
By David Propper
The March 11 letter requesting a study 

into a countywide police merger from 
Town of Carmel officials to Putnam 
County Executive MaryEllen Odell may 
have caused a stir, but what has followed 
is a healthy dose of skepticism from other 
municipalities that have independent 
police agencies. 

Town of Kent, Village of Brewster, and 
Village of Cold Spring officials questioned 
whether losing their own department for 
a county police force would actually save 
them any money and if the police services 
that residents in those municipalities are 
accustomed to would remain the same 
if local control was lost in favor of the 
county taking charge. 

Representatives from each town and 

village, police chiefs, Sheriff Don Smith 
and Odell all met Monday morning at 
the county office building to discuss the 
next steps in conducting a study to see if 
a police merger is plausible and if it would 
provide cost saving relief. 

“The municipal police departments 
other than the Town of Carmel are 
managing their departments, they 
believe they’re fiscally responsible to 
their constituents, they believe that the 
services that are being delivered serves 
their residents the best,” Odell said in an 
interview after the meeting. “The Town of 
Carmel’s position is they can’t afford their 
police department anymore.”

During a March 24 Kent town board 
meeting, Supervisor Maureen Fleming 

By David Propper
Possibly paving Maple Road isn’t a 

new topic of discussion in the Town 
of Southeast, but the tension the dirt 
road brings hasn’t appeared to waver 
with Thursday night another instance of 
angst and arguing over the future of the 
designated scenic road.

Southeast residents clashed for more 
than an hour over whether it was time 
to pave part of Maple Road with strong 
arguments on both sides about safety, 
convenience, the neighborhood’s country 
character all put on the table. Right from 
the start, Supervisor Tony Hay said the 
town board would only consider paving 
26,000 feet of road from Enoch Crosby 
Road north to Schech’s Pool. Hay made it 
clear paving the entire road was out of the 
question.

Paul Morini, a 16-year resident of 
Enoch Crosby Road, said he believed 
the road can’t be properly maintained, 
especially after a winter Putnam residents 
just endured. From his understanding, a 
study conducted years ago on Maple Road 
stated the road has enough cars that drive 
on it to justify paving the road. 

With the amount of man-hours, 
equipment hours, and materials used 

by the highway crew this winter, Morini 
said it would be more economical to pave 
the road. He added safety is also a key 
issue because at any speed it’s difficult to 
control a vehicle.

“It’s just impossible to drive,” Morini 
said, noting his Honda Civic “bottoms out 
constantly, and it’s very frustrating.” 

Longtime resident Ann Golden said 
residents in the area can’t access their 
homes, “without driving through the 
mud” and she suffered three flat tires in 
the past three months as a result of the 
rough terrain. 

Resident Rachel Chung said she 
moved to Southeast two years ago to get 
away from the New York City hustle and 
bustle. Even though her family came to 
Putnam to enjoy the slower lifestyle and 
scenic beauty, she doesn’t think keeping 
one road in the town unpaved makes 
any difference “out of all the roads that 
are paved” and wouldn’t affect the town’s 
country character.

Resident Lynne Sherman of Deer 
Court said the dirt road is not practical 
with the amount of families living in the 
neighborhood considering it’s the only 
access point to get to main roads. She said 
there are several times throughout the 

day she has to handle the road getting her 
children to and from different activities. 

But as staunch as pro-pavers were, pro-
dirt road residents also strenuously made 
their case. Many residents argued drivers 

have difficulty handling the road because 
they aren’t going at an appropriate, slower 
speed. 

Resident Wendy Lewis of Enoch 
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As the country’s eyes are fixated on college basketball with the Final Four approaching, one 
Carmel high school graduate got her own taste of  March Madness earlier this month. Nicole 
Oliver of  the Mount Saint Vincent women’s basketball team helped her team win the Skyline 
Conference Championship, advancing to the Division III NCAA Tournament. Unfortunately, Oliver, 
a junior forward, and her team came up short, losing to Ithaca 82-72 in the first round. Oliver 
started every game this year and was tied for third in rebounds and was second in blocked shots.

Carmel Grad Experiences 
Own March Madness

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
As drivers approach Maple Road, they are greeted with a sign warning them about the unpaved street 
coming up.
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By David Propper
When putting together a forum on 

suicide prevention, Putnam County 
Mental Health Association Executive 
Director Megan Castellano wanted to 
bring together a cross-section of the 
community that deals with suicidal and 
depressed residents on a day-to-day basis.

“Everybody has a role to play in suicide 
prevention in their own respective life,” 
Castellano said. 

Mental health professionals, drug 
prevention workers, and law enforcement 
officials gathered Thursday morning to 
discuss the importance of safely storing 
guns and prescription medications to 

avoid the tragedy of suicide that hits 
Putnam County, just like any county, 
each year. Panelists described warning 
signs residents can look for from friends 
or family in distress, and ways proper 
medication and gun storage can reduce 
the risk of someone taking their own life.

Department of Social Services and 
Mental Health Commissioner Michael 
Piazza said in 2014, nine residents 
committed suicide, five of them 
committing the act with a firearm. 

This particular forum was important 
because it brought together a wide net 
of interested stakeholders like school 
personnel, police departments, and the 
mental health community, he said. 

“I would want people who are feeling 
depressed or feeling despair and were 
considering suicide that they would 
understand that sometimes these feelings 
will pass very quickly,” Piazza said. “I 
would like them to know that help is 
available, that hope is available.”

Glen Jackson, a county sheriff ’s 
investigator, noted the process to obtain 
a pistol permit is a lengthy review, in 
which an applicant’s mental health is an 
aspect scrutinized. While a one-on-one 
interview is conducted, sometimes the 
warning signs aren’t always apparent. He 
said if someone’s relative or friend seems 
to be having mental health issues and 
owns a gun, to contact the sheriff ’s office.

Jackson also implored residents not 
to take matters into their own hands, 
giving an example of a wife who hid her 
husband’s gun from him in the woods 
because he suffered from dementia, a 
weapon that could have a led to a child 
picking it up accidently. 

Director of Veterans Affairs for the 
county, Karl Rohde said there are 22 
veteran suicides per day nationwide. 
Two veterans over the past two years 
have killed themselves in Putnam, Rohde 
noted. 

While the two veterans that committed 
suicide were on the younger side, Rohde 
said, statistics show the most veterans that 
end their life are 60-years-old or over. 

Rohde said the county’s VA wants to 
help residents recognize suicidal warning 
signs in order to identify possible veterans 
suffering in order to get them assistance 
before it’s too late. 

“Not all wounds are visible,” Rohde 
said. “You see somebody with a missing 
leg or a missing arm, you know that 
person is wounded, but you see someone 
walking around with post traumatic stress 
or even a mild traumatic brain injury, or 
military sexual trauma, you can’t see those 
wounds, but these are wounds.”

County Executive MaryEllen Odell 
noted the county has expanded mental 
health assistance for veterans, recognizing 
“our veterans have a deep pain that they 
carry that they bring home with them 
from battle.” 

County Health Commissioner Allen 
Beals said the means in which people 
attempt suicide matter. He noted how 
quickly things can get better for residents 
suffering from depression and suicidal 
thoughts and those thoughts usually don’t 
last long.

Beals recalled his friend’s teenage son 
had attempted suicide years ago, but was 
unsuccessful and resuscitated back to life. 
Now, Beals said, he’s leading a happier life

“As a matter of fact I’m going to the 
birthday party for that son,” Beals said. 
“Who’s a physician and has a beautiful 
family.”

Suicide Prevention Forum Highlights Proper Gun and Med. Storage

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Putnam County Sheriff’s investigator Glen Jackson 
talked about the process for a resident looking to 
obtain a pistol permit during a suicide prevention 
forum last Thursday at the TOPS building in 
Carmel. 
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Habilitation

April 19, 2015. 
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Come out and enjoy this  

fundraiser with your family and friends.
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By Neal Rentz
State standardized tests for elementary 

age students were sharply criticized as 
both unfair to students and teachers 
during a forum held at the VFW Post 672 
in Brewster last Thursday.

Panelists participating in “Reclaiming 
Public Education” went so far as to say 
they were refusing to have their children 
take the tests and a proposed law in the 
state Legislature would assure that parents, 
teachers and school districts would not be 
penalized for not having students take 
the exams, which are an outgrowth of the 
federal Common Core program.

The moderator of the event was 
Christine Zirkelbach, a parent in the 
Brewster School District, who has been 
a vocal critic of state standardized tests. 
Zirkelbach said the individual needs of 
students are not being addressed with the 
excessive focus on standardized tests in 
elementary schools as part of the Common 
Core. Educational needs are “unique to 
that child,” she said. 

Zirkelbach said her son, who was a 
special education student with autism 
when he attended eighth grade, struggled 
with the standardized test because it was 
not appropriate for him. 

Rebecca Hegenauer, a parent who 
has been a music educator for 20 years, 
joined the other panelists in chiding the 
standardized tests, saying they were flawed. 

Pearson, the company that provides the 
standardized elementary level tests in the 
state, has stated that it expected that about 
30 percent of students would be able to 
pass them and that is what has happened, 
she said.  

Students in the state have less time to 
get adequate instruction in science and 
other areas including art, music and 
gym because of the increased focus on 
preparing for standardized elementary 
level tests, Hegenauer said. Physical 
activities have been reduced because of 
the increasing test prep focus, she said. 
“Kids have to move, that’s part of their 
development,” she said. 

Anthony Cardinale, an elementary 
school teacher in the Carmel School 
District, said the standardized tests are 
unfair for both students and teachers. For 
example, the recent test for third grade 
students provided reading samples that 
were on a seventh grade level “These tests 
tell me nothing,” he said, adding the exams 
are not about what “students really know.” 

The standardized exams are also 
unfair to educators because 50 percent 
of a teacher’s annual evaluation could be 
based on the flawed tests, Cardinale said. 
As a result, teachers could unfairly lose 
their jobs as a result of two years of failing 
student results on the tests, he said. 

Lisa Rudley, an Ossining School District 
parent and co-founder of New York 

State Allies for Public Education, said 
she opposed the “test-based standards” 
of the Common Core. In other nations, 
standardized tests are not given until high 
school, she said. 

Rudley and other panelist said if parents 
wished, they should refuse to take the 
standardized tests. Her fourth grade son 
will not be taking the tests, she said. 

TJ McCormack, director of community 
outreach for state Sen. Terence Murphy, 
said legislation is before the state Legislature 
that would provide protections for student 
who refuse to take the elementary level 
standardized Common Core tests. Some 

elements of the “Common Core Parent 
Refusal Act,” include a new requirement 
having districts notify parents about 
their right to refuse the tests for their 
children; assuring that school districts 
and individual schools not be punished 
because students are refusing to take the 
exams; mandating that students neither be 
rewarded or punished for the participation 
or non-participation in the tests; that 
alternative study programs be provided for 
children when their peers are taking the 
exams; and prohibit teachers from being 
penalized for lack of student participation 
and performance on the tests.

Common Core Testing Chided Loudly at Brewster Forum

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Christine Zirkelbach, a parent in the Brewster School District, moderated the panel discussion, 
“Reclaiming Public Education” on March 26 in the village.
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By David Propper
As the newly implemented sewer 

district in Kent continues to cause 
apprehension for property owners, the 
town board once again discussed if they 
would allow any residents or business 
owners to opt-out of the controversial 
sewer hook-up.

As of March 24, there are six 
exemption requests filed with the town, 
Kent Supervisor Maureen Fleming said. 
When deciding to grant an exemption, 
Fleming noted a certain criteria must be 
considered before the town board agrees 
to allow any properties to not be part of 
the sewer district. 

Fleming said factors included whether 
a residential property could change into 
a commercial property in the future, 
if the water quality benefit might be 
undermined, and if a fee should be 
charged to any property allowed to opt 
out. 

Another possible ramification Fleming 
said is all the developed properties 
within the district have been provided 
a lateral connection, which the other 20 
vacant properties have not gotten and 
would have to provide themselves. 

“This is so multilayered,” Fleming 
said. “That it’s unfortunate when the 
original plan was put together these 
issues weren’t dealt with and knocked 
out.”

Councilman Bill Huestis said the sewer 
district has to be self-sustainable rather 
than carried by the Kent taxpayers. 
Huestis was hoping to learn from other 
towns that were in similar positions, 
but the town attorney said the state 
Comptrollers Office, the Department 
of State, and the Association of Towns 
in the State of New York didn’t provide 
any guidance or opinions on the matter 
facing the town board. 

Councilman Paul Denbaum said part 

of the problem is the sewer district 
encompasses some residential homes 
that have a working septic system and 
would receive only a small flow from 
the sewer connection. He thinks if 
opting out doesn’t affect the commercial 
viability of the district and doesn’t harm 
the environment, then an exemption 
should seriously be considered.  

“It’s just simply unfair that single 
family residences everywhere else in the 
town of Kent will pay minimum of $50 

a month if they get some chemicals for 
their septic or they get pumped every 
third year,” he said. “And the unfortunate 
people on Route 52 are going to pay 
thousands of dollars a year for the same 
service. It just doesn’t seem if it makes 
any sense.”

Caution should be taken when 
considering exemptions for commercial 
properties, Denbaum said, because the 
district is meant for better commercial 
development. 

Fleming responded by saying she is 
sympathetic to the residential owners in 
the district, but did say the town has to 
figure out how the shifting costs could 
be absorbed. 

There was also a question if funding 
from the New York City Department of 
Environmental Protection would still 
come through if some properties were 
able to opt-out. 

Overall, 42 properties are in the 
district with 13 completed hookups, 
eight awaiting permit approvals, and 19 
that haven’t submitted anything so far, 
Fleming said. During the meeting, it was 
brought up that one resident on Nichols 
Street, Susan Bates, was included in the 
sewer district, even though she isn’t 
on Route 52. Going forward, it was 
indicated Bates would be removed from 
the district because it appears she was 
never supposed to be included. 

Kent Town Board Continues to Weigh Sewer Line Exemptions

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Supervisor Maureen Fleming and Councilwoman Penny Ann OsBorn talk during a March 24 town board 
meeting in which the sewer district was once again the focus.
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By Janine Bowen
Prevention and education regarding 

drug abuse were the focus on March 24 at 
a Drug Crisis in Our Backyard forum at 
Mahopac High School. 

A panel of local experts explained the 
key to preventing drug abuse in teens 
and young adults begins with teaching 
them to make healthy choices and 
responsible decisions at a young age. 
Doreen Lockwood, program director of 
Putnam Family and Community Services, 
stated drug prevention needs to begin at 
the elementary school level, by teaching 
children to build self-esteem.

She noted that it is crucial to allow young 
children to get involved in activities they 
enjoy and to give them responsibilities 
around the house. She explained that her 
program sends instructors into Mahopac 
schools to speak to students as early 
as kindergarten, teaching boundaries, 
self-esteem, decision making and stress 
management. As the students gets older, 
instructors shift the conversation to 
focus on more specific drug issues and 
Lockwood suggested that parents take the 
same approach. 

“We have to communicate, starting 
when our children are very young, and it 
doesn’t mean that you’re going to talk to 
your four or five-year-old about alcohol 
or drugs, it means that we need to teach 
our young people how to make healthy 

choices…that’s what prevention is,” said 
Lockwood. 

Allowing children to make their own 
decisions also means that parents need to 
allow children to face the consequences, 
both good and bad, that result. A 
recovering addict, who identified himself 
as Ethan, agreed with this, noting his 
family enabled his drug use by not forcing 
him to face repercussions. 

Ethan, 25, began drinking heavily and 
smoking marijuana while in high school 
and experimented with prescription drugs 
during college, but never believed that he 
had a problem because he was able to 
function and hold down a job. At age 20, 
Ethan was involved in an accident that 
broke several of his bones and quickly 
became addicted to the opioid-based 
painkillers prescribed by his physician.  
When his doctor stopped prescribing the 
pills, Ethan began buying them from his 
friends and eventually resorted to using 
heroin. 

“I thought I had everybody fooled but 
I was always the last one to know I had a 
problem,” he said of his experience with 
addiction. 

Eventually Ethan’s parents resorted to 
tough love and said that he would not be 
allowed to live at home until he sought 
treatment for his addiction, at which 
point Ethan entered into St. Christopher’s 
Inn treatment center in Garrison. One 

resident in attendance noted that parents 
who have children under the age of 18 
can’t take the same tough love approach 
because they are legally required to 
provide a home for their children. Putnam 
County Assistant District Attorney Joseph 
Charbanneau explained that parents of 
underage children who are dealing with 
this issue can bring the child to family 
court, where a judge will be appointed to 
take over the case. 

Some states, including Florida, can 
force addicts faced with criminal charges 
into in-patient rehabilitation facilities 
but Charbanneau explained that courts 
in New York do not have that authority. 
However, Putnam County does offer a 
drug treatment court that allows offenders 
whose criminal activity was motivated by 
addiction to willingly enter into treatment 
instead of being sent to jail. In 2014, 
more than 100 residents graduated from 
the drug treatment court, which has a 
recidivism rate of just 20 percent. 

Representatives from Senator Terrance 
Murphy’s office who were in attendance at 
the event stated they will discuss the idea 
of creating legislation that would allow 
district attorneys to mandate rehab for 
offenders over the age of 18 with Murphy, 
who has been active in fighting the heroin 
epidemic. 

Lockwood noted when a person 
suffering from addiction choses to seek 
help, whether it be a religious-based 

program, a twelve-step program, or 
medication based treatment, friends and 
family should not judge or criticize their 
choice. She said there is no wrong way 
to get clean, and that different programs 
work better for different people. 

“Whatever it is that helps you to get 
sober and stay sober, do it and let’s support 
it. It’s really important because when we 
don’t do that, it only further adds to the 
stigma to the disease of addiction and 
makes people go back into that shell of 
shame and guilt,” she said. 

Although the drug epidemic is still 
gripping the state, and the rest of the 
country, Charbanneau revealed drug 
related crimes and deaths are actually 
decreasing in Putnam. The district 
attorney’s office was faced with 409 cases 
related to narcotics in 2012 but only saw 
320 cases in 2014. In 2012, 20 residents 
died from heroin overdoses but that 
number was down to 11 in 2014. Putnam 
has lost four residents so far this year from 
heroin overdoses, although four others 
were able to be saved thanks to the use of 
NARCAN. 

Despite common beliefs, the heroin 
epidemic is a problem that extends beyond 
the county’s youth. Charbanneau stated 
that the average age of people who suffered 
fatal overdoses in 2014 was 41-years-old. 

“We are kidding ourselves if we think 
that this is a problem that is limited to our 
children,” he said.

Drug Prevention Forum: Stopping Drug Use Starts at Early Age

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
A panel of  experts set up by Drug Crisis in Our Backyard regarding drug prevention gave insight and 
advice to parents seeking to stop their children from turning to drugs. 
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Crosby Road said the big problem with 
Maple Road is the “rate of speed people 
travel on it.” 

Resident Katherine Weber, who said 
the proposed paving would go right 
on her property line, added, “If you’re 
blowing out tires and bottoming out your 
car, you’re driving too fast.” 

Jeffrey Tepper of Enoch Crosby Road 
said one of the reasons he bought his 
house is because he gets to drive down 
a dirt road everyday, calling it a “selling 
point.” Stating Maple Road is a designated 
scenic road, Tepper said there have been 
two attempts since he lived there to pave 
the road, and both times the town board 
rebuffed the request. 

“I’m flabbergasted that again we need to 
have a conversation about why we should 
work with this environment and not 
permanently change it,” Tepper said. 

Four-year resident Stephen Jaspers of 
Maple Road said paving part of the road 
would allow more drivers to speed and 
be another step toward possibly paving 
the entire road in the future. He also said 
residents that live on the road knew what 
they were getting themselves into when 
they purchased their homes.

“The road was a dirt road when you 
bought it, it’s still a dirt road,” he said. 

“Buyers beware.”
Cathy Croft of Enoch Crosby Road 

brought up a petition from ten years ago 
signed by more than 700 residents that 
demanded the road remained untouched. 
She said every resident on Maple Road 
signed the petition back then and most 
Enoch Crosby residents did, as well. 

“I can’t imagine if the road is paved 
because we all know people like to drive 
fast because everyone’s in a hurry,” Croft 
said.

A few residents suggested finding 
alternative treatments that would improve 
the conditions of the dirt road rather than 
paving it. A question also came up of 
whether living near a dirt road affected 
the value of residents’ homes in the area, 
with conflicting statements from realtors 
who live along Maple Road.

Hay said the next time Maple Road 
would be discussed is during an April 23 
town board meeting. 

“We will keep this on the agenda until 
something gets done,” Hay said.

said the issue of police consolidation has 
been previously discussed in Kent and 
other towns in Putnam several times. 

Fleming said she thinks the decision on a 
proposed police merger should be decided 
by a voter referendum, and only after a 
thorough study is actually completed. She 
vowed Kent would be a “strong voice” as 
discussions about a merger move ahead.

While Carmel has struggled with 
its budget because of police expenses, 
Fleming said Kent has been able to keep 
police costs at a reasonable amount, 
frugally spending on the department 
when needed. 

“We know how to do it in Kent,” 
Fleming said regarding the police costs. 
“And unfortunately maybe they don’t 
know how to do it in Carmel.”

Councilman Paul Denbaum said 
he typically would be in favor of less 
government and more consolidation, but 
his concern is “we will hand the reins over 
to the county and in four years time the 
county will be spending more money on 
less of a police force in this town than 
we’re spending now.” In the past two 
county budgets, the cost for the sheriff ’s 
department has increased $1 million each 
year, Denbaum said.

Councilwoman Penny Ann Osborn 
added she liked the accessibility a local 
police force provides. When a concern 
comes to OsBorn, she is able to call police 
chief Alex DiVernieri and discuss the 
matter with him promptly. 

Brewster Mayor Jim Schoenig said in 
an interview a study has to prove to him 
a police merger is a cost efficient measure 
and village residents would get the same 
quality policing they are used to. He 
added because the village force is made 
up of part-time officers, costs are kept low 
compared to other municipalities. 

In his last campaign for reelection, 
Schoenig ran with a stance that the village 

should maintain its own police force, 
while his opponent Richard Allen wanted 
to disband the department and let the 
sheriff ’s department take over. Schoenig 
won his reelection handily. 

“My guys have done a great job in 
cleaning this village up,” Schoenig said. 
“And you’re going to have to sell me hard to 
prove to me that this is going to work and 
that it’s in the best interest of everybody.”

Outgoing Cold Spring Mayor Ralph 
Falloon also said he’d be hesitant to lose 
the village police department. While he 
believes in consolidation, Falloon said 
the village already has an “incredibly 
affordable police department.” 

Falloon said he supports the village 
participating in a feasibility study, but he 
“doubts it would be feasible for the Village 
of Cold Spring” noting a police merger 
may not cover the village as well and at the 
same low price. He also pointed out the 
local control the village government has 
over the police department is important.

Carmel Supervisor Ken Schmitt 
previously said he believed a police merger 
would result in savings for taxpayers and 
would provide the same or even better 
policing for town residents.

Next steps would include town and 
village boards sending letters to Odell 
about what they would like to see included 
in the consolidation grant the county is 
now pursuing. Odell said she’s working 
with state Sen. Terrence Murphy’s office 
to get all the information needed for the 
grant process and is in touch with Hudson 
Valley Pattern for Progress that could 
assist in the study.

“The study would have to be 
independently done,” Odell said. “We 
know we would have to put an (request for 
proposal) out to find the right consulting 
firm that really understood and would be 
objective to what we were looking for in 
the study.”

As Carmel Touts Possible Police 
Merger, Other Municipalities Not 
as Enthusiastic

Pave Paradise? Southeast Residents 
Grapple Over Maple Road

continued from page 1

continued from page 1

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Kent town officials said their police department is affordable and effective as talks of  a police merger 
study continue to grow in Putnam County. Kent is one of  four towns and villages that have their own 
police department.

By David Propper 
The parent accused of harassing a 

Mahopac head coach has been arrested, 
Carmel police confirmed in a USA Today 
report last week.

Alfonso DiFusco turned himself in last 
Wednesday and pled not guilty to charges 
of fourth-degree attempted criminal 
mischief and second-degree criminal 
harassment, according to the national 
outlet. DiFusco was released until his 
arraignment on April 21 at Carmel Town 
Court. 

DiFusco allegedly confronted Mahopac 

varsity girls’ lacrosse coach Jim Lieto on 
March 13 after Lieto cut his daughter 
from the team, said Carmel Police chief 
Michael Cazzari last week. Cazzari said 
in an interview DiFisco allegedly was 
“punching on (Lieto) and spitting on him, 
cursing and yelling at him.” 

An order of protection required 
DiFusco to stay away from Lieto, issued 
by Judge Joseph Spofford, according to 
the report.

Mahopac Superintendent of Schools 
Brian Monahan said last week DiFusco has 
been banned from all school properties. 

Mahopac Parent who Allegedly 
Attacked Varsity Lax Coach Arrested
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By Neal Rentz
Being a florist has been a lifelong 

passion for Cortlandt resident Tara  
Scozzafava-Baisley.

As a youth she worked for a cousin, 
Dale, who was a florist and she majored in 
floral design and horticulture at SUINY-
Cobleskill. Now, she has her own flower 
shop.

Putnam Valley Florist has been in 
operation on Morrissey Drive for the 
past 11 years. The building was formerly 
owned by her cousin, until it was closed 
for a year. “I worked at a couple of other 
places and then took it over from her,” 
Scozzafava-Baisley recalled last week. “I 
started helping her and I really liked it. 
So I said you’ve got to go to school for 
something.”  

One of the shop’s regular customers 
is the Lakeland School District. Flowers 
are provided for a variety of purposes, 
including plays, graduations, and proms. 
The store sells weekly flowers and does 
Christmas decorations for local nursing 
homes and has funeral homes as regular 
customers, Scozzafava-Baisley said. . 

Most of the shop’s customers come 
from Cortlandt and Putnam Valley, 
Scozzafava-Baisley noted. 

The store provides flowers for funerals, 

weddings, proms, and birthdays, 
Scozzafava-Baisley said. .

Maybe somewhat surprisingly, Easter 
and Passover “are not as big as they used 
to be” for her store due to competition 
for flower sales from supermarkets, 
Scozzafava-Baisley said, adding she still 
does sell flowers to local churches during 
those spring holidays.  

One of the store’s specialties is custom 
funeral work. She has made a variety 
of special floral arrangements which 
represent the interest of the deceased, 
such as a police badge, cars and a New 
York Giants logo. “There are a lot of 
florists who won’t do that,” she said. “It’s 
difficult to do.” For funerals and other 
occasions, Scozzafava-Baisley personally 
does the floral arrangements. 

Being an independent flower store has 
its advantages for customers, Scozzafava-
Baisley said. Her flowers are shipped in 
a vase, if that is requested (not in a box), 
and the hand delivery day is guaranteed, 
she said. 

Scozzafava-Baisley said she gets flowers 
delivered to her and she also usually 
purchases flowers personally from a 
wholesale establishment in Elmsford 
every week. 

Most of her customers call the store, 
though others use their website or come 
in person to order flowers, Scozzafava-
Baisley said. “The best thing is word of 
mouth,” Scozzafava-Baisley’s mother, 
Billie Scozzafava of Cortlandt, said. 
Her daughter agreed. “Every time I go 
to a wedding I probably get two more 
(weddings) from it,” Scozzafava-Baisley 
said.

“She very good with people,” Tara’s 
mother said. 

Scozzafava-Baisley, who is expecting 
her first child in a few weeks, said she gets 
satisfaction from her business. “Flowers 
make people happy,” she said. 

Putnam Valley Florist is located at 15A 
Morrissey Dr. in Putnam Valley. For more 
information, call 845-526-2500 or visit 
putnamvalleyflorist.com.

Putnam Valley Florist 
Putnam Valley

Business 

of the Week

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Cortlandt resident Tara Scozzafava-Baisley, shown above with her mother, Billie Scozzafava, has owned 
Putnam Valley Florist for 11 years. 
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Louis Butironi
Louis Butironi, a lifelong resident of 

Mahopac, died peacefully in his  home, 
surrounded by his family on March 28, at 
the age of 95. Lou was born on February 
21, 1920 to Mary (Mantovi) and Guildo 
Butironi. After graduation from Mahopac 
High School he honorably served for four 
years in the United States Army as an 
Artillery Sergeant in the Pacific during 
WWII.   Upon returning in 1947 he joined 
the Town of Carmel Police Department,  first 
as a part time foot patrol officer in the 
village, then working  his way up through 
the ranks from Patrolman, to Sergeant, then 
Lieutenant and finally to Chief of Police in 
1968.   During his lifetime he was actively 
involved in numerous professional  and 
civic organizations. Lou was a member 
and past President of the  Putnam County 
PBA, a charter member of the Mahopac 
Volunteer Fire  Department, a member 
of the NYS Police Conference, the Police 
Dive and  Rescue Team, The VFW, the 
Italian American Club and St. John the 
Evangelist Church.   A devoted husband 
and father, he was married for 61 years to 
Marion Egan (deceased) and is survived 
by his children, Kathleen, Lu Ann and 
Louis, his grandchildren Jessica, Katharine, 
Michael, Lisa, Kristen and Leila, great 
grand son Michael Jr., sister Marylou Rowe 

and predeceased by broththers Alfred 
and Robert  Lou’s distinguished career of 
service, and his kindness and generosity  to 
his family, friends and community earned 
him the respect, admiration and affection 
of the vast number of people who knew 
and  loved him.   “Sparky” will be deeply 
missed by all and long be remembered as a 
man  you could always count on.   Visitation 
will be on Tuesday March 31 at Cargain 
Funeral Home in Mahopac, 2 p.m.-4 p.m. 
and 7 p.m.-9 p.m. and a Funeral Mass will be 
held on Wednesday  morning at 10 a.m. at 
St. John the Evangelist Church in Mahopac 
with  interment to follow at Ballard-Barrett 
Cemetery in Mahopac Falls.

Susan Wolff
Susan Wolff, age 57, of Brewster, died 

March 28, at Calvary Hospital in the 
Bronx. Sue was born on April 10, 1957 in 
Parkchester, to Marie (Colombo) Chadnick 
of Brewster and the late John J. Chadnick. 
She graduated from Brewster High School 
in 1975 and attended Western Connecticut 
State University. On October 12, 1980 she 
married the love of her life, Richard A. 
Wolff at St. Lawrence O’Toole Church in 
Brewster where they made their home. 
Mr. Wolff died on January 22, 2005. Sue 
was a Family Advocate for Putnam Family 
and Community Services in Carmel, NY 

for many years as well as an aid at Henry 
H. Wells Middle School in Brewster. Sue’s 
position as a family advocate didn’t stop at 
just her vocation. She believed that everyone 
needed advocacy and Sue took great 
steps in being there for others, especially 
women. Sue was a very devoted mother, 
grandmother and friend to so many. She 
had a particular loving way about her and 
her two granddaughters brought her such 
great joy. Besides her mother Marie, Sue is 
survived by her boyfriend Roy Garamone 
of Putnam Lake, NY, 3 sons, John H. Wolff 
and his husband Mark Medovitch of NY, 
NY, Steven Wolff of Brewster, NY, and 
Kevin Wolff and his fiancée Lisa Forschner 
of Brewster, NY; a daughter, Stacy Rose 
Wolff of Brewster, NY, two granddaughters, 
Alivia Rose and Ava Grace and a brother 
John J. Chadnick Jr., his wife Wendy and 
their daughters. A Mass of Christian Burial 
will be celebrated Wednesday, April 1, 10 
a.m. at Sacred Heart Church in Putnam 
Lake (Patterson), NY. Interment following 
at St. Lawrence O’Toole Cemetery, 
Brewster. Friends may call at the Beecher 
Funeral Home, 1 Putnam Ave. Brewster 
on Tuesday from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. and 7 
p.m. to 9 p.m. www.beecherfuneralhome.
com. Contributions in Sue’s memory may 
be made to the American Cancer Society, 
Hudson Valley Region, 121 Executive 
Drive, New Windsor, NY 12553.

A Kent resident had a recent experience 
that has prompted me to share the 
following information. Last week I 
attended the Carmel Kent Chamber Of 
Commerce meeting at Clover Lake where 
I was asked to be the guest speaker. I met 
one of my constituents who happened 
to be visiting a family member and she 
informed me of an ongoing problem she 
is having regarding her property taxes. 
Apparently she is being charged a sewer 
fee for the newly installed line along 
Route 52 in Kent. However, she doesn’t 
reside in the sewer district. I suggested 
she attend the Kent Town Board meeting, 

which was being held that same evening.
 In Oct. 2014 she wrote a letter to the 

Kent Town Board asking to be removed 
from the sewer tax district because her 
property does not border Route 52. 
She received confirmation in Nov. 2014 
confirming that her property was exempt 
from the Kent Sewer District.

Imagine how surprised she was when 
her mortgage company notified her that 
there was a shortage of funds in her 
escrow account.

This of course prompted her to obtain 
her property tax bill, which revealed that 
she was being charged $942.00 for the 

Kent Sewer District.
After addressing the Kent Town Board 

that evening she questioned why she is 
still being charged a sewer tax?

The Kent Town Board has agreed to 
rectify the situation and hopefully the 
issue has been resolved.

I am strongly urging all Kent residents 
that reside near the sewer district to 
check their tax bills and monthly escrow 
payments for any increase.

Toni Addonizio
Town of Kent
Putnam County Legislator 

I have made a number of 
recommendations to the Board of 
Trustees Putnam Valley School District 
in regards to the 2015-16 budget over the 
past few months. The recommendations 
to take part, if not all, of the $1.7 
million in savings they have found 
and pass it onto the Real Property Tax 
Levy. To date we have not received any 
comment or acknowledgement to these 
recommendations and this disturbs me.

I’m also concerned that the taxpayers of 
Putnam Valley have not been privy to the 
discussions and presentations from the 
Board Meetings in February and March 

(Feb. 12, March 12 and 19). The meeting 
minutes, as of today, have not been posted 
nor has the video’s from these meetings 
been posted.

Transparency of the school district’s 
discussions and proposals of the 2015-
16 budget must be a priority to enable 
the taxpayers of Putnam Valley to enable 
them to vote as informed taxpayers come 
May 19.

It is unfair to the taxpayers of this 
town to vote on a budget without being 
informed of the past meetings and 
discussions. Furthermore the details of 
this budget that will go out for vote will 

not be divulged, specifically that the 
savings found are being reallocated to 
additional expenditures rather than a 
reduction of the Real Property Tax Levy.

The schedule of all of the events and 
information I have described above gives 
the appearance of hiding the facts and 
truth of the 2015-16 budget rather than 
the use of the taxpayer’s money being 
transparent. An informed voter is a smart 
voter.

Daniel P. Vera
Town of Putnam Valley
Member of the Citizen’s Advisory 
Committee

PO Box 611, 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549
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Across
1 Snake along the Nile
4 Peace of mind
8 Realm
9 Londonderry lad
10 Typically gray vessel
12 New York map location or 
Mahopac tax preparer
13 Oologists’ studies
14 Ditto
15 Soaks
17 Scottish caps with round, flat top
21 Bobby Flay’s ___ Grill
25 Domino’s spot
26 In the same vein
28 Suffolk County town or Yorktown 
learning center
30 Wickerwork willow
31 Absolutely tops!
32 Enlivens, with “up”
33 Mike Myers has two

Down
1 Noah’s landfall
2 Badger’s tunnel
3 Trails
4 Reddish brown
5 German “genuine”
6 Go fast down the mountain
7 Pinnacle
8 Over the top

9 Radiant look
11 “The lowing herd wind slowly o’er 
the ___” (Thomas Gray line)
12 “___ what?”
16 Assaults, as in the Bible
18 Protective garments
19 Author, A.A.
20 James Bond, for one
22 Islamic nobility title
23 Immorality
24 Pool problem
26 Impertinent person
27 Tiny bit
28 Jump
29 Put into service

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 13

845-225-7777 Ê

The Putnam  Ê
Humane Society 

Pet  
Of The 
Week: 

       Ê

Adopt her at: 

Lily is simply a Ê
sweet & loving girl.Ê

When Man-Made Rules Over Mother Nature Underfoot
When it was time to 

replace the surface of our 
kitchen floor and we had 
to decide which material to 
choose, we found that it was 
as though there had been an 
explosion of options since 
the last time we had visited 
a flooring store more than 15 
years ago. 

The new varieties of 
materials, both natural and 
especially man made, were 
dizzying.

But from the outset we 
knew that we wouldn’t be 
able to use a hard material 
like stone or ceramic because 
our kitchen was in an historic 
home and, with too much “give,” needed 
the forgiveness of a soft man-made 
material. The floor had been further 
challenged twice from leaks, one from 
the refrigerator and the other from a 
burst pipe that had somehow frozen 
under the sink because some animal--
of what species I’m not sure--had eaten 
away the insulation from the pipes in 
the crawl space.

We visited Absolute Flooring in 
Yorktown Heights where store manager 
Diane Darby helped us narrow our 
choices over a period of some weeks, 

showing infinite patience as 
we veered wildly from one 
possibility to another among 
the endless choices in its 
expansive showroom.

“Yes, you’d be looking at 
either a vinyl or a linoleum,” 
she told us. 

“Linoleum?” I asked 
naively and in surprise, as 
though I had heard a naughty 
word from the past. “Isn’t 
that the stuff that has all the 
asbestos that we always have 
to worry about when we see 
old flooring tiles that have to 
be removed from homes?”  

“Asbestos was removed 
from linoleum a long time 

ago,” Darby assured us. “Now it’s a 100 
percent natural product, totally green, 
made of flax and linseed oil, so there’s 
no off-gassing. All the colors are plant 
pigments and go all the way through 
the product.”  

So, what’s the difference between 
linoleum and vinyl, I inquired, knowing 
that I was totally uninformed. 

“While linoleum is all natural and 
what you see is the product itself, vinyl 
is a plastic that utilizes a photo process 
to achieve the look of the material you 
want,” Darby said. “There’s a base layer, 

and above that, an image layer or what 
we call a ‘view,’ and above that is the 
‘wear’ layer or clear plastic that covers 
and protects the image. It’s amazing 
how realistic the photo images can be 
of either wood, stone or marble. The 
difference, however, is that with vinyl 
or linoleum, the material is softer and 
warmer than the natural material. 

“Also, there is a far greater variety 
in terms of quality and price,” Darby 
continued. “The more ‘wear’ layers you 
have, the more longevity and the better 
quality you’ll have and, along with that, 
the higher the price.”

After much consideration, my wife 
and I had decided we wanted a white 
and black checkerboard effect and that 
dictated that we go with vinyl rather 
than linoleum because we could get a 
whiter white in that product. 

There are other reasons and 
situations for choosing “fake” over 
“real” in flooring. For instance, if you 
want the look of wood flooring in 
your kitchen or bath, Darby told us 
that “water and wood don’t mix, and a 
‘view’ vinyl is definitely more durable 
for such locations.” 

And here’s something that was a 
revelation to me: there are now ceramics 
in both wood and stone patterns that 
can be used for flooring in wet areas as 

well as for porches and decks.
Another instance where vinyl 

flooring is more durable is in high 
traffic areas such as entranceways. 

Price is another factor where man-
made product is more favorable. Oak 
flooring would cost about $6 to $7 per 
square foot while a vinyl product would 
cost between $4 and $5 per square foot 
and about the same price to install.

Personally, I find myself walking 
around more in my bare feet inside 
the house, much like I did as a child, 
simply because I find the flooring so 
comfortable, so warm and soft. 

If it’s time to replace flooring in your 
home and you’re looking for expert 
advice, you can’t go wrong by talking 
to Diane Darby at Absolute Flooring, 
located at 1735 Front St. in Yorktown 
Heights. Call 914-245-0225 or visit 
www.absoluteflooring.com. 

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public 
relations agency in Westchester (www.
PrimaveraPR.com), His real estate site 
is: www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and 
his blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  
To engage the services of The Home 
Guru and his team to market your 
home for sale, call 914-522-2076.
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By David Propper
As another summer approaches, 

Patterson Recreation is gearing up to 
offer a wide array of camp activities for 
area youngsters. With eight different 
summer programs available, it’s no 
wonder kids of all ages are clamoring for 
upcoming summer fun. 

“The main thing we hear is they can’t 
wait for the next camp to happen,” 
Director Matthew Chibbaro said. “If we 
do something in the winter or spring, 
they’re looking forward to that next 
camp.”

Chibbaro said his recreation 
department is fortunate because it is 
housed in a great facility and his staff 
is usually with him year-round so they 
get to know the kids from different 
recreational happenings.

Below is a schedule of camps that 
Patterson residents can sign their kids 
up for (All camps have a deadline of 
June 3):

Multi-Activity Camp
Offered 6 different weeks. This camp 

is designed for Grades 1 – 8. 9 a.m. – 
4 p.m. Before & After Care available. 
Multi-Activity camp is a fun-filled day 
based on indoor and outdoor activities, 

games, crafts and building friendships! 
This camp is offered the weeks of:  6/29, 
7/6, 7/20, 7/27, 8/10, 8/17

STAR WARS Lego Camp
Offered 2 different weeks. This camp 

also offers parents an option to stretch 
this half-day of camp into a full day 
of camp, by registering for our Multi-
Activity camp that goes on at the same 
time. Your camper can do half a day of 
Star Wars Lego Camp and half a day of 
Multi-Activity Camp.

Weeks:  6/29 or 7/27
1st & 2nd Grades:  Jedi Engineering 

9 a.m.—noon. Young Jedi will explore 
worlds far, far away and    engineering 
principles right in front of them.  
Defeat the Empire by designing and 
refining LEGO X-Wings, R2-units, and 
settlements on far-flung edges of the 
galaxy.  Imagination and engineering 
combine to   create motorized and 
architectural projects such as energy 
catapult, shield generators and defense 
turrets.

3rd—5th Grades:  Jedi Master 
Engineering:

1 p.m.-4 p.m. The Force is strong in 

this class.  Build complex machines and 
structures based on the best designs 
from a galaxy far, far away.  Projects 
include LEGO X-Wings, AT-AT walkers, 
Pod Racers, Star Destroyers, Cloud 
Cities, settlements, and fortresses.  Play-
Well’s Jedi instructors reinforce key 
engineering concepts such as gear trains, 
worm drives, pneumatics, eccentric 
motion and more as students tap into 
the powerful forces of imagination and 
engineering.

Boys & Girls Basketball Camp
Grades 1st - 8th. 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Before 

& After Care available. Week of:  8/3 This 
camp is dedicated to teaching the 
fundamentals of basketball to beginners, 
while improving the skills of those who 
are looking to take their game to the 
next level. Campers will enjoy numerous 
basketball activities throughout the day 
in a fun-filled environment.  

Boys & Girls Flag Football Camp
Grades 1st - 8th. 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Before 

& After Care available. Week of:  7/13
This camp is dedicated to teaching 

the fundamentals of Flag Football 
and improving specific skills such 
as catching, throwing, and ‘tackling’ 

(grabbing the flags).  The campers will 
learn the basic rules as well as positions 
of the game.  The week will also be 
supplemented with other fun activities.

Cheerleading Camp
Grades 1st - 8th. 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. After 

Care available. Week of: 8/17
Our Cheerleading instructor 

Michelle Ederer has been cheering 
for 16 years.  She has competed on a 
nationally ranked team, performing at 
UCA nationals in Florida, which was 
broadcasted on ESPN.  She was also a 
Marist College Cheerleader. Michelle 
has coached our Shooting Stars the last 
few years and coached the Carmel Rams’ 
JV Cheerleading team!

 
Pre-K Camp

Ages 2 - 5 (child must be potty-
trained). Monday, Wednesday & Friday 
9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Weeks of:  7/6, 
7/13, 7/20, 8/3, 8/10, 8/17. Each week 
of camp is jam-packed with learning, 
exploration and creative thinking.  
Taught by our outstanding Toddler/
Kindergarten Program Director, Denise 
Opromolla.  Denise encourages your 
child to engage in a fun-filled learning 
environment.

School & Camp Guide
Patterson Recreation Offers Large Selection of Camps for Kids

101 Deacon Smith Hill Rd  Patterson, NY  12563
www.campherrlich.org

Flexible Enrollment! 

Register for 

1 to 10 Weeks

Before & After 

Care Available

Multiple Week& Sibling Discounts Available

Convenient to all locations

10 Weeks of Themed Fun!
June 29–Sept 4, 2015

9 am–4:30 pm

845-878-6662
Serving Children Ages 4 to 14

twitter.com/campherrlich facebook.com/campherrlich
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School & Camp Guide
Camp Herlich to Bring Two Artists for Summer Camp Sessions

Camp Herrlich is striving to be the best 
and most well rounded program available 
regional children for Summer Camp.  
Every year we grow and change and this 
year we are so excited to announce two 
Artists in Residence who will share their 
talents and gifts with our campers.  These 
programs will be incorporated into our 
regular,fun-filled camp days.  Campers 
will get to spend at least an hour of their 

week with these excellent teachers. Read 
on to learn more about them!

Stephanie Schleicher – Filmmaking. 
Presented in conjunction with H. 

G. Fairfield Arts Media Workshop. 
Stephanie will be making films with 
our Sleepaway Campers during Session 
1 (July 6th - 10th) and with our Day 
Campers during Week 9 (August 24th - 

28th) this summer. Campers from 2nd 
grade and up will write, film, and edit 
their own movies during these weeks! 
Schleicher, is a freelance videographer/
editor with twenty years of experience 
teaching young people how to harness 
their creative power though film. She 
has taught filmmaking, animation and 
editing for H. G. Fairfield Arts’ Young 
Filmmakers Atelier at George Fischer 
Middle School, Katonah Art Center, 
Pelham Picture House, Jacob Burns Media 
Arts Lab, French Woods Festival of the 
Performing Arts, Pelham Art Center and 
Croton Academy of Arts.  Locally, she is 
proud to be the Media Coordinator for H. 
G. Fairfield Media Workshop in Brewster 
and also sits on the board for the Village 
of Brewster Film Festival. Ms. Schleicher 
has established dynamic, exciting 
curriculum-based video programs as 
an artist-in-residence for organizations 
and camps throughout New York state. 
Stephanie has also conducted numerous 
elementary school, middle school and 
high school residencies, exploring 
everything from silent movies about 
immigration to documentaries about 
the presidential election. Working as a 
freelance videographer/editor, Stephanie 
Schleicher continues to produce and 
direct her own films, which have appeared 

in festivals internationally.

Nikki Sanders Siriani - Hip Hop and 
Musical Theater Dance

Presented in conjunction with Seven 
Star School of Performing Arts. Nikki 
will be teaching Hip Hop during Week 6 
(August 3rd - 7th) and Musical Theater 
Dance during Week 7 (August 10th - 
14th) and there will be a performance 
at the end of each day!  Campers of all 
ages will participate. Sanders Siriani is 
a professional performance artist and 
has been a proud member of Actors’ 
Equity since 2004. A graduate of the 
University of Connecticut, she has 
worked professionally as an actress, 
dancer, vocalist, choreographer, vocal 
coach and director throughout the tri-
state region and has been developing 
children’s theatre in Westchester County 
for many years. She found her love of 
theatre at age 8 while playing Annie and 
choreographed her first musical at 14 
years of age, which quickly multiplied 
into over 25 full scale productions to 
date. Her numerous credits include 
productions with Connecticut Repertory

Theatre, Surflight Theatre, Seven 
Angels Theatre, and the Warner Theatre. 
Her favorite and most challenging role is 
Mom to her 4 1/2 year old twins.

For children & parents

Sunday April 12, 2015 1-3PM or  
Tuesday April 14, 2015 or Friday April 17, 2015 9:30 -11:30AM

Why do you want your child to play tennis? The results of  a recent survey, answered by parents of  
junior tennis players might give us some idea. Parents want their kids to play tennis for the physical 
activity to help keep them fit and develop a healthy life style. They want to see them challenged and 
build self-confidence. The social aspect of  learning and playing with friends and making new ones 
is also appealing. Finally it’s the one sport that families can learn and play all together. We then 
asked the kids, why do you play tennis or other sports? Number one was to have fun, to improve 
their skills, to stay in shape and get exercise, for the excitement of  competition and to be part of  
a team. 

To provide your child with a summer of  fun fitness and social activity, we are offering a great 
summer junior tennis camp program at Solaris. We have weekly tennis camps and they take place 
on our indoor air-conditioned tennis courts and start the week of  Monday, June 29th. For more 
information of  days, dates, times, pricing etc. call Geoff  Jagdfeld at our Yorktown club at 914-
962-4094 or call Nic Sabbatini at our Hawthorne club at 914-592-3737 or visit our website www.
solarisclubs.com.

Solaris Prepares for Another 
Summer of Tennis Fun

Program Starts June 25th Program Starts June 25th

Weekly Sessions
Available

Program Starts June 29th Program Starts June 29th

914-962-2780 ext.108 • soundviewprep.org/summerprogram
370 Underhill Avenue, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

• For grades 3 - 6 
• Program runs June 29 - July 31
• Enroll in one or more weeks
• Two sessions daily 
• Located on Soundview Prep’s campus
• NYS Certified Teachers

Soundview Summer STEAM – where learning is crazy fun!
STEAM is an acronym for Science, Technology, 
Engineering, the Arts and Mathematics.

Soundview Summer STEAM
Enrichment Program

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, April 12, 1 - 3 PM
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AÊHappyÊEasterÊandÊa
JoyousÊPassover

Find us on Facebook

845-621-3836 • 878 Rt. 6 Mahopac, NY 10541
www.arturostavern.com

Celebrate Easter 
with us!
• Enjoy our Regular menu  
   plus specials! 
• 3 seating’s
  Call for reservations.

Now taking 
Valentines Day 

Reservations
Regular menu plus 

Valentines Day Specials 

Complete Four Course Thanksgiving
Turkey Dinner $25.95

• Salad & Bread
• Turkey Served with 
Mashed Potatoes, 

Candied Yams, Carrots, 
Sausage Stuffing, Gravy, 

and Cranberry Sauce
• Choice of Apple 

or Pumpkin Pie

•Coffee or Tea
• Complimentary Glass 

of Wine with every 
Thanksgiving Dinner

• Our regular menu
 is also available 

Call for reservations

845-621-3836 • 878 Rt. 6 Mahopac, NY 10541
www.arturostavern.com

Complete Four Course Thanksgiving
Turkey Dinner $25.95

• Salad & Bread
• Turkey Served with 
Mashed Potatoes, 

Candied Yams, Carrots, 
Sausage Stuffing, Gravy, 

and Cranberry Sauce
• Choice of Apple 

or Pumpkin Pie

•Coffee or Tea
• Complimentary Glass 

of Wine with every 
Thanksgiving Dinner

• Our regular menu
 is also available 

Call for reservations

845-621-3836 • 878 Rt. 6 Mahopac, NY 10541
www.arturostavern.com

Sacred Heart Gifts and Apparel
926 Rt 6 DeRaffele Plaza • Mahopac • 845-621-7777

www.sacredheartcatholicgoods.com • (Find us on Facebook and Instagram) 

He Has Risen
Easter 

Blessings
~Religious Gifts~

A Large Variety of Specials
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

�W�i�s�h�i�n�g� �y�o�u� �a� 
�J�o�y�o�u�s� �P�a�s�s�o�v�e�r� �&� �H�a�p�p�y� �E�a�s�t�e�r�!

Olympic Diner
Where everyone can afford to eat out

Route 6 • Mahopac, NY • 845-628-0876
OPEN 24 Hrs •7 Days a Week

www.olympic-diner.com

Special Breakfast Menu for Children
Fresh baked good daily

Senior Citizens Special Daily
Live Lobsters Dinner (1 3/4lb)

$26.99 complete
Roast Leg of Lamb
$20.99 complete

Come see 
the easter 

bunny
Sunday April 5th

Spring Break Hours
Monday - Thursday 

10am-6pm
Friday 10am-3pm

Saturday 10am - 6pm
Easter Sunday Closed

Come Celebrate Spring at 
Time to Kiln

Spring Fever 
Sales Event

Lighting 
with Style, 

Quality and Value

Now making 
room for 

new 
Merchandise

Take 
advantage 

of the 
savings!

 
845-628-9106   sales@midcountylighting.com 
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The Town of Patterson’s Putnam Lake 
Park District will hold a public auction 
of abandoned boats on Saturday, April 
25, 2015 at 11 a.m. at the Boat House 
located at the corner of Fairfield and 
Lake Shore Drive, Patterson, NY. Boats 
will be available for inspection at 10 
a.m. Cash only. All abandoned boats will 
be sold in “as is” condition and with no 
warranties as to the condition thereof or 
title thereto. Each purchaser of a boat will 
indemnify and save the Town of Patterson 
free and harmless from and against any 
claims, damages, causes of action, cost 
or expenses of whatever kind or nature 
regarding title to, or the condition or 
suitability of, such boat.

Register Now: 
Art Classes @ Putnam Arts Council, 

Mahopac: Adult classes in the arts begin 
the week of April 20, with kids offerings 
beginning the first week in May.  Classes 
are offered in Painting, Pottery, Drawing, 
Photography and are available days, 
evenings, after-school and weekends.  
Private piano, voice and acting lessons are 
also options for 16-adult.  Register NOW 
- details and forms @ putnamartscouncil.
com.

Healthy Happy Hour - Weekly 
Meetings 

Take a 10 Day Vacation from processed 
foods! Are sugary, fatty, easy-to-prepare, 
addictive junk foods making you feel sick 
and tired? Then reset your metabolism 
and break your addictions to unhealthy 
foods, weight-loss is just a healthy side 
effect. Guaranteed to lose 5-20lbs in 10 
days. Contact Diane for info: 914-843-
8745

Vendors Needed for Indoor 
Community Tag Sale on May 16th.  Do 
a little Spring cleaning and reserve a spot 
to sell your items. Patterson Recreation 
Center. 65 Front Street. Patterson. 845-
878-7200

Ongoing: 
Tuesday’s: 

Certified Application Counselor 
from Open Door will be available 
to answer questions and make 
appointments for consumers to enroll 
in the Health Insurance Marketplace. 
3 p.m.-7 p.m. Brewster Public Library. 
Walk-ins are welcome, but to schedule an 
appointment, please call 914-502-1478 
or email insurancecoverage@odfmc.org. 
For more information about either of 
these services, call the Brewster Public 
Library at 845-279-6421
Wednesday’s:

In-Stitches Knitting Club at Reed 
Library (845-225-2439).  Wednesday 
mornings 10:30 to noon and Thursday 
evenings 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.  Beginners 
and experienced knitters and crocheters 
are welcomed in this fun and friendly 
group.  
Thursday’s:

Foreclosure Counseling will be offered 
by Putnam County Housing Corporation 
(PCHC). 4:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m. If you’re 
facing foreclosure, PCHC may be 
able to help. PCHC, a HUD-certified 
Housing Agency, offers free confidential 
counseling to assist you in negotiating 
with your mortgage company. Brewster 
Public Library. Walk-ins are welcome, 
or call 845-225-8493 ext.201 to schedule 
time.

Reed Memorial Library presents, 
Beginning Yoga and Crafts for children 
ages 3 - 5. Thursdays 10:30 a.m.-11:30 
p.m., Feb. 5-March 5th. Wear comfortable 
clothes and bring a mat or large towel if 
you have one.   Call to Register 845-225-
2439
Sunday’s:
Winter Farm Market 

This season, the Winter Market will be 
open every Sunday until May 31, from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The Winter Market 
footprint will be located in the lower 
level of the HVCPA building (15 Mt. 
Ebo Road South, ) and we are proud and 
excited to showcase vendors including:  
Vegetables, fruit, meat, fish, jams, bread 
and baked goods (gluten free too!), eggs, 
mushrooms, food artisans and specialty 
items from local growers and producers. 
Cancer Support: 

Cancer Support Available: Support 
Connection, Inc., a not-for profit 
organization that provides free, 
confidential support services for people 
affected by breast and ovarian cancer, 
offers a wide range of free support groups 
women with breast and ovarian cancer. 
Groups focus on topics pertaining to 
living with cancer through all stages of 
diagnosis, treatment and post-treatment. 
They are offered in Westchester, 
Putnam and Dutchess, and by toll-
free teleconference. For a complete 
calendar of groups at all locations, visit 
www.supportconnection.org. Advance 

registration is required for all groups; call 
914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.

Save the Date: 
Thursday, April 9 

Registration is underway for the 
Spring 2015 session of the Pegasus 
Program. The program will begin on 
will run on Thursday evenings from 6 
p.m.-7:30 p.m. for eight weeks. Sessions 
are held at the Putnam County Youth 
Bureau located at 110 Old Route 6 
Carmel, NY 10512. Sponsored by the 
Putnam County Youth Bureau and the 
NYS Office of Children and Family 
Services, Pegasus is an educational 
support group for children, ages 6 to 14 
and their guardian(s) who have a loved 
one suffering from alcoholism or other 
drug dependency. This program helps 
children and their families to learn about 
and understand the issues that surround 
alcoholism and other drug abuse. 
Pegasus is free and confidential. Pre-
Registration is required. Please contact 
Marie O’Connor, Pegasus Coordinator at 
(845) 808-1600 Ext 46126 or Pegasus@
putnamcountyny.org
Wednesday, April 15 

17th Annual Hudson Valley Food 
& Wine Experience.  6 p.m.-9 p.m. 
Benefiting the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester.  Women’s Resource Center

Brewster-Carmel Garden Club Plant 
Sale. Spring is around the corner.  The 
club is accepting pre-orders for their plant 
sale in May. Monies raised support their 
civic plantings in Brewster and Carmel.  
For more information, dates and order 
forms  please contact Donna at 845-279-
9012 or email double11@comcast.net 

Brewster-Carmel Garden Club 
Scholarships. Brewster-Carmel Garden 
Club is offering two scholarships.  One 
each to a senior from Brewster and 
Carmel planning to study horticulture, 
floriculture, landscape design, botany, 
environmental studies, or a related 
field. Letter of recommendation from 
someone outside of the school of 
attendance is required.  Award applicants 
will be interviewed by a garden club 
representative.  Award applicant must be 
a resident of Brewster or Carmel.   Please 
contact Emily at 845-279-6061 for more 
information and an application.  The 
deadline for applying is April 14.
Tuesday, March 31

New Ukulele Class: Learning to play 
the ukulele is great fun, just ask our 
Ukulele Group. Wendy Matthews of The 
Edukated Fleas is offering beginning 
Uke from Scratch classes at the Center 
starting next Tuesday, March 31. In 
Beginners 1, you will cover tuning, 
strumming, keeping time, easy chords 
and progressions. Arts on the Lake , at 
Lake Carmel Arts Center. 640 Route 
52, Kent Lakes. 845 228-AOTL (2685) | 
www.artsonthelake.org  

You can still join the new session of 
Intensive Painting with Alex Shundi 
designed for both advanced and 
beginning students of all visual styles. 
Mary Schreiber’s children’s art class, 
Narratives in Art, begins next Tues, 
March 31, exploring narratives and 
stories told visually. Arts on the Lake, 
at Lake Carmel Arts Center. 640 Route 
52, Kent Lakes.  845 228-AOTL (2685) | 
www.artsonthelake.org  
April 3

Gallery 66 NY April Exhibitions. The 
exhibition “Shadow” Opens April 3rd, and 
runs thru April 26th at Gallery 66 NY. An 
opening reception for the artists is set for 
April 3rd from 6 p.m.-9 p.m. “Shadow” 
explores the hidden worlds cast in the 
Shadows of the multi dimensional works 
of artists Kaya Deckelbaum and Carla 
Goldberg. Both artists while working in 
different mediums utilize light and cast 
shadow as a major component to the full 
deep and rich expressions of their art. 
For these artists, light breaths life into 
the dark. Please join us on April 3rd for 
the opening reception to meet the artists, 
66 Main St. in Cold Spring.  The exhibit 
is on view April 3rd through April 26th.  
Regular winter hours are Thurs-Sunday 
noon-5 p.m.  For more information call 
845-809-5838 or visit www.gallery66ny.
com.

The “Alternet” a Card-Catalog for the 
21st Century at Two Libraries in Putnam 
County. The “Alternet” is a collaborative 
project conceived and organized by artist/
sculptor, Carla Rae Johnson.   In 2010, 
Carla Rae purchased an old wooden card-
catalog with fifty drawers.  The catalog 
sat dormant in her studio for a year and 
a half while she contemplated how to use 
it.  Finally, the idea emerged to honor its 
original function: fill the drawers with 
cards; hundreds of individual cards.  
That was when she invited every creative 
individual she knew to collaborate with 
her on the project.  More than seventy 
artists, writers, and creative thinkers are 
participating in The “Alternet.”  The fifty-
drawer cabinet is now home to more than 
15,000 works of art!

With two other card-catalog projects 
(works by Barbara Page and Joanne 
Wilcox) The “Alternet” has been exhibited 
in ten venues since it was completed in 
2012.  Under the banner: “Artists in the 
Archives” the card catalogs were installed 
in libraries in New York and New Jersey 
as well as at “BookWorks” in Asheville, 
NC.  In June of 2015, The “Alternet” 
will travel to Galesburg, Illinois where 
it will be installed over the summer in 
the Blick Contemporary Art Gallery at 
the Galesburg Civic Arts Center. This 
exhibit is free and open to the public 
during regular library hours. For more 
information and library hours contact:  
(845) 424-3020 Desmond-Fish Library 
(845) 265-3040 Butterfield Library

Crossword 
Answers

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com
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EXAMINERÊMEDIA Classifi eds 033115

To Place a Classified Ad 
CallÊ914-864-0878

or e-mail classifieds
@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for 

the next weekʼs publication

ADOPTION
Warmhearted couple wishes to give un-
conditional love to an infant. Get to know 
us at: RichandRenee@hotmail.com 315-
200-3559. http://adoption.com/pro� les/
ReneeAndRich_30276-77

AUTOÊDONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
bene� ting Make-A-Wish.  We o� er free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
bene� ting Make-A-Wish. We o� er free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

CAREERÊOPPORTUNITIES
WELDING CAREERS- Hands on train-
ing for career opportunities in aviation, 
automotive, manufacturing and more. 
Financial aid for quali� ed students. Job 
placement assistance. CALL AIM 877-
206-4006

EVENTS
RINALDI FLEA MARKETS Season 
Opening � is Sunday April 5th. Every 
Sunday through October. 900 Dutchess 
Turnpike Poughkeepsie. See you there!
RINALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM

FINANCIALÊAID
Parents! Having trouble with college 
funding?  Get personal help with � nan-
cial aid forms for free grants. Visit www.
sourcesforstudents.com or call Paul An-
thony Rivers at (914)358-1700.

FORÊSALE
Privacy Hedges - SPRING Blowout Sale 
6�  Arborvitae (cedar) Reg $129 Now $59 
Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE Installa-
tion/FREE delivery 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttrees.com Limited Supply!

HELPÊWANTED
KENT LIBRARY seeks an energetic, 
creative Library Assistant to plan and 

implement programs for both children 
and adults. Excellent computer and com-
munication skills. $13-$15 per hour; 20 to 
29 hours per week, including Saturdays 
and some evenings. � is is a competi-
tive civil service position.  Send resumes 
to cdonick@kentlibrary.org, mention  
“programs” in subject line.

MR.BULTS'S is currently hiring expe-
rienced Class A CDL Drivers in the NY 
state. If interested in applying, please text 
"Haul" to 55000 or www.mrbults.com/ca-
reers

Yonkers Contracting - Immediate open-
ing for an experienced Civil Engineer. 
Project in the Monticello, NY area. Send 
resume and cover letter to humanre-
sources@yonkerscontractingco.com EOE 
M/F/V

ATTEND AVIATION COLLEGE Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
training. Financial aid for quali� ed stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. Call AIM 
for free information 866-296-7093

INÊHOMEÊPETÊSITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 9 
Hobby St., Pleasantville.

LANDÊFORÊSALE
CONTRACT FELL THRU! 5 acres- 
$19,900 or $254/month! 70% below mar-
ket! Gorgeous woods, 5 miles to Cooper-
stown! G'teed buildable! Town rd, utils. 
Call: 888-905-8847 or go to newyork-
landandlakes.com

UPSTATE NY WATERFRONT! 11 acres- 
$69,900 Beautiful woods on bass lake 5 
miles to Cooperstown! Private setting for 
camp, cabin or year round home! Terms 
avail! 888-479-3394 NewYorkLandan-
dLakes.com

MISCÊFORÊSALE
KILL STINK BUGS! Harris Stink Bug 
Spray. Indoor/ Outdoor,  Odorless. Non-
Staining. E� ective results begin a� er spray 
dries. Available: Hardware Stores, � e 
Home Depot, homedepot.com

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

MORTGAGES
Your Homeownership Partner. � e State 
of NY Mortgage Agency o� ers competi-
tive � xed-rate mortgages for � rst-time 
homebuyers.  www.sonyma.org. 1-800-
382-HOME(4663)

OUTÊOFÊSTATEÊREALÊESTATE
Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach, Close to riverfront district. 
New models from $85,000. 772-581-0080, 
www.beach-cove.com

PUBLICÊNOTICE
Connecticut Superior Court J. D. Stam-
ford/Norwalk at Stamford. NOTICE TO
Fredy de Maria Ortega Lara. 
A Custody case was � led against you by
Suleidy Alegria. Hearing Date 4/22/15.
� e Court � nds that all reasonable e� orts 
to � nd you have failed; your last known 
address was 19 Main St. Apt. 3, Mount 
Kisco, NY 10549. � e Court orders notice 
by this publication once a week for two 
weeks starting on or before 4/3/15. To re-
spond to or be informed of this case, you 
or your attorney must � le an Appearance 
with the Court. Automatic Orders are in 
e� ect as required by P.B. §25-5 and are 
part of the Application on � le with the 
Court. H. Valassis, Clerk. 3/11/15

RESIDENTIALÊRENTALS
BEAVERIDGE HOUSING ASSOCI-
ATES LOCATED AT 1965 ALLAN AV-

ENUE YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY 
10598 a 167 unit building including 17 
units designated for the disabled, is avail-
able for renting to those with limited in-
come. Applicants must be at least 62 and 
meet eligibility requirements. Quali� ca-
tions will be based on Section 8 Federal 
guidelines. Interested persons may request 
an application In writing to: Beaveridge 
Housing Company Att: Waiting List 277 
Northern Blvd. Great Neck, NY 11021
If you have a disability & need assistance 
with the application process, please con-
tact Carmela Siragusa at 516-487-0041.

VACATIONÊRENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of a� ordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49
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Brewster senior M Joe Guida works against Yorktown M Ryan Cegielski in the Bears’ 18-6 loss to the Huskers, who worked feverishly to contain Guida (4G). Brewster took some lumps last Thursday in the loss 
but bounced back well in an 11-1 win over North Salem Saturday when Ryan Honey scored five times for the winners... see Boys’ Lax Notebook
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Emergent Young Players Taking Lax Green by Storm
Yorktown Chalks up Two W’s; L/P Trips up Jay on Late Cortese Tally

Boys Lax Notebook

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final

October 8 - October 14, 2013 The Putnam Examiner2A

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final

October 8 - October 14, 2013 The Putnam Examiner2A

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 
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Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor 

Young studs were emerging 
on Day 1 & 2 along the Section 
1 lax circuit, but none seemed 
more likely to open the eyes of the 
coaching tribunal than Yorktown 
sophomore LSM Jose Boyer, a 
stout 5’10” 180-pounder, who 
can essentially do it all. We’re not 
blowing this kid up as the second 
coming of the Gait brothers; Lord 
knows there’s work to be done, but 
we are telling you to game-plan 
accordingly. The eye test tells you 
more than most things do, and 
this kid really popped. He is super 
quick and strong off the draw, 
using his pole deftly to win face-
offs and GBs and has a nose for the 
goal, scoring his first varsity goal in 
a 18-6 win over host Brewster last 
Thursday in the dense fog.

Yorktown’s attack, an admitted 
point of concern heading into 
the season, was crisp with senior 
Logan Peters (2G, 5A) and sophs 
Kyle Casey (5G) and Justin 
Cavallo (3G, 1A), bagging goals 
left and right with senior M Ryan 
Baker (4G) doing likewise. That’s 14 goals 
without even mentioning All-American 
hopefuls Mike Dedvukaj and Nick Del 
Bene. 

Yeah, reigning NYS Class B champion 
Yorktown will not miss a beat this season, 

particularly with a defense that looked 
especially stingy leading the way. M Joe 
Guida had four goals for the Bears (1-
1), who tuned up North Salem, 11-1, last 
Saturday behind a five-goal effort from 
Ryan Honey. Guida bagged a hat trick, 
giving him seven goals on the season, 

while his brother Jack hit for two.
Peters and Del Bene each had a hat 

trick plus an assist in the Huskers’ 15-8 
win over John Jay (CR) last Saturday, 

with Cavallo (1A), Baker (1A), Dedvukaj 
(1A) and Casey (2A) each scoring a pair. 
Peters and Nick Delbene each had an 
assist for Yorktown (2-0), which won 
its 44th straight game against Section 1 
opponents. With 15 saves in two games, 
G Liam Donnelly has made a seamless 
transition between the pipes. Jay led at 

the half, 4-2, but the Huskers went 
back to being the Huskers after the 
break. 

“We’ve just have been starting 
games off slow,” Devukaj said. 
“And I think what took us so long 
was everyone was playing a little 
selfish, even myself, and once we 
talked about it at half we went 
back to playing our brand of ball. 
We should have played the whole 
game like we played that third 
quarter.”

Another youngin’ to open 
eyes was LAKELAND/PANAS 
junior Joe Cortese, who dropped 
five goals and two assists for 
the reigning Section 1 Class A 
champion Rebels in their 12-11 
win over visiting John Jay (CR) 
last Thursday. Cortese, who saw 
minimal time late last season 
but showed flashes of excellence, 
has a blink-quick first step, so 
leave some cushion if you plan 
to pole this kid with any sort of 
effectiveness. He will draw more 
slides than most of the Rebels, so 
game-plan accordingly.

“We had a lot seniors graduate 
and only one senior middie left on the 
offense, so we have to control the offense 
now,” Cortese said. 

L/P rookies Tim Fallo (3G), Sean 
Makar (2G) and G Kevin Dyckman (12 
saves) each had their moments, and the 
unit should rise to higher levels as the 
season progresses. Junior Kevin Prunty 
saw a lot of time last season as a soph 
and he suspects the Rebels are poised to 

continued on page 17
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L-P pole Thomas Ferrari puts a stick into Jay’s Matt Lupinacci.

L-P attack Tim Fallo rips a shot in Rebels’ 12-12 win over John Jay last Thursday.

Yorktown A Logan Peters gets a step on Brewster’s Joe Petrogallo and Nick Panucci in Huskers- 18-6 
win.
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final

October 8 - October 14, 2013 The Putnam Examiner2A

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.

Emergent Young Players Taking Lax Green by Storm
continued from page 16

defend their Class 
A title with the 
dignity befitting a 
champion.

“It felt good to 
get out there and 
beat John Jay due 
to the fact most 
people didn’t even 
think it’d be close,” 
Prunty said. “Joe, 
Nick (Vazquez) 
and I all know 
what’s on our 
backs as leaders 
and scorers and 
we’re ready to step 
up and embrace 
it. We just want 
to play our best 
lacrosse in May 

and compete 

for a Section title like every other year 
regardless of how many kids graduated.”

PUTNAM VALLEY (1-0), which is 
almost in full reload mode, saw two 
juniors, Kevin Gallagher (2G, GWA) 
and Conner Cronin (2G), each establish 
themselves in their first real varsity 
burn during the Tigers’ 7-6 win over 
Wappingers and former PV Coach Brian 
Kuczma. Senior A Kyle Bronzo added a 
goal and two helpers while senior G Ryan 
Mello went coast-to-coast for a tally and 
added 13 saves. If the Tigers are going 

to do any damage on the Class C playoff 
circuit, emergent rookies like Gallagher 
and Cronin and senior M Jake O’Connell 
(injured last year) will need to continue to 
hone their skill sets in an effort to get ready 
for the Pleasantvilles and Bronxvilles, who 
they will see during the regular season.

HEN HUD (1-0) scored an impressive 
17-4 win over Horace Greeley, in which 
junior M Nick Marra (4G), junior stud 
M Mike Smith (4G) and senior A Ryan 
Tandy (2G/3A) led the Sailors but it was 

Rebel Joseph Cortese scored five goals, including the game-winner against Hunter Keech and the John 
Jay Indians.

Husker Jose Boyer puts a lick on Bear Michael Buonadonna in 8-6 Yorktown win. LSM Boyer has 15 
GBs in two games.

Arlington’s Kevin Litchuar takes a run at Yale-bound Indian pole Aidan Hynes in 8-6 Mahopac loss.

Mahopac attackman D.J. Pearl is choked up by Arlington pole Rob Tannanbaum 
in Indians’ 8-6 loss last Saturday.

Mahopac M Dan Foley leans in on Arlington’s Shane Carroll in 8-6 Mahopac loss last Saturday.

continued on page 18



March 31 April 6, 201518 The Putnam Examiner

Boys Lax Notebook

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final

October 8 - October 14, 2013 The Putnam Examiner2A

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.

Emergent Young Players Taking Lax Green by Storm
continued from page 17

quick-draw McGraw – junior M Jared 
Hershman -- who went 20-for-22 in in 
the draw box. That’s a lot of juniors doing 
major damage, so, as evidenced by the 
demo job the Sailors did on the Quakers, 
it’s safe to wonder if Coach Solly has 
himself a team that just might be Class B 
Final 4 worthy, if not this year, then next.

In CLASS A, MAHOPAC (0-1) was sent 
an early message in the form of an 8-6 loss 
to up-and-coming host Arlington, whom 
we warned you about in our preview. The 

Admirals fancy themselves legit Class A 
contenders this season, but the Indians 
were missing a couple of key pieces in 
this early-season tilt. If the Indians plan 
on contending in Class A this season, 
they better figure out a way to lock off the 
opposition’s top sniper, which they failed 
to do when Arlington’s Kevin Litchauer 
scored six times.

“They were solid,” Mahopac Coach 
Mike Haddeland said of the Admirals.  
“We had so many first-game mistakes 

and we were without 
Donahoe, Ward and 
Buckley, leaving us with 
five O-mids. They should 
all be back for Tuesday.”

Junior M Dan Foley 
had two goals for 
Mahopac, which led 6-5 
with 10 to play. Senior DJ 
Pearl notched a goal and 
two assists for the Indians 
while Shane McDonald 
had a goal and assist.
NWE/Putnam Fab Five Lax 
Poll

No.1 YORKTOWN – If 
this young attack unit can 
improve during the course 
of the season, Coach Dave 
Marr’s Huskers will be 
unstoppable in Section 1. 

No.2 LAKELAND/
PANAS – Curious to see 
Coach Lindsay’s club in 
person, but I think I’m 
higher on the Rebels than 
most people are. Juniors 

need to come of age in a hurry, though, 
and I don’t know of anyone I’m pulling 
for more than Joe Cortese, who’s had a 
pretty rough winter and all.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Haddeland’s 
Indians are very athletic and we suspect 
they will get better when they are fully 
healthy. Playing without Christian 
Donahoe in 8-6 loss to Arlington, the 
Indians showed they desperately need 
him.

No.4 HEN HUD – Junior Mike 
Smith is a scoring machine, game-plan 
accordingly as he will set all the scoring 
marks at Hen Hud before he’s done.

No.4A SOMERS – Loss of Tyler 
DeVito (torn ACL) is a massive blow to 
Coach DeGregorio’s Tuskers.

HM PUT VALLEY – Not saying this 
because he’s my nephew, but there is 
some pressure on Kevin Gallagher to 
emerge as a weapon to take some heat 

off the Bronzo boy as Coach Ignatz goes 
through the feeling-out process with so 
many newbies on the field.
ON THE HORIZON:

Mahopac hosts Yorktown today, so 
we’ll see if the Indians can indeed run 
with the section’s top dogs… Somers 
hosts Brewster today and we’ll see how 
the Tuskers cope without DeVito, and 
they’ll see Rye Thursday and Yorktown 
Saturday; saddle up Tuskers, it’s a monster 
week… Carmel and Haldane square 
off Wednesday in a battle of Putnam 
County’s second-tier teams… Put Valley 
will host Pleasantville in a rematch of last 
year’s semifinals, won by the Panthers. 
Is PV ready to stake its claim in Class 
C as the team Bronxville will need to 
beat in the end?... Lakeland/Panas visits 
Suffern Saturday in a big Class A game to 
determine early jockeying.

Yorktown grad Nicole Bartosch, a sophomore at Sacred Heart 
University recently became the first SHU athlete to win the NCAA 
Division I Indoor Women’s Track and Field Pentathlon at the East 
Coast Athletic Championships held at Boston U on March 16th. 
Bartosch had also  been named the Northeast Conference Field 
Athlete of  the Week in Jan.

Yorktown Grad Bartosch  
Shine at Sacred Heart

Yorktown D Dan Del Bene puts a whack on Brewster’s Joe Petrogallo.

Yorktown’s Kyle Casey rips one of  five goals he would score in Huskers’ 18-6 win over Brewster and 
goalie Chris Schaub and pole Nick Coco.

Yorktown pole Brett Makar checks down on Brewster’s Tyler Gonska in Huskers’ 18-6 win.
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final

October 8 - October 14, 2013 The Putnam Examiner2A

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.

Somers senior M Nicole DeMase dropped a career-high 
66 goals and 11 assists last year, helping the Tuskers to 
their first Section 1 Class B championship last season. John 
Hopkins-bound this summer, DeMase is hoping to add to 
her legacy as one of  the all-time greats to ever play at 
Somers.

Somers senior A Emily 
Englert provides the 
Tuskers with another 
serious weapon. Having 
played her club season 
with the prestigious 
Metro Magic, the Navy-
bound Englert will look 
for Loyola-bound Livy 
Rosenzweig as her 
sidekick on attack and 
expect Siena-bound 
senior D Diana Bradbury 
to anchor the defense.

Mahopac senior 
M Kim Harker, 
who will head to 
Northwestern this 
summer with every 
scoring record at 
Mahopac, has scored 
167 goals over the 
past two seasons. 
An All-American 
last season, Harker 
trained with the U.S. National Under-19 Team last summer and 
hopes that training will translate to the Indians, a legitimate 
Class A Final 4 hopeful. Kelly Maxwell, Jane Kasparian and Sarah 
Quarto are all premier players for Harker to work with.

Yorktown senior 
M Emily Concialdi 
seems like she’s 
been around forever, 
and the two-time All-
American has been 
doing it as well as 
anyone in the region 
for three years now. 
As she enters Year 
4 with thoughts 
of  University of  

Southern California next season, Conch hopes to build on a 40 goal/11 
assist campaign, which she did despite missing three games with an 
ankle injury. With Syracuse-bound Rilea Fusco and D Emma Kashian 
also in the fold, the Huskers hope to erase the painful memory of  the 
last two seasons, when the Huskers suffered championship setbacks 

Lakeland/Panas senior Molly Fitzpatrick is coming off  of  a second 
straight 78-goal season, which makes her among the most prolific 
scorers in Rebel history. Manhattan-bound later this summer, 
Fitzpatrick is one of  many athletic Rebels who hope to take back the 
Class A crown they once wore five years running before losing in the 
championship two of  the last three seasons.

Hen Hud’s All-
Section A Amber 
Feminella will 
fill the nets this 
season, hoping to 
lead the Sailors, 
who lost to Pearl 
River in the 
quarterfinals last 
year, one step 
further under 
fifth-year Coach 
Mary Honovich. 
The Sailors return 
everyone from a 
team that showed 
improvement.

Putnam Valley senior 
M Eva Rabson will be 
the first, second and 
third option for the 
young Tigers, just 
two years removed 

from their 2013 Section 1 Class C championship. The Siena-bound 
Rabson has a knack for finishing and will do so often.

Yorktown sophomore Rilea Fusco is about to expose 
those who follow Coach Ellen Mager’s Huskers to the 
next level of  her game. The Syracuse-bound attackman 
has great field vision and a high lax IQ, which enables 
her to dish and score with equal effectiveness.

Expect Big 
Season 

from Laxers 
at Somers, 
Yorkown, 

Lake-Panas 
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Somers’ DeMase Will Fill Nets

Tusker Englert to Spark Attack

Yorktown’s 
Concialdi 

Among  
Section’s 
Best Mids

Rebel 
Fitzpatrick 
a Prolific 

Scorer

Feminella to Lead Sailors

Put Valley’s 
Rabson is 
Tigers’  
Go-To Gal

Yorktown’s Fusco Poised for 
Breakout Campaign

Mahopac’s 
Harker on 
Record-
Setting 

Pace
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With temps in the low-30s and snow showers all about, Mahopac’s Max Littleton (R) celebrates his goal with Dan Foley (3) during the Indians’ 8-6 setback to and up-and-coming 
Arlington club last Saturday in Freedom Plains where the undermanned tribe squandered a 6-5 fourth-quarter lead... see Boys Lax Notebook

Mad Max!

Mahopac 
Frosted by 
Arlington, 

8-6


