
By Janine Bowen
The Conservative line in the Legislative 

8 race between incumbent Dini LoBue 
and challenger Amy Sayegh has been 
awarded to LoBue following a Putnam 
County Supreme Court ruling regarding 
a thrown-out vote. 

Judge Lewis Lubell, ruled that the 
petition Sayegh submitted, requesting 
to have an invalidated write-in vote 
reinstated, failed because it was 
submitted after the statute of limitations.

According to election law, any 
complaint contesting an election must 
be submitted within ten days of the vote 
counting. Sayegh’s paperwork was filed 
on Sep. 23, and had to be filed one day 
earlier to fall within the limits of the law. 

Parties have 30 days to contest a ballot, 
as was done in this case, however that 
statute could not be applied because 
the ballot in question was not preserved 
and submitted for judicial review. 
Furthermore, Sayegh allegedly did not 
challenge the Board of Election’s ruling 
to invalidate the vote at the time of 
counting. 

Sayegh’s campaign manager, Patrick 
Perry, voiced his disappointment with 
the ruling, stating that Lubell ruled on 
the technicality of the petition being late 

as opposed to the merit of the argument.
“It was never ruled on the merits 

of voter intent and was dismissed on 
procedural grounds,” he said. 

On the ballot in question, the voter 
had put an X through LoBue’s name 
and wrote Sayegh’s name on the ballot. 
Election law states that a vote can be 
received in either the positive or the 
negative and LoBue’s attorney, Daniel 
Pagano argued this made the intent of 
the voter unclear. 

“We don’t know if that X was intended 
to be for or against that person,” he said. 

According to Sayegh, who could not 
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By David Propper
County Executive candidates 

MaryEllen Odell and Sam Oliverio 
don’t agree on much, and come the 
month of October, Putnam County 
residents will get to see that on display. 

With the county executive seat up 
for grabs, debate season is less than a 
week away and while there are several 
candidates running for different seats 
in Putnam and in New York State 
that will take part in forums, none 
are more important, or intriguing 
than the battle between Odell, the 
Republican incumbent and Oliverio, 
the Democratic challenger.  

So far, at least three debates (one 
in Southeast was recently cancelled) 
expect to be held, including one in 
Mahopac, and two in Carmel. Others 
may be in the works, but are currently 
not confirmed. 

In an interview, Oliverio said over the 

summer he initially wanted himself and 
Odell to participate in ten debates, but 
shortly decided to reduce that request 
to eight debates. Oliverio at first wrote 
to former Republican Chairman Jim 
DeBella, but he quickly was referred to 
Odell’s campaign team, who Oliverio 
said was wishy-washy with what 
debates she’d attend. 

After that, he then lowered the 
number down to five debates. That’s the 
same number of debates held last year 
in Westchester County, dramatically 
bigger than Putnam, for the county 
executive race.

“The more that’s out there for the 
people to hear, the better off because 
they will be the final judge,” Oliverio 
said. “And they need to judge us fairly 
person-on-person.”

So far, Oliverio said he’s confirmed 
his attendance at three debates, but is 

With Debate Season Nearing, Odell and Oliverio Expected to Clash

Seven Carmel HS Students to 
Perform at the Eastman Theater 
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Seven Carmel High School students have been selected to participate in the New York State School 
Music Association (NYSSMA) Conference All-State music groups in December, Carmel School District 
director of music, Joseph Phillips announced. These students include CHS seniors Emma Sobocinski 
(voice), Brianna Super (voice), Anna Rae Lutz (voice) and Kenneth Hauser (band-tuba). Selected 
juniors are Callie Sorrento (voice), Kayla Fuhst (voice) and Lindsay Hellinger (band-bassoon). To be 
selected, students participated in a rigorous audition process last school year. Successful candidates 
were required to demonstrate a high degree of proficiency in performing a musical piece of their 
choosing. They also performed a music selection that they had not seen before. “We are honored 
to be so well represented in the number of All-State musicians chosen this year. This may be the 
largest number of students ever chosen from Carmel High School,” said Phillips. These students will 
now perform with other students from throughout New York State at the NYSSMA Conference in the 
Eastman Theater in Rochester, NY on December 4-7.

Pictured (left to right):  CHS principal Louis Riolo, Kenneth Hauser, Kayla Fuhst, Anna Rae Lutz, Emma 
Sobocinski, Callie Sorrento, Brianna Super, Lindsay Hellinger, CCSD director of music Joseph Phillips.

A classic showdown between Legislator Sam Oliverio (left) and County Executive MaryEllen Odell ensued 
at county meeting last month. The two are known to argue with each other, something that can be 
expected at scheduled debates this month.

The actual ballot in dispute that shows an X 
through Dini LoBue’s name and Amy Sayegh’s 
name written in.
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exploring the possibility of at least a 
few more that includes the west side 
of the county. Calling himself a “great 
debater,” Oliverio said candidate 
forums show the public how well a 
candidate knows their platform and 
current county issues. 

“We are so different,” he said. “The 
county executive and I.”

Oliverio, who represents District 2 on 
the county Legislature, said he’s already 
told Legislature Chairman Carl Albano 
he may miss part or entire legislative 
meetings in order to attend as many 

forums as possible.
Odell, when reached, said she’s 

received all the forum invitations and 
would have to survey when county 
budget meetings are held, noting that’s 
her first priority. As of Thursday, Odell 
could not confirm which debates she 
would attend until after the budget 
presentation this Wednesday, but didn’t 
seem to think more than a few debates 
were necessary.

 “I think it’s a good opportunity for 
constituents to see a candidate debate 
on their feet and to speak to the issues,” 
Odell said.

Odell said she doesn’t expect debates 
this year to be as intense as when she 
went up against fellow Republican—
and now disgraced former state Senator 
Vinny Leibell in 2010 when the two 
ran for the office. That year, a total of 
eight debates were held throughout the 
primary and general election season.

While there isn’t complete and utter 
vitriol between Odell and Oliverio 
considering how quiet the campaigns 
have been, the two still have had their 
share of arguments at committee 
meetings and have no problem 
criticizing the other often. 

Odell, just like Oliverio, 
acknowledged the two are very different 
and have very different ideas on how 
the county should be run.

Odell said, “I’m hopeful that we’ll 
just stick to the issues and I’m hoping 
that he won’t send this down his usual 
path of turning a discussion into an 
explosive argument because I just won’t 
do that.”

continued from page 1
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By David Propper
Calls for a new and improved senior 

center for older residents on the west side 
of Putnam County were unanimous last 
Tuesday, but deciding where the much-
needed center should go wasn’t as clear.

At a joint Physical Services Committee 
meeting between the county Legislature, 
the Philipstown town board and the Cold 
Spring village board, officials across the 
board stated seniors deserved better than 
what they were currently provided, but 
whether to improve the current location 

or move to the planned Butterfield site 
were debated. 

Currently, the Philipstown Senior 
Center is located at the American Legion 
on Cedar Street. 

In a presentation to about 70 officials 
and residents, deputy county executive 
Bruce Walker said the senior population 
in Philipstown would double in the next 
ten years and the best spot for a senior 
center is where there is the highest density 
of seniors. The Butterfield location would 
provide services to seniors at nearby 

senior housing buildings, Walker said, 
making Butterfield the “common sense” 
location.  

The cost to lease 6,000 square feet of 
room at Butterfield would costs about 
$128,000 each year, he said. 

Walker’s presentation pushed for a 
senior center at the proposed Butterfield 
development and it was backed up by 
the legislator that represents Philipstown 
and Cold Spring, Barbara Scuccimarra. 
During the meeting, Scuccimarra 
expressed her support of the project, 
stating now is the time to make a decision. 

In an interview, Scuccimarra said, “it 
makes sense” to have it at Butterfield. 

 “It’s the location,” she said. “Butterfield 
is downtown and the center is across from 
Chestnut Ridge (a senior housing facility), 
close to shopping, it makes sense.”

Philipstown seniors like Donna 
Anderson and Shirley Norton both spoke 
during the meeting and advocated for a 
senior center at Butterfield. Anderson, 
who has been a vocal supporter, held up a 
petition signed by more than a 100 people 
that wanted the new center there. 

 “I am for the Butterfield project,” 
Anderson said. “We have seniors here for 
the Butterfield project.”

But not every senior, and not every 
legislator, was for the center at Butterfield. 

VFW Commander Phil Schatzle 
said the current location where seniors 
congregate at the American Legion is 

suitable and the county should focus 
on expanding that facility. Supporting 
that call was veteran and resident Tom 
Kivel, who blasted the legislature for not 
considering the American Legion more 
heavily. 

 “You are so set on Butterfield,” Kivel 
said. “You never even talked to the 
veterans.”

A cost benefit analysis of expanding the 
American Legion was done, according 
to Scuccimarra, but the study showed 
it would cost the county more than $1 
million, funds Putman doesn’t have, she 
said. 

But Legislator Dini LoBue refuted that, 
stating the county could come up with the 
money using $800,000 that the legislature 
was considering bonding toward the 
Carmel Senior Center, another $500,000 
from Garrison resident Roger Ailes, who 
is willing to donate that sum of money for 
an improved senior center, and another 
$250,000 from a grant provided by 
Assemblywoman Sandy Galef. 

After the meeting, LoBue said the 
county could expand the American 
Legion or purchase an entirely different 
facility all together. She added, “There are 
definitely other options.”

Legislator Sam Oliverio stated he would 
only support a senior center at Butterfield 
if the county leased to buy the space at 
Butterfield. He said he would like to see 

continued on page 15

Senior Center at Butterfield Argued at Joint Meeting

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Resident Donna Anderson holds up a petition signed by more than 100 residents calling for a senior 
center at the Butterfield campus. 
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Sam OliverioÕs 15 Beliefs that will ÒGive Putnam Back to the People!Ó 

1) I BELIEVE that our County's Priorities should always be the Health and Safety of its residents with an 
emphasis upon our infrastructure and environment. 

2) I BELIEVE our County government should be balanced. One party rule is dangerous and doesnÕt 
reflect the interests of all our residents. 

3) I BELIEVE a portion of our excess sales tax should go back to the Towns whose infrastructures and 
businesses generated the sales tax. 

4) I BELIEVE our County should Òpay as we goÓ for most projects and stop the endless bonding that has 
now put us over $70 million in debt (over $15 million in just the past 3 years). 

5) I BELIEVE our County should utilize all of its resources to keep taxes low and stabilized. Any money 
saved should always go back to the taxpaying public WHO PUT IT THERE. 

6) I BELIEVE all of our seniors deserve a fully functional Senior Center in their community. Kitchens 
should never be closed, and Centers should never be leased.  

7) I BELIEVE the County Executive must engage the Legislature and the public before starting any new 
programs or initiatives. 

8) I BELIEVE our County should always hire qualified Putnam County residents for the highest paying 
government jobs first, before looking beyond our borders.  

9) I BELIEVE that our County Workers should be praised for the wonderful work that they do and not 
be told that, "You are lucky to have a job!Ó 

10) I BELIEVE the County Executive should lead by example and be willing to tighten the belt. I will 
reduce the Executive salary from $146,000 to $102,000. 

11) I BELIEVE that the County Executive's Office should be the peopleÕs voice telling Albany that school 
taxes should be based upon income, not property. 

12) I BELIEVE the County Executive must be an independent and strong leader not beholden to any 
group or political party. 

13) I BELIEVE that our County Executive should communicate directly with our residents and not 
through a "Community Liaison.Ó 

14) I BELIEVE government should begin and politics should end once the election is over. The County 
Executive must follow our County Charter and treat the Legislature as an equal in governance. 

15) Finally, I BELIEVE that Putnam County is the People's County, not the County of the favored few! 

If you believe, vote Sam Oliverio -- County Executive on November 4th 
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By David Propper
They may both be Republicans in 

political party affiliation, but last Friday 
certainly revealed there’s no love lost 
between congressional candidate Nan 
Hayworth and current New York State 
Senator Greg Ball.

Democrat and current House of 
Representative Sean Patrick Maloney, 
who is running for a second term in 
office, announced Friday that Ball 
was backing his run rather than the 
candidate from his own party. Shortly 
following the formal endorsement, the 
Hayworth campaign shot back with 
some harsh rhetoric of their own.

In a statement, Ball, who is leaving 

public life after his current term is up, 
stated while he and Maloney disagree on 
numerous issues, he was still compelled 
to back Maloney because of Maloney’s 
support for veterans calling him “no 
stronger ally.”  Ball said his work with 
Maloney resulted in securing $400 
million in contracts yearly for wounded 
veterans.

And then after giving a glowing 
recommendation to Maloney, Ball, to 
no surprise, went on to attack Hayworth 
and said she didn’t provide support for 
residents after hurricanes shook up the 
Hudson Valley and didn’t help veterans 
in need of various things such as 
housing assistance or PTSD healthcare. 

 “Let me be frank, unlike Nan who 
is hopelessly disconnected from real 
people, Sean gets it, and the man has 
left no stone unturned for our veterans 
or his constituents at large,” Ball stated. 
“When Nan was in office the only thing 
we could count on was a busy signal or 
no call back. Sad but true, and frankly 
its refreshing to have an independent 
minded Congressman who gets it and 
picks up the phone, whether you’re a vet 
or not.”

While Maloney expressed 
appreciation for the endorsement, 
noting how the two have worked 
together regardless of political party, 
the Hayworth campaign dismissed the 

endorsement as nothing more than sour 
grapes from Ball.

NYS Assemblyman Kieran Lalor, in a 
release sent out by Hayworth’s team, said 
Ball is only publicly backing Maloney 
because “Ball was the Republican 
front-runner for Congress in 2010. He 
had spent years planning his run for 
Congress. But, when Nan Hayworth 
entered the race Ball cut and ran rather 
than face a tough primary.”

 “This endorsement represents 
nothing more than a petty and jealous 
politician trying to exact revenge 
against a woman who scared him out of 
running for Congress four years ago,” 
Lalor, a Republican, continued to state.

By Janine Bowen
Days after state Senate candidate Justin 

Wagner announced a comprehensive plan 
for ethics and campaign finance reform, 
opponent Terrence Murphy accused him 
of failing to abide by campaign finance 
laws. 

Murphy’s campaign office last week 
charged that Wagner failed to file a 
32-day pre-primary campaign finance 
disclosure report. The Murphy campaign 
also contended that Wagner’s 11-day pre-
primary report was submitted after the 
deadline and his 10-day post-primary 
report was late as well. 

Steve Napier, Wagner’s campaign 
manager, responded that the claims were 
false. He said that the 32-day pre-primary 
report, which is required by the Board 
of Elections for all candidates running 
in a primary, was submitted, and to his 
knowledge, sent in on time. 

In a separate release, Murphy’s 
campaign office noted that Wagner’s 
Brewster campaign headquarters violated 
state law. The office, located at 54 Main 
St., is less than 100 feet from a polling 
place. While it is not illegal for Wagner 
to utilize the Brewster office, it violates 
law to display campaign materials on 

the night of a vote because election law 
states that a candidate cannot petition or 
electioneer within 100 feet of a polling 
site.

Murphy’s campaign manager, T. J. 
McCormack, said the two issues along 
with the fact that Wagner was disqualified 
from running on the Women’s Equality 
Line because of signatures that were 
collected outside of the 40th Senate 
District, call Wagner’s reputation into 
question. 

“It’s a cumulative thing that we’re 
looking at here,” said McCormack. 
“Wagner is playing fast and loose…

and he’s had his ethics reform press 
conference while he’s currently got some 
ethical issues of his own.”

According to Anthony Scannapieco, 
the Putnam County Board of Elections’ 
Republican commissioner, the board 
sent a letter on Friday to alert Wagner’s 
campaign office that there was a violation 
of election law by having the Brewster 
office open and displaying campaign 
materials in the window during the Sept. 
9 primary. 

Scannapieco said he was unsure of 
what penalties, if any, Wagner could 

Ball Endorses Maloney Over Hayworth, But Not Without Scrutiny

Murphy Campaign: Wagner Ran Afoul of Campaign Finance, Election Law
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Debbie and Phoenix Farm will be operating out of the newly renovated 
Freedom Hill Farm and Rescue

572 East Branch Road, Patterson NY 12563

Facebook.com/freedomhillfarmandrescue PhoenixHorseFarmNY.com
Freedom Hill Farm and Rescue: 203-321-6178 Phoenix Horse Farm: 914-234-4800

We are Extremely Happy to Welcome
Debbie McCarthy and Phoenix Horse Farm

back to Putnam County!

Debbie brings with her over 30 years of equestrian experience.  
She has won Grand Prix in both hunter and jumper competitions.  

In addition, she is regarded as one of the finest trainers in the Northeast region.
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By David Propper
For the first time in four years, there 

will be a new leader of the Republican 
Party.

In an email to The Putnam Examiner, 
Jim DeBella confirmed he is stepping 
down from his post as chairman of 
Putnam County’s Republican Party, 
citing more of his attention is needed 
at his day job and “it would have been 
selfish of me to keep the position 
(chairmanship) knowing I couldn’t 
give it the time it deserves.”

Serving two terms, DeBella started 
a scholarship program with the Joint 

Veterans Council called the Donald B. 
Smith Veterans Scholarship that has 
given awards to students all four years. 
He also was one of the driving forces in 
getting the Putnam Young Republicans 
underway and was the leader of 
the party during one of the most 
tumultuous times in recent history.

 “The experience of being Chairman 
was one I’ll never forget,” DeBella, who 
while stepping aside, still plans to be 
active within the Republican Party, said 
in an email. “I was fortunate enough to 
have the opportunity to meet, interact 
and promote many public servants that 
genuinely have had a positive impact 
on people’s lives.”

County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell credits DeBella for keeping the 
county GOP together in 2010 during 
a time that could have led to crippling 
division when she and former state 
Senator Vinny Leibell were in a heated 
primary. Calling him a “consummate 
gentleman” and “incredibly bright,” 
Odell said, “he’s a very soft spoken, but 
strong leader.”

 “There’s no doubt what happen 
in 2010 required someone with his 
demeanor,” she said. “His steady hand 
got the GOP through that very difficult 
time.”

The person who apparently is set 
to take over as chairman is someone 

who has plenty of experience with the 
position. Tony Scannapieco, who is 
the Republican Commissioner at the 
county Board of Elections, said he plans 
on running for the post. Scannapieco 
has 14 previous years of experience as 
the Republican chairman. 

On Monday, Sep 29, the 
Republican Committee is having its 
reorganizational meeting where it is 
anticipated Scannapieco will be voted 
as the new leader of the party. He and 
DeBella both said they are not aware 
of any other candidates that want the 
spot.

“I was the chairman for 14 years,” 
Scannapieco said last week. “And I’m 
going to go back and be the chair.”

On top of that, Scannapieco said he 
would continue to serve as a board of 
elections commissioner, a position he’s 
had for more than 20 years. 

Interestingly enough, when Cathy 
Croft was appointed Democratic 
Commissioner last December, she 

stepped down as chairwoman of the 
Democratic Party. While there is no 
law that states a Putnam resident can’t 
do both, Croft chose to only serve in 
one function.

Current Democratic Chairman Ken 
Harper said in an interview he sees 
Scannapieco serving in both roles as a 
“conflict of interest” and it’s something 
the Democratic Party would not 
consider. 

By Scannapieco taking on both 
roles as BOE commissioner and party 
chairman, Harper said it’s not a good fit 
because it’s combining political work 
with what should be a fair election set-
up. 

“Just because it isn’t a law doesn’t 
mean it’s a good thing,” Harper said. 
“Some things aren’t spelled out in state 
law, election law, or the county charter, 
but sometimes you just have to make 
a decision based on what you think is 
good for both the people of Putnam 
County and your own party.”

DeBella Steps Down as GOP Leader, Scannapieco Back In
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Hilda Erker 
Hilda Erker of Mahopac, NY died 

peacefully surrounded by her family 
on Sunday September 21, at the age 
of 86. She was born in Yugoslavia 
on March 29, 1928 the daughter of 
the late Frank and Helena Jonke. On 

November 6, 1954 Hilda married 
the love of her life Albert Erker. 
She passed just shy of their 60th 
Anniversary. Hilda is survived by 
her husband Albert who resides at 
their home in Mahopac, son Herbert 
of Danbury, CT, daughters Linda 
Haggith and her husband Dale of 
Hawaii and Heidi Zingaro also of 
Mahopac, her sisters Sophie and 
Anna, 7 grandchildren and 2 Great-
Grandchildren.

Noel Fitzpatrick
Noel Fitzpatrick died peacefully 

on September 22. He was born on 
December 4, 1934 in Co. Cavan, 
Ireland; son of the late Jack and 
Dympna Fitzpatrick. In 1958 Noel 
married Kathleen Donohoe at St. 
Catherine’s in Manhattan and they 
moved to Somers in 1969. Noel served 
in the US Army and retired from 
ADT after 38 years. After retiring, he 
worked at the Mahopac Golf Club and 
was an usher at St. Joseph’s Church. 
Noel was a member of the Cavan 
Association, loved to spend time 
with his family, golf, travel, attend 
Irish festivals, and he cherished his 
grandchildren. He was fortunate to 
be surrounded by relatives and dear 
friends. He will be deeply missed 
and forever in our hearts. Noel is 
survived by his wife, Kathleen, his 

four children, John of Port Chester, 
Philip of Saratoga, Maureen (Edward) 
Mullaney of Poughquag, Brendan 
(Jessica) of Carmel and his five 
grandchildren, Lauren and Brendan 
Fitzpatrick and Maeve, Colleen and 
ErinBridget Mullaney. Noel is also 
survived by his brother Gabriel of 
Ireland, sisters Angela of Somers, 
Jean Ann and Marion of England, 
Helen of Ireland and many nieces 
and nephews. Noel was predeceased 
by his sister, Dympna.

Mary Patricia McHugh
Mary Patricia McHugh of Mahopac 

died on September 28, at the age of 
73. She was born on March 13, 1941, 
the daughter of John and Bridget 
(Cunningham) McNamara. Mary was 
a nurse and worked for many years 
at Northern Westchester Hospital. 
She is survived by her husband 
Edward, together for over 50 years; 
her children Mary Tremarzo(Joseph), 
Christine, John, Ed(Isabel), and 
Claire McHugh; her sister Kathleen 
Dennehy; her cousins William 
Cunningham and Marion Flaherty; 
and her 4 grandchildren Catherine, 
Lauren, Aiden, and Owen. She was 
predeceased by her daughter Bridget 
and her brother James McNamara.

How many of you, your friends 
and family members are registered to 
vote?

Over the course of our nation’s 
238-year history, Americans have 
fought and died for the right to vote. 
Yet, with only a few weeks to go until 
the general election, it’s estimated 
that one in four eligible Americans 
are not registered to vote.

Election Day is right around the 
corner and I’m hoping that you’ll join 
me and take a minute to participate 
in this important challenge.

We have a real opportunity 
to change the direction of our 

community, state and country this 
November, but only if we exercise our 
right to vote and encourage others to 
do the same.

As a community, let’s send a clear 
message on Election Day.  We CAN 
make a difference, we CAN do better 
and we WILL do better.

If you want to vote on Election Day 
you must be registered to vote by 
October 10th.

William Gouldman 
Candidate for Putnam County 
Legislature – District Two

Red House Entertainment and 
Dance Theater in Westchester will 
hold an open audition for The 
Colonial Nutcracker on Sunday, 
October 5, 2014 at The Paramount 
Hudson Valley Theater for “The 
Colonial Nutcracker,” which returns 
to the Paramount Hudson Valley 
Theater on December 20.

Noon-12:30 p.m. Ages 8-11 (please 

no one over 5’)
Noon-1 p.m .Ages 11-13(please no 

one over 5’; bring pointe shoes).
1:00 p.m.-1:30 p.m. Ages 13 & older 

(no one over 5’7”; strong on pointe; 
bring pointe shoes)

Please Call (914)-245-2940 for 
more information                          

Letter To The Editor
Register To Vote by October 10th

Colonial Nutcracker Auditions

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best 
to print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are  
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on the 
discretion of the editor. 

Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to Editor 
David Propper at  dpropper@
theexaminernews.com. 

The Putnam Examiner requires 
all letter writers provide their name, 
address and contact information.

Letters Policy

Obituaries
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By David Propper
Jerry Cosenza wanted to work closer to 

home. 
After spending 25 years commuting to 

Mount Vernon in southern Westchester 
County from his Cortlandt home, the auto 
mechanic wanted to own a business where 
the drive would be short and he could 
spend more time with his family each day. 

That’s when, driving along Route 6, 
Cosenza spotted a vacate property that 
used to be an auto repair shop, but had 
been empty and an eyesore for several 
months. Though he knew it would take 
plenty of time and effort to clean it up, 
Cosenza was drawn anyway, knowing that 
it ultimately meant more hours with his 
wife and kids. 

 “I took advantage of a situation that 
popped up,” Cosenza said. “I spend two 
more hours out of the day with my family.”

For the past couple months, Mahopac 
Auto Body has been opened with 
Cosenza bringing the car garage back to 
respectability after it was an ugly view in 
the community for far too long.

The clean up effort was extensive and 
seemed to take as much effort as running 
the actual business. There was debris 
everywhere, Cosenza said, including parts 
of cars and actual cars that dated back 
several years. He estimated it took at least 

a couple of months to clear the space and 
going forward he hopes to do some more 
landscaping to spruce the area up even 
more.

When everything was finally put into 
place, Cosenza had several community 
members and surrounding business 
owners come by to thank him and wish 
him luck. One elderly woman even brought 
him flowers for his efforts.

 “If I lived in Mahopac myself, I’d 
do the same thing,” he said. “It’s your 
neighborhood, you want it to look 
presentable.”

Along with car owners dropping their 
vehicles off at a better looking garage, 
quality work is another aspect customers 
can come to expect from Cosenza, who 
works the business with his 19-year-old 
son. 

As someone who started working on 
cars when he was 13 with other kids in his 
neighborhood, Cosenza has always been 
adept to what it takes to make a vehicle 
drive smoothly. He said he “just loves cars.” 

By 19, he opened up his own place 
and continued to gain experience. Part 
of his business model was getting paid by 
insurance companies to fix cars and other 
usual walk-in traffic.

Right now, he solely depends on walk-
in traffic, but believes he can succeed off 
of that. As more people get to know him 
and his shop, the more they’ll be drawn 
to bring their car troubles to him. With a 
gas station, a car dealership, and car rental 
shop all located in the same area, Cosenza 
certainly moved into the right spot.

“The business is there,” he said. “It’s just 
going to take some time.”

He said every car is an investment and 
fixing it properly and proactively are keys 
to keeping the vehicle on the road. When 
customers come to him, they know they 
can expect excellent work. 

“I treat every customer and every car the 
same way,” he said. “It’s guaranteed work, 
it’s quality, I use the best materials and like 
I said I have a lot of experience in the field.”

Mahopac Auto Body is located at 255 
Route 6 in Mahopac and its phone number 
is 845-628-0828.

Mahopac Auto Body 
Mahopac

Business 

of the Week

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Under a new ownership sign, Jerry Cosenza stands outside of  Mahopac Auto Body. The cleaned up 
location has caught the eye of  Mahopac residents, and Cosenza’s quality work is drawing new customers 
every day.

Three generations of  life’s most
precious memories at a beloved 
social hall have been entrusted to
“The Home Guru” Realtor,

Bill Primavera 

William “Bill” Primavera is a NYS Licensed Real Estate salesperson, William Raveis Real Estate,1820 Commerce Street,Yorktown Heights,
NY 10598, 914-245-0460. www.raveis.com. Learn more about Bill Primavera, “The Home Guru” Realtor, at: www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com. 

W I L L I A M R A V E I S  
REAL ESTATE * MORTGAGE * INSURANCE

for representation, gently seeking new 
stewardship for the next generation 

of  treasured moments.
Isn’t that something to think 

about when it’s time to let go 
of  the place your heart’s 
called home for a while?  

Call Bill at 914-522-2076
for a consultation. 

He understands.
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attend the hearing but was contacted by 
her lawyer via phone, when she learned 
the ballot would be thrown out during 
the counting process, she spoke up and 
stated that she knew the ballot was in her 
favor, because it had been submitted by 
her niece. 

Lubell stated even if voter intent had 
not been called into question, Board of 
Elections commissioners would have 
had the authority to invalidate the 
ballot anyway, on the grounds that the 
candidate was able to identify the voter.

Robert Cinque, the attorney 
representing Sayegh, stated that it’s likely 
that his client would be able to identify 
multiple voters because the election had 
such a low turnout.

“It’s all but impossible not to identify 
a ballot under those circumstances,” he 
said. 

With the ballot thrown-out, both 
Sayegh and LoBue had 12 Conservative 
votes each, resulting in a tie that was 
broken by the Conservative Party 
Committee deciding to nominate LoBue 
for the general election. 

Following the ruling, LoBue said that 
she was pleased with the results and 
said Sayegh didn’t have a leg to stand on 
when it came to her attempt to have the 
ballot counted.

“I feel like justice was served,” said 
LoBue. “My opponent tried to circumvent 
the results; tried to circumvent the law.”

LoBue stated that it was “unfortunate” 
that Sayegh didn’t accept the original 
ruling by Board of Elections Republican 
Commissioner Tony Scannapieco and 
Democratic Commissioner Cathy Croft, 
who both agreed the ballot was not 

valid, because taxpayer money had to be 
wasted to represent the pair during the 
legal proceedings. 

According to Lubell, no date for 
appeals regarding election issues has 
been handed down from the Board of 
Elections. Perry said that he currently 
doesn’t know if Sayegh, who will still run 
on the Independence line, will wish to 
bring the case to an appellate court. 

Conservative Line to LoBue After Sayegh Loses in Court
continued from page 1

1821 E. Main St • Rt 6  • Mohegan Lake 
(next to the Sprint Store and Peachwave Yogurt )

914-737-6780 
www.NilesFloorsandBlinds.com

Specializing in Custom Blinds, Shades, Verticals, Hardwood, 
Laminate Floors and Carpeting - Look For Our Relocation Sale!

Now open in Mohegan Lake: 
New location: 1821 E. Main St (next to the Sprint Store opposite CVS) •  914 737 6780

Formerly at the Beach Shopping Center, Peekskill

Niles
Since 1957

Floors &
Blinds

Duette Architella shades can 
reduce heat loss through 
windows by up to 45%.

Summer Benefit
Duette® Architella® shades can 
reduce unwanted solar heat through 
windows by up to 80%.

45%
winter Benefit

80%
Duette® Architella® Trielle™ Honeycomb Shades Provide 
energy efficiency in every Climate, every Season.

© 2014 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.
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The Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Brewster Post 672 is offering local 
students the chance to compete to 
win money for college through two 
national VFW scholarship programs.

Patriots Pen is a written essay contest 
for 6th, 7th and 8th graders where 
students can express their views on 
democracy.  This year’s theme is “Why 
I Appreciate America’s Veterans”.  The 
Brewster VFW selects one winner for 
every 15 entries received, with each 
winner receiving a plaque and a check 
for $200.    

Voice of Democracy is an audio 
essay contest for 9th, 10th, and 11th 
graders where students can voice their 
opinion in a 3 to 5 minute recorded 
essay.  This year the theme is “Why 
Veterans are Important to Our Nation’s 
History & Future”.  The Brewster VFW 
selects one winner for every 15 entries 
received, with each winner receiving a 
plaque and a check for $500.  

The top local winner from each 
program will have their entry 
submitted for another round of 
judging.  If participants make it all 
the way to the national level, the 
first place prize for Patriot’s Pen is a 
$10,000 savings bond, and for Voice 
of Democracy is a $30,000 scholarship 
paid directly to the recipient’s 
American university, college or 
vocational/technical school.       

The deadline for submissions for 
both programs is November 1.  For 
additional info, go to www.vfw.org, 
click on Community, then Programs.  
You can also contact Brewster VFW 
member Andrew DeStefano at 845-
519-3085 or JLDeStefano@aol.com.

Brewster 
VFW 
Announces 
2014-2015 
Scholarship 
Program
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By Neal Rentz
Next Sunday figures to be a festive day on Route 

6N in Mahopac with not one, but two annual events 
scheduled.

The 12th annual Greater Mahopac-Carmel 
Chamber of Commerce Street Fair is scheduled for 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. A major part of the fair is the Italian 
American Club of Mahopac’s annual Columbus Day 
Parade, which kicks off from Route 6 at Lake Casse at 
2:30 p.m. and will end in Chamber Park. 

The pairing of the two events 
has become a tradition for 
Putnam County residents, two 
of the events’ organizers said last 
week. 

Chamber CEO Mike Bucci 
said 12 years ago the two local 
organizations decided to hold 
the parade and the fair on the 
same day to allow residents 
of Putnam County, including 
Mahopac and Carmel, to be 
introduced to the businesses in 
the area and have an activity to 
take part in various events. “It’s 
a family type of thing,” he said. 

Italian American Club of 
Mahopac head Giulio Cefaloni 
said the combination of both 
events has become a tradition in 
the county. “Over the years it has 
evolved as a Putnam County day,” he said. 

The grand marshal of this year’s parade 
is Kacey Morabito Grean, co-host of 
the “Mike & Kacey” morning show 
on WHUV-FM. The honorary grand 
marshals are  Cefaloni’s daughter ,Juliet 
M. Cefaloni, and Barbara Reitz . 

Aside from the parade, several other 
events are slated for the street fair.

A first time fair event is a Movie Night, 
featuring the animated “The Lego Movie.” 
Bucci said the Chamber of Commerce 
chose to hold the movie night to 
encourage families to stay later at the fair 
and patronize the area’s eateries. Seating 
for the movie will begin at 6:30 p.m. and 
the film will start at 7:05 p.m.

Street Fair and Parade on Tap for 
Mahopac Columbus Day

878 Rte. 6, Mahopac, NY 10541 
845-621-3836
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The Balsamo Family and the staff at 
Balsamo-Cordovano Funeral Home would 

like to wish all of our friends and neighbors a very 
Happy, Healthy and Blessed 

Thanksgiving
Family Owned & Operated
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Honesty, Integrity, and Quality in all that we offer.
The Balsamo Family and the staff at 
Balsamo-Cordovano Funeral Home 

would like to Congratulate the 
2013 Grand Marshall Timmy Maher.

wish to congratulate the  
2014 Grand Marshal Kacey Morabito Grean.

FEEHAN 
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

P.O. BOX 870, CARMEL, 
NY 10512

(845) 278-7070
Fax (845) 278-2886

Matthew, Terence & Christopher Feehan

Your Source For 
Home Insurance

The 12 annual Greater Mahopac-Carmel Chamber of  
Commerce Street Fair is scheduled for Oct. 5. The 
annual Italian American Club of  Mahopac will also be 
held on Route 6 N in Mahopac on the same day. Shown 
on these pages are past year’s street fair. Kacey 
Morabito Grean is the Grand Marshal for the 2014 
Mahopac Columbus Day Parade
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The fair will also feature live music from three local bands, 
Remember September, Crash and a Plethora of Nothing. 
There will be many choices of food available, as well as family 
entertainment and rides and giveaways. 

More than 175 marches, from many local organizations are 
expected to take part this year. Cefaloni said.

The Columbus Day Parade is just one of the fall events 
sponsored by the Italian American Club of Mahopac. A golf 
outing is slated for Oct. 20 and a Pasta and Movie Night will 
be held on Nov. 2. 

Every year the Club chooses on charity to donate proceeds 
from its events, Cefaloni said. This year’s charity is the 
Westchester and Putnam Women’s Resource Center.

The Club has taped two programs at the Comcast studio 
in Carmel in conjunction with the parade, Cefaloni said. The 
shows are “Getting to Know the Marshals” and a cooking show 
in which the marshals cook Italian family specialties, he said. 

Bucci said the events could not take place without the efforts 
of the Italian American Club of Mahopac and a committee 
from the Chamber. “The event is possible because of office 
administrator Terry Fokine and our Street Fair Committee 
headed by Domenic Zecca,” Bucci said. 

Cefaloni said the Columbus Day parade is not just a 
celebration of Italian culture. “We respect all heritages,” he 
said. 

For more information about the street fair visit 
MahopacCarmelOnline.com. For more information about the 
parade call Giulio or Linda Cefaloni at 845- 628-164.

Ask About Our
Conditional Guarantee

Street Fair and Parade on Tap for 
Mahopac Columbus Day
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Across
1. Like many a cellar
5. ____Boys, Life’s a ___ or Peekshill 
nail salon
10. Aim
11. Em, for example
12. Instrument in a Chinese temple
13. Clothing line
14. Electrical unit
16. Much admired woman
20. Clapton’s “__ down Sally”
23. Echolocation
24. Belgian city
26. “Found it!”
27. Mohegan Lake Irish elbow bender
29. Catchall abbr.
30. Colorful bird
35. Top spot
39. Tacit
40. Safari sound
41. Santa feature
42. Metric unit of force

Down
1. Like a bunch
2. Hubbub
3. Disks on checkerboards
4. Temple
5. Hot dog container
6. U.S.S. Enterprise title: Abbr.
7. Devoured
8. Spooks’ org.
9. Pant bottom
11. Points at
15. Cooking plant

16. Youth group (abbr)
17. Surprised cry
18. Genealogical info
19. 8:00-9:00 on a schedule, e.g.
20. Neck adornment in Hawaii
21. Comes before beauty
22. “May I help you?”
25. It’s got your picture on it
28. Divide
30. Popcorn buy
31. Latish lunchtime
32. TNT alternative
33. Lexus, e.g.
34. Pitch in
36. Coquettish
37. Somewhat civilized race
38. Before to Byron

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 17
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•	Budget	Accounts,	automatic	or	
•	....	just	call	and	same	day	delivery!
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•	We	match	full	service	competitors	
price
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Order on the web 
www.sclafanioil.com
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The Putnam   
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By Martin Wilbur
Westchester County Executive and 

Republican gubernatorial candidate 
Rob Astorino released his 2013 tax 
returns last week while his campaign 
stepped up criticisms of Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo for a lack of transparency 
regarding improvements on his New 
Castle home.

For a four-hour period on Sept. 23, 
Astorino’s state and federal returns 
from last year were made available to 
the media to review at the long shot 
candidate’s campaign headquarters in 
White Plains.

The documents showed Astorino’s 
gross income was $193,720, the vast 
majority of which was his $157,010 
salary as county executive. He also 
earned $31,800 through outside 
broadcasting consultant work and 
several fill-in radio gigs, said campaign 
spokesman William O’Reilly. 

Westchester Democrats have 
hammered Astorino for failing to be a 
full-time county executive since shortly 
after announcing his candidacy earlier 
this year, pointing to his extensive 
campaigning around the state and 
moonlighting in the broadcasting field. 
He has also been sharply criticized for 
refusing to furnish five years of tax 
returns.

However, O’Reilly said the Astorinos’ 

finances are straightforward. He has 
earned about $30,000 a year from 
Townsquare Media in Greenwich, 
Conn. for consultant’s duties since 
before becoming county executive in 
2010, O’Reilly said. The additional 
$1,800 last year is for substituting on 
the John Gambling Show on WOR 
radio, which pays him $300 for each 
appearance.

Astorino’s returns also listed $4,129 in 
dividend income, $301 in capital gains, 
$235 in taxable refunds, $161 in taxable 
interest and $84 in miscellaneous 
income. 

He owed and paid $3,267 in federal 
taxes before the filing deadline and 
$10,413 in state taxes.

After media members inspected the 
returns, O’Reilly went on the offensive 
against Cuomo for shortchanging the 
Town of New Castle out of at least 
$30,000 in property taxes since he 
and his girlfriend, Sandra Lee, made 
improvements on their Bittersweet 
Lane home. 

He said that Cuomo has refused to 
produce  building permits following 
extensive renovations made on the 
house since before they moved in 
and prevented the town’s assessor 
from completing a thorough interior 
inspection. As a result, the assessor’s 
office has had to estimate an assessment 

increase based solely on observations 
from the outside, O’Reilly said.

That estimated increase in 
assessment, which Cuomo hasn’t 
contested, wasn’t completed for several 
years after the renovations were done, 
costing the town possibly as much as 
$30,000.

“We’ve been transparent,” O’Reilly 
said. “When is he going to do the 
same?”

But Cuomo supporters throughout 
the state had characterized Astorino’s 
hesitancy to release any returns and his 
continued refusal to produce five years 

of tax information as having something 
to hide. Hank Sheinkopf, a consultant 
working for the New York State 
Democratic Party, bashed Astorino for 
failing to adhere to standard practice.

“He probably has something 
to hide and that’s why he’s not 
doing it,” Sheinkopf was quoted in 
capitalnewyork.com on Sept. 15. “The 
public has a right to know. You want 
to be governor? Tell us about your 
finances. Release your taxes.”

In 2013, Cuomo had adjusted gross 

Astorino Produces 2013 Tax Returns; Accusations Over Transparency Fly

Westchester County Executive and Republican candidate for governor Rob Astorino.

   

When students feel they belong, 
they can achieve anything.

October Open Houses:  Sunday, Oct. 5, 1 - 3 pm
Thursday, Oct. 16, 9 - 11 am • Sunday, Oct. 26, 1 - 3 pm

Families choose Soundview Prep because of its rigorous 
college preparatory curriculum, its strong music and art 

program, and its personalized learning community.

Soundview Preparatory School
370 Underhill Avenue, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

(914) 962-2780 • soundviewprep.org

You’re invited!You’re invited!

continued on page 19

20th Anniversary  
Support-A-Walk 

for Breast & Ovarian Cancer 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2014 
 

FDR State Park - Yorktown Heights, NY 

WALK WITH US  ~  DONATE TODAY   
BeÊpartÊofÊaÊcommunityÊthatÊcares!Ê

Ê

www.supportconnection.org 
 

914-962-6402 ~ walk@supportconnection.org 
 

Proceeds fund Support Connection’sÊ
FreeÊBreastÊ&ÊOvarianÊCancerÊSupportÊServicesÊ

Bring help & hope to people fighting breast & ovarian cancer! 

Support Connection is a 501 (c) (3)  
not-for-profit organization. 

We do not receive funds from Relay for Life,  
the Avon Walk, Making Strides, Susan G. Komen,  

or any other national cancer organization.



September 30 - October 6, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com 15

By Janine Bowen
State Senate candidate Justin Wagner 

unveiled a proposal for comprehensive 
ethics and campaign finance reform for 
state government last week. 

Joined last Tuesday in Lewisboro by 
Assemblyman David Buchwald (D-White 
Plains), who has sponsored legislation to 
strip public pensions from officials who 
abuse their positions, Wagner called for 
stiffer penalties for officials who violate 
the public’s trust. Wagner said the fact 
that corrupt politicians are currently able 
to keep their pensions is representative of 
everything that is wrong in Albany.

“The way Albany has worked when 
it comes to ethics and when it comes 
to campaign finance is not working for 
regular, middle class New Yorkers or 

residents of the Hudson Valley,” Wagner 
said. “It is really a cesspool of corruption.”

Buchwald’s legislation fell a few votes 
shy of Senate approval earlier this year. 
Wagner pledged to support the measure 
if he defeats his Republican opponent, 
Yorktown Councilman Terrence Murphy, 
in November for the 40th state Senate 
District seat. 

“I’m someone who has always stood 
for making sure that public officials do 
the people’s work, rather than put their 
own interests first,” Buchwald said. “I’m 
so pleased to have…Justin Wagner here 
today to pledge not just to support that 
piece of legislation but a range of ethics 
legislation making sure New Yorkers can 
be proud of their state government.” 

Wagner proposed an independent 

ethics enforcement agency to oversee the 
legislature. In the past, those investigating 
alleged misconduct would report to the 
same officials they were supposed to be 
scrutinizing. 

The Croton Democrat also called 
for campaign policy reform that would 
reduce the amount of money that can be 
given to a public official. Under current 
law, individuals can give up to $16,000 to 
a state Senate campaign while presidential 
campaign donations are capped at $2,500. 
Wagner said that this policy diminishes 
constituents’ voices because wealthy 
people have greater influence in the 
political process. 

“All of these things are undermined by 
a pay-to-play culture where big money 
has more influence than the average Joe, 
and that’s why it’s so important that we 
enact these kinds of reforms,” he said. 

Wagner also proposed the introduction 
of a public matching fund for small 
dollar donations for those with political 
aspirations. He hopes that this initiative 
would empower people to seek office who 
may not have the same access to resources 
as many incumbent candidates.

Furthermore, the fund would make 
campaigns fairer and more competitive. 

“The most frustrating thing for people 
looking to run for public office is the 
simple truth that elections are expensive,” 
Wagner said. “And for most people 

who have good ideas who want to run 
for public office, the dream dies at that 
first meeting with their consultant and 
campaign manager, when they say ‘You’ve 
got to raise half a million dollars.’” 

Wagner also called for tighter 
regulations and full disclosure of how 
funds are used. He noted that one Albany 
legislator used campaign dollars to 
renovate his swimming pool, justifying 
the expenditure by saying that’s where 
he held campaign fundraisers. Currently, 
candidates have too much latitude to 
claim campaign expenses under the law, 
Wagner said. 

Wagner Proposes Series of Campaign, Ethics Reforms for State Officials

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
Justin Wagner, right, the Democratic candidate 
in the 40th state Senate District, appeared with 
Assemblyman David Buchwald Tuesday pledging 
to support campaign finance and ethics reforms 
if  elected.

Senior Center at Butterfield Debated 
at Joint Meeting
the county buy that space after leasing it 
for about five years because the cost to 
continuously rent the room would only 
go up in the future. 

Cold Spring Trustee Stephanie Hawkins 
disagreed with Oliverio, stating the village 
would lose some of the $120,000 a year in 
property taxes from the development if 
the county actually owned part of it. 

Town Supervisor Richard Shea said 

he would support a senior center at 
Butterfield, but still stated the two should 
be “uncoupled,” while village Trustee 
Michael Bowman said the two should 
indeed go together because Butterfield is 
the best location for seniors to gather. 

Legislature Chairman Carl Albano 
concluded the meeting by stating 
discussions would be ongoing. 

continued from page 3
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“In moderation, 
red wine has 
healthful 
compounds that 
provide valuable 
antioxidants that 
ward off many of 
the significant health 
diseases of our time.”

“We saw a link 
between a reduced consumption of alcohol 
and improved cardiovascular health, 
regardless of whether the individual was a 
light, moderate or heavy drinker.”

In last week’s column, I reported that each 
of the above polar opposite conclusions 
have been reported on several occasions 
in several professional journals. Based 
on the divergent, scientifically conducted 
studies underlying each conclusion, it is no 
small wonder that consumers are confused 
when evaluating the overall impact of wine 
consumption on longevity.

So what is a consumer to 
do? Which scientific camp to 
embrace and follow?

With this dilemma squarely in 
my sights this week, I decided to 
investigate the possibility that 
there is a middle ground, 
a compromise position, 
that addresses the negative 
impacts of consuming wine 
while retaining the passion I 

have for consuming wine 
(always in moderation). 

The alcohol level of a 
wine is a direct result of 
the amount of sugar in 
harvested grapes. As sugar 
interacts with yeast during 
fermentation, alcohol is 
produced. The greater the sugar levels, the 
more there is to be converted to alcohol. 
And the converse is true: less sugar, lower 
alcohol. 

Nature and man can function in unison 
to influence alcohol levels.

Sugar levels in most grapes are in direct 
proportion to the amount of time grapes 
remain on the vine. The longer the hang 
time, the more time grapes absorb sunshine 
and water, resulting in higher concentrations 
of sugar. By timing the harvest, winemakers 
can manipulate the amount of sugar in 
grapes and therefore the level of alcohol in 
a wine, while consistently retaining its fruit, 
acid and tannins.

In the 1990s, bold red wines contained 
between 14 and 15.5 percent alcohol. 

More recently, many Americans 
have become more conscious of 
a healthy diet and lifestyle. In 
addition, the debilitating effects of 
imbibing high alcohol wines (and 

other beverages) are grabbing 
headlines.

As a result, a number 

of winemakers have been 
shortening the length of 
the growing season, thereby 
intentionally reducing 
alcohol levels to 11 to 12 
percent. This may not seem 
significant at first blush, but 
let’s do the math. Reducing 

alcohol from 15 percent to 12 perent is a 
decrease of 20 percent. In terms of blood-
alcohol levels, a 20 percent decrease could 
mean the difference between a pleasant 
drive home from dinner or a humbling trip 
in a police car to the local jail. 

While it may seem plausible that low-
alcohol wines are the answer to the negative 
effects of excessive alcohol, there is also an 
effect on their flavor, acid and tannins. 

I’ve mentioned manipulated wines above, 
but what of grapes that naturally produce 
less sugar than others? A number of grape 
varieties genetically produce low levels 
of alcohol. Look for Vinho Verde whites 
from Portugal, Muscadet whites from the 
Loire Valley in France and dry Rieslings 
from the Finger Lakes and Germany; these 
wines generally have alcohol levels of 9 to 
11 percent.

But what of the possibility of wines with 
no alcohol? Look no further. J. Lohr’s Ariel 
line from Washington state has gained a 
foothold with consumers who, for various 
reasons, have shunned alcohol but still 
prefer wine as their beverage of choice. These 

wines are produced in the standard process. 
When ready for bottling they are instead 
run through reverse osmosis equipment, 
which separates alcohol and water from the 
wine. This creates a concentrated volume 
of wine, which is then reconstituted by 
introducing water back into the wine. The 
result? A product that is wine in principle 
only, lacking any semblance of its former 
self. However, this may be an acceptable 
alternative for the 35 percent of American 
adults who otherwise consume no alcohol 
but would welcome the associated health 
benefits.

Does low-alcohol wine sound 
oxymoronic? Is low-calorie wine 

counterintuitive? Visit your local wine 
merchant and find new frontiers to explore. 
Ask for the healthier wines section. And 
always drink in moderation.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
He also offers personalized wine tastings 
and wine travel services. Nick’s credo: 
continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
By Nick Antonaccio

‘So what’s a 
consumer to do?’

When I received a call from 
a 92-year-old gentlemen telling 
me that he had read every one 
of my articles since I started 
writing as The Home Guru, I 
was quite flattered. And, when 
he told me that he wouldn’t 
consider having anyone else 
sell the house that he had lived 
in since he was married, I was 
delighted. 

But when he told me it was 
a Sears-Roebuck house, built 
from a kit, I was thrilled. I 
couldn’t wait to see it.

My enthusiasm dampened a 
bit when he added, “But I warn 
you, to reach my home you 
must climb exactly 50 steps up 
from the street.” 

Okay, I’m game, I thought. If this 
92-year-old can cut it, certainly I can, 
too. When I arrived at the home in the 
“quarry” neighborhood in North White 
Plains with my real estate partner Michael 
Pierce, we ventured the climb to the flat 
plateau in the sky where the charming 
home is perched, almost exactly as it was 
constructed in 1930.

Our host let us into the house and the 
first room we entered was the kitchen. 
Having been married to his first wife for 
more than 60 years, before being left a 
widower, he had just remarried and was 

retiring to New England. The 
home he is leaving behind for 
another generation of home 
adventurers is also delightful 
as a piece of Americana.

Sears, Roebuck and Co. first 
conceived of selling ready-
to-assemble homes by mail 
order in 1906 in response to 
a financial dilemma. High 
inventory costs threatened to 
close the company’s building 
supplies department, until 
a new manager, Frank W. 
Kushel, had the idea of letting 
the factories ship supplies 
directly to buyers in the form 
of complete home kits.

The trustworthiness of the 
Sears catalog already helped the public 
become comfortable with the idea of 
buying items sight unseen. By the time 
the first Book of Modern Homes and 
Building Plans was printed in 1908, 
customers were ready to trust Sears with 
what was likely to be the biggest purchase 
they would ever make.

Kits weighed 25 tons and were shipped 
by a combination of railroad boxcar 
and sometimes truck. Similar to Ikea 
today, the innovations and efficiencies 
Sears brought to its home kits made 
homeownership affordable to families 
who previously could only dream of 

having a place of their own.
The innovative “balloon style” framing 

helped reduce the hours needed to 
assemble a house by 40 percent compared 
to standard methods of construction. 
In fact, the process of assembling the 
homes from kits was simple enough that 
neighbors sometimes pitched in to do the 
job themselves, barn-raising style. All the 
major pieces were numbered, every beam, 
shingle and clapboard, and there was just 
the right amount of nails so there would 
never be any guesswork for the novice 
builder.

Today that attention to detail helps 
owners identify their houses as being 
authentic Sears Modern Homes, as the 
numbers are still visible on many of the 
untreated pieces.

Modern Homes incorporated the 
newest technologies for comfortable 
living, gradually adding central heating, 
indoor plumbing and electricity to 
most of its designs. The newly invented 
drywall and asphalt shingles, which 
were lightweight, easy to install and fire 
resistant, were also utilized.

From 1908 to 1940, about 75,000 
homes were sold through the mail-order 
Modern Homes program. Over 447 
different housing styles were available, 
eventually branching into three distinct 
lines: Honor Bilt, the most expensive line 
with the highest grade materials; Standard 

Built, recommended for warmer climates; 
and Simplex Sectional, the smallest and 
simplest designs.

Not only did prospective homeowners 
have many designs to choose from, 
but these designs allowed for great 
customization. Floor plans could 
be reversed, breakfast nooks and 
ironing board cabinets added and trim 
customized. Sears even assembled home 
kits based on any other home design.

Sears offered mortgage financing for 
a few years, but the Great Depression 
caused many loans to go into default, 
ending that service soon thereafter.

It’s not always easy to identify a Sears 
home, especially as homeowners were 
given great freedom in customizing the 

When Homes Came in a Big Box From Sears, Ready to Assemble 

BILL PRIMAVERA PHOTO
A Sears home, assembled from a kit in 1930, 
located in North White Plains, available for sale 
from The Home Guru.

Drinking By the Numbers, There’s Always a Choice
continued on page 18
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Crossword Answers

Principal Gary Charwick is doused by a couple of  students during the Ice Bucket Challenge.

Gary Chadwick Principal of  Fulmar Road Elementary School accepted the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge last 
Wednesday in front of  the students and staff  handing out nominations for over a dozen staff  members 
to follow this week as well to raise awareness for the ALS foundation.

NIKKI GALLAGHER PHOTOS
Students celebrate their principal getting an ice cold bath for a good cause.

The Ice Bucket Challenge Comes to Mahopac

It’s all about you.

Each week, you can see in-depth interviews with leaders 

who make a difference. Tune into Examiner News Talk, 

produced by the editors of The Examiner at our PCTV 

studio in Pleasantville and appearing on Cablevision 76, 

Verizon 36, and on pctv76.org. It’s one way we give the 

public access to the whole story. And time to digest it all.

 
   

IN A WORLD OF
SOUND BITES
YOU COULD USE MORE 

TO CHEW ON.
The great thing about PCTV is that everyone 
can have a voice. From elected officials and 
business leaders to students and neighbors. 
Tune into CATCHING UP with Mayor Peter 
Scherer as he shares the news from Village 
Hall. Appearing all week on Cablevision 76,  
Verizon 36 and on pctv76.org.

Paws for a Cause Fundraises for 
Putnam Humane Society

Paws for a Cause was a joint effort between Stacy Hirsch from Westchester K-9, Margaret 
Rizzuto from Margaret Rizzuto Photography and Kristin Muscarella to help support the Putnam 
Humane Society (PHS). Donations of  pet supplies and 100 percent of  the donations raised 
went directly to Putnam Humane Society (PHS) in memory of  6-year old Annaliese Saitta who 
loved all animals but most especially dogs. The fundraiser held on September 20, featured 
Professional Pet Portraits by Margaret Rizzuto. Many local businesses and residents including 
the boy scouts from Pack 71 in Mahopac and Pack 238 from St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Shrub 
Oak helped support this event which raised over $1,300 and 2 truckloads of  supplies.

The Putnam Human Society is a non-profit organization serving Putnam County, and relies on 
donations from businesses and individuals to help support their programs. The mission of  the 
PHS is to promote responsible and compassionate care for animals.
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By Bill Pope
Not long ago I needed to have some 

construction work done at my home. I 
called 3 contractors which all resulted in 
answering machines asking me to leave a 
message and phone number, and that they 
would get back to me as soon as possible. 
The next day I received phone calls from 
two of the contractors, never heard back 
from the third one. 

After a brief discussion with the first 
contractor I made an appointment for 
him to come the following week to 
evaluate the situation and give me a 
price for the work. The company had 
scheduled to have someone at my home 
the following Tuesday at 9:30 a.m.  I was 
a little concerned when it was 9:55 and I 
had not heard from the company and no 
one showed up. 

I had a cell phone number and called 
to see if there was some confusion on 
my part. The man who answered said he 
was running a little behind and would be 
there in about 15 minutes. No apologies, 
just matter of fact “running a little late”. 
He actually showed up at 10:30. 

As I watched out my living room 
window I see this beat up rusty van pull 
into my driveway. Instead of pulling all 
the way down to where the walkway to 
my front door is, two men jump out of 
the van and proceed to walk across my 

grass lawn to greet me at the front door. 
This time they did apologize, saying they 
got a little lost. I won’t bore you with any 
more details of the adventure I had with 
this company. Needless to say they had no 
chance of being hired by me. 

Where am I going with this you may 
say!  Well as a business trying to convince 
a customer or client to do business with 
you, there are many opportunities to 
present negative or positive moments of 
truth. The company I described only had 
1 positive moment of truth when dealing 
with me and that was when he returned 
my phone call. Every other touch point 
was a negative moment of truth. Before 
I go any further, the information I have 
is that it takes between 7 and 11 positive 
moments of truth to overcome 1 negative 
moment of truth. 

My question to you is, Are you aware 
of how you are perceived when dealing 
with your customers and clients? Do 
you actively work to present positive 
moments of truth and eliminate negative 
moments of truth? Let me give you some 
other examples of moments of truth.  

Positive: being clean shaven, dressed 
appropriately, showing up on time, having 
a business card to present to customer, if 
late –calling customer to let them know, 
saying thank you- do you get the idea? 

Negative: returning a phone call four 

days later, showing up late, not being 
prepared during meeting, messy car or 
van, foul language- you must know what I 
am talking about!

Are your moments of truth negative or 
positive? 

Bill Pope is a marketing consultant 
and founder of “The Positive Zone”, a 
company that specializes inproviding small 
to medium size service companies with 
resources, strategies and systems to help 
increase revenue and profit. Bill has been 
running his own business Spotless Cleaning 
Systems for the past 30 years. To find out 

more about the services The Positive Zone 
can provide your company, Bill can be 
reached at his email address positivebill@
gmail.com or call 845-490-3864. 

“Better Business Bulletin” The Moment Of Truth

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

What's hot this week at Somers Custom Framing?

designs. To determine if a home is from 
Sears, check to see if it was built between 
1908 and 1940 (keeping in mind that a 
few old kits were sold through 1942). 
See if there are any shipping labels or the 
aforementioned printed numbers in the 
home framework. Another good sign of 
a Sears Modern Home is a record of a 
mortgage issued by Sears.

After all these years, Sears homes are 
still prized by collectors and are known 
for being of high quality in even their 
most humble variations.

For more information about this 

particular home in North White Plains, 
call The Home Guru at 914-522-2076. 

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® 
associated with William Raveis Real 
Estate and Founder of Primavera 
Public Relations, Inc., the longest 
running public relations agency in 
Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.com), 
specializing in lifestyles, real estate and 
development. His real estate site is: www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his blog is: 
www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To engage the 
services of The Home Guru and his team 
to market your home for sale, call 914-
522-2076.

When Homes Came in a Big Box From 
Sears, Ready to Assemble 
continued from page 16
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income of $358,448, including $188,000 
in advance payments on his yet-to-be-
released book.
Cuomo Proposes Debates

Two debates have been proposed by 
Gov. Cuomo sometime in October, it 
was announced on Saturday.

Exact dates for the debates were not 
mentioned, but one would occur in a 
downstate location and be broadcast of 
WNYC radio, while the other would be 
televised in the Buffalo area and include 

the two minor party candidates.
Astorino has wanted at least one 

televised debate without the minor 
party candidates. According to the 
Astorino campaign, there have been no 
negotiations.

“This is more games from Andrew 
Cuomo,” Astorino spokeswoman 
Jessica Proud said in statement. “It 
is clear Gov. Cuomo is terrified to go 
one-on-one with County Executive 
Astorino on television.”

Putnam Family & Community Services 
(PFCS), the only private, not-for-profit 
agency providing licensed counseling and 
treatment for mental health and substance 
abuse in Putnam County, has announced 
the agency’s annual fundraising benefit 
dinner dance to be held on Friday, 
October 17th from 6:30pm – 10:30pm at 
the Salem Golf Club, North Salem, NY. All 
proceeds from the event will support the 
mental health and chemical dependency 
treatment programs of PFCS, reaching 1 
in 12 residents in the community.  More 
information is available and tickets may 
be purchased via the website at www.
pfcsinc.org.

 “This year we said goodbye to our 
dear friend and longtime patron, the late 
Sidney Gibson.  In his memory, we have 
established the Sid Gibson IMAGINE 
Award to celebrate those who have dared 
to imagine a world where everyone has 
hope for wellness and recovery,” said 
Diane Russo, Executive Director, Putnam 
Family & Community Services.  “Our 
first honorees, Steve and Susan Salomone 
and Lou and Carol Christiansen, will be 
recognized at the event for their tireless 
work to drive awareness for intervention 
and prevention in the face of our current 
drug crisis.”

When Senator Charles Schumer 
visited Putnam County last month, he 

declared heroin abuse in Putnam County 
an “epidemic” in need of the federal 
government’s attention and resources.  
According to Putnam Sheriff Donald 
Smith, heroin arrests have increased by 
more than 300% in two years and heroin 
deaths have increased four-fold.

Susan Salomone, co-founder, Drug 
Crisis in Our Backyard , stated, “It is the 
intention of our organization to keep 
spreading the word that addiction is a 
disease and recovery is possible as in any 
illness.  We IMAGINE that through our 
collective effort, people will be free from 
the bonds of secrecy and shame so that 
they may seek the help they want and 
need.”

IMAGINE Dinner Benefit Entertainment, 
Raffle & Auction

The IMAGINE benefit will be 
highlighted by dinner, dancing and music 
by Tony Merando and The Crossroads 
Band. PFCS will also host an exciting 
silent auction, including a host of 
valuable items: sports and entertainment 
tickets, jewelry, quilts, getaway vacation 
accommodations, and much more.

Raffle prizes include a 46” SMART 
HDTV, a Bose Sound Dock, and a Blu-
ray Disc Player.  Tickets can be purchased 
in advance by visiting our website, at the 
front desk of the agency or by contacting 

dlevin@pfcsinc.org.  The drawing will be 
at the event, and winners do not need to 
be present to win.

For more information and to purchase 
tickets to the IMAGINE Dinner Benefit 
on October 17th, please visit the website 
at www.PFCSInc.org or contact Debbie 
Levin at 845-225-2700 x 136 or dlevin@
pfcsinc.org.

About Putnam Family & Community 
Services Putnam Family and Community 
Services, Inc. (PFCS) is the only 
private non-profit agency providing 

recovery-based mental health, chemical 
dependency treatment and prevention 
services in Putnam County, NY. PFCS 
offers hope and healing to people of all 
ages through a comprehensive range 
of services including individual and 
group treatment, care management, 
family advocacy, parenting education, 
community outreach, psychiatric 
rehabilitation, and medication 
management. For more information, visit 
www.PFCSinc.org or www.Facebook.
com/PFCSinc.

Putnam Family & Community Services Hosts “Imagine” Dinner Benefit

Murphy Campaign: Wagner Ran Afoul 
of Campaign Finance, Election Law

Astorino Produces 2013 Tax Returns; 
Accusations Over Transparency Fly

face because that decision is made by 
the Campaign Bureau. Wagner is able 
to maintain the Brewster location going 
forward as long as it is closed and not 
displaying campaign materials on 
Election Day, he said. 

Napier said that neither he nor Wagner 
were aware there was a violation on 
the day of the primary. He contended 

that they would comply with anything 
the Board of Elections asks them to do 
regarding the office. 

“[We] most certainly would not have 
intentionally violated anything,” Napier 
said of the primary night incident. “We 
will gladly comply with anything the 
Board of Elections asks us to do for the 
general election.” 

continued from page 3

continued from page 14

New Mahopac Barber Shop Cuts 
Ribbons, Now Cutting Hair

CoZi’s Barber Shop in Mahopac held a ribbon cutting ceremony on Thursday, 
Sept. 25. The Greater Mahopac-Carmel Chamber of  Commerce helped 
celebrate along with excited family and friends. The new barber shop is 
located at 898 S. Lake Blvd. (Rt. 6N). Learn more at www.cozisbarbershop.
com or call 845-803-8539.

Steve and Susan Salomone
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By Jerry Eimbinder
South Pacific, a revival of a celebrated 

Rodgers and Hammerstein Broadway 
musical that won ten Tony awards in 
1949, has opened at the Westchester 
Broadway Theatre (dinner-theater) in 
Elmsford. A three-course meal (salad, 
entrée and dessert) accompanies all 
performances. 

A movie adaptation of the play was 
released in 1958 and was a major 
box-office success despite tepid 
reviews from critics. The critics were 
disappointed by the cast choices and 
the application of a special color-
altering filtering technique during 
the post-production process. The film 
received only one Academy Award—
for sound.

After the November 30 performance, 
the show’s run will be interrupted by 
an annual winter holiday show. The 
musical returns on New Year’s Eve, 
2014 and closes on January 25, 2015.

Dinner service begins with a garden 
salad and basket of soft rolls and corn 
bread.

Baked ham is debuting on the menu. 
Entrées vary but usually include 
boneless prime rib of beef with a 
baked potato and vegetables, and fish, 

chicken and a vegetarian selection. 
Tilapia or sole, with a baked potato 
and vegetables, alternate on the menu 
and eggplant parmigiana—the current 
vegetarian dish, is accompanied by 
pasta and vegetables. 

The prime rib is, hands down, my 
favorite—tender and deeply satisfying 
especially considering that the kitchen 
cooks up to 500 meals in 90 minutes.

Peach melba is served for dessert. 
Regular or decaffeinated coffee and 
tea are included in the price.

Appetizers and starters are available 
at an additional cost and include 
shrimp cocktail, French onion soup, 
fried calamari and mozzarella with 
basil and tomatoes.

Luxury desserts are available at an 
additional cost and include chocolate 

molten lava cake, turtle chocolate cake 
(with fudge, graham-cracker crust, 
carmel and pecans), and “Hot Fudge 
Delight” (brownie with ice cream, and 
apple crisp).   

Ticket prices include the meal 
and range from $54 to $80 plus 
tax depending on the day and time 
chosen. Beverage service and tips are 
not included in the price. Discounts 
are offered for children, students, 
and senior citizens at selected 
performances. The show times are:
•	 Some Wednesday, Thursday and 

Friday Matinees: Lunch at 11:30 
a.m. and show at 1 p.m.

•	 Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
Evenings: Dinner at 6:30 p.m. and 
show at 8 p.m.

•	 Sunday Matinees: Lunch at noon 
and show at 1:30 p.m.

•	 Sunday Evenings: Dinner at 5:30 
p.m. and show at 7 p.m.cc
For reservations, call 914-592-2222. 

Reservations can also be made at  
www.BroadwayTheatre.com.  

Westchester Broadway Theatre, 
1 Broadway Plaza (175 Clearbrook 
Road), Elmsford. Box office: (914) 592-
2222. www.BroadwayTheatre.com

By Jerry Eimbinder
Renovation at Ben’s Deli in 

Scarsdale is expected to be completed 
in time to open the organization’s 
seventh kosher delicatessen in early 
November, 2014. 

 “Crews are working feverishly to 
finish so we can begin slicing hot 
corned beef and pastrami,” Scott W. 
Singer, President of Ben’s Restaurant 
Group, said.

It had been hoped that the 
construction would be completed 
earlier in 2014. “Ronnie (Ben’s Deli 
founder Ronnie Dragoon) likes to 
say we knew a lot about cold cuts 
but nothing about short cuts,” Singer 
remarked.

The new eatery is at 718 Central 
Park Avenue where Spiga Ristorante 
was located.

“As we peeled back the aging layers 
of the old building,” Singer said, “we 
kept finding more things to do, fix 
or replace. The building had nothing 
left to give so we had to devote 
considerably extra time and money 
to make it a place where people could 
gather in comfort.”

“The building has a new full 
basement and completely new 
mechanical, plumbing, electrical, 
heating and cooling systems,” he 

continued. 
 “We added a 108-panel 

photovoltaic array on the upper 
roofs,” he said. “The roofs are new as 

is every window and door. Drainage 
has been redone and underground 
tanks have been added in four 
different locations.” 

 “The restaurant has two dining 
levels, a high-ceiling dining area, and 
is equipped for business meetings, 
baby showers and bar mitzvahs or 

for just watching football on a 65-
inch television screen,” Scott said.

Scott mentioned, “We grind 
our own fresh Kosher beef on the 
premises and offer fresh fish to 
complement our popular rib eye and 
hangar steaks, short ribs, and fresh 
kosher chicken and turkey dishes.”

He was raised in New Rochelle and 
lived as an adult in Scarsdale co-op 
complexes on both Garth Road and 
East Hartsdale Avenue. 

Dragoon opened his first deli in 
Baldwin, Long Island (now closed) in 
1972 at the age of 23. The restaurants 
are named after his father.

The organization’s other 
restaurants except for one in Boca 
Raton, Florida are in Manhattan, 
Queens and Long Island.

The building is diagonally across 
the street from the Greenburgh fire 
department station on Central Park 
Avenue in Scarsdale.

Ben’s Deli is located at 718 Central 
Park Avenue, Scarsdale, NY, www.
bensdeli.net.
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Ben’s Deli’s on Schedule to Open in Scarsdale in Early November, 2014
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Flu Shots: 
A second clinic will be held at the 

Garrison Fire Department, 1616 Route 
9, on Wednesday, October 8 from 2 to 
6:30 p.m.; a third is scheduled at the 
Carmel Fire Department on Monday, 
October 20, again from 2 to 6:30 p.m. 
Please check the flu hot line, 845-
808-1390, on clinic day to confirm. 
The clinics are open to all Putnam 
County residents 18 years of age and 
older. The fee for flu vaccine is $25 for 
residents under 60 years of age. For 
more information, please visit website 
at www.putnamcountyny.com ; or visit 
our social media sites on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/putnamhealth  and 
Twitter @PutnamHealthNY.
Ongoing

In-Stitches Knitting Club at Reed 
Library (845-225-2439).  Wednesday 
mornings 10:30 to noon and Thursday 
evenings 6:30 to 8 pm.  Beginners and 
experienced knitters and crocheters are 
welcomed in this fun and friendly group.  

BREWSTER FARMERS’ MARKET: 
The 2014 Market is scheduled to run 
through Sat. 11/22, Wednesday’s and 
Saturday’s, 9-2, rain or shine, at the 
same location, 208 East Main St. (Rtes 
6 X 202 & 22 at the bottom of Peaceable 
Hill Rd.) in the Village of Brewster. 
We are still participating in the NYS 
Dept. of Agriculture Farmers Market 
Nutrition Program, accepting WIC and 
SNP checks (good from July through 
November). We hope to see YOU soon 
@ Brewster Farmers’ Market (Sponsored 
by CBB, Inc.) 
Cancer Support: 

CANCER SUPPORT AVAILABLE: 
Support Connection, Inc., a not-
for profit organization that provides 
free, confidential support services for 
people affected by breast and ovarian 
cancer, offers a wide range of free 
support groups women with breast and 
ovarian cancer. Groups focus on topics 
pertaining to living with cancer through 
all stages of diagnosis, treatment and 
post-treatment. They are offered in 
Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess, 
and by toll-free teleconference. For 
a complete calendar of groups at all 
locations, visit www.supportconnection.
org. Advance registration is required for 
all groups; call 914-962-6402 or 800-
532-4290.
Save the Date: 

Saturday, October 11, Kent 
Historical Society Tag & Bake Sale, 
1374 Ludingtonville, NY Route 52 ,( just 
past the Hess Station), Rain date Oct. 12. 

Carmel Fire Dept. Auxiliary Annual 
Harvest Dinner -7pm @ the fire house 
Adults $10 seniors $9 Children 10 & 
under $5. Baked ham, green beans, 
potatoes ala CFDA, cole slaw, apple pie 
ala mode, apple cider & tea/coffee.

Monday, October 27-  Kent Historical 
Society will host a presentation on 
the “ New Lights of the Revolutionary 
Era”, The Pastors & History of the West 
Philippi Church of the Philipse Patent,  
Gregory’s Parish and Gilead 1739-1835, 
Speaker: Lori Kemp. Town of Kent, 
Town Hall, 25 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent 
Lakes, NY, 7:30 pm. Free & open to the 
public.
Tuesday, September 30 

Medicare 101: 6:30 p.m. at Reed 
Library.  This workshop will explain all 
of the ins and outs of Medicare.  Topics 
include:  How one qualifies, the different 
options available, Part D prescription 
drug plans, secondary insurance, IBM 
benefits and Medicare Advantage.  This 
information is valuable to those entering 
Medicare as well as those who are 
already on Medicare.  Call the library to 
register, 845-225-2439.
Thursday, October 2

Putnam County Office for Senior 
Resources Computer Learning Center 
for Seniors will hold registration at the 
William Koehler Senior Center, 180 
Route 6 in Mahopac and at the Putnam 
Valley Senior Center, 117 Town Park 
Lane, Putnam Valley.  Registration hours 
at both sites will be from 9:30 a.m. – 11 
a.m. Anyone 55 or older can register for 
a variety of computer classes from basic 
to advanced, to using an iPad, to Digital 
Photography.  We also offer a number 
of special workshops, such as Using the 
Internet to Plan Your Trip, Help with 
Mach laptops, Facebook Security, Copy/
Cut/Paste, and Buying and Selling on 
eBay. Register in person or call Cathy 
O’Brien at (845) 628-6423 or email her 
at c.obrien23@comcast.net.  If anyone 
is interested in volunteering, please call 
Cathy.
Friday, October 3

Eagle Scout Fundraiser: Please help 
Sean Dowling, of Carmel Troop 14, raise 
funds for his upcoming Eagle Scout 
project. There will be a pasta dinner 
at the Carmel VFW Post 1374 from 6 
p.m.-8 p.m. on October 3. Cost $10 per 
person- $25 per family.

Fall Rummage Sale at First 
Presbyterian Church in Mahopac - 
First Presbyterian Church located at 
411 Rt. 6N (at Secor Rd.) in Mahopac, 
will hold a Fall Rummage Sale on Friday 
10/3: 9 a.m.- 6 p.m., & Saturday 10/4: 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday is “Bag Day” 
$5/ bag. Donations will be gratefully 
accepted on Saturday 9/27: 3 p.m.-5 p.m., 
Sunday 9/28: 12:30 p.m.-5 p.m., Monday 
9/29 & Tuesday 9/30: 10 a.m.-6 p.m. or 
by appointment. The Gift & Thrift Shop 
is open for business on Thursdays & 
Saturdays from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. For more 
information please call 845-628-2365 or 
email presby411@verizon.net.    
Saturday, October 4

The Brewster Theater Company 
Fundraiser “Ain’t Your Grandmother’s 
Bingo Night!” A unique benefit 
featuring an exciting evening of 
bingo with games & prizes, award-
winning BBQ, open beer & wine bar, 
and hilarious entertainment. 6 p.m. 
– 10 p.m. at Saint Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church, 26 Prospect St in Brewster. 
Tickets are an all-inclusive $50 per 
person. Fundraiser profits benefit BTC’s 
2015 season, as well as workshop and 
capital improvement expenses. Seating 
is limited, and tickets can be purchased 
at www.brewstertheatercompany.org. 
For more information, please call 914-
260-9252.
Sunday, October 5

Anniversary Support-A-Walk for 
Breast and Ovarian Cancer. The 
Support-A-Walk will take place on Sun., 
Oct. 5 (rain or shine) at FDR Park, Route 
202, Yorktown Heights, NY.

Blessing of the Animals: 9 a.m., 
Patterson Community Church. 1062 
Route 311. All are Welcome! Pastor 
David Frost Presiding. Animals should 
be leashed or in carriers to keep them 
all happy and safe.  More information 
@ pattersoncommunitychurch.org or 
(845) 878-3961
Monday, October 6

Vote: Voters will 
go to the polls on 
October 6 to elect 
two new trustees for 
the Reed Memorial 
Library for three year 
terms.  Nominating 
Petitions for 
potential Library 
trustee candidates 
are available at the 
Library.  Completed 
petitions must be 
submitted to the 
Library by 5 p.m. 
on September 5th in 
order for a candidate’s 
name to appear on 
the ballot.   The 
election will be held 
at the Carmel Fire 
House from 10 a.m. 
– 9 p.m. on October 
6.  Absentee ballots 
will be available at 
the Library after 
September 10th and 
must be returned 
or received by 5 pm 
on the date of the 
election.  For more 
information about 
the election, please 
contact Library 
Director Jeanne Buck 
at 845-225-2439.
Tuesday, October 7 

The Reads at Reed Book Club. 7 p.m. 
to discuss the book Founding Brothers:  
The Revolutionary Generation by Joseph 
J. Ellis. The meeting will be held at Reed 
Memorial Library.  Contact 845-225-
2439 with any questions.
Thursday, October 9 

Annual Pasta Night on Thursday, 
October 9th at the VFW hall,32 Gleneida 
Ave., in Carmel.  Dinner will be served 
at 7pm and the donation is $12 pp. to 
help support the many charities of SOI. 
Come and enjoy a fun-filled evening of 
delicious food, friendship and music. 
For more information contact Michele 
at (845) 225-1144.

Event: Celtic Tenors, 7 p.m. Price: 
$35, $40 & $50 (+tax & fees) Contact 
Information: (914) 739-0039 boxoffice@
paramounthudsonvalley.com,

http://paramounthudsonvalley.com/
events/event/celtic-tenors
Saturday, October 11, 

Carmel Fire Dept. Auxiliary Annual 
Harvest Dinner -7p.m. @ the fire house 
Adults $10 seniors $9 Children 10 & 
under $5. Baked ham, green beans, 
potatoes ala CFDA, cole slaw, apple pie 
ala mode, apple cider & tea/coffee.

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks 

prior to your event and include the words “Happenings 
Calendar Submission” in your email subject line. Entries 

should be sent to Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.
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September 30-  October 6, 2014                                                                                          SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                                                                                                        SPORTS SECTION

Despite a terrific game from Mahopac RB Shane Purdy and company, the Indians lost control of  their own destiny regarding the Class AA playoff  picture after 
falling to undefeated host Mamaroneck, 35-22, last Saturday in a pivotal league loss that put the Indians in fifth place in the league (top 4 make playoffs)... see 
Grid Notebook

BILL KENNEDY PHOTO

Not so 
Purdy

Mahopac Losing Grip on Class AA Playoff Berth
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Somers vs. John Jay was Everything and Then Some
Mahopac Losing its Playoff Grip in AA; Put Valley, too, in Class B
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

John Jay CR vs. Somers was everything 
we billed it to be, perhaps Section 1’s 
finest Class A regular season game of 
the 2014 campaign; complete with a 26-
21 come-from-behind win by the host 
Tuskers before a capacity crowd on a sun-
drenched Saturday that had both sidelines 
wishing for more. 

Somers FB Tim Fazzinga led defending 
two-time Section 1 Class A champion 
Somers (3-1) with 15 carries for 139 
yards and a TD while HB Matt Morgante 
(9 for 51), Joe Spor (5 for 57, TD) and 
Matt Senzamici (4 for 84, TD) were key 
throughout the game, but it was HB Tyler 
DeVito who had the play of the game, 
converting a 4th-and-17 for a game-
clinching 60-yard TD run on a reverse 
with 7:16 left in the fourth.

“The game was a complete and total 
team win…4th-and-17 and Ty Devito 
goes up the sideline for six to win the 
game,” Fazzinga said. “That’s what were all 
about, everyone stepping up. Never count 
the Somers boys out of the fight.”

Morgante picked off Jay QB Ryan Lee at 
the Somers five-yard line to preserve the 
win. When it was over, all anybody could 

ask for was a rematch in the upcoming 
playoffs.

As key as the 
DeVito TD was, 
Senzamici’s score 
was equally vital. 
His 66-yard TD 
jaunt with 7:16 
remaining, came 
one play after Jay 
RB Danny Skluth 
looked to have 
locked it up for the 
Indians (3-1) with 
a fourth-quarter 
score, spotting John 
Jay to a 21-13 lead. 

But the Indians 
snuffed out 
Senzamici on the 
2-point try to stay 
ahead 21-19. It 
would be up to 
Somers’ defense 
now, and the 
Tusker unit was 
up to the cause; 
not once but twice, 
in the waning 
moments, setting 
up the DeVito go-
ahead score and 
sealing victory 
with the Morgante 
pick. No one has 
slowed John Jay’s 
high-flying attack 

all season, until the Tuskers did with their 
backs against the wall and the playoffs 
on the line. The Somers sideline was 
abuzz afterward, with assistant coaches 
and players calling Coach DeMatteo a 
defensive mastermind. 

“Coach D is a genius,” Fazzinga said. 
“He has a plan for everything. Nobody 
works harder than he does. This is his life. 
No matter who we are playing, he will find 
a way.”

With the win, the Tuskers remained 
alive in the playoffs, now in second 
place in the league behind front-running 
Yorktown. Jay went from a first-place tie 
with Yorktown to third, but the Jay vs. 
Yorktown game in Week 7 on 
a Friday night at Jay for all the 
marbles should be absolutely 
berserk. 

YORKTOWN saw 
junior RB Nick Santavicca 
continue his emergence as 
Class A’s premier back as he 
broke off 181 yards and two 
touchdowns against host 
Brewster (1-3), who fell into 
a 28-8 hole by halftime and 
trailed 42-8 before settling for 
a 42-22 defeat that signaled 
the end of the Bears’ playoff 
hopes.

Somehow, Yorktown, at 4-0 
with two-TD wins over each 
opponent, including Somers, 
has flown under the radar. 
Brewster Coach Ed Mulvihill 

is here to tell you that Coach Mike 
Rescigno’s Huskers are about as complete 
a team as there is in Class A.

Yorktown is doing it with balance on 
offense and a ball-hawking presence 
on defense reminiscent of their NYS 
championship teams (1993-94). Senior 
QB Ryan Baker threw for 135 yards and 
connected with Daniel DelBene and 
Michael Dedvukaj for scoring strikes. 
Senior FB Tim Forbes, the heart and soul 
of the unit, ran for two TDs and set up 
another score by getting loose for 43 yards.

“We knew Brewster was gonna come to 
play but we were calm the whole game and 
didn’t take any plays off, which paid off in 
the end,” Baker said of the multi-faceted 
Huskers. “We have such versatile backs 
that it’s hard for defenses to stop us, but 
only if our line blocks as they have. With 
the way our lines been playing you can 
put anyone in the back field and the same 
results will come out.”

The Husker O-line has been nothing 
short of dominant this season, including 
Logan Peters, Joey Costella, Richie 
Campanaro, Steven Veteri and Joey 
Blume.

There are some things Yorktown needs 
to shore up, but they will almost certainly 
take a No.1 seed into the playoffs if the 
Huskers can tweak a few things (penalties, 
in particular) and take care of business 
down the stretch.

LAKELAND and PANAS both took 
their lumps last week and opened the 
door to trouble, as neither club has any 
wiggle room the rest of the way. The 
Hornets (2-2), who suffered a surprising 
34-15 setback to Byram Hills that could 
come back to haunt them, will need to 
defeat Sleepy Hollow in Week 6 to secure 
a playoff berth, and Panas (2-2), which 
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS

Class A Grid Notebook
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Somers RB Joe Spor breaks free from the pack in 26-21 win over Jay last 
Saturday.

Somers RB/DB Matt Morgante was a beast on both sides of  the ball in 26-21 
win over Jay.

Somers FB Timmy Fazzinga bounces off  a tackle in Tuskers’ 26-21 win over Jay last Saturday.

Haldane’s Ryan McCollum stiff  arms his way for yardage in Blue 
Devil win over Pawling.
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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lost 56-47 shootout to undefeated Rye, 
will need to do likewise in Week 7. Sleepy 
could be their undoing.

Panas obviously has some work to do on 
defense, and D.C. Kris Brandt will harp on 
that this week. Panas QB Justin Lee threw 
for 121 yards and two touchdowns and 
ran for three more scores during the kind 
of day Sean Lindsay used to have at the 
turn of the century. FB Scott Hylka ran for 

157 yards and a touchdown as Panas put 
up a season-best 523 yards of offense.
CLASS AA NOTES

MAHOPAC lost control of its own 
destiny after the Indians were hard-
pressed to stop Section 1’s leading rusher 
-- Marquez Jackson-Allen – who ran 
for 196 yards and four touchdowns as 
undefeated Mamaroneck beat visiting 
Mahopac 35-22. The loss left Mahopac 
(2-2) reeling in terms of the playoffs, as a 
second league loss leaves the Indians with 
no wiggle room over the final the final 
three weeks (four teams in the league sit 
above them and only the top four teams 
in each league qualify).

Charles Heady scored first for Mahopac 
on a 24-yard end-around. Leading by 
one score, Mamaroneck caught a break 
when Indian Coach Tom Donahoe 
uncharacteristically called for a fake punt, 
which was foiled, deep in his own zone. 
With a short, 29-yard field to work with, 
the Tigers struck quickly behind Jackson-
Allen for a 19-7 lead. Indian FB Max 
Littleton scored from five yards out to 
make it 19-14 as Mahopac tried to rally, 
but Jackson-Allen, working on another 

short field, struck again for a game-
clinching score and a 27-14 lead.

Mahopac will need some help to reach 
the playoffs, as will rival CARMEL, a 21-7 
loser to Clarkstown North. The Rams (2-
2) will need some things to fall in place as 
well if they are going to qualify.
CLASS B/D NOTES

After a scoreless first half of action, 
Putnam Valley and defending Section 

1 champion Pleasantville upped the 
ante in the second half of Class B’s most 
pivotal Week 4 game. With a playoff 
berth essentially on the line for both one-
loss teams, Pleasantville (3-1) lit up the 
scoreboard in the second half en route to 
a 19-6 victory over the visiting Tigers (2-
2).

P’ville RB Brandon Castro was too 
much for the Tigers to handle, leading 
the Panthers with 123 yards and two TDs, 
and the P’ville defense was equally stout, 
snuffing out a PV drive at the one-yard 
line just before the half and recording 
three sacks on the night.

Trailing 6-0 after Castro scored from 25 
yards out early in the third quarter for a 
6-0 lead, Putnam Valley senior RB Dean 
D’Alessio returned the ensuing kick for an 
electrifying 84-yard TD to even the score 
when the PAT failed. Castro sealed the 
deal shortly thereafter, all but eliminating 
Put Valley from the four-team playoff 
format. It will take a minor miracle now 
for PV to get in now.

HALDANE got its usual Matt Balducci 
contribution in its 33-6 win over Pawling 
last Friday night during the first night 

game in school history when the senior 
FB rushed for 208 yards and three scores. 
But, perhaps more importantly, first-
year Coach Ryan McConville may have 
discovered the future of Haldane football.

The kid with the coolest name in 
Section 1 football – freshman QB Tommy 
Twoguns – came off the bench after 
starter Tyler Giachinta injured his hand, 
and the gun-slinging kimosabe was quite 
impressive, connecting on 7-of-10 passes 
for 134 yards and a score. WR Ryan 
McCollum had four of those catches for 
87 yards and a TD. McConville’s Blue 
Devils have their sights set on the first 
Section 1 Class D crown since 2011.

“It was a great win for our program, 
especially our seniors,” McConville said. 
“Brandon came in and show great poise 
and confidence for a freshmen. He ran our 
offense with great confidence and made 
all the checks and adjustments and our 
offense didn’t skip a beat. Matt Balducci 
is a physical downhill runner, who really 

sets the tempo for our offense. He really 
put in the time and effort in the off-season 
and it shows in the way he runs with the 
ball and makes tackles on defense. Our 
offensive line also deserves credit for 
creating holes and picking up blitzes so 
we can run the ball with great efficiency.”

THE WEEK AHEAD – With a hair-
curling Week 4 now behind us, we turn 
our attention to a slew of Thursday games 
in Week 5 on account of the Yom Kippur 
holiday. Locally, Week 5 doesn’t really 
have a “Wow Factor-game”. Yorktown will 
travel to Hillary-town, poised to take on 
the Quakers of Horace Greeley in a game 
the Huskers should win. Carmel will visit 
Mount Vernon with one eye on Mahopac 
and its Week 6 doozy with the loathsome 
Indians. Brewster will visit a Spring Valley 

team it should defeat. Hen Hud (2-2) will 
travel across the river to Nyack where 
all bets will be off with the Indians (3-
1) seeking to lock up a playoff berth ad 
eliminate the Sailors from contention. 
Haldane will visit Blind Brook. Mahopac 
will host RCK in a game it better win. 
Panas will play host to Pelham and Somers 

will visit Eastchester on Saturday.
In a game that has no bearing on the 

Class A or Class B playoffs but carries a 
lot of weight locally, Lakeland will host 
Putnam Valley. Since there is no love-lost 
between the bordering towns nowadays, 
this game will carry of ton of bragging 
rights and the upper hand at local parties. 

Mahopac QB Dan Foley unleashes in loss to Mamaroneck last Saturday.

Husker RB Tom Forbes scored two TDs in rout 
of  Brewster

Blue Devils Matt Balducci (49) and Ryan 
McCollum (21) celebrate a TD during the 
first night game in Haldane history, a rout of  
Pawling.

Put Valley’s Dean D’Alessio takes off  on a return 
he took to the house in loss to Pleasantville last 
Friday night.
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By A.J. Martelli
This past Friday the Haldane Blue 

Devils celebrated their Homecoming, and 
the boys’ soccer team made sure it began 
on the right note. The Blue Devils came 
out firing and pounded Pawling to a 5-0 
shutout win. Head Coach Ahmed Dwidar 
knew his team was going to be revved up 
for Homecoming, and was pleased to see 
his defending Class C champs notch a 
blowout win.

“It was our Homecoming game, the 
kids were all pumped up and excited,” 

he said. “We got up to 2-0 in the first 10 
minutes and we didn’t look back. It was 
nice to score more than two goals – I think 
this was actually our first game when we 
scored more than two. We always win 1-0; 
2-1, and it was nice to score more than two 
to give the boys more confidence going 

into the next game.”
Not only were the Blue Devils able to 

bank in more than two goals, all five of 
their goals came from different scorers. 
Peter Hoffman, Ramsey Heitmann, Seth 
Warren, Jason Zielinski, and Miguel 
Toribio each helped boot Haldane to 
victory.

“The score was 2-0 at the half, I wanted 
to rest my starters,” Dwidar said. “I gave 
the guys that don’t get a lot of playing 
time plenty of time to play. We got some 
guys some playing time and got the bench 

some confidence. It 
was good to have a 
sophomore scoring in 
Jason Zielinski; he is a 
very good player, just 
young, so it was good 
to see him scoring.”

Dwidar also spoke 
a lot about how the 
Blue Devils aren’t 
at full strength just 
yet, and stressed 
staying healthy as 
a key to success for 
the remainder of the 
regular season and 
into the postseason.

“Honestly, it takes 
awhile,” he said. “We’re 
either 100 percent or 
we’re not. We still have 
to play some games 
more organized a bit. 
Right now, we scored 
five goals, but we still 

have done some struggling. We just want 
to make sure we stay healthy. 

“The good thing is, nobody is picking 
Haldane to win – which is a great thing. 
We like being the underdog, as always, and 
hopefully we stay healthy for sectionals.”

The Blue Devils (6-5) have an upcoming 
test against the Briarcliff Bears 
on Oct. 8.

Not to be outdone by 
their male counterparts, the 
HALDANE LADY BLUE 
DEVILS have made waves this 
season on the pitch.

This week the Haldane girls’ 
soccer team picked up two 
wins; beating Pawling 6-1 and 
PUTNAM VALLEY 6-2.

In the mashing of Pawling, 
Marina Martin and Tobey 
Kane-Seitz each scored, while 
Bailey McCollum kicked 
back a hat trick. Against the 
Tigers, Martin and Kane-Seitz 
were at it again, both scoring 
goals. Missy Lisikatos added 

a goal, and McCollum 
switched it on for 
another hat trick. 

The lady Blue Devils 
(6-3) now travel to 
Arlington tomorrow to 
visit the B team.

Back over on the boys’ 
side, the YORKTOWN 
Huskers won their 
own tournament 
last Tuesday, beating 
MAHOPAC 3-1; 
making up the washed 
away tourney finals 
originally scheduled 
for Sept. 6.

The Huskers however 
ran into a streaking 
LAKELAND team 
on Saturday morning, 
the Hornets stinging 
Yorktown to the tune of 
4-3 at Mt. St. Vincent College in Riverdale.

“It was a real crazy game,” said 
Lakeland boss Tim Hourahan. “We kind 
of got going and scored four goals, gave 
ourselves a 4-1 halftime lead. The last 20 
minutes Yorktown gave us all they had; 
real crazy game. We played it on a neutral 
site, played a great 30 minutes where we 
scored four goals and it was enough to 
win.”

Tied 1-1 early in the first half, ace 
Johnny Denis scored to put Lakeland up 
2-1. Cullen Malzo scored on an assist by 
Matias Prando to make it 3-1 and hot 
Mike O’Driscoll shot the Hornets up 4-1 
with some help from Denis, who finished 
with two goals and the assist. 

Hourahan mentioned 
that Denis is basically 
pulling double duty, 
working twice as hard 
to fill the void left by 
Devin Flanagan, who was 
injured in the 7-1 win over 
Middletown on Sept. 13.

“He’s scoring over two 
goals a game, he’s our best 
player,” he said of Denis. 
“Our second best player 
Devin Flanagan is out, so 
Johnny is kind of picking 
up the goals we expected 
Devin to get. We were 
hoping to get 30 goals 
between the two of them, 
so it looks like Johnny may 
have to get all 30.”

Hourahan said Flanagan 
will probably be sidelined 
for another three or four 
weeks.

The Huskers made in interesting, 
though, cutting it to 4-3 with goals from 
Mohamed Hamza and Roy Reynolds. 
Marcello Spiniello got Yorktown started 
with the Huskers’ first goal.

Yorktown (3-5-1) will visit Fox Lane 
today and host John Jay-Cross River 
Thursday. 

The Hornets (5-1-1) meanwhile will 
host rival PANAS on Thursday; Lakeland’s 
Homecoming.

“It’s a league match, it’s our Homecoming 
– we’ve only had two home games all year; 
we’ve had 10 games and this will only 
be our third at home,” Hourahan added. 
“We’ll be ready and excited to play at 
Homecoming. Football is right after, so it’s 
going to be a good day.”
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Mahopac D Ray Arcieri checks Yorktown’s David Metz in Husker win over 
Indians.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Haldane Stays Hot with Win over Pawling
Lady Blue Devils Staking Their Claim; Lakeland Tops Huskers in Thriller

Huskers Marcello Spiniello and David Mertz yuck it up after Spiniello’s 
second goal against Mahopac.

Mahopac players Brett Mattos and Ray Arcieri celebrate a 
Mattos goal in 3-1 loss to Yorktown.

Despite the best efforts from Mahopac’s Chris Cornell, Yorktown’s 
Marcello Spiniello was the man, scoring twice within minutes in Husker 
win over Indians.
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In a very light week of action, both 
Class A Mahopac and Class B Lakeland 
remained very much in line for high seeds 
in the upcoming post season.

Lakeland took its No.5 rank in the nation 
into its game against CT powerhouse 
Wilton and saw its own sparkplug – Molly 
Fitzpatrick – power up the Hive with two 
unassisted goals in a 2-1 Hornet win last 
Saturday.

“It was fun,” Lakeland Coach Sharon 
Sarsen said. “Their goalie, Amanda 
Hendry is going to UNC and is on U-17 
National Team but Molly was up to 
the task. First goal was a feed from Mia 
Lennon that she received with girl on 
her back, maneuvered and got a shot 
off that Hendry saved, but the rebound 
went back to Fitz and she buried it. The 
second goal was about five minutes later 
and she chased down a long outlet by Val 
Perkins up the left sideline, where Molly 
chased it down, while barely keeping it in, 
with true hustle and her ability to finish 
in big games, she beat one defender and 
knocked the ball in. We outshot them 
14-6, and did some good things, but our 
offensive corners didn’t give us any result 
and have to get better if we want to be a 
championship team.”

In Lakeland’s 9-0 win over Panas, All-
American middie Dana Bozek had a 
goal and three assists for the five-time 
defending NYS champions.

Brianna Muniz had two goals and an 
assist while freshman Kelsey McCrudden 
had a goal and an assist. Cali Cortese, 

Molly Fitzpatrick, 
Cameron Lischinsky, 
Valerie Perkins and 
Emily Power rounded 
out the scoring for 
the Hornets with  
a goal apiece.

MAHOPAC won 9-0 
on the grass at RCK. 
The score at halftime 
was 3-0, courtesy of 
two first-half goals 
by senior F Jane 
Kasparian (at 18:14 
and at 11:05, both 
unassisted). Striker 
Mikaela DiBello scored 
at 5:56 in the first half 
(unassisted).

In the second half, 
senior Sarah Lilley took 
the game over, scoring 
at 28:35, 23:28 and at 
20:00 in the second half 
(2 unassisted, 1 assisted 
by Sarah Quarto).

If one hat trick wasn’t 
enough, Mahopac’s 
Francesca Ferreira 
scored at 13:30, at 
6:20 and at 1:40 (all 
3 unassisted) for yet 
another Mahopac hat trick. In goal for 
Mahopac Nicole Amerling (1 save) and 
Lauren Colabattista combined on the 
shutout. 

Mahopac will find out what it is made 
of next week as the Indians square off with 
undefeated Lakeland, which will provide 

the kind of test Mahopac can expect 
from Class A heavyweight Mamaroneck, 
should they be so lucky.

PUTNAM VALLEY knocked off Hen 
Hud, 3-2, behind the playmaking skills of 
AnnMarie Spica, who had two assists for 
the Tigers. Stephanie Wagner scored the 
game-winning goal. Kotoe Abe and Tara 
Walsh also scored for the Tigers.

“Playing on grass was a bit of a change for 
us, but we persevered,” PV Coach Kristina 
Vucetic said. “It was neck and neck. We 
really shined and showed out endurance 
and hustle. I make them run 2 miles a day 
and it showed today. AnnMarie Spica had 
possession of the ball and she really set the 
tone for the game, bringing the intensity 
and hustle that we expect.”

5-Time Defending NYS Champion Lakeland Ranked No.5 in Nation
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 
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Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Lakeland’s Dana Bozek tries to fight off  check from Panther Erin Cullen in 9-0 Hornet win over Panas.
RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS (VISIT www.HVSP.PHOTOS FOR ADDITIONAL ACTION PHOTOS)

Lakeland’s Meghan Fahey makes a move on Panas’ Emory Dean in 9-0 Hornet win last week.

Lakeland’s Valerie Perkins battles Panas’ Danielle Merante in 9-0 Hornet win.
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Putnam Valley wR Eddie Lent makes a sweet grab for a big gain, but it was about all the offense the Tigers would muster in their pivotal 19-6 loss to host 
Pleasantville last Friday night when the Tigers (2-2) suffered their second loss of  the season to the defending champion Panthers (3-1) and were all but eliminated 
from Class B playoff  contention barring some outside help the rest of  the way... see Grid Notebook
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Lent Trap!

Put Valley 
Comes up 

Short in 
Loss  

to P’ville


