
By David Propper
A teenage girl died after drowning 

in Lake Mahopac near Mahopac Point 
Friday afternoon, sending shockwaves 
of grief throughout the community. 

Town of Carmel Police chief Michael 
Cazzari confirmed in a press release 
sent out Monday that Jenna Nolan, 14, 
of Mahopac, died from an accidental 
drowning, according to a preliminary 
autopsy report from the Putnam County 
Coroner’s Office.

Nolan, a Mahopac middle school 
student in the 8th grade, was mourned 

throughout the weekend and during a 
wake at Joseph J. Smith Funeral Home 
held Monday evening attended by 
hundreds of people who were still in 
shock and heartbroken over the death 
of the budding soccer star. There is a 
wake scheduled for Tuesday from 5 
p.m. to 9 p.m. and the funeral is set for 
Wednesday at 11 a.m. at the St. John the 
Evangelist Church in Mahopac, where a 
private cremation will follow.

In a press release issued Friday, 
Cazzari stated emergency responders 
arrived at Mahopac Point at about 1:04 

p.m., in search of a swimmer that was 
unaccounted for. After a search got 
underway, officers eventually located an 
adolescent female victim.

The victim was removed from the 
water “unconscious and unresponsive” 
according to Cazzari and rushed to 
Putnam Hospital Center by ambulance. 
She was pronounced dead shorty after 2 
p.m.

In addition to the Carmel Police, the 
Mahopac Fire Department, the Mahopac 
Falls Fire Department and the Putnam 
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By David Propper
While most primary elections aren’t 

until September, polls will be open today 
(Tuesday) so voters can determine which 
candidate for the 18th congressional 
district will earn the Independence Party 
line.

Congressman and Democrat Sean 
Patrick Maloney and Republican 
challenger Nan Hayworth are both vying 
for the line, and both understand how 
critical it is to pick up.

“It’s a piece of the puzzle, it’s important,” 
Maloney said in an interview. “And it’s a 
good fit for who I’ve been in congress.” 

Working with Republicans like state 
Sen. Greg Ball, Putnam County Sheriff 
Don Smith, and County Executive 
MaryEllen Odell, Maloney said it shows 
his willingness for bipartisanship. He also 
said he has one of the most independent 
voting records and has been ranked 
the 7th most independent Democrat 
in the House of Representatives by 

Congressional Quarterly. 
“I work consistently with leaders from 

across the aisle on lots of projects that 
help our local communities,” he said. 

And for Hayworth, the Independence 
line might even hold a larger significance. 
When she ran for congress in 2010 
and won, she had the Independence 
line and received 5,000 votes from the 
Independence Party, but when she didn’t 
have the line because she lacked certified 
signatures in 2012, according to a Capital 
New York article, she lost to Maloney. 

This time around, Hayworth is confident 
she’ll find a way to edge Maloney. Talking 
with Independent Party members in 
recent weeks, Hayworth said she’s heard 
many want a candidate “who will stand 
up to the juggernaut of burdens.” 

“We’ve gotten a great response from 
the folks I’ve talked with,” Hayworth said. 
“We have so much in common.”

Maloney is running for a second term 

Maloney and Hayworth Grapple 
for Independence Line in Primary
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Now Batting for The NY Yankees, Sean Callahan 

PHOTO PROVIDED BY NEW YORK YANKEES
A young Mahopac boy battling cancer had the thrill of  a lifetime last week when he became an 
honorary member of  the New York Yankees organization. Sean Callahan, 11, became a Yankee 
for a day, along with two other children who are all part of  the Friends of  Jaclyn program, which 
pairs children battling brain tumors with sports teams. The three children were surprised by the 
Yankees’ Joe Girardi, David Robertson, Ichiro Suzuki, Shawn Kelley, David Phelps, Matt Thornton 
and Francisco Cervelli at the Hard Rock Café where they all ate lunch together. Later on, the 
Yankees held a press conference to welcome them to the team and the children were given their 
own lockers in the clubhouse and suited up in Yankees uniforms before joining their new teammates 
for a variety of  batting practice activities. Callahan, pictured here with Robertson getting ready, 
was on the field for pregame ceremonies and then watched the game as a guest of  the Yankees.
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By Martin Wilbur
Former Assemblyman Robert Castelli 

made it official last Tuesday announcing 
that he will challenge Yorktown 
Councilman Terrence Murphy for the 
Republican nomination for the 40th 
state Senate District seat being vacated 
by Sen. Greg Ball.

Castelli, 64, of Goldens Bridge, said 
he is running to give Republican voters 
in the district a choice of who they want 
to represent the party in the November 
election rather than have that selection 
made by party bosses. The winner of the 
Sept. 9 primary will take on Democrat 
Justin Wagner.

“We believed the voice of the people 
was taken and it should be returned 
to them,” said Castelli, who made his 
comments outside the Lewisboro Public 
Library on June 17 accompanied by 
about a dozen supporters. “If I’m not 
their choice, okay, but I want them to 
have a choice.”

As of last week, the Republican 
committees in Westchester and Putnam 
counties had already endorsed Murphy. 
However, Castelli said his campaign is 
in the midst of collecting about 2,000 
signatures on the petition to get him on 
the primary ballot. About 1,000 valid 
signatures from registered Republicans 
in the district must be submitted to the 

Board of Elections by July 10.
Castelli, who called Murphy a 

friend, said Ball’s late announcement 
last month left the party in a bind 
because it limited potential challengers 
who would have little time to plan an 
effective campaign. He suggested that 
strategy was no coincidence.

“It appears to everyone that it was 
made with the purpose of forcing out 
any other candidates other than (Ball’s) 
handpicked candidate,” Castelli said.

Three days after Ball’s announce 
he would bow out and search for 
opportunities in the private sector, the 
Westchester nominating convention 
was held, he said. Despite Republican 
representatives from five towns--Mount 
Pleasant, New Castle, Pound Ridge, 
Lewisboro and North Salem--having 
requested a postponement, the decision 
was made to hastily back Murphy, 
Castelli said.

Reached last week, Murphy said he 
and Castelli had ample opportunity to 
present themselves to the  Westchester 
GOP, although he would have been fine 
with a week’s delay.

While Murphy said he respects 
Castelli and vowed not to take him 
lightly in the primary, he mentioned 
that the former assemblyman was “hell-
bent on what he was going to do.”

“It’s a bump in the road that I’m not 
going to take lightly and I’m moving 
forward,” he said.

Murphy noted he had received GOP, 
Conservative and Independence party 
backing in Westchester, Putnam and 
Dutchess.

For a while last weekend, it appeared 
Murphy and Castelli might have 
company in the primary. Westchester 
County Executive Rob Astortorino’s 
political strategist William O’Reilly 
had been approached to throw his hat 
in the ring but announced on Sunday 
that he would concentrate on Astorino’s 

gubernatorial campaign.
Castelli, a Vietnam veteran, retired 

state trooper and former criminal 
justice professor, acknowledged that he 
has eyed this seat for a couple of years 
but had promised Ball that he would not 
challenge him. 

Castelli, who defeated County 
Legislator Peter Harckham in a 
February 2010 special election for his 
Assembly seat before defeating current 
White Plains Mayor Tom Roach for a 
full two-year term later that year, said 
that he has the experience to navigate 

PROVIDED BY THE CASTELLI CAMPAIGN
Robert Castelli, surrounded by supporters in Lewisboro, announced on June 17 he would run in a 
primary for the Republican nomination for the 40th Senate District seat.

continued on page 6
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By David Propper
Two Putnam County legislators 

last week questioned whether a new 
employee has engaged in campaign 
work for County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell on taxpayer time. During a June 
17 Personnel Committee meeting, the 
employment of Faith Ann Butcher, 
the former publisher of the now 
defunct Hudson Valley Reporter, was 
challenged by Legislators Dini LoBue 
and Sam Oliverio. 

Butcher, a Mahopac resident, 
is currently being paid through a 
temporary, part-time line from the 
Information Technology department. 
So far, she’s earned roughly $6,000; 
however, her salary won’t exceed 
$20,000 for the rest of the year, said IT 
Director Tom Lannon. She started her 
job in early April.

Butcher started working for the 
county as a fill-in communications 
director for the county executive’s 
office, while the permanent director 
was on a leave of absence, Lannon 
said, but was getting paid through 
the IT line. Now, she’s working within 
the IT department since the regular 
communications director has returned.

Oliverio, who is running for county 
executive against Odell, said Butcher 
has been at numerous events taking 
photos or shooting videos of Odell. He 

said he’s a “little perplexed,” wondering 
“if we’re dispensing news for our county 
residents or are we campaigning.”

Oliverio noted he’s seen Butcher at 
as many as three events: the D-Day 
ceremony, a spring senior citizen 
luncheon and a June 7 business expo in 
which she was either shooting photos 
or videos of Odell. Lannon said Butcher 
was not working on county time during 
the business expo, but did say she was 
on county time for the D-Day ceremony 
and senior luncheon because she was 
there to set up equipment and shoot 
content to put on the website to better 
inform county citizens. Her official 
position is administrative assistant, 
Lannon said.

“The disturbing thing, though, is at 
the height of a heated election season 
and taxpayer dollars are paying for 
this publicity,” said Oliverio, who 
noted there are photos from the 
county website that are also on Odell’s 
campaign website. “We’ve never had a 
individual do this before.”

LoBue added she has a “real 
problem” if Butcher is working for the 
county and also working privately for 
Odell’s campaign. If Butcher is working 
privately for Odell, LoBue said it has 
to be made public. Legislator Ginny 
Nacerino agreed with LoBue about 
disclosing whether she was working for 

Odell privately.
When reached, Odell said Butcher 

was not working for her campaign.
“If I’m out in the daytime and she’s 

covering events for the county she puts 
them on our website, some of them get 
carried to my Facebook (page). She 
doesn’t do my Facebook, she doesn’t do 
any of that,” Odell said. “She basically 
covers any activity of the legislature or 
myself as the county executive.”

Past new releases from at least a 
month ago on Odell’s re-election 
campaign website showed they were 
posted by Butcher. When asked 
why Butcher would be posting for 
the website if she wasn’t part of the 
campaign, Odell replied, “I don’t know, 
maybe it was a cut and paste, maybe 
somebody picked up something from 
the county website and moved it over.”

Now, as of last week, all the news 
releases have been changed to show 
they were posted by the “Committee to 
Elect MaryEllen Odell,” including ones 
that were previously posted by Butcher.

Nacerino and Legislature Chairman 
Carl Albano both defended Butcher’s 
hiring, noting it was a necessity to 
get information out and improve the 
website and it’s normal for elected 
officials to have their photos taken. 
Nacerino, the chairman of the 
Personnel Committee, said because 

Odell is in a high profile position she is 
responsible for attending certain public 
events, which often include getting 
her photo taken. She also pointed out 
that neighboring counties (including 
Westchester) have communication 
teams.

Albano said the hire is appropriate 
if her function is necessary for the IT 
department.

Butcher, a former Examiner Media 
employee, left the company last year 
to start the Hudson Valley Reporter. 
Shortly after the publication’s launch, 
Examiner Media sued Butcher 
for tampering with the company’s 
distribution and for gaining access 
to Examiner Media’s password-
protected file sharing system, lifting 
ads published in Examiner newspapers 
and then publishing the ads in early 
editions of her newspaper.

One of Butcher’s employees was 
ultimately arrested by Mount Kisco 
police for tampering with an Examiner 
distribution box. The lawsuit ended 
in a settlement but the terms were not 
disclosed. 

Near the end of the meeting, 
Nacerino suggested the conversation 
isn’t over.

“I don’t know if we really got that 
clarified the way we wanted to, but we 
did start the discussion,” she concluded. 

Odell: New Employee Not Campaigning on County Dime



June 24 - June 30, 2014 The Putnam Examiner4

in congress after he beat Hayworth head-
to-head in 2012 by less than four percent 
of the vote. The Cold Spring resident 
actually beat out four other Democrats 
in 2012 during a primary before toppling 
Hayworth. After just two years out of 
office, Hayworth, who served one term in 
congress for the 19th district (before the 
voting lines were redistricted) announced 
her intent to run again back in February. 
The district covers all of Putnam and 
Orange Counties and parts of Dutchess 
and northern Westchester Counties. 

The campaigns have traded barbs and 

harsh words since Hayworth announced 
she was seeking her seat back. Maloney 
has referred to Hayworth as a candidate 
running on behalf of the Tea Party 
and someone who wants to disband 
Medicare. Meanwhile, Hayworth has 
hit on Maloney’s support of President 
Obama’s rollout of the controversial 
Affordable Care Act and calls him a 
Washington insider. She has continually 
said Washington is the problem and out 
of touch with Hudson Valley families.

When pointedly asked if she was a Tea 
Party candidate, Hayworth deflected and 

said, “I would call myself the Hudson 
Valley’s candidate because that’s what I 
am.”   

When asked to respond to Hayworth’s 
call that Washington is the problem, 
Maloney said, “It’s easy for someone to 
curse the darkness.” 

“Any politician can rail against 
Washington,” he said. “And I certainly 
have my complaints with the way 
Washington works.”

Former presidential candidate and 
Republican leader Mitt Romney has 
even injected himself into the race, 

endorsing Hayworth a few days before the 
Independence primary. 

“Nan Hayworth’s impressive 
experiences as a doctor, mother, and 
businesswoman make her an exceptional 
candidate to represent the people of 
the Hudson Valley,” Romney said in a 
statement. “Nan is a doctor you can trust 
to help fix our broken health care system 
and a compassionate voice for those 
struggling in this difficult economy. I am 
proud to support Nan in her campaign to 
return to Congress.”

The Maloney campaign quickly shot 
back, calling both Romney and Hayworth 
“out-of-touch millionaires.” 

“Mitt Romney and Tea Party 
Congresswoman Nan Hayworth are two 
peas in a pod – out-of-touch millionaires 
who want to replace Medicare benefits 
with vouchers just to pay for more tax 
breaks for themselves. Mitt Romney’s 
statement makes it clear that even 
her supporters have little to say about 
Congresswoman Hayworth’s failed Tea 
Party record,” said Maloney spokesperson 
Stephanie Formas said. 

Maloney and Hayworth Grapple for Independence Line in Primary
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By Neal Rentz
The Southeast Town Board and the 

Brewster Village Board of Trustees held a 
joint public hearing on June 18 in village 
hall on a proposal for construction of a 
four-story medical/professional office 
building located next to the Southeast 
town highway garage.

For the plan to go forward the roughly 
16 acre 61 Allvoiew Ave. parcel would 
need to be annexed from Southeast to 

Brewster. 
B.O.S. Land Development Corp. is 

proposing the building on about five acres 
of the property. The developer is seeking 
to connect the 64,000 square foot building 
to be connected to the Brewster water and 
sewer systems. 

Mike Bartolotti, an attorney representing 
the developer, told the boards that in 
addition to the annexation, his client 

Office Building Proposal Discussed 
at Joint Public Hearing

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
The Southeast Town Board and the Brewster Village Board of  Trustees held a combined public hearing 
on June 18 in village hall on a proposal for a four-story office building.

By Janine Bowen
The Putnam Valley Town Board 

has decided to suspend their approval 
of the Rose Hill Cemetery proposal, 
following the revelation about the legal 
use of cemeteries in Putnam County last 
month. 

The proposed plan would grade the 
55-acre parcel to add more than 1,800 
new burial sites, but at a May 21 meeting, 
town attorney William Zutt revealed the 

transfer of land must be subjected to 
approval by the county legislators. This 
is because cemeteries are technically 
banned in Putnam County, but those 
that were in existence before 1996 may 
continue to operate as such. However, the 
transfer of ownership of the title to the 
land will require county approval before 
new burial sites can be introduced. 

As of Wednesday night, Legislator Sam 

Rose Hills Project Put on Pause 
by Putnam Valley Town Board

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
The Putnam Valley Town Board discusses the Rose Hill Cemetery proposal at a town board meeting last 
week.

continued on page 6continued on page 6
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would need village approval to change the 
zoning from the property from the current 
R-160 residential zone to a B-1 commercial 
zone. If the project was approved his client 
would donate a portion of their property 
to Town of Southeast to be used by the 
highway department, he said.

There would be 181 workers employed 
at the building, Bartolotti, who is also the 
first deputy clerk for the Putnam County 
Clerk’s Office and a candidate for county 
clerk, said. 

Several residents, including Jim 

Thompson, who spoke during last week’s 
public hearing expressed concerns that 
if the developer did not go forward with 
the office building plan, something else 
that they would not want on the property 
would be constructed. Thompson said the 
developer must not be allowed to seek an 
alternative project if the office building 
plan falls through, he said. Village Counsel 
Anthony Mole, replied by saying, “You 
have to build that” and an alternative 
project could not go forward without 
appropriate village approvals,

Village Deputy Mayor Christine Piccini 

said a rezoning could not take place 
without annexation of the property. Mole 
said the proposed rezoning would be 
subject to a village public hearing. 

Southeast Supervisor Tony Hay asked if 
the office building would be able use town 
water, rather than village water. Town 
water in the area is not drinkable, village 
Mayor James Schoenig replied. 

The village board of trustees voted 
unanimously to close the public hearing. 
The town and village boards have 90 days 
to make a decision on the annexation 
proposal, Mole said. 

Olivario stated no proposal regarding 
the Rose Hill zoning incentive has been 
brought before the legislature. 

At that meeting, the town board voted 
to suspend the operation of concept 
plan approval for the project, which is 
currently before the planning board, 
until the county legislature gives its 
approval. If approval or denial of the title 
transfer is not approved by the county 
within six months, the original approval 
of the project by the town board will 
expire. 

If the legislature does approve the 
proposal, the board has also attached 
a new condition to the progress of the 
project. 

According to Zutt, an environmental 
consultant voiced concern that the 
cemetery may violate ground water 
protection laws, as it could potentially 
introduce hazardous materials into 
nearby bodies of water.  Should the 
legislature approve the Rose Hill 
proposal, further investigation into these 
claims would need to be made before the 
project could continue to move forward. 

Resident Victor Tiship opposes the 
proposed project for financial reasons 
and the fact the 55-acre land will be 
non-taxable but not a non-profit entity. 
He was concerned the applicant would 
be able to make a profit at the expense 
of taxpayers, but town supervisor Robert 
Tendy stated it was premature to discuss 
that aspect of the proposal. 

Office Building Proposal Discussed at Joint Public Hearing Rose Hills 
Project Put 
on Pause by 
Putnam Valley 
Town Board
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include orthopedics, cancer care, women’s services, behavioral health and emergency medicine. We 

excel at minimally invasive approaches to surgery including use of the da Vinci® Robotic Surgical 

System. What’s more, we’ve been ranked among the Top 15% in the Nation for Outstanding Patient 

Experience by Healthgrades® for 2013–2014. Proving once again, we get better with age.

670 Stoneleigh Avenue, Carmel, NY 10512  

Visit health-quest.org/PHC
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Albany more effectively than either 
Murphy or Wagner.

In his nearly three years in the 
Assembly, he said he worked effectively 
with Democrats and has earned the 
admiration of Gov. Andrew Cuomo for 
his bipartisanship.

“I’ve been up there, I swam with the 
sharks. I understand the culture of 
Albany and the corruption of Albany,” 
Castelli said. “I have been a reformer, 
I’ll continue to be a reformer.”

Castelli lost to Assemblyman David 
Buchwald in 2012.

Rick Pezzullo contributed to this 
article.

Castelli in Primary 
Challenge for 40th 
Senate District Seat
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By David Propper
William Shakespeare and his plays are 

old. They’re really old.
This year, Shakespeare, perhaps the 

most famous and renowned playwright 
of all time, turned 450 years old. While 
his plays have been around for centuries, 
they continue to be used time and time 
again, the perfect example of timeless 
classics. And for another year, the Hudson 
Valley Shakespeare Festival taking place 
at Boscobel House and Gardens in 
Philipstown is paying homage to the man 

the festival is named after. For almost two 
weeks now, the 2014 season is underway 
with plays including Shakespeare’s Othello, 
and The Two Gentlemen of Verona (and 
also The Liar, the only non-Shakespeare 
play showing by David Ives.) 

Davis McCallum, who is in his first year 
as artistic director for the festival, lauds 
what the English playwright was able to 
accomplish, crafting more than 30 plays. He 
said Shakespeare should be celebrated for 
being “450 years young.”

“I know lots of living American 
playwrights who would like to have 
one-tenth of Shakespeare’s production,” 
McCallum said. 

The goal for the theatre company 

producing the plays is to make audience 
members see how the themes in the plays 
can be relatable to modern day issues that 
may arise, McCallum said. 

“We have an approach to Shakespeare, 
which sees these plays not as something 
that happened a long time ago in a place 
far, far away but something as immediate 
and relevant to our audience right here and 
now,” McCallum said. “(The audience) sees 
themselves in our work on stage.”

The mission statement for the festival 
states its goal is to engage “the widest 

possible audience in a fresh conversation 
about what is essential in Shakespeare.” 

Abigail Adam, the managing director for 
the past 16 years, added the themes from 
his plays are “timeless.” She said the festival 
is able to “convert people into Shakespeare 
lovers.” 

“I’ve watched wives drag their husbands 
here, who say I don’t like Shakespeare then 
the next year they’re dragging their wives 
here,” Adam said. 

While the plays stand alone as a reason 
to attend the festival, which runs until Aug. 
31, there are other draws. The breathtaking 
view of the Hudson River that serves 
as a backdrop makes it special in itself. 
Before the plays are performed, audience 

members can picnic as the sun begins to set. 
McCallum said when he first rounded the 
corner of the mansion and saw the view, “he 
stopped in his tracks.”

“The backdrop is unbeatable,” he said. 
“There’s nothing like it in American theatre.” 

The tent is even hand designed and 
crafted in Mexico and is considered one of 
a kind, When Adams started 16 years ago, 
the plays all took place under a party tent 
and fit only half the audience size it does 
today. Because of the tent’s uniqueness, 
McCallum said it makes the actors feel as if 
they are performing “between and among 
and through the presence of the audience.”

He said the interaction between the cast 
and the audience makes each performance 
incredibly special. 

McCallum said, “There’s something really 
magical happening out here.”

Here are the previews as listed on http://
hvshakespeare.org for the three plays:

Othello
By William Shakespeare
Directed by Christopher V. Edwards  
Othello, newly married to Desdemona, 

is appointed leader of a major military 
operation. Iago, passed over for promotion 
by Othello in favor of the younger Cassio, 
persuades Othello that Cassio and 
Desdemona are having an affair, with 
devastating consequences. 

The Two Gentlemen of Verona
By William Shakespeare
Directed by Eric Tucker
Shakespeare’s take on friendship, young 

love, constancy and fickleness, this romantic 
comedy takes us from the courtly world of 
Verona and Milan to the wildness of the 
forest where, it seems, anything can happen.

The Liar
By David Ives Adapted from the 

comedy by Pierre Corneille
Directed by Russell Treyz
Take one young man who cannot tell the 

truth, his manservant who cannot tell a lie, 
add two beautiful young women, a jealous 
lover and then sit back to enjoy the hilarious 
consequences in David Ives’ brilliantly witty 
adaptation of this classic comedy. 

Shakespeare Alive and Well at Hudson Valley Festival

PROVIDED BY HuDSON VALLEY SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL
The tent used is hand crafted from Mexico and is constantly packed with audience members that are 
interested in Shakespeare and his plays, even 450 years later. 

PROVIDED BY HuDSON VALLEY SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL
Leopold Lowe and Susannah Millonzi star in Othello, one of  the Shakespeare plays performed at the 
festival.
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By David Propper
Alana Sweeny has been leading 

United Way of Westchester and Putnam 
(UWWP) as the President and CEO for 
the past two weeks and certainly earned 
her way into the impressive position. 

When she saw the opening a few 
months ago, she was excited at possibly 
landing a job at one of the largest non-
profits in the region. So much so, when 
Sweeny was in a rehabilitation center as 
a result of falling on ice, she did one of 
her interviews over Skype from a hospital 
bed. Even while recovering from a broken 
hip, Sweeny, a Mahopac resident and local 
leader, was still able to shine in the first of 
three interviews.

“It was a very intensive process,” Sweeny 
said. “And I understand they had many, 
many more applicants than expected 
for the position. It was a very sought 
after position so I am very gratified and 
humble that out of that, they chose me, 
especially on my cane.”

And because the United Way Board 
of Directors’ Search Committee chose 
Sweeny, Putnam County can finally boast 
it has its first resident who was named 
the president and CEO of the well-
known organization that focuses on the 
betterment of the public through quality 
education, which in turn snowballs into a 
better job, more income, and a more stable 
life for residents in the two counties.

Sweeny said while her job is to focus 
on the entire region, she said having a 
Putnam resident run United Way can 
result in a unique perspective for the 
organization and get more attention for 
Putnam County. 

“I have a good, strong understanding 
of this community,” Sweeny, a 31-year 
Putnam resident, said. “I have a good 
sense of the community, of the values 
of the community, of the people in the 
community, of all the good work in the 

community and I think I can bring that 
to United Way and make that presence 
in Putnam much more vibrant than it is 
currently.”

Sweeny’s first day on the job was June 
2 and she is replacing former president 
and CEO Naomi Adler who left after six 
years. The chair of the UWWP board of 
directors Gregory D. Bassuk, Esq., touted 
Sweeny’s experience that made her the 
best candidate for the job.

“Ms. Sweeny’s extensive background 
in fundraising, human services, and 
government, as well as her strong focus 
on children’s issues, make her the perfect 
fit to lead the United Way of Westchester 
and Putnam,” said Bassuk in a statement. 
“Ms. Sweeny will be a passionate advocate 
for critical programs such as United Way’s 
2-1-1 and will help us make tremendous 
strides in our education, income, and 
health initiatives.”

Sweeny has an extensive background 
with United Way. She was a volunteer 
back in the early 1990s when she was 
both a board chair for United Way of 
Putnam and vice chair for United Way 
of Westchester and Putnam. When she 
worked at the state level for Governor 
George Pataki, she worked with United 
Way of New York on early childhood, 
health and poverty. 

Recently, Sweeny served as executive 
director for the Police Athletic League 

of New York City from 2011-2014 and 
was commissioner of the New York State 
Council on Children and Families. She 
currently is a volunteer for the Greater 
New York Chapter of the American Red 
Cross and vice president on the board 
of the Cornell Cooperative Extension in 
Putnam. 

“I’m going to be a very busy person, I 
expect to work 200 hours a week,” Sweeny 
said with a laugh. 
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Putnam Resident Takes Over as CEO and President for UWWP
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Alana Sweeny is the first Putnam County resident 
to become the CEO and president of  united Way 
of  Westchester and Putnam.
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By David Propper
He might only be 24-years-old, but 

Robert De Lucia recently made a life-
changing decision. 

For the last five years, De Lucia has 
owned the business Local Boys Junkyard 
Removal in Mahopac. While he’s run it 
and put plenty into the business, it was 
more of a part-time gig, something he 
worked at when he wasn’t focusing on 
another full-time job. 

Now, that’s not the case. De Lucia made 
the bold move to quit his full-time job 
with a consistent salary and benefits to 
put all of his energy into making Local 
Boys his main priority. Being so young, 
if there was a time to take a leap of faith, 
now was it.

“I just couldn’t work for someone, I had 
to do something on my own,” De Lucia. 
“Make it, do something so that’s pretty 
much it actually.”

De Lucia, who graduated from Mahopac 
high school in 2007, had multiple jobs, 
his most recent one with Cablevision the 
last two years. While it provided stability, 
it wasn’t satisfactory. De Lucia’s interests 
center more on antiques and picking 
though other people’s unwanted goodies.  
The business primarily serves Putnam 
and Westchester Counties and will handle 
anything from home foreclosures, home/

garage cleanouts, car and board removal, 
as well as furniture and carpet removal. 

People usually know the items they 
want or need to get rid of, but don’t know 
how to dispose of it. For instance, there 
is a different way to throw paint out 
compared to a bed mattress, De Lucia 
said. 

Some of the items De Lucia removes 
he’ll even try to resell. If the customer is 
tossing a couple of couches, he’ll look to 
make a few extra bucks so he doesn’t have 
to charge that customer as much. 

Some items can even be put under 
the category “one man’s trash is another 
man’s treasure.”  He still remembers going 

to wealthier towns like Chappaqua and 
Armonk in Westchester where families 
are throwing out huge television sets that 
haven’t been open yet. 

As much as De Lucia is looking forward 
to making it on his own, he admitted 
there is some trepidation.

“I’m really nervous,” he said. “It was 
great because I had money coming in 
every two weeks when I got my paycheck 
and now I’m kind of nervous about it.”

And De Lucia certainly isn’t the only 
one in the junkyard removal business. He 
notes the industry can be competitive, but 
he tries to gain more customers with the 
best prices and the hope they’ll turn to a 
local kid from Putnam County, instead of 
a bigger business. 

“I’m pretty much like a dumpster,” he 
said. “But I’m cheaper.”

And with two trucks, two trailers, two 
trailers that are rented and a car trailer all 
in his garbage-removing fleet, De Lucia is 
ready to get started. 

“I’m hoping the fact that I’m local 
that everyone will choose me and not 
a big franchise that will cost them more 
money,” he said. “I try to stay local, I try to 
help people out that are local.”

Local Boys Junkyard Removal is located 
at 368 Route 6 in Mahopac and its number 
is 914-438-0202.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Robert De Lucia stands with one of  pick-up trucks that’s ready to load up resident’s garbage and 
unwanted goods. The photo taken last Thursday was De Lucia’s first day putting all his energy into Local 
Boys after quitting his other job.

Local Boys Junkyard Removal 
Mahopac

Business 

of the Week

It’s all about you.

Excited about the Pleasantville Music Festival 
Saturday, July 12? We are. Great bands. Great times. In a 

great village. And PCTV is going to be there to cover it as 

always. Want a preview of this year’s artists? Watch 

Catching Up with Mayor Peter Scherer any 

day on PCTV at 8 am, 2 pm, or 8 pm to get a peek at who’s 

playing. Or watch online at pctv76.org. Be in the 

know before the show.

 
   

SEE THE BEST 
OF THE FEST 
(BEFORE ALL THE REST)

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin



June 24 - June 30, 2014 The Putnam Examiner10

William Patrick 
Cassidy

William Patrick Cassidy, 80 resident 
of Stormville, since 1966, formerly of 
Elmhurst and Huntington, L.I., died on 
June 18. Born at St. John’s Hospital, Long 
Island City, son of Elizabeth Babchak and 
John Cassidy. Employed first as a Tool and 
Die Maker which trade he apprenticed 
at Kollsman Instrument Corp., in L.I. 
then at I.B.M. East Fishkill, as a Safety 
Engineer. He retired from I.B.M. in 1992. 
He was a loyal parishioner of St. James 
the Apostle Church in Carmel. He was 
an avid bowler and basketball player, 
loved his family and, in his retirement 
enjoyed traveling and experiencing new 
places with his wife. On October 27, 
1956, he married June Marie Parker in St. 
Lukes Church, they had three children; 
Peter Richard married to Mary Paladin 
with their daughter Alimara, residing in 
Danville, PA, William Morgan married 
to Susan Worley with their daughter 
Sarah Elizabeth residing in Bloomington, 
Indiana and his children from previous 
marriage Jenna Lisa, Nicole Marie and 
Erica Lee., and, John Lee and his husband 
Giovanni Proietti residing in Hopewell 
Junction. His brothers; Jack and Peter 
predeceased him. His sister Elizabeth 
Scandurra of Greenlawn, along with 
many nieces and nephews mourn his loss.

Claire V. Penebre
Claire V. Penebre of Carmel died on 

June 19, at the age of 89. She was born on 
July 15, 1924 to Henry and Vivian Stella 
Stoerziger in Port Chester. She is survived 
by her three loving children Gary (Helen)
of Stratford, CT, Joseph (Rose)of Saugus 
MA,and LuAnn (Thomas)Varbero of 
Carmel, her brother Robert (Mary Anne) 
Stoerzinger. She is also survived by her 
seven adoring grandchildren Michael 
Penebre, Thomas Varbero Jr., Valerie 
Penebre, Jaclyn Varbero, Gary Penebre 
Jr., Julian Penebre, Vincent Penebre 
and many nieces and nephews. She was 
predeceased by her husband Angelo J. 
Penebre, her son Larry M. Penebre, and 
her brothers Royce Lowden, Charles 
Lowden, Richard Stoerzinger, Calvin 
Stoerzinger, and William Stoerzinger and 
sister Josephine Palladino.

Cleo C. McDonough
Cleo C. McDonough, a longtime 

resident of Mahopac and formerly of 
the Bronx died Sunday June 15, at the 
age of 81. She was born in Charleston, 
SC on November 18, 1932, the daughter 
of Leo and Lela Garnto. Cleo married 
Raymond J. McDonough in the Bronx in 
1951. Mr. McDonough died on June 25, 
1990. She is survived by her sons, John 
and his wife Deborah and Raymond and 
his wife Mary, all of Mahopac, her 13 
grandchildren and 7 great grandchildren. 
She was predeceased by her sons, Leo, 
Jimmy and Robert.

Diane M. Seymour
Diane M. Seymour of Mahopac, 

died peacefully at her home on June 17, 
surrounded by her family at the age of 78. 
She was born in Yonkers on July 30, 1935, 
the daughter of Frank and Mary Neary 
Martin. Diane retired from the Town of 
Carmel Police Department where she was 
secretary to the Chief of Police after many 
years of service. Prior to that, she served 
as a secretary in the Town of Carmel 
Highway Department for many years. 
Diane was an avid reader and gardener. 
She had a love of animals and enjoyed 
watching them and caring for them. On 

September 15, 1956 she married Hugh G. 
Seymour. Mr. Seymour died on October 
3, 2006. She is survived by her son, Glenn 
of Mahopac, and her daughters, Denise of 
Mahopac and Leslie Bowman of Milford, 
DE, her granddaughter, Amy, her sister-
in-law Lorraine Seymour of Mahopac, 
brother-in-law Jack Seymour of Daytona 
Beach, FL and her nieces, Doreen Hoyt 
and Michelle Seymour, both of Mahopac. 
She was predeceased by her sister, Elaine 
“Dinny” Radcliffe.

Timothy Ryan 
Faulkner

Timothy Ryan Faulkner of Mahopac, 
died on Friday June 20 at the age of 21. 
He was born on October 21, 1992 in Mt. 
Kisco. Tim is survived by his parents 
Richard Faulkner and Catherine Walsh, 
his brother Richard and his wife Ellen, 
his sister Tracy Sederis and her husband 
Brian, niece Havana Mae, grandmother 
Marilyn Faulkner, grandfather Patrick 
Walsh, uncle Tim, aunt Kim and cousin 
Brady. Visitation will be held on Tuesday 
June 24 from 3 p.m.-7 p.m. at the Joseph 
J. Smith Funeral Home. There will be a 
Funeral Service held on Wednesday at 1 
p.m. at the Funeral Home. Interment will 
follow at Hillside Cemetery, Cortland 
Manor.

Obituaries

What an amazing night. How do I 
begin to thank someone for one of the 
most emotional and amazing nights of 
my life?  When I originally found out 
I had been nominated by Senator Ball 
as a Woman of Distinction, I felt there 
were others who were more deserving. 
Yet, Senator Greg Ball chose me. Sitting 
alongside the rest of the 19 women 
and listening to their accomplishments 
made me feel even more unworthy of 
the honor. Then I listened to what they 

read about me and still but when I 
looked around no one else felt the way 
I did. There was such an outpouring 
of love and support, starting with 
the Senator’s staff congratulating 
me.  Among the audience were my 
VFW5491 friends and Ladies Auxiliary 
Sisters, my Southeast seniors, amazing 
friends, and especially my daughters, 
Kris and Jenn, who made the evening 
one I will cherish for the rest of my 
life. There are no words to express my 

gratitude to Senator Ball for hosting 
such a wonderful event, and a “Thank 
You” is definitely not enough. It will 
truly go down as one of my best ever. 
Thank you again, Senator Ball. I along 
with so many others will truly miss you.

 
Tracy Griffin
Brewster
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Across
1. Tappan Zee Bridge toll or JV Mall 
eatery, _____ Fare
7. Stop working properly
11. Paradise
12. Tackle box item
13. ‘Stop panicking!’
14. Not too shabby
15. Piercing locale
17. Prevent
20. Consultant
24. The ____ of one’s eye or Mohegan
Lake bank
26. Emcee’s lead-in
27. Two bags of groceries, say
29. Archer-bow wood
30. “___ other questions?”
31. Mason’s wedge
34. Honeysuckle family shrub
40. Halo
41. Persecute
42. Caddie’s bagful
43. Early oboes

Down
1. Center of activity
2. Colorado native
3. A dwarf
4. Site of rejuvenation
5. Peanut ___
6. Mentioned
7. Gold coin of old Italy
8. Razor-billed ___
9. Investment (abbr.)
10. A pewter
16. Ardent
17. Flock sound

18. Tax mo.
19. Unit of frequency: Abbr.
20. Many millennia
21. Porker’s home
22. Minable material
23. Commotion
25. Andean animals
28. Indian nursemaids
31. Sun preceder
32. Cry’s partner
33. Miff
35. Scrooge’s reply
36. Victorian, e.g.
37. “Rules of conduct”
38. Any doctrine
39. Barnyard beast

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 16

Baby is a friendly girl 
with a big smile! 

Come Visit Her At:  
  

845-225-7777  

TheÊPutnam   
HumaneÊSocietyÊ

PetÊofÊ
theÊÊ

WeekÊ
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When you are working on a 
job around the house or in the 
garden, are you like me in that 
your mind wanders to dreams 
of worlds to be conquered or 
occasional regrets about paths 
not taken? 

I had never thought about what 
might occupy the minds of others 
as they tackle home projects until 
I met Steve Haggerty who makes 
a living as a contractor. In his 
case, thoughts on the job feed his 
passion as a poet and writer.

Traveling along a road on the 
way to a job, he might see a fog 
settling over a field with cows 
and, rather than worry that the 
mist might slow his arrival, he makes a 
mental note of how the scene might fit into 
his writing later in the day. He observes the 
will of a blade of grass struggling through 
a crack in concrete and makes another 
notation, perhaps this time in a notebook, 
which shares space with notations of 
needed supplies at the hardware store.  

Normally when homeowners contract for 
a job, they expect a service provider who is 
good at what he or she does. They probably 
would not look beyond that expectation to 
an entire realm of artistry.

Early on I learned that real estate is a 
fascinating field because all of us in the 
industry have done something else and 

have brought another skill set 
to our profession. In Haggerty’s 
case, he was a trade publication 
editor dealing with the building 
industry. When he was 29, he 
decided to leave that position to 
work with his hands so that he 
could “clear his mind” for the 
creative process of writing. He 
chose to work in the field he had 
written about.

The result of that decision,  
is his book “Cows in the Fog 
and Other Poems and Stories,” 
currently being published.

Haggerty was surrounded 
by creative expression growing 
up. His father Richard Haggerty 

worked with genius composer Richard 
Rodgers of musical theater fame. His 
neighbors, when he vacationed in Vermont, 
were poet Robert Frost and artist Normal 
Rockwell, not the sort of knock-around 
friends you would expect from a contractor 
who would come to paint your house or 
build an addition.

Leafing through an advance copy of 
his book, I felt compelled to ask Haggerty 
about how that thought process translated 
into the implementation of his work with 
his hands.  

“Thinking like a poet has developed in 
me a sense of rhythm when I work,” he 
responded. “It’s not necessarily the best way 

to rush into a job with the goal of just getting 
it done as quickly as you can. Sometimes it’s 
best to do some things more steadfastly, to 
slow down, to get the job done in a better 
way.” 

Maybe not all homeowners would like to 
hear that a job would be done in a certain 
rhythm that might take longer, but for me 
I’d take that route anytime.

As I consider the projects I have harbored 
in my mind for my beloved Ebenezer 
White House--the reconstruction of a 
front porch that graced my home from the 
1830s to the 1950s and will now reappear as 
enclosed office space and a glass solarium 
overlooking my garden and pool, with a spa 
and gym above, along with another bath and 
a laundry room--I ask Haggerty whether he 
would be interested in looking at the plans 
when they finally arrive from my architect 
and signing on as my contractor? 

But I extract a promise from him: At the 
end of each day, will he share with me the 
thoughts that pop into his head as he wends 
his way through the project? Isn’t that part 
of the creative process, after all? 

My plan would be to take his notes, create 
a small sketch book and keep it along with 
the architectural plans to leave with the 
house as the poetry the project inspired. 
How creative an idea is that?  

Steve Haggerty’s “Cows in the Fog and 
Other Poems and Stories” can be found 
at Amazon.com or at his website, www.

sthaggerty.com. For hands-on contract 
work with a creative twist, he can be reached 
directly at 845-319-6213.

Bill Primavera,“The Home Guru”Realtor,® 
is associated with William Raveis Real Estate 
and Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate and 
development. His real estate site is: www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his blog is: 
www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To engage the 
services of The Home Guru Team to market 
your home for sale, call 914-522-2076.

The Contractor Who Builds Like a Poet, Because He is One

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com
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BILL PRIMAVERA PHOTO
Steve Haggerty, contractor and poet, frees his 
mind for creativity while he works with his hands.
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The toddler years are full 
of growth and amazement, 
but also confusion and 
apprehension.  Parents often 
feel mystified by toddler 
behaviors and uncertain how to 
help during this critical period 
of development.  The emotional 
skills toddlers develop influence 
them through adulthood.  Child 
psychologist and director of the 
Barnard Center for Toddler 
Development, Dr. Tovah P. 
Klein answers questions about parenting 
toddlers.   Here are some of Klein’s 
insights from her interview last week on 
the Leonard Lopate Show.  

How important are routines?
Toddlers have zero sense of time, 

Klein explains.  By establishing a routine, 
parents set up a roadmap so they don’t 
have to micromanage all the time.  For 
instance, when meal time and bed time 
are relatively consistent kids know what to 
expect.  When a routine is in place, most 
kids can learn to adapt and be flexible 
when inevitable deviations occur.  Parents 
can talk through a change by saying things 
like, “Today is funny.  We are going to eat 
in the dining room instead of the kitchen.  

Tomorrow we will go back to 
eating where we normally do.”

Should I punish my toddler?
Punishment tends to backfire 

particularly for the youngest 
toddlers.  Toddlers learn by 
doing and don’t see things as 
right or wrong.  Spanking is 
counterproductive.  Parents 
are role models and children 
are confused when they are 
spanked even though they are 

told not to hit others.  While it’s true that 
a tap on the behind can get your toddler’s 
attention, many things will get their 
attention.  Whether or not that’s a good 
thing is another question, Klein argues.  
Time-outs are also ineffective as they were 
designed to help older children who are 
capable of sitting away from their peers 
to contemplate what they did wrong.  
Toddlers do not have that capacity and 
instead benefit from simply being taken 
out of a bad situation.  

How do I handle tantrums?
Tantrums always have an underlying 

cause even though we don’t always know 
what the cause is.  One common theme 
is that tantrums occur because a child 

is overwhelmed by negative emotions.  
It’s best to let them pass.  Don’t lecture 
toddlers.  Saying things like, “You were 
so upset just then.  I love you.  Let’s move 
on,” will reassure children that you love 
them despite their erratic and uncivilized 
behavior.

Should I let my toddler make mistakes?
Toddlers learn through trying things 

out.  Sometimes this is scary, especially for 
parents of adventurous kids.  Klein asserts 
that in general, children don’t do things 
that they aren’t capable of.  Let them 
climb and learn, and be there if they fall.  
Also take care not to point out all small 
errors and inadvertently induce shame.  
If your child struggles to get his shirt on, 
for example, but gets it on inside out, it 
might be better to let him wear it like that 
and feel good about his accomplishment.  
He’ll learn eventually.

How should I handle disappointment?
You can’t take negative feelings away 

from your child.  If they are upset or 
crying, allow them to feel what they are 
feeling and be there for them.  Telling 
your toddler - or worse yelling at him - 
to stop crying will shame him rather than 
helping him learn to cope.

How much praise is too much?
Like punishment, praise can backfire.  

It can cause a child to look for praise 
rather than internal satisfaction.  Notice 
what they accomplish rather than praise.  
Say things like, “You worked so hard.  You 
must feel so good that you finished that!” 
rather than things like “Good girl” or 
“You’re so smart.”

Do I trust my gut, my parents, the 
internet?

There is so much information on 
“best parenting practices.” Each child is 
wired somewhat differently.  As a parent 
sometimes it’s best to step back and ask 
yourself what you believe is best for your 
child.  Trust yourself – parents are often 
right.

Dr. Jaime Black is a licensed psychologist 
practicing in Westchester and New York 
City. Jaime works with high-functioning 
individuals on the autism spectrum, doing 
psychotherapy, conducting evaluations, 
and facilitating various socialization 
groups including an improv social skills 
group. Visit www.spectrumservicesnyc.
com, e-mail JaimeBlackPsyD@gmail.com 
or call (914)712-8208.

Parenting Pep Talk: 7 Commonly Asked Questions About Toddlers

By Dr. Jaime 
Fleckner Black

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner   914-864-0878   advertising@theexaminernews.com
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By Dr. Eric Rudin, 
Endocrinologist, Northern 

Westchester Hospital
You probably think of osteoporosis 

— thinning bones — as a woman’s 
problem. For the most part that’s 
true. But we see plenty of men with 
osteoporosis, too. According to the 
National Osteoporosis Foundation, 
about two million American men 
have the condition, and another 12 
million are at risk.

Osteoporosis can be deadlier in 
men: Men have a higher risk of 
mortality than women following a hip 
fracture. Unfortunately, doctors are 
less likely to recognize bone thinning 
in men since they also tend to think 
of osteoporosis as a woman’s disease.

Should men get bone scans? It’s 
only necessary for men who have 
established risk factors. These 
include: A history of fracture in 
middle age or later, chronic steroid 
use for any reason (steroids weaken 
bone); testosterone deficiency, 
which can occur naturally with 
aging or following treatment for 
prostate cancer; or someone with 
parathyroidism or long-term 
digestive troubles such as irritable 
bowel syndrome or celiac disease —
conditions that can interfere with the 

absorption of calcium.
Sometimes a radiologist, doctor 

or even a dentist can find evidence 
of thinning bones in an x-ray 
for a fracture, chest troubles, or 
dental work. When it’s diagnosed, 
osteoporosis is treated in men the 
same way it is in women. First we have 
to treat any underlying disease that 
may be causing the bone loss. Next 
up is vitamin D — which helps the 
body absorb calcium — and calcium 
supplements. I usually recommend 
about 1,000 international units of 
vitamin D daily. Gauging calcium 
can be a little trickier, since there are 
many dietary sources. I tell patients 
to aim for 1,200 milligrams a day 
through a combination of food and 
supplements.

After lifestyle changes, there are 
medications that can help build bone 
and protect against fracture. Two 
new classes of drugs are particularly 
helpful. But the bottom line is that 
men and their physicians need to be 
aware of osteoporosis as a possible 
risk. This is truly a silent disease. 
The only sign is usually after a hip 
fracture or compression fracture has 
happened. Men need to discuss their 
risk with their physicians and get a 
bone scan if necessary.

5 Ways to Protect Your Bones
Men and women can take simple 

steps to help keep their bones strong. 
1. Get regular weight-bearing 

exercise: This can include walking, 
running, playing tennis, lifting weights 
— basically, any exercise that involves 
heavy lifting and impact. Putting 
stress on your bones encourages your 
body to reinforce your skeleton. 

2. Take vitamin D: Our primary 
source of vitamin D is the sun. Our 
bodies make the nutrient when sun 
hits the skin. Unfortunately, we don’t 
get much sun during the winter, and 
we tend to cover up in the summer. 
That means you may want to consider 
a vitamin D supplement — about 
1,000 international units a day should 
do the trick.

3. Eat dairy: Milk, yogurt and 
cheese are great sources of calcium 
— you can get between 300 and 500 
milligrams per serving. Work these 
into your diet daily.

4. Limit alcohol: Excessive drinking 
can rob bones of calcium. Drink 
moderately for your bones and for 
your overall health.

5. Stop smoking: Smoking is a 
significant risk factor for osteoporosis. 
Quit for your lungs, your heart, your 
bones and for those around you. 

Doctor Discussion: Osteoporosis – in Men?

When you 
walk into your 
wine shop do 
you receive ad 
hoc information 
from the owner 
concerning a wine 
you’ve come to 
purchase? Do you 
receive insightful 
comments laced 

with a touch of humor? Are you regaled 
with the history of the wine region, the 
grape varietal and a myriad of factoids 
that enlighten you and expand your 
knowledge of wine?  

If you answered yes to the first question, 
you’re in an exceptional wine shop. If 
you’ve answered the first and second 
in the affirmative, you’re in a unique 
wine shop. If you’ve answered yes to all 
three, you’re likely to be in Art of Wine 
in Pleasantville. And in the presence of 
Mike Goldstein, its proprietor.

Until last week. We lost Mike, 
suddenly, at age 83.

I felt a personal loss, having been 
tutored at Mike’s knee for several decades 
as I increased my knowledge and 
appreciation of wine. Thanks in part 
to Mike’s encyclopedic knowledge of 
all things wine, and his willingness to 
impart his wisdom and insights to his 
customers, I became enamored with 

wine, culminating in 2007 
when I began writing this 
column. 

When I first patronized 
Art of Wine, I was a wine 
novice. With Mike’s help 
I began my journey to 
aficionado. Now, as I 
pen my 353rd weekly 
installment of this column, I’d like to 
pause and reflect on Mike Goldstein.

He was the third generation of 
Goldsteins to own and operate Art of 
Wine. Beginning in 1915 as a general 
store and then later specializing in wine 
and spirits, Art of Wine has been in the 
same location for all of its 99 years.

Whether I would ask for his opinion 
about a particular wine purchase I was 
contemplating or ask for his advice about 
a region, a grape varietal or a producer, 
Mike always seemed to have an opinion, 

which he freely shared, be it positive 
or negative. 

You always knew you would receive 
an honest response. 

At times he 
communicated his 
personal opinions 

about a wine without 
any form of 

expression. With 
Mike, if you asked 

his opinion about a 

wine, and there was a long 
pause before he answered, 
or if there was only silence, 
you knew you shouldn’t 
buy that particular wine. 

At other times he 
communicated visually, 
rather than verbally. His 
body language and facial 

expressions spoke the volumes he was 
thinking, but prudently withheld. I often 
experienced receiving his advice and 
opinion in his nonverbal expressions. 
The look on his face would telegraph his 
opinion. “Do you really want that wine?” 
was clearly communicated to me, sans 
verbal proclamation. 

But sometimes “the look” was 
accompanied by those biting words. That 
was the Mike I grew to respect and admire. 
It was when the good businessman and 
the passionate, opinionated wine lover 
would grapple for a response that Mike’s 
true personality shone. This was the 
Mike I always sought to engage. A raised 
eyebrow, even a mildly condescending 
smile, spoke volumes to me. Ah, the art 
of wine.

A few weeks ago, I stopped by the shop 
to purchase a 2011 Port, which has been 
acclaimed to be one of the best of the 
century. Mike had been an aficionado 
of Port since he took over the business; 
Art of Wine stocks one of the deepest 

selections of Port in the metropolitan 
area. When I didn’t see any 2011s on the 
shelves, I checked with Mike. He climbed 
down from his perch above the sales floor, 
which served as his office, while turning 
down the classical music (his second love) 
wafting through the shop.

 “I didn’t purchase any,” he stated. 
Flabbergasted, I asked why. 
“The price is too high. I don’t think my 

customers should have to pay the inflated 
prices of the 2011s.”

 “But I want to purchase a bottle,” I 
proclaimed, frustrated. 

“It’s not worth it,” Mike demurred. End 
of discussion.   

Mike is gone, but all is not lost. His son 
Graeme has taken on the mantel. The 
fourth generation Goldstein has stepped 
into his father’s shoes with his knowledge 
and rare nose for excellent wine finds 
across the globe.

I have been inspired by Mike. His 
memory will live on in this column for 
many installments.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

In Memoriam: A Tribute to the Artist of Wine
You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
By Nick Antonaccio

Dr. Eric Rudin, 
Endocrinologist, 

Northern Westchester Hospital

SMALL NEWS
IS BIG NEWS
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Sheriff ’s Marine Unit all were part of the 
search, according to the release. 

The Mahopac school district issued 
a statement written by Superintendent 
Thomas Manko and middle school 
principal Vincent Di Grandi on the 
district’s website sending condolences to 
anyone affected by the loss of Nolan.  

“Our hearts and prayers go out to 
the family and friends of those directly 
affected by this tragic loss,” the letter 
stated. “We mourn the loss of Jenna 
with you and will remember her as an 
exceptional young lady.”

The letter also pointed out the resources 
available to students struggling with the 
sudden death. School psychologists, 
social workers, and counselors are 
all available, the district wrote, and 
can direct families and students to 
other outlets if necessary like Putnam 
Family and Community Services (845-
225-2700), the Putnam County Youth 
Bureau (845-808-1600 ext. 46120), and 
Green Chimneys (845-279-2995).

“Dealing with sudden loss is difficult 
at any age. Adolescents are particularly 
vulnerable, as they may have limited 
experience with grief and may not have 
fully developed the coping mechanisms 

of adults,” the district stated. “In the 
aftermath of loss, we all struggle to make 
sense of what happened. We may also 
have difficulty finding the words and 
actions to support family and friends 
who have been directly affected.”

Mahopac resident and owner of Iron 
Horse Sports & Fitness Complex Tim 
O’Keefe had planned a fundraiser for 
last Sunday to support the Nolan family 
and the expense of the funeral services, 
but decided to put it on hold until things 
calm down, he said in a Facebook post.

He said he had multiple people stop 
by to donate money, raffle items and 
volunteer their time, including many of 
Nolan’s friends “sitting outside waiting 
for me to ask how they could help while 
wiping away their tears.”

“For now let’s allow Jenna’s family to 
have their time alone in order to grieve 
the loss of their beautiful daughter,” he 
said in the post, noting the fundraiser 
would eventually be rescheduled. 

Nolan leaves behind her parents 
Michael and Cathy, older sister Abigail 
and younger brother John. The family is 
asking in lieu of flowers that donations 
be made in Jenna’s memory to the St. 
John’s Food Pantry in Mahopac.

The Harvey School in Katonah has 
announced the names of the students 
who have earned academic honors for 
the final marking period of the school 
year. Several area residents have been 
recognized for earning a 4.0 or higher 
(Cavalier Scholar), a 3.7 or higher 
(Headmaster’s List), or at least a 3.3 
(Honor Roll):

Helena Belloff, grade 12, Mahopac, 
Headmaster’s List

Andersen Greenwood, grade 12, 
Mahopac, Headmaster’s List

Taylor Powell, grade 12, Peekskill, 
Headmaster’s List

Brittany Smith, grade 12, Brewster, 
Honor Roll

Angelique Santiago, grade 11, 
Peekskill, Headmaster’s List

Sophia Nahon, grade 11, Peekskill, 
Headmaster’s List

Mark Siegel, grade 11, Mahopac, 
Honor Roll

Thomas Smith, grade 11, Brewster, 
Honor Roll

Rebecca Tuteur, grade 10, Peekskill, 
Cavalier Scholar

Kyrsten Greenwood, grade 9, 
Mahopac, Honor Roll

Pierce Steinberg, grade 8, Mahopac, 
Honor Roll

The Harvey School is a coeducational 
college-preparatory school for students 
in grades six through 12.

Relay for Life has always held a 
special place in the hearts of the 
Mahopac School District community, 
as residents turn out in droves for the 
annual event. This year, Mahopac High 
School 2012 alum Max Bachmeier took 
Relay for Life to Iona College, raising 
more than $31,000. “The event broke 
Iona’s fundraising record,” Max said.

“I knew I wanted to make a 
difference at Iona, and if anything had 
left a huge impact on me during high 
school, it was Relay For Life,” said Max, 
a sophomore at Iona this year.

Max joined with his classmates in 
kicking off the college’s inaugural 
Relay for Life, which was awarded Iona 

College’s Most Outstanding Program 
of the Year.

“Mahopac High School aught me 
that community service isn’t just 
something you have to do to graduate, 
it’s much more than that,” Max said. 
“It’s about making a difference in not 
only yourself but the ones around you. 
Mahopac has opened my eyes to the 
impact just one person can have on 
countless other lives. Because if you 
can change just one person’s life, isn’t 
it worth it?”

“Mahopac is so very proud of Max, 
who represents its finest civic-minded, 
young adults,” said Mahopac School 
District Superintendent Tom Manko.

Mahopac in Mourning After Heart 
Wrenching Drowning Death of Teen

Area Students Earn Academic 
Honors at The Harvey School

Mahopac Grad Brings 
Relay for Life to College

continued from page 1

From an inaugural 5K road race to raise awareness on drugs and alcohol to a rip-roaring 
concert by the Dir ty Stay Outs, the Town of  Putnam Valley celebrated its 175th year bir thday 
with a celebration befitting its founders two weekends ago. Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts helped 
cut the cake and held a ceremonious flag day while singing the town song. Legislator Sam 
Oliverio, the PV Fire Dept. and the PV Parks & Rec. Dept. were there to ensure a good time was 
had by all. PV Parks and Rec. will host the next concert event June 28, 2014. visit www.PVPR.
com for more information.
NIKKI GALLAGHER PHOTO

Happy 175th Birthday 
Putnam Valley

Small NewS iS BiG NewS 
advertising@theexaminernews.com
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By State Sen. Greg Ball
Last month I had the honor of 

inducting 19 extraordinary women 
into the 3rd Annual Women of 
Distinction Hall of Fame. This was 
a project I launched in recognition 
of Women’s History Month and 
inspired by the accomplished and 
outstanding women I have had 
the privilege of collaborating with 
through my current tenure serving 
the people of the 40th Senate 
District. 

These leaders are all extraordinary 
and have done so much for our 
community! While all those that 
were honored have worked and 
volunteered without want of 
recognition, their efforts have not 
gone without notice or appreciation. 
Within their communities, each of 

these women honored has effected 
meaningful change in the lives of 
those whom they sought to improve.

The diversity and depth of their 
work speaks to the amount of time 
and dedication each has volunteered 
on behalf of and in support of a 
simple truth; that all change is local. 
Each took it upon herself to respond 
to some compelling community 
need. These women did not wait or 
idle when the opportunity for real 
change presented itself. Instead, 
each used her own unique talents 
and skills to respond to an issue 
or challenge in her community 
that merited action. Their passion 
and commitment points to the fact 
that individuals, when acting with 
conviction, can surmount whatever 
challenges put in their paths and 

change and improve lives. These 
women are tangible proof of the 
integrity and compassion of the 
human spirit.

My office honors these women 
and the strength of their spirits. 
Their deeds and actions are what 
inspire future generations of young 
women and men to take care of their 
communities, to be good stewards of 
the places they call home and those 
who live in it.

I would like to thank all of our 
community partners that made this 
wonderful event possible, especially 
Nick and John and the entire Crecco 
family from Villa Barone Hilltop 
Manor for graciously allowing us to 
use their beautiful venue in Mahopac 
at no charge. I would also like to 
thank Hannaford Supermarket of 

Carmel and Harvest Moon Farm & 
Orchard in North Salem for donating 
food and refreshments that were 
enjoyed after the ceremony.

I congratulate all of those 
nominated and honored, and I am 
humbled by their tremendous work 
and deeds. What they have done 
individually is significant, but what 
they have accomplished collectively 
is truly profound.

To see a full list of honorees, visit: 
http://www.nysenate.gov/press-
release/senator-greg-ball-honors-
19-local-women-third-annual-
women-distinction-ceremony. 

Greg Ball is a New York State 
senator and represents parts of 
Putnam, Westchester, Dutchess 
counties for the 40th district. 

Sean Patrick Maloney and Randy 
Gene Florke were married today by the 
Rev. Fr. Shane Scott-Hamblen at the 
Church of St. Mary-in-the-Highlands 
in Cold Spring, New York.

“Even after 22 years together, we’re 
overwhelmed by how blessed we feel 
to celebrate this special day with our 
friends and family. With our three kids 
by our side, this couldn’t have been 
a more perfect day. Thank you to all 
our friends near and far for their love 
and support as we continue to fight 
to ensure all families can experience 
the joys of a lifetime commitment,” 

said Sean Patrick Maloney and Randy 
Florke. 

Maloney, 47, is the U.S. Representative 
for the 18th Congressional District 
of New York, representing the lower 
Hudson Valley region of New York 
and is the first openly gay Member 
of Congress from New York. Mr. 
Florke, 51, is a real estate and design 
executive in New York City for The 
Rural Connection, Inc., the company 
he founded in 1996.  

The couple resides in Cold Spring, 
NY and have three children together, 
Reinel (24), Daley (13) and Essie (11). 

Big Thanks to Community for Help With 3rd Annual Women of Distinction 

Rep. Sean Patrick 
Maloney Weds Longtime 
Partner Over Weekend

Crossword Answers

Randy Florke, Essie Maloney Florke, Sean Patrick Maloney, Daley Maloney Florke, and Reinel Florke on 
June 21.
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Still time to Register: Inspire! 
Create! Enrich! - this summer kids 
6-12 are invited to come to PAC for arts 
enrichment in our Summer Art Academy 
featuring all new projects in drawing, 
painting, sculpture & pottery taught 
by favorite instructors using quality 
materials in unusual ways! Themes of 
Nature & Imagination, Art Outside of 
the Lines, and Fantasy Creatures will all 
help to develop process over product in 
separate 2 week blocks, beginning 6/30. 
The programs will run through 8/7, Mon-
Thurs 10 a.m.-2 p.m., followed by our Clay 
classes from 2 p.m.-4 p.m. Our climate 
controlled facility is located in nearby 
Mahopac with a lovely yard for breaks for 
food & fun! Visit putnamartscouncil.com 
for details or call 845-803-8622.

Save the Date: 
Thursday, July 3rd through Sunday, July 
6. 

Rides, Bands Lined Up for Tilly 
Country Fair: Close to 30 carnival rides 
are reserved and ready and four popular 
bands are booked for the first annual 
Tilly Foster Country Fair to be held at the 
historic horse farm located on Route 312 
in the Town of Southeast. Fair dates are 
Thursday, July 3rd through Sunday, July 
6. All Star Amusements will set up their 
rides and games, enough to please young 
and old – and everyone in between - in the 
front horse pasture alongside Route 312. 
If listening to great music and dancing up 
a storm is your kind of night out, come 
to the Country Fair by all means where 
live bands will play nightly from 6 p.m. to 
9 p.m. Opening night band, Tom Dowd 
and Buried in Blue, will definitely warm 
things up and keep the crowd moving. 
Rich Kelly and The New Fiction take 
center stage on July 4th with their original 
and modern rock sound mixing it up 
with classic U2, Zeppelin, and The Who. 
Catch them before viewing the Southeast 
fireworks show at 9:30 p.m. On Saturday, 
local favorites Stonehill will raise the 
rafters and a musical ruckus. Finally, to 
wind things down as they wind things 
up, Slick Trixie, Westchester’s grooviest 
dance-till-you-drop band, will play 
everything from classic rock to today’s 
Top 40 hits as they bring the fair to a close 
Sunday night. Admission to the Country 
Fair and parking is free. Visitors may 
purchase single ride carnival tickets for 
$1 apiece or an unlimited ride wristband 
for $25. Country Fair hours are 4 p.m. to 
11 p.m. on Thursday, July 3; 4 p.m. to 11 
p.m. on Friday, July 4; 1 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
on Saturday, July 5; and 1 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
on Sunday, July 6. For more information, 
go to visitputnam.org/countryfair.

Friday, July 4
Taconic Road Runners Club Putnam 

County Classic 8mile Race: Begins 

and ends at Mahopac High School. The 
2014 event, the 38th year, is generously 
sponsored by World Lung Foundation, 
Somers Pediatric Dentistry and New 
Balance Westchester John Albanese, who 
will be carrying the American Flag for 
the 30th year in a row. The event starts 
at 8 a.m. sharp in front of Mahopac 
HS, and finishes on the track . Race 
participants receive technical t-shirts 
(race day while supplies last), generous 
food and drinks, and awards. The race 
is $19 in advance for members; $22 in 
advance for nonmembers, and $30 day 
of race for everyone. Also this year is a 
kids’ run half-mile and ¼ mile fun run, 
with t-shirts (while supplies last), and 
ribbons to all entrants. The kids’ race, 
for a nominal donation (which goes to 
charity) is day of race registration only. 
The races will start at 10:15 a.m. on the 
track. Runners may register online or 
with a mail in entry form via Taconic 
Road Runner’s website www.runner.org. 
Race details, contacts and course map 
can also be found on the website. 

Tuesday, July 8
Defensive Driving: The Mahopac 

Knights of Columbus will host two (2) 
separate six (6) hour defensive driving 
classes on Tuesday July 8, and Wednesday 
July 9 from 7 p.m.-10 p.m. and Saturday 
July 12th from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. at the KofC 
Hall, 161 East Lake Blvd, Mahopac. This 
course entitles you to a 10% discount 
on your auto insurance for three (3) 
consecutive years as well as the removal 
of four (4) points from your license. Cost 
is only $ 35 and advanced reservation is 
required at 845-222-9488.

Story Time and Program Schedule 
Monday 11 a.m. - Babies and Books 

Program for ages 3 months + 4:30 p.m.-
6 pm-Homework Help Tuesday 4:30 
p.m.-6pm-Homework Help.  www.
brewsterlibrary.org

Wednesday - 10:30 a.m. - Drop in 
stories and crafts for ages 3-5, 4:30 p.m.-
6 p.m.-Homework Help, 5:30 p.m.-6:30 
p.m.-Chess Class. www.brewsterlibrary.
org

Friday - 11 a.m. - Stories & Puppets for 
ages 2-5. www.brewsterlibrary.org

Saturday - 11:30 a.m. - Picture Books 
for ages 2-5. www.brewsterlibrary.org

Music with Marlana: 10:30 a.m. to 
11:30 p.m. at Reed Memorial Library.  
Children ages 3 through 6 have fun 
singing, dancing and playing instruments.

Wednesday, June 25th 
History of the Churches of 

Fredericksburg: Patterson Library, 1167 
Rte. 311 Patterson. : 7 p.m. Don Konen 
of the Patterson Historical Society shares 
his years of research on the history of 
the Old Southeast Church and its first 

pastor Elisha Kent, a leading figure 
in the history of the churches in the 
region. Registration preferred, walk-ins 
welcome if space allows. To register or 
for more information, visit us online at 
www.pattersonlibrary.org and click on 
calendar or call 845-878-6121 x10. Free 
program.

Thursday, June 26
The Tri-State IBM Retirees Club will 

hold their annual summer luncheon.   
Hot food is being catered and will be 
available for enjoyment at 12:30 p.m. in 
the Church Community Room of the 
United Methodist Church, 1176 E. Main 
St, Shrub Oak.  The set-up helpers are 
asked to arrive by11:30 a.m.  Members 
who may not have paid in advance are 
still welcome as well as guests and the 
cost is $10 at the door upon arrival.  This 
is the last meeting until September.  New 
members welcome.  Information: 914-
528-5916.

Friday, June 27 
Adult Comedy Night:  Brewster 

High Sschool Featuring Brewster’s 
Own….P.J. Walsh Courage Continues 
at Home IV. 7:30 pm. Brewster High 
School Performing Arts Center (BHS 
PAC). Cost: $20 purpose: to benefit; 
Brewster VFW Post#672’s 75th Jubilee 
& Relief Fund. Semper Fi Odyssey 
(Helping Wounded Service Members)  
BHS Semper Fi Students (Care packages 
to active duty troops) Questions? 
Contact Rob Gallacher at rgallacher@
brewsterschools.org

PAC Member Artist weekend Pop-Up 
Show: featuring fine artists Susan Zoon 
& James B. Sparks - preview 6 p.m.-8 
p.m. Friday 6/27, reception 2 p.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturday and additional hours 2 p.m.-
6 p.m. Sunday. Putnam Arts Council @ 
the Belle Levine Art Center 521 Kennicut 
Hill Rd., Mahopac, 845.803.8633/www.
putnamartscouncil.org

Gallery 66 Presents Form and Fantasy 
along with Turbulence and Tranquility: 
Featuring the two exceptional artists 
Cali Gorevic and Polly King.  Gorevic’s 
photographs explore sensuous 
monochromatic ‘soft rock’ forms from 
Joshua Tree National Park in Southern 
California.  In contrast, King combines 
representational collage with abstracted 
painterly forms evoking mysterious 
imagery. The back gallery features Heidi 
Ettinger and Judith Foster in their show 
“Turbulence and Tranquility”.  Ettinger’s 
images present the transformation of the 
landscape into something as dramatic as 
the times we live in.  Foster’s paintings 
hunt for beauty in the continuously 
changing world around all of us.  Meet the 
artists at the opening reception on Friday, 
June 27 from 6 p.m.-9 p.m. at Gallery 66 
NY, 66 Main St, Cold Spring.  For more 

information go to www.gallery66ny.com 
or call 845-809-5838.  The show is up 
from June 27 – July 27, 2014.

Patterson Library Block Party: 
Patterson Library, 1167 Rte. 311 
Patterson, NY: “Patterson Library Block 
Party” noon-3 p.m., Rain Date: Monday 
June 30. Kick off your summer with a 
fun-filled block party at the Patterson 
Library! Spend the day playing your 
favorite childhood games and teaching 
them to a younger generation. Mother 
May I, Red Rover, Skully, Hopscotch, 
Jump Rope and more. Games, music, 
food, and fun! Parents must stay with 
children. Registration preferred, walk-
ins welcome. To register or for more 
information, visit us online at www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click on calendar 
or call 845-878-6121 x10. Free program. 

Saturday, June 28th
Free Sunset Series Concert: Putnam 

Valley Town Park. 6 p.m. The Sundown 
Band. Grab a lawn chair and come 
enjoy the sounds of summer. Food and 
Beverages for sale. More information 
visit: www.pvpr.com

Cornell Cooperative Extension 
Announces: Garden Talks: The Master 
Gardeners of Cornell Cooperative 
Extension are presenting a Saturday 
workshop on making your garden 
a vibrant Hudson Valley oasis.  This 
program is the second part of a series of 
workshops committed to the vitality of 
our unique ecosystem.  This distinctive 
event will be held at Glynwood Farm, 
362 Glynwood Road (route 301) in Cold 
Springs, rain date June 29th, 10 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.  The day will focus on Soil 
Basics: Science, Cultivation and Your 
Garden which are the most important 
elements in a garden and yet too often 
taken for granted.  Soil is amazing! It’s 
filled with water, air, and small creatures 
and, if healthy, will make a successful 
garden.  This is an opportunity to learn 
the basics of soil science and the magic of 
composting.  Master Gardeners of Cornell 
Cooperative Extension will discuss worm 
composting and soil chemistry.   There 
will be a tour by Glynwood’s David 
Llewellyn of the grounds, demonstrations 
on compost turning and techniques for 
farm-scale and home-scale composting.  
Note: At the conclusion of the program, 
information will be available on how to 
enjoy fresh food all summer by joining 
Glynwood’s CSA.   Registration for the 
‘Garden Talks’ series is limited and early 
sign-up is advised.  The deadline for each 
program is one week prior to the event.  
Each program fee is $25 per person.  For 
additional information contact Cornell 
Cooperative Extension at 845-278-6738 
or to download the registration form visit 
www.cce.cornell.edu/putnam.

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks 

prior to your event and include the words “Happenings 
Calendar Submission” in your email subject line. Entries 

should be sent to Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 062414

OverÊ500ÊVacationÊHomes,Ê
fromÊDuckÊtoÊCorolla,Ê

OceanfrontÊtoÊSoundfront,Ê
PrivateÊPools,ÊHotÊTubs,Ê

PetsÊandÊMoreÉ

rindley
each

V A C A T I O N S Ê & Ê S A L E S

BookÊOnlineÊatÊÊwww.brindleybeach.com
1-877-642-3224

Ò S E R V I C E Ê F I R S TÉ Ê F U N ÊA LWAY S ! Ó

Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

adoption
We are robyn and Sid, a loving 
couple with a warm home in the sub-
urbs of New York. Our website is www.
robynandsid.com. We are court ap-
proved and ready to adopt now. Call us 
toll free 1-877-409-2441 or email us at 
robynandsid@aol.com.

adoPT: Looking for a loving, secure 
home for your infant or toddler? Robin 
and Neil are seeking to complete their 
family. 866-303-0668, www.rnladopt.info

auCtions
buy or sell at aarauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

auto donations
donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

EvEnts
rinaLdiFLeaMarKeTS.CoM Every 
Sunday Weather Permitting 900 Dutchess 
Turnpike (rt44) Poughkeepsie NY. Free 
Admission, Parking, Great Food, Bar-
gains. Vendors Wanted! RINALDIFLEA-
MARKETS.COM See You There!

HElp WantEd
airLine CareerS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

HomE improvEmEnt
HaS yoUr bUiLdinG SHiFTed or 
SeTTLed? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not 
applicable in Queens county"

HomEs for salE
ModULarHoMebroKerS.CoM 14 
MODELS ON DISPLAY, STARTING AT 
$59 PER SQUARE FOOT. PRICING IN-
CLUDES DELIVERY, CRANE, SET AND 
TAX. 848-240-7040

land for salE
neW yorK Land, riVerS & CaMP 
barGainS 8.4  Acres w/ New Cabin & 
Access to Fish Creek River: $29,995 34 
Acres Cherry Forest & Access to Little 
Salmon River: $49,995 27 Acres, Mo-
hawk River Frontage: $49,900 We Finance 
Land! Call  Christmas & Associates: 800-
229-7843. Or Visit: landandcamps.com 
Owner/Broker

TroUT STreaM barGain. 5.4 acres, 
$49,900. Was $199,900. Bank ordered 
sale. Beautiful Bethel NY. Near Wood-
stock site. 85 miles from Manhattan. As-
sorted hardwoods, approved building site, 
underground utilities, across from lake, 

walk to Performing Arts Center, financ-
ing. Call 877-836-1820.

misCEllanEous
SaWMiLLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

out of statE rEal EstatE
delaware's resort Living Without re-
sort Pricing! Low Taxes! Gated Commu-
nity, Close to Beaches, Amazing Ameni-
ties, Olympic Pool. †New Homes from 
$80's! †Brochures available 1-866-629-
0770 or www.coolbranch.com.

Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach, 2 miles to the riverfront dis-
trict. Homes starting at $39,000. 772-581-
0080, www.beach-cove.com.

vaCation rEntals
PRIME VACATION OPPORTUNITY. 
!!!$150/NIGHT. PRIVATE, Spectacular 
Lakefront setting MID- COAST MAINE. 
1 BR, Sleeps 4. Swim, Boat, Fish, Hike or 
Just Relax. highfields@tidewater.net; 207-

785-2851; toll-free 844-785-2851

oCean CiTy, MaryLand. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open dai-
ly. Holiday Real Estate. 1-800-638-2102. 
Online reservations: www.holidayoc.com

WantEd
MoST CaSH Paid For paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLeaSe CaLL aaron aT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR Sat. July 12th at 12 noon  •  52 Hanson Road, Deposit, NY
Luxurious 5 Bedroom Home on Oquaga Lake

• 5 Bedrooms • 2 Full Baths, 2 Half Baths • 2,342 Square Feet • New Granite 
Countertops and Stainless Steel Appliances • New Cherry Hardwood Floors 
• 60’ Level Lake Frontage • Large Deck w/Gazebo • Cantilevered and Floating Docks 
• Security System • Gracious Lake Living in Mint Condition!

Sells to the Highest Bidder Regardless of Price!!

ABSOLUTE REAL ESTATE AUCTION

607-754-9193  •  607-343-5300
www.benjaminauctions.com

Open House Fri., June 27th 11am-1pm,
Plus 2 Hours prior to auction or by appointment
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RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Putnam Valley junior RHP/OF Eddie Lent was a primary reason why Coach Joe Natalie’s Tigers went 16-6 and advanced to the Section 1 Class B quarterfinals 
where the All-Section hurler pitched seven innings of  two-hit, one-run ball in an eventual 12-inning 2-1 season-ending loss to Keio. Lent (5-3) finished the season 
with a 1.49 ERA with 61 K’s in 61 IP and is expected to anchor a loaded staff  next season... see Baseball Notebook

Steady Eddie!

Lent Season in Putnam Valley
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS

Class A Grid Notebook

continued next page

Baseball Notebook

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

It would be a stretch to call 2014 a 
vintage baseball season for teams from this 
neck of the woods, despite Haldane three-
peating as Section 1 Class C champions 
and Lakeland reaching the Class A finals. 
We simply didn’t get enough from the 
rest of the teams in the region for it to be 
considered a vintage campaign. 

You can’t get down on the two teams 
that did perform in the clutch and made 
a championship showing, but we would 
hope to get a little more out of Carmel 
than a quarterfinal loss and Mahopac, 
which bowed out in the opening round. 
Yorktown (13-8) had an excellent regular 
season but also suffered first-round 
elimination, so we didn’t get much bang 
for our playoff buck on the Class AA 
circuit.

  The Class AA title stayed in Dutchess 
County for a third-straight year, possessed 
by RCK, which went to the NYS Final 4 
before losing.

Mahopac senior P Kevin Kernan 
chalked up All-Section honors for the 
Indians while his catcher Dylan Love 
was HM, the two battery mates leading 
the Indians to a 10-11 season. The Stony 
Brook-bound Kernan (5-1, 0.80 ERA this 
year) will go down in history as one of 
Mahopac’s premier hurlers, having gone 
12-5 with a 1.71 ERA over three years, 
having fanned 138 batters in 111 IP. H 
walked just five batters this season, and 
allowed 18 hits in 35 IP, whiffing 45.

Coach Chris Miller, the beneficiary of 
three splendid seasons, simply marveled.

“Kevin was the face of the program the 
last three years,” said Miller. “It didn’t take 
long during his sophomore season for 
others teams to realize we had someone 
special. No team wanted to face him. He 
pitched every big we played over the last 
three seasons and was successful more 
than not. It will be a strange next season 
not having him on the roster next season, 
but the program will look to its younger 
players to carry the torch. His legacy will 
simply be a top-notch lefty pitcher, ace 
of the staff for three seasons and an all-
around great kid.”

There’s more of the same in the MSA 
and elite travel programs in and about 
Mahopac. Clearly, the bats have been in 
issue in recent seasons (the Indians have 
struggled for runs at the plate), but there 
are a ton of training facilities in the region 
working on the problem.

Carmel’s Stephen Collins was as well, 
producing for the Rams (7-14) during a 
helter-skelter season that saw the 15th-
seeded Rams free-fall into oblivion before 
recovering in time to break up the Class 
AA playoff bracket with a shocking win 
over No.2 New Rochelle. This is what we’ve 

come to expect from Coach Bob Shilling’s 
program, which oftentimes puts its best 
foot forward when the sectional chip is on 
the line. However, the season ended in the 
next round when the Rams suffered a 5-1 
loss to Suffern in the quarters.

Yorktown’s 1B Ricky Corrado, an 
absolute monster at the dish during the 
regular season (.508 BA, 31 for 61, 10 
doubles, 1 HR, 16 R, 20 RBI and an ops 
of 1.218), and IF Alec Ierato were named 
All-Section while P Anthony Robinson, 
who returned from Tommy John Surgery, 
was HM.

In CLASS A, ninth-seeded Lakeland 
got hot when it had to, making up for a so-
so regular season with playoff triumphs 
over No.8 Nyack, No.1 Beacon and No.4 
Byram Hills before meeting its maker in 
No.2 Rye, which advanced the NYS finals 
before being eliminated by Bayport-
Blue Point, 13-2. Relying on the arm of 
All-Section lefty Chris DiDomizio, the 

Hornets (15-8-1) concluded the season at 
No.13 in the NYS rankings. 

Lakeland rode DiDomizio down the 
stretch. “DiDo” pitched Lakeland to post-
season wins over Nyack and top-seeded 
Beacon, leading Lakeland to the Class 
A championship game. He finished the 
season with a 4-2 record with a 2.03 ERA 
with 65 strikeouts in 58 2/3 innings. He 
was a productive hitter as well, batting 
.312.

Lakeland senior 2B Ryan Arena was 
an All-Section HM selection. Not among 
those on the All-Section list, but not to be 
overlooked, was St. John’s-bound senior C 
Anthony Fava, who scorched the ball for 
much of the post season and kept would-
be base stealers at bay. As the S.O.A.C. 
travel programs continue to flourish, so, 
too, will Coach Joe Knapp’s program. 

No.7 Walter Panas (11-10) was clearly 
sparked by the play of senior CF Tom 
Parrish (.365 BA, 15 R), who could flash 

some mean leather and provide pop and 
speed in the lineup, enough to help the 
Panthers secure the League I-A title, 
sharing it with Yorktown. The Panthers 
worked a first-round victory over No.10 
Ardsley before falling to Rye in the 
quarters, 7-1. Mike Perrone (17 RBI, .352 
BA), Ron Lyman (.340 BA, 12 R) and 
Anthony Ortiz (.458 BA, 16 RBI) posted 
solid seasons for the Panthers. 

“The 2014 Panthers had a tremendous 
season,” Panas boss Anthony Fata said. 
“We overcame some early season injuries, 
question marks in the rotation and 
missing puzzle pieces in the line-up. The 
seniors really stepped it up, led by Tom 
Parish, Nick Dinnen, Anthony Ortiz, RJ 
Lyman, Mike Perrone and Mike Lotto. 
Winning the league this season was a 
great accomplishment for this team and 
this program. I wish all my seniors the 
best of luck in college and all that life has 
to offer them!”

Somers (10-12) had an atypical season, 
dealing with mediocrity for a change. 
The No.14 Tuskers, one of the sections 
most consistent programs, came down 
to earth this season and suffered a first-
round elimination at the hands of No.3 
Eastchester, 7-5. There is little doubt that 
Coach Joe Wootten will have the Tuskers 
back in contention quickly with what they 
have in their travel feeder system.

Brewster (7-15) struggled for victories 
early on but managed to defeat Lakeland 
late in the season and churn out enough 
wins to build on. John Ferris hit a two-run 
homer in the top of the eight for No. 20 
Brewster in its outbracket playoff win. The 
Bears, who were better than their record 
would indicate, advanced to face No. 4 
Byram Hills, who put an end to things in 
another close game, 6-5. 

Hen Hud finished a sub-par season at 
5-14 after 9-0 outbracket loss to Lourdes.

In CLASS B, third-seeded Putnam 
Valley went 12 innings in its season-
ending quarterfinal loss to No.6 Keio. The 
Unicorns would fall in the next round and 
Rye Neck would come out of Section 1 to 
reach the NYS finals before losing 3-1 to 
Schalmont. The Tigers would see junior 
RHP Eddie Lent chalk up All-Section 
honors. Lent should be the anchor of a 
strong staff next season, which should 
include returnees like Ryan Basso, Dan 
McCann, Charlie Pagani and Nick Marro.  
PV Coach Joe Natalie is cautious with his 
words, but opposing coaches are expecting 
the Tigers to be a Final 4 team next season 
with a major core of the group returning 
in 2015.

The Tigers will be pitching rich, but 
they will need to hit the ball better next 
season if they plan on contending for a 
sectional title, what would be the first in 
school history.

Mahopac All-Section LHP Kevin Kernan and ASHM catcher Dylan Love were big reasons behind the 
Indians’ success.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Class C Champ Haldane, Class A’s Lakeland Fought Long, Hard
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Even the most avid exercise enthusiast 
dislikes heat and humidity. It is the one 
thing that can turn a miler into a couch 
potato. Heat and humidity are perhaps the 
two elements that, when combined, factor 
into the most skipped aerobic workouts 
worldwide. Rain can kill a good workout, 
too.

But a climate-controlled environment, 
like the indoor track at Club Fit in Briarcliff, 
eliminates every excuse possible when it 
comes to weather-related elements that 
preclude folks from getting the exercise 
they need.

Most local school districts have tracks 
on which the townsfolk can walk, but 
oftentimes they are forced to dodge on-
coming lacrosse balls and foul balls while 
dealing with scores of events going on 
around them. The track at Briarcliff ’s Club 
Fit location is exclusive to laps and the 
benefits are endless.

Besides consistent weather conditions, 
the surface is free of rocks and debris 
(some folks stroll it barefoot), and the even 
surfaces make for safer striding. Security is 
often a major issue at public tracks while at 
Club Fit there is no traffic or other safety 
issues; like the guy who brings his loveable 
but aggressive Rottweiler to run the track 

with him.    
The Mondo design rubber flooring at 

Club Fit affords runners a slight cushion, 
which is less stressful on joints than 
pavement. Mondo rubber flooring, the 
official flooring of the 2012 London 
Olympics, attributes its products’ successes 
to its investments in technological research 
and human resources, so Club Fit cut no 
corners when laying this track down when 
it went the Mondo route.

The course is aligned with consistent 
running distances and progressive 
measurements, designed to encourage and 
help push the user on to the next lap. There’s 
and Introductory Program - Couch to 5K; 

an Intermediate Program - 5K to 5 Miles 
and so much more going on at this elevated 
platform. Perhaps the best part is all that 
surrounds the track upon your last lap.

“Where else do you get to run on an 
indoor track at a gym that has a pool, 
tennis courts, basketball and good, clean 
equipment,” NYC singer/saxophonist Jonny 
Hirsch, a club member, said. “It definitely 
does the job.”

Anyone interested in checking out 
the track and the facilities at Club Fit 
Briarcliff at 584 North State Road, Briarcliff 
Manor should call 914.762.3444 to speak 
with member services, or hit them up at 
brfitness@clubfit.com.

No Excuses When it Comes to Running at Club Fit Briarcliff

Class C Champ Haldane, Class A’s Lakeland Fought Long, Hard

“The season was obviously a successful 
one because we had a school-record 16 
wins, but I would take 12 overall wins and 
a sectional title any day,” Coach Joe “Nats” 
Natalie said. “We also feel good about 
going into next year with most of our key 
players coming back. All of our starting 
pitching and most of our pitching staff as 
a whole returns, and when you have great 
pitching you’re in every game. If we can 
improve at the plate, I think we should 

definitely contend in the end.”
Croton senior SS Michael Hrycko 

picked up an All-Section nod for the 
Tigers (13-11), who turned a corner this 
season under Coach Eric Rosen. In the 
post-season, Scott Giordano went 3 for 
3 with a homerun, two RBI, a run and 
three steals in an opening-round win 
over Hastings. Hrycko pitched a complete 
game, three-hit shutout with six strikeouts, 
but the Tigers fell 9-0 to Rye Neck to end 

the season in the quarters.
In CLASS C, No.2 Haldane (15-9) 

saw senior CF John Rotando do his 
thing, leading the Blue Devils in every 
way, shape and form to triumphs over 
sectional foes No.3 Schechter and No.1 
Tuckahoe before turning their attention 
the Section 9 champion Chester in the 
state playoffs. The Blue Devils made their 
way to the Region 1 title game behind the 
vintage pitching performance from ace 

RHP Jay Marchese before a season-ending 
5-1 loss Pierson-Bridgehampton, the 
eventual NYS runner-up to Hoosic Valley. 
The unassuming Rotando simply led by 
example, becoming one of the rare three-
sport stars in NYS to win a state playoff 
game in three sports (baseball, hoops, 
soccer). The Blue Devils are stacked with 
young talent and should find a way to 
once again contend in 2015. 

Panas CF Tom Parish was as steady as they come this season, leading the Panthers to Class A quarters.
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Renegades Stop Losing Skid with Win over Staten Island
By A.J. Martelli

The Hudson Valley Renegades couldn’t 
have started the New York-Penn League 
season any hotter, winning their first four 
in a row. But a three-game losing streak 
at the hands of the Brooklyn Cyclones 
plagued them following the win streak, 
and they needed to refocus on Friday 
night at Dutchess Stadium.

And they did just that, thanks to some 
timely hitting and fantastic pitching, 
beating their division rivals the Staten 
Island Yankees 3-0 to get back on the 
winning side.

“Our players played well, and our 
pitchers have been pitching well since we 
showed up here,” manager Tim Parenton 
said. “Our hitters have been timely, we 
manufactured our runs early, and they 
stood up.”

The Renegades got on the board right 
away, when newcomer Jace Conrad 
singled and reached second base on an 
error. The 21-year-old second baseman 
out of Lafayette promptly swiped third 
and came in on an errant throw, giving the 
Renegades a quick 1-0 lead.

“I was just trying to get a good pitch 
to hit and I knew early in the count I was 
going to get a fastball to hit,” said Conrad, 
who drove 24 hours with his younger 
brother to get to Dutchess Stadium for his 
first professional baseball game. “It always 
helps to throw the first punch and that’s 
what we did today.”

Parenton was also pleased to see his 
team capitalize on the Yankees’ mistakes, 
Staten Island having made three errors 
early in the game. He also tipped his cap to 

Conrad, who finished with a 2-for-4 clip.
“That’s baseball – if they make the 

errors, you have to make them pay for it. 
We were able to make them pay early in 
the game when they made the errors, we 
scored our runs, and that’s how we got it 
done.

“He (Conrad) had a great game, and it’s 
great when guys start their careers with 
two hits, stealing a base, doing certain 
things and being aggressive – that’s what 
we knew when we drafted him: he’s an 
aggressive player and he showed that 
tonight.”

The Renegades added to their lead in 
the second inning with an RBI single off 
the bat of catcher Wilmer Dominguez, and 
padded the lead in the fifth with another 
blow by Conrad; a soft single that made it 
through the middle to bring in shortstop 
Coty Blanchard.

It was all the offense the Renegades 
needed, with the outstanding starting 
pitching of Nolan Gannon. The lanky, 
6-foot-5 right-hander tossed six innings 
of one-hit ball, letting up only one walk 
and striking out eight. Like his last start 
against the Aberdeen IronBirds, he set the 
first nine batters he faced down in order 
before allowing a base runner. 

“He pounded the zone, had all three 
pitches working tonight,” Parenton 
said.”He kept them off-balance, his fastball 
was good – down – and he kept on doing 
it all night long.”

Mixing pitches, Gannon thought, was 
what made him so successful.

“Establishing the first pitch strike has 
been the key,” he said. “My changeup has 
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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S.O.A.C. Crowns Bantam Boys Champions

The Peachwave Frozen Yogurt SOAC Bantam champions included Coaches Anthony Sabatello 
andAssistant Coach Mark Moccia in addition to players Anthony DeCesare, Miguel Iglesias, AJ Imperati, 
Matthew McDermott,Mark Moccia,Hunter Portante, Anthony Sabatello, Justin Seidman, Michael Trungold, 
Matthew Vallario and Chris Luciano.

Rebels Yell!

The YAC 9U Yorktown Rebels won the Westchester Baseball Association’s (WBA) Spring Championship 
on June 14 on the Route 202 Field in Yorktown Heights, capping back-to-back championships for the 
Rebels, who also won the fall league title. The Yorktown Rebels won their semifinal game against House 
of  Sports, 5-4, and then went on to win the championship game against the New Rochelle Thunder, 
3-1. Members of  the team were thrilled to represent Yorktown, including  Coaches John Campobasso, 
Sean Capshaw, Keith Holmes, Andrea Jacoby and Pat Devaney, plus  team members Brendan Capshaw, 
Aidan Holmes, Ryan Campobasso, Jason Glicksman, Jason Peragallo, Jimmy Rae, Omar Giret, Ryan 
Devaney, Stephen Haglund, Steven Loperfido, Brad Garrity, Nicholas Jacoby and Matthew Alduino.

Bears Growl Loudest in Put Valley Little League

The Bears of  the Putnam Valley Little League celebrated their perfect 13-0 season & 12U championship 
last Saturday night in Putnam Valley. The Bears played the Cyclones in the championship game. The 
game was a pitcher’s duel until the Bears broke through in the fourth, winning 7-3. P Gary Jacobson was 
strong through four IP, and reliever Alex Weller closed it out. Bears L-R (Bottom Row): Alex Weller, Sean 
Holzman, Chris Jacobson, Ryan Mulqueen, James Fleischhauer  (Top Row): Coach Gary Jacobson, Sean 
Bauer, Joe Clemente, Chris Itri, Arthur Ryan Holzman, Matt Jacobson, Coach Frank Weller.

been working; have to keep them off-
balance. I’ve been getting a good mix of 
all my pitches. My goal is to keep getting 
better each day, keep on doing what I’m 
doing.”

Gannon improved to 2-0 and has yet to 
let up a run this season. He was backed up 
by a solid relief outing from Issac Gil, who 
struck out five over the final three innings 

to pick up his first save of the year.
EXTRA INNINGS: Conrad continued 

his hot hitting Saturday at Staten Island, 
collecting two hits and two RBIs in the 
Renegades’ 10-6 loss to the Yankees. The 
Rays’ 2014 first round pick Casey Gillaspie 
also helped out with his second home run 
of the season, a two-run shot in the third 
inning.



June 24 - June 30, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com 23

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

The 2014 season will forever be known 
as the year we “Restored Order” in Section 
1. With perpetual powerhouse Yorktown 
copping its seventh NYS championship 
in Class B and Lakeland/Panas bringing 
the Class A sectional championship back 
to the northern neck of Section 1, the old 
guard polished its Class A rep and took the 
mantle of power back from former two-
time champion Mamaroneck. In order to 
do so, the region had to be stocked with 
top-notch talent, so without further ado 
here are some of the honorees. 
The 2014 All-NWE/Putnam Examiner 
Lacrosse Team

Player of the Year: Yorktown M, Luke 
Palmadesso – There were other choices 
out there but none as obvious as the 
‘Nova-bound two-time All-American. 
The force was with Luke all season, as he 
owned the dot and worked his way into 
Yorktown lore as one of its all-time best 
middies, leading the Huskers to their 
seventh NYS title, first since 2003. Coach 
Dave Marr called him one of the most 
complete players in Yorktown history; 
that’s enough right there for the nod.

MVP: Lakeland/Panas G, Mike 
Zingaro – The Rebels don’t get to the 
sectional finals, much less the NYS 
Region 1 championship, without the 
services of the Manhattan-bound senior 
captain and four-year starter. Some say 
his unorthodox style won’t translate at the 
next level. We say poppycock: Zingo will 
be a golden prospect and impact player 
upon his arrival.

Defensemen of the Year: Yorktown 
D/LSM, Austin Fusco – The Syracuse-
bound Fusco was an absolute no-brainer. 
The two-time All-American will go down 
in Husker legend as an all-time great. His 
NYS title-clinching, coast-to-coast goal 
against J-D is the stuff of legend; the stuff 
we’ll talk about in Section 1 circles for 
generations.

Coach of the Year: Yorktown, Dave 
Marr – L/P Coach Jim Lindsay deserves 
a badge of honor for dealing with the 
flighty Rebels this season, but the former 
Yorktown/Hopkins All-American gets 
the nod after securing his fourth NYS 
championship, two as a coach, two as a 
player. Marr trusts his top-notch staff and 
delegates accordingly, but his cool persona 
hasn’t changed since the wee ‘90s when 
his flow – now a distant recollection – was 
as renowned as his worldwide game. 
1st Team All-NWE/Putnam
ATTACK

Connor Vercruysse, Yorktown – One 
ball, one stick, one shot… the ball goes 

to the Rutgers-bound two-time All-
American. The mailman of Section 1 lax, 
Con Man delivered when needed and 
carved his niche as an all-time Husker 
great. Could easily have won MVP honors 
if not for fact we need to spread some 
wealth here.

Brian Prunty, Lakeland/Panas – The 
Sienna-bound All-American was hobbled 
from the mid-point of the season on and 
still found a way to will the Rebels to their 
first Class A sectional title since 2010. He 
will pass the torch to his brother Kevin, 

just as his brother Conor, now a stud at 
Sienna, did to him in 2010. The Pruntys 
have sort of become L/P lax royalty the 
past five years.

Nicky Bonitatibus, Yorktown -- The 
Cortland-bound All-Section QB of the 
Husker attack fed the ball and worked 
the X in a manner bordering on All-
American-like in the state finals where he 
scored two and set up two more. Tough as 
nails, there’s not an ounce of quit in this 
kid.

MIDFIELD 
Luke Palmadesso, Yorktown (Player 

of Year)
Liam DaRos, Brewster – The Fairfield-

bound All-American will go down in 
history as one of Brewster’s best lax players 
ever, quite possibly its most prolific scorer. 
Just wait and see what he does with talent 
surrounding him at the next level.

Tim Cousin, Somers – The Sienna-
bound All-American sniper finished with 
35 goals and had 26 assists and was clearly 
one of the top two-sport athletes to hail 
from Somers in quite some time.
DEFENSE

Austin Fusco, Yorktown (Defensemen 
of the Year)

Andrew Sofroniou, Lakeland/Panas 
– The speedy Plattsburgh-bound All-
Section senior’s ability to clear the zone as 
a LSM was unrivaled this season.

Alex Bronzo, Putnam Valley – The 
skillful, technique-driven Rutgers-bound 
All-American is without question the 
best pole in PV history, made in the 
mold of Coach Brian Kuczma, the former 
Yorktown/Hopkins A-A. 

GOALIE
Mike Zingaro, Lakeland/Panas (MVP)
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 
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Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Players of  the Year: Player of  the Year Luke Palmadesso (L) and Defensemen of  Year Austin Fusco were 
prime components in Yorktown’s 7th NYS title drive.
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Boys’ Lax Notebook

Yorktown’s Palmadesso Tabbed Examiner Player of Year
Rebel Zingaro Named MVP; Huskers Abound on All-Examiner Team
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Haldane seniors P Jay Marchese (L) and All-Section P/OF John Rotando were among the primary reasons why the state-ranked 
(No.9) Blue Devils were able to 3-peat as Section 1 Class C champions after a 13-10 season that saw Haldane advance to the 
NYSPHSAA Region 1 championship where they were finally eliminated by Long Island champion Pierson-Bridgehampton, the eventual 
NYS runner-up... see Baseball Notebook
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Blue Devil Advocates!
Haldane 
Seniors 
Highlight 
3-Peat 
Season


