
By David Propper
At first glimpse, it appeared former 

Department of Health Commissioner 
Dr. Allen Beals was going to transition 
to a medical consultant job in the same 
department he’s led for almost four 
years. Instead, Beals has been placed on 
administrative leave, leading to Beals 
and the county executive’s office butting 
heads and letting accusations fly.

County Executive MaryEllen Odell 
replaced Beals with Dr. Michael 
Nesheiwat last Tuesday and placed him 
on paid leave, which will likely end his 
tenure as health chief after he assumed 
the position in May 2012. The previous 
Friday, a press release was sent out by 
Beals stating he was going to become the 
department’s medical consultant, but it 
turns out that was never authorized by 
county leadership on the third floor of 
the county office building.

Deputy County Executive Bruce 
Walker and Personnel Director Paul 
Eldridge went to Beals’ health department 
office in Brewster to give him the news, 
along with two plain clothed sheriff 
deputies. Shortly after they arrived, Beals 
actually had to go to the hospital by 
ambulance, claiming the presence of two 
law enforcement officers unnerved him.  

Now that he’s feeling better, Beals is on 
the offensive, going blow-to-blow with 
the county administration. 

In an interview, Beals said he wanted 
to step down as commissioner because 
he didn’t want to be “associated” with the 
administration anymore and there was 

an agreement in place that he would take 
over as a medical consultant. 

“I didn’t want to be the commissioner 
any longer because of certain activities 
of the executive branch that I wasn’t 
comfortable with,” Beals said.

Beals, a Putnam Valley resident, 
asserted he and Odell came to an 
agreement that he would become a 
medical consultant and Odell would 

By David Propper
As Putnam County begins its 

transition to a new era in the Department 
of Health, a familiar and respected figure 
in the medical community is taking the 
reins as acting health commissioner. 

Dr. Michael Nesheiwat of Carmel 
was confirmed as acting health chief 
by legislators last Tuesday after County 
Executive MaryEllen Odell selected 
him in the wake of former health 
commissioner Dr. Allen Beals being 
placed on administrative leave. 

“I am honored to be appointed Acting 
Health Commissioner of the greatest 
county in New York, Putnam County,” 
Dr. Nesheiwat in a press release. “I 
will work closely with our County 
Executive’s office, and the outstanding 
Health Department staff to ensure that 
our citizens’ health, wellness and safety 
needs are served well.”

Odell called Nesheiwat an “absolutely 
perfect fit.”

“The fact that he’s lived in Putnam 
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Holiday spirit was all around Putnam County throughout December with countless Christmas fun happening from Garrison to Patterson. 
A couple of  festivities included: 
Members of  the Carmel Teachers Association and representatives of  the Carmel-Kent Chamber of  Commerce held their annual Children’s 
Holiday Party at the Kent Primary School (event pictured left) on Saturday, December 5th. Teachers from Carmel High School, George 
Fischer Middle School, Kent Elementary School and Kent Primary School set up holiday crafts for the more than 100 children who 
attended the event. Chamber President Henry Boyd emceed the afternoon event, which included a visit from Santa Claus and children’s 
gifts and refreshments for all, complements of  various Chamber members. Also, in Mahopac, a more slender Santa took some time off  
before the big day to run around town, sending season greetings to residents and business owners, including heading to the Mahopac 
Animal Hospital (pictured right)

Merry Christmas Putnam County

Beals Put on Leave from Health 
Department as Accusations Fly 

Familiar Figure Named Interim 
County Health Commish 
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DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
In friendlier times, former health commissioner 
Allen Beals gave County Executive MaryEllen Odell 
a flu shot. Now, he’s on administrative leave.

PROVIDED PHOTO
Dr. Michael Nesheiwat
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the commissioner 

any longer because 
of certain activities 

of the executive 
branch that I wasn’t 
comfortable with.’ – 

Dr. Allen Beals
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By Martin Wilbur
In the age of shrinking public resources, 

reaction to municipal workers receiving 
retirement benefits are now viewed by 
many as a luxury that the government 
should no longer have to shoulder.

On Dec. 3, the Westchester/Putnam 
chapter of the Retired Public Employees 
Association (RPEA) held its annual 
holiday luncheon at the Holiday Inn in 
Mount Kisco. While they celebrated the 
approaching holidays and many caught 
up with former longtime colleagues, their 
sentiment was clear to elected officials: 
keep your hands off members’ benefits.

RPEA President John McPadden, who 
joined state Sen. Terrence Murphy as a 
guest speaker at the luncheon, said in 
the past decade there has been growing 
resentment against public employees for 
what are perceived to be lavish benefits. 
Attempts have been made statewide by 
local governments to roll back guaranteed 
benefits, most notably increasing or 
imposing contributions for retirees’ health 
insurance, because of municipalities’ 
financial pressures.

McPadden said it is a fight that the 
RPEA will continue to wage to protect its 
members by working to prevent that from 
happening.

“It is unfair to take someone who has 
been retired and hit them with an increase 
in their premium costs,” McPadden said. 

“If you want to increase premium costs do 
so, but don’t apply it retroactively. If you 
do it for active employees, then people 
can make financial decisions.”

Most of the policymakers who have 
been proposing those changes have little 
understanding of the public employees’ 
plight, he said. For many public workers, 
particularly those who have been 
retired for a long time, they have never 
contributed and are now being asked to 
pay 6 percent in many instances. In all 
likelihood, many public employees took 
lower pay in exchange for those better 
benefits.

“They’re retired 20 years, their 
pension has not kept up with the rate of 

inflation even with COLA (cost of living 
adjustments),” McPadden said. “They’re 
pretty much in an untenable situation.”

Murphy related the story of how his 
mother has been able to remain close 
to her children and grandchildren in 
Westchester only because of the pension 
that his late father, a longtime Con Edison 
employee, had earned. 

The senator noted that the best way to 
improve the fiscal climate in the state so 
governments can continue to take care of 
its constituents, is to attract new business 
with less regulation and fewer taxes.

“Open up the doors of New York and 
make it a more affordable and open 
it open to commercial development,” 
Murphy said.

Local Retired Public Employees Vow to Protect Benefits

MARTIN WIlBuR PHOTO
State Sen. Terrence Murphy spoke to the Westchester/Putnam chapter of  the Retire Public Employees 
Association (RPEA) at its holiday luncheon on Dec. 3.

‘Open up the doors 
of New York and 
make it a more 

affordable and open 
it open to commercial 

development.’ 
- NYS State Senator 

Terrence Murphy
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By David Propper
While his fiancée remains in the 

hospital after a near fatal accident, 
Henry Zetwick is doing everything he 
can to keep his family together. And he’s 
asking residents in Putnam County and 
the surrounding region for help. 

On the Tuesday before Thanksgiving, 
Marie Dunn was struck by a car while 
walking in the parking lot of ShopRite, 
where she is an employee for the 
supermarket. Pinned underneath the 
vehicle, she was eventually brought to 
Westchester Medical Center, though the 
gory scene left her in a coma.

Currently, Dunn is out of ICU and 
breathing with the help of a oxygen mask, 
but is still coming out of a coma and 

depending on a feeding tube, Zetwick 
said. Even as she gets better, the road to 
recovery is expected to be grueling. To 
perform basic motor skills, it would take 
up to a year of physical therapy. 

Until then, Zetwick, Dunn’s two 
children, and Dunn’s mother have been 
visiting her consistently and handling 
everyday tasks. 

Zetwick started a fundraising page for 
those interested in assisting Dunn and 
her family during this inexplicable time. 
The money donated would go to paying 
bills and other needed household items 
while she isn’t working. 

Right now, the GoFundMe page 
has earned close to $2,000. The goal is 
to raise around $30,000, which is the 
amount Dunn would be bringing in if 
she were working, he said. 

“We’ve just been running around, 
trying to keep the house together,” 
Zetwick said. 

Zetwick and Dunn met back in 2009, 
after initially making contact online. The 
two met at Grand Central Station and 
have been together since then. They now 
live together in Stormville. 

Zetwick described Dunn as a “very 
sweet women” who would give a stranger 
the shirt off her back. Everyone at 
ShopRite also loved her, Zetwick said, 
and certain customers, especially older 
ones, would make sure she helped them. 

There was a joint fundraiser held last 
Saturday by ShopRite and the Carmel 
Volunteer Fire Department. If Dunn 
knew this effort was going on to help her, 
she would make sure Zetwick donated 
some of the money if the family didn’t 
need it all. 

Zetwick also appreciates every bit of 
help.

“How she did half the stuff, I do not 
know,” he said. “Because me just trying 
to do half the stuff is killing me.”

Zetwick said Dunn is about paying it 

forward and knows once she gets better, 
Dunn will almost certainly want to help 
other patients that have suffered from 
head traumas.

But right now, the couple is going 
through its most difficult challenge. 
Zetwick described her as the “rock” of 
the family. 

“She is responsive but not wide-eyed,” 
Zetwick said. “It’s really hard looking at 
her like that.”

To donate, go to gofundme.com and 
search Marie Dunn.

Fundraising Started for ShopRite Worker Injured in Accident 

Henry Zetwick is raising money to help his fiancée Marie Dunn who is on a long road to recovery after 
suffering multiple injuries from being hit by a car.
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By David Propper
A ban on microbeads before the 

Putnam County Legislature was stopped 
cold in its tracks last week, an action 
that would have made Putnam one of 
the first counties in New York to take the 
environmental stand.  

The legislation would stop the sale of 
products containing microbeads, a law 
that would have been in effect six months 
from the final approval. Microbeads are 
minuscule plastics found in numerous 
soaps and facial cleansers. Those plastic 
microspheres drain down sinks and pass 
through wastewater treatment facilities 
that absorb contamination prior to 
settling in bodies of water. 

Health Committee Chairwoman and 
Legislator Barbara Scuccimarra said the 
legislation would’ve sent a message to New 
York State lawmakers about squashing 
products with microbeads statewide. 
The environmental concerns warranted 
action from the county, she said. 

“It’s very important to show what 
counties are thinking on these 
microbeads,” Scuccimarra said. “This is a 
worldwide problem.”

But most legislators weren’t in 
agreement, with Legislator Bill Gouldman 
leading the fight to stop the ban, setting 
up a wildly entertaining back-and-forth 
between Gouldman and Scuccimarra. 

Gouldman, the freshman lawmaker 

who is among the quietest on the 
legislature, made his voice heard, 
admonishing the ban as “feel good 
legislation” that would adversely affect 
county businesses. He thought the fine of 
$2,500 toward a vendor was excessive and 
questioned how a business would know if 
a specific product sold has microbeads. 

In the proposed legislation, Gouldman 
noted the countywide law would only be 
in effect until a statewide bans goes into 
effect, and suggested waiting until the 
state law is enacted. Scuccimarra, who 
supported the microbeads ban, said the 
legislation has stalled at the state senate, 
making it no guarantee that action would 
be taken anytime soon. 

“To address it just in Putnam County 
doesn’t solve the problem, but it should be 
solved,” Gouldman said. 

A business could be unaware they are 

even selling a product with microbeads, 
and to slap a hefty fine on them for a 
product the sells for around $10 would 
put an “undue burden on business,” 
Gouldman said. 

Scuccimarra said after six months of 
getting the word out about the microbeads 
ban, businesses would know not to sell 
products containing them, adding “more 
and more education is out there.”

Gouldman responded, “That’s fabulous 
then, if there’s a lot of education out there, 
they’ll be a lot more education in the next 

six months, why ban it? Let the individual 
make the decision.”

Gouldman also said other neighboring 
counties haven’t banned it, but 
Scuccimarra argued the county shouldn’t 
have to wait for surrounding counties 
to take the lead and Putnam residents 
wouldn’t leave the county just to buy 
certain products.

“When you tell somebody there’s plastic 
in their toothpaste, do you think they’re 
going to say ‘oh, I want that plastic, I’m 
going to go to Connecticut and buy that 
toothpaste,’” Scuccimarra said. “That’s 
ridiculous.” 

Legislator Dini LoBue, who rarely 
agrees with Scuccimarra, also favored the 
ban.

LoBue didn’t think business would 
be reduced from banning microbeads, 
stating, “I didn’t know we were the world 
capitol of facial scrub in Putnam County,” 
and the county has a responsibility to 
keep its water treatment plants clean. 
LoBue added those microbeads might 
need be to cleared out by the county and 
if the problem isn’t handled now, it could 
result in more expensive action later. 

At this time, several other legislators 
like Ginny Nacerino, Carl Albano, Joe 
Castellano and Roger Gross, erred against 
the ban. 

“Business would be hampered and the 
fine I think is outrageous,” Gross said. 

Visit 
TheExaminerNews.com 

and click on Puzzles  
at the top of the  

homepage to play  
today's crossword!

With Gouldman Leading the Way, Microbeads Ban Batted Down

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Both legislators Barbara Scuccimarra and Dini loBue agreed on a microbeads ban.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
legislator Bill Gouldman argued against a ban on 
microbeads last week and got his way as several 
legislators agreed. 
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By David Propper
Two weeks after voters approved a 

new reserve fund meant to go toward 
future capital projects, the Putnam Valley 
Central School District unveiled where 
some of that money could go if and when 
funds are ever placed in the reserve during 
a five-year facility presentation last week.

Patrick Bellino, the district’s director 
of operations, told the Putnam Valley 
Board of Education that all buildings are 
categorized as satisfactory. To maintain 
that rating though, it’s imperative some 
projects are addressed throughout all 
three buildings. 

From the report, the elementary school, 
originally constructed in 1935 with 
additions throughout the decades, needs 
water distribution improvements, the 
HVAC and windows should be replaced, 
and the auditorium is in need of a full 
renovation. 

Bellino said the middle school also 
needs a new HVAC system and electrical 
distribution and plumbing are well 
beyond useful life. Lockers in the school 
are worn out and too narrow and the 
library should get a complete makeover, 
according to the report. 

“The library space as we’re already 
working on it to turn it into an active 
learning center,” Bellino said. “It doesn’t 
work well as it is.”

And in the high school, the HVAC 
controls need to be upgraded and gym 
floor refinished. 

Other proposed capital project included 
a solar project where lighting would be 
replaced with LED bulbs to cut down on 
energy and costs, Bellino said. The district 
would need to agree with a company on 
an energy performance contract, which 
“soup to nuts” comes out to $12 million, 
he said. A request for proposal for a 

contract is set to go out this week with a 
deadline date for companies in April.

“I’d like to think that we can get this in at 
zero, or a very close to a small tax increase 
to the taxpayer and get everything really 
updated,” Bellino said. 

The five-year plan, Bellino said is an 
unfunded mandate from New York State 
to ensure districts maintain the safety of 
their properties. Architects and engineers 
inspect each building and documents 

related, and then create a building 
conditions survey before a final report is 
competed.  

Even though it’s called a five-year 
report, it doesn’t mean projects identified 
need to be done in five years. Only if the 
issues involve safety would the district 
need to fix it or get a variance from the 
state, Bellino said. 

School board president Jeanine Rufo 
said when the district had a vote regarding 
the reserve fund, the board worked off the 
five-year plan rather than just a wish list 
of items, calling many items “essential.” 

If some of those items are not taken 
care of soon, they would be costlier later 
on, Rufo said. 

“Some are enhancements and the board 
may feel we can’t enhance on the backs 
of the taxpayers, but many are essential,” 
Rufo said. 

PV Officials Reveal Five-Year Capital Project Plan

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
A hallway inside Putnam Valley High School, which may see some new lighting along with the rest of  the 
district facilities. 

‘Some are enhancement 
and the board may feel 
we can’t enhance on the 
back of the taxpayers, 

but many are essential.’- 
PV school board 

president Jeanine Rufo
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appoint a public health director to handle 
administrative tasks. When he sent out a 
press release stating as much last week, he 
was under the impression that everything 
was squared away. 

By the county allegedly reneging on 
the agreement, Beals said he wasn’t 
comfortable just leaving with Odell 
acting like there’s “some sort of a cloud 
about my performance.”

But that’s not what happened, 
according to Odell.

In an interview, Odell said by 
September she actually asked Beals to 
resign from his office. Beals agreed, 
but wanted to reach NYS Health Care 
Accreditation for the department that 
would occur in January, which Odell said 
she had no problem with.

It was only a few weeks ago, Odell said, 
that Beals came to her and asked to be the 
medical consultant and have someone 
else run the day-to-day operations. 
Odell said she told him she would look 
into it, but made no guarantees and it 
wasn’t solely her decision citing needed 
legislative branch approval.

When Beal sent out the press release 
without county approval, she said it left 
the county no choice but to place him on 
leave right away. 

Beals claimed from the very start of 
his tenure, he had to push away political 
persuasion from the county executive’s 
office. Beals stated, “The administration, 
I’ve always had conflict with because they 
want to politicize the health department 
and I’ve been battling.”

The breaking point came, Beals said, 
when a health department worker 
who is a union member was allegedly 
assaulted by another county employee 
prior to a public hearing regarding 
the county budget in October and the 
county executive administration didn’t 
do enough in the aftermath of the alleged 
incident. A workplace incident report 
was filed and police report with the New 
York State Police was filed, though no 
charges have been brought forward. 

Beals sent a memo to Odell demanding 
the accused employee be put on 
administrative leave as a result of the 
possible assault, but no action was taken, 
he said. Beals noted there were witnesses 
to the incident and his health employee 
had to take a couple days off because of 
the distress the incident caused. 

Another issue between the two, 
Beals said, is when the county forced 
him to take two interns into the health 

department that were associated with 
political contributors of Odell. Those 
two connected interns were paid, Beals 
said, while other interns weren’t paid and 
selected by Beals.   

Odell said she was limited to what she 
could discuss on advice of legal counsel, 
but did bat away some of Beals’ claims. 

When responding to the alleged 
incident that resulted in Beals wanting 
an employee put on leave, Odell stressed 
there is an established process in place 
whenever there is a work-place violence 
report. Taking the allegation seriously, 
the county had outside counsel conduct 
an investigation, which is near its 
conclusion, she said. 

“We’re confident all charges will be 
unfounded,” Odell said, adding the 
county is following the same protocol it 
does with any workplace allegation. 

Odell also noted it isn’t common to 
put an accused employee immediately 
on administrative leave before a full 
investigation is completed. She added 
Beals was in no position to make any 
decisions about a person’s employment 
in the county, including his own 
department.

A letter from the County Law 
Department even warned Beals of his 
correspondence to the county executive 
office about an employee’s status with the 
county and claimed it could open up the 
county up to liability. 

With regards to Beals’ claim that Odell 
attempted to politically influence his 

health department, she said she takes 
“great offense” to those charges and 
found it “completely laughable.”

Odell also refuted Beals’ assertion that 
he and the county had a tense relationship 
from the start. She appointed him to a 
full-term after a two-year probationary 
period even though the two would 
occasionally “agree to disagree,” Odell 
said, adding Beals wasn’t a “team player.”

“Since Dr. Beals took office, anytime 
he and I had a discussion and had a 
difference of opinion, he would always tell 
me he would only serve at my pleasure,” 
Odell said. “And if and when I ever found 
that we were not working compatibility 
together, that he would step down. That 
he served at my pleasure.” 

Odell said she called Beals to her office 
numerous times in recent days, but he 
didn’t show, leading to insubordination.

Beals, who is also an attorney, said he’s 
keeping his options open, including a 
lawsuit, if and when he’s fired and if the 
county does something illegal during 
that termination process. He said any 
claims of insubordination put forth by 
the county wouldn’t be true. 

“I’ve never, ever, after a 40-plus year 
professional career, there’s never even 
been a suggestion of any improper 
conduct on my part,” Beals said. “And 
also in my personal life, I’ve been married 
43 years and there’s never, ever been a 
suggestion that I’ve done something in my 
personal life or improper. It’s outrageous 
that I was treated in this manner.”

County his entire life, raised his family 
here, worked here, worked with the 
health department before, worked for 
Putnam Hospital, really makes him just 
the perfect individual to keep the ship 
heading in the interim until we find the 
next commissioner,” Odell said.

This isn’t the first time Nesheiwat has 
stepped into a leadership role for the 
health department. Back when current 
Personnel Director Paul Eldridge was 
county executive, Nesheiwat was tapped 
to serve as medical consultant during 
another transition until June 2012.

Nesheiwat has established family 
practices in Brewster and Somers and 
has been a senior attending family 
practitioner for Putnam Hospital Center 
since 1992. He serves on the PHC Board 
of Directors and served as chairman of 
its Department of Medicine for more 
than a decade. He’s also one of three 
elected coroners in the county.  

“I have known Dr. Michael Nesheiwat 

for many years and I am looking forward 
to working with him,” said Robert 
Morris, Putnam County Director of 
Environmental Health Services in a press 
release. “His reputation as a professional 
is outstanding and he is also a pillar in 
the Putnam County community. As the 
Department begins a new chapter under 
his leadership, I am confident we are in 
very capable hands.” 

Nesheiwat certainly keeps busy. 
He’s part of the Free and Accepted 
Masons, Shriners, Rotary Club, county 
correctional facility medical director 
and surgeon, Fraternal Order of Police, 
Carmel Fire Department board, and 
medical director/consultant for other 
volunteer fire departments in the county.

During his time as acting 
commissioner, he will suspend his 
membership to the county Board of 
Health. 

Odell said the personnel department 
would begin advertising for a permanent 
health commissioner.

continued from page 1

continued from page 1

‘Since Dr. Beals took 
office, anytime he and 

I had a discussion 
and had a difference 
of opinion, he would 

always tell me he 
would only serve at my 

pleasure.’ - 
County Executive 
MaryEllen Odell

Beals Put on Leave from Health Department as Accusations Fly 

Familiar Figure Named Interim 
County Health Commish
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By Neal Rentz
Members of the Brewster Village Board 

of Trustees have expressed concerns about 
a plan to have Putnam County regulate 
taxis and limousines.

At the Dec. 16 board meeting the 
trustees declined to provide a letter to the 
county stating they support the concept of 
the creation of a county taxi and limousine 
commission. The board instructed Village 
Counsel Anthony Mole to ask the county 
for more information about the concept. 

Mole said the county sent a Dec. 3 letter 
to municipalities seeking support for 
the commission idea. Village Clerk and 
Treasurer Peter Hansen noted the village 
had not received any documents about 
the proposal from the county. 

In order for the county to have a 
commission, it needs permission from 
every municipality in Putnam.

Mayor James Schoenig said he had 
concerns about the county’s idea. One 

of his concerns was 
about taxis that would 
pick up commuters 
from the local Metro-
North station. “You 
could have 200 taxis 
lined up,” he said. 
“Who’s going to 
enforce it?” 

Under village 
code, the board of 
trustees serves as taxi 
commissioners. 

The village already 
has taxi regulations 
and he did not want 
Brewster to lose 
control, Schoenig 
said. 

Trustee Erin 
Meagher said having 
the county regulate 
taxis would mean 

the village would lose licensing fees it 
currently charges taxi operators. “We 
can’t afford to lose the revenue,” she said. 

Garbage Carting Noise
Also at last week’s meeting, Schoenig 

said he would instruct Police Chief John  
Del Gardo to ticket Suburban Carting 
when its trucks picks up garbage prior to 
7 a.m. 

The waste hauler, which has the current 
contract with the village, is not permitted 
to pick up garbage prior to 7 am.

Meagher read a list of incidents when 
residents said Suburban Carting pricked 
up refuse well before 7 a.m., including 
one instance when the company picked 
up garbage at 4:40 a.m. “The village needs 
to enforce the noise ordinance” that 
prohibits garbage pickup prior to 7 a.m., 
she said. 

A message left last week for Suburban 
Carting was not returned.

By Rick Pezzullo
Governor Andrew Cuomo last 

week directed the state Public Service 
Commission to launch a full investigation 
into the operations and safety protocols 
at the Indian Point nuclear facility in 
Buchanan following the unexpected 
shutdown of Indian Point Unit 3 on 
December 14.

In his December 16 letter to PSC 
Chairwoman Audrey Zibelman, Cuomo 
pointed out there has been 13 unplanned 
shutdowns at Indian Point since June 
2012 and an additional four planned but 
unanticipated shutdowns.

“This simply is unacceptable. New 
Yorkers deserve better from Indian Point’s 
owners,” stated Cuomo, who has been a 
long proponent of Entergy not receiving 
the go-ahead from the federal Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission to operate the 
plants for another 20 years after its current 
30-year license expires this year.

“These unplanned outages are 
intolerable and stand to support our 

contention that this facility and its aging 
infrastructure is at the end of its useful life,” 
Cuomo stated. “New York State will not sit 
idly by while the NRC and Entergy drag 
out the federal relicensing proceedings. 
While these facilities continue to operate 
beyond their license date, we have an 
obligation to ensure that they are properly 
maintained and that timely investments in 
critical infrastructure are neither delayed 
nor deferred.”

In his request to Zibelman, Cuomo 
called on the PSC to specifically examine 
the capital and maintenance budgets at 
the plants and their potential impact on 
the recent outages and how the outages 
can affect the long-term continued safe 
operations of Indian Point.

Cuomo asked Zibelman to present the 
PSC’s findings by February 15.

In the meantime, Entergy has received 
permission to continue operating 
Indian Point while the NRC reviews its 
relicensing application, a process that is 
expected to linger into 2017.

Brewster Trustees Skeptical About County Taxi Commission

Governor Orders Probe of Safety Protocols at Indian Point

NEAl RENTZ PHOTO
Brewster Village Counsel Anthony Mole at the Dec. 16 village board of  
trustees meeting.

Governor Andrew Cuomo
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Durante Rentals, the leader in 
construction equipment rentals in the 
New York area with locations in Queens, 
the Bronx, Mt. Vernon and Elmsford, 
announced their new location today with 
the acquisition of Quality Rent All, Inc. 
Their fifth location, and third outside of 
the five boroughs of New York, is located 
in the Town of Kent at 333 Route 52, 
Carmel, New York.

Quality Rent All was established in 
1989 by founders Tim and Marilyn 
Plummer. With a long track record of 
loyal and satisfied customers, Durante 
Rentals will to continue to bring 
significant value to the current customer 
base as well as new customers throughout 
the Putnam County area. “The Plummers 
built a really nice business over the 
years and we are pleased that they will 
be our first acquisition.  We are eager to 
welcome Quality Rent All customers and 
their staff to the Durante team”, said John 
Durante, President of Durante Rentals. 
“We are extremely excited to work with 
their nephew, Lou Alagno, who has been 
promoted to manage the new store.  Lou 
has 16 years of experience working for his 
aunt and uncle and has literally ‘grown 
up’ in the business”, said Durante.

Durante Rentals will expand the 
current product line with the addition 
of new equipment categories like boom 
lifts, loaders, excavators, light towers and 
generators. There will be a large Takeuchi 
earth-moving machine presence as 
Durante Rentals, under their New York 
Takeuchi brand, is the area’s authorized 
Takeuchi dealer offering new and used 
excavators, skid steers, track and wheeled 
loaders for sale.

“This acquisition is critical to our rapid 
growth strategy in the New York area. 
It allows us to better serve our valued 
customers located north of our current 
Elmsford location”, said CEO Anthony 
Durante. “It is perfectly aligned with our 
long-term goal of developing emerging 
markets to expand our overall presence.”

“Durante Rentals has been extremely 
successful opening up cold starts in the 
NY Metro area. While there are sure to 
be challenges ahead, I know our talented 
staff will do a great job of integrating an 
existing company into our culture and 
our way of doing business”, said Chris 
Jones, CFO and co-founder of Durante 
Rentals. “This successful integration will 
serve as the template for other potential 
acquisitions in the area.”

With every new location they 
open, Durante makes a commitment 
to the community they do business 
in with strong ties to local charities, 
municipalities and other local businesses. 
Their aggressive re-branding of the 
Carmel store is sure to have a positive 
impact on the community and overall 
beautification of Route 52 in Carmel.
About Durante Rentals

Founded in 2009 by three 
entrepreneurs, Durante Rentals is the 
most trusted name in construction 
equipment and tool rentals in the NY 
tristate area. Construction professionals 

look to Durante for all their equipment 
needs including excavators, skid steers, 
light towers, generators, compressors, 
forklifts, air tools, boom lifts and more. 
Now with five convenient locations and 
counting, their geographic footprint 
continues to expand while servicing 
all five boroughs of NYC, Westchester, 
Rockland and Putnam Counties, 
Connecticut and New Jersey. For more 
information about Durante Rentals, visit 
www.DuranteRentals.com. For more 
information about their subdivision, New 
York Takeuchi, visit www.NYTakeuchi.
com.

Durante Rentals Acquires Quality Rent All, Inc. of Carmel

By Neal Rentz
Somers resident Melinda O’Keefe 

has a passion for making jewelry and 
has translated her enthusiasm into her 
profession by opening up two businesses 
dealing with jewelry.

She is the owner of the jewelry 
manufacturer Melindesign and It’s A 
Charmed Life Party Center, where jewelry 
making parties are held. Both businesses 
are located at 253 Route 202 in Somers.

O’Keefe said last week she began her 
jewelry manufacturing business out of 
her home in 1997 and she moved to 
her current location in February 2011 
because she needed more space. O’Keefe’s 
husband has created the website for her 
businesses. 

O’Keefe receives designs and samples 
from her clients and Melindesign 
manufactures jewelry, which will be sold 
in stores. O’Keefe said she does jewelry 
creation with her employees while 
listening to audio books. 

O’Keefe said she felt her business was 
important because it maintains some 
domestic jewelry manufacturing. She 
said she started it to “keep it all in the 
USA.” Most jewelry is made in China, she 
said. 

It is not easy for Americans to work 
with Chinese jewelry manufacturers, 
O’Keefe said. “In China, you have to find 
an agent,” she said. “You go through three 
or four people to get your product made.” 

O’Keefe subsequently opened It’s A 

Charmed Life, which has been throwing 
parties. O’Keefe said started her second 
business because she wanted “just to do 

something different.” 
Brewster resident Joanne Valentine 

has the responsibility of putting on the 

parties, O’Keefe said. 
O’Keefe said 10 percent of the money 

earned from the parties goes to various 
charitable efforts, including Hope’s Door 
in Pleasantville, which on its website 
states, “Seeks to end domestic violence 
and to empower victims to achieve safety, 
independence, and healing from the 
trauma of abuse.”

Parties for youths ages seven and up 
devote the first 45 minutes to an hour to 
create jewelry, with the final 45 minutes of 
the event devoted to the serving of pizza, 
cake and a beverage for the participants, 
O’Keefe noted. “They walk out with a 
piece of jewelry,” she said. 

Parties are also held for adults, which 
typically last about two hours. They 
feature the serving of small plates of hors-
d’oeuvres and beverages, O’Keefe said. 
The adults create jewelry that is “a little 
more complex” than the items created by 
youths, she said. 

 O’Keefe’s company has also held 
jewelry making events for bridal parties 
who were their new pieces at the wedding. 

Both youths and adults have a choice of 
several different jewelry pieces they can 
make, O’Keefe said. 

Melindesign and It’s A Charmed Life 
Party Center are located at 253 Route 202 
in Somers. For more information call 877-
336-3635, visit Melindesign.com or send 
an e-mail to joanne@melindesign.com. 
Melindesign and It’s A Charmed Life also 
have Facebook pages.

A recent jewelry making party held at It’s A Charmed life Party Center in Somers.

Melindesign and It’s A Charmed Life Party Center 
Somers

Business 

of the Week
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Walter G. Ritter
Walter G. Ritter, 78, of Kent Cliffs, 

died on December 15. Mr. Ritter was 
born on August 3, 1937 to Otto and 
Henrietta (Krauss) Ritter in Woodmere, 
Long Island. He proudly served his 
Country with the US Army from 1956 
to 1962. On November 1, 1958 he 
married the love of his life, Ruth Ann 
Petterson in Rockville Centre, NY. 
Before he retired, Mr. Ritter was an 
Engineer/Architect for Einhorn & Yaffe 
in White Plains, NY.  Walter and his 
wife Ruth Ann moved to Kent Cliffs,in 
1974 and before that they lived in Long 
Island. Together, they raised their four 
children; Kenneth, Robert, Heidi and 
Karen. Walter was very active in his 
community; he was the Ex-Chief for 
Kent Cliffs Fire Department; served 
as a Board of Director for the Tibet 
Lake Park District was a Past President 
of the Peekskill German American 
Club; a member of the Town of Kent 

Beautification Committee, and a 
Mater Mason. Walter is survived by 
his devoted wife of 57 years Ruth Ann, 
his four beloved children; Kenneth S. 
Ritter, Robert G. Ritter, Heidi Ann Link, 
Karen Ann Smith, and his two brothers; 
Otto and David. He is also survived by 
his twelve wonderful grandchildren and 
nine adoring great-grandchildren all of 
whom he adored and each child held a 
special place in his heart.

Ursula C. Greco
Ursula C. “Oma” Greco of Mahopac, 

died on Monday December 14, at the 
age of 86. She was born in Grand Rapids, 
MI on June 24, 1929, the daughter of 
Erwin and Erna Werner.

Ursula was a retired special education 
teacher at PS244 in Brooklyn. On August 
18, 1947 she married Albert F. Greco 
at the Cathedral of the Assumption 
in Baltimore, MD. Albert died on 
December 28, 2009. She is survived 

by her daughters, Evelyn Ashworth 
and her husband John of Mahopac 
and Marian Palazzolo of Phoenix, 
MD, her sister, Eleanor Anderson 
of Ocala, FL, 5 grandchildren and 2 
great grandchildren. Her son George 
predeceased her.

We had a very questionable election 
take place in our school district in Putnam 
Valley on Dec 8th to set up a capital 
reserve fund that will take surplus funds 
from the budget each year and put it in 
this reserve fund. They were questioned 
on the $1.9 million surpluses from the 
last budget and why it could not be used 
to reduce the tax levy. Instead they choose 
to initiate new programs and throw the 
taxpayers a bone they reduced the taxes by 
$181,000. This referendum was designed 
so they are not put in a position of giving 
back to the taxpayer in the future, it will 
move any and all surplus funds into this 
special reserve fund. 

They purposely put this out to vote 
on a date where there would be the least 

amount of voters, Dec 8th is a holy day of 
obligation in a number of religions. The 
voting booths were only open between 
3 p.m. and 9 p.m., in a tiny office inside 
the main entrance of the high school, 
not in the elementary school where all 
other voting elections are always held. 
Coincidentally, there happened to be 
a high school basketball game and a 
holiday show held that night in the high 
school, all attendees were allowed to enter 
through the same main entrance as the 
voters. To say the least the main entrance 
was chaos. The voting parking spaces, 
set up near the main entrance were filled 
with cars which did not move the entire 
limited time of the voting hours.  Those 
coming to vote had no place to park, as 

the high school lot was over flowing with 
cars.  With all the chaos and not being 
unable to park a lot of voters including 
senior citizens left without voting. One 
of our biggest voting blocks would be 
seniors. Many are snowbirds and would 
only know about a special vote via mail. 
The school decided to do bulk mailing, 
which I believe they knew would not be 
forwarded to a secondary address, thus 
eliminating a major portion of absentee 
ballots.   471 voters out of 6,200 registered 
voters showed up.  

Patrick J Cronin
Putnam Valley

The holiday season is right around 
the corner. As Americans prepare for 
festivities with family and friends, 
the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration wants to remind all 
drivers that it’s dangerous to drive after 
drinking. You have to choose your role 
before drinking begins: will you drink 
or will you drive? Remember, even if you 
only have a little bit to drink and think 
you’re “okay to drive,” you could still 
be over the legal limit, because Buzzed 
Driving Is Drunk Driving.

Putnam County Sheriff Donald Smith 
explained the slogan: “A lot of folks think 
they know their own limits. They think 
that if they’re just a little ‘buzzed,’ then 
they’re still good to drive.” But according 
to Sheriff Smith, who also serves as the 

Chairman of the Putnam County Traffic 
Safety Committee, this couldn’t be further 
from the truth. “Time and again, drivers 
who may have only had a couple of drinks 
put themselves and others at serious risk,” 
he added. “Driving with any alcohol in 
your system can be dangerous.”

For some people, it doesn’t take 
much to reach the dangerous level. “We 
really want all Putnam County drivers 
to understand that you don’t have to 
be falling-down drunk to be impaired 
to drive,” said Putnam CTC Coalition 
Coordinator Bruce Kelly. That’s why the 
Putnam CTC Coalition is working with 
NHTSA to spread the message: Buzzed 
Driving Is Drunk Driving.

This anti-drunk-driving campaign 
aims to inform all Americans about the 

dangers of driving after drinking—even 
after drinking just a little. Drunk driving 
is a terrible killer on our nation’s roads. 
In 2013, 10,076 people were killed in 
drunk driving crashes. This time of year 
is especially dangerous due to holiday 
celebrations and frequent parties. In 
December 2013 alone, there were 733 
people killed in crashes involving at least 
one drunk driver or motorcycle operator. 
In 2013, a third (31%) of all crash fatalities 
in America involved drunk driving.

So this holiday season, NHTSA urges 
you to plan ahead: designate a sober 
driver. If you plan on drinking at all, don’t 
plan on driving. Don’t assume that you’ll 
know whether you can safely drive or not 
at the end of the night.
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Across
1. Theater floor litter
6. Campus area
10. Asian capital
11. Push
12. ‘’It’s been ___ pleasure!’’
13. Stylist’s shop
14. A glittering flash of light or 
Mahopac screen print
shop
16. A rocky peak
17. Nonclerical
19. Fire or army
20. Where your diamonds studs go
21. Jungfrau or Weisshorn
24. Mischief
26. Black-eyed edible
27. Most outspoken
30. Bustles
33. What a doctor looks for or 
Mohegan Lake &
Mahopac acute medical care facility
34. It wouldn’t be a match for 
Crocodile Dundee’s
knife
35. Strange
36. Successor of St. Peter
37. Flowing tresses

Down
1. Northern California peak
2. Big fish
3. Dig up

4. Big pig
5. Scarf material
6. Sort of
7. Modern search result
8. Of yore
9. Animal’s home
13. Cauterize
15. Peruvian wool source
18. Smelt family fish
20. Blows it
22. Tenant
23. Thin metal plates
25. Up there
28. Inbox hassle
29. Kind of skirt
30. RX abbr.
31. “Look here!”
32. Quick swim
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Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 19
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By Elliot Barsh, MD
Sneezing and coughing, symptoms 

of the common cold, are prevalent 
throughout the winter, and not 
surprisingly. According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, children 
average about six to eight colds each year. 
Understanding the symptoms, listening 
to your child and knowing when to see 
your doctor will help you provide the care 
and comfort your child needs.

The first thing to know about colds is 
that they’re caused by a virus, and that’s 
why doctors do not prescribe antibiotics 
in these instances, as they only work for 
bacterial infections. In fact, most of the 
symptoms you get with a cold—coughing, 
sneezing, fever—are your body’s way of 
fighting off the virus. It’s often a parent’s 
first instinct to treat the symptoms, but 
the cough and fever are therapeutic. 
Trying to suppress cold symptoms with 
medications can actually prolong the 
illness, and no one wants to feel sick 
longer than they have to. If your child is 
feeling miserable, by all means, give her 
Tylenol. If she seems to be feeling fine, 
there is no need to give her medicine. 
The key: Listen to your child and manage 
what she feels. By doing this you will be 

able to provide her comfort and help her 
body heal faster.

Colds last about 10 to 14 days. You’ll 
have two to three days of getting sick, 
possibly followed by a fever for three or 
four days, coughing may worsen over 
the next three or four days, and then you 
should see improvement over the last two 
to three days. It’s important to know that 
this pattern is not true of more serious 

infections, such as the flu and pneumonia, 
and I strongly recommend all children get 
the flu vaccine. 

The care plan for colds is to get plenty of 
fluids, rest and sleep, which nourish your 
child back to health. Antibiotics don’t 
help speed recovery from the common 
cold. If your child seems run down or low 
on energy, make sure she stays home from 
school, play dates and sports practices. You 
can keep your child more comfortable by 
running a humidifier in her room at night. 
Dry air from heating can make coughs 
worse. I also recommend feeding your 
children plenty of citrus fruits. Vitamin 
C can help fight the virus, and the actual 
fruit is better than juice or pills because 
the fiber in the pulp delivers extra health 
benefits. And chicken soup? It’s not just 
an old wives’ tale, it’s actually medicinal. 
Should the symptoms get worse instead 
of better, persist longer than 10 days or 
seem more severe than the typical cold, 
call your doctor.

We can’t prevent our kids from 
getting sick, but we are able to reduce 
the frequency by reminding them to 
wash their hands well and often, and 
by teaching them to cough and sneeze 
into their elbows. Respiratory droplets 

expelled through coughing, sneezing 
and talking are how colds spread. Lastly, 
it turns out mom was right: Keep kids 
bundled up; if they’ve been exposed to 
the cold virus, they may be less likely to 
develop a cold. Simply remember: Don’t 
treat the symptoms, treat your child, and 
speak with your doctor when you need to. 

Elliot Barsh, MD, is a pediatrician at 
Northern Westchester Hospital and the 
Mount Kisco Medical Group, as well as 
the school physician for the North Salem 
Central School District. 

Doc’s Note: Care and Comfort for the Common Cold

Elliot Barsh, MD

‘We can’t prevent our 
kids from getting sick, 

but we are able to 
reduce the frequency by 
reminding them to wash 

their hands well and 
often, and by teaching 

them to cough and 
sneeze into their elbows.’
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Happy and Prosperous New Year!

143 Main Street • Cold Spring, NY
845-265-4113 • www.mccaffreyrealty.com

Season’s Greetings

Open Christmas Eve: 7:00 am to 6:00 pm 
Open Christmas Day: 7:00 am to 2:00 pm

1001 Route 6 Mahopac, NY 10541 (845) 628-7920 
Lake Plaza Shopping Center (Next to K-Mart) 

Wishing all our Friends and Neighbors
a Merry Christmas & Very Happy New Year! 

Happy Holidays to All!
Christmas Day and New Years Day Open All Day

Breakfast Specials - starting at $5.95
Lunch Specials - starting at $7.95

Dinner Specials - starting at $14.95
(complete Dinner)

We Have Your New Year's Party & Clubwear!
Dresses • Sweaters

Pants • Skirts
Everyday Wear 

Shoes• Handbags
Jewelry •Accessories
~Elegant & Affordable ~

485 Route 6 • Mahopac NY • 845 628-0101

898 Rt 6  • Mahopac NY  • 845 621-7111
www.nowhairsalon.com Find us on FB 

Start � e New Year 
With A New You!

Give yourself or someone you love
a hair makeover! 

Gi�  certi� cates available
Color Bar • Hair Cuts • Waxing 

Happy 
New Year 

from

3244 E. Main Street
Mohegan Lake
845 204-9258

572 Rt. 6 • Mahopac
845-621-3100

New Look New Owner New Wines

80 Rt 6 • Somers Commons •Stop & Shop Plaza, Baldwin Place
(Formerly Rt 6 Wine & Liquor)

914 621-1800

Uncorked
wines & spirits

This New Year’s Eve. It’s Your Decision.

Choose 
Your Ride.

Gift Cards 
Available

Dr. Gorich is an internist, Internal medicine, Primary Care 
physician in Putnam County.  His practice is conveniently 

located within the Putnam Hospital Center campus. 
He sees patients from the age of 18 to 100 and beyond.

He has a specialty in geriatric medicine, and is accredited 
by the American Board of Internal Medicine, CAQ, 

Geriatric Medicine, and the American Board 
of Internal Medicine Certi� ed Diploma

“I have a passion and love and care of patients, 
“I still do that traditional medicine. I do spend a lot 

of time with my patients. � ey can reach me at any time.” 
Let’s talk about you and your health, 

“when they need me I am there for them.”
Visit our website for more information: 

www.georgegorichmd.com
George Gorich, MD

672 Stoneleigh Avenue, Suite C-116
Carmel, New York 10512

Offi  ce – 914-860-6577
Internal Medicine, Primary Care, Medical Weight Loss 

Hudson Valley Magazine 
Top 10 Doctor 2014 and 2015

Dr. Gorich wishes 
all his patients a 

Happy Holiday Season

Is Your Lighting 
Ready for the Holidays? 

10% OFF 
Showroom
With mention of ad

Gi�  Certifi cates
Available

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Somers Custom Framing 1602 Route 22 (Across from Ski Haus)
Happy New Year!

Unique Gifts, Wooden Toys, Games and  
Puzzles for the Whole Family 
Featuring Eco- Friendly and  

Products Made in USA 

The Gift Hut 

86 Main Street,  Cold Spring, New York 10516 

gifthut06@aim.com  

Visit us: Friday 11AM– 6PM, Saturday and Sunday 10AM– 6PM 

Unique Gifts, 
Wooden Toys, 

Games and 
Puzzles for the 
Whole Family

Featuring Eco-Friendly and 
Products Made in the USA

86 Main Street, Cold Spring, NY • gifthut06@aim.com • 845.297.3786
Visit us:  Friday, Saturday & Sunday 10am - 6pm

Unique Gifts, Wooden Toys, Games and  
Puzzles for the Whole Family 
Featuring Eco- Friendly and  

Products Made in USA 

The Gift Hut 

86 Main Street,  Cold Spring, New York 10516 

gifthut06@aim.com  

Visit us: Friday 11AM– 6PM, Saturday and Sunday 10AM– 6PM 

Unique Gifts, 
Wooden Toys, 
Unique Gifts, 
Wooden Toys, 
Unique Gifts, 

The Gift HutThe Gift Hut
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Gift Cards 
Available

Dr. Gorich is an internist, Internal medicine, Primary Care 
physician in Putnam County.  His practice is conveniently 

located within the Putnam Hospital Center campus. 
He sees patients from the age of 18 to 100 and beyond.

He has a specialty in geriatric medicine, and is accredited 
by the American Board of Internal Medicine, CAQ, 

Geriatric Medicine, and the American Board 
of Internal Medicine Certi� ed Diploma

“I have a passion and love and care of patients, 
“I still do that traditional medicine. I do spend a lot 

of time with my patients. � ey can reach me at any time.” 
Let’s talk about you and your health, 

“when they need me I am there for them.”
Visit our website for more information: 

www.georgegorichmd.com
George Gorich, MD

672 Stoneleigh Avenue, Suite C-116
Carmel, New York 10512

Offi  ce – 914-860-6577
Internal Medicine, Primary Care, Medical Weight Loss 

Hudson Valley Magazine 
Top 10 Doctor 2014 and 2015

Dr. Gorich wishes 
all his patients a 

Happy Holiday Season

Is Your Lighting 
Ready for the Holidays? 

10% OFF 
Showroom
With mention of ad

Gi�  Certifi cates
Available

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Somers Custom Framing 1602 Route 22 (Across from Ski Haus)
Happy New Year!

Unique Gifts, Wooden Toys, Games and  
Puzzles for the Whole Family 
Featuring Eco- Friendly and  

Products Made in USA 

The Gift Hut 

86 Main Street,  Cold Spring, New York 10516 

gifthut06@aim.com  

Visit us: Friday 11AM– 6PM, Saturday and Sunday 10AM– 6PM 

Unique Gifts, 
Wooden Toys, 

Games and 
Puzzles for the 
Whole Family

Featuring Eco-Friendly and 
Products Made in the USA

86 Main Street, Cold Spring, NY • gifthut06@aim.com • 845.297.3786
Visit us:  Friday, Saturday & Sunday 10am - 6pm

Unique Gifts, Wooden Toys, Games and  
Puzzles for the Whole Family 
Featuring Eco- Friendly and  

Products Made in USA 

The Gift Hut 

86 Main Street,  Cold Spring, New York 10516 

gifthut06@aim.com  

Visit us: Friday 11AM– 6PM, Saturday and Sunday 10AM– 6PM 

Unique Gifts, 
Wooden Toys, 
Unique Gifts, 
Wooden Toys, 
Unique Gifts, 

The Gift HutThe Gift Hut
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Balsamo -Cordovano
Funeral  Home

“Commitment to Excellence”
Honesty, Integrity, and Quality in all that we offer.

- Comfortable Home-Like Accommodations - Pre-Planned Funeral Counseling
- Conveniently Located - Handicapped Accessible

- Major Credit Cards Accepted - Irrevocable Trusts for Medicaid Recipients
- Cremation & Traditional Funerals - Parking for over 100 cars

- Assistance with Life Insurance - Military Funeral Honors
- Online Book of Memories & Service Info
Family Owned & Operated

                 John R. Balsamo,   Jonathan W. Garcia    Joseph J. Balsamo
                    Licensed Director                       Manager                    Licensed Director

Phone: (845) 225-2144
15 Church Street - Carmel, NY 10512

www.BalsamoCordovanoFuneralHome.com
Our Locations

Balsamo Funeral Home
3188 Westchester Ave.

Bronx, NY 10461
Tel: (718) 597-8380

www. Balsamo Funeral Home.com

Harrison Funeral Home
329 Halstead Ave.

Harrison, NY 10528
Tel: (914) 835-0284

www. Harrison Funeral.com
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Balsamo -Cordovano
Funeral  Home

“Commitment to Excellence”
Honesty, Integrity, and Quality in all that we offer.

The Balsamo Family and the staff at 
Balsamo-Cordovano Funeral Home would 

like to wish all of our friends and neighbors a very 
Happy, Healthy and Blessed 

Thanksgiving
Family Owned & Operated

    John R. Balsamo,   Jonathan W. Garcia    Joseph J. Balsamo
      Licensed Director                       Manager                    Licensed Director

Phone: (845) 225-2144
15 Church Street - Carmel, NY 10512

www.BalsamoCordovanoFuneralHome.com
Our Locations

Balsamo Funeral Home
3188 Westchester Ave.

Bronx, NY 10461
Tel: (718) 597-8380

www. Balsamo Funeral Home.com

Harrison Funeral Home
329 Halstead Ave.

Harrison, NY 10528
Tel: (914) 835-0284

www. Harrison Funeral.com

Honesty, Integrity, and Quality in all that we offer.
The Balsamo Family and the staff at 
Balsamo-Cordovano Funeral Home 

would like to Congratulate the 
2013 Grand Marshall Timmy Maher.

Wish All Our Friends &  
Neighbors a Happy Holiday

Putnam County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell encourages families to take the 
opportunity this holiday season to bridge 
the gap between your family of today and 
your family of yesteryear by recording an 
oral history during the holidays.  Today’s 
ever-changing technology allows for ease 
of recording by old and young alike. So 
charge up all your devices and decide 
which one will be best to capture unique 
oral histories from family members.  

“History is made from the stories that 
have been passed down from generation 
to generation,” said Odell, “With advances 
and availability of technology to record and 
share things, the holidays are a wonderful 
time to record your family history. There 
is no excuse to let the opportunity of 
capturing your family’s past pass you by.” 

The nonprofit StoryCorps provides an 
opportunity to record, share and preserve 
the stories of your family members. You 
can download the Story Corp app to 
a smartphone or tablet and be guided 
through the process that enables you 
to share your story to the Story Corps 
database or just keep it for your family.

Odell termed 2015 as the Year of the 
Family in Putnam County. She has teamed 
up with County Historian Sarah Johnson, 
Ph.D., and The Association of Public 
Historians of New York State to suggest 
simple tips to record a family member’s 
unique history.

1. Be prepared with information you 
already have and collect photographs or 
artifacts to jog the memory the person you 
are interviewing.  Select a favorite chair or 
room to sit in where your narrator will be 
comfortable and not distracted by your 
holiday guests and sounds of good cheer. 

2. Make sure your devices are charged 
and there’s enough memory space to 
record. Too often we find ourselves 
scrambling for a charger or short on device 
memory for new pictures. Test your device 
prior to recording and make sure distance 
is suitable to pick up your story teller’s 
voice and not too much of the background 
noises.  It’s also a good idea to show the 
device to the narrator and play back before 
you start so they have an idea of what the 

process will be and what he/she will sound 
like. 

3. Always begin your recording with 
place, date and names of who is involved 
and introduce the topic if there is a specific 
one.  Have your questions listed ahead 
of time and be sure to avoid “yes or no” 
questions or those that would be easily 
answered with just a few words.  

4. A great place to start is by showing 
the person an old family photograph, 
particularly if they are in the scene. Then, 
ask if they remember the event, how they 
feel about a certain subject or where they 
were when a specific event took place.  Try 
to get specifics out of them, for example, 
what age they were when the event took 
place and where they were living at the 

time.  Always practice patience, don’t try 
to finish their sentences and don’t give a 
follow up question too quickly. Be willing 
to follow the direction the person you’re 
interviewing takes with a memory but be 
sure to get back to your list of questions. 
These conversations can be helped along 
by asking for funny memories, memories 
involving childhood pets or toys, favorite 
foods, or events at school or work.

5. If sometimes the narrator says 
something you think is incorrect, don’t 
challenge them on it. You might suggest 
that you’d heard the story differently and 
that gives a chance to either clear up the 
discrepancy.  Family histories are full of 
myriad points of view!

6. Sometimes new photos or artifacts 
will be presented by the narrator so be 
sure to be ready to scan photographs and 
if possible, take photographs of the items 
presented. 

“There’s no greater gift to the family and 
coming generations than identified photos 
with names, locations and approximate 
dates when the photographs were taken,” 
Johnson said, “Your family archives will 
thank you!” 

Johnson also advises that, “Once you are 
completely finished with your interview, 
be sure to label the file and back it up 
immediately. It is amazing how quickly 
things can build up and never get filed 
correctly or lost to history.” 

listen to the stories about your family members over the holiday season.

Record a Gift That Will Keep Giving for Years to Come

“Our 82nd Year of Insurance with Local, Personal Service”

(845) 279-2064

• Home • Auto • Motorcycle
• Mobile Homes • Pleasure Boats • Motor Homes

• Policies for Small Businesses

1006 Route 22 (& Rt. 6), Brewster, NY

Call today!
We have Competitive Rates

TRURAN AGENCY
INSURANCE

We Wish our Friends and  
Neighbors a Healthy & Happy Holiday
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By Jerry Eimbinder
Restaurants open past 

midnight on Thursday, Dec. 
31, 2015 to celebrate the 
arrival of the New Year appear 
in this directory. If a band or 
DJ is mentioned, dancing is 
usually offered. Prices shown 
do not include tax or gratuity 
unless otherwise indicated.

Armonk. Moderne Barn. Dinner 
choices include filet mignon, grilled 
salmon, seafood risotto, chicken, pork 
chop — all gluten-free. Midnight 
champagne toast. $98 per person. Seating 
time from 8:30 to 11 p.m.

Beacon. Roundhouse. Four-course 
dinner. Appetizers: squash soup, lobster 
salad, duck rilles. Entrées: Butternut 
squash gnocchi, salmon a la planchi, 
balsamic-honey glazed chicken confit, 
prime beef short ribs. Midnight 
champagne. $95 per person. Seating at 9 
p.m.

Bedford. La Crémaillère. Canapés 
(potato fritter, sour cream, caviar), egg 
Concette, foie gras terrine, sautéed 
Atlantic salmon. Entrée choices include 
poached dover sole with artichoke hearts 
or roasted Scottish peasant or roasted veal 
chop. Dessert, café, tea , petits fours. $135 
per person.

Briarcliff Manor. Orfino’s. Surf and turf, 
twin lobster tails, osso bucco, pasta, veal, 
chicken. Midnight champagne toast, hats, 
noisemakers. TV ball dropping. A la carte 
menu — $20 to $45 price range.

Chappaqua. Atrium Room at Kittle 
House. Venetian Carnival Masquerade 
(house supplied masks). Buffet: Northern 
Italian dishes, chilled seafood bar. 
Party favors, midnight champagne. TV 
ball drop from Times Square. DJ and 
comedian Goumba Johnny. $155 per 
person.

Chappaqua. Kittle House. Chef ’s tasting 
menu. Open bar, midnight champagne 
toast. Party favors. Ball drop at Times 
Square. Drew Bordeaux and Friends 
band. $165 per person.

Cold Spring. Hudson House River Inn. 
Appetizers: lobster bisque, Maryland crab 
cakes, more. Entrées: Lump crabmeat 
crusted salmon, Chateaubriand, bacon 
wrapped loin of pork, roast duck breast, 
rack of lamb, surf and turf. Champagne 
toast, hats, noisemakers. Live jazz. $75 
per person. Seatings at 8:30 and 9 p.m.

Cortlandt Manor. Cortlandt Colonial 
Manor. Hors d’oeuvres. Dinner choices 
include sliced filet mignon, lobster tail. 
Viennese table. Open bar, midnight 
champagne toast. Party favors. Buffet 
breakfast. DJ: Ricardo Music. $100 per 
person all-inclusive cost. 7 p.m. to 1:30 
a.m.

Elmsford. Westchester Broadway 
Theatre. Hors d’oeuvres and dinner. 
Chilled lobster, shrimp, clams casino, 
“Pigs in Blankets,” antipasto, empanadas, 

fresh fruit. Beef, chicken or 
fish. Open bar. Show Boat 
on stage. Champagne toast. 
Tuxedo Parc Orchestra. 
All-inclusive cost: $370 per 
couple. 6 p.m. to 2 a.m.

Elmsford. Rini’s. Dinner 
choices include roasted duck, 
lamb shank. Appetizers: 
stuffed mushrooms, shrimp 

bisque soup. Coffee, champagne toast. 
Party favors. “Music of the Decades 
Show” at 9 p.m. Singing DJ Bobby James. 
$42.95 per person. 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Harrison. 273 Kitchen. Shucked oysters, 
yellowfin tuna, Sizzling Spanish octopus. 
Main courses: sirloin of beef, grilled 
branzino, organic hen, baby goat, more. 
Midnight champagne, noisemakers. $65 
per person. Add $20 for wine pairing. 
Seating time: 9:30 p.m.

Hastings on Hudson. Chutney 
Masala at Riverview. Buffet. Open bar. 
Champagne toast, party favors, DJ, belly 
dancer, raffle, kid’s crafts. $75 per person, 
$140 per couple, $200 per family of four. 
Prices include tax and gratuity. From 8 
p.m.

Hastings on Hudson. Riverview’s 
Palisade Room. Adults only. Cocktail 
hour reception. Open bar, dessert table, 
ice cream sundae bar. $100 per person all-
inclusive cost. 7:30 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Hastings on Hudson. Harvest-on-
Hudson. Cocktail reception from 8:45 to 
9:30 p.m. Four-course dinner. Open bar, 
Champagne toast. Party favors. Ball drop 
from Times Square. The Nines band. 500 
balloons drop. Continental breakfast to 
go. $195 per person. 8:45 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Irvington. MP Taverna. Regular a la 
carte dinner menu plus specials. Midnight 
toast, noisemakers, hats. Televised ball 
dropping. Last seating is at 10 p.m.

Jefferson Valley. Sinapi’s Ceola Manor. 
Cocktail hour from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Hot 
and cold stations. Surf and turf dinner. 
Open bar. Champagne toast, party favors. 
DJ from Pozzitiv Music Productions. 
$120 per person. 8:30 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Larchmont. Plates. Canapés and dinner. 
Midnight champagne toast, party favors. 

TV ball drop. Dinner at bar at 9:30 p.m. 
beginning at $30. New Year’s Eve dinner 
at bar or take-home at half-price. Last 
seating: 9:30 p.m. $100 per person.

Mahopac. Arturo’s Tavern. Chicken a 
la brie, crabmeat-stuffed salmon, seafood 
combination with sole, shrimp, scallops 
and baked clams, and surf and turf— 
filet mignon and lobster tail. Champagne 
toast, party favors. DJ. No cover charge. 
Last seating at midnight.

Mahopac. Putnam County 
Golf Course. Cocktail hour. 
Lobster tail, filet mignon or 
rosemary chicken breast. 
Viennese hour. Champagne 
toast. Party favors. TV Times 
Square ball drop. Sugar Rush 
band. Vocalist Lina Valenti. 
$99 per person plus service charge and 
tax. 7:30 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Mohegan Lake. The Winery at Saint 
George. Passed hors d’oeuvres and tapas. 
Open bar, midnight champagne toast. 
Party favors. Music: Over the Top band. 
Bagel breakfast. $135 per person, tax 
included. 8 p.m. to 2 a.m.

Mount Kisco. 251 LEX. Shucked oysters, 
yellowfin tuna, Sizzling Spanish octopus. 
Main courses: sirloin of beef, grilled 
branzino, organic hen, baby goat, more. 
Midnight champagne,  noisemakers. $65 
per person. Add $20 for wine pairing. 
Seating time: 9:30 p.m.

Mount Kisco. Winston. Oysters, crab 
cakes, corn and butternut soup. Options: 
(1) sliced kobe steak and pan-seared 
halibut with lobster hash, (2) sliced kobe 
steak with lobster hash, (3) pan-seared 
halibut with lobster hash. Alternate: 
mushroom pasta. Champagne toast. 
“Dirty Winston” bar, live band, vocalist. 
$110 per person. Seating at 9 p.m.

New Rochelle. Alvin & Friends. 
Southern and caribbean food. Appetizers, 

carving station. Open bar. 
Midnight toast, noisemakers, 
hats. Live music  by Jazmyn. 
James Farley on keyboard, 
Inez Wilson, vocalist. $150 
per person. 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.

New Rochelle. Dubrovnik. 
Five-course dinner. 

Appetizers include calamari  shrimp 
and smoked salmon with caviar. Entrées 
include osso bucco. Party favors, 
champagne toast, live music. $200 per 
person. Starts at 8 p.m.

New Rochelle. NoMa Social. $95 
per person. Passed tapas (9 to 11 p.m.) 
including shrimp and lobster salad. 
Stations: filet mignon, seafood including 
mussels, clams, calamari and shrimp, 
antipasto. Party favors, open bar. Music. 3 
a.m. breakfast. Begins at 9 p.m.

Ossining. Travelers Rest. Hors 
d’oeuvres. Cocktail hour. Four-course 

Ask About Our
Conditional Guarantee

1-800-479-7625

Happy 
Holidays

2016 New Year’s Eve Dining Guide

FEEHAN 
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

P.O. BOX 870, CARMEL, 
NY 10512

(845) 278-7070
Fax (845) 278-2886

Matthew, Terence & Christopher Feehan

Happy Holidays!

Your Source For 
Home Insurance

continued on page 18
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During the holiday season 
when there is more festive 
activity around the house, 
there is also more risk of 
accidents that can cause harm 
to ourselves and damage our 
homes than at any other time 
of year. 

I was reminded of this just 
the other evening when my 
wife Margaret and I were 
decorating our tree. I had 
already gone through the 
ritual of attaching the three 
sections of the artificial tree 
to the base, strung the electric 
lights and together we were 
hanging the ornaments. Our 
tree ornaments consist mainly 
of those we’ve made ourselves through 
the years and those constructed with 
Styrofoam balls covered with ribbons and 
decorated with baubles and beads. 

Those we’ve purchased are mainly of 
blown and pressed glass, some quite large 
and heavy. My wife, who was barefoot, 
was hanging one of those, a large green 
pressed glass piece shaped like a pine 
cone and seemingly weighing more 
than a pound, when it dislodged from 
its hanging device and plummeted like a 
torpedo and landed squarely on her toes. 
She yelled out, and in no time the little toe 
on her right foot was black and blue.

Before this mishap, my wife 
had asked me what my column 
was to be about this week, and 
I had suggested that it might be 
a fair warning to readers that 
more accidents happen in and 
around the home during the 
holidays.

An estimated 13,000 
injuries requiring visits 
to the emergency room 
occur each year around the 
holidays, according to the 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission. The National 
Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) reported 40 percent 
of deaths from home fires 
occur during the brief period 

between December and February. We 
also know that Christmas tree fires result 
in $17.5 million of property damage 
annually.

Let’s focus on accidents that can come 
about while decorating and observing the 
holidays.

If you buy a live Christmas tree, test it 
to make sure it isn’t dried out, which is 
a fire hazard. This is done by hitting the 
tree trunk against the ground. If a lot 
of needles fall off, keep searching for a 
healthier tree. The trunk should be sticky 
to the touch. When you get it home, cut 
off about two inches from the bottom at 

an angle. Fill the tree stand with water 
and keep it full every day.

Display the tree away from a heat 
source, such as a furnace or fireplace, and 
keep it away from doorways and main 
traffic areas. Live trees should not be 
left up longer than two weeks. Be aware 
that some artificial trees can also burn so 
check them for flammability and follow 
accompanying safety precautions.

To prevent an accidental tree fire, check 
holiday lights and extension cords for 
frayed or damaged cords and discard any 
damaged lighting strings. Do not attempt 
to tape or repair cords. Never link more 
than three strands of lights together, and 
always plug the lights into an extension 
cord before plugging into a wall outlet.

Another safety tip to consider is the age 
of your decorations. If you’ve had them 
for many years, it might be time to invest 
in a newer, safer set. Before regulations 
in the late 1970s, items such as tinsel, 
artificial icicles, glitter and painted figures 
often contained dangerous levels of lead, 
chromium and even arsenic. Angel hair 
(artificial snow) contained glass filings 
and some brands were even comprised of 
asbestos fibers. 

Candles can also cause house fires, 
so you might want to think twice about 
leaving any room where one or more 
is aflame. During a five-year period, 
the NFPA reported that there were an 

average of 10,630 fires in the U.S. started 
by candles. More than half of them 
start because they were left too close to 
flammable items. 

Candles should always be kept at least 
12 inches away from anything that can 
burn. Other causes of candle fires include 
leaving them unattended in a room, 
someone simply bumping a table they’re 
sitting on or pets brushing against them.

There are more candle fires in December 
and January, with the top three days being 
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and New 
Year’s Day.

Here’s a final note that I hadn’t thought 
of until last year when I had a close call 
concerning the disposal of wrapping 
paper: when opening presents, dispose of 
wrapping paper in a garbage receptacle. 
Never throw it in a fireplace. That can 
result in sparks that can trigger a larger 
fire within the home. 

Have a happy and safe holiday season!
Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 

with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com). His real estate site is www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com, and his blog is 
www.TheHomeGuru.com. To engage the 
services of The Home Guru to market your 
home for sale, call 914-522-2076.

Be Careful, the Holidays is When Accidents Happen Most

Our perception, 
and the reality, of 
wine are influenced 
by many factors. 
Wine is not a 
monolithic sensory 
adventure. Each 
sip creates results 
in a confluence of 
taste and smell on 
our tongues, in our 

mouth and in our nose. This experience 
may differ with each sip of a glass of wine 
and each bottle of wine.

Our enjoyment of a glass of wine relies 
on our dominant senses of taste and 
smell. Scientific studies have analyzed 
these senses and their interconnectivity in 
creating an individual’s unique perception 
of wine. But are these senses absolute 
measurements of our understanding 
and perception of wine? Are they 
providing an unadulterated 
insight into a wine’s natural 
tastes and aromas? Or are 
there outside influences on our 
appreciation of wine? 

Are there intrinsic, non-
sensory components of 
our overall experience in 
tasting wine? And, if so, do 
these factors go beyond the 
science of our physiology? 

The short answer is a 

resounding yes. 
The psychology of our 

appreciation of wine plays 
a role that is as influential 
as our natural senses. 
Beyond our sensory self-
analysis, our opinion and 
evaluation of a wine is 
impacted by external influences. These 
tend to be subtle, and may confuse, even 
override, our senses of taste and smell.

Herein, several psychological influences 
on our perception of a wine: 

1. History. If you make the effort to 
learn about the background and longevity 
of a long-standing winemaking family, 
your perception of their wine will be 
influenced beyond its taste and smell. A 
psychological bias is created for a family 
succeeding over several generations in 
the same land and culture. “It must be a 
good wine if this is the fifth generation 
winemaker.”

2. Culture. If you’re of the Pepsi 
Generation or the Got Milk era, your wine 

preferences have been strongly 
influenced by the advertising 
media. These, and similar, 
products influenced 
Americans’ palates to 

prefer creamy and sweet 
foods. This is why the 

American palate 
differs greatly from the 

Western European palate. 
Americans psychologically 
tend to prefer sweeter, 
less acidic wines; Western 
Europeans, more complex, 
drier styles.

3. Ratings. If the wine 
experts rate a wine highly 

it must be good. Before we imbibe the 
first sip of a rated wine, our brains have 
established a bias to a critic’s opinion. 
The psychological impact on our brain 
neurons can override our basic sensory 
perceptions. When wine critic Robert 
Parker introduced the 100-point rating 
system in the 1980s, Americans fell in line 
with an objective means of appreciating 
wine, although it is overwhelmingly 
subjective.

4. Mother Nature. I’ve blind-tasted 
wines that my senses of taste and aroma 
concluded were a particular grape, even 
from a particular wine region. Lo and 
behold, Mother Nature tricked my senses. 
The wine that convinced my senses was 
a French Bordeaux blend was actually a 
Pinot Noir from Oregon. It can happen, 
much to the chagrin of my sensory 
receptors; bait and switch occurs regularly 
in our cerebrum.  

5. Expectations. A study in the Journal 
of Marketing Research concluded 
(confirmed?) that many individuals’ 

expectations are easily managed. When 
presented with two wines of widely 
disparate prices to sample, participants 
preferred the wine they were told had 
the higher price, even though the prices 
of the wines were reversed. More telling, 
the tasters reached the same conclusion 
when the wines in the glasses were 
identical.  “Expectations truly influence 
neurobiological responses,” write the 
authors.

Just as a color palate influences, but 
does not dominate, the image an artist 
depicts on a canvas, so too our sensory 
palate influences, but does not dominate, 
the canvas of our perception of wine. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

Wine Appreciation Goes Beyond Our Sensory Perceptions
‘Our opinion 
is impacted 
by external 
influences.’
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Support Groups:
What can you do when someone close 

to you drinks too much?
You might be surprised at what you can 

learn at an al-anon meeting. For meeting 
information call 914-946-1748 web site 
wwwwestchesterputnamalanon.org.

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group:  
Putnam Hospital Center

670 Stoneleigh Avenue. Carmel.   3rd 
Thursday of the month & time: 6:30 p.m. 
– 8 p.m. caregiving for a loved one with 
Alzheimer’s disease… you don’t have to go 
it alone. Join us and receive the emotional, 
educational and social support needed 
to successfully care for someone with 
dementia. Free of charge. Registration 
required. For more information and to 
register: Call 800-272-3900 www.alz.org/
hudsonvalley.

Cancer Support Available: 
Support Connection, Inc., a not-

for profit organization that provides 
free, confidential support services for 
people affected by breast and ovarian 
cancer, offers a wide range of free 
support groups women with breast and 
ovarian cancer. Groups focus on topics 
pertaining to living with cancer through 
all stages of diagnosis, treatment and 
post-treatment. They are offered in 
Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess, and 

by toll-free teleconference. For a complete 
calendar of groups at all locations, visit 
www.supportconnection.org. Advance 
registration is required for all groups; call 
914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.

Ongoing: 
Lotus Lanterns for Kids 
Friday, January 8 at 4:30 p.m.

Kids ages 9 and up, want to spruce 
up your room? Come enjoy creating 
your own colorful and unique lotus 
flower lantern with members of the 
Korean Spirit and Culture Promotion 
Project! Registration required. For more 
information or to register contact the 
Patterson Library at 845-878-6121 x10 or 
go to www.pattersonlibrary.org and click 
Calendar.

Mahopac Public Library Adult Book 
Groups: Monday Evening Book group: 
Meets the first Monday of each month at 
7:30 p.m. Light Bite Book Group: meets 
on the third Monday or third Wednesday 
of each month at 1 p.m. Flo Brandon Book 
Review Group: meets on the first Friday 
of each month at 11 a.m.   Wednesday 
Evening Crossover Book Group: meets 
on the first Wednesday of each month 
at 6:30 p.m.  Registration is required for 
the young reader book groups.  Register 
online at www.mahopaclibrary.org, or call 
845-628-2009, ext 100

Flannel Friday
Friday, January 8, 15, and 22 from 

1:30 p.m.- 2:15 p.m. For ages 3-5. Beat 
the cold with Flannel Friday! Wear your 
warm, comfy flannels and listen to a 
flannel board story with Miss Kathleen. 
Registration required. For more 
information or to register contact the 
Patterson Library at 845-878-6121 x10 or 
go to www.pattersonlibrary.org and click 
Calendar.

Winter Story Times
January 25 to March 15

Registration for winter story times is 
now open! The Patterson Library offers 
story times for all ages including babies, 
toddlers, and preschool age children.  Go 
to the Patterson Library calendar to check 
out the dates and times of each story time 
and sign up today! Registration required. 
For more information or to register 
contact the Patterson Library at 845-878-
6121 x10 or go to www.pattersonlibrary.
org and click Calendar.

Thursday, December 24 
St. John The Evangelist Catholic 

Church:  221 East Lake Blvd.  – Mahopac.  
For Christmas Eve & Christmas day 
full mass schedules please visit : www.
sjtemahopac.org. Phone: 845.628.2006

Friday, December 25
Christmas Lunch for those in need: 

We have others baking and serving, as 
well, starting at 12 pm.  We also have 
caroling.  The Free Christmas lunch is 
at First Baptist Church/FBC community 
room, adjacent to its parking lot area on 
Main Street and across from the Brewster 
Railroad.  Christmas lunch starts at 12 
noon and ends at about 130 pm.  We 
have stuffed chicken, pasta, rice and peas, 
salad, ham, pies and other foods. 

Sunday, December 27 
Lessons and Carols Service:  Trinity 

Lutheran Church, 2103 Route 6, Brewster, 
10 a.m. Join us for this joyous service as 
we celebrate the birth of Jesus through 
Bible readings and the singing of hymns.  
All are welcome!   For more information, 
please contact the church office at (845) 
279-5181 or trinlutheranoffice@yahoo.
com.    www.trinitybrewsterny.org

Monday, December 28 
December Magic Tree House Book 

Club at Kent Library:  The book club is 
for  those  in 1st through 3rd grade. 4:30 
p.m. -5:15 p.m. We will be reading “Dogs 
in the Dead of Night”, by Mary Pope 
Osborne.   If you would like to read all 
about Jack and Annie’s adventures and 
take part in some fun activities based 
on the books we read, this is the club for 
you! Registration is required.  You may 

register for the program by going to www.
kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent Public 
Library at 845-225-8585.  The library is 
located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes.

Tuesday, December 29
Post-Holiday Get to Know Your eReader 

Program at the Desmond-Fish Library.  
6:30 p.m. For anyone who’s received a 
tablet or eReader over the holidays, this 
program will help you get to know your 
new device and how to load it up with 
free eBooks, audiobooks, and, new for 
2016, digital magazines from the Library. 
This free program is part of an ongoing 
series of technology clinics for adults held 
throughout the year at the Library. The 
Library also hosts weekly one-on-one 
computer help sessions on Friday and 
Sunday afternoons. For more information 
please visit desmondfishlibrary.org or 
call 845-424-3020. The Desmond-Fish 
Library is located at 472 Route 403 (at the 
corner of 9D) in Garrison. 

Thursday, December 31
Noon Year’s Eve Party:  11:30 a.m.- 12:30 

p.m. Grades K and up. Ring in the “noon” 
year with Patterson Library! Dress New 
Year’s festive, enjoy dancing, munching 
on cupcakes, wearing party hats and 
noisemaker’s at noon. Registration 
required. For more information or to 
register contact the Patterson Library 
at 845-878-6121 x10 or go to www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click Calendar.

Save The Date: 
Mahopac Central School District 

2016 – 2017. Registration for Incoming 
Kindergarten Students. Must be five 
years old on or before 12/01/2016 (No 
Exceptions) Kindergarten Registration 
for the 2016-17 School Year will be held at 
The Office of Central Registration located 
at The Falls District Office, 100 Myrtle 
Avenue, Mahopac, between the hours 
of 8:15am and 3:00pm on the following 
dates:

Austin Road ES: January 5th & 7th
February 3rd, 5th & 22nd
Fulmar Road ES: January 20th & 22nd
February 16th, 18th & 29th
Lakeview ES: January 11th & 13th
February 9th, 11th & 26th
Registration is by appointment only. 

To schedule an appointment and request 
a registration packet, please contact the 
Office of Central Registration at 845-621-
0656, Ext. 13902.

Registration packets are also 
available on our District website under 
Departments, then Registration. Our web 
address is www.mahopac.k12.ny.us.

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com

Crossword Answers
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dinner. Open bar. Midnight champagne 
toast, party favors. DJ Wilson. TV ball 
drop from Times Square. $110 per person. 
8 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Peekskill. 12 Grapes. 
Three-course dinner. R&B 
band with Julius Dilligard, 
Jr. lead vocalist. Three 
hours of live music. Hats, 
noisemakers, midnight 
Prosecco toast. $110 per 
person. (Music only: $35) Band plays 
from 10 p.m. to 1 a.m. Seating at 8:30 p.m.

Port Chester. Apetit Bistro. Dinner 
choices include lobster ravioli and seared 
striped bass with lobster emulsion. 
Champagne toast at beginning of dinner. 

Port Chester. Sonora. Champagne 
toast. DJ. $78 per person. Seating time: 
8:30 to 11 p.m.

Pound Ridge. The Inn at Pound Ridge 
by Jean-Georges. Tuna tartare or foie 
gras brûlée; Black sea bass or Maine 
lobster; beef tenderloin or 
prosciutto wrapped pork 
loin. Champagne toast. $248 
per person.

Rye. La Panetiére. Beet/
crayfish salad, foie gras, 

scallops, filet of beef with Perigold black 
truffles, dessert, petis fours, coffee/
tea. Midnight champagne toast. Ezio 
Pellitteri’s band strolls at 9 p.m. Plays 

dance music at 11 p.m. 
$160 per person ($195 
with wine). Seating at 9 
p.m.

Tarrytown. Jazz Forum 
Arts. Buffet catered by 
Tarry Tavern. Unlimited 
beer, wine, soft drinks, 

coffee, tea, No cocktails. Party favors. 
Music by Jazz Forum All-Stars. Vocalist 
Kate Baker. Admission by $150, $250 or 
$500 tax-deductible donation per person. 
8:30 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

White Plains. Coliseum Night Club. 
Host: Tia Maria Montemurro. Tapas, 
desserts, cash bar. “Glitter & Gold 
Extravaganza.” Dancin’ Machine 11-piece 
band. DJ David Michael. Noisemakers, 
midnight champagne toast, showgirl 
dancers. $40. 8 p.m. 

White Plains. Sofrito. 
Masquerade ball. Open bar, 
9 a.m. to midnight. DJ Ninto 
and DJ Blay. Live ball drop, 
fireworks. $75 per person.

White Plains. The Melting 

Pot. Sirloin crostini, cheese fondue, 
lobster, filet mignon, chocolate fondue. 
Midnight champagne, hats, noisemakers. 
White Plains ball drop televised. $89.95 
per person. Seating at 8:30 p.m. or later.

Yonkers. Empire Terrace’s Good Time 
Room. Dinner buffet. Music by Bobby 
Lynch Orchestra. Midnight champagne 
toast. $150 per person. Begins at 9 p.m. 

Yonkers. Zuppa. Raw bar, passed 
antipasto. Four-course dinner. Open bar. 
DJ. $140 per person. Begins at 8 p.m.

Yorktown Heights. Don Tommaso’s 
Bistro Italiano. Three-course dinner. DJ 
and dancing to 2 a.m. $79 per person. 
Seating begins at 9 p.m.

continued from page 15

2016 New Year’s Eve Dining Guide

EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 122215
ADOPTION
My greatest wish is to adopt a baby. A 
loving home awaits with secure, educated 
woman. Expenses paid. Call Anne-Mi-
chele 1-877-246-1447. Text 516-305-0144 
or www.amadopt.info

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

HELP WANTED
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here! Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 

home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LEGALS
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
WHOLESOME GROWTH LLC d/b/a 
Kumon of White Plains. Arts of Org 
filed with Scy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
3/27/2015. Office location: WESTCHES-
TER county. SSNY  designated agent 
upon whom process may be served and 
shall mail copy of process against LLC to: 
476 SHELTON RD TRUMBULL, CT, 
06611. Principal business address: 600 
N BROADWAY WHITE PLAINS, NY 
10603. Purpose: any lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SO-
RENSEN HC ADVISORS LLC.  Articles 
of Incorporation filed with NY Secy of 
State (SSNY) on 7/7/14. Office location: 
Westchester County. SSNY is designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 15 Petersville Road, Mt. Kisco, NY 
10549. Purpose: General.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF GELIX, 
LLC. Art. of Org. filed with Sec’y of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 9/17/2015. Office 
location in Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 333 N. Bed-
ford Rd. Ste. 230, Mt. Kisco, NY 10549. 
Purpose: any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of Thrive HR Solu-
tions, LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY  
on 7/27/15. Office in Westchester County.  
SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: United States Corpora-
tion Agents, 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 
202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of M.J. Fish LLC 
filed with the Secretary of State of NY on 
November 17, 2015.  SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against may be served.  Office Lo-
cation: Westchester County.  SSNY shall 
mail process to 302 West Main Street, 
Suite 155, Avon, CT 06001.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.

NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics, 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

WANTED TO BUY
CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS Up 
to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Payment 
Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices Paid!! 
Call Juley Today! 800-413-3479 www.
CashForYourTestStrips.com

TOP CASH PAID ON THE SPOT! - WE 
BUY Baseball Cards, Autographs, Re-
cords, Silver Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jew-
elry, Comics Etc., Call Joe Today @ 914-
310-5153

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail  
classifieds@

theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49
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Carmel freshman Clare Cody (5) was wheeling and dealing last Monday, scoring 17 points against host Yorktown, but the Rams allowed the Huskers to go on a game-clinching 18-12 fourth-quarter run to 
pull away for a 62-53 win. Senior Hana Riddle led the youthful Rams with 20 points, providing a go-to option for a team with as many as six sophomores and freshmen (combined) making contributions to 
a solid rebuilding effort under longtime veteran Coach Dan O’Hare.

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS (PLEASE VISIT WWW.HVSP.PHOTOS

Cody 
Banks 
Home 
17 in 

Loss to 
Yorktown

Huskers 
Top Rams, 

62-53



Girls’ Hoops NotebookSports

Somers C Megan McHugh goes up for two in Tuskers’ 53-41 win 
over Mahopac in Tusker tourney last Friday.

RAY GALLAGHER/RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS

Somers frosh Livy Lipski sinks one of  five 3’s she would drain 
despite the defense of  Mahopac’s Natalie Scanlon.

Somers senior F Allison Arcidiacono pulls up for shot in Tusker 
tourney win over Mahopac.

Somers senior G Gabby Rosenzweig has excelled in all phases 
this season and earned an All-Tourney nod at Tusker Holiday 
tourney.

Somers Coach Kristi Dini’s boots were made for walking and 
the Tuskers have walked all over foes during a fresh 5-1 start.

Somers freshman wing Livy Lipski lit up Mahopac for 21 points – 
including 5 first-half  3’s -- and secured an All-Tourney nod in Somers 
Holiday Tournament.

Somers Beats Mahopac, Suffers 1st Loss,  
Settles for 2nd at Tusker Tourney

December 22- December 28, 201520 The Putnam Examiner



Boys’ Hoops NotebookSports

Panas Snags 2nd Tourney Title in Win Over Mahopac
Put Valley, Carmel Also Crowned Holiday Champs
By Ray Gallagher
Examiners Sports Editor
@Directrays

Lots of goodliness to recap this week; so 
much so that we don’t know where to start, 
but we’ll go straight to Walter Panas High 
and give Coach Shawn Sullivan’s Panthers 
a big ol’ tip of the hat for winning their 
second holiday tournament in as many 
weeks after the Panthers knocked off 
Mahopac, 53-50, for the Somers Holiday 
Tournament title last Saturday.

Panas sophomore Brandon Hodge did 
a little bit of everything and just enough 
to be named MVP of the tournament 
after scoring seven points, grabbing four 
boards, dishing four assists and making 
two steals. Panas’ Shakiem White scored 
14 points and snared eight boards and F 
Jeremy Keefe (10 points, 7 boards) was 
named to the All-Tournament team while 
Stephan Reyes added 10 points.

Panas (5-2) has now defeated Mahopac 
(2-4) twice in tournament action this 
season and looks like team that is ready for 
the rigors of league play once the holiday 
break ends. Keefe and White each had 12 
points and Hodge dished out 10 assists for 
the Panthers in a 56-45 win over Pawling.

“We are starting to come together as 
a team,” Coach Sully said. “I am really 
proud of the effort and “coach-ability” of 
these guys. Keefe and White are giving us 
an inside presence. Hodge is a true point 
guard. He is doing a great job controlling 
the game and letting us play fast but also 

run the offense when we need to. The 
key is they we need to keep getting better 
every day because our league is very good 
this year”

Mahopac was led by Christian Donahoe’s 
20 points and the All-Tournament efforts 
of point guard Andrew Ryan and G Aidan 
Hynes.

PUTNAM VALLEY also secured its 
own holiday tourney title with a 56-42 

win over Ramapo, but the 
surging Tigers (6-1), who 
now have wins over four 
Class AA teams and one 
Class A club, did so before a 
sparse crowd. Nonetheless, 
the Tigers prevailed behind 
some solid play from tourney 
MVP Joey Spinola and an all-
tourney nod from freshman 
Darnell Shillingford. Senior G 
Harrison Deegan scored 20 in 
the win for the Tigers, who will 
look to extract a small measure 
of revenge on two-time 
reigning Class B champion 
Woodlands today, with one eye 
on a looming date with Class 
B runner-up Briarcliff (1/7). 
These two huge tests should 
tell us a lot about the Tigers 
and their future as Class B title 
contenders.

BREWSTER had what could 
be a season-changing week, 
including a pair of buzzer-
beater wins over Putnam 
Valley, which squandered a 
17-point deficit. The Bears 

(4-2) saw Kieran Taylor win the 
game as time expired in a 48-46 
win over PV, which was followed 
up by Kevin Blank’s game-
winning shot against RCK. 

“We’ll get after you, that’s for 
sure; there’s no quit in our kids,” Bears 
Coach Tom Nelligan said.

OSSINING got smoked 
mid-week by host Fox 
Lane in a 71-53 loss 
but a 73-55 toppling of 
CARMEL is indicative of 
the damage the Pride can 
inflict when sophomore 
Alan Griffin gets going. 
The swingman went for a 
career-high 31 points and 
grabbed eight rebounds 
against the tough-to-
get-a-read-on Rams. 
Obie Toppin added 15 
points and six rebounds 
for Ossining. Quinn 
Willman led Carmel with 
17 points and then hit the 
game-winning trey in a 
45-43 win over Croton-
Harmon, which gave the 
Rams (3-4) the Mayclim 
Tournament title last 
Saturday when Matt 
Haughney won MVP 
honors with 11 points. 
Carmel G Ryan Train 
did some major damage 

(19 points) while garnering All-Tourney 
honors.

Lakeland’s Trevor McCarthy (24) finds himself  
surrounded by high-flying Husker Jesse Bambach and 
Tanner Dyslin in Huskers’ 51-38 win over Hornets.

Mahopac’s Jonathan Jacklett and Christian Donahoe turn up 
the heat on Panas G Brandon Ramos in Panther win over 
Indians.

RICK KUPERBERG/RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Walter Panas G Brandon Hodge goes up for two 
in Somers tourney win over Mahopac where the 
super soph snagged MVP honors.

Somers soph Lorenzo Bicknese fights through a scrum with Mahopac’s 
Andrew Ryan and Ryan Vitkus in Indians’ tourney win over Tuskers last 
Friday.

Ossining’s Obie Toppin fires J in recent loss to Fox 
Lane.
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Wrestling NotebookSports

Sectional Champion Putnam Valley Eyeing Three-Peat
By Tony Pinciaro

It has been a steady progression for the 
Putnam Valley varsity wrestling team, 
which began in 2000 under the stabilizing 
guidance of founder and current coach 
Will Carano.

Each year, the Tigers kept adding new 
accomplishments to the program’s history 
and it was only a matter of time before 
they scaled the summit. Putnam 
Valley asserted itself in the 2013-14 
season and raised its stature from 
excellent wrestling program to 
elite when Putnam Valley won the 
Section 1 Division II championship 
and Carano was named the Section 
1 Wrestling Coach of the year. 
Proving it was not a one-year 
wonder, Putnam Valley answered 
by defending its Section 1 team title 
and winning a second consecutive 
Section 1 Division II championship 
last year.

Even though Pearl River upset 
Putnam Valley for the Division II 
Dual-Meet title earlier this month, 
the Tigers are determined to 
make it a three-peat in February 
at the Section 1 Division II team 
championship.

Carano, a Section 1 wrestling 
champion for Mahopac, established 
a solid foundation in year one and 
he and his wrestlers kept building 
on it. The turning point occurred 
when Carano created the Putnam 
Valley youth wrestling program.

“It gave kids a foundation and 
this allowed us to create a pool of 
incoming athletes with positional 
skills and sport awareness they would not 
have without it as they entered ninth grade 
or modified,” Carano said.  “Those youth 
athletes would be far more fundamentally 
solid that they instantly could provide a 
flow and intensity to the room you can’t 
achieve otherwise.

  “Now, these wrestlers are experienced 
enough to build what very well might 
be the most critical component of any 
wrestling room, the “skilled” workout 
partner framework that would expedite 
the growth of the room as a whole by 
providing all the athletes in the room 
immediate models of success.”

Carano said the final piece to the 
equation was when Putnam Valley 
wrestlers began training and competing 
year-round by going to the Iowa Style 
Wrestling School, run by former Mahopac 
sectional and state champ, John Degl.

Carano also approached his schedule 
with fervor, wanting his wrestlers to 
experience high-caliber competition both 
locally and throughout the state, from 
Long Island to upstate.

“Creating a schedule that year-to-year 
had a very strong representative piece of 

that upper-tier, state-level competitive 
athletes gave each of our athletes a better 
idea what is needed to compete at the 
state level,” Carano said.

All of the components that Carano had 
in place came to fruition. Before winning 
consecutive Section 1 team titles, Putnam 
Valley finished either second or third the 
three prior years.

Putnam Valley is led this year by 
four former sectional champs – captain 
Satoshi Abe, Mikey Bruno and Kyle Sams. 
The Tigers also welcomed back captains 
Noah Kelvas and Jared Eliopoulos. Both 
wrestlers missed last year because of 
injuries. Kelvas, a sectional champ in 2012 
and 3rd in 2014, and Eiopoulos are youth-
program graduates. Senior Jake Melikian 
returns to the mat after a couple of years 
away, said Carano.

The Tigers also have the next generation 
of Carano’s as the coach’s son – Will – 
debuted as a seventh-grader. 

When it comes to MAHOPAC, the 
discussion begins with senior Mike 
DiNardo, the 2015 Section 1 Large-School 
195-pound champion. DiNardo went on 
to finish fourth in the state last year.

DiNardo has shown that he will be 
the sectional favorite to win this year. 
DiNardo, who went 34-4 last year, is 
currently 16-0 with 15 first-period pins 
and a technical fall. DiNardo has allowed 
one point this season. 

“Mike is having at great year,” Mahopac 
coach Dennis DiSanto said. “Mike’s 
confidence has grown over the years 

and with that his technique has become 
flawless. He’s a leader on the team and 
despite all his success, he remains very 
humble and is a role model for the 
younger wrestlers.”

Mahopac returns a solid core around 
DiNardo, including two sectional place-
finishers.

Garrett Semenetz (99 pounds) is back 

after a 33-6 record and third-place finish 
last year. He is off to a 7-2 start. Mike 
Muldoon (126) finished 33-9 and finished 
fifth in the section last year. Muldoon 
currently sports an 11-2 record. Mike 
Delehanty (285) and Alex Rabinowitz 
(120) also comprise this core and are 12-4 
and 11-3, respectively. Anthony Martins, 
a divisional champion last year, is 3-0 
on the season. This shows the depth of 
Mahopac’s lineup.

YORKTOWN is off to a good start 
under the guidance of second-year coach 
Eric Fama, a Section 1 Large-School 
wrestling champion for New Rochelle in 
2004.

The Cornhuskers are led by the quartet 
of Pat Patierno (138 pounds), Ross 
Mandel (145), Connor Thomas (160) and 
Josh Grant (182), who have combined 
for 50 wins. Patierno, a two-time Section 
1 Large-School qualifier, Mandel and 
Grant lead the team with 13 wins apiece. 
Mandel, Thomas and Grant were one win 
away from finishing in the top six to earn 
all-section honors.

“All four wrestlers put in the work 
during the offseason by going to wrestling 

clubs and hitting the weights,” Fama said. 
“It’s really paying off this season.”

Yorktown recently held its annual 
dual-meet tournament and finished 
third, defeating Somers in the third-
place match.

Since the inception of the large-school, 
small-school format in 2004, HEN HUD 
has always been in the large-school 

division. This year, the Sailors venture 
into new territory as a small school. 
Hen Hud recently advanced to the 
semifinals of the Division II (small 
school) Dual-Meet Championships.

The Sailors are led by seniors 
Sebastian Burbano, Jordan Artope, 
Ryan Logudice and Will Villa.

“Ryan was our heavyweight last year 
and weighed around 240,” Hen Hud 
assistant coach Shane Turrone said. 
“Ryan dropped 20 pounds and is now 
wrestling at 220. He is a hard worker 
and I think he can do well in small 
school this year.”

Artope, who is wrestling at 182, is off 
to an 8-0 start, including takedowns in 
the final 10 seconds for victories.

“Jordan is also a hard worker and 
one of the best wrestlers I have seen 
when it comes to clock management,” 
said Turrone, a former sectional place-
finisher for Hen Hud. “He never gets 
himself in bad position and 90 percent 
of his matches go six minutes. Jordan 
is in some serious shape.”

Turrone said Burbano has been 
wrestling at 170, but will probably drop 
to 160 for divisionals and sectionals.

“Sebastian is our most talented 
wrestler,” Turrone said. “He did a lot in 

the offseason. He survived the 28-day J. 
Robinson came. He has an awesome work 
ethic and is a great captain. Everyone 
respects him and he is a great example to 
the younger kids on the team.”

SOMERS, coached by Ron DiSanto, 
Dennis DiSanto’s brother, has a trio of 
wrestlers with 13 wins – senior Max 
Freebern (170), William DiBenedetto 
(132) and promising eighth-grader 
Matthew Kelly (138). 

“Matt has been a nice addition to the 
team,” Ron DiSanto said. “He’s a good 
kid and a fierce competitor. It’s exciting 
to know he’ll be around for a while, and 
at the same time, he’s making an impact 
on the present.”

Sophomore Antonio Vieira (182) is 
10-5, followed by veteran and junior 
Graham Roediger (126) at 8-4 and 
classmate Messiah Horne (195), who is 
7-2 in his first year on the mats.

BREWSTER features a pair of 2015 
sectional place-finishers in Grant Cuomo 
(152) and Mike Larm (285). Cuomo was 
a runner-up and Larm finished third. 
The duo, along with Nick Panucci,  
are all 11-1.

Putnam Valley captain Kyle Sams is one of  four Section 1 champions in Coach Will Carano’s stable.
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When I first came 
upon the local sports 
circuit as a wide-eyed 
cub reporter back in 
the winter of 1989, 
I had envisioned 
myself being assigned 
to the major Class 
A basketball games 
between teams 
like Peekskill and 
Lakeland or Yorktown 
and Mahopac; 
for these were the 
successful programs 

when I first cut my teeth on the job with 
the now-extinct North County News.

However, then-Sports Editor Skip 
Pearlman had other plans for me. The 
Pearl, as we called him back in the day, 
sent me south on slogs to cover Hen Hud 
wrestling, which I wasn’t too thrilled 
about until I happened upon an eventual 
two-time NYS champion named Anthony 
Alberti, so I grew to love wrestling and 

eventually won the Section 1 Wrestling 
Writer of the Year honor when Croton-
Harmon wrestling Coach Sam Occihipinti 
pushed for me (I’ll never forget that, Sam) 
in the early ‘90s.

Croton was another place Pearlman 
would send me to, and I remember being 

none too fond of it, at first; for Croton 
was a Class C school on the outskirts of 
our coverage zone, so it almost seemed 
like a punishment to a rookie reporter 
who yearned for a piece of Class A scene 
and the hype and hoopla of the Lakeland/
Panas rivalry.

But that was Pearlman’s baby, so off I 
trekked to Croton, 35 millimeter camera 
and six rolls of black and white film in tow. 
I would soon discover 
something very special 
about the ambiance of 
Croton-Harmon High 
and the well-dressed and 
equally well-groomed 
coach on the Croton 
hoops sideline. Billy 
Thom’s Tigers could 
pack the house back then, just as they do 
today; because Billy T (as I would grow to 
call him) could draw blood from a stone 
when it came to getting the most from his 
student athletes, and, sadly, this will be 
his last season, as he recently announced 

he will be stepping down at the 
conclusion of his 40th season.

There were times when Thom’s 
teams weren’t anything special on 
paper, but his players would crash 
through walls for him, packing 
a boatload of fundamentals into 
their often-undersized frames while 
snaring 11 league championships 
and appearing in two Section 1 title 
tilts. I would come to find out that 
Class C basketball was every bit as 
competitive and fun as Class A ball, 
so long as Billy T was patrolling 
the sidelines, reverently working 

the refs like few could; pushing the 
envelope as much as possible without 
crossing the line of indiscretion (on most 
nights).

And when he did have above-average 
talent – players like Greg Muller, 
Nick DiMaggio, Matt Montana, Greg 
Robertson and Ben Martucci and his sons, 

Billy and Ian – Thom could often be found 
at the County Center, or at least one win 
away from the Final 4 with those trusty, 
loyal sidekicks by his side: Assistants like  
Steve Purcigliotti, Nick Nastasi, Don 
Daubney, Dave Carr, Jimmy Higgins and 
Joe Streany Sr.

Saunders Coach Anthony Nicodemo 
is another branch off Thom’s coaching 
tree, having served under him in the ’90s. 

His methods rubbed off and 
remain a part of Nicodemo.

“I've had the pleasure of 
working under some great 
coaches as an assistant, and 
Billy has had the biggest 
impact on my basketball 
career,” said Nicodemo, who 
guided Saunders to the Class 

AA Final 4 last year. “And 16 years later 
I still use things I learned from him. He's 
a tremendous mentor to many, and the 
local basketball community will not be the 
same without him.”

Thom could tête-à-tête basketball with 
a mute, so long as they appeared to be 
listening, but more often than not he had 
your attention simply because he cared 
more about Section 1 basketball more 
than most guys ever did. 

In the 40 years he’s graced the Croton-
Harmon hardwood, very little has 
changed; other than the way parents throw 
themselves into the fray these days and 
the Tigers moving up to Class B. Thom’s 
teams still run through walls for him, they 
are still among the most fundamentally 
sound and best-coached players in Section 
1 and he’s still needling the officials, who 
have respected his class since Day 1 back 
in 1985. 

And that is why I was saddened to hear 
the news that Billy T, who dubbed me the 
Kiss of Death because I usually showed up 
for his biggest games (many losses), would 
be retiring at the conclusion of the 2016 
season. He has meant as much to Section 1 
basketball as anyone before him, and there 

should be a place in the NYS Hall of Fame 
for him sometime down the line, because 
they only make plaques for guys that 
matter, and Thom, fast approaching 400 
career wins with a lifetime record of 390-
240, means more to Croton and Section 1 
hoops than most folks ever did. 

Take a bow on your way out, my friend; 
you’ve earned it…

Hey listen up, my man Rick Kuperberg 
is a beyond-your-imagination-good 
photographer who has been styling on 
the pages of the Examiners for about two-
plus years now. He does this selflessly 
(sans pay), folks, so hit up his website 
(www.HVSP.photos) and throw him the 
bone I can’t by hitting up his galleries and 
actually purchasing a photo rather than 
swiping one from him. Otherwise, they’ll 
be less photos and more of my drivel in 
these pages…

Matt Mello resigned as football coach 
at Putnam Valley High last Friday and 
that became one of the sadder days in 
PV sports history. Mello, who took the 
program to its only Class B Final 4 last 
October, is about the best thing to ever 
happen to the football program, and will 
be surely be missed as he seeks to develop 
what would be a promising administrative 
career. That said, the business of replacing 
the coach is the next order of business. 
Mello is suggesting his J.V. Coach Ryan 
Elsasser become his replacement, but 
there are sure to be inquiries from others, 
including Croton-Harmon Coach John 
Catano. The ‘Big Cat’, a two-time Section 
1 champion, will be idle this fall because 
Croton will not field a varsity team in 
2016, as the program attempts to rebuild 
from within its J.V. and modified ranks. 
That leaves Catano with both time on his 
hands and interest in the PV gig. Whoever 
it is, he has some big shoes to fill. 

With all due respect to political 
correctness (as if!): Merry Christmas and 
Happy Kwanza and any other holy holiday 
you may celebrate this week. 

Gymnastics Hoops NotebookSports

continued from page 21
Panas Snags 2nd Tourney Title in Win Over Mahopac

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports 
Editor 

Croton’s Thom Terrific Set to Call It Quits at Year’s End

NWE/PUTNAM FAB FIVE 
No.1 PUTNAM VALLEY – Yeah, the 

Tigers (7-1) were defeated by Brewster in 
shocking fashion, but in the big picture 
that loss will probably end up having kept 
some egos in check and serving them well. 
Just ask Class B hopeful Pleasantville, 
which wound up on the shy side of a 72-30 
thrashing the next day. Harrison Deegan 
had 18 points while Kevin Gallagher and 
Anders Spittal each added 11 for the Tigers.

No.2 HEN HUD – The Sailors (4-2) 
simply did not measure up against a pair 
of legit Class A foes last week when they 
fell to Rye and Lourdes, but we’re still 
thinking Class A quarterfinals or bust for 

Jesse Breeding -- who had 23 points and 15 
rebounds in an earlier win over Edgemont 
and 27 points in a disconcerting loss to Rye 
-- and the boys in blue.

No.3 YORKTOWN – Husker G Nick 
DeGennaro had 22 points, four rebounds 
and four assists while Tanner Dyslin 
17 points and five boards for Class AA 
Huskers (3-3) in a 58-31 triumph of host 
Lakeland, which saw Nick Fazio go for 
16. Gotta get over and see the Huskers in 
person this week to see if indeed they are 
better than Ossining, Panas, Brewster and 
the rest of those currently behind them. 
Having not seen the Huskers in person, 
we’re going on coaching, rep and street 

cred right now.
No.4 PANAS – Coach Sully’s Panthers 

(5-2) are flying below the radar right 
now and we’re so stoked to see how this 
interesting League I-B race between the 
Panthers, Hen Hud and Ossining plays 
out. We’re not ruling out Lakeland yet, but 
will the real Hornets please stand up.

No.5 BREWSTER – Impossible to 
ignore what Coach Nelly’s Bears (4-2) did 
last week, including the last-second win 
over Put Valley, which, you would think, 
would provide more street cred in this 
poll, and while we concur with that notion 
we still have the whiff of that second-half 
collapse to Lakeland fresh in our minds. 

But the cardiac kids do have a penchant for 
pulling out close games, which bodes well 
in a league they could conceivably finish 
2nd in (behind Fox Lane).

HM OSSINING – Coach Casey’s Pride 
(4-2) looked like they were hung over after 
getting crushed by Fox Lane and being 
shut out for the entire first quarter against 
RCK before rebounding for a 55-48 win, 
in which Obie Toppin had 16 points, Alan 
Griffin scored 14 and A.J. Stokeley added 
10. This trio is lethal but they need to play 
together consistently; perhaps beating 
a Fox Lane and/or the rest of the upper 
crust in Class AA is too much to expect  
this season.

As dapper as ever, Croton Coach Bill Thom works the refs 
last weekend from the sideline he’s roamed for 40 years.

Direct 
Rays
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Mahopac G Andrew Ryan was flying high in the Indians’ 55-40 opening-round tournament win over Kevin Olifiers (15), Gio Tradito (L) and the host Tuskers in the Somers 
Holiday Tournament last Friday. Ryan secured an All-Tournament nod along with teammate Aidan Hynes but the Indians settled for second when they were defeated for the 
second time in a week by tournament champion Walter Panas, 53-50, Saturday… see Boys’ Hoops Notebook
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Flyin’ 
Ryan!

Mahopac Can’t Avenge Panas, 
Settles for 2nd in Somers Tourney


