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Top Carmel Grads Ready for the Next Stage

By David Propper
After it looked like New York State 

Assemblyman Steve Katz was going to 
waltz into a general election in hopes 
of retaining his seat, a Republican 
opponent has come forward to challenge 
the two-term state lawmaker.

Town of Carmel Councilman Jonathan 
Schneider formally announced his bid 
for the 94th district seat currently held 
by Katz in a press release issued Monday 
morning. Touting a campaign based on 
conservative values, new ideas and a 
new voice, Schneider said he plans to 
primary Katz for the Republican and 
Conservative lines. 

In an interview, Schneider said a car 
accident on May 4 of this year convinced 
him to throw his name into contention. 
Driving to the Somers Commons 
Shopping Center, Schneider got into an 
accident with his two young sons in the 
truck with him. While the children were 

fine and Schneider came away with just 
a dislocated forearm and cut lip, it did 
change his life perspective, he said. 

“I have a new sense on life right now,” 
he said.

Schneider, a former U.S. Marine and 
New York City police officer, is the 
owner of Schneider Financial Group, a 
financial planning firm that has been 
around for 35 years. He has been on the 
Carmel town board for two and a half 
years.

Schneider said he’s running to fight 
for voters’ 2nd amendment rights and 
to address the concerns attached to the 
Common Core learning standards. If 
elected, he’d like to see the Common 
Core and the gun control centered 
SAFE Act both repealed.

“I believe it was good initiative, bad 
judgment on both situations,” he said. 
“We have problems that they wanted 
to put immediate fixes to and I don’t 

believe they were well thought out.”
A spokesman for Katz said the 

assemblyman had no comment about 
a potential primary challenger at 
this time. Katz has been endorsed by 
Putnam County GOP Committee. 

Once Schneider gets the OK from 
his legal counsel, he’ll start spreading 
petitions within the district. With 
petition season already underway, 
Schneider said he isn’t concerned that 
he’s starting his campaign too late. 

“I don’t have any concerns right 
now,” Schneider, who lives with his wife 
and three children in Mahopac, said. 
“I get out my petitions and I feel very 
confident about where we’re going to go 
from there.”

Carmel Councilman to Primary Katz for Assembly Seat

Carmel High School presented 42 of  its brightest students last week and the colleges they’re 
set to attend in the fall. Top ranked schools such as Yale University, University of  Pennsylvania, 
Cornell University, Stanford University, and Dartmouth University to name a few, will all have Carmel 
graduates representing the school district. Above are 39 students (three not pictured) in the top 
42 and the schools they are set to attend.

Town of  Carmel Councilman and NYS Assemblyman 
hopeful Jonathan Schneider. He is a Republican 
that lives in Mahopac. 
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By David Propper 
The Putnam Valley Board of Education 

might not have undertaken a search for a 
superintendent, but that didn’t stop them 
from appointing the best match possible 
to lead the district.

The board announced and passed a 
resolution last Thursday to turn current 
interim Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Frances Wills into the permanent leader 
of the district. Touting the district’s ability 
to move forward with Wills at the helm 
this school year, the board unanimously 
supported signing Wills to three more 
years with her term ending in July 2017. 
Wills, equally enthusiastic about the 
move, stated she was “so grateful for the 
confidence that you’re showing in me.” 

“I intend to make sure that I’m worthy 
of that confidence and trust,” Wills said. 
“I’m delighted to be here.”

Board president Jeanine Rufo said 
Wills has brought new accomplishments 

and energy to the district over the school 
year, making for a climate change within 
each school. 

After the meeting, Rufo called Wills 
“one of the most child centered leaders” 
that Rufo has ever met. As a collaborator, 
Wills has been able to bring staff together 
in order to move student initiatives 
forward and her experience is also 
important, Rufo added. 

“There is nothing that really ruffles 
her or is unexpected,” Rufo said. “She’s 
coming with a real expertise.”

The board was so content with Wills, 
that by mid-year, it was hoping to keep 
Wills for more than just one year. At first, 
it was only going to be one additional 
year, but in the last few weeks, a three-
year extension was decided, Rufo said. 

“We wanted the stability. We could 
have opened it up and found the perfect 
superintendent but we could have not 

Put Valley School Board Tabs 
Wills to Stay as District Super

continued on page 8
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By David Propper
A sidewalk along Route 52 might be in 

the works for the Town of Kent as Putnam 
County is preparing to submit an application 
for the Kent Sidewalk Construction Grant 
by mid-June.

The proposed sidewalk would be a 
continuation of the existing sidewalk that 
ends near Shoprite in Carmel. The sidewalk 
would be a half-mile and would run near the 
Putnam Count Savings Bank. The county 
legislature passed a resolution to authorize 
the county’s planning department to apply 
for the grant and the Kent town board voted 
to allow town Supervisor Maureen Fleming 
to send a letter of support for the project.

The grant would come from the 
Transportation Alternative Project (TAP), 
which is federally funded.  

Advocates for the grant and possible 
sidewalk believe it will provide safety for 
pedestrians walking along the Route 52 
corridor and help boost business, making 
the corridor a more traditional main street. 

Carmel-Kent Chamber of Commerce 
president Henry Boyd said safety is the main 
reason a sidewalk is so critical, noting all 
the school kids that walk on Route 52 to get 
home from classes. He also said the sidewalk 
could help provide Kent with a “center of 
town” the chamber is hoping to develop. 

“We’re trying to move into the 21st 
century,” Boyd said.

Putnam County Chamber of Commerce 

president Bill Nulk said if this grant is 
approved, it could open up the county 
to additional grant money for Kent and 
more stretches of sidewalk. While the first 
installment would be a half-mile, Nulk said 
the plan is get more funding to extend the 
sidewalk through the entire Town of Kent. 

“It comes in segments,” he said. “Then we 
need to apply for an additional grant, which 
will probably be the same kind of grant in 
the future.” 

Fleming said she had mixed feelings about 
the construction of the sidewalk. One of her 
concerns is the maintenance of the sidewalk 
and the shoveling that would have to take 
place during the winter. The county would 
be responsible for the maintenance to the 
sidewalk once it’s put in place. 

But walking on the narrow shoulder of 
Route 52 herself a few times, she did say it’s 
almost impossible to walk safely. Fleming 
added, because the town won’t have to 
fund it and the Kent business community 
is voicing their approval for it, she doesn’t 
think a sidewalk is a bad idea.

The one Kent councilman that voted 
against sending a letter of support for the 
grant and project was Paul Denbaum, who 
said he didn’t have enough information to 
vote in favor of it.

Denbaum said the town board received the 
30-page report about the grant the afternoon 
before the June 3 meeting. When he read it, 
he said he had numerous problems with it.

First, he said he believes the sidewalk 
would be in a place where nobody would use 
it, noting some of the properties are vacate. 
He also said when campaigning last fall, 
residents never brought it up as an issue.

Denbaum also said Kent taxpayers are still 
paying for it in some form. While TAP covers 
80 percent of the cost, the local share is 20 
percent between the state and the county.

“It’s not free money. The federal 
government is going to pay for it, but we pay 
federal taxes and what’s more concerning is 
that Putnam County who you hear all the 
time has tight budget constraints, they’re 
going to be on the hook for $400,000 for a 
small sidewalk in the Town of Kent where 
there’s really no outcry for it,” Denbaum said.

Grant for Route 52 Sidewalk in Kent Moving Forward

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Legislator Lou Tartaro appears before the Kent town board board on June 3 to voice his support for a 
sidewalk grant in Kent. Tartaro was voted out of  his councilman position last November, but was then 
appointed to the legislature three seat. 
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By Janine Bowen
Patterson residents will be trying to 

give cancer the boot at the fifth annual 
Relay For Life on Saturday June 14. 

The event will feature a Country 
and Western theme, with line dancing, 
themed campsites, and a pie-eating 
contest. Of course, Relay For Life, will 
also honor those who are fighting or have 
lost their battle with cancer. Following the 
opening ceremony at noon, all survivors 
in attendance will take a victory lap, 
along with caregivers, who embark on 
the battle against cancer alongside their 

loved ones. 
All survivors and caregivers will then be 

treated to a free luncheon, compliments 
of Sauro’s Deli, with no prior registration 
required. 

Following a day full of activities for kids 
and adults, the mood will turn reflective 
after nightfall, when the Luminary 
Ceremony takes place. Luminaries 
are white bags, each of which holds a 
candle, with the name of a loved one 
who is fighting or has lost their fight with 
cancer. The bags will line the track, which 
participants will walk throughout the 

night to raise awareness for the disease, 
for the ceremony, which Relay For Life 
organizer Tracey Walsh believes is one of 
the most important parts of the event. 

“It’s a very moving and emotional 
ceremony with bagpipers and really a 
time of reflection and just dedicating 
yourself in the fight against cancer,” she 
said.

As in years past, the Patterson Relay 
For Life will be held at the Patterson 
Firehouse, but this year the event takes 
on special meaning as members of the 
department honor one of their own that 

is currently in treatment for cancer. 
Dianne Vishinski has been a volunteer 

with the department for more than 20 
years, and was the first chairperson of 
the Patterson Relay for Life back in 2009. 
She was inspired to get involved in the 
fight against cancer after her best friend 
succumbed to the illness, but in March, 
Vishinski was diagnosed with pancreatic 
cancer. 

“She’s giving so much of herself to 
the community and to have this woman 
who has been helping other people now 
be facing her own battle was a shock,” 
said Vishinski’s daughter-in-law, Lori 
Vishinski.

Dianne Vishinski was too sick to 
be involved in the organization of the 
event this year, but she has been named 
an honorary chairperson for Saturday’s 
event. Despite completing her fourth 
round of chemotherapy last week, 
she plans to attend the event and her 
daughter-in-law believes that the amount 
of community support the family has 
received is helping Vishinski get through 
the fight. 

President of the Patterson Fire 
Department, Eleanor Smith, said that 
after watching Vishinski help others for 
years, not only through Relay For Life, but 
through her work with the department, 
it was a natural decision to honor her at 
this year’s event. 

“When it’s one of your own, it’s your 
family, it really touches you deeper. She’s 
been out there helping people as an EMT 
for many years; getting up in the middle 
of the night, helping people whenever 
they’re in need no matter what time of the 
day it is,” Smith said. “And now it’s time 
for us to give back to her, for research so 
hopefully we will never have to do this 
again.”

The fire department has organized a 
butterfly release to raise money for the 
event, and have already donated $1,000 
in Dianne Vishinski’s name. 

In total, the twenty-four teams 
currently registered for the Patterson 
Relay for Life have raised nearly $30,000, 
and Walsh stated that they hope to raise 
at least $100,000 by the end of the event. 
It’s not too late for residents who want to 
get involved to start their own Relay For 
Life team, and teams and individuals are 
even allowed to register at the event on 
Saturday. Anybody interested in getting 
involved or pre-registering a team for 
Relay for Life can visit RelayforLife.org/
PattersonNY or contact Tracey Walsh at 
(845) 216-1139. 

Patterson Residents Gearing Up for Fifth Annul Relay For Life
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By Neal Rentz
The 70th anniversary of D-Day was 

marked in Putnam County in a chapel that 
has been dedicated to those who served in 
the US military on June 6.

About 200 local residents, including 
several government officials, attended 
the county’s D-Day Remembrance in the 
Whipple Feeley Putnam County Veterans’ 
Memorial Chapel in Carmel. 

Former Putnam County Executive Paul 
Eldridge served as the evening’s master of 
ceremonies. Eldridge said he had relatives 
who served in the military during World 
War II. An uncle was sent to Normandy, 
France two days after the historic invasion. 
After coaxing from family members, his 
uncle spoke about the Allied forces “march 
through France and into Germany to free 
Europe.”  

Eldridge said his father-in-law, who 
was able to speak German, “went house 
to house, building to building, using his 
German to have the folks that were hiding 
in the basements, some of them German 
soldiers, some of them German citizens, to 
have them come out.” Eldridge his father-
in-law convinced hundreds of Germans to 
come out of hiding.

Eldridge praised those who fought on 
D-Day. “The amount of preparation, the 
amount of effort, the human sacrifice, 
even by those who didn’t quite make it to 
the beach, was just an incredible toll paid 

by the Allied forces,” he said. “And it’s 
really important that we never forget the 
sacrifice that was made that has given us 
our freedom and maintained our freedom 
in this wonderful place we call the United 
States of America.”

“D-Day, for each and every one of us it 
means something special,” Putnam County 
Executive MaryEllen Odell added. 

Odell recalled her trip to Normandy 
beach in December 2012 with her son. 

“It’s one of the moments that both of us 
will cherish forever, not only as a mom and 
son, but as Americans,” she said. “It was a 
very, very empowering opportunity as an 
American to sand there on those shores 
and image what happened there and why 
it happened.”    

Odell said she and her son attended a 
service near nightfall in a cemetery for 
the fallen military in Normandy. “The 
best part was to stand there as we were 
listening to Taps and watching the colors 
being lowered to see an American Marine 
standing in salute,” she said. 

Odell said a purpose of the event was 
also to commemorate the opening of the 
Whipple Feeley Putnam County Veterans’ 
Memorial Chapel. 

World War II veteran Mario Antoci 
spoke about some of his experiences in the 
European Theater in France and Germany. 
“One day I was on a patrol. We had six 
guys,” he said, recalling he and two off his 

colleagues were captured as prisoners of 
war. 

Antoci was a POW for six months in 
Germany. “There ain’t much to say about it,” 
he said. Odell said Antoci is still in contact 

with the two other men who were with 
him in the German POW camp. “They ate 
anything they could find,” including bark, 
Odell said, adding the prisoners slept in 
make shift tents. 

D-Day Remembered at Putnam County Veterans’ Chapel

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
World War II veteran Mario Antoci spoke about some of  his experiences in the European Theater during 
the World War II D-Day remembrance held on the 70th anniversary of  the battle in the Whipple Feeley 
Putnam County Veterans’ Memorial Chapel in Carmel. Also shown above is County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell.
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By David Propper
It’s one of the most brutal crimes 

Putnam County has ever had the dismay 
of dealing with, and one of the men 
responsible for it will continue to be 
locked behind bars 

The New York Supreme Court 
Appellate Division upheld the conviction 
against Anthony DiPippo for the rape 
and murder of 12-year-old Josette 
Wright on May 28, ruling that the 2012 
conviction of DiPippo was lawful and a 
life sentence with a minimum of 25 years 
was adequate. 

DiPippo, along with Andrew Krivak 
were convicted of the 1994 brutal crime 
where they raped and murdered Wright 
in the back if Krivak’s van. The young 
girl’s body was dumped in a wooded 
area off Fields Lane in Patterson and was 
eventually discovered by a hunter more 
than a year later. 

DiPippo was actually convicted in 1997 
for 2nd degree murder and first-degree 
rape, but that conviction was overturned 
because of a technicality. When he was 
retried in 2012, a jury again convicted 
him. 

DiPippo claimed in the second appeal 
that he was unable to present evidence 
another person could have committed 

the crime, the amount of evidence didn’t 
support a conviction, he dealt with 
ineffective counsel, and the sentence was 
too harsh. 

“We are satisfied that the verdict of 
guilt as to murder in the second degree 
and rape in the first degree was not 
against the weight of the evidence, “ the 
Appellate panel wrote.  “The failure of 
counsel to take certain actions did not 
constitute ineffective assistance…counsel 
could not have been ineffective for failing 
to advance…arguments that had no 
chance of success.”

Putnam County District Attorney 
Adam Levy even appeared in front of 
the court, along with Assistant District 
Attorney Heather Abissi for oral 
arguments on March 24. Special Judge 
Barry Warhit conducted the hearing. 
Attorney Mark Wright was the lead 
defense attorney for DiPippo. 

“This was the right ruling. Josette’s 
family still has to deal with her loss every 
day, but I hope the court’s decision will 
finally put the case to rest and allow them 
to close this chapter of their lives,” Levy 
said in a press release. “Anthony DiPippo 
is a murderer who should spend the rest 
of his life in jail and never again taste 
freedom.”

By David Propper
With petition season fully underway, 

the legislature seat for District 2 will 
finally have a new representative for 
the first time in almost 20 years.

With Democratic stalwart and 
current Legislator Sam Oliverio opting 
to run for Putnam County Executive, 
two long time Putnam Valley residents, 
Democrat Wendy Whetsel and 
Republican Bill Gouldman are vying 
for the seat. Whetsel is currently a 
member of the Putnam Valley town 
board and Gouldman is the town 
chairman for the county’s GOP 
committee. He has previously run a 
couple times for a state Assembly seat 
against Sandy Galef, and lost both 
times.

Whetsel, who was officially 
nominated by the county’s Democratic 
Committee a couple weeks ago, said 
how critical it is to have a Democrat 
on the county legislature. Right now, 

Oliverio is the only Democrat on 
the legislature, surrounded by eight 
Republicans. Whetsel said she decided 
to make a run for the county position 
once Oliverio officially determined to 
run for county executive. 

“We need to have a presence and a 
voice,” Whetsel said. 

As for Gouldman, who has the 
endorsement of the Republican, 
Conservative, and Independence lines, 
said it’s troubling how young people 
and senior citizens are struggling to 
live in Putnam County. He said because 
so many people leave the county after 
graduating high school and college, 
there is a “brain drain” from the county. 

“I’m running to try and solve that 
problem,” Gouldman, a restaurant 
businessman said. “To make it a place 
where my wife and I can stay here, 
seniors can stay here, and young 
people can move back to the place they 
grew up.”
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and either way there’s still a learning 
curve,” Rufo said. “We’re moving in a 
very good momentum, forward motion 
right now and we want to keep that up.”

Other board members spoke highly of 
Wills and the dedication she’s displayed 
in her first year. Board member Valerie 
Fitzgerald said Wills has reignited the 
school community’s passion for learning 
and fellow board member Guy Cohen 
stated Wills has “proven she’s our 
educational leader.”

“I was thrilled to have you for a year,” 
board member David Spittal added. 
“And I can’t believe we get to keep you 

for longer than that.”
Wills was originally brought into 

the Putnam Valley school system on 
an interim basis over the summer after 
former superintendent Barbara Nuzzi 
announced she was leaving the district to 
take over as school chief for the Tuckahoe 
school district in Westchester County. 

Wills retired from the Briarcliff school 
system in Westchester in 2010 after 
serving the district for 16 years. In a June 
9, 2010 article from The Journal News, 
Wills said she was calling it quits to spend 
more time with family and traveling. 

While in retirement, Wills was a 
staff development coordinator at Pace 
University. She currently is also an 
adjunct professor at St. John’s Fischer 
College and the College of New Rochelle 
teaching executive leadership. 

When deciding to stay out of 
retirement for a few more years, Wills 
said she realized running a school district 
is what she loves to do, while relaying the 
experience and skills that she has to the 
community. 

This past year, Wills said her major goal 
was to align professional development 
with the new Common Core standards, 
which meant an “enormous thrust into 
a whole plan for change in term of 
educational goals.” That also included 
instituting programs like an authentic 
science research course and also a foreign 

language course. 
And as much as anyone, Wills wants to 

keep the district moving upward.
“To actually contribute the skills and 

experience that I’ve had in Putnam Valley, 
which is a really unique and wonderful 
community that I’ve grown very fond of,” 
she said. “And I’ve grown to respect and 
I enjoy being with the people here and to 
help them in their search for continued 
improvement in education.”

continued from page 1

Put Valley School Board Tabs Wills to Stay as District Super

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Putnam Valley Superintendent of  Schools Dr. Frances Wills is set to stay with the district for three more 
years after her interim period wraps up. Wills (pictured above) said she’s excited to continue to push 
the district forward.

2014 SEASON
JUNE 10 – AUGUST 31

Tickets:
hvshakespeare.org 
845/265-9575 
Performing at Boscobel House and Gardens
Garrison, New York

Othello

Two Gentlemen 
of Verona

The Liar

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

What's hot this week at Somers Custom Framing?

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Great Teacher’s Gifts!

Sacred Heart Gifts and Apparel
926 Rt 6 DeRaffele Plaza • Mahopac • 845-621-7777

www.sacredheartcatholicgoods.com • (Find us on Facebook 

Blessings to the 
Dads and Grads 

of 2014
FatherÕs Day and 

Graduation Gifts Available
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By David Propper
The Spruce Hill Inn has been a fixture 

in Putnam Valley since the 1930s. Now, 
it could be closing as soon as next month 
if it doesn’t begin to drum up more 
business. 

Joanie Mitchell has owned the bar 
along Oscawana Lake Road for more 
than 20 years of the inn’s existence. It’s 
been a welcomed haven for Putnam 
Valley residents, and a place Joanie has 
vowed to put her last penny into to keep 
its doors open. With an assortment of 
affordable beers and live music every 
Friday and Saturday night, it’s had a 
good run for two decades under her 
ownership, but the struggle has grown 
and the possibility of it closing is 
becoming stronger.

“We’re really at the ugly and it breaks 
my heart,” Joanie said. “I don’t want to 
leave.”

Joanie, a lifelong Putnam Valley 
resident, went to work after the untimely 
death of her husband. She needed a 
source of income and a place she could 
walk to everyday because she didn’t 
drive. 

When Joanie told her three children 
23 years ago her plan to buy the Spruce 
Hill Inn from the current owner and run 

it herself, “me and brothers laughed,” 
Joanie’s daughter Janine said. “Because 
she didn’t even know how to balance a 
checkbook.”

But Joanie had the last laugh, and 
got the inn back open within the year. 
She put her three kids to work in order 
to renovate the space and even enticed 
locals to come in and help by giving 
them beer in exchange for their labor. 

The old bar, which was farther up 
Oscawana Lake Road, used to be easier 

to draw people. The new location has 
difficult parking and is at an intersection 
that doesn’t catch the eye of many drivers. 

But with those obstacles, the Spruce 
Hill Inn still offers customers plenty. 
There’s live music every weekend from 
local talent, and beers are all at prices 
Putnam Valley residents can afford. For 
those bar-goers that have a little too 
much to drink, the inn will give them a 
ride home to ensure their safety for free. 

The bar also has a pool league, and 

dart teams. There is an enclosed porch 
with a couch and tables set up to enjoy 
on a warm spring or summer night. 
Gatherings are also held at the bar, and 
there is no charge to rent the room. 

On holidays, the bar is open for those 
residents that have nowhere else to go. 
Christmas or Thanksgiving, the inn is 
open and Joanie cooks a turkey. On St. 
Patrick’s Day, Joanie cooks up corn beef 
and cabbage free of charge for almost 60 
locals.

Now, all that is being threatened. 
Joanie said her mantra has always 

been to earn 200 dollars a day, but she 
isn’t making close to that most days. At 
first, Joanie was going to close in April, 
but Janine convinced her to stay open a 
little longer. 

Joanie said the inn is the one of the last 
“original businesses” in Putnam Valley 
and needs more residents from Putnam 
Valley to support it. Joanie has always 
supported Putnam Valley, now she needs 
residents from the town to support her.

“We have a lot of fun here,” she said. 
“It’s an end of an era if this bar goes 
down.”

The Spruce Hill Inn is located at 1 
Oscawana Lake Road in Putnam Valley 
and its number is 845-528-4086.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Joanie Mitchell (center), her daughter Janine (left) and one of  their long time employees Brenda Heady 
all hope the Spruce Hill Inn can overcome tough times and stay open past July. Mitchell, a long time 
Putnam Valley resident, has owned the bar for 23 years. 

Spruce Hill Inn 
Putnam Valley
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Maintaining your septic system is important
to your family's health and the environment!

Cook Septic Cleaning • 914 739-3300
visit us on line at www.fredcook.com

Serving Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess Counties
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FREE 
1 year Supply

of septic  
treatment  

additives with 
each pumping

with this coupon  
expires 7-6-14. 

878 Rte. 6, Mahopac, NY 10541 
845-621-3836
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Sunday through Friday 
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Graduation Party  
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878 Rte. 6, Mahopac, NY 10541 
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Arturo’s is Celebrating 19 Years in Business!

We will cater to any budget!

Come Check  
Our 4 Course  
Prefix Menu

Sunday through Friday 

$24.95

Book Your  
Graduation Party  
at Arturo’s

Join us for Fathers day 
• Specials and Regular 

Menu available
•Call for reservations
Bring in this ad for a 

FREE Drink for Dad
One per reservation 

 

The management reserves the right to make schedule or program changes if required. All sales � nal. No cash or credit card refunds.

BOX OFFICE
(914) 592-2222

GROUP SALES
(914) 592-2225 LUXURY BOXES (914) 592--8730

Introduce Your Children to the Magic of  Live Theatre with 

Enjoy Dinner a Show with Even More Value with Our Family Pack!
2 Adult Tickets & 2 Children’s Tickets (age 17 & under) Regular Price: $274.00 plus tax.
Special Family Pack Price Is Just $226.00 plus tax.  A SAVINGS OF $48.00!
BUT THE VALUE DOESN’T STOP THERE! YOU WILL ALSO RECEIVE:

Unlimited Soda for the Children • $1.00 Off Appetizers • $1.00 Off Luxury Desserts
10% Discount at the WBT Gift Shop • New Children’s Menu

A Complete Night of Entertainment for the Whole Family at an Affordable Price!

“Everyone’s Favorite High-Flying Nanny
Has Landed at the WBT!”

                                                                         – Kristen Weyer,  NY THEATRE GUIDE

“Delights 
All Ages!”

– William Reynolds,  
THE YONKERS DAILY VOICE

LIVE ON STAGE 
 THRU JULY 27

Enjoy Dinner a Show with Even More Value with Our Family Pack!Enjoy Dinner a Show with Even More Value with Our Family Pack!Enjoy Dinner a Show with Even More Value with Our Family Pack!Enjoy Dinner a Show with Even More Value with Our Family Pack!
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Susan Ann Harney
Susan Ann Harney, a longtime resident 

of Mahopac, died on Tuesday June 3, at the 
age of 67. She was born in Pittsburgh, PA, 

the daughter of Dutch and Patricia Duane. 
She was raised in the Bronx and Yorktown 
Heights where she graduated high school. 
On May 8, 1965 she married Jack Harney 
at St. Nicholas Tolentine Church in the 
Bronx. In addition to her husband, she 
is survived by her children, Kathleen 
Harney-Feierstein (Bill) of Mahopac, Jack 
(Christine) of Carmel, Michael (Susan) 
and Brian of Mahopac, Jerry (Kimberly) 
of Carmel, Patricia Harney of Mahopac 
and Daniel (Melissa) of Somers, her 
grandchildren Shannon, Joseph, Grace, 
Tara, Michael, Hannah, Casey, Erin, 
Kayleigh, Reese, Claire, Cole and Fiona 
and her sister Kathleen Ross.

Mario Orgera
Mario died peacefully at his residence 

in Patterson on June 5 surrounded by his 
wife, daughter and grandson. Mario was 
born in Santa Maria Infante, Minturno on 
October 26, 1932 to Antonio and Maria 
Orgera. He started to work in construction 

with his father at the age of 12 following 
in the family footsteps. At 18 years old he 
was a general supervisor for his uncle’s 
construction company Silvio Orgera. He 
married Civita Tina Pernella on July 22, 
1956, and moved to New York City with 
her in February 1958. He worked for 
Nickerbocker Co in NYC as a carpenter. 
He quickly was promoted up the ranks 
to manager. In 1961 he moved to Queens 
and then moved to Stamford in 1973 to a 
house he built himself for his family. He 
started his own construction company 
Mario Orgera Inc. He has traveled and 
worked many cities in the US and the 
Middle East, Dubai, Kuwait and Abudabi. 
His love for his family and friend will be 
greatly missed. He is survived by his wife 
Tina, Daughter Marisa Orgera Lemieux, 
grandson Mario P. Lemieux, son-in-law 
Armand Lemieux and brother-in-law Nick 
Pernella. Services will be held at Sacred 
Heart Church, 27 Skyler Ave Stamford Ct 
at 9 a.m. on Saturday June 21st.

Obituaries

I would like to thank the Putnam 
County Executive, the Putnam Division 
of Planning, and the Putnam County 
Legislature for supporting a new modified 
application for the Kent Sidewalk 
Construction Grant. The proposed 
sidewalk will be a continuation of the 
existing sidewalk in Carmel, which ended 
near Shoprite.  If approved, the sidewalk 
will continue approximately 1/2 mile 
along the southern portion of Rt. 52 
into the Town of Kent, ending near the 
Putnam County Savings Bank.

Letters of approval were also submitted 
by the Kent and Carmel Town Boards, 
along with a strong recommendation from 
the Carmel-Kent Chamber of Commerce 
which cited the initial recommendation 
by the Kent Revitalization Committee in 
2006.

The Kent Sidewalk Construction 
Grant is another component of Putnam’s 
participation  in the federally funded 
Transportation Alternative Projects 
(TAP). Examples of such projects include 
the Carmel Revitalization, Putnam 
Bikeway, Commuter Parking Lots, and 
various highway and bridge projects.

The estimated cost of the project is $2 

million and federal TAP funds will cover 
80% of the total. The 20% local share 
would be split by NYS (15%) with Putnam 
taxpayers paying only 5 % ($100,000) on 
the $2 million invested in the project.

Having sidewalks in Kent will, 
hopefully, encourage pedestrian traffic 
and help to avoid auto traffic between 
businesses in close proximity to each 
other. In addition, plantings, benches, 
pavers and other aesthetic improvements 
will also be considered. Providing a sense 
of community, connectivity, and area 
enhancement fulfils the major goals of the 
TAP program.

The Kent Sidewalk Construction 
Grant was ranked very high when it was 
first submitted to and then approved 
by NY Metropolitan Transportation 
Council (NYMTC) in 2010. The fact that 
preliminary engineering and surveying 
have been completed, increases the 
chance that this grant will be approved.

Having sidewalks in Kent will also 
help to define the Route 52 corridor as a 
“Main Street.” This is significant because 
virtually every study done in the past 30 
years, including the most recent Kent 
Comprehensive Master Plan, stresses that 

a “Main Street” designation is almost a 
prerequisite for many grant applications.

In the past, two major questions were 
raised. The first was whether or not 
having sidewalks in Kent was the best 
use of the $2 million dollars? The reality 
is that the TAP grant is only available 
for this particular type of project. If the 
grant is not approved, the federal and 
state funding will be allocated elsewhere. 
The second major question is who 
will be responsible for future repairs 
to the sidewalks? The sidewalks and 
any additional improvements will be 
in the public Right of Way (ROW), so 
Putnam County will be responsible for 
maintaining or repairing broken curbs or 
slabs. 

Lastly, the Kent Sidewalk Construction 
Grant is the first step toward the final goal 
of extending the existing Carmel sidewalk 
to Barrett Hill Road and thus providing 
pedestrian access for the residents of Lake 
Carmel. 

Lou Tartaro
Putnam County Legislator Dist. #3
Town of Kent 

I just got my NYSEG bill. The rate 
per kilowatt hour has increased from 
13 cents to 16 cents, a 23 percent 
increase! This is due to an approval 
granted by the faceless federal bureau, 
FERC, the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission. Like all bureaucracies, 
it is headed and staffed by unelected 
individuals. The increase will benefit 
companies producing electricity and 
supposedly will allow them to meet 
the future needs of New York City and 

Long Island. 
I have a few questions: A) Who is 

the head of FERC and who appointed 
him/her? B) Which energy producing 
companies will benefit and what is 
their relationship with FERC? C) Why 
aren’t the NYC and LI consumers being 
charged for this benefit to them only?

I surely appreciate County Executive 
MaryEllen Odell’s effort on our behalf, 
and her coordination with our senators 
and representatives in Washington. 

Hopefully, our state representatives and 
governor will also make their voices 
heard.

P.S. I heard this morning that 
Connecticut Light & Power was granted 
a rate increase of 8 percent—about one-
third of ours.

Mary Kipp
Carmel

PO Box 611, 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549
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Across
1 Placing a wager on Muhammed 
Ali today, or new Farm Market in 
Somers
7 Citrus fruit
11 Small knot
12 Dash
13 Painful procedures
15 Start of many a book title
16 Japanese cartoon
20 In Scotland, an open sailboat, or 
Mohegan Lake summer camp
25 Antivenins
26 Old Italian bread
27 Romantic suit?
29 Spite
30 Journalist’s question
32 Affecting earlier things
40 ___ of the above
41 One taking orders
42 Aardvark entrees
43 Heavy hitter

Down
1 It’s the loneliest number
2 Bagel topper
3 Bug killer, now banned
4 Sticker
5 Lift up
6 IT related
7 Oahu garland
8 International lab. org.
9 Chess piece, in a way
10 Lt.’s inferior
14 Highest rating score, often
16 Blonde shade
17 Jackie Onassis (__ Bouvier)

18 Investment (abbr.)
19 Deface
21 Tavern order
22 Trash receptacle
23 Good buddy
24 Thanksgiving serving
28 Second in a movie series
29 Outspoken
31 Hems’ partners
32 Single-stranded molecules
33 It’s a real stretch
34 It may come with charges
35 Low-___ file
36 Coupling
37 ‘’Why, ___ be a pleasure!’’
38 Do nothing (sl.)
39 “. . . ___ he rode out of sight . . .”

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 17

TwoÊintelligentÊsistersÊ
whoÊloveÊeveryoneÊtheyÊ

meet!Ê
VisitÊthemÊat:ÊÊÊ

 Ê
845-225-7777ÊÊ
TheÊPutnamÊÊÊ

HumaneÊSocietyÊ

PetsÊOfÊTheÊWeek:ÊÊ
DiamondÊ&ÊPearlÊ
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When I was a bachelor living in 
Manhattan, I had an acquaintance 
who would occasionally visit 
friends living in “the country” 
over the summer weekends. 
Maybe I was a little jealous about 
not knowing anybody outside the 
reaches of the steamy city because 
I had little patience when he called 
me one day to complain about 
having contracted a case of poison 
ivy in his friends’ garden during 
his last visit. I just didn’t want to 
pay much attention to his whining.

The next day he called again 
and this time he upbraided me 
for not showing any sympathy 
about his itchy plight. Instead of 
apologizing and showing some concern, 
I made the mistake of marginalizing his 
condition by saying that I frequently had 
poison ivy before moving to the city. While 
I found it uncomfortable for a day or two, 
I would address it by taking a cold shower, 
then treating it with calamine lotion. Was it 
really that big a deal, I asked?  

From there, the tone of the conversation 
degenerated rapidly. 

“Would it make any difference to you to 
know that I even have it on my [genitals]?” 
he asked.  

At that point, I couldn’t stifle an urge to 
laugh, but not before venturing a guess about 
what kind of activity might have brought that 

situation about. It was his response 
to that bit of careless banter that 
put me on notice that it was time 
for a very serious apology, which I 
offered with great sincerity.

Not long after that incident 
many years ago, I married, moved 
to the country and since that time, 
have had countless opportunities 
to suffer the effects of poison ivy 
myself, regardless of the care I 
take in recognizing the plant and 
trying to avoid it.  

Living on a property that has 
been gardened since the early 18th 
century, I have been aware that it is 
riddled with poison ivy, but I have 
never done a thing to discourage 

its growth. Call me crazy, but I rather like its 
dark, waxy leaves growing on vines in the 
areas of my property that are not cultivated. 
From what I understand, although I don’t 
remember from which source, it may have 
served some useful purpose to bind together 
the mortar-less stone walls our forefathers 
built to delineate properties and contain 
livestock.

About two out of three people are allergic 
to poison ivy and its relatives, poison oak and 
poison sumac. For some, the reaction can 
be severe enough to require hospitalization. 
Treatment for poison ivy is most effective if 
addressed immediately after exposure. 

Invariably, I always get it on my wrists and 

lower arms. When I do, I wash the affected 
area with strong soap and cold water, before 
applying calamine lotion for relief of the 
itching. Hot water may feel good in the short 
term, but it ultimately makes things worse by 
opening up your pores. 

It is also suggested that clothing that 
has been worn when poison ivy has been 
contracted be washed separately from other 
laundry. Honestly, I’ve never found that 
to be an issue. Perhaps that would apply to 
individuals with extreme sensitivity to the 
allergens. 

Everyone knows how to recognize poison 
ivy, right? The leaves are three-parted, often 
drooping, with shiny smooth, toothed 
or lobed edges. The oily resin is called 
urushiol and causes the contact dermatitis. 
This binds with skin proteins, causing an 
allergic reaction. The rash is characterized 
by linear streaks, which may last several 
weeks. Treatment depends on the severity 
of the episodes, but systemic steroids have 
the most dramatic therapeutic effects. New 
barrier creams are effective in preventing 
the dermatitis if applied before contact, 
especially products like Ivyblock. 

As a side note, I have looked for anything 
that could justify God’s plan for placing 
something so nasty in Earth’s garden, if not 
in the Garden of Eden, and I found it!

According to a recent report in Weed 
Science and subsequently reported in the 
Wall Street Journal, poison ivy has gotten 

much nastier since the 1950s in leaf size and 
oil content. At the same time, it was reported 
that the plant absorbs much more than its 
fair share of carbon in the atmosphere. With 
carbon dioxide having increased 33 percent 
in the environment in the past half century, 
poison ivy has risen to the challenge as Earth’s 
friend in helping to combat climate change. 
So, leave it stay, I say. There IS something to 
love about poison ivy!

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated with 
William Raveis Real Estate and Founder of 
Primavera Public Relations, Inc., the longest 
running public relations agency in Westchester 
(www.PrimaveraPR.com), specializing in 
lifestyles, real estate and development. His real 
estate site is: www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com 
and his blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of The Home Guru and his 
team to market your home for sale, call 914-
522-2076.

Did You Ever Wonder Whether the Garden of Eden Had Poison Ivy?

914.248.8822      Somers Commons      www.pennylanedance.com914.248.8822      Somers Commons      www.pennylanedance.com914.248.8822      Somers Commons      www.pennylanedance.com   

1, 3 and 5 Day Options for Kids 31, 3 and 5 Day Options for Kids 31, 3 and 5 Day Options for Kids 3---555   

Kids 6Kids 6Kids 6---888   

Kids 9Kids 9Kids 9---121212   

10% OFF 
All Camps Now 
Thru June 14th.

$195
Conditions Apply. Expires 6/30/13Conditions Apply. Expires 6/30/14

Poison ivy is a pretty leaf, which can result in an 
itchy reaction on the skin, but it does help in the 
fight against climate change.
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Last week 
marked the 70th 
anniversary of 
the invasion 
of Normandy. 
Listening to the 
media coverage, 
including the 
spoken words of 
the tales of the few 
remaining survivors 

of the invasion, brought the memory of the 
invasion and the war into vivid focus for 
me. I realized the importance of keeping 
these images as our historical heritage and 
the price that our forebears paid to preserve 
what we take for granted today: peace and 
freedom. It was the efforts of American 
servicemen during the Normandy invasion 
and the other theaters of World War II that 
preserved our way of living and launched 
the greatest era of economic and financial 
prosperity in our young country’s history.  

By most estimates, there were nearly 
4,500 Allied casualties on June 6, 1944, 
D-Day, the first day of the invasion of 
Normandy. Over the next three months, 
it is estimated that 425,000 Allied and 
German troops were killed, wounded 
or reported missing. 

As I immersed myself in the 
reporting and history of that fateful day, 
I was imbued with a deep gratitude and 
a renewed appreciation for all that we 

enjoy today as a result of the 
sacrifices of all those who 
served during the war.

I also read with interest 
the perspective of modern 
day French citizens. Many 
French lost their lives and 
their fortunes. The future 
of France looked bleak for 
most of the war; the spirit and resolution of 
many citizens were broken. The expressions 
of gratitude from French citizens on the 70th 
anniversary of the beginning of the end of 
the war were heartfelt and appreciative.

Filled with these emotions, I pulled a 
book from my wine book collection that 
reminded me of one aspect of the exploits of 
the Nazis and the French resistance during 
the war. Appropriately titled “Wine & War: 
The French, the Nazis, and the Battle for 
France’s Greatest Treasure,” written by Don 
& Petie Kladstrup, American journalists, in 

2001, it recounts one small, and some 
might argue minor, component of the 
resistance that was waged in the wine 

cities and cellars of France. 
The Germans had 

a passion, and a 
compulsion, for French 
art, sculpture – and 

fine wine. Many 
Americans 
became aware 

of their exploits 

in confiscating art and 
sculpture through the book 
and recent movie, “The 
Monuments Men.” But few 
realize the extent to which 
the German hierarchy 
coveted fine French wines. 

They plundered, pillaged 
and commandeered 

wineries with a twofold goal: 1) to raise 
money for the war effort and to 2) satiate 
their thirst for fine Champagne, Bordeaux 
and Burgundy wines. 

To accomplish the former they sent 
German agents into wine regions to seek 
out and transfer valuable wines to Germany 
for storage and onward sale. One secret 
cave found in Germany after the war 
contained five hundred thousand bottles of 
high-end Bordeaux, worth millions. These 
citizen appointees, sarcastically dubbed 
Weinführers by the French, encountered 
resistance – and French ingenuity - at every 
level. A number of Champagne houses hid 
substantial numbers of their fine bottles in 
plain sight of the Germans. In the cavernous 
underground of their limestone caves, they 
built false walls which the Germans never 
found. Similar hidden rooms were utilized 
in restaurants and wine shops throughout 
France. To further deceive the Weinführers, 
winey owners strategically placed cobwebs 
on bottles of cheap wine to give them the 
appearance of older vintages. 

To accomplish the latter, occupying 
German forces stormed wineries in search 
of fine wines. In the Champagne region 
alone, 400,000 bottles were demanded each 
week. At times risking their lives, the French 
adulterated their wines, adding carpet dust to 
new wines to give them instant aging. Some 
mislabeled bottles to dupe the Germans. A 
number of winemakers lost their lives.  

The efforts of French winemakers has 
gone unnoticed in the annals of World 
War Two history, but their resistance and 
patriotism, on their home soil, kept the 
French spirit propped up, as they waited five 
long years for the Allies to rescue them from 
the clutches of their enemy.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 15 years he has conducted 
numerous wine tastings and lectures. He 
also offers personalized wine tastings and 
wine travel services. Nick’s credo: continuous 
experimenting results in instinctive behavior. 
You can reach him at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on Twitter @
sharingwine

Wine Backdrop On the 70th Anniversary of D-Day
You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
By Nick Antonaccio

‘The Germans 
plundered, pillaged and 
commandeered wineries’

Tuesdays, Thursdays & 
Sundays:
Hyde Park 

Poughkeepsie 
Fishkill 

Carmel/Brewster

Why Drive? 
For Information Call: 
JTR Transportation 

845.832.0432
Visit us at  

www.SeeYouOnTheBus.com 
and sign up for email updates.

OUR BUS  
IS YOUR BEST BET.

$40 BONUS PACKAGE VALUE!
$15 Meal/Retail Coupon 

Two $10 Free Bets & One $5 Free Bet

$30
Round Trip 

Bus Fare

Bonus packages are issued to individuals 21 years of age or older. To receive a casino bonus package, 
passengers must have a Momentum card or be able to sign up for a Momentum card on day of travel. 
Proper identification required. Please visit the Bus Marketing Window for official rules. Offer subject 

to change without notice. mohegansun.com

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin
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The great thing about PCTV is 

that everyone can have a voice. 

From elected officials and 

business leaders to students and 

neighbors. We all have stories to 

tell. We all have opinions to 

share. To lift each other up and 

bring our community closer 

together. Why not join the 

discussion? To find out how to 

give the public access to your 

voice, walk to 2 Jackson Street, 

or go to pctv76.org/contact. 

It’s all about you.

Laptops and 
tablets are quickly 
replacing old 
fashioned pen 
and paper when 
it comes to note-
taking, but research 
suggests that this 
might not be such a 
good idea.  It seems 
that writing by 
hand and typing on 
a keyboard draw 

on distinct brain processes.  Writing by 
hand appears to improve processing, 
strengthen conceptual memory, and 
enhance one’s ability to generate ideas.  
Typing notes, on the other hand, may 
lead to “mindless processing,” and an 
increasing number of studies support 
this claim.

Researchers Pam Mueller of 
Princeton and Daniel Oppenheimer 
of the University of California 
experimented with a cohort of college 
students to see how handwritten 
versus typed notes impacted student 
performance.  First they tested 
students on class material 30 minutes 
after a lecture, giving students no time 
to review.  Both groups were able to 
recall facts, but the hand-writers were 
much better able to recall concepts and 
ideas.  The researchers then tested the 

same students one week later after they 
were able to review their notes.  Those 
who used longhand were significantly 
better able to recall facts, inferences, 
concepts, and to apply the material.  

While the typists in the study took 
more copious notes, they also took 
verbatim notes which led to “mindless 
processing.”  The hand-writers were 
more likely to think about what went 
on the paper which lead to better, more 
meaningful processing.  According to 
the American Psychological Science 
blog, there seems to be something 
about pen and paper that forces 
students to go beyond simply hearing 
and recording.  

A study published in Intech explains 
one reason why writing by hand 
may be a superior way to enhance 
performance.  Writing and typing, 
like any physical activity, establish 
motor memories.  The motor memory 
for hand writing helps an individual 
more effectively recognize letters and 
connect reading to writing.  It also 
forces a person to reflect on what they 
are writing.  

Interestingly, there may even be 
a difference between printing and 
cursive writing.  Dr. Virginia Berninger 
of the University of Washington 
suggests that cursive may train self-
control better than other forms of 

writing.  She believes it can even help 
those with motor-control conditions 
such as dysgraphia and may help treat 
dyslexia.  It should be noted that in Dr. 
Berninger’s studies of students in the 
second through fifth grades, both the 
cursive and print writers surpassed 
those using keyboards when it came 
to word production and generation of 
ideas.  

Typing has its place in education 
and many things we do are effectively 
done using a keyboard.  For example, 
email communications, building 
presentations, and preparing final 
papers are all primarily keyboard 
driven tasks.  Editing is certainly 
easier on a computer than it is by hand!  
However, if the goal is to thoughtfully 
process and remember information, 
the old way really might be the best 
way.  

Dr. Jaime Black is a licensed 
psychologist practicing in Westchester 
and New York City. Jaime works with 
high-functioning individuals on the 
autism spectrum, doing psychotherapy, 
conducting evaluations, and facilitating 
various socialization groups including 
an improv social skills group. Visit 
www.spectrumservicesnyc.com, e-mail 
JaimeBlackPsyD@gmail.com or call 
(914)712-8208.

Parenting Pep Talk: The Benefits of Handwriting for Learning

By Dr. Jaime 
Fleckner Black

Small NewS 
iS BiG NewS

advertising@
theexaminernews.com

Advertise in 
The Examiner. 
Call 864-0878 today!

get 
NOTICED!

Advertise in
The Putnam

Examiner
Call 914-864-0878 today!



June 10 - June 16, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com 15

By Rick Pezzullo
A Peekskill elementary school 

teacher and his wife have filed a lawsuit 
against the district for birth control 
pills given to their daughter without 
their knowledge three years ago.

Anthony Jackson, a teacher at 
Woodside Elementary School who has 
been “reassigned to home since January 
2014 due to a pending disciplinary 
matter,” according to the Board of 
Education, and his wife Eva are seeking 
compensatory and punitive damages in 

their legal action filed May 30 in state 
Supreme Court.

The Jacksons allege James Tosto, a 
psychologist at Peekskill High School, 
and his wife Dawn, employed by the 
Hudson River Community Health 
Center, conspired in June 2011 to 
transport their daughter off the high 
school campus during school hours 
to the health center and provided her 
with birth control pills following a 
physical examination.

The couple also claimed they notified 

former Superintendent of Schools 
James Willis about what occurred 
but Willis took no action against the 
Tostos’ despite “repeated assurances.”

Anthony Jackson has worked for 
the district since 2001 and was also 
head coach of the girls’ junior varsity 
volleyball team. Reportedly, he 
was fined 15 days pay for allegedly 
assaulting James Tosto when he 
confronted Tosto about the pills in 
2011.

In a written statement, the Board 

of Education stated it had not been 
served yet with either the lawsuit or a 
notice of claim but called the report of 
the legal action “an intimidation tactic 
on the part of the plaintiff.”

“Evidently, there may be an 
opportunistic connection between 
Mr. Jackson’s current status and 
this specious lawsuit,” the Board of 
Education stated. “Should this lawsuit 
be commenced, the district intends to 
vigorously defend itself in this matter.”

By David Propper 
With a noticeably low turnout, voters 

approved the Mahopac Public Library 
budget with ease on June 3. 

Passing the budget 320-77, library 
director Michelle Capozella expressed 
thanks to the community the morning 
after the vote, noting she didn’t know what 
to expect from the process because it was 
her first budget season since becoming 
the director last fall. 

“To go through the whole process from 
beginning to end was interesting and 
exciting” she said. “I’m really happy.  It 

was a pretty big margin.”
Depending on costs anticipated, 

Capozella said she tried to put increases 
where it was necessary. She did note 
though, if the library underspends its 
budget, that money carries over to the 
next year. 

“We don’t spend to just spend the 
budget,” she said.

Three trustees were also voted in for 
three open spots. Two incumbent Alice 
Walsh and Tom Honohan were reelected 
and Lee Markowitz was elected for his 
first term. 

Peekskill Teacher Slaps District with Lawsuit over Birth Control Pills

Mahopac Library Budget 
Approved by Voters

•	Heating	Oil	*Propane	*Biofuel
•	Budget	Accounts,	automatic	or	
•	....	just	call	and	same	day	delivery!
•	On	the	web	www.sclafanioil.com
•	We	match	full	service	competitors	
price

“We make warm friends”
(845) 628-1330

Order on the web 
www.sclafanioil.com

Sclafani 
Oil & Propane

Clip & Save!
Get a $25 credit on your Propane Installation 

with this ad

For information on these programs call 914-528-5600 • 1949 E Main St, Mohegan Lk, NY 
Nancy Brophy, Owner

Both Programs are registering now for September 2014

H H H H H H H H 

Summer Camp
Helping to build Healthy Bodies and Strong Minds.

Directors: Teodora Cepoi-Olympic Silver Medalist
Sorin Cepoi-Twice Olympic Competitor

Tom Brophy-Club Manager
914-528-5437

NYS Certified Cirruculum

We Are A School!

1/2 Day or Full Day 
Programs

Operating Hours 
7am to 6pm

www.tomthumbpreschool.com

914-528-5600

The Tom Thumb Campus • 1949 E. Main St.
Mohegan Lake NY • Nancy Brophy Owner/Director

For Ages 3.5 to 
9 years old
Hours: 9-3

Choose your own days
Before/After care 

Available

Summer 
Camp

914-528-5600

SUMMER CLASSES
Preschool, Recreational and Team 

Classes Available

For Ages 3-5 to 9 years old
Hours: 9 to 3

Choose your own days.

Stay & Play Club
Before (starting Sept. 2014) or 

After School Programs-
Open till 6pm for Lakeland 

Elementary school aged children

Before and After Care Available

  (Ages: 18 months as of Sept 1st and up)
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Cadet Matthew Roman Abreu, 
son of Roman and Rosalia Abreu 
of Carmel, graduated from the U.S. 
Military Academy on Wednesday, 
May 28.

Abreu graduated from Carmel 
High School in 2010. While at West 
Point, he concentrated his studies 
in Electrical Engineering. He was 
commissioned as a second lieutenant 
in the U.S. Army within the Signal 
Corps branch and will report to Fort 
Shafter, HI for his first assignment.

The mission of the U.S. Military 
Academy is to educate, train, and 
inspire the Corps of Cadets so that 
each graduate is a commissioned 
leader of character committed to the 
values of Duty, Honor, Country and 
prepared for a career of professional 
excellence and service to the Nation 
as an officer in the United States 
Army.

About West Point 
The U.S. Military Academy is a 

four-year co-educational federal 
undergraduate liberal arts college 
located 50 miles north of New York 
City. Founded in 1802 as America’s 
first college of engineering, it 
consistently ranks as one of the top 
colleges in the nation. A pre-eminent 
leader development institution, its 
mission remains constant - to educate, 
train and inspire cadets for careers of 
professional service to the Army and 
the nation. For more information, go 
to www.westpoint.edu.

The 2014 Shop Putnam Expo once 
again proved to be the largest and 
countywide business and home expo in 
Putnam. More than 100 local businesses 
and countless residents crowded 
Putnam Hospital Center last Saturday. 

Visitors met with business owners, 
learning more about new products and 
services offered in certain fields. Food 
samples were also available, in addition 
to special performances, raffles, and 
prizes. Local officials like County 

Executive MaryEllen Odell, Legislators 
Roger Gross and Dini LoBue, and 
Carmel Supervisor Ken Schmidt, as 
well as members of the county’s and 
town’s chamber of commerce were all 
on hand.

By Rick Pezzullo
A registered sex offender from 

Yorktown was sentenced in Putnam 
County Superior Court last week 
to two consecutive prison terms for 
sexual abuse of children.

Jonathan DeLaura, 39, who was 
sentenced last month to 35 years in 
federal prison on child pornography 
charges, will spend an additional two 
to eight years behind bars for a crime 
spree that began just days after being 
released from prison in April 2011 
following a probation violation for a 
previous child sexual abuse conviction 
involving a 12-year-old boy.

“Crimes against children are 
especially heinous, and Jonathan 

DeLaura is a textbook example of how 
sex offenders operate,” said Putnam 
County District Attorney Adam Levy. 
“By working closely with our law 
enforcement partners, we were able 
to identify additional victims, gather 
information about additional crimes, 
and ultimately secure a stronger 
sentence that will keep this man behind 
bars and away from children for a very 
long time.”

Putnam officials said DeLaura had 
victims in three states and would 
pose as a young female online, using 
blackmail and emotional manipulation 
to force them to submit to his demands.

In December 2012, DeLaura pled 
guilty in Putnam to two counts of 

criminal sexual acts. In April 2013, he 
pled guilty in federal court to receiving 
and distributing child pornography, 
possessing child pornography, and 
transferring obscene material to 
victims while a sex offender.

A former youth tennis instructor in 
Putnam County, DeLaura was required 
to register with the New York State Sex 
Offender Registry, distributed files 
containing images and videos of child 
pornography over the Internet via a 
Peer-to-Peer networking program.

According to Preet Bharara, 
the United States Attorney for the 
Southern District of New York, 
DeLaura contacted a 15-year-old 
boy in November 2011 in an Internet 

chat room using the screen name 
“sillyrabbit” and claimed to be a 
17-year-old girl. He later sent obscene 
photographs to the victim.

DeLaura was arrested on February 2, 
2012 by the Putnam County Sheriff ’s 
Office and a search warrant executed 
at his residence revealed an iPod 
that contained approximately 162 
videos containing images of child 
pornography and approximately five 
still photos of images containing child 
pornography.

Following that arrest, another victim 
disclosed repeated sexual abuse by 
DeLaura in 2010 that began when the 
victim was 14 years old and DeLaura 
was the victim’s tennis instructor.

Carmel HS Alum Graduates from West Point

Shop Putnam Once Again a Huge Hit at PHC

Yorktown Man Sentenced to Prison for Criminal Sexual Abuse
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Save the Date: 

Wednesday, June 18 
The Carmel-Kent Lions Club Annual 

Fund Raising Carnival: Wednesday, 
June 18 through Sunday, June 22 at the 
Meadow Plaza, Route 6, Carmel (formerly 
the A&P Shopping Center across from 
Putnam Plaza) . The carnival offers 
rides and games for children and adults.  
Bracelets will be offered each day of the 
carnival at a flat price of $25 per person 
or you can buy individual ride tickets.  
Carnival hours will be 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Wednesday-Friday; 1 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
Saturday; and 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday, 
depending upon weather conditions at 
the sole discretion of the ride operator.  
Proceeds from the carnival benefit Lions 
community service activities.

Friday, July 4
Taconic Road Runners Club Putnam 

County Classic 8mile Race: Begins 
and ends at Mahopac High School. The 
2014 event, the 38th year, is generously 
sponsored by World Lung Foundation, 
Somers Pediatric Dentistry and New 
Balance Westchester . John Albanese, 
who will be carrying the American Flag 
for the 30th year in a row. The event 
starts at 8 a.m. sharp in front of Mahopac 
HS, and finishes on the track . Race 
participants receive technical T-shirts 
(race day while supplies last), generous 
food and drinks, and awards. The race 
is $19 in advance for members; $22 in 
advance for nonmembers, and $30 day 
of race for everyone. Also this year is a 
kids’ run half mile and ¼ mile fun run, 
with tshirts (While supplies last), and 
ribbons to all entrants. The kids’ race, 
for a nominal donation (which goes to 
charity) is day of race registration only. 
The races will start at 10:15 a.m. on the 
track. Runners may register online or 
with a mail in entry form via Taconic 
Road Runner’s website www.runner.org. 
Race details, contacts and course map 
can also be found on the website. 

Ongoing 
Story Time and Program Schedule

Monday 11:00 am -Babies and Books 
Program for ages 3 months + 4:30-6 
pm-Homework Help Tuesday 4:30-6pm-
Homework Help. www.brewsterlibrary.
org

Wednesday 10:30 a.m. - Drop in 
stories and crafts for ages 3-5, 4:30 p.m.-
6 p.m.-Homework Help, 5:30 p.m. -6:30 
p.m.  Chess Class. www.brewsterlibrary.
org

Friday 11 a.m. - Stories & Puppets for 
ages 2-5. www.brewsterlibrary.org

Saturday 11:30 a.m. - Picture Books 
for ages 2-5. www.brewsterlibrary.org

Music with Marlana: 10:30 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m.  at Reed Memorial Library.  

Children ages 3 through 6 have fun 
singing, dancing and playing instruments.

Tuesday, June 10 
Extended Care Planning: 6:30 p.m. at 

Reed Library.  One in every two people 
over 65 will require extended care during 
their lifetimes.  This workshop will show 
how appropriate planning will protect 
what you have worked for your entire life.  
Please call to register, 845-225-2439.

Pathways to Recovery:  Learn About 
Three Approaches to Treatment of 
Drug Addiction at Public Forum.  Area 
residents are invited to an informative 
presentation about three different 
local programs to prevent and treat 
drug addiction.  7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at St. 
Christopher’s Inn, 21 Franciscan Way, 
Garrison. The program is offered free of 
charge. It is sponsored by Drug Crisis in 
our Own Backyard, a group of concerned  
Putnam County residents working to 
stop the increasing number of deadly 
drug overdoses in the area. To register, 
contact:  Susan Salomone: 914-582-8384 
or ssal@aol.com Carol Christiansen: 914-
261-7689 or ccarolchristiansen@yahoo.
com

Computer for Beginners: Patterson 
Library, 1167 Rte. 311 Patterson Also 
June 24 at 11 a.m. Margaret Carey will 
teach you the basics of using a computer 
in this two part series. The 1st class will 
help beginning computer users become 
familiar with using a mouse. The 2nd 
class will help users learn how to open 
and close programs and navigate the 
computer. Registration required. To 
register or for more information, visit us 
online at www.pattersonlibrary.org and 
click on calendar or call 845-878-6121 
x10. Free program.

Wednesday, June 11 
Self Defense for Women: Patterson 

Library, 1167 Rte. 311 Patterson. 7 
p.m. learn how to stay safe and protect 
yourself in this 2 hour hands-on self-
defense seminar for women. David 
Weiss of the Ryu Renshi-Dan Karate 
School in Pawling and his partner Chris 
will show you ways to avoid being a 
target and physical techniques to help 
you defend yourself.  Ages 18 and up 
only. Waiver must be signed prior to the 
start of the class. Bring your sneakers. 
Registration required. To register or 
for more information, visit us online at 
www.pattersonlibrary.org and click on 
calendar or call 845-878-6121 x10. Free 
program.

Thursday, June 12
Iron Shackles Tell Historical Tale: 

The iron shackles worn by a Philipstown 
boy who was hung for a murder he may 
or may not have committed, will be on 
display at the Putnam County Historical 

Courthouse during the 200th birthday 
celebration to be held in the building 
starting at 7 p.m.   For more information 
on the 200th birthday celebration for 
the Historic Courthouse, visit: www.
putnamcountyny.com.

Friday, June 13
Mass in Honor of St. Anthony: 

In Italian Sponsored by the Italian 
American Club of Mahopac 7:30 p.m. 
St. John the Evangelist Church 225 East 
Lake Boulevard, Mahopac. Celebrant:  
Fr. John DeBellis, Procession,  reception 
with blessed bread & raffle will be held 
after the mass For further info call Bee 
Cefaloni (845-628-7175)

Saturday, June 14
Making and Using Backyard Rain 

Barrels: 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. Information: 
www.PutnamValleyGrange.org

Just Say NO 5K walk/run: 2:00 p.m. 
Putnam Valley Town Park. Free BBQ 
after for runners/walkers Visit www.pvpr.
com for more information. 

Free Putnam Valley Concert: 6:00  
p.m. Dirty Stay Outs. Putnam Valley 
Town Park. Celebrate PV’s 175 year 
anniversary. Visit: www.pvpr.com for 
more information. 

Cookie Walk Sale: Shop for a 
variety of home-baked cookies at our 
Cookie Walk Sale. 9 a.m. 3 p.m. First 
Presbyterian Church, 6N & Secor Road, 
Mahopac. Rain or Shine. For more 

information please call 845-628-2365 or 
email presby411@verizon.net

Friends of Karen’s “An Evening in 
Venice” Gala benefit: The  Mamaroneck 
Beach & Yacht Club, 555 S. Barry 
Avenue, Mamaroneck.  7 p.m – midnight. 
Yankees legend Mariano Rivera will 
receive Friends of Karen’s Humanitarian 
Award, former White House Press 
Secretary Ari Fleischer and former 
Junior League of Northern Westchester 
president Becki Fleischer will receive 
its Sheila W. Petersen Award. CNN’s 
John Berman is the emcee.  Tickets 
$300, some sponsorships still available. 
Friends of Karen provides vital, practical 
and comprehensive support, at no cost, 
to local families caring for a child with 
cancer or another life-threatening illness, 
from diagnosis through treatment. 
Details and inquiries: GwenSalmo@
friendsofkaren.org or (914) 617-4051.

An Intimate Evening with Art 
Garfunkel:  Acoustic performance with 
songs, anecdotes and prose. One night 
only. 8: 00 p.m. Tickets are available 
at http://paramounthudsonvalley.
com/ or call 914-739-0039.

Monday, June 16 
Neas Golf Tourament:  Benefit Putnam 

Hospital Center Shotgun start noon  
|  Trump National Golf Club Hudson 
Valley, Hopewell Junction Sponsored by 
Northeastern Anesthesia Services

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks 

prior to your event and include the words “Happenings 
Calendar Submission” in your email subject line. Entries 

should be sent to Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.

Crossword 
Answers
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 061014

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

adoption
We are robyn and Sid, a loving 
couple with a warm home in the sub-
urbs of New York. Our website is www.
robynandsid.com. We are court approved 
and ready to adopt now. Call us toll free 
1-877-409-2441 or email us at robynand-
sid@aol.com.

adopting a baby is my dream. 1st time 
Mom promises a loving, secure home. Pri-
vate adoption, call Jodi,1-888-772-0068

adoPT: Looking for a loving, secure 
home for your infant or toddler? Robin 
and Neil are seeking to complete their 
family. 866-303-0668, www.rnladopt.info

auctions
FULTon & HaMiLTon CoUnTy, ny 
reaL ProPerTy TaX ForeCLo-
SUre aUCTion- June 18th @ 11AM 
Held† Holiday Inn Johnstown, NY 800-
292-7653. HAR Inc. Free brochure: www.
HAROFF.com

buy or sell at aarauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

auto donations
donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 315-400-0797 Today!

donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 914-468-4999 Today!

EvEnts
rinaLdiFLeaMarKeTS.CoM Every 
Sunday Weather Permitting 900 Dutchess 
Turnpike (rt44) Poughkeepsie NY. Free 
Admission, Parking, Great Food, Bar-
gains. Vendors Wanted! RINALDIFLEA-
MARKETS.COM See You There!

HEaltH
Were yoU iMPLanTed WiTH a ST. 
JUde riaTa deFibriLLaTor Lead 
Wire between June 2001 and December 

2010? Have you had this lead replaced, 
capped or did you receive shocks from the 
lead? You may be entitled to compensa-
tion. Contact Attorney Charles Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

HElp WantEd
Lead iMPLeMenTerS: TWoFoUr 
SySTeMS LLC (TWoFoUr) SeeKS 
Lead iMPLeMenTerS in WHiTe 
PLainS, ny.  We require a bachelor’s in 
Comp Sci., Financial Eng. Econ. or a rel. 
field & 5 yrs progressively responsible, 
post bachelor’s exp. w/ financial instru-
ments (specifically Foreign Exchange, FX 
options & futures, cash & precious met-
als) as well as trading components (spe-
cifically Trade Capture, P&L calculations 
& end-of-day processes). Of these 5 yrs, 3 
yrs must be w/ building & executing func-
tional test cases for workflow-based trad-
ing apps & 2 yrs must involve working to 
implement financial software packages. 
Duties include: leveraging knowledge of 
the financial instruments governing for-
eign exchange, as well as of trading com-
ponents, to effectively liaise w/ Traders 
& Risk Management & Operations end 
users & identify business requirements; 
implementing financial software pack-
ages & foreign exchange trading systems 
for the front, middle & back office which 
meet identified business needs; overseeing 
the testing, monitoring & modification of 
delivered systems as appropriate & liais-
ing w/ IT development  to meet changing 
needs; analyzing client business activity to 
create workflow diagrams & improve ex-
isting workflow; performing data analysis 
& mapping to manage integrity & opti-
mize synchronization; & analyzing per-
formance indicators to resolve issues as 
they arise. Will supervise up to 3 Business 
Analysts or Implementers. Travel to unan-
ticipated client sites as needed is required. 
Send resumes to TwoFour at recruit-
ing@twofour.com, referencing Li2014 
in the subject line. 

airLine CareerS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students Housing available. Job placement 
assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

PerU CSd anTiCiPaTeS Hiring 

Teachers, Nurses, Counselors, Program 
Coordinator, Speech Language,Support 
Specialist, and Interventionist. See http://
www.perucsd.org/Page/1822 for more in-
frmation. EOE.

FULLer brUSH CoMPany diSTrib-
UTorS needed. Earn up to 46% profit 
servicing people in your area. No Invest-
ment. Call 1-800-683-2002

HomE improvEmEnt
HaS yoUr bUiLding SHiFTed or 
SeTTLed? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not ap-
plicable in Queens county"

HomEs for salE
ModULarHoMebroKerS.CoM 
14 models on display, Starting at $59 per 
square foot. Pricing includes delivery, 
crane, set and tax. 848-240-7040

land for salE
TroUT STreaM bargain. 5.4 acres, 
$49,900. Was $199,900. Bank ordered 
sale. Beautiful Bethel NY. Near Wood-
stock site. 85 miles from Manhattan. As-
sorted hardwoods, approved building site, 
underground utilities, across from lake, 
walk to Performing Arts Center, financ-
ing. Call 877-836-1820.

miscEllanEous
SaWMiLLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

out of statE rEal EstatE
Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach, 2 miles to the riverfront dis-
trict. Homes starting at $39,000. 772-581-
0080, www.beach-cove.com.

delaware's resort Living Without Resort 
Pricing! Low Taxes! Gated Community, 
Close to Beaches,Amazing Amenities, 
Olympic Pool. New Homes from $80's! 
Brochures available 1-866-629-0770 or 
www.coolbranch.com.

sErvicEs
WeT baSeMenTS Made bone dry 
PerManenTLy! 100% guaranteed. 
Toxic basement (black) mold removal. 
The Basement Man. 315-488-2762, 315-
414-6561. Member BBB. Since 1963. Free 
Estimates,Senior Discounts.

vacation rEntals
MyrTLe beaCH reSorT - 1 bed-
room, 1 bath. Ground level. Poolside 
garden view.  33 acre beachfront. 7 pools 
(indoor/outdoor).  Hot tub, saunas, tennis 
courts.  Onsite bar and restaurant.  Week-
ly rates. Call (914) 772-8823.

oCean CiTy, MaryLand. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open dai-
ly. Holiday Real Estate. 1-800-638-2102. 
Online reservations: www.holidayoc.com

PriMe VaCaTion oPPorTUniTy. 
$150/NIGHT. PRIVATE, Spectacular 
Lakefront setting MID-COAST MAINE. 
1 BR, Sleeps 4. Swim, Boat, Fish, Hike or 
Just Relax. highfields@tidewater.net; 207-
785-2851; toll-free 844-785-2851

norTH WiLdWood, nJ- FLOREN-
TINE FAMILY MOTEL. Beach/Board-
walk Block, Heated Pools, Efficiency/
Motel units refrigerator, elevator. Color 
Brochure/Specials 609-522-4075 Depart-
ment 104 www.florentinemotel.com

WantEd
MoST CaSH Paid For paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLeaSe CaLL aaron aT
914-654-1683 

CaSH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates.Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

ÒWhere Family Matters MostÓ

Work for the family company that cares 
about its driversÕ lives off the road!  
We offer Northeast regional routes.  

WeÕre looking for experienced CDL-A 
Owner Operators & Company Drivers

www.GHItrucking.comOR APPLY ONLINE AT
Call today  888-342-5115  x 376

YouÕll be home weekends and some nights.  Outstanding pay!

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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June 10-  June 16, 2014                                                                                                            SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                                                                                                          SPORTS SECTION

Haldane senior OF/P John Rotando cracks one of  two deep doubles he would stroke in the state-ranked (No.12) Blue Devils’ 3-2 win 
over No.6 Chester in last Friday’s opening round of  the NYS Class C Baseball tournament where “J-Ro” was straight money (inset). 
Haldane would lose in Saturday’s regional final, falling 5-1 to Section 11 champion Pierson/Bridgehampton... see Baseball Notebook

Johnny Deep!

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Blue Devil Bomber Leads Haldane to Regional Final
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Nothing Ho-Hum about Yorktown’s 7th NYS Lax Title
Cornhuskers Survive 10-9 Scare from J-D; Win 1st State Crown since 2003

October 8 - October 14, 2013 The Putnam Examiner2A

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

HEMPSTEAD – They say 
the best players make the best 
plays, and very few players in 
New York State could make the 
kind of play Yorktown High two-
time All-American Austin Fusco 
made with 5:20 left in regulation 
to help clinch the seventh NYS 
championship in Cornhusker 
history last Saturday at sun-
splashed Hofstra University.

Fusco, the Syracuse-bound 
senior long pole defenseman, 
broke up play, grabbed the 
55th ground ball of the season 
and promptly went coast to 
coast, finishing off Section 3 
champion Jamesville-DeWitt in 
the Huskers’ 10-9 NYS Class B 
championship win.

Husker two-time All-
American M Luke Palmadesso, 
the game’s offensive MVP after 
winning 19 of 23 faceoffs, owned 
the dot and single-handedly 
dictated possession. High-flying 
senior Nicky Bonitatibus (2G, 
2A) wore down the state-ranked 
(No.3) Red Rams (19-3) with his speed 
and guile behind the cage.

State-ranked (No.1) Yorktown (18-
5) won behind a balanced offensive 
effort with Rutgers bound All-American 
Connor Vercruysse (1A), Bonitatibus and 
Nick Del Bene each putting a pair between 
the pipes, while four others added a solo 

goal to the tally. 
Tied at 5-all, Husker Kristopher 

Alvarado’s unassisted goal with 10:19 
remaining in the third quarter started a 
three-goal run for the Cornhuskers, who 
went up 8-5. But J-D never quit and came 
roaring back to cut the deficit to one, its 
explosive offense making the most of 
its limited possessions. J-D sophomore 

Grayson Burns scored four goals but the 
Husker pole Dan Del Bene 
locked off J-D hotshot Griffin 
Feiner, limiting him to one 
goal.

“Jamesville – DeWitt is 
an offensive powerhouse,” 
Vercruysse said. “They have 
a great offense and we knew 

that coming in. We 
knew they’d go on a 
run eventually but 
we knew we’d be 
able to withstand 
it and come out on 
top today.”

But when the 
Red Rams cut it 
to one and the 
Huskers needed a 
faceoff win to close 
it out, Palmadesso, 
was there for them, 
taking possession and milking 
the final seconds.  

“I just try to stay mentally 
and physically stronger than 
my opponent,” Palmadesso 
said. “I just trust what I can 
do and my teammates have all 
the trust in the world in me so 
that allows me to go out there 
and fight and give it my all. In 
a state championship game, we 
there were going to be some 

runs, so we just tried to stay level-
headed, make our adjustments, not 
try to change too much and we stuck 
it out. Big-time players make big-time 
plays and that’s what Austin Fusco did 
there in the fourth when we needed 
a big play. It was a hell of a play that 
just gave us all such a lift. It gave us 
the motivation we needed to hold on 
for the rest of the game.”

In Yorktown lore, that play will go 
down among the greatest plays ever 
made by a Husker laxer; Colsey, them 
Nelson brothers, Carc’, Kavo, Fin, 
Marr, Harrington, Kuczma, Doerr, 
Ceglia, Watson, Ranagan, et al. be 
damned. The list goes on and on, but 
that All-American play by Fusco shall, 
too.

“I just think at a certain point in the 
game, with a man down, we needed 
to make a play,” the 6-1 Fusco said 
of the game-winning goal. “We had 
a great check on our crease, the ball 
popped out, I scooped it up, saw some 
daylight, ran to it, and when I came to 
the midfield I tried to get it to Connor 
(Vercruysse), but his man pushed out 
and I saw some space in the middle. 
I just took it to the cage from there, 

just shot and was hoping for the best, and 
it went in. It felt pretty great, but that’s 
not just me, that’s a team goal right there. 
Everybody was fighting the whole time. 
I’m just happy to be the lucky one to put 
it in.”

Yeah, that was pretty lucky (as if!). 
Yorktown survived and advanced the 

state semis last Wednesday at Hofstra, 
defeating Section 8 champion Lynbrook, 
9-6, due in large part to a three-goal effort 

Yorktown All-American Austin Fusco finds mom, Pauline, in bleachers after scoring GWG in Huskers’ thrilling 10-9 win over 
J-D in Class B championship.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Flanked by Coach Dave Marr (L), the 2014 NYS Class B champion Yorktown Huskers pose with the Class B NYS 
championship hardware. continued on page 21

Husker Nicky Bonitatibus (10) shows Nick Del Bene some love 
after the first of  two Del Bene tallies.
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H E M P S T E A D 
-- When you have 
three two-time All-
Americans in a 
lacrosse program at 
the same time, that 
particular team is 
expected to produce, 
and while 37-time 
Section 1 champion 
Yorktown High has 

had three two-time All-Americans in 
a season before, only a handful of the 
greatest players in program history came 
away with at least one of the six NYS 
championships the Cornhuskers had won 
before the 2014 season. The rest were left -- 
right or wrong -- with slightly unfulfilled 
legacies with which to live.

Yorktown seniors Connor Vercruysse, 
Luke Palmadesso and Austin Fusco were 
three such repeat All-Americans, whose 
birthright would not be complete without 
the state chip in their bag of claims. 
In finishing off Section 3 champion 
Jamesville-DeWitt in the Huskers’ 
10-9 NYS Class B championship win 

last Saturday at sun-splashed Hofstra 
University, the trio will reflect upon 
fulfillment and contentment for the rest 
of their lives, having produced the seventh 
NYS title in the program’s flaunted history.

“Oh, without a doubt… I had to have 
this,” the 6-foot-1, 195-pound, Syracuse-
bound Fusco admitted, moments after 
the long pole defensemen 
earned defensive MVP 
honors and scored one 
of the prettiest coast-to-
coast goals this lax-hound 
has ever witnessed. “I’m 
just too excited now to 
realize it. I just want to go 
home back to Yorktown, 
the greatest place on the planet, and 
breathe that Yorktown air. I’m just so 
happy to be able to help bring this state 
championship back to the good people 
of Yorktown. I’m the happiest man in the 
world right now. I wish we could have had 
more, but there’s no better way to end your 
senior year than to go out on top.”

Big players make big plays when all the 
marbles are there for the taking and this 

Yorktown trio did their part, spinning 
Yorktown's CROP student section -- 
rowdy and witty throughout -- on its 
head. The Rutgers-bound Vercruysse, in 
drawing JD’s premier long stick, scored 
twice and assisted on another. 

“We’ve talked about winning a state 
championship pretty much our entire 

life,” said the powerful 
Vercruysse, as pure a finisher 
as the Huskers have had in 
quite some time (69 G, 23 
A this season). “The fact 
that I can get it done with all 
my boys here at Yorktown 
means the world to me. This 
is the greatest moment of 

my entire life. I couldn’t imagine anything 
like this, it kinds reminds me of the 2003 
team.”

I remember somebody said that back 
in early May (uhm, me!). That 2003 team, 
led by senior M Rob Lenseth and D Steve 
Settembrino and sophomore Matthias 
McCall, among others, went on to shock 
the world, including J-D in a 10-6 state 
final triumph.

The Villanova-bound Palmadesso, 
arguably Yorktown’s most complete player 
in a decade, won 19 of 23 faceoffs, scored a 
goal and won offensive MVP honors.

“I just couldn’t be happier,” said 
Palmadesso, who won 76% of his draws 
on the season and closer to 85% in the 
playoffs while scoring 34 goals and dishing 
29 assists. “I can’t really describe how I feel 
right now. It’s just the best day of my life, 
the best feeling ever. I’m just so happy 
to be able to bring a state championship 
home to Yorktown for all the guys before 
me.”

Many of the alumni from one of the 
greatest lacrosse programs in the history 
of the game were on hand last Saturday, 
red cups aplenty in the parking lot outside 
of James M. Shuart Stadium where they 
fondly recalled days of yesteryear. And 
on this day, none of them could wait to 
get back to Yorktown; to breath in the 
championship air, and sip spirits at places 
like AJ’s and Murphy’s Taverns.

After a lengthy 11-year drought, 
Yorktown is back on top again, and all 
seems proper in the lacrosse universe.

October 8 - October 14, 2013 The Putnam Examiner2A

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Yorktown’s Big 3 Will Live the Good Life, Content & Fulfilled
All-American Trio Complete their Legacies with NYS Chip

Direct 
Rays

Nothing Ho-Hum about Yorktown’s 7th NYS Lax Title
continued from page 20

from junior M Michael Dedvukaj and 
three assists from Nicky B, allowing the 
Huskers to advance to state final for first 
time since 2003, the year they last won the 
state crown.

With the Owls defense keying on the 
All-Americans, Dedvukay made them 
pay, going for a natural hat trick, bridging 
the second and third quarters.

Palmadesso, won 14 of 19 faceoffs 
against a quality kid, owned the dot and 
afforded ample possession to the Huskers, 
who trailed 3-2 before clamping down 
midway through the second, courtesy of 
three Joe Grassi tallies. Grassi was locked 

off after that.
When Husker senior A Nick Del Bene 

set up junior M Ryan Baker, Yorktown had 
reeled off four-straight goals and sported a 
6-3 edge. Fusco the found Vercruysse for a 
layup and Baker dropped his second from 
Bonitatibus with 3:14 left in what was a 
lethal third quarter (six straight goals and 
an 8-3 lead entering the fourth). 

Huskers’ one in all -- Kristopher 
Alvarado, Ryan Baker, Joseph Barden, 
Nicky Bonitatibus, Jose Boyer, Justin 
Cavallo, Ryan Cegielski, Max Costello, 

Chris Cunnington, Michael Dedvukaj, 
Nick Del Bene, Daniel Del Bene, Liam 
Donnelly, Gregory Esposito, James 
Fennessy, Tim Forbes, Austin Fusco, 
Frank Gavigan, Matthew Gonzales, Austin 
Graham, Tyler Makar, Darren Mata, Eric 
Meyreles, Noah Migliore, Conor O’Meara, 
Luke Palmadesso, Logan Peters, Michael 
Robertson, Tomas Rodriguez, Nicolas 
Santavicca, Billy Strassman, Will Thorp, 
Connor Vercruysse Adam Woda – will all 
go down in history.

“The seniors in this group were really 
tremendous,” Coach Dave Marr said after 

winning his fourth NYS title at Yorktown, 
second as a coach. “This team does remind 
a little bit of the 2003 team in that some of 
the little things flashed me back to that. 

“I’m old and bald and don’t participate 
in the game, so this is actually a different 
feeling from when I was playing,” the 
coach added. “This is more a fatherly-type 
feeling, having brought them along and 
made them state champs. I think they’ve 
solidified themselves as one of the better 
classes ever.”

And, as they used to say before moms 
took over: Father Knows Best.

Yorktown two-time All-American Connor 
Vercruysse celebrates his second goal of  the 
NYS championship.

Yorktown pole Austin Fusco scores the game-
winning goal; one folks in Section 1 lax circles will 
talk about for decades.
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Haldane Roars Again, So Listen Up, Y’all!
Blue Devils 3-Peat as Section 1 Champs, Reach Regional Final

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

CROSS RIVER – Haldane baseball 
Coach Tom Virgadamo’s Blue Devils 
(13-10), ranked No.12 NYS, set some big 
goals this season, despite losing a ton to 
graduation, and beating sixth-ranked 
Chester of Section 9 by a 3-2 count in the 
Class C regional semifinals at John Jay 
High School was one of them.

The next goal was to get back to the 
NYS Final 4, which proved too tough 
when the three-time defending Section 
1 champion Blue Devils suffered a 5-1 
loss at the hands of top-ranked Pierson/
Bridgehampton of Section 11 in last 
Saturday’s regional finals at Long Island’s 
Dowling College.

Against Chester, senior John Rotando 
drove in two runs with two bombs, 

including a second-inning double to 
left-center and a fourth-inning double 
to right-center off Chester ace and loser 
Ryan Cabrera. 

Haldane’s much-needed insurance run 
came in the third when John Maldonado 
singled and scored on a throwing error.

Chester (18-5) hadn’t won a sectional 

championship since 1989, could not solve 
Blue RHP Jay Marchese, who flirted with 
a no-hitter until Matt Mackay’s one-out, 
fifth-inning double.

With the tying run on third with two 
down in the sixth, Marchese dug deep 
and retired pinch hitter Jack Rose with 
a to fly out to Rotando. Then, in the 

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

CROSS RIVER -- 
Somebody asked me 
the other day, “Hey, 
where’s the coverage 
of Haldane baseball?” 
To wit, I responded 
unwittingly, “Hey, 
they’ve really only 

beaten Tuckahoe for a Class C title, which 
only four teams competed for, but I know 
they’re gonna show me something in the 
second season, right?”

Oftentimes, the second season for 
Haldane doesn’t start until the state playoffs 
begin because they are widely expected to 
be there representing us as they traipse 
across the state impressing us with their 
post-season runs.

It wasn’t the answer my man wanted, 
but it was a matter of fact, and the primary 
reason why Haldane baseball – winners of 
three-straight Section 1 titles -- continues 
to fly under the radar in terms of coverage. 

The best is yet to come, I promise; just like 
it is in most Blue Devil situations. As one 
of only a handful of Class C teams within 
Section 1, Haldane’s accomplishments are 
– fair or unfair – largely ignored by the 
rest of the section until the Blue Devils 
collectively punk-slap all of us into making 
you respect the crap out of them.

They did just that 
last Friday when the 
Blue Devils eliminated 
Section 9 champion 
Chester, 3-2, the day 
before being eliminated 
in a 5-1 regional final 
loss to Section 11 champ 
Pierson at Dowling Sports 
Center on Saturday, but just making it back 
to the Class C regional final was a major 
accomplishment for the youthful three-
time defending Section 1 champion Blue 
Devils.

I’d love to see Haldane rise to the ranks 
of Class B just to see what they’d do up 
among the Putnam Valleys, the Briarcliffs, 

the Pleasantvilles and Crotons of the world. 
I’m thinking with guys like the Virgadamo 
boys – Tom, Joe and Anthony -- leading 
them into battle in both baseball and 
basketball, Haldane would still be in the 
thick of the title chase in a host of athletics; 
baseball for sure.

The Virgadamo are throwbacks to an 
era when men were men and 
wussies need not apply, so 
they’re never going to take 
the easy road to the finals. It’s 
a grind with these guys.

“Sometimes you love ‘em, 
sometimes you hate ‘em, 
but at the end of the day you 
always love ‘em,” said senior 

three-sport star John “J-Ro” Rotando, 
one of the few players in NYS to compete 
in three state tournaments this season, 
including soccer, basketball and baseball; a 
rare feat indeed these days.

“It’s really hard to describe with words,” 
said Rotando, a three-sport captain. “It’s 
been an amazing run for me personally 

and the teams I’ve been on. These teams 
have worked hard all year. The hard work 
pays off and it’s an amazing feeling. It’s a 
great way to go out as a senior to have that 
shots at states every time. This time I hope 
to get it done.”

He didn’t, but take nothing away from 
the mega-accomplishments of the Haldane 
boys this year.

“The programs these coaches have built 
are a credit to them,” Rotando said. “They 
run a great program and commit to it. 
People under rate us because we’re a small 
school, but we rarely gap off because we’re 
deep. They get under ya for sure, sometimes 
you just want to punch them and other 
times you want to give them a hug. They 
are very good coaches and they demand 
the best from you. They push us beyond 
the game to be better people. I thank them 
for that. They are the two best head coaches 
I’ve ever had. We don’t care what anyone 
says or thinks, we know how good we are 
and that is all that matters to us.”

That should be all that matters to anyone.

Blue Devil 8th-grade catcher Aidan Siegal, who is going to be a great one, tries in vain to get tag down 
on Chester runner in Haldane’s 3-2 NYS Class C playoff  win.

Haldane Triumphs in Opening Round, Falls in Regional Final
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS

Class A Grid Notebook

continued next page

Baseball Notebook

continued on page 23

Direct 
Rays

Haldane 1B Justin Ferdico gets the close call on a put-out against a Chester runner in the Blue Devils’ 
3-2 playoff  win.
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Parisi Speed Training at Club Fit Takes Athletes to Next Level
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Former Kennedy Catholic grad Matt 
Maher had slightly better-than-average 
speed coming out of Kennedy High back 
in 2005, but his skill sets were enough to 
earn the two-sport star a roster spot at 
Fairleigh Dickinson University where he 
played shortstop and eventually emerged 
as a pro prospect.

There was work to do, though, 
and Maher knew it, so he sought out 
professional training that might take 
his game to the next level. Standardized 
training wasn’t the answer. Maher needed 
the kind of training that could hone 
his need for speed and burst more than 
stamina and endurance: enter Parisi Speed 
School and a two-year regiment at Club 
Fit in Jefferson Valley.

“It was very different from your standard 
training programs,” Maher said of Parisi, 
among the foremost speed training 
associations within the industry since 
1992 under the supervision of founder 
Bill Parisi, the former track and field All-
American. “The key was the customization 
of their workouts and quality of coaches. 
It’s not a “one-size-fits-all” philosophy, 
they’re able to take their core functions 
and beliefs and adapt it to your personal 
style, at least in my case.”

Maher was a baseball player, and didn’t 
need “change of direction” and “endurance” 
training that a football, basketball, or 
hockey player might need. His Parisi-
based trainers at Club Fit customized 
his workouts to focus on acceleration, 
surge and reactionary speed; the things 
that would help the ESPN Academic All-
American steal bases, set tables and beat 
out ground balls.

“The key was not running me into the 
ground,” Maher said. “They would prefer I 
do five sprints at 100% effort and efficiency 
than 25 sprints where fatigue could set in 
and form breakdowns. Essentially, they 
were building the best possible muscle 
memory and positive habits. I spent a 
whole summer break at Parisi and then 
countless times in the winter before my 
junior baseball season.”

The transformation was mind-boggling. 
Maher started his freshman year and stole 
four bases, and followed that up with 
another ho-hum four-steal campaign his 
sophomore year. His junior and senior 
seasons at FDU – after much time at Club 
Fit – were the stuff of legend, as he heisted 
a school record 64 bases over the next two 
NCAA Division 1 seasons. The proof is in 
the pudding.

“Parisi got my mind laser focused and 
made my body ready for anything,” Maher 
said. “It took me from an average college 
baseball player to elite.”

Maher would eventually sing a contract 
with the Evansville Otters in 2010.

“The Otters loved my speed and I had 
Parisi to thank for that,” Maher said.
YOUNG & OLD

From athletes as young as seven all the 
way to the Pros, the Parisi Speed School 
has allowed athletes to do the two things 
its program strives for: Athletes have 
improved their athletic performance, but 
more importantly, they have developed a 
higher level of self-confidence.

Maher’s testimony is not much 
different than that of 2010 Mahopac grad 
Victor DiFusco, now a stud linebacker 
at Fordham University, who swears by 
the methodology employed by Parisi 
instructors. DiFusco cruised the Section 

1 landscape as a beastly run-stuffing 
defender while Mahopac came up one win 
short of a Section 1 Class AA title in 2010, 
but D-I scouts wondered if he had the 
speed to excel at the next level, but that’s 
no longer a concern. A prolonged stint 
under the “Parisi way” has eliminated all 
doubt and helped the 6’1” 230-pounder 
make a seamless transition from high 
school to college football, appearing in all 
eleven games for Fordham in 2011 while 
leading all Fordham freshmen in tackles 
and blowing up backfield his junior year.

It isn’t only for boys, and there’s no 
need to wait for high school to hone one’s 
alacrity. Yorktown High sophomore Rilea 
Fusco hails from good genes; her father, 
Frank, and two brothers, Frankie and 
Austin, were each high school lacrosse 
All-Americans, and above-average 
football players. One would think her 
crafts would come just as easily for Rilea, a 
budding two-sport sensation at Yorktown 
High where she cranks in lacrosse and 
field hockey. But truth be told, the best 
athletes leave nothing to chance, opting 
for preparation instead, and Rilea has been 
at Parisi since her middle school days.

“Parisi has helped me so much,” she said. 

“I started in seventh grade and have gone 
in between my seasons to keep in shape. 
It’s different from other places because 
it really focuses on the right way to do 
things. It makes you work on not only 
your speed but your change of direction, 
which is a big part in sports.”
TEAM & INDIVIDUAL TRAINERS

At Club Fit – in both Briarcliff and 
Jefferson Valley – you won’t find stodgy, 
by-the-book trainers. There is no cookie-
cut approach to athletic training, and the 
Parisi trainers work outside the box.

“The trainers there are awesome and 
they motivate you a lot,” Fusco said. “They 
have given me so much confidence to do 
what I need to do to be my best. Parisi got 
me so ready for my season this year and I 
would recommend it to anyone. I plan on 
still going and working as hard as I can, 
so my team and I will end up where the 
Yorktown boys are right now (having won 
their seventh NYS lacrosse title).”

Parisi Speed School also offers “Team 
Training Programs” in all sports, designed 
to specifically cater to the nuances of 
each particular sport. The NY Giants, 
Jets and New England Patriots are just 
some of the teams to benefit from such 
specific training, and local programs like 
the Mahopac Sports Association have 
done similarly with their youth football 
program. 

Anyone looking to tailor an individual 
or team program in Northern Westchester/
Putnam area should contact Jefferson 
Valley Club Fit Parisi Speed School 
Director Jack Werther at jwerther@clubfit.
com or call 914.245.4040. He’ll be sure 
to set you up with some of the area’s top 
trainers, including Ashley DiStasio, Greg 
Horowitz and Nick Mastri.

seventh, Chester’s Wilson Jimenez was 
nabbed looking at strike three and the 
Blue Devils survived and advanced.

“Marchese was lights out,” Blue Devil 
Manager Tom Virgadamo said of the 
senior who finished with eight strikeouts.

The coach was also quick to credit his 
seniors for an unbelievable finish.

“These guys don’t quit,” Virgadamo 
said. “They believe in this coaching staff. 
They come all winter long and work hard. 
They buy into the tough schedule we 
put together, and right now when we’re 
playing “in Class” they know how to win. 
They stay composed, and these seniors 
don’t want it to end. 

“Marchese and Rotando were 
phenomenal players for me,” the coach 
continued. “Jay threw 10 innings last 
year, but he worked unbelievably over the 
winter, and now he doesn’t want to come 

out of any game. These two guys won a lot 
in soccer, Johnny won a lot in basketball, 
and these kids just want to win. Johnny 
is a gamer. He gives you everything he’s 
got, great leader, too, and these guys just 
follow their leads.”

The Blue Devils didn’t have much luck 
the next day, which began with a 9:30 a.m. 
bus ride through Long Island traffic on 
Belmont Stakes day. Rotando — a three-
year starter – worked six strong innings 
against Pierson, allowing four earned 
runs. Rotando stroked two of the Blue 
Devils’ four hits, and senior Maldonado 
knocked in their only run with a third-
inning double.

Haldane will graduate four starters in 
Rotando, Maldonado, Marchese and IF 
Kenny Doxey, but the core of this unit 
will be back next season and Virgadamo 
expects another run from his Blue Devils.
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 
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Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Students at Parisi Speed School at Club Fit in 
Jefferson Valley enjoy a lighter moment with 
trainer Ashley Distasio

Haldane Triumphs in Opening Round, Falls in Regional Final

Blue Devil Aidan Siegal gets a high-ten from assistant baseball coach Joe Virgadamo in Haldane’s 3-2 
NYS playoff  win over Chester last Friday at John Jay Cross River.

continued from page 22
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Haldane pitcher Jay Marchese (L) struck out eight batters to lead the state-ranked (No.12) Blue Devils past No.6 Chester, 3-2, 
in the opening round of  the NYS Class C baseball tournament last Friday at John Jay High where Marchese and 8th-grade catcher 
Aidan Siegel (inset) were thrilled to advance their third-straight Region 1 championship game where the Blue Devils were eliminated 
Saturday by Section 11 champion, top-ranked Pierson/Bridgehampton, 5-1... see Baseball Notebook
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