
Last Tuesday, Primary Night in Putnam, while rather tame, did have its peaks of 
excitement and shock with three races, two local and one state, the main focus. In the 
Republican Primary for the 40th Senate race, Yorktown Councilman Terrence Murphy 
clobbered former state Assemblyman Bob Castelli, doing well in Putnam by earning 
almost 67 percent of the vote. For the Legislative 3 Seat, challenger Toni Addonizio 
easily beat incumbent Lou Tartaro by a wide margin in the Republican Primary, 
essentially knocking him out of the race. And for the Legislative 8 Seat, incumbent Dini 
LoBue flexed her muscle with a big GOP win over challenger Amy Sayegh. For more on 
all three races, please go to pages 3-5. 
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By David Propper
The operators of the Thunder Ridge Ski 

Area, who have run the Patterson slopes 
since 1995, confirmed last week they are 
stepping down from the job, leaving the 
future of the winter tourist attraction 
unclear.

Mary and Robert Conklin said in an 
interview last Thursday they would no 
longer run the ski mountain, but were 
hopeful Thunder Ridge, located off Route 
22, could still open even with winter a few 
short months away.

 “For the community’s sake,” Mary 
Conklin said she is optimistic a deal could 
be brokered soon with somebody who is 
interested in taking over. According to 
The Journal News, Wayne Ryder, Putnam 
County National Bank president, said he 

and his brother, Dean, the bank’s chief 
executive officer, were going to run the 
operation this year. Negotiations haven’t 
been finalized, but Ryder said in the article 
only weather would derail the opening of 
the 2014 season.

Conklin, who is a former Putnam 
County legislator, said negotiations are 
ongoing, but both sides are doing their 
best to ensure it opens this year. She 
added how critical the mountain is to the 
region with amateur and high school ski 
teams using the slopes to train. It is also a 
major economic driver, Conklin said.

 “It’s a very valuable part of Patterson 
and we would like that to continue,” she 
said.

The Conklins originally bought 

Future of Thunder Ridge Cloudy as 
Conklins to Stop Operating Slopes
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For another year, Tilly Foster Farm and the Putnam County Antique Machinery Association shared 
with the community a weekend of old fashion fun for kids and adults alike. The PCAMA held its annual 
antique tractor and engine show at the farm, giving county residents a glimpse of the old time 
equipment used decades ago. The hands on experience was a joy for all, especially this young boy 
(pictured above.)
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STATE SENATOR 40th District - Republican
SD 40: reported: 61 of 61 100.00%
Ballots: 1,807
Terrence P. Murphy (REP) 1,169 66.69%
Bob Castelli (REP) 572 32.63%
Write-in 12 0.68%
TOTAL 1,753 100.00%

COUNTY LEGISLATOR 8th District - Republican
LD 3: reported 17 of 17 100.00%
Ballots: 464
Toni E. Addonizio (REP) 282 61.71%
Louis D. Tartaro (REP) 169 36.98%
Write-in 6 1.31%
TOTAL 457 100.00%

COUNTY LEGISLATOR 8th District - Republican
LD 8: reported: 12 of 12 100.00%
Ballots: 421
Dini LoBue (REP) 229 55.45%
Amy E. Sayegh (REP) 183 44.31%
Write-in 1 0.24%
TOTAL 413 100.00%

Information above is according to unofficial results from the Putnam 
County Board of Elections.
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the property almost 20 years ago at a 
foreclosure auction and they transferred 
their winning bid to Putnam County 
National Bank and then leased the 
property. 

The mountain was previously known 

as Mount Big Birch and has been around 
since the 1950s. 

If a deal is finalized, Conklin said the 
snow equipment and facilities are ready to 
be used right away. During the summer, 
she said they kept doing work on various 
areas of the mountain.

When asked why she and her husband 
were stepping down, Conklin said, “We 
decided we are old enough, we need to 
have some playtime.”

But Conklin, who made the decision 
in April not to run Thunder Ridge, 
also said that another factor that 
made them determine to discontinue 
running the slopes was the constant 
friction with the Town of Patterson. She 
called complications with the town “an 
assortment of things over the years.”

Town Supervisor Michael Griffin said 
there were several instances of the town 
and the Conklins not being on the same 
page. While Griffin can understand why 
the Conklins got frustrated at times, he 
did say the town “wasn’t particularly 
aggressive” toward the Conklins when it 
came to forcing them to adhere to certain 
town rules.

Griffin added there hasn’t been an 
approved site plan for many years, as long 
as Griffin has been supervisor of the town.

 “There’s been a lot of back and forth,” 
he said.

But Griffin also stressed the significance 
of Thunder Ridge to the town, especially 
the small businesses in the area. “It’s a 
great recreation resource for the town, 
and the area, and the region,” Griffin 
noted. 

Libby Pataki, the director of tourism for 
the county, sent the following statement 
to The Putnam Examiner, expressing 
hope a deal is reached in order to have a 
2014 season.

“The unexpected news last week that 
Thunder Ridge had lost their management 
team has left many hoping that the Ryder 
family’s efforts to replace this team will 
be successful. It is premature to speculate 
otherwise and we expect the news will 
be positive,” Pataki stated. “It is a facility 
of enormous history and importance 
in Putnam County and as such receives 
support for all its year-round programs.

continued from page 1

Future of Thunder Ridge Cloudy as Conklins to Stop Operating Slopes

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Thunder Ridge Ski Area is not servicing the community right now, but if  a deal isn’t reached soon to find 
new operators, it may remain empty this winter.

If you believe, vote Sam Oliverio, County Executive • samoliverio.com 
 ad pd. By Sam Oliverio

6) I BELIEVE the County Executive should lead by example. I will reduce the 
County Executive salary from $146,000 to $102,000.

7) I BELIEVE the County Executive must engage the Legislature and the public 
before starting any new programs or initiatives.

8) I BELIEVE our County should always hire qualified Putnam County residents for our highest paying positions 
first, before looking beyond our borders. 

9) I BELIEVE that our County Workers should be praised for the wonderful work that they do and not be told 
that, “You are lucky to have a job”! 
 
10) I BELIEVE all of our seniors deserve a fully functional Senior Center in their community.  Kitchens should 
never be closed, and Centers should never be leased. 

Here are the next of my 15 beliefs that will finally give  
“Putnam Back to the People”.  Stay tuned for the last 5…

Sam Oliverio for County Executive
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By Martin Wilbur 
Yorktown Councilman Terrence Murphy, 

the Republican Party-endorsed candidate for 
the 40th state Senate District seat, scored an 
easy primary win over former Assemblyman 
Robert Castelli last Tuesday night.

Murphy will face Democrat Justin Wagner 
in the general election to determine who will 
succeed outgoing Sen. Greg Ball. In May, Ball 
revealed he would not seek re-election and 
at the same time announced Murphy as the 
party’s choice to represent the Republicans.

“What a tremendous win,” Murphy said at 
his family’s restaurant in Yorktown moments 
after Castelli conceded at about 10:15 p.m. 
“It’s very gratifying. This is awesome. We ran 
a really hard campaign and I look forward 
to the November election. It will be another 
hard-fought campaign. I’m looking forward 
to it.”

Once returns started coming in shortly 
after the polls closed, the outcome was never 
in doubt. Murphy dominated in Westchester, 
Putnam and Dutchess counties, collecting 
3,953 votes to Castelli’s 1,716, according to 
unofficial results from the three counties’ 
board of elections. 

Castelli, who gathered with supporters 
in South Salem to await the results, 
congratulated Murphy in a telephone call. 
Despite a campaign that contained a few 
harsh words, particularly mailers sent out 
over the summer ripping Castelli, he said 
he would “absolutely” support Murphy for 
the November election. The seat is one of a 

handful statewide that is seen as crucial in 
determining the balance of power in the 
Senate.

Castelli, who had been eyeing the seat 
since he was defeated two years ago in his 
re-election bid in the Assembly, said he 
wanted to give party members a choice in 
determining their candidate.

“The people have spoken and we honor 
the will of the people,” Castelli said while 
thanking his supporters. “It’s now time to 
come together as a party and to once again, as 
the party of Lincoln, move on to November 
and win and hold this seat for the Republican 
Party.”

He said he was unable to offset the wide 
disparity in spending, as the state GOP 
poured in money to help Murphy. Castelli 
estimated that he was outspent by at least a 
five-to-one margin.

“At the end of the day we could not outspend 
our opponent but no one outworked us in 
this one,” Castelli said. “So from the bottom 
of my heart I thank you again.”

The next morning, Wagner held a press 
conference in Thornwood surrounded by 
representatives of pro-choice organizations 
and women leaders, labeling Murphy as “pro-
choice” and too right wing for mainstream 
voters. The Democrat narrowly lost to Ball in 

2012, easily winning the Westchester portion 
of the district but getting drubbed in Putnam 
and Dutchess.

“I think Mr. Murphy ran a very hard right, 
conservative campaign, and that may be 
appealing to a Republican primary, especially 
a low turnout primary, but that kind of right 
wing, Tea Party conservatism is not going to 
work in the general election,” Wagner said.

Wagner also said he is the better candidate 
regarding tax reform. He has a three-point 
plan to help property taxpayers, consolidate 
Medicare and find ways to reduce pension 
costs. He also hopes to ban unfunded 
mandates with a constitutional amendment. 

“Mr. Murphy has said, so far, that he just 
wants lower taxes. That’s not a plan,” Wagner 
said.

The two candidates also have divergent 
views on  gun control. Murphy wants to 
repeal the state assault weapons ban and 
repeal background checks, according to 
Wagner.

Moments after his victory in the primary, 
Murphy was also looking ahead to his match 
up with Wagner and predicting victory. 

“Justin ran against Sen. Ball last time and he 
lost and I think he’s going to be 0-2,” Murphy 
said. “I have a proven record. There’s no ifs, 
ands or buts about it. At the end of the day it’s 
about telling the truth. Albany needs a fresh 
new face and I intend to be that new face.”

Janine Bowen and Rick Pezzullo contributed 
to this article.

Murphy Easily Defeats Castelli in 40th Senate District GOP Primary
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State Senate candidate Terrence Murphy celebrated his win in the Republican primary Tuesday night 
with his family. He will now face Democrat Justin Wagner in November in the 40th Senate District race.
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Karate Program

 Introductory program which introduces children to the arts of kids
karate and or jiu-jitsu while developing focus, fitness, self-defense  

& coordination • Age 3-6 year old at the 
Patterson Rec Center and World Gym Pawling
 Mon, Wed, Thur at 5:00pm at Patterson Rec  

and Saturday 10:30am at World Gym Pawling
We also have programs targeted for Ages 7-12, Teens & Adults.

Contact John Carlo at 845-802-3795 or
www.usakaratepatterson.com

Age 3-6 years old - Try a Free class
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By David Propper
As returns started coming in last 

Tuesday night, it became pretty apparent 
and a near guarantee that Toni Addonizio 
was going to knock off entrenched 
politician Lou Tartaro in a Republican 
primary for the Legislative 3 Seat. 

But the fresh face candidate refused 
to celebrate until every section covering 
her district reported. And when all the 
results finally rolled in, it turned out to be 
a blowout win. 

 “I’m very excited,” Addonizio said. 
“I’m looking forward to serving the 

community and my constituents.” 
Addonizio secured almost 62 percent 

of the vote, topping Tartaro, the embattled 
incumbent who was endorsed by the 
Republican Party, 282-169, according to 
the unofficial results from the Putnam 
County Board of Elections. On top of 
winning the GOP line, Addonizio also 
kept the Conservative line, in which she 
was nominated for.

Tartaro, nominated for the 
Independence line, only received 18 votes 
to potentially keep that line compared 
to the 23 write-in votes casted. Because 

both Addonizio and 
Democratic nominee and 
candidate for the seat, 
Jeff Green, were going 
for that line, it is unclear 
if Tartaro was able to 
keep it until the Board 
of Elections certifies the 
election this Wednesday.

Regardless, Tartaro 
said he would not be 
actively campaigning 
since he lost the major 
party line.

Addonizio announced 
in April her intention to 

By David Propper
Ruffling some feathers by taking 

positions against most of her colleagues 
on the Putnam County Legislature, Dini 
LoBue undoubtedly had a target on her 
back going into this election season. 

Regardless, LoBue was still confident 
going into the Legislative 8 Republican 
primary race against challenger Amy 
Sayegh, and as it turned out, she had 
almost every reason to be. 

 “I was confident because I knew my 
constituents,” LoBue said. “I trust them 
and they returned that trust.”

LoBue got past a formidable Sayegh 
in the Republican primary, garnering 
55 percent of the vote in a 229-183 win. 
While LoBue still earned the major party 
line, Sayegh kept the Independence line, 
in which she was nominated for, and 
might have nabbed the Conservative line, 
but it won’t be official until Wednesday 
when the Board of Elections includes the 
absentee ballots. 

LoBue has been a legislator for two 
terms and was boasting her independent 
character and fiscal responsibility as 
reasons she deserved another term. She 
was endorsed by the Republican and 
Conservative Parties. 

 “I’m thrilled by the faith and the trust 
the people have shown in me by this 

incredible victory overcoming the odds of 
influence, money, and corruption,” LoBue 
said. “But the people were not fooled.” 

While Sayegh lost the major line, and 
the one that matters most, she didn’t 
consider Tuesday night a defeat. Instead, 
because she kept the Independence line, 
and might pick up the Conservative line, 
Sayegh said, “I came out a victor.”

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO 
Toni Addonizio, standing on a chair in Healy’s Corner Restaurant, 
addressed an excited group of  supporters after it was revealed she 
defeated incumbent Lou Tartaro in the Leg. 3 race.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO 
Dini LoBue was back to work Wednesday evening 
for a couple of  county committee meetings after a 
big GOP win the night before.

continued on next page
continued on next page
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 “I’m a newbie against a two-term 
Republican incumbent,” Sayegh went 
on to say. “I’m the total underdog and 
I feel victorious right now going into 
November.”

Sayegh said she would continue to 
heavily campaign going into the general 
election and her team would “step up our 
game.” 

County Executive MaryEllen Odell, 
while not formally endorsing Sayegh, 
did publicly back her. When reached for 
comment, Odell said four years ago when 

she lost to former state Senator Vinny 
Leibell in a Republican primary for the 
county executive office, she was almost in 
the same spot as Sayegh is in now.

 “Only she has a better advantage than 
I do,” Odell said. “(Sayegh) has two lines, 
I had one.” 

While Odell said she thinks the general 
election will also be a close race between 
the two, from one Republican to another, 
Odell did compliment LoBue on the GOP 
win.

“I say congratulations to Dini LoBue,” 
Odell said. 

run for the seat, hoping to give Republican 
voters another choice besides Tartaro, 
who was controversially appointed to 
the county Legislature back in January 
after he lost his Kent town board seat the 
previous November.

Displaying plenty of effort through a 
grassroots campaign, even on primary 
day, Addonizio was pouring herself 
into the race. She arrived at one polling 
station—the Kent Primary School—at 
7:30 a.m. and stayed until polls closed at 
9 p.m. She even had someone bring her 
dinner. 

As the day went on, Addonizio said she 
began to gain more confidence that the 
vote would swing her way.

 “I was overwhelmed by the amount of 
people that supported me,” she said.

Supporters of Addonizio were 
thrilled with the results. Kent resident 
Pat Madigan said a crushing defeat of 
Tartaro exemplified the legislative district 
“is making the statement that they will 
choose their candidates, they are not 
interested in outside influences.”

In a statement to The Putnam 
Examiner, Tartaro, classy in defeat, said 
“the Republican voters in District 3 made 
it clear they wanted change.” He also 
said he was “not totally surprised” by the 
outcome.

 “It’s obvious I’ve joined the long list 
of elected officials who didn’t realize 
that although they had a loyal group 
of supporters, they no longer had the 
support of the larger electoral,” Tartaro 
said, before wishing Addonizio the “best 
of luck” in November.

LoBue Grabs GOP Line, But Sayegh to Stay in RaceAddonizio 
Topples Tartaro 
in Primary 
Night Victory
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By Neal Rentz
Mahopac resident Maureen Toohey 

understands cancer’s impact on 
women first hand.

Her cousin has breast cancer and 
her aunt is a breast cancer survivor.

 Toohey also understands the 
need to support women with cancer 
and will be doing her part to help 
an organization that has had that 
mission for years.

On Sept. 18 Fresh Organic Solutions 
Salon in Brewster will be hosting a 
series of events to benefit Yorktown-
based Support Connection, which 
provides free support to women with 
cancer and their families including 
group discussion meetings. 

From 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the salon 
$25 hair blowouts will be available 
with proceeds benefiting Support 
Connection and then at 7 p.m. the 
Pink Soirre will be held. Toohey said 
for a $10 donation will include door 
prize tickets, light refreshments, and 
a wine tasting. Pink hair extensions, 
mini massages and makeovers will be 
available all evening for additional 
donations. 

Women undergoing chemotherapy 
need psychological support and 
Toohey recently saw an example of 
that at her salon. Toohey’s cousin, 
Allison Repetto of Yorktown, came to 

the salon to get her head shaved and 
have her wig styled because she was 
undergoing cancer treatment. The 

cousin was introduced by another 
customer who is a breast cancer 
survivor named Laurie from Somers 
and gave her moral support. “It was 
a really emotional moment for her,” 
Toohey said. 

Her cousin “is doing fine,” Toohey 
said. 

Toohey said women losing their hair 
while undergoing cancer treatment is 
“traumatic” for them and is sensitive 
to their needs at her salon.  

Toohey said her aunt, Rosemarie 
Patti of South Carolina, is also a 
cancer survivor. 

Toohey said she is an advocate for 
the work of Support Connection. “It’s 
all about the support that you have,” 
she said. 

“Support Connection is very 
grateful for the support we get from 
local business owners like Maureen 
at like Fresh Organic Salon Solutions. 
In addition to raising money to help 
fund our critically needed breast 
and ovarian cancer support services, 
Maureen’s event will also help us 
reach more people in the community 
with the message that we’re here for 
those who need us. And, by holding 
her event just a few short weeks 
before our Support-A-Walk on Oct. 
5, Maureen is helping us spread the 
word about our most important event 

of the year.” Barbara Cervoni, Support 
Connection’s director of services and 
communication said last week.

Registrations and donations are 
now being accepted for Support 
Connection’s 20th Anniversary 
Support-A-Walk, scheduled for 
Sunday, Oct. 5th at FDR State 
Park in Yorktown Heights. It is the 
organization’s most important annual 
fundraiser, with 89 cents of every 
dollar raised directly funding their 
free breast and ovarian cancer support 
services. Support Connection does 
not receive funds from any national 
cancer organizations including 
Relay for Life, Susan G. Komen, 
the Avon Walk or Making Strides. 
The year-round support services 
Support Connection provides have 
helped thousands of people since the 
organization was established in 1996.

To learn more, register, donate, 
or create a fundraising page for 
the Support-A-Walk, visit www.
supportconnection.org or call 914-
962-6402.

Fresh Organic Salon Solutions is 
located at 2505 Carmel Ave. (Route 6) 
in Brewster. To donate raff le and door 
prizes or for more information, call 
RSVP Maureen@freshorganicsalon.
com.

‘Pac Resident and Brewster Biz Owner Raising Funds for Support Connection

COURTESY OF SUPPORT CONNECTION
Each year, Support Connection holds a Support-
A-Walk in October. While that is one way the 
organization raises funds and awareness, it also 
relies on the 
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By David Propper
Addressing everything from repealing 

the SAFE Act and improving a weak 
economic climate in New York, to a 
primary night that exposed sitting 
Democratic Governor Andrew Cuomo, 
Republican candidate for Lt. Governor 
Christopher Moss had a straightforward 
conversation with roughly 50 attendees 
Wednesday night at the Paladin Center in 
Carmel. 

Fresh off of a New York State primary 
night, which saw little known and severely 
underfunded Zephyr Teachout take 34 
percent of the vote from Cuomo, Moss said 
it showed how vulnerable the incumbent 
governor really is. Moss, Chemung 
County’s Sheriff, stressed how Teachout 
won 30 counties, causing more duress to 
Cuomo than originally expected, especially 
for a college law professor who had only 
been campaigning for four months.

Moss is running on the ticket with 
Republican candidate for governor Rob 
Astorino, who is Westchester’s County 
Executive. 

 “Cuomo’s got problems, he knows he’s 
got problems,” Moss said. “If he thinks he 
had his hands full with Teachout and (Lt. 
Governor candidate Tim) Wu, he’s really 
got his hands full with Astorino and Moss.” 

With Democrats in the state seemingly 
divided, Moss said he hopes some of those 
Democrats cross over to the Astorino/

Moss campaign. 
Moss said the campaign is employing 

the same strategy Astorino used to get 
elected to the position of county executive 
in Democratic heavy Westchester, by 
reaching out to a diversity of voters. That 
especially includes reaching out to women 
and minorities, something Moss concedes 
Republicans have been poor at in past 
years. 

Much of the night focused on 
what Astorino and Moss have done 
consistently—and that’s bash Cuomo’s 
record. The SAFE Act, a set of controversial 
gun laws assailed by most Republicans, 
Moss said was simply pushed through 
because Cuomo has “presidential 
aspirations” and doesn’t sincerely care 
about improving public safety. 

As a sheriff himself, Moss said he has 
yet to make an arrest stemming from the 
SAFE Act, stressing he has more pressing 
law enforcement issues to worry about. 
(Putnam County Sheriff Don Smith, 
who was at the event, also confirmed 
his department has not made any arrest 
related to the SAFE Act.)

Like most Republicans running in any 
state race, Moss also wants to see the end 
of Common Core, a new set of education 
standards that have been under fire since 
its implantation. Moss said by having the 
Stop Common Core line, there’s the hope 
it’ll be popular with either affiliated party.

 “Here’s the main problem with 
Common Core,” he said. “Now we have 
our educators teaching to a manual instead 
of the individual needs of the kids that are 
in front of them.”

Moss also discussed other less hot topic 
issues like Medicaid, that he said needs 
to be revamped and unfunded mandates, 
which are putting a real burden on counties 
in the state like Putnam. 

Moss also stated if Cuomo refuses to 
debate Astorino, it’s a disservice to every 
voter in New York State.

 “You know what the problem with 

Andrew Cuomo is,” Moss said. “He talks at 
you, he doesn’t listen to anyone.”

Ultimately, Moss said the governor’s 
race will come down to getting voters to 
their polling places on election day. Every 
four years, state voters only have one shot, 
Moss said, to have their voices heard and 
Astorino and Moss are going to travel to 
every part of the state to get that message 
out to people.

 “You’ll see a campaign over the next 55 
days that you’ve never seen in a governor’s 
race before,” Moss added. 

Repub. Candidate for Lt. Gov. Visits Putnam as Fight Against Cuomo Heightens

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Chemung County Sheriff  and Republican candidate for Lt. Governor Christopher Moss addresses a 
question from an audience member Wednesday night at the Paladin Center in Carmel.
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Putnam Valley, NY - New Listing! 
Just Reduced $469,900!

Ready to Move In, NO STEP RANCH on 
gorgeous 2 acres! Backs up to Appalach-
ain Trail! 2200 sq ft of perfection! Huge 

backyard deck for entertaining 4 bedrm, 2 
bath,plumbing in for 3rd! All new kit & baths! 
Hardwood fl rs, CAC, 2 car garage! Full base-

ment! Private 2 acres! Mins to RR!
Call today - Judy 914 490-9032!!

Judith Guzzi & Associates LLC
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By David Propper 
Summer might be over and kids might 

be in school rather than at the beach, but 
that doesn’t mean some Town of Kent 
public officials and residents aren’t still 
fuming over actions taken by Putnam 
County’s Department of Health. 

Over the month of August, Supervisor 
Maureen Fleming expressed frustration 
and exasperation in an interview, citing 
multiple times where the county health 
department either constricted or shut 
down swimming at beaches in the Lake 
Carmel District. Reasons for the closures 
included algae in the water, low visibility, 
or a slope entering the beach that was too 
steep. 

Overall, beaches two, three, and seven 
were all closed at various points.

Although it was her first year on the 
town board, Fleming couldn’t recall the 
health department cracking down as 
much this year as in past years. 

“We felt very besieged by the department 
of health and didn’t understand why this 
season was different from other seasons,” 
Fleming said. 

Fleming said she heard from multiple 
residents they were upset over the actions 
by the health department because they 
“expect to be able to swim” and thought 
the lake looked better than ever.

 “Anyone that swims in a lake doesn’t 
expect it to be like swimming in a pool,” 

Fleming added.
Echoing that sentiment was councilman 

Paul Denbaum, who said all of the tests 
the department is doing now, are tests that 
were never done in the past. Denbaum 
said the town was “taken aback” because 
usually the Lake Carmel District has a 
good reputation of being in compliance.

Denbaum also added when any town 
official challenged the health department 
over closings or restrictions, department 
officials quickly pointed to safety as the 
reason why they were taking a certain 
action. 

 “There’s no doubt that there’s a change 
on how they’re are going to monitor the 
lake,” he said. 

Health Department’s Robert Morris, 
the director of environment health, 
insisted the department didn’t do 
anything different. The problem he said, 
is every lake is “dynamic, they change 
year to year.” Other lakes in the county 
were also closed because of algae blooms 
and the New York State DEC also noted 
the high number of algae blooms this 
summer across the state.

Morris said the department is required 
to do one inspection a year, though the 
county’s department exceeds that number. 
The department does one pre-operational 
inspection and then two operational 
inspections each year. Safety is the top 
priority, Morris added.

“That’s what we are here for,” he said. 
“The protection of public health and that’s 
our utmost importance.”

Morris said when it was relayed to him 
communication was poor between the 
two sides and that Fleming requested 
forms be sent to the town anytime 
the department took action,  Morris 
immediately complied. He even drafted 

one form the same day and delivered it to 
Fleming.

Still, Denbaum made it clear next 
summer won’t be a repeat of this summer.

“We’re going to be prepared next year 
to deal with the health department,” 
Denbaum said. “And we’re not going to 
allow them to just arbitrarily run around 
without some type of accountability.” 

Town of Kent Felt ‘Besieged’ by County Health Dept. Over Summer

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Lake Carmel was under scrutiny by the Putnam County Department of  Health this summer, leaving many 
Kent residents frustrated. The department insists its main imperative is safety. 

Putnam Valley Presents: 

Town Day 2014 
Saturday, September 20th,

1:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
A day to relax and have fun 

with your friends and neighbors

Begin the Day with a Parade from the Putnam Valley Town Hall to 
Leonard Wagner TownPark (156 Oscawana Lake Road) at 1:00 p.m. followed by a 

Fun-Filled Day of Entertainment by Ron Blanco and The Sundown Band
 Shuttle buses from all Putnam Valley schools to Town Park provided.
Including: Face Painting, Bounce Houses, Mechanical Carnival Rides, 

Pie Throwing Contest, Llamas, Carnival Games, 50 Vendors.
Classic Car Show. Art Displays by Putnam Valley Arts

Carnival Type Food for Purchase
End the night with a Breathtaking, Spectacular Fireworks Display at 9:15 PM 

Volunteers Still Needed: 
Contact Town Hall 845-526-2121 For More Information.  

 Rain Date is Sunday, September 21st

FREE 
Admission!!!

Sponsored by Entergy, Tompkins Mahopac Bank and Putnam Valley Arts
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By Tiffany R. Jansen
When brothers Alex and Pasquale 

Ruscitto opened La Strada Pizza & Pasta 
on July 1 of this year, they saw it as an 
opportunity to give back to the Brewster 
community in the one way they knew 
how: by sharing their food and culture.

The brothers came to New York from 
Molise, Italy more than four decades ago. 
Since then, they’ve worked in some of 
the best pizzerias in Westchester County 
and the Bronx. 

When the space next to Gianni’s Hair 
Salon on North Brewster Road opened 
up, Alex snapped it up, asking his 
brother to join him in transforming it 
into a family-friendly place to get good, 
fresh food. 

Pasquale’s son Rocco jumped onboard, 
and the three Ruscitto men set to work 
cleaning and renovating the facility. 
Before long, La Strada was born. And, 
on September 13th, the restaurant 
celebrated its grand opening.

At La Strada, it’s not just a meal - it’s 
the chance to join the Ruscitto family 
table. “We like to share our family with 
your family, and the best place to get to 
know people is over the dinner table,” 
Alex’s wife Francesca Ruscitto says. 
The atmosphere is dynamic and the 
restaurant is often filled with laughter. 

The small, 50-60 capacity pizzeria is 
open and well-lit, and an open kitchen 
allows diners to take in the chefs at work. 
Booth and table seating are available, and 
a few televisions are on hand so patrons 
never have to worry about missing the 
day’s big game. 

Also part of the La Strada family is the 
staff of area kids looking for a fun job 

and a way to earn some extra money. 
 “My husband and I have been 

Brewster residents for over twenty years,” 
Francesca says. “We love it here. It’s a 
great family community.”

The Ruscitto family prides itself on La 
Strada’s cleanliness. Indeed, your flawless 
reflection stares back at you from the 
stainless steel countertops, the menu 

boards gleam in the lamplight, the tables 
shine, and the floors and bathrooms are 
impeccably clean.

But if the staff and customers are to 
be believed, where La Strada excels is 
in the food (according to Francesca, 
food is their #1 selling point). Alex and 
Pasquale believe in using only the best 
and freshest ingredients, coming from 
as locally as Francesca’s mother’s garden.

The menu includes soups, salads, 
appetizers, rolls and pinwheels, calzones, 
wedges, wraps, pasta, and garlic knots. 
There’s also a separate menu for the kids. 
And that’s not forgetting their signature 
Bronx-style pizzas. 

Popular favorites are the Chicken & 
Broccoli Rabe and the Buffalo Bacon 
Ranch Pizza. If there’s something you 
want that you don’t see on the menu, 
they’ll be more than happy to make it for 
you.

 “When you go out, you want it to be 
good, fresh food in a clean environment,” 
says Francesca. “That’s what we offer.”

La Strada Pizza & Pasta is open 7 
days a week and offers free delivery. 
The restaurant is located at 278 North 
Brewster Road in Brewster. Call 845-279-
1922 or visit La Strada Pizza & Pasta on 
Facebook for more information.

La Strada Pizza & Pasta 
Brewster

Business 

of the Week

TIFFANY JANSEN PHOTO
“We want to share our family with yours” at La Strada Pizza & Pasta
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Harry R. Rydquist
Harry R. Rydquist of Mahopac, 

died on Saturday September 6, at the 
age of 87. He was born on December 
13, 1926 in the Bronx. Harry served 
in the US Navy during WWII. After 
50 years of working for the US Army 
Corps of Engineers in Sandy Hook, 
NJ Harry retired from being a Captain 
of a patrol boat. Harry is survived 
by his daughter Joan Cafaro and her 
husband Angelo, his sister Ella Dailey 
and his grandson Anthony. He was 
predeceased by his wife Doris.

Thomas Joseph 
McGill

Thomas Joseph McGill, of Mahopac, 

died on Monday September 8, at the 
age of 69. He was born on January 27, 
1945 in Kingston, PA, the son of the 
late Thomas and Marion Goodline 
McGill. Tom earned an associates 
degree from Penn State and went to 
night school at New York University 
for a bachelor’s degree, both in 
electrical engineering. He worked for 
AT&T for 25 years in White Plains, 
retiring in 1989, which is also where 
he met his wife, Carlene. Tom and 
Carlene met in the Fall of 1968 and 
were married the following summer. 
They recently celebrated 45 years of 
marriage. After retiring from AT&T, 
Tom worked as a school bus driver 
in Somers for 17 years. In addition 
to his day job, Tom was a working 
musician starting with a country 
band in his earliest days at AT&T 
and ending in 2011 with his 27 years 
of playing the organ for a variety of 
area churches. A gifted musician, he 
successfully taught himself how to 
play multiple instruments with no 
formal education beyond a short time 
as a child taking accordion lessons. 
He considered learning the organ to 
be one of his greatest achievements. 
In addition to music, Tom enjoyed 
other hobbies at different times in 
his life. As a teenager, he enjoyed 
roller-skating and even roller-
dancing. Later on, he enjoyed 
riding motorcycles, flying airplanes, 
sail boating, skiing, drawing, and 
learning languages. With his family 
he shared the joy of vacations in their 
RV and playing golf. In recent years, 
he developed a deep appreciation 
for reading the daily paper cover to 
cover, doing multiple crosswords 
daily and watching football. Tom had 
a strong devotion to his family with 
whom he shared his clever wit, his 
many stories and his love of learning. 

He is survived by his wife, Carlene, 
sons Christopher and his wife 
Kelley, and Michael as well as three 
granddaughters Catherine, Allison 
and Hope Xin.

Richard W. 
Vanderhoff

Richard W. Vanderhoff, 73, of Lake 
Carmel, died on September 10. Mr. 
Vanderhoff was born on November 
30, 1940 to Henry and Helen (Walsh) 
Vanderhoff in Yonkers. On December 
10, 1960 he married the love of his life, 
Maria Salustri in Yonkers. Rich was a 
Maintenance Supervisor of the paint 
department for Westchester County, 
in White Plains, NY.   He is survived 
by his devoted wife Maria, his five 
loving children; Domenica Lipton, 
Richard W. Vanderhoff, Jr., Veronica 
Croteau, Sandra Eby, and Brian 
Vanderhoff, his two sisters; Lucille 
Dintrone and Mary Vanderhoff, five 
wonderful grandchildren and one 
adoring great-grandchild.

Just 2 points concerning the 
editorial that ran in the September 
9th-15th edition of The Putnam 
Examiner:

1) The Republican Party does 
not make up 60% of the registered 
voters in Putnam County.  Matter-
of-fact there are 59,246 registered 
voters in Putnam.  Republicans 
make up 21,116 or 36% of the voters.  
Democrats make up 17,246 or 29% 
of the voters.  The unaffiliated (so-
called “blanks”) make up 14,826 or 
25% of the voters.  There are 3,549 
Independence Party members or 
6% of the voters.  Conservatives 

make up 1,953 or 3% of the voters.  
The remaining 1% are Green and or 
other party members.  The statement 
in The Putnam Examiner was both 
misleading and incorrect.

2) Having been involved in the 
political process for over 23 years, 
I have never found primaries or the 
lack of a primary to have any effect 
on the general election.  The only 
thing a primary does is to cause a 
candidate to spend a lot of money 
against a fellow party member, while 
decreasing the amount of money 
available for the general election.  
As you acknowledged, my opponent 

and I work very hard at what we do.  
I am sure my opponent would join 
with me in stating that the lack of a 
primary simply is our Party’s way of 
saying that we deserve to run under 
our Party’s banner and that our hard-
work and enthusiasm is appreciated 
by our Party.  I am proud my Party 
supports me, as I am sure my 
opponent is proud her Party supports 
her.

Sam Oliverio
Putnam County Legislator -District #2
Candidate for Putnam County Executive 

Letter To The Editor
Oliverio Responds to Editorial Concerning Lack of Primary Races for County Exec.

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best 
to print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are  
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on the 
discretion of the editor. 

Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to Editor 
David Propper at  dpropper@
theexaminernews.com. 

The Putnam Examiner requires 
all letter writers provide their name, 
address and contact information.

Letters Policy

Obituaries
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9-11 Ceremony Remembers and Honors Fallen Heroes 

It’s all about you.

Each week, you can see in-depth interviews with leaders 

who make a difference. Tune into Examiner News Talk, 

produced by the editors of The Examiner at our PCTV 

studio in Pleasantville and appearing on Cablevision 76, 

Verizon 36, and on pctv76.org. It’s one way we give the 

public access to the whole story. And time to digest it all.

 
   

IN A WORLD OF
SOUND BITES
YOU COULD USE MORE 

TO CHEW ON.
The great thing about PCTV is that everyone 
can have a voice. From elected officials and 
business leaders to students and neighbors. 
Tune into CATCHING UP with Mayor Peter 
Scherer as he shares the news from Village 
Hall. Appearing all week on Cablevision 76,  
Verizon 36 and on pctv76.org.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTOS

Thirteen years ago last Thursday was a dark day that will go down in infamy when four 
planes, hijacked by terrorists, crashed into the Twin Towers, a part of  the Pentagon, 
and a barren field in Pennsylvania. Thousands of  lives were cut short and forced 
America into two wars where even more lives were lost. Putnam residents gathered 
at Cornerstone Park in Carmel Thursday night to honor those lives lost, locally and 
around the country on that solemn day.
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By David Propper
In the age of email, instant messaging 

and texting, the idea of a handwritten 
note might seem foreign. But when 
someone receives a hand-scribbled card, 
it’s unquestionably special. 

Putnam County residents were invited 
to be part of a 9/11 Day of Service Letter 
Writing Campaign last Thursday as 
a way to express gratitude to service 
members and active and retired military 
personnel that were all affected by one 
of the most infamous and tragic days 
in American history. Hosted by the 
VetCorps Project, the Putnam County 
Communities That Care Coalition, and 
the county’s Office of Veteran Services, 
residents, young and old, wrote simple, 
yet meaningful thank you cards for the 
people that save and protect American 
lives.

Residents could send a card to police 
officers, firefighters, other emergency 
responders, veterans that fought in 
the Middle East and even a unit that 
it currently active and overseas in 
Afghanistan. 

One of the organizers, Chauntel 
Wright from Americorps’ VetCorp, 
said the foot traffic the day of the actual 
event was a little slow, but the campaign 
had 200-300 cards already written days 
before, many from elementary school 

children in Putnam. 
As the daughter of an Army 

serviceman, she understands how critical 
reaching out to military members is.

This is the first year Putnam has held 
such a program, Wright added. 

Director of Veterans Services, Karl 
Rohde said, said the letter writing 
campaign is important because it 
shows servicemen and first responders 
that they are not forgotten and still 
appreciated. 

Explaining the power of a handwritten 
note, Rohde talked about his own 
experience fighting in the Vietnam War 
where mail day was a moment every 
soldier looked forward to. Whether it 
was hung on a locker or folded up in a 
wallet, soldiers treasured any note they 
got from home.

 “I know when we were in Vietnam 
and we got letters from kids every once 
in a while, it was really nice to have that,” 
Rohde said. “I think it’s the personal 
touch.”

Rohde also noted by having 
elementary school students write 
letters, it educates a generation of young 
Americans that weren’t even alive when 
the United States was attacked in 2001. 
A letter writing campaign can be used as 
a “teaching tool to teach them what 9-11 
is about and that we shouldn’t forget it.”

One example of a letter written by 
an elementary school student from the 
Putnam area goes as follows: 

Dear Helpers,
Thank you for saving the people when 

the planes crashed on 9-11. You are very 
helpful and brave. I think you are very 
nice. You tried your best to get everyone 
out of the buildings.

Love, 
Samantha

On 9-11, Putnam Residents Take Time to Write Letters of Thanks

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Putnam residents, including Sheriff  Don Smith, came in throughout the day to write thank you letters to 
first responders and military personnel, current and past.
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By Janine Bowen
The morning after Terrence Murphy 

won the Republican primary for the 40th 
state Senate District race, Democratic 
opponent Justin Wagner criticized 
Murphy’s “pro-life” stance at a press 
conference in Thornwood. 

During the primary season, Murphy’s 
stance on women’s issues, specifically 
abortion, has been a hot-button topic, 
with mailers on the subject circulating 
around Westchester and Putnam. 

Surrounded by pro-choice and 
women’s leaders in one of his three 
campaign headquarters, Wagner 
discussed the importance of passing the 
Women’s Equality Act, a 10-point plan 
introduced by Gov. Andrew Cuomo last 
year. It will address a variety of issues 
including pay equality, domestic violence 
and pregnancy discrimination while 
protecting reproductive choice. 

The last time the bill was up for a vote 
in a Senate that is narrowly controlled 
by Republicans it failed by one vote. Last 
week Wagner vowed he would be a voice 
that would help push the bill through. 

“I am pledging to voters that I will be 
that vote,” said Wagner. “I don’t think 
women in this district, in New York, need 
a guy telling them what to do with their 
body and I don’t think they need a guy 
getting between them and their doctor.” 

During the event, Assemblywoman 
Sandy Galef noted that the Women’s 
Equality Act has been passed twice by 
the Assembly, but continues to fail in 
the Senate. She stated that women would 
be “doomed” if Murphy is elected, and 
stressed the importance of updating state 
laws to reflect modern issues. 

Tracy Brooks, of the Planned 
Parenthood Advocates of New York 
Political Committee, explained that New 
York’s abortion laws were passed three 
years before the landmark Roe v. Wade 
decision by the U.S Supreme Court. 
Under federal law, women are permitted 
to receive an abortion after 24 weeks if 
the pregnancy is a threat to the woman’s 
health or puts her life in danger. She stated 
that even though women are protected 
under federal law, current New York laws 
regulating abortion are unconstitutional 
because they do not reflect the federal 
ruling. 

Wagner’s supporters were concerned 
that if Murphy is elected the matter would 
remain status quo.

“We’re just, frankly, saddened that 
Terrence Murphy won the Republican 
primary yesterday,” said Emily Kadar of 
NARAL Pro-Choice New York. “For far 
too long, District 40 has been represented 
by an extreme anti-choice, anti-women 
state senator and Terrence Murphy, the 

handpicked successor of that senator, 
would just be more of the same.”

Having lost to Ball by a narrow 
margin in the 2012 Senate race, Wagner 
acknowledged that the campaign will be 
tough but that voters will determine the 
better candidate based on the issues. 

 “It’s going to be a very close race. Open 
seats are a unique opportunity to have a 
debate about the issues that are important 
to the district. It’s going to be very close 
but I think our message of mainstream 
values, common sense solutions is going 
to carry the day,” said Wagner.

Wagner Supports Women’s Equality Act; Brands Murphy ‘Pro-Life’

Event Time: 9:00am—12:00pm 
Pre-Registration Required. Call (845) 808-1390 x 43150. 

Putnam County Residents Only— No Commercial Establishments 

 

SATURDAY-SEPTEMBER 27, 2014 
Location:   
Putnam County Department of Health 
1 Geneva Road 
Brewster, NY   
 
Items Accepted:  Drain/Oven cleaners, Rug &  
Upholstery cleaners, Polishes & waxes, Spot removers,  
Oil-based paints, Solvents, Thinners, Wood  
preservatives, Strippers, Mothballs, Rodent poisons,  
Insecticides, Herbicides, Flea powder, Antifreeze,  
Gasoline, Kerosene, Photo chemicals, Chemistry kits,  
Nail polish remover, Hair dyes, Hair sprays, Propane  
tanks up to 20 pound size. 
 
Items Not Accepted: Electronic waste (e-waste),  
Used oil, Latex paint, Lead-acid batteries, Plastic bags, 
Tires, Unlabeled/unidentified containers, Batteries. 
 
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT WASTE DISPOSAL 
OPTIONS, RECYCLING, AND MORE, PLEASE VISIT: 
www.putnamcountyny.com/health/swm   
or call (845) 808-1390  ext. 43164 

PUTNAM COUNTY 
HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS 
Waste Collection Day Ê

Our Household Hazardous Waste program is partially  
financed with a grant from the NYS Department of  
Environmental Conservation. 

08/14Ê

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
Democratic candidate for the 40th Senate District, Justin Wagner, pledged to take a strong pro-women’s 
stance including strengthening laws regarding abortion. Wagner was accompanied by Assemblywoman 
Sandy Galef, left, and representatives of  pro-choice groups.
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For information on the above 2 programs call 914-528-5600 
1949 E Main St, Mohegan Lk, NY • Nancy Brophy, Owner/Director

1/2 Day or Full Day 
Program

Operating Hours 
7am-6pm

Tom Thumb Knows the “Power of Play”

H H H H H H H

Preschool, Recreational and Team classes 
available. 914-528-KIDS

Across
1. Globes or eye care center in 
Yorktown Heights, ____ Vision
7. Flipper would flip over this 
Lincolndale tavern
11. Cold time
12. Think about it
13. Dog experimenter
14. The Big Apple, for one
15. Alpine comeback
17. Detachable container
20. Filled in some tiles
23. Throat hanger
25. Willow
26. Beach protection
28. Whimper
29. Bruised
30. Aquarium
32. Demonstrate clearly
38. “Awesome!”
39. Sack
40. Playing card
41. Intervene

Down
1. Swindle
2. Edible tuber
3. Bulgarian coin
4. Eighth Arabic letter
5. This may be fragile
6. “When pigs fly!”
7. Lightweight triangular scarves
8. Very foolish
9. Safety equipment

10. No vote
16. Self-assurance
17. Baby dog
18. Eggs, to Caesar
19. Imprisonment
20. Lacerate
21. Suffix with pamphlet
22. Plain
24. Sycophant
27. Open hearings in courts
30. Blasting substance
31. Publicize
33. Frying vessel
34. ___ seen worse!
35. Little sleep
36. Special effects maker: (abbr.)
37. Dusk, to Donne

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 18

•	Heating	Oil	*Propane	*Biofuel
•	Budget	Accounts,	automatic	or	
•	....	just	call	and	same	day	delivery!
•	On	the	web	www.sclafanioil.com
•	We	match	full	service	competitors	
price

“We make warm friends”
(845) 628-1330

Order on the web 
www.sclafanioil.com

Sclafani 
Oil & Propane

Clip & Save!
Get a $25 credit on your Propane Installation 

with this ad

Pet 
Of 

The 
Week 

H 
A 
R 
V 
E 
Y 

845-225-7777  

The Putnam   
Humane Society 

Harvey is happy & will 
bring you lots of joy! 

Adopt him at:   

20% OFF  HOURS:  NOW OPEN EVERYDAY  
10am to 6pm; Closed Tuesday

Also...

OLE CAROUSEL 
ANTIQUES CENTER

STOREWIDE!
 (Over $10 Limited Exclusions)

OCAC’S FALL 
FLEA MARKET

SATURDAY

OCTOBER 4TH
Vendor Inquiries
 Contact Store

6208 Rt. 82 North, Stanfordville, NY • 845-868-1586 or olecarousel@optonline.net

.and we are having a SALE!!
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY

SEPTEMBER 20TH & 21ST

     

240 Rte. 6 Mahopac NY 10541
(8 minutes from the Taconic)

(845) 621-7128
Ceiling Fans and Lampshades 
www.midcountylighting.com

Newly Remodeled !
~ Lighting with Style, Quality and Value~

240 Rte. 6 Mahopac NY 10541
(8 minutes from the Taconic)

(845) 621-7128
Ceiling Fans and Lampshades 
www.midcountylighting.com

Newly Remodeled !
~ Lighting with Style, Quality and Value~

240 Rte. 6 Mahopac NY 10541
(8 minutes from the Taconic)

(845) 621-7128
Ceiling Fans and Lampshades 
www.midcountylighting.com

Newly Remodeled !
~ Lighting with Style, Quality and Value~

10% OFF Showroom
With mention of ad
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205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

IS HIRING
People’s Oil is looking for experienced 

Oil/ Propane Driver and Service Tech. Drivers must have Twic card 
and CDL license endorsements. Service Tech’s must be licensed 

in Putnam, Westchester Counties and CT.  
Also service tech’s should know air condition and propane.

 Please email your resume to 
peoplesoil@verizon.net or fax it to: 845-225-6496. 

Please call the offi ce at 845-225-6464 
Thank you!!!

Would you believe that 52 
percent of American companies 
operate as home businesses, 
according to the U.S. Small Business 
Administration? My wife and I 
have been in that category almost 
from the day we were married and 
perhaps, at least on my side of the 
family, it was ordained.

I was fascinated when as a 
child my mother told me that my 
paternal grandfather had been a 
soda bottler in Philadelphia. More 
interestingly, his bottled sarsaparilla 
was delivered to and stocked by the 
corner store owned by the father 
of the wildly popular singer Mario 
Lanza. When I asked where the 
bottling plant was located, I was astonished 
to learn that it was in the basement of my 
grandfather’s row home. Furthermore, the 
returned bottles were hand scrubbed with 
round brushes by his first wife (“who literally 
worked herself to death,” my mother said) 
and all of her 18 children who had survived 
childbirth and were old enough to work.  

My stay-at-home mother, who had a bent 
toward the dramatic, left me with a horrible 
impression of an at-home business as dark and 
dangerous, even draconian. I was grateful that 
my family lived simply in a one-story ranch 
with no industry going on around or beneath 
us that required my slaving away after school. 

However, once married and ensconced in 
my first home in the city, which happened 

to have a ready-made antiques 
shop on the first floor, I seemed 
to become obsessed by a 
demon--perhaps the spirit of my 
grandfather--to succeed in my 
own business located within my 
own home. When I moved to the 
country, I intentionally looked 
for an historic home that was 
three times the size I needed to 
accommodate a business du jour.

Over the years that space 
has hosted in succession, and 
sometimes concurrently, a failed  
antiques store, a very successful 
nursery school, a short-lived 
weight loss club, a shorter-lived 
gourmet society, an exhausting 

New York State packaged foods operation, 
and from 1980 to the present, the longest-
running public relations firm in the Hudson 
Valley. For the past six months it has also been 
the office of The Home Guru Team of William 
Raveis Real Estate.

Lately, though,  there have been rumblings 
from my wife. 

“I’ve lived my home life ‘above the store’ 
practically since Day One of my marriage,” 
my wife Margaret said, “and there has always 
been something going on other than our daily 
living routine. It would be nice to see how 
other people live for a while.”  

Lately the two businesses I run from home 
have experienced a significant growth spurt 
that is literally forcing us out of our home 

and into new and beautiful quarters with less 
square footage and where, as I understand it, 
the bylaws do not allow me to set up shop of 
any kind. At last I’ll know how “other people” 
live.

But I’ll be in the minority, just as with my 
newest public relations client, Jessica Lynn, the 
country singer/songwriter star who grew up 
in a Yorktown Heights home that served as a 
rehearsal hall and recording studio.

“From my earliest memory, I was 
surrounded by music from my mom who 
was a singer and my dad a bass player,” Jessica 
Lynn said. “My younger sister, parents and 
I lived in a three-bedroom ranch, but one of 
the bedrooms was set aside as our recording 
studio. Even though I went to college and 
received my master’s in math and also studied 
special ed, there was never any question that I 
would pursue music. It was just always there 
and obviously it influenced who I became and 
what I do.”

As I plan to move, I take comfort knowing 
that I’ll be living in new, beautiful surroundings 
and care-free comfort, and that eases the pain 
a bit. Also, my grandfather could never have 
telecommuted like I can. But still, there is much 
reluctance as I say goodbye to living “above the 
store.” I guess I’m an incurable merchant and 
just love hearing that cash register ring close 
by, anytime during the day or night. I await 
with wonderment discovering what “normal 
home life” is like.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated with 
William Raveis Real Estate and Founder of 

Primavera Public Relations, Inc., the longest 
running public relations agency in Westchester 
(www.PrimaveraPR.com), specializing in 
lifestyles, real estate and development. His real 
estate site is: www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com 
and his blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of The Home Guru and his 
team to market your home for sale, call 914-
522-2076.

Living ‘Over the Store’ at Home: When it’s Good, and Not

PRIMAVERA PUBLIC RELATIONS PHOTO 
Bill Primavera, The Home Guru, with Jessica Lynn, 
country singer and songwriter, who is appearing 
Sept. 27 at the Paramount in Peekskill. 

20th Anniversary  
Support-A-Walk 

for Breast & Ovarian Cancer 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2014 
 

FDR State Park - Yorktown Heights, NY 

WALK WITH US  ~  DONATE TODAY   
BeÊpartÊofÊaÊcommunityÊthatÊcares!Ê

Ê

www.supportconnection.org 
 

914-962-6402 ~ walk@supportconnection.org 
 

Proceeds fund Support Connection’sÊ
FreeÊBreastÊ&ÊOvarianÊCancerÊSupportÊServicesÊ

Bring help & hope to people fighting breast & ovarian cancer! 

Support Connection is a 501 (c) (3)  
not-for-profit organization. 

We do not receive funds from Relay for Life,  
the Avon Walk, Making Strides, Susan G. Komen,  

or any other national cancer organization.



September 16 - September 22, 2014 The Putnam Examiner16

Rocco 
DiSpirito 

Graham 
Elliot

Jacques 
Torres

FOR TICKETS & INFO
www.Sowefwf.com

Scheduled to Appear
Rocco DiSpirito 
Graham Elliot
Jacques Torres
Scotto Family (Fresco)           
Dan Amatuzzi 
& Nick Coleman (Eataly)

Saturday, 
September 20th

Grand Culinary Village, Grand Culinary Village, 
including BBQ/Grilling Plaza,including BBQ/Grilling Plaza,
Mrs. Greens Healthy Mrs. Greens Healthy 
Eating Pavilion, 
Food Trucks & Concert Concert
Harbor Island Park, Harbor Island Park, Mamaroneck, NY

Friday, 
September 19th

Best Chef Battle
Watch these chefs in
a culinary battle!
Rocco DiSpirito, 
Graham Elliot, Franklin 
Becker, & Dave DiBari
White Plains, NY

Sunday, 
September 21st

Wilson Wilson & Son Jewelers 
Grand Tasting Village,Grand Tasting Village,
Mrs. Greens Healthy Mrs. Greens Healthy 
Eating PavilionEating Pavilion
Scarsdale, NYScarsdale, NY

Facebook.com/SoWeFoodFest  
Twitter/Instagram @SoWeFoodFest

Presenting Sponsors
WFAS

Wine Enthusiast MagazineWine Enthusiast Magazine
Hometown MediaHometown Media

Media Partners

Free admission Saturday & Sunday 
Fully Tented for RAIN or SHINE

JJ Johnson (The Cecil)
Kamal Grant (Sublime Doughnuts)
Rafael Palomino (Palomino Restaurant)
Dave DiBari (The Cookery)                
Sam Talbot (The Surf Lodge) 
Franklin Becker (Brasserie)

Beneficiaries

It happens at 
every social and 
economic level. 
Be it our ego, 
avarice or quest 
for a great deal, we 
can find ourselves 
attempting to 
acquire an object 
simply for the joy of 

ownership.
Over centuries, many opportunistic 

individuals have taken advantage of our 
weakness, attempting to capitalize on it 
for their personal gain. Wine has been an 
object of desire for all those centuries. At 
times to the benefit of consumers, at other 
times to their detriment.

I’ve reported on a number of scams 
involving counterfeit wines and adulterated 
wines. Each time a willing and gullible 
buyer has fallen victim to a clever criminal. 
Just last month I reported on the first wine 
counterfeiter to be prosecuted 
and convicted. Rudy 

Kurniawan was convicted of 
falsely labeling cheap wine with 
high end labels, in the process 
scamming several of the 
wealthiest wine investors 
around the world. 

Last week I read of 
another attempt to scam 
wine buyers, this time with a 

twist. Rather than focus on 
a small circle of high-end 
collectors, a scam artist was 
intent on channeling his 
plot to ultimately exploit a 
lower tier of wine buyers: 
those obsessed with a 
particular wine from a 
particular region. In this instance the 
culprit engaged legitimate wine producers 
who were unwittingly purchasing cheap 
wines, ultimately to be labeled and 
marketed as fine Brunello di Montalcino 
wine and its sibling, Rosso di Montalcino. 

Often considered the top Italian wines 
and highly regarded by consumers in the 
United States, Brunello di Montalcino 
wines, produced from a hybrid of the 
Sangiovese grape, are grown and produced 
on the slopes of the medieval Tuscan 
hilltop town of Montalcino, near Sienna. 
Strict local regulations insure consistency 
and high quality wines. The local Brunello 
consortium controls all aspects of grape 
growing and winemaking. Comprised of 
local producers, it acts as a self-regulatory 

association supplementing the 
national regulations.

Production of Brunellos is a 
long, tedious process, requiring 
many hours of nurturing and 

many years of aging before 
release. For these reasons 
Brunellos command a 

relatively high price for 
Italian wines--$45 to several 
hundred dollars. The 
producers have historically 
been a tight-knit group, 
which while competitive, 
are known for protecting 
each other’s interests. 

Under the guise of authenticity and 
banking on the gullibility of his fellow 
producers, an unnamed local wine 
consultant known to many producers in the 
Montalcino consortium sold them cheap 
wine from 2011 to 2013. He advanced 
the efficacy of the wine by playing off his 
relationship with the producers, stealing 
official seals and then hacking into winery 
and government records, pilfering the 
sophisticated authenticity tags and serial 
numbers that helped perpetuate his fraud. 
While hacking these data bases he also 
attempted to transfer about $500,000 from 
several producers’ bank accounts. 

Apparently, his advanced knowledge 
of wine and financial technology proved 
irresistible in converting him to a 
common criminal. But as often occurs in 
the underground of illegitimacy, his plot 
was foiled. Barrels of wine containing 
the equivalent of 220,000 bottles were 
confiscated last week after a suspicious 
producer notified local authorities. Italian 
police determined that had the plot 
succeeded the culprit’s low quality wine–

much of it already bottled and awaiting 
shipment to international markets--could 
have resulted in a profit of up to $5 million.                

The culprit’s ruse was discovered, 
but not before the wines were in the 
distribution channels. One has to wonder 
when the next inside job will be foisted on 
unsuspecting and gullible producers and 
consumers. 

Note: The penning of this column 
marks my seventh anniversary and 364th 
consecutive weekly wine column for 

Examiner Media. Many thanks for your 
support and the support of Adam Stone 
and Martin Wilbur of The Examiner for 
these rewarding seven years. I hope you 
have enjoyed reading these columns as 
much as I have enjoyed creating them. It 
has truly been a labor of love, as I draw my 
inspiration from each of you.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
By Nick Antonaccio

Counterfeit Italian Wine for the Masses is Thwarted

‘And an Anniversary 
for this column’
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In celebration of International Literacy 
Day, over 326 third grade students 
throughout the Carmel Central School 
District received a copy of The Best 
Dictionary for Students, donated by the 
Rotary Club of Carmel.

“This is the eighth year that the Rotary 
has participated in ‘The Dictionary 
Project,’” explained Rotary president 
Kathleen Valletta. The goal of the project 
is to assist all students in becoming good 
writers, active readers, and creative 
thinkers by providing them with their 
own personal dictionary. 

Rotary International is a worldwide 
volunteer service organization with 
millions of members and thousands of 
projects. The organization is committed 
to education. 

Members of the Rotary Club of Carmel 
plan to visit children in their classrooms 
in March of 2015, as this is Rotary Literacy 
Month. Valletta said, “We will continue 
to be a resource to teachers and to help 
children on their path to excellence.”

Rotary Club of Carmel Promotes Literacy with Dictionary Donation

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

Pictured: Kent Primary School principal Tarkan Ceng, Rotary president Kathleen Valletta, Kent Primary 
School third grade students Jake Meissner, Emily Gnerre, Megan Weiner, Delaney Lowndes, Peter 
LoPiccolo, and Rotary treasurer Charles Stein (photo courtesy of  Dorothy Cooley)

Small NewS iS 
BiG NewS

advertising@
theexaminernews.com

Advertise in 
The Examiner. 
Call 864-0878 today!

get 
NOTICED!

Advertise in
The Putnam

Examiner
Call 914-864-0878 today!

Small NewS iS BiG NewS 
advertising@theexaminernews.com
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Skilled and experienced nurses 
at the Putnam County Department 
of Health are ready to administer 
countless flu vaccinations this season 
at three fall flu clinics. Getting 
vaccinated as early as possible has 
advantages since it takes about two 
weeks for antibodies to develop 
and provide protection. The first 
flu vaccination clinic is Monday, 
September 22 from 2 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m. at the Carmel Fire Department, 
Route 52 and Vink Drive in Carmel. 
A second clinic will be held at the 
Garrison Fire Department, 1616 
Route 9, on Wednesday, October 
8 from 2 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.; a third 
is scheduled at the Carmel Fire 
Department on Monday, October 20, 
again from 2 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Please 
check the flu hot line, 845-808-1390, 
on clinic day to confirm.

The clinics are open to all Putnam 
County residents 18 years of age and 
older. The fee for flu vaccine is $25 

for residents under 60 years of age. 
Those 60 years and older, or with a 
Medicare card, can receive the vaccine 
free of charge. High-dose flu vaccine 
is being offered for seniors, aged 
65 years and older (as studies show 
this vaccine is more effective for this 
population). Pneumonia vaccine will 
also be available free for residents 65 
years and older. Younger residents 
who are smokers or have a history of 
asthma are at risk for pneumonia and 
should be vaccinated. A $75 fee and 
proof of residency (driver’s license) 
are required.

Appointments are not necessary, 
but a signed consent form is required. 
Forms will be available online at the 
Putnam County website. In order 
to streamline the onsite process, 
people are encouraged to download 
the forms, complete them and bring 
them to the clinic. Forms will also be 
available at the clinic. 

Flu vaccination will also be offered 

by the Health Department in all 
school districts this fall for students 
and staff. Check your school calendar 
or the school nurse for details. 

The Health Department’s mission 
is to improve and protect the health 
of the Putnam County community, 
composed of nearly 100,000 residents. 
Core services include community 
health assessment, disease 

surveillance and control, emergency 
preparedness, environmental health 
protection, family health promotion 
and health education. For more 
information, please visit our website 
at www.putnamcountyny.com ; or visit 
our social media sites on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/putnamhealth  
and Twitter @PutnamHealthNY.

Crossword Answers

At approximately 1:13 pm on Sunday, 
September 7, 2014, the Putnam County 
SPCA Humane Law Enforcement 
Department responded to the Mobil 
Gas Station parking lot at 102 Route 6 
in Mahopac in regards to a call of what 
appeared to be two dead roosters in a 
cardboard box. Upon investigation, 
SPCA officers found two large chickens, 
both dead in a card board box. Also 
found with the chickens were candles 
and what appeared to be two hearts 
and one liver. The chickens and organs 
were brought to a Veterinarian who 
confirmed that both of the chicken’s 
necks had been broken. One heart and 
liver found are believed to be from one 
of the chickens. The other heart was 
larger and believed to be that of a small 
mammal, possibly a baby goat.

It appears that the animals were part 
of animal mutilation that took place 
at another location and then dumped 

in the Mobil Gas Station Parking Lot. 
Although the possibility exists, there 
are currently no links connecting 
this incident to recent incidents in 
Westchester.

Anyone with information in regards 
to who might have killed these animals 
and dumped them in the parking lot is 
asked to contact the Putnam County 
SPCA.

Calls will remain confidential 
– Putnam County SPCA 24 Hour 
Hotline – 845-520-6915 Website – 
www.spcaputnam.org

The Putnam County SPCA is a 
501(c)3 corporation which receives no 
funding from any government agency 
or the ASPCA. Our mission is to prevent 
cruelty to all animals by enforcing the 
NYS cruelty statutes by our countywide 
humane law enforcement department, 
providing medical care and shelter 
to abused animals and providing 
Humane Education to schools and 
other interested groups. We exist 
solely on donations of supporters who 
care about animals and how they are 
treated. Given law enforcement powers 
by the State of New York, the Putnam 
County SPCA responds to calls of 
suspected animal cruelty throughout 
Putnam County.

Two Large Chickens Found Dead, Mutilated in Mahopac

Health Department Schedules Three Flu Clinics; First Set for September 22

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

What's hot this week at Somers Custom Framing?
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The Paramount will be hosting a day 
and night of classics on September 20th.  
The night begins with a vintage car rally 
and an accappella singing competition 
with Brown street closed

to traffic to host the activities. Legendary 
Fitzie’s  Fork in the Road gourmet  food 
truck will be on hand with refreshment.  
The evening culminates with an all star 
classic line up including : 
Shirley Alston Reeves/ original lead of THE 
SHIRELLES:

Certified legend, Co founder and 
original lead singer of one of the most 
famous female singing group Music 
history and members of THE ROCK & 
ROLL HALL OF FAME, Shirley and the 
SHIRELLES seamlessly bridged doo wop 
and uptownNew York pop-soul music. 
The group projected a beguiling mixture 
of tenderness and innocence that was 
grounded in R&B as much as pop/rock. 
The Shirelles became known throughout 
the world when they placed six singles in 
the Top Ten, and their songs have become 
classics while being covered by many 
artists, even the Beatles.  Even a recent 
Broadway musical was written about her 
and her group.

Will You Still Love Me Tomorrow, 
Mama Said, Tonight’s The Night”, Baby It’s 
You, This Is Dedicated To The One I Love, 
Foolish Little Girl, and the 5 million seller, 
Soldier Boy.

Randy & The RAINBOWS featuring Randy 
Safuto

The sounds of Randy & The RAINBOWS 
featuring Randy Safuto started back in 
1959 when they sang under the name of 
the “Dialtones” with a local “Til I Heard 
From You”.  In 1963 Dom Randy Safuto 
formed Randy & the Rainbows with his 
brother Frank and in a few months had a 
huge hit record, “Denise”, which sold three 
million copies.  In 1964 they followed up 
with “Why Do Kids Grow Up”, which sold 
another million.  Their recordings kept 
them busy touring for the entire decade.  

Over the years they’ve recorded albums 
of Four Seasons songs, holiday songs and 
various popular hits.  Now, years later, and 
they are “…musically sharper than ever…”  
They specialize in effective medleys and 
harmonies, which is why in 1998 the group 
was inducted into the Vocal Group Hall of 
Fame.  Denise, Why Do Kids Grow Up. 
The Legendary TEENAGERS

It’s safe to say that no vocal group 
of the fifties represented more of a 
turning point in pop music than THE 
LEGENDARY TEENAGERS.  Their music 
has underscored countless movies and TV 
commercials and influenced artists from 
Michael Jackson to Billy Joel in addition 
to an entire generation of vocal groups.. 
The nucleus of the group is now and has 
always been Jimmy Merchant and founder, 
Herman Santiago.  The group keeps the 
same key ingredients that turned rock 
and roll on it’s ear when they started with 
the exuberance of youthful singer Frankie 

Lymon:  Dynamic harmonies and dazzling 
moves.

Why Do Fools Fall In Love, Goody 
Goody, ABC’s Of Love, I Promise To 
Remember, I Want You To Be My Girl…
THE ENCOUNTERS:

“…They’re an echo of old Brooklyn 
comin’ right back atcha. This doo-wop 
group lives up to the declaration on the 
first page of its Web site: “The Encounters 
will bring you back to a street corner in 
Brooklyn, where the group originated 
in 1963. 45 years later when you to them 
you’ll see and hear the guys you saw all 
New York as a kid, singing in subway 
stations, in apartment-building hallways, 
under lampposts, chasing an echo, or 
snapping their fingers and harmonizing in 
front of swooning girls….”

Tickets range from $35 -$55 and can 
be purchased 24/7  via the boxoffice at 
paramounthudsonvalley.com or over the 
phone at 914-739-0039.

Participating in the Collings Foundation’s 
Wings of Freedom Tour, the Boeing B-17 
Flying Fortress “Nine O Nine” World War II 
heavy bomber, consolidated B-24 Liberator 
“Witchcraft” World War II heavy bomber 
and P-51 Mustang fighter, will fly into 
Westchester County Airport for a visit from 
Sept 24 through Sept. 28. 

This is a rare opportunity to visit, explore 
and learn more about these unique and rare 
treasures of aviation history. The B-17 is one 
of only eight in flying condition in the United 
States. (The B-24J and Full Dual Control 
P-51C Mustang are the sole remaining 
examples of their type flying in the world.) 
Visitors are invited to explore the aircraft 
inside and out.

The Wings of Freedom Tour will arrive 
at Westchester County Airport at 2 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Sept. 24 and will be on display 
at MillionAir at Westchester County Airport, 
located at 136 Tower Rd., Hangar M, until 
the aircraft departs on Sunday, Sept. 28 after 
5 p.m. Hours of ground tours and display are 
2 to 5 p.m. on Sept. 24 and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. for 
the remainder of the stay. 

The tour is $12 for adults and $6 for 
children under 12. World War II veterans 
can tour the aircraft at no cost. There are 
discounted rates for school groups. Visitors 
may also experience the once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to  take a 30-minute flight 
aboard these rare aircraft. Flights on either 
the B-17 or B-24 are $450 per person. 
P-51 flights are $2,200 for a half hour and 
$3,200 for a full hour. The 30-minute flight 
experiences are typically scheduled before 
and after the ground tour times above.

The Wings of Freedom Tour travels the 
nation as a flying tribute to the flight crews 
who flew them, the ground crews who 
maintained them, the workers who built 

them, the soldiers, sailors and airmen they 
helped protect and the citizens and families 
that share the freedom that they helped 
preserve. 

The B-17 and B-24 were the backbone of 
the American effort during the war and were 
famous for being able to sustain damage and 
still accomplish the mission. Despite the risks 
of anti-aircraft fire, attacking enemy fighters 
and the harrowing environment of subzero 
temperatures, many B-17s and B-24s safely 
brought their crews home. 

The P-51 Mustang was affectionately 
known as the bombers “Little Friend,” saving 
countless crews from attacking Axis fighters. 
After the war, many aircraft were scrapped 
for their raw aluminum to rebuild a nation in 
post-war prosperity and, therefore, very few 
were spared. 

The rarity of the B-17, B-24 and P-51 and 
the importance of telling the story of World 
War II is why the Collings Foundation 
continues to fly and display the aircraft 
nationwide. At each location, local veterans 
and their families are encouraged to visit 
and share their experiences and stories with 
the public. For aviation enthusiasts, the tour 
provides an opportunity for the museum to 
come to the visitor. Visitors can find out more 
by visiting www.collingsfoundation.org.

For more information or reservations on 
flight experiences, call 800-568-8924. The 
Collings Foundation is a 501c3 nonprofit 
educational foundation devoted to organizing 
“living history” events that allow people to 
learn more about their heritage and history 
through direct participation. The nationwide 
Wings of Freedom Tour is celebrating its 25th 
year and visits an average of 110 cities in more 
than 35 states annually. Since its start, tens of 
millions of people have seen the B-17, B-24 
and P-51 displayed. 

Doo Wopp Festival September 20 at the Paramount Hudson Valley

World War II Aircraft on Display at 
Westchester County Airport Sept. 24-28
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By Jerry Eimbinder
Brunch service will return to Red 

Hat on the River in Irvington on 
Sunday, October 5, 2014, and continue 
until June, 2015. Table service will be 
available both inside the restaurant 
and on the patio, weather permitting.

“Our Sunday brunch will return 
with seasonal changes including a 
sweet potato-pecan salad,” General 
Manager Ben O’Connell said.

“One of the most popular items 
on the brunch menu is the brioche 
French toast,” O’Connell said. Red 
Hat’s French toast is served with 
crispy breakfast potatoes, sweet 
cinnamon butter and fruit compote, 
and is accompanied by Crown 
organic maple syrup supplied by 
Madava Farms in Dutchess County, 
New York.

The most popular brunch beverages 
are Bloody Mary’s made with freshly 
grated horseradish and a sparkling 
Portuguese white wine called Vinho 
Verde.

A Kingston, NY farm is a new 
source for bacon. “Their natural 
cured smoked bacon is meatier than 
most other bacon,” O’Connell said. 

The brunch menu also includes:
1. Eggs Benedict (Norwegian 

or Florentine). Two poached eggs 
with hollandaise sauce and a choice 
of Canadian bacon, spinach or 
Norwegian salmon

2. Omelets 
3. “Italian” bacon, egg and cheese 

sandwich. Frittata made with kale 
and fontina cheese on ciabatta

4. Pastries. From the Balthazar 
Bakery

Dishes on the restaurant’s regular 

Brasserie menu are also available 
at brunch and include salads, 
sandwiches and burgers.

Sunday brunch is served from 
11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Dinner service 
on Sundays begins at 5 p.m.

The restaurant has two dining 
levels, patio seating about 50 feet 
from the water’s edge, and a rooftop 
cocktail lounge. 

It was originally a bistro opened 
in June, 2003 by Mary Beth Dooley 
and Jim Parker at 63 Main Street 

in Irvington. Red Hat on the River 
opened in October, 2007 after ten 
months of extensive renovation. The 
brick structure, built more than 100 
years ago, once housed the boiler room 
for the Lord & Burnham company 
factories. Lord & Burnham was a 
prominent builder of greenhouses 
and public conservatories. 

Red Hat on the River is at One Bridge 
Street, Irvington, NY 10533,www.
redhatontheriver.com, 914-591-5888.

By Jerry Eimbinder
An eight-lesson series that acquaints 

little kids with food preparation will 
be conducted at Stone Barns Center 
for Food and Agriculture in Pocantico 
Hills, in early October. Called “Little 
Cooks and Gardeners” the course 
is intended for children, 3-to-5-
years old; it covers both hands-on 
harvesting and how-to-cook simple 
seasonal dishes. To participate, a child 
must be accompanied by an adult.

The menu was still in preparation 
as this issue went to press but a Stone 
Barns Center representative said that 
in previous years, farm tacos, kale 
salad and eggs-and-greens soup were 

among the dishes covered. The eggs 
are collected from an on-premises 
chicken coop.

The course is available on 
Wednesdays (starting October 
1, 2014) from 2 to 3 p.m. and on 
Thursdays (starting October 2, 2014) 
either from 11 a.m. to noon or from 2 
to 3 p.m. The registration cost is $200.

Other courses and activities to be 
offered in October include:

1. Foraging for wild edibles (led by 
Laura Perkins) 

2. Basics of composting (conducted 
by Sarah Groat) 

3. Growing vegetables in your 
backyard and saving seed (taught by 

Jack  Algiere) 
4. Butchering and cooking a pig 

(conducted by Jose Marquicio) 
5. Tours of the grounds and facilities 
In addition, a festival called 

“Harvest Fest” will be held on Sunday, 
October 5, 2014 from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. It includes live music, hayrides, 
farm food demonstrations, a farmerʼs 
market and other events.Tickets cost 
$40 for adults and $20 for children, 
ages 2 to 14.

Classes at the Center are conducted 
under the supervision of Jennifer 
Rothman, Director of Education for 
the Stone Barns Center for Food and 
Agriculture. Previously, she was Vice 
President for Children’s and Public

Education at The New York 
Botanical Garden and was responsible 
for programming attended by over 

90,000 school children and 250,000 
children and families annually. 
Earlier in her career, Rothman was 
the Education Director and Interim 
Director at the Palo Alto Junior 
Museum and Zoo, and she was 
the Education Coordinator at the 
Aquarium of the Bay. She holds a B.A. 
degree in Biology and Environmental 
Science from Colby College and 
received an M.A. in Museum Studies 
from John F. Kennedy University.

More information about Harvest 
Fest is available at http:// www.
stonebarnscenter.org/visit/whats-
going-on/index.html.

The Stone Barns Center for Food & 
Agriculture is located at 630 Bedford 
Road, Pocantico Hills, NY 10591, 914-
366 6200, www.stonebarnscenter.org.

Red Hat on the River Will Bring Back Sunday Brunch in October

Stone Barns Center to Offer Cooking Classes for Kids in October
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Ongoing
In-Stitches Knitting Club at Reed 

Library (845-225-2439).  Wednesday 
mornings 10:30 a.m. to noon and Thursday 
evenings 6:30 p.m. to 8 pm.  Beginners and 
experienced knitters and crocheters are 
welcomed in this fun and friendly group.  

Brewster Famers’ Market: The 2014 
Market is scheduled to run through Sat. 
11/22, Wednesday’s and Saturday’s, 9 a.m.-
2 p.m., rain or shine, at the same location, 
208 East Main St. (Rtes 6 X 202 & 22 at the 
bottom of Peaceable Hill Rd.) in the Village 
of Brewster. We are still participating in 
the NYS Dept. of Agriculture Farmers 
Market Nutrition Program, accepting WIC 
and SNP checks (good from July through 
November). We hope to see you soon @ 
Brewster Farmers’ Market (Sponsored by 
CBB, Inc.) 
Cancer Support: 

Cancer Support Available: Support 
Connection, Inc., a not-for profit 
organization that provides free, confidential 
support services for people affected by 
breast and ovarian cancer, offers a wide 
range of free support groups women with 
breast and ovarian cancer. Groups focus 
on topics pertaining to living with cancer 
through all stages of diagnosis, treatment 
and post-treatment. They are offered in 
Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess, and 
by toll-free teleconference. For a complete 
calendar of groups at all locations, visit 
www.supportconnection.org. Advance 
registration is required for all groups; call 
914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.
Save the Date: 
Wednesday, September, 24

The Reform Temple of Putnam 
Valley’s new spiritual leaders, Rabbis Steve 
Altarescu and Laurie Levy, will be joined by 
Cantor Howard Kilik, Accompanist Cary 
Brown and the Reform Temple of Putnam 
Valley (RTPV) Choir as they lead a spiritual 
journey through prayer, song and reflection 
during the High Holy Days, – September 
24 through October 4.  The RTPV extends 
an invitation to all who wish to participate, 
noting that first time guests are encouraged 
to attend and may request complimentary 
tickets. Services will be held at the temple 
at 362 Church Road, Putnam Valley NY 
10579.  Ticket information and a schedule 
of services for Rosh Hashanah, beginning 
at 8 p.m. September 24, and Yom Kippur, 
beginning at 8pm October 3 with Kol Nidre, 
are available at www.rtpv.org.  Questions 
may be directed to RTPV at (845) 528-4774 
or via email at highholydays@rtpv.org.  
September 27 

Family Fun Day: Join us for a day filled 
with fun and family!  Lisa’s Warriors are 
hosting a family fun day to raise money 
for a cure for blood cancers.  All of the 
money raised at this event will be given 
directly to the Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society to fund their research and support 
for families battling blood cancers.  Help 

us make someday today!Noon- 5-on-5 
Basketball Tournament 4:30 p.m.- Meet 
and greet with some exotic animals 7:30 
p.m.- Children’s movie on outdoor big 
screen  with refreshments available At 
noon we will start a 5-on-5 basketball 
tournament.  Players must be 18 years of 
age or older.  The tournament cost is $20 
per player upon arrival/check-in.  If you 
would like to register a team please email 
stephaniedutra937@yahoo.com with your 
team name along with all players names 
and ages.  The first 8 teams will have priority 
then any team after will be held on reserve 
until we reach a total 16 teams.  The winning 
team will receive a cash prize.  We will 
have field games and activities for children 
during the tournament.  We are asking for a 
minimum donation of $5 per person.  
Sunday, October 19

4th Annual Crafts for a Cure 
Fundraiser: Raising money/awareness 
to help battle pediatric blood cancers.  1 
p.m. to 4 p.m. at the Mahopac Firehouse 
on Route 6 at Croton Falls Road.  Crafts 
for a Cure is a family-friendly event that 
features a variety of craft tables, Mini iPad 
raffle and a silent auction. Last year we 
were thrilled to raise just under $10,000 
for pediatric blood cancer research and the 
Bone Marrow Registry. To be a part of this 
year’s event, there are several ways you can 
contribute: -$150 to sponsor a craft table. 
Have your name of your business, group 
or family displayed on the table & add a 
coupon, flyer or business card to the bags 
that each kid receives at the event.-Donate 
an item, such as a gift certificate for goods 
or services, or a gift basket and it will go 
into our silent auction.  The deadline for 
donations is October 12. Checks should be 
made payable to: Five For Fighting Inc.  Or 
you can visit the Five For Fighting webpage 
at fiveforfighting.org.
Tuesday, September 16 

Demystifying the SAT and ACT Tuesday 
September 16 from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
at Reed Library. Covered in the workshop:  
Understanding the difference between the 
SAT and ACT, experience sample questions 
from each test, learn test-taking strategies, 
identify the qualities of an effective SAT/
ACT program.  Call the library to register, 
845-225-2439.

The Communities of Mahopac Falls 
& Mahopac Mines: 7 p.m. A multi-media 
talk presented by Greg Amato and Eugene 
Boesch. Co-sponsored by the Town of 
Carmel Historical Society and Mahopac 
Public Library; videography by Brian 
Vangor. Discover the businesses and historic 
structures that endured in Mahopac. during 
the 1850s through the 1950s.Registration is 
required.  Register for Historic Mahopac, or 
call 845-628-2009, ext 100.
Wednesday, September 17 

Patterson History Project: Patterson 
Library, 1167 Rte. 311 Patterson, NY: 
“Patterson History Project” Wednesday 

August 20 at 7 p.m. and September 17 at 
1 p.m. Join us for this great ongoing local 
history project! Learn how to research 
local history using online land records. 
Come share your knowledge and memories 
to help the Patterson Historical Society 
identify maps, photos and documents 
and bring your own items and have them 
recorded in this project. Feel free to bring 
your laptop to follow along! Registration 
preferred, walk-ins welcome if space allows. 
To register or for more information, visit 
us online at www.pattersonlibrary.org and 
click on calendar or call 845-878-6121 x10. 
Free program.
Thursday, September 18 

Teen Players Bring Drama and Comedy 
to Mahopac Library. Mahopac, NY.  Are 
you a natural born entertainer? Do you 
like to act, sing or just enjoy performing 
in front of an audience?  Mahopac Public 
Library’s Teen Players is where you belong!  
Join this group of middle and high school 
students who get together weekly to learn 
about acting, performing, and working 
together to bring a play to life! Registration 
is required; register with a $25 materials 
fee at the Library’s Information Desk.  The 
Teen Players meet at Mahopac Library 
every Thursday from 2:30 p.m.-4 pm; the 
first meeting is September 18.  Students can 
take a bus from the middle or high school 
to the Library where they meet with Gail 
Perillo, the director and coordinator of this 
group.  They will review a production script, 
learn their lines, and then perform before 
a live audience in the Library and at other 
locations in the community.   Recently, the 
Teen Players presented “10 Ways to Survive 
a Zombie Apocalypse,” a play about a group 
of people surviving zombie attacks. The 
story was told with humor, and the inventive 
costumes added to the entertaining story.  
This is one of many productions that 
engages teens in the dramatic arts in a fun 
and playful way.  Friendships are formed, 
stories are told, and audiences are delighted 
by the well-crafted productions!  For further 
information about the Teen Players, contact 
Gail Perillo at 845-628-2009, ext 136

The Tri-State IBM Retirees Club will 
hold their September meeting on Thursday, 
Sept 18, at 1:30 p.m. in the meeting hall 
of the United Methodist Church, 1176 E. 
Main Street, Shrub Oak, NY. This meeting 
has been moved up one week due to the 
religious holiday on the fourth Thursday.  
The expected speaker is a nutritionist from 
Hudson Valley Hospital Center Dietary 
Dept.  Refreshments and sign-in at 1 p.m.  
New members welcome.  Information:(914) 
528-5916.

Understanding Medicare Coverage: 
Patterson Library, 1167 Rte. 311 Patterson: 
“Understanding Medicare Coverage” 
Thursday September 18 at 1 p,m. Bernadette 
Pacific, of Medi-Claims Specialist, discusses 
important details you need to know about 
Medicare. Learn about the changes in the 

Medicare system, Part A & B coverage, costs 
and how Medicare works with supplemental 
insurance. There will be a Q&A period 
at the end of the workshop. Registration 
required, space is limited. To register or for 
more information, visit us online at www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click on calendar 
or call 845-878-6121 x10. Free program. 
Saturday, September 20

Paws for a Cause! Professional Pet 
Portraits to raise money for the Putnam 
Humane Society in loving memory of 6 
year old Annaliese Saitta.10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
This fundraiser held at 311 Drewville Road 
in Carmel, will feature professional pet 
portraits, dog training presentation, raffles, 
gifts, prizes and more.

Mahopac Knights of Columbus 
presents Elvis Tribute 2. Join Elvis Tribute 
artist, Patrick Perone for a night of music 
by the King. 8 p.m. 161 East Lake Bvd. 
Mahopac. $20 per person, includes light 
fare/ desserts/coffee. Call Mike at 914-837-
2368 for tickets or visit our website http://
www.mahopacknights.org/elvis-tribute-2.
html

Tony Delauro’s New York Doo Wopp 
Show : Date(s)/Time(s): 9/20/2014, Festival 
starts at 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Concert begins at 
8 p.m., Description:There will be a festival 
from 4 p.m.-8 p.m. featuring Fitzy’s Food 
Truck, a classic car show, an A Capella 
singing competition and a concert at 8 
p.m. featuring Shirley Alston Reeves/ 
original lead of The Shirelles, Randy & 
The Rainbows featuring Randy Safuto, The 
Legendary Teenagers , and The Encounters.

Reed Library Family Fun Day 
Celebration. Noon to 3 p.m. on the 
grounds of the Gilead Presbyterian Church.  
Join us for an afternoon of old-time carnival 
games, crafts, face painting, entertainment, 
book sale and more!  12:30 p.m. Jackie the 
Magician, 1:30 p.m. Llamas Visit.

Asperger’s Author to Speak at Mahopac 
Library: Author, speaker, and autism 
advocate Jesse A Saperstein knows a lot 
about living with Asperger’s.  Diagnosed at 
the age of 14, Jesse has struggled, triumphed 
and inspired.  Along the road to adulthood 
he has learned many lessons the hard 
way.  His new book, “Getting a Life with 
Asperger’s: Lessons Learned on the Bumpy 
Road to Adulthood” will enlighten and 
inform those on the autism spectrum and 
others interested in learning more about 
this syndrome. Jesse will talk about his new 
book, and about living with Asperger’s, at 
Mahopac Public Library. 11 a.m.  Copies 
of “Getting a Life with Asperger’s” will be 
available for purchase ($20) and can be 
signed by the author at this event. Jesse’s talk 
is co-sponsored by Putnam Independent 
Living Services and Putnam ARC (PARC); 
Mahopac Library is home to the Hudson 
Valley Autism Resource Center which was 
established several years ago in cooperation 
with PARC.

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks 

prior to your event and include the words “Happenings 
Calendar Submission” in your email subject line. Entries 

should be sent to Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.
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September 16-  September 22, 2014                                                                                     SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                                                                                                        SPORTS SECTION

Carmel’s Tiffany Horn (L) makes a solid defensive play on Mahopac’s Mikaela DiBello, but the Indians proved too much in the second half, snapping a scoreless 
halftime tie and securing a 3-1 win over the host Rams last Wednesday at George Fischer Middle School... see Field Hockey Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Mahopac 
Blows 
Horn on 
Carmel, 
3-1
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Yorktown Tops Somers, Spins Class A Picture out of Focus
Mahopac Loses Heartbreaker at Jay EF; Carmel Trims Ossining
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Yorktown High’s Morgan Peters, Joey 
Costella, Richie Campanaro, Steven Veteri 
and Joey Blume have probably never seen 
their name in the lead of a football story, 
but that’s what happens when offensive 
line mates crush the vaunted Somers 5-2 
defense the way these five did in host 
Yorktown’s decisive 21-7 victory over 
two-time defending Section 1 Class A 
champion Somers last Friday night at 
Charlie Murphy Field. 

The quintet were the primary reason 
why Yorktown (2-0) junior RB Nick 
Santavicca was able to churn out 170 yards 
on 18 carries, including a five-yard game-
clinching, fourth-quarter TD to put the 
game out of reach, and a 55-yard jaunt to 
set up another.

“You want to know why I was able to 
do what I did today, look no further than 
those five guys,” Santavicca said, pointing 
in the direction of his big uglies, who 
paved a path for Yorktown to outgain 
Somers on the ground, 300-140. “They’re 
the reason. I’m nothing without them.”

Husker QB Ryan “Shake & Bakes” 
Baker scored two first-half TDs, providing 
Yorktown with a 14-7 halftime edge. Kid 
was like a cold-blooded assassin all night, 
reading and reacting with veteran savvy. 
Somers QB Nick Lombardo connected 
on a 28-yard scoring strike to WR Casey 
Lux for the lone Tusker score, and Somers 
Coach Tony DeMatteo didn’t mince words 
afterward.

“This is on me,” Section 1’s all-time 
winningest coach said. “Obviously, I didn’t 
have them ready for this because we were 
totally dominated in every phase of the 
game. Our backs are against the wall from 

here on out. We have to win out now.”
Two-way senior Tim Forbes (RB/

LB) excelled on both sides of the ball for 
Yorktown, grounding out 70 yards on the 
ground while moving the chains when 
called upon.

Forbes was a dictator on defense, along 
with Justin Vega, Mike Dedvukaj and Scott 
Weaver, who snared a sensational one-
handed diving interception in the second 
quarter to snuff out a Somers score. The 
Yorktown defense bottled up Somers (1-
1), including bullish FB Tim Fazzinga, 

who ran for 65 yards on 14 carries, but the 
Tuskers’ speedy stable of halfbacks were 
held to less than 3.0 yards per carry, which 
is pretty much unheard of.

Meanwhile, Santavicca, who has 
broke bread on occasion with Coach 
DeMatteo, had his coming out party 
against the man he calls Uncle Tony. 
Santavicca, the nephew of former two-
time NYS champion Yorktown coach Ron 
Santavicca, admitted it felt pretty good to 

beat the master at his game, with family 
and friends about.

“I have so much respect for him, but 
this is indescribable,” Nick Santavicca said 
of DeMatteo, who coached Nick’s father, 
Roger, and uncle at Roosevelt High in 
Yonkers.

The undersized yet speedy Baker took 
some big-time hits but bounced right 
back.

“This is what we expected, we expected a 
win,” said Baker, who scored on runs of 16 
and eight yards, respectively. “But it’s just 
one win in Week 2, we won’t be satisfied 
until we win that section title. We had a lot 
of momentum coming into this game and 
I felt good about it.  It’s awesome. We’ve 
been given no credit all year. Somers is a 
great team, they have great players, but we 
just came out with the win. Santavicca is a 
freak athlete and our line played absolutely 
great. Our line won us the game.”

Yorktown Coach Mike “House” 
Rescigno, a standout lineman at Carmel 
High and Hofstra U. back in the day, was 
quick to agree that the O-line was better 
than even he thought. 

“Coming into this year we weren’t sure 
what we would get out of our line,” said 
Rescigno. “We thought we might be little 
undersized, and Somers has a reputation 
of being weight-room kids, but what I 
know about team is that whatever they 
are, they’re going to work their tails off 
no matter what the situation is. They 
play for each other relentlessly and that 
what it’s all about here. Our linebackers 
and D-line played tough, too. We had a 
kid, Justin Vega, who had a death in his 
family, and he represented his grandfather 
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS

Class A Grid Notebook

continued next page

RAY GALLAGHER/ANDY JACOBS/ RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS

Grid Notebook

Husker RB Tim Forbes braces for hit from Somers DB Chris Abatecola and Matt Senzamici.
Yorktown QB Ryan Baker picks up a block from OL Steven Veteri (62) and outraces Tusker Joe Spor (3) 
for TD.

Somers RB Matt Morgante and the Tuskers could not get on track against Yorktown’s stifling run defense.
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 
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Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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in an unbelievable way, with full spirit in 
his heart. He anchored our defensive line. 
We talk about family here, and it’s no joke. 
We believe and we act the role and it’s just 
awesome. I couldn’t be more proud.”

Coach Mike felt similarly about his 
workhorse back, Santavicca.

“There was a lot of family history with 
Nicky and Coach D and we talked about 
before the game,” Rescigno said. “I told 
him ‘this is your time now, time to break 

out onto the varsity 
scene’; man, did he 
ever.”

A respectful 
Somers group will 
need to remember 
this loss, but put it in 
the past at the same 
time.

“Well, I’m hoping 
they recover,” 
DeMatteo said. 
“We got beat up 
pretty well tonight. 
It looked like they 
came to play and we 
didn’t. That’s on me. 
Yorktown is a great 
group of kids, and 
Nicky is not only a 
great player, he’s a 
great kid. He kind of 
carried them on his 
shoulders tonight.”

Santavicca now has 
231 rushing yards 
and two TDs on the 
season while Forbes 
has 184 yards and a 
touch. Baker has 101 

yards and two TD. If the trio continues at 
the current pace, Yorktown could be in 
line for its first sectional title since 1998, 
but September hasn’t even played out and 
no scribe can put the cart before the horse 
like this scribe. Do work!

BIG PROPS to @THE__CROP and 
“Make-Believe Jesus” for doing what they 
do best. It’s not easy to upstage @Tusker_
Nation, but me thinks The Crop did so last 
Friday…

LAKELAND (1-
1) sailed to a 34-18 
victory over HEN 
HUD (1-1), which 
was disappointing 
from the Sailors’ 
perspective.

When Sailor QB 
Ryan Tandy found 
Carson “Gronk” 
Jacobs for a first-half 
TD, it looked like 
the Sailors might 
make a game of this 
but Lakeland QB 
Anthony Capozzi 
and the pink-
clad Hornets shot 
back quickly with 
Capozzi’s dizzying 
TD run and his 
TD strike to Nick 
Vasquez… game, 
set and match. 
Lakeland’s “Pink-
Out” was for a great 
cause: Tackles for 
a Cure. (Frankie 
& Augies, Frank & 
Darren Barchella 
Landscaping, A&S Fine Foods of Jefferson 
Valley, Hobbs, Inc., Pied Piper & Bob-B-
Q’s helped fray the cost of the pink unis the 
Hornets wore).

PANAS is under everybody’s radar 
despite is recent two-year run of success 
and its current 2-0 start after the Panthers 
pulled off a 20-14 come-from-behind win 
over host Byram Hills last Saturday. QB 
Justin Lee (12 of 18, 189 yards) scored 
the go-ahead TD with :08 left and junior 

RB Joey DeLuca cracked 100 
yards for the first time in his 
career. Panas converted five 
different times on third/fourth-
and-long (once was actually 
fourth-and-30) and overcame a 
14-0 deficit. The Panas defense 
pitched a second-half shutout. 

This sets up a real hum-dinger 
between the host Panthers 
and visiting rival Lakeland 
this Friday (7:00 p.m.) when 
the Hornets look to avenge 
consecutive gut-wrenching 
losses to Panas.

BREWSTER (1-1) was on the 
wrong side of a 40-21 setback 
to John Jay CR (2-0), which has 
to be considered among the top 
three in Class A now. 
CLASS AA NOTES

MAHOPAC (1-1) trailed 
21-0 in the first quarter on the 
road at John Jay before rallying 
in the second half to make a 
game of it. The Indians fell 35-
28 despite having taken at 28-27 
lead after junior QB Dan Foley 
hit paydirt early in the third, 

his second TD of the day. Mahopac FB 
Max Littleton scored a 22-yard TD, which 
made it 21-14.

Mahopac has some work to do on its 
secondary, which got torched for four TD 
passes by Jay QB Ryan Schumacher, and 
special teams, which allowed an 84-yard 
kickoff return.

CARMEL hung on and prevailed for its 
first win, a 21-14 decision over OSSINING. 
Ossining’s Damani Harrison took a 61-
yard jaunt to the house for a 7-0 lead but 
Carmel (1-1) answered in the form of two 
Ross Hoffman field goals before Rams 
QB Joe Rodriguez found Ryan Sullivan 
for a 38-yard TD strike. Ossining’s Shea 
Holebrook took the ensuing kick 96 yards 
for a 14-13 lead, but just when it looked 
like the Pride (0-2) might get the last 
crack at victory, Carmel’s Chris Belmonte 
scooped up a 19-yard fumble return for 
the go-ahead score with just over 3:00 left.
NWE/Putnam Examiner Grid Poll

No.1 YORKTOWN (2-0) – In what 
has become a wide open Class A, why not 
Yorktown? Up Next; host Pearl River.

No.2 SOMERS (1-1) – Putting on the 
Somers jersey doesn’t automatically mean 
you get to win. Up Next; host Harrison.

No.3 MAHOPAC (1-1) – Shore up that 
secondary or be eliminated from playoffs 
yet again. Up Next; host Suffern

No.4 LAKELAND (1-1) – If the 
Hornets can’t beat Panas after all it lost to 
graduation, they may never do so again 
(tongue-in-cheek, here). Up Next; visit 
Panas.

No.4A PANAS (2-0) – Impressive 2-0 
start, but a W over Hornets would surely 
open eyes and garner the respect they so 
crave. Up next; host Lakeland.

Panas junior RB Joey DeLuca cracked the 100-yard mark in win over Byram 
Hills and continues to stake his claim as a legit Class A back.in 27-20 loss 
to Rye.

Panas QB Justin Lee has opened eyes with above-average play under enter 
during the Panthers’ 2-0 start.

Matt Balducci rushed for over 200 yards and 3 TDs and took another to the house on a kick return in Haldane’s 38-
10 win over Yonkers.
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By A.J. Martelli
Hendrick Hudson is off to one of the 

hotter starts on the boys’ soccer scene, the 
Sailors’ latest win coming last Wednesday 
at home against Panas. The Sailors and 
Panthers played evenly throughout, but it 
was Hen Hud who came out on top 1-0, 
picking up its fourth win of the season.

Sailors’ Head Coach Chris Cassidy 
liked the outcome, and knows his guys are 
pumped to be back to full-time action on 
the pitch.

 “I was happy with the result,” he said. 
“They really are excited to be back and 
every day they’re hungry to come and 
play.”

One of the hungriest players for the 
Sailors was Miguel “Miguelito Flow” 
Perez. With 11:40 to go in the first half, he 
was fed a pass by his brother Davíd, and 
slipped it past the keeper for the deciding 
goal. 

“They got the chemistry,” Cassidy said 
of the sibling scoring effort. “You can see 
they’ve been playing in the backyard for 
years. They don’t even look; they know 
exactly where they’re both going to be. It’s 
awesome.”

The Sailors also did a nice job 
dominating possession, keeping the ball 
in the Panthers’ zone and defending well 
in the midfield.

“It’s kind of funny – when we started 
preseason we graduated a couple 
defenders, so I didn’t know how our 
defense was going to be. I actually thought 
it was going to be a weakness, and it’s 
turned out to be really the strongest part 
of our team.

“Our midfield is also a clear strength; I 
think it stacks up against anybody in the 
section.” 

On Panas’ side, Coach Brendan Horton 
was a little upset that his boys couldn’t 
pick up a win, but saw a good overall 
performance nonetheless.

“It’s disappointing, I thought,” he said. 
“We played so well in the second half; came 
out a little flat in the beginning. I think we 
gave up a weak goal, but otherwise it was 
pretty even. We had some chances and 
couldn’t capitalize; we defended better 
in the second half, and we’ll just keep 
working every day and keep getting better 
as we move forward.” 

The Panthers created some opportunities 
late on corner kicks, but couldn’t convert, 
or get top scorers Matt Kelly and Rohan 
Rochester going offensively. Panas 
followed the loss to Hen Hud with a 5-0 
shutout loss at the hands of Fox Lane on 
Friday.

The Sailors (4-2), meanwhile, took 
OSSINING to the limit on Friday, but the 

Pride came up with a 2-1 win over Hen 
Hud in overtime. Ruben Cevallos had the 
golden goal for Ossining.

Defending Class C champion 
HALDANE picked up a pair of wins this 
week, beating PUTNAM VALLEY 1-0 in 
the final minute of overtime last Monday 
and taking a 1-0 win from Pawling this 
past Friday. In between the Arlington B 
team handed the Blue Devils a 1-0 loss by 
way of a penalty kick last Wednesday. 

Lead man Aidan Draper played the 
hero in both Haldane victories, netting 
the golden goal in the win over the Tigers 
and the decider in the Pawling game.

“We came away with a win, but it was a 

sloppy game,” Blue Devils 
boss Ahmed Dwidar said 
of the win over Pawling. 
To be honest, the team 
really hasn’t jelled yet; 
the newcomers and the 
older guys aren’t jelling 
together yet, but once we 
jell and play our game, 
we’ll look better for 
sectionals.”

Dwidar has been 
pleased with Draper’s 
recent dominance as key 
scorer, and mentioned 
how he’s been able to 
carry a lot of the load 
early on.

“Aidan knows that this 
is his year to shine,” he 
said. “He comes up big 
for us in crunch time, 
finishes goals. He really 

gets the job done as one of the top players 
in the section.”  

Haldane (3-3) has some important 
matches coming up at North Salem on 
Thursday and a rematch at home against 
Put Valley on Saturday morning.

“I think our intensity has been about 50 
percent, but once we get to 100 it’s going to 
be good,” Dwidar added. “Our schedule is 
tough, but we’re trying to get the team to 
jell and we’ll go from there.”

The SOMERS Tuskers have had to deal 
with postponements a lot lately. Their 
game against Yorktown last Wednesday 
was called off and their consolation match 
in the Yorktown tourney last weekend 
was additionally put on hold. The Tuskers 
finally got out onto the pitch this past 
Friday, and upset a strong Horace Greeley 
team, 2-1.

“We are thrilled to have beaten Greeley,” 
Somers Head Coach Chris Pietries said. 
“We know everyone considered us to be 
underdogs since the season began, and we 
were certainly considered the underdogs 
against Greeley – section finalists last 
year.”

In the first half, Nick Fierro knocked one 
in for the Tuskers on a corner kick handled 
by Gerald Maher. The Quakers tied it 1-1 
before the half, but when play resumed, 
Maher took a hard shot that rebounded 
out, and Colin Murphy finished it to put 
the Tuskers ahead for good. 

Kenny Kurtz was a stone wall in goal, 
making six saves.

“We knew that we would have to play 
a great game in order to achieve a win,” 
Pietries added. “Beating Greeley has 
proven to us that we really do have the 
ability to compete against any team that 

comes our way.”
The Tuskers (2-0-2) will get back at it 

this afternoon at BREWSTER – the Bears 
coming off a game of their own vs. Greeley 
last Wednesday, which ended in a 1-1 tie 
after double overtime.

LAKELAND only had one game 
on its schedule this week – a match at 
Middletown this past Saturday morning. 
The Hornets made it count, stinging 
their way to a 7-1 win. Johnny Denis 
was an absolute monster for Coach Tim 
Hourahan’s crew, finding the back of the 
net four times. Dhruv Girgenti (one goal, 
one assist), Matias Prando (one goal, one 
assist), Mike O’Driscoll one goal), and 
Devin Flanagan (one assist) each helped 
him out.

The Hornets have a full week ahead 
with games against Hen Hud (tonight), 
Ossining on Thursday, and a road game at 
Peekskill Saturday morning.

Hen Hud Sails Past Panthers off Feet of Perez Brothers
Draper Carries Haldane Past Put Valley, Pawling; Somers Stuns Greeley
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 
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Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Carmel’s Sebastian Lopez and the Rams had a rough 2nd half  in 6-1 
loss to John Jay EF. 

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS (PLEASE VISIT WWW.HVSP.
PHOTOS FOR SUPERB ACTION PHOTOS)

Haldane’s Peter Hoffmann makes his move on 
PV’s Nicholas Tortorella in Blue Devils’ OT win.

Brewster, 
Hazelwood Shines 
at Somers Invite

Brewster Junior Kevin Hazelwood ran 16:10 
to place 2nd place at the Washingtonville 
Invite a week ago and he snagged a third-
place finish (16:21.62) at the Somers Big 
Red Invitational last Saturday. The D-I race 
was filled with locals who excelled, including 
first-place finisher Sawyer Maher (16:09.93) 
of  Carmel and fourth-place teammate Benito 
Muniz (16:51.37). Brewster’s Mike Delfay 
(17:06.35) and Sean DeGaray(17:06.81) 
were 7th and 8th, helping to lead the Bears 
to a first-place finish. “This team is primed for 
a Section 1 title, and they put in a “monster” 
summer of  training,” Brewster Coach Joe 
Scelia said. “The goals are lofty this season.  
We work all year long to try to achieve these 
goals - the sky’s the limit if  we all give 100% 
every day.”

 RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO
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Mahopac High is hoping that this is the 
year it finds itself back in the Section 1 
Class A title game for the first time since 
that 2001 team found itself hoisting the 
NYS championship hardware in upstate 
New York for just the second time in 
Indian history. 

And so far, so good as the Indians paced 
themselves for what could be a tango for 
the title with a 3-0 whitewashing of host 
Carmel last Wednesday at George Fischer 
Middle School, where, in all honesty, no 
high school field hockey player should be 
forced to play.

In today’s day and age, field hockey on 
grass is like watching grass grow; it’s just 
not done much, and it’s not much fun. But 
the Indians and Rams were forced to do 
so last week while host Carmel puts the 
finishes touches on its upgraded turf and 
track facility at the high school.

After a scoreless first half, Mahopac 
saw Julia Stack (@ 27:09), Sarah Quarto 
(@ 24:57) and Jane Kasparian all score 
second-half goals, one assisted by Mikaela 
DiBello and Quarto set up the others. 
Mahopac’s Big 4 pushed the attack and set 
the tempo.

Carmel Jenna Castro scored on a 
penalty stroke, the only dent in Mahopac’s 
defensive armor.  Mahopac Goalkeepers 
Nicole Amerling (4 saves) and Lauren 
Colabattista (3 saves, 1 goal allowed on 
penalty stroke) stopped seven shots while 
Carmel’s Margaret O’Shaughnesy made 
three 3 saves.

In addition to the steady play of Quarto, 
DiBello, Kasparian and center back 
Sarah Lilley, the Indians are expecting 
continued efforts from back field player 

Alicja Kazmierowska, midfielder Shannon 
Girven and Julia Stack on attack.  

With 15 seniors on the roster, Coach 
Dona DiMaggio is expecting great 
things from all of them, including Kacie 
McDonough and Kelly Maxwell in the 
back field. Jenna Gray has shored up the 
midfield. On the front lines are Emily 
Westin, Tara Kirby and Fran Ferreira.

Despite a shocking opening-day 3-1 loss 
to Greeley, optimism remains high for the 
3-1 Indians, who should get on a nice roll 
now before a pair of mid-October tests 
from Lakeland (10/10) and Rye (10/15). 
How the Indians fare against those two 
Class B powers should be an indication 
of whether or not they have enough to 
knock off defending Class A champion 
Mamaroneck.

“We are looking forward to a rewarding 
and successful season,” DiMaggio said. 
“The girls realize that this will only occur 
if they continue to work hard.  Our 
opponents are talented and we take none of 
them lightly. With a lot of determination, 
dedication, a continued improvement of 
skills, a total team effort and a little luck 
we will do well.”
HORNETS SQUASH DARIEN

Five-time defending NYS Class B 
champion LAKELAND (5-0) has lost 
just twice on the field hockey green since 
its 2008 Section 1 Class B championship 
loss to Putnam Valley; both those losses 
were to Connecticut powerhouse Darien. 
Coach Sharon Sarsen’s Hornets extracted 
a small measure of revenge last Saturday 
when All-American Dana Bozek had a 
goal and an assist, and All-Section senior 
Molly Fitzpatrick scored the game-winner 
as Lakeland defeated host Darien, one 
of top programs in the country, 2-0, on 

Saturday. It was 
Darien’s first home 
loss in seven years.

F i t z p a t r i c k 
(12G, 3A) set the 
tone and banged 
the boards just 
2:22 into the game, 
taking a pass 
Bozek (5G, 11A) 
and signifying 
business. The 
Hornets led 1-0 
at the break and 
Bozek put the 
insurance goal 
in at 5:02 of the 
second half, off 
a restart at the 
21-yard line. The 
booming shot 
careened into 
the left hand side 
from the top of the 
circle. From that point on, the Lakeland 
defense, spearheaded by Sarah Bard, Julia 
Kim and All-Section goalie Alex Halpin (6 
saves), who was clutch down the stretch.

“Julia Kim played outstanding defense 
and neutralized Darien’s top player,” 
Sarsen said. “She matched her speed 
and took away any potential chances to 
score. Her decision making, marking and 
outletting were exceptional.”

Having scored 30 goals in its first 
three wins against Greeley, John Jay (9-
0), North Salem (9-0) and Pawling (9-0), 
Darien was just what the doctor ordered; 
an early-season scrum to test the mettle of 
a team looking to win an unprecedented 
sixth-straight NYS championship. 

“It really was the test we needed,” 
Coach Sharon Sarsen said. “We battled 
the weather, the Connecticut officials and 
came out with a hard-fought win. We got 
the game-winner three minutes into the 
game from who else but Molly Fitzpatrick 
and then added an insurance goal on the 
second half by Dana Bozek on a savvy 
restart. Georgia Cassidy and Sarah bard 
and Valerie Perkins were workhorses 
on the left side. Goalkeeper Alex Halpin 
played outstanding, shutting down the 
blue wave with six saves including a split 
save in the second half. We have to keep 
improving on corners, which I believe we 
will, so this is a good early season test.”

Perkins and Brianna Muniz both have 
5G, 2A through five games.

BREWSTER improved to 2-2 on the 
year after a 2-0 win over visiting Fox Lane 
Friday. Taylor Anderek scored once for 
the Bears and had an assist on the other 
goal scored by Carly Corbett.

“It was a very close game we scored both 
goals in the last 10 minutes,” Bears Coach 
Art Holzmann said.  “We had outstanding 

play from the midfielders Jaynie Criscione 
and Carly Corbett.  Janell Kennedy and 
Annaka Roll led the defense in keeping 
Fox Lane from scoring.”

PUTNAM VALLEY saw freshman 
Joanna Pelc scored twice in a 4-3 win over 
PANAS. The Tigers are hoping to rebuild 
a program that last secured the sectional 
title back in 2008 when talented seniors 
like Ashley Morgan, Erica Fisher, Nicole 
Scott, Megan Warning, Caitlin White and 
Sara Kastuk were on the field. Put Valley 
hasn’t had athleticism like that ever since, 
so getting back to that level has been a 
challenge.

Field hockey coaches are encouraged 
to send results and comments to 
Raygallaghersports@gmail.com prior to 
Sunday’s deadline submission.

Mahopac’s Strong 2nd Half Sticks Carmel; Lakeland Beats Darien
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 
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Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Class A Grid Notebook
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Mahopac’s Mikaela DiBello is hunted by Carmel’s Adrionna Palmiero.

Field Hockey Notebook

Mahopac’s Sarah Quarto and Carmel’s Caitlin Murphy battle in the Indians’ 3-1 win over the Rams 
last Wednesday.

Lakeland’s Julia Kim was outstanding defensively 
against CT powerhouse Darien.
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Haldane senior M Tucker Hine (R) and Put Valley junior M Anders Spittal battle for head ball in the Blue Devils’ 1-0 overtime triumph of  the host Tigers last Monday 
when Aidan Draper scored the golden goal in the final minute of  overtime... see Boys’ Soccer Notebook
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Blue Devils  
Nip Put 
Valley  
on Draper  
Golden 
Goal

Haldane 
Tucks  
Away OT 
Triumph


