
By David Propper
Closed right before the Memorial Day 

weekend, it doesn’t seem like Putnam 
Valley’s Spur Beach will be open before 
Labor Day or at any point over the 
summer.

During a Health, Social, Educational, 
and Environmental Committee meeting, 
Putnam County’s Department of Health 
Commissioner Dr. Allen Beals updated 
the committee that the beach remained 
closed because there was still a problem 
with the slope and an engineers report 
from the town was still not submitted. 

Beals, who is a Putnam Valley 
resident, said the town had to send 
a New York State certified engineer’s 
report; when asked by one of legislators 

if a report was ever sent, Beals replied, 
“It doesn’t exist, perhaps.” He went on to 
say he received a report but it was from a 
contractor, a person with a “wheel barrel 
and a shovel.”

To make matters worse, Beals even 
said that contractor who did the report 
and the modification at Spur Beach isn’t 
licensed to do so in Putnam County.  

After the meeting, Beals said the 
beach still does not meet the sanitary 
code as far as safety at the slopes with the 
grades too steep, another hurdle for the 
town. When other beaches in the county 
are modified, the health department 
oversees the changes “every step of the 
way,” which Putnam Valley didn’t follow, 

By David Propper
The lawsuit carousel involving Putnam 

County’s top two law enforcement officials 
continues to go round and round with no 
end in sight with a new suit recently filed.

While he’s still in the middle of 
defending a rape charge against him, 
Mahopac restaurateur Lani “Ariano” 
Zaimi filed a $130 million lawsuit against 
embattled sitting District Attorney Adam 
Levy, claiming his constitutional rights 
were violated by his office. 

In a story first reported by The Journal 
News, Zami filed the federal suit Aug. 
8 and unleashes on Levy, accusing the 
DA’s office and the Carmel Police, which 
is another defendant in the suit, of false 
arrest and targeting him because of his 

association with sheriff Don Smith, 
considered Levy’s “arch nemesis” in the 
suit.

Putnam County is another defendant 
in the suit.

Zaimi, who owns two restaurants in 
Putnam, is accused of raping an 18-year-
old waitress. Zaimi, 44, avoided a guilty 
verdict when a jury was deadlocked 11-1 
to convict and a mistrial was declared, 
though that hasn’t stopped Levy from 
pursuing a retrial in the matter. 

According to the suit, Zaimi claims 
an assistant district attorney, Danielle 
Pascale attempted to sway the alleged 
victim to lie under oath and also withheld 
police reports from the defense. The 

twitter.com/ExaminerMediaFREE
August 19 - August 25, 2014 SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS Volume 6, Issue 282

Serving All of Putnam County

Under Fire Again, Levy Sued 
by Zaimi for $130 million

Back-To-School 
Section 
See Page 12

Sairani 

Minimart

Business 
of the Week 
Page 7

By David Propper
On a sweltering and sunny summer 

day in the middle of July, Putnam County 
SPCA chief Ken Ross Jr. and his son, 
detective Ken Ross III, are out patrolling, 
essentially a two-man law enforcement 
agency working to protect all of the 
county’s animals in need. 

 “Everyday brings something new,” chief 
Ross said. 

Over the last several years, the Ross 
family, father and son, which makes up 
Putnam’s Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals (SPCA,) have served 
to protect and stand up for a group in the 
county that can’t call the authorities for 
help if they’re being abused or mistreated. 
For the SPCA, despite low funding and 
the struggle to raise awareness toward 
its mission, the law enforcement agency 
is on call 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, seeking to stop animal cruelty 
against all animals by following the NYS 

cruelty statutes, while also assisting sick or 
homeless animals in need. 

“We’re trying to speak for the animals 
that can’t speak,” chief Ross added.

Last month, The Putnam Examiner 
went on a ride-along with the SPCA to get 
a glimpse of what the group does on a daily 
basis. 

Driving along Route 6, chief Ross and 
detective Ross III are following up on a 
complaint they received a couple of weeks ago 
concerning a property in Patterson that had 
a variety of farm animals roaming around 
without any supervision or restriction. 

When the SPCA showed up two weeks 
prior, almost a dozen farm animals were 
walking around, some even going into the 
street, which became a hazard to drivers. 
With the owner apparently not living on the 
property, the SPCA was still able to touch 
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DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Chief  Ken Ross Jr. and detective Ken Ross III patrol Putnam County on behalf  the SPCA, looking to 
prevent animal cruelty and abuse in the area. The Putnam Examiner spent the day with them in the 
backseat of  their police car.
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The completed suicide this week of 
Actor/Comedian Robin Williams has 
stirred the emotions of many who are 
shaken by the idea that a person so 
personified with laughter could be so 
depressed that he would take his own 
life.  Additionally, the death of a person 
in recovery from both mental illness and 
chemical dependency is concerning to 
those who have also walked that path and 
are working hard at their own recovery.  
It is at times like these that we all need 
to remember that help is available, and 
that in Putnam County there are many 
resources available to everyone that 
provide help and hope.

Putnam County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell and Commissioner of Mental 
Health, Social Services and Youth Bureau 
Michael Piazza want Putnam County 
residents to be aware of the following 

resources:
 “Putnam County Cares” is an app 

available on your mobile phone.  Within 
that app is “SPEAK; Suicide Prevention 
Education and Awareness Kit.”

The Putnam County Crisis Hotline - 
845 225-1222 is available 24 hours a day 
7 days a week.

Suicide Prevention Lifeline - 1-800-
273-TALK

Immediate Evaluation and Crisis 
Intervention is available at the Emergency 
Room of Putnam Hospital Center 24 
hours a day 7 days a week,

For persons who are depressed and 
wish to seek counseling, Mental Health 
Counseling is available at:

Putnam Family and Community 
Services – 225-2700

Putnam Community Services of 
Rockland Psychiatric Center – 278-2500.

For those seeking help for Alcohol and 
other Drug Abuse please call:

Arms Acres – 225-3400
Putnam Family and Community 

Services – 225-2700
St. Christopher’s Inn – 335-1000
For information and referral you may 

also call The Mental Health Association/
Putnam at 278-7600, and

The National Council on Alcoholism 
and Other Drug Dependencies – 225-
4646.

If you have any questions, you may also 
call the Putnam County Department of 
Mental Health, Social Services and Youth 
Bureau at 845 808-1500 ext. 45201.

Beals said, noting Putnam Valley wasn’t 
being individually picked on.

But Supervisor Bob Tendy, who was 
on vacation last week and couldn’t make 
the meeting, said while it’s accurate the 
report sent by the town did not come 
an engineer, it’s also misleading because 
“when the health department told us we 
couldn’t open the beach, it had nothing 
to do with an engineer’s report or 
anything else.”

He said the health department only 
told him the town had to submit the 
appropriate paperwork, which it did, 

but now the health department is 
demanding the plans from the engineer, 
“which of course they had never asked 
for before.”

He also said the town recently received 
a letter from the health department that 
Tendy took issue with, but didn’t go into 
what specifically because the town had 
not responded yet.

The health department prohibited 
swimming at the beach right before the 
Memorial Day weekend because the 
slope was not at the correct grade. At a 
previous committee meeting, Tendy and 
Beals argued about stopping residents 

from swimming at the beach, with the 
conversation getting tense at times.

Tendy also continued to state the 
grades at the beach were fine before it 
was filled with water and that the town 
has little control over what happens to 
the grades from there. 

“It clearly is not a danger,” Tendy said. 
“So basically the only beach they’re 
concerned about as far as public safety 
is Spur Beach and the rest of the beaches 
can stay completely unsafe.”

Legislator Sam Oliverio, who 
represents much of Putnam Valley and 
is the chairman of the committee, said 

he would hope to continue to work 
toward eventually opening the beach 
again. He added while residents have 
other beaches to go to, many want to use 
that one. 

With all the money thrown at the 
modification—roughly $35,000, 
Oliverio called the closing “tragic.”

“It seems at this time, Dr. Beals has 
very little wiggle room unless the town 
can produce a true engineer’s report for 
the scoping of the slope and the work 
that was done,” he said. “If they can’t get 
that, I don’t know what the solution will 
be. I feel terrible about it.”

woman lied to a grand jury, the suit 
states, when she claimed she told Zaimi 
no during the sexual encounter that took 
place inside one of his two restaurants, 
Ariano’s Trattoria in Mahopac.

Zaimi is also facing two misdemeanors, 
forcible touching and sexual abuse, related 

to an incident with another waitress. 
A Levy spokesperson declined 

comment, saying the DA’s office does not 
comment on pending cases. 

Also in the suit, Zaimi contends he 
was only prosecuted because of his 
relationship to Smith, a four-term sheriff 
who has been in office since 2001. The suit 

states he is a “vocal supporter” of Smith 
and has publicly fundraised for him, 
including events at Ariano’s. 

The relationship between the two 
top law enforcement officers has been 
contentious and ugly over the past few 
years. It exploded after Smith publicly 
accused Levy of interfering in the rape 

case of Alexandru Hossu, who was 
Levy’s personal trainer. Hossu was later 
acquitted. 

Levy sued Smith for $5 million last 
summer alleging defamation of character 
and then Smith sued Levy right back for 
defamation this past April for the same 
sum of money.
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By David Propper
As a martial arts instructor for dozens 

of years, Paul Melella Jr. has changed 
the lives of countless students through 
his taekwondo teachings. Students have 
walked into the United Martial Arts 
Center he owns in Carmel as one sort of 
person and have left with a completely 
different attitude and outlook on life.

Now, he has a book out to help people 
in all walks of life who aren’t personally 
trained by him.

Melella, a Putnam Valley resident, 
Yorktown resident Chris Berlow, Somers 
resident Nick Palumbo and another 
friend, Rick Wolman all came together 
to pen a new self-help novel called You 
Have Infinite Power: Ultimate Success 
Through Energy, Passion, Purpose, & 
The Principals of Taekwondo, a book 
focused on finding eternal happiness, 
and transforming into a better, more 
fulfilled person. 

The book was picked up by Sterling 
Publishing and is being distributed 
throughout Barnes and Noble bookstores 
around the country.

The book contains 14 chapters and 
spells out the word “transformation” and 
each chapter is a combination of stories 
and philosophies with a little martial 
arts twist to it, Melella said. 

 “I believe it helps (readers) have the 
right mindset to overcome challenges, to 

redesign the life they wish to accomplish 
and ultimately it’s a life blue print for 
people,” Melella said. “It’s going to help 
people identify what a worthy ideal is.”

Before writing the book, Melella, 
Berlow, and Palumbo all registered 
and took a life coaching program to 
get certified as official life coaches. 
The trio started a company called 
Empower Mastery and went around 
the tri-state area hosting free seminars 
and workshops. Someone eventually 
approached them and suggested they 
write a book.

In many cases, they were talking to 
people who were successful in some part 
of their lives, but failing in other areas. 
The book strives to help these same types 
of people. 

The hope is by the end of the book, the 
reader will have a new identify and new 
life to work toward, Melella said. 

 “A lot of people that I work with, 
they’re financially successful, but they’re 
divorced, they’re physically fit, but 
they’re not internally healthy or vital, 
they’re spiritual, but they can’t pay 
their bills,” he said. “I don’t think that’s 
being successful. So what is success? It’s 
experiencing all areas of your life.”

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Putnam Valley resident Paul Melella stands inside his taekwondo studio in Carmel. He authored a 
new book titled You Have Infinite Power: Ultimate Success Through Energy, Passion, Purpose, & The 
Principals of  Taekwondo.
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By Neal Rentz
Flanked by several of his union 

supporters, Justin Wagner, the Democratic 
candidate in the 40th state senate district, 
called for infrastructure improvements 
during an Aug. 13 press conference in 
his recently opened Putnam County 
campaign office in Brewster.

Wagner said improving the 
infrastructure of the region would create 
jobs.

Better Internet service is one area of 
infrastructure that was needed in Putnam, 
Wagner said. His campaign office in 
Croton has a new Internet line that has 56 
kilobytes per minuet, he said. In Brewster, 
“the fastest Internet service they could 
provide us was 8 kilobytes a minutes,” 
Wagner said. “That has real consequences 
for business owners.” 

Wagner said businesses are being held 
back in Putnam due to inadequate IT 
infrastructure. “I think this is the type 
of issue that we need to come together, 
Democrats and Republicans, and commit 
ourselves to,” he said.

 Wagner said Verizon committed to 
build out its FIOS high speed Internet 
service in the Town of Southeast and the 
Village of Brewster. “As your state senator 
I will hold them to that promise,” he said. 
“I’ll do it because I believe in the free 
market. And choice and competition helps 
consumers and it will also create jobs.” 

“I believe infrastructure is the runway 
for economic growth,” Wagner said. 
“Businesses decide whether or not to come 
to New York State based on whether or 
not they think they can make money and 
move products here, whether it’s moving 
products on the Internet or on our roads.”

“I’m committing myself as a bipartisan 
legislator to rebuilding infrastructure here 
in Putnam County and throughout our 
district,” Wagner said.

Wagner, who resides in Croton, said, 
“I will be Putnam County’s senator. 
when it comes to creating jobs, building 
infrastructure and lowering property 
taxes. I will be here so much that you will 
have to get me a permanent parking pass 
for the Village of Brewster.” 

Representatives from three local unions 
that have endorsed Wagner also spoke at 
last week’s event. 

Mahopac Teachers Association 
President Thomas McMahon said, “We 
know that he’ll stand up for teachers and 
our rights,” 

McMahon added that Wagner would 
“fight against the bullies on education 
reform currently trying to take over our 
students and our schools.”

Joe Stratford, a political organizer 
from Local 1199 of the SEIU, said his 
organization wanted a Democratic 
majority in the state Senate that would 
“work effectively with Gov. (Andrew) 

Cuomo, local leaders and others to pass a 
full set of progressive legislation.” 

Joe Mayhew, representing Local 1130 
of the Communication Workers of 
America, said, “Working families in the 
Hudson Valley need a senator who shares 
our values and understands the role of 

government is not to walk away but to 
get in the way of the lobbyists, corporate 
fat cats and cheaters who would hurt our 
jobs, squash our protections, and put their 
interests ahead of the working families of 
the Hudson Valley.”

Wagner: I Will be Putnam County’s Senator

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Surrounded by several supporters, Democratic 40th state senate district candidate Justin Wagner called 
for improving infrastructure during a press conference in his new Putnam campaign headquarters in 
Brewster on Aug. 13.
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base with him and warn him to clean up. 
Now fast forward to their next visit 

and only a couple of chickens were left, 
though the property remained vacant and 
seemingly rundown. After a brief search of 
the property, the two Rosses determine to 
simply put a notice to comply that orders the 
remaining animals are fenced in or taken 
off the land. As chief Ross notes, the SPCA 
always looks to “work with people because 
most just don’t understand” the laws that 
must be followed.

Chief Ross started out with the 
Westchester County SPCA back in 2004. 
He originally started out as a volunteer, 
but the agency hired Ross for a position to 
build the law enforcement division of the 
SPCA in the county. A few years later, his 
son who is the third Ken Ross in the family, 
joined his father because “it’s not a safe job, 
it’s law enforcement and you could always 
use another person in the field watching 
your back.”

 “I don’t think you can have a better job 
or a better partner,” chief Ross chimed in.

Eventually, after several years in 
Westchester, mainly in areas like Mount 
Vernon, Yonkers, New Rochelle, and 
White Plains, the Ross family looked into 
expanding into Putnam full time. Since 
Westchester and Putnam are neighbors, 
chief Ross and detective Ross would go 
up to Putnam every once awhile, but only 
sparingly. 

Ross said after talking with county 
sheriff Don Smith, he realized there was 
a need for the SPCA in Putnam and since 
2011, the two have been in the area every 
day. 

Chief Ross said, “More people are 
starting to see that we’re out there.”

Next up for chief Ross and detective Ross, 
the two head over to Kent where they again 
are visiting a house they’ve been to before. 
In this case, the two are going to a home 

they visited in 2011 because there was a 
complaint of screeching cats running around 
the neighborhood. This current complaint 
came from a neighbor who claimed they 
found a dead cat in their driveway and that 
several feral cats are running around.

When the Rosses arrive at the household, 
it’s in bad shape and the owner comes out 
shirtless and seemingly almost disoriented. 
Chief Ross discusses with the owner that 
they received a call and heard cats had been 
running around, though on this day, there 
were no cats to be seen. After a few minutes 
of talking, chief Ross also asked the male 
resident who appeared to be in his 50s if he 
needed any kind of help because he seemed 
to be living in substandard conditions, 
but like any agency, the SPCA can’t force 
a person to seek help if they don’t want 
it. While the SPCA’s mission is to protect 
animals, it doesn’t mean they don’t look 
out for people, too, detective Ross noted.

Essentially being a charity that relies 
solely on donations, funding to keep the 
SPCA in Putnam can be more difficult 
than attempting to minimize animal 

cruelty. Because they are not a government 
agency, they don’t get government funding 
and are not qualified for “99 percent of the 
grants” offered. 

 “What we’re forced to do is our own 
fundraising,” chief Ross said.

The Putnam SPCA constantly has tables 
out in front of supermarkets or other 
high traffic areas in the county, seeking 
donations from residents and also has 
a dinner in October of each year to raise 
money. They’ll also host speaking classes 
to inform law enforcement about how to 
handle animals they may encounter.

Expenses include gas, vehicle 
maintenance, animal shelters and 
veterinary services. The expense also 
depends on the amount of calls to the 
SPCA each year. Chief Ross said he would 
consider at least $200,000 as a suitable 
number to have in the bank for the SPCA 
to survive handily. Detective Ross added, 
“That’s a number where we would be 
comfortable, we’re no where near that and 
have never been near that.”

Right now, chief Ross said the SPCA is at 
about $35,000-$40,000. 

One fundraising challenge is just being 
recognized and being separated from the 
Putnam Humane Society, a completely 
different entity. Chief Ross remembers 
one person who called and said he was 
going to donate $50,000 because he 
appreciated their work, or so he thought. 
After talking more with the man, the 
potential donor realized he was talking to 
the SPCA, and not the Humane Society, 
where he really wanted the money to 
go. Once he found that out, the man 
hung and Ross was left disappointed. 

After a couple of house calls, chief Ross 
gets back into the driver’s seat and now, the 
two head to every supermarket in the area 
to check for pets, namely dogs, left in hot 
cars while their owners are shopping. 

Most days, detective Ross said at least 
one dog will be found locked in a hot car, 
especially at the parking lot in Putnam 
Plaza, but on this day, a trip to the Shoprite 

parking lot in Carmel, Putnam Plaza in 
Carmel and then the DeCicco’s parking lot in 
Brewster yield no issues. Each time, the two 
look for cracks in car windows to indicate 
an owner allowing some air into the vehicle 
for the pet, but as detective Ross notes, that 
hardly helps the animal. On a sunny, warm 
afternoon like today, ten minutes in an 
entrapped car feels about 30 degrees hotter 
than the outside temperature. It’s not off 
base to describe the car like an oven for any 
poor dog stuck inside. While most owners 
simply don’t know any better, as detective 
Ross says, “The more you do this, the more 
you realize how sick people are.”

One final complaint the Rosses respond 
to is in Brewster, where they received a call 
from a person who said they saw a little dog 
outside the owner’s house in the sun and 
without water, barking constantly. When 
the two show up, the owner comes out and 
detective Ross goes with him to see the dog 
in question. After about a few minutes, Ross 
tells the owner he must put the dog under 
shade and provide it with water on a hot 
day like today, both actions required by law.

While July 24 ended up being a relaxed 
day for the life of an SPCA officer in 
Putnam, the two tell stories that exemplify 
what the work can really be like. 

Calls can start as early as 5 a.m. and 
usually last throughout the day. The two 
don’t even have a concrete headquarter so 
they usually spend a lot of time in public 
places, waiting for the next call. 

The dangers the Rosses face are the 
same dangers any officer would face with 
many animal crimes crossing over into 
other crimes that are handled by sheriff 
deputies or the police in towns. In Putnam 
and during their time in Westchester, 
the Rosses have dealt with hoarders, dog 
fighting, weapon and drug crimes, child 
abuse, foot pursuits, physical altercations, 
gangs and even terrorist threats.

Detective Ross said the people the local 
police and county police encounter are 
usually the same people the SPCA deals 
with. Eventually, the person abusing an 
animal will commit a crime against a 
human.

One of the most memorable calls that 
occurred in Putnam happened when they 
arrived at a Patterson home where 70 
snakes, 56 of them poisonous presided. 
A woman living there was bitten by one, 
chief Ross said, and it is speculated it may 
have been a suicide. The reptiles were all 
eventually taken to the Bronx Zoo.

“There’s not much we haven’t handled or 
seen,” detective Ross said. 

“You can never get bored doing this 
because there’s always a new dimension to 
what an human can do to an animal,” chief 
Ross added. “I don’t think there’s a limit.”

Residents that need to report animal 
cruelty can call 845-520-6915. For more 
information on the SPCA or for more 
information on how to donate, please visit 
http://www.spcaputnam.org or email  info@
spcaputnam.org.

continued from page 1
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DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
The Rosses have a strong bond and work well as a team. Considering the two are father and son, they 
both know they can depend on the other.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Chief  Ross puts a notice on the house a county resident warning them to comply with the law and fence 
in animals on his property currently on the loose. 
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By David Propper
After months of scrutiny from 

legislators, the Putnam County Industrial 
Development Agency (IDA) is moving 
forward, and doing so without its chief 
executive officer.

Mahopac resident Neal Sullivan, who has 
served as the CEO for the IDA for less than 
a year, was relieved of his duties by IDA 
board chairman Richard Ruchala a few 
weeks ago, ending a relationship between 
the two that never seemed too friendly. 
Making the move without consent of the 
other board members, which he didn’t 
need, Ruchala explained in an interview 
“(Sullivan) was for the bigger government 
concept and I wasn’t so that is it an issue.”

 “We did have differences of opinion,” 
Ruchala said. “And they were noticeable at 
legislative meetings.”

And they were very noticeable with 
the two clashing mostly over who should 
be appointed to the IDA board to fill 
three vacancies. Sullivan, in a memo to 
the county Legislature, put forward three 
residents to be appointed, but Ruchala 
had other potential members in mind. A 
letter written by Sullivan to the legislature, 
which Ruchala described as derogatory 
toward the IDA board, also seemed to lead 
to heightened tension and his eventual 

dismissal. 
In a May 11 memo, Sullivan said the 

county Legislature “needs to perform a 
complete review and evaluation of the 
PIDA,” adding county funding would 
be helpful to the agency, which has seen 
financial difficulties of late.

Calls to Sullivan at his office, Sullivan 
Insurance in Mahopac, were not returned.

Besides the firing, the IDA has been busy 
and been much talked about at Economic 
Development Committee meetings. At 
the most recent one in July in which 
Ruchala appeared, it was communicated 
to Chairwoman Barbara Scuccimarra that 
the PARIS report that the IDA is required 
to submit to the state ABA was finally 
handed in after it was past the due date and 
now the IDA was in “full compliance.”

Ruchala said he hopes the IDA is able to 
broker a deal with a couple of companies 
soon that would help IDA funding. 

The three new board members are also 
becoming acclimated to the new board as 
it pursues new projects to bring businesses 
to Putnam.

 “It used to be a board where you could 
just show up and vote at certain times,” 
Ruchala said. “Now this is a real working 
board.”

Putnam’s IDA to Move 
Forward Without CEO
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253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

What's hot this week at Somers Custom Framing?

OLE CAROUSEL 
ANTIQUES CENTER

Saturday & Sunday

 AUGUST 23RD & 24TH         

6208 Rt. 82 North, Stanfordville, NY • 845-868-1586 or olecarousel@optonline.net

✓SAVE THE DATE
Fall is right around the corner...
Ole Carousel’s Fall Flea Market

SATURDAY – OCTOBER 4TH

Contact Store for Details

 HOURS:  NOW OPEN EVERYDAY  
10am to 6pm; Closed Tuesday20% OFF STOREWIDE!

 (Over $10 Limited Exclusions)

“END OF SUMMER SALE”
Don’t let summer end without one last party!

By David Propper
A dead body found in Carmel 

was identified Thursday as local 
man Mark Conroy, according to the 
Putnam County Sheriff ’s Office. 

Conroy’s body was discovered in 
a wooded area a few hundred yards 
in from the north side of U.S. Route 
6 and about a half-mile west of the 
Route 6 intersection with John 
Simpson Rd. in Carmel on Aug. 12, 

according to the sheriff ’s office. 
It is speculated that the body 

was dead for at least a few days, 
if not weeks, and as of right now, 
investigators don’t detect any sort of 
foul play on or near the body, but the 
investigation is continuing. 

The Putnam County Coroner’s 
Office has ordered an autopsy to 
determine the cause of death for the 
53-year-old. 

Dead Body Found in 
Carmel, ID’d as Local
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Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

By David Propper
When Rose Naeem moved from Pakistan 

to the United States in 1999, she wasn’t 
awfully homesick because much of her family 
was already in the states. But still, nothing 
could replicate the food and culture that she 
experienced while living and growing up in 
the Middle East.

“I miss it,’ Rose said of the culture. 
“Definitely I miss it.”

Now, as co-owner of Sairani Minimart 
in Mahopac, Rose and her husband Shawn 
Naeem now have a slice of the culture they 
used to live every day. It reminds, even if just 
a little bit, of home. 

Open for almost a month now, Sairani 
Minimart is a convenience store that has all 
the necessary household items that every 
American could ask for—and the uniqueness 
of Indian and Pakistani foods and goods for 
those interested in trying something different 
or for those from the Indian or Pakistani 
community who just want a taste of home.

The store located at 7 Brothers Plaza on 
Route 6 has Middle Eastern rice, beans, 
spices, oil, and beauty products, among other 
things. 

Rose said residents that want those middle 
eastern items usually had to travel far from 
home in order to get those things, but now 
the trip is much more convenient with a store 
in the heart of town.

After Shawn came over to the states in 
2011, he and Rose met and soon after were 
married. They now have a son who is a 
toddler. But even before tying the knot or 
having a little boy, the two knew they wanted 
to open a store together. 

 “When we met each other,” Rose said. “We 
talked about it.” 

Rose used to be a dental assistant in 
Armonk in Westchester County, but stopped 
working for six months once she got married 
before they started the market. Once they 
found a location, it took about three months 
to get it open. 

While the two already have an extensive 
amount of products to draw costumers, Rose 
said she is always asking for more feedback to 
improve the market.

 “I ask my customers if they need anything 
so I can start carrying it,” she said.

While foot traffic is slowly yet steadily 
picking up during the week, Rose hopes a 
new sort of market can become a staple of 
the community.

 “I know many people who are looking for 
a store like this. Right now, they have to travel 
far so people who know we have this kind 
of store and carry these type of groceries, 
they’re pretty happy,” Rose said.

Sairani Minimart is located at 565 Route 
6 in Mahopac. Its phone number is 845-628-
0220.

Sairani Minimart 
Mahopac

Business 

of the Week

Shawn and Rose Naeem stand behind the counter to their new store in Mahopac, Sairani Minimart. The 
two opened the convenience store almost a month ago.
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Toni DiNardo
Toni DiNardo, 53, entered into eternal 

peace on Tuesday, August 12. Toni was 
born in Yonkers New York to Anthony 
and Anne DiNardo. At the age of 3 she 
moved with her family to Brewster where 
she made lifelong friends and lived a 
simple and beautiful life. 

Toni would like you to know that 
her work here is done but she has been 
called by God to continue that work on 
a much more magnificent scale. Toni 
was a caregiver; a selfless daughter, 
sister, aunt and friend who spent her 
life caring for the people she loved. Her 
dedication to the children and seniors in 

her community has made an everlasting 
difference in their lives. Nothing gave 
Toni more joy and made a greater impact 
on others than the time spent with her 
own nephews and nieces. Aunt Toni was 
a fixture at every event in their lives; their 
biggest fans, and wore a proud smile for 
all to see.

God had help welcoming Toni into his 
Kingdom by her mother, Anne (Squeo) 
DiNardo and brother, Robert P. DiNardo. 
She leaves behind her “rock” her father, 
Anthony DiNardo of Brewster, New 
York, Roseanne (DINardo) Galante and 
husband James of New Fairfield, CT, 
Paul DiNardo and wife Nina of Danbury, 
CT, Mariellen (DiNardo) Brown and 
husband Willie of Danbury, CT and 
sister-in-law Jackie (Swaim) DiNardo of 
Danbury CT along with countless friends 
and extended family.

Carminella J. Vittorio 
Reynolds

Carminella J. Vittorio Reynolds, of 
Carmel, was called to heaven on August 
14. She was 89. She was born June 
28, 1925 in Lioni, Italy to Filomena 
Colantuono and Antonio Vittorio. 
In 1953 she met the late William M. 
Reynolds; they married January 27, 
1957 in Peapack, NJ. She is survived by 
her four children, Philomena (Mark) 
Miller of Danbury, CT, Marilyn Reynolds 
(Adams), of Danbury CT, Doris (Kevin) 
Tobin, of Poughquag, NY, and William 
M. Reynolds Jr. of Pawling. She is also 
survived by her loving 10 grandchildren 
Deanna and Nicole Adams, David and 
Jessica Miller, Colleen and Kimberly 
Tobin, and William III, Katie, Lauren, 
and Christopher Reynolds, and one 
great-grandchild Adaliah Miller.   She 

came to America in 1936 and settled in 
Peapack, NJ. She was so proud to become 
a U.S. Citizen in 1947. She was employed 
as a seamstress and a cook growing up in 
NJ. It was in 1953 when she met the love 
of her life. They started their married life 
in Mt. Kisco, and raised their family in 
Carmel. She was so devoted to her church, 
St. James the Apostle, her homegrown 
flowers and amazing vegetable garden. 
She loved drawing in her free time and 
writing every day in her journal since 
she was a child. Her life was filled with 
the most amazing friends and family that 
truly meant the world to her as she did to 
them. She was known for her “Biscotti”, 
“Pineapple Upside Down Cake”, and 
“Chocolate Chip Cookies”. She felt the 
need to bake for everyone. “Give to the 
World the Best you can, and the Best will 
come back to you!” That was her favorite 
saying she quoted growing up. She will 
truly be missed by all.

Gloria Ann Peifer
Gloria Ann Peifer (Nee Love) 77 of 

Stormville formerly of Thornwood, 
died on August 16. She was born in Mt. 
Kisco, to Sarah Stevenson and George 
Love.  She is survived by her five loving 
children Karen (Dave) O’Connor, James 
(Donna) Peifer, Susan (Bill) Rohrig, 
George (Peggy) Peifer, and Richard 
(Terrianne) Peifer. She has nine adoring 
grandchildren Dana O’Connor, David 
O’Connor, Chris Peifer, Tim Peifer, Matt 
Peifer, Billy Rohrig, Michelle Peifer, 
Richie Peifer, Robert Peifer and one great 
grandchild Chase Anthony Peifer. She is 
also survived by her twin brother George 
Love. She is predeceased by her son 
Johnny Peifer, her two brothers Donald, 
Bertram, and two sisters Lucille and Joan.

At its last meeting, Village of Brewster 
trustees approved — unanimously — a 
motion to charge longtime residents of the 
village a water and sewer bill combined 
for more than $24,000 for six years of 
retroactive pay because of a faulty meter. 

From there, the next step for village 
officials was to decide what timeline the bill 
should be paid off by Thomas Almond and 
his wife Anna. But the next step the board 
should take instead is a step backwards 
because there is no way the Almonds 
should have to pay the full and total bill 
of $24,047.19. That’s not to say it’s not 
unreasonable, or even unfair, to request 
some payment from the Almonds, but the 
bottom line is that demanding $24K from 
any resident in the village for essentially a 
village mistake is unacceptable. 

Though the Almonds are being told to 
pay exactly what they actually owe, to lump 
it all together after so many years puts two 

senior citizens in an absurdly tough spot. 
Almost any resident in the village would 
be in a tough spot, even if they weren’t on 
a fixed income like the Almonds who own 
four apartment units and rent two of them 
out. 

It’s important to point out charging 
back pay isn’t unheard of, but to owe that 
much money is. It’s also important to note 
the trustees didn’t mention the meter was 
tampered with so the Almonds didn’t do  
anything illegally on purpose. 

Mayor Jim Schoenig made the point of 
saying the consumer should have noticed 
the bill was a lot lower than usual, but 
shouldn’t some of the responsibility fall 
on the village, who did not notice that it 
undercharged until almost ten years later? 

Other residents should take notice and 
express concern because if this can happen 
at one residence, it’s plausible it can happen 
to others in the village. Maybe not to the 

outrageous tune of $24K, but even a far 
more modest amount in retroactive pay can 
become a crunch for a resident. 

For Schoenig to say during a public 
meeting that the Almonds should pay 
$1,000 a month for two straight years 
shows a certain lack of understanding as to 
what senior citizens and many residents in 
Putnam County are dealing with. Politicians 
state all the time how residents, particularly 
seniors, are barely scrapping by so to even 
consider having them pay that much per 
month is profoundly out of touch. 

The next step for the village is to actually 
communicate face-to-face with the 
Almonds, explain why they’re charging this 
back pay and come up with a reasonable 
payment plan that adds up to a sum far 
less than $24,000. Forcing them to pay that 
much would put a board on display that 
lacks compassion and opens itself up to 
(deserved) negative attention.
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Mount Kisco, NY 10549
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Editorial

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best 
to print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are  
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on the 
discretion of the editor. 

Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to Editor 
David Propper at  dpropper@
theexaminernews.com. 

The Putnam Examiner requires 
all letter writers provide their name, 
address and contact information.

Letters Policy
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•	Heating	Oil	*Propane	*Biofuel
•	Budget	Accounts,	automatic	or	
•	....	just	call	and	same	day	delivery!
•	On	the	web	www.sclafanioil.com
•	We	match	full	service	competitors	
price

“We make warm friends”
(845) 628-1330

Order on the web 
www.sclafanioil.com

Sclafani 
Oil & Propane

Clip & Save!
Get a $25 credit on your Propane Installation 

with this ad

Up on our website, that is. 

All this month, we’re posting 

sets and highlights from the 

Pleasantville Music Festival. 

The stuff you want to relive, 

and the stuff you can’t 

believe you missed. The 

bands you came to see, and 

the bands you just have to 

see again. New sets every 

week in August to watch on 

pctv76.org and share with 

your friends. And why stop 

there? Search “music” and 

find years of performances 

recorded at the Festival and 

right in our PCTV studio. 

Talk about a sweet gig.

 
   

THE 
GIG 

IS 
UP

It’s all about you.
205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548

www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

Across
1 Tribal V.I.P.’s
8 Golf starting location
11 Bing Crosby movie or Peekskill’s 
newest oasis for weary travelers
(goes with 12 across)
12 See 11 across
13 Forsake
14 Marauding Khan
15 Tarantino trademark
16 Kind of unit
18 Voracious insect
19 Very (mus.)
23 Some are inert
24 View
26 Pummel
27 Show a client the product
31 Garden digger
32 Nominal
34 Calendar abbr.
35 Spark
36 Tongue loosener
37 Voiced sounds

Down
1 Carpet
2 Wanderer
3 Winged
4 Prospect
5 Make sense, with “up”
6 Model Campbell
7 A coming together
8 Head adornments

9 Motor
10 Executes
17 Crumpet’s accompaniment
18 Celebrations
19 Breathing problem
20 This late Summer phrase brings 
joy to parents, dread to children, 
Back to ____
21 Royal epithet
22 Bibliophilic suffix
25 Jungle beast for short
27 Russian Parliament earlier
28 Gusto
29 Damon of “Good Will Hunting”
30 Silver and gold
33 Can material

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 15

SuggarÊisÊaÊsweetÊgirlÊ
lookingÊforÊaÊfamilyÊÊ
toÊcallÊherÊown!ÊÊ

Meet Her At: Ê

PetÊ
OfÊ
TheÊ
WeekÊ

S 
U 
G 
G 
A 
R 

www.puthumane.orgÊÊ

The PutnamÊÊÊ
Humane Society 



August 18 - August 25, 2014 The Putnam Examiner10

Teresa Delahanty, the veterinary 
technician who now resides at Putnam’s 
Tilly Foster Farm, has chosen names 
for some of the 21 chicks that arrived 
last week and are now residing in the 
beautiful, handmade chicken coop 
donated by Eagle Scout Thomas Quinn.

 “As I spend more time with these babies, 
I am learning their personalities and 
the names just come to me,” Delahanty 
said. “We have Sassafras, who is a bit on 
the sassy side but likes to give hugs. She 
really does. She wraps her little neck 

around mine when I hold her close. It’s so 
adorable. Then we have Rosie, a reddish 
colored chick and she is a real sweetheart 
who just loves to be held.”

Other names Delahanty has chosen 
include Sophie, Fiona, Alice and Tina – 
for one chick who reminds Delahanty of 
singer Tina Turner. Another chick was 
dubbed Lady in Red.

County Executive MaryEllen Odell 
named the only identified rooster Walker 
for her Deputy County Executive Bruce 
Walker. The Walker family raised the 

chicks from day-olds and donated the 
brood to the farm.

While she has enjoyed choosing some 
of the names, Delahanty wants to share 
the fun with the public and so she is 
asking for help in finding names for the 
remainder of the flock which is comprised 
of Frizzle Cochin, Buff Silkie Bantams, 
Golden Polish, Buff Laced Polish, Red 
Star, Barred Rock and Ameracaunas.

Pictures of the yet to be named month-
old chicks can be found on the Tilly 
Foster Farm Facebook page (https://

www.facebook.com/tillyfosterfarm). 
Participants will be able to leave their 
name selections and those with the most 
‘likes’ will be given to the chicks. The 
naming fun will continue through August 
29.

Residents are asked to check to 
Tilly Foster Farm website at www.
PutnamTillyFoster.com for updated 
postings of news, events and photos of 
goings-on at the 199-acre county-owned 
farm located on Route 312 in the Town of 
Southeast.

Join us for a special Invitational Exhibit 
@ Belle Levine Art Center (BLAC), 
September 6 through the 14 & fall classes 
for all ages begin in September, too.

Putnam Arts Council cordially invites 
you to view multimedia paintings created 
by 2014 PAC students of our popular 
painting instructor, Jeanne Demotses. 

We are pleased to note that 43 artists 
are eligible to participate in this special 
Invitational exhibit, which will be installed 
in the A. Eric Arctander Gallery at the 
Belle Levine Art Center, 521 Kennicut 
Hill Rd., Mahopac. Exhibits at BLAC 
always offer free parking and admission 
at our accessible facility. 

All are welcome at the opening 
reception to meet the artists on hand 
Saturday, September 6 from 2 p.m.-5 p.m. 
with continued viewing hours through 
9/14, Saturday and Sunday noon-3 p.m., 
and during the week, Tuesday – Friday 11 
a.m.-3 p.m.

Please visit putnamartscouncil.com 

to learn about upcoming fall classes 
for all ages, starting throughout the 
month, a special Nov.1st Benefit concert, 
information on grants opportunities & 
other special events. Make our website 
a frequent stop, as we post all info there 
first. 

Senator Greg Ball (R, C, I –Patterson), 
Chairman of the Senate Veterans, 
Homeland Security and Military Affairs 
Committee, is teaming up with Purple 
Heart Homes Association to host the 4th 
Annual Veterans Thanksgiving Dinner in 
November. 

 “The Thanksgiving dinner is one of 
my favorite events that I have the distinct 
honor of hosting each year, and I hope 
to continue to do so for years to come, 
regardless of if I am elected into public 
office. Seeing the smiles on the veterans’ 
faces is truly rewarding,” said Senator 
Greg Ball. “I am thrilled to get to work 
with Purple Heart Homes this year to 

make this the best Veterans Thanksgiving 
Dinner we’ve had yet. I urge anyone who 
wants to give back to those who have 
given so much for our country to assist us 
in the planning of this dinner.”

Over the past three years, Senator 
Ball has worked with the community to 
host an annual Thanksgiving dinner for 
local veterans. This year, the Senator is 
partnering with Purple Heart Homes to 
seek donations and volunteers in order 
to make the free meal possible. The event 
will take place on November 22 at the 
Putnam Golf Course. Seating times will 
be 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 3 p.m.

 “I always look forward to the Veterans 

Thanksgiving Dinner each year, as it is 
truly an incredible event for everyone who 
attends,” said Vietnam War veteran and 
Purple Heart recipient Eugene Parrotta. 
“It’s great that Senator Ball is hosting the 
dinner for a fourth time this year. I know 
that the hundreds of veterans who attend 
each year are already excited to be invited 
back for another great Thanksgiving 
celebration.”

 “Thanksgiving is a time for all of us 
to be thankful to all of our Veterans and 
their families that served and are serving 
this great nation.  We will take delight 
in serving them a delicious meal at the 
Fourth Annual Veterans Dinner with 

Senator Ball,” said John Gallina, Co-
founder of Purple Heart Homes.

In addition to volunteers, Senator 
Ball is also seeking donations for 
the Thanksgiving Dinner including: 
uncooked turkeys (20 lbs or more), turkey 
gravy, cans of string beans, cans of whole 
white potatoes, cans of corn, cans of 
cranberry sauce, salad dressing, premade 
bags of stuffing, 48 oz cans of chicken 
broth, pies and décor. 

To RSVP for the dinner, or if you are 
interested in volunteering or donating 
goods, please contact Senator Greg Ball’s 
office at (845) 279-3773.

Names Needed for New Tilly Foster Farm Chicks

For September, Fall into the Arts with the Putnam Arts Council

Purple Heart Homes Partners with Ball to Host 4th Annual Vets Thanksgiving Meal 

Registrations and donations are now 
being accepted for Support Connection’s 
20th Anniversary Support-A-Walk, 
scheduled for Sunday, Oct. 5th at FDR 
State Park in Yorktown Heights. It is the 
organization’s most important annual 

fundraiser, with  89¢ of every dollar raised 
directly funding their free breast and 
ovarian cancer support services. Support 
Connection does not receive funds 
from any national cancer organizations 
including Relay for Life, Susan G. 

Komen, the Avon 
Walk or Making 
Strides. The year-
round support 
services Support 
Connection 
provides have 
helped thousands 
of people since 
the organization 
was established in 
1996.

The Support-A-
Walk was founded 
twenty years ago 
by local residents 
to bring attention 
to the needs of 
people affected by 
breast and ovarian 
cancer. People 

travel from across the Hudson Valley and 
beyond to take part in this inspiring and 
uplifting community event. In 2013, there 
were more than 9,000 participants, with 
registrants from more than 114 different 
towns and 10 different states. Donations 
for the event came from people in 645 
different towns in 39 different states.

Participants of all ages complete a 
3-mile walk, often in honor of loved 
ones – a celebration of life and a tribute 
to those who are affected by breast and 
ovarian cancer. There is a Survivor’s 
Welcome Area where volunteers greet 
and welcome cancer survivors. Along 
the Walk path, walkers are encouraged 
and cheered by local bands, cheerleaders 
and other community groups. Families, 
friends, co-workers and teams of walkers 
are invited to walk together. Individuals 
are also welcome to participate.

Even those who can’t attend can 
participate. Donations are accepted by 
check, cash, and online at the Support 
Connection website. Supporters can 
raise funds by creating personal online 
fundraising pages to ask friends and 

family for donations. Messages of 
support, celebration or commemoration 
can be displayed on along the Walk path 
by purchasing Tribute Signs for $50 each.

Honorary Chairpersons are Kacey 
Morabito Grean of 100.7 WHUD Radio’s 
“Mike and Kacey in the Morning,” and 
Bill Powers of Powers PR Video, who 
will lead the “Not For Women Only” 
campaign encouraging men of all ages 
to be involved in the Walk, to salute and 
support the courageous women in their 
lives.

To learn more, register, donate, or 
create a fundraising page for the Support-
A-Walk, visit www.supportconnection.
org or call 914-962-6402.

Support Connection’s mission is to 
provide emotional, social and educational 
support services to women, their families 
and friends affected by breast and 
ovarian cancer. Services include peer 
counseling, support groups, wellness 
and educational programs, referral and 
information services, and a toll-free 
cancer information and support hotline 
(800-532-4290.)

STEVEN ANg, WWW.LIgHTPERSPECTIVES.COM
More than 9,000 people participated in Support Connection’s 2013 Support-
A-Walk for breast and ovarian cancer at FDR Park in Yorktown Heights, NY. 

Support Connection’s 20th Anniversary Support-A-Walk Approaching
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When I first met Kim and 
Matt Cozza and their teenage 
daughter Sydney, I knew I 
would enjoy helping them 
find a home because they 
said they would consider an 
historic one. 

As a realtor, I had developed 
a specialty in historic 
homes, having studied early 
American architecture at 
The College of William & 
Mary in Virginia and having 
interned at Historic Deerfield 
in Massachusetts, with 
the intention of becoming 
a museum curator. But, 
somehow that profession and 
my more gregarious personality didn’t 
seem to match up, and I ended up in 
the more “out there” fields of public 
relations, then real estate, instead. 

I have enjoyed owning and restoring 
two historic homes, which has greatly 
enhanced my living experience, and 
I have been fortunate to be called 
upon to list and sell a good number 
of historic homes since I entered the 
field. Currently, I have several such 
homes on the market, and the one 
purchased by the Cozzas more than 
two years ago offers a particularly 
exciting opportunity for some lucky 
buyer to visit the future while stepping 
back into the past because of the vision 

demonstrated by this couple 
in the home’s renovation.

While searching for the 
Cozzas’ home, I had to be 
on my toes because Kim 
had been a realtor upstate, 
working on the commercial 
side of the business, and 
Matt was the vice president 
for development and 
construction for a major 
supermarket chain. Kim 
would check everything 
new on the market each 
day before I got around to 
it. I can’t count how many 
houses we looked at before 
we came to the wonderful 

1726 Colonial they decided to buy, on 
the same road on which my historic 
home is located in Yorktown Heights. 
Kim eyed it up and down and I could 
see her mind working in terms of the 
work it needed.

“When buying a house, I think about 
what it needs in terms of investment 
and what additional value it will bring 
to the house when we go to sell it,” she 
said recently when readying her house 
for resale, necessitated by Matt’s 
having taken a job in a new location. 
“We look at the roof, the heating 
system, the windows, the siding, water 
heater, the kitchen and bathrooms…
the expensive things to deal with…

everything else is relatively minor in 
bringing a house up to where it needs 
to be.” 

In this case, “the exterior had 
already been done in top quality no- 
or low-maintenance materials like 
Azek trim, HardiPlank clapboard 
siding, and ‘lifetime’ roofing, but the 
heating system needed to be replaced, 
along with the kitchen and windows,” 
Kim said, “and because we intended to 
stay here for a long time, we decided 
it was worth it to make this major 
investment.”

Matt chimed in that in the case of 
the heating system, he decided to go 
whole hog because the house was such 
a hodgepodge of steam, hot water and 
electric.

“Home buyers are sometimes 
hesitant to invest in an old house 
because they fear such factors as 
the upkeep, the heating system and 
the lack of insulation…these are the 
biggest concerns…so we decided to 
put our money there,” he said. “We 
invested in a dual pump system that 
was expensive as an initial investment 
(in the case of the Cozzas’ home, it 
involved a $27,000 cost to include air 
conditioning), but it pays for itself 
over the years of efficient energy use.”  

The Cozzas also invested in a new 

kitchen with top grade surfaces that 
cost close to $40,000, and all new 
windows that cost $8,000. 

“It’s the dual pump heating system 
that really makes this a home of 
the future because we can achieve 
maximum energy efficiency by 
switching back and forth from 
electricity to propane, depending on 
which is cheaper to use during the 
course of the season,” Matt said, “and 
should we get a gas line in, or choose 
to install solar panels, we could also 
switch to one of those energy sources 
if we choose.   

“It’s expensive to install but if you’re 
going to be in the house for a while, it 
pays for itself, “ Matt concluded. 

As it happens, his relocation 
required that the Cozzas place their 
house on the market long before they 
planned, but combining the charm of 
yesteryear with the efficiencies of the 
future captured the attention of the 
market. As this column goes to press, 
the house has been on the market only 
two days, but it has enjoyed multiple 
showings and has two offers on the 
table.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® 
associated with William Raveis Real 
Estate and founder of Primavera 
Public Relations, Inc., the longest 
running public relations agency in 
Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.com), 
specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is www.TheHomeGuru.com. To 
engage the services of The Home Guru 
and his team to market your home for 
sale, call 914-522-2076.

Buying a Home of the Past, Leaving it a Home of the Future

BOB BUCHANAN PHOTO 
From left, Kim, Matt and Sydney Cozza in front of  their 1726 “home of  the future” in Yorktown Heights. 
It garnered multiple showings and two offers in less than two days on the market.
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The transition to college is an 
exciting time, full of anticipation for 
the next chapter of life. But with new 
opportunities come uncertainties, from 
financing an education to picking the 
right courses.

“Paying for college and having kids 
leave the house is new territory for most 
parents and children. But with research 
and preparation, parents can help kids 
learn how to maximize available funds, 
borrow responsibly and manage their 
new lives,” said Jodi Okun, founder of 

College Financial Aid Advisors and 
brand ambassador for Discover Student 
Loans. “Parents should encourage kids 
to take responsibility for forming a 
long-term financial plan they can work 
through together.”

Okun offers the following tips for a 
smooth transition:
•	 Empower Students. Let students start 

with smaller decisions, such as what to 
do with high school graduation money, 
and then build to bigger ones, such 
as finding and applying for additional 

scholarships, and deciding whether they 
can balance school with work-study or 
a part-time job. Encourage students 
to form meaningful relationships with 
their school’s financial aid office.

•	 Balance Dreams With Opportunities. 
While students often pick a major 
based on childhood passions, parents 
may steer them toward an in-demand 
field with a good salary and career 
trajectory. In fact, 70 percent of 
parents say job potential after college 
is as important or more important 
than choice of major, according to a 
recent Discover Student Loans survey. 
Starting salary should also guide how 
much debt the student takes on. For 
example, if a student anticipates a 
$40,000 a year starting salary, he or she 
should take on no more than $40,000 
in student loans over the course of 
college.

•	 Figure Out the Parents’ Role. 
The majority of student loans are 
for students, but there are loans 
specifically for parents (e.g., Parent 
PLUS Loans and some private student 
loans). Consider the advantages of 
each and decide whether parent 
student loans, traditional student loans 
or a combination is best. Regardless of 
what’s decided, parents should discuss 

options and expectations with their 
child.

•	 Exhaust Free Money First. Grants, 
scholarships and other free financial 
aid can help students pay for costs. 
Resources such as Discover’s Free 
Scholarship Search and Studentaid.
ed.gov can help students and parents 
identify and apply for important free 
money.

•	 Choose the Right Student Loan. With 
so many choices for loans, choosing 
the right one can be overwhelming. 
Families should compare federal 
and private student loans based on 
key components, such as interest 
rates, origination fees and repayment 
options and then choose the loans that 
best fit their financial needs.

•	 Seek Consultation. Financing college 
can be an overwhelming and confusing 
process. Consider talking to a financial 
planner who can offer sound advice.
More tips can be found at 

DiscoverStudentLoans.com.
As college costs rise, understanding 

the financial resources available, as well 
as having conversations about who is 
responsible for what, will ultimately 
provide peace of mind for students and 
parents.

Tips to Ensure Your Child’s Smooth Transition to College
Back To School

   

When students feel they belong, 
they can achieve anything.

October Open Houses:  Sunday, Oct. 5, 1 - 3 pm
Thursday, Oct. 16, 9 - 11 am • Sunday, Oct. 26, 1 - 3 pm

Families choose Soundview Prep because of its rigorous 
college preparatory curriculum, its strong music and art 

program, and its personalized learning community.

Soundview Preparatory School
370 Underhill Avenue, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

(914) 962-2780 • soundviewprep.org

You’re invited!You’re invited!

Quality 
Dance for 
Pre-School
to Adult 

www.danceexpressionny.com

REGISTERING FOR FALL DANCE CLASSES!

Dance Expression

JAZZ • HIP-HOP • CONTEMPORARY • BALLET 
POINTE • TAP • TUMBLING • MUSICAL THEATRE

Directed by former Knicks & Nets dancers,
Jessica Grafer & Christine Grafer Ferreira

Competition & Performance Teams
Private Lessons & Birthday Parties too!

8 John Walsh Blvd., Suite #327
Charles Point, Peekskill, NY 10566

(914) 736-3100

982 Main Street (Route 52)
Fishkill, NY 12524

(845) 765-2009
Registration on

Mon-Fri 8/25-8/29 10-12pm
and Thurs 9/4 from 5-7pm   
Classes Start Sept 15th

Registration on
Mon-Fri 8/18-8/22 10-12pm
and Tues 9/2 from 5-7pm

Classes Start Sept 8th

Dance is not
just what
we do...
It’s who
we are.

Proudly Celebrating 37 Years of Dance Instruction

Rose-Marie Menes, Founder and Artistic Director

914-245-2940 
1974 Commerce St. • Yorktown Heights

Visit our website for more information www.westchesterperformingarts.com

PROUDLY CELEBRATING 33 YEARS OF DANCE INSTRUCTION

SUMMER DANCE INTENSIVE
For Intermediate and Advanced Students

June 25 - July 27 • Ages 7 1/2 & Up
Ballet, Pointe, Partnering, Modern, Jazz, Tap,

Broadway, Lyrical

Classes In Ballet, Pointe, Modern, Hip Hop, 
Jazz, Tap, Broadway, Lyrical & Bollywood. 

Registration for 2014-2015
Fridays: Aug. 22, Sept. 5

5:00-7:00pm, Rm 121
Saturdays: Aug. 23, Sept. 6
10:00am-12:00pm , Rm 121

Fall Semester begins Sept. 8, 2014
NUTCRACKER AUDITIONS • Sept. 20, 2014

All classes taught by 
trained professional sta� 

Rose-Marie Menes, Founder and Artistic Director

914-245-2940 
1974 Commerce St. • Yorktown Heights

Visit our website for more information www.westchesterperformingarts.com

PROUDLY CELEBRATING 33 YEARS OF DANCE INSTRUCTION

SUMMER DANCE INTENSIVE
For Intermediate and Advanced Students

June 25 - July 27 • Ages 7 1/2 & Up
Ballet, Pointe, Partnering, Modern, Jazz, Tap,

Broadway, Lyrical

1974 Commerce St. • Yorktown Heights
Call 914-245-2940

www.westchesterperformingarts.com



August 19 - August 25, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com 13

The sensitive electronic devices 
your family now owns no longer sit 
safely in the den. Your laptops, phones 
and tablets are in kids’ backpacks, the 
schoolyard and even the tree house. 
And these devices are certainly worse 
for wear.

In fact, more than half of American 
parents say their kids have damaged a 
mobile phone, laptop, tablet or other 
portable device, costing more than $2.8 
billion in repairs and replacements, 
according to research from SquareTrade.

“As more kids use tablets and other 
devices for games, videos, research and 
homework, these devices are at greater 
risk than ever before” said Ty Shay, 
CMO of SquareTrade.

Whether children are using their 
own devices or yours, you’ll want to 
protect your family’s electronics. Here 
are several steps you can take to avoid 
accidents entirely and protect yourself 
financially when they do happen to 
occur.
•	 Guard Against Fumbles. It’s nearly 

impossible to avoid slips, drops and 
fumbles, especially for small hands, so 
always keep devices in protective cases 
and covers. This small investment can 
protect your bigger one.

•	 Don’t Cry Over Spilled Milk. About 
one-third of kid-caused accidents 
involve food and drink. Breakfast may 
be especially dangerous, as half of all 
kid-caused food accidents involved 
milk. You can limit these types of 
accidents by setting a rule in your 
house that no one can use devices 
during meals and snack time.

•	 Save it for Later. Bathrooms and 
sensitive electronics don’t mix, as it’s 
all too easy to drop that smartphone 
in the toilet, or even the bathtub. 
Encourage kids to save their text 
conversations for later.

•	 Pack Smart. Help kids pack their bags 
for the school day in a smart way that 
ensures their tablet and other devices 
won’t be crushed by a load of books or 
have a run-in with a melted chocolate 
bar.

•	 Buy a Protection Plan. While 
manufacturers’ warranties cover 
malfunctions for reasons beyond 
users’ control, the reality is that 
accidents are just waiting to happen, 
especially when kids are involved. So 
find a protection plan that will cover 
accidental damage.
Rather than opt for costly insurance 

through your mobile carrier, check 
out more affordable options, such as 
SquareTrade, which offers protection 
plans on mobile phones, tablets, laptops 

and other devices. Their mobile phone 
plans, for example, cost $5 a month 
with a $75 deductible -- which is less 
than half of what most mobile carriers 
charge --and their online claims process 
makes it easy.

More information on protection plans 
can be found at www.SquareTrade.com.

Life is full of mishaps, especially 
during the busy school year. Take steps 
to protect the useful tools you and your 
family use every day.

Easy Steps to Protect Kids’ Costly Gadgets
Back To School

Classes for Dancers Ages 18 months to 18 years 
Monday Classes in Hopewell Jct. 

Main Studio in Mahopac, NY (Mon-Sat) 

267 Tomahawk St.  Baldwin Place, NYÊ

Studio 118 
We offer a variety of introduction Ê

classes for dancers of all ages & levels.Ê

Irish Dance, Ballet, Zumba  & MoreÊ

10% OFF 
Fall Session 
With this ad 

More Info Online 

Email: KellyOsterIDS@aol.com 

Follow us on Twitter @Studio118dance 

Featuring the Kelly-Oster 
School of Irish Dance, llc 

Website:  www.Studio118dance.com 

Phone: 845-598-3094 

Like Us on Facebook: Kelly Oster School 

10% Off One Fall Session Class when you sign up online before September 22, 2014.Ê
Must present this coupon with payment.  One per family.  Ê
Can not be combined with other offers. Expires 10/1/14Ê

Ê

Ê
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Back to School...Back to Dance! 

Best Prices For Dancewear & Shoes In Town!                    
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For information on the above 2 programs call 914-528-5600 
1949 E Main St, Mohegan Lk, NY • Nancy Brophy, Owner/Director

1/2 Day or Full Day 
Program

Operating Hours 
7am-6pm

Tom Thumb Knows the “Power of Play”

H H H H H H H

Preschool, Recreational and Team classes 
available. 914-528-KIDS
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Back To School

Professional Women of Putnam 
(PWP) hosted Cocktails & Connections 
on July 29th at The Chophouse Grille 
in Mahopac and collected donations 
of school supplies to benefit Putnam 
CAP.  Over 40 enterprising women 
mixed and mingled for business and to 
benefit the Putnam Community Action 
Program (CAP) an anti-poverty program 
dedicated to serving the residents of 

Putnam County who are struggling to 
support themselves/and or their families. 
PWP will host their next event on 9/23 
at Arturo’s with guest speaker Lisa 
Kaslyn of Prosper Communications, 
the topic will be “How Content 
Marketing Can Boost Your Authority 
& Visibility”. To learn more visit: www.
professionalwomenofputnam.com

PWP Gather Supplies as 
School Slowly Approaches

Solaris Sports Clubs are offering:

Fall 
Registration

Starting
Now

Classes Start September 4

The Professional Women of  Putnam held a benefit to collect a donation of  school supplies to assist 
Putnam CAP and school children in the area

Come see our brand new facility
and register for the 2014 - 2015 season!

Open Houses from 4 pm - 7 pm
August 26, 27, 28
September 2, 3, 4

5 New State of the Art Studios,
Closed Circuit TV & Parent Lounge

509 Route 312
Brewster, NY 10509

(845) 278-0728
www.sevenstarschool.com

BB
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Here we are in 
the second decade 
of the new century. 
My how time flies. 
It seems just a short 
time ago that we 
were celebrating 
the dawn of the new 
millennium. Much 
has transpired in 
our lifetimes, in the 
realms of turbulent 

geopolitics, radical economic cycles, eye-
opening technological advances and major 
scientific breakthroughs.

Through it all the balance of man and 
nature has endured. Endured in spite of 
increasing environmental impacts and 
conflicts in the order of natural selection.

Science, in particular, has advanced to 
the point where some believe man is closer 
than ever to being in total control of his 
environment, all the while improving lives. 
From the decoding of the human genome 
to advances in printed circuits, man feels 
more in control of his role in the natural 
order of things.

However, as man advances in his 
determined control over his destiny, nature 
is always there to remind us of the natural 
order of everything.

With this in mind, I’ve been ruminating 
on man’s recent encounters with nature 
regarding matters concerning the wine 

industry.
In the industry, there are 

many examples of man’s 
battle with the balance of 
nature. Man advances in 
conquering one aspect 
of the natural order; the 
natural order roars back 
with a forceful reminder 
of its superiority and dominance. Natural 
disasters and phenomenon such as 
wildfires, hurricanes, hailstorms, drought 
and disease continuously assault vineyards. 
Yet, man valiantly perseveres and comes 
back each time.

Andy Beckstoffer, owner of California’s 
prominent Beckstoffer Vineyards 
comments: “Whatever Nature throws at 
us, we will overcome. Our intellect and our 
science are that far advanced.”

Reality or perception? And at what 
price? 

1. It requires approximately five years of 
investment in new seedlings and ongoing 
maintenance for a vineyard to resume its 
production after a major blow from nature. 
A cash-strapped winery may not be able to 
survive this assault. 

2. When disease and weeds choked corn 
fields in the United States, Monsanto began 
a decades-long push to engineer seeds that 
resisted Monsanto’s Roundup pesticide 
product. Now farmers can spray Roundup 
freely across vast stretches of farmland. But 

the growing proliferation 
of Genetically Modified 
Organisms (GMO) has 
raised concerns over the 
long-term negative effects 
of the pesticide as well as 
the human consumption 
of GMO corn, soy and 
other products. Today, 

over 80 percent of all corn and soy grown 
in the United States is from genetically 
engineered seeds.

3. From the truth-is-stranger-than-
fiction department: Emmanuel Giboulot, a 
French winemaker in the Loire Valley, has 
been maintaining his vineyards organically 
for many years. He eschews chemical 
fertilizers, pesticides and herbicides, 
instead preferring to utilize nature’s 
counterbalancing elements. Among 
other measures, he lays down organic 
fertilizers and promotes an environment 
for beneficial insects in his vineyard that in 
turn control harmful insects. It seems he is 
in harmony with nature.

However, he was recently fined, and 
nearly jailed, by the local government for 
defying their ordinance that requires the 
use of Pyrevent, a pesticide used to kill a 
leafhopper insect that has been found to 
spread disease and kill grapevines. 

Ironically, this ordinance flies in the 
face of a European Union initiative that 
encourages the use of organic farming 

to prevent contamination of agricultural 
products and the environment.

Giboulot successfully deals with 
preventing the spread of the leafhopper 
in his own, natural way. Pyrevent, while 

accomplishing a similar immediate result, 
upsets the balanced vineyard ecosystem. 
It is toxic to plants and animals, and has 
unknown effects on human health and the 
environment.

Man in harmony with nature or at war 
with nature? Which produces the better 
end result? It is as if man constantly tests 
the boundaries and capacities of nature, 
expecting that the balance will be sustained 
with no material negative impact. We are 
modern man and we are in control of our 
destiny – or are we?

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
By Nick Antonaccio

Mother Nature vs. Man: The Battle Rages On and On

‘but at what price?’
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Ongoing
Boscobel Expands Playgroups for 

Tots: Due to the popularity of its spring 
playgroup series, Rhyme Time by the 
Hudson, Boscobel is now offering three 
more sessions for young children in 2014. 
The interactive, educator-led playgroups 
are designed for children ages 1 through 
5 with their parents, grandparents or 
caregivers and take place in Boscobel’s 
spacious pavilion tent off the west 
meadow, as well as its inspirational 
Hudson River scenic overlook. Summer 
Session (3 weeks) July 25, August 1, 
August 8 Members: $30 for 2 (caregiver 
& child) Not-Yet Members: $45 for 2 
(caregiver & child) $15 each additional 
child early fall session (4 weeks) 
September 5, 12, 19, 26 late fall session (4 
weeks):  October 3, 10, 17, 24 Members: 
$40 for 2 (caregiver & child) Not-Yet 
Members: $60 $15 each additional child 
To register for a Playgroup, contact Lisa 
DiMarzo: ldimarzo@boscobel.org or 
845.265.3638 x140. Memberships can be 
purchased at Boscobel.org.

Sizzling summer at the Library: 
The last bell of the school year barely 
rang when over 200 kids, parents and 
neighbors came to the library to enjoy 
the big Summer Kick Off Block Party.  
Visitors of all ages enjoyed the festivities 
held in the beautiful Patterson Library 
Park. Great food, games, a hula hoop 
demonstration, music and dancing kept 
the crowd buzzing all afternoon.   The 
Block Party was the first on a list of fun 
events for adults and kids taking place all 
summer long. From movie screenings, 
Beer Making & Country Line Dancing 
Under the Stars, to gardening and 
cooking classes there is something for 
everyone.  In addition to great programs, 
the library offers museum passes for 
free and discounted admission to great 
area museums, a wonderful teaching 
vegetable garden sponsored in part by 
a grant with the United Way, plus great 
services including  free eBook downloads, 
Kindles, audiobooks, Open Computer 
help sessions plus great summer reading 
programs raffles & giveaways.  For more 
information on programs and services, 
visit our website at www.pattersonlibrary.
org & click on calendar or call 845-878-
6121 x 10. Follow us on Facebook & 
Pinterest for more library happenings.

Brewster Farmers’ Market: The 2014 
Market is scheduled to run through Sat. 
11/22, Wednesday’s and Saturday’s, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m., rain or shine, at the same 
location, 208 East Main St. (Rtes 6 X 
202 & 22 at the bottom of Peaceable Hill 
Rd.) in the Village of Brewster. We are 
still participating in the NYS Dept. of 
Agriculture Farmers Market Nutrition 
Program, accepting WIC and SNP checks 
(good from July through November). We 
hope to see you soon @ Brewster Farmers’ 

Market (Sponsored by CBB, Inc.) 
Cancer Support Available: Support 

Connection, Inc., a not-for profit 
organization that provides free, 
confidential support services for people 
affected by breast and ovarian cancer, 
offers a wide range of free support groups 
women with breast and ovarian cancer. 
Groups focus on topics pertaining to 
living with cancer through all stages of 
diagnosis, treatment and post-treatment. 
They are offered in Westchester, 
Putnam and Dutchess, and by toll-free 
teleconference. For a complete calendar 
of groups at all locations, visit www.
supportconnection.org. Advance 
registration is required for all groups; call 
914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.

The following support groups are 
scheduled in Putnam and Dutchess 
in Sept.: At Putnam Hospital Center in 
Carmel: 1) Breast Cancer Support Group: 
Third Thurs. of the month, Sept.18, at 7 
p.m. 2) Breast & Ovarian Cancer Support 
Group: Third Wed. of the month, Sept. 
17, at 7 p.m. by teleconference: For those 
unable to attend groups in-person, there 
are monthly Telephone Support Groups 
via toll-free teleconference, enabling 
women to participate regardless of their 
location and from the comfort of their 
homes. Call a few days ahead to learn 
how to participate. The Ovarian Cancer 
Telephone Group will take place on Wed., 
Sept. 10, at 8 p.m. The Advanced Stage 
or Metastatic Breast Cancer Telephone 
Group will take place on Mon., Sept.8, at 
8 p.m.

Mid Week Hikes - The leaders offer 
hikes of varying difficulty to different 
areas of the Mid Hudson Valley. 
Hikes may be followed by a stop for 
refreshments. Leaders: Ginny Fauci, 
gefauci@gmail.com 845-399-2170 or 
Lalita Malik, Lalitamalik@aol.com (845) 
592-0204. They will be held on the 1st 
& 3rd Thursdays of every month until 
November when they will be every week.  
(If changes/additions to these hikes occur, 
they will be found on the website www.
MidHudsonADK.org)

Mid Week Paddles –We paddle scenic 
creeks, rivers, and lakes on most 2nd 
and 4th Thursdays through October.  
Occasionally when the weather is perfect, 
additional impromptu paddles will 
be arranged.  Most of the paddles are 
moderate in pace and distance.  A few 
are easy, a few more challenging.  Leader: 
Shari Aber shnaber@yahoo.com, (If 
changes/additions to these hikes occur, 
they will be found on the website www.
MidHudsonADK.org)

Save the Date: 
Thursday, September 4

Putnam County Office for Senior 
Resources Computer Learning Center 
for Seniors will hold registration at the 

William Koehler Senior Center, 180 
Route 6 in Mahopac and at the Putnam 
Valley Senior Center, 117 Town Park 
Lane, Putnam Valley.  Registration hours 
at both sites will be from 9:30 a.m. – 11 
a.m. Anyone 55 or older can register for 
a variety of computer classes from basic 
to advanced, to using an iPad, to Digital 
Photography.  We also offer a number 
of special workshops, such as Using the 
Internet to Plan Your Trip, Help with 
Mach laptops, Facebook Security, Copy/
Cut/Paste, and Buying and Selling on 
eBay. Register in person or call Cathy 
O’Brien at (845)628-6423 or email her 
at c.obrien23@comcast.net.  If anyone 
is interested in volunteering, please call 
Cathy.
Friday, September 12

Golf Tourney Sponsorship/
Foursome’s available: The Kent 
Volunteer Fire Department golf tourney 
will be held on Friday September 12 at 
The Sedgewood Club (810 Golf Ridge Rd. 
Kent NY). 10 a.m. registration, 10:30 a.m. 
putting contest, 11 a.m. lunch, noon golf, 
6 p.m. dinner & prizes at the Kent Fire 
House. $150 per golfer.  Journal ads and 
on-the-course signs vary in cost from $50 
- $100. This is a great way to get together 
with friends and relatives and also to 
promote your business while supporting 
the Kent Volunteer Fire Department.  
Please contact Bill for more information 
at 845-226-1254 or www.kentvfd.com
Friday, October 17, 2014

Putnam Family and Community 
Services’ Dinner Dance Benefit, 
IMAGINE!, will be held at  Salem Golf 
Club (18 Bloomer Rd., North Salem) at

6:30 p.m.  The Annual PFCS ‘IMAGINE’ 
Award will be introduced in honor of Sid 
Gibson, recognizing his perseverance and 
dedication to the vision of  a community 
free from the stigma associated with 
mental illness.  The  first annual award will 
be presented to Steve and Susan Salomone 
and Lou  and Carol Christiansen, co-
founders, Drug Crisis in Our Backyard , 
for  their untiring work to drive awareness 
for intervention and prevention  in 
the face of our current drug epidemic.  
Featuring a silent auction and music 
by Tony Merando and The Crossroads 
Band. Proceeds benefit the mental health 
and chemical dependency programs of 
Putnam Family &  Community Services. 
Contact Debbie Levin at 845-225-2700, 
x136 or dlevin@PFCSinc.org to make 
your reservation ($115 per person) or 
inquire about sponsorship and advertising 
opportunities.  Visit www.PFCSinc.org/
Events.html for more.
Wednesday, August 20 

Patterson History Project: Patterson 
Library, 1167 Rte. 311 Patterson.  7 p.m. 
and September 17 at 1 p.m.. Join for this 
great ongoing local history project! Learn 
how to research local history using online 

land records. Come share your knowledge 
and memories to help the Patterson 
Historical Society identify maps, photos 
and documents and bring your own items 
and have them recorded in this project. 
Feel free to bring your laptop to follow 
along! Registration preferred, walk-ins 
welcome if space allows. To register or for 
more information, visit us online at www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click on calendar 
or call 845-878-6121 x10. Free program.

SAT Practice Test SAT Practice Test: 
4 p.m.-8 p.m. Take a free, proctored SAT 
test and get a better feel for the question 
type and content of this test.  Bring a #2 
pencil and a calculator to the practice 
test. Results will be emailed to registered 
participants by Kaplan Test Prep. Limited 
enrollment; preference given to MCSD 
residents. Register for the Practice SAT 
Test, or call 845-628-2009, ext 100.
Friday, August 22

Support Connection Annonces 
Walk Kickoff Celebration: (Yorktown 
Heights, NY) Support Connection, Inc., 
announces a Kickoff Celebration for 
their 20th Anniversary Support-A-Walk 
for Breast and Ovarian Cancer. The 
celebration will be hosted by Hudson 
Valley Hospital Center . 7:30 a.m. – 9 a.m., 
at The Cancer Center at HVHC, 1980 
Crompond Rd., Cortlandt Manor. The 
Kickoff Celebration is open to everyone 
and free of charge. There will be breakfast, 
networking and door prize drawings. It’s 
also a chance to learn everything you 
need to know about the Walk. Support 
Connection staff and volunteers will 
be on hand to answer questions and to 
register anyone who wants to participate 
in the Walk. Brochures, flyers and other 
materials will be available, along with info 
on fundraising and forming teams. For 
more info on the Kickoff Celebration, or to 
RSVP, contact Support Connection: 914-
962-6402 or walk@supportconnection.
org.

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks 

prior to your event and include the words “Happenings 
Calendar Submission” in your email subject line. Entries 

should be sent to Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.

Crossword 
Answers
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 081914

OverÊ500ÊVacationÊHomes,Ê
fromÊDuckÊtoÊCorolla,Ê

OceanfrontÊtoÊSoundfront,Ê
PrivateÊPools,ÊHotÊTubs,Ê

PetsÊandÊMoreÉ

rindley
each

V A C A T I O N S Ê & Ê S A L E S

BookÊOnlineÊatÊÊwww.brindleybeach.com
1-877-642-3224

Ò S E R V I C E Ê F I R S TÉ Ê F U N ÊA LWAY S ! Ó

Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds@
theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

adoption
A loving, established couple with close 
family dream of a home filled with the 
sounds of a child. Please contact 855-884-
6080; jennandjonadopt@gmail.com www.
jennandjonadopt.info Expenses paid.

Abundance of love in  warm, caring 
home near devoted family. Happiness. 
Hugs. Education. Expenses paid. Call Mi-
chele 888-486-5971, www.Michelelook-
ingtoadopt.com or ContactMe@Michele-
LookingToAdopt.com

Devoted loving couple wishes to adopt 
newborn into secure home filled with 
care, love & happiness. Expenses Paid. 
Anthony/Tim, call 855.975.4792, text 
917.991.0612, www.anthonyandtim.com.

auCtions
Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

BusinEss For saLE:
HAnDs-on eDucAtionAl en-
RicHment compAny FoR sAle. 
Great business opportunity for teachers, 
artists, performers, naturalists who love 
working with children. Programs de-
signed for elementary schools/libraries/
camps to enhance curriculum. Programs 
align with curriculum standards. Current 
customer base 40+ schools in Westches-
ter/ CT.  Turnkey priced to sell at 32k.  
914-980-4394 / 914-582-0708

BuYinG aLmost  
anYtHinG oF VaLuE 
especially jewelry, coins, watches, gold 
scrap, silver, diamonds - all sizes and 
shapes, silver flatware sets, furs. Basically 
anything of value. cAll JAck FoR 
Appointment (917) 696-2024 

EduCation
employers need work-at-home medical 
transcriptionists! Get the online train-
ing you need to fill these positions with 
training through SUNY Ulster. Train at 
home to work at home! Visit CareerStep.
com/NewYork to start training for your 
work-at-home career today.†

EmpLoYmEnt
FAcilities AnD kitcHen mAn-
AGeRs Catskill Mtns. fishing/hunting 
club seeks long- term couple to manage 
facilities/ meal services. Benefits include: 
housing / vehicle / insurance. Compen-
sation commensurate with experience. 

Resumes to: CatskillNYEmployment@
gmail.com

EVEnts
RinAlDiFleAmARkets.com Every 
Sunday Weather Permitting 900 Dutchess 
Turnpike (rt44) Poughkeepsie NY. Free 
Admission & Parking, Great Food & Bar-
gains. Vendors Wanted! Please visit RIN-
ALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM 631-891-
7112

HEaLtH & BEautY
pelVic/tRAnsVAGinAl mesH? Did 
you undergo transvaginal placement of 
mesh for pelvic organ prolapse or stress 
urinary incontinence between 2005 and 
the present? If the mesh caused compli-
cations, you may be entitled to compen-
sation. Call Charles H.Johnson Law and 
speak with female staff members 1-800-
535-5727

HELp WantEd
FulleR BRusH compAny Dis-
tRiButoRs neeDeD. Earn up to 46% 
profit servicing people in your area. No 
Investment. Call 1-800-683-2002

AiRline cAReeRs begin here Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
Technician training. Financial aid for 
qualified students  Housing available. Job 
placement assistance. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

HomE improVEmEnt
HAs youR BuilDinG sHiFteD oR 
settleD? Contact Woodford Broth-
ers Inc, for straightening, leveling, 
foundation and wood frame repairs at 
1-800-OLD-BARN. www.woodfordbros.
com. "Not applicable in Queens county"

Land For saLE
FARmlAnD sell- oFF! 8/23! 1 DAy 
only! 5acres- $19,900 15acres- $29,900 
19acres- $39,900 Trout streams, ponds, 
springs, valley views, apple orchards, pine 
forest, stonewalls! 3 hours NY City! Own-
er terms! Cash discounts! Call: (888)905-
8847 newyorklandandlakes.com

pRoFitABle opeRAtinG Busi-
ness HiGHmARket inn & spoRts! 
Restaurant, Tavern, Snowmobile/ATV 
Service Center, Home. $349,900. Lewis 
County.† John Hill, RE Salesperson 315-
657- 5469. NY LAND QUEST nyland-
quest.com

misCELLanEous
sAWmills from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

out oF statE rEaL EstatE
sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach, Close to riverfront district. 
Pre-owned homes starting at $35,000. 
New models available. 772-581-0080, 
www.beach-cove.com

VaCation rEntaLs
oceAn city, mARylAnD. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open dai-
ly. Holiday Real Estate. 1-800-638-2102. 
Online reservations: www.holidayoc.com

WantEd
most cAsH pAiD FoR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. pleAse cAll AARon At
914-654-1683 

cAsH for coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

PELVIC/TRANSVAGINAL MESH?  

Did you undergo trans-vaginal placement of mesh for Ê
pelvic organ prolapse or stress urinary incontinence Ê
between 2005 and the present? If the mesh caused Ê

complications, you may be entitled to compensation. Ê
Call Charles H.Johnson Law and speak with female 

staff members 1-800-535-5727Ê

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR
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By A.J. Martelli
The New York-Penn League All-

Star Game may be taking place 
tonight at MCU Park in Brooklyn, 
but a strong Hudson Valley presence 
will be felt. The Renegades will be 
represented in the All-Star Game by 
seven players, a record number for 
the minor league franchise. 

“It’s awesome; a great 
accomplishment to them,” said 
Renegades skipper Tim Parenton, 
who will be managing the game with 
his coaching staff. “They put up the 
numbers, they got the recognition by 
the league president and they’re going 
to do great.”

Two Renegade outfielders in Bralin 
Jackson and Hunter Lockwood were 
selected. Jackson, the Tampa Bay Rays’ 
fifth pick in the 2012 Major League 
Baseball draft, has tallied 56 hits in 54 
games and has demonstrated a keen 
eye at the plate, drawing 24 walks. He 
also hit .324 in the month of July and 
leads the Renegades with 18 multi-hit 
games.

Lockwood has been as clutch as 
they come, leading the league with 
13 home runs and 43 RBIs. Three 
of his 13 round-trippers have been 
of the walk-off variety, and he’s very 
excited to be playing in his first All-
Star Game.

“I’m looking forward to it,” 
Lockwood said. “Going there with a 
bunch of guys that you know and get 
to play with every day is just going to 
make it all the more special. We’ve 
had a lot of guys playing well for us all 
year; been hitting the ball, throwing 
strikes and getting the job done when 
we need it.”

Along with a pair of outfielders, 
three Renegade infielders will be playing 
tonight. Utility man Coty Blanchard, 
second baseman Jace Conrad and first 
baseman Casey Gillaspie each received 
the nod.

Blanchard currently sports a .287 
batting average, has driven in 24 runs 
and he leads the league with 20 stolen 

bases. Meanwhile Conrad has 17 steals, 
boasts a .277 average, and has knocked 
in 18 runs.

Gillaspie, the Rays’ first pick in this 
year’s draft, has been worth the price 
of admission with his seven home runs 
this summer, coupled with 38 RBIs and 
a .273 clip at the plate. The younger 
brother of Chicago White Sox third 

baseman Conor Gillaspie is looking 
forward to the experience.

“It should be a fun time,” Gillaspie 
said. “We have a good team, the guys 
work hard. I’m happy for all the guys 
who got invited.”

Rounding out the Renegades in 
the All-Star Game are pitchers Nolan 
Gannon and Hunter Wood. Gannon is 

currently 5-2 in nine starts with an ERA 
of 2.68. The tall right-hander has struck 
out 43 batters in 47 innings while only 
allowing five walks.

Wood, another lanky righty, has been 
equally as dominant, with a 3-3 record 
in 11 starts for the Gades, and a 2.91 
ERA.

ANDY JACOBS PHOTO
Renegade 2B Jace Conrad flashes his All-Star form in Sunday’s 9-1 loss to Lowell at the Dutch.

Renegades Send Record Seven Players to NYPL All-Star Game
 August 19 - August 25, 2014 SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS SPORTS SECTION
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Newly-minted 
Mahopac High 
basketball Coach Jim 
Harter will have his 
hands full this winter. 
Replacing a legend is 
never easy, and that 
is what Harter will 
attempt to do; taking 

over the reins of the successful Indians’ 
basketball program from former Coach 
Kevin Downes, who, as you likely know by 
now, resigned over the infamous, racially-
charged tweets that nearly sent Mahopac 
back into the Abe Lincoln-era last February. 

Please, let this be the last 
time we discuss “the Tweets”, 
“the alleged confederate 
flag”, “the fight in the stands 
at the County Center”, “the 
nocuous taunts from Mount 
Vernon’s unruly fans” et 
al. Harter comes with a 
résumé chock-full-of-goodness, a dossier 
that includes a successful 16-year stint at 
Pace University and NBA bloodlines: his 
father, Richard Alvin “Dick” Harter spent 
a lifetime with the NY Knicks, Charlotte, 
Detroit, Portland, Indiana and other prized 
basketball organizations before passing in 
2012, so Jim Harter was raised a gym rat 
through necessity. 

It’s that incessant yearning to coach that 
drew Harter to Mahopac, which went the 
“safe route” by selecting a veteran coach 
to step in for Downes, now coaching at 
Yorktown High where he, too, will have 
his hands full as he tries to build a winner 
from the ground up; much like he did 
at Mahopac while taking the Indians to 
the Section 1 Class AA finals four years 
running, including one championship 
appearance (2013) and five league titles. 

Harter, who coached alongside former 
Somers boss Chris DiCintio with the East 
Coast Panthers on the AAU circuit last 
year, went 224-213 during his career at Pace 
and guided the Setters to three Division-II 
NCAA tournament berths before losing the 

gig in 2013. He was named 
NIT/Metropolitan Coach 
of the Year in 1999 and 
now inherits a Mahopac 
program that went 17-4 last 
season under Downes, a 
prideful African-American 
man, who stepped down 

in the aftermath of the Mount Vernon 
incident.

“I was excited to hear I got the job because 
I was impressed with the people I met at 
Mahopac in the interview process and their 
commitment to wanting to do things the 
right way,” Harter said before heading off 
the Berkshires for a week-long camp he will 
run. “I appreciate that the administration 

has placed confidence in me to move the 
program forward.”

Downes, for his part, wishes Mahopac 
well; though he likely won’t put the past 
behind him until the Cornhuskers tip off 
this winter. His coaching lore at Mahopac 
now a thing of the past, Downes, a football 
and basketball legend at Mahopac in the 
late ’80s, hasn’t heard from a single coach 
or administrator at Mahopac since his 
resignation last winter. That fact stings 
almost as much as “the Tweets” did; those 
nonsensical rants of a few bad apples that 
went viral with a series of “likes”, “re-tweets” 
and a non-sympathetic media that went on 
attack mode on Mahopac.

The last two years have been, perhaps, 
the darkest era in Mahopac history, a litany 
of things gone publicly awry: starting with 
David Villalobos, who jumped into the Tiger 
pit at the Bronx Zoo in September of 2012, 
escalating with the former student crashing 
his car into Mahopac High School before 
dying (the district then faced criticism for 
ostracizing special ed. students), the bad 
blood with Mount Vernon and subsequent 
fallout after the infamous hoops game, 
the highway department co-worker fiasco 
that ended in the death of a good man, the 
alleged rape by a restaurateur (whose trial 
ended  with a hung jury; 11-1 in favor of 
conviction), and ending with the slew 
of heroin deaths while being wrongfully 
pigeonholed as community of racists. 

These issues are hardly contained to 
Mahopac: They have become standard 
fare for much of America, but the media 
has been quick to point out Mahopac’s 
shortcomings. The ill-famed Tweets not 
only damaged the tense relations between 
Mahopac and Mount Vernon, it gathered 
a tumultuous wave of negative media 
publicity and put the entire community 
under the microscope.

Hell, even Brad and Angelina pulled 
the wool over our eyes with the rumored 
purchase of the Massaro Mansion on 
Petre Island, which turned out to be pure 
poppycock. So, now the Mahopac district 
turns to venerable Rich Harter to restore 
some order on the Mahopac basketball 
court, counting on the fact that his vast 
experience as a collegiate coach will pay 
dividends in one of Section 1’s most fervent 
sports communities. 

“It was unfortunate what happened (at the 
end of last season), but I am excited about 
a future at Mahopac where we continue to 
play at a high level and represent the school 
with class both on and off the court,” Harter 
said.

Welcome, sir: May I suggest you head on 
down to the Freight House Café where my 
girl Donna Massaro, the lovely owner, will 
brew you a mean cup of Moe Joe and clue 
you in on one more fact: No matter what 
curve ball life throws at them, Mahopacians 
will adjust accordingly and dig deep, 
including the group of hoopsters beholden 
to you this winter. They may not have the 
overall talent the previous four teams have 
had, but they will die trying.

“I have seen the returning players and 
there is a good nucleus coming back,” 
Harter said. “From my standpoint, it is 
a good situation because they have been 
taught how to play hard from Coach 
Downes and they know how to win.”

Folks are counting on you, Coach Harter, 
along with the rest of the coaches, teachers, 
students, administration and parents to 
change the fortunes of image-shattered 
Mahopac and negate the Google search 
engines that jump directly to the dreaded 
eve of February 27, 2014 when you type in 
the words “Mahopac basketball”. 

Good luck, sir; the Mahopac Maniacs 
welcome you!

Sports

RAY gALLAgHER PHOTO
The student body at Mahopac hopes to be out in force this winter, supporting new varsity basketball Coach 
Jim Harter and the Indians.

Mahopac Turns its Lonely Eyes to Coach Harter
Veteran Hoops Mentor Takes over for Coach Downes

Direct 
Rays

Members of  the Peekskill Brewery softball team pose with the championship hardware after 
defeating The Stadium in a thrilling 3-game series that concluded with a 12-7 triumph last 
Tuesday night. Members of  the team include Dom Ricciardi, Matt Lugo, Tim Murray, Chris 
Murray, Julian Lugo, Jay Stroh, Brian Bellantoni, Tom Vasile, greg Pasacrita, Tim Colligan, Josh 
goldberg, Dennis Nittoli, Chris Jones.

Peekskill Brewery Crowned 
Put Valley A-League Champs
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Tonight’s New York-Penn League All-Star game in Brooklyn will be littered with 
players from the first-place Hudson Valley Renegades; seven in all, as the 
‘gades set a franchise record when two outfielders -- Bralin Jackson and Hunter 
Lockwood -- joined three infielders -- Coty Blanchard, Jace Conrad and Casey 
gillaspie -- plus pitchers Nolan gannon and Hunter Wood in the MLB showcase... 
see Renegades Notebook inside 

Seven Wonders!
Renegades Set Team 

Record, Place 7 in 
NYPl all-Star Game

ANDY JACOBS PHOTOS


