
By David Propper 
A change in leadership within Putnam 

County’s Economic Development 
Corporation is looming as current 
president Meghan Taylor is set to leave 
to take a new job with New York State’s 
Empire State Development team.

Taylor, who has been the head of 
Putnam’s EDC for the past two years, is 
expected to take a position in the Mid-
Hudson Regional Office near the end 
of January. As the first ever full time 
president of the county’s EDC, officials 
across the board have consistently praised 
Taylor for the work she’s done and are 
looking forward to the connections 
Putnam could have with the state now 
that Taylor is working for them.

While Taylor can’t speak about the new 
job until an official press release is issued, 
several people who worked with Taylor 
commended her for taking economic 
development to the next level in Putnam 

during her tenure. 
EDC board chairman Tom LaPerch 

said Taylor did a great job of putting 
Putnam back on the map and bringing 
it into the 21st century. He knew it was 
only a matter of time before another 
agency offered her what essentially is a 
promotion.

“We have a seat at the table now,” 
LaPerch stressed. “Meghan’s energy 
brought Putnam back up to a level playing 
field. She did a fabulous job during her 
two year tenure and leaving behind a very 
good base for the next person to come in.”

Odell, who has referred to Taylor as 
a “rock star in EDC circles,” said Taylor 
hit the ground running once she was 
appointed and “established a presence 
in Putnam County” by cultivating 
relationships with investors and 
developers in the region. 

With the expertise Taylor has displayed, 

By David Propper 
Ahead of a highly anticipated public 

hearing focused on the proposed 
Crossroads 312 project, the developers for 
the plan are taking a proactive approach 
in hopes of swaying public opinion, while 
residents who oppose the project are 
working just as hard to win in the court of 
the community’s opinion.

According to a press release sent out by 
the Crossroads 312 development team, 
the plan to create 143,000 square feet of 
retail and restaurant space with a 100-
room hotel situated on 50 acres of land 
between NYS Route 312 and Interstate 84 
has widespread support in the Town of 
Southeast and would create hundreds of 
new good jobs.

By David Propper 
For the second time in as many 

boys’ basketball seasons, the Mahopac 
Central School District is investigating 
charges of racial slurs used during a 
basketball game.

Less than a year after eight Mahopac 
students were suspended for racist 
tweets posted online directed at 
the Mount Vernon basketball team, 
Superintendent of Schools Brian 
Monahan sent an email to the school 
community acknowledging it had 
been reported that “racially charged 
language” was directed at a member 
of the Carmel boys’ basketball team 
during a game between the two schools 
on Jan. 7.

“The District has taken steps to 
initially address the situation. We 
are working with officials at Carmel 
to fully investigate this allegation,” 
Monahan said in the email. “Based 
on the results of that investigation, if 
additional action is warranted it will 
be taken. These allegations would be 
troubling anyplace; I know they are 
especially troubling to the residents of 
this community.”

As of Monday, the investigation is 
still ongoing, Monahan confirmed over 
email, noting that since the district has 
to speak with individuals that are not 
part of the district, “it will take some 
time.” According to an article in The 
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Putnam County’s Economic Development 
Corporation president Meghan Taylor is moving 
on to take a new job with the Mid-Hudson Regional 
Office at the end of  January. 

COURTESY OF CROSSROADS 312
A 3D rendering of  the proposed 100-room hotel for the Crossroads 312 project was recently released 
by the developers for the project. A public hearing that could determine if  that hotel is ever built is set 
for this Thursday at 7 p.m.
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By David Propper
The athletic director’s carousel within 

the Putnam Valley School District is 
once again in motion after current 
Athletic Director Marty Nemecek 
recently accepted the same position with 
the Beacon school system in Dutchess 
County.

Nemecek confirmed he is set to leave 
Putnam Valley after two and a half years 
as the head of the athletic department. 
His last day with Putnam Valley is Feb. 
26 just as the winter sports season winds 
down and the spring sports season 
starts. With the departure of Nemecek, 
the Board of Education will be forced 
to appoint its 10th athletic director in 
roughly 15 years.

Leaving a large district like the Utica 
school system after many years there, 
Nemecek said he saw the Beacon post as 
an opportunity to get back to a district 
that has a higher student population. 
When the Beacon position opened up in 
December after a previous candidate fell 
through, Nemecek decided to apply after 
his brief stint in Putnam Valley.

If he stayed for the rest of this year, he 
would have been eligible for tenure if the 
school board granted it.

“I really enjoyed it,” Nemecek said 
of his time in Putnam Valley, noting 
the student-athletes, parents, faculty 
and staff were all great. He added he 

believes many of the programs are on the 
ascension.

Superintendent of Schools Fran Wills 
said an interim athletic director would 
be named at this Thursday’s school board 
meeting. An internal posting has been 
put out, meaning the interim would be 
a staff member already working for the 
district.

“Someone who knows students, knows 
the district,” Wills said.

Once the spring arrives, Wills said the 
district would then begin a search for a 
permanent AD.

Wills and Nemecek only worked 
together for one and a half years once 
Wills became school chief last year. 
Wills said Nemecek, “established a fine 
foundation for our athletic program.”

“We have had very positive feedback 
from our coaches,” Wills said. “He was 
very effective in building our modified 
program as well.”

High school softball head coach Rena 
Finsmith, who was shocked Nemecek 
was leaving, lauded his tenure as athletic 
director. She said Nemecek tried to 
encourage parents and athletes to seek 
out coaches when they had a problem, 
rather than going straight to the 
administration.

As a coach with the district for nine 
years, Finsmith pointed out this is her 
seventh or eighth athletic director during 

her tenure. 
Finsmith said it can be difficult for 

any athletic director part of any school 
system to balance students, parents, 
coaches, and administrators, but that 
task might be even tougher in a small 
district with a relatively new high school.

“It’s our loss both athletically for 
coaches and for students. I mean they 
really adored him,” Finsmith said of 
Nemecek. “It’s unfortunate for us, we’re 
losing a good guy.”

“A change mid-year is going to be 
tough,” she added.

Putnam Valley AD Marty Nemecek is set to leave the Putnam Valley school system on Feb. 26 to take 
the same job in Beacon. At this Board of  Education meeting in 2013, Nemecek congratulates former 
student-athlete Rahhim Shillingford for an award he won.

Nemecek Leaving Position as Putnam Valley AD
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ATTENTION: TOWN OF SOUTHEAST RESIDENTS
 

WHAT THE DEVELOPER DOESN'T WANT YOU TO KNOW ABOUT CROSSROADS 312
 

CROSSROADS CANNOT BE BUILT WITHOUT CHANGING OUR ZONING CODE  
AND VIOLATING OUR VISION IN THE MASTER PLAN

 
The current Rural Commercial (RC) zoning was created to fit small-scale commercial development while protecting our rural  
character, stemming the rising tide of traffic tie-ups and accidents on Rte 312, avoiding Big Box Retail Sprawl. The developer 

wants to change it to Highway Commercial (HC-1) with 143,000 sq. ft of high density retail, sure to increase traffic and  
negatively impact our rural character and your quality of life.

 
WILL FOUR MORE TRAFFIC LIGHTS-TOTAL NINE- AND TURNING LANES MAKE CROSSROADS SAFE?  

 
According to the developer (pg. 5-6), "Even in no-build situation, capacity analysis and queue analysis for 2015 indicated that 

even without the traffic volumes associated with the proposed action, there will be sufficient deficiencies throughout the study area 
between Route 6 and Route 22 in the vicinity of the I84 exchange."

 
THE SHERIFF AND FIRE CHIEF SAY THEY CAN HANDLE THE CALLS.  HOWEVER, STUDIES HAVE SHOWN THAT 6 MINUTES IS THE TIME LIMIT FOR A HEART 
ATTACK VICTIM TO RECEIVE LIFE SPARING HELP.  WILL THE ADDITION OF 1000 CARS AND FOUR ADDITIONAL TRAFFIC LIGHTS ON RTE 312 CAUSE YOUR 

AMBULANCE TO SIT IN TRAFFIC WHILE THOSE LIFE -SAVING MINUTES EVAPORATE BEFORE YOUR EYES AND LETS NOT FORGET AS THE DEVELOPER 
HAS,THE ADDED RESPONSE TIME FOR FIRE ENGINES AND POLICE.  

WILL CROSSROADS PROVIDE JOBS FOR SOUTHEAST RESIDENTS?
 

70% OF Putnam County residents are forced to commute to NYC, Westchester and Connecticut for high quality jobs and salaries, 
incurring additional heavy travel expenses. What jobs will Crossroads offer to maintain the style and quality of life of Southeast 

residents? Will restaurant wait staff, store clerks, dishwashers, valets, room cleaners' salaries maintain mortgages, schooling? 
 

WILL THE DEVELOPER THIS TIME HIRE UNION CONSTRUCTION WORKERS AT UNION PAY SCALE? 
 

WILL SOUTHEAST RESIDENTS BE HIRED FOR THE FEW MANAGERIAL POSITIONS  
FOR THE HOTEL AND DISCOUNTER?  

 
WILL CROSSROADS PROVIDE TAX RELIEF?

 NOT ONE PENNY IN SALES TAXES TO THE TOWN OF SOUTHEAST; THE COUNTY GETS IT ALL. 
 

This is the same developer who built Brewster Highlands (Home Depot) and Terravest Corporate Park 
(Unilock), promised us tax relief. In twenty years, did you get tax relief? If not, what makes  

you think that you will if Crossroads is built?
 

 WHAT CAN YOU DO? SPEAK, ATTEND, WRITE AND SIGN PETITION
 YOU ARE NOT POWERLESS.  SUPPORT THE CAMPAIGN TO MAINTAIN OUR CODE AND MASTER PLAN:

 
1. WITH YOUR PEN: SIGN THE ONLINE PETITON:   

http//www.change.org/p/tony-hay-maintain-the-current-zoning-rc-on-crossroads-312
 

2. E-MAIL/CALL TOWN OFFICIALS to say that you oppose the change in code. Contact Town Board members:   
www.townboard@southeast-ny.gov or 

279-4313; fax - 278-2453; letter to Southeast Town Hall, 1360 Rte 22, Brewster, NY 10509
 

 3. SPEAK OUT -URGENT - ATTEND THE TOWN BOARD MEETING AT TOWN HALL. 
1360 ROUTE 22, THURSDAY, JANUARY 22ND AT 7 PM.

 
Thank you. Your Neighbors: Putnam County Residents' Coalition,

Southeast Residents for Responsible Development, Concerned Residents of Southeast
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By David Propper 
As “Little Fill’s Causeway” on Nichols 

Street continues to deteriorate, Town of 
Kent officials are exploring options to 
repair the road before it reaches a point 
where it might be closed off to traffic. 

Collaborating with town, Putnam 
County, New York State, and New York 
City’s Department of Environmental 
Protection officials, Kent councilman 
Bill Huestis is pressing to find a solution 
that would improve drainage, guardrails, 
retention ponds, and the actual road 
surface on the causeway off Route 52.

Last Thursday, Huestis was out on the 
causeway explaining the various issues 
and his concern for public safety. 

“This has always been a concern,” 
Huestis said. “The condition needs to be 
improved, it needs to be upgraded. This 
road, this causeway, is a life link and a 
lifeline to hundreds of families.”

Huestis also noted the causeway is a 
shortcut to central and western Kent, 
which is used by first responders in case 
of an emergency, noting the “response 
time would be cut back significantly” if 
the road closed.

Additionally, thousands of Putnam 
residents use the road for various activities 
at the county’s Veteran’s Park throughout 
the year that include Loyalty Day, Irish 
Fest, and the 4-H Fair.

So far, Huestis said the town has sent 

letters to all the stakeholders involved 
in hopes of getting their advocacy and 
possible financial contribution to address 
the problem the right way. 

Plan A, which Huestis considers 
massive repairs to the road would cost 
approximately $1.6 million. The Town of 
Kent, Huestis stressed, can’t afford to pay 
for the possible project alone.

“If it can’t be done the Cadillac way, 
we’ll go for the Chevy way to ensure 
safety,” Huestis said. 

Kent Highway Superintendent Richard 
Othmer said while most county roads 
are at least 40 feet wide, the causeway is 
only 16 feet wide. His fear is an accident 
occurring where a driver would slide off 
the road, especially in icy conditions, and 
fall into the reservoir.  

Othmer has the ability to close the 
road without town board approval, but he 
wants to find an actual solution before it 
reaches that point. He has had a county 
engineer inspect the road and also a 
private contractor check it out.

One way Othmer can make the road 
safer is by adjusting the guardrails to 
straighten them out and move them in 
so the road is 12 feet wide. Othmer could 
then make the causeway a one-way road 
or have alternating stoplights on both 
sides of the causeway.   

“Those would be cheaper solutions,” 
Othmer said. “Everyone uses it as a 

shortcut, but two vehicles can’t pass each 
other comfortably.” 

A full report will be ready by a February 
town board meeting, Othmer said. 

Othmer plans to put signage up on 
the causeway, with the help of Putnam’s 

Highway Superintendent Fred Pena and 
the state Department of Transportation. 

“It could be a nightmare,” Othmer said. 
“I’m putting the town board, I’m putting 
everyone on notice right now.”

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO 
“Little Fill’s Causeway” on Nichols Street in Kent is starting to get the attention of  town officials who want 
to see improvements made to the deteriorating road. 

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO 
The guardrails along the causeway are in need of  repair.

Concern Surrounds Future of Little Fill’s Causeway in Kent 
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By David Propper
In an attempt to help feed the hungry 

and improve the environment, Legislator 
Barbara Scuccimarra is working toward 
building up a not-for-profit business she 
started a couple months ago. 

Scuccimarra, a Garrison resident, is the 
owner of a small company called Let’s Bag 
Hunger and while most of her business 
is currently on the west side of Putnam, 
she’s hoping to expand the venture to 
the rest of the county. The bags cost five 
dollars, with three of those dollars going 

to the Philipstown Food Pantry and the 
other two dollars being put back into the 
business to buy more bags. 

So far, Scuccimarra has been able to find 
shops in Cold Spring to sell the bags and is 
currently looking for other stores like the 
local Foodtown in the village along Route 
9D to sell them. Interested residents can 
also contact her directly for bags.

Just after the New Year, Scuccimarra 
said she had sold at least 75 bags. As 
Scuccimarra noted, “it’s a start.” 

“I’d love it to go county-wide,” 

Scuccimarra said.
Though Scuccimarra is the catalyst 

behind idea, she has gotten some 
assistance.

Libby Pataki, a Garrison resident 
and the county’s Tourism Director and 
Southeast resident Michael Bartolotti, the 
new county clerk, both made donations to 
Scuccimarra’s cause, while a local company 
in Patterson called Rev Design helped her 
find a company to make the bags.

The red shopping bags read “Let’s 
Bag Hunger” and are made of recycled 
polyester (completely different from 
polystyrene, which Scuccimarra wants to 
see all county departments ban.) At first, 

Scuccimarra wanted to have a cotton bag, 
but the cheapest bag with that material 
made in the United States was eight 
dollars.  

Scuccimarra, who has shown her desire 
to improve the environment through 
legislative efforts, hopes the reusable bags 
help Putnam residents avoid using plastic 
bags, which she noted make up much of 
the garbage on the earth’s surface.

“I’m hoping to get some interest from 
other legislators,” Scuccimarra said. “It’s a 
good cause.”

Residents interested  in purchasing a bag 
or bags can call Barbara Scuccimarra at 
914-482-8039.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO 
Legislator Barbara Scuccimarra holds one of  her “Let’s Bag Hunger” shopping bags that is meant to 
fight hunger and help the environment. 

Scuccimarra Fights to ‘Bag Hunger’ with New Non-Profit Biz
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Odell seeing much of it firsthand, it’s 
no wonder she was appointed by the 
Governor’s office for her next role, she 
said.

Odell said she has mixed emotions 
about Taylor leaving. By ascending to 
a higher position, it reaffirmed to Odell 
that the right person was chosen for 

the position two years ago. While the 
county is losing Taylor’s day-to-day 
work, Odell knows that having her in a 
higher position can only help the Putnam 
business community moving forward. 

“We’re looking at it as a win-win for us,” 
a proud Odell said. “Her promotion is a 
win for us. We’re not looking as if we’re 
losing her, we’re looking at it as we’ve just 

gained the director of seven counties of 
the Hudson Valley regional EDC council.”

Industrial Development Agency board 
chairman Rich Ruchala said near the end 
of Taylor’s term, the two sides worked 
“very, very well together.”

“She was very responsive to the needs 
of the IDA,” Ruchala added. “I thought 
things we’re going in a very positive way.”

Legislator Barbara Scuccimarra, 
the chairwoman of the Economic 
Development Committee on the 
legislature last year, said she “hates to 
lose” Taylor, who is replacing Aimee 
Vargas as ESD Mid-Hudson Regional 
Director. 

“She’ll still have contact with us,” 
Scuccimarra said. “And I’m sure she’ll 
remember us and we can continue to do 
great things through Meghan.”

Moving forward, Odell said she and 
the EDC board plan on keeping the 
president of the EDC a full-time position. 

The county’s personnel department is 
available to help with the search for a 
new EDC president as the process gets 
underway. 

Taylor was appointed as president of 
the EDC in April 2013 after she served as 
the Orange County Partnership’s Director 
of Business Attraction for three years. As 
Putnam’s EDC president, her primary 
responsibilities include attracting 
corporations and expanding business 
opportunities in the county.

LaPerch said a selection committee 
would be formed to start going through 
résumés and interview possible 
candidates. The process would most 
likely last two months, he said. 

With the efficiency Taylor has 
displayed, LaPerch said she left very little 
work for the EDC board to complete 
besides looking for the “next Meghan 
Taylor to take over.”

continued from page 1

Taylor Moving on from EDC Prez. to State Position

COURTESY OF COUNTY EXECUTIVE OFFICE
Taylor, second to right, poses with county and local officials, and employees of   not-for-profit organizations 
after a press conference announcing grants awarded to the county last month.
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By Neal Rentz
Helping families with individuals 

of special needs has been something 
close to the heart of Mahopac resident 
Brendon Anderson for many years.

Members of his family have special 
needs and he has been working to help 
those with special needs since he was in 
high school.

Anderson will continue his work on 
behalf of those with disabilities this 
spring when he races in his second 
straight Boson Marathon on April 20. 
He is currently tying  his participation 
in the race to raising funds for the 
Michael Carter Lisnow Respite Center 
in Hopkinton, Massachusetts, which 
provides a variety of programs for 
individuals with disabilities and their 
families. Anderson said last week in 
addition to offering programs for those 
with special needs, the center also 
provides respites for families of those 
individuals some time to themselves 
whether for a short period of time such 
as a weekend or longer periods that 
would allow them to take a vacation. 
Some of the center’s other programs 
include after school care designed for 
working parents, an adult day program 
and a school vacation camp. 

The center is located on a parcel less 
than a mile where the Boston Marathon 
begins, Anderson noted.

A fundraiser for Anderson’s charity 
was held on Jan. 7 at Chili’s at the 
Somers Common Shopping Center. 
The restaurant provided 10 percent 
of proceeds from the food and drink 
purchased by patrons who provided 
a flyer which mentioned Anderson’s 
charity. Anderson, a senior at Boston 
College, said he is continuing his 

fundraising efforts via the website razoo.
com.story/Brendon-Jack-Anderson. As 
of Monday, Anderson wasn’t sure how 
much the Chili’s event raised, but he has 
raised $800 so far through other efforts.

Aside from raising money, Anderson 
said he is running in the marathon to 
“raise awareness” about the needs of 
people with disabilities. 

Following graduation from Boston 
College Anderson is hoping to become a 
teacher in New York City.

Anderson’s activism on behalf of 
individuals with special needs began 
when he was in high school and assisted 
Camp Combe in Putnam Valley, a 
summer camp for both children with 
and without disabilities. He worked 
there for four years.

This is the second year in a row that 
Anderson will be running in the Boston 
Marathon. He finished last year’s race 
in four hours and 22 minutes. He began 
training for the 2015 race in December. 

Another motivation for entering 
the race was his response to the 2013 
terrorist attacks at the event, he said. 

For Boston residents, the bombing was 
“similar to New York on 9-11,” he said. 
Running the race again this year is a way 
to show his solidarity with the people of 
Boston, Anderson said. 

“That made me want to run,” he said. 
Anderson said two of his friends ran in 

the Boston Marathon on the day of the 
attack and he worried about their fate at 
the time, though they were not inured.  
Boston College is located on the 21st 
mile of the 26.2 mile course, Anderson 
said. 

“I run with a constant mind to the 
difficulties that those with disabilities 
in my life face every day, as well as the 
lessons and joys they have given to me,” 
Anderson stated. “It saddens me to see 
that those with disabilities are often 
overlooked or brushed aside in their 
lives, so in addition to helping support 
the program, I challenge to make an 
effort to remember those at the margins 
of society in your every day lives. Look 
for the gifts that every single person has 
to provide - you’ll find your life blessed 
more and more everyday.”

COURTESY OF BRIAN ANDERSON
Anderson traveled overseas and completed the 
Lurig Challenge Run in Northern Ireland. 

COURTESY OF BRIAN ANDERSON
Mahopac resident Brendon Anderson running 
in the Boston College Campus School Marathon. 
He’s going to be running in the Boston Marathon 
this year to raise money and awareness for 
people with disabilities. 

COURTESY OF BRIAN ANDERSON
After finishing a half-marathon in Boston, 
Anderson celebrates with his college roommate.

Mahopac Resident to Run Boston Marathon for Charity
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Journal News, Monahan said action 
was taken against one or two students, 
but didn’t reveal what the punishment 
was. 

Also, in The Journal News article, 
Carmel’s Deputy Superintendent Andy 
Irvin said he believes the Mahopac 
school system has taken the allegations 
seriously. 

Irvin said he had been told a Mahopac 
player used the N-word on the court 

several times and that Carmel school 
officials have requested a third referee 
be added to officiate the next game 
between the two squads set for this 
Wednesday, contending the last time 
the two teams played, a Carmel player 
was physically targeted on the court, 
according to the article. 

Going back to last year’s controversy, 
along with the racist tweets sent out 
by students in the stands, the Mount 
Vernon school system also alleged 

Mahopac players directed racial slurs at 
some of its players during the February 
2014 contest. Former Mount Vernon 
Interim Superintendent Judith Johnson 
even called for the Mahopac basketball 
program to be suspended for a year.  

At the time, former Mahopac 
superintendent Thomas Manko said 
35-40 people were interviewed, but no 
one heard Mahopac players use racial 
slurs and no concrete evidence could be 
found corroborating those claims made 

by the Mount Vernon school district.
Fallout from last year’s situation 

resulted in the resignation of former 
coach Kevin Downes, who is African-
American and a graduate of Mahopac 
High School. Downes is now coaching 
the Yorktown high school basketball 
program. 

“Some members of the public will 
connect what happened last year with 
this situation,” Monahan said. “We may 
not like it, but we have to deal with it.”

In an opinion poll “independently and 
scientifically” conducted, according to a 
press release sent out by the Crossroads 312 
group, 81 percent of 300 Southeast residents 
surveyed support the development “after 
being educated on the project’s job creation 
and type of the jobs that would be created.”

A petition in support of the project has 
garnered 261 signatures as of Monday 
morning.

In a separate press release sent out 
a couple weeks ago, developers touted 
that the project would create 700 jobs, 
including 391 full-time jobs, 158 part-time 
jobs and 150 construction jobs. Besides 
construction, those jobs would range from 
retail, restaurant, and hospitality, according 
the release.

The Putnam Examiner requested an 

interview with developers of Crossroads 
312, but instead a statement from the 
attorney for the project, Richard O’Rourke 
was sent, pointing out the average taxpayer 
could save about $900, but not addressing 
concerns voiced by those who oppose the 
development.

“As a longtime resident and taxpayer, I 
am aware of working families, seniors and 
businesses that are struggling in Putnam. 
Perfectly located immediately across from 
the I-84 interchange, Crossroads 312 
will deliver not only a place to shop, dine 
and lodge, but provide hundreds of jobs, 
from a much-needed hotel, to restaurants 
and retail,” O’Rourke said. “These are 
good paying, long term opportunities for 
employment from construction through 
full and part time jobs across numerous 
industries. According to educated 

projections, the project will bring millions 
of dollars to the community and save the 
average Southeast taxpayer nearly $900.”

A group of Southeast residents has also 
been active in spreading its opinion, but in 
this case opposing Crossroads 312. 

For instance, Concerned Residents 
of Southeast is pushing a petition that 
demands the zoning stay the same. 

In order to go forward with the project, 
a zoning change—from Rural Commercial 
to Highway Commercial—is required to 
be made by the Southeast town board. A 
public hearing on the proposed change is 
set for this Thursday at 7 p.m. at Southeast’s 
town hall. 

As of Sunday night, 281 residents have 
signed the online petition.

“I believe the current zoning on The 
Crossroads 312 Project as RC (Rural 
Commercial) will maintain the character 
of the Town of Southeast and still provide 
economic opportunities for the residents,” 
part of the petition reads. “If the Crossroads 
312 Project is given a zoning change it will 
set a dangerous precedent and change the 
quality of life in our town.”

Along with Concerned Residents of 
Southeast, Putnam County Residents’ 
Coalition and Southeast Residents for 
Responsible Development have placed 
print advertisements in local papers 
(including this one) voicing its problems 
with the proposed project.

One resident against the project, Steve 
Mattson, a 13-year resident of Southeast, 
said he moved to Putnam County to get 

away from “crowding, traffic, that type of 
thing.”

“I kind of see living in Putnam as kind 
of living in a park,” Mattson said. “Some 
people think it’s going to help with our tax 
burden but they’re fooling themselves. If 
development equaled lessening your tax 
bill then Long Island, northern New Jersey, 
and New York City would be the cheapest 
places tax wise and they’re certainly not.”

Mattson, who is active in the community, 
doesn’t believe more than 80 percent of 
town residents support the project, as 
indicated by the numbers revealed by the 
developers. 

“You can ask a question in a way to affect 
the outcome of the answer,” Mattson said. 

During a Southeast town board meeting 
last month, councilmembers Edwin 
Alvarez, Bob Cullen, and Liz Hudak voted 
to adopt the Final Environmental Impact 
Statement that was a huge step forward 
for the proposed project. Supervisor Tony 
Hay and Councilwoman Lynne Eckardt 
voted against it, expressing doubt over 
the number of quality of life jobs actually 
created, the increased traffic, and visibility 
pollution from the project.

Allegations of Racism Levied Against Mahopac Boys’ Basketball

As Crossroads 312 Public Hearing Approaches, Opinions Sharply Divided 

continued from page 1

continued from page 1

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts and more to come at Somers Custom Framing!

NEW YORK’S BACKYARD JAM
SATURDAY, JULY 11, 2015

NEW YORK’S BACKYARD JAM 
SATURDAY, JULY 11, 2015

The Pleasantville Music Festival is a day of friends & family, food & drink and great music.  
Now’s your window to get advance tickets at the lowest price they’re going to be all year.

Go to Kickstarter.com and search Pleasantville, or use this QR code.

Get deeply discounted tickets, group packages and prime tent spaces  
before they run out. Help us grow our budget for world-class headliners,  
and help yourself to a rockin’ deal. But hurry—discount quantities are 
limited. And once the Kickstarter campaign is up, prices go up, too.

The Pleasantville Music Festival is a day of friends & family,  
food & drink and great music. Now’s your window to get  
advance tickets at the lowest price they’re going to be.

Go to Kickstarter.com and search Pleasantville, or use this QR code.

Get deeply discounted tickets, group packages and prime tent  
spaces before they run out. Help us grow our budget for 
world-class headliners, and help yourself to a rockin’ deal. But hurry—discount  
quantities are limited. Once the Kickstarter campaign is up, prices go up, too.
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By David Propper
When Kine Buddies officially opened 

this month, the idea of the store was both 
advantageous, yet still simply explained, 
by co-owner Eric Peterson.

“The idea of the whole store was to take 
back Brewster,” Peterson said. “For 20 
years we had a situation where nobody in 
this town of Southeast comes down here 
and no one feels a sense of community.”

Peterson, a Putnam resident who 
opened the store with a college friend who 
lives in Westchester County, said he wants 
Kine Buddies to become a “destination 
place” for Main Street in the village.

The store offers vapors, e-cigarettes, 
water pipes, and other smoking 
accessories. It also has a focus on artwork, 
custom jewelry and art showings, as well 
as various items of clothing.

“Really it’s a social statement that 
we’re going to make,” Peterson, who 
is a supporter of medical marijuana, 
said. “And we hope that the community 
supports us. We’re a mile from the train 
station so we definitely want to make 
a political statement, as well as a social 
statement.”

Peterson describes himself as a 
“conservative hippie” who believes in the 
“cause.” When looking to open the shop, 

he specifically wanted it on Main Street 
because of the store’s effort to attract a 
younger generation to the downtown 
area.

Peterson makes it a point to state there 

isn’t enough of a community feel on what 
can be described as the most pivotal street 
in the village. The shop is also perfectly 
located across from an art studio, which 
Peterson hopes to work with and its 

young artists moving forward.
“Whether it’s fear, alienation or you 

know what there’s just nothing to buy,” 
Peterson said of his diagnosis of Main 
Street. “There’s no quality, we’re offering 
quality stuff by artists.”

Peterson knows there are a lot of 
hardworking business owners on Main 
Street, but he believes there’s a lack 
uniqueness to the area and lack of stores 
that young people want to enter.

Outside of the artwork Kine Buddies 
offers, there is also plenty of avenues 
to quit smoking with the vapors and 
e-cigarettes sold. As for the smoking 
glasswork, that’s for people in the region 
who use medical marijuana, which is now 
legal in New York.

This is not the only business Peterson 
or his business partner own, though Kine 
Buddies is the only joint venture.

Peterson considers it a hobby, but he 
knows more than the bottom-line is at 
stake.

“I always wanted to help the 
community,” Peterson said. “Everybody 
talks about wanting to do to something, 
well I put my money where my mouth 
is. Let’s see if the community follows and 
supports me.”  

Kine Buddies 
Brewster

Business 

of the Week

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO 
Eric Peterson stands inside his store on Main Street in Brewster called Kine Buddies. Peterson hopes 
the shop is way to attract young people to downtown.
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Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
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Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

Gear up for the Big Game 
by Placing an Ad in  

The Putnam
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 If your bar/restaurant is the 

premier place to watch the game 
or your deli/supermarket is the 
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drinks, or order a platter,  
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customers know about it.   
Contact us at 
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theexaminernews.com or 
call 914-864-0878 

to place your ad today!
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Letters to the Editor

Maria (Pelliccioni) Guidi
Maria (Pelliccioni) Guidi, 93, of 

Stormville, died on Jan. 16, in Ormond 
Beach, Fl. at the Seaside Manor Assisted 
Living Facility where she recently 
moved. At the time of her death she was 
accompanied by her 3 loving children.
Maria was born in Coriano (Forli), Italy 
on August 23, 1921, daughter of the late 
Modesta Tura and Angelo Pelliccioni. 
In 1942 she married the love of her life, 
Guerrino Guidi (pre-deceased, 1989) 
of Acquaviva, San Marino.  Maria and 
Guerrino had 3 children and by 1952 
the family moved to the US and lived 
in Croton Falls, for many years. Maria 
was one of 6 children.  She is survived 
by 2 siblings: Ada Stefanelli of Citta’, 

San Marino & Olga Giavolucci of 
Riccione (Forli), Italy; her 3 children: 
Pier Valeriano Guidi & wife Patricia of 
Hillsborough, NJ, Ilario (Larry) Guidi 
& wife Patricia of Palm Coast, FL, and 
Elena Dragomani & husband Allan of 
Stormville; 7 grandchildren and 12 great-
grandchildren - all whom she adored 
and in turn loved her dearly. Visitation 
will be held at the Cargain Funeral 
Home, 10 Fowler Avenue, Carmel, NY 
on Sat. Jan. 24, at 9:30 a.m. followed by 
a Mass of Christian Burial at 11:30 a.m. 
at the St. James the Apostle Church, 14 
Gleneida Avenue, Carmel.  Internment 
will follow the mass at Saint Lawrence 
O’Toole Cemetery, Turk Hill Rd. & Rt. 
22, Brewster. In lieu of flowers, family 
members suggest donations to a favorite 
charity in Maria’s name.

Louise E. Petersen
Louise E. Petersen, of Putnam Lake, died 

on January 11,  at Putnam Hospital Center. 
She was 90 years old. Louise was born on 
June 17, 1024 in Glasgow, KY, daughter to 
the late Louis G. and Cora M. (Gordon) 
Britt. She married Hugo E. Petersen, he 
predeceased her on August 17, 2007. Louise 
loved music and singing, she sang to the 
soldiers in the USO and was also on the 
radio. She loved everything about nature 
including all the animals and seasons.

Sarah A. Zanella
Sarah A. Zanella, born on May 20, 1947 

in Shamokin, PA, died on January 11. 
Sarah was a woman of many talents. She 

enjoyed knitting; crocheting, painting, and 
a self-taught piano player were among her 
talents. She enjoyed playing Bingo, cards, 
and visiting casinos. Sarah graduated 
from business school and worked for 
the Attorney General of Pennsylvania as 
a professionally trained legal secretary. 
Later, she started a career with the Social 
Security Administration where she worked 
as a Claims Representative for 40 years, 
teaching classes and receiving numerous 
awards for her efforts. Sarah leaves behind 
her loving husband Frank, of 40 years, her 
mother Mariel Kurtz, brothers, Edward 
and John, sisters Deb and Arlene, nieces 
and nephews, as well as numerous friends. 
Sarah is predeceased by her father Edward 
Kurtz. She was a people person who will be 
sadly missed.
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Jobs are needed in Southeast. Economic 
development is needed in Southeast. Tax 
relief is needed in Southeast. 

The proposed Crossroads 312 project 
will positively contribute to all these 
needs for Southeast and beyond!

In the coming days our Town Board 
members will be given the chance to 
support the project after a public hearing. 
It is my sincere hope, as a long time 
resident of the town, that all members will 
support Crossroads 312.

Of all that is being talked about with 

this project, I am most excited about 
two aspects in particular. The first is the 
proposed hotel. When I have out of town 
friends and family visit, there are only so 
many I can fit in my home. In order to have 
them stay, I must send them down county 
in Westchester or into Connecticut to 
find suitable hotel arrangements. Having 
a top-notch affordable hotel right down 
the road (that is also employing our 
neighbors) is going to be an asset.

The second is the traffic solutions. 
Right now the area of 84 and 312 needs 

significant improvements to help with 
traffic flow. Crossroads has proposed 
these improvements including new high-
end synchronized traffic lights, and new 
turning lanes in each direction. 

I hope all Southeast residents and 
town officials join with me in supporting 
Crossroads 312 and its many positive 
impacts on our community.

Tracy Griffin
Brewster

We live in trying times.  It seems like 
every day we hear of terrorism and or 
criminal acts taking place all around us.  
As regular citizens we have the ability to 
help our community by being aware of 
what is happening around us.  If you see 
something suspicious taking place, report 
that behavior to local law enforcement.  
If you notice any threatening messages 
on social media, alert law enforcement.  
Police departments throughout our 

country have been dealing with deadly 
acts against law enforcement officers 
and terrorist type of activities in our 
communities. 

Just the other day the Islamic State, 
more commonly known as ISIS, issued 
a call on social media, to its supporters, 
to take out police officers, soldiers, 
intelligence officers and civilians within 
the United States.  This hits us at the fabric 
of our society.  If all of us do our part we 

can keep our streets and communities 
safe.

You should also ask all of your friends 
and social media contacts to do the same.

Let’s All Stay Alert and Stay Safe!

Bill Gouldman
Putnam Valley Resident and Legislator 
for District 2

Brewster Resident Supports Crossroads 312 Development 

Heightened Alert Needed in Dangerous Times
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Guest Column
By MaryEllen Odell 
County Executive of Putnam County

Emergency preparedness has taken on 
a whole new meaning in recent years. 
It is no longer just about fire protection 
service. It is also about natural disasters 
and homeland security. It is about our 
schools where massacres are taking place. 
Every day you turn on the news and 
something new and unimaginable has 
happened to innocent people. We have 
to be prepared. We live 50 miles from 
Manhattan. Our world is on heightened 
alert every single day.

Before becoming County Executive, I 
served for five years on the Legislature. For 
two of those years I was the chairwoman 
of the Protective Services Committee 
and the deputy chair of the Legislature. 
During that time, I had the privilege of 
working with the late Robert McMahon, 
former Commissioner of the Bureau of 
Emergency Services.  He was a colleague, 
a friend and a mentor.

Bob epitomized what a leader of 
emergency management should be and he 
had a vision for the Bureau of Emergency 
Services. His vision was selfless and it was 
about service. It was about making sure 
the people of Putnam County were safe, 
every single day. He set the gold standard 
of what emergency services should be 
like here in Putnam County.  As county 

executive, I am going to make sure that 
we continue Bob’s vision and grow from 
it.

It is important to me that I receive input 
from the first responder community 
–firefighters and emergency medical 
service workers—before making the new 
Commissioner appointment. It is for 
that reason that I am forming a selection 
committee to assist in the process.

We are currently looking for individuals 
who want to participate in the selection 
committee. Chosen members will be 
expected to make committee meetings 
and candidate interviews.

The seven-member committee, led by 
Director of Personnel, Paul Eldridge, and 
consisting of five people from the first 
responder community, will help identify 
qualified candidates from the applications 
received, conduct interviews and narrow 
down the field to the top three candidates. 

The committee will be made up of 
the Director of Personnel, a member 
respectively from the Fire Advisory 
Board, the Putnam County Emergency 
Safety Advisory Board, the Fire Chiefs 
Association, representative of EMS 
(emergency medical services), a legislator 
to be appointed by the chairman of the 
Putnam County Legislature and one 
other person from the first responder 
community. 

 The tentative timeline is as follow:

•	 Week of Jan. 12- Putnam County 
Personnel Department will start 
advertising the vacant position in 
newspapers, on the county website and 
through social media next week.

•	 Week of Jan. 26 - Selection committee 
will meet and go over directives and 
consider interview questions.

•	 Feb. 2 - Deadline to submit an 
application or resume for the 
Commissioner position.

•	 By Feb. 23 - The selection committee 
members will then go through the 
applicants, establish the group of people 
who should move forward and hold 
interviews with them. The committee 
will narrow the selection down to three 
people who they will recommend be 
interviewed by the County Executive.

•	 Week of March 2 - I will meet with 
the candidates and identify up to two 
people for the personnel department to
It is my intention to name the 

new Commissioner of the Bureau of 
Emergency Services during the State of 
the County address tentatively scheduled 
on Thursday, March 12.

If you are interested in being part of the 
selection committee please send a letter 
of interest by Friday, January 23rd, to 
BESselectioncommittee@putnamcountyny.
gov.  If you have any questions, please call 
my office at 845-808-1001 or Director of 
Personnel, Paul Eldridge, at 845-808-1650.

Putnam Deserves the Gold Standard of Emergency Services

Visit 
TheExaminerNews.com 

and click on Puzzles  
at the top of the  

homepage to play  
today's crossword!

 

It’s all about you.

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and 

neighbors, we’d like to encourage you to support your 

local businesses. Watch our “Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy 

Pleasantville” special on PCTV and pctv76.org for ideas. 

And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

THINK 
LOCAL
SHOP 
LOCAL
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Across
1 Chicken-king connector
4 Not finished
7 San Francisco hill
10 Net holder
11 Pitching measure
12 “So there you are!”
13 Mischievous one
14 Point
15 Bolivian export
16 You will find this Yorktown 
restaurant at your “journey’s end”: 
_____ Bistro
19 TV chef
20 Berry touted as medicinal
21 Drive forward
24 Public row
25 Larry and Curly would eat at this 
new southwestern grill in Mohegan 
Lake
26 Rocky __, 1982 film
27 Audacious behavior
32 Game arbiter, for short
33 US medical research branch, for 
short
34 H.S. biology topic
35 Kind of deer
36 Wedding vow
37 Before Nov.
38 Terminal
39 Mark of perfection
40 Matrix character

Down
1 Saharalike
2 Vitamin C source
3 Concert equipment

4 Center related
5 Humor with a twist
6 Info
7 Put on ___
8 Columbus native
9 Fair, in Edinburgh
17 Strand of hair
18 Implicit
21 Unclean
22 Latter-Day Saint
23 Looked secretly
24 Steal some gas
26 Compound from ammonia
28 Single thing
29 Wrought ___
30 Years ago
31 Alliance acronym

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 18

Maxx is fr iendly, happyÊ
and waiting for a home!Ê

  Ê
 Ê

845-225-7777 Ê

The Putnam  Ê
Humane Society 

Pet  
Of the  
Week 

Adopt Him At:Ê
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By Janine Bowen
Every parent knows that buying new 

clothes for the back-to-school season 
is essential, but children interested in 
fashion have the opportunity to design 

and create their own clothing at Camp 
Groovy. 

This summer will mark the seventh 
year that Groovy on Grand, a fashion 
design studio started by Andrea Kennedy 
Andrews, will host camp sessions as the 
program has continued to grow since its 
inception. 

Last year, it proved so popular that 
Camp Groovy offered eight separate week-
long sessions at its Croton-on-Hudson 
location to accommodate more students 
in a shorter time span. This summer the 
camp will move down the block to 112 
Grand St. as a temporary home before 
finding a permanent location. The move 
is also part of an effort to make Groovy 
on Grand a mobile business to reduce 
overhead and allow more programs to be 
offered at affordable rates. 

“It’s a fashion design camp, so it can 
happen anywhere,” explained Andrews. 
“It’s wherever we can put sewing machines 
and carry in fabric and portfolios.” 

Children who attend Camp Groovy will 
have the opportunity to use professional 
design equipment and will leave the five-
day program with a collection of eight 
to 12 clothing items that they designed 
themselves. Girls and boys can create a 

collection based on whatever theme they 
choose and each session revolves around 
a different style of clothing. 

For example, Beach Party week features 
traditional summer clothes while Uptown 
Chic week allows participants to create 
sophisticated dress items. Downtown 
Chic lets children design casual clothing 
that can be worn to class. Students will 
get the opportunity to sew, airbrush, silk 
screen and dye clothes to create whatever 
designs they envision. 

“It’s a true fashion design experience 
where they’re actually designing, 
planning, creating and illustrating their 
designs,” Andrews said. 

A newer theme is Pajama Party week, 
which was introduced at Camp Groovy 
last year at the request of campers. That 
session is a bit more relaxed, involving 
less sewing but was one of the most 
well-received offerings because it allows 
children to focus on the graphic design 

continued on page 14

OR

Children and teens have the chance to design 
their own clothes at Camp Groovy in Croton-on-
Hudson. It is preparing for its seventh summer 
camp this July.

Kids Find Fashion Design Camp a Groovy Summer Place
School & Camp Guide

101 Deacon Smith Hill Rd  Patterson, NY  12563
www.campherrlich.org

Flexible Enrollment! 

Register for 

1 to 10 Weeks

Before & After 

Care Available

Multiple Week& Sibling Discounts Available

Convenient to all locations

10 Weeks of Themed Fun!
June 29–Sept 4, 2015

9 am–4:30 pm

845-878-6662
Serving Children Ages 4 to 14

twitter.com/campherrlich facebook.com/campherrlich
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By William Huestis
We are requesting an active review to 

address some traffic safety concerns in 
our Town of Kent and nearby Town of 
Patterson.

Priority One: The intersection of 
Route 52 and Ludingtonville Road. 
We understand there have been 76 
accidents in less than a two year period, 
some very serious. I have been advised 
that the state and county have studied 
this in the past and recommendations 
were not implemented probably due to 
financial, budget reductions. The statistic 
mentioned above is a wakeup call for 
an updated review with the intent of 
addressing this safety concern. I’m sure 
additional accidents occurred that were 
not reported to our police departments. 

No doubt there have been many close 
calls due to the nearby businesses and the 
current recommended speed limit.

Priority Two: Interstate Exit 18 on and 
off Route 311 - Poor visibility coming off 
the Interstate. Traveling west on Interstate 
84 and Exit 18 attempting to make a left 
hand turn onto Route 311 is challenging, 
there is a speed limit concern. There have 
been accidents and many close calls. 
We understand a traffic light was to be 
installed but the lack of progress of the 
shopping development probably halted 
the installation. This is in the Town of 
Patterson and puts many travelers at risk.

Priority Three: The Intersection of 
Route 52 and Route 311 have safety 
concerns, we request a review as traffic 
and accidents have increased. Too many 

close calls.
Priority Four: Terry Hill, North Terry 

Hill and the Route 311 intersection. 
There have been accidents, possibly the 
installation of a caution light?

Priority Five: The intersection of 
Towners Road, Route 52 and Nichols 
Street. There is a traffic light but timing 
needs to be reviewed and possibly a 
yellow caution light to warn travelers of 
light. Many cars and tractor trailers try 
to beat light it is just matter of time some 
before someone gets seriously hurt. There 
have been accidents.

There are some other concerns at the 
intersection of Towner’s Road, Hill and 
Dale Road and Lake Shore Drive as well 
as the Horsepound South and Route 52 
intersection that are concerns too.

We ask officials to take a serious review 
of the above concerns and try to address 
them according to your results in your 
analysis.

In closing, it is important to mention the 
“Little Fill” Causeway on Nichols Street 
which is a Town Road but a Town, County, 
City and State Lifeline to thousands. 
Closing this road is the last option but 
it needs major repairs that the Town of 
Kent cannot do alone. Also of concern is 
the recent paving work and patch work on 
Route 52, our untraditional Main Street. I 
look forward to a progressive dialogue to 
discuss and develop a plan in the future. 
Please feel free to contact me on my cell at 
845-821-4800.

William Huestis is a councilman in the 
Town of Kent. 

element of fashion while creating items 
they can use on a regular basis. 

Although most of Camp Groovy’s 
sessions are designed for students from 
nine to 16 years old, Wearable Art week 
caters to younger students, ages six 
through 11. Unlike the other four sessions 
for older participants, that theme doesn’t 
involve sewing or illustration but focuses 
more on silk screening, digital design, 
stencils and dyeing. 

“They do a lot of beautiful techniques 
and they end with a fashion show,” 
Andrews explained. 

The wearable art segment is also 
shorter, with four-hour sessions each day, 
as opposed to five hours for the older 
students. Each session features a half-
hour lunch break, although Andrews 
noted that she often has to force students 
to step away from their work to eat. 

“So many kids don’t even want to eat 

lunch, they don’t even want to stop…it’s 
very funny,” she said. 

Each Camp Groovy session lasts for five 
days. The Wearable Art program kicks off 
the season on July 13. The cost is $450 
per session, a price reduction of $50 from 
last year. Andrews noted that students 
often opt to attend more than one session, 
which is why each week has a separate 
theme. 

With three new counselors this year, 

every session is able to accommodate 
32 students but Andrews stressed that 
enrollment closes on April 15 and no 
campers will be accepted after that time. 
She explained that materials and clothing 
must be ordered in the correct sizes and 
colors for each attendee, a process that 
takes several months to complete.

To learn more about Camp Groovy, visit 
GroovyOnGrand.com. 

Traffic Safety Concerns in Kent Must be Addressed

Kids Find Fashion Design Camp a Groovy Summer Place
continued from page 13
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The Tumultuous World of Consumers’ Wine Technology
Technology 

dominates our 
lives. For better 
or for worse we’ve 
become slaves to our 
smartphones and 
laptops. Many of us 
have panic attacks 
if we accidentally 
leave our electronic 
devices at home. 

But if we step back for a moment, we 
realize that this phenomenon is very 
recent. It wasn’t so long ago that we were 
communicating with each other face to 
face, memorizing telephone numbers, 
printing MapQuest directions and dealing 
with so many other aspects of our lives that 
we’ve relinquished to the ubiquitous little 
device we carry in our pockets and purses.

This week I’m focusing on wine 
technology. 

Not to bemoan how millennials 
reject visual and auditory 
interaction to obtain wine selection 
advice or recommendations. 

Not to bemoan the lost art of 
removing a wine label from 
a bottle as a keepsake or as a 
reference point for a future 
purchase.

And certainly not to bemoan 

the abandonment of 
researching a wine topic by 
purchasing a wine book.

No, I espouse wine 
technology as a modern 
marvel that has enhanced 
our knowledge and 
therefore our appreciation 
of wine and in the process has borne a 
society that is more wine conversant and 
savvy than any generation before us. And 
improving each day.

Wine technology has evolved in three 
distinct phases: the pre-iPhone era, the 
revolution wrought by the introduction 
of the iPhone in 2007 and the brilliant 
marketing by Apple to open the App Store 
in 2008.

In the old days – seven years ago – 
there were few wine applications available 
and there were cumbersome software 
programs supporting them. The advanced 
technologies resided with the Blackberry 
phone and the Palm Pilot, permitting users 

to keep notes electronically. Those 
were the days of removing 
wine labels from bottles and 
memorializing the name of 

a wine with a scribble on a 
restaurant matchbook.  

Then, in June 2007, the 
world changed, almost 

overnight. Apple crammed 
the capabilities of a desktop 
computer, and more, into 
a hand-held device. Wine 
apps began to rise, but in fits 
and starts; most were merely 
websites that required Wi-
Fi connections. The most 

popular was CellarTracker, a community-
based repository of wine opinions and 
tasting notes culled from wine consumers. 
Its popularity persists today.

When Apple realized the universal 
appeal of its iPhone and the hidden profits 
in developing applications for it, it took 
a historic turn. Rather than develop its 
own applications to run on its proprietary 
software, it invited the world to write those 
apps -- and offered to pay developers 70 
percent of any revenue generated from a 
downloaded app. The smartphone world 
was overwhelmed with apps on any subject 
one could imagine. 

Currently, the App Store offers 1.4 million 
applications, which have been downloaded 
over 75 billion times. Amazingly, even 
though so many applications are free, 
developers earned $10 billion in fees in 
2014. The Android version of the app store 
is likewise wildly successful.

Today, there are dozens of wine apps 
available, providing access to every 

aspect of the world of wine, from broad 
and deep wine information, to purchase 
recommendations, to pairing advice and 
even one that “learns” your preferences 
over time and offers suggestions for wines 
that it thinks you will enjoy.

These apps influence our decision-
making process by evaluating, searching 
and finding wines in a proverbial nano-
second and with a high degree of reliability. 
Here are several of my favorites, all of 
which are free and include varying levels 
of interactivity: Drync, Vivino, Delectable, 
Hello Vino, Wine-Searcher and WineQuest.

Each app presents a unique approach 
to enjoying wine. Have you downloaded 
one (or more) on your Apple or Android 
smartphone? Which do you prefer? Which 
do you dislike? E-mail your comments to 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com.

Next week I’ll review each one and offer 
my personal thoughts to assist you in 
selecting a favorite.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 15 years he has conducted 
wine tastings and lectures. He also offers 
personalized wine tastings and wine 
travel services. Nick’s credo: continuous 
experimenting results in instinctive behavior. 
You can reach him at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on Twitter @
sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

As I recall the walls of my 
childhood home, a simple row 
house in Philadelphia, I see 
only the large obligatory parlor 
mirror over the sofa and one 
brightly colored watercolor of 
gladioli dated 1940 by my Aunt 
Helen, a self-taught artist, that I 
still display in an honored place.

In college, when first exposed 
to the world of art, I vowed one 
day to become a collector to 
the extent that I could afford. 
As a newcomer to New York 
City, while visiting the home 
of a cultured gentleman, I was 
impressed to find that all of his 
walls were covered from floor to 
ceiling with paintings, prints and 
other objects, much like an art gallery. 

Those two experiences created in me 
a lifelong obsession to have my home’s 
walls serve as the canvass for a rich visual 
experience where I could view, ponder 
and lose myself into other worlds of artistic 
expression.

Actually, you don’t have to be as obsessive 
as I, and it doesn’t have to cost an arm and a 
leg, just a trip to a store like Home Goods or 
T.J. Maxx. I am amazed at the art these stores 
can offer for very little money. Go there and 
splurge on collections of stretched canvasses 
that don’t require frames to look great in 
wall groupings. Such stores didn’t exist when 
I was young and collecting art from antiques 

shops and, yes, junk shops.
When I lived in my first small 

house, I achieved the gallery 
effect within a few short years. 
When I moved to a large colonial 
in the country with 14 rooms, it 
took many years to appoint each 
room like a gallery. My problem 
within the past month, however, 
has been paring down my 
collection to an 1,800-square-
foot condo with a living room/
dining room combination, an 
office/den and two bedrooms. 

In this case, my wife and I had 
to be very selective about which 
paintings and prints we selected 
– only our most favored pieces 
would come with us – and we 

agreed that, living in a smaller space, we 
didn’t want to close ourselves in by filling 
every inch of wall space with art. 

Also, the groupings themselves needed 
to be well hung-- literally--because for the 
first time in many years I was dealing with 
hollow, plasterboard walls. My heavier 
frames had to be secured in the plasterboard 
with anchors, expand with pressure when 
screws were put into them or have “toggles,” 
which release on the inside of the wall once 
pushed. 

I must confess I hate that chore as 
somewhat tedious and, this time around, I 
prevailed upon my friend and expert painter 
Joe Pascarelli, who doubles as my handyman 

when needed for such tasks.
For the lighter paintings and prints, I 

don’t bother with the anchors but use small 
nails. Rather than nailing them straight in 
horizontally, I nail them in at a 45-degree 
angle so that the weight of the piece is less 
likely to pull the nail from the wall.

In my groupings, I like to create harmony 
and balance, either through content or 
the type of frames. In my dining area, for 
instance, the entire wall is dedicated to 
landscapes, while my living room features 
portraiture of the 1700s and 1800s. I just 
love all those eyes staring back at me. 
Sometimes I sit on my sofa, looking into 
the eyes of those women, men and children, 
wondering why their descendants didn’t 
hold on to their portraits and cherishing 
them as family heirlooms, but very glad that 
I was able to adopt them, welcoming them 
as family members.

When I arrange these paintings into 
groups, I first lay the frames out on the floor 
directly in front of the wall on which they 
are to be placed and arrange and rearrange 
them until I have a pleasing pattern. Then 
I take a digital photo, which I follow as I 
hammer them in one by one. 

After I hang them, I eyeball them to 
make sure they’re straight (some people are 
fanatics and use a leveler), and once I have 
them perfect, I roll some masking tape into 
a tube and stick it behind one corner of 
the frame to make sure that vibrations or 
dusting doesn’t dislodge its horizontal pitch.

I’m nearing the end of creating my new 
art gallery at home, ready to welcome guests 
to come look and learn more about me by 
considering how I choose to enrich my 
living environment.  

By the way, if you want my friend Joe 
Pascarelli’s help in hanging art or any other 
chores around the house that require skilled 
assistance, you can call him directly at 914-
330-3889.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated with 
William Raveis Real Estate and Founder of 
Primavera Public Relations, Inc., the longest 
running public relations agency in Westchester 
(www.PrimaveraPR.com), specializing in 
lifestyles, real estate and development. His real 
estate site is: www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com 
and his blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and his 
team to market your home for sale, call 914-
522-2076.

Using Your Home Walls to Create an Art Gallery

BILL PRIMAVERA PHOTO 
The Home Guru’s dining room: a well-hung art 
gallery.
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Putnam Hospital Center recently 
hosted its first blood drive, collecting 30 
units of blood that will be used to help 
up to 90 patients in need.

 “I feel that it went swimmingly,” 
said Rodney MacNeil, supervisor of 
operations for the American Red Cross. 
“It was a good day.”

The American Red Cross facilitated 
the blood drive that saw 28 people give 
life-saving donations during a critical 
time of year for the organization. The 
winter months often see fewer blood 
donations because of the holidays, 

inclement weather, seasonal illnesses 
and school vacations.

There are approximately 39,000 
units of blood needed each day in 
hospitals and emergency treatment 
facilities throughout the country for 
patients with cancer and other illnesses, 
requiring surgery, in need of organ 
transplants and recovering from an 
accident or other trauma, according to 
the Red Cross.

Since 1970, January has been 
designated National Blood Donor 
Month as a way to celebrate those who 

give blood each year and 
to encourage others to 
give the gift of life.

To find out where to 
give blood this month and 
schedule an appointment, 
go to redcrossblood.
org or call 1-800-RED-
CROSS. The New York 
Blood Center also has 
information at www.
nybloodcenter.org or by 
calling 1-800-933-BLOOD.

They can defuse bombs, travel to 
space, and even perform surgery, so it 
is no wonder that robots are the focus 
of New Visions Engineering students at 
The Tech Center. Students demonstrated 

their knowledge of robotics this week to 
members of the Westchester branch of 
the American Association of University 
Women (AAUW). Members of AAUW, 
which aims to advance equity for 

women and girls 
through advocacy 
and education, 
are particularly 
interested in STEM 
(Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math) 
programs like the one 
at The Tech Center, on 
the campus of Putnam/
Northern Westchester 
BOCES.

After watching a 
video on the FIRST 
(For Inspiration and 
Recognition of Science 
and Technology) 
Tech Challenge, a 
competition in which 
the students are 
participating, students 
demonstrated their 
competition robot to AAUW members.

“Our robotics team worked in 
a Computer Aided Design (CAD) 
program, made a prototype, and tested 
and evaluated the prototype,” said student 
Gianna Pavone from Carmel. “Now we 
are working at refining our robot.” The 

students will compete in the robotics 
competition next weekend.

Marie McKellar, a member of AAUW 
from Dobbs Ferry, was impressed with 
the level of knowledge of the students. “It’s 
terrific seeing young, dedicated students 
really interested in learning. They are 
really doing fascinating things.”

Coach Dan O’Hare, who leads the 
Carmel High School Girls Basketball 
Team, celebrated his 200th win 
on Saturday, December 26.  The 
accomplishment comes 18 seasons since 
O’Hare’s first game as the Lady Rams’ 
coach.

“Coach O’Hare has taught us so much, 
as not only players but as leaders and 
as good people,” said Kelly Oliver, who 
is this year’s team captain with Caitlin 
Murphy. “Being able to deliver this win to 
him means so much to me and the rest of 
the team.”

The Lady Rams’ first win with O’Hare 
at the helm was on Friday, Jan. 3, 1997. 
The team defeated the Ramapo Gryphons 
57-56. Some of the players on the team 

was Jeannine Weaver, Amber Krajeski, 
Kristan Johnson and Candace Clark.

“It has been my pleasure to know Dan 
since 1991, when his daughter, Brianne 
and my daughter, Hope, first met as three-
year-olds,” said Putnam County Executive 
MaryEllen Odell. “His passion for the 
game has led him to instill into the several 
hundred young ladies in his charge over 
the years the positive sense of ‘can do,’ 
a desire to achieve and to compete as a 
team. He has left an indelible impression 
on all the Lady Rams who have played on 
his teams.”

During his tenure as coach for the Lady 
Rams, O’Hare’s teams have played in the 
Final Four in the state Section 1 playoffs 
and in numerous league championships.

Gianna Pavone, from Carmel, demonstrates the robot that New Visions 
Engineering students created for the FIRST Tech Challenge.

Mahopac High School student Christine Sullivan demonstrates the programming involved in the robotics 
challenge.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MARCELA ROJAS/PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER.
Steven McCall, PHC’s manager of  facilities, gets ready to donate 
blood during the hospital’s first blood drive. 

Coach Dan O’Hare celebrating his 200th win with Lady Rams captains Kelly Oliver (left) and Caitlin 
Murphy (right).

Putnam Hospital Center Hosts First Blood Drive

American Association of University Women Visits Tech Engineering Class

Coach Dan O’Hare Celebrates 
200th Girls Basketball Win
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Ongoing
In-Stitches Knitting Club at Reed 

Library (845-225-2439).  Wednesday 
mornings 10:30 a.m. to noon and 
Thursday evenings 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.  
Beginners and experienced knitters and 
crocheters are welcomed in this fun and 
friendly group.  

Winter Farm Market 
This season, the Winter Market will 

be open every Sunday from January 18, 
to May 31 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The 
Winter Market footprint will be located 
in the lower level of the HVCPA building 
(15 Mt. Ebo Road South, ) and we are 
proud and excited to showcase vendors 
including:  Vegetables, fruit, meat, fish, 
jams, bread and baked goods (gluten free 
too!), eggs, mushrooms, food artisans 
and specialty items from local growers 
and producers. 

Cancer Support: 
Support Connection, Inc., a not-for 

profit organization that provides free, 
confidential support services for people 
affected by breast and ovarian cancer, 
offers a wide range of free support groups 
women with breast and ovarian cancer. 
Groups focus on topics pertaining to 
living with cancer through all stages of 
diagnosis, treatment and post-treatment. 
They are offered in Westchester, 
Putnam and Dutchess, and by toll-free 
teleconference. For a complete calendar 
of groups at all locations, visit www.
supportconnection.org. Advance 
registration is required for all groups; call 
914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.

Save the Date: 

Thursday, February 5
Putnam County Office for Senior 

Resources Computer Learning Center 
for seniors will hold registration on 
Thursday, February 5, at the William 
Koehler Senior Center, 180 Route 6 in 
Mahopac and the Putnam Valley Senior 
Center, 117 Town Park Lane, Putnam 
Valley.  Registration hours at both sites 
will be from 9:30 a.m. – 11 a.m. Anyone 
55 or older can register for a variety of 
computer classes from basic to advanced, 
to using an iPad, to Digital Photography. 
Register in person or call Cathy O’Brien 
at (845) 628-6423 or email her at 
c.obrien23@comcast.net.  If anyone is 
interested in volunteering, please call.

Sunday, March 8 
Northern Westchester / Putnam St. 

Patrick’s Day Parade. Eastbound on 
Route 6 Mahopac.  Step Off Time: 2 p.m.

Friday, January 23
4th Annual Inter Elementary School 

Board Breaking Championship: Come 
support your local elementary Before & 
After School Taekwondo program as they 
battle it out in a Board Break-A-Thon 
to decide who will be become the top 
program of the 2014/2015 school year. 

Putnam Valley Elementary School. 
171 Oscawana Lake Rd, Putnam Valley.  
Sponsored by Chung Ma.

Saturday, January 24 
New Program Room for Kent 

Library: The grand opening of the newly 
renovated Kent Library Program room 

and book cellar will take place at 2 p.m. 
Rebekkah Smith Aldrich, Coordinator 
for Library Growth & Sustainability at 
the Mid-Hudson Library System, will 
talk about exciting new developments in 
libraries. The library is grateful to grateful 
to Assemblywoman Sandra Galef, who 
sponsored the grant which made this 
project possible.   Reservations are 
required, as space is limited. Reservations 
may be made by calling 845-225-8585 
or visiting the Kent Library’s website at 
www.kentlibrary.org

Free Parenting workshop for new 
and expecting fathers in Putnam and 
surrounding counties.  Taught by Dads 
for Dads, the 1 1/2 hour session provide 
information and hands-on practice with 
basic baby care. For more information or 
to register: 845-808-1400, x44122.

Monday, January 26 
The Putnam County Metal 

Detectorists and Archeological Society.  
First Baptist Church Brewster, 460 
N Main St., Brewster.  7 p.m. anyone 
interested in Metal Detecting is invited 
to attend. Finds of the Month and future 
club hunts will be topics for discussion.  
For more information, visit us online at 
www.greatreasure.com.  New members 
are always welcome.

Wednesday, January 28 
The next meeting of The American 

Legion Argonne Post 71.  The post 
is located on Ice Pond Road and the 
meeting will be called to order 7 p.m. 
New members are always welcome.

Thursday, January, 29 
The Tri-State IBM Retirees Club 

Meeting: 1:30 p.m. in the meeting hall 
of the United Methodist Church, 1176 E. 
Main Street, Shrub Oak. The scheduled 
speaker is Jim Loehle, Vice President, 
Gary Goldberg Financial Services. 
Refreshments and sign-in at 1 p.m. New 
members welcome. Information: (914) 
528-5916.

Saturday, January 31
The Children’s Theatre Company of 

Peekskill will present two musicals at 
The Ford Theatre in Peekskill on Saturday 
and Sunday, January 31, February 1, 7 
and 8 2015 at 3 p.m. The double musical 
treat, appropriate for children and 
adults, includes: The Ugly Duckling, 
Music & Lyrics by Frank Sanchez & 
Mehr Mansuri based on Original Story 
by Hans Christian Andersen; and Stone 
Soup, an adaption by Mehr Mansuri and 
Jill Bolstridge with Music and Lyrics 
by Frank Sanchez & Mehr Mansuri in 
collaboration with Lory Lazarus. The 
performance is located at The Ford 
Theatre, Peekskill Admin Building, 1031 
Elm Street, Peekskill. Tickets are $10 per 

person and can be purchased above or at 
The Ford Theatre. For information, 914-
325-1053

Traveling Route 6: Patterson Library, 
1167 Rte. 311 Patterson: “Traveling Route 
6” Saturday January 31 at 1 p.m. Travel 
Route 6 from Cape Cod to California 
with author Joe Hurley. Hear fascinating 
stories and see riveting pictures of the 
people he met and places he saw on his 
journey along America’s longest highway. 
Don’t miss this exclusive behind the 
scenes look at his book Ten Million Steps 
on Route 6. Registration preferred, walk-
ins welcome if space allows. To register 
or for more information, visit us online 
at www.pattersonlibrary.org and click on 
calendar or call 845-878-6121 x10. Free 
program.  unthudsonvalley.com/events/
event/kashmir.

Crossword Answers

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com
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To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for 

the next week’s  
publication

adoption
Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring li-
censed adoption agency provides fi-
nancial and emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved families. Call 
Joy toll free 1-866-922-3678 or confi-
dential email:Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
ThroughAdoption.org

A childless young married couple (she-
30/he-37) seeks to adopt. Will be hands-
on mom/devoted dad. Financial security. 
Expenses paid.Call/text. Mary & Adam.1-
800-790-5260.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

autos
*CASH TODAY* We'll Buy Any Car (Any
Condition) + Free Same-Day Pick-Up. 
Best Cash Offer Guaranteed! Call For 
FREE Quote: 1-888-477-6314

CarEEr opportunitiEs
WELDING CAREERS- Hands on train-
ing for career opportunities in aviation, 
automotive, manufacturing and more. 
Financial aid for qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. CALL AIM 855-
325-0399

domEstiC WorkErs
HIRE A HOUSEHOLD SERvICE PER-
SONNEL -Nannies, Sitters, Housekeep-
ers, Companions, Cooks, Chefs, Driv-
ers, Handyman, etc. for Homes, infants, 
adults, pets. Call 718-340-3995. www.
DanielAgencyUSA.com 

Farming
NEW YORK HUNTING LAND WANT-

ED! Earn thousands on your land by leas-
ing the hunting rights. Free evaluation & 
info packet. Liability coverage included. 
Bringing landowners & hunters together 
since 1999. Email: info@basecampleasing.
com Call: 866-309-1507 BaseCampLeas-
ing.com

HElp WantEd
HAIRSTYLIST/BARBER WANTED 
Experienced, with a following preferred. 
Katonah 914 232 5201 

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students  Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not 
applicable in Queens county"

in HomE pEt sitting
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 
9 Hobby St., Pleasantville.

lEgal notiCE
HUD HOUSING CHOICE vOUCHER 
PROGRAM WAITING LIST OPENING
AND LOTTERY IN PUTNAM COUN-
TY NOTICE IS HEREBY GIvEN that 
the Putnam County Housing Corporation 
(PCHC) Carmel, New York in accordance 
with regulations outlined by the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD) and in accordance with New 
York State Home & Community Renewal, 
Statewide Section 8 Voucher Program, 
Section 8 Administration Plan, April 1, 

2012 will reopen the Section 8 waiting 
list for all income eligible individuals and 
families. Annual income limits vary by 
household size:
1 person - $29,400; 2 persons - $33,600;  
3 persons - $37,800;        4 persons - $41,950;
5 persons - $45,350; 6 persons - $48,700;  
7 persons - $52,050; and 8 persons - $55,400
Following the HCR Administrative Plan, 
priority will be given to those below 
30% of area median income: 1 person - 
$17,650; 2 persons - $20,150; 3 persons 
- $22,650; 4 persons - $25,150; 5 persons 
- $27,200; 6 persons - $29,200; 7 persons 
- $31,200; and 8 persons - $33,200.   
Applications will be available to the pub-
lic on January 5, 2015 at PCHC’s office, 11 
Seminary Hill Road, Carmel, NY 10512; 
online at www.putnamhousing.com or by 
calling 845-225-8493. 
Applications must be mailed to:
HUD HOUSING CHOICE vOUCHER 
PROGRAM P.O. Box 119 Carmel, New 
York 10512
All applications submitted between Feb-
ruary 1, 2015 and February 28, 2015 will 
be placed in a lottery to be held Monday, 
March 16, 2015. No applications will be 
accepted at PCHC offices. The lottery pro-
cess will be observed by Putnam County 
Department of Social Services staff to en-
sure lottery procedures are followed. Sev-
en hundred and fifty (750) applicants will 
be drawn in random order and assigned 
a waiting list number in order drawn to 
the existing, computerized waitlist. Ad-
ditionally, each application will be dated 
and time stamped, numbered and entered 
into a bound log book. Letters will be sent 
to selected applicants confirming their 
placement on the waiting list. All appli-
cations not drawn as one of the 750 will 
be destroyed and will not be part of the 
waiting list.  The Housing Choice Vouch-
er Program is a federal housing program 
administered by the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. The 
program provides housing assistance to 
renters with low to moderate income in 
the form of rental subsidies. Individuals 
with disabilities ae eligible for the pro-
gram and reasonable accommodations 
will be made where necessary to ensure 
equal participation in housing assistance. 
Equal Housing Opportunity Statement: 
We are pledged to the letter and spirit of 
U.S. policy for an achievement of equal 
housing opportunity throughout the Na-
tion. We encourage and support an af-
firmative advertising and marketing pro-
gram in which there are no barriers to 
obtaining housing because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familiar status, or 
national origin.

lots & aCrEagE
BANK REPOED! 10 acres- $19,900! 
Awesome Mtn views, hardwoods, pri-
vate bldg site, long rd frontage, utils! 
No liens or back taxes! Terms avail!  

Call 888-479-3394 NOW!

ABANDONED FARM! 25 acres Trout 
Stream- $49,900. Beautiful acreage, views, 
woods, apple trees! Unadilla River Val-
ley location! EZ terms! 888-905-8847  
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

musiCal mErCHandisE
TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD GUITARS!
1920's thru 1980's. Gibson, Martin, Fend-
er, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D'Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins/Ban-
jos. 1-800-401-0440

proFEssional oFFiCE spaCE
MOUNT KISCO - Private office with 
shared waiting area.  In town, near train, 
parking, shopping, restaurants.  Rent in-
cludes A/C, heat, Wi-Fi and 24/7 access.  
Rents from $695.  Call Howie at (203) 
322-0909.

sporting EvEnts
ALBANY GUN SHOW- Empire State 
Plaza Convention Center- 450 Tables. 
BUY, SELL, TRADE. Sponsored by NYS 
Arms Collectors. Saturday, January 24th 
9-5, Sunday, January 25th 9-3

vaCation rEntals
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics,† 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NJ: 1-800-488-4175

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49
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Brewster freshman Connor Henderson cranks a shot in last Friday’s 7-4 loss to Tyler Alfonzetti (inset) and the Carmel Rams at the Brewster Ice Arena where the Rams improved to 6-2-1 while the Bears fell to 
7-5-1. Alfonzetti added two goals and two assists for the Rams, keeping the senior sniper ranked among the top three scorers in Section 1... see Hockey Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Con Job! 

Carmel Clips Brewster, 7-4
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

The Yorktown High boys have 
essentially owned Somers this year 
beating the Tuskers on the football 
field, the soccer pitch and the hardwood 
already this season, and Tusker Nation 
will get one last crack to change things 
up this coming Friday when vengeful 
Somers hosts Yorktown in a rematch 
of the opening round of last Saturday’s 
Yorktown Tournament.

Yorktown’s superior team concept was 
too much for previously unbeaten Somers, 
which fell 52-46 in the first round of the 
George Budries Tournament at Yorktown. 

Husker G Matt Broder came off the 
bench to drain four shots from downtown 
and totaled 15 points while dishing four 
assists for Yorktown (7-3, 2-2). Husker 
F Jesse Bambach, a yeoman, had 13 
points and 11 rebounds for while hotshot 
teammate Mason Dyslin was held to 11 
points but added eight rebounds. Tusker 
F Tommy Gargiulo, Section 1’s answer to 
former NBA All-Star Dennis Rodman, 
did an admirable job on Dyslin, but others 
stepped up when they had to, which is the 
sign of unified club.

Somers G Matt Maloney scored 17 
points for the Tuskers, who died by the 3. 
Somers senior sniper Ryan Grossman was 
held down by Yorktown G Mike Nardone, 
who laid drapes on Grossman and held 
him well below his scoring average.

“I thought we played really well 

defensively,” said Yorktown Coach Kevin 
Downes, a defensive guru by trade. 
“Somers is a very good offensive team 
and our guards, in particular, defended 
well: Especially Nardone, DelBene, Ryan 
Hill, and Matt Broder. These kids are 

very unselfish and really 
share the ball well. I think 
Mason is one of the best 
big men in the section so 
he gets a lot of attention 
from teams. That allows 
our guards to have some 
opportunities and tonight 
Broder took advantage. 
He played very well and 
made some timely shots. 
Jesse was a beast 
inside rebounding 
and scoring. He’s 
only going to get 
better. This is a 
very tough league, 
you have to bring 
it every night. Any 
win in this league 
is a good win.”

Yorktown was 
scheduled to play 
Clarkstown North 
Monday in the 
c h a m p i o n s h i p 
game. Ossining 
will play Somers 
in the consolation 
game.

Here’s a glimpse 
at a poll that means jack squat.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 YORKTOWN – Coach 
Downes’ Class A Huskers (7-3, 2-2) 
looked like every Mahopac team 
of the past five seasons; athletic, 

selfless, gritty and 
determined to 
make believers 
out of anyone 
who doubts them. 
We have been on 
board since Week 
1, so don’t say we 
didn’t warn you that the 
former Mahopac coach 
would turn the Huskers 
around in a hurry. Now, 
they’re a team on a 
mission to the County 
Center for the first time 
since 2009, though the 
losses to Greeley and Fox 
Lane signal that there is 
work to do.

No.2 SOMERS – Coach 
DiCintio’s Class A Tuskers 
(8-1, 3-1), ranked No.20 
in NYS, have been known 
to live by the 3, but they 
died by it in 52-46 loss to 
Yorktown. Revenge could 
be served as quickly as 
Friday.

No.3 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (8-2 in NY, 1-0) are ranked 
No.3 in NYS and they will put that fancy 
rank on the line against Putnam Valley 
this Saturday in a what should be an epic 
League I-C dustup. It’s a Coaches vs. 
Cancer event at Haldane, featuring four 
games against Put Valley teams, including 
JV and varsity. Games tip off at 10 a.m., 12 
p.m., 2 p.m. and the finale at 4 p.m.: PV’s 

Ryan Basso vs. Haldane’s Peter Hoffman 
and Co. The “Hoff ” hit the 1,000-point 
milestone in style, flushing home an alley-
oop dunk. 

No.4 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (8-4, 2-0) 
have been on a roll of late, and once coach 
gets his rotations in order, we think the 
Tigers are still prime-time contenders to 
Woodlands’ throne. Unlikely they can beat 
the Falcons, but visions of County Center 
are still dancing in their heads. First up, 
though, is this playdate with Haldane, 
in which they better figure out a way to 
contain 1,000-point scorer Peter Hoffman 
and rugged Edmond Fitzgerald and Will 
Zuvik. Tiger Ryan Basso continues to inch 
closer to 1,000 points as well.

No.5 BREWSTER – Coach Nelly’s 
Class A Bears (5-6, 1-3) may be a year 

Yorktown Sends Resounding Message to League I-D Foes
Huskers Knock off Previously Unbeaten Somers in Battle of Titans

  RAY GALLAGHER/RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS

Boys Hoops Notebook

With @THE_CROP checking in from the background, 
Yorktown’s Mike Nardone denies Tusker Ryan Grossman a 
good look at hoop. Somers F Pat Melly meets the end of  the Mason Dyslin line.

Put Valley G Kevin Gallagher defends the iron in Tiger 
blowout of  Pawling last Thursday.

Yorktown Coach Kevin Downes leads his troops after win over Somers.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS

Class A Grid Notebook

continued next page
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.
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away from seriously competing for a deep 
playoff run but we’re thinking next year 
they youthful Bears will make splash, and 
Coach Nelly confirmed those thoughts. 
Between Jon Palmieri and Sam Adama, 
who scored 23 points in Brewster’s 70-61 
win over Horace Greeley, the Bears have 
some pieces.

HM CROTON – Coach Thom’s Class B 
Tigers (8-4, 3-1) had their grip on League 
III-A title loosened when they were blown 
out at Briarcliff but they are still hopeful. 
In a win against Westlake, Teejay Searight 
14 points, 5 assists, 3 steals while fellow G 
Charlie Goldberg added 11 points with 
three 3s. Owen Ackerman (11 points, 6 

rebounds), Chris McVeety (11 points, 10 
rebounds, 3 blocks - no doubt, his best 
game of the season) and Rory Parker (9 
points, 6 assists) were huge. This was 
Parker’s best game all-around game of the 
season. Still, we can’t bump the Tigers into 
the top 5 after getting crushed by Cliffy.

HM LAKELAND – Coach Weltman’s 
Class A Hornets (5-5, 2-0) are starting 
to look like the League I-B favorites after 
they’ve begun the league slate with a pair 

of W’s over Peekskill 
and 70-68 Beacon, 
which was closer than 
we would have liked 
against a struggling 
1-11 outfit.

HM CARMEL 
–Coach Venditto’s 
Class AA Rams (4-6, 
2-1) are in the same 
position as Brewster, 
and we should see 
them take some 
serious strides in 
2016. Underclassmen 
Ryan Train and Josh 
Alexander each 
scored 15 points in 
the 52-44 win over 
RCK.

HM HEN HUD 
– If Coach Hirsch’s 
Class A Sailors (7-2, 
1-1) beat Lakeland 
this Wednesday, 
we will seriously 
consider them for a 
top 5 spot, but the 72-
66 loss to Peekskill 
killed any chance of 

that this week.
HM PANAS – 

Coach Sully’s reigning 
Section 1 Class A 
champion Panthers 
(4-6, 1-1) hung tough 
with Put Valley in a 
47-40 setback, but 
they can’t be losing 
to Class B clubs if 
they are planning 
an impactful run at 
the I-B title. Still, 
Brandon Collins and 
Mike Evans provide 
them with one of the 
best 1-2 punches in 
the league.

HM MAHOPAC – 
Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-7, 0-3) 
are at rock bottom 
now, so what do we 
tell people when 
they hit the floor: 
Rise above the issues 
that are holding you 
back, including their 
vast internal issues 
and off-court lunacy 
(i.e. racial strife) that has 

plagued the program since last March. 
If the recent racial allegations stemming 
out of an incident at Carmel are proven 
to be true, the better part of Mahopac 
will have its eyes blackened once again, 
and Section 1 will likely be forced to take 

reparations against the prideful Putnam 
County school district. The investigation 
between Mahopac and Carmel is set to 
conclude either Tuesday or Wednesday, 
and we’re told by the parents of the player 
in question that he has informed school 
administrators he is willing to submit to a 
polygraph to clear his name regarding the 

alleged racial slur.
My bet is there will 

be wholesale changes 
next year within this 
club, and that is sad 
for a program that 
has been as consistent 
as any in Class AA, 
besides Mount 
Vernon, the last four 
or five years. It just 
isn’t working out as 
currently constructed 
and I’m told the 
masses are angry and 
unwilling to put up 
with another year like 
this.

HM PEEKSKILL 
– Coach Turner’s 
Class A Red Devils 
(3-8, 2-2) can make 
all the naysayers look 
like fools should they 
figure out a way to 
win the I-B title and 
win a playoff game, 
but it’s hard to believe 
we’re setting the  
bar there for a program 
with championship 
pedigree like 
Peekskills.
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Husker Jesse Bambach gets out on Somers 
G Matt Maloney in Huskers’ 52-46 win over 
Tuskers Saturday.

Somers F Tom Gargiulo goes up for shot in loss to Yorktown.

Put Valley G Zack Nolan attacks iron in rout of  Pawling.

Husker Matt Broder played the role of  sniper in 52-46 win over Somers, 
hitting 4 treys.

Put Valley junior G Anders Spittal has been impactful in his rookie season 
with the Tigers.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.
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By Tony Pinciaro
Somers’ varsity girls basketball coach 

Kristi Dini challenged her team in 
December with a difficult non-conference 
schedule.

The Class A Tuskers faced perennial 
powers Our Lady of Lourdes, defending 
Class A champion Peekskill and Class 
AA Arlington, to name a few. When 
December concluded, Somers had a 1-5 
record, but it was somewhat deceiving.

“In every loss, we were right there,” Dini 
said. “They were single-digit losses and 
close games, but we just couldn’t finish.”

The New Year has brought a 
reinvigorated Somers to the floor and 
the Tuskers have responded with four 
consecutive wins to open league play. 
Last week, Somers swept Yorktown, 
bested Brewster by 10 points (51-41) and 
defeated John Jay-Cross River (42-34).

“Yes, we had a tough start as far as 
our record goes, but I think playing that 
tough, non-conference schedule helped 
prepare us for league play,” said Dini, 
herself a star player at Putnam Valley and 
Boston College where in 2009 was the 
NCAA 3-Point Champion.

“Now we are showing a toughness, 
we were missing, in dealing with teams’ 
runs and responding with our own. 
We’re staying up when things aren’t going 
our way and finishing games. We’re also 
shooting the ball a little bit better,” Dini 
added.

Gabby Rosenzweig led all scorers in the 
win over Yorktown (5-4) with 18 points in 
the George Budries Tournament opener 
Saturday.

Kelly Donnellan dropped 14 points in 

the Huskers’ 44-37 win over Greeley.
OSSINING continued its roll, running 

its winning streak to seven consecutive 
games with overwhelming victories over 
Horace Greeley, Beacon and Lakeland. 
The two-time defending NYC Class 

AA champion Pride are 
currently 10-2 and will play 
at undefeated Peekskill, 
Wednesday.

“The girls are moving the 
ball great right now and 
hitting the open man with 
regularity,” Ossining coach 
Dan Ricci said. “One of the 
hardest things to get teams 
to do is to come to play when 
they know they are the better 
team. Most often, teams don’t 
bring the intensity in games 
like that, and, so far, we have 
had great intensity in every 
one of those games.”

In Ossining’s win over 
Lakeland, Jalay Knowles 
reached a milestone – her 
100th win as a member of 
the varsity girls’ basketball 
team. In five years as a starter 
Knowles has gone 100-15 
along with Ricci.

“Jalay has been a pleasure 
to coach,” Ricci said. “She is 
an awesome kid off the court 
and a hard worker on the 

court. She gives the 
same effort regardless 
of who we play and the 
same effort every day in 
practice as well.

“On the court she has 
done nothing but win,” 
he added. “She has four 
sectional titles, three 
regional titles and two 
state championships.”

Knowles finished 
with 23 points and 
11 rebounds in the 
Lakeland game and 
Shadeen Samuels 
had a team-high 24 
points and collected 
10 rebounds. Abby 
Squirrell filled out the 
statistics’ sheet with 10 
points, 11 rebounds, 
three assists, three 
blocks and two steals.

MAHOPAC had 
a Dutchess-County 
doubleheader with 
Arlington and John 
Jay-East Fishkill. The 
Indians opened by 
rallying to a 63-60 
victory over Arlington 
before a nailbiting, 50-
47 setback to John Jay-

East Fishkill. Mahopac is now 7-4 on the 
season.

“We had a big win vs. Arlington,” 
Mahopac coach Chuck Scozzafava said. 
“We came back several times, especially 
in the fourth quarter when we outscored 
them, 17-6. It was an all-around good 
effort and great job by the bench.”

Alayne Felix led Mahopac with 18 

points in a double-double effort, and 
Caroline Horan netted 16 points against 
Arlington.

“We came out and we were down, 17-6, 
but we came back and were down four at 
the half,” said Scozzafava of the John Jay-
East Fishkill game. “We played hard, but 
we just had some trouble scoring. It was a 
tough loss after a big win.”

Feliz led all scorers with 18 points.
CARMEL split two games during the 

week, dropping a 47-33 verdict to John 
Jay-East Fishkill, then stepping outside its 
league to defeat Blind Brook, 50-29. The 
Rams are 5-4 on the season.

Hannah Aull led Carmel with 11 points 
and Alexis Wright added eight points 
and a team-leading 10 rebounds against a 
good Jay club.

Caitlyn Murphy paced Carmel with 
18 points and eight steals against Blind 
Brook. Kelly Oliver chipped in with nine 
points and Wright duplicated her John 
Jay-East Fishkill performance with eight 
points and 10 rebounds.

“It was our best game, this season, in 
so far as contributions from multiple 
players,” said Carmel coach Dan O’Hare 
about the Blind Brook game. “It was a 
total team effort with Maddie Riddle and 
Hana Riddle each having seven points 
coming off the bench.”

HALDANE will host PUTNAM 
VALLEY Saturday at 2:00 p.m. in a 
Coaches vs. Cancer game. The Haldane 
and PV boys’ team will tip off at 4:00 p.m.

“It’s going to be a very special day,” Blue 
Devil Coach Tyrone Searight said.

PEEKSKILL lost to Lourdes
Ray Gallagher contributed to this story.

Girls Hoops Notebook
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Somers Starting to Close Out Games, Beats Yorktown in Tourney

Yorktown’s Taryn Horgan looks to shake the defense of  Somers’ Spencer 
Santini.

Somers G Gabrielle Rosenzweig checks Yorktown’s Sarah Bonner 
in Tuskers’ opening-round tourney win over Huskers.

Mahopac’s Alayne Felix defends the rack in win 
over Arlington.

Somers G Gabrielle Rosenzweig is guarded by 
Yorktown’s Alyssa Francese in Tusker win over 
Huskers Saturday.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.

Carmel Tames Brewster, 7-4; LaSpina Bros. Fire up Somers
Perez, Hanson Have Hen Hud on a Roll
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

And down the stretch they come! 
The local hockey circuit has revealed 

a cluster of Northern Westchester and 
Putnam County teams that have the ability 

to beat up on each other every night, but 
the jury is still out on whether or not any 
of them has the goods to contend against 
the upper echelon of Section 1. Know this 
much: It will be a major undertaking to 
take down the powers that be, but any of 

the locals who post a playoff W will have 
done a fair job this season.

Brewster (7-5-1) suffered a 7-4 loss to 
Carmel (6-2-1), who saw big Mike Gamby 
grab a hat trick while Tyler Alfonzetti 
scored twice and set up two more. Bear JT 
Goodliffe set up for scores in Brewster’s 
5-3 triumph of Yorktown, who has cooled 
off some after a solid run. James Carey 
and Sean DeGaray each scored twice for 
the Bears.

Hen Hud (6-4) scored a big 6-4 win 
over New Rochelle when Vinny Perez 
scored once and set up two more. Brett 
Hanson scored twice for the Sailors, 
who have wasted little time getting their 

program up to speed. Hen Hud also 
defeated Yorktown, 4-2, behind two more 
from Perez, plus a goal and two helpers 
from Hanson.

Mahopac’s Robert Buckley and John 
Dignam each tickled twine in a 2-0 W 
over John Jay CR in the consolation game 
of the Suffern tournament. Indian G 
Tommy Gilmore posted 20 saves for the 
shutout as Mahopac (6-5) got itself above 
.500.

Luigi Olinto had the hats flying in 
Somers/North Salem's 10-0 W over 
L/P. RJ LaSpina added two goals and 
continues his big season. Somers/NS also 

defeated Greeley 6-4 and as the Sabers 
(6-9) continue to get healthy, they get 
better with each game, plus the addition 
of 8th-grader Brandon LaSpina has been 
a shot in the arm for an ailing club. The 
future stud sank a pair of goals against 
the Quakers. Not to be outdone by his  
kid brother, R.J. put up a hat trick. He 
now has 25 goals on the season, right 
up there with the big boys in Section 
1. Olinto (1G, 3A) was his typical self, 
sparking rallies and doing damage. 
Sabers G Tim Henning stopped 58 shots, 
so the defense in front of him needs to 
 shore up some.

 RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Carmel’s Ryan Lankafel sets up his goal with James Carey Brewster behind.

Mike Gamby had three goals for Carmel in a 7-4 
win over Brewster.

Brewster F Aaron Treiling is hunted by Carmel’s Tyler Alfonzetti who scored twice and set up two more 
in 7-4 win over Bears.

THE SHRUB OAK ATHLETIC CLUB
Will be taking registrations for Baseball, Lacrosse and Softball atLakeland Copper Beach Middle School on Route 132 on the following dates:

2015 SPRING SEASON:

Snow Date Saturday, Feb 21 ONLY if Saturday, January 24 OR 31* are cancelled due to weather

Birth or Baptismal certificates are required for all new registrants. An additional fee of $20 per participant will be charged
after January 30th. All returned checks will be subject to a $25. bank charge.

Lacrosse Fee: $80.00 • Travel $125• Baseball Fee: $140.00 •Softball Fee: $140.00 • Family Membership Fee: included in fees

Instructional League: Boys: Ages 5 & 6 • Girls Ages 5 & 6

For further information 
Softball Director-Mike Houlihan 962-7099 • Baseball Director: Vinny Fiorillo 962-7099

Girls’ Lacrosse Director Vin Collins TeamCollins8@verizon.net

(Make up date for Jan 24 & 31 if cancelled)

Boys: Ages 5-16 Girls: Ages 5-16
Wed, Jan 28, 7pm-9pm
Sat, Feb 21, 9am-12pm

BaSeBaLL - BOYS
Bantams Minors Majors Pony
Ages 7-8 9 & 10 11 & 12 13 -16

BaSeBaLL - GIRLS
Bantams Minors Majors Pony
Ages 7-8 9 & 10 11 & 12 13 -16

TRAVEL  
Grades 3-8

Wed., Jan 28-7pm-9pm

CLINIC  
Grades 1-2

Sat., Jan 31-9am-12pm
GIRLS LACROSSE
Sat., Jan 24 9am-2pm

BASEBALL/SOFTBALL 
Sat., Jan 24 9am-2pm
Sat., Jan 31 9am-12pm

S.O.A.C. VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE
Season: MARCH 10 - JUNE 6

Age Divisions:
GIRLS & BOYS IN GRADES 3-4
GIRLS & BOYS IN GRADES 5-6
GIRLS & BOYS IN GRADES 7-8

*Net Height Adjusted and use of Lighter Volleyballs per age group
Sign Ups: COPPER BEECH MIDDLE SCHOOL CAFETERIA

SAT. 1/24 9am-2pm • WED.1/28 7pm-9pm • SATURDAY 1/31 9am-12 Noon
SAT. FEB. 21: SNOW MAKE UP ONLY IF SAT JAN. 24 OR 31 ARE CANCELLED

VOLLEYBALL FEE: $110 • SOAC FAMILY MEMBERSHIP INCLUDED IN FEE

For Further Information Contact: Joe Felipe, Volleyball Coordinator
jfelipe_127@hotmail.com
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Mahopac G Amanda Geyer (4) is harassed by Arlington’s Casey Schweitzer in the Indians’ 63-60 League I-A win over visiting Admirals last Thursday... see Girls Hoops Notebook

Mahopac 
Holds On, 

Beats 
Arlington, 

63-60
 • Call for Big Game Sunday Catering.  
   2-6 foot wedges & full catering Menu available
• Call for reservations of 2 or more for 
   Valentines’s Day
• Now Booking March 9 Cooking Class - 
   Flavors of Spain.  Call Chef Marco at 914-615-1859
• Look on our website for all cooking class menus.

www.ginostrattoria.com
597 Route 6. Mahopac.  Phone: (845) 628 1911 Chef/Owners Marco & Gino Barbaro

Gift Certifi cates 

Always available

We deliver catering to all of Westchester, Putnam & 
Dutchess Counties, plus 

Danbury, Ridge� eld, Stamford & Greenwich Connecticut

Geyer’s  
Night  
Out!


