hotline at 845-520-6915 or 
through our website: www.spcaputnam.
org. Calls can be kept confidential.

The Putnam County SPCA is a 501(c)3 
not for profit corporation which receives 
no funding from any government agency 
or the ASPCA.  Our mission is to prevent 
cruelty to all animals by enforcing the NYS 
cruelty statutes by our countywide humane 
law enforcement department, providing 
medical care and shelter to abused animals 
and providing Humane Education to 
schools and other interested groups.  We 
exist solely on donations of supporters 
who care about animals and how they are 
treated.  Given law enforcement powers by 
the State of New York, the Putnam County 
SPCA responds to calls of suspected animal 
cruelty throughout Putnam County.

Putnam SPCA Reminds Pet Owners Not to Leave Pets in Cars

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best 
to print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are  
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on the 
discretion of the editor. Please 
refrain from personal attacks. Email 
letters to Editor David Propper at  
dpropper@theexaminernews.com.  
The Putnam Examiner requires all 
letter writers provide their name, 
address and contact information.

Letters Policy
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Across
1 Turf
4 Place to hang your hat
7 Observed
10 Beatle wife
11 Australian runner
12 “Give it ___!”
13 Simple hanger
14 Lawyer’s org.
15 Patch
16 Historic region of Scotland or 
Garrison country club
19 Medley
20 People in general
21 Bk. after Exodus
22 Tax expert
25 Kind of trip
28 Vibe
30 Lewis & Clark would stop by this 
Ossining restaurant
for a meal
32 “Much ___ About Nothing”
34 Ruin
35 Casino play
36 Court
37 Wifely title
38 Thai Buddhist
39 It may be jellied or smoked
40 Reply to a captain
41 Bruin legend Bobby

Down
1 More starter
2 “Mourning Becomes Electra” 
playwright

3 Pooch, to a tot
4 Bell ring
5 Enclose in a harbor
6 Bat dung
7 Disrespect
8 Long time
9 Knock over
17 Hang around
18 Noble
23 Colorado city
24 Behind in one’s duty
26 Beta’s follower
27 Part of the pistil
29 New York’s ___ Place
30 Gift for a handyman, probably
31 European language
32 Miracle response
33 Bambi’s mom

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 17

845-225-7777 Ê

The Putnam  Ê
Humane SocietyÊ

Mia is a loyal and 
sweet girl. She would 

love to meet you!  Ê

By Isabella Fitzgerald
Westchester County Executive Rob 

Astorino released a four-point plan 
Tuesday in hopes of strengthening Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s “Enough is Enough” 
proposal that seeks to better protect 
victims of sexual assault on college 
campuses throughout the state.

Astorino was joined at Manhattanville 
College by Montrose resident Sarah 
Tubbs, a SUNY Stony Brook graduate 
and a victim of an on-campus rape, law 
enforcement officials and sexual assault 
victim advocates to formally announce 
the plan. Putnam County Executive 
MaryEllen Odell was also there in 
support of the plan.

“Colleges have a right to create their 
own code of personal conduct for 
students, but they no longer should 
be defining and adjudicating crimes,” 
Astorino said. “That should be left to 
police and district attorneys.”

The sexual assault bill proposed by 
Cuomo is currently before the state 
legislature but would still allow colleges 
and universities to conduct sexual 
assault investigations and adjudicate the 
matters.

Astorino’s plan calls for a college or 
university employee to be charged with 
a Class B misdemeanor if he or she has 
knowledge of an alleged sexual assault 
and fails to report the matter to local 

law enforcement authorities.
It also requires colleges and 

universities to provide an independent 
victim advocate for students by having 
the schools enter into formal agreements 
with state-certified rape crisis agencies. 
Promotion of these services on 
campuses would be mandatory, as well 
as providing information for students at 
the beginning of the school year.

Another point is to enhance training 
of local police departments free of 
charge. The program, which Astorino 
called  “Start by Believing” training, 
is so law enforcement officials have 
greater sensitivity and knowledge on 
how to deal properly with sexual assault 
victims. Locally, the county’s police 
academy would provide this enhanced 
training offered by the Westchester 
County Department of Public Safety, 
Astorino said.

He also wants to see his proposed 
Victim’s Bill of Rights incorporated into 
the state legislation. It addresses topics 
such as appropriate interactions among 
local authorities, colleges and victims 
and establishes protocols on rape test 
kits.

In addition, Astorino asked that the 
county pay $20,000 to train advocates 
of sexual assault victims in Westchester.

Odell, a Republican, voiced support 
for the measures brought forth by the 

Republican Astorino.
“Putnam County has an educated 

workforce,” Odell said, according to a 
press release, “I represent families who 
send their children to college. As a 
mother of two children who have gone 
to college, I can tell you that parents 
expect a college or university to give their 
child an education. If there is a crime, 
especially one of rape or sexual assault, 
you expect law enforcement to handle it, 
not a college official. I wholeheartedly 
think that an independent victim 
advocate should be readily available so 
a victim has immediate access to trusted 
support and advice. I also agree that 
the investigation of any report of rape 
or sexual assault should be handled 
exclusively through law enforcement 
agencies not college security officers.”

Tubbs said she strongly supports 
Astorino’s efforts to seek justice against 
perpetrators of sexual assault after she 
said her own college failed her following 
her rape on campus. SUNY Stony Brook 
has yet to release the report of a rape 
test kit from her attack about two years 
ago.

“Something needs to change,” 
Tubbs said. “I do think this gives the 
opportunity for victims to be more 
supported.”

David Propper contributed to this 
report.

Astorino, Odell, Urge Stronger State College Campus Sexual Assault Bill

ISABELLA FITZGERALD PHOTO
Westchester County Executive Rob Astorino 
speaks at a press conference to address on 
campus sexual assault last week.  
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 June 6-7 

Patterson Firehouse 
13 Burdick Road 
 

Beginning at noon Saturday with an 
opening ceremony and ending Sunday 
morning with breakfast, this 24-hour 
event includes a silent auction, food, DJ 
Joey C, bands, contests, games and 
more! Come walk with us in our fight 
against cancer! 
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RELAY FOR LIFE
Sat., June 6th

Patterson 
Firehouse

13 Burdick Road

We are Proud to Support Relay For Life!
Watch for our Extended Summer Hours!

31 Route 22, Pawling, NY Next to Dollar General
845-493-0262 •  Open 7 Days

PLUMBING • HEATING • WATER TREATMENT

845-278-0300
“A Ful l  Serv ice ,  Fami ly Owned and Operated,

L icensed and Insured Plumbing Company”

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

               "Serving the Hudson Valley's residents for over 40 Years"
We Support Relay for Life 

                          

Septic Systems
Installation & Repair

Trucking

“Quality You Can Drive on”

“Paving the Way to a Beautiful  Home or Business”

Lic.# P.C 700 Lic.# W.C 5625-H93

L i c e n s e d , B o n d e d  &  I n s u r e d

Blacktop/Asphalt
Sealing

Residential & Commercial

Excavation

10% OFF 
Showroom
With mention of ad

Proudly Supporting 
Relay for Life

 
845-628-9106   sales@midcountylighting.com 

 

We can help you 
go from this ....

Get your home 
ready for the 

holidays !

to this!

10% OFF 
Showroom
With mention of ad

Generators, Pool Heaters, Complete 
high effi ciency heating and cooling 

systems now on summer sale!
Licensed, insured and bonded! 

Quality guaranteed! 

845 628-1330
sclafanioil.com

15%  of  the  proceeds  in  this  promotion   will  be  donated  to  the  American  Cancer  Society
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Current estimates show that one in 
five Americans will develop skin cancer 
in their lifetime, according to statistics 
gleaned by the American Academy of 
Dermatology.

Melanoma – the deadliest form of skin 
cancer – accounts for 50,000 new cases 
diagnosed each year in the U.S.

In Putnam County, a 2013 study by the 
New York State Department of Health and 
New York State Cancer Registry showed 
that between 2006 and 2010 the incidence 
of melanoma occurred in an average of 22 
people per year.

Detection and diagnosis are critical as 
most melanomas can be cured if found 
early.

Each year, Putnam Hospital Centers 
hosts a free skin cancer screening in 
collaboration with the American Academy 
of Dermatology’s SPOTme Skin Cancer 
Screening Program. This year’s is from 
4:30 p.m. to 8 p.m., Wednesday, June 17, 
in the hospital’s Wagner Cancer Pavilion, 
670 Stoneleigh Ave.

Four dermatologists -- Salvatore 
DiGrandi, MD, Andrew Gutterman, MD, 
Jeffrey Schachne, MD, of the Mount Kisco 
Medical Group and Cindy Hoffman, 
DO -- will conduct the screenings. The 
physicians are on the medical staff at 
Putnam Hospital Center.

In accordance with the American 
Academy of Dermatologists, the physicians 
performing the free screenings are 
prohibited from treating the participants.

If a suspicious lesion is detected, 
participants are told of the importance 
of a follow-up examination. It is their 
responsibility to arrange for an exam with 
a dermatologist of their choice.

Registration for the free skin cancer 
screening at Putnam Hospital Center is 
required. Please call Sarena Chisick at 
845-279-5711 ext. 6263 or email her at 
schisick@health-quest.org

Advertise in 
The Examiner. 
Call 864-0878 today!

get 
NOTICED!

Advertise in
The Putnam

Examiner
Call 914-864-0878 today!

Senator Sue Serino today announced that Putnam Valley firefighter, Frank Rush, was awarded the State’s highest honor for his 
heroic rescue of  70 year-old Moises Dreszer. 
“Heroism comes in many forms,” said Senator Serino. “And action in the face of  trouble is what sets a hero apart from a 
complicit crowd. Frank Rush is a true hero and I am proud to recognize him as such by presenting him with New York’s Liberty 
Metal.”
In January of  this year, 70 year-old Moises Dreszer collapsed in Grand Central Station. It was there that Rush, a member of  the 
Marine Reserves, administered CPR compressions that kept Dreszer alive until help from the MTA Police could arrive.  
The New York State Senate Liberty Award is considered the State’s highest honor, only being presented to citizens who merit 
special commendation for acts of  exceptional valor and dedication. 
Rush, home on leave from Reserve training, was in Albany Tuesday to accept the award during the Legislative Session. 

Serino Awards Local Hero State’s Highest Honor

Improving mental, emotional and 
behavioral (MEB) health is a top priority 
in Putnam County’s Community Health 
Improvement Plan (CHIP). This May, 
Mental Health Month, the Putnam 
County Department of Health is 
promoting the advantages of addressing 
mental health symptoms as early as 
possible, before symptoms escalate. This 
in fact is the theme of the 2015 Mental 
Health Month, conceived in today’s 
texting parlance as “B4Stage4.”

 “Unaddressed mental health issues 
can escalate to critical levels and 
potentially lead to suicide,” says County 
Executive MaryEllen Odell. “That’s 
why our mental health providers and 
community partners are working hard to 
treat these problems head on and early in 
the process.”

Health Commissioner Allen Beals, 
MD, points out that, “When we think 
about heart disease or cancer, we don’t 
wait to treat them. We start as soon as 
possible—before stage 4. We should 
do the same for individuals who have 
mental health issues and Putnam’s 
Mental Health Association is taking the 
lead to make this happen.”

Research shows that ignoring 
symptoms results in precious lost 
time. It is during the earliest years that 

individuals still have support through 
family and friends, and at school and 
work, that improve recovery efforts and 
outcomes. Intervening then can change 
the life trajectory of people living with 
mental illnesses. (See attached fact sheet 
on warning signs.)

Megan Castellano, executive director 
of the Mental Health Association 
in Putnam County, Inc., and Marla 
Behler, program coordinator for the 
Child Advocacy Center of Putnam 
County, have been instrumental in this 
community effort. Together they co-
chair the Suicide Prevention Task Force 
that started in 2013. Other task force 
members and CHIP partners include 
the Mental Health Providers Group; the 
Putnam County Department of Health; 
the Putnam County Department of 
Social Services, Mental Health and the 
Youth Bureau; Putnam Hospital Center; 
and the Veterans Task Force.

Everyone is encouraged to learn the 
signs and to ask for help if needed. 
The Mental Health Association in 
Putnam County’s national organization, 
Mental Health America, has fact sheets 
and online adult screening tools for 
depression, anxiety, bipolar disorder 
and post-traumatic stress disorder at its 
website, under “Finding Help.” The web 

address is: www.mentalhealthamerica.
net.

Mental Health Month, commemorated 
each May, was started 66 years ago 
by the Mental Health America to 
raise awareness about mental health 
conditions and the importance of good 
mental health for everyone.

The Mental Health Association in 
Putnam County, Inc. is a non-profit 
organization whose mission is to promote 
a vision of recovery for individuals and 
families coping with mental health issues 
in our community. This is accomplished 
through several specialized, community-
based programs. For further information, 
visit their website at http://www.
mhaputnam.org

The Health Department’s mission 
is to improve and protect the health 
of Putnam County residents through 
prevention of illness and injury. Core 
services include community health 
assessment, disease surveillance and 
control, environmental health protection, 
family health promotion, emergency 
preparedness and health education. 
For more information, please visit the 
website at www.putnamcountyny.com; 
or the social media sites on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/putnamhealth  and 
Twitter @PutnamHealthNY. 

Free Skin Cancer 
Screening at 
Putnam Hospital 
Center

Health Dept. Pushes “B4Stage4” for Early 
Mental Health Treatment
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Soon after I moved into 
my new residence at Trump 
Park in Yorktown, a neighbor 
named Dan Potter introduced 
himself to me as a retired New 
York City fireman. He said that 
he had read my column about 
Fireman Joe who instructed 
school children about fire 
safety in the home. 

Potter told me not to forget 
about seniors who have a much 
higher risk of dying from fire 
in their homes than the rest of 
the population and that he had 
done educational programs on 
the subject. 

This week we got together 
and I learned many new things, 
some surprising, including his personal 
history. 

Potter had been at the World Trade 
Center on Sept. 11, arriving between 
the times the first and second planes hit 
the towers. His wife, Jean, was working 
in Tower 1 on the 81st floor, and for 
some hours he didn’t know whether she 
had made it out of the building.  After 
searching at the site and at his apartment 
just a block away and not finding her, 
he collapsed on a bench in despair and 
a passing photographer captured the 
moment. That photograph appeared 
around the world and now is featured 
in the 9/11 Memorial Museum next to 
Potter’s helmet with his ladder company 
number “31” which he wore that day.  

We started our interview 
with a quiz. “Do you know 
why Fire Prevention Week is 
the first week in October?” he 
asked. 

When I confessed that I had 
no idea, he informed me that it 
was enacted by Congress after 
the Great Chicago Fire, which 
burned Oct. 8-10, 1871.  

He proceeded to talk about 
fire prevention.

“While most people have 
smoke detectors in their 
homes, the batteries are 
frequently dead,” Potter said. 
“Or they can be cooking, the 
alarm goes off, they might take 
them down, take the batteries 

out and not put them back.” 
But some really surprising information 

followed. “Citizens over 65 are twice 
as likely to die in a fire than the general 
population,” he said. “And once they 
reach 85, they are five times as likely to 
die in a fire as the general population, and 
in the same room in which the fire starts. 
By that age, a senior’s mobility is slower, 
they don’t have the same sense of smell, 
they may be on medication and are not as 
alert, they may smoke in bed, they may 
be careless in their dress, be cooking and 
their clothes catch on fire…”

Potter’s next question caught me off 
guard. “Have you ever been in a fire?” 

“No,” I responded. 
“Do you think you really know what 

fire is?” Potter asked. “Do you think it has 
sound? Do you know how fast it is? How 
hot it is?” 

I didn’t have answers. He took out his 
computer and showed me a controlled 
demonstration of a sofa catching fire. 
Within 30 seconds there was intense heat. 
Within one minute there was no way 
that a person could stand. Within two 
minutes, the room was engulfed in flames 
and within three minutes there was total 
conflagration. All the while, there was 
silence, not the crackling of wood and the 
roar we would expect from a romantic 
fire.

“When we hear stories about expecting a 
parent to run back into a house to rescue a 
child, sadly the heat is so intense, so much 
more than anyone has ever experienced, it 
just doesn’t happen,” Potter said. 

There was one last sobering thought 
that Potter conveyed to me. When the 
Avalon, a large New Jersey condominium 
complex burned to the ground recently, it 
went very quickly. 

“Yes, that was a combustible building, 
stick-built of wood. In this day and age, 
it’s a wonder that multiunit buildings of 
that type are still allowed,” he said. 

I wondered about my building.
“It’s non-combustible, made of cement 

and steel,” Potter said.
It’s scary to consider the number of 

people who live in multiunit condos 
and apartments that are of combustible 
construction. I would urge readers to be 
aware of escape instructions. For those 

of you living in single-family dwellings, 
listen to your children who learn fire 
safety tips at school. Check every smoke 
detector in the house and be prepared in 
an emergency to get out!

For more information about fire safety, 
visit www.nfpa.org.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com). His real estate site is: www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his blog is: 
www.TheHomeGuru.com. To engage the 
services of The Home Guru and his team 
to market your home for sale, call 914-522-
2076.

Stunning Information About Exercising Fire Safety at Home

The Rationale Behind A Wine Snob’s Thought Process
When I was  

younger I drank 
wine to be sociable, 
to be used as a prop 
for an engaging 
conversation, 
either with the 
other sex or with 
friends seeking to 
engage the other 
sex. And of course 

when I was even younger, I drank for the 
sake of getting a buzz at the lowest cost. 

As I matured (chronologically), I 
transitioned to enjoying wine for its 
ethereal qualities. Through trial and error 
I developed my personal preferences for 
aromas, flavors and balance.

After many years of honing my 
personal preferences, I now possess a 
trained palate that instinctively discerns 
the components of a glass of wine. I’ve 
also learned the techniques in evaluating 
the characteristics and nuances of a glass 
of wine when first assessing it. Some are 
subtle; others are rather flamboyant. 

To the typical tippler, these seemingly 
unorthodox techniques raise questions 
in their minds of the sanity of self-
proclaimed oenophiles. But rather 
than intending to be supercilious or 

intentionally ostentatious, 
there is a specific rationale 
behind each gesture and 
gesticulation I’ve learned 
over the years.

A freshly opened 
bottle of wine reacts 
and responds to its new 
environment – but not without difficulty. 
To fully appreciate the wine, to quickly 
release its aromas and flavors, and to fully 
enjoy its bouquet and taste, it is helpful 
to provide assistance to the poured wine. 

Connoisseurs  approach a freshly 
poured glass with several unorthodox 
techniques:

Holding a glass high above one’s 
head and peering into the poured wine. 
The rationale: the color of a wine is the 
first indication of its body (the darker 
the color the more full bodied and vice 
versa). It also is a predictor of the stage 
of its life cycle. (Look for contrasting 
color on the edges of a poured red wine; 
a brownish hue indicates the wine may 
be oxidized or past its prime, or both.)

Vigorously swirling the wine on 
a surface like a whirling dervish. 
Corollary: vigorously twirling the glass 
in mid-air. The rationale: while it may 
appear dangerous and a bit frivolous, 

this allows oxygen to enter 
the glass, provoking latent 
aromas to be released for 
evaluation and enjoyment. 
Warning: master this 
technique in the privacy 
of your home before 
attempting it in public. I 

have ruined several tablecloths over the 
years.

Inserting one’s nose deeply into the 
glass and loudly sniffing and inhaling 
the contents. The rationale: the aromas 
of wine number in the thousands. The 
olfactory senses capture and discern 
these aromas and provide a broad and 
deep appreciation for the wine before 
tasting. The closer one’s nose to the 
surface of the wine, the more the aromas 
waft into the nostrils and through the 
nasal passages. This technique provides 
the greatest measure of one’s opinion of 
the wine. 

Chewing before swallowing. An axiom 
I follow for wine, not just for food. The 
rationale: one’s tongue and mouth are 
the repositories of the sense of taste. To 
sip and swallow in one motion is to miss 
the experience of fully appreciating the 
flavors in wine. Instead, hold that sip in 
your mouth and slosh it around as if you 

are gargling. The wine will coat and be 
absorbed by your taste receptors. The 
sound of this in mixed company may 
initially be off-putting, but once you 
convince others of the merits of this 
technique, your slurping will be lost in 
the cacophony of the group’s ode to joy.

Breathe in, breathe out. Immediately 
after swallowing, an audible sound is 
made, similar to that when slowly sucking 
air through a straw. The rationale: when 
swallowing, wine passes through the 
nasal receptors in the rear of the mouth, 
providing another opportunity to savor 
the bouquet and aromas of the wine. 

Do the means justify the desired 
result? It depends on two considerations: 
your desire to enhance your drinking 
experience and refine your palate and 
your level of self-confidence as you 
subject yourself to quizzical stares.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

BILL PRIMAVERA PHOTO
Dan Potter, a retired New York City fireman who 
responded on Sept. 11, with a photo of  himself  
that appeared worldwide.
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By Janine Bowen
With only weeks left in the current 

state legislative session, Westchester 
and Putnam school officials are urging 
lawmakers to halt the proposed Education 
Transformation Act of 2015. 

At a press conference last Thursday at 
Harrison High School, parents and school 
officials from more than 40 districts 
across the two counties demanded the 
immediate suspension of Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s recent education bill, which in 
part deals with teacher evaluations, the 
use of state testing and teacher tenure. 
A group of local superintendents is also 
asking that the state use experts to develop 
a high quality and research-based teacher 
evaluation system. 

“School superintendents…are in favor 
of rigorous accountability. They’re in 
favor of meaningful kinds of assessments 
for kids,” said Harrison Schools 
Superintendent Louis Wool. “What 
we’re not in favor of is this misguided, 
misinformed, completely misaligned-
from-research reform that we have been 
forced to follow. It is unfair, it’s ineffective 
and today we said no more.”

A panel of superintendents from 
six Westchester districts referred to 
the current education situation as a 
“crisis” detrimental to students that will 
negatively alter the teaching profession. 
Wool said state tests, which will count 
for at least half of a teacher’s Annual 
Professional Performance Review (APPR) 
score under Cuomo’s reform, are given 
too much weight. 

Wool recalled his experience as a 
teacher, which focused on interaction 
with students, lesson planning and 
collaboration with colleagues and parents. 
Now a teacher’s effectiveness will be rated 
on state test scores and two observation 
periods, he said. 

Under the system, which educators 
said is flawed, teachers can be rated as 
ineffective, developing, effective or highly 
effective. New teachers who receive a 
score of ineffective or developing for two 
consecutive years would automatically be 
fired.

Superintendents at Thursday’s press 

conference noted that multiple tools 
must be used to evaluate a teacher’s 
effectiveness. A previous recommendation 
was made to include conferences, student 
surveys and student projects but Cuomo’s 
legislation excludes those criteria from 
consideration.

Pleasantville Superintendent of Schools 
Mary Fox-Alter explained that the current 
system uses preordained conclusions. 
When superintendents, parents and 
teachers have made comments, their 
words have been taken out of context in 
order to fit this conclusion, Fox-Alter said. 

She also stated that cut scores used 
to grade standardized tests are set up to 
guarantee a certain number of students 
will fail. 

Byram Hills Superintendent Dr. 
William Donahue noted that with so much 
emphasis placed on standardized tests, 
teachers will soon become accountable 
to Albany rather than parents. Educators 
fear the system would eliminate creativity 
and innovation in schools and teachers 
would stop encouraging students to take 
risks by enrolling in challenging classes 
because their performance could be 
detrimental to a teacher’s career. 

“No one is going to be willing to try 
something new, try something different, 
to put students into opportunities that 
they haven’t had before because the worry 
and the fear is going to be dramatic for 
them,” said Ardsley Superintendent 
Lauren Allen. 

Donahue said the changes will 
ultimately have an impact on property 

values, which are closely tied to the quality 
of public schools. 

Parents noted that greater emphasis on 
testing is already negatively impacting 
the youngest students. Lisa Eggert-Litvin, 
co-chair of the New York Suburban 
Consortium for Public Education and 
co-president of the Hastings-on-Hudson 
PTSA, said there’s been a reduction in 
school play time for kindergartners 
because more time is needed to focus on 
testing. 

“What we are hearing, especially at 
the elementary level, is children saying ‘I 
don’t want to go to school, I don’t like it,’” 
she said. 

More than 200,000 parents statewide 
exercised their option to keep their 
children from sitting for the state ELA 
and Math tests in April. Valhalla School 
District Superintendent Dr. Brenda Myers 
said officials have been told that the opt-
out won’t affect APPR scores, which runs 
counter to research and common sense 
regarding data usage. 

Wool said that while superintendents 
will continue to follow policies 
implemented by government, they have a 
responsibility to advocate against policies 
they disagree with. Superintendents are 
urging residents to send letters to their 
state officials and educate friends and 
neighbors about the issues. Residents are 
also being asked to sign an online petition 

calling on elected officials to suspend and 
amend the Education Transformation 
Act. The petition, which can be accessed 
by visiting http://bit.ly/GetItRightNY, had 
more than 600 signatures at the time of 
the press conference. 

Several New York legislators are 
already supporting suspension of the 
Education Transformation Act. Although 
local state representative were unable 
to attend Thursday’s event, they sent a 
representative, Nancy Fisher, to speak on 
their behalf. Reading from a statement 
penned by lawmakers from Westchester, 
Dutchess, Putnam and Suffolk counties, 
including Westchester Assembly 
members Tom Abinanti, Amy Paulin and 
David Buchwald, Fisher said they support 
a one-year delay in the implementation 
of new state Education Department 
regulations and call for a research-based 
evaluation system that utilizes multiple 
types of student data. 

“Allowing for a delay gives the legislature 
the time to create a meaningful teacher/
principal evaluation system without going 
through multiple unnecessary stages,” 
Fisher said. 

Stephen Jambor, president of the 
Brewster Board of Education, said he 
believes it will take at least two years to 
create a proper teacher evaluation system 
and collect enough data to prove that it is 
effective and fair. 
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School Officials to State: Wait to Get Education Bill Right
‘The people of New York need 

to put the burden of proof 
back in Albany before they 
start rolling out any more 
of this Mickey Mouse stuff 

because it’s causing children-
-our children--to suffer 

unnecessarily, and that’s not 
the purpose of education,’- 

Brewster Board of Education 
president Stephen Jambor
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Register Now: 
Town of Putnam Valley Recreation 

Dept Summer Camps: FMI: www.pvpr.
com
Save the Date: 
Ongoing: 

Outdoor Summer Concerts: Free and 
open to the public, summer concert at the 
Putnam Valley Town Park for summer 
line up and more info visit. www.pvpr.
com

Homework Help - Sharper Skills at 
Kent Library through June 17:  The Kent 
Public Library will continue to offer it’s 
Sharper Skills - Homework Help program 
through Wednesday, June 17.  A tutor is 
available in the local history/genealogy 
room of the library every Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday from 4 p.m. 
to 6 p.m., and Saturdays from 1 p.m. to 
3 p.m.   Sharper Skills is an extra help 
program for students levels K-12 and 
individuals seeking secondary completion 
according to the new NY standards. No 
appointment necessary! Program offers; 
homework help, assistance with projects, 
study guidance, etc.

Marge’s Knitting Circle June 24, July 
22 and Aug. 26, from 6:30 p.m.-8 p.m. at 
Support Connection, 40 Triangle Center, 
Suite 100, Yorktown Heights.
Monday’s: 

Crafts for Kids: The Kent Public Library 
will be presenting a series of free DIY (do 
it yourself) Crafts for Kids, ages 8 to 11, 
on the first three Mondays in May from 
4 p.m. to 5 p.m.  Registration is required, 
and there is still room available for the 
programs on May 11 and 18. On May 11 
kids will  make their own pasta necklace 
and find out what other cool things they 
can create with uncooked food.  On May 
18 kids will create colorful bowls using 
yarns and their own creativity. Please 
register by calling the library at 845-225-
8585 or going to the library’s website at 
WWW.KENTLIBRARY.ORG.  The Kent 
Public Library is located at 17 Sybil’s 
crossing, Kent Lakes. 

Artists’ Drop-in at Reed Library:  
12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.  Artists are invited 
to drop-in to the library on Monday 
afternoons with their pencils, pads and 
paints for a creative afternoon.  This 
session will provide camaraderie but 
not instruction.  Please call the library if 
interested, 845-225-2439.
Tuesday’s: 

Certified Application Counselor 
from Open Door will be available to 
answer questions and make appointments 
for consumers to enroll in the Health 
Insurance Marketplace. 3 p.m.-7 p.m. 
Brewster Public Library. Walk-ins are 
welcome, but to schedule an appointment, 
please call 914-502-1478 or email 
insurancecoverage@odfmc.org. For more 
information about either of these services, 
call the Brewster Public Library at 845-
279-6421
Wednesday’s:

Wednesdays is Ladies Day: Ladies 
will receive a round of golf and lunch at 
the Terrace Grill for $50. Special Menu 
Selections. Wednesday only. For more 
information/Questions please call 845-
424-3604, or visit out website www.
thegarrison.com.

In-Stitches Knitting Club at Reed 
Library (845-225-2439).  Wednesday 
mornings 10:30 a.m. to noon and 
Thursday evenings 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.  
Beginners and experienced knitters and 
crocheters are welcomed in this fun and 
friendly group.  
Thursday’s:

Basic Drawing at Reed Library:  10 
a.m. to noon.  Learn basic watercolor 
techniques in a fun and supportive class 
perfect for beginners.  Materials provided.  
Please call the library to register, 845-225-
2439.  

Foreclosure Counseling will be 
offered by Putnam County Housing 
Corporation (PCHC). 4:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m. 
If you’re facing foreclosure, PCHC may 
be able to help. PCHC, a HUD-certified 
Housing Agency, offers free confidential 
counseling to assist you in negotiating 
with your mortgage company. Brewster 
Public Library. Walk-ins are welcome, 
or call 845-225-8493 ext.201 to schedule 
time.

Reed Memorial Library presents, 
Beginning Yoga and Crafts for children 
ages 3 - 5.  Thursdays 10:30 a.m.-11:30 
p.m., Feb. 5-March 5th. Wear comfortable 
clothes and bring a mat or large towel if 
you have one.   Call to Register 845-225-
2439
Saturday’s: 

Technical Help at the Kent Public 
Library: On Saturday mornings in May 
and June from 10 a.m. to noon the Kent 
Public Library will be offering drop 
in technical help.  Bring your tablets, 
smartphones, computers and other 
devices, and our tech expert, Sergio, will 
help you solve problems and learn to use 

your devices to do more things. The Kent 
Library computer lab will also be open.  
There is no charge, and no appointment is 
necessary. For more information, call the 
Kent Public Library at 845-225-8585 or go 
to KentLibrary.org.  
Cancer Support: 

Support Connection, Inc., a not-for 
profit organization that provides free, 
confidential support services for people 
affected by breast and ovarian cancer, 
offers a wide range of free support groups 
women with breast and ovarian cancer. 
Groups focus on topics pertaining to living 
with cancer through all stages of diagnosis, 
treatment and post-treatment. They 
are offered in Westchester, Putnam and 
Dutchess, and by toll-free teleconference. 
For a complete calendar of groups at all 
locations, visit www.supportconnection.
org. Advance registration is required for 
all groups; call 914-962-6402 or 800-532-
4290.

Save the Date: June 13. Relay for Life. 
Mahopac High School 24hr event. FMI: 
www.relyforlife.org
Tuesday, June 2 

Kent Nature Almanac Photo 
Competition Opens at Kent Library:  The 
winning images of Kent Nature Almanac 
Photo Competition are on exhibit at the 
Kent Library this month. Photographers 
were asked to submit a maximum of 
three photos. The images were judged 
on artistic merit and expression of the 
nature and beauty of Kent.   Many of the 
pictures are immediately recognizable 
scenes from around town, others are 
abstract art. After the month long show, 
the photographs will be exhibited in the 
lobby of the Kent Town Hall.  Ends June 
30. It is sponsored by Kent Conservation 
Advisory Committee. Charged with the 
preservation and improvement of the 
quality of the natural environment of our 
town, the all-volunteer committee also 
conducts programs and hikes, maintains a 
natural resource inventory, and publishes 
the monthly nature almanac. To subscribe 
to the nature almanac and to learn more 
about the Kent Advisory Committee: 
http://kentcac.info/wp/.

Summer Story times at the Kent 
Library: Registration begins for summer 
story times at the Kent Library.  In June 
we will have two Wednesday gazebo story 
times for preschool children at 11 a.m. on 
June 10 and June 24, and a Saturday story 
time for children ages 3 to 5 at 10:30 a.m. 
on June 20.  The Kent Library’s regular 
weekly story times will resume on July 
7th, with programs for tots and toddlers 
Tuesdays at 10:30 am, toddlers and twos 
Tuesdays at 11:30am, twos and threes 
Wednesdays or Thursdays at 11:30 am, 
threes and fours on Wednesdays at 10:30 
am, and fours and fives on Thursdays at 
10:30am.  For more information or to 
register your child for these story times 
please call 845-225-8585 or go to www.

kentlibrary.org
Conquer, Overwhelm + Boost Your 

Business’ Bottom Line: Guest Speaker: 
Maureen C. Jacobson, CEO, mcj Business 
Advisors, LLC.  Top 3 Things that 
Keep Business Owners Overwhelmed, 
Underpaid + Struggling, And How to 
Fix It!” Location: Freight House Cafe, 
609 Route 6.  Mahopac. (Located behind 
Putnam Music Center and Salon Uccelli) 
6 p.m.-8 p.m. Includes appetizers. Cash 
Bar.  $20 pp PWP Members, $25 Non 
Members. Register online to attend: www.
professionalwomenofputnam.com

The Reads at Reed Book Club:  7 p.m. 
to discuss the book “Home Front”  by 
Kristin Hannah.  The meeting will be held 
at Reed Memorial Library.  Contact 845-
225-2439 with any questions.
Wednesday, June 3

Lotus Flower Lantern Workshop: 
Patterson Library, 1167 Rte. 311 Patterson. 
7 p.m. Enjoy making a beautiful lotus 
flower lantern, learning about Korean art, 
and tasting delicious Korean desserts with 
members of the Korean Spirit and Culture 
Promotion Project. 18+ only. Registration 
required, space is limited. To register or 
for more information, visit us online at 
www.pattersonlibrary.org and click on 
calendar or call 845-878-6121 x10. Free 
program.
Thursday, June 4

Senior Classes:  Putnam County Office 
for Senior Resources Computer Learning 
Center for Seniors will hold registration. 
William Koehler Senior Center, 180 
Route 6 in Mahopac and the Putnam 
Valley Senior Center, 117 Town Park 
Lane, Putnam Valley.  Registration hours 
at both sites will be from 9:30 a.m. – 11 
a.m. Anyone 55 or older can register for 
a variety of computer classes from basic 
to advanced, to using an iPad, to Digital 
Photography.  To view the available 
classes visit us at www.putnamrsvp.com/
clc. Register in person or call Judy Kolt at 
(845) 277-5422 or email her at jak4dogs@
verizon.net.  If anyone is interested in 
volunteering, please call

Annual Wine Tasting Event: Brewster 
Rotary  6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Vail’s 
Grove Pavilion  5 Vails Grove Boulevard 
Brewster.
Friday, June 5

Teatown Lake Reservation: 10 a.m. 
for a ribbon cutting ceremony and the 
Grand Opening of Teatown’s newest trail, 
the name of which will be announced that 
morning. This new 2.3 mile moderately 
strenuous loop trail isolates a large 
conservation-stewardship study area 
and will improve the trail experience for 
thousands of hikers by providing travel 
past two scenic lakes, Shadow and Vernay, 
old farm fields with beautiful stone fences, 
mature forest and an overlook to the 
Hudson Highlands from the highest point 
at Teatown. More information about 
Teatown is at www.teatown.org.

Crossword 
Answers

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 060215

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR
To Place a Classified Ad 

Call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline

 is Thursdays at 5pm for  
the next week’s publication

adoption
Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring li-
censed adoption agency provides fi-
nancial and emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved families. Call 
Joy toll free 1-866-922-3678 or confi-
dential email:Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
ThroughAdoption.org

Warm, loving home for your precious 
baby. Much love, cherished forever. Ex-
penses paid. Legal/ confidential. Devoted 
married couple, Walt/Gina. Call for info: 
1-800-315-6957.

auCtions
VT Log Cabin on 18+/- Acres Foreclo-
sure Auction: June 26 2BR Log Home w/
Tree House, Detached Garage, Private, 
Wooded Location, Stream THCAuction.
com ï 1-800-634-7653

SULLIVAN COUNTY REAL PROPER-
TY TAX FORECLOSURE AUCTION- 
350+/- Properties June10+11 @10AM. 
Held at "The Sullivan" Route 17 Exit:109. 
800-243-0061 AAR Inc. & HAR Inc. Free 
brochure: www.NYSAuctions.com

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

EvEnts
Rinaldi Flea Markets Open Every Sun-
day through October. 900 Dutchess 

Turnpike Poughkeepsie. See you there! 
RINALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM

HElp WantEd
WAITRESS/WAITER & HOSTESS 
FOR BUSY DINER. Apply in person at 
Olympic Diner, Rt. 6, Mahopac. Ask for 
Nick.

ATTEND AVIATION COLLEGE Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
training. Financial aid for qualified stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. Call AIM 
for free information 866-296-7093

in HomE pEt sittinG
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 
9 Hobby St., Pleasantville.

land For salE
UPSTATE NY LAND LIQUIDATION! 
Foreclosures, Short Sales, Abandoned 
Farms, Country Estate Liquidations. 
Country Tracts avg. over 10 acres from 
$12,900 Waterfront, streams, ponds, 
views, farmhouses! Terms avail! Call: 888-
905-8847 NOW! NewYorkLandandLakes.
com

lEGal notiCE
On April 27, 2015, the Board of Trustees 
of the Village of Pleasantville, Westches-
ter County, New York (the “Village”) 
adopted a Bond Resolution, a summary 
of which is published herewith, and the 
validity of the obligations authorized by 
such resolution may be hereafter con-
tested only if such obligations were autho-
rized for an object or purpose for which 
the Village is not authorized to expend 
money or the provisions of law which 
should have been complied with as of the 
date of publication of this notice were not 
substantially complied with, and an ac-
tion, suit or proceeding contesting such 
validity is commenced within twenty 
(20) days after the date of publication of 
this notice, or such obligations were au-
thorized in violation of the provisions of 
the New York State Constitution. Sum-
mary of Bond Resolution
 1. Class of Objects or Purposes – the 
purchase of machinery and apparatus to 
be used for constructing, reconstruct-
ing, repairing or maintaining Village im-
provements, including a dump truck and 
sweeper to be used by the Department 
of Public Works, the cost of each item of 
which is $30,000 or more.
2. Period of Probable Usefulness – fif-
teen (15) years.
3. Maximum Amount of Obligations 
to be Issued - the maximum amount of 
obligations to be issued for the objects or 

purposes described above is $425,000.
The Bond Resolution herein summarized 
shall be available for public inspection 
during normal business hours for twenty 
(20) days following the date of publication 
of this notice at the office of the Village 
Clerk of the Village of Pleasantville, 
Westchester County, New York.

misC For salE
KILL STINK BUGS! Harris Stink Bug 
Spray. Indoor/ Outdoor,  Odorless. Non-
Staining. Effective results begin after 
spray dries. Available: Hardware Stores, 
The Home Depot, homedepot.com

misCEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

vaCation rEntals
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

vEndors
HAND CRAFTED ONLY for Nassau 
County's LARGEST family fair 29th 
yr†Attendance 120,000 +, 150-200 hand 
crafted vendors display. 9/19 & 9/20 
(516)†809-5892 bellmorecrafters@opton-
line.net

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

1-800-536-1401
Selling for 700+ Government Consignors, auctions closing nightly!

Washington County
Tax Foreclosed

Real Estate Auction
JUNE 13, 2015

Registration: 8:00 AM  •  Auction Starts: 10:00 AM

S A L E  L O C A T I O N :
Kingsbury Volunteer Hose Co. #1

3715 Burgoyne Ave., Hudson Falls, NY  12839

Property Catalogues available at: 
County Offices, 383 Broadway, Fort Edward, NY 12828

or Online at www.AuctionsInternational.com
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49
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Brewster catcher Melina Strano makes play at the plate in the Bears 8-6 Section 1 Class A championship loss to two-time reigning champion Pearl River last Saturday at North Rockland High School where 
the second-seeded Pirates stopped the Bears -- previously unbeaten and top-ranked in the state -- and their streak of  22-straight wins after Brewster had defeated Lakeland, 6-2, in the sectional semis on 
Friday... see Softball Notebook 

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS (PLEASE vISIT www.HvSP.PHOTOS FOR MORE ACTION)

PERFORMANCE
PHYSICAL THERAPY

Sports Training
Performance Training

Group Fitness

Physical Therapy
Personal Training
Endurance Coaching

Now Open!

1611 Route 6, Carmel NY
www.EmpirePerformancePT.com   (845) 225-2000

Strained Hearts!

No.1 Brewster Falls in Heartbreaking Fashion
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By Tony Pinciaro
When state-ranked (No.5) 

Somers took the field for its 
New York State Public High 
School Athletic Association 
Class B Girls’ Lacrosse Regional 
Final against Niskayuna, the 
Tuskers were not satisfied with 
just being there.

Senior captain Nicole 
DeMase explained that after the 
Tuskers (18-2-1) lost in a 2014 
regional game to Burnt Hills, it 
changed their whole approach 
to the 2015 season.

“That fueled us and motivated 
us this season,” said the Johns 
Hopkins-bound DeMase. “We 
wanted to return to that game 
and go at least one step further 
and we felt with the team we 
had, we could do it.”

Somers achieved its goal and 
in doing so, made program 
history following an 18-4 
victory over Niskayuna, the 
Section 2 champs, at SUNY-
Albany, Saturday. Somers advanced to its 
first state final four in program history and 
will play Section 5 titlist, Victor, Friday, 
June 5, 2:30 p.m. at SUNY-Cortland.

The other semifinal has Watertown 
(Section 3) playing Eastport-South 
Manor (Section 11), also at 2:30 p.m. The 
semifinal winners will play for the Class B 
championship, Saturday, 2:30 p.m.

By earning a state final-four berth, the 
girls’ lacrosse team joins the 2014 girls 
soccer team and 2002 field hockey team 
in this category. The soccer team won the 

state Class A title last fall. In 2002, led by 
Sarah Shute and Katie Flynn, Somers won 
the Section 1 Class B title and went to the 
state final four.

The state final four is nothing new to 
Somers’ coach Jaime Irving. During her 
stand-out Lakeland/Panas career, Irving 
and her teammates played in the 2001 
state-final four. In Irving’s four years as a 
Lakeland/Panas assistant to coach Sharon 
Sarsen, the Rebels went to the state final 
four in 2007 and 2010.

Prior to manhandling previously 
unbeaten Niskayuna (18-1), Somers 

opened state play with a rather handy 
18-6 victory over Section 9 champion, 
Minisink Valley. DeMase led the way 
with five goals and two assists and Izzy 
LaRocca, Christine Olert and Livy 
Rosenzweig scored two goals apiece.

“We felt we played really well against 
Minisink Valley,” DeMase said. “We came 
out strong, which is what we’ve been doing 
our last few games. Once we took the lead, 
we controlled the tempo. Then we were 
also able to do this against Niskayuna.”

In both games, Somers had a 10-goal 
lead at halftime. Livy Rosenzweig and 

DeMase each had 
five goals and Gabby 
Rosenzweig netted four 
goals against Niskayuna.

“We ran into a buzz 
saw,” Nisky Coach Jason 
Bach told the hometown 
reporters. “Somers 
played phenomenal. 
They crashed hard on 
defense. They created 
turnovers. They finished 
on the offensive side. We 
did not do that. Somers 
is a great team. ”

DeMase said Somers 
viewed the regional final 
differently, this year.

 “Last year, 
it was our first time 
winning a sectional 
title and getting that far, 
so I think we were all 
just happy to be there,” 

DeMase said. “When 
we played Burnt Hills, 
we didn’t know what to 
expect.

“This year we all had 
the experience so we 
were prepared and we 
knew what to expect. 
We just stuck with the 
strategy that has been 
working for us all year.”

The state final four 
will be a new experience 
to all but one member 
of the lacrosse team 
– sophomore Mary 
Murphy. Murphy was 
a member of the 2014 
state-title-winning girls’ 
soccer team.

“Since Mary has the 
knowledge of playing in 
it I am sure if we have 
any questions she can 
help us out with them,” 
DeMase said.

Other than knowing 
what section Victor represents, DeMase 
said the unfamiliarity with the opponent 
is both good and bad.

“I think if we did know about them 
and who their top players are, it might 
freak us out and throw us off our game,” 
DeMase said. “Never having heard of our 
opponent until now forces us to bring our 
“A” game and leave it all out on the field.”

Based on this approach, regarding 
Somers playing its “A” game, the Tuskers 
understand what they need to do this 
weekend to win a state title.

“We have to continue playing like we’ve 
been playing in the postseason,” DeMase 
said. “Since the end of the season, we’ve 
been on a rise, and that’s what you want 
to be doing, as a team, at this point in the 
season.”

Irving agrees with DeMase.
“The chemistry on the team, both on 

and off the field, is helping us to peak at 
the perfect moment,” Irving said. “It’s 
amazing to be able to reach this level of 
play and the girls have worked extremely 
hard all season at strengthening our 
weaknesses. We have taken our mistakes 
from previous games and turned them in 
to learning experiences, which has only 
helped us to improve.   The girls know 
what it takes to compete at a high level 
and every day they push themselves and 
their teammates to better themselves in all 
aspects of their game.”

So far, it’s been better than any Somers 
girls’ lax team before them.

The Somers girls’ lacrosse team pose with their first Region 1 championship plaque after crushing Section 2 champ Niskayuna, 18-4, last 
Saturday.

Girl’s LAX NotebookSports

Somers Makes History, Reaches First NYS Final 4
Tuskers Crush Nisky, Minisink; Victor Up Next

The Somers girls huddle up before the first Region 1 championship win in school history last Saturday at SUNY Albany.
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Generally speaking, this is what 
it boils down to almost each and 
every year: Class B Yorktown High 
representing Section 1, challenging 
whichever Long Island power 
survives the rigors of America’s 
premier lax hotbed. 

Seven times previously, Yorktown 
has outlasted the Long Island 
representative and gone on to win 
the NYS championship, and Coach 
Dave Marr’s reigning state champs 
will challenge Long Island’s finest 
for the NYSPHSAA Downstate 
semifinal in an effort to defeat 
Manhasset, the LI survivor, and 
earn a berth in Saturday’s NYS 
championship against the upstate 
winners; either Section 5’s Victor 
or Section 3’s Jamesville-DeWitt, 
at Vestal High School (just west of 
Binghamton). 

Yorktown (16-4) plays Long Island 
champion Manhasset at 8 p.m. Wednesday 
at Middletown High School after 
trouncing Section 2 champion Albany 
Academy, posting a 21-9 win last Saturday 
at Lakeland High School. The Husker 
starters were on the sideline for much of 
the second half, leaving the likes of Jamison 
Embury, Conor O’Meara, Stephen Foley, 
Brandon Meyerless, Anthony Altimari 
and Steven Veteri to tally their first playoff 
goals as Yorktown added another regional 
championship to its credit.

Yorktown broke off big leads, taking 
command before halftime (12-2) 
and leading 17-4 after three quarters. 
Sophomore Justin Cavalo showed why he 

will be a force to deal with the next two 
years, scoring a game-high four goals and 
dishing a pair of assists. The burly 5’11”, 
190-pound attackman has 43 goals for the 
year and 58 points; a monster year by any 
standards and the kind of stuff that will 
eventually land Cavalo a big collegiate 
gig down the road. His game is akin to 
recently-named All-American middie 
Michael Dedvukaj, who has taken his 
younger protégé under his wing.

“Cavallo is one of my best friends, even 
though he’s a sophomore,” Devukaj said. 
“He’s always with (Ryan) Baker and I like 
every day, and we shoot together every 
day, and I taught him how to back kids in 
and shoot the ball and just be patient and 
everything will come to you. He’s going to 

be better than me by next year. The kid’s a 
stud, no doubt.”

Senior A Logan Peters also scored a 
pair and dished a pair of assists while 
sophomore A Kyle Casey and senior 
M/A Billy Strassman each bagged a hat 
trick; it all bodes well for an attack unit 
that will need to step up its game against 
Manhasset. 

State-ranked (No.5) Yorktown’s 
sturdy poles will surely be tested as No.5 
Manhasset scores in bunches, putting 

up a 9-spot in a 9-6 win against top-
ranked Lynbrook last Tuesday to snare 
the Nassau crown. Formerly a Class C 
power that went undefeated in 2010 
en route to their last state crown, the 
Indians have forged into the Class B 
fray with a bang and added to its lore 
with a dramatic come-from-behind 
7-6 victory over Mount Sinai on 
Saturday to snag the LI crown.

Manhasset will not be taken lightly, 
Devukaj assured, taking note of their 
comment opponents, including CT 
powerhouse Darien, which crushed 
Yorktown, 15-3, and also defeated the 
Indians by a much closer 7-3 count.

“We know their beatable and we 
just have to come out strong and play 
as a team and we’ll be totally fine,” 
the Monmouth-bound Devukaj said. 
“I’m not worried at all. We’re going in 
with the most confidence we have all 
year

Local Section 1 All-Americans: 
Yorktown, Ryan Baker, Michael Dedvukaj

Local All-Section Honorees: Jared 
Hershman MF, Mike Smith MF, Ryan 
Tandy A (Hen Hud); Dan Foley MF, Aidan 
Hynes LSM, Max Littleton D, DJ Pearl 
MF (Mahopac); Dan Rivie A (Ossining); 
Kyle Bronzo MF, Ryan Mello G (Putnam 
Valley); Andrew Gross MF (Somers); Jose 
Boyer LSM, Dan Del Bene D, Nick Del 
Bene MF, Liam Donnelly G, Tim Forbes 
D (Yorktown)

Boys Lax NotebookSports

BOB CASTNER PHOTOS

Yorktown Rolls On, Defeats Albany Academy in Regional Rout
State-ranked (No.4) Huskers to Face No.5 Manhasset in Downstate Semis

Yorktown’s Conor O’Meara slips a behind-the-back crank past Albany Academy goalie in a 21-9 regional championship 
win by the Huskers.

Yorktown’s Justin Cavalo scored four goals in the Huskers’ regional championship win over Albany 
Academy last Saturday at Lakeland. Yorktown’s Dan Del Bene was one of  five Huskers named All-Section.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS
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Girl’s Softball NotebookSports

Bears P Jenna Sacchetti gave Brewster a late 5-4 lead with a three-run 
double in the bottom of  the fifth, but the Bears could not hold on.

No.1 Brewster Denied Class A Crown 
in 7th-Inning Breakdown

Brewster’s Nicole Rosner takes a rip in 8-6 Section 1 
championship loss for Bears, who had won 22-straight and were 
ranked No.1 in NYS before loss.

Brewster SS Caroline Alicandri makes put-out in Saturday’s 8-6 Class A final loss to Pearl River, who stunned the 
Bears and ended a historic 22-game win streak.

Brewster’s Ally Coleman makes catch in Bears’ 8-6 Class 
A championship loss to Pearl River, the two-time Section 
1 champs.

Brewster’s Colleen  McCoy slides in safely at 3B in Bears’ championship loss to Pearl River.

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS (PLEASE vISIT www.HvSP.PHOTOS FOR MORE ACTION)
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

For as much as we admire and respect 
the competitors in and about the NWE/
Putnam Examiner area, 2015 will not go 
down as a banner baseball year; not with 
just one team from the area reaching 
its respective Final 4 (Putnam Valley), 
not with just two others (Lakeland and 
Croton) making the quarterfinals and 
the remaining 10 or so teams failing 
to advance beyond the first round 
or outbracket round of the Section 1 
tournament. It certainly wasn’t for lack 
of effort in most cases. But, with that 
being said, local baseball aficionados 
have come to expect far greater success 
from the baseball programs of Northern 
Westchester/Putnam.

Seventh-seeded PUTNAM VALLEY 
was bounced from the Class B 
tournament after an abysmal first inning 
the enabled No.3 host Keio – the eventual 
runnerup to Albertus Magnus – to win 

a 10-3 semifinal game that ended Put 
Valley’s season at 15-7-1. A 
series of blunders, including 
three walks, a hit batter, two 
errors and a bad break, opened 
the flood gates to an eight-
run first for the state-ranked 
(No.17) Keio Unicorns, which 
have now knocked Coach Joe 
Natalie’s Tigers from playoff 
contention for a second-
straight year.

After a borderline All-
Section season, PV starting P 
Ryan Basso didn’t have his best 
stuff, his fielders behind him 
weren’t crisp and the Tiger bats 
had no answer for Keio P Kenta 
Nishiyama, who allowed just 
one hit and struck out seven 
over five scoreless innings.

Coach Natalie was at a loss to 
stop the benefits the Unicorns 

were afforded 
early on due to 
the brutal start, 
but admitted 
the 2015 Tigers 
did their part 
to get the 
program back 
to where he 
expects it; as a 
bona fide Class 
B contender 
with some good 
seasons on the 
horizon.

Put Valley 
had two players 
named to the 
A l l - S e c t i o n 
1 team, 
including RHP 
Eddie Lent and 
2B Nick Marro, 

and Basso, who was chosen All-League, 
could easily have been a third choice given 
the Tigers’ run to the semis and their 
difficult schedule.   

Others from the region named 
All-Section include: P Chris Henry, 
YORKTOWN, who gave the Huskers 
a chance each every time he toed the 
rubber. Henry (6-3) worked 52 innings 
this season, allowing just six earned runs 
for a 0.80 ERA with 57 whiffs. 

“Being a two year captain gives a little 
insight into the makeup of Chris,” Husker 
Coach Sean Kennedy said.  “Over the last 
two years Chris worked as hard as any kid 
I have had to get to where he is.  He did 
not give up a single earned run in any of 
his three losses and could have been 9-0.”

The Herkimer-bound Henry ends up in 
the top five all time in Yorktown in wins 
(12) and innings pitched (105). He also 
surpassed strikeouts in his career.

LAKELAND had two players tabbed, 
including junior LHP Kyle Peterson and 
senior C Richie Capria. The battery-mates 
carried the Hornets to the quarterfinals 
after a head-scratching start to the season. 
Peterson, a 6’4” 200-pound hurler with 
next-level stuff, has the goods to become 
an ace next season after pitching to the 
tune of a 1.50 ERA. 

WALTER PANAS did not receive an 
All-Section nod from the voters, but 
hurler Steven Speedling secured an All-
League nod by running an ERA of 1.81 as 
the club’s ace in the hole.

SOMERS Anthony Maestri had a solid 
campaign that produced an All-Section 
nod; the senior captain stroking to the 
tune of .352 BA, with 18 RBI, 15 runs, and 
eight doubles at the plate while going 3-2 
off the bump with 3.68 ERA, 26 IP and 15 
K's.

MAHOPAC put two players on the 
All-Section squad, including ace P Cal 
Lawrence (1.96 ERA, 46 K in 50 IP) and 
unheralded senior OF Joe Fichera, who 
flew under the radar despite a sterling stat 
line: .377 BA, 10 RBI, 14 runs and on OBP 
of .429. 

CARMEL saw junior 1B Sammy 
Ferranto produce All-Section digits, 
including a .406 BA with 10 doubles 
during a season when the Rams failed to 
produce much offensively. Rookie Coach 
Ryan Dahl is hoping to find some sticks 
on the lower levels and better fortune in 
Year 2.

CROTON had its best season in several 
years and saw senior catcher Izaak Cohen 
produce an All-Section, League III-A 
MVP year. The backstop hit .379, with 22 
RBI, scarfed 16-of-17 stolen bases, scored 
22 runs scored, hit 3 HRs and slugged 
to the tune of .606. “Izaak will be very  
tough to replace, very tough,” Coach Eric 
Rosen said.

Baseball NotebookSports

Put valley’s Eddie Lent was named to the All-Section team after leading Tigers to 
Class B semis where they were defeated by Keio, the eventual runnerups to Magnus.

No.7 Put Valley Can’t Dig Out From Poor Start in Loss to No.3 Keio

Mahopac’s Joe Fichera earned an All-Section nod after stellar 
season for Indians’ Coach Chris Miller.

Put Valley's Just Say No & Go Run A Smashing Success

Runners take off  at the 2nd annual Just Say No & Go Road Race at the Putnam valley Town Park last Saturday.
Race organizer Danny Turner and local runners raised over $1,500 for less fortunate kids 
who need physical activity but can’t afford it.
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Local Angler Lands 
Lunker Trout

Putnam valley angler Dan Carroll hauled in this monster 8-plus-pound Brown Trout at the west Branch Reservoir in Carmel last week on a sawbelly. Meanwhile, during the very same week, Mahopac Fulmar Road 
Elementary School students released scores of  trout they raised from egg development through their embryonic stages to fingerlings, which 5th-grade students Nico Mazzarulli and Megan Gallgher (inset pics) 
released into the ward Pound Ridge Reservation (“The Meadows”) under the direction of  Fulmar Rd. school teachers Mr. Jordan, Mr. Mitchell, Mrs. Staviski and Mrs. Kertelits.

While Mahopac Students Replenish Waters 


