
By David Propper
The investigation may have been 

completed and subsequent punishment 
handed down, but the Mahopac 
basketball player suspended for the 
remainder of the boy basketball season 
isn’t done fighting yet. 

The father of the suspended Mahopac 
player told The Putnam Examiner his 
family plans to appeal the decision 
made by Mahopac administrators that 
excludes his son, a senior at Mahopac 
high school, from participating in any 
sports-related activities the rest of 
the school year. The family has even 
hired well-known civil rights attorney 
Michael Sussman to represent the 
family in the matter, the father said. 

In a statement to The Putnam 
Examiner, Sussman assailed the 
action taken against his client by the 

administration. 
“The incident commenced with an 

allegation of racial bias, one I and the 
family take very seriously.  Mahopac 
school authorities investigated that 
claim and did not conclude that my 
client uttered any such offensive 
statement.  My client has denied 
making any such statement,” Sussman 
said. “Despite their finding, school 

By Neal Rentz
In an effort to combat what he described 

as a crisis, state Sen. Terrence Murphy 
(R-Yorktown) last week introduced to the 
public a seven-point plan to fight abuse of 
heroin and other drugs.

Murphy kicked off his series of meetings 
last Thursday at Mount Pleasant Town 
Hall. The series will continue at venues 
throughout the 40th Senate District in the 
upcoming months, which includes part of 
Putnam County.

“It’s really an epidemic in the Hudson 
Valley,” Murphy said.

The senator’s plan calls for:
•	 Legislation requiring insurance 

companies to cover drug treatment and                
rehabilitation for up to 90 days;

•	 Using drug seizure proceeds to provide 
funding for NARCAN, a potentially 
life-saving overdose treatment, to all 
first responders;

•	 Providing state funding for school 
resource officers and Drug Abuse 
Resistance Education (DARE) in all 
public schools by restoring the Gap 
Elimination Adjustment school aid cuts 
made in 2010;

•	 Forming a joint federal, interstate 
and local law enforcement counter-
narcotics task force and removing legal 
barriers to share data;

•	 Creating a state grant program that 
would allow local narcotics units to 
step up enforcement against drug 
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Neal ReNtz photo
State Sen. terrence Murphy (R-Yorktown) discussed his seven-point plan to combat substance abuse 
during a Jan. 29 forum at Mount pleasant town hall. Westchester County legislator Michael Smith 
(R-Greenburgh) is seated to the left.

Staff  from the putnam County Department of  health recently met with liveonNY and putnam 
County legislator Bill Gouldman to discuss the launch of  a local campaign to increase organ 
donation—a life-saving measure for which there is a great need, especially in New York. 
New York State ranks 49th out of  50 states in the nation for percent of  residents who are 
registered organ donors. From left to right: pCDoh health educator alexa Contreras; legislator 
Bill Gouldman; Janet ocasio, co-president of  the transplant Support organization; health 
Commissioner allen Beals, sporting a t-shirt with the new slogan of  liveonNY; Julia Rivera, 
director of  communications for liveonNY, pCDoh public health nurse Joanne Ryan and phoebe 
Kmeck, manager of  community programs and volunteer services at liveonNY. New York organ 
Donor Network serves 13 million people in the greater New York metro area, 10,000 of  whom 
are on the waiting list for life-saving organ transplants.

Putnam Officials Join Together to 
Promote Crucial Organ Donation
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‘No person should be 
punished when they 

have violated no known 
rule or law.’ – Attorney 

Michael Sussman 
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By David Propper 
Working without an audience, and in 

relative obscurity, the brainstorming that 
stems from Putnam County’s Commission 
for Fiscal Vision and Accountability could 
be the catalyst for future cost saving 
initiatives and consolidation, at least 
that’s the hope that commission members 
expressed last week.

Only a few meetings into the newly 
formed commission after it was disbanded 
several years ago, members for Fiscal 
Vision and Accountability are hoping 
to push forward tax saving measures as 
taxes across the municipal board continue 
to rise and put the crunch on county 
residents. 

“I’m hoping that we’re able to actually 
make progress and have some positive 
outcome in the county because otherwise 
we’re just spinning our wheels,” Town of 
Kent Supervisor Maureen Fleming.

Legislator Barbara Scuccimarra said the 
commission, which has eight members 
currently on it and hopes to add a few 
more, is still trying to find a direction to 
go in. Members have only met a few times 
and with so much to look at, Scuccimarra 
said, it’s more productive to “hone in on 
something and just go for that because 
otherwise you won’t get anything done.

One area the commission seems to be 
stepping toward is finding ways to reduce 
overtime paid to Putnam County Sheriff 

deputies, which can make up a considerable 
expense for the county each year. During 
a Jan. 29 meeting of the commission, 
members discussed ways to cut down on 
the overtime and plan on inviting Sheriff 
Don Smith to its next meeting to get more 
numbers and information on the overtime 
paid to deputies. 

“I don’t want to step on the sheriff ’s 
toes and I don’t want him to think this is 
any reflection on how he’s doing his job 
because I think he’s doing a wonderful 
job,” Scuccimarra said. “Our mission is 
help find ways to save taxpayer dollars, 
that’s all.”

Legislator Ginny Nacerino pondered 
how many deputies are actually needed 
for special events like high school sporting 
events, parades, and high school proms, 
calling the current system not sustainable. 

Carmel businessman Neal Sullivan also 
said he doesn’t think it’s necessary to have 
a strong sheriff presence at high school 
sporting events and the sheriff ’s office 
needs to better explain the amount of 
overtime currently used. 

Outside of the sheriff ’s department, 
members had different ideas to reduce 
the tax burden on residents, ranging from 
county departments to towns and school 
systems. In most cases, the commission 
would need cooperation from different 
municipal levels in order to make concrete 
progress. 

Fleming said she would like to see all 
school districts in the county consolidate 
into one district, hopefully cutting down 
on the number of administrators needed. 
Overall, Putnam holds six different school 
districts. 

“Even if you just consolidate some of 
the administrators, people would see it 
reflected in their tax bill and they’d be 
pretty happy about that,” Fleming said. 
“The school taxes after all are the biggest 
chunk of our taxes.”

Scuccimarra, who represents the west 
side of Putnam, believes the three different 

municipal court systems that are within a 
mile of each other should merge into one 
for better cost efficiency. Philipstown, 
Cold Spring, and Nelsonville all have its 
own courts, despite its close proximity, 
Scuccimarra said, and she has even 
approached the Philipstown town board 
about issue. 

As Nacerino said, there are many ideas 
the commission can still broach and 
opportunities are unlimited. 

“Again, we’ve only had three meetings 
so everything is still a diamond in the 
rough,” Nacerino said. 

DaVID pRoppeR photo
Members of  putnam County’s Commission for Fiscal Vision and accountability (left to right: legislator Bill 
Gouldman, financial planner Nathaniel prentice and president of  his own financial group Neal Sullivan) 
discuss ways the sheriff  office can cut down on overtime costs at a recent meeting.

Slowly Underway, Fiscal Commission Looks for Cost Savings Measures
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By David Propper
As the newly implemented sewer district 

is set to raise fees for businesses and 
residents along the Route 52 corridor, Kent 
Councilman Paul Denbaum, a critic of the 
sewer hook up, is exploring ways to combat 
the fee increase and drum up the Route 52 
corridor. 

At a meeting scheduled for this evening, 
(Tuesday), Denbaum is going to advocate 
for Real Property Tax Exemptions for 
Businesses and Residential Improvements. 
Dubbed the unofficial main street of Kent, 
Denbaum said in a memo he wants to offer 

a maximum tax credit for building and 
improving new businesses, particularly for 
Route 52.

“It makes it more important I think 
because you’re going to have this sewer 
tax on all these parcels,” Denbaum said 
in an interview. “You need some sort of 
(exemption) just to offset the sewer tax, but 
I also think you need a tax break in general.”

Currently under the town code, Denbaum 
said the business exemption is limited in 
scope and unadvertised. Under his plan, the 
business exemption would be 50 percent 
for the first year after the improvements are 

completed and then it would decrease by 5 
percent over the next ten years. 

For example, Denbaum noted, if an 
owner improves their business by $100,000 
the assessment on the improvement would 
be $50,000, and then $55,000 the following 
year and so on, making it more worthwhile 
than the current exemption put in place.

Denbaum also would like to see 
a Residential Capital Improvements 
exemption be considered by the Kent town 
board, where a homeowner who makes 
improvements to his or her home would 
receive a 100 percent tax exemption for the 

first year and a 12.5 percent decrease from 
there, per year, for the next seven years after 
that. 

Denbaum said in his memo it’s a great 
way for older lake homes in the town to be 
upgraded, but only gradually increase the 
homeowner’s tax base. 

The business exemption is an existing law 
that would be “really, really beefed up” while 
the residential exemption, would be brand 
new, Denbaum said. 

“We do have a business exemption,” he 
said. “Nobody knows about it, nobody 
applies for it. This, were going to bring 
attention to it but also really make it worth 
your while.”

Business owners and residents are 
beginning to have the realization that a 
new bill is coming from the sewer district, 
Denbaum said, and some are prepared 
to take on another bill, while some land 
owners aren’t. 

“People with vacant land are concerned 
because now ‘Hey, I’m paying $1,000 more 
a year in taxes, I’m not doing anything’ so it 
doesn’t want to make you develop anything 
because nobody is going to come in and 
build with this new tax so hopefully we can 
offset some of that.”

Another proposal Denbaum is going to 
put forward is giving the town board more 
oversight concerning the planning board. 

In his memo, Denbaum said he would 
like to enact a law where the planning 
board alerts the town board 90 days before 
a planning board members’ term is up and 
if that certain planning board member 
is set to be reappointed. From there, the 
town board can possibly advertise to 
garner interested residents and require all 
submissions to respond within 30 days of 
the expiring term. 

Over the last year, Denbaum said it seems 
as though the planning board essentially 
runs itself without the town board having 
much input. Regularly, Denbaum said the 
planning board submits names of residents 
it wants the town board to appoint without 
giving the town board enough time for 
further vetting. 

The current system also doesn’t encourage 
other residents to get involved, he said.

“Look at Route 52, it’s not an example of 
some sort of planning Garden of Eden here 
and it may not be all the planning board’s 
fault,” Denbaum said. “But you can’t look 
at the Town of Kent and say we’ve done a 
really good job. So when you can’t say that 
this is the best planning board in the world 
and they’re doing great work, it’s good 
reason to have change of the membership 
so new ideas go through.”

Denbaum to Propose Ways to Help Route 52 Businesses, Residents

Store Hours
Monday: 9:00-6:00 • Tuesday: 9:00-6:00 • Wednesday: 9:00-6:00 • Thursday: 9:00-7:00 • Friday: 9:00-6:00

Saturday:10:00-5:00 • After Hour and Sunday appointments available upon request.

1821 E. Main St • Rt 6
Mohegan Lake 

(Near Sprint and Peachwave Yogurt)
914-737-6780 
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‘We do have a business exemption. 
Nobody knows about it, nobody 
applies for it. This, were going to 

bring attention to it but also really 
make it worth your while.’ - Kent 

Councilman Paul Denbaum.
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By Neal Rentz
Mahopac resident Denise Dundrea is 

a popular person in town.
She is accommodating to those who 

come to the Fulmer Road Elementary 
School where she works at the front 
desk, greeting visitors with a smile. 

She is also helpful to the customers she 
works with at the local Stop & Shop.

Dundrea’s daughter, Corrin, is also a 
familiar presence at the school, working 
with the physical education teachers 
and recently serving as volunteer as she 
is in the process of earning her degree 
from SUNY Cortland. 

Now, it is the Dundrea family that 
needs help. 

A devastating fire destroyed the 
Dundrea family’s single family home on 
Jan. 25. It took more than 50 firefighters 
to put out the fast moving blaze, but 
they could not save the house. The 
family escaped without serious injury 
but lost everything in the fire. 

The day after the devastating fire a 
group of local residents mobilized to 
assist the Dundrea family A team being 
led by Christine Russo-Mayer and 
including the efforts of many others, 
including members of the school’s 
parent-teacher organization and gym 
teacher Mimi Murphy, are trying to 
raise $10,000 for the family via the 
GiveForward website.

In addition to providing donations, 
the Dundrea family can be contacted 
through the GiveForward site, Russo-
Mayer noted last week. The Dundreas 
are temporarily living in Yorktown

Though the fund raising began only 
a few days ago, it has taken off. As of 

the early evening on Friday, $7,544 has 
already been donated.

Denise Dundrea is a popular figure 
in Mahopac both at the elementary 
school and Stop & Shop where “she’s 
always very friendly” and helpful, 
Russo-Mayer said.

The fundraising drive is a “show of 
support” for the family, Russo-Mayer 
said. 

Russo-Mayer said she understood 

the charitable effort is not the entire 
answer to the financial difficulties of 
the Dundrea family, but it is a way to 
provide some needed assistance. “It’s 
not going to buy a house, but it will 
help them,” Russo-Mayer said. “They’re 
such a great family.”

To contribute to the Dundrea family, 
visit https://www.giveforward.com/
fundraiser/t2h7/denise-dundrea-and-
family-fire-recovery-fund.

CoURteSY oF JaCK CaSeY
More than 50 first responders rushed to the house in hopes of  putting the fire out as quickly as possible. 

CoURteSY oF JaCK CaSeY
the Dundrea’s house was destroyed last week as 
the blaze quickly spread and flames shot out of  
the Mahopac home.

Local Residents Pitch in to Help Mahopac Fire Victims

   

When students feel they belong, 
they can achieve anything.

Families choose Soundview Prep because of its rigorous 
college preparatory curriculum, its strong music and art 

program, and its personalized learning community.

Soundview Preparatory School
370 Underhill Avenue, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

(914) 962-2780 • soundviewprep.org
You’re invited!You’re invited!

UPCOMING OPEN HOUSES:  
Sunday, Feb. 8, 1 - 3 pm • Sunday, March 1, 1 - 3 pm
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By David Propper 
Staff and board members of the Kent 

Public Library used to refer to the 
downstairs room as a “dungeon.” Besides 
the storage of books to collect dust, the 
basement was a non-entity for Kent 
library goers. 

Now, with the assistance of a $50,000 
grant, the basement of the Kent Library 
is a welcoming sight, set to become a 
bustling spot in Kent for the library 
community. Three months of renovations 
and even more months of planning, 
library director Carol Donick has a wide 
range of activities prepared for Kent 
Library’s new program room. 

As Donick pointed out, libraries haven’t 
moved away from its main purpose of 
providing books to community members, 
but it has certainly expanded to other 
facets unheard of a couple decades ago. 

“Libraries are doing so many more 
things than they did 20 years ago,” Donick 
said. “It’s not just books.”

Some activities scheduled for February 
include a Legos creation, a defensive 
driving course, an art workshop for 
adults, and Mah Jong for beginners 

The new program room was officially 
opened on January 25. Kent Supervisor 
Maureen Fleming, Putnam County 
Executive MaryEllen Odell, Legislator 

Toni Addonizio, and 
Assemblywoman 
Sandy Galef were all on 
hand.

It holds 49 visitors 
and has a video hook 
up so residents in the 
older, upstairs program 
room can see what is 
occurring downstairs. 
Two different 
programs can also now 
go on simultaneously, 
Donick said, giving 
the library more 
flexibility. Besides the 
new program room, 
which has a small stage 
and chairs set up for 
audience members, 
there are a couple desks allotted to staff 
members and Friends of Kent Library 
members.

Galef, who helped the library land the 
grant, said in an interview because Kent 
is not a town with a large tax base, she 
knew the $50,000 grant would go a long 
way in providing the necessary funds for 
the new program facility.

“I’m a strong believer in libraries. I 
think they are playing an even more 
essential purpose for us in this day and 
age,” Galef said. “I think (Kent) is a great 
library, a great community center and 

I’m glad that I was able to help with some 
capital funding.”

Library board treasurer Otto 
Romanino, who has been a Kent resident 
for 54 years, said Kent Library has 
reached new heights since its inception 
from 50 years ago. At first, the library 
was tiny rented space, and then a modest 
building was bought in Carmel, followed 
by the construction of the library here at 
Kent Town Center. 

“We’re at capacity as far as space 
so that’s why we utilizing this space,” 
Romanino said. 

New Program Room Unveiled Inside Kent Library

DaVID pRoppeR photo
Before the opening of  the new program room at the Kent public library, Kent library director Carol 
Donick and library board treasurer otto Romanino give a tour of  the space.

DaVID pRoppeR photo
part of  the new program room has a small stage, a video board, and seats for visiting residents.

CoURteSY oF KeNt lIBRaRY
Sandy Galef  speaks with Kent library board member angelique Wright 
during the unveiling of  the new program room on Jan. 25.

OR
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authorities then suspended my client 
for the balance of the season because 
they claimed that his play on the court 
did not reflect the values of the district.  
This is a very vague formulation.  The 
high school coach certainly did not 
reprimand my client or claim that 
his play was contrary to the district’s 
values.  We do not believe this ground 
for suspension is sustainable. No 
person should be punished when they 
have violated no known rule or law. To 
allow this is to invest authorities with 
too much discretion and authority and 
to devalue the experience, which my 
client had with his teammates.”

According to the father, 
administrators told his son he would 
have to sit out the rest of the season 
and the spring sports season because 
of physical play against a Carmel 
basketball player during a Jan. 7 game. 
The Mahopac player had also been 
accused of hurling racial slurs at that 
same Carmel basketball player, who is 
black, but Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Brian Monahan said the investigation 
into those racial allegations could not 
but substantiated.  

The Mahopac player was previously 
suspended for the alleged physical pay 

while the investigation was ongoing. 
With less than a month to the basketball 
season remaining, it’s unclear if the 
player would see the court again 
regardless of the decision from the 
appeal, but his spring sport -- golf -- is 
still in jeopardy. 

While the player has remained 
unnamed in respect for student privacy, 
a petition was previously floated online 
stating that the senior should be 
allowed to play for the basketball team, 
but that petition is now closed and no 
longer accepting electronic signatures. 

“We’re ready to take this to the 
national media,” the suspended 
player’s father told The Putnam 
Examiner, stating no one in the district 
administration has supported his son 
despite no evidence of a racial slur 
being used. He believes the district is 
connecting the allegation of racism to 
the instance of physical play for which 
his son his suspended for.

Monahan said over email he is not 
able to comment on an individual 
matter and referred questions about 
the process of an appeal to the Board 
of Education. School board members 
could not be reached before press time. 

Sports Editor Ray Gallagher 
contributed to this report.

distributors;
•	 Increasing penalties for major narcotics 

traffickers; and
•	 Restoring cuts to the state Office of 

Alcoholism and Substance Abuse 
Services to fund peer recovery, 
addiction services and treatment 
programs.
Several dozen residents and a panel 

of elected officials and drug abuse 
experts participated in the meeting. 
Murphy said he wanted to gather input 
on his proposals and would be willing 
to consider additional legislation after 
receiving feedback from constituents.

Panelists and residents generally favored 
Murphy’s proposals. Several speakers said

NARCAN must be made more widely 
available, especially to first responders and 
school nurses to save lives. Furthermore, 
additional training on how to administer 
NARCAN is needed.

“It’s safe and there’s no side effects,” said 
Dr. Robert Rosenbaum of the Lexington 
Center for Recovery in Mount Kisco. 

Some speakers urged officials to 
permanently provide special boxes at all 
local police stations to collect unused 
prescription drugs to prevent abuse. 
Somers Supervisor Rick Morrissey said the 
police station in his town has a drop box 

for drug disposal and other municipalities 
could follow Somers’ example. 

Hawthorne resident Andy Mancusi 
said there must be tougher laws on drug 
dealers. 

“The criminal justice system is a joke,” 
he said. 

New outlets, such as phone and text 
tip lines, must be made available to help 
substance abusers, particularly youths, 
added Village of Pleasantville Trustee 
Colleen Griffin-Wagner. 

“People don’t know who to call,” she 
said. 

More education is needed to help 
students fend off peer pressure and to 
warn them of the dangers of drug abuse, 
said Yorktown resident Al Morales. He 
said “DARE doesn’t go far enough.”

It was suggested by Mount Pleasant 
Councilman Mark Rubeo that parents 
should become better acquainted with the 
warning signs of drug use.

Several speakers said parents must 
participate more in programs that 
provide information about the dangers 
of substance abuse such as last week’s 
meeting. Mount Pleasant Supervisor 
Carl Fulgenzi said he helped organize a 
program for parents in town about 25 
years ago. 

“It was poorly attended,” he said. 

Game’s Not Over Yet: Mahopac 
Player to Appeal Suspension

Murphy Introduces Plan to 
Combat Heroin, Narcotics Abuse

continued from page 1continued from page 1
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By David Propper
Walk into Ristorante Spadafora on any 

given evening, and it’s easy to feel like 
family. 

Inside the Mahopac restaurant, an 
intimate space owned by Antonino 
Cannavo, a family atmosphere awaits for 
hungry customers ready for appetizing 
Italian and Sicilian food and a welcoming 
smile from a friendly staff that money 
can’t buy. On a strikingly chilly evening, 
warm soup is offered to one customer 
looking to warm his bones and the 
conversation that follows with Cannavo 
makes the night even more enjoyable.

“What the community has done for me 
so far, I’m glad I did come back,” Cannavo 
said. “I’m enjoying this quite a bit. That 
was one of the reasons I wanted to come 
back, the ability to speak to people. We 
talk a lot about food. For me, that’s what 
makes it fun.”

“My guests come in, they feel that and 
enjoy that,” Cannavo went on to say. “I 
just ask that they come back once again. I 
don’t have to do the invite, they know the 
invitation is always open.” 

After being away from the day-to-
day pleasure of running a restaurant, 
Cannavo, who had previously been in 
real estate and construction management, 

bought the former Ariano’s Trattoria 
almost three months ago and renamed 
it Ristorante Spadafora. Hailing from 
Yonkers, Cannavo has been a familiar 
face to the patrons of the establishment, 
and has kept employees from the previous 
owner who already knew community 
members to cement the welcoming 
atmosphere. 

When he bought the place, Cannavo 
opted to keep the “original kitchen,” 

meaning “not 
the stoves, but 
the individuals 
behind it.” The 
restaurant has 
a head cook 
and headwaiter 
the community 
knows, which 
has helped in the 
transition. 

Cannavo has 
also kept the 
menu the same, 
cooking much of 
the food with a 
wood fire oven. 

He said it was a 
“no-brainer” to 
hold onto old 

recipes so customers expect the same high 
quality of food instantly. Going forward, 
he hopes to add and alter the menu to 
include more of the foods he considers 
his specialties. 

One special dish he wants to add 
is spiedini, which for a real Sicilian, 
Cannavo said, it a veal cutlet breaded 
lightly with the addition of parmesan 
cheese, salt, and pepper and cooked in a 
wood oven. The type of oven and simple 

ingredients brings out the most flavors, 
said Cannavo, who has no formal training 
but became an spectacular cook from his 
strong Italian and Sicilian upbringing, 
something all the training in the world 
can’t replicate. 

“I would consider that my major 
recipe that I’m going to present to the 
community,” he said. “I’ve already had 
people say they can’t wait to find out 
what I have on my specials on Friday and 
Saturday.”

This isn’t the first restaurant Cannavo 
has owned and like past establishments, 
Cannavo prides Ristorante Spadafora on 
being a “quint” restaurant. According to 
him, smaller is actually better.

The main dining area holds roughly 30 
people, which is actually double the size 
of any of Cannavo’s past businesses. An 
outdoor patio when the weather warms 
up will also seat more customers. 

With a smaller space and cozy feel, 
Cannavo expects Valentines Day to be 
busy.

“They enjoy the feel of the dining room, 
the wood oven,” he said. “It gives you an 
aroma that reminds everyone of home.” 

Ristorante Spadafora is located on 18 
Clark Place in Mahopac and its phone 
number is 845-621-0137. 

Ristorante Spadafora 
Mahopac

Business 

of the Week

DaVID pRoppeR photo 
antonino Cannavo sits inside his new restaurant Ristorante Spadafora welcoming 
and talking comfortably with customers throughout the night. 

Ê

*Wine tasting and sampling *Local Distilleries *Craft BeerÊ
*Hudson Valley & Regional Wineries *Craft VendorsÊ

*Chocolate sampling & shopping *Valentine’s Day shopping Ê

$25/Advance. FOR TICKETS & INFORMATION, VISIT: 

Ê
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Guest Column

Beatrice M. O’Brien
Beatrice M. O’Brien, 78, died on 

Janaury 26. Bea was born on May 5, 
1936 to Patrick and Margaret (Deignan) 
Mulrennan in Boyle County, Roscommon 
Ireland. On April 28, 1959 she married 
Michael O’Brien in Glenn Cove, Long 
Island.   She is survived by her devoted 
husband Michael, her four loving 
children; Margaret Harrington, Martin 
O’Brien, John O’Brien and Eithne Feild, 
her sister; Mary Teresa Clayton, eight 
adoring grandchildren and four dogs and 
a cat.   Bea was an avid chef and master 
gardener. She was a truly welcoming host 
who was always ready with a cup of tea, 
a meal or a drink. Her chicken parmesan 
and blueberry pancakes will be dearly 
missed. Her garden reflected her beautiful 
spirit and provided wonderful nourishing 
food to family, friends and her dogs.

Angelina Luiso
Angelina Luiso of Carmel, died on 

January 26, at the age of 84. She was born 
on September 17, 1930 in Yonkers to 
Florence (Treulieb) and John Ferine. On 
November 20, 1976 she married Frank 

Luiso in Yonkers. She worked as a payroll 
supervisor for US Vitamin in Tuckahoe. 
She is survived by 3 children Donna 
O’Conner, David Luiso,and Judy Vuozzo. 
She is also survived by a brother Warren 
Ferine, a sister Rita Harakidas and five 
grandchildren and 6 great-grandchildren. 
She is predeceased by her husband Frank.   

Tracey Rebentisch
Tracey Rebentisch, 54, of Mahopac 

died after a courageous battle with 
cancer on January 28. Mrs. Rebentisch 
was born on May 5, 1960 to William 
Kidd and Joyce (VanDewater) Ross. 
On June 19, 1993 she married the love 
of her life Edward Rebentisch   Tracey 
was a Costumer Service Manager for JP 
McHale in Buchanan.   She is survived 
by her beloved parents; William Kidd, 
Joyce and John Ross (stepfather), her 
devoted husband Edward, her loving son 
John Patrick, her seven siblings Darlene 
Rodschat, Allison Chua and her husband 
David, Bobette Ross, Billy, Jimmy, Joey 
and Lori Kidd, her stepsons Michael and 
Eddie Rebentisch, her grandson Ethan 
Rebentisch, and Sue Rebentisch as well 
as her lifelong friend Sally Turch and 

many adoring nieces and nephew. She 
was predeceased by her grandparents 
Genaro and Dorothy Pataro and Edward 
Rebentisch.   A Memorial visitation will 
be held on Tuesday, February 3, 2015 
from 7 p.m. – 8 p.m. with a Service 
commencing at 8 p.m. at Cargain Funeral 
Homes, Inc., 10 Fowler Avenue, Carmel, 
NY 10512 (845)-225-3672.  In lieu of 
flowers memorial donations can be made 
to:  Edward Rebentisch 11 Church Street, 
Carmel, NY 10512.

Johanna F. Honsch
Johanna F. Honsch, 97, of Carmel, died 

on January 28. Mrs. Honsch was born on 
August 9, 1917 in New York City to John 
and Frances (Gellinger) Oresky. Before she 
retired, Johanna was an Administrative 
Assistant for Woodlawn Cemetery in the 
Bronx.  She is survived by her two loving 
children; Carol Honsch and Pamela 
Carlson, two adoring grandchildren; 
Eric Carlson and Craig Carlson and two 
wonderful great-grandchildren; Caitlin 
Carlson and Christopher Carlson. She is 
predeceased by her beloved husband Paul 
Honsch.
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By Richard Howie
As we get older, our consumption of 

medications—both over the counter and 
prescribed—increases. At the same time, 
the cost for many prescription drugs 
has been on the rise. For some seniors, 
it becomes a choice between paying for 
food or their medications.

Disparity in Drug Prices
One of the best ways to save money is 

to shop around because drug prices vary 
widely among stores. One of the easiest 
ways to shop is through the website 
GoodRx.com, which offers comparison 
shopping plus coupons. You type in the 
name of your prescription drug and zip 
code and the site displays the prices of 
nearby stores and pharmacies.

In your quest to find the cheapest 
drugs, however, you need to be cautious. 
Your regular pharmacy keeps a list of 
your medications and can alert you for 
potentially dangerous drug interactions. 
If you decide it’s worth the cost savings 
to use multiple pharmacies, share your 
medication list with all the pharmacies, so 
they can best review any new medication 
and potential problems.

Other Cost-Saving Tactics
Switch to generic drugs. Generics 

are the bio-equivalent of brand-name 
drugs, but cost 80 to 85 percent less. Ask 
your doctor or pharmacist about generic 
alternatives and/or non-generic drugs 
that might cost less. For certain common 

conditions such as heartburn, insomnia 
or seasonal allergies, many over-the-
counter drugs might work just as well and 
be less expensive, but check with your 
doctor first. 

Use coupons. Major discount stores 
and pharmacies (as well as websites 
such as GoodRx.com) offer coupons for 
prescription medications, either through 
mail flyers or on their websites. 

Join a club. Hundreds of commonly 
used generic medications can be 
purchased for as little as $10 for a three-
month supply at major chain drugstores, 
big-box stores and club stores, such as 
Sam’s Club Pharmacy (in Elmsford or 
Fishkill), or Costco Pharmacy online. 
Program details vary and some require an 
annual membership.

Ask for the lowest available price. 
Consumer Reports called more than 200 
pharmacies and found that asking for 
the “cheapest price possible” produced a 
better deal than just asking for the price. 
Your hometown pharmacist might be 
willing to reduce your costs in exchange 
for your loyal business. 

Order by mail. Purchasing longer-term 
supplies by mail can lower your costs. 
Some commercial and Medicare Part D 
plans have negotiated deep discounts with 
mail-order and retail pharmacies. Check 
to see whether your plan has a preferred 
pharmacy or allows you to order by mail. 

Review Medicare Part D: Every 
year, during open enrollment, those on 
Medicare Part D should log into the 

Medicare.gov website, retrieve their 
password-protected prescription drug 
list, update it to make sure it is current 
and then see if there is a less expensive 
Part D plan available to them. Each 
year the insurance companies change 
their formulary that impacts the cost of 
prescriptions to participants. 

Buying Drugs Online
Many online sources offer the cheapest 

prescription drugs, but consumers need 
to be cautious. Imports of prescription 
drugs from pharmacies located outside of 
the United States typically violate federal 
law. Additionally, pharmacies located in 
other countries are subject to different 
safety and legal requirements than those 
in the United States.  

Drugs shipped from so-called 
“Canadian” online pharmacies may never 
go through Canada at all. Businesses 
often source drugs from places like India, 
China and Turkey and repackage them to 
appear as though they came from Canada 
or the U.K. Also, about 10 percent of 
pharmaceuticals are counterfeit, and that 
number rises when they’re sold online. 

For those who want to buy online 
drugs but are worried about illegitimate 
dealers, two websites, LegitScript.com 
and PharmacyChecker.com, can help 
verify the legality of online pharmacies. 
The service is free for consumers. 

New York State has a State 
Pharmaceutical Assistance Program, 
EPIC, which offers coverage to help 

Finding the Rx for Saving Money on Prescription Medications
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Across
1 Rap doctor?
4 Get hitched
7 Musical notes segment
10 Scotch whiskey or Yorktown 
family jewelers
11 5th is one
12 Be in the red
13 Government lender, abbr.
14 Tangled
16 Football gain or loss
18 Alternative word
20 End letter
21 Smile
24 Tennessee footballer
26 Dollar bill or Cortlandt music 
school
27 Labor
28 Amateur’s opposite
29 Like ___
30 Action of inventing a word or 
phrase
33 Having a lot of vowels
35 Chef ’s phrase
38 Contribution your employer may 
match
39 Romanian coin
40 Intelligence
41 Buddhist branch
42 Stubborn animal
43 Society page word

Down
1 Station personalities
2 Usher and Beyonce genre
3 Site with many auctions
4 Oracle of Omaha first name
5 Sidestep

6 Buddhist divinity
7 Ravel masterwork
8 Amaze
9 A primary color
15 Christmas drink
17 Rhododendron kin
18 Baseball hall of famer, Mel
19 Brazilian grand prix town
22 “___ time”
23 Matrix main man
25 CB radio
26 Early spring bloomer
28 Gives
31 Spiced stew of meat and vegetables
32 Bored response
33 That is to say: Abbr.
34 Edmond Fitzgerald cargo
36 Fanciful story
37 Got into a stew?

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 18

RÊ
IÊ
BÊ
BÊ
OÊ
NÊ

845-225-7777 Ê

The Putnam  Ê
Humane SocietyÊ

Ribbon’s sweet and Ê
happy.  She really is Ê

the perfect girl! Ê

Ribbon’s

Putnam County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell was pleased to receive information 
from the State Department of Labor 
verifying that Putnam County’s 
unemployment rate continues to decrease 
as it dropped to a low of 4.1 percent as 
of the end of December 2014. Putnam 
County ranks first in the Hudson Valley 
region and second in the state for having 
the lowest unemployment rate during the 
same time frame.

According to the state statistics, 
Putnam’s unemployment rate dropped 
from 4.2 percent in November 2014 to 
an end-of-year rate of 4.1 percent. The 
previous December, (2013) Putnam’s 
unemployment rate was listed at 4.8 
percent showing unemployment has 
declined steadily over the last year. The 
continued improvement is a welcomed 
change from December 2012, when 
Putnam County’s unemployment rate 
was 6.4 percent.

Putnam’s 4.1 percent is significantly 
lower than the New York State 
unemployment rate of 5.7 percent, 
as opposed to the county’s rate of 5.4 
percent.

“Naturally, I am pleased that Putnam 
ranks so high on this list. My hope is to 
see Putnam ranked No. 1 for having the 

lowest unemployment in the state,” Odell 
said. “Our residents are highly qualified 
and well-trained, professional and non-
professional alike. Many of our working 
men and women choose to live and raise 
their families here in our beautiful county 
even while they work elsewhere.”

Education plays a significant role 
in Putnam’s high ranking for low 
unemployment as Putnam’s Director of 
Personnel Paul Eldridge pointed out.

 “For many years Putnam County 
has enjoyed an educated and skilled 
workforce, with a high percentage per 
capita of persons with a Bachelor’s degree 
or highly skilled training. This makes 
them more attractive to employers both 
in Putnam County and neighboring areas.  
With the added advantage of availability 
to the Metro-North Railroad and two 
superhighways, our residents have easy 
access to employment opportunities in 
surrounding counties,” said Eldridge.

Tompkins County held the lowest 
unemployment rate of 3.5 percent 
while nearby Rockland, Dutchess and 
Westchester counties ranked 4th and 
tied for 8th respectively. Rockland’s 
unemployment rate for December 2014 
was 4.3 percent while Dutchess and 
Westchester both had rates of 4.6 percent. 

Executive Director Rose Aglieco, 
along with the Board of Directors and 
in collaboration with Chamber member 
Accel Printing, announces the launch of 
the first printed Brewster Chamber of 
Commerce Business Directory.  

The directory will have a listing of all 
Chamber of Commerce businesses by 
name as well as category. It will be a “must 
have” reference and will also contain 
a comprehensive community profile, 
demographic overview, local facts, figures 
and history, as well as other pertinent 
information. This directory will be a tool 
not only for those who live and work in 
the area, but for tourists as well as those 
moving to the area. 

It will be delivered to approximately 
10,000 local residential and business 
mailboxes in early Spring and also 
available at the Chamber office and 
area hotels and motels as a resource for 
visitors who are looking for everything 
from entertainment and dining to 
transportation and shopping. It will also 
be distributed to realtors, medical offices, 

and local government buildings.
The Directory Committee encourages 

any Chamber member who would like 
to be in the directory to be sure that 
their annual dues are paid by February 
15th. If there is a business (includes dba, 
cottage industry, service providers) that 
is not currently a Chamber member, we 
welcome you to join the Chamber by 
February 15th to ensure that you will be 
listed in the book. All business listings 
will be free but there are opportunities for 
paid advertising. Please contact Donna 
Corti at 914-282-6564 or the Chamber 
office at 845-279- 2477. 

The Brewster Chamber of Commerce 
fosters local business and consumer 
relationships, promotes local business 
networking and helps to build a stronger 
community. 

Each Chamber member receives, at no 
charge, one alphabetical listing and one 
categorical listing.  There are additional 
fees for other listings and display 
advertisement.

Odell: Putnam’s Unemployment 
Rate Continues to Decrease Brewster Chamber of 

Commerce to Mail New 
Business Directory 
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Happy Valentine’s Day
Make this Valentine’s Day Meaning� l

Give the Gi
  of Love
With this ad get 30% OFF on any in-stock item

EXPIRES 2/14/15

54 Miller Road •  Mahopac, NY 10541
845-628-3447

www.aljanjewelers.com

EXPIRES 2/14/15

Sold Exclusively In Putnam County At

Let us help you get the 
new lighting look 

that you will just love!

 
845-628-9106   sales@midcountylighting.com 

 

•Most models made in USA. 
  • Generac generators are preferred 

by 7 out of every 10 homeowners 
who invest in home backup power.

54 Miller Rd • Mahopac NY 10541 •845 628-2127
www.westchesterputnampottery.com

Westchester Putnam Pottery 

Valentine’s Day is Feb 14th
Come in and make 

your sweetie 
a piece by 
Feb 7th to 

have for heart day ! 

Private 
Party Room

Now booking 
Birthday Parties 

and events!

Westchester Putnam Pottery Westchester Putnam Pottery 

15% OFF
Valentine's 
Day pottery 

YORKTOWN P    T 
GROOMING, INC.

Please call 914 962-4464 
for more information 

1903 Commerce Street • Yorktown Heights, NY 
www.yorktownpetgrooming.com

Houndstooth Pet Dental
Non-Anesthetic Teeth Cleaning

Will be coming to our facility
Sunday February 15th

8am - 6pm
By Appointment Only, Please

Dr. Paul Mihok DVM
will be on site for 

consultations
Don’t miss this opportunity!Now taking 

Valentines Day 
Reservations
Regular menu plus 

Valentines Day Specials 

Complete Four Course Thanksgiving
Turkey Dinner $25.95

• Salad & Bread
• Turkey Served with 
Mashed Potatoes, 

Candied Yams, Carrots, 
Sausage Stuffing, Gravy, 

and Cranberry Sauce
• Choice of Apple 

or Pumpkin Pie

•Coffee or Tea
• Complimentary Glass 

of Wine with every 
Thanksgiving Dinner

• Our regular menu
 is also available 

Call for reservations

845-621-3836 • 878 Rt. 6 Mahopac, NY 10541
www.arturostavern.com

Complete Four Course Thanksgiving
Turkey Dinner $25.95

• Salad & Bread
• Turkey Served with 
Mashed Potatoes, 

Candied Yams, Carrots, 
Sausage Stuffing, Gravy, 

and Cranberry Sauce
• Choice of Apple 

or Pumpkin Pie

•Coffee or Tea
• Complimentary Glass 

of Wine with every 
Thanksgiving Dinner

• Our regular menu
 is also available 

Call for reservations

845-621-3836 • 878 Rt. 6 Mahopac, NY 10541
www.arturostavern.com



February 3 - February 9, 2015www.TheExaminerNews.com 11

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts and more to come at Somers Custom Framing!

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

Originally from Vermont, self-taught 
photographer, Brian Alberghini, has 
resided in the Town of Southeast since 
1991.

A master of rich and vibrant color 
photography, Alberghini also specializes 
in stunning and imaginative black and 
white photography as well.  His main 
focus is nature and floral photography.

Alberghini’s work has been shown 
extensively in the area, including group 
exhibits at Studio Around the Corner. His 
photograph of a Great Blue Heron placed 
second in The Friends of the Great Swamp 
Juried Art Show.  Alberghini’s work hangs 
in numerous private collections, both 
residential and commercial, and has been 
included in several e-books.

Studio Around the Corner is honored to 
exhibit the fine work of this extraordinary 
photographer.

Opening Reception:  Friday, February 
6, 7 p.m. – 9 p.m.

Additional Studio Hours:  noon – 2 
p.m on Saturday, February 7, Saturday, 
February 14, Sunday, February 15

About The Town of Southeast Cultural 
Arts Coalition

The Town of Southeast Cultural 
Arts Coalition is a not-for-profit 
organization dedicated to creating 

and sustaining cultural arts within the 
Town of Southeast and its surrounding 
region. TOSCAC was established as a 
501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation 
in August 2010 with the purpose, as 
detailed in the incorporation papers, 
“... to promote and raise funds for the 
development and effective management 
of affordable, accessible performance 
space that will provide citizens of the 
Town of Southeast opportunities to 
participate in and appreciate cultural 
arts, including lectures, theater, dance, 
film, music, visual arts, and inclusive 
community events.”   Our current focus 
is the renovation of the Southeast Old 
Town Hall, a historic landmark within the 
Village of Brewster and a perfect venue 
to serve as a cultural hub. The Old Town 
Hall has been described as a “Jewel in the 
Center of Brewster” and its renovation 
will help foster the revitalization of 
downtown Brewster.

A pair of hockey players from Putnam 
County came up big in The Harvey 
School’s victory against a league rival 
Friday, Jan. 30. Senior Mark Siegel of 
Mahopac collected his second shutout 
of the season and second of his career, 
making 20 saves in Harvey’s 7-0 win 
against Forman School at Evarts Ice 
Rink in Katonah. Siegel’s first career 
shutout came a week earlier against 
Stepinac, a 3-0 game in which he made 
35 saves. Teammate Drew Homola of 
Garrison was a key factor on offense in 
scoring two goals.

The first period saw Harvey carry the 
play by out-shooting Forman 13-5, but 
the Cavs could only capitalize once, a 

goal from freshman Alex McLean. 
Forman worked hard to cover 

Harvey’s forwards throughout the 
game, but senior Keith Lambert got 
free early in the second period to put 
the Cavs up by two. Later in the period 
Lambert and Connor Wilson found 
Homola for a one-time blast from the 
point on a power play giving Harvey a 
3-0 lead heading to the third period.

In the third period, relentless pressure 
resulted in four more goals, including 
one from Homola who notched his 
second of the game on another power 
play.

Harvey outshot Forman 43-20 en 
route their 10th victory of the season.

Flower Power: The Photography 
of Brian Alberghini

Putnam Pair Helps Harvey 
Get Hockey Shutout

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

Mark Siegel of  Mahopac had 20 saves in net.
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Navigating the App Stores for Digital Wine Experts

Musings on Bathroom Oddities, Manners and Etiquette

Have you recently 
encountered any of 
these situations?

“Waiter, may I see 
the wine list?” 

Waiter: “Here 
you are sir/madam.” 

He or she hands 
you an iPad. The 
iPad, or other brand 
of tablet/phablet, 

is slowly gaining traction in restaurants 
and wine bars as a replacement for wine 
lists produced on paper. In many cases 
the iPad wine list also offers a broader 
and deeper explanation of the producer, 
the grapes and the history of the wine. 
I’ve even seen sophisticated lists that offer 
suggestions for pairing a wine with the 
food menu offerings.

“Waiter, I enjoyed this bottle of wine. 
May I see the bottle so I can take a picture 
of it with my smartphone?” 

Waiter: “Rather than a picture, 
why not simply scan the QR 
code on the rear of the bottle?” 

You: “The what code?” 
Waiter: “The Quick Response 

code.” 
With a simple bar code 

app on your phone, you 
are able to scan the QR 
code, which is linked to a 
database containing specific 
informative data on the 

producer, the grapes and 
the history of the winery 
and the wine at hand.

“Waiter, I’d like to know 
more about this wine we’re 
enjoying.” 

Waiter: “Okay, I’ll see if 
I can find the sommelier 
and send him over.” 

Ten minutes later (or more, or not at 
all), the sommelier regales you with his 
or her personal knowledge and opinion 
of the wine, which may or may not be 
aligned with your personal perspectives 
on the vast world of wine. 

More and more, consumers are moving 
from scenario three to scenarios one 
and two. This is the age of omnipresent, 
omniscient and omnipotent electronic 
devices, supported by an army of virtual 
assistants and servants, always at the ready 
to guide us through life’s encounters.

In the last year or so, the expansion 
of ubiquitous smartphone apps has 
found its way into the world of wine 

appreciation. This has catapulted 
wine decision-making to an art 
form, replete with social media 
interfaces. 

Here are several of the 
most expansive digital 

sommeliers available 
today. Each wine app 
can be easily downloaded 

from the Apple and 
Android app stores. 
Common denominators 
across each app: large 
databases and bottle 
scanning capabilities.

1. The most popular 
wine magazines, Wine 

Enthusiast (free)  and Wine Spectator 
(a monthly subscription fee), offer their 
vast databases of tastings and ratings to 
consumers. 

2. Wine-searcher. For years this has 
been one of my favorite websites for 
finding wine shops that carry a particular 
wine – and its price. It also offers a link 
to a wine shop’s website listing of each 
searched wine. It is now available as an 
app.

3. Hello Vino. This app’s distinction is 
its ability to offer food and wine pairings, 
which it does fairly well. Beyond common 
pairings, it offers recommendations for 
pairing cheeses and chocolates.

4. Drync. Want to share wine opinions 
with friends? Purchase wines that you are 
researching on a site? Look no further. A 
unique feature will learn your preferences 
as you rate wines and offer personalized 
recommendations. 

5. Vivino. Don’t have a QR scanner 
app? Research your bottle of wine the old-
fashioned way: take a pic with this app. It 
will bring up everything it knows about 
the wine.

6. Wine Quest. Can’t afford a personal 
sommelier to accompany you each time 
you venture out to a restaurant or wine 
shop? This app builds a database of your 
wine preferences, from grapes to tastes 
and aromas, to full-bodied or complex 
style. Scan a bottle label and Wine Quest 
will give it a numeric rating tailored to 
your profile.

The next time you are dining at a 
restaurant or roaming the aisles of a 
wine shop or simply surfing for wine 
information, open your favorite wine app. 
It will feel good to be in sole control of 
your wine decisions. 

Or is this another example of your 
wine decisions being in the control of our 
pervasive smartphones?

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

The bathroom. 
While it may not be the room 

you spend the most time in, it’s 
probably the room you visit 
most times during the course 
of the day. If you’re in my age 
group, you may visit it more 
frequently than when you were 
younger. 

I’ve been thinking a lot about 
the bathroom lately, forced by 
an unexpected experience I had 
the first day I was in my new digs 
at the gorgeous Trump Park 
Residences in Shrub Oak. This 
joint is outrageous, outfitted 
with the finest materials and 
fixtures you might imagine: 
granite, marble and brushed 
steel everywhere you look. 

So when it was time for me to visit the 
bathroom for the most serious function 
for which one visits the bathroom, and I 
started that slow descend, I realized that 
I wasn’t reaching my destination when I 
usually do. I kept bending lower and lower, 
convinced that I would be in a full Lotus 
position before I would finally come to 
rest. 

Why, I wondered, with all this luxury 
in a place originally built for the 55-plus 
crowd would my new friend Louis Cappelli 
have built such low-rise toilets? As soon as 

I finished my business, I visited 
www.HomeAdvisor.com to 
find a plumber to install high-
rise toilets in all three of my 
bathrooms.

It’s important to pay attention 
to the toilet’s seat being down 
and the lid closed, not only 
so that women won’t fall into 
the bowl but also for health 
reasons. According to scientists 
at Leeds University, when a 
toilet is flushed with the lid 
open, bacteria sprays into the 
air around the toilet.

But the best reason for 
closing the lid is that it prevents 
anything and everything from 
falling in. You may have had the 
experience of not hearing from 

friends for several days, only to hear that 
their cell phones had taken the plunge. 

There are other rules that should be 
considered concerning bathroom etiquette 
and manners, and it’s not only because 
of airborne germs or the differences in 
plumbing between the sexes and actual 
plumbing. 

For instance, not to get too personal, 
while I’ll do one bodily function in 
someone else’s presence, I won’t do the 
other. Is anybody else the same or am I just 
too Victorian? I was quite impressed when, 

years ago, I first saw a bathroom where the 
toilet bowl was separated from the rest 
of the room and you could do your more 
private business in, well, private.  

And what about something as simple 
as replacing the toilet paper roll when 
it’s depleted? I am always in such a rush, 
I’m guilty of just grabbing a new roll and 
leaving it on top, rather than going to 
the trouble of actually inserting it on the 
cylinder. Shame. 

For those who go through the trouble 
of replacing it, there’s the question of 
positioning the roll for “over” or “under” 
dispensing.  My work associate, Lorin, tells 
me that it must be “over” so that the last 
sheet can be “folded” as in a hotel. 

“You fold your last toilet paper sheet?” I 
asked astoundingly? 

“Yes,” she responded, not skipping a 
beat. “You never know when guests are 
going to stop by.” 

Oh, my God, where did I go wrong in 
learning bathroom etiquette?

One other item I know about toilets. Did 
you notice that some are round and, in the 
past couple of decades, some are oblong 
shaped? Nobody mentions the obvious, 
but designers finally figured out that the 
male anatomy had to be accommodated.

And finally, did I mention that there 
should always--ALWAYS--be some kind of 
automatic air freshener in the bathroom?  

There’s so much going on in my head on 
this subject that might be categorized as 
“in the toilet” that there will probably be a 
Part II to these musings.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, Inc., 
the longest running public relations agency 
in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.com), 
specializing in lifestyles, real estate and 
development. His real estate site is: www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his blog is: 
www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To engage the 
services of The Home Guru and his team 
to market your home for sale, call 914-522-
2076.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

‘raising wine media 
to an art form’



February 3 - February 9, 2015www.TheExaminerNews.com 13

Ongoing
Tuesday’s: 

Certified Application Counselor 
from Open Door will be available to 
answer questions and make appointments 
for consumers to enroll in the Health 
Insurance Marketplace. 3:00-7:00 
p.m. Brewster Public Library. Walk-
ins are welcome, but to schedule an 
appointment, please call 914-502-1478 or 
email insurancecoverage@odfmc.org. For 
more information about either of these 
services, call the Brewster Public Library 
at 845-279-6421
Wednesday’s:

In-Stitches Knitting Club at Reed 
Library (845-225-2439).  Wednesday 
mornings 10:30 to noon and Thursday 
evenings 6:30 to 8 pm.  Beginners and 
experienced knitters and crocheters are 
welcomed in this fun and friendly group.  
Thursday’s:

Foreclosure Counseling will be offered 
by Putnam County Housing Corporation 
(PCHC). 4:30-6:30pm. If you’re facing 
foreclosure, PCHC may be able to help. 
PCHC, a HUD-certified Housing Agency, 
offers free confidential counseling to assist 
you in negotiating with your mortgage 
company. Brewster Public Library. Walk-
ins are welcome, or call 845-225-8493 
ext.201 to schedule time.

Reed Memorial Library presents, 
Beginning Yoga and Crafts for children 
ages 3 - 5.  Thursdays 10:30-11:30, Feb. 
5-March 5th. Wear comfortable clothes 
and bring a mat or large towel if you have 
one.   Call to Register 845-225-2439
Sunday’s:
Winter Farm Market 

Open every Sunday until May 31, 2015, 
from 11 am to 3 pm. The Winter Market 
footprint will be located in the lower 
level of the HVCPA building (15 Mt. 
Ebo Road South, ) and we are proud and 
excited to showcase vendors including:  
Vegetables, fruit, meat, fish, jams, bread 
and baked goods (gluten free too!), eggs, 
mushrooms, food artisans and specialty 
items from local growers and producers. 
Cancer Support: 

CANCER SUPPORT AVAILABLE: 
Support Connection, Inc., a not-for 
profit organization that provides free, 
confidential support services for people 
affected by breast and ovarian cancer, 
offers a wide range of free support groups 
women with breast and ovarian cancer. 
Groups focus on topics pertaining to 
living with cancer through all stages of 
diagnosis, treatment and post-treatment. 
They are offered in Westchester, 
Putnam and Dutchess, and by toll-free 
teleconference. For a complete calendar 
of groups at all locations, visit www.
supportconnection.org. Advance 
registration is required for all groups; call 
914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.
Save the Date: 

Registration for Kindergarten 
Brewster – Kindergarten registration for 
the Brewster High School Class of 2028 
takes place the week of March 2 – March 
6.  Children who will be five years of 
age on or before December 1, 2015, are 
eligible to register for September classes.  
Families residing within the Brewster 
School District are asked to call John F. 
Kennedy Elementary at 279-2087 x 4111 
to make an appointment.  

Saturday, March 7 
Basketball Shootout Please join us in 

shooting baskets at Carmel High School.  
Just get pledges from your friends and 
family and shoot for charity.  It only takes 10 
minutes to shoot baskets.  Come any time 
between 9 a.m. and noon. https://www.
crowdrise.com/2015BasketballShootout
Sunday, March 8 

No. Westchester / Putnam St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade. Eastbound on Route 6, 
Mahopac.  Step Off Time: 2 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 15 

17th Annual Hudson Valley Food 
& Wine Experience.  6 p.m.-9 p.m. 
Benefiting the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester.  Women’s Resource Center
Friday, March 20 

Mahopac Knights of Columbus 
presents:  The Chiclettes.  New York’s 
premier girl group performing hits from 
the 60’s to today.  Putnam County Golf 
Course.  187 Hill Street Mahopac, NY.   
Doors open at 7 p.m. / Show at 8 p.m. $37 
per person pre-order / $40 at the door. 
Hot buffet included / Cash bar For tickets 
and information  call Mike at 914-837-
2368 or Tom at 914-329-3099.  Proceeds 
benefit Knights Scholarship fund and 
community charities
Tuesday February 3

Register today for Winter Camp:  
Patterson Rec February 16 - 20, 9 a.m. – 
4 p.m.  Before and After Care Available. 
Keep your child(ren) active during their 

Winter Break. Visit www.pattersonrec.org
The Reads at Reed Book Club. 7 p.m. 

to discuss the book Little Bee by Chris 
Cleave.   The meeting will be held at Reed 
Memorial Library.  Contact 845-225-2439 
with any questions.”
Saturday, February 7 

Basic Jewelry Making Workshop: 
10 a.m. – noon. Make your own beaded 
jewelry with Nancy Lenore.   In this class 
you will learn how to make a necklace, 
bracelet, or a pair of earring in under two 
hours.  Learn to design and string your 
project, and how to properly use tools to 
create one-of-a-kind pieces.  All material 
is provided for class work.  $8 material fee/
person. For ages 14 through adult; register 
with fee at the Library’s Information 
Desk.  For further information call 845-
628-2009, ext 100. 

The Hidden Treasures of Korea: 
Patterson Library, 1167 Rte. 311 
Patterson. 1 p.m. Learn about Korea’s 
fascinating history and culture with 
members of the Korean Spirit & Culture 
Promotion Project. Watch a short 
documentary, hear about Korea’s past 
and present achievements, see members 
perform a traditional wedding ceremony, 
and enjoy some tasty Korean cuisine. 
Registration required, walk-ins welcome 
if space allows. To register or for more 
information, visit us online at www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click on calendar 
or call 845-878-6121 x10. Free program.

people on Medicare with paying drug-
plan premiums and/or cost sharing. 
To join EPIC, a senior must be a New 
York State resident at least 65 years old, 
have an annual income below $75,000 if 
single ($100,000 if married), be enrolled 
or eligible to be enrolled in a Medicare 
Part D plan (no exceptions) and not be 
receiving full Medicaid benefits. Learn 
more by calling 800-332-3742 or visiting 

http://www.health.ny.gov/health_care/
epic/.

Richard Howie, MBA, CSA, is owner 
of Elder Care Advisors of New York, a 
company offering elder care consultations 
and services. He can be reached at 914-514-
5100 or visit www.ElderCareAdvisorsNY.
com. 

This article was written in conjunction 
with the Society of Certified Senior 
Advisors. 

Crossword Answers

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com

continued from page 8

Finding the Rx for Saving Money on 
Prescription Medications
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ADOPTION
Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring li-
censed adoption agency provides � -
nancial and emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved families. Call 
Joy toll free 1-866-922-3678 or con� -
dential email:Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
� roughAdoption.org

Warmhearted couple wishes to give un-
conditional love to an infant. Get to know 
us at RichandRenee@hotmail.com or 315-
200-3559.

A childless young married couple (she-
30/he-37) seeks to adopt. Will be hands-
on mom/devoted dad. Financial security. 
Expenses paid. Call/text. Mary & Adam. 
1-800-790-5260.

AUTOÊDONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
bene� ting Make-A-Wish. We o� er free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
bene� ting Make-A-Wish.  We o� er free 

towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

CAREERÊOPPORTUNITIES
WELDING CAREERS- Hands on train-
ing for career opportunities in aviation, 
automotive, manufacturing and more. 
Financial aid for quali� ed students. Job 
placement assistance. CALL AIM 855-
325-0399

CAREERÊTRAINING
WELDING CAREERS- Hands on train-
ing for career opportunities in aviation, 
automotive, manufacturing and more. 
Financial aid for quali� ed students. Job 
placement assistance. CALL AIM 855-
325-0399

FARMING
NEW YORK HUNTING LAND WANT-
ED! Earn thousands on your land by leas-
ing the hunting rights. Free evaluation & 
info packet. Liability coverage included. 
Bringing landowners & hunters together 
since 1999. Email: info@basecampleasing.
com Call: 866-309-1507 BaseCampLeas-
ing.com

HELPÊWANTED
HAIRSTYLIST/BARBER WANTED 
Experienced, with a following preferred. 
Katonah 914 232 5201 

SEMI-RETIRING PLEASANTVILLE 
ATTORNEY needs part time secretary.  
Work at home position.  Call Howard 
(914) 646-6643.

THERE IS A CURRENTLY A FULL 
TIME POSITION FOR AN ASSIS-
TANT SUPERINTENDENT at an apart-
ment senior housing complex in Pawl-
ing, NY. Candidates must have thorough 
knowledge and skills in plumbing, elec-
trical, carpentry, maintenance and other 
duties related to the upkeep of the facil-
ity. Candidate must also possess excellent 
customer service skills. � ree to � ve years 
in handyman capacity required. Resumes 
can be sent to eterrigno@tlcn.org

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for quali� ed 
students  Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

HOMEÊIMPROVEMENT
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not
applicable in Queens county"

INÊHOMEÊPETÊSITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 9 
Hobby St., Pleasantville.

LANDÊFORÊSALE
ABANDONED FARM ABSOLUTE 
LAND SELL OFF! 4 acres- Views- 
$17,900 6 acres- Stream- $24,900 Just west 
of Cooperstown! State Land, ponds, apple 
trees & woods! Buy before 1/31 and WE 
PAY CLOSING COSTS! EZ terms! 888-
905-8847 NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LOTSÊ&ÊACREAGE
BANK REPOED! 10 acres- $19,900! 
Awesome Mtn views, hardwoods, private 
bldg site, long rd frontage, utils! No liens 
or back taxes! Terms avail! Call 888-479-
3394 NOW!

MISCELLANEOUS
LOVE TO DECORATE? Want to be your 
own boss and control your schedule and 
income? Turn your passion into a busi-
ness. Call 914-761-6150 

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

MUSICALÊMERCHANDISE
TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD GUITARS!
1920's thru 1980's. Gibson, Martin, Fend-
er, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D'Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins/Ban-
jos. 1-800-401-0440

VACATIONÊRENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of a� ordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics,† 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NJ: 1-800-488-4175

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classifi ed Ad 
CallÊ914-864-0878Ê

or e-mail classifi eds@
theexaminernews.com

Classifi ed Ad Deadline
ÊisÊThursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
weekʼs publication
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49
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Mahopac’s Joe Frezza works a 4-3 decision over Carmel’s Ahken Chu last Thursday, but Carmel High won four of  the last five matches of  the day to end nine years of  frustration at the hands of  their neighboring 
rivals from Mahopac when the visiting Rams took down the Indians, 38-29.

BILL KENNEDY PHOTO

Head Ahken Remedy!

Carmel Ends 9-Year Losing Streak to Mahopac
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Just as we suspected they would, the 
battle for league titles are coming down 
to the wire this week. With just one week 
of the regular season left to play, the title 
contenders have little to no wiggle room 
left if they want to fly a league flag at the 
end of the coming week.

The big dipper on the docket this week 
is right here in Putnam County where 
visiting Class C state-ranked (No.13) 
HALDANE will attempt to go through 
Class B host PUTNAM VALLEY for the 
League I-C title this Friday night in the 
place my momma and dada call home. If 
Coach Joe Virgadamo’s Blue Devils (10-5) 
win, they snag the league flag outright, but 
if Coach Mike McDonnell’s Tigers (11-4) 
can avenge their 58-56 loss last Sunday 
(Jan. 25th), the Tigers and Blue Devils will 
share the league title.

On the slide, PV hotshot Ryan Basso 
should be within range of becoming the 
first 1,000-point scorer in boys’ school 
history, putting himself up there in rarified 

air with all-time girls’ leading scorer 
Kristi Dini, the only 1,000-point scorer 
in PV history, boy or girl. After dropping 
a school record 50 points and 10 assists 
on host Pawling in a 96-45 drubbing last 
Saturday, Basso found himself 83 points 
shy of 1,000 with regular-season games 
against Briarcliff (today), North Salem 
and Haldane left, and at least one playoff 
game remaining, in an effort to hit the 
milestone in just three seasons.

Basso will go down in PV history as 

its most prolific scorer, surpassing the 
scoring accomplishments of former greats 
like Zach Coleman, Jelani Bell-Isaac and 
Nicky Ivezic, who held the school record 
with 36 points in a game. All that remains 
for Basso is an unprecedented third-
straight trip to the Westchester County 
Center and the Section 1 Class B Final 
4, something he and fellow senior Zack 
Nolan would be the first to do.

Friday night at 7:00 p.m. PV vs. 
Haldane: Be there of be square.

CROTON-HARMON did its part to 
provide awareness to the Barry Fixler 
Foundation and Hoops for Warriors 
in its inaugural Hoops for Heroes 
Night. Peekskill beat Croton 55-51 with 
improving Peekskill playing a big second 

quarter while building a 32-19 lead. 
Croton rallied in the spirit of the night and 
down 53-51, Teejay Searight’s left corner 
jumper came up a bit short.  Peekskill’s 
young and sassy CJ Redd then hit two free 
throws to ice the game for Peekskill, the 
last of his game-high 21 points. Searight 
finished 16 points and seven assists for the 
Tigers, who are now 10-5 overall and can 
clinch no worse than a tie for the League 
III-B title, with wins over Valhalla and 
Westlake, assuming Briarcliff wins the rest 
of their league games also.

SOMERS was close to locking down the 
League I-D title before falling 52-48 at Fox 
Lane on Friday, but the Tuskers are still 
on the verge of clinching a share should 
they win out against Brewster, John Jay 

and Greeley this week. If Somers wins out 
and Yorktown can knock off Fox Lane, the 
Tuskers would take the crown outright, 
but the Foxes (7-2 in league) aren’t going 
away easy and would salvage a share of the 
I-D flag with a win over the Huskers.

The League I-B title shows three 
teams in serious contention, including 
LAKELAND (5-2), PANAS (5-2) and 
HEN HUD (4-2). The good news is they 
play each other this week and the spoils 
could be determined on the court this 
Friday when Lakeland hosts Hen Hud 
and Panas hosts Lakeland Wednesday. 
Peekskill can play spoiler and become 
Lakeland’s best friend by taking out Panas 
and Hen Hud this week.

Here’s a glimpse at bracketology-
inspired poll that means nada.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (13-2, 5-2), ranked No.17 
in NYS, beat a good Harrison club 41-38 
despite scoring just three fourth-quarter 
points. Somers G Anthony Maestri scored 
nine of his team-high 14 pts in the third 
to earn MVP honors at the Coaches vs. 
Cancer event in Brewster. Senior Matt 
Maloney added 12. The good news is this 
club’s defensive intensity rarely, if ever, 
wavers, and when they finally put their 
best foot forward they will be a tough out 
for anyone in the tournament with their 
current No.2 seed.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes’ 
Class A Huskers (10-5, 4-3) made very 
short work of John Jay CR in a 62-45 
stomping of the Indians. Senior stud 
Mason Dyslin dropped 15 points, grabbed 
eight rebounds and swatted three blocks 
for Yorktown. Teammate Nick DeGennaro 

League Titles Up for Grabs This Week in I-B, I-C, I-D
Haldane vs. PV to Decide League Champ; Somers Still Atop I-D

RICK KUPERBERG/RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Boys Hoops Notebook

Fox Lane’s Alex Olsen tries to split the defense of  Somers’ Ryan Grossman and Anthony Maestri in 
Foxes win over Tuskers last Thursday.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 
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Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.

Somers’ Ryan Grossman pushes ball in loss to 
Fox Lane last Thursday.

Somers G Matt Maloney enters lane with Fox 
Owen Azrak in hot pursuit last Thursday in Fox 
win over Tuskers.
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had 14 points, five rebounds and four 
steals for a Yorktown team that nobody 
wants any piece of in the tournament as a 
potential 10-seed right now.

No.3 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (11-3, 4-0) are ranked No.13 
in NYS, saw 6-5 center Edmund Fitzgerald 
post a monster double-double with career-
high 23 points and 15 rebounds in 55-41 
win over Spackekill. Getting this funky 
premonition that the Blue Devils might 
be sharing this league title with P.V. before 
becoming a No.2 seed in Class C, a smidge 
behind state-ranked (No.4) Hamilton.

No.4 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (10-5, 3-1) 
are one of seven Class B teams that 
are all bunched up on a second tier 
behind defending Section 1 champion 
Woodlands, and a win over Haldane 
would give the Tigers a share of a third-
straight league title, which is pretty 
awesome when you consider where they 
came from. Tigers are currently a 6-7 seed 
on the bracket.

No.5 PANAS – Coach Sully’s reigning 
Section 1 Class A champion Panthers (8-
7, 5-2) had a second half to remember 
against rival Lakeland in a 40-38 win 

over the Hornets, which was 
iced when Brandon Collins 
drained a game-winning trey. 
It was the first, last and only 
lead Panas had all night after 
trailing 26-15 at the half. 
The split with Hen Hud is an 
indication of just how balanced 
this league is; balanced, yes, 
but not very strong as all but 
Hen Hud should have to play 
an outbracket game to get 
into the field of 16. Still, Panas 
(current No.19 seed) is in the 
thick of the league chase with 
Peekskill (No.24), Lakeland 
(No.14) and Beacon in the 
Panthers’ path.

No.5A CROTON – Coach 
Thom’s Class B Tigers (10-
5, 5-1) are right there with 
Putnam Valley in that cluster 
of Class B teams chasing 
Woodlands; would love to 
see them draw one another in 
the post season with Croton 
currently hold a 4-seed.

No.5B HEN HUD – Coach 
Hirsch’s Class A Sailors (10-
3, 4-2) split with Panas, but 
we’re going to give Panas the 

nod over the Sailors, 
a potential 7-seed in 
the tourney, based on 
strength of schedule.

HM MAHOPAC – 
Coach Harter Class AA 
Indians (6-8, 2-3) are 
just about to become 
that team that nobody 
wants to see in the 
tourney as a potential 
No.13 seed after defeating 
host Brewster, 53-48 in 
OT, in the Coaches vs. 
Cancer event. Junior 
G Christian Donahoe 
dropped a career-best 
26, Chris Esernio added 
17 and Dan Foley (9 
points, 12 boards) just 
missed a double-double. 
If the current seeds hold 
out we’d be blessed with 
another Mahopac vs. Fox 
Lane playoff game, whew! 
I still see enormous 
potential here.

HM LAKELAND – 
Coach Weltman’s Class 
A Hornets (8-7, 5-2) had 
bunched together three 
W’s and had us thinking 
seriously about a Top 
5 spot until they spit 
the bit and scored just 
12 second-half points in a 40-38 loss to 
Panas at the Gig games. Seriously, with all 
their athleticism, how does that happen? 

Mike Morelli had 28 points in an earlier 
win over Ossining but I just don’t get these 
Hornets.

HM BREWSTER – Coach Nelly’s Class 
A Bears (6-9, 2-5) would be 
looking at a No.21 seed and 
an outbracket game to crack 
the field of 16 after losing to 
Mahopac in OT. This league 
has the Bears battle-tested 
and ready for post.

HM CARMEL –Coach 
Venditto’s Class AA Rams 
(4-11, 2-5) gave both Class 
AA powers Arlington and 
Saunders fits this week in a 
pair of losses. Ram C Josh 
Alexander dropped 20 on 
Saunders and continues to 
improve day to day for the 
Rams, who are staring down 
a potential No.14 seed in 
tourney, which might grant 
them a rematch with the 
same No.3 Saunders club 
they just gave hell.

HM PEEKSKILL – 
Coach Turner’s Class A 
Red Devils (5-10, 3-4) saw 
CJ Redd and Co. work an 
impressive win over Croton 
while essentially becoming 
the potential No.24-seed 
nobody wants to see in 
the first round of the 
tournament after winning 
four of last six.

Boys Hoops Notebook

Panas hero Brandon Collins gives chase to Lakeland’s Mike Morelli in Panthers’ 40-38 win over Hornets.

Putnam Valley senior G Ryan Basso is closing in on becoming the 
first boy in school history to score 1,000 points this week.

Lakeland’s Nick Fazio is defended by Panas’ Jeremy Keefe in the 
Panthers’ 40-38 win over the Hornets Saturday night.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.

Fox Lane G Owen Azrak meets Somers F Tommy Gargiulo up close 
and personal in Foxes’ win over Tuskers last Thursday.
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By Tony Pinciaro
A trip to the Section 1 Class AA 

Girls’ Basketball Championship game 
culminated Mahopac’s 2013-14 season.

Despite the final outcome, an Ossining 
victory and repeat as champions, Mahopac 
completed one of the most successful 
seasons in program history. Once the 
season concluded, it signaled the end of 
senior Mairead Hynes’ outstanding career. 
Even though Hynes graduated, and is now 
playing at Connecticut College, Mahopac 
was primed to return in 2014-15 and 
resume where the previous team left off.

Mahopac has done just that, led by 
senior Alayne Felix and a balanced, 
versatile team. Mahopac is 10-5 on the 
season, with three of its five losses coming 
in December.

“Making it that far last year was 
ridiculously exciting,” said Felix, a four-
year varsity player and the team leader in 
scoring. “We had no expectations of that 
last year because the previous year we 
didn’t do well and we had new coaches.”

Once the magical season finished, 
Felix said she and her teammates began 
envisioning the 2014-15 season. When 
they convened for day one of practice in 
November, Mahopac had to acclimate 
itself to playing without Hynes.

“Losing such a key player like Mairead 
was devastating, at first, because we felt 
we needed someone to fill her shoes,” 
Felix said.

Mahopac quickly realized that it could 
not be consumed with trying to fill Hynes’ 
shoes. Instead, Felix said the team focused 
on the game and how much they enjoyed 
playing.

“Our coaches are very enthusiastic and 
they love the game and we’re the same 

way,” Felix said. “The coaches pump us up 
to the point that we were all excited about 
being together and playing together.”

Felix, who will attend Maine Maritime 
Academy and play basketball next year, 
has raised her game to another level. Felix 
leads the team in scoring, but Mahopac is 
not reliant solely on her.

Felix pointed to classmate Caroline 
Horan and junior Carly Pease as two 
key components to Mahopac’s success. 
Felix said that junior Tara Ravoli and 
the sophomore trio of Amanda Geyer, 
Amanda McCarney and Kim Schiera are 
all major contributors.

“Our chemistry has gotten better each 
time we are on the court and so has our 
confidence,” Felix said.

Following the three losses – to Fox Lane, 
Our Lady of Lourdes and Peekskill – in 
December, Felix said the team collectively 
played well.

“We were in every game and they were 
all close, but we felt that we didn’t execute 
like we felt we should have late in the 
game,” Felix said. “Even though we lost, 
we realized we were a good team and we 
could play with any team.”

Mahopac returned from Christmas 
break and went into grueling league play 
with Route 6 rival, Carmel, Our Lady 
of Lourdes, John Jay-East Fishkill, R.C. 
Ketcham and Arlington, where every 
game is difficult.

In preparation for this, Felix said 
practices became more intense and the 

team focused on the little 
things that it felt it did not 
do in three December losses.

Mahopac has responded 
with four wins in six league 
games, to date, including 
a home triumph over 
Arlington.

“That was such a good 
game against a very good 
team” Felix said. “We were 
home and we were all amped 
up for it.”

Mahopac still has a difficult 
road ahead as it closes out its 
league schedule. Once the 
regular season concludes, 
Mahopac will begin its 
quest for another trip to the 
Westchester County Center 
and the Class AA title game.

“We feel that we are a 
good team and we have the 
capability of getting there 
again,” Felix said.

OSSINING came off 
midterms and defeated 
Lakeland, 88-39, last Friday, 
thus clinching the League 
I-B title, just the start of 
big doings for the two-time 
reigning NYS Class AA 

champions. However, Ossining coach 
Dan Ricci was more delighted that senior 
point guard Stefanie Svoboda was named 
the Con Ed Scholar Athlete. Earlier this 
winter season Jalay Knowles received the 
award.

“It’s great to see your kids recognized 
with the Con Ed award for I feel it’s one of 
the most prestigious awards out there for 

student-athletes,” Ricci said. “To have two 
on one team, the same season, is awesome! 
This is an amazing, once in a lifetime 
group, so anything they accomplish does 
not surprise me.

“Stefanie is a national honor society 
student and a two-sport stand-out athlete 
who is well-deserving of this award. She is 
a pleasure to coach.”

Svoboda is the ultimate point guard 
because she is always thinking pass first, 
but Ricci said that’s not the only dangerous 
aspect of her game.

“Stefanie gets the ball to the right person 
at the right time, but she scores when she 
needs to,” Ricci said.

Svoboda finished with seven points, 11 
assists and five steals against Lakeland. 
Shadeen Samuels led Ossining with a 
game-best 28 points, Jalay Knowles added 
14 points and six rebounds and Madison 
Strippoli chipped in nine points, four 
rebounds, three assists and three steals for 
the state-ranked No.1 Pride.

CARMEL’s schedule maker was not 
kind as the Rams played a home-and-
home with Arlington, on consecutive 
days. The Admirals swept the Rams, 54-39 
and 64-45. Kelly Oliver led the Rams with 
10 points and eight rebounds in game 
one, while Maddie Riddle netted a team-
high 12 points in the second game.

Carmel then played R.C. Ketcham and 
yes, a third game in three days. Carmel 
rebounded from the Arlington games to 
crush Ketcham, 63-44 behind a game-
high 19 points by Oliver and Riddle.

“We had a number of players 
contributing on the offensive end,” Carmel 
coach Dan O’Hare said. “Hopefully, we 
can continue this trend for it was our best 
offensive output of the season.”

Murphy contributed 11 points and 
Hana Riddle added nine points.

Girls Hoops Notebook
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Felix, Mahopac Hoping for Return to Promised Land

Mahopac’s Alayne Felix has been a backbone for the Indians this 
season.

Lakeland’s Ellie Dinneen-Carey (L) is hunted by 
Ossining’s All-NYS F Jalay Knowles in Pride’s win 
over Hornets.

Lakeland’s Kelsey McCrudden takes a run at 
Ossining’s Gabby Ferrao in the Pride’s rout of  
the Hornets last Friday.

Mahopac’s Caroline Horan attacks rack in 
Friday’s loss to visiting Lourdes.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.
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Saddle up Mahopac; Dog & Pony Show Coming to Town, Again
Suspended Mahopac Hoops Player Hires Noted Civil Rights Attorney

Well, I hope I’m not 
blowing this out of 
proportion, but it is 
my job to report the 
local sports and inject 
some opinion in this 
here section of the 
Examiner, so don’t go 
killing the messenger 
when Mahopac, and 
now neighboring 
Carmel, is front and 
center on the pages of 
local tabloids again, 

with this whole racial deal about to blow, 
again, my friends. 

Mahopac Central School District 
Superintendent Dr. Brian Monahan 
suspended a Mahopac basketball player 
back on January 26th for unsportsmanlike 
violations unbecoming of a student 
athlete, most notably an elbow the player 
tossed in the direction of a rival Carmel 
player back on January 7th. The white 
senior player, originally accused of having 
levied a racial slur in the same game at the 
black Carmel freshman, was suspended 
from all athletic activities by the Mahopac 
administration for the remainder of the 
school year; three weeks and five games 
after the alleged incident took place. This, 
despite the fact that neither district put 
forth any concrete proof of any racial 
incident, other than the “he said, he said” 
stuff that came out of Carmel’s camp.

According to the father of the suspended 
player, Mahopac school administrators 
have linked the alleged racial slur with the 
elbowing incident that involved the same 

two players, which went undetected by 
game officials in the game but was later 
reviewed and spotted on film. The parents 
of the alleged wrongdoer have now 
retained prominent Civil Rights Attorney 
Michael Sussman to fight the fight to have 
their son immediately reinstated, but 
more importantly have 
his name cleared.

“We’re ready to take 
this to the national 
media,” the father of the 
suspended player stated 
Sunday. “My kid is being 
thrown under the bus. 
Nobody in the school 
administration has his 
back despite nothing racial ever being said 
or proven.”

The parents of the player believe the 
Mahopac School District is caving in 
under the pressure of the racial tweets 
that went down last March after an ugly 
incident with Mahopac and Mount 
Vernon fans at the Westchester County 
Center. As many as eight white Mahopac 
students were suspended for tweeting 
anti-black slurs that were “retweeted” 
and “favorited” by scores of students after 
a hard-fought loss to Mount Vernon, 
whose adult fan base taunted the raucous 
Mahopac Maniacs, the student fan base 
as vocal as any in New York at the time. 
You’ll recall Twitter going berserk and 
former Mahopac Coach Kevin Downes – 
an African American – resigning over the 
outrage in his broken heart.

Monahan said last Monday that 
the player is suspended due to 

unsportsmanlike behavior he exhibited 
during the game but that the district’s 
investigation could not prove that any 
racist language was used.

“The investigation has concluded 
and we did not determine that any 
racial language was used that we could 

document,” Monahan said. 
“That doesn’t mean it didn’t 
take place. We identified 
several instances of 
unsportsmanlike behavior 
by looking at the tape of the 
game as well as from several 
interviews conducted with 
people from both Mahopac 
and Carmel.”

The parents of the suspended player 
said the district yielded to outside 
political influences and wondered now 
if every game would be reviewed for 
unsportsmanlike behavior or just this one.

“No racial comments, so this is nothing 
more than appeasement due to political 
pressure,” said the father of the suspended 
player.

Enter Sussman, who began handling 
suits for the NAACP back in 1981. In 
2006, Sussman handled and won the 
case for reinstatement of a Warwick 
High School football player when U.S. 
District Court Judge Stephen Robinson 
found fault with the way that the Warwick 
School District handled John Sala’s appeal 
of his suspension from the football team.

He was suspended after police found 
him and two teammates with beer and 
a small amount of marijuana during a 
house party. He got into an argument with 

the athletic director and was then booted 
from the team but later reinstated after 
Sussman’s defense.

Sussman continued to raise his profile 
as an activist while reeling off a string of 
victories in cases involving local school 
districts that suspended students in 
violation of their Constitutional rights to 
due process.

Saddle up, Mahopac: The Dog and 
Pony Show is about to commence, unless 
the district can come to some sort of 
compromise: Perhaps reinstating the 
student for spring sports would be a good 
starting point. That might send everyone 
home happy, including the news vans that 
might soon invade otherwise. But what do 
I know?

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 
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Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports 
Editor

L/P Running Rebels Race to First Ever West. County Title
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

If you didn’t know Lakeland/Panas 
track and field Coach Ryan Johnson 
was on to something special before the 
weekend, you had to know when it was 
over as his ever-improving Running 
Rebels tied perennial powerhouse New 
Rochelle for the overall boys’ Westchester 
County title, the first such championship 
in district history.

L/P scored a total of 53 points and 
almost every athlete on the team had their 
best meet of the season.  “It was truly a 
team effort from top to bottom,” said 
Johnson, who has built this program from 
the ground up. 

In the 55-meter dash JT Aggrey had 
an outstanding performance of 6.89 
seconds, which was good for sixth place.  
He also ran to a sixth-place finish in the 
300 meter run with a time of 37.54.  Ian 
Tumulty had a breakout day, coming into 
the hurdles unranked among the top 10.  

He ran a huge personal best running to a 
third-place finish in 8.50 seconds, over a 
half second faster than he ran at the league 
championships two weeks earlier.

In one of the most exciting races of the 
day, Veeral Shah and Cullen Malzo placed 
second and third in the 600 meter run.  
Shah was edged out by a few 1000ths of 

a second but still ran a time 
of 1:21.78, which is a school 
record and the eighth fastest 
time in Westchester County 
history.  Cullen battled out of a 
bad box-in to run 1:23.62.  

Cameron Thompson didn't 
have his best day in the shot 
put fouling three times and 
not recording a distance in the 
event but came back strong in 
the weight throw and won by 
five feet with a throw of 60-
3.  Currently ranked fourth in 
the state, Thompson will also 
be competing in the Millrose 
Games in two weeks. Alex May 

had a big day placing sixth in the weight 
throw with a throw personal best throw of 
38-3.  

“That point proved to be a big one as 
it was our final and 53rd point,” Johnson 
said. “The boys really stepped up in 
the relays!  Most of our top runners ran 

three events and two relays, which takes 
incredible mental and physical toughness.”

The 4x200 meter relay team of JT 
Aggrey, Dylan Black, Joey Castelli and 
Jason Bingay placed fifth with a time 
of 1:36.24.  The 4x800 team of Stephen 
Romer, Ryan Cox, Cullen Malzo and 
Veeral Shah ran to a second-place finish 
with a time of 8:17.12.  The 4x400 meter 
relay team of Ryan Cox, Jason Bingay, 
Cullen Malzo and Veeral Shah gave a 
monster effort, running to a first-place 
finish with a time of 3:31.14.  

Sectionals, States and Nationals are up 
next.

“We probably can't beat North Rockland 
next week at sectionals, so we are gearing 
our races to set us up training-wise for 
States and Nationals,” Johnson said. “We 
are still hoping for a top three finish at 
sectionals, but the focus now is to get the 
boys ready to kick butt on the State and 
National level.”

Mahopac and Carmel captains meet with officials 
before their ballyhooed game on January 23rd, 
which went off  without a hint of  bad blood or 
unsportsmanlike behavior. 
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Members of  the Lakeland-Panas Running Rebels pose with 
plaque after winning first ever indoor county title.
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Mahopac’s Allison Reilly is met by resistance from Our Lady of  Lourdes defenders last Friday in the Indians’ 57-44 loss to the state-ranked Warriors, who remained unbeaten 
atop League I-A... see Girls Hoops Notebook

All “Reiled” Up!

Mahopac Falls 
to Lourdes


