
By Martin Wilbur and David Propper 
Following the arrest of Mahopac Falls 

resident and former police chief Brian 
Fanelli, who worked for a town police 
department in Westchester County, two 
more Putnam County residents were 
nabbed in connection to a follow up 
investigation called Operation Caireen.

Carmel resident John Asmodeo and 
Kent resident Christian Cote were both 
arrested back in April in a connection to 
the Homeland Security-led children porn 

bust, according to a release sent out by 
the Putnam County District Attorney’s 
Office.

Asmodeo, 30, was arrested and booked 
with charges of possessing obscene 
sexual performance by a child and sexual 
performance of a child on April 23. Both 
are class E felonies. 

Investigators from the DA’s office, and 
the Town of Carmel Police Department, 
as well as agents from the Homeland 
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Americans of  all ages came out in full force on a sunny Memorial Day weekend in Putnam 
County to honor those soldiers who died to preserve America’s freedom. Second graders 
Hannah Nygard, Brianna Abate, and Allison Scheidt showed their appreciation during 
the Mahopac Memorial Day Parade. The three girls are all brownies for Troop 2337 in 
Mahopac. 

By David Propper
The Mahopac school district, which has 

been beleaguered with bad news all school 
year, was dealt another blow last week 
when incoming superintendent of schools 
John Kopicki informed the district he did 
not intend to take the job offer. 

After announcing Kopicki, who is 
currently the superintendent of the 
Forest City Regional School District in 
Pennsylvania, was selected by the Mahopac 
Board of Education last month, the board 
sent out a release last Wednesday stating 
Kopicki has “declined the opportunity to be 
the next Superintendent of Schools of the 
Mahopac Central School District.”

According to the release, the school 

board was advised in executive session on 
May 20 by its attorney that Kopicki decided 
against accepting the job for next school 
year after the impending retirement of 
current Mahopac superintendent Thomas 
Manko. 

From there, board president Michael 
Sclafani contacted Kopicki to see, “if 
there was anything the Mahopac Board 
of Education could possibly do to change 
his mind.” But Kopicki explained his final 
determination to not join the district was 
“a personal one and no reflection of the 
outstanding school district of Mahopac.” 

“Shock, awe, I was kind of stunned,” 
Manko said his initial reaction was to 

Gone Before Arrival: 
Incoming Mahopac 
Super Pulls Back

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Upon the recommendation of  Police Chief  Michael Cazzari, center, the Carmel Town Board voted 
unanimously to appoint Michael Nagel, standing to the right of  Cazzari, as detective sergeant and 
Stephen Kunze, standing to the left of  the police chief, was appointed as a detective. The town 
board is also shown above. See story page 2.
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By David Propper
After being threatened with a lawsuit, state 

Assemblyman Steve Katz responded to state 
Sen. Greg Ball in a press release issued last 
week. 

After an attorney for Ball sent a letter to 
Katz threatening a lawsuit against him for 
claiming Ball and four other senators were 
being investigated by US Attorney Preet 
Bharara, Katz said in a statement that his 
accusations were reported in several media 

outlets before he made the comments about 
the investigation during a May 15 press 
conference. 

“Beginning on May 11, at least 5 media 
outlets reported on the investigation of 5 
state senators for improper use of campaign 
funds. One of these senators under 
investigation as stated by every one of these 
reports was Senator Ball,” Katz said in the 
statement. “My press conference was on 
May 15th. This story was therefore common 

public knowledge and in the papers and 
news outlets already for two days before I 
was asked to comment.”

Ball’s attorney Joseph Tacopina sent a 
letter to Katz on May 19 that in part read, 
“Consider yourself on notice that if you 
again make any such defamatory comments 
against Senator Ball, you will be answering 
for them in a courtroom.”

Katz listed outlets such as the New York 
Post, New York Daily News, City and State, 

and The Journal News that reported the story 
before he said anything about the matter. 

“If Senator Ball is angry about this story, 
he and Mr. Tacopina should direct their 
letters to the New York Post, City and State, 
Daily News, et al and not to me,” Katz said.

Ball has denied all wrongdoing in alleged 
misuse of campaign funds that stem from 
an investigation with the defunct Moreland 
Commission. He will not be running for any 
public office this fall.

By Janine Bowen
There may be a hold up in the proposed 

expansion of the Rose Hill Cemetery on 
Mill Street, following a revelation about 
the legal use of cemeteries in Putnam 
County. 

According to town lawyer William Zutt, 
it was recently discovered that, although 
the proposal has already been accepted by 
the Putnam Valley Town Board and is in 
front of the zoning board, the applicant 
may need permission from the county 
legislature in order to gain access to the 
land. 

The current proposal for the Rose Hill 
Cemetery aims to grade the area for 
more than 1,800 new burial sites. Under 
a law in Putnam County, cemeteries are 

technically not allowed anywhere in the 
county, but those that were in existence 
before 1996 may continue to operate. In 
addition, land within the county cannot 
be bought to be used as a cemetery 
without county permission.  This 
property was in use before then, but the 
transfer of ownership of the title for the 
land to Beverly Hills Cemetery Corp. may 
present an issue. 

The Putnam Valley town board agreed 
that they would not take any action 
regarding the Rose Hill proposal until 
it was brought in front of the County 
Legislature. Legislator Sam Olivario, who 
was in attendance at Wednesday night’s 
meeting, says that nothing has been 
brought to their attention at this time.

Possible Delay for Expansion at 
Putnam Valley Cemetery

Katz Responds to Ball and Threat of Lawsuit
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By Neal Rentz
Acting on the recommendations of 

Chief Michael Cazzari, the Carmel 
Town Board unanimously made two 
police promotions permanent on May 
21.

Michael Nagel was appointed as 
detective sergeant and Stephen Kunze 
was appointed as a detective. Following 
the meeting, Supervisor Kenneth 
Schmitt said both men have worked for 
the department for several years. 

Nagel is receiving an annual salary of 
$107,627 and Kunze salary is $97,649.

Cazzari praised Nagel and Kunze in 
his recent memorandums to the town 
board. 

When Nagel was appointed to his 
post on a provisional basis in April 
2013 “he took on the responsibility of 

our detective bureau with a dedication 
to duty and professionalism that is 
second to none,” Cazzari stated. “Nagel’s 
leadership has been seen throughout 
the work done by our detectives. 
From the major crimes that have been 
solved, to the attention to detail that 
he brings on each and every case, I feel 
proud to recommend the permanent 
appointment of such a fine officer.” 

In another memo to the board, 
Cazzari wrote that Kunze “is the type 
of hardworking officer that every police 
administrator wants working for him or 
her. From his time working narcotics 
cases with our special conditions unit 
to all the fine work he has done as a 
patrol officer and a detective, I feel 
proud to recommend the permanent 
appointment of such a fine officer.” 

Carmel Board Appoints Police
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By Rick Pezzullo
Yorktown Councilman Terrence 

Murphy was nominated by the Westchester 
Republican Committee last week to run 
for the state Senate seat in the 40th District 
being vacated by incumbent Greg Ball 
(R,C,I/Patterson).

Murphy, who was elected to a second 
four-year term on the Yorktown Town 
Board last November, was chosen over 
former state Assemblyman Robert Castelli 
of Lewisboro. 

“I’m thrilled and honored to carry the 
colors of the Republican Party in the 
40th Senate District,” Murphy said. “I’m 
running because I’m concerned about the 
American Dream in New York. We’re on 
such a perilous trajectory that if we don’t 
bring about honest to goodness change, 
and soon, the chance to revitalize the 
American Dream in New York could be a 
fond memory, and I simply refuse to let that 
happen.”

The 40th Senate District includes 
Yorktown, Cortlandt, Somers, Peekskill, 
Mount Kisco, North Salem, Lewisboro, 
Pound Ridge, New Castle and Mount 
Pleasant in Westchester; Carmel, Patterson 
and Southeast in Putnam; and Beekman 
and Pawling in Dutchess County.

After weeks of speculation, Ball 
announced two weeks ago he would not be 
seeking reelection to the Senate, where he 
served for the last four years after a four-

year stint in the Assembly, or vie for any 
elected office, including Putnam County 
executive, which he had reportedly been 
eyeing for months. He said he held off on 
his announcement until a viable Republican 
successor could be found, which opened 
the door for Murphy, who received Ball’s 
blessing.

Several local GOP leaders also expressed 
their support for Murphy, a married father 
of three children and a chiropractor who 
owns Yorktown Health and Wellness Center 
and Murphy’s restaurant in Yorktown.

“Terrence Murphy is Yorktown’s son. He 
will serve the people of the 40th district 
with the same values that he has brought 
to the Yorktown community: leadership, 
dedication and integrity,” said Yorktown 
GOP Chairwoman Serafina Mastro.

“Hardworking, smart and honest are all 
attributes which fit Terrence Murphy to a 
tee,” said Peekskill GOP Chairman Vincent 
Vesce. “I have no doubt that he will be a 
tireless worker in Albany on behalf of all 
those he will be representing in the state 
Senate.”

Castelli, a Vietnam veteran who served 
three years in the Assembly, congratulated 
Murphy on winning the nomination but 
did not rule out waging a primary.

“I intend to retain all of my options, 
and will speak with my campaign staff 
and supporters to determine which 
course we will take,” Castelli said in a 

statement. “While I am disappointed in 
the Westchester Committee’s decision 
not to adjourn the vote on this important 
Senate seat until I and other candidates 
had a chance to go before each committee, 
I appreciate the opportunity to be heard, 
and the support of those who voted for 
adjournment and who continue to support 
my candidacy.”

Murphy, who prior to the convention 
in Hastings-on-Hudson stated he would 
not have run a primary if he was not the 
chosen one, acknowledged Castelli’s efforts, 
saying, “Bob is the consummate statesman 
who has served the public with class and a 
tireless work ethic. He served the country 
honorably in the military for which we all 
owe him a debt of gratitude.”

Running on the Democratic line for 

the Senate is Justin Wagner of Croton-on-
Hudson, who was handily defeated by Ball 
two years ago.

Republican Sate Senate hopeful Terrence Murphy

Yorktown’s Murphy Receives Republican Nod for State Senate
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By Neal Rentz
The ramifications of the “Chubby 

Wubby” scandal continued in Putnam 
County last week.

Raymond Cote, who left the 
Mahopac School Board after making 
critical remarks about a resident and 
district volunteer, has also resigned 
from the Carmel Planning Board. 
Cote, who was a member of the 
planning board for about three years, 
was its vice-chair when he quit last 
week.

Following the May 21 town board 
meeting, Supervisor Kenneth Schmitt 
said Cote gave his resignation last 
week. Schmitt declined to comment 
on the resignation. “We received his 
letter of resignation,” Schmitt said. 

In Cote’s resignation letter, he 
states it’s with a “great sense of 
regret” that he’s removing himself 
from the planning board. In his 
four-paragraph letter though, Cote 
also blamed Mahopac residents 
John Molloy and Roger Garcia, who 
brought the video to light. 

“Mr. Molloy and Mr. Garcia 
disseminated this video to the media 
and have once again put this Town 
under the microscope of media 
scrutiny. In light of the recent media 
scrutiny involving the basketball 
game, the conduct of Mr. Molloy and 

Mr. Garcia is truly reprehensible,” 
Cote wrote. “It is clear that their 
personal vendetta take precedent over 
the well being of the School District 
and the Town. As such, I do not want 
to be the source of any additional 
public scrutiny brought upon you, 
the Town Board, the Planning Board 
or Town of Carmel.”

Near the end of the April 8 school 
board meeting, Cote, the school 
board president, referred to a parent 
and volunteer for the district over 
an open mic as “chubby wubby” and 
stated that “she gets fatter and fatter 
at every meeting, she really does.” The 
statement was later removed from the 
video recording of the meeting that 
appeared on the district website and 
replaced with a shortened version.

Cote apologized in a letter to the 
school district via a statement read 
during a board of education meeting 
in May. Cote also withdrew from the 
race for reelection to the board of 
education. 

Schmitt said the town is seeking 
residents to apply to the opening 
created on the planning board as a 
result of Cote’s resignation.

David Propper contributed to this 
report.

Cote Resigns from Carmel Planning Board

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
The Carmel Town Board, shown above at its May 21 meeting, accepted the resignation of  Planning 
Board Vice-Chair Raymond Cote earlier this month. Cote had previously resigned as president of  the 
Mahopac Board of  Education after making derogatory remarks about a resident during the April 8 
school board meeting.
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Geraldine “Gigi” Finan 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  845.590.6864 

12 Greenbrier Court 
Mahopac 

WEB# PS889378 $885,000 

Barbara L. Sawin 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  914.806.2933 
15 Bel Lago Drive 

Putnam Valley 
WEB# PS1080173     $795,000 

Alicia M. Albano 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  914.447.6569 

33 Brookview Drive 
Carmel 

WEB# PS1080609     $700,000 

Geraldine “Gigi” Finan 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  845.590.6864 

23 Kaitlin Drive 
Mahopac 

WEB# PS906648     $699,999 

Barbara L. Sawin 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  914.806.2933 

459 Peekskill Hollow Road 
Putnam Valley 

WEB# PS1074347     $679,000 

Lisa Bucolo 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  914.299.1422 

16 Dutch Hill Drive 
Carmel 

WEB# PS934295     $594,900 

Maria Tomaselli 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  914.319.2962 
10 Split Rock Road 

Mahopac 
WEB# PS1073381     $590,000 

John P. Kincart 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  914.384.3385 

295 Oscawana Lake Road 
Putnam Valley 

WEB# PS1083037     $550,000 

Barbara L. Sawin 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  914.806.2933 

59 Mill Street 
Putnam Valley 

WEB# PS1080844     $547,000 

Penny Carino 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  914.953.9449 

12 Bonie Wood Drive 
Mahopac 

WEB# PS1076895     $523,900 

Keriann “Keri” Rodriguez 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  845.729.0573 
43 Rodcris Drive 

Mahopac 
WEB# PS872505     $489,999 

Jo Ella Deliberto 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  914.413.9052 
82 Bloomer Road 

Mahopac 
WEB# PS905738     $430,000 

Maria Tomaselli 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  914.319.2962 
34 Roberts Drive 
Putnam Valley 

WEB# PS892536     $425,000 

Rosemary Pizzuti 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Of ce  914.962.4900 ext.134
80 Carey Street 

Mahopac 
WEB# PS1075512     $420,000 

Fatima B. Candiotti 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  914.806.6276 
84 Trolley Road 
Cortlandt Manor 

WEB# PS1074376     $420,000 

Keriann “Keri” Rodriguez 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  845.729.0573 
18 Leeside Road 

Carmel 
WEB# PS1079754     $400,000 

Kimberly Nicosia 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  917.734.8307 

14 Seifert Lane 
Putnam Valley 

WEB# PS1080558     $349,900 

Raymond Charles Magnani 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  914.262.0774 

420 Sprout Brook Road 
Garrison 

WEB# PS1070902     $329,000 

Joseph Polewaski 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  914.656.7375 
23 Somerset Road 

Mahopac 
WEB# PS1074244     $324,500 

Claire Hoch 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  914.844.6450 

239 W Lovell Street 
Mahopac 

WEB# PS973260     $300,000 

Lisa Bucolo 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  914.299.1422 
13 Hickory Road 

Mahopac 
WEB# PS1078622     $299,900 

Diane Ryan 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  914.645.9423 

769 Peekskill Hollow Road 
Putnam Valley 

WEB# PS1081941     $175,000 

Lisa A. DaRos 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  914.552.6563 

141 E Lake Boulevard 
Mahopac 

WEB# PS1077908     $124,900 

HGMLS, 1/1/2014 – 5/21/2014, all property types, transactions sold by of ce, Putnam County.
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Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

What's hot this week at Somers Custom Framing?

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

•	Heating	Oil	*Propane	*Biofuel
•	Budget	Accounts,	automatic	or	
•	....	just	call	and	same	day	delivery!
•	On	the	web	www.sclafanioil.com
•	We	match	full	service	competitors	
price

“We make warm friends”
(845) 628-1330

Order on the web 
www.sclafanioil.com

Sclafani 
Oil & Propane

Clip & Save!
Get a $25 credit on your Propane Installation 

with this ad

By Janine Bowen
Two local Boy Scouts were honored for 

achieving the highest rank of Eagle Scout 
at a Putnam Valley town board meeting 
on Wednesday night. 

“These two men here aren’t Eagle 
Scouts because they hold the door for 
people or they help a little old lady across 
the street. That’s not what this is about,” 
Councilwoman Jackie Annabi said.  
“They are an Eagle Scout because they are 
a true example of leadership. They know 
how to take charge, they know how to be 
a leader.” 

Both boys were given certificates of 
appreciation by the board for their service 
to the town. Daniel Feuerstake restored a 
local cemetery for his Eagle Scout project, 
repairing a rusted fence and clearing away 
dead leaves from the property. 

“The only problem I had with the 
project was that I couldn’t actually touch 
the tombstones themselves, but other 
than that I tried to make it look as nice as 
possible,” he said Wednesday night.

Anthony Narisco replaced the fencing 
and restored the benches at the Veteran’s 
Memorial at Town Hall after noticing the 
disrepair when attending Memorial and 
Veteran’s Day events with his troop each 
year. 

“The benches were covered in moss 
and fungus as well as the fencing falling 
apart. When it came time for me to 

pick a project, I knew what had to be 
done. I believe the veterans deserved a 
respectable memorial,” said Narisco via 
email. 

Nationwide, only five percent of Boy 
Scouts reach the highest rank of Eagle 
Scout, which amounts to only two million 
since the Boy Scouts began, but over 
the past few years, Putnam County as 
produced dozens. 

“I can’t believe how many Eagle 
Scouts there are in Putnam County. I 
just find that amazing. We are raising 
some wonderful men; our future is really 

with you guys and I know we’re in good 
hands,” said Annabi.

The troop Narisco belongs to, Troop 
41, has had five members rise to the rank 
of Eagle Scout in 2013 alone, and had 
more than 20 achieve the honor since 
2000. Troup leader Phillip Donnelly 
noted that three of the boys who became 
Eagle Scouts over the past year have 
had brothers receive the honor as well, 
creating some level of competition, but 
that overall, the boys are dedicated to 
achieving the rank. 

“I think that they’re hard workers. They 

see the value in being an Eagle Scout and I 
think they’re eager to do it… The last few 
boys who have received the Eagle Scout, 
we’re really proud of them because they’ve 
done a good job of setting their mind to it 
and doing the job” said Donnelly.

In order to become an Eagle Scout, a 
boy must put in more than one hundred 
hours of work on a service project. 
Although they receive encouragement 
from troop leaders, the boys must pick 
the project, seek donations for the work, 
and organize fellow troop members and 
keep them on task while work is being 
done on their own. 

Narisco stated that he values the title of 
Eagle Scout, and realizes that the lessons 
he has learned during his service work 
will stay with him for the rest of his life. 

“Personally, I believe earning the rank 
of Eagle Scout helps me realize what I can 
accomplish in life. I can always look back at 
the challenges I faced and be fulfilled with 
the way I handled them… Being an Eagle 
Scout represents a true understanding 
of hard work and leadership,” he said 
“It is a symbol to others that you are a 
trustworthy individual that can face any 
task placed in front of them. The Eagle 
Scout never quits, it soars higher.” 

Over the years, Putnam Valley Boy 
Scouts, who all belong to the Westchester-
Putnam Council, have done a lot of work 

Putnam Now Home to Two More Eagle Scouts

PROVIDED BY TROOP 41
A group photo of  Troop 41 from 2013, which has produced numerous Eagle Scouts over the past 
several years.

continued on page 13
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Security executed a search warrant 
of computers owned by Asmodeo, 
according to Carmel Police. They learned 
Asmodeo might have used a hidden 
camera to record children in a bathroom.

Cote, 26, was arrested on April 9 by 
authorities after his laptop, desktop 
computer and mobile phone were all 
seized. Images of underage girls believed 
to be as young as six-years-old were 
uncovered, according to the DA’s office. 

He too, was arrested with charges of 
possessing obscene sexual performance 

by a child and sexual 
performance of a child.

“There are few things 
more abhorrent than the 
victimization of children,” 
Putnam DA Adam Levy said.  
“We are proud of our work 
together with Homeland 
Security and the fine men 
and women of the Kent and 
Carmel police departments to 
effect these arrests.”

As for Fanelli, whose arrest 
initiated Operation Caireen, he pleaded 

not guilty Monday afternoon in federal 
court in White Plains to three counts of 

possessing child pornography.
Fanelli appeared before U.S. Magistrate 

Judge Judith C. McCarthy for a few 
minutes to enter his plea then was seen 
a short time later leaving the courthouse 
holding hands with his wife. He remains 
free on a $50,000 personal recognizance 
bond pending the outcome of the case.

He and his attorney, Michael Burke, 
issued no statements and refused to 
answer questions.

A pretrial conference was scheduled 
for today (Tuesday) at noon in front of 
U.S. District Judge Kenneth Karas.

The U.S. Attorney’s office announced 
on May 14 that a grand jury had handed 
up a three-count indictment against 
Fanelli, charging that from October 
2013 until January 2014, he “knowingly 
received and distributed material that 
contained child pornography” via a 
computer.

Authorities stated at the time of his 
arrest that he allegedly used a peer-to-
peer file sharing system to deliver the 
material.

The second and third counts allege 
that on Nov. 9, 2013, and Jan. 3, 
2014, respectively, Fanelli “knowingly 
possessed, and accessed, with intent 
to view, a book, magazine, periodical, 
film, videotape, computer disk and other 
material that contained an image of child 
pornography,” which was also distributed 
via computer.

Faneill, 54, a graduate of Valhalla High 
School, was arrested on Jan. 23 at his home 
in Mahopac by agents from Homeland 
Security following an investigation. At 
the time, the U.S. Attorney’s office’s 10-
page complaint stated that Fanelli told 
investigators he was viewing the images 
as part of his work to help him teach 
youngsters about the dangers of sexual 
abuse.

In addition to his police work, Fanelli 
was a longtime volunteer teacher at St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Church in Shrub 
Oak and regularly spoke to the church’s 
schoolchildren about sexual abuse 
awareness.

He is barred from having unsupervised 
contact with children.

In Mount Pleasant, Fanelli was 
replaced on a temporary basis by Lt. 
Paul Oliva. Oliva has since been elevated 
to the full-time chief ’s position. Fanelli 
took over as chief last November after a 
30-year career with the town.

Although he was released on bail 
the day of his arrest, Fanelli  has 
been electronically monitored and is 
prohibited from leaving his home except 
for any work-related activity, court 
appearances, meetings with his attorney, 
doctors’ appointments and religious 
services.

He was also forced to relinquish his 
firearms and all access to electronic 
devices that can connect to the Internet, 
including computers and cell phones. 

continued from page 1

Two Putnam Residents Nabbed in Child Porn Bust

1-Year
Certificate

Account

2-Year
Certificate

Account

3-Year
Certificate

Account

0.65 %APY* 1.10 %APY* 1.30 %APY*

Choose your term and earn more!
It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3

845.463.3011   I   hvfcu.org

* APY= Annual Percentage Yield. Rates effective beginning 5/10/14 and are subject to change at any time. The minimum balance to earn the stated rates for all 
certificates is $500. Call for current rates on Jumbo Certificates. Substantial penalty for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. Federally insured by the NCUA.

HVFCU148_CDAd_7.25x9.5_4C_PutnmExam.indd   1 5/23/14   12:22 PM

 John Asmodeo 
of Carmel

Christian Cote 
of Kent
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By David Propper 
Every year in May, there is a sea of white 

luminary bags on the track at Mahopac 
High School, a sign that Relay For Life 
has once again arrived in Putnam County. 

This year, while there still may be 
thousands of white bags lining the track, 
a portion of the track will also hold pink 
luminary bags in honor of a passionate 
Mahopac resident who lost her life to 
cancer earlier this year. 

RoseMarie Bunyea might have lost her 
battle to cancer, but her memory will still 
be on display with those pink bags this 

weekend when the American Cancer 
Society once again hosts Relay For Life, 
with the opening ceremony starting 
at noon on Saturday. The luminary 
ceremony will take place later at 9 p.m. 
and will hold special meaning for the 
family of Rose Bunyea. 

Rose’s husband, Jeff Bunyea, said he was 
“in tears” when he was told by organizer 
Tracey Walsh that pink bags would also 
be used this year. He added, it “meant the 
world to me.” 

Bunyea describes his late wife as 
someone who always had an upbeat 

outlook, even in grave times. Rose was 
even the honorary chair during Relay For 
Life in 2012 

“She’d take the shirt off her back for 
anybody, always helping people,” he said. 
“When she found out she had cancer she 
didn’t feel sorry for herself. She fought it 
head on.” 

Jeff Bunyea remembers how Rose 
walked into the infusion room when she 
was getting chemotherapy and “everybody 
would come alive. She was like the life of 
the party.”

“Everyone would be happy in a not so 
happy situation,” he added.

Rose was diagnosed with stage 1 breast 
cancer more than seven years ago, though 
it was later revealed to be stage 3. After a 
year of chemo, she was in remission for 
five years before it came back again. She 
lost her fight on January 20. Jeff Bunyea 
said there was a line out the door during 
her wake. 

Walsh, who once again organized 
the big event, said this year’s event and 

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Bus Drivers for the Mahopac school district show support for a Relay For Life group.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
The word RELAY is spelled out along Route 6 to remind drivers about one of  the biggest fundraisers in 
Mahopac this year.

Late Mahopac Resident to be Honored at Relay For Life with Pink

�G�o�i�n�g�	�a�b�o�v�e�	�a�n�d�	�b�e�y�o�n�d�	�y�o�u�r�	�h�i�g�h�e�s�t�	�E�x�p�e�c�t�a�t�i�o�n�s

�2�	�O�l�d�	�T�o�m�a�h�a�w�k�	�S�t�r�e�e�t�	�	�Y�o�r�k�t�o�w�n�	�H�e�i�g�h�t�s�,�	�N�Y�	�1�0�5�9�8
Cell: 914-263-1914 • Offi ce: 914-962-0007 • Fax: 914-962-0004

�T�e�r�e�s�a�	�A�n�n�	�M�c�M�a�n�u�s�,�	
�L�i�c�e�n�s�e�d�	�R�e�a�l�	�E�s�t�a�t�e�	�A�s�s�o�c�i�a�t�e�	�B�r�o�k�e�r�	

For information on these programs call 914-528-5600 • 1949 E Main St, Mohegan Lk, NY 
Nancy Brophy, Owner

Both Programs are registering now for September 2014

H H H H H H H H 

Summer Camp
Helping to build Healthy Bodies and Strong Minds.

Directors: Teodora Cepoi-Olympic Silver Medalist
Sorin Cepoi-Twice Olympic Competitor

Tom Brophy-Club Manager
914-528-5437

NYS Certified Cirruculum

We Are A School!

1/2 Day or Full Day 
Programs

Operating Hours 
7am to 6pm

www.tomthumbpreschool.com

914-528-5600

The Tom Thumb Campus • 1949 E. Main St.
Mohegan Lake NY • Nancy Brophy Owner/Director

For Ages 3.5 to 
9 years old
Hours: 9-3

Choose your own days
Before/After care 

Available

Summer 
Camp

914-528-5600

SUMMER CLASSES
Preschool, Recreational and Team 

Classes Available

For Ages 3-5 to 9 years old
Hours: 9 to 3

Choose your own days.

Stay & Play Club
Before (starting Sept. 2014) or 

After School Programs-
Open till 6pm for Lakeland 

Elementary school aged children

Before and After Care Available

  (Ages: 18 months as of Sept 1st and up)

continued on page 14

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
John Porter of  Kitch N’ Kaffe stands outside his business, which has purple covering his windows. Each 
year, he donates all the coffee needed for the event.
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By David Propper
Trends in fashion can change 

overnight and at a swift pace, but for 
Laura Rudovic Waters keeping up with 
the latest styles and designs are all part 
of owning a business.

Waters opened up Laura’s Boutique 
in the past couple weeks and it is a 
ladies collection store that has the 
hottest fashions including dresses, 
coats, bags, and shoes at competitive 
prices. Located along Route 52 in 
Carmel, Waters knows with summer 
coming up, so are all the biggest parties 
and types of celebration that her store 
can provide a stunning dress for anyone 
seeking it.

Getting in different inventory every 
two weeks, Waters tries to make all the 
necessary adjustments for her clients.

“I follow the trends of celebrities and 
what’s hot right now so I try to stay with 
the trends,” she said. “If you don’t see 
something this week, you come back 
next week, it probably will be here.” 

For instance, Waters said clutch 
purses are currently trendy, as well as 
sequin, lace, and glitter. She noted in 
2014, there are multiple fashions that 
women can sport, while it may have 
been more restrictive in past years. 

“I try to shop every two weeks, 

whenever I see someone wearing it in 
the news and I like it, I try to see where 
they got it,” Waters said.

So far, Waters called her experience 
of running her own place fun. As 
someone who enjoys meeting new 
people and styling them, this is what 
she’s always wanted to do.

Before owning her own place, she 

used to work the daily grind of getting 
to work at 9 a.m. and leaving at 5 p.m. 
at a bank. Because of that, Waters wasn’t 
spending as much time as she’d like to 
with her two young boys. 

Now, she’s able to bring her kids 
everywhere, including to work with 
her. 

It’s always been a dream of hers to 

open up a fashion boutique, but it did 
take some time to make it a reality. 
Besides working for a bank, Waters—
who came from Montenegro when she 
was nine-years-old—also worked as an 
assistant for accountants and lawyers, 
and also in management for a car 
dealership.

But regardless of the job, her passion 
and focus always came back to fashion. 
In high school Waters was involved in 
fashion shows, so eventually becoming 
part of the fashion scene seemed 
inevitable. 

“It took me awhile to open but I 
didn’t quit until I opened this place up,” 
Waters said. 

Waters has a variety of dresses 
for several different occasions and 
functions like proms, weddings, and 
beauty pageants. She also has dresses 
for working women who go to a job 
everyday.

“What I have is stuff you won’t find 
at the malls or bigger stores,” Waters 
said. “But if you come here style people 
personally and you’ll be the only one 
rocking that dress. It’s one of a kind.”

Laura’s Boutique is located at 229 
Route 52 in Carmel and its phone 
number is 1-845-520-8005.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Laura Rudovic Waters stands inside Laura’s Boutique, which opened a couple of  weeks ago. She has all 
the latest styles and fashion trends for women looking for that one of  a kind dress or accessory.

Laura’s Boutique 
Carmel

Business 

of the Week

By David Propper 

School Budgets: 
Throughout Putnam County last 

Tuesday night, all six school districts 
got its budgets approved. All budgets 
were under the state required tax cap 
this year.

The Mahopac school district got its 
budget passed easily with a 1,461-740 
vote and also got its proposition B 
passed that would result in the purchase 
of a school bus and/or van. 

In the Carmel school district, which 
faced a difficult budget season, voters 
still came out to support it. The margin 
was relatively close compared to other 
school systems with 987 voting in favor 
and 637 voting against.

As for the Haldane school system, 
which also had a tough budget season, 
voters approved the budget by 607-182 
margin and also the two propositions, 
which include $150,000 for a new bus 
and minivan and another proposition 
to create a repair reserve account that 
would be funded by the turf use fees. 

The Brewster school district got an 
overwhelming nod from voters with 
1,070 voting for the budget and only 497 
voting against. In the Putnam Valley 
school district, voters OK’d the budget 
by a 716-226 margin. And the Garrison 

school system also got approval for its 
budget with a 357-140 margin.
Board of Education:

Overall, there were five contested 
races in Putnam County for spots on 
the school boards. While the ballot 
might have shown uncontested races, 
write-in campaigns were waged in both 
Mahopac and Garrison.   

The Mahopac school system had two 
candidates come forward after former 
board president Ray Cote resigned and 
pulled his name out of contention for 
another term after he faced backlash for 
derogatory comments about a district 
parent and volunteer. Mahopac resident 
and parent Brian Mahoney pushed 
himself forward as a write-in candidate 
and was able to top another resident 
and district parent, Roger Bell, who 
was also holding a last minute write-in 
campaign. Mahoney gained 937 write-
in votes, while incumbents Michael 
Sclafani and Leslie Mancuso got 1,145 
votes and 1,106 votes, respectively to 
fill out the three open seats. Mahoney 
said afterward, “It’s very exciting. 
Politics is always something I knew I’d 
be involved with on certain levels. I was 
thinking about making a run in 2015 
on the school board and with the open 
seat I know that the time was right to 

do this.”
In the Carmel school district, 

incumbent Heyam Nesheiwat easily 
won a reelection campaign with 944 
votes and said she was “truly humbled 
and honored” to be elected once 
again. Meanwhile, Tara DeTurris just 
squeaked by Michelle Yorio edging her 
by two votes, 909-907. In an email, the 
winner, DeTurris said, “Michelle was 
a very tough competitor because of all 
the wonderful work she puts into our 
students and our community.  In the 
end we were both fighting for the same 
thing, and I know we will both work 
together and stay focused on our goal-
-The Students.  I am very excited to 
get started and look forward to joining 
the BOE team.” As for Yorio, she said 
over email, “My goal has always been 
to work with our district to ensure that 
we offer the best to our children and 
community.  Regardless of whether I 
won or lost, that goal has not changed 
and I will continue to work to benefit 
our schools.  I would like to thank 
everyone who supported me and I wish 
all the best to our new trustees.”  

In the Brewster school system, 
incumbent Alerta Kozma and 
newcomer Scott Dakin earned the two 
open seats. Dan Armstrong, who ran 
for the third time, was not able to turn 

his fortune around. As for the Haldane 
school district, current board member 
Peter Henderson topped challenger 
Cathy Sapeta. Henderson, over email 
said, “All I can say is I’m glad the 
election is over and pleased with the 
results.” Sapeta, who was lobbying 
against the Common Core in Albany 
last week, said she would consider 
running for a Board of Education 
trustee position again in the future, and 
reminds the community that every vote 
counts when it comes to handling the 
education and future of their children. 

“We have a very intelligent 
community and we are relying on our 
community to really raise our level of 
awareness. I think that each and every 
voter who came out is very important 
and I hope that everybody continues to 
vote because their vote does count,” she 
said. 

In Garrison, incumbents James 
Cannon and Diana Swinburne, who 
were both on the ballot, were able to 
top write-in candidate James Hoch for 
the two open seats. In Putnam Valley, 
the only uncontested race, Joseph 
Ferraro earned a seat. He was a former 
board member.  

Janine Bowen contributed to this 
report

School Budget and School Board Election Results in Putnam 
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Douglas Vance Bryde
Douglas Vance Bryde, of Mandeville, 

LA, died Monday, May 19, 2014. He was 
66 years old. Mr. Bryde was born January 
20, 1948 in Brooklyn, son of the late 
Douglas and Dorothy (Whalley) Bryde. 
Douglas was raised in Brewster and was 

a graduate of Brewster High School, 
Class of 1966. Doug was passionate about 
Brewster and had many fond memories 
that he liked to share with his friends. 
On December 9, 1983, Douglas married 
Shelley Hinman in Blowing Rock, NC, 
with friends and family supporting them. 
Besides his wife, Mr. Bryde is survived by 
his daughter, Sandra, his two grandsons, 
Blake and Daniel, and his sister, Mary C. 
Bryde. He was predeceased by his sister, 
Barbara Bryde Kniffen.

Daniel K. Waller
Daniel K. Waller, born on May 1, 1983, 

left us Tuesday morning, May 20. He will 
be missed greatly by his parents Barbara 
(Eglit) and William S. Waller II, his twin 
brother Bryan M., his brothers David M. 
and William S. III and his sister Amanda 
Taubl and many nieces and nephews.

Obituaries

As a former legislator and the first 
woman to serve on the Putnam County 
Legislature, I was really surprised at 
the recent actions of another woman 
legislator, Dini LoBue representing the 
town of Mahopac.

When you serve on the legislature, 
you learn to become a team player if you 
expect to accomplish anything for the 
good of the county.  Ms. LoBue seems 
to have her own agenda which is not in 
the best interest of the county.  Her No 
No No attitude is one of obstruction and 
she has  accomplished little, if anything 
while serving since 2009. I trust that her 
constituents will take a closer look at her 
voting record and may seek to replace 
herewith a more competent person,

At a May 13 legislative meeting her 
actions were so unprofessional against 
Vincent Tamagna. Mr. Tamagna has 
served this county as an outstanding 
legislator for 18 years. He has worn many 
hats, and has done his jobs perfectly.  
Ms. LoBue, you could not old a candle 
to him.  He recently became head of 
transportation. He had to re-organize a 
costly transportation service. Due to his 
tireless efforts, and many hours of unpaid 
labor, he transformed a failing system to 
a vibrant.  He has saved the county over a 
million dollars.

To help enhance revenue, he has asked 
for advertising on the busses.  Ms. LoBue, 
who knows nothing about running a 
business, assailed him.

I believe the voters of her district 
deserve better. In September there will 
be a Republican primary.  Ms. LoBue 
will face a vibrant, strong opponent 
with a business background, which is 
sorely needed by this legislature. Her 
opponent will be Amy Sayegh who is very 
well known for her non-profit business 
Community Cares.

I personally will use all my efforts 
to defeat the re-election of Ms. LoBue, 
because I think the county deserves better.

Marie Zarcone
Town of Putnam Valley 

Prom and graduation are meant to be 
enjoyable and memorable experiences. 
However, there are also many pressures 
associated with prom and other 
celebratory events. Students are expected 
to dance and attend post- prom activities 
(often not chaperoned) with peers that 
they do not know very well.

To deal with this stress or to feel the 
need to meet peer pressures, many teens 
turn to alcohol and/or other drugs. Use of 
these substances can result in your child 
doing things that they normally would 
not do, including making questionable 
choices about sexual behavior, as well as 
other behaviors that put their health and 
safety at risk.

Prior to prom night or a graduation 
party, parents are encouraged to:

Discuss the dangers of alcohol and other 
drug use (marijuana and prescription 
drugs) with their child. Make sure you 
know who is driving to/from both 

the prom/graduation and after-prom/
graduation event. Make sure you know 
what your child’s plans are for both the 
prom and after-prom/graduation. Offer 
your child the unconditional option of 
calling or texting you at anytime.

Tell your child what to do in case 
of a medical emergency (ex: alcohol 
poisoning). Tell your child to never get 
in a car with a driver who has consumed 
alcohol and/or other drugs.

If your child comes home intoxicated 
after prom or graduation party, parents 
are encouraged to:

Immediately attend to the health of 
your child. Find out what they consumed 
and how much of it they took. Don’t let 
your child fall asleep. It is possible that 
they could vomit while sleeping and 
choke. Call 911 if need be ... it is better to 
be safe than sorry!

Every town in Putnam County has 
passed legislation entitled Social Host 

Liability Law. These local laws make it 
a misdemeanor to “host, suffer, permit, 
organize, or allow a party, gathering or 
event at his or her place of residence...
where three or more minors are present 
and alcoholic beverages are being 
consumed by any minor.” In other words, 
it is illegal for anyone to host a party at 
their home and allow underage drinking 
to occur. This misdeamenor crime is 
punishable by up to one year in jail and/
or a $3000 fine.

Members of the Putnam County CTC 
Coalition are available if you have any 
questions or would like for us to do a 
presentation to your organization on 
this or any other substance abuse trends 
that affect our children. Please call the 
National Council on Alcoholism & Other 
Drug Dependencies of Putnam at 845-
225-4646, Ext. 13 for information and/or 
referral. 
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914-864-0878
www.TheExaminerNews.com

To advertise in The Examiner, 
call 914-864-0878

or e-mail 
advertising@theexaminernews.com

Adam Stone
astone@theexaminernews.com
Publisher

Laura Markowski
lmarkowski@theexaminernews.com
Associate Publisher

Peter Stone
pstone@theexaminernews.com 
Chief  Financial Officer

David Propper
dpropper@theexaminernews.com
Editor-in-Chief 

Neal Rentz
nrentz@theexaminernews.com
Reporter

Ray Gallagher
rgallagher@theexaminernews.com
Sports Editor

Nikki Gallagher
nikki@theexaminernews.com
Community Calendar Editor

Bill Primavera
bprimavera@theexaminernews.com
Real Estate Editor

Dean Pacchiana
dpacchiana@theexaminernews.com
Page Designer

Dina Spalvieri
dspalvieri@theexaminernews.com
Ad Designer

Jeff  Ohlbaum
johlbaum@theexaminernews.com
Senior Account Executive

Corinne Stanton
cstanton@theexaminernews.com
Media Consultant

Member of

Examiner
 M E D I A

Examiner
The NORTHERN WESTCHESTER

also publishes 

Examiner
The PUTNAM

The Examiner

Examiner
WHITE PLAINSThe

Letter To The Editor

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best 
to print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are  
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on the 
discretion of the editor. Please 
refrain from personal attacks. Email 
letters to Editor David Propper at  
dpropper@theexaminernews.com.  
The Putnam Examiner requires all 
letter writers provide their name, 
address and contact information.

Letters Policy

LoBue Criticized by Former Putnam Legislator

Underage Drinking and Drug Prevention During Prom & Graduation Season
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Across
1. Loud mountain in winter
8. To the point
11. Golden
12. Guanabara Bay city
13. Spoiled
14. Grade A item
15. ___ House Grille
17. Legal eagle org.
20. Helped
23. Rescind
25. Debunked
26. Ballpark fig.
27. Golfer’s transport
28. “___-Pan” (1966 novel)
29. Side in many a western
36. Deviate
37. Relatives
38. Pompous fool
39. “Bingo!”

Down
1. Marble for shooters
2. Tint
3. Roman pot....
4. Take-home
5. Pat, a wound for example
6. When a flight is due in: Abbr.
7. Soccer send off
8. Rings of color
9. Dumps
10. Fit (out)
16. “Last Time I Saw ___” (Diana 

Ross song)
17. Professional
18. Freight lineup
19. Live-in workers
20. On the line
21. Flock formation
22. Herbicide
24. Neither here __ there
28. A caddy might hold it
30. Snap shot
31. “I’d like to buy ---, Pat!”
32. Ozone depleter, for short
33. Like jalapeno peppers
34. Right angled letter
35. Blue yonder

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 14

Jangles is an intelligent  
girl who loves to snuggle!   

Visit Her At:  

845-225-7777  

TheÊPutnam   
HumaneÊSocietyÊ

PetÊofÊtheÊWeekÊ
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This week, just when I 
thought I had finished my 
checklist of things my clients 
Diane and Don had to do prior 
to the listing of their home and 
the brokers’ open house, Don 
mentioned that he would paint 
the front door.

Embarrassed that it was one 
item I hadn’t thought was really 
needed, I said yes, but then, Don 
is such a perfectionist.

But, wait, what color would he 
paint it? White, he responded, 
the same color it already 
was. Then it dawned on me. 
Why hadn’t I thought of it? 
Color pundits and feng shui 
consultants say that a front door should 
never, ever be painted white. It’s a cardinal 
rule. The theory is that the door should 
relate to the landscape in some way, and 
pure white is rarely found in nature.

Would you consider making a big 
change with that, I asked? 

I suggested a color that I always 
recommend to my clients: red and a 
specific red, Benjamin Moore Burgundy. 
I’ve done much research on the 
psychology and the feng shui of painting 
a front door red that could take several 
articles to relate, but let me give you the 
rundown in abbreviated form.

The psychology of the color red is that 

it conveys passion, interest, 
vitality and is welcoming. There 
is a long-forgotten tradition 
in early American travel that 
bears this out. When lodging 
was sparse in horse and carriage 
days, families who were willing 
to welcome traveling families 
into their homes to spend 
the night would signify that 
message by painting their doors 
red. 

In Biblical times, the Hebrew 
slaves were instructed to smear 
blood of a lamb on their front 
doors to protect their first born 
from the angel of death. And in 
early Catholic churches, doors 

were painted red to represent the blood of 
Christ; passing through the door meant 
that you were on holy ground.

In Scotland, homeowners paint their 
front door red to signify that they had 
paid off their mortgage. And someplace I 
read that a study revealed that people who 
live behind a red door are the happiest. (Is 
that skewed in my mind in some way to 
those who had paid off their mortgage, I 
wonder?)

Of course, all this reflection about a 
front door’s color is only academic if the 
door itself is not in good condition.

The front door can be the key to a 
home’s personality, either reflecting 

the condition of the space within or 
contradicting it. A beautiful, sturdy door 
with quality hardware greets the visitor 
with a confident hello; a weathered door, 
perhaps out of alignment, with old or 
poorly functioning hardware, conveys 
something quite different about the 
house, something unappealing.

Just as a person is judged within a 
few seconds of a first meeting, a house 
is judged in great part by the condition, 
functionality and look of its front door. 
When showing properties to prospective 
buyers, I’m always surprised to find when 
owners have upgraded an older home 
but have not paid proper attention to the 
front door and its hardware.

If the door is warped, and if the hardware 
is tarnished and in poor working order, 
the entire house can seem outdated. Just 
slapping a fresh coat of paint on it won’t 
solve the problem. So consider the door 
first, then the color. While the front door 
serves to withstand the elements, help 
toward energy efficiency and provide 
protection for the home, visitors react to 
it aesthetically or even psychologically. If 
the door is attractive and in good shape, 
that perception extends to the entire 
household--and to its owner as well. 

For those of you with a bent toward 
feng shui, you know that the front door 
is the main source of a house’s energy. But 
practically and simply put for both curb 

appeal and resale value, spruce up the 
front door and, in a sense, you have a new 
home. Paint it red and you have a home 
run on every level.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of The Home Guru and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

My Personal Campaign to Paint Every Front Door Red

According to many traditions and feng shui 
consultants, front doors are best painted red.

BIG THINGS
ARE IN THE
WORKS AT 

PCTV
FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN PARTICIPATE  
AND/OR DONATE TO HELP BUILD A 
BETTER COMMUNITY FOR EVERYONE  
AT PCTV76.ORG.
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 CA$H for Junk Cars
$$$$$

Safe and Legal Way to  
Recycle your Vehicle
Certificated Scale - 

License  # 7087068
Call Brian at 845 206-3054

When a stroke hits, the clock starts 
ticking: If patients get the right 
treatment within the next few hours, 
it can make all the difference in their 
chances for recovery. Many people 
don’t realize that we have really 
effective treatments for stroke. 

Time is of the essence and knowing 
the symptoms of stroke is crucial. 
The National Stroke Association has 
come up with the easy-to-remember 
acronym FAST: 

F is for face, or facial drooping. Ask 
the person to smile: Does one side of 
the smile droop?

A is for arms. Can the person lift 
both arms overhead? Is there any 
numbness or weakness?

S is for speech. Ask the person to 
repeat a simple phrase and listen 
for slurred or strange sounding 
pronunciation.

T is for time, which is a reminder 
that if you see any of these signs, you 
should call 911 immediately.

Understanding who is at risk can 
also help you be prepared. People 
who are overweight, have a history 
of high blood pressure or cholesterol, 
heart disease, diabetes, or smoking 
have a greater risk of stroke. Risk can 
increase as we age, though doctors 
see stroke patients under 50 all the 
time. Heavy drinking and drug use 
can also trigger a stroke.

The good news is that emergency 
department doctors have 
medications that can stop and even 
help undo stroke damage. Northern 
Westchester Hospital is a New York 
State-designated Stroke Center 
which means we’re able to diagnose 
and quickly treat patients. Once a 
patient has been diagnosed and the 
medical history has been checked, 
doctors can administer medications 

to bust up the clot in the brain that is 
triggering the stroke symptoms and 
loss of function. 

More and more patients are able to 
make a strong recovery due to early 
treatment and good rehabilitation 
services. Everyone needs to keep 
FAST in mind and think stroke if 
they see symptoms—that message 
can’t be emphasized enough. While 
some 800,000 people suffer a stroke 
each year in the United States, only 
about 5 percent get drug treatment in 
time.

Dr. Akira Todo is a Neurologist and 
the Medical Director of the Stroke 
Program at Northern Westchester 
Hospital. He was named Physician 
of the Year at NWH’s 2013 annual 
Physician Dinner. Under his guidance, 
Northern Westchester Hospital was 
designated as a Stroke Center by the 
New York State Health Department, 
and has received the Get With The 
Guidelines® Stroke Gold Plus Quality 
Achievement Award (GWTG–Stroke) 
by the American Stroke Association. 
NWH was also recognized as a 
recipient of the Target: Stroke 
Honor Roll by the American Heart 
Association for improving stroke care. 
Visit www.nwhc.net/strokecenter to 
learn more.

Recognizing Stroke Symptoms: Struck by Stroke... Act FAST

Dr. Akira Todo, Neurologist 
Director, Stroke Program 

Northern Westchester Hospital

continued from page 6
in the community, with recent members 
of Troop 41 installing a scoreboard at the 
town park for little league and installing a 
horse shoe pit at the town senior center. 
Donnelly noted that, as the Eagle Scouts 
continue to do more for the community, 
the community continues to support the 
boys. Many local organizations will jump 
at the opportunity to help an aspiring 
Eagle Scout complete his project, by 
making donations, and town officials, 
including Town Supervisor Robert 
Tendy, as well as the Town Board and 
Board of Education frequently honor the 
achievement at meetings. 

“I think that word has gotten around 
as to how supportive scouts are of the 
community and that is kind of coming 
back now where the community is 
supporting those scouts,” said Donnelly.

Putnam Eagle Scouts

SMAll
NewS 

IS 
BIG NewS
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Last week my 
Uncle Charlie 
passed away 
peacefully at age 93. 
Below, in his honor, 
I’m reprising a past 
column describing 
our wine-making 
adventure and 
the accompanying 
family history.

“It’s time.” The call from Uncle Charlie 
that I had been anticipating came last 
Thursday. The grapes that we had crushed 
13 days ago have reached the ideal level of 
fermentation. The grapes are now ready to 
be “pressed.”

As I arrive at Uncle Charlie’s, I eagerly 
begin my assignments as his apprentice. 

But this year is going to be different. 
As we don our aprons and gloves, he 

informs me that he has decided 
that, after a half century, this will be 
his last year making wine. “Are you 
ready to assume the mantle of family 
winemaker next year?” he asks. 

I have been anticipating this 
question since last year, when 
he intimated that he wasn’t 
sure how long his (still healthy) 
octogenarian body could 
continue. I was eager to carry on 

the centuries-old family 
tradition, but unsure if I 
had acquired the necessary 
skills at Uncle Charlie’s 
apron strings.

I had decided that my 
performance during the 
2009 winemaking season 
would be the determining 
factor. If, upon its conclusion, I felt 
comfortable with my acquired skills and 
could make the long-term commitment, I 
would carry on. The moment of truth had 
arrived. 

But first, on to the tasks at hand. 
I carefully watch and listen at the side 

of the master craftsman. Unexpectedly, 
chapters of our family history emerge. At 
each step, as I engage in the manual, labor-
intensive aspects of the winemaking, I find 
myself ruminating on the historical and 
emotional significance present in the tools 
and vessels I am working with. 

The first task is the preparation of the 
oak barrel used to store the fermented 

grape juice. Uncle Charlie 
shares its history with me; I 
find myself evolving into the 
willing family historian. This 

particular barrel has been 
in use since Grandpa’s 

cousin Nick started 
making wine in the 

States over 60 years ago. 
His legacy is carried on 
in this inanimate object, 
which suddenly takes on 
a historical and emotional 
attachment for me.

The second step entails 
the transferring of the juice 
from the holding tanks to 

the barrel. Over 75 percent of the juice 
was extracted through the crush. We use 
metal pots to drain the juice and transfer 
it to the barrel. These two copper pots were 
handcrafted in Italy for my grandmother 
as soon as her husband sent word from the 
States that, after 14 intermittent years, she 
and her four children would be reunited 
with him. Unsure of what awaited her in 
the States, but certain that she needed to 
provide food for her family, this devoted, 
asthma-afflicted woman felt that the most 
important assets for her transatlantic trip 
were cooking utensils. Again inanimate 
objects take on a historical and emotional 
attachment.

On to the third step, the pressing of the 
fermented grape pulp and skins. The last 
25 percent of juice extraction consumes 
75 percent of the time commitment (and 
effort) this day. I transfer the crushed grapes 
to an ancient press, a good portion of which 
was handcrafted by my grandfather, and 
manually squeeze out the remaining juice. 

We use a battered, well worn funnel for this 
transfer. Uncle Charlie shares its history 
with me; I continue my evolution into the 
willing family historian. My grandfather 
was a gifted craftsman who was never able 
to ply his talent in the States. However, 
he handcrafted the exquisite object of 
art that I was now holding in my hand to 
assist in winemaking. Another inanimate 
object takes on a historical and emotional 
attachment.

Our labors completed, I sit down with 
Uncle Charlie, over lunch prepared by Aunt 
Terry, to recap the day and to consider his 
proposal. He looks at me with anticipation. 
I look back at him with trepidation. Filled 
with the emotions evoked by my trip back 
in time, I break the ice. “I’m ready” I declare 
with certainty.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 15 years he has conducted 
wine tastings and lectures. He also offers 
personalized wine tastings and wine 
travel services. Nick’s credo: continuous 
experimenting results in instinctive behavior. 
You can reach him at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on Twitter @
sharingwine.

In Memoriam: Uncle Charlie and His Wine Tradition
You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
By Nick Antonaccio

‘I will carry 
on the legacy’

Gone Before Arrival: Incoming Mahopac Super Pulls Back
Kopicki pulling back. “I couldn’t quite 
figure it out. I thought all the pieces were 
in place.”

Manko, while admittedly an outsider 
to the process, said he thought the board 
worked diligently to find a new leader for 
the district, including hiring the use of a 
consultant. He said he was looking forward 
to working with Kopicki as he transitioned 
into the new job.

Manko deferred all specific questions of 
the process to the board. Sclafani did not 
return emails seeking comment. 

The board said in its statement it plans 
to meet with the search consultant this 
week to discuss its options moving forward 
with the search process for the next 
superintendent. Manko didn’t give a clear 
answer whether he would possibly stay 
with the district any longer until a new 
superintendent was found. 

Manko, who already had his retirement 
party on May 1, said he has a job offer from 
a Parochial school in upstate New York and 
“has to move forward with my personal 
agenda.”

The Mahopac school district has had 

a school year riddled with bad news. In 
February, a graduate of the high school 
David Diachenko crashed his car into the 
high school building, dying from injuries 
sustained. In March, eight Mahopac 
students were suspended for sending out 
racist tweets over social media during 

and after a Mahopac and Mount Vernon 
basketball game. As a result, former head 
coach Kevin Downes resigned. And finally 
in May, former school board president Ray 
Cote resigned after he made derogatory 
comments about a district parent and 
volunteer. 

continued from page 1

the push for more people and overall 
awareness has been heightened with 
the help of numerous businesses and 
residents in the community. 

This year, she hopes to again raise 
roughly $250,000 and noted in 15 years 
the event has raised about $4 million. 

She said so many businesses have taken 
on the duty to help the event by donating 
time and resources to the cause. She said it 
makes her proud to go down the Route 6 
and witness all the businesses with purple 
colored on their storefront. 

The Greater Mahopac-Carmel 
Chambers of Commerce CEO Mike Bucci 
said the Mahopac community has rallied 
around many great causes and Relay For 

Life is just another example of that strong 
spirit. 

“Every small business owner wants to 
belong to something,” he said. “And they 
want to give back whether it’s money or 
time and in this case you don’t have to 
give tons of money, you just have to relay.”

As for Walsh, who lost her father to 
cancer and is a cancer survivor herself, 
she is ready to raise money and elevate 
the hope of those in the community 
battling the deadly disease while also 
remembering those who lost their lives 
to it.

“This makes me determined to keep 
organizing the relay and keep raising 
money because these are not just names 
to me,” she said. “These are people that I 
care about.”

Honored at Relay For Life
continued from page 6

Crossword Answers
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The Putnam County Land Trust 
(PCLT) is looking for volunteers for a 
work party on Sunday, June 1.  From 9 a.m. 
to noon, volunteers will be gathering to 
do trail work at the Robert and Josephine 
Koestner Preserve.  The Koestner Preserve 
is a 1.68 acre wooded parcel that sits along 
the east bank of the Peekskill Hollow 
Brook on White Road in Putnam Valley.  
This trail work gathering will be special for 
a couple of reasons. First of all, it will be 
an early nod to National Trail Day which 
takes place on June 7.  It will also be the 
first time PCLT will endeavor to gather all 
our volunteer expertise together at once 
to accomplish a “Trail Blitz.” We will be 
working on boundary posting, habitat 
restoration, trail design and any other task 
it might take to get a new preserve up and 
running. Join us for the whole morning (or 
just an hour if that is all you can spare) to 
get the Koestner Preserve up and running 
and to help us celebrate National Trail Day.  
Please call us at 845-278-2808 or contact 
us by emailing volunteer@pclt.net.  Hope 
to see you at the “Blitz.”

Ongoing 
Story Time and Program Schedule

Monday 11 a.m. - Babies and Books 
Program for ages 3 months + 4:30 p.m.-
6 p.m.-Homework Help Tuesday 4:30 
p.m.-6 p.m.-Homework Help.  www.
brewsterlibrary.org
Wednesday

10:30 a.m. - Drop in stories and crafts 
for ages 3-5, 4:30-6 pm-Homework Help, 
5:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m.-Chess Class. www.
brewsterlibrary.org
Friday

11 a.m. - Stories & Puppets for ages 2-5. 
www.brewsterlibrary.org
Saturday

11:30 am - Picture Books for ages 2-5. 
www.brewsterlibrary.org

Music with Marlana: 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. at Reed Memorial Library.  Children 
ages 3 through 6 have fun singing, dancing 
and playing instruments.

Save the Date: 
Saturday, June 13

Mass in Honor of St. Anthony (in 
Italian) Sponsored by the Italian 
American Club of Mahopac at 7:30 p.m. 
St. John the Evangelist Church 225 East 
Lake Boulevard, Mahopac. Celebrant:  Fr. 
John DeBellis. Procession,  reception with 
blessed bread & raffle will be held after the 
mass. For further info call Bee Cefaloni 
(845-628-7175)

Tuesday, May 27 
Medicare 101:  6:30 p.m. at Reed 

Memorial Library.  This workshop will 
explain the ins and outs of Medicare.  
Valuable information to those entering 
Medicare as well as those who are already 
on Medicare.  Call the library to register 

845-225-2439.

Thursday, May 29 
Little Bug, Big Problem: A Closer 

Look at Lyme Disease:  This informative 
and timely workshop is presented by 
Kenneth B. Liegner, M.D., P.C., Internal 
and Critical Care Medicine, Lyme 
Borreliosis & Related Disorders.  Topics 
will include: Lyme disease and other tick 
borne diseases, rise in Lyme cases each 
year, how Lyme is diagnosed and how 
to recognize the symptoms, the effects 
of Lyme on different parts of your body, 
the possibility of debilitating problems if 
Lyme is left untreated, and how to keep 
your family safe. Registration for this free 
Lyme seminar is required; register online 
at www.mahopaclibrary.org, or call 845-
628-2009, ext 100.

The Tri-State IBM Retirees Club 
Meeting: 1:30 p.m. at the meeting hall of 
the United Methodist Church, 1176 E. 
Main St, Shrub Oak, NY.  The scheduled 
speaker is Pat Micek, Attorney, who will 
guide us on Estate Planning and Trusts. 
Reservations for June Luncheon will be 
taken at this meeting.  Pay-in-Advance 
tickets $7 each; guests $10; “at the door” 
tickets $10. Refreshments and sign-in at 
1pm. New members welcome. Annual 
dues will be accepted. Information: 914-
528-5916.

Young Women of the Professional 
Women of Putnam Launch with Panel 
of Prominent Women Leaders:  First 
Meeting will Take Place at the Michael T. 
Weber Community Auditorium at Putnam 
Hospital Center Professional Women of 
Putnam (PWP), the leading networking 
organization for enterprising women in 
Putnam County, announces the launch of 
Young Women of the PWP (YWPWP). 
The organization’s tagline, “A Girl Can’t Be 
What a Girl Can’t See,” represents the new 
group’s mission, which is to expose young 
women to the victories and challenges of 
entrepreneurship. The Young Women 
of the PWP (YWPWP) connects high 
school girls with established women in 
the Putnam business community, who can 
share real stories and best practices about 
succeeding in business. The panel line 
up for May 29th will be: Putnam County 
Executive, MaryEllen Odell, Donna 
Massaro, Chef and small business owner of 
the Freight House Café, Dr. Anita Gupta of 
Northern Medical Specialists, Mary Dery 
Staff Scientist at BASF and Kim Maglietta 
International Sales Assistant, The Jones 
Group. The panel will be moderated by 
Lisa Kaslyn of Prosper Communications. 
Space is limited so be sure to register to 
secure your spot. There is no admission 
fee for this educational community service 
event. To Register please visit www.
professionalwomenofputnam.com

Saturday, May 31

2014 Inguinal Putnam County Blues 
& Jazz Festival: Hosted by the Putnam 
Valley Parks and Recreation. Putnam 
Valley Town Park. Noon-6 p.m. Food, 
vendors, music and fun for all ages.  Info 
on bands visit pvpr.com. To become a 
vendor contact Sherry at 845-526-3292.  

Tail Wagging Tutors: Kids read to 
trained dogs 1 to 3 pm at Reed Memorial 
Library.  Please call the library to reserve a 
time, 845-225-2439.  

Sunday, June 1 
Art: A Lifelong Journey – celebrating 

working artists 75 and over - opening 
Reception and awards at Putnam Arts 
Council/Belle Levine Art Center, 521 
Kennicut Hill rd., Mahopac. Exhibit on 
view through 6/22 Tues – Fri 11 a.m. – 3 
p.m., Sun 1p.m.-4 p.m. or by apt. 

Back to the Garden 1969 - The 
Woodstock Experience Celebrating the 
45th Anniversary of Woodstock:  3 p.m. 
(special time) Enjoy classic rock and folk 
favorites of the Woodstock era.  This live 
performance will feature the music of Janis 
Joplin, Joe Cocker, Crosby, Stills, Nash 
& Young, Richie Havens, The Who, The 
Band, Canned Heat, The Grateful Dead, 
Melanie, Ten Years After, Arlo Guthrie, 
Jefferson Airplane, Country Joe & The 
Fish, Jimi Hendrix, and much more! The 
Back to the Garden 1969 concert at the 
Library is sponsored and hosted by the 
Friends of Mahopac Public Library. Due 
to the popularity of this band, reservations 
are required. You will be asked to show 
your confirmation code in order to be 
admitted to this concert. To register click 
here, or call 845-628-2009, ext 100.

Monday, June 2 
Weight Loss Seminar:  Get ready for 

summer! Join us for a free Weight Loss 
Program: Simple Weight Loss Made Easy. 
5:30 p.m. Safe & Effective Weight Loss 
Presented by Wellness Consultant, Dr. 
Donna Restivo, DC. Call 914 219 1229 to 
Register. Seating Is Limited!

Donations Needed: The First 
Presbyterian Church of Mahopac 
Country Auction. Rain or shine, on 
August 2, at 61 Bryant Pond Road, 
Putnam Valley, NY, proceeds to benefit the 
restoration and preservation of the church 
and other related buildings. There will be a 
live auction and a silent auction. Donations 
are requested for items including cars 
in running condition, tools, furniture 
and other home furnishings (please no 
mattresses, old TVs, other older electronics 
or clothing,) household appliances, 
musical instruments, books (no textbooks 
or encyclopedias,) services, attraction 
passes, tickets to entertainment and sports 
events, sports and other memorabilia, 
restaurant certificates, jewelry, gift cards 
and more.   Your contribution may be 
tax deductible, depending on your tax 

situation, and would be very much 
appreciated. Donors of items for our silent 
auction will be listed in the event program 
as well as on the Facebook page for “First 
Presbyterian Church Country Auction” 
and the merchandise you donate will be 
on display throughout the event. Please 
call 845-528-4565 to arrange for free 
local pickup of donated items. For more 
information please call 845-628-2365 or 
email  presby411@verizon.net.

Living Well Workshop Leader Training:  
If you enjoy helping people, don’t mind 
speaking in front of small groups, and want 
to be part of a community- wide “wellness” 
initiative, this free training could be for 
you! No experience or healthcare training 
necessary. Leader training dates are June 
2, 3, 9, and 10, from 8:30 a.m. -4:30 p.m. 
at Putnam Hospital Center, Stoneleigh 
Avenue, Carmel. Pre-registration and 
attendance all four days required. For 
training details and registration, contact 
Cornelia Schimert at 914-666-7616 ext. 
235 or Mary White at 845 -808-1734. This 
is a unique volunteer experience  which 
provides information and strategies for 
health  that can benefit anyone, and is 
an opportunity to “make a difference” in 
the community. The training is part of a 
larger initiative sponsored by The Putnam 
County Department of Health, The 
Putnam Office for Aging, Putnam Hospital 
and Visiting Nurse Association of Hudson 
Valley.

Kent Seniornet Classes Begin: Computer 
classes and Workshops beginning.  Kent 
Library. Special interest will be classes 
on the IPad and IPhone. You must bring 
your own however and Introduction to 
Computers. Workshops including Twitter 
and Using the Many Library’s Resources, 
Life Bio, Windows Live Photo Gallery and 
Microsoft OneDrive (cloud storage & File 
Sharing)  Registration is required.  For 
more information call (845) 306-5535 or 
view our Web at www.kentseniornet.com

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks 

prior to your event and include the words “Happenings 
Calendar Submission” in your email subject line. Entries 

should be sent to Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.

Advertise in 
The Examiner. 
Call 864-0878 today!

get 
NOTICED!

Advertise in
The Putnam

Examiner
Call 914-864-0878 today!
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 052714
adoption
Adopt: Devoted loving couple wishes to 
adopt newborn into secure home filled 
with care, love & happiness. Expenses 
Paid. Anthony/Tim, call 855.975.4792, 
text 917.991.0612, www.anthonyand-
tim.com.

Loving married couple longs to adopt 
newborn. We'll provide a beautiful life, 
unconditional love, opportunites & se-
curity. Excpenses paid. Tricia & Don 
anytime at 1-800-348-1748. https://
donandtriciaadopt.shutterfly.com/

auctions
SULLIVAN COUNTY REAL PROP-
ERTY TAX FORECLOSURE AUC-
TION: 300+/-  Properties† June 11+12 
@ 10AM. Held at The Sullivan, Route 
17 Exit 109. 800-243-0061 AAR, Inc. 
& HAR, Inc. Free brochure: www.
NYSAuctions.com

FULTON & HAMILTON COUNTY, 
NY REAL PROPERTY TAX FORE-
CLOSURE AUCTION- June 18th @ 
11AM Held Holiday Inn Johnstown, NY 
800-292-7653. HAR Inc. Free brochure: 
www.HAROFF.com

BUY OR SELL AT AARAUCTIONS.
COM. Contents of homes, businesses, 
vehicles and real estate.  Bid NOW! 
AARauctions.com Lights, Camera, 
Auction. No longer the best kept secret.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

EvEnts
RINALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM Ev-
ery Sunday Weather Permitting 900 
Dutchess Turnpike (rt44) Poughkeep-
sie NY. Free Admission, Parking, Great 
Food, Bargains. Vendors Wanted! RIN-
ALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM See You 
There!

Financial
REVERSE MORTGAGES -Draw all 
eligible cash out of your home & elimi-
nate mortgage payments. Seniors† 62+! 
Government insured. Free 26 page 
catalog. FHA/VA loans also available. 
1-888-660-3033 All Island Mortgage. 
NMLS#3740.

HEaltH
IF YOU USED THE BLOOD THIN-
NER PRADAXA and suffered internal 
bleeding, hemorrhaging, required hos-
pitalization or a loved one died while 

taking Pradaxa between October 2010 
and the present. You may be entitled to 
compensation. Call Attorney Charles H. 
Johnson 1-800-535-5727

HElp wantEd
BUNGE MANAGEMENT SERVICES, 
INC. seeks a full-time Quantitative 
Risk Manager in White Plains, New 
York responsible for supervising the 
development of models and methodolo-
gies for pricing and measuring risks and 
ensuring quantitative models and valu-
ation techniques are translating market, 
credit and operational risks accurately; 
developing models and methodolo-
gies for pricing and measuring risks in 
the agricultural commodity industry; 
testing pricing models and risk meth-
odologies and updating as required; 
analyzing historical measurements, as-
sessing hypothetical performance of 
proposed strategies and effectiveness of 
hedges; reviewing reports and recon-
ciliations to ensure they meet standards 
and accurately reflect performance and 
risks; monitoring advances in market 
and credit risk models and proposing 
changes to current methodology; re-
viewing and validating credit risk mod-
els such as probabilities of default (PD) 
and loss given default (LGD); providing 
independent review and validation of 
internal rating scorecard methodologies 
for both PD and LGD ratings; closely 
working with other teams within Credit 
to provide regular ongoing model per-
formance assessments, rating analysis 
and override monitoring; reviewing 
analysis results with senior manage-
ment and providing recommendations.
Position requires a Ph.D. degree in Ap-
plied Mathematics, Statistics, Econom-
ics, Finance or a closely related field and 
two years experience as a Quantitative 
Risk Analyst or closely related position 
in the agricultural commodity industry, 
experience to include 2 years of quan-
titative research, application of statisti-
cal skills, including hypothesis testing, 
regression and cointegration analyses, 
working with credit risk models and sta-
tistical packages (e.g., MATLAB, SAS, or 
R).  Approximately 5-10% international 
travel required.   Send resume to Emily 
Abrams via facsimile to 914-467-5484.

BUNGE MANAGEMENT SERVIC-
ES, INC. seeks a full-time Global Fi-
nance SAP and EDM/SRM Applica-
tions Manager in White Plains, New 
York to participate in a global Finance 
transformation program and act as the 
single point of IT contact for Finance 
stakeholders, providing advice, techni-
cal support and guidance on IT solu-
tions.  Specific duties include coordinat-
ing across other IT groups, both internal 
and external (such as infrastructure and 
application groups that provide data 
to the risk applications); coordinating 

/ managing resources outside of direct 
reporting lines as well as resources with 
direct reporting lines; managing vendor/
consulting relationships; building gov-
ernance approach to coordinate stan-
dardization in FICO and other finance 
modules across the operating company 
IT teams; managing the integration 
across the OpCos for FICO and EDM/
SRM in a way that balances global and 
local priorities; integrating into global 
programs that are already in –flight; 
building standardized support process-
es without disrupting program process 
and ensure stability and efficiency once 
the program in complete; managing de-
pendencies with in-flight SAP programs 
in the OpCos which are a foundational 
priority; building processes that ensure 
appropriate decision making, while 
minimizing overhead for the operating 
company’s IT teams; and building lev-
eraged services, starting with maturity 
level 1 processes; and defining continu-
ous improvement plans to raise the ma-
turity levels of processes over time.  The 
position requires a Bachelor’s degree in 
Business Administration or equivalent 
combination of education, training or 
experience as determined by a qualified 
evaluation service and five years experi-
ence as a Manager of IT Applications or 
Project Manager (SAP), experience to 
include five years of the following: Glob-
al SAP R/3 Implementation and or/sup-
port; Finance IT support; organization-
al change management; working with 
large global corporations to transform 
the Finance function; BW reporting; 
and SAP Methodology for Implementa-
tions methodology.  The position also 
requires SAP certification and approxi-
mately 30% domestic and international 
travel.  Send resume to Emily Abrams 
via facsimile to 914-467-5484.

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED 
OR SETTLED? Contact Woodford 
Brothers Inc, for straightening, leveling, 
foundation and wood frame repairs at 
1-800-OLD-BARN. www.woodford-
bros.com. "Not applicable in Queens 
county"

HomEs For salE
MODULARHOMEBROKERS.COM 
14 models on display, Starting at $59 per 
square foot. Pricing includes delivery, 
crane, set and tax. 848-240-7040

lawn and GardEn
PRIVACY HEDGES- Blowout SALE 6 
foot Arborvitae (cedar) Regular: $129 
NOW: $59 FREE installation/FREE 
delivery Call TODAY Limited supply: 
518-536-1367 www.lowcosttrees.com 
Beautiful & Nursery Grown. 

miscEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 

MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD:  
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-
578-1363 Ext.300N

out oF statE rEal EstatE
Delaware's Resort Living Without Re-
sort Pricing! Low Taxes! Gated Com-
munity, Close to Beaches, Amazing 
Amenities, Olympic Pool. New Homes 
from $80's! Brochures available 1-866-
629-0770 orwww.coolbranch.com.

Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ man-
ufactured home community. 4.4 miles 
to the beach, 2 miles to the riverfront 
district. Homes starting at $39,000. 772-
581-0080, www.beach-cove.com.

sErvicEs
WET BASEMENTS MADE BONE 
DRY PERMANENTLY! 100% guar-
anteed. Toxic basement (black) mold 
removal. The Basement Man. 315-488-
2762, 315-414-6561. Member BBB. 
Since 1963. Free Estimates, Senior Dis-
counts.

vacation rEntals
MID-COAST MAINE. YEAR-ROUND 
Get-A-Way. $150./night. Spectacular 
2100' Lakefront. 70 Park-like Acres. 
Many activities, 1 BR, Sleeps 4. Won-
derful for Couple, Family, Friends. bow-
man@midcoast.com 207-785-2851
NORTH WILDWOOD, NJ- FLOREN-
TINE FAMILY MOTEL. Beach/Board-
walk Block, Heated Pools, Efficiency/
Motel units refrigerator, elevator. Color 
Brochure/Specials 609-522-4075 De-
partment 104 www.florentinemotel.com

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Real Estate. 1-800-638-
2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

wantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paint-
ings, antiques, furniture, silver, 
sculpture, jewelry, books, cam-
eras, records, instruments, coins, 
watches, gold, comics, sports cards, 
etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold & 
Silver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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May 27-  June 2, 2014                                                                                                            SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                                                                                                          SPORTS SECTION

Carmel boss Bob Shilling’s 15th-seeded Rams were in a free-fall entering the Section 1 Class AA baseball tournament, having 
lost seven of  the last eight games, but the veteran coach found a way to reverse their downward spiral in time to shock No.2 new 
Rochelle, 4-3, in the opening round of  the tournament last Friday, courtesy of  two clutch sophomores, including RHP Chris Palmiero 
(inset). The Rams advanced to the face No.7 Suffern in today’s quarterfinal round... see Baseball Notebook

Shilling Converts Rams to Money;  
No.15 Carmel Shocks No.2 New Ro’ in 1st Round

Bracket Busters!
RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS



May 27- June 2, 201418 The Putnam Examiner

Lakeland/Panas, Yorktown Cash in Chip, Advance to States
Somers, Putnam Valley not so Fortunate, Fall in Semis

October 8 - October 14, 2013 The Putnam Examiner2A

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS

Class A Grid Notebook

continued next page

Boy’s Lax Notebook

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

WHITE PLAINS–Balanced scoring, 
riveting midfield play, tight defense, 
superb goaltending and the ability to 
finish were the traits Lakeland/Panas 
would exhibit throughout the 2014 
season, but consistency had long been an 
issue with Coach Jim Lindsay’s sporadic 
Rebels.

Those issues were nowhere to be 

found during the top-seeded Rebels’ 
fourth Section 1 championship win since 
1997 when they flat-out crushed No.2 
Mamaroneck, 13-3, in last Thursday’s 
Class A title tilt at White Plains High.

Them Prunty boys, senior Brian 
(2G, 1A) and sophomore Kevin (4G, 

1A), would find the back of the nets a 
whopping six times, and tone-setting 
goalie Mike Zingaro did likewise during 
a captivating coast-to-coast scoring rush 
that sent a delirious crowd into a frenzy it 
would not come off of. Zingo looked like 
Brian “Pickles” Carcaterra (circa 1995) on 
the play, mimicking the style of the former 
Yorktown/Hopkins All-American goalie.

The Rebels’ postseason run will 
continue this Wednesday with a regional 
meeting against Section 9 champion 
Warwick, who will face the surging, state-
ranked (No.22) Rebels at The Hive. The 
winner will get the Section 2 champion – 

either Shenendehowa or Niskayuna -- at 
SUNY Albany on Saturday (1:30 p.m.)

“That may have been the best we’ve 
played this season,” Captain and four-year 
senior Brian Prunty said. “Consistency 
has always been an issue for us, but we’re 
rolling right now and we hope to keep 
it going. We’re playing our best lacrosse 
right now, and we 
know that Section 2 
is really strong. We 
scrimmaged Nisky 
and we beat Shen’ 
and I think Shen’ only 
lost to Nisky by two 
goals, so they put their 
shorts on the same 
way we do and we 
know we have to play 
a near-perfect game to 
beat them, but we’re 
looking forward to it.”

The Prunty boys -- 
scrutinized often but 
as big a part of Rebels’ 
lacrosse as anyone 
over the last decade 
-- had delivered in the 
clutch.

“When Kevin plays 
with confidence, he’s 
a great finisher and 
he was on today,” 
Brian Prunty said of 
his brother, to whom 
he will gladly pass the 
championship torch, 
just as his brother 

Conor did to him after the 2010 
championship. “We’ve had a lot of 
tough losses over the years, me and my 
brothers, so winning this game means 
everything to me.”

L/P (14-5) would come out sluggish 
in the first quarter, allowing the former 
two-time defending champion Tigers 
(15-4) to take a 1-0 lead and hang 
around until late first-half goals by 
LSM Andrew Sofroniou and Zingaro 
(15 saves to boot) changed the tide.

Rebel senior Sean Murphy, who 
saved his best efforts for the post 
season, turned in two goals and set up 
a third. 

“This is unbelievable, I can’t even 
describe what I’m feeling right now,” 
said Murphy, who had pressure heaped 
on him by this scribe to come up big 
this season and delivered, scoring 
three more goals and three assists in 
the 12-5 semifinal win over Fox Lane. 
“I’ve been on this team for four years 
now and to finally come away with a 
championship just feels great. When 
we play to our potential, it all works 
out for us.”

Senior Jim Flaherty also scored 
twice for the Rebs, who led 4-1 at the half 
and 11-3 after the third. 

 “We moved the ball and shared the 
ball,” Flaherty said. “When we do that, 
we’re tough to beat. It feels great to get 
here and win it after not being here in the 
finals the last two years. When we play 

Rebel middie Jim Flaherty lets out a howl after scoring one of  two he would net in Class A title game.

L-P goalie Mike Zingaro is mobbed by dogpiling Rebels after securing Rebs’ 1st title since 2010.
Rebel senior Sean Murphy rips one of  two goals he would score in L-P’s 
13-3 championship rout of  Mamaroneck.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Rebel captains Brian Prunty and Mike Zingaro 
hold their legacy in their hands.
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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together as a team for four quarters we 
can beat anybody.”

Sophomore middie Nick Vazquez 
scored once for L/P and fared quite well 
at the dot.

When this particular unit of seniors first 
came along as freshmen and sophomores 
a few years back, they hype surrounding 
them was unreal. “Oh, they’re better than 
Yorktown” and “Oh, we can with two or 
three titles with this group” were often 
uttered; mostly by parents. When it didn’t 
happen, there were some hard feelings 

across the board. Hopefully, this victory 
can unify and galvanize the program, 
which is said to have another strong 
freshmen class that is poised to team up 
with the returning veterans next season.

“Quite frankly, with these guys, I had 
no idea what’s going to happen with the 
ball,” Coach Lindsay admitted. “Give a 
lot of credit to Mamaroneck, they played 
their hearts out in the first half like any 
champion would. But for my kids this is 
a huge monkey off their backs. There were 

a lot of expectations on 
this group, rightfully 
or wrongfully, which 
they’ve been living 
with for a while, so 
I think this is a big 
relief for them. They 
lived up to the hype 
and accomplished 
what they set out to 
accomplish and what 
they should have 
accomplished all 
along. People put a lot 
of pressure on them, so 
I’m sure this feels good 
right now.”
CLASS B CIRCUIT
HO-HUM YORKTOWN 
WINS AGAIN, SOMERS 
FLOPS IN SEMIS

Yorktown High went 
into attack mode early 

and often en route to its 37 Section 1 title 
since 1968 against upstart Byram Hills, 
while Somers came unglued in the fourth 
quarter of a 9-8 semifinal loss to those 
same Bobcats.

Yorktown All-American attack Connor 
Vercruysse and senior attack Nick Del 
Bene each scored three goals, and the top-
seeded Huskers cruised past No. 6 Byram 
Hills, 13-3, last Thursday, copping a fourth 
straight Class B title. Kris Alvarado and 
Nicky Bonitatibus each scored twice and 

set up another for the winners while Mike 
Dedvukaj (1A) and Luke Palmadesso 
each scored once for the Huskers, who 
led 9-0 at the break on the strength of an 
incredibly smothering defensive unit.

“I mean we knew they were coming off 
a huge win in the semifinals, so we wanted 
to come out with a lot of energy,” said 
Palmadesso, the All-American faceoff 
man and premier middie in the section. 
“We were able to get out to an early lead 
and keep it throughout the game. I thought 

our defense played a great game, limiting 
their chances in transition and shutting it 
down on 6-versus-6 situations. Overall, 
this was a good team win, winning the 
section is always very important to us.”

The state-ranked (No.2) Huskers 
improved to 14-5 and advanced to face 
Section 9 champion Cornwall at Lakeland 
Wednesday (5:30 p.m.) in the regional 
semis where the Huskers will concentrate 
on stopping Ryan Donovan, Cornwall’s 
senior attack, who scored eight goals and 
made one assist in the championship win 
over Saugerties. 

He broke both the 100-point mark for 
this season and the 100-goal mark for his 
varsity career in the win. A win against 
unranked Cornwall pits Yorktown against 
Section 2 champion – either Queensbury 
or state-ranked (No.12) Albany Academy 
– in the Region 1 championship at the 
University of Albany Saturday (3:30 p.m.).

Come hell or high-water, the Huskers 
expect to be at Albany and then some; 
fully expecting a state semifinal clash with 
whatever Long Island power emerges from 
the Section 8 (Manhasset or Lynbrook)/
Section 11 (Miller Place or Rocky Point) 
title tilt. 

The BIG BUZZ 
at the Class B 
finals surrounded 
SOMERS’ semifinal 
loss to Byram Hills. 
How could Somers 
blow an 8-5 lead 
entering the fourth 
quarter and lose 9-8, 
was all anyone could 
wonder? Byram had 
taken a 2-0 lead early 
on but Somers seemed 
to have recovered and 
had things in control 
entering the final 
stanza.

The second-seeded 
Tuskers (14-5) had 
a four-goal bulge 
midway through 

the third, but the close defense allowed 
the 6th-seeded Bobcats to crawl all over 
goalie Nik Genualdo time and time again 
before they hit two from distance to tie 
(by Dillon Carlin) and go ahead (Peyton 
Levine) with six ticks left, leaving behind 
a wake of broken Tuskers.

“We came out to a slow start and Bryam 
came out firing,” Somers senior middie 
Tim Cousin said. “We were down at 
halftime but then in the third quarter we 
were staring to find a rhythm. The fourth 
quarter came and they made a run, started 
winning some face-offs and we weren’t 
finishing the chances we had. We had a 
couple of good looks the last couple of 
minutes in the fourth when it was tied 8-8 
but we just didn’t finish. All the credit to 
Bryam, though; they played a great game 
and executed when they needed to.”

Nick Vettoretti led the Bobcats with a 
hat trick. Tuskers Mike Cegielski (3G), 
Tim Cousin (2G), Tyler DeVito (2G) and 
Justin Corpolongo (1G) had it going for 
three quarters but failed to finish in the 
fourth.

Rebel goalie Mike Zingaro celebrates his coast-to-coast goal in 
championship win over Mamaroneck.

Put Valley A Rich Denike works a P’Ville defender in Tigers’ 11-10 Class C semifinal loss to Panthers.

Husker middie Luke Palmadesso on the move in win over Byram Hills.

Husker Nicky Bonitatibus works from behind cage in Byram pole in title win. Yorktown A Connor 
Vercruysse beats four Bobcats to score on of  three goals in Huskers’ 13-3 Class B title victory.

continued on page 21
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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By A.J. Martelli
TORNE VALLEY – When 

the clock read all zeros after last 
Thursday’s Section 1, Class B finals, 
Somers Head Coach Jaime Irving 
told her team to run to their fans. 
Tusker Nation was waiting with 
open arms to celebrate. Top-seeded 
Somers and No. 2 Yorktown battled 
grittily to overtime, but it was the 
Tuskers who came out on top 15-
12; Somers winning its first Class B 
title in program history.

The Huskers eliminated the 
Tuskers in last year’s Class B semis, 
making the thrill of victory even 
sweeter for Somers.

“We’ve been talking about it since 
we walked off the field at Yorktown 
last year,” Irving said. “We kept 
saying ‘don’t worry, next year is 
our year’ and we’ve been preparing 
for it. We knew not to take anyone 
for granted and I think we learned 
from past experiences.”

Yorktown had a chance to swipe 
the game right from Somers at the 
tail end of regulation. Katie Comerford 
took a shot with the game tied 12-12, but 
Tuskers’ goaltender Aly Martone got in 
front of it; got a piece of it, and it kicked 
off the right goalpost to force OT.

Martone finished with 13 saves and was 
an integral part of the win.

“I think that shot hit the post, but I 
knew I had to get my body there to stop 

it,” Martone said of the game-saver. “It 
feels good to take that win away from 
them – it’s our turn.”

With 1:05 left in the first overtime 
quarter, the Tuskers drew Yorktown goalie 
Nikki Prestiano out of the crease. Livy 
Rosenzweig fed a pass to Nicole DeMase, 
who found the back of the net, shooting 
the ball past the diving reach of Husker 
goalie Nikki Prestiano to put the Tuskers 

up by one. 
DeMase later added 

a goal to pad the lead in 
the second OT quarter, 
and Rosenzweig put the 
finishing touches on the 
win, scoring with 2:38 left. 
To DeMase, “playing up” 
was the key to victory.

“I think coming up with 
the draw, being scrappy, 
staying strong and smart 
was it,” she said. “I felt a 
new burst of energy (after 
making the go-ahead shot). 
I felt like I could run forever. 
I was so proud of the team, 
so proud of everybody. 

“We had a lot of good 
talent returning and 
everyone was so motivated; 
this was our goal all season,” 
she added. “Everyone did 
their share and everyone 
wanted it so badly. After we 
lost to Yorktown last year 
we realized we could win a 
section title, and all season 
we knew we could do it. It 

feels amazing.”
DeMase finished with a team-high four 

goals, while Rosenzweig provided relief 
with three and an assist. Emily Englert 
also had a hat trick, while Shannon 
Coogan and Gabby Rosenzweig nailed 
down a goal apiece. Also lending a hand 
were the Schurr sisters, Tara and Emma 
– Emma with two 
goals and Tara with 
one.

“Winning it in an 
overtime game is 
pretty crazy,” Emma 
said. “It’s surreal 
that we’re here 
right now and that 
we won it. I think 
they were getting 
down and we were 
getting hyped, and 
that’s hard to stop 
in overtime.”

In many ways it 
was a come-from-
behind win for 
Somers, being that 
the Tuskers were 
trailing 5-4 at the 
half – much like 
they were in the 
quarterfinal game 
against Fox Lane 
last weekend.

“Never once in 
this game did I say 
‘oh man, we’re going 
to lose this’ because 
we’ve been in this 

position before,” Irving said. “Having 
that Fox Lane game so close, we knew we 
could do it again.”

Somers was able to answer all of 
Yorktown’s second half goals and contain 
lethal weapons Emily Concialdi and 
Emalee Mongo. The Tuskers held Mongno 
and “Conch” to just one goal apiece, while 
only letting up hat tricks to Comerford 

History! Somers Beats Yorktown, Cops First Section Chip 
Lakeland/Panas Falls Short to Suffern in Class A Finals

Tusker Emily Englert popped a hat trick in championship win over 
Yorktown.

Tusker Nicole DeMase scored the game-winning goal in Somers’ championship 
win over Yorktown.

The Tuskers pose with the first championship plaque in school history after defeating Yorktown in OT last 
Thursday in Rockland County.
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Somers goaltender Aly Martone was huge for the 
Tuskers, stopping a point-blank shot just before 
end of  regulation in championship win.
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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and Jenna Gammer. Rilea Fusco and 
Casey Duff capped off Yorktown’s scoring 
with two goals each.

The Huskers may have come up a bit 
short of capturing their first Class B title 
since 2011, but they’ll surely be contenders 
next year, as they always are.

As for Somers, the historic 2014 season 
lives on. The Tuskers (17-0-1) have a 
bye in the first round of the regional 
tournament, and will return to Torne 
Valley at noon on Saturday to play either 
Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake of Section 2 or 

Minisink Valley, the Section 9 champs.
In the Class A finals, the LAKELAND/

PANAS Rebels fell on some hard luck, 
losing 11-4 to Suffern. The Mounties got 
off to a quick 1-0 lead early in the first 
quarter until Valerie Perkins answered 
to tie it up. From there it was all Suffern; 
the Mounties went on a six-goal run the 
Rebels couldn’t withstand. 

With the Rebels down 7-2 at halftime, 
Suffern kicked off the second half with a 
three-goal run, all but putting Lakeland/
Panas away. Perkins finished with two 
goals, while Molly Fitzpatrick and Krista 
Sawler added a goal each. Dana Bozek 
threw in an assist.

To Rebels’ boss Sharon Sarsen, this year 
was a success, considering her girls were 
eliminated by Scarsdale in the quarterfinals 
last year. Getting back to the section finals, 
to her, was a big accomplishment.

“We worked hard, and definitely took 
a step forward and I’m really proud of 
them,” she said. “We talked about taking 
the next step and winning a big game this 
season and we did that – we won some big 
games, and we also won a big sectional 
game.

“To get back here was a great step 
forward, so we’re looking to get back 
here again next year. I’m really proud of 
everybody and I’m happy with what we 
did this year.”

Yorktown’s Katie Comerford scored three times in losing cause against Somers in Class B title tilt.Rebel Valerie Perkins scored twice in L-P’s Class A 
championship loss to Suffern.

Husker Jenna Gammer scored a hat trick in Class B championship loss to Somers.

continued from page 19

CLASS C CIRCUIT
PV FALLS SHORT OF FINALS

Having played a miserable defensive 
first half, fourth-seeded Putnam Valley 
was going to need to play a perfect fourth 
quarter to stem the surging tide that No.1 
Pleasantville had created last Tuesday in 
the Section Class C semifinals.

Coach Brian Kuczma’s Tigers (12-
7) nearly did so, trimming a five-goal 
deficit to one with under a minute to go, 
but an unforced error created a costly 
turnover in the waning moments and 
the Panthers emerged with an 11-10 
triumph. State-ranked (No.6) P’Ville 
would advance to the finals where it 
suffered a 9-7 setback to four-time 
Section 1 champion Bronxville (No.10) 
last Thursday.

The Tigers, who last won it all in 2010, 
failed to reach the finals for a fourth-
straight year. The defense left goalie Ryan 
Mello out to dry on numerous occasions 
throughout the first three quarters and 
the P’Ville dominated the dot and time 
of possession until the fourth quarter. 
The Tigers pulled to within one with 2:55 
remaining on a goal by Brett Trodden. 
Putnam Valley led 1-0 early in the game, 
but Pleasantville scored seven of the 
next eight goals and never relinquished 
the lead. 

“We were very close to playing a perfect 

fourth quarter until the last turnover,” 
Put Valley middie Tommy O’Sullivan 
said after carrying the Tigers back into 
contention with four goals. “We started 
out slow and just didn’t come to play. 
Pleasantville just out hustled us in the 
first half and played some great lacrosse. 
But the seniors took charge and stepped 
up in the second half and we gave a great 
run, but unfortunately it wasn’t enough.”

Mike Benvenuti and Kevin 
Fitzsimmons each had a goal and an 
assist for the Tigers while Trodden, Kyle 
Bronzo, Royce Conlin and Ryan Dunphy 
also each scored. Goalie Ryan Mello had 
10 saves.

The Tigers will lose a lot to graduation, 
but Coach Kuczma believes they gave it 
their best shot before doing so.

“We felt real good about how we were 
playing at the end of the season,” he 
said. “Our big players were peaking and 
we were getting contributions from our 
role players. I’m just not sure our guys 
were ready to play with playoff intensity 
in the first half. We made some halftime 
adjustments and the kids responded 
well. This was a group who will never 
quit. It was a tough one to swallow for 
sure. I wanted nothing more than this 
group of seniors to achieve something 
great. They are a special group of  
young men.”
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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No.15 Carmel Busts Up Class AA Bracket, Shocks No.2 New Ro 
Panas Hits Lotto in Class A, Lakeland Alive and Well
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

At the start of the 2014 
campaign, Carmel High Coach 
Bob Shilling figured sophomore 
SS Ryan Train needed more 
seasoning on the junior varsity 
level this season. Apparently, 
Train thought otherwise and 
showed the veteran coach what 
MIGHT have been during this 
season of inconsistency for 
the up-and-down Rams (8-13) 
when he came up big in his first 
post-season game.

The 15th-seeded Rams went to 
No.2 New Rochelle and shocked 
the section with a stunning 4-3 
upset in the opening round of 
the Section 1 Class AA Baseball 
Tournament last Friday at 
City Park. Train, a JV call-up, 
drove in the winning run with 
a double in the top of the sixth 
as No. 15 Carmel advanced to 
face No. 7 host Suffern in today’s 
quarterfinals.

Fellow sophomore Chris 
Palmiero pitched a complete game for 
the Rams to earn his first varsity playoff 
win, giving Carmel fans a glimpse into 
the future of Ram baseball. But the future 
is now, according to Shilling.

“I screwed up,” Shilling said. “Train 
should have been up here earlier. He 
solidified the defense at shortstop. And 
Chris pitched a great game for us. He was 
very good. We’ll go to Suffern and give it 
everything we’ve got.”

Playoff runs are nothing new to 
Carmel. It seems Shillings can get his 

Rams to play their best when the chip is 
on the line, but this season appeared to 
be lost as the Rams were spiraling south 
when they took on No.18 Mount Vernon 
in an outbracket game after closing the 
regular season with losses in seven of the 
last eight to finish the regular season at 
6-13.

A 7-0 win over Mount Vernon in 
Wednesday’s outbracket action provided 
some hope.

“We fell apart during the season, but 
we knew that we’d be a tough out in 
sectionals. Train got pulled up about 

three games ago and he’s been solid for 
us,” Palmiero said. “I was throwing well 
and I had my fastball working well. We 
just jumped on their pitcher 
early.”

The Rams jumped out quick 
on New Ro’ with three in the 
first. Tom Shofi got it going 
with a single and the Rams went 
back-to-back-to-back with 
doubles by Steve Collins, Ryan 
Fay and Jim Menton. Fay was 
also huge in the win over Mt. 
Vernon, blasting a three-run 

yard bomb.
In other first 

round Class 
AA action, No.6 
Mamaroneck put a 
6-2 season-ending 
win on visiting 
No.11 Mahopac, 
who couldn’t really 
touch Tiger ace Tom 
Muratore (four-
hitter with four 
strikeouts). The 
Tigers advanced to 
face No.3 Fox Lane 
today.

Niko D’Agnese 
and Chris Aquino 
had an RBI for 
the Indians, but 
Mahopac ace LHP 
Kevin Kernan was 
touched up for six 
runs, three earned, 

over four frames.
No.8 Clarkstown South 

ended No.9 Yorktown’s 
season when the Vikings 
touched up Husker starter 
Chris Henry for five runs 
over the first two innings. 
Yorktown’s four errors were 
costly, as was its gamble 
to hold off on starting ace 
Anthony Robinson. 

“It was a slow death for 
us,” Yorktown skipper Sean 
Kennedy said. “They didn’t 
have an extra base hit, mostly 
bloops and bleeders, some 
untimely errors and lack of 
clutch hitting on our part. 
I started Henry with the 
goal of winning the whole 
thing. We wanted Robinson 
to face (top-seeded) RCK. 
Winning one game wasn’t an 
accomplishment for us, so 
we gambled.”

The Huskers finished the 
season at a most respectable 
13-8, holding firm to a share 

of the league title with Walter Panas. 
“These kids deserve a lot of credit,” 

Panthers mob pitcher Mike Lotto after he closed out Class A playoff  win in relief.
RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

15th-seeded Carmel Rams had plenty to smile about after 4-3 win over No.2 New Rochelle last Friday.
Panas pitcher Mike Lotto salutes his mates after stroking go-
ahead single in 8-7 win over Ardsley last Friday.
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Kennedy said. “They clearly bought into 
winning over their own personal stats.”

One senior that put up monster stats 
was senior 1B Ricky Corrado, who ended 
the season with a .508 BA (31 for 61) with 
10 doubles, a homer, 16 runs, 20 RBI an 
OPS of 1.218. 
CLASS A

The sister schools are alive and well as 
we head into the quarters, as both No.7 
Panas and No.9 Lakeland survived their 
opening-round scares to record a pair of 
one-run wins; Lakeland eking out a 3-2 
win over No.8 host Nyack Saturday and 
the Panthers knocking off the defending 
Class B champion Ardsley, 8-7, last 
Friday.

Panas (12-9) struck Lotto, Mike Lotto, 
that is; when the reliever came on in the 
second inning to stem the tide. Lotto 
inherited a 4-0 deficit when the Ardsley 
Panthers came out swinging, crushing 

two homers off Panas starter Nick 
Dinnen, who did not have his best stuff. 
With Dinnen up in zone, Panther Coach 
Anthony Fata went to Lotto and struck 
it big as the diminutive RHP pitched 
effectively into the fifth when he got in 
some trouble as the Panthers fell behind 
7-6.

But baseball, being a game of redeeming 
qualities, enables second chances, and 
Lotto (2-for-2 at the plate) made the 
most, delivering the go-ahead single in 
the bottom of the sixth before closing out 

the game with a scoreless seventh.
Senior CF Tom Parish made two 

sensational catches to preserve the win.
“Happy birthday to me, I guess, the 

humble captain said of his sixth-inning 
snare that quelled an Ardsley rally. “I just 
dove for it as far and high as I could. I 
wasn’t sure it was in my glove until I got 
up to throw it.”

Coach Fata felt relieved that his 
Panthers had won 
in the playoffs for 
the first time since 
2009.

“It’s baseball, 
anything can 
happen now,” he 
said. “

L A K E L A N D ’s 
gamble to save ace 
Chris DiDomizio 
for the quarters 
nearly backfired 
when Nyack took an 
early 2-0 lead, but 
DiDo came on in 
relief in the second 
inning to save the 
day as the Hornets 
(13-7-1) scratched 
and clawed for three 
runs to advance.

Hornet senior 
Matt deMarte drove 
in the go-ahead 
run with an RBI 
groundout. Hornet 
senior Anthony 
Fava also singled 
home a run. Stephen 
Harten singled and 
ultimately scored 
on an error. DiDo 

did not allow a run over six innings, 
whiffing six along the way and allowing 
just two hits. He lowered his ERA to a 
shade under 1.80.

Lakeland will face top-seeded Beacon 
today, with the winner advancing to the 
Final 4.

In other Class A action, No.20 
Brewster pulled off a big upset when the 
20th-seeded Bears knocked off No.13 
Pearl River, 4-2, in extras. John Ferris 
slammed a two-run, game-winning 
home run in the top of the eighth inning 
to beat No. 13 Pearl River, 4-2. Brewster 
advanced to face No. 4 Byram Hills who 
eliminated the Bears, 6-5. The Bears (7-
15) got a two-run single in the seventh 
but the game ended in a rundown with 
the tying runner tagged out between 2nd 
and 3rd base.

No.3 Eastchester eliminated No.14 
Somers, 7-5. 

All CLASS B baseball was cancelled 
and the first three rounds will be played 
today, Wednesday and Thursday. 
PUTNAM VALLEY (15-5) will needs it 
well-rested staff to be ready for anything 
and everything as Coach Joe Natalie will 
pull out all stops for the No.3 Tigers, who 
were set to face No.14 Woodlands today, 
The winner will face the No.11 Pawling/
No.6 Keio winner in the quarters.

No.7 CROTON will host No.10 
Hastings with the winner advancing to 
face the No. 18 Dobbs Ferry vs. No. 2 Rye 
Neck winner.

CLASS C gets going today as well 
with two-time defending champion No.2 
Haldane hosting No.3 Solomon Schechter 
for the right to play the No.1 Tuckahoe/
No.4 Hamilton winner. The Blue Devils 
are one of three Putnam County teams 
still alive in the playoffs (PV, Carmel).
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Panther Brian Parish dives in safely at 2B before eventually scoring clutch run in Panas’ 8-7 playoff  win 
over visiting Ardsley last Friday.

For the second year in a row, Mahopac met its first-round ouster in the form of  Mamaroneck.

The face of  Lakeland baseball is lefty Chris 
DiDomizio, who pitched the Hornets into the Class 
A quarters with a sterling relief  effort against 
Nyack.

PV hurler Eddie Lent will be one of  three pitchers the Tigers hope to lean on 
during what they hope will be a long Class B playoff  run.
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Despite a machine-gun-like four-goal effort from Oneonta-bound senior middie Tommy O’Sullivan, fourth-seeded Putnam Valley 
and the visiting Tigers suffered an 11-10 semifinal setback to top-seeded Pleasantville in last Tuesday’s Section 1 Class C lacrosse 
tournament... see Boys’ Lax Notebook

Put Valley Falls in Semis, O’Sullivan Drops 4G
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Tommy Gun!


