
By David Propper
The Carmel Town Board scrapped plans 

to enforce new proposed signage laws after 
a throng of local Mahopac and Carmel 
business owners flooded town hall during a 
Feb. 25 meeting. 

After more than two hours of public 
comment about the new proposed set of 
ordinances that would hit the business 
districts of Mahopac and Carmel, which 
critics claimed were too restrictive, town 
board members agreed to put a complete 
halt to the process and start from scratch, a 
sigh of relief to almost a hundred business 
owners that attended. 

“I think the initial result is a complete 
success for the business community,” Mike 
Bucci, the CEO of the Mahopac-Carmel 
Chamber of Commerce said a few days after 
the meeting. 

While these set of laws were stopped 

cold, Bucci said the business community 
must stay involved to help shape a set of 
signage laws that are pro-business. While 
acknowledging the challenge, Bucci 
expressed confidence it can be done where 
business owners don’t feel disenfranchised 
by the local government.  

Some of the proposed laws included 
banning backlit signs, neon signs, 
incandescent light sources, and flashing, 
moving, or changing colors on LED lights. 
Additionally, portable sandwich signs or 
also known as A-frame boards would be 
outlawed.

The suggested changes also focused on 
the size and color of the signs, noting that 
colors could only be muted in earth tones. 
Signs in windows could not be any more 
than 10 percent of the window. 

Business owners, many of them along 

By Neal Rentz
A split Southeast Town Board approved 

rezoning for the proposed Crossroads 
312 retail and hotel project during a 
special meeting on Feb. 26, a defining 
vote for a proposal that has proved to be 
wildly controversial, especially in recent 
months.

Voting to amend Chapter 138 of 
the town code were Councilmen 
Edwin Alvarez and Robert Cullen and 
Councilwoman Liz Hudak. Supervisor 
Tony Hay voted against the resolution 
and Councilwoman Lynne Eckardt, who 
did not attend the meeting, in a statement 
read by Hay, said she would have voted 
against the rezoning.  

The resolution changed the zoning on 
the parcel from RC (rural commercial) to 
HC1 (highway commercial).

The Crossroads 312 development plans 
to create 143,000 square feet of retail and 
restaurant space with a 100-room hotel 
situated on 50 acres of land between NYS 
Route 312 and Interstate 84. The residents 

that have supported the project voiced 
their desire to shop at big chain stores 
locally and believed the development 
would create jobs and lower taxes, while 
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Southeast Supervisor Tony Hay voted against 
rezoning for the proposed Crossroads 312 
property at the special Feb. 26 town board 
meeting, though the resolution was approved 3-1.

CEO of  the Mahopac-Carmel Chamber of  Commerce Mike Bucci speaks up for the business community 
who came out in full force to oppose proposed signage laws during a Feb. 25 public hearing.
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By David Propper
Karen Goos loved the sound of music 

blasting in the background. 
That’s one aspect of Goos’ life that stuck 

out to neighbor and friend Beth Roche, 
who has started an online fundraising 
page to help Goos’ family pay for the 
funeral expenses. 

“(My daughters) would try to do their 
homework and (Karen) would blast the 
radio and they’d come turn it down and 
she would come turn it back up,” Roche 
recalled. “She loved her music. She would 
change the words to things that would 
be real dramatic. Just make up her own 
words. She was just a lot of fun.”

Goos’ life was cut short after she was 
found lying face down in the snow on Feb. 
20 and died shortly after she was rushed 
to Putnam Hospital Center. Her mother, 
Barbara, who Goos lived with because 
of a developmental disability, called the 
police about two hours after Goos didn’t 
return home from apparently throwing 

out the garbage. Goos was 53-years-old. 
Now, in the face of tragedy, a massive 

effort to pay off the funeral expenses is 
underway.

Roche, who used to worked at Putnam 
ARC that is a non-profit dedicated to 
disabled residents, would work with Goos 
at the center during the day and because 
she and Goos’ mother lived right next to 

each other, she would bring her home and 
have her stay with her until Goos’ mother 
got home from work.

After Goos’ died, Roche knew she 
needed to find a way to help Barbara. On 
the GoFundMe page dedicated to Goos, 
Roche wrote, “Her mother is devastated 
of course, but also is unable to afford the 
funeral expenses for Karen.” 

As of Monday morning, the fundraising 
page has raised $4,410, which a thankful 
Roche said she was “amazed” by. One 
contributor even donated $1,000.  

“This started with one little Facebook 
post,” Roche said. 

The church that Goos went to with her 
mother has also been lending a helping 
hand in the wake of tragedy. Pastor 
Jennifer Boyd of the Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Brewster said the church has 
also set up another fundraising page on 
giveforward.com. That effort has raised 
$2,735 as of Monday morning. 

Boyd said Goos and her mother 
would come to the church’s lady’s group 
every Thursday and help with crafts and 
have snacks. Goos was a joyful presence 
around the church, Boyd noted. 

“Karen was always giving folks hugs 
and stuff whenever they came,” Boyd 
said. “My husband has some health 
issues and so she would often ask, ‘How’s 
Michael, how’s Michael,’ she might ask 
me numerous times in the same day, but 
had only met him a few times, but would 
always ask about him.”

Boyd said she talked with Roche 
and they both decided to combine the 
donations they collect from the online 
pages. 

A memorial service was held for Goos 
Monday afternoon at Cargain Funeral 
Home.

Goos Remembered as Community Rallies to Pay Funeral Costs

Karen Goos.

‘Karen was always giving 
folks hugs and stuff 

whenever they came.’ - 
Pastor Jennifer Boyd.
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By David Propper
A former high ranking officer within 

the Putnam County Sheriff ’s Department 
was indicated on charges based off of 
police brutality claims last Friday, another 
sour note in the never ending feud 
between District Attorney Adam Levy 
and Sheriff Don Smith. 

Pat Castaldo, a former senior 
investigator, pled not guilty to three 
charges — filing a false instrument, 
official misconduct, and attempted 
assault, according to a lohud.com report. 
The one felony, and two misdemeanors, 
respectively, stem from a July 3 incident 

at Carmel Town Hall where a prisoner 
claimed Castaldo went over the line after 
he was restrained attempting to escape. 

The prisoner, Kenneth DeFreitas, who 
was arraigned on robbery charges that 
day, claims he faced unwarranted physical 
abuse from Castaldo and another former 
sheriff ’s investigator, Gerald Schramek. 
Castaldo resigned in late 2014 from his 
position and Schramek resigned a couple 
weeks ago. 

Castaldo’s attorney, Andrew Quinn, 
is moving to get Levy removed from 
prosecuting the case because of an alleged 
conflict of interest, according to an article 

published on lohud.com. Castaldo is a 
possible witness in Levy’s defamation 
lawsuit against Smith and Levy has been 
unable to depose Castaldo while he is 
being investigated on the police brutality 
claims, according to the article. 

Federal prosecutors, which also 
investigated the July 3 incident, opted not 
to prosecute the two former investigators. 

The Putnam County Legislature though, 
did pay DeFreitas $35,000 settlement 
after he sued the county for civil rights 
violations. 

Legislators viewed videotape 
surrounding the alleged incident. A 
Freedom of Information Act Request has 
been sent to the Putnam DA’s office in 
hopes of obtaining that video.

The Town of Kent Republican 
Committee (KRC) would like to meet 
qualified residents who are interested in 
serving on the Kent Town Board either 
as Supervisor or as a Town Council 
member.   The Committee would like to 
interview individuals who have a spirit 
of community, who have demonstrated 
leadership qualities either in their 
profession or through volunteer work 
and are committed to enhancing the 
future direction of the Town of Kent.  
Established in 1795, Kent has a strong 

historic background in Putnam County 
that many would like to see reach its full 
potential.   

Additionally, the KRC would like 
to extend an invitation to any and all 
candidates that are seeking a nomination 
for a county-wide position.  Resume’s for 
consideration should be sent by March 
15th to the Kent Republican Committee, 
342 Lake Shore Drive, Carmel or emailed 
to eccac20@gmail.com.   For further 
information please call 854-531-9688.  

Former Sheriff’s Investigator Indicted on Three Charges

Republicans Seek Candidates 
for the Town of Kent
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By David Propper
Carmel school officials are waiting—

and hoping school aid figures from 
New York State give them flexibly when 
constructing next school year’s budget, a 
process set to get underway this month. 

Carmel school officials offered three 
different scenarios during a Feb. 24 
school board meeting, as Carmel, along 
with every other district in the county, 
and for that matter New York State, 
await for state aid figures to be revealed 
in Governor Andrew Cuomo’s budget. 
Depending on the aid handed down 
by the state, the Carmel school district 
could see itself in a $416,698 shortfall, or 
a $728,302 surplus. 

The amount of state aid local school 
systems could receive depend on 
whether the state Legislature signs off on 
the education reforms Cuomo is hoping 
to push through. If the two sides are 
stuck in deadlock, 
Carmel anticipates it 
would get the same 
increase as last year 
at 1.7 percent, but if 
reforms are passed, 
Cuomo could offer 
up as much as a 4.8 
percent increase. 

If Carmel rakes in 
a 4.8 percent increase, which would be 
the most it got from the state in several 

years, Carmel Superintendent of School 
Dr. James Ryan offered a plethora of 
options the board could approach 
including reinstating extended day 
kindergarten, more foreign language 

options, additional 
course sections 
at the middle 
school and high 
school, more club 
and activities and 
more facilities 
upgrades and bus 
replacements. 

The only situation 
in which Carmel school officials would 
have to cut is if the district didn’t receive 

any state aid increase, which Ryan said 
during the meeting is highly unlikely. 

The tax levy increase allowable by 
the state mandated cap is 2.25 percent, 
meaning a $90,364,488 increase. 

Board president Richard Kreps, 
who when prompted by a community 
member divulged he is likely to run for 
the school board again this May, said 
in an interview after the meeting that 
Cuomo’s position on withholding state 
aid number is “wrong,” a sentiment 
shared by school boards across the 
county.  

“To hold public education hostage to 
get reforms through monetary is not the 
way to go,” Kreps said. 

Carmel School Officials: Design of Carmel Budget Depends on State Aid
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Kent elementary school students performed for school officials, board members and plenty of  beaming 
family members before a Feb. 24 board meeting at Kent Elementary School. 

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
From left: Carmel school board president Richard Kreps, Superintendent of  Schools James Ryan and 
Deputy Superintendent Andy Irvin discuss the preliminary budget for the next year.

‘To hold public education 
hostage to get reforms through 

monetary is not the way to 
go.’– Carmel School Board 
President Richard Kreps. 
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By Janine Bowen
Kent residents are voicing concerns 

about the newly created sewer district 
while town officials are weighing the pros 
and cons of allowing residents to opt out 
of it.

At a Feb. 24 town board meeting, 
several residents were upset about 
the financial burden the new district 
carries for residents who didn’t ask to be 
included in the district. Doreen Pugliese, 
a property owner in the town for the 
last 14 years, stated that following the 
creation of the sewer district, she received 
a tax bill that was nearly $2,000 higher 
than she expected due to sewer district 
fees. Residents are also required pay to 
have their homes connected to the sewer 
line, which creates a difficult situation for 
Pugliese, whose property has two homes 
that will require two separate hook-ups. 

“I’m going to have to give up my home 
because I can’t afford to stay there. I don’t 
have the means,” said Pugliese, who 
stated that she has already had to file for 
bankruptcy to stay in her home. “I just 
don’t know what to do at this point.” 

She also noted that there is no reason 
that the two homes on her property need 
to be connected to the sewer system, as 
the septic system is working fine and gets 
serviced every two years. 

Joseph Savio echoed Pugliese’s concerns 
about finances noting the taxes for his 

property have increased by $6,000. Savio, 
who is the CEO of Giuseppe Corporation 
which owns the building that houses 
Healy’s Corner Restaurant, stated he will 
also need to pay an additional $3,000 to 
have the building connected to the sewer 
line. Adding to Savio’s frustration is the 
fact that he has attempted several times to 
pay his bill only to be turned away by the 
town’s receiver of taxes. 

Earlier this year, the town board 
passed a resolution that allowed Kent 
residents to pay their sewer tax in two 
installments. The receiver of taxes, citing 
a portion of New York State law, said that 
the resolution is not legal and has refused 
to accept money from Savio when he 
attempted to pay half of his bill. 

Councilman Paul Denbaum explained 
that town officials are currently working 
with the state comptroller as well as 
attorneys in order to amend the tax bills 
in a way that allows the resolution to take 
full effect. One of these options is to label 
the payments a fee instead of a tax. 

Denbaum expressed frustration that 
nobody mentioned any legal concerns 
about the resolution until the 11th hour, 
creating a difficult situation now. 

“It wasn’t until the last hour that 
objections or complaints came up from 
other individuals, including the tax 
receiver, so I’m not really pleased with the 

process,” he said.
Denbaum stated he expects the issue 

regarding the legality of the resolution 
to be resolved within the next week, and 
jokingly urged Savio to pay his bill in 
pennies the next time he returns. 

Within the next few weeks, the town 
board is also expected to make a decision 
as to whether or not they will allow 
certain residents to opt out of the sewer 
district. They plan to create guidelines 
for opting out and will consider requests 
on a case-by-case basis, although there 

is concern about the implications of 
allowing residents to not participate. 

Some town board members were 
apprehensive about letting owners of 
undeveloped properties opt out fearing 
this might create several plots of land 
that will be undevelopable in the future. 
On the other hand, Denbaum noted that 
allowing people to opt out could allow 
others to opt in. 

“This is a new process for all of us and 
we’re really trying to figure it out,” said 
Supervisor Maureen Fleming. 

Wary Residents Look to Opt Out of Kent Sewer District

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Businesses like Healy’s Corner Restaurant along the Route 52 corridor are facing huge fee increases as 
a result of  the new sewer system put into place. 
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By David Propper 
More than month ago, Brewster 

school officials were refuting seemingly 
unsubstantiated claims of gang violence 
in Brewster High School and clarifying 
its obligation to serve every student 
regardless of ethnicity and immigration 
status. 

During a Feb. 24 Board of Education 
meeting, students from the district’s high 
school gave a clearer picture of how new 
students within Brewster are integrating 
into the district and the positive affect 
those students are having on the student 

body. High school principal Dr. Joseph 
Castagnola said students in advanced 
Spanish classes “have mentored our 
newest population,” as part of a program 
within the school.

One student, Amy Rivera, expressed 
empathy with the new Latin population, 
noting her mother came to Brewster from 
Ecuador when she was only 13-years-old, 
“so it was a big transition for her.” 

“Her experience was of course difficult,” 
Rivera said of her mother. “Because at 
the time there weren’t a lot of Hispanic 
students at the school so this situation 

hits at home.”
Rivera said she’s doing everything she 

can to assist the new students and make 
them feel like it’s a “safe environment to 
learn in.”

One way Rivera and other students 
have lent a helping hand is by translating 
for students who are not fluent in the 
English language. That means translating 
from teachers to students and vice-versa, 
as well as other staff members and even 
peer-to-peer. 

Sophomore Gesselle Jarrin spoke 
about a freshman she’s mentoring who 

has been able to adapt to an American 
school environment quickly and noted 
she hasn’t faced any mean spirited fellow 
students. 

“Even giving them a hug or a smile or 
asking them how’s their day, they might 
feel a little better and open up to other 
people,” Jarrin said. 

Heidi Sunan added “you help who 
you can” and even the smallest gesture 
like pointing to the main office can be 
valuable to new students.

 “If moving to a new school is hard, 
imagine how moving to a new country is 
where you don’t speak the language and 
you don’t know the customs,” she said. 
“It’s difficult.”

Freshman student Darlin Palma said 
she spoke with a female student who 
didn’t feel comfortable in her gym class 
because some of the other girls in the 
class weren’t welcoming her. Palma 
suggested she and the student go to the 
guidance office and after talking with a 
counselor, the new student was switched 
to a new gym class she feels better in. 

“I see her in the halls now and I ask her 
‘how are you feeling’ and she says, ‘I feel 
so much better, I feel like I fit in,’” Palma 
said. 

Last month, Superintendent of School 
Dr. Tim Conway and school board 
president Dr. Stephen Jambor swatted 
away rumors of gang involvement in the 
high school caused by Brewster’s growing 
Latino population. 

In a letter written to Southeast 
Supervisor Tony Hay, who forwarded 
a letter to Conway from a resident 
voicing concerns about the gang rumors, 
Conway said after speaking with high 
school officials and the SPO officer for 
the school, actual evidence didn’t exist to 
support the rumors of gang activity. 

Jambor said during an interview in 
January there are 100 new students 
enrolled in the district, which is about 
a “normal bump” for Brewster each 
year. He added there are more Spanish-
speaking students, though noting that 
has been an occurrence throughout the 
state and country.

“It’s a national phenomenon,” Jambor 
said.

Brewster Mentoring Program Assist New Spanish-Speaking Students
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Open the door to new ideas.  
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By Janine Bowen
The Kent Highway and Facilities 

Department is looking to save money by 
replacing air conditioning units during 
the renovation of the building. 

According to Highway Superintendent 
Richard Othmer, the building currently 
utilizes six window air conditioning 
units which use 1500 watts per hour 
each. According to estimates by Othmer, 
during the summer, these units cost 
approximately $25.92 daily or $778 per 
month to run. He plans to switch to a 
central air conditioning unit that would 
cut the bill by 60% to $300 per month 
while using only 3500 watts overall. 

Othmer explained the new unit would 
have a lifespan of more than 25 years 
and estimates that the purchase will pay 

for itself in three years. In addition, he 
stated that in the future, central heating 
could be piggy-backed off of the duct 
work to reduce heating costs from $200 
per day to $20 per day and eliminate the 
use of space heaters. 

“To me, it just makes perfect financial 
sense,” said Othmer. 

After receiving several bids for the 
project, Othmer stated that the total cost 
would be approximately $12,500 and 
would be funded through the highway 
department’s budget but Councilman 
Paul Denbaum was not eager to approve 
the plan. 

Denbaum noted that recently, 
members of the highway department 
were struggling to come up with the 
funds for necessary employee training 
but are now able to fund the central air 
conditioning unit, which he considers a 
perk. 

“I think if there’s a choice that we 
have, I would rather see the training be 
the option, not the air conditioning,” 
said Denbaum. 

Furthermore, Denbaum was 
concerned the introduction of central 
air conditioning will actually cost 
more than Othmer anticipates, because 
the system can’t be shut off when the 
building is not in use like the current 
wall units are. 

At Tuesday night’s town board 

meeting, Othmer also asked the town 
board to approve advertisements for 
bids for a new salt shed for the property. 
Currently, the town is sharing a salt shed 
owned by the New York Department of 
Transportation but are only allowed to 
do so for a year. The board unanimously 
approved the advertisement, and said 
that they expect a contract for the 
project to be awarded by March 24. 

$200,000 is currently appropriated 
for the project, which Othmer hopes 
to begin construction on in April. 
The board hopes to make a decision 
regarding air conditioning for the 
building at their next regular meeting.

Central Air Proposed to be Part of Kent Highway Building Upgrades
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Angelina Lena
Angelina Lena, 93, of Carmel, died on 

February 22, 2015. Mrs. Lena was born 
on August 3, 1921 to Joseph and Santa 
(Bernardi) Vigliotti, in Scarsdale. Before 
she retired, she was an Administrator for 
Kraus Perodicales in Millwood. Mrs. Lena 
was very active in her community, she was a 
volunteer at Putnam Hospital for over twenty 
years and was a former Board Member of 
the Kent Seniors, in Kent. She is survived 
by her two beloved children; JoAnn (John) 
Barlok and Michele (Kevin) Collins, her 
three wonderful grandchildren; Jon Barlok, 
Denise (Scott) Stephens, Michele Barlok 

and four adoring great-grandchildren; Kara 
Stephens, Emma Stephens, Molly Stephens 
and Madelyn Barlok. She is predeceased by 
her six brothers and sisters.

Frederick William Hennings
Frederick William Hennings, formerly 

of Yonkers, died peacefully on Thursday, 
February 26 at his home in Brewster. He 
enjoyed a long and full 97 years in service 
to his country, family and community.  Fred 
was born in Mount Vernon, on October 18, 
1917. He was the younger son of William 
and Augusta Hennings. Fred received an 
appointment to West Point but did not 
attend due to the war. He joined the army 
and served in the 1st Battalion 258th Field 
Artillery. He was honorable discharge in 
1940.  On June 23, 1940, he married his wife 
of 73 years, Mary Darling (McKeever). He 
worked at Stewart Stamping Co in Yonkers, 
as Forman of the Multi-Slide Department. 
He retired in 1981. After retiring he and 
Mary traveled near and far. Many trip to 
Cape Cod to visit Fred’s brother, Gus and 
his wife Esther. They journey to Australia, 
New Zealand, Nova Scotia, London, Alaska 
and the Panama Canal.  Fred was a longtime 
and dedicated member of the Freemasons. 
Originally a member of the Harlem Lodge 
he became active in the Carmel Lodge 
after his move to Brewster in 2001. He was 
honored to be named Right Worshipful of 
the Grand Lodge of Manhattan. Fred spent 
much of his time in service with the Elk, first 

at his Scarsdale Lodge, where he was named 
Elk of the Year and then in Brewster. Fred 
was also a member of the Blue Rock Rod 
and Gun Club where he spent time with 
both of his sons and many friends.  Fred 
was predeceased by his loving wife Mary, 
daughter Elizabeth (infant), son Theodore 
(Ted) and daughter-in-law Beverly. He is 
survived by his son Michael, daughter-
in-law Christine and his four grandsons, 
William, of Mobile AL, Christopher, of 
Brewster, Gregory and Sean of North Salem, 
NY. In Lieu of flowers please consider 
donations to the American Cancer Society.

Blanche M. Adams
Blanche M. Adams, 83, died on February 

27, at Putnam Hospital Center. Mrs. Adams 
was born on June 10, 1931 to Clifford and 
Katherine (Wright) Moore in Goldens 
Bridge. Mrs. Adams was a waitress for 
many years at the Carmel Diner in Carmel, 
NY. She is survived by her four children; 
Joanne Castillo, Anthony Azzarito, Cindy 
Pankovic and Jill Hughes, eight beloved 
grandchildren; twevle adoring great-
grandchild and one wonderful great-
great-grandchild. She is predeceased by 
her beloved son Lewis Ward, her brother 
and her sister.   A visitation will be held on 
Thursday, March 5, from 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
at Cargain Funeral Homes, Inc., 10 Fowler 
Avenue, Carmel. A Prayer Service will 
follow at 11 a.m. with an interment to follow 
at Raymond Hill Cemetery, Carmel.
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Putnam County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell will present the State of the County 
address at 7 p.m. on Thursday, March 12, at 
Putnam County Golf Course, 187 Hill Street 
in Mahopac.  Prior to the address, there will 
be a Family Wellness Marketplace, which 
will open at 5:30 p.m.

As she has in the past, Odell has chosen 
to highlight a particular theme as she starts 
her first full term and fourth year as County 
Executive. 

“This year will be ‘The Year of the Family,’” 
said Odell. “While Putnam has long had the 
reputation for being a great place to raise 
a family, and many consider the Putnam 
community itself a large family, we are going 
to focus on how we can help maintain the 
family as a unit as we move forward making 

our fiscal and social decisions.”
Among the topics Odell will discuss will 

be the One Army on the War on Addiction, 
the Donate for Life initiative to increase 
life-saving organ donations, Putnam’s 
financial status, the effects of this severe 
winter’s weather on county infrastructure 
and facilities, updates from Tilly Foster 
Farm, and breaking news from the Bureau 
of Emergency Services.

The Expo will highlight businesses, 
organizations and not-for-profits 
throughout Putnam and showcase the 
number of services offered for families 
through various county departments 
such as Health, Social Services, Youth 
Bureau, and Tourism.  Among the nearly 
200 restaurants participating in this year’s 

Hudson Valley Restaurant Week (March 
9-22) are several family-friendly and 
popular dining establishments in Putnam, 
some of whom may be represented when 
lite fare and refreshments are served 
following the State of the County address. 
A complete list restaurants celebrating 
HVRW can be found at http://www.
hudsonvalleyrestaurantweek.com.

Odell said she would welcome any 
organization that would like to participate 
in the Family Wellness Marketplace and 
asks that a representative contact her office 
at (845) 808-1001.

For further information about Putnam 
County’s many services and departments, 
residents may visit the County website at: 
www.putnamcountyny.com.

March is Problem Gambling Awareness 
Month. Issues seemingly unconnected to 
gambling, like financial stress or health 
issues, may be an indicator that someone in 
your life has a gambling addiction.

Problem Gambling Awareness Month 
coincides with the start of March Madness 
which is when college basketball teams 
compete and many people bet on the games 
and the outcomes of the games.

While for many people gambling is a form 
of entertainment, for others it can become a 
serious addiction. Just like having a drink 

can develop into alcoholism, chemicals in 
the brain are activated during gambling 
activity and for 6-8 million Americans it 
turns into an addiction. Because a gambling 
disorder often goes unrecognized, only 
around 8 percent of those with a problem 
ever seek treatment.

Problem gambling is a legitimate mental 
health issue that responds well to treatment. 
The longer the problem gambling goes 
untreated, the greater the financial, 
emotional or health consequences can 
become.

If you suspect someone in your life has a 
gambling problem, have a conversation. Ask 
if they are struggling with the consequences 
of their gambling behaviors. Assure them 
that there is hope and help available. For 
more ideas on how to have the conversation, 
and information on problem gambling 
prevention and treatment resources visit the 
National Council on Alcoholism & Other 
Drug Dependencies/Putnam 845-225-
4646 www.putnamncadd.org or National 
Council on Problem Gambling NCPG at 
www.npgam.org or 1800-522-4700.

State of the County Address Set for March 12

Financial Troubles, Health Problems May Be Signs of Gambling Problem

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best 
to print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are  
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on the 
discretion of the editor. Please 
refrain from personal attacks. Email 
letters to Editor David Propper at  
dpropper@theexaminernews.com.  
The Putnam Examiner requires all 
letter writers provide their name, 
address and contact information.

Letters Policy
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By Tiffany Jansen
Nick Young has been tinkering 

with electronics for as long as he can 
remember. 

“I’ve always liked seeing how 
everything works,” he says. After a 
while, he started building computers for 
himself, “just as a hobby.”

So it seemed only fitting for the 
23-year-old Cortlandt resident to turn 
fixing everything from iPhones to 
computers into a business. 

Though Smart Fix Phone Repair only 
officially opened a few weeks ago, Young 
has been repairing electronics in Putnam 
County for some time. It all started when 
his own iPhone broke. After taking the 
device to a couple different repair shops 
and suffering major sticker shock, he 
decided to do the repairs himself. 

He was able to fix the phone quite 
easily thanks to his technical background 
(Young’s also logged in more than 30 
credit hours studying computer science 
at Westchester Community College), 
and for a fraction of what they would 
have charged him at a repair shop. 

“No one wants to pay hundreds of 
dollars to get their phone fixed,” Young 
says. “And people shouldn’t have to pay 
three times what the parts cost to get the 

job done.”
It struck him that he could offer repairs 

at a third of what his competitors were 
charging and still make good money. He 
decided to put his schooling on hold and 
began doing repairs out of his home and 
from the gas stations and park-n-rides 
where he also bought phones to use for 
parts.

Word of Young’s technical prowess and 
fair prices spread, eventually reaching Lou 
Maiello, owner of THEXTRACHANGE 
in Mahopac. Maiello thought his clients 

might be interested in Young’s services 
and contacted Young to offer him a space 
in the buy/sell/trade/consign shop. 

“We first spoke in November of last 
year and kept in touch in December,” 
said Young. “I started moving everything 
in in January and officially opened in 
February.”

So far, business has been good. 
Besides posts on local buy/sell pages 
on Facebook, Smart Fix Phone Repair 
doesn’t have an online presence yet. 
Though Young makes a point of setting 
out business cards wherever he can, new 
customers are hearing about his business 
almost exclusively by word of mouth. 
“My mom even sends me customers,” he 
says. “She works at a salon and tells her 
clients about me if they mention needing 
repairs.”

“I get a lot of customers who had 
repairs done elsewhere and paid a lot 
more, but it wasn’t done right,” Young 
continues. “I just want people to know 
that it can be done right the first time 
and at a much better price than what 
major retailers offer.”

He hopes to someday expand Smart 
Fix Phone Repair and eventually grow it 
into a franchise. Until then, if your iPad, 
iPhone, computer, or game console needs 

fixing, head to THEXTRACHANGE on 
Route 6 and ask for Nick Young.

Smart Fix Phone Repair is located 
at 369 Route 6 in Mahopac, NY inside 
THEXTRACHANGE. Drop by the shop 
or call Nick Young at 845-520-0672.  

Smart Fix Phone Repair 
Mahopac

Business 

of the Week

Owner Nick Young of  Smart Fix Phone Repair.

‘No one wants to pay 
hundreds of dollars to 

get their phone fixed and 
people shouldn’t have 

to pay three times what 
the parts cost to get the 

job done.’- Nick Young of 
Smart Fix Phone Repair 

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts and more to come at Somers Custom Framing!
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residents against the proposal have said 
they do not want to see the character of 
the town changed and expressed concerns 
over increased traffic, visibility pollution 
and the menial jobs it would produce, 
while being skeptical of the lower taxes 
promised by the development team.

The project was originally proposed 
to cover nearly six acres on Route 
312 by Crossroads 312 LLC and JPH 
Development Corp. in August 2009.

Alvarez said he supported the 
rezoning because the project would add 
many positive aspects to the town. The 
development would be located “in an 
appropriate location,” he said.

Crossroads would generate additional 
tax revenue in both the town and Putnam 
County, Alvarez said. 

“The project would benefit the town,” 
Alvarez said.  

Cullen said the current smaller 
Crossroads concept was an improvement 

of previous plans. “The project has gone 
through at least three designs,” he said. 

Crossroads would provide additional 
jobs and tax revenues, Cullen added.

Hudak said she supported the 
rezoning because “Putnam County 
needs a hotel” and the additional 
commercial development the Crossroads 
project would generate. The property, 
located near two major highways, was 
an appropriate site for the proposed 
development, she said. 

Hay said he could not support the 
rezoning because it “sets a very bad 
precedent” in town. Other owners of 
property zoned RC would seek to have 
their zoning changed to RC1 in the 
future, he said.

Hay said he was concerned that with 
the rezoning the developer may decide 
in the future seek to build commercial 
development that was not a hotel. 
Hay called on the developer to build a 
hotel within a decade and if they did 
not, donate the land where the hotel is 
currently being proposed to the town for 
parkland.

Eckardt in her statement read during 
the meeting stated the project would 
negatively “impact the quality of life for 
many Southeast residents.” 

Crossroads would be “far from an 
economic silver bullet” for the town, 
Eckardt stated. 

Two residents spoke against the 
rezoning and two others supported it. 

Ann Fanizzi said one of several issues 
she had with the rezoning was that the 
owners of property located near Tilly 
Foster Farm zoned RC would seek to 
have their land rezoned and put up 
commercial development in that area. 

Samantha Jacobs, president of 
Residents for Responsible Development 
in Southeast, said she was skeptical about 
the economic and tax benefits those in 
favor of  Crossroads have said it would 
generate. Jacobs also said she did not 
know how the developers came up with 
their estimate that Southeast residents 
would have their property taxes reduced 
by $860 a year if the development was 
constructed. 

Tim O’Brien said Crossroads would 
generate additional tax revenues and jobs 
and he supported it. 

Another Crossroads supporter, Ed 
Coke from Carpenter Union Local 279, 
said many of his union’s members travel 
to New York City from the local area to 
work and the project would create several 
jobs close to their homes. 

Route 6, slammed the set of proposals.
Legislator Carl Albano, who owns and 

runs Albano Insurance Agency, questioned 
why the town board would go through with 
signage ordinances without first putting 
together a conceptual plan on how the 
board wants to see the town look 20 years 
into the future.

“If we don’t have that first, we don’t know 
where we’re going,” Albano said. “We’re 
just passing laws and doing things that are 
temporary fixes.”

Bucci said during the public hearing with 
many businesses continuing to pull itself up 
from the Great Recession, now is the wrong 
time put more regulations on businesses. 
He said signage is an effective way to reach 
new customers driving on Route 6. Bucci 

added, “Please instead of going from 80 
miles an hour to zero miles an hour, we 
compromise.”

More than 20 business owners and 
residents continued to speak out throughout 
the nearly three and a half hour hearing.

Barbershop owner Bobby Cobelli-Zizolfo 
said businesses have “five seconds to show 
someone who you are, what you are, and 
what you provide.”

“We want things to be beautiful and we 
want things to be uniformed,” Cobelli-
Zizolfo said. “But if you don’t suit the needs 
to individual businesses, and allow them 
to do what they need to do to create their 
revenue, all you’re going to have is a bunch 
of beautiful, uniformed closed storefronts.”

Al Bates, who owns a Mahopac carwash, 
said simply, “My identity is my signs.” 

“The reduction and elimination of these 
signs would be very detrimental to our area 
as would the prohibition and placement of 
new ones,” longtime resident Jack Tesler 
added. 

Resident Pat O’Malley, who is the 
chairman of the Northern Westchester/
Putnam St Patrick’s Day Parade committee, 
voiced the committee’s disapproval that the 
town could start charging $1,500 to put up 
the promotional banners, many of which 
advertise for non-profits.  He calls the cost 
“exorbitant.”

Putnam County Chambers of Commerce 
chairwoman Jennifer Maher also 
complained about the $1,500 fee, stating 
how insane that charge would be to non-
profits who are filled with volunteers and 
bring many visitors to the area. 

Councilman Jonathan Schneider stated 
the $1,500 charge is actually how much it 
cost the town highway department to put 
the banners up and the town must find ways 
to tighten costs.

When prompted, town board members 
said they didn’t conduct a formal study 
before proposing those signage laws, but did 
hear complaints from numerous residents 
about the lacking aesthetic of the town.

Bucci said he would like to see the town 
do a formal study before moving forward 
with a revised set of signage laws and that 
the business community must continue to 
collaborate with the town board. 

Bucci, who noted last Wednesday is a 
prime example why a chamber of commerce 
is valuable, stated, “Now the real work 
begins for our Chamber of Commerce.”

Split Southeast Town Board Approves Crossroads Rezoning

Mahopac-Carmel Biz Owners Rally to Stop New Signage Laws

continued from page 1

continued from page 1

Run, walk, or cheer in the fight against colorectal cancer. 

MANHATTANVILLE COLLEGE
PURCHASE, NY 

SUNDAY, MARCH 29
events.coloncancerchallenge.org

T H E  T W E L F T H  A N N U A L  C O L O N  C A N C E R
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would like to Congratulate the 
2013 Grand Marshall Timmy Maher.2015 Co-Grand Marshals Peggy Grant & Bernadette Cummins
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The 39th annual 
Northern Westchester/Putnam 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
will be held Sunday, March 8.

The parade step off is set 
for 2 p.m. along Route 
6 in Mahopac. Prior to 

the parade, the Pledge of 
Allegiance 

will be said at 
the Mahopac 

Volunteer Fire 
Department at 

12:45 p.m.
Grand Marshals Peggy Evers 

Grant (left) and Bernie Cummins. 
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Bernie was born on February 9, 1956 
to Michael and Hannah Murphy in 
Killenaule, County Tipperary, Ireland 
and is the third oldest of thirteen 
children, nine girls and four boys. Her 
sister, Margo, died in 2011. Her parents 
owned the local Chipper and she was 
busy helping with her siblings and 
working in the Shop growing up. She was 

educated in Killenaule National School 
and Killenaule Vocational School. After 
receiving her Commercial Course 
Certificate, she worked as bookkeeper 
for the State Solicitor in Clonmel. Co 
Tipperary. In 1972 she immigrated to 
London with her childhood sweetheart, 
Eamon Cummins, whom she 
later married on December 
31, 1977, in St. Dennis’s 
Church in Yonkers, New 
York.  They lived in the Bronx 
and Queens before moving 
to Carmel in 1987. Bernie 
and Eamon are the proud 
parents of three beautiful 
daughters: Caroline, 
Michelle and Kathleen.  
Grandsons, Rylan Dumont (Caroline 
and Brian), twins Nicholas and Logan 
Cerone (Michelle) and Johnny Kleine 
(Kathleen-Katie).  These four boys are the 
light of her life.   Along the way, Bernie 
has held several jobs.  From 1972-1977, 
she worked for Bland Payne Insurance 
Company in their foreign exchange 
department; 1987-1997 she worked 
as a home health aide and from1997-

2002 she worked at Chris’s Automotive 
Center in Carmel, first as Bookkeeper,  
then as Office Manager. These jobs 
paled by comparison when she arrived 
at her most favorite job, “Bernie’s Deli”, 
which she opened in 2003. This was 
“Home Away from Home” for her and 

for many of her Irish 
friends and neighbors, 
until she sold it in 
2009. Bernie was blessed 
to meet and become 
informally adopted 
by two wonderful 
“grandmas” here in New 
York, Virginia Wiede 
of North Salem and 
Grandma Mae Collins, 

who was an important part of our parade 
until her death in January, 2013. All of 
Bernie’s family lives in Ireland, England 
& California. Since arriving in New York 
she has made many lifelong friends who 
are always there with their love and 
support.  Bernie is a proud Member of 
the Emerald Association, where she has 
held various positions on the Executive 
Board. Bernie was honored as “Emerald 

of the Year” in 2007. She also volunteered 
at the Putnam County Feis.  She is a 
Member of the Co. Tipperary N & B 
Association. She is on the Committee 
for the Patterson Relay for Life.  She 
has been on the St Patrick’s Day Parade 
Committee since 1999, starting as 
Publicity now holding the position as 
Treasurer.

Bernadette “Bernie” Cummins
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Margaret (Peggy) Evers Grant was 
born and raised in the Throggs Neck 
section of the Bronx on June 9, 1954 
to Florence Robinson Evers and James 
Evers. Her maternal grandparents, Annie 
Devine Robinson and John Robinson 
were from Belfast, County Antrim, 
Ireland. She is the oldest of six children 
and throughout her childhood she 
became the confidant to her younger 
siblings – Jimmy (died in 1989), Ruth, 
John, Terry and Anne.  Peggy attended 
St. Frances de Chantel Grammar School 
and continued on to Preston High School 
where she formed lasting friendships.  
Those friends still keep in touch, meet 
for dinner and also get away twice a 
year for their special “Girls’ Weekends”.  
After graduation from Preston, Peg 

attended Grace Institute Business School 
and secured her first secretarial job at 
Union Carbide in New York City.  After 
three years there, she moved on to the 
“Star” magazine which, to this day, was 
her most exciting job ever. Eventually 
reality set in  - Peg got married 
in 1975 and was blessed with 
two beautiful children, Kristen 
Anne and Patrick Joseph 
Cloughessy.  In the summer of 
1989, Peg left her Bronx roots 
and moved to Putnam County 
where she soon discovered the 
Emerald Association, which she joined in 
1990.  Peggy was honored by the Emerald 
Association as “Emerald of the Year” in 
2006. Along the way, Peggy met her new 
husband Patrick (Jerry) Grant and their 

joined families have grown by leaps 
and bounds.  They are now the proud 
grandparents to nine Grandchildren; 
Jessica and Liam Grant (Tara and Tim); 
Riley and Colin Cleary (Kristen and 
Dennis); Fallon, Owen and Alice Grant 

(Owen and Ali); and Greyson 
and Logan Cloughessy (twins) 
(Pat and Haley).  When Peg 
isn’t bragging about her 
wonderful grandkids, she still 
finds time to volunteer in the 
community.  She has been a 
part of the St. Patrick’s Day 

Parade Committee in Putnam County 
for the past 22 years, serving as Treasurer, 
Line up Coordinator and Co-Chairman 
(twice); has volunteered her time with 
Carmel Volunteer Ambulance Corp. 
for 14 years as an Attendant and EMT; 
and is now a proud EMS member of the 
Mahopac Volunteer Fire Department, 
where she celebrated her first anniversary 
in November. In addition to all that, Peg 
does find time to get out of bed to get 
to her day job where she has worked 
as a legal secretary at Welby, Brady & 
Greenblatt in White Plains, for the past 
seven years.  Looking back, Peg can 

definitely say that her love of being Irish 
comes from her grandmother, Annie, 
who was lovingly called “Little Nanny” 
and who lived with them. Peg could 
always count on Nanny having a pot of 
tea brewing with lots and lots of sugar 
when you came home from school.  
Through her early years and high school 
they spent a lot of time together.  Her 
dad used to say that “she was the only kid 
born in this country who had a brogue”.

Margaret (Peggy) Evers Grant

Northern Westchester & Putnam 39th Annual 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade 2015
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944 Route 6 • Mahopac, NY
845.803.8193

www.socialon6.com
Lunch • Dinner • Sun Brunch 11:00-4

Happy Hour 4pm-6pm Daily
Thurs, Fri & Sat 4pm - 6pm & 9pm - 11pm

$5 OFF ANY CHECK
of $30 or more

Social on 6
Not valid with any other offer.

Exp. 5/31/15

$10 OFF ANY CHECK
of $50 or more

Social on 6
Not valid with any other offer.

Exp. 5/31/15

Come See Our Beer Truck at the Parade on March 8th

Lunch • Dinner • Sun Brunch 11:00-4

Happy Hour 4pm-6pm Daily

Exp. 5/31/15
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Craft bEErs, atmosphErE and impECCablE sErviCE

A  D E S T I N AT I O N
the sounds of local chatter, increase as you walk through the door. You’re greeted  by your host 

within seconds… the sense of being is established. the decor feels  warm and inviting, yet rustic… 

the perfect balance to a welcoming environment.
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the sounds of local chatter, increase as you walk through the door. You’re greeted  by your host 

within seconds… the sense of being is established. the decor feels  warm and inviting, yet rustic… 

the perfect balance to a welcoming environment.

open sunday-thursday 11:30am -Whenever!
fr iday-saturday 11:00am-Whenever!

Like us!
944 route 6 |  mahopac, new York

845.803.8193

Visit us at www.socialon6.com

GRAND OPENING!

f i n E  f o o d  a n d  d r i n k

Live Music 
Every 

Saturday

Key Food Marketplace
1001 Route 6

Mahopac, NY 10541
845-628-7920

We have expanded our  
selection of Gluten Free,  

Organic, all natural products
Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
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Brewster Marching Band to 
Perform at St. Patrick’s Parade

DENISE SANTALIS PHOTO

The Brewster HS Marching Bears will be performing in the annual NYC St Patrick’s Day 
Parade. This will be the 7th appearance for the band in this event, beginning in 2008 
with the one exception being in 2013 when the group instead traveled to Ireland to 
participate the Dublin and Limerick Parades. The Marching Band is under the Direction 
of  Mr. George Viglucci and consists of  approximately 90 students.

The Putnam Examiner and its advertisers wish 
everyone a happy and safe St. Patrick’s Day

“Our 80th Year of Insurance with Local, Personal Service”

(845) 279-2064

TRURAN AGENCY
INSURANCE

• Home • Auto • Motorcycle
• Mobile Homes • Pleasure Boats • Motor Homes

• Policies for Small Businesses

1006 Route 22 (& Rt. 6), Brewster, NY

Call today!
We have Competitive Rates

Happy 
St. Patrick's 

Day!

Family Owned and Operated
“Our Reputation Is Our Greatest Asset”

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

(845) 279-8809
Quality & Service

Lic: #93

EXCAVATING CONTRACTORS

SEPTIC SYSTEMS INSTALLED • REPAIRED • CLEANED

• CURTAIN DRAINS
• WATERLINES
• LAND DRAINAGE
• SITEWORK
• UNDER ROAD BORING

• ELECTRIC SNAKING
• SEWER HOOKUPS

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL

• RADIO DETECTION SERVICES

www.tyndallseptic.com

TYNDALL
SEPTIC SYSTEMS INC.

Since 1968

54 Miller Rd • Mahopac NY 10541 •845 628-2127
www.westchesterputnampottery.com

Westchester Putnam Pottery 

Think Spring!

Join us for 

Ladies
  

Night 
on Thursday & 

Friday Nights!

Now booking  
Birthday Parties 

and events!

Private  
Party Room

Available

RegisteR Now  foR 
Summer Camp

DetailS 
oN website
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St. Patrick’s Day
See you at the

Parade

The Chophouse Grille
Steak Seafood Bar Lounge. . .

at

$3 Coors Light 

Outside during the Parade

$3 Killians Irish Red
$2 Sliders

CG
www.thechophousegrille.com

Inside at Happy Hour

2 for 1 Beer & Wine 
$2 OFF Cocktails 

discounted bar menu 

Sunday Brunch

$24.95
For Just

12pm - 2pm

957 Route 6 Mahopac
845 - 628 - 8300

Call For Reservations

Sunday March 10th8th

Captain Lawrence, Murphy’s Stout  
& Woodchuck Hard Cider

Sliders, Hot Dogs, 
Sausage & Peppers
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Qualifying for a Mortgage: What Next, Blood and Urine Samples?
With the purchase of four 

homes under my belt, I’ve 
applied for that many traditional 
mortgages. There have been 
many more times when I’ve 
taken mortgages to either lower 
my interest rate or tackle major 
renovations or new business 
ventures. 

I’ve lost count of how many 
times, but never have I been 
put through the wringer quite 
like the last time when I bought 
my new home at Trump Park 
Residences in  Shrub Oak.  

During the first round, I went 
through the humiliation of 
being turned down flat because, 
I am told, I am self-employed 
and was holding on to my 
primary residence, which already holds a 
hefty mortgage. The residence has served 
throughout my career as a piggy bank to 
finance one new business venture after 
another. 

The first mortgage lender, recommended 
by my selling agent, wasn’t as resourceful 
as he might have been. But the second 
one, Richie Vicinanza of Homestead 
Funding Corp., was my lucky charm and 
got me qualified. Still, the paperwork was 
astounding. Each time Vicinanza would ask 
me for more documentation, I would joke 
with him and eventually asked, “What next, 

a blood and urine sample?” 
But Vicinanza never lost 

patience with my insolence and 
saw me through the mortgage 
commitment and happy 
purchase of my new home. 

What is it that keeps the 
mortgage industry so distanced 
from its homebuyers and so 
difficult to deal with? I asked 
my two closest buddies in the 
business to comment about it. 
Beside Vicinanza, I asked that 
question of Paul M. Menga, who 
heads up the mortgage division 
of the agency where I hang my 
hat, William Raveis Mortgage.  

“I have been in the business 
for about 10 years now and the 
only significant differences I 

have noticed in qualification is with self-
employed borrowers,” Menga said. “They 
tend to have the most difficulty qualifying 
for a mortgage but it’s still not impossible 
if you know what you are doing, have the 
right lenders at your disposal and do your 
up-front homework to try and address all 
possible hurdles that you might face down 
the road.

“There has definitely been an increase 
in documentation required to secure a 
mortgage these days, but that is actually 
a good thing for the industry and helps 
solidify a safe and stable market for the 

future. Lack of documentation and due 
diligence were major contributors to the 
housing industry collapse.”

Basic qualification standards haven’t 
changed much over the years, Menga said. 
Prospective borrowers may mistakenly 
associate increased paperwork with 
increased difficulty in qualifying, which is 
not the case.

Menga said there are still low down 
payment options available, even 0 percent 
in some cases, so it remains a great time 
for first-time homebuyers or people who 
saw their credit suffer during the housing 
market collapse.

“Regulation standards for mortgage 
lenders have changed and will continue to 
change, especially since the financial crisis 
of 2008,” Vicinanza said. “The industry 
has been required to conform to new 
guidelines brought on by the Dodd-Frank 
Act, which promotes financial institutions’ 
accountability and consumer protection.”

The most recent implementation, he said, 
was the Qualified Mortgage guidelines in 
January 2014, regulated by the Financial 
Protection Bureau. As a result, mortgages 
may have pre-closing audits by outside 
sources and that can delay closings.  

Working with a licensed loan originator 
who is experienced and a lending institution 
that knows what the requirements are from 
the beginning of a home financing search 
can save time. Loans can still be closed 

within 30 days.   
There is talk throughout the industry 

about loosening lending standards, but 
lenders are being cautious, Vicinanza 
said. Recent changes include Fannie Mae 
reducing the cash-out refinance limit from 
85 percent loan-to-value to 80 percent.  
Meanwhile, Fannie Mae has brought 
back 97 percent conventional mortgage 
financing for purchase transactions for first-
time homebuyers.  

“What people really need to know is that 
mortgage financing is still readily available 
and that rates are still at all-time lows,”  
Vicinanza said. “But we are never sure how 
long rates will stay at this level. Bottom line: 
there is no time like the present to purchase 
a new home or refinance your current 
mortgage.”

To know more, call either Paul M. Menga 
of William Raveis at 914-837-9889 or Richie 
Vicinanza of Homestead Funding Corp. at 
914-447-6158.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated with 
William Raveis Real Estate and Founder of 
Primavera Public Relations, Inc., the longest 
running public relations agency in Westchester 
(www.PrimaveraPR.com), specializing in 
lifestyles, real estate and development. His 
real estate site is: www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com and his blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.
com.  To engage the services of The Home 
Guru and his team to market your home for 
sale, call 914-522-2076.

Across
1 Hellos
4 On the move
10 Scrap
11 Container
12 Metal in rocks
13 Telephone part
14 Tinge
15 Casting requirement?
16 NYS official fruit plus spelling 
contests or Mohegan Lake restaurant
20 War horse
21 Silk variety
24 Pesky things
26 Windswept spot
27 Senator Mitch McConnell 
would eat at this Peekskill fast food 
restaurant, but Chicken Little would 
not
28 Indicator of debt
31 ____ humbug!
32 A pecuniary punishment
33 Top flyer
34 Closed with a cork
35 Bow making wood

Down
1 Disturbances
2 Burst in violently
3 Get harder to climb....
4 Recognizing
5 Kind of bean
6 Labelled for proprietary reasons

7 __ be nice if ...
8 TV control: Abbr.
9 Compass heading
17 Bucharest money
18 Many, many moons
19 Ship’s room for those under the 
weather
22 Give a new look to
23 Forgo
25 Observation rocket
28 Mortar mixing tool
29 Cousin of an ostrich
30 Cave

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 19

Lucy  is a favor ite Ê
because of her loyal &  

affectionate personality!Ê
 Ê

845-225-7777 Ê

The Putnam  Ê
Humane SocietyÊ

Pet ofÊ
the Ê

WeekÊ
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 The Restaurant Examiner
Hudson Valley Restaurant Week Begins on March 9, 2015
107 Westchester and 10 Putnam Restaurants to Participate

Last week I 
introduced readers 
to “artisanal 
importers” who 
have a passion 
for particular 
styles or regions 
and vigorously 
pursue the wines 
that express 
their passions. A 

particular artisanal importer’s name on 
a wine’s back label can compel you to 
purchase a wine with certainty, not with 
the usual element of chance. This week 
I feature one of the local Westchester-
based importers.

Serge Doré has evolved from a 
restaurateur and corporate salesperson 
to an entrepreneurial spokesperson for 
artisanal producers. From the office of 
Serge Doré Selections in Chappaqua, he 
has pursued his passion for nearly two 
decades.

Recently, I sat with Serge 
and his assistant, Robin, at a 
cozy table at Le Jardin du Roi, a 
fitting dining venue around the 
corner from their office. I asked 
them to present wines that 
they felt represented their 
philosophy and embodied 
their passion for wines. 
Interspersed with the wine 
samplings, I learned more 

about Serge’s passion for 
wine. 

He hand-selects the 
winemakers he represents, 
from nine French regions, 
of which Bordeaux 
and Burgundy are the 
most expansive in his 
portfolio. These artisans 
are typically small, multigenerational 
farmers with unique wines and limited 
production, generally under 1,000 cases.

Notable quotes from Serge: “Wine is 
life.” 

“I focus on terroir, and the genius 
behind it. If my name is on the label, 
then you know my soul is in the bottle.”

He has a new branding image: the icon 
of a wine drinker, glass of wine in hand, 
toasting a grapevine as if to say “Thank 
you for the gift of this wine.” I agree: Vive 
le vin.

On to the wines we shared.
Château de Portets Grave Blanc, 

2013: The combination of these three 
white grapes from the Grave subregion 

in Bordeaux, France is rather 
unique, and the results are 
impressive. The floral elements 
of Sémillon (60 percent) are 
countered by the freshness 

of the Sauvignon Blanc 
(30 percent) and the 
suppleness of Muscadelle 
(10 percent).

Château de Portets 
Grave Rouge, 2009: 
While the blend is typical 
of the region, the terroir 
and style are not. The 
Merlot (60 percent), 
Cabernet Sauvignon (35 
percent) and Cabernet 
Franc (5 percent) combine 

to produce a full-bodied wine that is 
clean on the palate and reflects its micro 
terroir and its lineage. The Théron family 
has been plying this land for over 50 
years. Their goal is to produce wine for 
the people. Mission accomplished.   

Domaine Dupré Beaujolais-Villages, 
Vignes du 1940, 2013: The Dupré family 
produces only 300 cases of their 100 
percent  Gamay wine, grown on nearly 
75-year-old vines. This is a full-bodied 
wine redolent of plums and cherries, 
with a fine balance of fruit and acidity. 
Perfect for summer quaffing.

Domaine Fond Croze Cotes du Rhone 
Villages, 2011: The third generation 
of the Long family has a vision unlike 
most Southern Rhone winemakers. They 
produce wines from single varietals. This 
allows them to show the true expression 
of their vineyards and their terroir. First, 
I sampled their Grenache (850 cases) 
and then their Syrah (600 cases), both 
produced without a supporting cast. 
Each burst with fruits and a balanced 
complexity emblematic of the local 

terroir, lovingly nurtured in organic 
harmony with nature.  

Adissat Lirac Cru du Rhone, 2011: 
What better way to emphasize your 
philosophy and passion for wine than 
to be actively involved in its ultimate 
expression? Doré’s name appears on both 
the front and the back labels of each bottle 
of this partnership with two oenologist 
friends. The grapes -- Mourvedre (80 
percent) and Grenache (20 percent) – 
are cultivated in this tiny, little-known 
corner of the Southern Rhone Valley. Its 
deep purple color belies the rich, dark 
fruit and hints of chocolate wafting from 
my sampling glass. This was my favorite 
of the day; alas, only 400 cases of this 
gem were produced.

When we concluded our tastings, I 
realized the symbiotic relation between 
Serge and his producers. An American 
artisanal importer setting the stage for 
French artisanal winemakers. One feeds 
the passion of the other. Without one, 
the other could not exist. Ask for his 
wines at your favorite wine shop.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine.

By Jerry Eimbinder
Spring Hudson Valley Restaurant Week begins its tenth year on Monday, March 9 and 

the two-week program runs through March 22. [A November “second season” version 
of this event de-buted in 2012 and will take place this year from November 9 to 22.]

Lunches and dinners cost diners exactly the same as they did in 1013 and 2014 — 
$29.95 per person for a three-course dinner and $20.95 per guest for a three-course 
lunch. Beverages from coffee to cocktails, tax and gratuity are additional. Some 
restaurants provide selections at higher prices but are required to also offer non-
supplemented-cost choices on the menu.

Two hundred and five restaurants are participating in the March, 2015 program 

— up from 168 two years ago. One hundred and seven of the eateries are located in 
Westchester County, 10 in Putnam County, and the remainder are from five other 
New York State counties (Rockland, Dutchess, Orange, Ulster and Columbia) and 
Connecticut. Hudson Valley Restaurant Week had 70 restaurants participating when 
it launched in 2006. 

The restaurants enrolled in the program can be viewed at the Hudson Valley 
Restaurant Week website: www.hudsonvalleyrestaurantweek.com.

The program is conducted by The Valley Table, a food and culinary magazine 
headquartered in Newburgh.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

Local Importer is Your Personal Wine Consultant



March 3 - March 9, 2015 The Putnam Examiner18

Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES will host a Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics Festival – 
STEM Fest -- at its Yorktown campus on 
March 7 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The festival, which is open to the public, 
will feature:
•	 Hands-on exhibits on monster storms, 

weather forecasting and sustainable 
living;

•	 A regional science fair for middle 
school students; 

•	 A presentation by meteorologist Jim 
Witt; 

•	 A program on animals as meteorologists 
with live animals;

•	 STEM demonstrations;
•	 And the Green Machine trailer 

showcasing energy efficient 
technologies.
Science fair projects will be grouped 

in four divisions: science research, 
engineering design, robotics and 
inventors/maker fair.  Participants in the 
science fair must register by Friday, Feb. 
27, and pay a $5 fee. There is also a $4 
fee for entrance to Monster Storms, the 
exhibit on weather and climate change. 

STEM Fest grew out of a desire by 
area science educators to promote 
science exploration and research, said 
David Jacob, coordinator of Science 21, 
an integrated K-6, hands-on science 
curriculum developed by Putnam/
Northern Westchester BOCES and used 
by districts across the state. The festival is 
supported by PNW BOCES, Apple Bank 
and Science Teachers Association of New 
York State.

Dorna Schroeter, coordinator of the 
Center for Environmental Education at 
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES, 
has been invited to join the Biomimicry 
Institute’s International Leadership 
Network, a team of 40 professionals from 
18 countries. 

In her new role, Schroeter will help 
coordinate the Biomimicry Educator’s 
Network (BEN), connect educators 
interested in Biomimicry with the 30 

regional networks around the world and 
plan the 2015 Bi-Annual International 
Biomimicry Summit in Texas. 

A seasoned environmental educator, 
Schroeter has offered workshops and 
camps on biomimicry for six years.  In 
fact, BOCES ran the first biomimicry 
summer camp in the United States in 
20008. Biomimicry refers to the practice 
of using ideas from nature to design 
useful products. 

For example, the inventor of Velcro 
fasteners took the idea from the burrs 
that stuck tenaciously to his dog’s fur.  
Other examples include: Japan’s famous 
Bullet Train, which was modeled after the 
beak of a kingfisher, and wind turbines 
modeled after the shape of a whale’s fin.

To help teachers of all disciplines find 
ways to inspire the next generation of 
engineers, scientists, chemists, architects, 
city planners and more, BOCES offers 
workshops on bio-inspired design 
or biomimicry. The workshops help 
teachers of all disciplines learn how to 
incorporate bio-design principles into 
their curriculum.

Students have been introduced to 
biomimicry at summer camps held at the 
Madden Outdoor Education Center in 
Kent. The camp blends science, art and 
sustainability and shows students how 
engineers and designers take ideas from 
nature to create new clothing, cars and 
sustainable products.

“Biomimicry is the science of today 
and the jobs of tomorrow,” said Schroeter. 
“Corporations are integrating biomimicry 
into product design, planning processes 
and systems because they realize it is the 
most sustainable way to go.”

Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES is a collaborative school district 
offering services including career and 
technical education, special education, 
environmental education, curriculum 
and instructional assessment and 
management services to school districts 
throughout the region. 

Mr. Met Visits the Harvey School 
as Baseball Season Nears

Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES to Host STEM Fest

The Lazzaro sisters, Aoife (left) and Maeve (right) of  Carmel pose with Mr. Met who made a 
special appearance at the Children’s Carnival for Charity at The Harvey School, Saturday, Feb. 28.

Once again, Monster Storms will feature exhibits like this one on watersheds. This year, Putnam/
Northern Westchester BOCES’s Monster Storms program will be part of  a larger Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math Festival to be held March 7 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Yorktown campus. STEM 
Fest is open to the public.

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin
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Plant Putnam 2015 Putnam County 
Tree and Shrub Seedling Sale Spring will 
be here sooner than you think! With that, 
comes sprucing up the yard and making 
decisions about plant materials for your 
property.  The Putnam County Soil & 
Water Conservation District is once 
again offering a variety of native trees, 
shrubs, groundcovers and flowers to assist 
landowners in providing food and shelter 
for wildlife; groundcover for erosion 
control, riparian buffers and rain gardens; 
and general beautification.  Every year 
we try and offer a wide variety of options 
and I’m sure with this year’s offerings you 
won’t be disappointed. Plant material is 
sold bare root, hand dipped in a moisture 
protection gel, wrapped and bagged.  
Orders need to be placed by March 25th.   
Call 845-878-7918, email lauri.taylor@
putnamcountyny.gov or go to www.
putnamcountyny.com/keepputnamgreen 
for an Order Form.
Register Now: 

Join us for the Third Annual “A 
Full House for Opportunity” Charity 
Poker Classic presented by Hudson 
Valley Cerebral Palsy Association.. The 
tournament will be held Saturday, March 
21st at the HVCPA building on 15 Mt. Ebo 
Road, Brewster, NY.   Two $10,000 WSOP 
2015 Main Event Seats in Las Vegas will 
be awarded!  We are an official satellite 
location for the WSOP. All net proceeds 
to benefit the Opportunity League Park –  
all ages, all abilities, one community. $250 
donation, Register online at  http://www.
hvcpa.org/sites/poker  and for more info: 
845.878.9078 x 4115

Vendors Needed for Indoor 
Community Tag Sale on May 16th.  Do 
a little Spring cleaning and reserve a spot 
to sell your items. Patterson Recreation 
Center. 65 Front Street. Patterson. 845-
878-7200
Ongoing: 
Tuesday’s: 

Happy Healthy Hour:  7pm.Join a 
group of like minded people that want 

to live a healthier  lifestyle. Take a 10 
Day Vacation from processed foods. This 
program is certified Organic, Vegan, it is a 
Non-GMO. Super Foods Transformation. 
Reset your metabolism and break your 
addictions to unhealthy foods, weight-loss 
is just a healthy side effect. Guaranteed to 
lose 5-20lbs in 10 days.  Contact Diane for 
info: 914-843-8745.

Certified Application Counselor 
from Open Door will be available to 
answer questions and make appointments 
for consumers to enroll in the Health 
Insurance Marketplace. 3 p.m.-7 p.m. 
Brewster Public Library. Walk-ins are 
welcome, but to schedule an appointment, 
please call 914-502-1478 or email 
insurancecoverage@odfmc.org. For more 
information about either of these services, 
call the Brewster Public Library at 845-
279-6421
Wednesday’s:

In-Stitches Knitting Club at Reed 
Library (845-225-2439).  Wednesday 
mornings 10:30 a.m. to noon and 
Thursday evenings 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.  
Beginners and experienced knitters and 
crocheters are welcomed in this fun and 
friendly group.  
Thursday’s:

Foreclosure Counseling will be 
offered by Putnam County Housing 
Corporation (PCHC). 4:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m. 
If you’re facing foreclosure, PCHC may 
be able to help. PCHC, a HUD-certified 
Housing Agency, offers free confidential 
counseling to assist you in negotiating 
with your mortgage company. Brewster 
Public Library. Walk-ins are welcome, 
or call 845-225-8493 ext.201 to schedule 
time.

Reed Memorial Library presents, 
Beginning Yoga and Crafts for children 
ages 3 - 5.   Thursdays 10:30 a.m.-11:30 
a.m., Feb. 5-March 5th. Wear comfortable 
clothes and bring a mat or large towel if 
you have one.   Call to Register 845-225-
2439
Sunday’s:
Winter Farm Market 

This season, the Winter Market will be 
open every Sunday until May 31, 2015, 
from 11 am to 3 pm. The Winter Market 
footprint will be located in the lower 
level of the HVCPA building (15 Mt. 
Ebo Road South, ) and we are proud and 
excited to showcase vendors including:  
Vegetables, fruit, meat, fish, jams, bread 
and baked goods (gluten free too!), eggs, 
mushrooms, food artisans and specialty 
items from local growers and producers. 
Cancer Support: 

Cancer Support Available: Support 
Connection, Inc., a not-for profit 
organization that provides free, 
confidential support services for people 
affected by breast and ovarian cancer, 
offers a wide range of free support groups 
women with breast and ovarian cancer. 
Groups focus on topics pertaining to living 

with cancer through all stages of diagnosis, 
treatment and post-treatment. They 
are offered in Westchester, Putnam and 
Dutchess, and by toll-free teleconference. 
For a complete calendar of groups at all 
locations, visit www.supportconnection.
org. Advance registration is required for 
all groups; call 914-962-6402 or 800-532-
4290.
Save the Date: 

Registration for Kindergarten 
Brewster – Kindergarten registration for 
the Brewster High School Class of 2028 
takes place the week of March 2 – March 
6.  Children who will be five years of 
age on or before December 1, 2015, are 
eligible to register for September classes.  
Families residing within the Brewster 
School District are asked to call John F. 
Kennedy Elementary at 279-2087 x 4111 
to make an appointment.  
Wednesday, April 15 

17th Annual Hudson Valley Food 
& Wine Experience.  6 p.m.-9 p.m. 
Benefiting the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester.  Women’s Resource Center
Friday, March 20 

Mahopac Knights of Columbus 
presents:  The Chiclettes.  New York’s 
premier girl group performing hits from 
the 60’s to today.  Putnam County Golf 
Course.  187 Hill Street Mahopac, NY.   
Doors open at 7 p.m. / Show at 8 p.m.  $37 
per person pre-order / $40.00 at the door

Hot buffet included / Cash bar For 
tickets and information  call Mike at 
914-837-2368 or Tom at 914-329-3099.  
Proceeds benefit Knights Scholarship 
fund and community charities

Mahopac Public Library announces 
a naming opportunity for its Art Gallery 
located on the third floor of the building.  
“We have a number of areas in our Library 
named after generous local businesses 
and patrons,” said Michele Capozzella, 
Library CEO and Executive Director. 
“The planned renovation and grand re-
opening of the art gallery is a new naming 
opportunity for a donor wishing to be 
recognized in a permanent way within 
the building.” The financial goal for the 
Art Gallery renovation project is $15,000.  
A gift of $10,000 enables the donor to 
name the Art Gallery, subject to the 
approval of the Library Board.  Donors 
of $500 and above will be acknowledged 
on a permanent plaque which will hang 
prominently in the Art Gallery space.  
Donations of any amount are welcome.  
All donors to the Art Gallery Fund 
will be mentioned (with permission) 
in the Library’s June 2015 e-newsletter.  
Contributions to the Art Gallery Fund 
may be mailed to Michele Capozzella, 
CEO, Mahopac Public Library, 668 Route 
6, Mahopac, NY  10541.  Checks can be 
made payable to Mahopac Public Library; 
call 845-628-2009, ext 108, for further 
information.  
Tuesday, March 3

Hockey Legend Joe Micheletti:  
Mizzentop Day School continues its 
mission of instilling a life-long love of 
learning to the Hudson Valley community 
with the new Mizzentop Speaker Series. 
The inaugural speaker will be none other 
than former United States Hockey player, 
NHL player and current NY Rangers 
broadcast analyst Joe Micheletti.  Joe 
Micheletti played college hockey under the 
legendary Herb Brooks at the University 
of Minnesota, where he was a member of 
the 1974 and 1976 national championship 
teams. Under Coach Brooks, Micheletti 
broke team records in both assists and 
points in his senior year, and was the 
most valuable player of the 1976 NCAA 
finals. The event will take will be 7 p.m. in 
the Great Hall on the Mizzentop campus. 
Main entry tickets are $20 for adults, 
$10 for students. Twelve VIP tickets are 
available that include a private dinner 
with Mr. Micheletti prior to the event.  
Those tickets cost $150. Proceeds will 
support the non-profit Mizzentop Day 
School. Tickets are available at www.
mizzentop.org/speakerseries

The Reads at Reed Book Club: 7 p.m. 
to discuss the book Murder off the Books 
by Evelyn David.   The meeting will be 
held at Reed Memorial Library.  Contact 
845-225-2439 with any questions.”
Thursday, March 5 

The Sound Of Music 50th  Anniversary 
Production:  March 5th-7 p.m. March 
6th-7 p.m. March 7th-7 p.m.  March 8th-
3 p.m General Admission: Adults,l $20. 
Seniors: $15. Students: $12. Advance 
tickets are available at a discount. Email 
or call (914)232-5061 Ext: 226 Or order 
here: http://kennedycatholic.org/spring-
musical/#toggle-id-1.  Kennedy Catholic 
High School54 Route.  138 Somers. 

Get a taste of Improv! Join Spotlight 
Arts for a Free Improv Day.  This free 
trial of our improv class takes place 
from 5:30-6:30pm at the Studio Around 
the Corner 67 Main Street Suite 101 in 
Brewster, located at the rear entrance to 
the Southeast Museum.  Instructor James 
Hussey will be teaching this class.  Improv 
is a form of live theatre in which the plot, 
characters and dialogue of a game, scene 
or story are made up in the moment. 
Often improvisers will take a suggestion 
from the audience, or draw on some other 
source of inspiration to get started. Ages 
7 to 18 are welcome to attend but they 
must be registered in advance in order 
to participate. Register online at www.
spotlightartsinc.com.

Drug Crisis in our Backyard and 
Mahopac High School is hosting a 
forum titled protecting our Youth: A 
Conversation About Drugs and Alcohol. 
7 p.m.-8:30 p.m. at Mahopac High School.  
There will be 3 speakers and a panel 
discussion to follow.  This event is open 
to the public.  Please register at ssal@aol.
com

Crossword 
Answers

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com



March 3 - March 9, 2015 The Putnam Examiner20

ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 030315

adoption
A dream is a wish your heart makes, our 
wish is a baby to love. We're loving, edu-
cated, close family. Expenses paid. Danny/ 
Lorraine 1-866-997-7171

A childless young married couple, hands 
on mom/ devoted dad (she-31/ he-37) 
seeks to adopt. Financial security, expens-
es paid. Call/ text Mary & Adam 1-800-
790-5260

auctions
AUCTION CHEMUNG COUNTY 
REAL PROPERTY TAX FORECLO-
SURES- 100+ Properties March 25 
@11AM.Holiday Inn, Elmira, NY. 800-
243-0061 HAR, Inc. &† AAR, Inc. Free 
brochure: www.NYSAUCTIONS.com

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

carEEr training
WELDING CAREERS - Hands on train-
ing for career opportunities in aviation, 
automotive, manufacturing and more. 
Financial aid for qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. CALL AIM 877-
206-4006

Financial
WANT TO BE A HOMEOWNER? Lease 
to own! No Bank qualifying! Enjoy the 
price and value of ownership today with-
out talking to a bank. 845-445-7004

For salE
Privacy Hedges - SPRING Blowout Sale 
6ft Arborvitae (cedar) Reg $129 Now $59 
Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE Installa-
tion/FREE delivery 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttrees.com Limited Supply!

HElp WantEd
Now Hiring Pick- Up & Delivery Drivers 
Maybrook, NY. Pay Increases up to $21.24 
per hour, 100% Paid Medical, Paid Holi-
days, Sick and Personal Days! CDL A w/
HT or HTN Required Call 717-240-4151, 
Ref# 16872

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students  Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

Quality Drive Away is adding drivers to 
its driver family. Quality drivers enjoy 
speed-of-light settlements and competi-
tive rates. With Quality's nationwide net-
work of pickup locations, Quality Drivers 

enjoy the best reload opportunities in the 
industry! Call 866-764-1601 or email re-
cruiter@qualitydriveaway.com today to 
take your driving career to the next level.

in HomE pEt sitting
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 9 
Hobby St., Pleasantville.

land For salE
ABSOLUTE LAND SELL OFF! MARCH 
14TH & 15TH! COOPERSTOWN, NY! 
60- 70% BELOW MARKET PRICES 
FROM $19,900 OR $254/MONTH! 26 
TRACTS! WATERFRONT! VIEWS! 
WOODS! 6 miles from Village, low taxes, 
town rd, utils, 100% gítee! Call: 888-905-
8847 to register! NewYorkLandandLakes.
com

lEgal noticE
NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING
MOUNT PLEASANT CENTRAL 

SCHOOL DISTRICT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pur-
suant to a resolution adopted by the Board 
of Education of the Mount Pleasant Cen-
tral School District  (the “District”) that 
a special meeting of the qualified voters 
of said District be and the same is hereby 
called to be held in said District in the 
Westlake High School Gymnasium, West-
lake Drive, Thornwood, New York on 
Tuesday, March 24, 2015 from 7:00 a.m. 
until 9:00 p.m. for the purpose of voting 
on the following propositions:

PROPOSITION #1
Shall the Board of Education of the 
Mount Pleasant Central School District 
be authorized to (1) construct additions 
to and reconstruct various District build-
ings and facilities, including infrastruc-
ture and site work improvements, and 
acquire original furnishings, equipment, 
machinery or apparatus, at a maximum 
cost of $34,920,000, (2) expend such sum 
for such purpose, (3) levy the necessary 
tax therefore, to be levied and collected 
in annual installments in such years and 
in such amounts as may be determined 
by the Board of Education taking into ac-
count state aid; and (4) in anticipation of 
the collection of such tax, issue bonds and 
notes of the District at one time or from 
time to time in the principal amount not 
to exceed $34,920,000, and the levy of a 
tax to pay the interest on said obligations 
when due?

PROPOSITION #2
Shall the Board of Education of the Mount 
Pleasant Central School District be autho-
rized to (1) construct an addition to and 
reconstruct the auditorium and related 
music rooms, including site work, and 
acquire original furnishings, equipment, 
machinery or apparatus required for the 
purpose, at a maximum cost of $4,996,000, 
(2) expend such sum for such purpose, (3) 

levy the necessary tax therefore, to be lev-
ied and collected in annual installments 
in such years and in such amounts as may 
be determined by the Board of Education 
taking into account state aid; and (4) in 
anticipation of the collection of such tax, 
issue bonds and notes of the District at 
one time or from time to time in the prin-
cipal amount not to exceed $4,996,000, 
and the levy of a tax to pay the interest on 
said obligations when due?

PROPOSITION #3
Shall the Board of Education of the Mount 
Pleasant Central School District be autho-
rized to (1) construct a new access road 
to the District campus and construct 
grass athletic fields, at a maximum cost 
of $2,685,000, (2) expend such sum for 
such purpose, (3) levy the necessary tax 
therefore, to be levied and collected in 
annual installments in such years and in 
such amounts as may be determined by 
the Board of Education taking into ac-
count state aid; and (4) in anticipation of 
the collection of such tax, issue bonds and 
notes of the District at one time or from 
time to time in the principal amount not 
to exceed $2,685,000, and the levy of a 
tax to pay the interest on said obligations 
when due? 
The vote upon such propositions shall be 
by machine or absentee ballot.  The hours 
during which the polls shall be kept open 
shall be from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. pre-
vailing time or for as long thereafter as 
necessary to enable qualified voters who 
are in the polling place at 9:00 p.m. to cast 
their ballots. Personal registration of vot-
ers is required, and no person shall vote 
whose name does not appear on the reg-
ister of the District.  If a voter has here-
tofore registered pursuant to Section 2014 
of the Education Law and has voted at an 
annual or special district meeting within 
the last four (4) calendar years, he or she 
is eligible to vote at this meeting.  If a vot-
er is registered and eligible to vote under 
Article 5 of the Election Law, he or she is 
also eligible to vote at this meeting.  All 
other persons who wish to vote must reg-
ister.  Any person may register to vote not 
less than five (5) days preceding the vote 
between 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. at the 
office of the District Clerk, 825 West Lake 
Drive, Thornwood, New York.  The regis-
ter prepared by the Board of Registration 
shall be filed in the office of the District 
Clerk, 825 West Lake Drive, Thornwood, 
New York and will be open for inspec-
tion immediately upon its completion by 
any qualified voter of the District from 
during regular school hours on each of 
the five days prior to the vote, except for 
Sunday, March 22, 2015. Absentee bal-
lots may be applied for at the office of the 
District Clerk.  Applications for absentee 
ballots must be received by the District 
Clerk at least seven days prior to the vote 
if the ballot is to be mailed to the voter, 
or on or prior to March 23, 2015, if the 
ballot is to be delivered personally to the 
voter.  Absentee ballots must be received 
by the District Clerk not later than 5:00 
p.m. on March 24, 2015.  A list of all per-
sons to whom absentee ballots shall have 

been issued will be available in the office 
of the District Clerk on each business day 
during school hours until the date of the 
vote.  Any qualified voter may challenge 
the acceptance of the ballot of any person 
on such list, by making his challenge and 
reasons therefor known to the Inspector 
of Election before the close of the polls.
        DATED:  FEBRUARY 4, 2015 

DISTRICT CLERk MTPLCSD  
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

miscEllanEous
HANDYMAN 15% OFF repair work, 
plumbing, electrical, carpentry, odd jobs, 
tile work, kitchens, bathrooms. Estab-
lished 1978 Call Mark at 914-482-0580

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

tag salEs
HUGE TAG SALE AT FOX LANE 
HIGH SCHOOL AT 632 SOUTH BED-
FORD RD., BEDFORD, NY 10506.  
Saturday, March 7th from 10 to 3 and 
Sunday, March 8th from 10 to 1.  Toys, 
electronics, clothing, household items and 
much more.

Vacation rEntals
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

Cash for OLD Comics! Buying 10c and 
12c comic books or MASSIVE quantities 
of after 1970 Also buying toys, sports, mu-
sic and more! Call Brian: 1-800-617-3551

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878

or e-mail classifieds
@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for  

the next week’s publication
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49
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Haldane senior MVP Allie Monteleone splits a pair of  Hamilton defenders in the Blue Devils’ 60-38 Section 1 Class C championship rout at the Westchester County Center where the Blue Devils won their second-
straight title and claimed their eighth gold ball in the last 12 years... see Girls Hoops Notebook

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS (PlEASE VISIT WWW.HVSP.PHOTOS fOR MORE ACTION)
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H a l d a n e  t o 

S e c t i o n  1 
C r o w n
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By Ray Gallagher & Tony Pinciaro
Ossining senior forward 

Jalay Knowles recalled a special 
moment from her first year on 
varsity as an eighth-grader – 
Coach Dan Ricci’s 300th career 
win.

“It was one of our last home 
games and we had a big crowd,” 
Knowles said. “After the game, 
we had tee shirts and my mom 
baked a cake. We were all happy 
for him.”

Knowles and her teammates 
gave Ricci yet another reason 
for cake and tee shirts for his 
400th win after the two-time 
reigning NYS champion Pride 
defeated North Rockland, 82-
62, in a Section 1 Class AA 
semifinal.

Ossining (20-2) then 
advanced to its seventh 
consecutive Class AA title 
game and  played Our Lady 
of Lourdes Monday where the 
Pride held serve and defeated 
the youthful Warriors, 78-61, 
for their fifth-straight sectional 
title, sixth overall in the last 
12 years and 65th-straight win 
over Section 1 foes. 

Lourdes, which defeated 
Scarsdale in the other Class AA semi, led 
34-26 after two quarters before Ricci read 

the halftime riot act. The Warriors will 
surely pose similar problems next year, 
but it was all Ossining in the second half 
as the Pride won an unprecedented fifth-

straight Class AA title and have 
now competed in nine of the 
last 12 championships. 

The one common 
denominator for all five Pride 
title is Knowles, who scored 
17 points in the pivotal third 
quarter, 25 for the game, and 
simply took over despite early 
foul trouble. She added nine 
boards and Coach Ricci called 
her “the face of our program.” 

“I told her at halftime she 
better come out hard or go 
home a loser,” Ricci said to 
Knowles, second only to All-
American Saniya Chong in 
points scored at Ossining with 
1,775. “She reacted accordingly. 
They went man on her and 
couldn’t stop her. We played 
dumb in the first half and we 
were beating ourselves, but we 
got it straight in the second.”

Pride junior F Shadeen 
Samuels, possibly the most 
talented player in the section, 
was selected to the All-
Tournament team. Samuels 

scored 22 points, 
dished six assists and 
yanked six boards. 
Pride G Steph 
Svoboda chipped in 
with12 points and 
nine assists while 
Madison Strippoli 
added eight points 
and seven caroms. 
Abby Squirrell 
added nine points.

Ricci joined 
Irvington’s Gina 
Maher, Ursuline’s 
Beth Wooters, 
former Lourdes’ 
coach Brian Giorgis 
and retired coach 
Stan Koczka in the 400-win club.

“It was special to do it at the County 
Center,” said Ricci, in his 24th season as 
Ossining’s varsity coach “”Four hundred 
means that I have had some great kids the 
past 24 years who were willing to put the 

time and effort in to be successful.”
Knowles noted that following Ossining’s 

second consecutive loss in December, the 
girls realized that in order for Ricci to 
reach 400 another loss or two would leave 
him waiting for next year.

“Knowing that we could get Coach Ricci 
his 400th win at the County Center made 
us realize that we did not want to lose any 
more,” said Knowles, who had 24 points 
and 12 rebounds against North Rockland.

Once the game ended, the girls ran 
to Ricci and all embraced their loveable 
coach.

“We were all happy and excited we won, 

but we were happier because Coach Ricci 
got his 400th win,” Knowles said. “We had 
tee shirts and cake again. We also gave 
him balloons and a basketball. He told us 
now it was time for us to get another gold 
ball.”

The Pride did not have a chance to go 

out for dinner following the game because 
Ossining was the final game, Thursday, 
and the girls had school Friday. Knowles 
said despite this, the bus ride home was a 
happy one.

Junior Shadeen Samuels contributed 
24 points, five rebounds, four assists and 
six steals and Stefanie Svoboda added 17 
points and seven assists in the semifinal 
win. Abby Squirrell finished with a game-
high 16 rebounds.

Ossining led, 15-12, after one, but 
progressively took control of the game 
and would eventually outscore North 

Golden Moments for Haldane, Ossining at County Center
Knowles MVP for Pride, Ricci Notches 400th Career Win: Peekskill Falls in Final

RICK KUPERBERG/JENNIfER MARIE SCARDUzIO

Girls Hoops Notebook

Haldane’s Alzy Cinquanta protects the ball in the Blue Devils’ 60-38 rout of  
Hamilton in the Section 1 Class C finals.

Haldane MVP Allie Monteleone goes for two of  her 15 points in 
Section 1 Class C title win over Hamilton.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 
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Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.

Haldane’s Abbey Stowell is chased by two Hamilton defenders in 
Blue Devils’ 60-38 Section 1 Class C title victory. continued on page 27

Ossining starting five applauds their teammates before County Center semis where Pride would advance 
and win it all for a fifth-straight time.
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Examiner Sports Editor

The 17-point first-half whole dug by 
5th-seeded Putnam Valley was ultimately 
too much to dig out last Wednesday night 
at the Westchester County Center, where 
top-seeded Woodlands, the 2014 NYS 
semifinalists, worked a 68-56 triumph 
in the Section 1 Class B semifinals. But 
Coach Mike McDonnell’s Tigers (14-7) 
went down slugging, getting as close as 
57-51 with 1:19 left.

But Woodlands (18-3), which hit 30-
of-44 free throws for the game and many 
down the stretch, held on for its third-
straight win over the Tigers, including 
last year’s Section 1 championship. The 
Falcons went on to repeat in Sunday’s title 
tilt, knocking off second-seeded Briarcliff, 
56-50, for their third gold ball in the 
last six years. Falcon senior stud Jamil 
Gambari scored a game-high 22 points, 
including the 1,000th of his career, added 
nine boards and converted 12 from the 
charity stripe.

After the Tigers admittedly lost that 
deer-in-the-headlight look, All-Section 
senior Ryan Basso dropped a team-high 
21 points, collared nine rebounds and 
four steals, and saw fellow senior Mike 
Del Guidice (10 points) play his finest 
game of the season. 

“Woodlands was way more confident 
than we were in that first quarter,” said 
Basso, an All-Section choice and first 
male to score over 1,000 points at PV. “We 
didn’t come out strong like we needed to. 
Coach gave it to us at halftime and that 
made us pick it up. I’m pretty proud of 
all we accomplished in my three years on 
varsity. We got Putnam Valley’s name out 
there and people know all about us now.”

Tiger F Joe Spinola finished with eight 

points, 12 rebounds and three blocks and 
will be one of four prime-minute juniors 
to return next season, along with Kevin 
Gallagher, Anders Spittal (5 points) and 
Harrison Deegan (5 points). PV senior 
Zack Noland finished his five-year varsity 
career with seven points, four assists and 
four boards.

“We got back here three years in a row 
and I don’t know of many Class B teams 
that have done that,” Nolan said. “I’m 
really proud of my, we left nothing out 
on that court. Unfortunately, we had the 
slow start and Woodlands got the best of 
us. Woodlands really pressed us and that’s 
hard for us to simulate in practice, but we 
got used to it and stepped up and went on 
our run.”

The Tigers opened the second half on 
an 8-0 run and continued to make a game 
of it from that point on, trailing by six 
with little more than a minute to go.

The major development afterward 
shifted to Coach McDonnell’s 
displeasure with the officiating. Three 
Tigers fouled out, including Spittal, 
Spinola and Deegan, who was done 
midway through the third quarter. 
Not one player from Woodlands 
fouled out, despite their aggressive 
style, which McDonnell was irate 
about during and after the game.

Woodlands went to the foul line 44 
times, connecting on 30 shots while 
the Valley saw the stripe just 14 times, 
hitting only six. Coach McDonnell 
begged for an explanation.

“How does that happen,” he asked? 
“How does that happen when one 
team plays a flat zone and the other 
team is pressing and double-teaming 
up and down the court? I really 
wanted to come down here and sit 
calmly and coach this team like 
the old Jack Curran at Archbishop 
Molloy, God bless him. But you’re 
forced to step up and defend your 
kids. 

“We had three guys foul out,” he added. 
“It’s frustrating and I’m getting tired of it. 
I’m not here to be anybody’s buddy, friend 
or pal and if that ruffles people then so be 
it. I’ve coached in the CHSAA and you 
never go into a gym worrying about who is 
officiating, what’s their personality, what’s 
going to happen. They just come out and 
call the game, and I’m really ticked off 
because this is for all the marbles. We have 
enough issues with the things we didn’t 
do, and Woodlands is a damn good team 
and we didn’t bring out A-game at times, 

but I’m frustrated that I’ve got to get up 
and get involved like that. Now, people get 
this idea that this is how I coach, but this 
is for all the marbles and I had to step up 
for my kids.”

While those sentiments may not endear 
him to Section 1 officials, McDonnell 
didn’t seem to care. He went to bat for his 
kids for something he felt strongly about.

“I told the kids I love being at Put 
Valley,” McDonnell said. “Woodlands is 
graduating and we’re going to be back 
here next year, I strongly believe that. 
We’re going to take that golden ball yet. 
We didn’t attack the basket, everything 
was outside jumpers. But I didn’t think we 
were done at the end of one, I knew we’d 
fight back. I feel like we’re pretty even with 
Woodlands and we’ll be back.” 

Slow Start Dooms Put Valley in Class B Semifinal Loss to Woodlands
Class B Boys Hoops Notebook

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.

Putnam Valley f Joe Spinola attacks rack in 
semifinal loss to Woodlands.

RAY GAllAGHER PHOTOS

Putnam Valley senior G Ryan Basso soars 
through traffic in Tigers’ 68-56 semifinal loss to 
Woodlands at the County Center.

Putnam Valley senior zack Nolan hits a floater in 
Tigers’ semifinal loss to Woodlands.

Putnam Valley G Anders Spittal battles for 
50-50 ball in semifinal loss to Woodlands last 
Wednesday at County Center.

PV’s Charlie Pagani and Kevin Gallagher were bummed 
out like the rest of  the Tigers after semifinal loss to 
Woodlands.

Putnam Valley f Mike Del Guidice played his 
finest game of  season in semifinal loss to 
Woodlands, scoring 10 points.
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When Haldane F Edmund 
Fitzgerald comes to play, the Blue 
Devils are a matchup nightmare, but 
like the great ship that sank in a Lake 
Superior storm in 1975, Haldane’s 
SS Fitzgerald was in sinking in foul 
trouble for much of the first half of 
last Saturday’s Section 1 Class C 
championship game against rival 
Tuckahoe.

With Fitzgerald on dry dock, 
top-seeded Haldane found itself in 
a dogfight against the third-seeded 
Tigers, who held a 41-39 lead with 
6:45 left before Fitzgerald returned 
and the Blue Devils closed the game 
with a 17-4 run and held on for a 56-
45 victory at the Westchester County 
Center.

Haldane, which repeated as 
champions for the first time in its 
history, won its fourth gold ball 
and advanced to play the yet-to-be-
determined Section 9 champ at 6:45 

p.m. on Tuesday, March 10 
at Mount St. Mary College 
in the Class C state regional 
semifinals.

Fitzgerald had an 
immediate impact upon 
his two returns from foul 
trouble, finishing the game 
with 14 points, 11 rebounds 
and four blocks, but while 
he simmered on the bench 
it was senior MVP Peter 
Hoffmann who did the 
cooking, finishing with a 
game-high 21 points, six 
rebounds and four blocks.

“Edmund’s two quick fouls 
got us out of our rhythm,” 
Hoffmann said. “We’re just 
used to having him in there 
with us a lot, so we got off to 
a slow start, but we had some 
guys come in off the bench 
and step up. Once Edmund 
got back we got back in our 
groove, so that’s when we 

RAY GAllAGHER PHOTOS
Haldane reserves and fans cheer Peter Hoffmann’s huge and-1 hoop late in 4th quarter of  championship win.

The Haldane Blue Devils pose with the 2015 Section 1 Class C championship hardware last Saturday.

Class C Boys Hoops Notebook

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.

Haldane’s Monster 4th Q Leads to Section 1 Title Repeat
Blue Devils Close with 17-4 Run to Finish off Tuckahoe; Reppin’ at States Next
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.

Class C Boys Hoops Notebook
really turned it up and came out with the 
win. 

“This feels awesome,” the four-year 
varsity veteran Hoffmann added. “I’ve 
been coming down here a lot over the 
years and saw us lose some close ones in 
the semis my first two years on the varsity, 
so it feels really good to back-to-back as 
a junior and senior. We’re taking it one 
game at a time from here.”

As he has done throughout his two-time 
All-Section career, Hoffmann manned up 
and delivered the big-game qualities he’s 
known for at both ends of the floor. Still, 
Tuckahoe was resilient and showed why 
it is among the most respected Class C 
athletic programs in Section 1 history.

“They’re just so scrappy,” Haldane 
Coach Joe Virgadamo said of the 
Tigers. “Foul trouble hurt us, not having 
Edmund in there hurt. We couldn’t get 
into a rhythm. We weren’t shooting well. 
Defensively, we were trying to figure out 
what was working because they were 

killing it. Tuckahoe is well coached, 
and I knew they were going to give us 
this kind of game. They flopped early 
and took charges and we told the guys 
that all week.

“Driving down here on the bus we 
were talking about how awesome it 
would be if both the girls and boys 
could do it again, so this is awesome,” 
Coach V added. “So many schools out 
there don’t get to experience this once, 
so to do it twice, both of us, is really 
something special. There’s a lot of kids 
in the stands that got us to this point 
from eight, nine years ago when we 
were struggling, and many of them 
were here supporting us today. It’s a 
unique, tight-knit community and 
each year we just keep elevating the 
expectations. We’re ready for Section 9 
now, let’s go!”

Blue Devil senior Garret Quigley 
stepped up to add 14 points and seven 
rebounds, teaming with Fitz and Hoff 

to provide a dominant paint presence the 
youthful Tigers were no match for. Down 
two early in the fourth, Fitzgerald and 

Quigley went back-to-back to get the lead 
the Blue Devils would never relinquish 
with 5:15 left. Fitzgerald went hard again 

for a 45-41 lead 
at 4:50 and 
Ryan McCollum 
dropped a big 
bucket next at 
4:00. Hoffmann’s 
powerful and-
one hoop gave 
the Blue Devils 
a 50-43 lead, 
sending the 
Haldane faithful 
into a frenzy. 

“I just had to 
come back in 
and dominate,” 
Fitzgerald said. 
“I got taken out 
of the game and 
lost the right 
mindset for a bit, 
so I had to get 
it back. This is 
crazy, us and the 
girls going back-
to-back. It’s the 
first time it’s ever 
been done. Now 
we gotta keep 
it going from 
here and get to  
Glens Falls.”

Haldane senior G Ryan McCollum runs lane in Section 1 Class C title win over 
Tuckahoe.Haldane senior f Garret Quigley gets some hang time in Section 1 Class C title win over Tuckahoe.

The Haldane Blue Devils revel in moment of  their first back-to-back Section 1 title. 
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Somers Meets Match in Byram Hills, Comes up Short in Final 4
Tuskers Shoot Poorly in 1st County Center Appearance in 23 Years
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

It seemed almost as if Somers High 
was on a first date last Wednesday night 
at the Westchester County Center, where 
the Tuskers had not waltzed with any 
of the elite teams on the Class A Final 4 
dance floor in 23 years. And Coach Chris 
DiCintio’s second-seeded Tuskers (17-4) 
appeared to have some first-date jitters in 
the Section 1 Class A semifinals, averaging 
under nine points per quarter in their 44-
34 loss to No.3 Byram Hills (18-3), which 
shot particularly well in crunch time to 
advance to the Section 1 Class A finals.

Top-seeded Spring Valley, ranked No.3 
in NYS, was to face the No.21 Bobcats in 
Monday’s Class A title tilt, and the winner 
will go on to represent Section 1 in the 
NYSPHSAA tournament.

State-ranked (No.24) Somers, which 
won its lone Section 1 championship in 
a 1992 win over Albertus Magnus during 
its last County Center showing, has now 
laid the groundwork for future Tuskers, 
according to DiCintio.

“In truth, despite coming up short, it 
meant the world to this team, the program 
and our community to reach the County 

Center,” said DiCintio, now in 
his third year at Somers. “All 
I wanted to do when I took 
this job, is to help legitimize 
Somers basketball.  I felt like 
we did well in other sports 
and should have the same 
opportunity to do well with 
basketball.  The fact that I live 
in Somers for over 20 years 
and being a veteran high 
school coach, I felt it only 
natural to come home and 
try to help build something 
here. To my pleasure, the 
kids have responded well in 
my first three years and have 
exceeded my expectations. It 
is now time to take my son’s 
freshmen group, who were 
16-0 this season, and continue 
to build towards Gold.”

It may take that young unit a 
year or two to match the feats 
of the current bumper crop of 
history-making seniors, who, 
along with recent Somers 
grads like John Decker, put the 
Somers program back on the 
Section 1 map.

Somers had momentum 
on its side for about 10 seconds in the 
fourth quarter when senior point guard 
Matt Maloney (eight points) drained a 
trey from just off the top of the key with 
4:58 left to cut the Bobcats’ lead to 34-31.  
But Bobcats Skylar Simon (six points) 
and Jared Friedberg nailed 
back-to-back, game-
sealing 3’s, spelling the 
end for Somers, which 
lived and died by the 3 all 
season, only to be finished 
off by a poor shooting 
effort from across the 
perimeter, highlighted by 
a 12-point second half.   

“I think we just needed 
to get some better shots 
towards the end of the 
game,” Somers swingman 
Ryan Grossman said after 
scoring six points. “We 
were down by six or eight 
and we were throwing 
up desperation shots like 
we were down by 20. We 
didn’t have consistent ball 
movement but a bounce 
here or there could have 
changed the game.”

Byram Hills advanced 
the Class A finals for a 
third time in five years 
behind them Groll boys: 

Senior Andrew Groll, who scored six 
points, yanked 17 boards and tendered 
four facials, and sophomore Matt Groll (9 
points, 7 boards, 2 blocks), who Bobcat 
Coach Ted Repa called his MVP. 

Somers forward Tommy Gargiulo (9 
points, 10 boards, 4 steals, 2 blocks) and 
Pat Melly (8 points), who surrendered 
several inches and many pounds to Groll, 
fought valiantly in the paint. 
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final

October 8 - October 14, 2013 The Putnam Examiner2A

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 
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Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.

Somers G Nick lombardo runs in to some traffic in Tuskers’ 
semifinal loss to Byram Hills.

RAY GAllAGHER PHOTOS

Tusker Ryan Grossman goes strong at the rack in semifinal loss to Byram at the County Center last 
Wednesday.

Somers f Tommy Gargiulo works the baseline in Tuskers’ semifinal 
loss to Byram Hills.

Somers f Pat Melly fires a short jumper in 
Tuskers’ semifinal loss to Byram Hills.
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Hen Hud’s Brett Hanson defends in Sailors’ 3-1 semifinal loss to Rye Town-Harrison in Hen 
Hud/Haldane’s first final 4 visit ever.

Hen Hud/Haldane Falls, 3-1, in 1st Section 1 Final 4 Appearance

continued from page 22
Golden Moments for Haldane, Ossining at County Center

Hen Hud freshman Brett Hanson celebrates with senior Tyler Schunk, who scored the Sailors only goal in 3-1 semifinal to 
Rye Town-Harrison. Sailor G Michael Ciofalo made 45 saves for No. 8 Hen Hud in a 3-1 win over No. 1 Pawling earlier in 
the week when Vinny Perez broke a 1-1 tie with 5:39 to play

Rockland, 31-14 in the third 
quarter.

“We didn’t start off well in the first 
quarter, but in the second quarter 
we picked it up and we were able to 
extend the lead,” Knowles said. “We 
just kept doing the things we needed 
to do and we were the bigger team so 
we were able to outrebound North 
Rockland.”

HALDANE, as expected, defeated 
Alexander Hamilton, 60-38 to win its 
second consecutive Section 1 Class C 
title and eighth Class C crown overall. 
The Lady Blue Devils will face the 
Section 9 champion at a site, time and 
date to be determined.

Blue Devil senior Allie Monteleone 
scored a game-high 15 points and was 
named the tournament most valuable 
player. This was Monteleone’s third 
Section 1 title. She was a member of 
the 2011 team, her first year on varsity 
as an eighth-grader. Missy Lisikatos 
led all scorers with 17. 

Blue Devils Coach Tyrone Searight 
admitted this was just the first step for 
Haldane, which hopes to contend for 
the state title. 

“We hadn’t played in a couple of 
weeks,” Searight said, “so I didn’t know 
what to expect as far as us being a little 
rusty, but that wasn’t the case. We came 
out flying and scored 60 points in this 
place, which is pretty good. We’re ready 
for the next step, bring it on!”

PEEKSKILL (18-4) saw junior sniper 
Lanay Rodney score 32 points and 
grabbed 12 rebounds as Peekskill rallied to 
a 60-56 win over Rye in the Class A semis. 
Rodney’s performance was one of the 

more dominant in recent County Center 
history and propelled the Red Devils to 
a third-straight Class A final where the 
No.2 Red Devils suffered a 56-49 loss to 
top-seeded Albertus Magnus (22-0) at the 
County Center on Monday night.

Peekskill’s Lisiana Burnett did major 
damage in the first half (scoring 11 points) 
as Magnus did all it could to contain 
Rodney, slapping both a diamond-1 and 
box-1 defense on her, limiting Rodney to 
two first-half points, and the Red Devils 

trailed 28-22 at the half. It was 37-33 at 
the end of three as Peekskill couldn’t put 
much of a dent in the Falcons’ lead and 
they extended to nine points with just 
under 7:00 left.

Somehow, the Red Devils summoned 
up one last run and cut it to a point, 50-49, 
when Kiara Dillard drain a corner 3 and 
then hit a runner in the lane. But the Red 
Devs couldn’t buy a shot in the final 2:00.

Despite the loss, the Lady Red Devils 
remain the biggest thing in Peekskill these 
days.

In the semis, two-time defending 

champion Peekskill outscored Rye, 14-4 
over the game’s final four minutes to 
advance to the finals against Albertus 
Magnus, which advanced with a victory 
over Rockland County-rival Tappan Zee.

(The Class AA title game, along with 
the Class A final between Peekskill and 
Albertus Magnus, were both snowed out, 
Sunday and played Monday while the 
Examiner Media Group were on deadline 
and in production. We apologize for the 
scant coverage, but our deadline prohibited 
live photos and staffing of the event)

Haldane’s Hannah Monteleone makes her way to the 
iron in championship win over Hamilton.

Ossining Coach Dan Ricci urges on his girls while winning his 400th game last week in Class AA semis 
at the County Center.
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Haldane MVP Peter Hoffmann goes to the finger roll for two of  his game-high 21 points in the top-seeded Blue Devils’ 56-45 Section 1 Class C championship win over No.3 
Tuckahoe at the Westchester County Center where Haldane (17-3) won the program’s fourth gold ball, and repeated as Section 1 champs for the first time ever. Hoffmann (6 
rebounds, 4 blocks) and 6’8” All-Tourney pick Edmund fitzgerald (inset) and the Blue Devils advanced to the state regional finals and will play the TBA Section 9 champion at 
6:45 p.m. on Tuesday, March 10 at Mount St. Mary... see Class C Boys Hoops Notebook
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