
By David Propper
The Putnam County Legislature 

adopted a proposed $151 million budget 
Wednesday night, but it took a nearly all-
night affair and plenty of in-fighting to get 
there.

The 2016 county budget, which was 
adopted by a paper-thin 5-4 vote, was a 
calamity from the start with the increased 
health insurance contribution proposal for 
retirees the center of heated contention. 
Lawmakers bickered amongst each other 
(Ginny Nacerino and Kevin Wright--the 
main showdown), a vocal crowd akin to a 
Mets World Series game lobbied shots at 
legislators, and a protest occurred outside 
the old county courthouse prior to the 
meeting, the pouring rain doing little to 
deter or dampen their resolve.

The healthcare revision schedule tied 
the increased contribution to how much 
a retiree earns from their pension and is 
as follows: Less than $20,000- 8 percent 
contribution; 10,000-19,999-10 percent 
contribution; $20,000-29,999- 13 percent 
contribution, $30,000-39,999- 18 percent 
contribution; $40,000-$64,999- 25 
percent; more than 65,000- 30 percent 

contribution. The contribution increase 
won’t take effect until April of next year 
and is expected to affect more than 350 
retirees. 

The lawmakers that opposed the change 
tried to persuade fellow legislators to put 
off a decision and discuss the issue further 
for at least the next couple months, but it 
fell on deaf ears.

Legislator Kevin Wright said to solve 
some of the fiscal woes of this budget 
without targeting retirees, the county 
should delay paying off all of its pension 
debt and split it in two, leading to 
additional $1.8 million on hand with an 
eventual $68,000 additional charge for 
not paying it all off this year. 

He reminded other legislators they 
vowed last January to discuss significant 
issues within the county far in advance 
of October budget meetings to do all due 
diligence. He said the decision to increase 
the health contribution could affect 
retirees and current county workers for 
“the rest of their lives.” He described the 
proposal as “horrific legislation.”

He questioned why the county was 
surpassing further public input and what 

were his colleagues “so afraid of ” by not 
making every attempt to have everyone 
speak their piece regarding the proposal. 
Wright said an even stronger solution 
could be discovered by delaying the 
legislation. 

“Maybe this is a good experiment 
to start with, but you haven’t done any 
laboratory preparations” Wright said of 
the healthcare change. “You’ve thrown 
some chemicals together and decided 
it was a worthy endeavor. Do a real 
experiment”

Legislator Dini LoBue described the 

process as wrong and unfair. She said 
every stake- holder, including retirees 
and union members, should come to the 
table to find a resolution that would be 
favorable to everyone. She noted it wasn’t 
by mistake the legislature was brought 
into the discussion as late as it was. 

Once again, she panned the county for 
its spending. LoBue has been constant 
critic of money going into the Putnam 
County Golf Course and Tilly Foster 
Farm, both county properties.  

“This is a self-inflicting crisis that 

By David Propper
Not once, but twice an indictment 

brought by the Putnam County District 
Attorney’s Office against Westchester 
County attorney George Galgano has 
been dismissed, a judge ruled last week.

Galgano had been accused of bribing 
an alleged sexual assault victim to prevent 
her from testifying against a former client, 
but Westchester County Court Judge 
David Zuckerman tossed the indictment 
citing Galgano “merely participated in the 
arguably proper conduct for a criminal 
defense attorney.” This is the second 
time Zuckerman threw the case out, an 
indictment that detractors of District 
Attorney Adam Levy claim was only done 
because of a political vendetta. 

Zuckerman noted that the “hallmark of 
a conspiracy” is an agreement to be part 
of criminal conduct. Evidence presented 
to the grand jury “does not establish 
every element of any of the offenses 
charged,” part of Zuckerman’s ruling 
stated. Additionally, the presentation was 
defective because of lack corroboration 
for accomplice testimony and numerous 

evidentiary and other errors occurred 
which forced the dismissal, Zuckerman 
ruled.

“The Grand Jury presentation does not 
show any such agreement by Defendant 
Galgano,” Zuckerman wrote. “Rather, 
there is considerable evidence that he was 
concerned and upset upon learning that 
certain taped conversations appeared to 
erroneously suggest that the accomplice 
had offered money to the sexual assault 
victim not to appear in the grand jury.”

Zuckerman threw out the initial charges 
against Galgano over the winter because 
of how the DA’s office presented to the 
grand jury back then, but gave prosecutors 
the ability to search 20 computers taken 
from Galgano’s and others’ offices and 
homes. The allegations against Galgano 
stem from his representation of Mahopac 
restaurateur Lani “Ariano” Zaimi, who 
was charged with rape of an 18-year-old 
waitress. 

He no longer represents Zaimi, who 
escaped with a mistrial last year and is 
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CORRECTION
In The Putnam Examiner’s Election Guide profile of  Jaime McGlasson, Kent Town 
Board candidate, the article inaccurately stated the candidate believes the town 
“should consider reducing its workforce.” The reporter assigned to the preview had 
asked in an email if  there are any areas of  town government that could be reduced 
and he mistook the word “personal” for the word “personnel.” In fact, the word 
“personal” wasn’t even an answer McGlasson gave to a subsequent question but 
rather a question from our reporter about her “personal” background. The article 
also incorrectly stated that McGlasson said the town did not need to provide new 
services. This error occurred due to the reporter misinterpreting the answer to an 
unclear question. We greatly regret the errors and offer our sincerest apologies. 
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have retirees pay more toward their health insurance.
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By Martin Wilbur
The former Horace Greeley High School 

theater teacher who resigned following a 
complaint of inappropriate contact with 
students was arrested last Wednesday 
for having engaged in sexual assault and 
multiple instances of improper sexual 
contact.

Christopher Schraufnagel, 41, 
of Manhattan, surrendered to law 
enforcement authorities and was 
arraigned on Oct. 28 in New Castle Justice 
Court on seven charges, including one 
felony count of third-degree criminal sex 
act, for allegedly having had oral sexual 
contact with a 15-year-old student at the 
school sometime between May 1 and June 
24, 2011, according to the Westchester 
County district attorney’s office.

In addition, Schraufnagel was charged 
with two counts of endangering the 
welfare of a child, a Class A misdemeanor, 
and four counts of third-degree sex abuse, 
a Class B misdemeanor. 

New Castle police and the district 
attorney’s Special Prosecutions Division 
conducted the investigation, which 
commenced last spring, said Lucien 
Chalfen, a spokesman for District 
Attorney Janet DiFiore. Schraufnagel 
faces up to four years in jail if convicted 
of the offenses.

Bail was set at $12,000 for Schraufnagel, 
a popular teacher at Horace Greeley High 

School for 12 years who led the theater 
program before his departure. Chalfen 
said Friday that Schraufnagel had made 
bail.

In addition to the alleged incident in 
2001, sometime between Dec. 1 and Dec. 
25, 2014, Schraufnagel asked a student to 
participate in a slideshow kissing every 
student in one of his classes while he 
took pictures, according to the complaint. 
Another student was allegedly directed 

by Schraufnagel to have the same student 
kiss additional students, both male and 
female, while being photographed. 

He then publicly displayed the 
slideshow to another class in an attempt 
to humiliate them, the complaint stated.

Between Oct. 1, 2014 and June 5, 2015, 
the defendant has also been accused of 
engaging in numerous inappropriate 
conversations with strong sexual 
overtones and having had sexual contact 
with another student at the school.

Chappaqua School District spokesman 
David Hayes issued a one-paragraph 
statement following the arrest on behalf 
of Superintendent Dr. Lyn McKay, calling 
the matter “deeply troubling.”

McKay also sent a letter to families 
explaining the situation. She stated that in 
the coming weeks school personnel will 
have a dialogue with families about how 
they can talk to their children about the 
incident and what the district is doing to 
ensure a safe environment.

“An arrest of this nature has a profound 
effect on our community,” McKay wrote. 
“We know that some students may be 
talking about information that may make 
them feel confused or anxious. Their 
teachers, as well as our clinical staff and 
guidance counselors, are well‐prepared 
to address their concerns. Also, they can 
provide additional resources for students 
and families.”

Last June, Schraufnagel was placed on 
paid leave following a complaint lodged 
to New Castle police by a student who 
graduated. Last spring’s theater program 
production was abruptly canceled about 
a week before the school district’s action 
to place Schraufnagel on paid leave. 
He resigned from his position in early 
September.

Former Greeley Teacher Charged With Sexual Assault

Former Horace Greeley High School drama 
teacher Christopher Scrhraufnagel.
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Being a local favorite since the roaring 20’s is something to talk about! 
Our famous Muscoot Mussels, Tender Bone-In Rib Eye, Thin Crust Pizza’s 

and Juicy Burgers, has kept our customers coming back time and time 
again. We use the freshest, locally sourced ingredients, grass fed beef and 
our seafood comes fresh off the boat everyday! Stop in and experience our 

cozy tavern, and be part of what everyone is talking about.
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and discover what everyone is talking about!

Experience

105 Somerstown Turnpike, Katonah, NY (Corner of Rt. 100 and Rt. 35) 
www.muscoottavern.com 914•232•2800 
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and it is the best it has ever been!”

—Gary Kollberg
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By David Propper 
A sole Putnam County employee is 

soon to be out of a job after the county 
Legislature voted narrowly to reshuffle 
positions in the Bureau of Emergency 
Services.

Jim Ciulla, an emergency system-
planning administrator, lost his 
$50,000-a-year job after legislators voted 
by a 5-4 count to cut his position and 
instead make room for another deputy 
commissioner and a CAD administrative 
position. Later on, the legislature voted 
unanimously to offer Ciulla the county 

buyout program, which would give him 
additional incentives. 

Legislator Roger Gross, who voted to 
keep Ciulla, pointed out a position is being 
cut, even though in the budget address at 
the start of the month stated there would 
be no layoffs to the county workforce. He 
said Ciulla is qualified and could cross-
train to operate the CAD system. 

Legislator Kevin Wright said he didn’t 
think the budget process was the time 
to meddle in department restructuring 
and adding new positions. He said any 
comprehensive personnel decisions 

should have been brought before the 
legislature months ago-- a directive 
lawmakers gave to the county executive 
last year.  

Legislator Dini LoBue stated she 
thought legislators--all Republicans--
were trying to shrink government, but 
by adding two new positions, including 
another deputy commissioner that would 
be a first in the bureau’s history, it does 
the opposite. The deputy position would 
be roughly $80,000 (this year it’ll be 
60,0000 because a person would be hired 
after April) and the CAD administrator 

positions would be $50,000. 
She also voiced support for Ciulla, a 

Mahopac volunteer fire fighter, and called 
him an asset to the county.

Other legislators said they were 
putting their trust in Emergency Service 
Commissioner Tony Sutton, who 
requested the personnel changes. 

Legislator Ginny Nacerino said 
Sutton made a “compelling argument” 
in executive session why the two new 
positions are necessary. Legislator Barbara 

continued on next page

Ciulla Out at Emergency Services; White House on County Campus to be Sold
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Jim Ciulla of  Mahopac fights to keep his job. He spoke at a public hearing on Oct. 26, but to no avail.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Legislators Joe Castellano and Dini LoBue might have ben sitting next to each other all night, but the two 
didn’t agree on much, if  anything.
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Scuccimarra added, “we put our faith” 
in Sutton to get the emergency services 
on the right track, as former emergency 
services commissioner Adam Stiebeling, 
who was at the meeting, watched. 

Legislator Joe Castellano stressed the 
county is in the vicinity of Indian Point 
and the county needs to rely on Sutton 
to improve emergency services in the 
county. LoBue shot back legislators 
supporting the new positions were “fear 
mongering.”

Ciulla, who has advocated for himself 

throughout the budge process, spoke 
at the public hearing on Oct. 26. Ciulla 
thanked the four legislators that have 
supported him and tried to save his 
position over the past few weeks. 

For the five that voted to eliminate his 
job, he posed a “unique challenge.”

“Put politics aside, reach down deep 
into your heart and support Bureau of 
Emergency Services public safety,” he said. 
“Put that first for the residents of Putnam 
County and save my job position. That 
job position provides essential services.”
White House To Be Sold

The little white house on the road that 
leads up to the county office building is 
soon to be on sale, despite attempts by 
some legislators to hold onto the property 
going forward.

In a 4-4 vote with one abstention from 
Legislator Bill Gouldman, a motion failed 
to hold onto the building that used to 
house Legal Aid before it outgrew the 
space. The property is currently vacant 
and selling it would be considered 
revenue--somewhere near $200,000--for 
the budget this year.

Legislator Toni Addonizio fought to 

keep the property, part of the county 
campus, arguing the county could rent 
the space out rather than sell it. After 
touring the house a couple weeks ago, 
Addonizio said while the outside steps 
are in disrepair, the first floor inside was 
suitable and the upstairs could possibly be 
used as storage. 

Addonizio, a real estate broker, said 
there is a property on Glenieda Avenue 
that is a 14,020 square foot shared office 
space that’s being rented for $2,600-per-
month. While the county might not get 
that amount, it could potentially rent it 
out for a figure around that number, she 
said. 

Legislature Chairman Carl Albano said 
if the county rented the space instead of 
selling, it would require the county to 
perform maintenance on the building 
and opened the county up to liability. He 
added if sold, the property would go back 
on the tax rolls, adding some $8,000 in 
revenue for the Town of Carmel.

“I don’t have a strong opinion either 
way,” he said. “I don’t think it’s one of our 
more valuable properties.”

Legislator Ginny Nacerino said the 
county could also consider leasing to sell 
with a perspective buyer going forward 
this year. The building isn’t crucial to the 
county campus, Nacerino said. 

Legislator Dini LoBue said she 
thought the building was in “very good” 
condition and she was under the previous 
impression that it had to be knocked 
down. She said with the county always 
tight for work space, it would be best to 
hold onto it. 

“This could be a location for the 
(Economic Development Corporation) 
or (Industrial Development Agency),” 
LoBue said. “It’s an asset. We never know 
when we need additional space.”

Legislator Kevin Wright, who as former 
district attorney said the DA’s office used 
to use the building, stressed once a part of 
the county campus is sold off, it would be 
more costly to ever get it back. 

“Anything that narrows the choke point 
of the exit of the county office building is a 
very, very foolish move,” Wright said.  

Ciulla Out at Emergency Services; White House on County Campus to be Sold

SALVATORE M. Di COSTANZO
ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

RESIDENT OF HARRISON
In-Home Visits May Be Available Upon Request

• Selected as a 2015 New York Metro Area Super Lawyer

• Recipient of the 2014 Above the Bar Award

• Past Chair of the Westchester County Bar Elder Law Committee

• Member, New York State Bar Assoc. Elder Law Section Executive Committee

• Member, National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys

Practice areas primarily focused on
Medicaid Planning   •   Special Needs Planning   •   Planning for Home Care

Planning for Nursing Home Care   •   Wills   •   Trusts   •   Medicaid Applications
Guardianships and Estates   •   Assets Protection Planning

 350 Theodore Fremd Avenue 2074 Crompond Road
 Rye, NY 10580 Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

Tel: 914-925-1010      Fax: 914-925-1011
Email: smd@mfd-law.com      Website: www.plantodayfortomorrow.com

a partner with the firm Maker, Fragale & Di Costanzo, LLP

Tel: 914-245-2440    Fax: 914-245-7403

SALVATORE M. Di COSTANZO
ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

RESIDENT OF HARRISON
In-Home Visits May Be Available Upon Request

• Selected as a 2015 New York Metro Area Super Lawyer

• Recipient of the 2014 Above the Bar Award

• Past Chair of the Westchester County Bar Elder Law Committee

• Member, New York State Bar Assoc. Elder Law Section Executive Committee

• Member, National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys

Practice areas primarily focused on
Medicaid Planning   •   Special Needs Planning   •   Planning for Home Care

Planning for Nursing Home Care   •   Wills   •   Trusts   •   Medicaid Applications
Guardianships and Estates   •   Assets Protection Planning

 350 Theodore Fremd Avenue 2074 Crompond Road
 Rye, NY 10580 Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

Tel: 914-925-1010      Fax: 914-925-1011
Email: smd@mfd-law.com      Website: www.plantodayfortomorrow.com

a partner with the firm Maker, Fragale & Di Costanzo, LLP

SALVATORE M. Di COSTANZO
ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

RESIDENT OF HARRISON
In-Home Visits May Be Available Upon Request

• Selected as a 2015 New York Metro Area Super Lawyer

• Recipient of the 2014 Above the Bar Award

• Past Chair of the Westchester County Bar Elder Law Committee

• Member, New York State Bar Assoc. Elder Law Section Executive Committee

• Member, National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys

Practice areas primarily focused on
Medicaid Planning   •   Special Needs Planning   •   Planning for Home Care

Planning for Nursing Home Care   •   Wills   •   Trusts   •   Medicaid Applications
Guardianships and Estates   •   Assets Protection Planning

 350 Theodore Fremd Avenue 2074 Crompond Road
 Rye, NY 10580 Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

Tel: 914-925-1010      Fax: 914-925-1011
Email: smd@mfd-law.com      Website: www.plantodayfortomorrow.com

a partner with the firm Maker, Fragale & Di Costanzo, LLP

continued from previous page

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Legislator Kevin Wright voted against the county 
budget this year.
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we have,” LoBue said. “We don’t have a 
revenue problem, we have a spending 
problem. We need to prioritize our 
spending and in my opinion, the retirees 
come first. People come first.”

Legislator Roger Gross stressed the 
county made a “promise” to retirees to 
keep their medical contribution where 
it was and not increase it. He added 
there were other areas of the budget 
the legislature could cut to make up the 
$400,000 hole the county is in.

“I think we have to show some integrity 
and respect for the people that are retirees 
in this county,” Gross said to a rousing 
applause. 

But those comments didn’t change the 
minds of the five legislators who stood 
by the proposal put forth by the county 
executive administration.

Legislature Chairman Carl Albano said 
the county has waited years to address 
an ongoing and deepening problem that 
is faced throughout the country and not 
just Putnam. The only fair action to take, 
Albano said, is to “have people participate 
in the increased cost.”

The medical benefits and associated 
costs offered to retirees is better than what 
many residents in other areas of work like 
the private sector receive, he said. 

“It breaks my heart,” Albano said, 

welcoming other ideas and solutions 
into the future, to which crowd members 
shouted back to table the decision for that 
to occur. 

Nacerino said the decision to increase 
the health insurance didn’t come 
lightly. She said she was focused on the 
“community at large and the greater 
good.” The promise the county offered 
retirees was the opportunity to obtain 
benefits, not to have the cost toward that 
insurance frozen forever. The legislature 
needed to consider other senior citizens, 
young families starting out, and small 
business owners, just to name a few, 
Nacerino said.

“What is missing here tonight is the 
silent majority,” Nacerino, who was 
interrupted several times, said. 

Legislator Joe Castellano, who also 
heard criticism while speaking, said the 
last time this proposal was discussed, 
it was in 2007 where the overall health 
insurance price tag was $2.7 million. 
Now, next year it would be an even larger 
$4.6 million. He said legislators looked 
to protect the most vulnerable retired 
workers by increasing the contribution as 
the pension went up. 

He added the tax cap, state mandates, 
and a subpar economy have all contributed 
to a difficult budget. 

“We can’t break the tax cap,” Castellano 
said. “We’re asking for your help.” 

In an interview after the vote to go 
forward with the healthcare changes 
passed, a disappointed CSEA president 
Jane Meunier-Gorman held nothing 
back. She called it “totally unfair” that 
the county didn’t discuss this issue at the 
negotiating table and didn’t give the union 

time to come up with a solid alternative 
plan. 

She said there are no longer “checks 
and balances” in Putnam between the two 
branches of government. 

“It’s really a burden on our retirees who 
have been retired for a long period of time 
for them to pay an exorbitant amount of 
money all of a sudden,” Meunier-Gorman 
said. “It’s not that we’re not willing to pay 
an additional fee, but you know what, it 
has to be fair across the board.”

With Healthcare Changes Center Stage, Split Leg. Adopts Budget
continued from page 1
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CSEA union members protested in the pouring rain before the county Legislature’s meeting to adopt the budget.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Deputy County Executive Bruce Walker speaks 
during a public hearing addressing the health 
insurance contribution controversy. 
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Program is a learning/work setting for high school students 
enrolled in the Teaching Academy supervised by a NYS Certi�ed Teacher
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For more information, please call Melissa Davis : 914.248.2214
Or visit pnwboces.org/tech
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Potty Trained 3-5 year olds for
TEENS & TOTS PreschoolPutnam|Northern Westchester
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By Jerry Eimbinder
Hudson Valley Restaurant Week has 

197 restaurants participating in its fall 
2015 program. Despite the word “Week” 
in its name, the program runs for a two-
week period beginning on November 2 
and ending on November 15.

The cost-to-dine remains exactly 
the same as it was in 2013 and 2014 
— $29.95 for a three-course, prix-fixe 
dinner (appetizer, main course, dessert) 
and $20.95 for a three-course lunch. 
Beverages from coffee to cocktails, tax 
and gratuity are additional. 

Some of the restaurants do not offer the 
prix-fixe menus every day and a number 
are closed on Mondays. At all restaurants, 
diners can opt to order from the regular 
menu instead of the prix-fixe menu. Go 
to the Hudson Valley Restaurant Week 
website for specific information about 
HVRW menu availability and hours of 
operation.

About 45 percent of the restaurants 
have posted their HVRW menus on the 
program’s website.

One-hundred-three of the restaurants 
are in Westchester County; the remainder 
are from Duchess County (32), Rockland 
County (23), Orange County (17), 
Putnam County (11), Ulster County (9) 
and Connecticut (2). 

The Putnam County participants are 
Cathryn’s Tuscan Grill (Cold Spring), 

Char Steakhouse, (Mahopac), Chophouse 
Grille (Mahopac), Clock Tower Grille 
(Brewster), Cold Spring Depot (Cold 
Spring), Dish Bistro & Wine Bar 
(Mahopac), Hudson House River Inn 
(Cold Spring), Il Laghetto (Mahopac), 
Ramiro’s 954 (Mahopac), Riverview 
Restaurant (Cold Spring), and Valley 
Restaurant at Garrison.

A few restaurants have surcharges for 
premium items on their HVRW menus. 

Restaurants are listed in A-to-Z 
alphabetical order on a website chart and 
the eateries can also be rearranged in 
alphabetical order by (1) county, (2) type 
of cuisine or  (3) town. 

“Book Now” reservations may be 
made directly for about 40 percent of 
the restaurants via the website through 

OpenTable. Reservation phone numbers 
are provided for restaurants that do not 
participate in OpenTable’s reservation 
system.  

Pros and cons associated with the 
program and tips for your visit follow:  
Advantages for diners
•	 Prestigious participants. Many of the 

region’s finest and most expensive dining 
establishments are represented.

•	 Wide restaurant participation. 197 
restaurants are participating.

•	 Exceptional value. Even if you are fussy, 
the prices represent an inexpensive way 
to eat at many elite places at a fraction 
of the normal menu cost and a way to 
try previously unvisited restaurants.

•	 Speedy service. Kitchens usually 
operate efficiently because of the 
limited number of items on the HVRW 
menu.

Disadvantages for diners
•	 Less attentive wait staffs. Since HVRW 

patrons pay less for their meals, waiters 
and waitresses may provide poor service 
assuming that tips received from these 
guests will be lower than received from 
other customers.

•	 No side-dish substitutions may be 
allowed. To alleviate the kitchen 
overload, many restaurants adhere 
firmly to a “no substitutions” rule for 
side dishes.

•	 Smaller portions. Restaurants may 

skimp in the portion sizes of their 
dishes to offset the reduced prices they 
must charge.

•	 The customer is more likely to see 
items that cost the restaurant less in the 
marketplace than its most outstanding 
food.

•	 Seating time restrictions. Previously, 
some restaurants have offered patrons 
the HVRW menu only during non-
prime-time dining periods.

Recommendations
•	 Reserve quickly. Popular upscale 

restaurants fill up fast.
•	 Be flexible. When you make your 

reservation, be prepared to ask what 
dates are still open should the one you 
prefer not be available.

•	 Arrive ahead of your reservation time. 
The most popular places will be packed 
to capacity. You may be asked to wait 
awhile.

•	 When seated, ask for the HVRW menu 
if not given one. Some restaurants 
provide it only if requested.
Hudson Valley Restaurant Week is 

held twice a year. The program debuted 
annually in 2006 and became a semi-
annual event in 2012. The next spring 
event will take place during March 7-20, 
2016. 

Hudson Valley Restaurant Week 
is produced by The Valley Table, 152 
Powelton Circle, Newburgh, 845-561-2022.

Il Laghetto in Mahopac is one of  eleven Putnam 
County participants in Hudson Valley Restaurant 
Week.

197 Restaurants Participate in Hudson Valley Restaurant Week

Come See Our 
New Facelift! 

Bryant Pond Laundry & Dry Cleaners 
78 Secor Rd  • Mahopac NY 

845 628-8200 
Our hours are automated. OPEN 7 DAYS 365 5AM - 10PM.

New State of the art Washers  
providing 29 different  

wash options.  
High speed 200G extraction 

which makes the clothes come 
out of the washer less wet,  

improving the dryers perfor-
mance which equals  
less time in the dryer.

We pride ourselves on being the 
Cleanest, the Brightest, the most 

Friendly and Helpful staff  
in the neighborhood.
Wash & Fold Service 

November Raffle Enter to win  full size laundry  basket full of laundry supplies & goodies!

10% OFF 
Showroom
With mention of ad

Is Your Lighting Ready for the Holidays? 

10% OFF 
Showroom
With mention of ad

Proudly Supporting 
Relay for Life

 
845-628-9106   sales@midcountylighting.com 

 

We can help you 
go from this ....

Get your home 
ready for the 

holidays !

to this!

10% OFF 
Showroom
With mention of ad
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Letters to the Editor

It is time to set the record straight 
concerning Allen Beals and his 
assessment.  

Here is a timeline of facts in the matter. 
Everything listed below is available for 
public inspection.  

September – April – Sales are reviewed 
by the Assessor and values increase or 
decrease depending on the real estate 
market in relation but not limited to 
neighborhoods, size of home, size of 
property, bedrooms and baths, etc.  

Mid-February – Tentative values to 
New York State Department of Taxation 
and Finance for review

April 15 – File containing tentative 
values sent to county for review and 
printing

May 1 – Tentative roll printed and 
available to public (RPTL 506)

4th Tuesday in May (RPTL 512) 
– Grievances heard by the Board of 
Assessment Review (May 27, 2014)

May 30, 2014 – letter from Robert 
Morris, Putnam County Department 
of Health to Bob Tendy, Supervisor 
stated in part, that on May 29, 2014 an 
inspection was made of Spur Beach and 

was determined that the slopes must be 
reduced as required by code.  The letter 
stated that if the slopes were reduced to 
10% or less the Dept. of Health would 
consider issuance of a temporary/
conditional permit to open the beach.  
This letter was dated more than six weeks 
after my file went to the county for review 
and printing, and three days after the 
deadline to submit a grievance to the 
Board of Assessment Review.  

Subsequent to May 30, 2014 and 
throughout the summer season – Spur 
Beach closed.  

Mr. Beals has suggested in the past 
that his assessment was increased due to 
the closing of Spur Beach in the Roaring 
Brook District.  Nothing could be further 
from the truth.  Mr. Beals must think that 
I am a mind reader and knew months 
before that the Department of Health 
would close the beach.  Look at the 
timeline and draw your own conclusions.  

Mr. Beals owns a 6,200 square foot 
home on 30.25 acres.  A review of sales 
indicated that his assessment was too 
low and therefore he was not paying his 
fair share of taxes.  His assessment was 

increased as were others that year.  This is 
nothing new as assessments are increased 
and decreased every year according to the 
real estate market – that is the job of the 
Assessor.  

Mr. Beals is concerned that “legal 
expenses were wasted by the town”.  
He originally requested a reduction in 
assessment to $950,000 and yet the Court 
only reduced it to $1,200,000, significantly 
higher than requested.  Did he think 
the Town should have caved into his 
demand?  This is a perfect example of the 
Town justifying the cost to defend.  As an 
attorney would he rather we not defend 
any cases where the Town is a party?  

As an attorney, if Mr. Beals had done 
his homework and reviewed RPTL 722 he 
would have known that the Town is not 
required to pay his legal expenses as he 
claims.  

This tirade has gone on long enough 
and all are welcome to come into my office 
where all documentation is available for 
viewing.  

Sheryl Luongo, Assessor
Town of Putnam Valley

Bring your dogs, cats and ferrets 
to a free rabies vaccination clinic on 
Saturday, November 7 , from 2 p.m. to 4 
p.m. Sponsored by the Putnam County 
Department of Health, the clinic is 
being held at Brook Farm Veterinary 
Center, 2371 Route 22, Patterson, and 
is open to all Putnam County residents.

Please bring photo ID as proof 
of Putnam County residency, as 
well as written proof of priorrabies 
vaccination. Written documentation 
will allow your pet to receive a three-
year rabies vaccine. Without proof your 

pet will be given a one-year vaccine. 
Tags are not acceptable. All dogs must 
be leashed and well-controlled and cats 
and ferrets must be in a carrier. An 
animal information/release form will 
be available and can be completed at 
the clinic site. For more information 
and directions, please call the Putnam 
County Department of Health at (845) 
808-1390 ext. 43127.

The mission of the Putnam County 
Department of Health is to improve and 
protect the health of our community, 
composed of nearly 100,000 residents. 

Core services include community 
health assessment, disease surveillance 
and control, emergency preparedness, 
environmental health protection, 
family health promotion and health 
education. For more information, 
please visit the PCDOH website at 
www.putnamcountyny.com/health 
; or visit our social media sites on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
putnamhealth , www.facebook.com/
RunWalkPutnam, www.instagram.
com/PutnamHealthNY and Twitter @
PutnamHealthNY.

Eleanor Greene
Eleanor Greene, a former resident of 

Carmel died peacefully on October 22, 
with family at her bedside at her home in 
Edgewater, Florida.  She was 83  Eleanor 
was born February 5, 1932 in Manhattan 
NY. On February 18, 1950 she married 
Russell Greene in Carmel where they 
made their home and raised their family 
there.  Eleanor’s family meant everything 
to her. She enjoyed cooking and baking 
for family and friends and loved to be 
surrounded by beautiful flowers.  Eleanor’s 
kindness and patience touched many 
lives throughout her journey. She will 
be deeply missed by all.  She is survived 
by her sister, Karen Saethre Kwasnicki 
and husband Mickey of the Villages, 
Florida,, sons Robert and wife Lis of 

Wells Maine, Larry of Lagrangeville and 
daughter Donna of Northfield, Vermont, 
3 grandchildren and 1 great grandchild. 
Eleanor was predeceased by her husband 
Russell Greene  There will be a gathering 
at the Cargain Funeral Home in Carmel 
on Sunday November 15 from 1 p.m.– 
5 p.m. and a family service on Monday, 
November 16 following by internment at 
Raymond hill Cemetery.

Stuart Charles Summers
Stuart Charles Summers (also known 

as Bud or Uncle Bud) 60, of Patterson 
died on October 25. He was born on June 
29, 1955 in Pompton Plains, NJ to Stuart 
Summers Jr and Ruth Elizabeth Summers. 
On September 12, 1987 he married Janet 
Soelch in Ossining, NY.    He was a Senior 

Data Analyst and Programmer. He was a 
family man, a square dance caller and an 
all-around devoted Church goer, father 
and husband. He was a firm believer of 
doing as much as you can, for as many as 
you can, for as long as you can.    Stuart is 
survived by his wife Janet Summers and 
his daughter Nicole. He is also survived 
by his brothers Scott and Kenneth, and 
his niece and nephews.

Putnam Valley Assessor Speaks Out About Beals’ Assessment 

Free Rabies Vaccination Clinic Scheduled for Nov. 7
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Letters to the Editor

Cornell Cooperative Extension Annual Meeting
The 72nd Annual Business Meeting of Cornell Cooperative Extension of 

Putnam County will be held on Wednesday November 10, at the Putnam County 
Golf Course, 187 Hill Street, Mahopac at 6:30 p.m.  This business meeting is free, 
open to all and will include the election of members to the Board of Directors and 
presentation of enrollee certificates.  Cornell Cooperative Extension Association 
participants of record, who are county residents, age 18 and older, are eligible to 
vote at this meeting.  For more information call Cornell Cooperative Extension of 
Putnam County at (845) 278-6738 or visit Putnam.cce.cornell.edu. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for 
valuing AA/EEO, Protected veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities and 
provides equal program and employment opportunities.

Baking 101 with 4-H
A hands-on enrichment program, Baking 101 with 4-H, is being offered by 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Putnam County. The program will consist of a 7 
week, Monday evening, series beginning November 9 through December 21, and 
is open to all Putnam County Youth ages 9 to 14.  Participants need not be members 
of 4-H to register. This will be an opportunity to learn basic baking fundamentals 
and kitchen safety, a chance to explore culinary careers and to explore the science 
behind baking such as ratios, chemistry and ingredient interactions.

Baking 101 with 4-H will be held at the Carmel Fire Department, Gleneida 
Avenue, Carmel from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.  There is a non-refundable registration 
fee of $115 for non-4-H members or $85 for 4-H members.  The program is 
limited to 12 youth on a first come, first serve basis.  Only a paid registration will 
reserve your spot.  For additional information call Cornell Cooperative Extension 
at 845-278-6738, or visit our website at Putnam.cce.cornell.edu.   

For more years than I can remember, 
citizens have bemoaned the sorry state 
of one-party rule and policies resulting 
from the echo chamber created by the 
Republican “yes” men and women. 
Aside from Southeast Democrat Lynne 
Eckardt and an occasional defection by 
Supervisor Tony Hay, it has been a solid 
“yes” wall of councilpersons Alvarez, 
Cullen and Hudak - predictable and in 
unison so evident in the deliberations 
surrounding developer Harold Lepler 
proposed Crossroads 312.

While we condemn one-party rule 
in less democratic nations, we are 
perfectly content to one established 
here in Southeast and Putnam County, 
USA.  And yet complaints abound; the 
most recent over the Putnam County 
Legislature’s approval of the Odell/Walker 
proposals to raise the health contributions 
of retirees with Southeast/Carmel/
Mahopac legislator, Joe Castellano a 
sure and predictable yes vote. Closer to 
home, Southeast Councilman Alvarez 
was another predictable vote for the 

developer interests, voting to change 
codes, comprehensive plans and snubbing 
the more than 500 resident petitioners 
opposing the Crossroads project. He 
knew what was better for them and 
teamed with Paul Jonke, a fellow neighbor 
of the developer, recent appointee to the 
Planning Board - predictably following 
Alvarez - stepping stone to the Town 
Board. 

Do something- There are three 
competent candidates for Town Board 
and Legislature, who are not wild-eyed, 

no-build proponents but cautious, 
favoring responsible economic growth 
with unblemished community and public 
service. Residents have a choice and not 
an echo - vote row A for Lynne Eckardt 
and John Lord for Town Board and John 
Riley for District 7 Legislator.  

Ann Fanizzi
Carmel

I am writing to express my support for 
Town Councilwoman Lynne Eckardt. 
Lynne works tirelessly in her efforts to 
make the Town of Southeast a better 
place. During her last term on the Town 
Board, Lynne has been an example of 

calm reason and perseverance that was 
so missed prior to her appearance on 
the Town Board. In her last term, Lynne 
has worked to exponentially increase 
Southeast’s fund balance from $98,000 to 
over $1.3 million, all the while keeping 

local tax increases to less than 2 percent. 
Lynne led the effort to open a one-mile 
trail running alongside the Diverting 
Reservoir, at zero cost to our taxpayers. As 
Town Board Liaison to the Historic Sites 
Commission, Lynne Eckardt spearheaded 

the drive to establish Dingle Ridge Road 
as a Scenic and Historic Route in the 
Town of Southeast.

 
Dwight Mossman
Brewster

It is this time of the year again when 
we can decide who will best represent 
us in our local Kent government.  I am 
taking the time to write you because we 
have an opportunity to keep Kent moving 
forward. Thanks to the conservative fiscal 
management by our Supervisor Maureen 
Fleming we find the Town of Kent in good 
financial standing, and no longer the 
highest taxed town in Putnam County. 
This continued fiscal management is 
essential if we are to stop the slide of 
our real estate values. There are many 
challenges in the future that our town 
faces. The worst winter in 50 years is in 
the forecast, which could ruin any towns 

highway budget, seniors will not see a 
social security increase for 2016 along 
with our stumbling economy will make it 
difficult for some to makes ends meet.

Thanks to Maureen’s due diligence and 
foresight Kent is a better place to live.  We 
need her conservative fiscal management 
to turn Kent from  “the Town of Can’t” 
to a town people want to move to and a 
town where people are proud to live. This 
is why I have taken the time to write you 
and ask you to do me a favor and support 
our Supervisor Maureen Fleming.

Paul Roncallo
Town of Kent

Announcements

Vote Democrats for Southeast Town Board, Leg. Seat

Lynne Eckardt Works Hard to Make Southeast Better

Maureen Fleming Deserves 
Another Term in Kent

awaiting another trial. Zaimi was found 
guilty of forcible touching in June against 
another waitress.

Galgano has maintained that Zaimi 
was only charged with the crime because 
of his association with Putnam County 
Sheriff Don Smith. Smith and Levy have 
long had a strained relationship; the two 
are suing each other for defamation to the 
tune of $5 million.

The indictment of an associate of 
Galgano was also dismissed.

Putnam DA’s spokesperson Michelle 
Verna issues a lengthier than usual 
statement regarding the dismissal. 

“While this office has the utmost respect 
for Judge Zuckerman, we wholly disagree 
with and are appealing his decision,” said 
Verna in an email. The next step for Levy 

and company is going to the Appellate 
Division Second Department where 
evidence and sufficiency of proof will be 
again argued. 

Verna stated, “for reasons we cannot 
understand,” Zuckerman overlooked 
corroborative evidence presented, didn’t 
provide sufficient analysis for all indicted 
charges and called evidence hearsay even 
though it falls under multiple exceptions 
to the hearsay rule. 

“Inexplicably, now in this second 
grand jury presentation in which more 
evidence of George Galgano’s crimes 
were presented, Judge Zuckerman, 
notwithstanding, this fact claims there is 
no evidence of any wrongdoing,” Verna 
stated. “Respectfully, the Grand Jury of 
Putnam County has now twice disagreed.”

Indictment Against Galgano 
Dismissed Again
continued from page 1

Election Day 2015 is Here
Stay Updated With 

The Putnam Examiner
Be sure to check TheExaminerNews.com for results from 
all the races in Putnam County, including legislative seats 
and all town races that have contested elections.
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Across
1 Mischievous fairy
4 “That feels good!”
7 Short for a lot of money
8 Measure of acceleration
11 Net-surfer’s stop
12 Blustery sort
13 What a farmer might call a steel 
cable or Peekskill restaurant
15 Mandarin orange type
16 Trash
19 Stainless or magnolias?
20 Engine supercharger
22 ____ man (always agrees)
23 Certain dives
25 One who had a shot
26 Weapon case
29 Campus locale
30 “Dances With Wolves” foe
31 International courier
32 Astonish
33 Proposal fig.

Down
1 Dubai for one
2 Figure of speech like “no mean 
feat”
3 Strip a whale
4 “___is never finished, only 
abandoned,” da Vinci
5 Hotshot
6 That gal

8 Like the Reaper
9 Nut
10 Four quarters
11 Spacek of ‘Carrie’
14 Bible edition
16 Asset-protection agreements
17 Au courant
18 Butted in
21 This new Mahopac business offers 
one-of-akind furnishing pieces, ____ 
Interpretations
24 Be in pain
25 Vehicle with sliding doors
26 Week-end getaway
27 Goes with hem
28 Woolly-headed female

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 12

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

 
 
 

 SUB-ACUTE REHABILITATION  
 Up to 7 days per week –  Dedicated Unit 
Complimentary transport to related medical appointments 
 

 CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AGENCY  
Westchester – Bronx – Manhattan  
Queens & Putnam 
 

 LICENSED HOME CARE SERVICES AGENCY 
      Westchester – The Bronx – Putnam 
 
 THE PINES AT NARRAGANSETT   

Independent Living - 
Apartments starting at $1000 
 

 THE SPRINGVALE INN  
Affordable Assisted Living Residence 
 

 ADULT DAY CARE 
      Medical & Social Programs 

 
 

 SKILLED NURSING & RESPITE  

 

    At the Heart of Senior Living 
Affordable Senior Solutions Are Closer Than You Think! 

Whatever Your Need, We Can Help! 

914-739-6700 x1209 
Bethel is the only not-for-profit, full continuum of care offering senior services in Northern Westchester. 

Ossining &  
Croton-on- Hudson 
info@bethewell.org 

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Somers Custom Framing 

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

A Family of Independently Owned &  
Operated LTC & Post-Acute Care Communities

in Orange, Putnam, & 
Northern Westchester Counties is 

NOW HIRING!
RN, LPN, CNA

New Graduates Welcomed!
Also Available:

Recreation, Laundry,  
Housekeeping, Food Service

Call Today:  
(845) 500-5802 or

Email Res to: DebraP@epicmgt.com
www.epichealthcaremanagement.com

EOE/M/F/D/V
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Putnam County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell and County Clerk Michael Bartolotti 
have been committed to improving the 
access residents on the western side of the 
county have to government services such 
as routine Department of Motor Vehicle 
(DMV) transactions. After working with 
County Legislator Barbara Scuccimarra, 
Philipstown Town Clerk Tina Merando 
and Philipstown Highway Superintendent 
Roger Chirico on logistics, Odell and 
Bartolotti are pleased to announce the 
installation of a DMV drop box at the 
Philipstown Town Hall, 238 Main Street, 
Cold Spring.

“It has been one of the priorities of this 
administration to expand the number of 
county services that are easily available to 
residents in Philipstown, Cold Spring and 
Nelsonville,” Odell said. “I am so delighted 
that residents on the western side of the 
county will no longer have to travel far to 
complete some general DMV matters. I 
appreciate all the effort that County Clerk 
Michael Bartolotti, Legislator Barbara 
Scuccimarra, Philipstown Town Clerk 
Tina Merando and Philipstown Highway 
Superintendent Roger Chirico put forth 
to make this a reality. This is the beginning 
of good things for Western Putnam.”

The DMV drop box will provide 
24-hour service for license renewals 

accompanied by a valid eye test within 
the past six months, registration renewals 
and license plates surrenders with a $1 
transaction fee.

Bartolotti reminds patrons that 
renewing locally helps support Putnam 
by keeping the revenues in County and 
not sending them to the State.  “We use 
these revenues to not only cover the cost 
of our local DMV, but to also help keep 

your County property taxes low,” he said. 
“If you renew by mail or online, those 
revenues are lost to Albany. We, at Putnam 
County DMV, are ready, willing and able 
to service all of your DMV needs.”

Scuccimarra is thrilled that the Drop 
Box has been installed in Cold Spring. 
“When I am talking with people from 
my district (Philipstown, Cold Spring, 
Nelsonville and a portion Putnam 

Valley) they tell me how much they 
want convenient access to government 
services,” she said. “I worked hard to 
make sure the Cold Spring Post Office 
would remain in the village and now 
we can DMV services. I look forward to 
working with my colleagues to find other 
ways to better serve the Western Putnam 
residents.”

“I think that being able to do these 
easy DMV transactions locally is a 
wonderful opportunity for the residents 
of Philipstown,” said Merando.

Chirico agreed. “I have been sharing 
services with Putnam County for years,” 
he said. “Partnering with Putnam with 
the DMV drop box is a win-win for the 
County, for Town of Philipstown and for 
the residents.”

If this DMV drop box initiative proves 
successful, DMV drop boxes with 24-
hour service will be installed at other 
convenient locations throughout Putnam 
County.  

“We, the residents of Putnam County, 
can do something to keep revenues and 
tax dollars here in Putnam County,” 
Bartolotti said. “Shop locally and renew 
Putnam.”

For further information, call the Office 
of the Putnam County Clerk at 845-808-
1142 ext. 49301.

The leaves are just beginning to 
turn, but that doesn’t mean that winter 
sports enthusiasts can’t start planning 
for their season. The 6th Annual 
Fahnestock Winter Park Cross-
Country Ski Swap and Fundraiser is 
scheduled for Saturday, November 7 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., with all proceeds 
from the sale benefitting the Winter 
Park’s popular seasonal activities. The 
swap will take place at the Taconic 
Outdoor Education Center (TOEC) 
which is located within Fahnestock at 
75 Mountain Laurel Lane, Cold Spring. 
In addition to purchasing products, 
the public is also invited to contribute 
equipment to be sold at the event. The 
event is sponsored by the Friends of 

Fahnestock and Hudson Highlands 
State Parks.

The swap is a place to sell on 
consignment and purchase new and 
gently-used cross-country ski gear for 
adults and children. Available products 
depend on what members of the public 
offer to put on sale. Gear could include 
cross-country skis, boots, poles, 
bindings, snowshoes, ski bags, roller 
skis and blades, ice skates, car racks and 
ski boxes. Cash, Visa and MasterCard 
will be accepted for payment.

Consignment or donated equipment 
can be dropped off the day of the sale 
between 7:30 a.m. and 9 a.m. or by 
calling TOEC and arranging another 
drop-off time. Event organizers ask 
that a reasonable price be set for sale 
items in a whole dollar amount and 
that a “Ski Swap Form” be completed. 
Those who wish to complete the form 
in advance can email that request to 
Paul.Kuznia@parks.ny.gov. A donation 
of $1 is requested for each item 
dropped off.

If an item is sold, 20 percent of the 
sale price is retained by Friends of 
Fahnestock & Hudson Highlands State 
Parks to be used for sales tax and funds 
to improve Fahnestock Winter Park. 
Any unclaimed goods at the end of the 
day will become property of the Winter 
Park. If an item sells, a check, less 20% 
of the sale price, will be mailed to the 
home of the person who contributed 

the item to the sale.
During the ski and snowshoe season, 

the public can follow the Winter Park 
on Twitter at @FWPupdates or join 
the park’s Yahoo group at https://
groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/fwp-
conditions/info.

Fahnestock Winter Park offers over 
11 miles of machine-groomed, tracked 
and mapped trails for beginning and 
experienced cross country skiers and 
snowshoers. TOEC is a nature and 
outdoor education center, providing 
programming for schools, groups and 

the general public throughout the year. 
Both facilities are located in Clarence 
Fahnestock Memorial State Park, 
between Rte. 9 and the Taconic State 
Parkway, off Rt. 301. For directions 
and information, visit http://nysparks.
com/environment/nature-centers/3/
details.aspx. They are part of the New 
York State Office of Parks, Recreation 
and Historic Preservation’s Taconic 
Region, which operates 15 state parks 
and six historic sites in Westchester, 
Putnam, Dutchess and Columbia 
Counties.

COuRTESy OF COunTy ExECuTIVE OFFICE
(from left to right) Putnam County Clerk Michael Bartolotti, Philipstown Town Clerk Tina Merando, County 
Legislator Barbara Scuccimarra and Philipstown High Superintendent Roger Chirico unveiled the new 
Putnam DMV drop box, which is located at Philipstown Town Hall in Cold Spring on Monday, Oct. 19.

Putnam DMV Drop Box Installed in Philipstown

Fahnestock Winter Park’s XC Ski Swap Set for Weekend

Visit 
TheExaminerNews.com 

and click on Puzzles  
at the top of the  

homepage to play  
today's crossword!
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Continuing a revered tradition in 
Putnam Valley, Tompkins Corners 
Cultural Center will present HARVEST 
FESTIVAL 2015 on Sunday, November 
15, from 2 pm. to 6 p.m. The concert will 
take place in the historic church where it 
originally began many years ago.

Local musicians performing include 
John Cohen, formerly of the New Lost City 
Ramblers; Tim Pitt; Pat Cummings; the 
Lake Sagamore Baroque and Renaissance 
Ensemble with Jay Unkeless, Paul Krieger 
and Doug Ingram; the Kitchen Table 
Band, and many more! And from New 
York City, we welcome special guests 
from the Jalopy Band: Eli Smith, Ernie 
Vega, and Samoa.

Tompkins Corners Cultural Center, 
located at 729 Peekskill Hollow Road in 
Putnam Valley, is housed in the historic 
Methodist Church built in 1891 and on 

the Federal Register of Historic Places. 
Past performances since the property was 
purchased in April, 2015 include David 
Amram in an outdoor concert in July 
and an Evening of the Best of Edgar Allan 
Poe interpreted by actor Paul Savior in 
October.

In the Harvest Festival tradition, 
the music will flow continuously, with 
something for everyone’s taste, from Old 
Timey to Jazz; from Irish to Bluegrass; 
from Folk to Classical. Enjoy celebrated 
artists, and jam with them at the break if 
you like. Or take your own break enjoying 
the refreshments TCCC has already 
become known for!

Suggested donation for the Harvest 
Festival is $10. For more information, or 
to reserve tickets, call 845 528-7280 or 
send an email to info@tompkinscorners.
org.

Musicians playing outdoors at Tompkins Corners in September include (L to R): Alice Backer, John 
Cohen, Maaike Hoekstra, Dennis Klubnick, Chris Blossy, Tim Pitt and Jan Hoekstra.

Harvest Music Festival at Tompkins Corners in Putnam Valley

Crossword Answers

JOSH PARKER PHOTOS

The Fifth Annual Pumpkin Glow 
Event at the Desmond-Fish 
Library Sunday evening was a 
good time for all!  Blustery winds 
and chilly air did not discourage 
the 28 pumpkins from glowing, 
children in costume drinking 
cider and eating Vera’s apple 
cider donuts. Stacy Labriola had 
everyone singing Halloween 
songs to get in the mood for 
Halloween. This event was 
paid for by the Friends of  the 
Desmond Fish Library and was 
free. Join us again next year! 

Desmond Fish Library Hosts 
Another Fun Pumpkin Glow
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As wines become 
more democratized 
than ever before, 
consumers are the 
direct beneficiaries. 
Prices of quality 
wines have become 
more affordable 
and thus available 
to the masses. 

Twenty-five years 
ago, many affordable wines were of spotty 
quality, typically mass produced and 
devoid of the personal touch of artisanal 
winemakers. American consumers were 
not exposed to the quality wines being 
produced in Europe. 

To my mind, wine prices have evolved 
into three tiers: the lower end, under $15 
bottles; the mid-range, $15 to $50 bottles; 
and the high-end wines with price tags of 
three and four digits. 

This three-tiered pricing is 
analogous to  concert ticket 
price structures. The majority 
of tickets are for the masses: 
affordable and seats with decent 
views. For those willing to 
spend more, seats closer to 
the stage or with better 
sightlines, command higher 
prices. For the few who are 
able to afford the finest and 
wish to revel in exclusivity, the 

first 20 floor seat rows and 
luxury boxes are available 
to satiate their desire and 
their egos.  

These thoughts came 
to mind last week as I 
attended a wine tasting 
event in New York City. I 
was invited to an exclusive 
event, open to the trade and press only. 
A consortium of the top winemakers 
across Italy were coming together to 
present their world famous wines. The 
group, Grande Marche, is an amalgam 
of 19 family-owned wineries perennially 
considered the most prestigious in 
the land. Winemakers poured one 
representative wine from their locale, 
while extolling their cultural heritage, 
their family history and the unique terroir 
of their vineyards.

The wines and their winemakers may 
seem pretentious to the masses. The 
recognition and accolades afforded each 
has elevated them to rock star status. In 

some quarters this adulation 
has driven demand and 
bottle prices higher than 
coveted concert tickets. 

As I sat before these 
winemakers, my 

thoughts began 
to focus on the 
current infatuation 

of wine lovers with cult 
winemakers and their 
wines.Would these wines 
live up to their reputations 
as premier wines? Would 
the lofty prices of many 
justify the reputation that 
preceded them? And had 
I become a winemaker 

groupie, awestruck by the mere presence 
of these stars, anxious to be in their 
exclusive inner circle?

Let me first address the last of my above 
thoughts. The answer is no. In the end, 
wine is a common beverage, regardless 
of a famous name on a label or the 
unique content in a bottle. To be enjoyed, 
certainly. To be idolized, by no means.  

On to the event.
Each wine presented was produced by 

families, not corporate entities. Winery 
heritage ranged from half a century to six 
centuries. Each winemaker spoke with 
pride and passion of the commitment to 
preserving the legacy of their forefathers. 

Each winemaker spoke as an 
ambassador for the history, culture and 
natural beauty of their locale and their 
region. The virtual tour through landscape 
and time was as enticing as any travel 
brochure or travel agent monologue.

Each was most passionate when 
extolling the virtues of the particular 
soil, favorable climate or elevation of 

their vineyards. For them, to produce an 
exceptional wine is second nature. To be 
blessed with ideal natural elements is an 
act of God. 

On to the wines. 
In all, 16 wines were poured: one 

sparkling wine, two whites and 13 reds. 
The top wines command prices in excess 
of $100, while several of the whites 
are under $20. To present the specific 
attributes of these wines and their heritage 
requires more space than is available in 
this column space. Next week, I’ll present 
a virtual tour of landscapes, culture and 
tastings of wines from storied producers 
such as Antinori, Gaja, Masi, Sassicaia and 
Pio Cesare. All rock stars commanding 
commensurate prices. But stay tuned for 
the opening acts; new discoveries are in 
the wings.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

‘prices higher than 
concert tickets’

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

I’ll confess that I’ve always 
been a country boy at heart, 
having been reared in the 
Tidewater area of Virginia, 
where as a boy, I spent most of 
my time outside and barefoot 
at that.  

So, it was a real transition 
for me when I went to college 
and lived in a third-floor 
dorm room and couldn’t just 
swing open the door and 
feel the lush softness of grass 
under my feet. 

Now as I contemplate my 
transition from a single-
family residence with a yard 
to a top-floor condominium 
in a five-story building, I have 
one particular concern: how would I 
adjust to living without my own outdoor 
property? I began my adult life in a 
series of apartments and townhouses in 
New York City and Boston, so at least I 
wasn’t completely new to the notion of 
my home being “in” a building. But the 
decades of living on and tending to my 
own homestead made me feel deeply 
connected to the outdoors.

I know I’m not alone. I’m working 
with a retired couple who is in contract 
to sell their house and making the hard 
decision of whether to move to one of 
two styles of condominium: one with a 

front and back yard, the other 
in a building with just a Juliette 
balcony. The former affords 
many of the same outdoor 
pleasures of single-family 
home ownership, but bears the 
responsibility of maintenance, 
if only for some flower beds, 
which the husband doesn’t 
mind, but the wife does. The 
latter is maintenance-free but 
lacking that connection to 
nature, except for the views 
from oversized windows. The 
couple is still pondering.

As for me, I know I could be 
happier in new digs without 
a yard and be content with 
an elevated view of trees 

and surrounding hills to greet me each 
morning, especially in this extraordinary 
region of ours. However, the days have 
grown darker as we approach winter, and 
soon many of us will be leaving home for 
work before the sun rises and returning 
after dark. So much for the nice view. 

Especially for the winter months, 
there are some ideas to bring a bit of the 
outdoors inside. One no-fail option is 
to fill your home with plants, and have 
a part of nature alive in your home. The 
volumes written on the selection and care 
of houseplants can fill a wall of shelves, 
but the basics remain the same: observe 

how much light a room gets, see which 
plants grow best with that amount, select 
the hardier specimens – especially if 
you’re a beginner – and from that group 
pick what pleases you most.

If potted plants aren’t your thing, use 
the decorator’s secret and source out 
some convincing artificial plants. They 
may not replenish the air like their 
genuine counterparts, but I am convinced 
that they have the same soothing effect 
on the psyche. From a delicate orchid 
to a tall, potted palm, artificial plants 
can give you any look you want without 
the need to match plant to environment. 
My wife is particularly clever in mixing 
artificial blossoms with real stems to 
create bountiful centerpieces, especially 
during holidays. Sometimes she and our 
guests make a game out of trying to guess 
which blooms are real and which aren’t.

If it’s the smell of real flowers you miss, 
you can try to bring fragrance into your 
home through aromatherapy, potpourri 
or scented candles, but make sure they 
are low in chemicals that you don’t want 
to be breathing in.

Plants and flowers aren’t the only way 
to bring the sense of nature indoors. An 
organic feeling can also be built through 
the various textures of wood, stone and 
other surfaces. You may be lucky and 
have these built into the structure of 
your home already, be they unique wood 

floor planks, exposed ceiling beams or a 
stone fireplace. Otherwise, you can use 
smaller elements to the same effect. 

Consider a line of seashells along a 
mantelpiece or a hand-carved wooden 
bowl that still retains the irregularities 
of the original tree. One deluxe option, 
which includes the element of water, 
would be one of the new designs of 
vertical indoor fountains, where water 
flows down over a wall of copper, slate 
or pebbles.

While we are on the subject of flowing 
water, let’s not forget the element of 
sound. There are machines advertised 
that generate the sounds of ocean waves, 
rain or birdsong. Now you can also create 
the same soundscape with the use of an 
app or a streaming music service.

With such diverse options available, I 
do not need to lose the feeling of being in 
a verdant landscape of my own no matter 
what the season is outside.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public 
relations agency in Westchester (www.
PrimaveraPR.com). His real estate site 
is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com, and 
his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.com. To 
engage the services of The Home Guru to 
market your home for sale, call 914-522-
2076.

Winter is the Time to Bring the Outdoors Inside

Attending A Wine Event of Rock Stars and Their Fans
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 110315

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

HELP WANTED
HISTOGENETICS, LLC SEEKS GE-
NETICS SCIENTIST to conduct genom-
ic research related to areas in human im-
mune system. Maintain research records 
& extract DNA. Evaluate genetic research 
data and perform analyses.  Improve the 
existing procedure/scripts for Bio robots 
handling. Req’d Master’s in any biological 
sciences. Send resume to job location: 
300 Executive Blvd, Ossining, NY 10562.

ATTEND AVIATION COLLEGE Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
training. Financial aid for qualified stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. Call AIM 
for free information 866-296-7093

MAKE HOLIDAY $$ -Billion dollar 
manufacturer expanding in the Hudson 
Valley area seeking person with sales and/
or marketing background. Call 1-516-
759-5926. Leave message for call back.

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN  LLC  Cater-
ing to the most discerning dog owners 
in Westchester.  Our home will be their 
home. 24/7 one on one love. Boarding, 
daycare, walks & transportation services 
available.  Book a reservation at info@
pleasantpawsinn.com or 914-773-2020 
or 914-906-8414. 9 Hobby St., Pleas-
antville.

LAND FOR SALE
COOPERSTOWN LAND LIQUIDA-
TION! 10 acres- $29,900 Priced 70% BE-
LOW MARKET! Woods, utils, twn rd, 
private setting just 7 miles from Village! 
Terms avail! 888-479-3394

Mohawk Valley Hobby Farm 22 acres 
-$149,900 4 BR, 2 BA farmhouse, horse 
barn, nice views, Beautiful setting just off 
the NY State Thruway, 40 Min West of Al-
bany! Call 888-905-8847 for more info

SO. ADIRONDACK FORESTLAND.   
40 acres- $69,900 Lake rights, stream, 
only 3 hrs NY City! Twn rd, utils! Terms 
avail! Call 888-701-7509

LEGALS
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KEVIN 
KENNEDY PLLC filed with the Secretary 
of State of NY on September 9,2015. SSNY 
has been designated as agent upon whom 
process against the PLLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 2020 Maple 

Hill Street #1113, Yorktown Heights, 
New York 10598. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of Jo-
seph G. Del Toro, LLC.  Arts of Org 
filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 8/24/2015.  Office location: WEST-
CHESTER County.  SSNY designated 
agent upon whom process may be served 
and shall mail copy of process against 
LLC to principal business address: 78 
Paulding Drive Ste. A, Chappaqua, NY  
10514.  Purpose: any lawful act. 00000
34875                                                      w.o

NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION of 
Corporate Jet Support, LLC d/b/a 
Wolfgang Jet Support. Application for 
Authority filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 10/01/15. 
Location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent for service of process 
on LLC.  SSNY shall mail a copy of pro-
cess to LLC: c/o KBG 11 Times Square 
FL10, NY, NY 10036 Attn: Harry Be-
atty. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE 
OF NEW YORKCOUNTY OF PUT-
NAMRABBI ISRAEL MEYER HACO-
HEN RABBINICAL :SEMINARY 
OF AMERICA, Plaintiff, - against 
- LARKSBURG CEMETERY COR-
PORATION, Defendant.Index No. 
1425/2015 SUMMONS WITH NOTICE 
Plaintiff designates Putnam County as 
the place of Trial The basis of venue is: 
Location of the real property subject to 
judgment in this action  To the above 
named Defendant: YOU ARE HEREBY 
SUMMONED to answer the complaint 
in this action and to serve a copy of your 
answer, or, if the complaint is not served 
with this summons, to serve a notice of 
appearance, on the Plaintiff ’s Attorney 
within 20 days after the service of this 
summons, exclusive of the day of ser-
vice (or within 30 days after the service 
is complete if this summons is not per-
sonally delivered to you within the State 
of New York); and in case of your fail-
ure to appear or answer, judgment will 
be taken against you by default for the 
relief demanded in the complaint.Dated: 
July 22, 2014 White Plains, New York 
NOTICE: The nature of this action and 
relief sought is:  (i) Quiet title, pursuant 
to Article 15 of the New York State Real 
Property Actions & Proceedings Law 
(“RPAPL”), to: (a) a ±46.8 acre parcel 
of  land, located in the Town of Putnam 
Valley, County of Putnam, State of New 
York, also identified on the Town of Put-
nam Valley’s Tax Map as Parcel 85.13-1-
29, and commonly known as the Nathan 
Property (“Lot  29”); and (b) a ±20 acre 
parcel of land, located in the Town of 
Putnam Valley, County of Putnam, State 
of New York, also identified on the Town 
of Putnam Valley’s Tax Map as Parcel 

85.13-1-33, and commonly known as 
the Larksburg Cemetery (“Lot 33,” col-
lectively with Lot 29, the “Subject Prop-
erty”); and (ii) Damages, as a result of 
Defendant’s tortious slander of Plaintiff ’s 
title to the Subject Property, including, 
but not limited to: (a) special and actual 
damages, including reasonable attorney’s 
fees expended in order to clear title, as 
well as additional future expenses and 
damages not ascertainable at this time, 
and will be proven at trial, which Plain-
tiff will continue to incur until such time 
as the cloud on Plaintiff ’s title to the Sub-
ject Property has been removed; and (b) 
punitive damages in such amount as will 
sufficiently punish Defendant for Defen-
dant’s willful and malicious conduct and 
as will serve as an example to prevent a 
repetition of such conduct in the future. 
If you do not serve a notice of appearance 
or demand for a complaint within the 
applicable time limitation stated above, 
a judgment pursuant to RPAPL Section 
1521 and/or N.Y. C.P.L.R.Section 3215 
may be entered against you, by default: 
(i) declaring Plaintiff ’s claim to the Sub-
ject Property, and/or declaring you to be 
forever barred from asserting any claim 
to the Subject Property, and/or directing 
that any instrument purporting to create 
any such estate or interest in the Subject 
Property be delivered up or cancelled of 
record or be reformed of record as the 
facts 2 may require, and/or awarding 
possession of the Subject Property; and 
(ii) granting an award of 
damages in connection with the tortious 
slander of Plaintiff ’s title to the Subject 
Property. Dated: July 22, 2014 White 
Plains, New York ZARIN & STEIN-
METZ By: David S. Steinmetz Jody T. 
Cross Attorneys for Plaintiff 81 Main 
Street, Suite 415 White Plains, New 
York  10601 (914) 682-7800

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF First 
Printing Productions, LLC. Articles of 
Organization filed with the Secretary of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 9/16/2015. Of-
fice location: WESTCHESTER County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
The Post Office address to which the 
SSNY shall mail a copy of any process 
against the LLC served upon him/her is: 
250 Bronxville Road #3H Bronxville NY 
10708 The principal business address of 
the LLC is:  250 Bronxville Road #3H 
Bronxville NY 10708 Purpose: any law-
ful act or activity.

Notice of Formation of  M&R Account 
Services LLC Art. Of Org. filed with 
SSNY on 10/14/2015. Office Location: 
Westchester County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to:  M&R Account Services LLC, 
29 Scenic Dr Apt O, Croton on Hudson, 
NY 10520 Purpose: any lawful purpose.

MASSAGE THERAPY
PERSON CENTERED THERAPY. Mas-
sage and CranioSacral Therapy. Myofacial 
and somato emotional release. For de-
pression, anxiety, physical aches and pains 
and general well being. Provided by a New 
York State  Licensed Massage Therapist, 
Peer Supporter with 35 years experience. 
Located in Mount Kisco. Call Victoria at 
914 - 241- 9011 or email at thecomfortz-
one@optonline.net. WOMEN ONLY.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

MOTORCYLES
MOTORCYCLES WANTED Before 
1985. Running or not. Japanese, British, 
European. $Cash$ paid. Free appraisals! 
CALL 315-569-8094 Email pictures or 
description to: Cyclerestoration@aol.com

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

WANTED TO BUY
CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS 
Up to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Pay-
ment Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices 
Paid!! Call Jenni Today! 800-413-3479 
www.CashForYourTestStrips.com

To Place a  
Classified Ad 

Call 914-864-0878
or e-mail  

classifieds@the 
examinernews.com

Classified Ad  
Deadline

 is Thursdays  
at 5pm  

for the next 
week’s publication
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Tuesday, November 3
The Brewster Public Library invites 

the whole family to come and watch the 
newly released film “Inside Out” 1 p.m.-
3 p.m. This animated comedy, starring 
Amy Poehler, is rated PG. Popcorn will 
be provided; please bring your own 
beverage. Registration is required. For 
more information visit http://tinyurl.
com/qbcrnv7 or call 845-279-6421. Please 
note: The movie will be shown at The 
Studio Around the Corner, 67 Main Street 
(next door to the library.)

The Reads at Reed Book Club: 7 p.m. to 
discuss the book “The Book of Unknown 
Americans” by Cristina Henriquez.  The 
meeting will be held at Reed Memorial 
Library.  Contact 845-225-2439 with any 
questions.”
Wednesday, November 4

Medicare: The Biggest Gap: 10:30 a.m. 
at Reed Library.  Where are the gaps in 
Medicare?  Understanding them can be 
the difference between a secure retirement 
and outliving your money.  This workshop 
will show how appropriate planning will 
protect what you have worked for your 
entire life.  Please call the library to 
register, 845-225-2439.

Protect yourself from identity theft 
this holiday season: With the holiday 
season quickly approaching, there will be 
sales both in-store and online. One thing 
to make sure to do is protect yourself 
from identity theft. Come to the Kent 
Public Library 6 p.m.-7 p.m. A detective 
from the Kent Police Department will 
give an informative presentation on the 
types of identity theft and provide some 
information on how to protect yourself 
from being a victim.  This event is free 
and open to the public. Registration 
is required.  You may register for the 
program by going to www.kentlibrary.
org or calling the Kent Public Library at 
845-225-8585.  The library is located at 17 
Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes

The Putnam County Metal 
Detectorists and Archeological Society.  
First Baptist Church Brewster, 460 N Main 
St., Brewster. 7 p.m. anyone interested 
in Metal Detecting is invited to attend. 
Finds of the Month and future club hunts 
will be topics for discussion.  This will be 
the last meeting of the 2015 season.  For 
more information, visit us online at www.
greatreasure.com.  New members are 
always welcome.

Cooking with Chef Stefan: Patterson 
Library, 1167 Rte. 311 Patterson, 7 p.m. 
Chef Stefan, a twice graduate of the 
Culinary Institute of America, will teach 
you how to prepare three great dishes, a 
creamy, delicious Butternut Squash Soup, 
a fresh & lively Cranberry Compote, and 
an amazing Apple Strudel. These delicious 
dishes are sure to be real crowd pleasers 
at your holiday table, or any time of year. 
18+ only please. Registration required, 
space is limited. To register or for more 

information, visit us online at www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click on calendar 
or call 845-878-6121 x10. Free program.
Thursday, November 5

Health Insurance Information Session 
at the Desmond-Fish Library.  6:30 p.m. 
The Putnam Community Action Program 
(Putnam CAP) will offer an Informational 
Session on New York State Health 
Insurance at the Desmond-Fish Library 
6:30 p.m. The 2016 Health Insurance Open 
Enrollment period starts November 1, 
and two Certified Application Counselors 
will be on hand at the Library to answer 
questions and help program attendees 
with their health insurance needs. Services 
are offered free of charge – in English and 
Spanish. The Desmond-Fish Library is 
located at 472 Route 403 (at the corner of 
9D) in Garrison, For directions or more 
information, please visit the library’s 
website at desmondfishlibrary.org or call 
845-424-3020. For more information 
about Putnam Community Action 
Program, please visit www.putnamcap.
org.

Putnam County Office for Senior 
Resources Computer Learning Center 
for Seniors Registration:  William 
Koehler Senior Center, 180 Route 6 in 
Mahopac and the Putnam Valley Senior 
Center, 117 Town Park Lane, Putnam 
Valley.  Registration hours at both sites 
will be from 9:30 a.m. – 11 a.m. Anyone 
55 or older can register for a variety of 
computer classes from basic to advanced, 
to using an iPad, to Digital Photography.  
To view the available classes visit us at 
www.putnamrsvp.com/clc.  Register in 
person or call Judy Kolt at 845- 277-5422 
or email her at jak4dogs@verizon.net.  
Friday, November 6 

Three Dog Night:  8 p.m. Mama Told 
Me (Not To Come) * Joy to the World * 
Black and White *Shambala*One * and 
more! Tickets are $54 and $74 including 
taxes and fees. Tickets can be purchased 
online (http://paramounthudsonvalley.
com/ThreeDogNight), over the phone 
(914-739-0039x2) or in person at the Box 
Office.
Saturday, November 7 

Free Rabies Vaccination Clinic:  2 
p.m. to 4 p.m. Sponsored by the Putnam 
County Department of Health, the clinic 
is being held at Brook Farm Veterinary 
Center, 2371 Route 22, Patterson, and is 
open to all Putnam County residents.  For 
more information and directions, please 
call the Putnam County Department of 
Health at (845) 808-1390 ext. 43127.

Putnam County Medication Take 
Back Day:  Putnam Hospital Center.  
The disposal hours are between 9 a.m. 
– 2 p.m. Please enter through the PHC 
Cancer Pavilion entrance. Signage will 
be posted leading to the disposal area. 
Individuals can dispose of prescription 
medication, over the counter medication, 
and pet medication. Syringes will NOT 

be accepted. Please keep all medications 
in their original packaging and remove 
personal patient information. For more 
information, please call Robert Morris of 
the Putnam County Health Department 
at (845) 808- 1390 ext. 43166 or Bruce 
Kelly of the Putnam CTC Coalition at 
(845) 225-4646.

Carmel fire Dept. Auxiliary Annual 
Holiday Penny Social. Doors open at 5 
p.m. Prizes and raffles.  Refreshments will 
be served

Whole Food Plant Based (WFPB) 
Lifestyle at Reed Library. 1 p.m.  “What 
is WFPB Lifestyle?” and Saturday 
November 14 at 1 pm “How to Begin 
WFPB - Tips and Tricks”.  Expanding on 
the research presented in “Forks Over 
Knives”, these lectures will help you take 
control of YOUR health destiny!  Please 
call the library to register, 845-225-2439.

Coloring for Adults at the Kent 
Library.  The Kent Public Library will 
be holding a drop in coloring for adults. 
12:30 p.m.- 2:30 p.m. Come see what this 
craze is about. This is a fun way to connect 
to your creative side. Come de-stress and 
enjoy time coloring. No registration is 
required. This program is designed for 
adults. It will be held in our Downstairs 
Program Room. Please call the Library 
and let us know if you have a problem 
with stairs. This event is free and open to 
the public. If you have questions call the 
Kent Public Library at 845-225-8585.  The 
library is located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, 
Kent Lakes. 
Save the Date: 
Friday, November 13

Teens are invited to celebrate Friday 
the 13th with an after-hours “whodunnit” 
mystery at the Brewster Public Library. 
King Henry VIII has disappeared 
and someone needs to figure out who 
committed the crime!  5 p.m.-7 p.m. Pizza 
will be served. For ages 12-18. Registration 
is required. For more information visit 
http://tinyurl.com/ossyo2u or call the 
library at 845-279-6421
Yoga: 

Fall yoga: The classes include Evening 
and Mid-Day Yoga with Chun Kim-
Levin, Kripalu Yoga and Meditation with 
Michael Doherty, Self-Discovery through 
Yoga with Wendy Wolf, and Gentle Yoga 
with Meredith Laubin.  Registration is 
ongoing; individuals may register with the 
class fee at the Library’s Information Desk.   
No previous experience is necessary to 
attend these yoga classes; attendees are 
encouraged to wear loose or comfortable 
clothing, and to bring a Yoga mat or towel 
and a pillow to sit on.  For additional 
information call 845-628-2009, ext 100, 
or visit www.mahopaclibrary.org.
Art on Display:  

Black and White Worlds: November 6 
– November 29, noon – 6 p.m. Location: 
Gallery 66 NY, 66 Main Street, Cold 
Spring. Opening Reception: November 6, 

2015 – 6 p.m.-9 p.m. 845-809-5838, www.
gallery66ny.com, gallery66ny@gmail.
com. Free to the Public

The Vision of One, The Power of Two, 
Champions of Millions. On Display 
through November 8.  The Riverside 
Galleries at Garrison Art Center
ONGOING: 

Homework Help at Kent Library: 
Homework Help / Sharper Skills with Miss 
Kelly will be starting again at the Kent 
Public Library.  Students levels K-12 and 
individuals seeking secondary completion 
according to the NYS Standards. Program 
dates and times are  Monday through 
Wednesday from 4 p.m. -6 p.m. and 
Saturdays from 1 p.m.-2:45 p.m. FMI: 
845-225-8585.  Registration is optional.  
Help will be provided on a first come first 
served basis. The Library is located at 17 
Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes.

Cancer Support Available: Support 
Connection, Inc., a not-for profit 
organization that provides free, 
confidential support services for people 
affected by breast and ovarian cancer, 
offers a wide range of free support groups 
women with breast and ovarian cancer. 
Groups focus on topics pertaining to living 
with cancer through all stages of diagnosis, 
treatment and post-treatment. They 
are offered in Westchester, Putnam and 
Dutchess, and by toll-free teleconference. 
For a complete calendar of groups at all 
locations, visit www.supportconnection.
org. Advance registration is required for 
all groups; call 914-962-6402 or 800-532-
4290.
Monday’s 

Paws to Read at Kent Library 
Join volunteers from Therapy Dogs 
International and their dogs at Kent 
Public Library, for the Paws for Reading 
Program, select Mondays in September 
through November. This program is 
designed to give children, ages 6-10, 
the opportunity to gain confidence and 
improve reading skills by reading aloud to 
a therapy dog. This is a free event.  One-
on-one 15-minute sessions are available 
by appointment only. Registration is 
required. Once you are registered, you 
will be called and an appointment will be 
made. To register call the libray at 845-
225-8585 or stop by the Kent Library.  

5th Grade and Up Book Club:  Every 
Third Monday 5:30 p.m.  Enjoy reading 
books at home, then join Miss Jenn 
and Miss Kathleen to discuss the books 
and have fun with friends! Registration 
required. For more information or to 
register contact the Patterson Library 
at 845-878-6121 x10 or go to www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click Calendar.

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49
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Members of  the Haldane Blue Devils pose with the Section 1 Class C soccer championship hardware after the top-seeded Blue Devils saw sniper Marina Martin score four goals 
to storm their way to a 6-2 title-clinching triumph of  Solomon Schechter last Friday at Arlington High School. The state-ranked (No.6) Blue Devils will next Section 9 champion 
Seward today at Middletown High School (4:00 p.m.)... see Soccer Notebook

Blue By You!

Haldane Wins 5th-Straight 
Section 1 Soccer Title PHOTO SUBMITTED BY GARY VAN ASSELT

November 3- November 9, 201516 The Putnam Examiner
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Field Hockey NotebookSports

By Tony Pinciaro
The Section 1 Class B Field 

Hockey Championship title 
game will feature a familiar 
theme today at Brewster 
High School: For the seventh 
consecutive year, dating back 
to 2009, Lakeland will play Rye 
(7:00 p.m.). And in doing so, 
the Hornets will be going for an 
unprecedented seventh-straight 
sectional title.

The winner receives a bye 
into the regional final, Saturday, 
3 p.m. where it will face the 
victor of the Section 4-Section 
9 game.

This also marks Lakeland’s 
13th sectional-title game 
appearance this century. 
Along with the six consecutive 
NYS Class B championships, 
Lakeland also won the state 
Class A titles in 2003 and 2006. 
The 2003 team was led by 
seniors Andi Coiro and Danielle 
Fiore. The team also featured 
four freshmen starters in 
current U.S. Olympian Melissa 
Gonzalez, Kara Connolly, Amy 
Voelkel and Rosemarie Fazio. 
This quartet was seniors on the 2006 title 
team and is widely considered one of the 
best in state history.

“Yeah, probably,” Lakeland Coach 
Sharon Sarsen said. “That team had a 
stellar senior class, a great junior class 
behind them, a killer mindset and an 
Olympian leading the charge.”

Lakeland, the top seed, earned another 
matchup with Rye after consecutive 9-0 
victories over Somers (in a second-round 
game) and Byram Hills (in a semifinal). 
No.2 Rye reached the final with victories 

over Nanuet, 9-0, and Pearl River, 6-0.
Lakeland senior and Captain Julia Kim 

said once sectionals started, the Hornets 
were focused on one thing. 

“In our minds we wanted to reach our 
ultimate goal, which is to get back to the 
sectional final,” Kim said. “We took it 
one game at a time, wanting to get off to 
a strong start each game and finish each 
game strong.”

The longevity of Lakeland’s continued 
excellence can be attributed to its coach, 
Sharon Sarsen, and the players continued 
dedication.

“Every year we lose a lot of good 
players to graduation, but we have 
other players step up and take the roles  

of these players,” Kim said. “Lakeland 
field hockey is a strong program and 
the girls coming in have to be at this  
specific level. Sars prepares them for when 
they come to varsity.”

Lakeland received a bye in the first 

round, then, fueled by 
four goal from Meghan 
Fahey, defeated Somers. 
Dana Bozek added two 
goals and Brianna Muniz 
and Valerie Perkins each  
had three assists.

Lakeland (18-0) erupted 
for seven goals in the first 
half of its win over Byram 
Hills. Fahey netted two 
goals and had an assist and 
Julia Wanamaker added two 
goals. Muniz chipped in with 
a goal and two assists and 
Bozek had one and one. Cali 
Cortese, Caroline Cahill and 
Perkins also scored goals.

Seeing Rye in the final is 
no surprise to Lakeland.

“Every game we play Rye 
we expect them to be good,” 
Kim said. “One key is team 
energy. When we’re all 
positive, it makes everyone 
play better and motivates 
everybody. We’re happy we 
have another chance in the 
sectional final and show 
what Lakeland field hockey 
can do. Hopefully, we can 

win another sectional championship.”

PANAS, seeded third, and Somers, 
seeded eighth, in Class B, both won their 
respective first-round games.

Panas opened with a 3-2 victory over 
Brewster as Jesse Devlin scored twice. 

Lakeland All-American Dan Bozek flicks home a backhand shot in 9-0 quarterfinal win over Somers last Wednesday.
RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Lakeland Battles Rye for Battle for Class B Supremacy

continued on page 22Lakeland and Somers players battle around the Tusker cage, which saw a ton of  action in 9-0 Hornet win.

Lakeland D Kelsey McCrudden clears zone in 9-0 quarterfinal win over Somers.
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Boy’s Soccer NotebookSports

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

Yorktown’s 2015 boys’ soccer 
team will go down in history 
as “Little Engine That Nearly 
Did the Unthinkable” after a 
miraculous season that saw the 
seventh-seeded Huskers reach 
the Section 1 Class AA finals, 
just one year removed from 
having done the same thing a 
year ago in Class A.

The Huskers suffered one 
of the more devastating 1-0 
losses in the history of the 
Section 1 tournament, falling 
1-0 at the hands of top-seeded, 
state-ranked (No.5) Arlington 
last Saturday; on a debatable 
penalty kick of all things. Vinny 
Colantuono scored the lone goal 
for the Admirals (19-1), the 
pride of Section 1 soccer, who 
claimed their 15th sectional title 
in program history.

To boot, the Huskers and their 
fans had what they thought was 
a rebound goal called off because the 
ball careened off the football goal post 
behind the soccer goal, which was the 
right call but a painful one nonetheless. 
Still, Yorktown (11-5) produced one of 
its finest years ever in a season that very 
few people predicted could happen.

With the soccer team reaching the 
boys’ finals and the football team 
making its way to the Class A semifinals, 

Yorktown pride was running rampant 
last week and the “Green & White” were 
unabashed in showing it. 

“For me, personally; when I stepped on 
the field for the first time with Yorktown, 
I felt something so incredible,” said 
Husker Giuliano Santucci (10 saves), 
who posted seven shutouts this season. 
“A feeling that I could not let my friends 
and school down, so I tried every game 
to not let a goal in.”

The season looked lost 
when senior caption and 
leading scorer Marcello 
Spiniello went down with 
a season-ending leg injury 
just a couple of weeks into 
the campaign, but the unit 
regrouped and dedicated 
the season to their fallen 
brethren, and one of the 
smaller Class AA schools in 
Section 1 went nose-to-nose 
with, arguably, the biggest 
and best soccer program in 
the NYSPHSAA.

“When Chello got injured, 
the team and I felt horrible,” 
Santucci said. “For him to 
not be able to play his senior 
was just heartbreaking. We 
had to pull things together 
and make many changes 
to the way we played. Our 
mindset the whole season 
was to make it to states for 
not only Chello but the 
school and for the town. We 

set our standards high. Our team and 
coaches knew that we had the talent to 
do so, but nobody else did. I feel like that 
helped us a bit because the bigger teams 
underestimated us. We are a small town 
with a big heart compared to Arlington. 
We play with respect and heart. The Y on 
our chest meant so much.”

And the Huskers played like it meant 
everything, which is why it hurt to lose 
the way they did. The Huskers were 
called for holding in the box on a play 
that Santucci seemed to have made an 
easy save on. The ensuing PK drew the 

ire of the Yorktown faithful and 
resulted in the game’s lone goal.

“When the ref called a penalty, 
I was so shocked, I just couldn’t 
believe it,” Santucci said. “How a 
championship could be decided on 
a B.S. penalty is pretty sad. I speak 
the truth. I really enjoyed playing 
with Yorktown, but for our season 
to end the way it did just doesn’t feel 
right.”

Against Scarsdale in the sectional 
semis, Adam Romanski scored the 
game’s lone goal in the first minute 
off an assist from Enzo Sangiacomo, 
who, like the rest of his teammates, 
gushed about the Yorktown program 
run by Coach Ed Polchinski.

“It means a lot for me to play for 
Yorktown,” said Sangiacomo, who 
plays for the same club team as 
Santucci. “Our goal for this season 
was to make it to the sectional 
finals, unfortunately things didn’t 
go the way it we wanted it to be. Our 
mindset was focused on winning 
for our school and our town. I 
couldn’t have done it without 

everyone’s support. We pulled together 
and played as a team. It just didn’t work 
out.”

Whether or not it works out next year 
for Sangiacomo (7G, 6A) and Santucci 
remains to be seen. Both are highly 
skilled club players, who could be lured 
back exclusively to the club circuit next 
season.

“I can’t say I will be back for sure,” said 
Santucci, who had seven saves in the 
shutout of the Raiders and nine against 
Port Chester, which was shocked, 2-1, in 

the quarters when 
Joey Landicino 
(5G, 5A) slipped 
a pair between the 
pipes. “I can’t say 
I will play because 
there’s a whole 
year left till next 
season. A lot of 
things can happen 
between now and 
then. I would love 
to win a title with 
Yorktown, but 
I can’t promise 
anything till next 
fall.”

The Huskers sure 
hope the dynamic 
duo hark back to 
the feeling the big 
Y gave them each 
time they suited 
up this fall.

Yorktown G Guiliano Santucci makes save in Huskers’ 1-0 Class AA championship loss to Arlington.
RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Yorktown’s Run to Finals Ends on Controversial PK
No.7 Huskers Fall, 1-0, to No.1 Arlington in Class AA Title Tilt

Yorktown’s Matthew Pados clears zone in Huskers’ 1-0 Class AA 
championship loss to host Arlington last Saturday.

Yorktown D Ankit Patel flicks a head ball to clear zone in 1-0 Class AA 
championship loss to Arlington.
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Girls Soccer NotebookSports

Somers, Haldane Cop Section 1 Crowns, Push on to States
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

Somers High sweeper Claire Mensi and 
G Liz Hanley have the worst view of it, 
but the most appreciation for it; it being 
the site of Somers All-American Hannon 
Eberts – aka The Flash – streaking down 
field.

“It’s an unbelievable feeling to clear 
your zone and see it end up on Hannon’s 
foot,” Mensi said of Eberts pulling away 
from defenders. “I just love watching her, 
she’s unbelievable.”

The sight is something to behold, 
something the Vanderbilt-bound Eberts 
does about as well as anyone in the history 
of Section 1 soccer has the past three years. 
And it was on full display last Saturday 
as top-seeded, reigning NYS Class A 
champion Somers (19-0) put down a 
pesky No.2 Pearl River team at Arlington 
High School where the undefeated, state-
ranked (No.1) Tuskers repeated as Section 

1 champs with a 2-0 win behind a 
pair of goals from Eberts (assists 
from Jenna Menta and Katrina 
Kurtz).

“We knew Pearl River would 
be a great test and we knew we 
had to wear them down,” said 
Eberts, who has a team-high 35 
goals and 10 assists this season, 
a year in which the Tuskers have 
extended their winning streak 
to 42 games. “We’re going at this 
one game at a time, but repeating 
as sectional champs is something 
special, but we’ve got a lot more 
ahead of us. It’s been amazing 
thus far. I have so much fun with 
these girls.”

Somers Coach Paul Saia has 

calmly watched his team grow into one 

of the most dominant teams in the state, 
and he’s not the least bit worried about 
the Tuskers staying hungry throughout 
the state tournament.

“Don’t worry about that, we’re 
hungry… don’t worry about that in the 
least bit,” said Saia, noting the Tuskers’ 
next opponent is Section 9 champion 
Goshen today at Tappan Zee High (3:30 
p.m.). “They just work very hard, we 
talked about the things we needed to 
do against a very, very good Pearl River 

team (16-2-2), and they just went out 
and did everything they needed to do. 
We don’t sub a lot, and these girls are in 
good shape, but we wore them down… we 
definitely wore them down.

“Any time Hannon gets the ball, 
wherever she is on the field, she’s a threat 
to score,” Saia added. “She’s just that good. 
Claire’s come in this year and done an 
outstanding job with the defense, and 
Mary Murphy, who’s a little bit banged 
up right now, and Liz just gets it done 
somehow, so we’re solid at both ends of 
the field.”

Mense, Murphy and Hanley have been 
the stalwarts of a defense that has pitched 
13 shutouts this season. As they have all 
season, middies Ciara Ostrander (16G, 
17A), Menta (7G, 13) and Melina Couzis 
(17G, 13A) kept the pressure on the 
Pirates all game.

“The goal for the game was to keep 
them tight,” Mense said. “With Mary 
Murphy not 100% today we had Caitlyn 
Lucadamo come in, Brianna Penzo, 
Amanda Brugger and especially Lizzy 

talking us through things the whole time 
it was unbelievable… our defense, our 
midfields, our forwards… everybody 
did their job. This is just one small step 
toward where we want to go. We need to 
stay physically and mentally ready and 
stay focused and attentive, and then finish 
in front of the goal. If we do that, we’ll be 
fine.”

HALDANE High was going to win a 
fifth-straight Section 1 Class C 

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS
The reigning NYS Class A champion Tuskers pose with the Section 1 plaque after repeating last Saturday 
in a 2-0 win over Pearl River.

continued on next page 22
Somers junior Ciara Ostrander awaits a championship hug from more-than-willing teammates after 2-0 
win over Pearl River.

Somers Coach Paul Saia hoists the hardware with his championship Tuskers looking on.

Somers’ Claire Mensi and Sloan Ramsey revel in the moment 
last Saturday as the Tuskers repeated as section champs.
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Grid NotebookSports

Yorktown, Put Valley Meet Their Match in Sectional Semis
Carmel Tops Mahopac, Cops Higgins Trophy; Hen Hud Nips Somers
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

And that, my friends, is a wrap on the 
2015 Section 1 football season for the 
teams hailing from the N.W/Putnam 
Examiner region. All in all, it wasn’t a 
bad showing, but we limp home to the 
finish line without a sectional chip for the 
second-straight year.

Class A Yorktown and Class B Putnam 
Valley came the closest to pulling off the 
feat, but both were nipped in the sectional 
semifinals this past weekend, each having 
squandered a touchdown-or-better lead. 
Visiting fifth-seeded Yorktown (6-3) 
suffered a devastating 15-14 loss to top-
seeded, defending champion Rye (9-0), 
blowing a 14-0 lead in the process in a 
game the Huskers believe they should 
have won.

No.5 Putnam Valley (6-3) met its match 
against state-ranked (No.7) top-seeded 
Nanuet (9-0) when the Golden Knights pulled out a 22-15 come-from-behind win last Saturday, but that won’t preclude 

history from recognizing the 2015 Tigers 
as PV’s finest team yet.
CLASS B

P U T N A M 
VALLEY finished its 
finest season in the 
15-year history of 
the school, reaching 
its first Final 4 and 
winning its first two 
playoff games in doing 
so. Coach Matt Mello, 
who has just one 
losing season in his six 
years at the helm, isn’t 
big on moral victories 
(what varsity football 
coach is?), but he was 
quick to point out 
the positives during 
a most rewarding 
season.

“I couldn’t be more proud of our players 
and the way they represented Putnam 
Valley,” Mello said. “The fans were 
electric, too. I usually don’t hear them at 
all because I’m so dialed in, but you heard 
them loud and clear and that was uplifting. 
Our parents are incredibly supportive and 
provided everything and anything for our 
boys throughout the season.”

The players believed all along that they 
could compete with the Golden Knights, 
the concensus pre-season favorites, even 
though few gave them a chance.

“Our players did not know they were 
supposed to lose this game,” Mello said. 
“They believed all along that we were 
going to win.”

It began with senior QB Zach Girvalo, 

who fired a 35-yard TD pass to Matt Stare, 
part of a 125-yard passing effort, and 
rushed for another 115 yards, including a 
TD. Senior RB Mike Dellabate rushed for 
45 yards and topped the 700-yard mark 
for the season, which ranks him as the 
Tigers No.2 single-season rusher (behind 
Hugh O’Gorman, approx.. 900 yards).

“They were men this season, all season 
long,” Mello said. “When we went down 
15-7 there was absolutely no panic in our 
team at all.  Zack Girvalo took over at that 
point, running the option and breaking 
tackles. We had great intensity with 
the blocking at that point. There were 
bodies flying all over the place to give 
Zack an opening. The game-tying drive 
epitomized our team this year. I told them 
before the game that they come from PV, 
a blue collar town, and that their parents 
work for everything that they have. No 
one gives them anything and they need to 
play that way and they did.  We outworked 
Nanuet, and out-gained Nanuet, but in 
the end made one too many little mistakes 
that gave Nanuet an opportunity to win 

the game.”
As a result, Nanuet will face second-

seeded Westlake (7-2) in the Class B finals 
this weekend.
CLASS A

YORKTOWN saw All-Section RB Nick 
Santavicca rush for 190 yards and two 
scores, which gave the Huskers a 14-0 lead 
against the defending section champs. 
But things went south in the second half 
as Rye made the necessary adjustments 
to keep Santavicca and the state-ranked 
(No.25) Huskers from finding paydirt.

Santavicca, who finished the season 
with 18 TDs and a school record-setting 
1,668 yards, fell one touchdown short of 
tying the single season TD record of 19 set 
by Pete Cariello in the mid-90s.

Put Valley QB Zach Girvalo threw for one score and rushed for another in Tigers’ 22-15 semifinal loss 
to Nanuet Saturday.

RAY GALLAGHER/RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS

Putnam Valley HB Mike Dellabate breaks tackle in Tigers’ 22-15 loss to Nanuet in Class B semis.

Put Valley DL Connie George crushes Nanuet QB in Tigers’ 22-15 loss to state-ranked Golden Knights.

Yorktown RB Nick Santavicca scored two TDs but it wasn’t enough in 
Huskers’ semifinal loss to Rye.

continued on next page
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Grid NotebookSports
Jesse Bambach had two sacks for the 

Huskers, who saw Brett Makar (1 sack, 
9 tackles) and Justin Cavallo (12 tackles) 
lead a defense that did a more than 
admirable job against a stealth Garnet 

attack. State-ranked (No.3) Rye (9-0), who 
will face Lourdes in the Class A finale, 
needed a fourth-down pass interference 
and a long field goal to eke out the win. 
Rye senior K Santi Mascolo nailed the 37-
yard game-winning field goal with two 
minutes remaining.

Husker Coach Mike Rescigno was 
prepared for some the possibility of some 
hometown cooking for venerable Rye 
Coach Dino Garr and the Garnets, who 
seemed to get the benefit of a few close 
calls, which did indeed draw the ire of the 
Yorktown faithful.

“I’ve never said anything like that in 
the history of my coaching career, but 
there were a few calls that went against 
us that we felt were (strange),” Rescigno 
said. “The kids played their hearts out 
and showed the same resiliency they have 
all season, so to lose in that manner was 
just heartbreaking for my kids. I’m not 
saying the pass interference call in the end 
wasn’t a penalty, but some of the others we 

weren’t in total agreement with, let’s just 
leave it at that.”

HEN HUD chalked up its biggest win in 
recent memory, a 24-22 win over visiting 
SOMERS last Thursday in a Coaches 
Bowl game, and in doing so the Sailors 
handed Tusker Coach Tony DeMatteo 
just his second losing season in 47 years 
(think about that for a minute), his first 
since taking over at Somers at the turn of 
the century.

Hen Hud (4-5) Coach Mike Lynch 
called it one of the Sailors’ biggest wins in 
about a decade, the kind of triumph that 
enables coaches to build a foundation for 
the future.

“I completely agree,” Lynch said. “The 
win against one of the most respected and 
recognized programs in Section 1, was 
a game that people will be talking about 
around here for a very long time. The credit 
has to go to this senior class. They have 
changed the culture around this program. 
All of them have carried themselves the 
right way, they have represented their 
school and this team with a tremendous 
sense of pride.  I can only hope that our 
seniors work ethic, dedication and focus 
has rubbed off on our younger players in 
the program. It has truly been an honor 
to coach these young men this season and 
our seniors will certainly be missed.”

Sailor QB Nick Cunningham had a 
career day, hitting on 19 of 29 passes 
for 234 yards and four TDs. Joe Pecchia 
was his primary target as he snagged five 
catches for 104 yards and three TDs. Mike 
Smith (6 rec., 33 yards), Jordan Artope 
(4 rec., 54 yards), Jack Attinelly (2 rec., 
29 yards, 1 TD) were also featured in the 
passing game. Artope had 16 carries for 
74 yards to lead the ground game and had 
a team-high seven tackles.

The Tuskers (4-5), who suffered their 
first losing season since DeMatteo took 
over 15 years ago, clawed and fought 
behind a superb effort from junior RB 
Messiah Horne, who rushed for three 
TDs and 150 yards on 14 carries. Senior 
Sam Berkowitz logged 17 tackles for the 
Tuskers. The Somers vs. Hen Hud rivalry 
should heat up the next couple of years, 
provided the two programs on the rise get 
to face one another.

Husker Coach Mike Rescigno was 

prepared for some the possibility of some 
hometown cooking for venerable Rye 
Coach Dino Garr and the Garnets, who 
seemed to get the benefit of a few close 
calls, which did indeed draw the ire of the 
Yorktown faithful.

“I’ve never said anything like that in 
the history of my coaching career, but 
there were a few calls that went against 
us that we felt were (strange),” Rescigno 
said. “The kids played their hearts out 
and showed the same resiliency they have 
all season, so to lose in that manner was 
just heartbreaking for my kids. I’m not 
saying the pass interference call in the end 
wasn’t a penalty, but some of the others we 
weren’t in total agreement with, let’s just 
leave it at that.”

CLASS AA
CARMEL simply wanted it more than 

MAHOPAC did, so it will be the Rams 
who will usher out the coveted Higgins 
trophy every chance they get when the two 
neighboring rivals meet up the rest of the 
school year. Long symbolic of bragging 
rights, the Bryan Higgins Memorial 
Trophy is more than just braggadocio, 
something the Rams will have for the 
first time since 2011 and third time since 
2008 after RB John Morris rushed for a 

pair of scores and 72 yards in a 24-6 rout 
of the Indians. Speedy Ram HB Kwashon 
Correa was an unstoppable force, gashing 
the Indian defense for 194 yards on 36 
carries as the Carmel O-line dominated 
the trenches.

From 1974 to 1986, Mahopac went 
10-3 in Putnam County’s greatest rivalry, 
dominating under former Coach Gerry 
Keevins. The next 10 years saw the two 
split at 5-5 before Carmel went on a 
tear, winning 10 of the next 12 under 
Coach Todd Cayea. Despite that run, 
the series, which allegedly dates back to 
1932, has been relatively close since 1974, 
with Carmel now holding a slight 22-20 
edge. The Rams (7-2) rejoiced after the 
victory, storming the stands to revel in the 

moment with the Carmel Crazies while 
Mahopac (4-5) and its Maniacs lamented 
the loss.

“First, I want to congratulate Mahopac 
on a hard fought game,” Carmel Captain 
and WR/DB Quinn Willman said. “We 
came into Week 9 knowing we had 
nothing to lose. We were not going to 
let adversity stop us from taking care of 
business.”

Carmel junior backup QB Kyle Shilling 
(5-of-10 passing for 62 yards and TD), 

taking over for starter Joey Rodriguez, 
fired a TD pass to WR Ryan Sullivan to 
help set the tone early on.

“Kyle stepped up and we had a great 
week of practice leading up to Mahopac; 
in fact we had a very emotional week,” 
Willman said. “Just like all the other 
seniors, I never wanted something so 
bad in my life. Every down, the team 
gave max effort, knowing that this 
would be the last game we play together. 
When the final horn sounded, it was 
such a joyful moment for me and my 
team. After the game jumping into the 
stands and being greeted by the Carmel 
Crazies was a feeling like no other. For 
me, this memory will last forever. It’s 
about damn time Carmel has brought 
home the Higgins trophy.”

Said the better part of Carmel!

Carmel DB Dom Caporale breaks up pass 
intended for Mahopac’s Dillon McDonough in 
Rams’ win over Indians.

Carmel Players pose with the coveted Higgins Trophy after defeating Mahopac last Friday.
Carmel WR Ryan Sullivan hauls in TD pass on Mahopac 
DB Andrew Winogradoff.

Carmel RB John Morris flies into end zone for one of  two TDs he would score in win over Mahopac.

KAREN WILLMAN PHOTO
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Lakeland Battles Rye for Battle for Class B Supremacy

Somers, Haldane Cop Section 1 Crowns, Push on to States

continued from page 17

continued from page 19

This victory was noteworthy because 
the Panthers did not qualify for 
sectionals in 2014. Panas was upset by 
sixth-seeded John Jay-Cross River in a 
quarterfinal game.

Somers began sectional play with a 
2-1 triumph over Hen Hud as Teagan 
Lucchese scored both goals. Somers 
then run into the buzzsaw that is 
Lakeland.

Yorktown, the 10th seed, dropped a 
3-2 verdict to seventh-seeded Mahopac 
in a first-round game. Mahopac senior 
Kim Schiera, who had a goal and two 
assists.

Natalie Gammer, assisted by Caileigh 
Lampersberger, brought Yorktown 
to within 2-1 at halftime. Catherine 
Calidonna scored late for Yorktown.

“We came out a little flat, at first, but 
pretty quickly we started to step up our 

play and put a lot of pressure on 
Mahopac,” Calidonna said. “The 
game was constantly go up and 
down the field so it could have been 
anyone’s game.”

Mahopac extended the lead to 3-1, 
but Calidonna and her teammates 
were persistent and determined.

“Mahopac was up, 3-1, until 
the game’s final minute when we 
got one back,” Calidonna said. 
“Unfortunately, we couldn’t get 
another goal, but we played very hard 
and worked well with one another. 
We didn’t stop pushing for the win. 
Overall, the game was intense and 
exciting. It’s a shame it didn’t end in 
our favor.”

Lakeland F Brianna Muniz pushes up field in 9-0 
quarterfinal win over Somers Lakeland F Valerie Perkins cuts into the Somers zone in 9-0 quarterfinal 

win.

Somers G Jess Monaco attempts to fend off  a push from 
Lakeland F Cali Cortese in 8-0 Hornet win.

Lakeland D Julia Kim, a 
backbone on the back line, 
clears her zone in 9-0 win over 
Somers

Lakeland All-American Dan Bozek carries against Tusker defender Izzy LaRocca in Hornets’ 9-0 
quarterfinal win over Somers last Wednesday

championship last Friday and Marina 
Martin was going to see to it. The senior 
forward used her speed and talent as 
she scored the game’s opening goal and 
finished with four tallies and an assist in 
the top-seeded Blue Devils’ 6-2 win over 
Solomon Schechter last Friday.

Bailey McCollum had two goals and 
an assist for the state-ranked (No.6) Blue 
Devils, who were set to face Section 9 
champion Seward today at Middletown 
High at 4:00 p.m. in the opening round of 
the state tournament. 

The reigning NYS champion Blue 
Devils have been on a mission since Day 
1 and Coach Gary Van Asselt was ready 
to play praise at the feet of his champions.

“It’s one for the pinky,” the coach joked 
about his stock of rings. “I never thought 
in my time here I would see the likes of 
girls’ hoops success here. It’s just fun to 
watch the players enjoy the game.  Bailey 
McCollum, Missy Lisikatos, Hannah, 
Marina, Lila, Alzy and Sara in the goal 
all have had standout seasons. The whole 
of the team has improved skill-wise 

throughout the 
season. Mentally 
and physically, 
they play as one 
unit, picking each 
other up.”

Missy Lisikatos 
has owned the 
turf and has been 
asked to do many 
things.

“Every game she 
makes it look easy,” 
Van Asselt said. 
“She’s just stellar 
on the pitch and 
so unassuming… 
doesn’t look for 
the accolades. Her 
actions do all the 
talking.”

The Pace-bound 
McCollum has 
assumed total 
control of every 
game. 

“She has skills on the ball that even 
a seasoned veteran wouldn’t see,” the 
coach said. “The veteran core of seniors 
Marina Martin, keeper Sara Labriola. 
Tobey Kane-Seitz, Ally Ashburn and 
Savannah Williams just lead the team by 
example. Then there’s Hannah Montana 
Monteleone, who just shows up the other 
day with a bad stomach and three times 
during the North Salem (semifinals) game 
asked to come out due to pain, and three 
times she went back in to play her heart 
out. Talk about effort. She leaves it on the 
field. Every coach would want 10 of her. 
The rest of the team improved leaps and 
bounds as we progress. We’re just trying to 
keep this ride going for the next couple of 
years. I’ll take my chances with this group 
any time. We might lose to a Class A team 
like Somers, but they’ll know they were in 
a game.”

Seward, ranked No.13 in NYS, will 
know it has been in a game, too.

“I don’t know where we finish going 
forward but I know we will do our best 
and have fun doing so,” Van Asselt said.

Somers sniper scored both goals for Tuskers in 2-0 championship 
win over Pearl River.



Putnam Valley WR Matt Stare hauls in a 35-yard TD catch from QB Zach Girvalo (inset, jumping) in the Tigers’ 22-15 Section 1 Class B semifinal loss to state-ranked (No.7) 
Nanuet last Saturday when the fifth-seeded Tigers (6-3) gave the undefeated, top-seeded Golden Knights all they could handle... see Grid Notebook

Stare 
Down!
Putnam Valley 
Blinks in 4th-Q 
Semifinal Loss 

to Nanuet

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTO (PLEASE VISIT WWW.HVSP.PHOTOS FOR MORE)
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