
By David Propper
Last week, instead of sitting 

inside the Putnam County Historic 
Courthouse for a county Legislature 
meeting, Richard Othmer was either 
in his modest office at the Kent 
Highway Department headquarters on 
Ludington Court or on the road in the 
Town of Kent.

Six months deep into starting out 
as Kent Highway Superintendent and 
leaving the legislature, Othmer is 
enjoying every bit of the daily grind 
and grit that comes with the new 
post. It’s a completely different line of 
work for the Kent resident, but it’s the 
sort of job that fits his expertise and 
personality far better than when he 
was a legislator, he admits.

“I’m really enjoying it. It’s hands-on 
work, something that I’m accustomed 
to doing and it comes a lot more 
naturally to me,” Othmer said. “Being 
a legislator was a very important job, 

but at times it could be extremely 
frustrating.”

Going back to last election season, 
Othmer still had one more year left 
on his term as a legislator representing 
District 3, which covers most of 
Kent. But when it became known 
former highway superintendent 
Tony Caravetta wasn’t going to run 
for another term, Othmer seized the 
opportunity and ran uncontested. 

While Othmer notes plenty of 
positives from his days on the 
legislature, the tension and unease that 
came with being in the political arena 
never sat well with him.

Though he remembers former 
legislator Dan Birmingham stating 
how much he enjoyed the arguing 
back and forth, Othmer “hated it.” He 
didn’t like the infighting within the 
Republican Party or the infighting 
within the legislature. And when he 
felt certain politicians took credit for 

things they shouldn’t have, it bothered 
him immensely.

“There were a few legislators with 
egos,” Othmer noted, but not naming 
names. “But the majority are good 
people.”

Signs of a good legislator, as far as 
Othmer is concerned, is someone who 
passed a law, resolution or made a 
county charter change, things Othmer 
was able to accomplish. Upgrades to 
county facilities, implementing an SPO 
officer at Mahopac high school along 
with Legislator Roger Gross, voting on 
a term limits law, and making tweaks 
to the county charter are all actions 
Othmer took that he now looks back 
fondly on.

“I always voted for what I thought 
was right,” Othmer said. “My real belief 
is once you put your right hand up and 
take an oath, it doesn’t matter what 
party anyone belongs to.” 

Now, for six months on the job as the 

highway superintendent, Othmer has 
stayed busy thanks to Mother Nature. 
Taking over the department during a 
horrid winter, Othmer and his crew 
had countless hours of snow removal 
to work through, one time even going 
two straight days. The roof of the 

By David Propper
Though questions emerged in recent 

weeks over which candidate earned the 
endorsement of the Independence Party 
for the District 8 legislature seat, an 
Independence Party member claimed the 
party is going to back challenger Amy 
Sayegh instead of incumbent Dini LoBue.

In an interview, Dhyalma Vazquez, the 
Vice Chair of the Westchester County 
Independence Party, which also handles 
Putnam County, said Sayegh was the only 
candidate receiving the Independence 
Party nod after LoBue received the 
endorsement in 2011. 

“Amy Sayegh is the only one that came 
before us,” Vazquez said. “There’s no one 
else that came before us.”

Calling Sayegh a “bright lady,” Vazquez 
said Sayegh sent her an application with 
her qualifications seeking the party’s 
endorsement. Vazquez said the next 
steps include having a meeting with the 
state Independence Committee where 
she’ll present all the campaigns that are 
endorsed for the Westchester and Putnam 
area. Once it is voted on, the paperwork 
will be filled out and then the party will 

submit a Wilson Pakula, which is an 
authorization given by a political party 
to a candidate in New York that allows a 
candidate not registered with that party 
to run as its candidate, to the Putnam 
County Board of Elections by July 14. 

Vasquez said she has been receiving 
calls that make it seem as though there 
is some misunderstanding over which 
candidate would get endorsed by the 
party, but wanted to clarify Sayegh is the 
pick. 

Sayegh said it was her understanding 
the Independence Party would endorse 
her after conversations with Vasquez, 
but did say she wasn’t completely sure if 
both candidates might get the party’s nod, 
which would force a primary similar to 
the face-off congressional candidates Nan 
Hayworth and Sean Patrick Maloney had 
for the line a few weeks ago.

“Even if we both are endorsed, I’m 
confident that the voters will choose the 
right candidate,” Sayegh said. “It’s really 
up to the voters to choose, and I believe I 
am the best candidate.”

LoBue declined to comment specifically 
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DAVID PROPPER PHOTO 
Richard Othmer sits in his office at the Town of  
Kent Highway Department headquarters where 
Othmer has been on the job for six months now.
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Now Open: Tilly Foster Farm

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Last Thursday afternoon, before the rain clouds covered the blistering sun, Putnam County 
reintroduced Tilly Foster Farm back to the public with a ribbon cutting ceremony that featured 
County Executive MaryEllen Odell and a handful of  other public officials. Members of  the county 
Legislature, county department heads, and other community figures all celebrated the reopening 
of  the farm and specifically the start of  the Tilly Foster Country Fair that featured rides, games, 
music, food, and fun for all ages. In an interview, Odell thanked all the stakeholders that helped 
make the fair a reality, including and especially the Putnam County Sheriff’s Department. “There’s 
really a lot of  history and what we’ve tried to do is in promoting Putnam County as an economic 
driver is to use our history and heritage both as in agriculture and recreation,” Odell said. “So this 
destination compliments all of  this very well.” Legislature Chairman Carl Albano did the honors, 
snipping the ribbon shortly after 4 p.m.
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By David Propper
The body of an unidentified 

woman was found floating in the 
Hudson River on July 1, according 
to a press release sent out by the 
Putnam County Sheriff ’s Office, after 
a passing boater spotted the body in 
the river around 10 a.m. 

The West Point Fire Department 
was the first to respond followed by 

patrol boats from the Putnam County 
Sheriff ’s Office and Rockland County 
Sheriff ’s Department. The body was 
recovered near the middle of the 
river in waters bounded by Garrison 
on the eastern shore and Highland 
Falls in the western bank, according 
to the release.

The body was brought to a Garrison 
Yacht Club dock in Garrison Landing 

where the county coroner pronounced 
the woman dead. The body was moved 
to the Putnam County morgue where 
an autopsy will occur to determine 
cause of death. 

The woman, who has yet to be 
identified as of Monday afternoon, is 
described as dark skinned in her late 
30s, early 40s, with hair in a ponytail 
past her shoulders, according to the 

release. She was dressed in a black 
blouse, Aero brand blue jeans and 
black ankle high boats.

Anyone who may have information 
concerning the woman’s identity 
or the circumstances of her death 
is asked to call the Sheriff ’s Office 
at (845)-225-8060.  All calls are 
confidential. 

By Rick Pezzullo
Players and teams are still being sought 

for the first annual Nothin’ But Net 
basketball tournament being held next 
week at FDR State Park in Yorktown by 
the Yorkville Sports Association (YSA).

Portions of proceeds from the event, 
which kicks off Wednesday, July 9 at 
5:45 p.m., will benefit the Yorktown Teen 
Center and Friends of FDR Park. 

“We want to get it off the ground and 
get it going,” said David Rocco, who is 
coordinating the tournament.

The three-on-three, half court contests 
will be 30 minutes running time each. 
It’s double elimination, so each team is 
guaranteed at least two games. Rocco 
said YSA is shooting for at least 16 teams. 

Preregistration is preferred at www.
ysaleagues.com or by calling (914) 962-
8390 or 914-819-8792 or sending an email 
to david@ysaleagues.com. Individual and 
team walk-ups the day of the tournament 
may also be accepted.

The cost per team is $150. The winning 
team receives $200 plus a trophy, while 
the runner-up receives $100 and a trophy. 
There will also be a Most Valuable Player 
named. Anyone over 16 is eligible to play.

If there’s inclement weather, the 
games might be held inside at Club Fit 
in Jefferson Valley. After the opening 
round on Wednesday, other games in the 
tournament will be held on Thursday, July 
10 and Friday, July 11.

Body Found in Hudson River; Yet to be Identified 
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over which candidate might get the 
endorsement, noting she’d rather wait 
until something is officially confirmed. 
She did say she sent a letter of inquiry 
to the Independence Party regarding 
an endorsement, which contradicts 
Vazquez’s assertion that only Sayegh 
approached the party.

So far, LoBue has been nominated by the 

Republican Party and the Conservative 
Party. 

“Political liberty is in jeopardy in 
Putnam County and that’s why it’s 
so essential that I keep standing up 
for the taxpayers,” she said. “ I will 
continue to stand up for transparency 
and accountability regardless if it’s 
on the Republican, Conservative, or 
Independence line.” 

continued from page 1
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By David Propper
With a spot soon to be open on 

the Haldane Board of Education, the 
board is expected to appoint a new 
member at its Tuesday night (tonight) 
organizational meeting.

Recently, board president Gillian 
Thorpe announced her intention to 
step down from the board this week 
because she is entering a graduate 
school program and “simply cannot 
do both,” she said in an email to The 
Putnam Examiner. With the board one 
member short, it is expected to appoint 
a resident to the spot until that terms 
runs out in May 2015. In a message 
to the community, the board stated 
it would not hold a special election 
because of the heavy costs associated 
with it and with a new superintendent 
in place, it rather get a new member 
with experience as soon as possible. 

One name mentioned was former 
board member and Cold Spring resident 
Joe Curto, who was the board president 
for two of his six years on the board. 
Though he opted to not run again in 
2012, Curto said in an interview he 
would be interested in returning to the 
board. He said he’s reached out to a 
couple board members and expressed 
he’d be willing to take on the position 
and even take on a leadership role.

“In world of school board life unless 

you’ve done it before the learning 
curve can be kind of steep,” Curto said, 
referencing his experience. “So I think 
given what’s going on with the district 
and with a new superintendent starting 
next week having someone with little 
or no experience serve for the next 
seven or eight months doesn’t make a 
whole lot of sense.

Thorpe said in an email the board 
“would be lucky to get (Curto) as he 
brings so much to the table” and can 
step into a leadership role seamlessly. 
Thorpe also said the board would have 
considered former board members 
Michael Junjulas or Dave Merandy, 
but both were too occupied with 
other boards in the Cold Spring or 
Philipstown.

One resident who would like to be 
considered, but has yet to be contacted 
as of last week is Cathy Sapeta. Sapeta 
ran against current board member 
Peter Henderson this past May, but lost 
in the head-to-head battle for the open 
seat. 

“I absolutely would hope that the 
most logical thing to do is to call me 
and consider me for the position,” 
Sapeta said. “At least have the respect 
to interview me.”

And the community should be 
upset by the board’s apparent lack of 
interest in her, Sapeta said because of 

her ability to make a difference. Once 
again speaking out against Common 
Core, which was a selling point in 
her school board run, Sapeta said her 
work would be to fight to end the new 
implementation because the harm it 
has on students and teachers, as well 
as taxpayers paying the unfunded 
mandates. She said, “people still believe 
that they have to accept Common Core 
and we don’t.”

Sapeta also shunned the 

suggestion experience is needed 
for the appointment, arguing a new 
perspective is also important.

“What I bring to the table, which these 
people lack is in-depth understanding 
about what Common Core is,” she said.

2014 school board candidate Cathy Sapeta.Former board member Joe Curto.

Haldane BOE to Appoint New Member as Board Prez Steps Down
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department’s salt shed collapsed and 
the roof in the office’s kitchen blew 
right off, he said, leading to improvised 
repairs. 

But making the transition has been 
easy, earning the respect of the workers 
in the department, which he said has 

a lot of talent. Also, Othmer said 
he’s received invaluable advice from 
Caravetta, who he considers a friend.

“It’s more hands on, it’s more fitting 
to my personality,” Othmer said.

Going forward, Othmer wants to seek 
upgrades for the highway department 
facility, which are rather old and worn 

down. He wants to see the 50-year 
building renovated and brought into 
the 21st century. Othmer believes he’ll 
be able to get the funds from the Kent 
town board in order to pursue that 
goal and provide better conditions for 
the nearly 20 highway employees that 
work tirelessly. 

So instead of attending public 
legislature meetings or even 
campaigning this year where eyes in 
the past were always focused on him 
and scrutiny was prevalent, Othmer is 

sitting pretty and out of the spotlight, 
just the way he likes it. 

“This is fine with me,” Othmer said. 
“If this is the last newspaper article I’m 
ever in, I’ll be happy. That’s exactly 
how I feel.”

SMALL NEWS
IS BIG NEWS

Former Legislator Enjoying Role as Kent Highway Super
continued from page 1
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Excited about the Pleasantville Music Festival 
Saturday, July 12? We are. Great bands. Great times. In a 

great village. And PCTV is going to be there to cover it as 

always. Want a preview of this year’s artists? Watch 

Catching Up with Mayor Peter Scherer any 

day on PCTV at 8 am, 2 pm, or 8 pm to get a peek at who’s 

playing. Or watch online at pctv76.org. Be in the 

know before the show.
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FILE PHOTO 
Othmer, who was a former legislator before resigning to take his new job, is being sworn in for what 
would be his final term on the legislature. 
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By Janine Bowen
The Carmel Central School District is 

considering new methods of conserving 
money when it comes to rising energy 
costs. 

The Board of Education agreed to 
look into utilizing an Energy Service 
Company (ESCO) to buy electricity at 
a discounted cost. The use of an ESCO 
would not replace the regular utility 
provider, but adds a relationship with 
a buying agent who purchases energy 
based on need. 

Paul Christensen, a BOCES 
cooperative services consultant who 
was hired to look ways to save money 
on energy, demonstrated the benefits of 
using an ESCO at a meeting at a July 1 
night.   

He explained that, over the last three 
years, energy costs have skyrocketed 
due to the incredibly harsh winters, and 
restrictions on the natural gas pipeline, 
which resulted in a high demand for 
natural gas.

 “What’s happened in the last few 
years is not going to stop, that’s the 
problem. The volatility is going to 
continue because the pipeline hasn’t 
been expanded, there’s a huge number 
of plants that have been taken off line 
because of the coal burning…so we have 
a restriction in supply which affects the 
price because it’s all free market,” said 

Christensen.
A FERC ordered Lower Hudson 

Valley district, that was recently created, 
will also increase energy prices by an 
additional penny per kilowatt hour. 

The district could go about finding 
an ESCO through a variety of manners, 
but Christensen recommended that 
they use the Municipal Energy and 
Gas Alliance (MEGA), an aggregator, 
which has partnered with the New York 
State Association of Counties. MEGA, 
which began upstate in 1998, aims to 
bring the most competitive prices for 
electricity and natural gas to members 
to minimize the cost of energy. 

Using MEGA would prevent the 
school from going through their own 
RFP process and will allow them to select 
from approved providers. There are 
currently 38 school districts in the state 
that have adopted an ESCO through 
MEGA, including the Bedford Central 
School district which Christensen has 
previously worked with. 

The Carmel board stated that they 
plan to use MEGA and request a free 
bid, which would be non-binding, to 
compare costs between the ESCO and 
their current energy expenditures. 
They plan to begin the process right 
away, to evaluate trends in energy costs 
and evaluate whether using an ESCO 
would be the right option for them, 

and whether a fixed price or an index 
price, which offers a discount but still 
rises and falls with the market, would 
be more appropriate. 

“The market goes up and down. 
When you sign the fixed contract you 
are paying that [price] all the time. 
If the market goes down, you could 
actually be overpaying. The indexed 
product mirrors the market, but you’re 
always getting a discount on it, so it’s 
the safer way to go,” explained trustee 
Eric Stark. 

The Bedford Central School District, 
which adopted an ESCO through 
MEGA, was able to save $43,000 last 

year with the use of an indexed price. 
The evaluation process will take a few 

weeks, but each bid is only good for 24 
hours, due to the nature of the market. 
The board will request their final bid 
in conjunction with the scheduling of 
a future Board of Education meeting, 
so that they could potentially adopt the 
change. 

“I think that we will really benefit 
from it and I think that if we can put 
it in an August or early September 
meeting that we will be able to save 
dollars that could be spent elsewhere 
on the kids rather than on electricity,” 
said Stark. 

Carmel Schools to Look at Methods to Fight Energy Hike

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
Carmel Board of  Education Trustees discuss new ways to save money when it comes to paying for 
energy at a July 1 meeting. 
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By David Propper
After a five-year hiatus, the Putnam 

County Legislature voted unanimously 
to bring the Commission for Fiscal 
Vision and Accountability back with 
a total of seven appointees, with the 
hopes of working to come up with ways 
to keep the county fiscally tight. 

During the Legislature’s full meeting 
on July 1, the commission that was 
started in 2007, but discontinued in 
2009 was officially ushered in with 
Legislators Barbara Scuccimarra and 
Ginny Nacerino as the two co-chairs. 
The mission is to create a private/
public partnership that would result in 
cultivating ideas and initiatives to save 
more taxpayer dollars, Scuccimarra 
said. 

“It’s like brainstorming,” Scuccimarra 
said. “Where can we save money in the 
county and make it more efficient.”

One example Scuccimarra brought 
up was the consolidation of courts 
on the west side of the county. 
Currently, Philipstown, Nelsonville 
and Cold Spring each have a court 
within two miles of each other, but 
Scuccimarra believes it would be wise 
to have one central court for the three 
municipalities. 

Scuccimarra was on the first 
commission back in 2007 through 2009, 
and said while some committees might 

mean well but lose track of the end 
goal, that committee really focused and 
worked hard. While the commission 
was actually never disbanded, it did not 
continue to meet after then-legislator 
MaryEllen Odell was appointed to 
county executive and former legislator 
Vincent Tamagna left the legislature. 

Nacerino said the commission is 
critical because it reaches out to several 
different stakeholders in Putnam that 
can contribute innovative concepts that 
would move the county forward. The 
first meeting for the commission is set 
tentatively for August, she said.

“It’s a proactive approach to 
government,” Nacerino said.

Besides Scuccimarra and Nacerino, 
other members include Kent 
Supervisor Maureen Fleming, Putnam 
Valley’s Denise Camilloni, Carmel’s 
Jeffrey Kellogg, Charlie Melchner and 
Neal Sullivan (who is also the CEO of 
the county’s Industrial Development 
Agency). The commission is still 
seeking four more members to complete 
the 11-person group. 

One person that was originally 
suppose to be on the committee was 
County Executive Odell, but she 
ultimately was not appointed because 
some legislators felt the county 
executive administration should not be 
part of the commission. 

Nacerino said at this time, it was wise 
not to have Odell on the commission and 
it’s healthy to have a mix of people that 
doesn’t include the county executive. 
On the other hand, Scuccimarra said it 
was an unnecessary move to remove her 
as one of the appointees. Regardless, 
both vowed Odell would stay in the 
loop as the commission moves forward. 

Odell actually started the commission 

when she was a legislator and said in 
an interview she was pleased to have 
it back in the county. She said back in 
2007, the county was facing double-
digit tax increases and as a legislator 
she thought it was smart to look at 
simple efficiencies that weren’t being 
addressed “and we did find some area 
of opportunities that we worked on as 
a legislature.”

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Legislator Barbara Scuccimarra (near left) and Legislator Ginny Nacerino (far right) both are co-chairing 
the Commission for Fiscal Vision and Accountability. Both were happy to see the commission approved 
by the legislature during the July 1 full meeting.
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Helen Fellin
Helen Fellin, age 100, of Patterson, 

died on Saturday, June 28, in Brewster. 
Mrs. Fellin was born July 12, 1913 in 
Vigo Ton, Italy to Nicolo and Lucia 
(Paris) Marcolla. Helen was married 
to Joseph Fellin on June 30, 1935 at 
St. Clare’s Church in Manhattan. Mr. 
Fellin predeceased her in 1977. Helen 
was a 40 year resident of Patterson 
having lived in the Bronx prior. She 
was an avid bowler, beach walker and 
sun worshiper. Helen enjoyed cooking 
and spending time with the Patterson 
senior citizens. Family was the center 
of Helen’s life; the love she had for 
her children, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren was evident by the many 
stories she shared. Helen is survived by 
her daughter Irene Schech of Patterson, 
her son, John and Millie Fellin of 
Lakewood Ranch. FL.  6 grandchildren:  

Ed Schech, Barbara Schech Freer, Irene 
Schech Forbes, Joseph Fellin, Danielle 
Fellin Bernardo and Lara Fellin. 16 great 
grandchildren: Samantha McDonough,  
Elizabeth, Joseph and Matthew Schech;  
Deena Youngman, Nicole Keith, 
Sean and Haley Forbes; John, Joseph, 
Jeremy, Jaimy and Jake Fellin; Michaela, 
Daniel and Sophia Bernardo and 6 
great-great grandchildren. A mass of 
Christian Burial will be celebrated on 
Friday, July 11, 10 a.m. at Our Lady of 
the Lake Church in Lake Carmel.  A 
private interment will take place at Holy 
Sepulchre Cemetery, New Rochelle. 
Friends may call at the Dwyer Funeral 
Home, 23 South Street, Patterson on 
Thursday July 10, from 4 p.m.-8 p.m. 
www.dwyerfuneralhome.com. In Lieu 
of flowers, contributions in Mrs. Fellin’s 
memory may be made to the American 
Cancer Society.

Adam Levy is the elected district 
attorney of Putnam County whose job 
is to be Putnam’s chief law enforcement 
officer. I have known Adam for 12 years 
and am proud to call him my friend and 
fellow attorney.

As a young, private attorney in Carmel, 
Adam volunteered his time and provided 
free legal advice at charitable and not-
for-profit organizations whose mission 
was to keep women and children safe 
from violent offenders. In the courtroom, 
Adam was known as a smart, no-
nonsense, and tenacious litigator who 
never backed away from a tough legal 
battle. When the rights of his client or 
his client’s child were threatened, the 
harder he fought. A client’s inability to 
pay a legal fee would never interfere with 
Adam’s primary goal - to ensure justice 
was served for both client and child. He 
has a reputation as an impeccably honest 
attorney with a sharp legal mind and a 
keen understanding of the nuances of the 
criminal justice system. When he decided 
to give up his private law practice and 
run for DA in 2007, I knew, if elected, 
Putnam would be in good hands.

On March 20, 2013, a close friend of 
Adam’s family, Alex Hossu, was arrested 
and accused of abusing a child. Unnamed 
sources at the Putnam County Sheriff ’s 
Department leaked false and misleading 
information to a local newspaper that 
called into question Adam’s relationship 
with the accused. One day later, Sheriff 
Don Smith publicly accused Adam 
Levy of interfering and influencing the 
criminal investigation and then called 
for a federal investigation of Levy; such 
charges have gone nowhere. But the 
calculus paid off: the media sold papers 

and Smith damaged the reputation of a 
good man.

Before a shred of evidence had been 
presented, and before any proof was 
offered, local politicians called for Levy’s 
resignation. To her credit, notably absent 
from the dog pile was County Executive 
MaryEllen Odell.

Notwithstanding the mountain of 
inflammatory and highly prejudicial press 
pieces about the case, Hossu was found 
not guilty of all charges on April 3, 2014.  
After finding Hossu “not guilty,” Several 
jurors remained outside the courthouse 
and waited to speak with reporters who 
were on scene for the verdict. A juror told 
reporters that it was their collective belief 
that Hossu was “100 percent innocent.” 

The Supervisor of Putnam Valley, 
Robert Tendy, who recently announced 
his intention to challenge Levy in next 
year’s DA’s race, has openly attacked 
Levy by recycling the same played out 
accusations against Levy. The claim that 
Levy engaged in ethical misconduct 
when he helped pay the legal expenses 
of his long-time family friend failed to 
take into account that legal experts had 
already confirmed that Adam’s decision 
to help his friend pay for and secure legal 
counsel violated no law, no statute and no 
ethical rule.

It would later be confirmed that only 
because Levy had the courage to stand and 
support his friend that a greater injustice 
did not fall upon an otherwise innocent 
man. Levy should be commended for the 
loyalty he showed Hossu. Levy should 
be applauded for having the integrity to 
stand firm, where the politically savvy 
and personally selfish move would have 
been to abandon a friend in need simply 

to save his own political hide. Consider 
this: If Hossu was not able to hire 
competent counsel would an innocent 
man now be sitting in prison for a crime 
he didn’t commit?

Next, Tendy claims Levy “may 
have” unlawfully disclosed grand jury 
information, a felony in New York State. 
Whenever you see the “may have” it is 
usually political code for “throw it against 
the wall and see if it sticks.” This turn of 
phrase maximizes defamatory traction 
against Levy’s excellent reputation while 
limiting his own personal exposure.

Compare Tendy’s diatribe to the 
reputation of Levy, who the community 
saw fit to elect as DA in 2007 and in 2011. 
Levy has demonstrated just how far he is 
willing to go to seek justice for all people 
in Putnam, to fulfill his own oath to office, 
and to protect all people from the small 
group of politically corrupt politicians 
and their small group of agents in law 
enforcement who place all our freedoms 
in jeopardy. Adam does it all, without 
fear, without favor, and without regard 
for his own political future. That is why 
I support Levy as our District Attorney.

One last thought: Smith accused Levy 
of interfering and influencing the Hossu 
investigation, which is a crime under 
state law. The relevant statutes would 
be  “Official Misconduct” (PL§195.00) 
and “Obstructing Governmental 
Administration” (PL §195.05). So, how is 
it possible that Levy has not been placed 
under arrest by the Sheriff ’s Department?

Rob Vara
Town of Kent

PO Box 611, 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549
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Across
1 Choir part
5 Just for men
9 Matting material
10 Falafel bread
11 HBO’s “Silicon Valley” company 
orYorktown pre-school
13 Certain theater, for short
14 Bell and Kettle
17 Distraction
22 Bugle
23 Pint-sized
24 Locomotive favorite in Putnam
County, Mahopac
26 Big blast maker
27 John Boyd __
28 Writers of short pieces
34 Stagger
35 October birthstone
36 Backtalk
37 ___ a one

Down
1 Ernst colleague
2 “Fantasy Island” prop
3 Kicker’s aid
4 Uneven
5 Long-winded speech
6 Irish locale of song
7 Nibbled
8 NYC district

12 Flowers on a proverbial path
15 Not supporting
16 Eye sore
17 One of TV’s Simpsons
18 Vitality
19 Skiers’ leggings
20 Website abbreviation
21 Strong joe
25 Some tests
29 Cousteau’s domain
30 Charged item
31 Refreshing place
32 __ and feather
33 Rocky actor’s nickname

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 15

Chanel wants to be 
loved & cherished! 

Adopt her at:   

Pet 
Of 

The 
Week 

C 
H 
A 
N 
E 
L 

www.puthumane.org  

The Putnam   
Humane Society 
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By Ray Gallagher 
Karma can be a heck of a 

thing to battle. Lou Cilento, 
owner of Ciro’s Restaurant 
& Lounge, gets that. Of the 
scores of owners to have 
occupied the 115 Secor Rd. 
address in Mahopac, few 
have achieved the necessary 
level of success to sustain a 
prolonged run in the food 
and service industry. 

Executive Chef Cilento 
won’t allow those bad vibes 
keep him from taking 
Ciro’s to heights that other 
culinarians have struggled 
to bring about.  Having 
prepared meals at the Sands 
Casino in Atlantic City for 
over 20 years, Cilento isn’t 
afraid to take a gamble.

“Everything is fresh, 
prepared right here on 
premise and we can make 
it any way you like,” Cilento 
said last Friday night 
at the newly renovated 
digs as a five-piece band 
set up for another fun-
filled evening. “Great food 
and entertainment is my 

business, and we aim to please. People 
don’t know that we’re under new 
management, that the place has been 
completely renovated and we have live 
entertainment on Fridays and karaoke 
on Saturdays. We want the community 
come out and enjoy all we have to 
offer.”

What Cilento offers, above and 
beyond a fully stocked bar, three 
hi-def TV’s and a fun wait staff, 
is a tremendous lineup of entrees, 
including a selection of Italian and 
American dishes, plus a top-notch 
seafood pizza that features mussels, 
shrimp, clams and scungilli. Menu 
highlights include various veal, 
fish, pasta and chicken dishes such 
as veal vesuvio, pistachio-crusted 
tilapia, chicken scarpariello and fried 
asparagus, plus and assortment of 
deserts, including chocolate mousse 
and cannolis. The seafood harvest is 
to die for. Ciro’s also offers up a pizza 
special, including a $10 18-inch large 
pie, or two large pies and a house salad 
for $20 Tuesday-Thursday.

“Your needs will be fulfilled and we 
will leave your mouth watering for 
more,” Cilento said.

Ciro’s is located at 115 Secor Rd, 
Mahopac. Call them at (845) 628-
5888 or find them on Facebook for a 
look-see at what’s going on between 
food specials (prices range from $10-
30) and live entertainment. Closed on 
Mondays, Ciro’s is open Tues-Thurs (1 
p.m. – 10 p.m.); Fri.-Sat. (1 p.m. – 11 
p.m.) and Sundays (1 p.m. – 9 p.m.). 
Ciro’s is also available to host for all 
your party needs with full-service 
catering and a seating capacity of 52.

“I don’t think I will cook ever again,” 
Mahopac resident Ursula Vucci-Giglia 
quipped after a recent meal. 

Chef Cilento likes those odds and 
willingly accepts the challenge with 
an open invite for all.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO
Chef  Lou Cilento, owner of  Ciro’s Restaurant & Lounge, prepares 
a delicious meal for customers his brand new restaurant in 
Mahopac.

Ciro’s Restaurant & Lounge 
Mahopac
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of the Week
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Order on the web 
www.sclafanioil.com

Sclafani 
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Clip & Save!
Get a $25 credit on your Propane Installation 
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The conversation started on 
Fourth of July weekend about a 
beautifully written essay in The 
New York Times by a man who 
had found “Leaves of Grass” to be 
a beacon of hope when growing 
up as an Evangelical in the South 
harboring the secret that he was 
gay.

My wife somehow had missed 
the homoerotic messages of 
Whitman’s work and was as 
surprised as when she first learned 
that Rock Hudson was gay. 

“But it was a nun who put that 
book in my hand,” she said. 

That comment struck me funny 
because, when I went to Catholic 
school in Philadelphia, the only thing I 
remember a nun putting into my hand was a 
ruler with a smart whack.  When I asked my 
mother why that nun was so mean to me, she 
said, “Because she’s Irish and you’re Italian!” 
Maybe my first-grade nun had issues, but 
obviously my mother did, too.

My parent’s generation didn’t yet have the 
Sharks and the Jets. They had the Irish and 
Italian factions, the former having arrived 
a generation earlier because of the potato 
famine; the latter lagging behind a half 
century to escape a great Italian depression to 
build projects in the City of Brotherly Love, 
and the wars for turf were on. The difference 
was that my dad’s gang in the ‘20s and ‘30s 

used fists, bricks and bottles rather 
than knives and guns. 

By the time my dad stopped 
hanging around with the gang and 
married my mother, the first home 
they purchased was next door to 
the O’Gradys, and I’m told that 
my grandmother didn’t like the 
idea that they didn’t buy in a nice, 
exclusively Italian neighborhood.

By the 1950s because of a 
post-World War II opportunity 
for my dad, we would be living 
in the South before Rosa Parks, 
where there were designated 
neighborhoods in which blacks 
could and could not live. Even we 
as Italian-Catholic northerners 

with one parent having an Italian accent were 
labelled “the foreigners” in our community.

In another 10 years, my widowed mother 
would be moving to Baltimore to be closer to 
my married sister. Shockingly enough, to buy 
a new row home there, she was required to 
sign a covenant with the developer pledging 
that she would not someday resell the 
property to a buyer of “Oriental extraction.”  

“How could you sign something like 
that?” I asked her, having just graduated 
from college the year Kennedy was elected. 
Looking back, I was astounded that federal 
law did not yet protect citizens from such 
discrimination.  

“It’s the only way I could get the house,” she 

responded.” 
Fast forward more than 50 years. In 

the course of the past 12 months, I have 
represented such a diversity of buyers and 
sellers that they could make their own 
United Nations. That is thrilling to me, 
having witnessed the long fight for equal 
opportunity in housing through the years. 

Considering my mother’s bout with 
discrimination against Asians a half-century 
ago, I was delighted to meet Cathleen “Cat” 
McAuliffe, a new agent at William Raveis 
Real Estate in Yorktown Heights. She’s new 
but has been connected with real estate and 
construction through her family for a long 
time. McAuliffe is and looks as Irish as Irish 
can be. She is also an Asian scholar who 
speaks fluent Japanese.  

Having lived in Japan and taught English 
there for seven years, she is back to represent 
all sellers and buyers, but will be a treasure to 
those who are relocating from Japan and do 
not yet speak English. 

“I encourage anyone who knows anyone 
in that situation to contact me,” McAuliffe 
advised, “because I can both teach them 
English and handle their real estate needs at 
the same time.” 

That welcoming accommodation is a far 
cry from the days of shameful prohibitive 
covenants.

How great is it that we live in a country that 
protects our right to live where we choose, 
albeit belatedly and with no small amount of 

struggle. And how gratifying it is to work in a 
profession that guarantees and facilitates that 
right.  

Bill Primavera,“The Home Guru”Realtor,® 
is associated with William Raveis Real Estate 
and Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate and 
development. His real estate site is: www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his blog is: 
www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To engage The 
Home Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Bouncing From Leaves of Grass to Neighborhood Diversity in Our Towns

BILL PRIMAVERA PHOTO
Cathleen “Cat” McAuliffe, realtor with William 
Raveis in Yorktown. McAuliffe is an Asian scholar 
who is fluent in Japanese and offers her services 
to Japanese home seekers who do not yet speak 
English.
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Do you find 
yourself perpetually 
perplexed by 
some of your 
child’s seemingly 
inexplicable 
behaviors?  Does 
your son take 
excessive risks, 
often jumping 
or crashing into 
anything he can?  
Maybe your child 

loves shockingly strong hugs but can’t 
tolerate the slightest brush on the arm.  
When it comes to food, does your 
daughter crave raw lemons but turn 
her head in disgust at milder foods like 
mozzarella cheese or eggs?  These are 
a few examples of behaviors displayed 
in children with sensory processing 
issues.  There is debate over whether or 
not children who display these behaviors 
should receive a diagnosis independent 
of any other developmental one, such as 
an autism spectrum disorder. However, 
despite the differing viewpoints, there 
is agreement that children with these 
issues face challenges in many areas of 
functioning.  

People receive sensory input through 
movement and balance, body posture, 
and muscle control in addition to the 
basic five senses: sight, smell, taste, touch 
and hearing.  When an individual is over-
sensitive to one or more sensory areas 
the experience can be overwhelming, 
like a body and mind traffic jam.  Under-
sensitive people tend to miss the stimuli 
altogether.  Concentrating is nearly 
impossible in either scenario, learning is 
impeded, and responding appropriately 
to peers, family members, and teachers is 
challenging.  Worst of all, if a child has a 
sensory processing issue and the people 
around him don’t understand how it’s 
affecting his behavior, they can be at a 
loss for how to help.  Adults and peers 
might become frustrated and either 
reprimand or avoid a child.  

Sensory Processing Disorder (SPD) is 
relatively unheard of due to its absence 
in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual 
(DSM), which is used by psychologists 
and psychiatrists to guide diagnosis 
and treatment.  Nevertheless, sensory 
processing issues are very common 
among children with autism spectrum 
disorders and attention disorders.  
They also occur in children without 

any official diagnosis.  For this reason, 
the Interdisciplinary Council for 
Developmental and Learning Disorders 
(ICDL) has included SPD along with 
various subcategories into its diagnostic 
manual which will be especially helpful 
for those treating children from infancy 
through early childhood (ICDL-DMIC;  
for more information visit www.icdl.
com).  This increases the chances that 
children with sensory processing issues 
will get the help they need.  

Treatment for SPD is play-based and 
fun and involves immersing children in 
sensory-rich environments.  The most 
effective programs are expert driven 
but family centered so that therapeutic 
techniques are practiced throughout the 
week.  The key is to help children achieve 
an optimal level of arousal for their 
bodies and brains so they are open to 
interacting and learning.  For kids with 
SPD this means rewiring the brain, which 
is done by exposing children to a variety 
of stimuli.  In the exposure process, 
children learn to gradually integrate 
various kinds of sensory information.  
This helps them to make sense of the 
world and feel secure exploring without 
frequent tantrums or meltdowns.  

The causes of SPD are not yet fully 
understood, but the impact of having 
it untreated is increasingly salient.  
Children with SPD are typically just 
as intelligent as their peers and some 
are even considered gifted.  Their 
brains are simply wired differently.  
Thankfully occupational therapy (OT) 
has been shown to help those with SPD, 
sometimes in combination with other 
therapies.  With or without a label, 
adults and children alike have their 
own individual sensory profiles.  Some 
of us like deep tissue massages while 
others can’t tolerate anyone touching 
their backs, for example. The important 
thing is to recognize when children’s 
differences become problematic and to 
support them as they learn to acclimate 
to new stimuli and environments.  

Dr. Jaime Black is a licensed psychologist 
practicing in Westchester and New York 
City. Jaime works with high-functioning 
individuals on the autism spectrum, doing 
psychotherapy, conducting evaluations, 
and facilitating various socialization 
groups including an improv social skills 
group. Visit www.spectrumservicesnyc.
com, e-mail JaimeBlackPsyD@gmail.com 
or call (914)712-8208.

Parenting Pep Talk: Why Does Sensory Processing Matter?

Ah, Champagne. 
. . 

Historically 
referred to as the 
wine of kings and 
the king of wines, 
Champagne has 
a storied and 
checkered past, 
often as much by 
happenstance as 

by astute winemaking. It has become a 
fabled, preferred beverage for special, 
celebratory occasions as a symbol of 
good fortune and happiness. 

The history of the Champagne region 
is replete with tales of regal royal 
dinners and nights of debauchery – all 
attributable to the allure (and alcohol 
content) of Champagne. Even in war, 
Champagne was held in high regard 
and copious amounts were consumed. 
When Napoleon reigned as the emperor 
of France, he was obsessed with 
Champagne. 

“I drink Champagne when I win, to 
celebrate; and I drink Champagne 
when I lose, to console myself.”

Often overlooked or shrouded in 
intrigue, the historical backdrop to its 
popularity is worthy of mention.

The Romans traveled through this 
region, in northeastern France, east 
of Paris, before the time of Christ. 
In their wake they left a thriving 
still wine industry that continued 
for centuries and supplied Parisian 

citizens. It’s proximity 
to Paris and England 
provided an advantage 
over other French wine 
regions, in spite of the 
fact that regions, such 
as Burgundy, produced 
higher quality wines. 

The birth of the French 
nation was celebrated in the heart of 
Champagne, the Reims Cathedral, in 
the fifth century. The region flourished 
as a still wine producer for centuries. 
The Parisians and the British buoyed its 
financial success into the 17th century.  

However, the wines were not of high 
quality, but rather of high alcohol and 
great quantity. For a number of reasons. 

The northern climate was not 
conducive to warm weather or long 
growing seasons. Hence the wines were 
thin and austere. Worse, after the grapes 
were harvested and fermented, the early 
onset of winter prematurely halted the 
full fermentation of the wines, leaving 

residual sugar and yeast when the 
wines were subsequently bottled. 
By the time these partially 

fermented wines were sold 
into the retail market, 
the weather warmed, 
which triggered a 
second fermentation, 

creating an 
effervescence that 
dismayed the 
French producers 

and their customers. 
After all, their goal was to 
produce still wines.

But not the British 
customers. Distributors 
purchased barrels of the 
still wines to defray costs 
and bottled the wines 
themselves for onward 

sale to consumers, adding sugar to 
enhance the taste. British nobility and 
royalty developed an affinity for the 
sweet, bubbly style. 

But the wines were inconsistent at 
best. Worse, the built-up pressure in the 
bottles caused many to explode. Enter 
Christopher Merret, a British scientist. 
In 1662, he posited that the natural 
(and added) sugars in the partially 
fermented bottles created the carbon 
dioxide-induced bubbles. The British 
began experimenting with methods 
to improve the wines during bottling. 
It is believed the British distributors 
were producing the modern-day 
version (Méthode Champenois) shortly 
thereafter.  

At this time, back in Champagne, 
a Benedictine monk had been tasked 
with finding a way of improving the still 
wines being produced by his monastery. 
After numerous attempts to improve the 
poor quality and remove the bubbles, 
he gave up. Instead, the monk, Dom 
Perignon, decided to cater to the British 
desire for the intentional bubbly style. 
Using the techniques he had developed 

to reduce the bubbles, he created a 
superior bubbly product, which was 
very successful and later emulated. 

Therein lies the irony of modern 
Champagne. While Dom Perignon 
was painstakingly seeking to prevent 

the bubbles in Champagne, the British 
were busy enhancing them. Rather than 
being the widely believed father of the 
Champagne style, the good monk was 
rather the father of the refinement of 
Champagne.

Since the breakthrough of the British 
and the French in the 17th century, 
Champagne’s popularity has continued 
to grow in sales and esteem. Today, more 
than 300 million bottles are produced 
annually, receiving high accolades for 
their quality, complexity and finesse. A 
far cry from its feeble beginnings.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach 
him at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.
com or on Twitter @sharingwine.

Enjoying The Mystique of the Champagne Region and its Wine
You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
By Nick Antonaccio ‘From still to 

sparkling wine’

By Dr. Jaime 
Fleckner Black
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Support Connection, Inc., a not-
for profit organization that provides 
free, confidential support services for 
people affected by breast and ovarian 
cancer, offers a wide range of free 
support groups women with breast and 
ovarian cancer. Groups focus on topics 
pertaining to living with cancer through 
all stages of diagnosis, treatment and 
post-treatment. They are offered in 
Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess, 
and by toll-free teleconference. For 

a complete calendar of groups at all 
locations, visit www.supportconnection.
org. Advance registration is required for 
all groups; call 914-962-6402 or 800-
532-4290.

The following support groups are 
scheduled in Putnam and Dutchess in 
Aug.:

At Putnam Hospital Center in Carmel:
1) Breast Cancer Support Group: Third 

Thurs. of the month, Aug. 21, at 7 p.m.
2) Breast & Ovarian Cancer Support 

Group: Third Wed. of the month, Aug. 
20, at 7 p.m.

 At Vassar Brothers Medical Center in 
Poughkeepsie:

Breast & Ovarian Cancer Support 
Group: First Tues. of the month, Aug. 5 
at 10 am

At East Fishkill Community Library in 
Hopewell Junction: Breast and Ovarian 
Cancer Support Group: Second Tues. of 
the month, Aug. 12, at 10:15 a.m.

By Teleconference: For those unable 

to attend groups in-person, there are 
monthly Telephone Support Groups 
via toll-free teleconference, enabling 
women to participate regardless of their 
location and from the comfort of their 
homes. Call a few days ahead to learn 
how to participate. The Ovarian Cancer 
Telephone Group will take place on Wed., 
Aug.13, at 8 p.m. The Advanced Stage 
or Metastatic Breast Cancer Telephone 
Group will take place on Mon., Aug.4, at 
8 p.m.

Matthew Thomas
Putnam County Savings Bank 

announced today that Matthew Thomas 
has recently joined the bank as an Assistant 
Vice President and Commercial Loan 
Officer. Mr. Thomas will be responsible for 
developing new business relationships and 
servicing business customers throughout 
Westchester County and the surrounding 
communities. Mr. Thomas began his 
banking career in 2001 with Union State 
Bank and continued working for several 
community banks in Westchester County, 
most recently with CMS Bank. He is a 
graduate of Boston College, where he 
earned a bachelor’s degree in Finance 

from the Carroll School of Management.
“We are extremely pleased to have 

Matthew Thomas join our business 
banking team,” says Joseph D. Roberto, 
chairman, president, and chief executive 
officer of Putnam County Savings Bank. 
“His experience with the robust business 
environment that exists in Westchester 
County will prove invaluable as we 
enhance our ability to meet the business 
banking needs of these Lower Hudson 
Valley communities.”

Mr. Thomas is a member of the Mt. 
Kisco Rotary, Chamber of Commerce 
and is Vice President of the Westchester 
County Bankers Association. He currently 

resides in Putnam Valley.

Scott Wallingford
Putnam County Savings Bank 

announced today that Scott Wallingford 
has recently joined the bank as an 
Assistant Vice President and Residential 
Lending Officer. Scott brings 17 years 
of mortgage originating and consulting 
experience to PCSB from prior positions 
at JP Morgan Chase and most recently at 
Citizens Bank.

“We are proud to have Scott Wallingford 
join our team,” says Joseph D. Roberto, 
chairman, president, and chief executive 
officer of PCSB. “He brings proven 

expertise in residential lending that will 
be a great asset as we continue to serve 
the banking needs of our Lower Hudson 
Valley communities.”

Raised in upstate NY, Mr. 
Wallingford attended the University 
of Albany receiving a B.S. in Business 
Administration with a Concentration in 
Marketing. Mr. Wallingford sits on the 
Board for Pathstone, is a member of the 
Homeownership Advisory Committee 
for Hudson River Housing and is actively 
involved in the local community. Mr. 
Wallingford has resided in Orange County 
for the past 17 years with his wife Jennifer 
and their two children.

LUCKY BOY, an original rock musical 
written and produced by John Ryerson 
of Lake Carmel will be performed 
at The Robert Moss Theatre in New 
York City July 10-13. Its talented cast 
includes three adults, plus 24 amazing 
young men and women who reside in 
Putnam and Dutchess counties.

According to John, “The future of 
musical theater is in the hands of the 
young!” Adding, “LUCKY BOY speaks 
to the fears, hopes and dreams of today’s 
young people the same way that HAIR 
did in the 60s, GREASE in the 70s, THE 
WALL in the 80s, RENT in the 90s and 
SPRING AWAKENING at the start of 
the new millennium. Now it’s 2014, and 
it’s time for LUCKY BOY...” 

 Talented and charismatic high school 
senior, Jason Tripp, is on top of his 
game and ready to take on the world! 
Respected by the guys and chased by 
the girls, he’s destined to make it and 
make it big. However, when his world 
is suddenly turned upside down by 
changing events, Jason goes from being 
top-dog to becoming a stranger in a 
strange place in just one day. Little 
does Jason know that a serendipitous 
collision with an off-beat group of 
“loser” kids would unexpectedly 

become his - and their - saving grace.
John Ryerson wrote the Book, Music 

and Lyrics for LUCKY BOY. His last 
New York City musical production, 
PIPER’S SONG originally showcased at 
the Gene Frankel Theatre in 2003 and 
received glowing praise in Ben Bradley’s 
Curtain Up review: “A potential 
winner!” “The music is a rich tapestry 
of energy and emotion…a cornucopia 
of musical texture!” “…recalling 
shows such as HAIR, PROMENADE, 
RUNAWAYS and URINETOWN – all 
good company for reaching a wide and 
varied audience.”

John Ryerson is also the Artistic 
Director of PPYT a nationally 
recognized award-winning children’s 
theater in Stormville, NY. His spouse, 
award-winning actress Bonnie Halligan 
is Co-Director at PPYT, as well as 
Director for LUCKY BOY. 

Choreographer for LUCKY BOY 
is Carmel High School graduate and 
dance major at The Hart School of 
Dance, Kayla Hamilton, a PPYT 
alum whose experience includes the 
American Ballet Theatre and the 
Joffrey Ballet School of New York. 
Marketing for Lucky Boy has been 
managed by Kevin Johnson, another 

Carmel High & PPYT graduate who is 
now majoring in Music Business with a 
minor in Theatrical Producing at New 
York University’s Steinhardt School 
of Education, Culture, and Human 
Development. 

 All of the LUCKY BOY cast members 
studied their craft at PPYT and some are 
now pursuing musical theater careers at 
various conservatories. All are excited 

to be showcasing their talents to agents 
and producers at The Robert Moss 
Theater (440 Lafayette Street) in New 
York City this July 10-13. For more 
information about the show and cast, 
please visit LUCKY BOY on Facebook 
or Tumblr or call 917-324-8368. Seats 
are $15/general admission. To support 
this ensemble of local talent, purchase 
tickets www.pipertheater.tix.com.

Cancer Group Support available

Two New Employees for Putnam County Savings Bank

Local Theater Students to Perform Off-Off Broadway

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner   914-864-0878   advertising@theexaminernews.com

The cast of  LUCKY BOY, an energetic and gifted group of  young men and women, all who reside in 
Putnam and Dutchess counties and are students of  PPYT, will have the opportunity to showcase their 
talents in LUCKY  BOY, an original rock musical performed off-off  Broadway in NYC this July 10-13. 
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By Janine Bowen
Although Jessica Lynn Calamera 

grew up in Westchester, she is a country 
girl at heart. 

The Yorktown Heights singer, 
songwriter and musician, who goes 
simply by the name Jessica Lynn, 
has spent the last year touring the 
country, but she will be returning 
to her home county on Saturday to 
perform alongside 12 other artists at 
the Pleasantville Music Festival. 

“Traveling across the country was so 
much fun, and you meet so many cool 
and exciting people, but coming home 
just feels amazing,” she said. “You get 
to see your friends and family and also 
just get to show everybody how hard 
we’ve worked on the show since we’ve 
been away.”

A 2008 Lakeland High School 
graduate, Jessica Lynn has been 
performing since childhood, having 
taken piano lessons and then teaching 
herself how to play guitar and drums 
as she grew older. She said that music 
always came naturally to her, which 
should come as no surprise, since both 
of her parents are musicians as well.

Jessica Lynn decided to take her 
family on the road with her. Her father, 
Peter, plays bass in her band while her 
mother, Victoria, is a backup vocalist. 

“There’s a whole different level of 

trust and comfort there and it just 
makes things easier -- having people 
that are so close to you and know you 
so well with you all the time and that 
you know have your best interest in 
mind all the time,” she said. 

Her boyfriend, Steve Sterlacci, is also 
a member of the band, playing lead 
guitar. She said her relationship with 
Sterlacci, which began three-and-a-
half years ago, served as inspiration 

for several of the songs on her latest 
album, “This Much Fun.”

Jessica Lynn writes all of her own 
songs, which are largely based on 
events in her life. She joked that if you 
put the songs from her new album 
in a certain order, it becomes sort of 
a musical biography. But she noted 
that being able to connect with fans 
through personal stories is one of the 
most rewarding aspects of her career. 

During a recent performance of her 
song “Pretty,” which speaks about the 
difficulties many young women face 
trying to live up to societal perceptions 
of beauty, she recalled a girl who 
started crying.

“That’s what means so much to you, 
writing your own stuff, because your 
story can touch somebody else in that 
way and you have that connection with 
them that’s just not possible through 
any other medium but music,” Jessica 
Lynn said. 

Although a Westchester native, 
Jessica Lynn won’t be staying put for 
long. She recently signed a contract 
that will take her to Nashville to write 
music alongside some of the biggest 
names in the industry, including 
songwriters who have written material 
for Aerosmith and Carrie Underwood. 
She hopes that this opportunity will 
jumpstart her goal of securing a record 

deal and becoming a household name.
Of course, she is already on her 

way to achieving that goal with a PBS 
special, “This Much Fun—Live at the 
Winery at St. George,” that has been 
airing across the country since May. 
The special, which was filmed two 
years ago at the Mohegan Lake winery, 
gives her an opportunity to share her 
music with people outside the area. 
A second special will be filmed at the 
Paramount in Peekskill and will air in 
September. 

Perhaps Jessica Lynn’s proudest 
career moments so far was when she 
was twic invited to sing the National 
Anthem at Madison Square Garden, 
once prior to a basketball game, the 
other before a bull-riding competition. 

“I was always so nervous to sing the 
National Anthem, in high school or 
[at] any local things,” she said. “I never 
auditioned to sing it, all throughout 
growing up, because I was always afraid 
of not doing it justice, so my very, very 
first time singing the National Anthem 
was at Madison Square Garden. What 
a way to start.” 

Jessica Lynn is scheduled to appear 
on the festival’s Main Stage at 2 p.m. 
For more information, including a 
complete list of performers at the 
Pleasantville Music Festival, visit www.
pleasantvillemusicfestival.com.

The Town of Southeast Cultural 
Arts Coalition presents, “The British 
Are Coming”, Sunday, July 13th, 5 
p.m. at the Studio Around the Corner.

Robert Zubrycki and Laura Bald, 
violins; Adria Benjamin, viola: 
Katherine Cherbas, cello; Jennifer 
Tao, piano and Phillip Anderson, 
tenor, will perform British music from 
the early 20th century.  The program 
will include works by Edward Elgar, 
Dame Ethel Smyth, Rebecca Clarke 
and Ralph Vaughan Williams.  

Violinist, Robert Zubrycki is the 
president of the Town of Southeast 
Cultural Arts Coalition and an 
active performer within many facets 
of New York’s music world - from 
chamber music to Broadway.  He is 
currently a member of the orchestra 
for the Tony award winning musical, 
A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and 
Murder, is Concertmaster for the 
New York City Chamber Orchestra 
and a member of the American 
Symphony Orchestra.  He will be 
joined by his colleagues from the 
American Symphony Orchestra and 
other prestigious ensembles for this 
program at the Studio.  

Pianist, Jennifer Tao began studies 
at the age of five, and first appeared 
as a soloist with orchestra at age ten.  

A year later, she won critical acclaim 
for her performance as soloist with 
conductor, Arthur Fiedler. She 
went on to win prizes in numerous 
distinguished competitions, and 
enjoy an international career.  She 
is currently a member of the piano 
faculty at Princeton University.  
Jennifer will perform on the 
Coalition’s Steinway L Series grand 
piano, on extended loan from 

Cheryl Palmer & Estate of Edward 
H Vito, Sr., made possible in part 
by the generosity of Rob and Stefani 
Goselink.

Amy Campanaro, director of the 
Southeast Museum will provide a 
historical narrative and a collection 
of artifacts from the Museum’s 
archives will be on display.

Reserve your tickets now for this 
very popular series, seating is limited!

Sunday, July 13th, 5 p.m. at the 
Studio Around the Corner at Old 
Town Hall, 67 Main Street, Suite 101, 
Brewster. Tickets are $15.   For more 
information and special student 
rates, call 845-363-8330 or email 
toscac2010@gmail.com.  Visit us on 
the web at www.oththeater.org 

Concerts Around the Corner is 
made possible in part by the NYS 
Council on the Arts with the support of 
Governor Andrew Cuomo and the NYS 
Legislature.  In Putnam County, this 
program is managed and monitored by 
the Putnam Arts Council, Mahopac, 
NY.

Westchester Singer/Songwriter Comes Home to P’ville Music Festival

Concerts Around the Corner, “The British Are Coming: Concert, Lecture, Exhibit”

Yorktown native Jessica Lynn will be part of  the 
Main Stage lineup Saturday at the Pleasantville 
Music Festival.
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Save the Date: 
Ongoing

Brewster Farmer’ Market: The 2014 
Market is scheduled to run through Sat. 
11/22, Wednesday’s and Saturday’s, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m., rain or shine, at the same 
location, 208 East Main St. (Rtes 6 X 
202 & 22 at the bottom of Peaceable Hill 
Rd.) in the Village of Brewster. We are 
still participating in the NYS Dept. of 
Agriculture Farmers Market Nutrition 
Program, accepting WIC and SNP checks 
(good from July through November). We 
hope to see you soon @ Brewster Farmers’ 
Market (Sponsored by CBB, Inc.) 
Tuesday. July 8

Â The Mahopac Knights of Columbus 
will host two (2) separate six (6) hour 
defensive driving classes on Tuesday July 
8th, 2014 and Wednesday July 9th, 2014 
from 7 p.m.-10 p.m. and Saturday July 
12th, from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. at the KofC 
Hall, 161 East Lake Blvd, Mahopac, NY. 
This course entitles you to a 10% discount 
on your auto insurance for three (3) 
consecutive years as well as the removal 
of four (4) points from your license. Cost 
is only $ 35 and advanced reservation is 
required at 845-222-9488.
Wednesday. July 9 

Make Your Own Beer: Patterson 
Library, 1167 Rte. 311: 7 p.m. Tess and 
Mark Szamatulski of Maltose Express, 
award winning brewers and authors 
featured on the Discovery Channel, 
will show you how to brew your own 
delicious beer. Learn about beer history, 
ingredients, fermentation, types of beer 
and more in this workshop. 21+ only, must 

show ID. Registration required, walk-ins 
welcome if space allows. To register or for 
more information, visit us online at www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click on calendar 
or call 845-878-6121 x10. Free program.
Thursday, July 10 

Summer Movie Series: Patterson 
Library, 1167 Rte. 311 Patterson: 
“Summer Movie Series” Thursday July 10 
and August 21 at 1 p.m. Get out of the heat 
and enjoy a great movie on our big screen! 
The Monuments Men will be shown 
on July 10th and Gravity will be shown 
on August 21st. Both movies are rated 
PG-13. Registration preferred, walk-ins 
welcome if space allows. To register or for 
more information, visit us online at www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click on calendar 
or call 845-878-6121 x10. Free program.
Saturday, July 12 

The Brewster FD Explorer Post 11 
is hosting an ‘all-you-can-eat’ pancake 
breakfast at Applebee’s on Independent 
Way in Brewster.  Please join us in 
supporting these young volunteer first 
responders, cost is only $6. – 8 a.m. to 10 
a.m.

Free Concert: Putnam Valley Town 
Park. 6:00 p.m.  THE BIG BLUE BAND

15 Pieces Big Band/ Swing/Standards. 
Food & Beverages for sale. Visit pvpr.com 
for more information.

Free rabies vaccination clinic on 
Saturday, July 12, from 10 a.m. - noon. 
Sponsored by the Putnam County 
Department of Health, the clinic is being 
held at Hubbard Lodge 2880 Route 9, 
Cold Spring, NY and is open to all Putnam 
County residents. Please bring photo ID 

as proof of Putnam County residency, as 
well as proof of prior rabies vaccination. 
Tags are not acceptable. If you do not have 
proof of prior rabies vaccination, your pet 
will receive a one-year rabies vaccine. All 
dogs must be leashed and cats and ferrets 
must be in carriers. For more information 
and directions, please call the Putnam 
County Department of Health at (845) 
808-1390 ext. 43127.
July 13

Cold Spring Summer Sunset Music 
Series  Sunday, July 13 – Country 
star Jessica Lynn. Join neighbors 
and visitors for this free community 
concert at the beautiful riverfront park 
in Cold Spring. 6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 
Enjoy the river, the music and bring 
a picnic basket and a blanket. www.
coldspringchamberareachamber.org

Music: Sunday, July 13 at 4 p.m. Piano 
Quartet. Matilda Kuhl, violin, Mark 
Holloway, viola, Julia Bruskin, cello 
and Aaron Wunsch, piano. Faure and 
Mozart piano quartets. Admission is free, 
contributions are welcome. The Chapel 
Restoration, 45 Market Street, Cold 
Spring, (845) 265-5537.
July 15

Encore Class: Borrow Books Faster & 
Easier: Patterson Library, 1167 Rte. 311 
Patterson: “Encore Class: Borrow Books 
Faster & Easier” Tuesday July 15 at 11 
a.m. and 11:45 a.m. Library staff will show 
you how to navigate and use the new 
search catalog. Kids are welcome to the 
11:45 a.m. session. Registration preferred, 
walk-ins welcome if space allows. To 
register or for more information, visit us 
online at www.pattersonlibrary.org and 
click on calendar or call 845-878-6121 
x10. Free program.
Wednesday, July 16 

St. James the Apostle Church, 
Gleneida Ave, Carmel, NY.   Bring the 
family and have a great night at the 10th 
Annual Feast of St. James the Apostle 
on Wednesday July 16th – Saturday, July 
19th  from  6 p.m.– 11 p.m. nightly. Enjoy 
authentic street fair food including pizza, 
sausage & peppers, Italian steaks, roasted 
corn, burgers, Italian Zeppoles, pastries 
& so much more, while listening to live 
music every night. Plus rides, casino 
games, vendors, and raffles for exciting 
prizes will make this a feast you won’t want 
to miss. Religious activities will start at 
7:30 PM each night, with a special Italian 
mass on Friday 7/18 at 7 :30 p.m. and a 
Solemn Mass for St. James the Apostle 
on Saturday 7/19 at 5:15 p.m. For more 
information please call 845.225.2079 
or visit us online at stjamesapostle.org/
parish/.

Exploring Our Nation’s Parks: 
Patterson Library, 1167 Rte. 311 
Patterson: “Exploring Our Nation’s Parks” 
Wednesday July 16 at 7 p.m. Join us for 
a journey through some of the nation’s 

parks with stops in the Catskills, Niagara 
Falls, Central Park and Yosemite National 
Park. See beautiful photos and hear stories 
about how the parks have been used and 
shaped by generations of people. This 
Speakers in the Humanities event is made 
possible by the National Endowment for 
the Humanities and the New York State 
Legislature. Registration preferred, walk-
ins welcome if space allows. To register 
or for more information, visit us online 
at www.pattersonlibrary.org and click on 
calendar or call 845-878-6121 x10. Free 
program.
July 17th 

Free — Thursday, July 17th 6:30 p.m.-
8 p.m.—Parenting workshop for new 
and expecting fathers in Putnam and 
surrounding counties.  Taught by Dads 
for Dads, the 1 1/2 hour session provide 
information and hands-on practice with 
basic baby care. For more information or 
to register: 845-808-1400, x44122.
Location:

Putnam Hospital Center, 3rd Floor 
Conference Room 670 Stoneleigh Ave. 
Carmel Hosted by the Child Advocacy 
Center of Putnam County and the 
Putnam County Department of Health.
July 19th

German Fest! At the German 
American Club - Under a Giant Party 
Tent, Rain or Shine! Sat July 19, 3 - 10 
PM, Sun July 20, 1 - 8 p.m., at 11 Kramers 
Pond Road, Putnam Valley Enjoy live 
German music and a variety of German 
& American foods, imported beer & 
Viennese cafe. Free Ample Parking. More 
Info: www.gac1936.com/845-528-5800 
Adults $10. & children under 14 free 
with an adult. Sun July 21 is Emergency 
Responder Recognition Day: all active & 
retired police officers, firefighters & EMS 
providers admitted FREE with proper ID.

Foghat Live on Stage one or two lines 
of description: “Fool For The City”, “Slow 
Ride”, “Drivin’ Wheel”, “I Just Wanna 
Make Love To You”, “I’ll Be Standing By”, 
“Stone Blue”, “Third Time Lucky” and 
“Somebody’s Been Sleeping In My Bed”…
you know the songs, many of which to this 
day are classic rock radio staples. Foghat 
has been awarded 1 Double Platinum, 1 
Platinum and 7 Gold Records. The band 
tours relentlessly because they love to 
play, which is evident in the passion and 
fun they have on stage during every live 
performance

Dates of show: Saturday, July 19, 2014
Price: $35, $43, $55 (+tax/fees)
Hours: 8 p.m.-10 p.m.
Name of theater: Paramount Hudson 

Valley
Address: 1008 Brown St. Peekskill, NY 

10566
Phone number: 914-739-0039
Web site: http://

paramounthudsonvalley.com/events/
event/foghat

Crossword Answers

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks 

prior to your event and include the words “Happenings 
Calendar Submission” in your email subject line. Entries 

should be sent to Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.
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Auctions
Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate.Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

Auto DonAtions
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 

towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 914-468-4999 Today!

EvEnts
RINALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM Every 
Sunday Weather Permitting 900 Dutchess 
Turnpike (rt44) Poughkeepsie NY. Free 

Admission & Parking, Great Food & Bar-
gains. Vendors Wanted!† Please visit RIN-
ALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM† 631-891-
7112

HElp WAntED
Want A Career As A HVAC Technician?
Accelerated "Hands On Training" & Cer-
tifications Offered. National Average 
18-22 Hourly! Lifetime Job Placement 
Assistance. VA Benefits Eligible! 1-877-
994-9904

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students!  Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not ap-
plicable in Queens county"

HomEs for sAlE
MODULARHOMEBROKERS.COM 14 
MODELS ON DISPLAY, STARTING AT 
$59 PER SQUARE FOOT. PRICING IN-
CLUDES DELIVERY, CRANE, SET AND 
TAX. 848-240-7040

lAnD for sAlE
LOVELY MEADOW AND FOREST. 
5.4 acres, $49,900. Was $199,900. Bank 
ordered sale. Beautiful Bethel NY. Near 
Woodstock site. 85 miles from Manhat-
tan. Assorted hardwoods, approved build-
ing siteunderground utilities, across from 
lake, walk to Performing Arts Center, fi-
nancing. 877-836-1820

ABSOLUTE FARM LIQUIDATION 
JULY 12TH & 13TH! 3- 61 acre Parcels 
50% Market Price! Less Than 3hours 
from NYC. Hour from Albany! Jaw drop-
ping views, spring fed ponds, gorgeous 
trout stream, rolling fields, deep woods! 
EZ terms! Call: 888-905-8847! Newyork-
landandlakes.com

lots & AcrEAgE
WATERFRONT LOTS-Virginia's Eastern 
Shore. Was 325K Now from $65,000-Com-
munity Center/Pool. 1acre+ lots, Bay & 
Ocean Access, Great Fishing, Crabbing, 
Kayaking. Custom Homes. www.oldemi-
llpointe.com 757-824-0808

miscEllAnEous
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD:  www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

out of stAtE rEAl EstAtE
Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manufac-
tured home community. 4.4 miles to the 
beach, Close to riverfront district. Pre-
owned homes starting at $35,000. New 
models available. 772-581-0080, www.
beach-cove.com

vAcAtion rEntAls
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open dai-
ly. Holiday Real Estate. 1-800-638-2102. 
Online reservations: www.holidayoc.com

WAntED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

ExAminEr mEDiA Classifieds 070814

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

OverÊ500ÊVacationÊHomes,Ê
fromÊDuckÊtoÊCorolla,Ê

OceanfrontÊtoÊSoundfront,Ê
PrivateÊPools,ÊHotÊTubs,Ê

PetsÊandÊMoreÉ

rindley
each

V A C A T I O N S Ê & Ê S A L E S

BookÊOnlineÊatÊÊwww.brindleybeach.com
1-877-642-3224

Ò S E R V I C E Ê F I R S TÉ Ê F U N ÊA LWAY S ! Ó

Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

YOUR BOARD MEMBERS 
CAN RAISE MONEY!

Empowering your Board Members 
to be Successful Askers
Wednesday, July 30, 2014

9:30am to 12:00pm
Reckson, a division of SL Green Realty Corp.

360 Hamilton Avenue
White Plains, NY  10601

FREE Fundraising 
Workshop for Nonprofits

Pre-registration is required for this FREE workshop.
To register, visit npccny.org/workshop.htm 

or call 212-502-4191 ext. 230.

PELVIC/TRANSVAGINAL MESH?  

Did you undergo trans-vaginal placement of mesh for Ê
pelvic organ prolapse or stress urinary incontinence Ê
between 2005 and the present? If the mesh caused Ê

complications, you may be entitled to compensation. Ê
Call Charles H.Johnson Law and speak with female 

staff members 1-800-535-5727Ê
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 July 8 - July 14, 2014 SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS SPORTS SECTION

Members of  the Putnam Valley Bulls and the Mahopac Indians’ teams met at Dutchess Stadium last week for a night the boys will never forget. PV’s John 
Millicker fired five no-hit innings before being pulled with a 7-1 lead and the Bulls held on for an 8-5 victory in the WPBA’s 13/14 division. These neighboring 
towns have been facing off  in travel ball for five years now and the games are always fun and competitive. On this night Putnam Valley jumped out to an early 
lead behind strong pitching and offensive firepower. Mahopac, who refused to quit, mounted a furious sixth-inning comeback, narrowing the deficit to 7-5. 
Putnam Valley closed out the victory plating an insurance run in the bottom of  the sixth and pitching a scoreless top of  seven. 
Putnam Valley’s offense was led by SS Nick Ferraro (two triples, 3 runs scored, 2 RBI’s), P/1B Johnny Millicker (two hits, 1 run scored, 2 RBI’s), 3B/P TJ 
Brescia (hit, 2 runs scored), Catcher Troy Kesselmark (hit, walk, sac fly, 2 RBI’s), 2B/P Alex O’Brien (hit, RBI), LF/C Billy Venezia (hit, run scored) and LF 
Eric Jimenez (walk, run scored).
Mahopac’s offense featured Jackson Shaier (hit, RBI), Jason Brower (hit, RBI), Anthony Sochan (hit, run scored), Nick Guistino (hit) and John Taps (2 runs 
scored). 
PV players include: Johnny Millicker, Troy Kesselmark, Alex O’Brien, Billy Venezia, TJ Brescia, John Listwan, Nick Ferraro, Eric Jimenez, Matt Carlsen, Charlie 
Gatewood, Bobby Kroboth.
Mahopac players include: (front L-R) co-coach Chris Walpole Sr., John Taps, Nick DiCairaino, Jackson Schaier, Christian Zefi, Chris Walpole Jr., co-coach Dan 
Brandstetter; Back row (L-R) Nick Giustino, Jason Brower, Manager Ray Stahl Jr., Anthony Sochan, Kyle Brandstetter
LAURA LISTWAN PHOTOS

Let’s go “Dutch”
Put Valley Bulls Trim 

mahopac, 8-5
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Sports Renegades Notebook

By A.J. Martelli
Hudson Valley Renegades relief pitcher 

Isaac Gil had a whipped cream pie ready 
for designated hitter Hunter Lockwood at 
the end of their game against the Staten 
Island Yankees Saturday night. It was 
the only way to celebrate what had just 
happened.

In the bottom of the tenth tied 3-3 with 
two outs, Lockwood delivered a solo, 
walk-off home run – a spectacular shot 
over the left field wall at Dutchess Stadium 
to give the Renegades a 4-3 win, extend 
Hudson Valley’s win streak to seven in a 
row, and sent the sold out crowd home 
happy. Its nights like these that keep folks 
from Rhinebeck to Yorktown and all 
across the Hudson Valley coming back 
to ‘The Dutch’ for more. Indeed, the 21st 
season in Dutchess County is turning in 
to something special for the first-place 
’Gades.

“It’s a huge rush for me and I know it’s 
just a huge rush for the rest of my team,” 
Lockwood said moments after clubbing 
the death blow. “Everybody has all the 
dog piles and stuff you see on TV, and it’s 
just a lot of fun to be able to go out and 
produce for our team and for our fans out 
here.

“We’ve been playing good as a team, 
we trust everybody to get the job done, 
coming through in clutch situations, and 
that helps us stick together as a team and 
keep playing hard. We’ve had a bunch 
of late walk-off wins; a bunch of games 
where we’ve held tight and came through 
late – it allows us to keep playing hard, 

and since we’ve done it in the past we 
know we can do it in the future.”

The dramatic homer was Lockwood’s 
team-leading fourth of the season. 
Perhaps more importantly, the win was 
Hudson Valley’s fifth walk-off style victory 
of 2014, and its fourth win of the season 
in extra innings. Skipper Tim Parenton 
doesn’t mind playing in close games, 
given the results he’s seeing right now, 
and the Tampa Bay Rays’ organization is 
loving every minute of it.

“The guys just never quit and they’ve 
done it all year,” he said. “Hunter 
Lockwood hit the ball hard a couple times 
tonight, but got one up in the air a little 
bit and it got out of here. It’s just a great 
win for the guys. They just believe in each 
other, and we just have a resilient group.”

The Gades’ resiliency was never more 
evident than in the top of the tenth 
inning. The Yankees loaded the bases with 
nobody out, looking primed to break the 
3-3 stalemate. But reliever Gerardo Reyes, 
who notched his first win of the year, 
pitched out of it, getting a line out to left, a 
pop out to short, and a groundout to end 
any danger.

“We just hung in there,” Parenton said. 
“You sit there as a coach and say ‘put it in 
the zone and see if they can make the hit 
or we can make the play.’ We were able to 
get a couple pop ups and the ground ball 
out.”

The Renegades took a 3-1 lead into the 
ninth inning; scoring in the sixth on an 
RBI double off the bat of second baseman 
Jace Conrad, and an RBI single from left 

fielder Clayton Henning in the seventh. 
Conrad plated the Gades’ third run in the 
eighth, scoring from third on a wild pitch.

The Pinstripe Prospects were able to tie 
it in the top half of the ninth on two RBI 
singles off Reyes to send it to extras.

Renegades’ starter D.J. Slaton did a fine 
job keeping his team in the game, tossing 
six innings of three-hit ball. He didn’t 
walk a batter and struck out seven – and 
also had to wiggle out of trouble in the 
fifth inning, escaping a second and third, 
no out jam. 

“The biggest thing for me was getting 
ahead, finishing off batters when I had 
the chance and trying to keep a low 
pitch count,” he said. “For me it’s fastball 
changeup and when those two are rolling 
for me, usually it’s a good night. 

“The fifth was a tough, sucky inning, 
but the biggest thing was, you just have to 
get a quick out in the infield somewhere, 
and a strikeout, and go from there. Once 
you get those two outs you don’t relax a 
little bit, but you look for that third out 
any way you can get it.”

Southpaw Ryan Pennell, a Rye Neck 
alum and Mamaroneck native, was solid 
in the role of the middle man. He threw 
two innings in relief of Slaton and allowed 
one run on just two hits. He walked two 
and struck out two. 

The Renegades (15-5) are sitting 
pretty with the New York-Penn League’s 
best record and are in first place in the 
McNamara division. With doubleheaders 
coming up on the schedule – and no days 
off until next Tuesday – Parenton plans 

on fielding his entire team to keep the 
winning recipe cooking.

“It’s going to be tough, but we’re going 
to rotate our lineup, put fresh guys in 
there,” he said, “and just keep playing and 
hopefully keep winning.”

The Renegades’ faithful are hoping 
for more of the same, too. For tickets or 
information, visit HVrenegades.com or 
call (845) 838-0094.

Renegades Stun Yankees with Lockwood’s Walk-Off Homer

ANDY JACOBS PHOTO
‘Gades C Wilmer Dominguez slaps a missed tag on Yankee prospect Daniel Lopez in 4-3 HV win last Saturday.

ANDY JACOBS PHOTO
Hudson Valley DH Hunter Lockwood went yard 
in the 10th and sent the Renegade faithful home 
happy.
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Milt Waltzer is a 
tough act to follow, 
even tougher to figure 
out if you’re in the 
batter’s box. Pushing 
70 years of age now, 
he’s still baffling hitters 
on softball diamonds 
throughout northern 

Westchester and Putnam County, many 
who weren’t even born when he first graced 
the local softball circuit in the mid ‘60s as 
a counselor at the Lake Mohegan Cottages. 
Slight of build (about 5’8” and maybe 150 
pounds out of the shower), Waltzer, a 
gifted lefty slinger, has won more A-League 
softball championships than most.

Having played with and against him, 
having umpired his games and caught for 
him, I’ve had a pretty good view of Uncle 
Miltie’s stuff since the late ‘70s when I was a 
teenage umpire in the Putnam Valley Parks 
& Recreation Men’s Softball League. I’ve 
always marveled at his pinpoint control, 
but more than anything I just love seeing 
the guy show up for a game.

If you’ve played men’s softball in the PV, 
Cortlandt or Yorktown A-Leagues, you 
know who Milt Waltzer is; chances are he’s 
befuddled you with a cutter or popped you 
up in a clutch situation with a pitch you 

thought you should have crushed but 
missed by a mile.

A happily married, retired Health teacher 
and Guidance Counselor by trade, Waltzer’s 
second love is softball, though his blushing 
bride of nearly four decades, Marion, 
would argue that it may be his first. From 
April through October on most any night, 
Marion Waltzer watches her husband and 
father of two (Jared & Joey) pack his glove, 
his cleats and the headband he never leaves 
home without, into a pint-sized duffle bag 
he totes from game to game, sometimes 
two game per night. He might as well have 
coined the phrase, “It’s a beautiful day for 
a ballgame... let’s play two!” because there 
almost nothing he’d rather be doing, though 
bass fishing and listening to the Beatles are 
a close second.

“The Milt always makes you feel that 
you are with a friend,” said Putnam Valley’s 
Bobby Newman, who has played with and 
against him for four decades. “He is fun to 
play on the same team with and also fun to 
play against. The guy is a true original.”

The fine wine of local softball, Waltzer’s 

best guess has him winning 60 A-League 
titles between the three leagues he has, 
at times, owned. While other camp 
counselors were playing ring-a-levio at the 
Lake Mohegan summer camps, Waltzer 
was choosing up sides in his head for the 
next game. His incessant desire to compete 
and his yearn to win are insatiable. 

“As a teammate he’s a royal pain in the 
keister,” joked former Death Valley Kids’ 
Manager Paul Marks, a close friend and 
teammate of several decades. “Very simply 
put: He is always there when you need him. 
He doesn’t wait to be asked; instead he’ll be 
the first to say “can I help, is there anything 
I can do?”

Never without his glove and a bat (who 
some say was corked in the day), the 
Bronx-born Waltzer has spent as much 
time between Buchanan’s Lent’s Cove, 
Yorktown’s Downing Park and Put Valley’s 
Keating Field as he has anywhere else.

He left Monroe High School in the Bronx 
for the Kansas State Teacher’s College when 
America was coming to terms with this 
thing called the Viet Nam War. Tensions 
were swirling and he would do his part as 
an educator to bring the good people of 
Westchester and Putnam together again. 
With a smile and handshake, Uncle Miltie 
make folks happy, be it his teammates or 
opposing foes, who dubbed him Cy Old 
(playing off Cy Young) somewhere around 
the turn of the century.

“I’ve never heard him say a bad word 
about anybody,” said Peekskill product P.J. 
Male, a softball standout himself. “We don’t 
want him to cut his nails so that ball can 
move. I have no idea how he does it. Man, 
how the game has changed since he started 
playing in the ‘60s as a center fielder, but 
he’s the Dan Marino of softball. Like with 
Marino, you knew what was coming but 
you couldn’t stop him. With Milt, you know 
the cutter is coming or the inside cheese, 
but you still can’t get hits off him.”

Despite his greatness and the 
60-something championships he’s won, 
Waltzer is quick to profess his fondness 
for others; the scores of great friends he’s 
made on softball diamonds in and about 
Westchester and Putnam.

“The unsung heroes are the guys who 
run the teams,” Waltzer said. “You know, 
guys like Ed Marifino from Yorktown, 
always goes all out to make sure his team 
has a great time. Paul Marks, of the Death 
Valley Kids, super organized and a great 
manager. Will Mauro of Fulgums, Ray 
Bassi of Sports Barn, and of course our 
boy Ralph Maffetone: You were part of that 
team, Ray, how did he do it? Now, that was 
a crazy crew. The absolute best part of it all 
has been meeting all these people along the 
way.”

Along the way, he dazzled some of the 
best hitters of the eras; Jon Jacoby in the 
‘80s, John Mahoney in the ‘90s, and Kurt 

Thomas since the turn of the century… 
exceptional players all of them. 

“Those guys are special players,” Waltzer 
said of the trio. “Some of the best hitters 
back in the day were Billy Bishop from the 
Barn, John Lascola of Pronto Printer, Butch 
Cretera, from Johnny Rits, Whitey Berniker 
of Fulgums, he can do it all. Brett Gabari 
from the Valley, great all-around player.

“The years are flashing in my head,” he 
added. “Moving on to modern players, 
another great one is Eric “Tuna” Mittelstadt 
(Carmel High), what an excellent player, 
and Jay Meister, I love the way he plays the 
game, always at 100 percent. The list goes 
on and on.”

As does Milt Waltzer, a loveable dinosaur 
in his own right, who has competed for 
more than 50 years with unassuming 
humility and grace. 

JANAVEY LET GO AT SOMERS 
Say what you will about former Somers 

boys’ lax Coach Lew Janavey, who was 
released last week by Tusker A.D. Roman 
Catalino after a six-year run, including one 
sectional title in 2009. Say what you want, 
but don’t ever say he didn’t care about the 
student athletes in his program, or the 
Somers student body for that matter. Sweet 
Lew has his detractors, just like every coach 
in America does these days, but the writing 
was on the wall when the Tuskers suffered 
a fourth-quarter semifinal breakdown in a 
harrowing 9-8 loss to Byram Hills in late 
May, squandering an 8-5 lead.

“If that’s the reason, then just tell me 
so,” Janavey said, “but I really wasn’t give a 
reason other than Roman telling me it was 
his ‘gut feeling’ that it was time I left. The 
problem these days is that nobody can stick 
to their convictions and be a man because 
we all fear what mommy and daddy might 
do… not just at Somers, but it’s gotten 
pretty bad there. This wasn’t handled the 
right way, but I wish those kids at Somers 
all the luck in the world. They’re going to 
need it.”

Amen, brother Lew: Mommy & Daddy 
do have too much say these days.

Sports

Grinning & Winning: Waltzer Continues to Dominate Diamonds

Pictured Standing: Coach Tim Weir, Max Popolizio, Sean Laukaitis, Brendan Williams, Alex Fraioli, Blake 
Borges, Ben Meyers, Keegan Doller, Dante Esposito, Chris Perrino, Ryan Ferrara, Coach Derek Koelsch and 
Head Coach Joe Borges. Kneeling: Tyler McDonald, Dennis Rugar, Reese Andrews, Tommy Weaver, Vincent 
DiNotte, Daniel O’Meara, Antonio Zeolla, Brian Weir and James Godvin.

Posing with one of many championship trophies, 
LHP Milt Waltzer is still making the softball scene 
in his late 60s.

Direct 
Rays

Concluding their 2013 summer 
season with a Championship at the 
Stowe Lax Festival in Stowe, Vermont, 
the 13U No Limit Ballers opened their 
2014 campaign on June 22, 2014 in the 
Maverik Big Time Shootout, a one-day 
tournament held in Garden City, New 
York.

The Ballers faced teams from 
Connecticut, Long Island and 
Westchester and dominated the seeding 
round finishing a perfect 4-0.  On their 

way to the #1 seed, and a bye into finals, 
the Ballers out-scored their opponents 
43-9.

In the Championship Game, the 
Ballers faced the #2 seed, Eastport South 
Manor Sharks. The Ballers limited Team 
ESM’s possession time and scored a 
goal in the waning seconds of the game, 
capturing the championship 7-5.

In addition to Head Coach Borges, 
the Ballers are guided by Coaches Derek 
Koelsch and Tim Weir. 

13U No Limit Ballers Capture 
Big Time Shootout Crown
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Hudson Valley shor tstop Coty Blanchard 
goes airborne to try to grab a high throw 
to second base as Jose Javier of  the Staten 
Island Yankees slides in safely during 
Saturday’s 4-3 Renegades’ win in 10 innings 
at Dutchess Stadium where the Pinstripe 
Prospects turned white as ghosts after ‘Gades 
DH Hunter Lockwood went yard in extras...  
see Renegades Notebook

ANDY JACOBS PHOTO

Renegades Blanch Yankees
Hudson Valley 
Prevails in 4-3 
walk-Off win


