
By David Propper
One Mahopac basketball player 

has been suspended for the rest of the 
basketball season and the ensuing spring 
sports season following an investigation 
into allegations stemming from a Jan. 7 
basketball game between Mahopac and 
Carmel High, according to the father of 
the suspended player. 

The accused basketball player, a senior 
on the team, was told Monday morning 
by Mahopac school officials that he would 
be forced to sit out the remainder of the 
season because of physical play against 
a Carmel basketball player, according to 
the father of the suspended player who 
conferred with The Putnam Examiner on 
a condition of anonymity. 

A Carmel player accused the Mahopac 
player of calling him a racial slur, which 
the investigation done by Mahopac 
administrators couldn’t prove. The father 
of the Mahopac player said school officials 
have linked the alleged racial slur with an 
elbowing incident that involved the same 

two players. 
“My kid is getting thrown under the 

bus,” the father of the player said. “We 
can’t separate the two (incidents; the 
alleged slur and the elbow), is what they 
told me. It’s total nonsense.”

The suspended player told The Putnam 
Examiner he’s even willing to take a lie 
detector test to prove he didn’t hurl any 
racial slurs.

Mahopac Superintendent of Schools 
Brian Monahan could not be reached 
for comment. But in an article posted 
on lohud.com, Monahan said the 
investigation found “multiple instances of 
unsportsmanlike behavior.”

He also told lohud.com the district 
did not identify any instance of racial 
language, but that doesn’t mean it didn’t 
occur.

That player was previously serving an 
indefinite suspension, Monahan said last 
week to The Putnam Examiner, but “not 
for making any racial comment.” 

By David Propper
The long awaited public hearing about 

the Crossroads 312 proposed project 
finally arrived Thursday night, and 
residents certainly made their thoughts 
about a possible zoning change loud and 
clear from both sides of the spectrum. 

For more than two hours, the Southeast 
town board heard from a long line of 
residents that either wanted to see the 
possible zoning change—from rural 
commercial to highway commercial—go 
through, or those residents, the majority 
in attendance, that wanted the change 
denied.

The Crossroads 312 development plans 
to create 143,000 square feet of retail and 
restaurant space with a 100-room hotel 
situated on 50 acres of land between NYS 
Route 312 and Interstate 84. The residents 
that support the project voiced their 
desire to shop at big chain stores locally 
and believed the development would 
create jobs and lower taxes, while those 

residents against the proposal don’t want 
to see the character of the town changed 
and expressed concerns over increased 
traffic, visibility pollution and the menial 
jobs it would produce, while being 
skeptical of the lower taxes promised by 
the development team.

Attorney for the development, Richard 
O’ Rourke, said the zoning currently 
permitted for the area has four principle 
uses, but none of them best maximize 
business opportunities or tax revenue 
potential. He said a kennel would be 
non-profit, there isn’t a demand for office 
buildings, and the 50 acres isn’t large 
enough for a recreational facility. The 
zoning also allows for restaurant space, 
which could already be included in the 
Crossroads development. 

Councilwoman Lynne Eckardt 
countered, asking O’Rourke to list special 
permit uses of rural commercial that 
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The town hall in Southeast was absolutely packed last Thursday with residents stating multiple reasons 
why they are for or against a zoning change for the Crossroads 312 proposed project. Most people in 
attendance seemed to be against the project.

COURTESY OF JACK CASEY

More than 50 firefighters raced to the scene of a quick striking blaze Sunday 
afternoon that torched a Mahopac single-family home on Entrance Way in Lake 
Secor. Firefighters from Mahopac and surrounding towns rushed to get the fire 
under control and no injuries were reported. The reason for the fire was unknown 
at press time. A fundraising page has been set up to help the Dundrea family, 
which lost everything in the fire. Readers can go to https://www.giveforward.com/
fundraiser/t2h7/denise-dundrea-and-family-fire-recovery-fund to donate.

The Fire Before the Storm: 
Blaze Rips Through Mahopac Home
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By David Propper and Martin Wilbur
Last Wednesday, New York State 

Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver was 
on stage and earning praise from Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo during the unveiling of 
Cuomo’s 2015 Opportunity Agenda.

The following day, Silver was 
handcuffed and in the custody of federal 
authorities, arrested amid corruption 
charges just as the Assembly’s legislative 
session and budget negotiations were set 
to get underway. 

Silver, a Manhattan Democrat, was 
accused of receiving more than $4 million 
in kickbacks in exchange for using his 
political power to influence real estate 
developers to use his law firm, part of a 
five-count indictment. 

The longtime lawmaker and political 
power player was released on $200,000 
bail, surrounded by throngs of reporters 
as he left the federal courthouse in lower 
Manhattan following his arraignment. 

Reaction to Silver’s travails from 
some of Westchester and Putnam state 
legislators was predictable, with fellow 
Democrats urging caution and to let due 
process run its course before reaching 
conclusions. Meanwhile, one Republican, 
similar to many of his party brethren who 
have chafed at Silver’s two-decade rule in 
the Assembly, immediately called for his 
resignation.

Published reports Sunday night 

indicated that Silver is likely to 
temporarily step down as speaker pending 
the outcome of his case.

Republican Steve Katz (R-Yorktown), 
one of Silver’s harsh GOP critics, 
called for him to resign from office last 
Thursday afternoon. Katz didn’t mince 
words, proclaiming, “The emperor has 
no clothes. Good riddance to a filthy, 
corrupt, sleazy politician who should 
have been gone years ago.”

“This man has been corrupt for the last 
20 years,” Katz also said of Silver, who 
referred to him as a “crumb” at one point 
during an interview.

While Katz strongly pushed for Silver 
to leave office, Assembly Democrats 
stressed patience for the embattled 
speaker. Assemblywoman Sandy Galef 
(D-Ossining) said she was still digesting 
the facts when reached last Thursday. 

“We do live in a country where you are 
innocent until you’ve been proven guilty,” 
Galef said. 

The longtime legislator said she thinks 

the Assembly can continue to function 
despite the charges leveled against Silver, 
noting “we have a lot of great leaders up 
here in the Assembly.”

“And the speaker didn’t do everything, 
believe it or not,” Galef stressed.  

Assemblyman Thomas Abinanti 
(D-Pleasantville) said that it is important 
for Silver to remain in office as the 
legislature is about to enter the critical 
state budget review period. While the 
legislative process wouldn’t grind to a halt 
without him, Silver is such an experienced 
negotiator, he would be missed.

“Even with that indictment, he is far 
more qualified to be the leader of the 
Assembly than many of his colleagues,” 
Abinanti said.

Abinanti also said the public should 
be careful not to judge Silver too 
quickly, particularly with the history 
of overzealous prosecutors providing 
headline-making splashes of arresting 
Albany leadership only to see them walk 
free. In the past 25 years, three legislative 
leaders--former Speaker Mel Miller, 
ex-Senate Minority Leader Manfred 
Ohrenstein, both Democrats, and Joseph 
Bruno, the former Republican Senate 
Majority Leader--were brought up on 
charges but were all eventually acquitted 
or cleared of wrongdoing, he said.

“History has shown there have 
been those who have made a name 

for themselves attacking leadership,” 
Abinanti said.

Meanwhile, Katz argued that any 
Assembly member who isn’t calling for 
Silver to step aside should be ashamed of 
themselves. Katz wants to see Silver out 
as soon as possible  and believes he won’t 
go out without “kicking and screaming.”

“This is a man whose sole desire is 
to go down in history as the longest 
standing Assembly leader,” Katz said. “It 
doesn’t matter what the atmosphere, the 
poisonous, toxic, corrupt atmosphere that 
he has engendered, he has encouraged.”

Pat Casey contributed to this article.

Assemblyman Sheldon Silver

Area State Legislators Reaction to Silver Indictment Along Party Lines
‘The emperor has no 

clothes. Good riddance 
to a filthy, corrupt, sleazy 

politician who should 
have been gone years ago’ 
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By Neal Rentz
Dozens of Putnam and northern 

Westchester residents took part in a 
spirited nearly two-hour public hearing 
on the proposed Algonquin pipeline 
expansion proposal that was conducted 
by the state Department of Environmental 
last week.

A large contingency of residents who 
either supported or opposed the project 
came to the Henry H. Wells Middle 
School in Brewster on January 21.

Spectra Energy Partners wants to 
remove an existing 26-inch gas pipeline 
and replace it with a 42-inch line. The 
pipeline would run from Stony Point 
under the Hudson River to the Town of 
Southeast. The project would provide 
additional natural gas to such utilities as 
Con Edison and NYSEG.

Two new compressor units would 
be installed at Algonquin’s Stony Point 
Compressor Station in Rockland County 
and one new compressor unit would 
be installed at Algonquin’s Southeast 
Compressor Station in Putnam County. 
Modifications proposed to Algonquin’s 
existing Stony Point, Peekskill and 
Cortlandt Meter and Regulating stations 
include new piping, heaters and regulators 
and the installation of piping, valves, and 
internal inspection.

The Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission will have the final say in 

granting a certificate to Spectra to go 
forward with the project. If all proper 
approvals are granted, Spectra would 
begin clearing the necessary land in the 
late winter or early spring of 2016 and 
anticipate work to be completed and the 
pipe to be in service by November 2016.

FERC’s staff concluded Friday in its 
final environmental impact statement 
that the project would not have significant 
environmental impacts. The agency 
said while some adverse effects would 
occur, actions taken by Algonquin Gas 
Transmission LLC wouldn’t make them as 
harmful. It also stated the Hudson River 
wont be negatively affected because of 
how the drilling would be done.

The DEC is also required to provide 
permits for the project.

Most of the speakers opposed the 
project, primarily expressing concerns 
about potential negative environmental 
and health impacts of the project. Those 
who supported the project said it would 
create several union jobs.

Sheila Williams, a nurse employed by 
the Brewster School District, said she 
was concerned that the natural gas in the 
pipeline contains “known carcinogens” 
that would pose a threat to local residents, 
including students. “I worry for my 
students,” she said.   

Yorktown resident Paul Moskowitz, a 
scientist and engineer, said he had several 

concerns about the project including 
carcinogenic emissions that could be 
emitted from the natural gas in the 
pipeline.  

Suzannah Glidden, co-founder of Stop 
the Algonquin Pipeline Expansion, said 
the pipeline had already had negative 
impacts on her health. During a recent 
blowdown on January 14 she was 
incapacitated, including having difficulty 
breathing, for nine hours. Blowdown is 
the relieving or venting of pressure on a 
pipeline system. 

Peekskill resident Nancy Vann read 
a statement from Councilman Darren 
Rigger, pointed to the 2011Community-
Based Environmental Justice Inventory 
For The City of Peekskill, prepared 
by environmental organizations, that 
said the city already had a variety of 
facilities that pose air pollution and 
other environmental hazards to the 
community. The pipeline project’s call 
for modifications sought at the Peekskill 
station would make the situation worse, 

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Several dozen local residents attended a state DEC hearing on the proposed Algonquin pipeline 
expansion in Brewster. 

Algonquin Pipeline Expansion Proposal Debated in Putnam
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By David Propper 
For the first time in its short history, the 

Putnam County Chambers of Commerce 
(PCCC) won’t have the membership of every 
local chamber of commerce in Putnam.

The Brewster Chamber of Commerce 
(BCOC) officially resigned from the 
countywide organization earlier this month, 
with the director informing Brewster 
Chamber members on Jan. 8 in an email. 
In an interview regarding the decision, 
BCOC executive director Rose Aglieco said 
numerous factors contributed to the BCOC 
deciding to part ways with the county’s 

chambers, noting there are a lack of reasons 
for the BCOC to be part of the PCCC.

The determination, Aglieco said, was not 
a sudden decision, but rather one that grew 
over a long period of time. Overall, Aglieco 
said the decision to leave the PCCC among 
Brewster members was “fairly unanimous.” 

“(Brewster) Chamber members were not 
really getting anything out of the Putnam 
County Chambers by us being a member. We 
as a whole we’re not getting much out of it,” 
Aglieco said. “So we just came to why should 
we be part of a group that we don’t really 
see the purpose and we’re not truly getting 

anything out of it.”
Vice president of the BCOC Bill Flash 

voiced that sentiment. 
“We didn’t see the relationship as 

being beneficial to our members or our 
organization,” Flash said. “There were lack of 
examples were it was beneficial.” 

Aglieco said she didn’t think the PCCC 
was focused enough on the advocacy of local 
businesses and instead shifted focus to galas, 
awards ceremonies or other activities. 

Flash added, “There was too little clarity of 
the function and purpose of the PCCC,” 

Another difference of opinion between the 
two organizations was the actual name of the 
PCCC. By calling itself the Putnam County 
Chambers of Commerce, Flash said there was 
a misconception that there was a hierarchy 
between the PCCC and local chambers of 
commerce, confounding business owners.

Brewster members lobbied, unsuccessfully, 
for the PCCC to change its name to something 
less confusing, Flash said.

“They maintain that they are not a chamber 
of commerce,” Flash said. “Yet that’s what 
their website address is and that’s what their 
name implies.”

The notion that the divorce between the 
BCOC and PCCC is the result of Brewster 
not being involved in the insurance bidding 
process for the benefits exchange program, 
Aglieco said is false. That was only a 
misconception because the announcement 
of Brewster leaving and the new benefits 
exchange announcement happened almost 
simultaneously. 

She did note though, that if Brewster hadn’t 
left before that benefits exchange decision, it 
would have seceded after that because it was 
not involved in the bidding process.

PCCC Board Chairwoman Jennifer Maher 
acknowledged that Brewster separating from 
the county chambers had been talked about 
for while, noting it’s not easy for so many 
different organizations to always be on the 
same page.  

“It is the challenge,” Maher said of keeping 
every local chamber content. “One that we 
talk about maybe changing the structure in 
the future because it’s difficult.” 

The PCCC speaks publicly on behalf of 
legislation and proposed development, Maher 
said, noting that’s something local chambers 
don’t want to do, “which is understandable.”

While the PCCC could restructure in the 
future, Maher said the county chambers 
doesn’t want to become a membership based 
only organization, it wants to be “issue-
oriented.”

The remaining local chambers in the 
PCCC are Cold Spring, Kent-Carmel, 
Greater Mahopac- Carmel, Putnam Valley, 
and Patterson. As of the weekend, the PCCC 
still has the Brewster chamber listed as a 
member and listed two Brewster members 
are still listed on the board of directors.

Aglieco said going forward, the BCOC 
would leave the door open to return to the 
PCCC, and Maher also added the PCCC 
would be a resource for the Brewster chamber 
to use if needed.

“We all care about businesses so we will all 
always work together,” Maher said.

The Brewster Chamber of  Commerce held a 
recent local event used for networking between 
businesses in Brewster as shown on the 
organization’s Facebook page.

Brewster Chamber Leaves Putnam Chambers of Commerce 
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By Janine Bowen
The Putnam Valley Central School 

District is predicting a zero percent 
budget increase, but only if New York 
State government behaves in the way 
school officials are planning. 

During Thursday night’s presentation 
of the preliminary budget for the 2015-
2016 school year, district Treasurer 
Jill Figarella predicted the district will 
receive an additional $336,368 from 
federal and state sources, including 
state aid, which marks an increase of 
3.4 percent over last year. She explained 
that number of state aid is just an 
estimate developed by utilizing the 
amount of state aid the district received 
last year and adding a one percent 
increase. 

She, along with school officials across 
the state, are currently unable to come 
up with firm calculations about the 
tax cap because the state has decided 
to hold back all information regarding 
state aid funding for the upcoming 
school year until March. If Governor 
Andrew Cuomo gets his way, state aid 
for the upcoming school year could be 
the same as it was for the 2014-2015 
school year, which would result in a 
zero percent increase, said Figarella. 
If state revenue does not come in as 
predicted, the district will see a tax levy 
increase of .83 percent. 

Other unknowns for the 2015-2016 
budget, which is estimated to come in 
at $48,155,147, include teacher salaries, 
as the district is currently in negotiation 
with all bargaining units, and the cost 
for BOCES special education services, 
as each program will now need to be 
paid for on an individual basis instead 
of in a package. The increase in BOCES 
expenditures will be known by April 
22, but the final negotiated amount for 
teacher contracts may not be known 
before the budget vote, said Figarella. 

Among the numbers that are 
known, the district will see an 

increase of $685,169 or 2.63 percent 
in the amount of money allocated to 
student instruction due to the need 
to purchase more materials, including 
new textbooks. The district will see a 
$76,980 or 2.73 percent decrease in 
transportation costs thanks to a new 
contract with a different company. 

Although residents praised district 
officials for potentially offering 
no increase on the tax levy for the 
upcoming school year, many felt that 
there was still more that could be done 
to save money. One resident suggested 
that Superintendent Fran Wills could 
take a pay freeze similar to what former 
superintendent Marc Space did in 2009. 

Resident Dan Vera stated rather than 
a zero percent increase, he would like to 
see the district offer a budget decrease. 
He noted that unfunded mandates 
account for nearly $10 million of 
expenditures and urged residents and 
Board of Education members to reach 
out to local legislators to lobby for the 
elimination of these mandates. 

Algonquin Pipeline Expansion 
Proposal Debated in Putnam

Superintendent of  Schools Fran Wills hopes to see 
a zero percent tax increase in her second year as 
school chief  in Putnam Valley.

PV School Budget Could See No Tax Levy Increase

Rigger wrote in his statement. 
During a previous hearing that was 

conducted in Peekskill, Spectra Energy’s 
representatives were bombarded with 
questions and critical comments during a 
two-hour presentation at City Hall about 
the controversial project that would only 
run 2/10ths of a mile through Peekskill 
but would lie approximately 1,500 feet 
from the protective fence that surrounds 

the Indian Point nuclear power plants in 
nearby Buchanan.

Several members of local unions spoke 
strongly in favor of the project, saying 
it would generate several jobs and the 
construction process would be safe. 
Maryann McGuire said, “We are trained. 
We know what we are doing.” 

Another supporter of the proposals 
from Spectra Energy, Vincent Albanese, 
said the project was safe and would create 
needed union employment. 

continued from page 3
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include a hotel, which is a focal point of the 
proposal. She also said under permitted 
accessory, some retail is potentially 
allowed. 

“I can’t recall a special permit ever being 
turned down,” Eckardt said. “Within my 
memory I just haven’t seen it happen in 
terms of the possibility of the hotel.”

Near the end of public comment, even 
Crossroads developer Harold Lepler, a 
Southeast resident, spoke and advocated 
for a project he hopes to see go forward. 
He said while he believes the criticism 
from most residents is genuine, that 
same criticism had been leveled against 
other developments in town that are now 
welcomed in the community. 

He added the number of jobs and 
revenue the project could create is not 
inconsequential.

Right now, the taxes from that land are 
approximately $27,000, according to town 
officials. 

Despite Lepler’s plea, most residents 
came out against the project.

Samantha Jacobs, president of Residents 
for Responsible Development in 
Southeast, said she was disappointed that 
the conceptual plan for the hotel wouldn’t 
have a conference center or banquet room. 
The hotel wouldn’t have a community and 
family feel to it, Jacobs said. 

“Don’t we want something for us,” she 
said. “There isn’t anything for us.”

When Jacobs asked how the developer 
was coming up with $860 off the average 
Southeast homeowner’s tax bill, Supervisor 
Tony Hay gave the development team a 
chance to respond, but instead there was 
complete silence. 

“I wish you would answer it,” Hay said 
told the development team. 

Rick Feuerman, the president of 
Concerned Residents of Southeast who 
was reading from a petition, said if the 
zoning change is approved, it would “set 
a dangerous precedent” for other parts of 
town zoned rural commercial. 

The town’s comprehensive plan calls for 
rural commercial zoning, Feuerman said. 

“Protect the rural character of this 
town, which is the most important thing 
you have,” he said. “This town is different 
than any other town and really most 
people moved here in the last 10 or 12 
years because of the way this town was.”

Resident Steve Mattson, who is against 
the project, said once the zoning change is 
approved for Crossroads 312, there is no 
going back. If this zoning were approved, it 
would set a precedent for other developers 
to come into the town to build, Mattson 
said.

“Economic development should be 
three things: unique, not easily duplicated, 
and experiential, meaning something you 
do,” Mattson said. “Strip malls to not fit 
this bill.”

Resident Keith Napolitano, who is 
town volunteer firefighter, questioned 
whether emergency response times would 
be slower because of the increased traffic 
from the project. 

“Response times matter more now than 
they ever have,” Napolitano said.

 “This is my dream town,” another 

longtime resident said. “To change (the 
zoning) would be an insult to the people 
that live here.”

Some residents did voice support for 
Crossroads, including former Putnam 
County chief assistant district attorney 
Christopher York, who has lived in 
Southeast for two decades. 

 “I originally moved to Southeast over 
other towns in Putnam because I saw a 
potential in Southeast to have responsible 
commercial development,” York said, 
noting he didn’t want to live in a town like 
Kent where much of the tax burden falls 
on the homeowner. 

Ruth Ayala-Quezada of the Putnam 
County Chambers of Commerce said 
the PCCC supports the project because 
the organization promotes any economic 
development, noting the construction and 
permanent jobs that could be created by 
Crossroads. 

One resident said whether the project 
lowers taxes by $800 or just $8 per 
resident, she supports it going forward. 
Another resident said he wanted to see 
the project happen so he could shop 
locally, rather than traveling over state 
lines to Connecticut or to Dutchess and 
Westchester counties. 

“We need the shopping here, we need 
the revenue, we need the jobs,” an older 
resident said. 

Another resident, a college student, 

welcomed the project. 
“I came home from college this summer 

in hopes of getting a job and there were 
none. I came home this Christmas hoping 
maybe it would change and still no jobs,” 
the student said. “I honestly wish more 
young people would get involved in a 
project like this because we are the future 
of this town and for me this project is a no 
brainer.”

continued from page 1

For or Against, Southeast Board Gets Earful on Crossroads 312
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have for heart day ! 

Private 
Party Room

Now booking 
Birthday Parties 

and events!

Westchester Putnam Pottery Westchester Putnam Pottery 

15% OFF
Valentine's 
Day pottery 

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Crossroads 312 developer Harold Lepler made 
his sales pitch to residents last week about 
why his proposal is worthwhile for the town of  
Southeast. 
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By David Propper
Visitors of the Patterson Library will 

hear the story of an author who traveled 
from one end of the country to the other 
side—and all on the same road by foot.

Patterson Library is set to host author 
Joe Hurley this Saturday at 1 p.m. to give 
his behind the scenes account of his book 
Ten Million Steps on Route 6, a 2004 walk 
that took nine months to complete. The 
more than 200 pages have accounts of 
little towns and interesting folks that live 
across the United States, which readers 
usually wouldn’t hear from. 

The idea originated 
when Hurley did a 
similar project on a 
much smaller scale for 
a newspaper he worked 
for in Connecticut, 
where he would travel to 
small towns along Route 
6 and write about the 
experience. 

“I just thought wouldn’t 
it be neat to do the same 
kind of walk all across the 
country,” Hurley, who was 
60 when he started, said. 
“And tell people about not 
just the rest of the state, 
but the rest of the country 
and it’s always been the 
mission of the walk, to 
tell people about the rest 

of America.”
There were some difficulties along the 

way, Hurley said, like running out of 
money or wanting to stop from fatigue 
multiple times. The former marathon 
runner even remarked how badly he 
wanted to give up on the first day, once 
he realized the grind he was in for

Crossing from Connecticut into 
New York, Hurley did walk through 
Putnam County and one page of the 
book is dedicated to a Russian Orthodox 
Church in Mahopac. In the book, Father 

Alexander Botchagow was interviewed 
and revealed the church started in 
1951 by Russian immigrants looking to 
practice religious freedom after leaving 
their home country.

Hurley has already spoken at the 
Brewster and Mahopac libraries so the 
Connecticut resident is familiar with the 
county.

“I’m looking forward to coming to 
Patterson because it is close to home,” 
Hurley said. 

For residents interested, registration 
is preferred, but walk-ins are welcomed 
if space allows. To register or for more 
information, visit Patterson Library online 
at www.pattersonlibrary.org and click on 
calendar or call 845-878-6121 x10.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO 
Author Joe Hurley holds up a copy of  his book Ten Million Steps on 
Route 6. He’s speaking this Saturday at the Patterson Library about 
the experience.

COURTESY OF JOE HURLEY 
Hurley wrote about his visit to an Eastern Orthodox Church in Mahopac.

Patterson Library Hosts Author that Walked Across Country

!

Ê

*Wine tasting and sampling *Local Distilleries *Craft BeerÊ
*Hudson Valley & Regional Wineries *Craft VendorsÊ

*Chocolate sampling & shopping *Valentine’s Day shopping Ê

$25/Advance. FOR TICKETS & INFORMATION, VISIT: 

Ê
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By Janine Bowen 
Putnam Valley School officials are 

considering ways to reduce their carbon 
footprint while saving money for the 
district by exploring energy performance 
contracts. 

According to a presentation by Ahmed 
Ibrahim, an employee with Ecosystem 
Energy Services Inc., there are several 
opportunities to improve energy 
improvements across all three schools 
including replacement of windows in 
the 1970 wing of the elementary school, 
enhancing the geothermal system in the 
high school and middle school to make it 
more efficient, and making changes to the 
heating system in the elementary school, 
specifically in the cafeteria, gymnasium, 
and auditorium.

“There are pockets of hot air,” said 
Ibrahim. “Students can’t leverage their 
building the way it was supposed to be as 
an elementary school and it causes a lot of 
discomfort and issues.” 

The district is also considering the 
installation or partial instillation of solar 
panels as part of the project, which would 
cost approximately $175,000. However, 
the state would offer a $50,000 incentive 
rebate upon the completion of the 
project, thereby reducing the final cost to 
$125,000. Overall, Ibrahim predicts that 

if all projects are completed the district 
could see a possible energy reduction of 
25 percent to 35 percent and a possible 
savings of $100,000 to $130,000.  

Although the improvements would 
technically be considered capital 
improvements, the district wouldn’t need 
to utilize a bond to pay for the project. 
The energy performance contracting 
company would fund the project and 
district officials would pay off the debt 
service to the chosen company using the 
assets acquired from the reduced energy 
costs, therefore allowing the work to pay 
for itself over the course of approximately 
20 years. Even if energy prices decrease 
over time, energy savings is quantified 
based on the reduction in units of 
electricity used, meaning that the savings 
to the district will remain constant. 

Because the project will not require 
a bond, the district is not required to 
submit it to resident voters for approval; 
however the state does offer a 10 percent 
incentive if the proposition is put out to 
voters and approved. Patrick Bellino, 
Director of Operations, Technology, and 
Transportation recommended the district 
allow residents to vote on the proposition 
in the interest of full transparency. 

In addition to improving the energy 

By Janine Bowen 
The Putnam Valley Central School 

District appointed a new interim 
athletic director on Thursday night, 
but apprehension was still voiced as 
the district continues to recycle athletic 
directors at a high rate. 

During a regular Board of Education 
meeting, board members unanimously 
accepted the resignation of current 
athletic director, Marty Nemecek, who 
is set to leave in late February, and 
appointed Brian Burrow, who had been 
working as a physical education teacher, 
to the position. 

“Mr. Burrow has the respect of all of 
our staff and of the administration at the 
high school... he has demonstrated his 
ability to take on a leadership position,” 
said Superintendent Fran Wills. 

Burrow had previously collaborated 
on an impact program for concussion 
prevention and intervention at the high 
school and middle school and has been 
working as an administrative intern. 

After the appointment, parent and 
Football Club founder Rich Dunphy said 
he was concerned about the high turnover 
rate of ADs.  

Dunphy stated the district has had a 
poor track record with athletics positions 
over the years, noting that Burrows will be 

the ninth person to fill the role of athletic 
director in his fifteen years with the 
school. In addition, he noted that popular 
coaches are often not asked to return and 
the district gets a minimal number of 
applications to fill open athletic positions 
in comparison to other local schools. 

“As we head to hire a new AD, I would 
ask the school board to reevaluate their 
hiring process because…I think we fail in 
our hiring’s,” he said. 

Although Dunphy praised Burrows as 
a physical education teacher, he implied 
that Nemecek, along with past coaches, 
was forced to resign due to the complaints 
of a small but vocal group of parents. He 
noted that the constant changes in the 
athletic department make it difficult for 
the Football Club to find volunteers and 
creates confusion and inconsistency for 
the students. 

“Whatever it is, we’re very inconsistent 
and it’s affecting our education,” said 
Dunphy. “It’s frustrating for us when 
we see that the professionals can’t have 
consistency or a constant message for the 
kids and we’re trying to promote things 
for them.” 

Burrow will fill the position of interim 
athletic director until the end of the 
school year and will receive a prorated 
salary of $118,000. 

PV School Officials Look for Ways 
to Reduce Carbon Footprint 

New Interim AD Selected for 
Putnam Valley School System

continued on page 15
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It’s all about you.

The great thing about PCTV is that everyone can have a 

voice. From elected officials and business leaders to 

students and neighbors. We all have stories to tell. We all 

have opinions to share. To lift each other up and bring our 

community closer together. Why not join the discussion? 

To find out how to give the public access to your voice, 

walk to 2 Jackson Street, or go to pctv76.org/contact. 

TALKING
VILLAGE

HOW  TO TURN A GREAT 

WALKING
VILLAGE INTO A GREAT

By Tiffany Jansen
If anyone knows how to run a restaurant, 

it’s Victor Kapiti and Tony Veshta. With a 
combined 55 years in the business, they 
own four restaurants between the two of 
them. And in November of last year, they 
brought their expertise to Mahopac in the 
form of il Laghetto - their first restaurant 
together. 

What makes this partnership 
particularly special is the fact that the two 
men are also brothers-in-laws. Add Kapiti’s 
godfather and previous restaurant partner, 
Tony Kolaj as executive chef, and you’ve 
got a true family affair. 

The menu includes Terrace Club 
favorites, like the Wasabi Crusted Salmon, 
as well as Italian specialties such as the 
Risotto Pescatore, a mouthwatering 
seafood mix infused with Parmesan cheese 
and served with a light marechiara sauce. 

“We have a beautiful menu,” Kapiti 
says. Indeed. Just trying to read through it 
without salivating is a chore. One popular 
dish with customers, for example, is a trio 
of pheasant, quail, and duck breast served 
in three different sauces, aptly named 
Charlie’s Angels. 

Kolaj, who has catered to celebrities 
and VIPs as well as run restaurants of his 
own, uses his 40 plus years of experience 

to create new specials to introduce each 
night. There’s even a special menu planned 
for il Laghetto’s Valentine’s celebration next 
month.

“And we just got professional pasta and 
ravioli machines, so we’re really excited to 
be one of the only restaurants in the area 
serving homemade pastas and raviolis,” 
Kapiti adds.

Kapiti and Veshta acquired the space 

on Mahopac’s South Lake Boulevard in 
May 2014. Formerly the Terrace Club 
Restaurant, il Laghetto, or ‘little lake’ 
in Italian, is set to the backdrop of the 
stunning Lake Mahopac. 

Those who frequented the joint when it 
was the Terrace Club will hardly recognize 
the place once they step inside. The dining 
room has been completely renovated, 
including Venetian walls, stately Roman 

statues, gorgeous chandeliers dangling 
from the ceiling, new chairs and flooring.

il Laghetto’s grand opening was held in 
November, and the place has been buzzing 
ever since. Whatever it is they’re doing, 
they’re doing it right.

Kapiti is constantly pausing during our 
late-night interview to personally greet 
and thank the endless stream of customers 
flowing in and out of the doors. “It’s been 
one of our busiest days,” Kapiti says with 
excitement. “We’ve had a full bar since 
4:30.”

It isn’t just Mahopac that’s falling in love 
with il Laghetto. Kapiti, who currently lives 
in Rockland County, is so taken with the 
hamlet that he’s made plans to move there; 
one of the main reasons being the lake that 
is the pride and joy of many residents. 

And there’s no place better to take it all 
in than il Laghetto. Whether it’s through 
the wall-to-wall windowed dining room or 
outside on the terrace during the warmer 
months, the view simply cannot be beat.

il Laghetto is located at 825 South Lake 
Boulevard in Mahopac. Open Tuesday-
Sunday (check website for times) with happy 
hour every week. For more information, call 
845-621-5200 or visit them online at www.
theterraceclubrestaurant.com. il Laghetto is 
also on Facebook.

il Laghetto Continental Restaurant 
Mahopac

Business 

of the Week

COURTESY OF SKIP PEARLMAN PHOTOGRPAHY 
Victor Kapiti stands inside the gorgeous il Laghetto of  Mahopac. He and partner Tony Veshta are 
partners with 55 years of  restaurant experience between the two of  them, which is easy to see 
considering how popular il Laghetto become.
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efficiency of the district, Ibrahim and 
board of education members noted that 
the work required for the project could be 
integrated into class curriculums across 
all three schools. 

“The science, the ecology, the 
economics, the math; there’s a treasure 
trove of curriculum opportunities in 
this project that we could implement in 
our schools,” said board member David 
Spittal. 

The board agreed to begin looking 
into the prospect of hiring an energy 

performance contractor, which is a 
process that will potentially take a year 
and a half. Once the district issues a 
request for proposal (RFP) the process 
must continue for twelve weeks, which is 
one month longer than the typical RFP 
process. Following the acceptance of a 
bid, the project must be submitted to the 
State Education Department for approval. 
Ibrahim estimates that, if the process were 
to start immediately, work could begin 
on the project in 2016, with the bulk 
of construction taking place while the 
students are out of class. 

continued from page 9

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts and more to come at Somers Custom Framing!PV School Officials Look for Ways 
to Reduce Carbon Footprint

By Martin Wilbur
Area state legislators gave Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo’s State of the State address last 
week mixed reviews, generally lauding 
him for proposals to encourage business 
growth but leveling strong criticism 
against his education policy.

Cuomo, who delivered a nearly 
hour-and-a-half address in Albany last 
Wednesday afternoon where he also 
unveiled a proposed $150 billion 2015-
16 budget, laid out an ambitious agenda 
which includes substantial money for 
infrastructure projects and a bold social 
agenda, that among other things, will 
significantly raise the minimum wage.

However, several local lawmakers 
talked of their disappointment and 
frustration that a proposed $1.1 billion 
increase in state aid for education will 
come with a series of conditions that 
are likely to be met by stiff opposition 
from both sides of the aisle and possibly 
alienate teachers’ unions.

State Sen. George Latimer (D-Rye) 
said that the state is “accelerating down 
the wrong road on education.” There 
were no plans offered to eliminate the 
Gap Elimination Adjustment, which 
reallocated a portion of education funds 
to close a state budget gap under former 
governor David Paterson, and does not 
project levels of school aid.

Furthermore, Cuomo’s education 

plan bases half of teachers’ evaluation 
on standardized test scores when there 
is already excessive mandatory testing, 
Latimer said. The “one-size-fits-all 
approach,” which lumps the challenges 
with of urban districts with suburban 
districts, is misguided.

“The majority of Westchester’s school 
districts do not need these changes -- 
they are performing at a high level of 
excellence already,” Latimer said. “And 
I certainly don’t think the problem with 
our results with students falls primarily 
on the teachers.”

Latimer said he intends to support 
some local and regional projects that 
have been proposed such as mixed-use 
developments at Metro-North train 
stations, reducing the net income tax 
on small businesses from 6.5 percent to 
2.5 percent over three years and adding 
a renter’s credit to tax relief provisions 
when a community complies with the tax 
cap.

Assemblywoman Sandy Galef 
(D-Ossining) said she was pleased 
with the more than 4 percent boost in 
spending. As a longtime supporter of a 
circuit breaker to help property owners, 
she also supports that initiative and the 
property tax credit programs.

Galef also agreed that it is worthwhile 
to use $5 billion in legal settlements on 
infrastructure projects.

But Galef said she was hesitant to 
support the expansion of charter schools-
-with the ceiling being raised from 460 
to 560 charters statewide -- and a new 
teacher evaluation system in which 50 
percent of the evaluation is students’ 
performance on standardized tests.

“I tend to think that’s probably very 
high,” Galef said. 

State Sen. Terrence Murphy 
(R-Yorktown), in the capital for his 
first State of the State address, praised 
Cuomo’s proposals to lower the small 
business tax rate to 2.5 percent over the 
next three years and improve the state’s 
infrastructure, which should help to 
create jobs.

He also complimented the governor 
for using the $5 billion legal settlement to 
pay to repair crumbling roads and bridges 
and make investments in new water and 
sewer systems.

“There are several worthy infrastructure 
projects in the Hudson Valley that I 
commend the governor for presenting 
and will work in a bipartisan manner to 
generate support for them,” Murphy said.

However, he said he wants to see the 
Gap Elimination Adjustment, which he 
called a “scheme” that took 5 percent of 
school funding away in 2009, eliminated. 
The GOP Senate Majority Conference 
plans to make that a major push this 
session, Murphy added.

The most caustic criticism came from 
Assemblyman Steven Katz (R-Yorktown), 
who called Cuomo’s agenda an “ultra 
liberal screed that is intended to try and 
prop him up as a presidential contender.”

“I think that he has done nothing to 
eliminate the barrier that there are for 
businesses to come in and thrive,” Katz 
said, noting the only reason the budget 
may be balanced is the money from the 
$5 billion settlement. 

David Propper and Rick Pezzullo 
contributed to this report.

Region Lawmakers Give Cuomo’s Proposals a Tepid Response

Governor Andrew Cuomo.

The Cornell Cooperative Extension of Putnam County Master Gardener (MG) Volunteers are once again offering (2) $500 
scholarships to qualified high school seniors living in Putnam County.  Candidates will be graduating seniors and residents of 
Putnam County.  Candidates will be pursuing a degree in the field of Plant Science, Horticulture, Floriculture, Architectural 
Landscape Design, Forestry, Botany or any other environmentally related program.

Participation requirements include a short essay of not more than 400 words describing the applicant’s desired field of study 
and educational goals.  In addition two letters of recommendation must be submitted including one from a teacher, guidance 
counselor, or employer.

The letters of recommendation, essay, and application should be sent to Zshawn Sullivan, MG Scholarship co-chair, 8 Hudson 
River Lane, Garrison New York 10524.  Scholarship application deadline is May 15 with interviews scheduled in mid-May.  For 
additional information please contact: sullivan@highlands.com

Master Gardeners of Cornell Cooperative 
Extension Offers Scholarships



January 27 - February 2, 2015 The Putnam Examiner12

Letter to the Editor

Claire M. O’Sullivan
Claire M. O’Sullivan, 52, of Carmel, 

died on January 19. Claire was born 
on May 15, 1962 to Vincent and Brigid 
(Santry) Nonnon in the Bronx. She was a 
Secretary for the Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine in the Bronx.   Claire is 
survived by her husband Patrick, her 
son Patrick, her mother Brigid Nonnon, 
four siblings; Cathleen Barkley, Stephen 
Nonnon, Maureen Burakiewicz, and 
Paul Nonnon and many adoring nieces 
and nephews. She is predeceased by her 
beloved father; Vincent.

Virginia A. Wilkie
Virginia A. Wilkie, 91, of Carmel, 

died on January 21. Mrs. Wilkie was 
born on March 27, 1923 to Leon S. 
and Emma H. (Peterson) Kinsman in 
Greenfield, MA.   On May 23, 1943, 
she married the love of her life, Earl 
Wilkie, in Lexington, MA. Virginia was 
very active in her community and was 
a member of the Rainbow Girls and in 
the past was a Halstead Union Cemetery 
Trustee. Before she retired, Mrs. Wilkie, 
worked in the Lakeland Central School 
District as a Library A.V. Assistant.   She 
is survived by her devoted husband of 
almost 72 years; Earl, her two loving 
children; Peter L. Wilkie of Garrison, 

NY and Marcia J. Campetti of Sherman, 
CT, her brother Kenneth Kinsman and 
her sister; Linda Thorganson, and two 
adoring grandchildren; Kimberly J. 
Campetti and Kristen M. Campetti and 
she is predeceased by her brother; Roland 
Kinsman and her sisters; Thelma Cann 
and Barbara Potter.

Lillian Figliola
Lillian Figliola, 88, of Carmel, died 

on January 22. Mrs. Figliola was born 
on November 6, 1926 to William and 
Rose (Panicek) Matthies in the Bronx. 

On December 21, 1946, she married the 
love of her life, Michael J. Figliola.   Mrs. 
Figliola has lived in the Carmel area 
for the past 36 years and before that, 
Mahopac. Before she retired, Lillian 
was a Manager at Guide Post in Carmel. 
Lillian was very active in her community 
and was a member of the Carmel Ladies 
Auxiliary Fire Department in Carmel, 
NY.   She is survived by her beloved 
daughter; Susan Tompkins; her sister 
Helen Ganley; one grandchild and three 
great-grandchildren. She is predeceased 
by her beloved husband, Michael.
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At the Jan 22 public hearing about 
the Crossroads 312 proposed project, 
there was standing-room only with the 
majority of the  residents supporting 
our reasonable, responsible position 
to keep the Rural Commercial code 
which would by Special Permit allow 
a hotel and low density commercial 
development. What was so troubling 
was the attorney for the developer, 
O’Rourke while allegedly clarifying the 
parameters of the code, deliberately 

misled the audience into believing 
that the Code permitted non-profit 
making enterprises i.e. a cemetery 
and a kennel. It should be noted that 
the code not only covered this area 
on Route 312 but other areas of the 
town and therefore, the creators of the 
code wished to give as much latitude 
as possible.  Well, Councilwoman 
Eckardt exposed O’Rourke and his 
unscrupulous omissions by clarifying 
the code not once but several times.  

But the best was to come when resident 
Samantha Jacobs asked the developers’ 
consultants to explain how the 
residents of the town were to obtain the 
per year $860 tax reduction? Silence - 
embarrassing, deafening silence.  But 
that was the claim in the slick video, 
was it not? 

Ann Fanizzi
Town of Southeast 

A unique opportunity for a fun-
filled day at the Mahopac Library, 668 
Route 6, Mahopac is being sponsored 
by Cornell Cooperative Extension’s 
4-H Youth Development Program on 
Sunday February 8 from 2 p.m. to 5 
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4-H and take part in some interactive, 
hands-on experiments presented by 
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will hold a marshmellow or even 
pennies? Test your engineering talent 
& find out. 

Nose Dive: Will you take a nosedive? 
All you need to find out is a sheet of 
paper! Fold a Navy Jet and experiment 
with lift and drag to make it go left, 
right and loop de loop. 

Eat Your Science: Cooking can be 
similar to a chemical equation! Make 
yummy ice cream while learning 
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This program is open to Putnam 

youth ages 5 & up who are accompanied 
by a parent or guardian.  Participants 
need not be 4-H members. Families are 
welcome.  There is a registration fee of 
$10 per person, or $25 per family (up 
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available on The Cornell Cooperative 
Extension website: http://putnam.cce.
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In this month’s 
issue of Psychology 
Today, Andrea 
Bonior, Ph.D., 
author of The 
Friendship Fix, 
describes the worst 
things to say to 
a friend who is 
suffering.  These 
platitudes, she says, 
may make matters 
worse even though 
the urge to use them may be strong.  The 
same applies to when we are talking to 
our children.  If you are mindful about 
what you say you are less likely to confuse 
or anger your loved ones and more likely 
to be helpful, as intended.  Here are 
four things to avoid saying to friends or 
children and suggestions for what to say 
instead.  
“I know how you feel.”

Whether you are talking to a friend or a 

child, be careful to avoid turning someone 
else’s problem into a chance to talk about 
yourself.  Even if you’ve been through 
similar circumstances, other factors 
are at play that make how you felt and 
coped different from how another person 
might.  Age, psychological characteristics, 
situational characteristics, and a host 
of other variables can affect how each 
individual handles struggles.  It’s great 
to empathize and relate to other people’s 
challenges, but validate their feelings 
before assuming you know exactly how 
they feel.  
“This is God’s plan.”

This remark can be confusing for some 
and infuriating for many.  Children in 
particular may not understand why 
exactly God would plan for them to bear 
such adverse circumstances and to feel so 
helpless and sad.  If these beliefs bring a 
friend peace, allow her to share that with 
you, but avoid offering it up on your own.  
You might come off like you think you’ve 
got fate all figured out.  
“If you need anything, give me a call.”

Don’t put the burden on the sufferer to 
come to you for help.  This line offers a 
friend a vague promise of help, but you 
are better off offering tangible help, for 
example, asking if she’d like you to pick 
up her kids up after school or to do some 
food shopping for her.  When it comes to 

your own children, don’t wait for them 
to come to you if you know something 
is going on.  Talk to them about what 
they need from you.  This is especially 
important if you are a parent who does 
not live with your children.  
“. . .”

Saying nothing at all can be the worst 
thing you can do to a friend or a child 
who is dealing with adversity.  People are 
often scared of saying the wrong thing 
and, especially when it comes to subjects 
like dating and sex, parents can be afraid 
of handling a subject all wrong.  Saying 
nothing, however, can be painful and 
leave children feeling confused and left 
alone to jump to their own conclusions.  
Don’t wait for them to come to you.   
When in doubt ask questions and let your 
loved one explain their feelings to you.  

Dr. Jaime Black is a licensed psychologist 
practicing in Westchester and New York 
City. Jaime works with high-functioning 
individuals on the autism spectrum, doing 

psychotherapy, conducting evaluations, 
and facilitating various socialization 
groups including an improv social skills 
group. Visit www.spectrumservicesnyc.
com, e-mail JaimeBlackPsyD@gmail.com 
or call (914)712-8208.

Visit 
TheExaminerNews.com 

and click on Puzzles  
at the top of the  

homepage to play  
today's crossword!

Across
1 Trash
4 It was a mega Chinese IPO in 2014
11 Westchester time
12 Canons, e.g.
13 Savings alternative
14 Views
15 A body of troops or Putnam golf 
club
17 Cruel Roman emperor
18 Alternative maker
19 Youth group (abbr)
22 Bumper sticker word
24 Boat covers, for short
26 Completed
27 Maui state (abbr.)
29 ___ no more
30 Patterson children’s camp
32 Fast cat
35 Predecessor of rock steady
36 Gilded
37 Wright wing?
38 Scroll origin point
39 Court divider

Down
1 Lowered oneself
2 Dayan, for one
3 Had the top role (in)
4 Berry in some energy boosters
5 Cowboy’s catcher
6 Gravity
7 ‘’It’s __ real!’’

8 Rainbow shape
9 Be up
10 One with a burden
16 Bird of Arabian legend
19 Quartz and mica
20 Stipple
21 Driveway type
23 Greek letters
25 Hole maker
28 Enraged
30 Take note of
31 Three-toed bird
32 Rotter
33 Clamor
34 Medieval ___

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 18

Clark is a sweet & happy Ê
boy who would love a Ê

family of his own!  Ê
 Ê

845-225-7777 Ê

The Putnam  Ê
Humane SocietyÊ

Pet ofÊ
the Ê

Week:Ê
ClarkÊ

“Children in particular may not 
understand why exactly God would plan 

for them to bear such adverse circumstances 
and to feel so helpless and sad.“

Parenting Pep Talk: The Four Worst Things to Say to a Suffering Loved One

By Dr. Jaime 
Fleckner Black
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BIG GAME SUNDAY
February 1

BIG GAME BIG GAME 
Patriots

SUNDAYSUNDAY
Seahawks

Entry Donation $250
Register Early and Save $50

$200 Buy In Donation, if registered and 
paid before 02/28/15, for 3000 chips 

Register On-Line and get 1000 chip bonus 
$50 Double your stack at the door 

200 Prizes for HigH Hands
food & refresHments all day

TWO $10,000 WSOP 2015

Main EvEnT SEaTS in LaS vEgaS

WiLL BE aWardEd!

f o r  

Thank You For Your Support! 
HVCPA is a tax exempt organization pursuant to Section 501(c)(3) ofthe Internal Revenue Code. Copies of the most recent annual report of HVCPA may be obtained upon request. 

Your contribution will be tax deductible to the full extent of the law.

March 21, 2015

A Full House

 CheCk In 9:00am

Cards Fly 10:30am

Opportunity
2015 Hudson Valley Cerebral Palsy 

Charity Poker Classic

15 mount ebo road soutH, brewster, new york 10509 
(845) 878.9078 x.4115

witH wPt Celebrity 
guest Player

Tony Dunst

Credit Cards Accepted & PayPal Available Online. 
For more information about registration or sponsorship opportunities, contact Maria Wishnia at (845) 878-9078, x 4115

You Must Be 21 Years Or Older To Participate In This Event.

Prizes
1st: $10k Seat To 2015 Main Event Plus Airfare
2nd: $10k Seat To 2015 Main Event
3rd: $2,700 Seat Borgata Open
4th: $1,675 Seat WSOP Ring Circuit Event
5th: $1,100 Seat Mohegan Spring Showdown Event
6th: $400 Seat Foxwoods Weekend Mini Series
7th: $330 Seat Mohegan Super Sunday Special
8th: $300 Foxwoods Saturday Special
9th: $250 Seat and $50 Double Stack 2016 FH for O
10th: $250 Seat 5th Annual JDRF Poker Tournament

To RegisTeR and FoR MoRe inFoRMaTion go To:

hTTp://www.hvcpa.oRg/siTes/pokeR
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MAIN EVENT SEATS
IN LAS VEGAS

WILL BE AWARDED!

CALL Today!
845 621-2750

271 Rt 6 • Mahopac NY

Your Big Game party is more 
important than the game ... 

Order Early and 
Receive 10% OFF! *

*pick up before 3:00 Sunday Feb 1st

Platters - Wings

Salads 

Hot entrees and

World Famous Wedges !

$1495  Foot**

* includes 1 lb 

Sally Sherman 

Potato 

or Macaroni 

Salad

Big Game 
Deals

24 Award 
Winning 
Flavors !

Always Fresh !

271 Rt 6 • Mahopac NY • 845 621 1977 • www.planetwings.com

Place your orders 
in Advance !
Don’t wait til 
Game Day !

We Deliver !!

INSTANT TENNIS!

ONLY
$49

(Min. 3 People)
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Analyzing This Year’s Super Bowl From a Culinary Perspective

What’s the Most Popular Home Project? Beats Me!

Super Bowl 
Sunday brings 
together friends and 
family to indulge 
in the biggest junk 
food day of the year. 

Once a year we 
indulge guilt-free 
in those waist-
widening, artery-
clogging foods we 

try to fastidiously avoid all year. And what 
better way to wash down those calories 
and fat than with your favorite beverage. 

But what to consume on this traditional 
National Junk Food Day?

According to the National Restaurant 
Association, 48 million Americans will 
order takeout food. What will we be 
eating? For 69 percent of us, we will be 
noshing on chips, dips and salsa and 63 
percent will be inhaling chicken wings. In 
fact, National Chicken Council 
projects that 1.25 billion chicken 
wings will be devoured. They 
calculate that is enough to put 
572 wings on every seat in all 32 
NFL stadiums.

A few statistics as a 
reference point for the game:

On the field: The New 
England Patriots are 
appearing in their eighth 

Super Bowl (tied for 
most all-time), with 
three wins. This is the 
Seattle Seahawks’ third 
appearance with one win. 
Two proven teams vying 
for additional glory.

Off the field: The average 
price of a ticket to the game is expected 
to reach a record high of over $3,000. 
The average viewer will be spending an 
average of $78 on food, beverages and 
team merchandise. That adds up to a 
whopping $14.3 billion. A 30-second 
commercial costs a record $4.5 million. 

With these factoids as a base, here’s 
my premise for this week’s column: a 
Super Bowl Challenge for the best food, 
wine and beer produced in the two rival 
football regions. 

Food: Each region has its iconic foods. 
Which is superior? 

From the culinary heights of haute 
cuisine in the downtown area to the 
ultimate Italian comfort food in the 

North End, Boston diners have 
numerous fine choices. Iconic 
dishes like New England clam 
chowder and Boston baked 

beans are steeped in the 
colonial underpinnings of 

the city and region. And 
don’t forget the fresh 

cannoli at Mike’s Pastry.
But don’t count out 

Seattle. Its proximity to 
Northwest waters makes 
it famous for fresh seafood 
sold at Pike’s Place Fish 
Market. A sample dish 
that showcases Seattle’s 

culinary diversity is cedar-planked 
salmon with wild huckleberry demi-
glace, caramelized Walla Walla sweet 
onions and Washington apple pie. 

If this category determined the Super 
Bowl winner, New England would win 
hands down.

Wine: Washington State is one of the 
premier producers of fine Cabernet 
Sauvignon and Bordeaux blends. There 
are over 700 wineries, a number of which 
are a short distance from Seattle. Quilceda 
Creek, Andrew Will and Chateau Ste. 
Michelle consistently produce quality 
wines year after year. 

Although Massachusetts’ Westport 
Rivery produces a worthy sparkling wine 
and Rhode Island’s Sakonnett Vineyards 
offers Cock of the Walk Red, they can’t 
compete with the terroir of Washington 
State. 

Seattle dominates New England in this 
category.

Beer: Craft beers are growing in 
popularity, a testament to the new 

generation of talented brew masters. Both 
teams’ quarterbacks are stars, Russell 
Wilson having more recently come into 
prominence and Tom Brady continuing 
to exert his inimitable perseverance and 
talent on the playing field. So, too, the 
beers of each region. Each city overflows 
with craft breweries – over 150 each, 
several with national reputations. 

For Seattle, look for those available in 
our area: Pyramid, Red Hook and Elysian. 
Of course, Boston has its Samuel Adams. 
This is the most difficult category, but I 
have to give the nod to Sam Adams for 
its consistent performance, its skill at 
offering a wide range of choices and the 
beautiful women it seems to attract – just 
like the Pats’ Brady. 

Which team will claim bragging rights 
for the next year? Which region will 
claim culinary dominance? Whatever 
your plans are for the Big Day, relax with 
your favorite junk food, your beverage of 
choice and enjoy the game.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

In my many years as both a 
homeowner and homestyles 
journalist, I have observed that 
home repair and improvement 
projects tend to fall into three 
categories: the ones you need 
to do, the ones you want to 
do and the ones you do solely 
to increase the value of your 
home.

The urgent projects you 
find in the first category, such 
as leaky pipes, cold furnaces 
or an invasion of termites, 
are the ones most likely to 
grab the dollars in the average 
homeowner’s repair budget. 
Postponing these repairs 
can not only make a home 
uncomfortable, but can also lead to a small 
problem getting worse and costing even 
more to repair.

Projects meant to boost a home’s value 
take on their own urgency when we first 
begin to anticipate moving. The scruffy 
front door that we learned to ignore or the 
outdated bathroom vanity suddenly stands 
out as a liability that could make our home 
harder to sell. We consult lists of which 
projects will give us the most bang for our 
buck, spruce up what we can, and when it’s 
all done we may sit back and think, “Gee, it 
wouldn’t be so bad to stay here now.”

The home improvements that are 
left “for later” are the ones that have no 

particular urgency or potential 
return on investment but would 
please us personally. Now that 
I am finally ensconced in my 
new residence I can enjoy a 
few projects for pleasure, with 
the first major one being the 
installation of custom shelving. 
The past few years have certainly 
been a whirlwind of projects, 
repairs and contractors for me 
and Mrs. Home Guru, and it 
got me wondering what other 
homeowners were working on, 
and how much of it was a result 
of urgent need and how much 
was for personal expression.

To satisfy my curiosity, I first 
turned to Angie’s List, the well-

known website where paid subscribers rate 
local businesses. On their home page (once 
you have subscribed) they list the top 20 
most popular services under “Home, Yard, 
Auto, Pets & More.” As might be expected, 
urgent situations made up nearly half of 
the list, with plumbing, heating and air 
conditioning and roofing comprising the 
top three. 

Other practical and sensible services 
that were most needed included carpet 
cleaning, pest control, large appliance 
repair, housecleaning and general 
handyman services. The services on the 
list I could imagine being either for fun or 
for increasing value included interior and 

exterior painting, landscaping and general 
and kitchen remodeling. I was amused to 
see “moving” at the bottom of the list, as 
though the beleaguered homeowner has 
finally said, “Enough!”

HomeAdvisor.com offers a similar 
service as Angie’s List and their site gave 
me a little more data to explore. Their top 
projects are listed in order of popularity 
within each category, but I was most 
interested in their extensive list of most 
popular projects by city.  At the risk of 
reading too much into things, but also 
acknowledging that The Home Guru can 
be allowed a few flights of fancy, I decided 
to compare New York with Tampa and 
Minneapolis.

Judging by the list, New York comes 
across as a city of serious builders. 
Two of the three top projects as of this 
writing involved architects/engineers 
and concrete, reminding me of the city’s 
well-known canyon of skyscrapers. The 
third project in the top three was heating 
and furnace systems, reflecting the brutal 
winters that often hit New York. Finally, 
although home security services made the 
list of top 50 projects in each of the three 
cities I viewed, nowhere did it rank as high 
as it did in New York, coming in sixth. 
Even with crime in New York at relatively 
low levels, the residents there still need to 
feel safe.

The two top projects in Tampa were 
designers and decorators and garages and 

garage doors, reflecting a population who 
can devote a little more time to the upkeep 
of their homes, as opposed to tending to 
urgent repairs. As befitting a location in 
a warm climate, swimming pools were in 
the top 10 along with pest control. The cold 
weather here in New York may drive some 
pests indoors to live with us, but at least it 
also culls some of the population each year, 
so we have that working in our favor.

Finally, I perused the top projects in 
chilly Minneapolis, and found that the top 
10 included insulation, windows and snow 
removal service. But it’s not always winter 
in Minnesota, so I shouldn’t have been too 
surprised to see decks made the top 10 as 
well. I imagine that when the summers 
are short, you would want to be outside 
enjoying them as much as you can.

It seems that nationwide we are a diligent 
bunch, prioritizing our home projects by 
urgency first before turning to those that 
give us pleasure. 

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, Inc., 
the longest running public relations agency 
in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.com), 
specializing in lifestyles, real estate and 
development. His real estate site is: www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his blog is: 
www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To engage the 
services of Bill Primavera and his team to 
market your home for sale, call 914-522-
2076.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
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The Putnam Valley Central School 
District was notified on Friday that 
middle school science teacher, Mrs. 
Maria Bradfield, has been named a New 
York State STEM Master Teacher.  STEM 
is an acronym for Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics. The New 
York State Master Teacher Program was 
established by Governor Cuomo to 
identify, reward, and support master 
math and science teachers throughout 
New York State.

Mrs. Bradfield went through an 
extensive application process, which 
included a content speciality test, 
submission of recommendations from 
an administrator, a colleague, and 
a student, undergrad and graduate 
transcripts, and APPR scores.  As a 
finalist she faced a full day interview 
which included several different phases, 
including teaching a lesson to other 
STEM teachers, and solo interviews 
with a science professor and a school of 

education professor.
Mrs. Bradfield shared her experience 

and said “Incredible scientists such 
as Brian Green and Neil deGrasse 
Tyson often speak of the need to 
protect science education and enhance 
scientific literacy, citing that so 
many of the situations and scenarios 
impacting our world and our future are 
grounded in science. We need a public 
that understands and respects science. 
Otherwise, how can we make informed 
decisions about these impactful topics? 
As scientists and science educators, 
we have a responsibility to promote 
respect and understanding of science. 
Each year at Back to School Night, I 
tell parents that my goal as a science 
teacher is not necessarily to try to 
convince their children to become 
scientists, but rather to foster their 
abilities to think like scientists. Science 
is not about cold and dry facts. As 
Carl Sagan said, “Science is a way of 

thinking much more that it is a body 
of knowledge.”  Science incorporates 
logic and deductive reasoning to 
analyze and make sense of things based 
on evidence and observations. These 
are crucial skills that carry over to the 
world outside of the science classroom. 
I hope that by being a part of the STEM 
Master Teacher Program, I am afforded 
an amazing opportunity to work with 
scientists and educators who are excited 
as I am by science and its importance.”  
Superintendent of the Putnam Valley 
School District, Dr. Fran Wills said 
“”We are thrilled to acknowledge and 
celebrate New York State’s recognition 
of Ms. Maria Bradfield as a STEM 
Master Teacher after a challenging 
application process.  On behalf of the 
Board of Education of the Putnam 
Valley School District, I want to convey 
our pride in Maria’s accomplishment 
and our gratitude to Maria and her 
fellow teachers for sharing their passion 

for learning and excellence with the 
students of the Putnam Valley schools.”

Governor Cuomo included this 
announcement at the Governor’s State 
of the State address on January 21.

The Kent Conservation Advisory 
Committee (KCAC) is hosting a juried 
photo competition, which is open to all.  
The competition was officially announced 
in the KCAC’s December edition of 
its online KCAC Nature Almanac, a 
compilation of nature postings written 
by members and other nature observers. 
The Almanac can be found by visiting the 
KCAC website at: http://kentcac.info.

“Beautiful scenery is easy to find in 
our town,” said KCAC Chairwoman Beth 
Herr. “Abundant biodiversity awaits in 
Kent’s lakes, cliffs, forests and backyards. 
We hope anyone interested will grab their 
cameras – or smart phones – and capture 
the beauty and nature of Kent.” 

A maximum of three submissions 
per photographer will be considered for 
the show. The images will be judged on 
artistic merit and how they express an 
aspect of nature in Kent. Participants 
are asked to include an explanation as 
to where and why each photo was taken. 
Recommended photo size: 1920 x 2400 
pixels or larger.

The winning photos will be exhibited 
at the Kent Public Library for the month 
of June and will be included in the Kent 
Nature Almanac. Photos should be sent 
to: herrszur@comcast.net. The deadline 
for submitting images for the contest is 
May 15.

The Yale Invitational at Yale University 
in New Haven, Connecticut is a huge meet 
with a few thousand runners from 12 states 
competing. 

At the Friday night session, which was 
all Relay events, Carmel had four girl’s 
relay teams and three boy’s relay teams 
compete.

For the Carmel girls, the distance medley 
relay (DMR) team of  Andrea Cortina in 
the 1600 meters, Angela Castronuovo 
the 800 meters, Emma McSherry the 400 
Meters ,and Clare McNerney the 1200 
meters ran 13:20, the 4 by 800 meter team 
of Kelly Ryder, Kristen McNerney, Kayla 
Sexton, and Jillian Aiello ran 10:26, the 4 by 
400 meter Team of Isabella Yepes, Lindsey 
Broderick,Ava Rinaldi, and Sarah Cassidy 

ran 4:46, and the 4 by 200 meter Team of 
Kirstyn  Velasquez, Nicole Collabolletta, 
Amy Ziegelmeier, and Mia Karas ran 2:08.

For the Carmel Boys, the 4 by 800 meter 
team of Liam Murphy, Jack Bohrman, 
Cameron Turk, and Jacob Aiello ran 
9:46,the 4 by 400 meter team of Grayson 
Wright, Ryan Hoo, Liam Carmody, and 
Brandan Villegas ran 3:50, and the 4 by 200 
meter team of Reece Wong, Dylan Blake, 
Nick Carosi, and Finnbar Ruane ran 1:53.

At the Saturday Session, Benito Muniz 
was 2nd in the Mile in 4:17, the 6th fastest 
time recorded by a New York runner so 
far this Indoor Season, Sawyer Maher was 
19th out of 319 boys in the 3000 Meters in 
8:56, and Angela Castronuovo was 53rd 
out of 236 girls in the 3000 Meters in 11:00.

PHOTO: BETH HERR
A lone sentinel guards a misty landscape.

CHARLES RHUDA PHOTO
Four Carmel high school track athletes of  the 4 by 400 relay team take time to strike a pose during a 
recent track meet.

Mrs. Maria Bradfield with a Putnam Valley student.

Putnam Valley Teacher Named NYS STEM Master Teacher

KCAC to Hold Kent Nature 
Almanac Photo Competition

Carmel Track Excels at Yale 
Invitational Indoor Meet
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Ongoing
Reed Memorial Library presents, 

Beginning Yoga and Crafts for children 
ages 3 - 5.  Thursdays 10:30 a.m.-11:30 
p.m., Feb. 5-March 5th. Wear comfortable 
clothes and bring a mat or large towel if 
you have one. Call to Register 845-225-
2439

In-Stitches Knitting Club at Reed 
Library (845-225-2439).  Wednesday 
mornings 10:30 a.m. to noon and 
Thursday evenings 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.  
Beginners and experienced knitters and 
crocheters are welcomed in this fun and 
friendly group.  

Winter Farm Market
This season, the Winter Market will be 

open every Sunday until May 31, from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The Winter Market 
footprint will be located in the lower 
level of the HVCPA building (15 Mt. 
Ebo Road South, ) and we are proud and 
excited to showcase vendors including:  
Vegetables, fruit, meat, fish, jams, bread 
and baked goods (gluten free too!), eggs, 
mushrooms, food artisans and specialty 
items from local growers and producers. 

Cancer Support: 
Support Connection, Inc., a not-for 

profit organization that provides free, 
confidential support services for people 
affected by breast and ovarian cancer, 
offers a wide range of free support groups 
women with breast and ovarian cancer. 
Groups focus on topics pertaining to 
living with cancer through all stages of 
diagnosis, treatment and post-treatment. 
They are offered in Westchester, 
Putnam and Dutchess, and by toll-free 

teleconference. For a complete calendar 
of groups at all locations, visit www.
supportconnection.org. Advance 
registration is required for all groups; call 
914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.

Save the Date: 
Registration for Kindergarten 

Brewster – Kindergarten registration for 
the Brewster High School Class of 2028 
takes place the week of March 2 – March 
6.  Children who will be five years of 
age on or before December 1, 2015, are 
eligible to register for September classes.  
Families residing within the Brewster 
School District are asked to call John F. 
Kennedy Elementary at 279-2087 x 4111 
to make an appointment.  

Sunday, March 8 
No. Westchester / Putnam St. Patrick’s 

Day Parade. Eastbound on Route 6, 
Mahopac.  Step Off Time: 2 p.m.

Wednesday, April 15 
17th Annual Hudson Valley Food 

& Wine Experience.  6 p.m.-9 p.m. 
Benefiting the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester.  Women’s Resource Center

Friday, March 20 
Mahopac Knights of Columbus 

presents:  The Chiclettes.  New York’s 
premier girl group performing hits 
from the 60’s to today.  Putnam County 
Golf Course.  187 Hill Street Mahopac, 
NY.   Doors open at 7 p.m. / Show at 8 
p.m.  $37 per person pre-order / $40 at 
the door. Hot buffet included / Cash bar 
For tickets and information  call Mike at 
914-837-2368 or Tom at 914-329-3099.  

Proceeds benefit Knights Scholarship 
fund and community charities

Wednesday, January 28 
The next meeting of The American 

Legion Argonne Post 71.  The post 
is located on Ice Pond Road and the 
meeting will be called to order 7 p.m. 
New members are always welcome.

Thursday, January, 29 
The Tri-State IBM Retirees Club will 

hold their January meeting: 1:30 p.m. in 
the meeting hall of the United Methodist 
Church, 1176 E. Main Street, Shrub 
Oak.   The scheduled speaker is Jim 
Loehle, Vice President, Gary Goldberg 
Financial Services. Refreshments and 
sign-in at 1 PM. New members welcome. 
Information: (914) 528-5916.

Saturday, January 31
The Children’s Theatre Company 

of Peekskill will present two musicals 
at The Ford Theatre in Peekskill on 
Saturday and Sunday, January 31, 
February 1, 7 and 8 at 3 p.m. The double 
musical treat, appropriate for children 
and adults, includes: The Ugly Duckling, 
Music & Lyrics by Frank Sanchez & 
Mehr Mansuri based on Original Story 
by Hans Christian Andersen; and Stone 
Soup, an adaption by Mehr Mansuri and 
Jill Bolstridge with Music and Lyrics 
by Frank Sanchez & Mehr Mansuri in 
collaboration with Lory Lazarus. The 
performance is located at The Ford 
Theatre, Peekskill Admin Building, 1031 
Elm Street, Peekskill. Tickets are $10 per 
person and can be purchased above or at 
The Ford Theatre. For information, 914-
325-1053

Traveling Route 6: Patterson Library, 
1167 Rte. 311 Patterson: “Traveling Route 
6” Saturday January 31 at 1 p.m. Travel 
Route 6 from Cape Cod to California 
with author Joe Hurley. Hear fascinating 
stories and see riveting pictures of the 
people he met and places he saw on his 
journey along America’s longest highway. 
Don’t miss this exclusive behind the 
scenes look at his book Ten Million Steps 
on Route 6. Registration preferred, walk-
ins welcome if space allows. To register 
or for more information, visit us online 
at www.pattersonlibrary.org and click on 
calendar or call 845-878-6121 x10. Free 
program. 

February is Recycling Awareness 
Month and will be known as Febrecycling: 
Patterson New Recycling Initiative It is 
a tax saving initiative. It’s simply called 
75/25.  A homeowner’s trash should 
be 75% Recyclables and 25% Garbage. 
Patterson State of Mind 75/25 845-878-
4956.  www.refuse@pattersonny.org

Sunday, February 1
THE German American Club 

Presents: Super Bowl Party, Sun Feb 1, 
Doors open 4 p.m. Cost: $10. Per person 
Includes appetizers, buffet, desserts, Cash 
bar.  Free parking11 Kramers Pond Road, 
Putnam Valley (845)528-5800  www.
gac1936.com.

Tuesday February 3
The Reads at Reed Book Club will 

be meeting on Tuesday, February 3rd at 
7pm to discuss the book Little Bee by 
Chris Cleave.   The meeting will be held 
at Reed Memorial Library.  Contact 845-
225-2439 with any questions.”

Crossword Answers

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com

The two teams met again last Friday, 
a tense matchup that saw Mahopac 
top Carmel, 58-50. No incidents were 
reported and the accused player did not 
play. 

A third referee was added to officiate 
the game, and security was heightened. 
Multiple administrators were also on 
hand for the Mahopac home game. Unless 
the two teams meet in postseason play, 
that was the last boys’ basketball contest 
between the two rivals.

The public microscope surrounding 
the allegations and ensuing investigation 
has been compounded by the controversy 
last year when eight Mahopac students 
were suspended when they sent out 
racist tweets following a February 2014 
basketball game against Mount Vernon. 

Monahan said it’s impossible to do his 
job as the district’s school chief and not 

acknowledge that history as he tries to 
steer parents and students through this 
current situation. 

“Obviously it’s very much on the mind 
of the public both in our community 
and elsewhere,” Monahan said. “It also is 
something we talk to our kids about, not 
just the athletes but everybody, that you’re 
from Mahopac and people are going to 
make judgments, sometimes it won’t be 
fair, but life isn’t always fair. I think it’s 
frustrating to some of our kids that people 
jump to conclusions about the district.”

Before a decision was reached, 
Monahan said last year’s events would 
have no bearing on this outcome. 

Monahan stated, “I’ve been a 
superintendent at a number of places and 
I’m handling it the way I would at any of 
those other places.”

Ray Gallagher contributed to this report. 

continued from page 1

(In)Justice Served? Mahopac Basketball 
Player Suspend for Rest of Season



January 27 - February 2, 2015 The Putnam Examiner18

EXAMINERÊMEDIA Classifi eds 012715

To Place a Classifi ed Ad 
CallÊ914-864-0878Ê

or e-mail classifi eds@
theexaminernews.com

Classifi ed Ad Deadline
ÊisÊThursdays at 5pm 
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ADOPTION
Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring li-
censed adoption agency provides � -
nancial and emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved families. Call 
Joy toll free 1-866-922-3678 or con� -
dential email:Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
� roughAdoption.org

A childless young married couple (she-
30/he-37) seeks to adopt. Will be hands-
on mom/devoted dad. Financial security. 
Expenses paid.† Call/text. Mary & Adam. 
1-800-790-5260.

Warmhearted couple wishes to give un-
conditional love to an infant.† Get to 
know us at RichandRenee@hotmail.com 
or 315-200-3559.

AUCTIONS
GUN AUCTION- Saturday February 7th 
@9:30am 300+ Guns Handguns Shotguns 
Ri� es Ammo Decoys Regardless of Price 
to the Highest Bidder! Hessney Auction 
Co. 2741 Rt. 14N Geneva, NY Info:www.
hessney.com

AUTOÊDONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
bene� ting Make-A-Wish. We o� er free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
bene� ting Make-A-Wish.  We o� er free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

AUTOS
*CASH TODAY* We'll Buy Any Car (Any
Condition) + Free Same-Day Pick-Up. 
Best Cash O� er Guaranteed! Call For 
FREE Quote: 1-888-477-6314

CAREERÊOPPORTUNITIES
WELDING CAREERS- Hands on train-
ing for career opportunities in aviation, 
automotive, manufacturing and more. 
Financial aid for quali� ed students. Job 
placement assistance. CALL AIM 855-
325-0399

DOMESTICÊWORKERS
HIRE A HOUSEHOLD SERVICE PER-
SONNEL -Nannies, Sitters, Housekeep-
ers, Companions, Cooks, Chefs, Driv-
ers, Handyman, etc. for Homes, infants, 
adults, pets. Call 718-340-3995. www.
DanielAgencyUSA.com 

HELPÊWANTED
HAIRSTYLIST/BARBER WANTED 
Experienced, with a following preferred. 
Katonah 914 232 5201 

FINANCIAL JEE SOFTWARE DE-
VELOPER IN WHITE PLAINS, NY. 
Required: Bachelor’s (or a foreign equiva-
lent) in Comp. Sci., IT or So� . Eng. 5 years 
of experience as a So� ware/Java Develop-
er/Architect, 5 years of Java development 
experience; Knowledge of TIBCO, Object 
Orientation, UML, Design Patterns and 
So� ware Architecture; Knowledge and 
understanding of business concepts relat-
ed to Financial Risk Management (such as 
Mark to Market, Pro� t & Loss, price curve 
calculation, volatility surface) and Com-
modities Trading. Duties: design, build
and maintain solutions for enterprise ap-
plications integration, application code, 
and proof of concepts for new technolo-
gies; develop applications related to � -
nancial risk management of commodities 
trading. Send CV to: E-Core IT Solutions, 
ATTN: M. Pegoraro, 50 Main Street, Ste
1000, White Plains, NY 10606. E-Core is 
an EOE.

If you have a vehicle that can tow at least 
7,000 pounds, you can make a living de-
livering RVs as a contract driver for Fore-
most Transport! Be your own boss and 
see the country. Foremost Transport.
Blogspot.com or 866-764-1601!

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for quali� ed 
students  Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

HOMEÊIMPROVEMENT
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 

Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not ap-
plicable in Queens county"

INÊHOMEÊPETÊSITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 9 
Hobby St., Pleasantville.

LANDÊFORÊSALE
ABANDONED FARM ABSOLUTE 
LAND SELL OFF! 4 acres- Views- 
$17,900 6 acres- Stream- $24,900 Just west 
of Cooperstown! State Land, ponds, apple 
trees & woods! Buy before 1/31 and WE 
PAY CLOSING COSTS! EZ terms! 888-
905-8847 NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LOTSÊ&ÊACREAGE
BANK REPOED! 10 acres- $19,900! 
Awesome Mtn views, hardwoods, private 
bldg site, long rd frontage, utils! No liens 
or back taxes! Terms avail! Call 888-479-
3394 NOW!

MISCELLANEOUS
LOVE TO DECORATE? Want to be your 
own boss and control your schedule and 
income? Turn your passion into a busi-
ness. Call 914-761-6150 

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

MUSICALÊMERCHANDISE
TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD GUITARS!
1920's thru 1980's. Gibson, Martin, Fend-
er, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D'Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins/Ban-
jos. 1-800-401-0440

OUTÊOFÊSTATEÊREALÊESTATE
Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach, Close to riverfront district. 
New models from $85,000. 772-581-0080, 
www.beach-cove.com

PROFESSIONALÊOFFICEÊSPACE
MOUNT KISCO - Private o�  ce with 
shared waiting area.  In town, near train, 
parking, shopping, restaurants.  Rent in-
cludes A/C, heat, Wi-Fi and 24/7 access.  
Rents from $695.  Call Howie at (203) 
322-0909.

VACATIONÊRENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of a� ordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

WANTED: Young business woman look-
ing to purchase one bedroom, co-op 
apartment in White Plains. Dog friendly 
building. Quali� ed buyer.  Desirable, safe 
area. No brokers please.  $150,000 or be-
low.  CALL DEBRA AT (914) 617-8879.

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics,† 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NJ: 1-800-488-4175

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49
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Mahopac’s Joseph Geary cranks shot with Greeley’s Sam Mishkind bearing down in Quakers’ 4-3 win over the Indians last Thursday at the BIA where Mahopac F Robert Buckley bagged a hat trick. The Indians 
bounced back nicely Friday, taking a 4-0 decision from Fox Lane. In other local hockey action, Yorktown’s Liam Donnelly scored once, set up two and notched his 100th career point in the Huskers’ 5-1 win over 
John Jay Sunday. Teammate Frank Gavigan wristed home a hat trick. Carmel lost 3-2 to Greeley.

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTO (PLEASE vISIT www.HvSP.PHOTOS FROM MORE HOCKEY ACTIOn)

Indians Get in Geary!

Mahopac Falls to Greeley, Grinds Out Win vs. Fox Lane
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Last Friday was the kind of day local 
hoops aficionados dream about, hopping 
from gym to gym seeking thrill and what 
not. It started at Mahopac where the win-
starved Indians were hell-bent on beating 
their arch rivals from Carmel, complete 
with the backdrop of racial strife hovering 
fresh in their minds yet again. Then, it 
was off to Somers for a vengeful matchup 
with bordering Yorktown, complete with 
ultra-maniacal fan bases, just like it was at 
Mahopac.

Last Friday was everything high 
school sports was meant to be, complete 
with riveting conclusions, playoff-like 
atmosphere and warnings from the P.A. 
announcers to exit stage left while the 
opposing fans exit stage right. It was the 
kind of stuff this scribe lives for, the kind 
of stuff that keeps the spirit of community 
alive and well.

Just six days prior, state-ranked (No.19) 
Somers (11-1) suffered its first loss of the 
season. The teams met again Friday night 
at Somers High School where @Tusker_
Nation finally had the last laugh against 
@THE_CROP with the host Tuskers 
surviving a 53-48 come-from-behind 
victory over the Huskers (9-4).

Somers senior G Matt Maloney was no 
baloney, scoring a game-high 25 points 
while hitting 10 of 10 from the free throw 
stripe. Maloney scored 13 first-quarter 

points as the Tuskers built a 
cushy 29-19 halftime lead, which 
the Huskers would erase late in 
the fourth, courtesy of senior 
swingman Mason Dyslin. 

Dyslin was spinning and 
winning in the lane, dropping 
a team-high 24 points, but the 
Huskers withered down the stretch 
after crawling back from behind 
by as many as 12 points.

“Turnovers to start the game 
and late in the fourth were our 
undoing,” Husker boss Kevin 
Downes said. “A lot of that credit 
goes to Somers, but part of that 
was our inexperience. We have 
won 11 games combined the last 
three years, so this is the first time 
any of our kids have really played 
in a game of this magnitude. I 
think it took us a while to settle 
in and play. Once we did, I 
thought we played well, especially 
defensively. It’s hard to beat a good 
team on the road when you get 
behind big so early. Hopefully, it’s 
a learning experience for us and 
this experience helps us down the 
road. I was not happy with our 
overall execution but proud of the 
effort and fight we showed.”

Downes admitted 
that the fans were 
treated to quite a 
show with Dyslin and 
Maloney trading hoops 
and draining big shots.

“I think Mason and 
Maloney each put on 
quite a show,” Downes 
said. “Mason has been 
playing at a high level 
all season. Maloney is 
a special player and a 
great kid. You have to 
love competing against 
guys like that. He was 
on fire in the first 
half. We made some 
defensive mistakes but 
he also made some 
great plays. Our kids 
held him to two second 
half field goals, which 
was great, but he made 
some clutch free throws 
down the stretch.”

The playoff-like 
atmosphere was 
evident as @Tusker_
Nation and @THE_
CROP exchanged 
lively digs back and 
forth with the Tusker 
fan base desperately 
seeking a boys’ win 
over Yorktown in any 

sport, the Huskers 
having defeated 
Somers in football 
and soccer last fall. 
Things amped up 
to a feverish pitch 
when Maloney was 
at the line in the 
waning seconds, but 
he hit nothing but the 
bottom of the net.

“The atmosphere 
was great,” Maloney 
said. “The free 
throws just became 
routine from all the 
repetition during the 
off-season. The game 
meant a lot to us and 
a lot to the whole 
town of Somers. 
There is always a 
little something 
extra there when it’s 
Somers vs. Yorktown. 
We had a terrible 
feeling after we lost 
to them the first time. 
That feeling stuck we 
us through the whole 
week. To be able to 
bounce back the way 

we did without one of our best shooters 
in Ryan Grossman (serving a one-game 
suspension) says a lot about we learned 
from the loss.”

Both teams have learned one thing 
about each other: Each have serious Class 
A County Center aspirations and both 
are capable of getting there. In a perfect 
world, they’d meet up there. The current 
bracketology shows Somers as No.1 and 
Yorktown No.8, which would put them on 
quarterfinal collision course if they both 
took care of business.

Here’s a glimpse at an insignificant poll 
no one should take seriously.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (11-1, 5-1), ranked No.19 
in NYS, are pretty darn good as we know, 
but some could play a little smarter than 
they do. Technical fouls will eventually 
bite a team in the butt, and it nearly cost 
the Tuskers against Yorktown. Posturing 
is for posers who don’t know how to win, 
so act like you’ve been there, done that. 
Reel yourselves in and remember you play 
for each other.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes’ 
Class A Huskers (9-4, 3-3) made some 
careless mistakes in the loss to Somers, 
but had they minimized those issues 
the Huskers may have gone ahead and 
defeated the Tuskers for the second time 
in a week. This club can make some 
playoff noise for the first time since 2009.

No.3 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 

Playoff-Like Atmospheres at Mahopac, Somers Pay Dividends

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS
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Carmel’s Ryan Train is met by Mahopac’s Christian Donahoe 
in Indians’ win last Friday.

Somers’ nick Lombardo looks to enter late with Yorktown’s Mike nardone 
on the chase.

Somers’ Tommy Gargiulo is met by Yorktown’s Jesse Bambach in Tuskers’ 
53-48 win over Huskers.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS

Class A Grid Notebook

continued next page
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.
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defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (10-3 in NY, 4-0) are ranked 
No.3 in NYS, and that jumpoff with 
Putnam Valley was everything we 
suspected it would be, ending with a 58-
56 Blue Devil win. Peter Hoffmann (25 
points), Edmund Fitzgerald (10 points, 
11 boards) and Garret Quigley (7 points, 
10 boards) were particularly stellar in the 

Coaches vs. Cancer event 
that brought half the town 
out.

No.4 PUTNAM VALLEY 
– Coach McDonnell’s Class 
B Tigers (8-5, 1-1) fell apart 
during a 26-9 Haldane 
run in the third quarter of 
their two-point loss to the 
Blue Devils, but the Tigers 
battled back valiantly to 
turn a 56-39 deficit into a 
thrilling finish they nearly 
pulled out with a 17-2 
run. G Ryan Basso scored 
15 points, part of a triple-
double the senior recorded.

No.5 CROTON – Coach 
Thom’s Class B Tigers (10-
4, 5-1) have partnered with 
the Barry Fixler Foundation 
and Hope for the Warriors 
to host the first ever “Hoops 
for Heroes… Celebrating 
the Military”.  The event will 
be held Friday, January 30, 
at Croton High, featuring 
varsity and junior varsity 
against Red Devils of 
Peekskill. Varsity tips off 
at 7pm. In Croton’s 52-51 
wild win over Pleasantville, 
Teejay Searight (14 points, 

3 3’s), Owen Ackerman (11 points, 8 
rebounds), Garrett Lynch (10 points, 
including the game winning layup, 5 
rebounds, 2 blocks) and Chris McVeety (7 
points, 7 rebounds) led the way.

No.5A HEN HUD – We said that if 
Coach Hirsch’s Class A Sailors (10-2, 
3-1) beat Lakeland last week, we would 

seriously consider them for a 
top 5 spot, and having done 
do rather handily (63-49), 
they have become impossible 
to ignore any longer. Jesse 
Breeding scorer a career-high 
26 points against the Hornets 
and Carson “Gronk” Jacobs 
had 18 in a win over Beacon. 
Now that you’ve cracked the 
Top 5, don’t go burning me by 
losing to Panas this week.

HM BREWSTER – Coach 
Nelly’s Class A Bears (6-7, 
2-4) put forth a sub-par effort 
in a 20-point drubbing at the 
hands of Yorktown, so we’re 
going to have to knock them 
down a peg and drop from 
Top 5.

HM LAKELAND – Coach 
Weltman’s Class A Hornets 
(6-6, 3-1) were on the brink 
of cracking the Top 5 until 
they were tossed around by 
Hen Hud. Seriously didn’t 
think that could happen with 
Lakeland’s athleticism, but 
they did bounce back nicely 
in a 66-59 win over Peekskill, 

which enabled the Hornets to sweep 
Peekskill for the first time in history 
behind a career-best 31-point effort from  
Mike Morelli.

HM CARMEL –Coach Venditto’s 
Class AA Rams (4-8, 2-3) let one get 
away from them when they squandered a 
first-quarter lead in the loss to Mahopac. 
Unforced errors and just plain sloppy play 
was their own undoing, but that’s going to 
happen with youthful teams, which the 
Rams are.

HM PANAS – Coach Sully’s reigning 
Section 1 Class A champion Panthers (6-
6, 3-1) are still in the hunt for the league 
title, but they’re going to need to need 
to take out Hen Hud this week if they 
are going to be legitimate challengers. 
Fattened up on Ossining and Beacon last 
week, but Sailors, Peekskill and Lakeland 
are up next. Brandon Collins had some 
game against Beacon, scoring 25 points, 

snagging eight boards and dishing four 
assists. Mike Evans had 19 points and 
eight rebounds against Ossining and frosh 
Brendan Hodge had his coming out party 
with nine points and five assists.

HM MAHOPAC – Coach Harter 
Class AA Indians (5-8, 2-3) needed that 
win over Carmel in a big way and some 
of these juniors -- Christian Donahoe, 
Dan Foley and Aiden Hynes – are legit 
athletes who hate to lose, so I see them 
turning this thing around. This Hynes 
kid vas verbaled to Yale for lax, so he’s as 
smart as he is good. Foley and Donahoe 
each dropped 15 on Carmel, giving the 
Mahopac Maniacs something to cheer for.

HM PEEKSKILL – Coach Turner’s 
Class A Red Devils (3-8, 2-4) saw CJ 
Redd scored a team-high 17 in the loss 
to Lakeland, but the league title is a pipe 
dream after being swept by Lakeland and 
falling to Ossining.
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Mahopac’s Chris Esernio drives lane against Carmel’s Ryan Sullivan 
in Indians win over Rams last Friday.

Mahopac’s Brandon Davis is hunted by Carmel’s Josh Alexander in Indians’ 58-50 win over Rams.

Yorktown’s Mason Dyslin is hacked by Somers’ Pat Melly in 
Tuskers’ 53-48 win over Huskers last Friday.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.
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By Tony Pinciaro
Two-time reigning NYS Class AA 

champion Ossining extended its winning 
streak to nine consecutive games with 
victories over two-time defending Section 
1 Class A champion Peekskill (84-48) and 
Walter Panas (93-27). The Pride are now 
12-3 on the season.

During this nine-game winning streak, 
only Bishop Loughlin came close to the 
Pride, a 14-point loss. In eight of the nine 
wins Ossining has scored 80 and/or 90 or 
more points.

State-ranked No.1 Class AA Ossining’s 
36-point victory came against a Peekskill 
team that was 11-1 entering the game. 
State-ranked No.9 Class A Peekskill was 
still within striking distance at 20-9 after 
the first quarter, before Ossining gained 
complete command of the game and a 45-
18 lead at halftime.

“I think our size and depth got to them 
as the game went on,” Ossining coach Dan 
Ricci said.

With the snow last Monday, Ricci said 
his team was unable to get into the gym so 
he went to the film.

“We got together for film, which went 
great,” Ricci said. “Tuesday was more film 
and a great practice. The intensity was 
high and kids were ready.”

Ricci has noticed a refocused team 
during this winning streak.

“In the beginning of the year the sense 
of urgency was not there,” Ricci said. “I 
believe they were complacent because 
we won states last year. After the loss to 
Molloy, they started to work harder in 

practice and show that fire we needed to 
see.”

MAHOPAC Coach Chuck Scozzafava 
could not have asked for a more rewarding 
week from his team.

The Indians, now 9-4 this season, 
continued their difficult league schedule 
with a pair of convincing, double-digit 
wins – 78-51 over R.C. Ketcham and 
50-38 over archrival Carmel. These two 
victories follow up a victory over John 
Jay-East Fishkill and a tough single-digit 
loss to Arlington.

Alayne Felix continued her scoring 
exploits, pouring in a game-high 26 points 
against Ketcham. Caroline Horan and 
Amanda Geyer chipped in with 18 and 
17 points, respectively. The triumvirate 
of Felix, (14 points), Horan (12 points) 
and Geyer (10 points) led the Indians in 
scoring against Carmel.

“We had two good wins this week,” 
Scozzafava said. “We shot the ball well 
against RCK and played good team 
defense. Against Carmel, our defense did 
a good job of getting key stops late in the 
game.” 

YORKTOWN posted a dominant 
win over BREWSTER, 53-31, raising its 
overall record to 7-4 and 2-2 in league 
play.

Yorktown coach Kevin Clark noted his 
girls were ready to play as evidence by 
the first quarter. The Cornhuskers held 

Carmel to one field goal 
and led, 19-2. Yorktown 
followed it with a strong 
second quarter and led 
34-12 at halftime.

“We played excellent 
defense, rebounded the 
ball very well and did a 
terrific job executing on 
offense,” Clark said.

Kelly Donnellan 
led Yorktown with 
21 points and Alyssa 
Francese added 13.

Despite the loss, 
Brewster continues 
with its turnaround this 
season. The Bears are 
currently 9-5. Brewster 
opened its week with a 
51-41 win over Somers, 
behind 14 points from 
Tara D’Ottavio.

Brewster had more 
wins in December than 
all last year – 5-13.

“Being 5-13 last year 
really motivated a lot 
of the girls,” Brewster 
coach Mike Castaldo 
said. “We came back 
stronger, faster, and 
developed a great team 
work ethic.”

Brewster was buoyed by the return of 
D’Ottavio, a five-year varsity player and 
three-year captain, along with Emily 
Sanyshyn, a four-year varsity player. 
Castaldo also highlighted junior Frannie 
Merkel and sophomore Julia Borsari.

“Tara and Emily are two of the best 
practice players I’ve ever had,” 
Castaldo said. “Frannie is a force 
down low, is our best rebound and 
shot-blocker and Julia has improved 
tremendously in one season.”

Castaldo pointed out the quick 
start in December featured rallies to 
snatch victories from its opponents. 
He cited a one-point victory over 
John Jay-East Fishkill as setting the 
tone for his team.

 “We won a lot of games in 
December by a few points, both 
coming back and losing the lead,” 
Castaldo said. “In the game on the 
road at John Jay-East Fishkill, we did 
not have our point guard, who is sick, 
and it was a tight game from the tap 
to the final buzzer.

“We ended up winning by one 
against a tough, scrappy, smart team 
because we played team defense 
for four quarters and we were able 
to execute in the final two minutes 
when the game mattered most.”

Even though Brewster closed the 
month with two losses, the Bears 
bounced back to beat John Jay-Cross 
River.

“That win was very important,” 
Castaldo said. “They are a tough 
team and any road win in our league 
is huge. We really stepped up to  
the challenge.”
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Ossining Bests Peekskill in Battle of State Powers

Ossining’s Jalay Knowles defends Peekskill’s Taylor Clare in Pride’s 84-
48 win.

Peekskill’s Kiarra Dillard does her best to contain 
Ossining’s Jalay Knowles, who led all scorers with 26.

Peekskill hotshot Lanay Rodney drives lane 
against Ossining Alicia Sanchez in Pride’s 84-48 
win last wednesday.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS

Class A Grid Notebook

continued next page

RAY GALLAGHER/RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS

Boys Hoops Notebook
December 30 - January 5, 201516 The Northern Westchester Examiner

PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.

Peekskill’s Lisana Burnett and Ossining’s 
Stefanie Svoboda get after 50-50 ball in Pride’s 
84-48 win over Red Devils last wednesday.
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Mahopac Hoop Player Suspended for Rest of Season
What Happened to Innocent Until Proven Guilty?

So the bigwigs 
who have been 
investigating the 
matter regarding 
a white Mahopac 
player’s alleged racial 
slur toward a black 
Carmel player on 
Jan. 7th turned out 
in force last Friday 
for the Indians’ 58-
50 revenge win over 
the visiting Rams, 

complete with security units in place. 
I kind of figured this incident and 

the subsequent “indefinite suspension” 
of the player would drag out past the 
rematch, having told the father of the 
alleged wrongdoer not to expect any 
kind of administrative decision until after 
the rivalry game was played last Friday, 
and while I was on the mark with that 
assessment, a decision did come down 
Monday. 

The player accused of levying the 
slur was suspended by the Mahopac 
administration for the remainder of the 
school year; three weeks and five games 
after the alleged incident took place. 
According to the father of the suspended 
player, Mahopac school administrators 
have now linked the alleged racial slur 
with an elbowing 
incident that involved 
the same two players, 
which went uncalled in 
the game. 

I can’t recall the last 
time a local high school 
player was suspended 
for the remainder of 
the school year for having moshed a 
dude with an elbow, but this jolt seems 
to have evoked racial tensions within a 
community that has already been widely 
brandished by factions of Section 1 as 
racists for the incident last March between 
Mahopac and Mount Vernon (do I really 
need to rehash that again?). 

Apparently, Mahopac administrators 
are caving in to the political pressures 
associated with the race card that’s been 
pulled because it’s almost unheard of to 
toss a kid for the remainder of the season, 
and then some, for elbowing an opponent. 
Unless the player is a repeat offender.

Having met both parties on a number of 
occasions and portions of their respective 
families time and again, I’d love nothing 
more than a two-hour sit down over 
some barbeque and a couple of IPA’s with 
the dads, seeing how I’m pretty good 

at getting to the 
bottom of things 
(these “he said-he 
said” deals are my 
specialty). But since 
that won’t happen 
we’re left with a 
damning accusation 
and the suspension 
against a senior 
player who has told 
me he would take a 
polygraph to prove 
his innocence, and a 
player who has three 
more years left of 
his varsity career at 
Carmel (providing 
he doesn’t transfer 
out). Anyone close 
to the scene can 
connect the dots 
and infer who the 
players are, but I’ll 
play along and keep 
their names out of 
the piece to protect 
them from being 
“Googled” and put through the ringer. 

I was courtside for the alleged incident, 
and, like other eyewitness reporters, 
coaches and officials I’ve spoken with, 

none of us heard or saw 
anything out the ordinary, 
aside from the elbow we’ve 
since been privy to. That’s 
not to say the utterance 
didn’t transpire, because, 
as in tune as I am with my 
surroundings, I could have 
missed it. 

So, in essence, the Mahopac player is 
accused and suspended for the rest of 
the year, without any legitimate proof of 
an allegation that could end up costing 
him more than his senior season if future 
employers or colleges were to hold it 
against him. 

“My kid is getting thrown under the 
bus,” the father of the player said. “We 
can’t separate the two (incidents; the 
alleged slur and the elbow), is what they 
told me. It’s total nonsense. They are 
hanging their hat on an elbow that was 
not flagrant, nor intentional, nor was any 
ejection given. It was a routine foul. And 
nobody has his back over a routine foul? 
They actually told him that they hope he 
uses this as a learning experience.”

It was a hard foul, let’s be clear about 
that. But in this great country in which 
we live, you are innocent until proven 

guilty; unless, of course, you are a student 
from Mahopac High School where 
the reactionary powers that be made a 
requisite decision that could affect the 
rest of a student’s life, much less his senior 
year. 

But suspending the player for the rest of 
the season for throwing an elbow? Well, 
the punishment hardly fits the crime. I 
suspect the district will come under fire 
for its decision and the in-fighting will 
be something to behold, but then again 

it’s a hot-button topic that many in the 
community are afraid to touch.

If the Carmel and Mahopac school 
districts have concrete proof of a flagrant 
social foul and/or ethnic slur, put it out 
there and let us see it: In which case it 
needs to be strung up the flag pole and 
flown in the face of the offender. If not, 
put the kid back on the court and continue 
to study and scrutinize a festering pimple 
on the butt of not just this community, 
but an entirely defective planet that may 
never get a grip on racial strife. 
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Mahopac and Carmel players gather before their Jan.23rd game when the teams went about business as usual despite the racial 
hoopla surrounding the rivalry.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 
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Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS

Class A Grid Notebook

continued next page

RAY GALLAGHER/RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS

Boys Hoops Notebook
December 30 - January 5, 201516 The Northern Westchester Examiner

PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday. Local Gymnasts Team up for Cure

Members of  the Mahopac, Carmel and Ossining gymnastics teams pose for a snapshot after they 
tumbled and tossed across the mats in a friendly “Compete for a Cure” competition.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports 
Editor
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In one of  his finest games this season, Mahopac senior F Brandon Davis is hammered by Carmel freshman C Josh Alexander and junior G Ryan Train in the Indians’ 58-50 win 
over the visiting Rams last Friday, thus avenging Carmel’s win on January 7th... see Boys’ Hoops notebook

Hammer 
Time!
Mahopac 
Strikes 
Come- 
From- 
Behind  
Win vs. 
Carmel


