
By Neal Rentz
The administrator who oversaw the 

examination of a 16-year-old Putnam girl 
who claimed she was raped by Alexandru 
Hossu testified on Monday that she saw 
no physical evidence there was damage to 
her genital area.

But Dr. Jennifer Canter, director of the 
clinical abuse pediatrics program at New 
York Medical College and the Westchester 
Medical Center in Valhalla, also stressed 
that the female genital area commonly 
heals after being damaged.

On Monday, the prosecution called 
three witnesses in the case. Hossu allegedly 
raped the Brewster girl in Oct. 2010 when 
she was 13. Hossu, 36, was charged with 
two counts each of first degree rape and 

second degree rape and one count of 
endangering the welfare of a minor.

Hossu is the former live-in personal 
trainer of Putnam County District 
Attorney Adam Levy. Levy recused his 
office from the prosecution and the case is 
being handled by the Westchester County 
district attorney’s office. The lead defense 
attorney in the case, Daniel Mentzer, is 
Levy’s brother-in-law.

The victim was examined in Valhalla on 
April 10, 2013, Canter noted.

Canter testified that while she did not 
personally examine the alleged victim, she 
oversaw the case in her role as director 
of her program. A female’s hymen leads 
to the vagina. She compared a hymen 

By David Propper 
On the stand for the third straight 

day last Thursday, the girl who alleged 
Alexandru Hossu of rape finally faced 
questioning from the defense, which 
tried to shoot holes in her accusation.

Though lead defense attorney for Hossu, 
Daniel Metzer, started cross-examining 
the teenage accuser Wednesday, he didn’t 
get into the brunt of the questioning until 
Thursday morning. During that time, 
Metzer was able to get the girl to admit 
she made a “mistake” about what date 
Hossu allegedly raped her.

The accuser had told four different 
people, who included a high school 
guidance counselor, her aunt, an official at 
the Child Advocacy Center and a Putnam 

County Sheriff ’s investigator she was 
attacked by Hossu on the night of Oct. 
24, 2010. In her grand jury testimony, she 
also stated it was that date.

“It’s a hard date to forget,” she said to 
the grand jury. “It’s traumatic.”

While she stated multiple times it was 
Oct. 24, 2010, she said she recalled the 
wrong date when the Westchester County 
District Attorney’s Office told her phone 
records indicated she was talking to a 
friend the night the rape apparently took 
place, as pointed out by Mentzer.

On the stand, she said the attack took 
place on the last week of October 2010, 
but other dates that week were also ruled 
out because of her schedule.

By David Propper 
The sole village election in Putnam 

County proved to be a nail biter to the 
very end.

The Village of Cold Spring voters 
put two new candidates into office 
on March 18, putting an end to a 
contentious campaign season in the 
small community. Dubbing themselves 
BOFA, Michael Bowman and Cathryn 
Fadde came away victorious collecting 
398 votes and 395 votes, respectively. 
Coming up short was Donald 
MacDonald and the only incumbent 
in the race, Matt Francisco, registering 
378 votes and 362 votes, respectively. 

The two winners will take office on 
April 1 joining Mayor Ralph Falloon, 
Bruce Campbell and Stephanie 
Hawkins. Charles Huesteis III chose 
not to run for reelection. 

When reached for comment later in 
the week, Bowman called the victory 
“vindication.” Last year he ran and 
lost by only nine votes. One marked 
difference Bowman noted that helped 
him get over the edge was running 

with Fadde. 
Bowman said he and Fadde were 

able to use both of their bases to 
garner more votes this time around. 
Bowman, a volunteer firefighter, said 
he had the fire company and boat club 
contingency and Fadde, who owns 
Cathryn’s Tucson Grill on Main Street, 
had the votes of the merchants and 
Chamber of Commerce. 

“I think our candidacy as a joint 
endeavor really appealed to a lot more 
people,” Bowman said. 

As for one of the candidates that 
fell short, MacDonald said he and 
Francisco, who were running together, 
were disappointed with the final result. 
Still, he called it a good experience 
and wouldn’t rule out running again in 
future elections. 

Fadde and Francisco could not be 
reached for comment. 

One differing point between 
Bowman and MacDonald was how the 
campaign season went, most notably, 
how divisive the village has actually 
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Hossu Trial Continues in Putnam

Carmel High School Indoor Track  
All Northern County Recipients

Bowman and Fadde 
Grab Trustee Seats in 
Cold Spring Election

The Carmel High School Indoor Track Team had 3 boys and 3 girls make the All Northern (Dutchess 
and Putmam) County Team. For the boys, Junior Benito Muniz was 1st Team in the 3200 meters, 
2nd Team in the 1600 meters, and 2nd Team in the 1000 meters. Muniz was also the only Putnam 
runner to qualify for both the State Championship Meet at Cornell and the Indoor Nationals at the 
Armory in NYC. In the State Championship Meet, he finished 14th in the 1600 meters with a time 
of  4:26, and in the Indoor Nationals finished 4th in the Emerging Elite 2Mile with a personal best 
time of  9:24. Junior Grayson Wright was 2nd Team in the Pole Vault, and Junior Sawyer Maher was 
3rd Team in the 3200 meters. For the girls, Senior Katherine McCormack was 2nd Team in the 
600 meters, Junior Andrea Cortina was 2nd Team in the 1500 meters, and Junior Clare McNerney 
was 3rd Team in the 1000 meters.

From left to right Benito Muniz, Andrea Cortina, Katherine McCormack, Clare McNerney, and 
Sawyer Maher. Not in the picture is Grayson Wright.
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No Physical Proof of Sexual Assault, 
Expert Testifies in Hossu Trial

Over Three Days, Accuser Takes 
Stand for Prosecution in Hossu Case
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“I made a mistake,” she said, when 
referring to the date she originally 
thought the assault happened.

The girl, now 16, was 13-years-old at 
the time of the alleged rape.

Hossu was arrested in March 2013 
and charged with two counts each of 1st 
degree rape and 2nd degree rape and 
one count of endangering the welfare of 
a minor. Hossu, 36, was the former live-
in personal trainer of Putnam County 
District Attorney Adam Levy. Levy 
recused his office from the prosecution, 
which is why Westchester is handling the 
case. Mentzer is the brother-in-law of 
Levy.

The alleged victim also testified she 
didn’t tell anyone what happened to her 
the day after the attack when she went to 
school, including two of her best friends. 
Additionally, she said there weren’t any 
bruises or marks left on her neck from 
the attack after previously stating Hossu 
choked her down for more than three 
hours when the rape occurred.

While the prosecution was questioning 
the alleged victim, a recorded phone 
conversation between the accuser and 
Hossu was played for the jury, in which 

Hossu categorically denied assaulting her.
The conversation was recorded by 

the Putnam County Sheriff ’s Office and 
took place on March 13, 2013. During 
the phone call, which lasted at least 
17 minutes and played in court by the 
Westchester DA’s Office, the accuser 
confronted Hossu about the assault, but 
the 36-year-old defendant denied any 
wrongdoing.

When the alleged victim brought up 
being assaulted by Hossu in 2010, he 
immediately and emphatically refuted 
her accusation.

“What are you talking about,” he said 
over the recording. “I never touched you.”

“That’s ridiculous, why would you say 
something like that,” he told the victim, 
who was a high school sophomore at the 
time of the controlled phone conversation 
suggested by authorities.

The victim went into detail of the 
alleged attack for Hossu, stating how 
he came into her room, and thought 
he could help her with her homework. 
When she said she told Hossu he couldn’t 
help, it led to the attack, the recording 
played. She also said over the phone she 
was “pretty sure” Hossu was intoxicated 
at the time.

Also while on the stand for the 
prosecution, the alleged victim described 
the “excruciating pain” she was left in 
after Hossu allegedly raped her twice for 
more than three hours.  

She said she felt pain “between her 
legs” and saw blood all over her bed. She 
could only let out screeches while the 
rape occurred because his hands were 
apparently around her neck, according to 
her testimony.

She also said the rape occurred from 

about 7 p.m. until 10:37 p.m.
After he was done, she claims Hossu 

threatened her.
“He said, ‘If you tell anybody, I’ll 

f-cking kill you,’” she testified he told her.
The accuser eventually went into her 

mother’s bedroom, woke her up and told 
her, “Alex raped me.”

The police weren’t called that night. 
The mother, an alcoholic and drug addict 
at the time of the attack, died of a drug 
overdose in 2012.

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

What's hot this week at Somers Custom Framing?

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner! It’s all about you.

You bet it does. So we’re devising a system to 
let you record and upload what you see. To give 
the public access to the information they need. 
Big things are happening at PCTV. Find out how 
you can get involved at pctv76.org. And have a 
positive impact on your community. Winter, 
spring, summer, and the occasional fall.

A TREE FALLS ON
BEDFORD ROAD. 
DOES IT MAKE 
AN IMPACT?   

to a donut. The hymen most often heals 
after damage done following intercourse 
whether rape or not, she said. “It’s like 
biting the inside of your cheek,” she said. 
“It heals. The tissue is very flexible.”

Canter said she could not tell from the 
photographs of the genital area if there 
was damage. If there was damage it had 
healed, she said. Center said there was no 
indication of damage of any sort to her 
genital area.

Another prosecution witness, Putnam 
County Sheriff ’s Department investigator 
Steven Triscinelli, said he assisted in an 
interview with the young woman and 
her aunt at the Child Advocacy Center in 
Valhalla on March 13, 2013. He noted that 
Putnam County has a contract with the 

Child Advocacy Center in Westchester 
because Putnam does not provide those 
services on its own. He also witnessed the 
victim make a phone call to Hossu at the 
Sheriff ’s Department offices the night of 
the CAC interviews. The phone call was 
recorded, he noted.

Triscinelli said he told the young woman 
“to avoid the word rape” when speaking 
with Hossu. The phone call ended when 
Hossu hung up about 17 minutes into the 
conversation, he said. The young woman 
tried to call Hossu a second time, but she 
just received his voice mail, he said.

Triscinelli said he took part in a second 
interview with the young woman on 
March 19, 2013 at the CAC.

On March 20, 2013, Triscinelli said he 
took part in the arrest of Hossu.

Under questioning from defense 
attorney Richard Ferrante, Triscinelli said 
he first met the young woman in the fall of 
2010 in his role as a school youth officer. 
He did not speak with her again until 
March 2013 when he was assigned the 
case, Triscinelli said.

Triscinelli told Ferrante that the March 
13 CAC interview was videotaped, but 
he did not know that until after the 
interview was completed. The interview 
was watched live by an assistant district 
attorney from Westchester County via a 
television in the next room, but did not 
know that until after the interview.

Under redirect questioning by lead 
prosecutor Fred Green, Triscinelli said he 
did not coach the young woman on what 
questions to ask. “We had to talk about the 

incident,” Triscinelli recalled telling the 
young woman.

Over the objections of defense 
attorneys, Justice Lester Adler allowed the 
testimony of child psychologist Dr. Ann 
Meltzer, who specializes in child sexual 
abuse.

Meltzer said she was not aware of the 
details in the case.

“Children are most often abused by 
someone they know,” Meltzer said.

There are many reasons why a young 
person may not report sexual abuse until 
years after the fact, even into adulthood, 
Meltzer said. Some of the reasons include 
shame or not wanting to get the abuser 
into trouble, she said.

The trial is scheduled to continue today 
(Tuesday). 
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No Physical Proof of Rape, Expert Testifies in Hossu Trial

Alleged Victim Takes Stand in Hossu Case
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By Neal Rentz
Responding to criticisms from 

parents and teachers, Putnam Valley 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Frances 
Wills is restoring some teaching positions 
she sought to cut in her proposed 2014-
15 budget. 

In her original $48,014,091 budget 
proposal, Wills sought a decrease in staff 
by the equivalent of 4.2 full-time positions 
due to lower enrollment. But as she noted 
during the March 20 board of education 
meeting, the staff reductions have been 
criticized by many in the district. 

Wills she is seeking to restore .6 of an 
English language arts teaching position 
and .4 of a math teacher post. 

Wills’ spending plan seeks a property 
tax increase of .76 percent and spending 
reduction of 1.76 percent.

At last week’s meeting district officials 
discussed such categories as special 
education, operations and maintenance 
and transportation.

Director of Pupil Personnel Services 
Natalie Doherty said $7.2 million is 
being proposed to be spent for special 
education in next year’s budget, which 
would be slightly less than the current 
year. 

Patrick Bellino, supervisor of 
transportation, operations, and 
maintenance, said. next year’s proposed 
budget would keep the total staffing 
in his departments the same as the 
current school year. Bellino said some 
of his department’s initiatives that 
would be funded include a purchase 
of a geothermal heating manifold 
replacement and pumps that would go 
to the manifold at the middle school. The 
proposed operations and maintenance is 
$309,800, which would be a 4.4 percent 
increase over the current year, Bellino 
said.

Bellino is seeking $5,192, 139 for 
transportation next year, which would be 
3.55 percent higher than this year.

By Neal Rentz
The Putnam Valley Board of 

Education voted unanimously last week 
to adopt a Districtwide Safety Plan.

The plan has several aspects, 
including having the school board 
annually appoint a Districtwide Safety 
Team. Some of the team members will 
include board of education trustees, 
students, teachers, security and safety 
personnel and parent organization 
representatives. The team will review 
the Safety Plan annually and make 
change recommendations to the school 
board for potential changes.

Every July the board of education will 
appoint an emergency management 
coordinator for the district.

“Each September, the emergency 
management coordinator forwards 
an electronic copy of the updated 
District Safety Plan and the Emergency 
Management Handbook to all staff 
members,” the Plan stated. “These 

documents are to be reviewed annually 
by all staff members as part of the 
district’s emergency preparedness.” 

Every September the district’s 
principals will appoint a building-level 
Safety Team, a School Crisis Response 
Threat Team and a Post-Incident 
Response Team.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Frances 
Wills said as part of her proposed 
budget for 2014-15 she is seeking to 
hire a school resource officer for the 
district’s elementary school. An officer 
already provides security at the middle 
and high schools, she said. 

The board of education will see 
plans for a “Mantrap” proposed 
for the elementary school during 
an upcoming meeting. Wills said a 
Mantrap is a security system that would 
be constructed in the vestibule of the 
elementary school in an effort to prevent 
intruders from entering classrooms. 

Wills Restores Some 
Teaching Positions 
in 2014-15 Budget

Putnam Valley 
School Board 
Approves Safety Plan

Small NewS iS BiG NewS • 914-864-0878
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By Tom Auchterlonie
When Allison Pataki and her mother 

were walking along a trail called 
Arnold’s Flight, she came across a 
marker that included a portrait and 
brief description of the famous traitor’s 
wife, Peggy Shippen Arnold. This 
encounter at the trail, which is located 
in Putnam County and is the path that 
Benedict Arnold used to flee, led her to 
write an historical fiction book, which 
is called The Traitor’s Wife: The Woman 
Behind Benedict Arnold and the Plan to 
Betray America.

The author, who is the daughter of 
former Gov. George Pataki and grew up 
in Garrison, spoke about it on Saturday 
at the Putnam History Museum in Cold 
Spring. 

Pataki spent a considerable portion 
of her talk discussing the history 
of the couple. Benedict Arnold, she 
noted, was “one of our more infamous 
local residents.” Although Arnold was 
important in major battles during the 
Revolution – the victory at the Battle of 
Saratoga, where he was shot in his left 
kneecap, was noted for its significance 
in keeping the colonies from being split 

– he grew dissatisfied due to several 
events. They included being passed 
over for promotion by the Continental 
Congress and being publicly rebuked 
by George Washington – he was a key 
supporter of Arnold’s – for selling goods 
on the black market. Pataki likened this 
rebuke to being a “final straw.”

Arnold, a widower, met his future 
wife, who was a loyalist and came from 
a well-to-do Philadelphia family, after 
the British were driven out of the city. 
Within a month of their marriage, 
Arnold reached out to the British and 
offered to spy. British officer John 
André, who is well known as being 
Arnold’s collaborator, got an overture 
from him but was skeptical. However, 
Pataki noted, he was willing to deal with 
his wife, who he knew due to an earlier 
romantic courtship. She also noted that 
it was André who drew a portrait of her 
that is included in the display at the 
trail.

The plot that forms, Pataki explains, 
is for Arnold to surrender West Point to 
the British and for his men to be taken 
prisoner. In exchange he would get a 
high commission in the British and the 

equivalent of about $1 million in 
today’s money. Losing West Point, 
which was key for the containing the 
British due the defensibility of the 
area, would have been a significant 
blow in the revolution. Arnold 
was able to convince Washington 
to give him a key post for it and 
then made sure to sabotage its 
strength by diverting manpower 
and neglecting maintenance, she 
explained.

The plot was foiled when André, 
who missed his ship because it 
came under fire, had to travel 
on foot with the documents that 
Arnold supplied him. At the time 
Britain occupied New York City 
and territory north. Pataki then 
explained that André was captured 
by three men just miles away from 
friendly territory after admitting 
his role for the British because 
one of the men wore clothing 
that led him to believe they were on 
the same side. Although Arnold wrote 
a letter mentioning André’s travel 
– he referred to him with an alias – 
André was detained and the sensitive 
documentation regarding West Point 
was to be given to George Washington, 
who was traveling to meet Arnold at a 
local residence. 

Pataki, not wanting to give away the 
entire plot, concludes her synopsis, 
which is met with laughter from the 
audience. Taking questions from folks 
she discussed some rumors, such as 
whether Peggy Shippen Arnold kept 
a lock of André’s until she died and 
whether Arnold, before dying, asked for 
forgiveness for changing sides. 

The novel, Pataki explained in an 
interview, is not from Peggy Shippen 
Arnold’s perspective. Instead, she wants 
the reader to be able to watch her. The 
book, for example, includes a fictional 
lady’s maid character and a cast. Asked 
whether the book could come a movie, 
she is “optimistic” about it happening.

There were more than two dozen 
attendees, including George Pataki, 

mother Libby Pataki – she is a tourism 
director for Putnam County and gave 
an introduction speech - Congressman 
Sean Patrick Maloney and County 
Executive Mary Ellen Odell.

In her remarks, Libby Pataki noted 
the local connection of what happened.

“This is where it all came to pass,” she 
said.

In an interview, Odell referred to what 
Pataki is doing for historical fiction, 
saying she is “generating a buzz for this 
genre of writing.” The county executive 
also mentioned upcoming Putnam 
events, including a cycling classic in 
May that is in Southeast and the 50th 
anniversary of the monastery in Kent.

Jonathan Kruk, a Cold Spring 
storyteller who has been telling 
Arnold’s tale, is excited about the book 
coming out. Referring to Pataki’s work, 
he suggested it looks as though Arnold’s 
wife’s spirit has been captured.

John Duncan, a director at the 
museum, thought the talk was great. 
Asked about upcoming events, he noted 
that the museum will have its annual 
meeting, which is set for this week and 
involves electing board members. 

Benedict Arnold’s Wife Gets a Novel

ToM AuCHTErloNIE PHoTo
Allison Pataki talks about her new book, The Traitor’s 
Wife, which contains Putnam roots. The event took place 
at the Putnam History Museum in Cold Spring.

ToM AuCHTErloNIE PHoTo
Pataki signs copies of  her book for a captivated crowd that came last Saturday to hear her talk about 
her new book.
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Mahopac Native Pens Another Best Selling Novel on LA Lakers
By David Propper 

When Jeff Pearlman was a kid growing 
up in Mahopac, he would go to the local 
public library every chance he got. There, he 
developed a love for biographies. 

“The librarian would always have the 
books out for me. She would call me at my 
home,” Pearlman said. “So I always think, 
what are the books I would want to read as a 
14-year-old in Mahopac, New York?”

Pearlman, a sports writer who has now 
penned six books, recently came out with 

another book, Showtime: Magic, Kareem, 
Riley, and the Los Angeles Lakers Dynasty of 
the 1980s. The book, which was released on 
March 4, is already a New York Times Best 
Seller, making it well worth the more than 
two years Pearlman poured into the project. 

When Pearlman is considering the topic 
for his next book, there are three criteria he 
thinks about when making a final decision. 
The first is that the book topic has to interest 
Pearlman. The next criterion is does it have 
a chance of selling and the final criterion is 
if the topic is one that another author either 
hasn’t written about, or if it was a book 
written well. 

Pearlman wrote about the Lakers era from 
1979 to 1991, a span, in which Los Angeles 
won five NBA titles. He interviewed more 
than 200 people and read through every 
newspaper or magazine clip he could get his 
hands on, along with other research. 

“You become obsessed with the subject,” 
he said. “That’s all you think about. You 
always want to find the next guy; you want 
to interview the next Laker. It’s a labor of 
love.”

Pearlman said the key to finding the 
intriguing pull to any book is actually 
talking to the players that aren’t as well 
known as superstars Magic Johnson or 
Kareem Abdul Jabbar. The superstars have 
been interviewed and written about plenty 
of times, but the last player on the bench has 
the best stories that no one has ever heard 

of before.
Pearlman said he’s all about finding 

obscure characters and bringing them to 
light. 

“They have those stories to tell,” Pearlman 
said. “So I’m all over those guys.”

When offering advice on how to write a 
successful book, Pearlman said it’s all about 
the small details like what flavor soda was 
he drinking, what brand watch did he wear, 
what time did he get to the court. 

“Great journalism, great reporting is 
about details,” he said. “All the small details 
that most people ignore.” 

Growing up in Mahopac, Pearlman 
was the sports editor for the high school 
newspaper his senior year. It’s at Mahopac 
High School where he knew he wanted to 
become a sports writer. 

In one instance, Pearlman wrote a front-
page story about his high school crush 
and couldn’t believe how easy it was to 
interview her because he was considered a 
journalist. Pearlman also wrote an article 
how cheerleading wasn’t a sport. The day 
the story came out, a group of cheerleaders 
surrounded Pearlman yelling at him. 

“I’m like, this is amazing, all the 
cheerleaders are surrounding me, this never 
happens,” he said. “I was like, wow, the 
power of the pen.”

While Pearlman now lives in Westchester 
County, he’ll drive by his old house when 
he’s up in that region. He also still writes at 

the Freight House Café in Mahopac. 
Pearlman wrote five books before 

Showtime, including biographies on 
controversial baseball stars Barry Bonds 
and Roger Clemens, football legend Walter 
Payton, and on the rowdy 1986 New York 
Mets and the Dallas Cowboys dynasty. 
Three of the books went on to be best sellers 
list. Before Pearlman became an author, he 
wrote for Sports Illustrated. 

“I love writing books. It’s tortuous, it hard 
and I lose my mind and I get six hours of 
sleep a night on a good night,” Pearlman 
“But I love it, I absolutely love it.”

Mahopac native and author Jeff Pearlman

The cover of Pearlman’s new book, Showtime.

Not to be combined 
with other offers. Exp. 4/7/14
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By David Propper 
A well-known soccer figure in the 

Putnam Valley community, Joe Palumbo 
came in front of the town board last 
Wednesday with the hopes of building an 
indoor soccer facility.

Palumbo, along with his brother Hugo 
Palumbo and attorney David Steinmetz 
from Zarin and Steinmetz presented the 
Putnam Valley town board with a proposed 
incentive zoning plan, which would allow 
Palumbo to build the indoor facility, while 
also contributing to a another structure 
within the town. Palumbo owns Joe 
Palumbo Soccer Academy at 7 Bryant Pond 
Road. Right now, the all of his recreational 
property is outdoors. 

Steinmetz said Palumbo wants to make 
the recreational facility year round, but 
currently there is no application submitted 
to the town. 

Currently, Palumbo has 13 acres of land 
located in a residential zoning district, 
which has three outdoor fields. A building 
of that stature is not permitted in that 
current zoning.

Steinmetz said the plan is to enclose 
some of that space to create a 150 ft. by 
100 ft. building. The design, in order to 
fit into the residential area Steinmetz said, 
would look more like a barn than a sports 
recreational building.

The design presented wasn’t final, 
Steinmetz said, but it was more conceptual 

to give the board an 
idea of what Palumbo 
wants to do.

“That would 
open up a lot of 
opportunities,” 
Steinmetz said. 
“Folks here in the 
community, teams, 
people who avail 
themselves of the 
property would now 
be able to come 365 
days of the year.”

The soccer 
academy opened 
in 1997 and over 
the past 15 years 
has hosted 8-10 
weeks of summer 
camp and other 
camps, provided 
instructional 
programs for 
individuals and 
teams, and work 
opportunities 
and professional 
development for 
alumni. 

While the 
project seems 
straightforward and the board was 
receptive toward it, Steinmetz said the 

proposal includes using the incentive 
zoning provision, which he described as 
a quid pro quo. The provision allows the 

board to permit uses in a zone that usually 
would not be allowed, but the applicant 
would have to contribute an amenity to the 
town.

A couple possible projects Palumbo 
could help out with include the renovation 
of Tompkins Corners United Methodist 
Church, or a new storage facility for the 
town’s highway department. 

Steinmetz said those are only two 
options, but other ideas could be explored.

Steinmetz said before Palumbo 
submitted an official application, he wanted 
an idea of what other property he would be 
assisting with. 

Supervisor Robert Tendy said he thought 
the amenity should be within the zoning 
that would be affected by the construction 
of an indoor facility. 

“While it would be nice for us to get 
something that the highway department 
would use and I’d love to have that,” Tendy 
said. “But if we’re going to tell the people 
on Peekskill Hollow Road that we’re going 
to permit this business there I think it 
would be good to have them be a direct 
beneficiary.” 

Board member Steve Mackay advocated 
the highway department could use a helping 
hand, noting how awful the conditions are 
right now for the workers at the garage.

“See the locker room facilities that these 
men are forced to work in,” he said. “It’s 
despicable.” 

Putnam Valley Soccer Academy Looking to Move Indoors

DAVID ProPPEr PHoTo
Attorney David Steinmetz presents to the Putnam Valley town board last 
Wednesday in behalf  of  Joe Palumbo and his soccer academy seeking an 
indoor facility. 
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By David Propper 
While Jim Byron and Ron Christie 

might have gone through the same 
Putnam County BOCES auto body 
program and were only a year part, they 
never actually met while going to school 
there.

Still, fate eventually connected the 
two, bringing them together to open a 
small vehicle collision repair business all 
the way back in 1983. Now fast forward 
to 2014 and the two co-owners are 
still working together as they’ve seen 
Patterson Auto Body grow immensely 
over the past 30 years along Route 
22. Working honestly and ethically, 
customers in need of car service have 
continued to turn to Byron, Christie and 
company. 

Both of them went to the BOCES 
program in high school and had the 
same teacher, but because Christie was 
a year older, the two probably “missed 
each other by five minutes every day” 
Byron estimated. Byron’s class was in 
the morning and Christie’s was in the 
afternoon. 

Then after high school, both of them 
were working in the Putnam area at two 
different auto bodies but eventually met 
and realized they wanted the same thing, 

which was to open a business of their 
own, even in their early 20s. 

“We got together for the right reason,” 
Byron said.

He added, “It was very important 
for me at 23 when I opened this that I 
wanted to do something better.” 

At first, it was just two of them doing 
all the work, including the administrative 
and book keeping. But because of the 
small size of the business when they 
started out, it wasn’t overwhelming. 

Patterson Auto Body didn’t stay 
too small, for too long. It grew 
“instantaneously” within the first year, 
Byron said. The building was 7,400 
square feet back when they opened and 
now it is 13,000 square feet. The growth 
has even continued recently, with 
another auto body store opening a few 
years back in Brewster. 

Byron, who lives in Brewster, said he 
and his employees constantly go to auto 
educational programs to keep up with 
current day trends as the learning never 
stops. 

And he certainly doesn’t mind because 
Byron loves his job and his business. He 
wakes up and is excited to go to work. 
That’s been the case for all 31 years. 

“The day Patterson Auto Body opened 

up,” he said. “Is the 
first day when I 
never went to work 
again because I’m 
living a dream.”

And Byron 
knows the trick 
to attracting 
customers time 
and time again and 
it’s rather simple. 
Byron said he has 
quality minded 
people doing quality 
work honestly and 
ethically that is 
second to none.

The cars might 
be the ones getting 
serviced, but 
the treatment of 
the customers is 
important to keep 
in mind.

“If there’s a legacy 
left I hope that’s 
what’s said,” he said. 
“Cars come and go but the ethics of how 
people operate, it’s the only thing in life 
we get to carry forward.”

Patterson Auto Body is located on 

2597 Route 22 in Patterson and also on 
1450 Route 22 in Brewster. The Patterson 
location’s phone number is 845-878-3456 
and the Brewster location’s number is 845-
279-1500.

DAVID ProPPEr PHoTo
Co-owner Jim Byron stands right outside Patterson Auto Body along route 
22, which has been in business for the past 31 years and counting.

Patterson Auto Body 
Patterson & Brewster

Business 

of the Week

become. 
Bowman said the voting numbers 

show how the village is still very one side 
or the other, with the margin between 
him and Fadde and MacDonald and 
Francisco almost even. 

“It shows there’s still a big divide in 
the community,” he said. 

Bowman said he’s already reached out 

to readers that wrote letters to editors 
backing the other two candidates and 
said he’s willing to talk and listen to any 
resident regardless of political backing. 

“Even if we disagree with one 
another,” he said. “Doesn’t mean we 
can’t be friends with one another.” 

As for MacDonald, he said while the 
campaign between all the candidates 
brought up the critical issues, it also 

focused too often on how everyone is 
apparently unhappy with how the local 
government is working. 

“I just don’t see that in the village,” he 
said. “And I think it gave the campaign 
a negativity that it didn’t need.”

He added in every community there 
is some divide to a certain extent, but 
he doesn’t “believe the divisiveness is 
nearly as deep as Michael portrays it.”

For Bowman, he’s already set up 
times to tour village facilities and 
reached out to other trustees on the 
board and the mayor, along with other 
village employees. Once he takes 
office, he wants to be up to speed on 
everything.

“So I’m coming in ready to run,” 
Bowman said. “And not kind of lag 
behind the rest of them.”

Bowman and Fadde Grab Trustee Seats in Cold Spring Election
continued from page 1

Donald MacDonald and Matt Francisco encourage voters to elect them into office.Michael Bowman and Cathryn Fadde try to push voters to check off  their names on March 18.
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Alex David Wolfsie
Alex David Wolfsie died on March 

10, as a result of a tragic accident. Alex 
entered military service with the US 
Navy on September 25, 2012. After 
completing basic training at Great 
Lakes Naval Station north of Chicago, 
he was sent to Pensacola, Florida to 
commence his training to be an Avionics 
Technician. His next stop was San Diego, 
California for additional training. Alex 
was then deployed to Guam, arriving 
there on October 16, 2013, and was 
undergoing final training before he 
was to be detached to the amphibious 
assault ship Bonhomme Richard, based 
in Japan. Alex will be remembered 
fondly by his friends and family for his 
ever present smile, his ability to make 
anybody laugh and for brightening our 
lives. The saying there are no strangers, 
only friends he didn’t meet was never 
more true than for Alex. But perhaps 
the best way to put into words the life of 
someone who was taken from us much 
too young is to say that Alex wasn’t 
everybody’s best friend but he was the 
best friend everybody’s ever had.

Harry D. Jaffe
Harry D. Jaffe, 68, of Cortlandt 

Manor died unexpectedly at work 
surrounded by his Jacobi Medical 
Center family. During his 42 years 
at Jacobi he rose from technician to 
Associate Director of the Blood bank. 
Born in St. Louis, Missouri to Emanuel 
and Louise (Ten Ecyk) Jaffe, he traveled 
around the country and Japan while 
attending seven different schools 
during his elementary school years. 
Harry graduated from City College of 
New York while being sole support for 
his parents. Throughout his life Harry 
participated in many different sports, 
developed numerous skills in various 
occupations (e.g., painter, short order 
cook, leather crafter, jewelry salesman), 
and was the first choice of many people 
as a photographer for weddings. His 

favorite job was working in the Camera 
Department at Corner Distributors in 
the Bronx, and Sam’s Camera in Mt. 
Kisco. Harry will be cherished and live 
on through his wife of 20 years, Verna 
Lee, and his sons, Emanuel and Samuel.

Margaret Fanelli
Margaret Fanelli, 68, a resident of 

Mahopac for 42 years and now residing 
in Conway, South Carolina, died on 
March 14 after a long battle with cancer. 
She was a loyal and loving mother & 
wife. Margie was born in the Bronx on 
January 7, 1946, the daughter of May & 
Ted Pawlowski.  On October 23, 1965 
she married Vito Fanelli in the Bronx. 
They moved to Mahopac in 1971. 
After many years in the hair industry, 
she opened a successful salon, Perfect 
Creations, in Mahopac, which she 
owned for 10 years. Margaret is survived 
by her devoted husband, Vito, daughter 
Lisa Campanella (Anthony) and son 
Anthony Fanelli (Stephanie) and four 
amazing grandchildren that she called 
her yum-yums: Gina, Gabrielle, Anthony 
and Michael. She is also survived 
by her father, Ted. Siblings include 
Barbara Abrusci (Joseph), Patricia 
Corbett (George), Sue Pawlowski, Janet 
Pawlowski (Karl) & Joanne Pawlowski-
Mendoza (Kym) as well as her in-laws, 
Pat Fanelli, Dominick (Joan) Fanelli, 
and Olympia (Jerry) Supple. She is also 
survived by many nieces, nephews and 
numerous and amazing friends that 
adored her. Margaret will be missed by 
all her family and friends in New York 
and South Carolina. May she rest in 
eternal peace.

Bridget ‘Bridie’ Hamilton
Bridget ‘Bridie’ Hamilton of Brewster, 

died Monday, March 17, after a brief 
illness. She was 77 years old. Mrs. 
Hamilton was born August 8, 1936 
in Streamstown, Cloonfad, County 
Roscommon, daughter of the late 
Patrick and Anne (Davis) Heneghan. 

She graduated from school in Ireland.   
She immigrated to the United States and 
settled in Brooklyn, NY.  On Nov. 17, 
1956 she married John J. ‘Sean’ Hamilton 
at St. Cecilia’s Church in Brooklyn.  
They later moved their family to 
Brewster in 1973 and became members 
of St. Lawrence O’Toole Church. Mrs. 
Hamilton retired from the Carmel Post 
Office with over 20 years of service.   She 
was a proud member of the Emerald 
Association of Putnam County.  She was 
honored to be Emerald of the year and 
together with her husband, past grand 
marshals of the Putnam County St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade.  She also served 
as treasurer of the Kiwanis Club of 
Brewster. Mrs. Hamilton is survived by 
her five children; John ‘Sean’ Hamilton 
of Brewster, NY, Patrick Hamilton of 
Burlington, CT, Maureen Fitzgibbons 
of Hartwood, VA, Daniel Hamilton 
of Dover Plains, NY, Patricia Corey 
of Hyde Park, NY, two sisters; Mary 
Blair of Esperance and her twin sister 
Margaret Brennan of Streamstown, 
Cloonfad, County Roscommon, Ireland, 
ten grandchildren, Megan, Sean, Katy, 
Joseph, Kevin, Brendan, Patrick, Brian, 
Liza and Macayla.   She was predeceased 
by her son Richard Hamilton in 1962.

Frank J., Ferguson
Frank J., Ferguson, of Brewster, died 

Tuesday March 18 at Putnam Hospital 
Center. He was 88 Years old. Frank was 
born on October 17, 1925 in Danbury, 
CT, son to the late Frank and Alice 
(Van Wagner) Ferguson. He attended 
South Salem High School. Mr. Ferguson 
married Catherine Blaney on July 1, 1950 
in Danbury, CT. Frank lived in Danbury, 
CT and Brewster for his lifetime. Frank 
was a Foreman for Castings Corporation 
in Brewster, for 33 years before retiring. 
When he retired he helped his son Barry 
with his business.  Mr. Ferguson was a 
very simple man. He enjoyed antique 
cars and car shows and being outdoors. 
The most important thing to him was 
his wife, his son, grandchildren and 
great grandchildren. He cherished his 
family and friends immensely. Frank 
is survived by his loving wife of 63 
years, his son Barry Ferguson (Joann) 
of Brewster, NY, his 2 grandchildren; 
Kristin Desrosiers and Susan Busnal 
and 4 great grandchildren, his sisters 
Mary Alice Seri and Lois Donaldson and 
brother Steve Ferguson. 

Obituaries
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We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best 
to print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are  
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on the 
discretion of the editor. Please 
refrain from personal attacks. Email 
letters to Editor David Propper at  
dpropper@theexaminernews.com.  
The Putnam Examiner requires all 
letter writers provide their name, 
address and contact information.

Letters Policy

Correction
In the March 18-24 article, “Talks of 

Preventing Tobacco Sales in Pharmacies 
Reignited,” Commissioner of Health Dr. 
Allen Beals’ first name was misspelled. 
The Putnam Examiner regrets the error. 

845-225-7777ÊÊ

TheÊPutnamÊÊÊ
HumaneÊSocietyÊ

RoccoÊisÊhappy,ÊactiveÊ
andÊfriendly.Ê
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Across
1 A cigarette or Wine & Spirits shop 
in
Putnam
5 Tied up with string
11 Water pitcher
12 Where pinot is made
13 Elusive Himalayan
14 Pay no heed to
15 Plague
17 Appraise
21 Washroom to a Brit.
24 Touch off
25 Make reparations
27 Not shawn sheep
28 Part of a tweet
30 Hey, mister ___ jay!
31 Winter necessity or Mohegan Lake
shoe store (goes with 36 across)
36 See 31 across
40 Dissonant
41 Say the same thing
42 Delegate
43 Unaltered

Down
1 Lock opener
2 Wool coat wearer
3 Item in a gladiator’s arsenal
4 Foil
5 Between
6 Hair piece
7 Roadside refuge

8 Colleague of Morpheus and Trinity,
in film
9 Blow it
10 Turn black, maybe
16 Promise
17 Animal doc
18 “We ___ the Champions” (Queen 
hit)
19 “Ya big palooka!”
20 Relaxation
21 Portion of land
22 Alicia of “Falcon Crest”
23 Stagnate
26 Ancient city on the Nile
29 Become rotten
31 Cool, in the 80’s
32 Pac-12 Conference basketballer
33 It’s to the right: Abbr.
34 Lions’ victim
35 Swallow up
37 Plant served like potato
38 Unit of electrical resistance
39 Shoe part

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 13

The Colon Cancer Challenge 
Foundation (CCCF), a New York-
based nonprofit dedicated to reducing 
colorectal cancer incidence and death 
throughout the United States, has added 
a second Colon Cancer Challenge walk 
at Manhattanville College on March 
30 as it begins the second decade 
of its annual public awareness and 
fundraising event.

The Challenge has grown so large that 
it not only moved the New York City 
run to a new venue, but added a second 

Colon Cancer Challenge a week later in 
Purchase, New York. The Westchester 
Colon Cancer Challenge will give even 
more people a chance to participate and 
help CCCF reach its goal of raising $1 
million this year.

“When I started the Colon Cancer 
Challenge 11 years ago, I could only 
hope that it would grow as large as it is 
now. It’s amazing how many people join 
us every year to raise money for public 
awareness, prevention, screening and 
research. It is great to have so much 

support that we’re able to add a second 
walk,” said Dr. Thomas Weber, CCCF 
founder, and Chappaqua resident.

When it began in 2004, the Colon 
Cancer Challenge was the first 
colorectal cancer public awareness 
event in New York City. Last year, 
more than 6,000 people participated 
in the Challenge and raised close to 
$500,000 for colorectal cancer research. 
The Challenge continues to grow and 
attracts participants from 48 states who 
help raise money to fight colorectal 
cancer – the second leading cancer 
killer in America.

Participants will enjoy a 
Remembrance and Prevention Walk 
on the grounds of one of Westchester’s 
most beautiful landscapes. Survivors 
are invited to participate in a special 
Survivor’s Victory Lap and photo in 
front of Reid Castle.

“Bringing the Challenge to 
Westchester is a very exciting way to 
start our second decade,” said Catherine 
Montaldo, CCCF executive director, 
and Putnam Valley resident. “It means 
even more people will get involved in 

spreading the message of awareness and 
prevention, and allows us to include 
more people than ever before.”

The Westchester Colon Cancer 
Challenge starts at 10 a.m. on Sunday, 
March 30, at Manhattanville College, 
2900 Purchase Street in Purchase, New 
York.

For more information about the 
Colon Cancer Challenge and the CCCF, 
visit www.coloncancerchallenge.org. 

About the Colon Cancer Challenge 
Foundation

The Colon Cancer Challenge 
Foundation (coloncancerchallenge.
org) is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
organization registered in New York 
state and listed by the Federal IRS as 
a public charity dedicated to reducing 
colorectal cancer incidence and 
death. Its mission includes supporting 
research into the causes and cures for 
colorectal cancer, increasing public 
awareness, educating the public about 
the importance of early detection and 
forming strategic partnerships in the 
fight against colorectal cancer.

Colon Cancer Challenge Expands to 
Second Walk at Manhattanville College
Annual event expanding to kick off second decade of raising money to fight colorectal cancer
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New York families choosing a 
day camp for their child should be 
aware that not all summer camps 
are inspected by the Department of 
Health each year due to a loophole 
that exists under current New York 
State Law.  Currently, single-purpose 
day camps are not required by law to 
follow the same rules and regulations 
that other summer day camps comply 
with in order to operate and obtain 
a permit from the Department of 
Health. This means that many of the 
day camps parents are choosing aren’t 
regulated and may not meet basic 
safety standards. 

“Many parents aren’t aware that the 
camp they selected isn’t inspected by 
the Department of Health and that 
there may be safety concerns for their 
child,” said Ben Esposito, President of 
the New York State Camp Directors 
Association. “Families wouldn’t eat 
at a restaurant that was exempt from 
a Department of Health inspection 
for sanitary standards. Would they 
knowingly send their child to a 
camp that doesn’t meet basic safety 

standards?”
A single-purpose day camp refers 

to those camps (such as a gymnastics 
camp, baseball camp or basketball 
camp) that engage in just one non-
passive recreational activity with 
significant risk of injury.  These 
camps are allowed to operate without 
a Department of Health permit or 
inspection and may not meet the same 
strict safety standards as day camps 
that have two or more activities on 
site. The state Department of Health 
estimates that there are approximately 
2,400 of these camps situated 
throughout the State of New York.

For over 30 years, outdoor day 
camps in New York have been licensed 
and inspected by the Department 
of Health. Shockingly, single-
purpose camps remain completely 
unregulated. Parents should be 
aware that because there is no DOH 
permitting or inspection, there can be 
significant safety issues. For example, 
single purpose camps are not required 
to ascertain if their employees and 
volunteers are included in a sex 

offender registry. 
They are also 
not subjected to 
regular inspections 
by the Department 
of Health to ensure 
compliance with 
a wide range of 
safety standards 
including 
background checks 
of staff personnel, 
minimum age 
requirement for 
counselors, proper 
staffing ratios, and 
dozens of other 
safeguards that protect children at 
other summer day camps. 

“Day camps are a crucial part 
of our children’s development and 
they should be a place that is safe 
for children,” said Scott Ralls, 
President of the American Camp 
Association, New York and New 
Jersey. “Unfortunately, not all summer 
day camps are regulated, so parents 
need to do their due diligence when 

looking for a camp and make sure they 
are choosing a camp that is inspected 
by the Department of Health and is 
accredited by the American Camp 
Association, NY and NJ.”

For further information or to speak 
with a camp spokesperson, please 
contact Jess Michaels at the American 
Camp Association, NY and NJ at 
212.391.5208 x1015 or jess@aca-nynj.
org.

When Choosing a Summer Camp, Make Sure Camp is Safe
Summer Camp Section

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878  •  advertising@theexaminernews.com
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Start With Nature
A deep connection with nature is 

one of the most precious gifts children 
have. Not only does time close to the 
earth nourish their physical body, 
but also their mind and soul. As 
computers, televisions, and phones 
become ever more central to our lives, 
that connection to the earth becomes 
ever more vital. 

We all have the ability to support 
re-connect children with nature, 
regardless of our outdoors knowledge 
or experience. The simple motivation 
we feel to share our love of the natural 
world with children is central to the 
process, and extremely powerful.

With The Flow
There are countless scientific studies 

showing that time in nature is good for 
our physical and mental health, but 
we know that’s not the full extent of 
the benefit. Usually overlooked is the 
connection with the flow of life that is 
nourished. With positive experiences 
close to nature, children no longer see 
themselves as separate individuals (as 
is the norm in our culture). 

The illusion of separation is a very 
destructive worldview because all 
the individual units are constantly 
fighting against one another for 
their survival. It’s constant war! 
This internal violence is what we see 
manifested outwardly in our global 
society. 

With real, hands-on experiences in 
nature, children come to realize that 

they’re not separate, and that they 
don’t need to be in a constant battle. 
They’re as connected to the trees as 
they are to their legs, that the oceans 
are as much a part of them as their 
own heart. This is undoubtedly life 
changing, and it’s so wonderfully 
simple! 

No Expectations
One of the central reasons nature is 

such a miraculous teacher for children 
is because it doesn’t expect anything 
from them. Rivers don’t expect them 
to think certain thoughts. Plants don’t 
expect them to say certain words. And 
mountains don’t expect them to act a 
certain way. And so nature constantly 
reminds our children that they’ve 
always been free.

This is so easy for kids to forget 
because they rapidly become 
burdened by all the expectations of 
modern society. We unconsciously 
hand them thousands of beliefs and 
judgments to carry around with them. 
These include learning they must 
chase success, outcompete others, and 
be motivated by the fear of failure. 

Perfect
When we support by giving them 

time close to nature they find they can 
let go of all those illusions. They plug 
themselves back in to the very flow of 
life. There’s nothing to chase, nothing 
to run after, nothing to outcompete. 
They are perfect. Here, and now. 
Nature expects nothing from children, 

and so she gives everything.

Nourishing The Seed
We tend to think that the solutions 

to the challenges we’ve created for our 
children are terribly complicated. That 
they must require special technology, 
new drugs, different research, and 
certainly more information. But 
usually, the solutions are far simpler 
than this. Time and again we see how 
powerful simply being allowed to play 
in nature is for children. 

Through my work I’ve had the 
privilege of supporting thousands of 
children on the path to re-connecting 
with nature. I’ve seen the same things 
happen over and over again. Children 
know deep down who they are. They 
know that they’re not separate. And 
because of this, they are inherently 
peaceful, joyful, and creative. That 
seed of re-connection is nourished 
perfectly by nature, and when it is, the 
blossoming of children is one of the 
most beautiful experiences to witness.

Just Play!
As adults we all have the tools to 

support this re-connection right now. 

Children don’t need to memorize 
the names of plants or facts about 
animals. They just need to be allowed 
to play, without the pressure of 
society wondering if their activity will 
help them get ahead, be successful, 
or allow them to pass exams. Their 
unburdened play in nature is already 
bringing them the ultimate success: 
The experience of walking as one with 
life. Peace, joy and creativity are with 
them every step of the way.

The next time you step outside with 
a child, take just a few seconds and re-
connect with nature using your senses. 
Children will follow our example. 
Smell a wildflower, feel the breeze on 
your cheek, gently caress the bark of 
a tree, marvel at birdsong. This is the 
simplest, yet one of the most powerful 
forms of play. For children, it’s simple, 
and it’s life changing.

Simon Harrison is the Program 
Director at The Children of The Earth 
Foundation, a non-profit organization 
dedicated to supporting the next 
generation to a deep connection with 
nature. Find more information at 
www.cotef.org

Why a Deep Connection to Nature is so Vital For Children
Summer Camp Section

For information on these programs call 914-528-5600 • 1949 E Main St, Mohegan Lk, NY 
Nancy Brophy, Owner

Both Programs are registering now for September 2014

Tom Thumb Knows the “Power of Play”

H H H H H H H

H H H H H H H H 

Preschool, Recreational 
and Team classes available.

Helping to build Healthy Bodies 
and Strong Minds

Directors: Teodora Cepoi-Olympic Silver Medalist
Sorin Cepoi-Twice Olympic Competitor

Tom Brophy - Club Manager/Coach

Summer Camp
Helping to build Healthy Bodies and Strong Minds.

Directors: Teodora Cepoi-Olympic Silver Medalist
Sorin Cepoi-Twice Olympic Competitor

Tom Brophy-Club Manager
914-528-5437

NYS Certified Cirruculum

We Are A School!

1/2 Day or Full Day 
Programs

Operating Hours 
7am to 6pm

www.tomthumbpreschool.com

914-528-5600

The Tom Thumb Campus • 1949 E. Main St.
Mohegan Lake NY • Nancy Brophy Owner/Director

For Ages 3.5 to 
9 years old
Hours: 9-3

Choose your own days
Before/After care 

Available

Summer 
Camp

914-528-5600

SUMMER CLASSES
Preschool, Recreational and Team 

Classes Available

For Ages 3-5 to 9 years old
Hours: 9 to 3

Choose your own days.

The Hudson Valley’s premiere 
school of Irish dance!  

On-going registration with    
convenient locations in

Upper Westchester/Putnam and   
Fishkill, Dutchess County.  

Specializing in solo, team and 
world champion classes. Check 
out our fun introductory classes 

for toddlers and beginners.    

Now Announcing:  
Summer 2014 Day Camps! 

Choose from week-long sessions 
starting June 23rd for 7 weeks 

from 9 am—2 pm.  
Great introduction for beginners 

& lots of dance, fitness and 
friendship for all ages!

Also specialized intensive     
workshops for solos and teams.  

Kelly-Oster School of Irish Dance 
54 Miller Road, Mahopac, NY 
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God has a great sense of humor. 
In the early 2000s when the 

Cappelli Organization came to 
Yorktown to reveal a plan for a 
large, luxury residential complex 
it wanted to build, I thought to 
myself I’d never want to live in a 
place like that. I thought it was 
just too big and expensive for 
our area. But, as I announced last 
week, I just bought into it. 

What happened during the 
intervening dozen years that 
has rendered me an enthusiastic 
buyer just dying to get into the 
place? A number of things.

When first announced, the 
units were to be priced from 
the mid $500,000s  to $1.3 million. In our 
sleepy community where the average single-
family house sold at the time for under 
$450,000, that seemed to me, as a member 
of our architectural review board, a bit 
out of whack. When I brought this to the 
attention of the developer’s representatives, 
the somewhat impatient response was, “Sir, 
you don’t know your own market.”   

The project was approved by all the 
necessary boards. Despite the fact that it 
was marketed at the height of the real estate 
boom, just as I had predicted, it was the 

wrong concept at the wrong time 
in the wrong place at the wrong 
price. After nearly a half dozen 
years, only a handful of the 141 
units had sold.

Everybody agreed that the 
building and the units were 
beautifully designed and 
appointed but the public rejected 
apartment-style living, even with 
incredible amenities, at a price 
point that would have been more 
acceptable in Chappaqua or 
White Plains.

But a few years ago some novel 
marketing moves were made. 
First, a deal was made with 
Donald Trump to add his name 

to the marquee for a more glitzy appeal 
as Trump Park Residences. I’m not sure 
that it did the trick for me. I was still mad 
that Trump had littered the Taconic State 
Parkway with four giant signs announcing 
state parks that you can neither find nor 
visit.

Then two years ago there seemed to be a 
confluence of elements that came together 
to change public perception. Obviously, 
some smart financial re-structuring had 
been done that allowed drastic price 
reductions that caught everyone’s attention. 

Then something else happened that I’ve 
never heard mentioned as an influence on 
the housing market, but I believe has had 
an impact: Superstorm Sandy.  It’s what 
convinced my wife and me that we didn’t 
want to brace for the next extreme storm as 
guardians of our own property ever again. 
We were getting too old to deal with it.

We wanted to now live in a big beautiful 
building that would be taken care of by 
a staff of highly competent people. Let 
somebody else worry about a tree being 
pulled up by its roots.

Another factor is that I’ve become a 
friendlier old cuss in my more senior years 
and that is reflected in my preferred home 
style. My wife and I have experienced the 
joys of our first studio apartment, our 
first two-bedroom apartment, our first 
town home, our first country home, our 
renovations, our first second home, and 
now, what will become our retirement 
home, surrounded by people our own age 
with whom we want to socialize and grow 
old with. I feel more energized than ever 
and can’t wait for this new chapter to unfold.

The most exciting part is that our new 
home, which sold a few years ago for over 
$900,000, was just contracted for sale for 
close to half of that. That’s some deal, right? 
From what I understand, a lot of other 

people are now jumping in and taking 
advantage of very favorable pricing now 
offered. The units are selling with vigor.

Socially, having been a shy and soft 
spoken person for most of my life (I realize 
that anybody who knows me is probably 
laughing as they read this), I now just can’t 
stop talking and I want to hang out with the 
guys. I don’t want to have to walk a mile to 
find a neighbor; I want to walk just a couple 
of doors down. I want to just get into an 
elevator to go to the gym or the game room 
to socialize. 

When did all this happen? I don’t know. 
The Trump Park Residences never changed. 
They were always grand and beautiful. I 
changed. I stopped being “Mr. Grump, Go 
Away and Leave Me Alone.” Now I’m “Mr. 
Shake My Hand and Howdy Do.”    

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com, specializing in lifestyles, real estate and 
development. His real estate site is: www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his blog is: 
www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To engage the 
services of The Home Guru and his team 
to market your home for sale, call 914-522-
2076.

Hello, Mr. Trump, Sorry I Waited So Long To Shake Your Hand

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner   914-864-0878   advertising@theexaminernews.com

The world of 
wine distribution is 
a tangled, complex 
and many times 
confusing arena. 
With the repeal 
of Prohibition in 
1933, the federal 
government 
felt compelled 
to regulate the 

newly revitalized domestic wine and 
liquor industry after its 13-year hiatus, by 
controlling the wine distribution pipeline 
and presumably preventing organized crime 
from exercising its political and logistical 
clout to control all, or a portion of, the 
industry.

The system in place today in New York is 
very much the same legal structure as was 
initiated by the federal government 80 years 
ago. This structure, commonly referred to 
as the “three-tier system,” dictates the roles 
of the three parties typically involved in the 
sale of wine (and liquor). A winery typically 
must engage a wholesaler to distribute its 
wines. A retailer or restaurant must engage 
a wholesaler to source its wines. With the 
wholesalers/distributors becoming the 
focal point of all wine sales, they are 
largely in control of the flow of all wine 
and liquor in New York and the rest of the 
United States. 

Last week, a high-profile retail group 

of companies was 
identified as a possible 
violator of New York State 
Liquor Authority (SLA) 
regulations, subjecting the 
group to potential fines and 
temporary loss of its liquor 
license. 

The retail group? The restaurants and 
food halls owned and run by the “Italian 
Triumvirate”--Mario Batali, Joe Bastianich 
and Joe’s mother, Lidia. Together they have 
an ownership interest in and manage over 
10 eateries in New York, including Tarry 
Lodge (in Port Chester), Del Posto, Babbo, 
Felidia, Becco, Esca, Otto, Lupo, Casa Mono 
and their quasi-franchise Manhattan retail 
stores Eataly and Eataly Scuola. These three 
have spent decades creating a vast empire 
of highly regarded and highly popular 
restaurants. 

While the SLA issues came as somewhat 
of a surprise, this group has stretched 

the legal boundaries before. 
Remember the tip skimming 

scandal at Del Posto last 
year that resulted in 
a multimillion dollar 
settlement? 

The SLA referenced 
violations: 

interlocking 
interest and 
false material 

statement. There has been 
a consensus in the wine 
industry that the Bastianich 
family (but not Batali) has 
an interlocking interest 
by importing wines and 
offering them for sale at the 
wine shop at Eataly and on a 

few of their restaurant wine lists. Plus, this 
information apparently was not previously 
disclosed, thus the false statement allegation. 

While perhaps not in compliance with the 
letter of the law, it seems the SLA has been 
leaving it to the Bastianiches to interpret the 
spirit of the law. Until now. The letter of the 
law states a retail wine shop/restaurant and a 
producer must maintain a legal wall between 
each operation. Apparently, it is the Eataly 
wine shop that is the target of the SLA. 

The potential penalties are significant. A 
$500,000 fine and a suspension of the group’s 
liquor license at each named location for 
six months. Needless to say, this would be 
devastating; the restaurants would effectively 
be shut down. Even worse, one or both of the 
Bastianiches may be required to relinquish 
ownership in the restaurants, food hall and/
or wine shop.

The likely penalties: Only the SLA can 
decide their fate, but it seems that, like most 
government agencies’ modus operandi, 
a hefty monetary penalty will be exacted 
for the state’s coffers. One or both of the 

Bastianiches may have to step away from one 
or more of their ventures. A rescission of the 
various liquor licenses seems onerous and 
will likely be negotiated out of a settlement.  

I’m reminded of the legal precept from my 
college law class--the letter of the law trumps 
the spirit of the law. I would think that the 
SLA will consider intent as a primary 
consideration. 

Are these issues the tip of the iceberg, 
extending to other importer/retailers, or a 
witch hunt against high-profile operators?  
By the time you read this column it is likely 
the SLA will have elaborated on its issues 
and perhaps negotiated a settlement. Shame 
on the Italian Triumvirate and their cadre of 
lawyers for opening the door to regulatory 
intervention.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 15 years he has conducted 
numerous wine tastings and lectures. He 
also offers personalized wine tastings and 
wine travel services. Nick’s credo: continuous 
experimenting results in instinctive behavior. 
You can reach him at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on Twitter @
sharingwine.

The Regulators Are Always Lurking in the Shadows
You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
By Nick Antonaccio

‘following the letter or 
the spirit of the law?’
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Save the Date: 
Wednesday, April 9: Hudson Valley 

Food and Wine Experience. 6 p.m.-
9 p.m. Villa Barone Hilltop Manor 
Mahopac. For more information visit:  
http://pnwwrc.org/

Tuesday, March 25 
Volunteers Needed for The big event 

‘Post Prom Party’ April 4.  Carmel 
High School. For 25 years, the Carmel 
High School Parent Association has 
worked their magic and transformed the 
school into a safe, funfilled, wonderland 
for every junior, whether they went 
to the prom or not. And it’s Free. 
Please help us continue this wonderful 
tradition.  For more information or 
to offer your help, visit our facebook 
page https://www.facebook.com/
CarmelHighSchoolParentsAssociation.  
Contact Sue Stone at CHPA@
carmelschools.org  to offer your time or 
food donations.  Monetary donations 
can be made through www.gofundme.
com/6monvo. 

Life Insurance Seminar: 10:30 a.m. at 
Reed Library.  Did you know that there 
are 17 reasons to have life insurance and 
only one of them is to pay final expenses?  
This workshop will cover the reasons for 
life insurance that most people never 
think of as well as explaining the process 
of planning for final expenses and 
survivorship.  Please call the library to 
register, 845-225-2439

Wednesday, March 26  
Patterson Historical Society 

Historical Society 1 p.m. at the Patterson 
Library.

Everything you need to know about 
puppies: Reed Library.  7 p.m.   Presented 
by Middlebranch Veterinary Assistant 
Amy Barry.  Registration suggested 845-
225-2439.

Thursday, March 27 
Members of the Till Foster Task Force 

Core Team (TFTF) charged with helping 
to restructure the future of the 199-acre 
county owned farm on Route 312 in 
Southeast, will hold their second public 
workshop. 3 p.m. at the Training and 
Operations Center, 110 Old Route 6 in 
the Donald B. Smith Campus in Carmel. 
People interested in learning more 
about the farm should visit the County 
website at: www.putnamcountyny.gov/
TillyFoster. Emails from those wishing to 
volunteer as members of on one or more 
of the subcommittees should be sent to: 
TillyFoster@PutnamCountyNY.gov.  

The Tri-State IBM Retirees Club:  
1:30 p.m.  United Methodist Church, 
1176 E. Main Street, Shrub Oak, NY.  The 
scheduled speaker is A.J. (Tony) Dottino, 
IBM retiree, noted author, founder 
of USA Memory Championships.  
Members are requested to bring a deck 

of cards, pen/pencil and paper for some 
challenging mind games. Refreshments 
and sign-in at 1 p.m.  New members 
welcome. Annual dues will be accepted.  
Information: (914) 528-5916.

The Northwest Earth Institute’s 
Voluntary Simplicity five-week 
discussion course will meet in the 
Desmond-Fish Library’s Community 
Room on Thursday evenings (March 
27th through April 24th) from 7 p.m. – 
8:30pm. Course participants may borrow 
the books from the library or purchase a 
copy to keep for $25. Class size is limited 
to 12 students. Please register at the 
library desk or by calling 845-424-3020.

Friday, March 28 
MSA Baseball Bingo Night:  7:30 p.m. 

-11 p.m. Mahopac Firehouse, 741 Rte. 6, 
Mahopac, $25 per person in advance/at 
door.  **Adults Only** $5 for additional 
bingo cards included in admission:  Bingo 
Card - Snacks – Dessert- Beverages Come 
for a fun night out with many chances 
to win!  Prize table, silent auctions, 
gift baskets & 50/50 raffle Music by DJ 
Tony Sottile. Please send check payable 
to MSA Baseball to: Sandy Luongo 9 
Hamlin Rd Mahopac NY 10541. Support 
a dream come true. Help the Mahopac 
12U American Indians Baseball Team get 
to Cooperstown. Questions: email Sandy 
Luongo at sluongo68@verizon.net

Girl Scout Penny Social: 6 p.m.-9 p.m. 
at the Putnam Valley Elementary School, 
171 Oscawana Lake Road, Putnam Valley. 
Big sweeps prizes, raffles, gifts.  Food and 
drink for purchase.   great family fun

Saturday, March 29 
Taking Care of the Environment, at 

Home and Around the World  “Our 
Place in the Web Of Life,” an informative 
and enjoyable two-session class, will 
be offered March 29 and April 11 from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 4th Unitarian 
Society, located at 1698 Strawberry 
Road off Route 6 in in Mohegan Lake. 
The engaging workshop will incorporate 
small-group discussion, music and 
reflection as participants consider what 
it means to be part of an inter-connected 
community. The session will be facilitated 
by the Reverend Karen Brammer, who 
is Manager of the Unitarian Green 
Sanctuary Program. The cost of $40 
includes both workshops. Please register 
at 914-222-3114 by 5 p.m. on March 27.

The Mahopac Library Host a free dog 
training seminar. 1 p.m. Get answers 
to your dog training questions! Learn 
about: setting clear and fair expectations, 
proper exercise and socialization, 
obedience trainings, integrating a new 
puppy into your home, and much more. 
This workshop is presented by Steven 
Reid, S.R. Dog Training, LLC.  A family 
program for ages 10 through adult; 
NO pets please. Limited Enrollment; 

Registration is requested; register at 
www.mahopaclibrarysite.org or call 845-
628-2009, ext 100.

How to Plan a Garden: Patterson 
Library, 1167 Rte. 311 Patterson.  1 
p.m. Are your flowers pushing each 
other around because they don’t have 
room to spread their petals? Are 
your tomatoes suffocating each other 
because you didn’t give them room to 
breathe? The Putnam County Cornell 
Cooperative Extension will teach you 
how to take a step back and design your 
flower or vegetable garden with space in 
mind. Registration preferred, walk-ins 
welcome if space allows. To register or 
for more information, visit us online at 
www.pattersonlibrary.org and click on 
calendar or call 845-878-6121 x10. Free 
program.

13th Annual Fundraising 
event for Cystic Fibrosis: Freezin’ 
Frost Fest and Jump: http://www.
freezinforcysticfibrosis.com

St. Baldrick’s Day: Hosted by The 
Claddagh Bar and Grill. 925 Rt 6 
Mahopac. We hope to get 40 to 50 
shavees this year to shed their locks in 
solidarity. If you are unable to shave 
your head or make it to the event please 
consider making a donation. If you have 
any questions you can contact Zach 
Semenetz, at (845)661-3634 or zjs5@
cornell.edu Visit: http://www.stbaldricks.
org/events/mypage/66/2014

Sunday, March 30 
Putnam County Elected Officials 

Forum. 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Spain Cornerstone 
Park at the corner of Gleneida Avenue 
and Fair Street in Carmel.

Monday, March 31
4-H Junior Vet Program: In a joint 

partnership with South Putnam Animal 
Hospital’s Veterinarians in Mahopac, 
Cornell Cooperative Extension’s 
4-H Youth Development Program is 
sponsoring a 6 week Junior Vet Program 
Series.  This exciting opportunity is open 
to Putnam County youth 9 -14 years 
old, membership in 4-H is not required.   
This program will be an introduction 
to a career in the Vet Sciences with 
hands-on-learning and a chance to 
shadow local Veterinarians.  A session 
of continuous Mondays will begin on 
March 31st and finish May 12th.  All 
programs will run from 6:30 p.m. to 
7:45 p.m.   The registration fee of $100 
for non-4-H members, or $70 for 4-H 
members, will include enrollment and 
workbook materials.  Prior participants 
are not eligible.  Space is limited to 12 
youth on a first come, first serve basis.  
Early registration is advised.  Only a non-
refundable, paid registration will reserve 
space in the workshop.  A registration 
form is available at www.cce.cornell.edu/
putnam.  For additional information 
please contact Cornell Cooperative 
Extension at 845-278-6738.

Crossword Answers

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks 

prior to your event and include the words “Happenings 
Calendar Submission” in your email subject line. Entries 

should be sent to Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 032514
adoption
Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring local li-
censed adoption agency provides finan-
cial and emotional support. Choose from 
loving pre-approved families. Habla Es-
panol.  Call Joy  1-914-939-1180 or con-
fidential email: Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
ThroughAdoption.org

PRIVATE ADOPTION: We dream if 
adopting a newborn into our family that's 
filled with love & laughter. All legal  ex-
penses paid. Visit www.Dianal,ouAdopt.
com or call 1-800-477-7611

auctions
Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

divorcE
DIVORCE $349 - Uncontested divorce 
papers prepared. Includes poor person 
application/waives government fees, if ap-
proved. One signature required. Separa-
tion agreements available. Make Divorce 
Easy - 518-274-0380.

EvEnts
RINALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM First 
Market. Sunday April 6th. 900 Dutchess 
Turnpike (Rt 44) Poughkeepsie NY. Free 
Admission & Parking.  Great Food, Bar-
gains.  Vendors Wanted! RINALDIFLEA-
MARKET.COM  See You There!

For salE
Privacy Hedges- SPRING Blowout Sale 6ft 
Arborvitae (cedar) Regular $129 Now $59 
Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE Installa-
tion/FREE delivery 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttrees.com Limited Supply!

HEaltH
IF YOU USED THE BLOOD THIN-
NER PRADAXA and suffered internal 
bleeding, hemorrhaging, required hospi-
talization or a loved one died while taking 
Pradaxa between October 2010 and the 
present. You may be entitled to compen-
sation. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

HElp WantEd
Heating And Air Conditioning Techni-
cian Training! Fast Track, Hands On, Na-
tional Certification Program. Lifetime Job 
Placement. VA Benefits Eligible! 1-877-
994-9904

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students Housing available. Job placement 
assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not ap-
plicable in Queens county"

land For salE
CATSKILL FARM SHORT SALE 30 ac 
- $89,900 Big views, spring, woods, fields, 
town rd, utils! 2 hrs NYC! Below market! 
Terms! 888-479-3394 NewYorkLandan-
dLakes.com

ABUTS STATE LAND 10 acres - $29,900 
Southern Tier hilltop farm, views, fields, 
woods! EZ terms! Call 888-905-8847 New-
YorkLandandLakes.com

SURVIVAL LAND, Sedona, Arizona. 
Warm Climate & Safety; Includes Organic 
Topsoil, Excellent Water Sources: Well, 
Creek & Irrigation Canal. Huge Root Cel-
lar. Other Unique Homes -Sedona, Tubac, 
And Tucson, Arizona. (928) 300-5701. 
www.magiclandrealty.com

TIMBERLAND INVESTMENT 60acres 
- $99,900 Managed woodlands, stonewalls, 
views, great hunting! 2.5 hrs NYC! Abuts 
State Land! Terms avail! 888-476-4569

miscEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4897.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

mortgagEs
Ready to buy a home?We are ready to help. 
The State of NY Mortgage agency offers up 
to $15,000 down payment assistance. www.

sonyma.org. 1-800-382-HOME(4663).

out oF statE rEal EstatE
Sebastian, Florida Affordable custom 
factory constructed homes $45,900+, 
Friendly community, No Real Estate or 
State Income Taxes ,minutes to Atlantic 
Ocean. 772-581-0080, www.beach-cove.
com. Limited seasonal rentals

rEal EstatE
HILLTOP FARMHOUSE 6 acres - $99,900 
Great country getaway! 5 BR, 2 BA, decks, 
In law cottage! Views, ideal setting! 888-
701-7509  NewYorkLandandLakes.com

vacation rEntals
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open dai-
ly. Holiday Real Estate. 1-800-638-2102. 
Online reservations: www.holidayoc.com

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jew-
elry, books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683

CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

WindoWs
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS $179 IN-
STALLED WHITE DOUBLE HUNG 
TILT-INS LIFETIME WARRANTY 
$1,500 Manufacturer†Rebate Available 
Major Credit Card Accepted CALL RICH 
866-272-7533

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

OverÊ500ÊVacationÊHomes,Ê
fromÊDuckÊtoÊCorolla,Ê

OceanfrontÊtoÊSoundfront,Ê
PrivateÊPools,ÊHotÊTubs,Ê

PetsÊandÊMoreÉ

rindley
each

V A C A T I O N S Ê & Ê S A L E S

BookÊOnlineÊatÊÊwww.brindleybeach.com
1-877-642-3224

Ò S E R V I C E Ê F I R S TÉ Ê F U N ÊA LWAY S ! Ó

Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!

GOLDBERG & OSBORNE
1-800-THE-EAGLE
(1-800-843-3245)

www.1800theeagle.com

915 W. Camelback Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85013

Open 7 days

a week

Important news for DIABETICS with
BLADDER CANCER

The diabetes drug, ACTOS®, has been linked to an increased 
risk of bladder cancer. If you or a loved one has been 
diagnosed with bladder cancer after taking ACTOS®, ACTOplus 
met®, ACTOplus MET® XR or duetact®, call us now about 
making a claim for substantial monetary compensation.  No 
fees or costs until your case settles. We practice law only in 
Arizona, but associate with lawyers throughout the U.S.

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for 

the next week’s publication

To Place a 
Classified Ad 

call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com
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March 25 -  March 31, 2014                                                                                                      SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                                                                                                          SPORTS SECTION

After a riveting 18-point come-from-behind OT triumph of  St. Anthony’s in last Friday NYS Federation semifinal, two-time reigning 
NYSPHSAA champion Ossining’s comeback well ran dry in its 63-57 loss to Long Island Lutheran at the Times Union Center in 
Albany. The Pride’s comeback bid, in which they trailed by double digits in the third and eventually took a three-point lead in the 
fourth, came unglued in the final 2:00 against the Lady Crusaders, who hung on the celebrate victory, much to the chagrin of  
Ossining’s (L-R) Steph Svoboda, Shadeen Samuels and Moriah Cherry. Ossining finished its historic season at 25-3, making its 
charge to the Pride’s first Federation final without a single senior on the roster.. See Girls’ Hoops Notebook inside

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Ossining Feels it All at Federation Final 4

Thrill of Victory, Agony of Defeat!
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS
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Section 1 is Yorktown’s World, All Others Renting Space
L/P, Mahopac Hope to Bounce Back in Class A; PV Hopes to Contend in C
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

If ever there were a proven T-E-A-M 
scheme in Section 1 sports, one would 
only need to visit a Yorktown lacrosse 
practice/game for what we in the business 
call Macro LAX-enomics, a refined, 
systematic approach that has generated an 
outrageous 36 Section 1 championships 
in four decades. In this day and age of 
competitiveness, outrageous is about the 
only way to describe such dominance. 
When everybody else on the Section 1 
compass is taking aim at you, and you can 
still bob, weave and stick like the Huskers 
have since the early 60s, you become a 
cult-like society of leaders and followers 
that habitually roam the promise land.

This 2014 version -- should they not 
read too much into their pre-season 
headlines -- figures to be an assemblage 
of similar ilk; one that expects to run the 
Class B table in Section 1 and probably go 
undefeated against its Class A and/or C 
competition, too.

It would be tough to pin that on most 
Section 1 units, given all Coach Dave 
Marr has lost to graduation (including 
All-Americans Nick Mariano, Trevor 
Koelsch and Brian Prestreau), but such is 
life on along the great wall at Yorktown; 
where they work the same bricks worked 
by the likes of Paul Carcaterra, Roy Colsey 
and scores of other worldwide greats.

“Although we lost a lot of scoring we are 
approaching the season the same as we 
always have,” said Husker All-American 
senior A Connor Vercruysse, one of three 
returning All-Americans. “We have a 

system that anybody can step into and 
become a threat to score, so there are a lot 
of opportunities for guys to do that.”

Six-time NYS champion Yorktown’s 
four defined goals are clearly stated at the 
beginning of every season: Murphy Cup, 
sectional championship, regional title 
and state crown; and throw in a power 
league title for good measure.

“As a team we have four goals for the 
season, as we always 
do, so we are striving 
to accomplish those 
goals,” said Captain 
Vercruysse, a 
dependable bull.

The three-time 
reigning Section 1 
champion Huskers 
have graduated 
a good portion 
of is defense, but 
it is definitely an 
enviable position 
to remain strong 
with All-American 
anchor Austin 
Fusco wind-milling 
opposing sticks 
along the back end. 

Defenders like D 
Tomas Rodriguez, G 
Austin Graham, D 

Chris Cunnington 

are expected to step up big this year on 
defense, and a set of twins, Nick and 
Dan Del Bene are due for big years. 
Dan, a stout 6’3” 200-pound junior, will 
be a force on defense and senior Nick 
joins Vercruysse and shifty senior Nicky 
Bonitatibus on perhaps the dirtiest attack 
unit in Section 1.

Add to that a pair of filthy midfield 
lines featuring All-American faceoff man 
Luke Palmadesso and substantial threats 
like turf-singeing Ryan Baker, plus Billy 
Strassman, Kris Alvarado and Michael 
Dedvukaj.

Add it up, and crunch the numbers: 
Yorktown is the clear favorites in Class 
B (no surprise there) to represent in 
the state tournament with not enough 
resistance being put up in other Class B 
hotspots like Somers, Brewster and 2013 
finalists John Jay.

SOMERS has superb athleticism and 
more than enough stick skills to make a 
run at Yorktown. Actually knocking off 
Yorktown could be another story.

“They’re wired differently over there, it’s 
in their DNA,” Tusker boss Lew Janavey 
said of the Huskers. “The stick is in their 
hands from the time they can hold it. 
We’ll see if our athleticism matches up 
against them, but Yorktown is on its own 
tier when it comes to lacrosse.”

As it always is, bridging the gap will 
be the task of the century, but middie 
Justin Corpolongo is one of the best 
face-off men in the section, who should 
grant opportunity for a potent attack unit 
that features speedy Tim Cousin, Mike 
Cegielski, Tyler DeVito and AJ Cartelli, 
who will work a four-man rotation. 
Middies Marc Fiocco and a healthy 
Manny Mendoza (ACL recovery) are 
vital.

“If they ride, they’ll stay in on attack,” 
Janavey said. “Justin is one of the best 
middies around and is a big part of what 
we do. It’s almost make-it-take-it when he 
gets it going on draws.”

The D-mids are also athletic, including 
a group that played football at a high level 
(Matt Morgante, Connor Vlasaty and 
Joe Spor). G Nik Genualdo, a converted 
attackman, returns with an All-Section 
skill set between the pipes.

Somers hasn’t won the Section 1 title 
since 2013 Tewaaraton finalist Jo-Jo 
Marasco bolted for Syracuse in 2009, and 
getting back to the top will be a tall order 
so long as Yorktown stands in its path.

“I don’t see that ever changing,” Janavey 
said. “Yorktown is Yorktown, and while 
their offense may not be as potent as last 
year, if it is we’re all in trouble.”

BREWSTER appears to have the 

goods in All-Section senior Liam DaRos, 
who will fill the nests with his filthy 
cranks. The Bears haven’t been serious 
contenders for the Class B crown since a 
2008 championship setback to John Jay, 
and another in 2005. A return trip in 2014 
seems unlikely with Yorktown, Somers 
and John Jay as the leading contenders to 
do reach the title tilt. Rabbit

The direction HEN HUD heads in 
after the graduation of key seniors like 
Kevin McDermott and Joe Fraietta also 
remains to be seen, but anyone sleeping 
on the Sailors as a Class B player will 

be slapped awake in very rude fashion. 
Sailor Coach Craig Solomon has been 
building a youth movement behind those 
key losses, and the Sailors are counting 
on being contenders in their first Class B 
endeavor in three years, much like they 
were in Class C the past few years.

PEEKSKILL welcomes back an old 
friend to its program, as former Coach 
Sean Mulholland returns for a second 
go. The fiery mentor hopes to unleash 
the inner beast within the Red Devils, 
who have struggled to gain any form of 
consistency in recent years. Mulholland 
knows it’s a work in progress but he 
intends to turn a corner.
CLASS A

It better be time to take back the 
CHIP. Two-time champion Mamaroneck 
stunned Lakeland/Panas in come-from-
behind fashion in last spring’s semifinals 
before taking out North Rockland in 
the most unlikely Class A semifinal 

Yorktown All-American Austin Fusco is without 
question the premier long stick in Section 1.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Putnam Valley pole Alex Bronzo will anchor the Tiger defense.

Brewster’s Liam DaRos should fill the nets plenty 
this season.



March 25- March 31, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com 17
October 8 - October 14, 2013 The Putnam Examiner2A

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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in Section 1 history (given the times). 
Neither Mahopac, nor L/P put up enough 
fight to restore the LAX pride to the N. 
West/Putnam area as both were bounced 
in stunning fashion; L/P in the semis and 
’Pac in the quarters. It marked the first 
time since 2006 (and just the third time 
since 1988) that neither Mahopac nor L/P 
were in the Class A finals.

LAKELAND/PANAS, by its own 
admission a Jekyll-and-Hyde outfit, 
fancies itself a challenger within the 
Section 1 power league where Yorktown 
returns as regular season champs. The 
Rebels (8-11) may not have the depth 
the Huskers do, but they are a talented 
crop that has yet to live up to the billing 
we all heard about back in 2012; when a 
ballyhooed group of sophomores burst 
onto the scene.

“This year could definitely be the year,” 
senior A Brian Prunty said. “With that 
said; the past few years all could have 
been the year or years as well, but we 
couldn’t finish the deal. We have a good 
core with 20-plus seniors, so we have guys 
ready to go. This year we are competing 
against ourselves as much as anyone else. 
We know we need to get better every day 
and play our best lacrosse at the end of 
the season. We don’t want to dwell on the 
past, but the last three years are definitely 
in the back of our minds.”

Faceoff man Nick Vazquez spent all 
summer and fall at camps and clinics 
in the hopes of getting the Rebels some 
competence off the draw. Pace-bound 
senior M Sean Murphy, when consistent, 

is a big-time threat.
“He worked with Coach Lindsay and 

put on about 10 pounds in the off season,” 
Prunty said of Vasquez. “He’s looked 
awesome so far.”

The close defenseman are the same as 
last year and the goalie – senior pre-season 
All-American candidate Mike Zingaro -- 
is among the best in the section, giving 
the Rebels and iron-clad core on the back 
line. Poles Greg Lenane, Joe Scicolone 
and Jack Powers have all gotten better 
also, and LSM Andrew Sofroniou was an 
animal last year, only better served this 
year when backed up by junior Anthony 
Capozzi.

Since winning the 2010 Class A title 
in a memorable 8-7 OT win against 

Yorktown, the Rebels lost to Mahopac 
in the 2011 finals and failed to make it 
past the semis in the 2012 and ’13. That 
is unacceptable in this neck of the woods, 
but L/P Coach Jim Lindsay knows it won’t 
be easy to get there.

“Mamaroneck is the two-time 
defending champion and from what we 
hear North Rockland is pretty good on 
the other side of the river,” Lindsay said at 
the Somers scrimmage. “We’re as good as 
our record says we were last year. That’s all 
we are. We have not done enough in the 
recent past to think other than one game 
at a time. A lot of guys are back, but a lot 
of guys still have a lot to prove.”

MAHOPAC is chock-full-of-athletes, 
but the Indians imploded last year, 
begging out in disgrace during a 10-0 
quarterfinal loss to Mamaroneck. Talk 
about unacceptable:  

The attack is stacked with shorties 
who are expected to finish, including 
point man Glenn Janik, who comes off 
a strong Class AA Final 4 finish at the 
same position in basketball. To his left 
is talented Brendan Donahoe and wily 
veteran Deejay Pearl, who lines up on 
Janik’s right with twirl in his stick. Pearl, 
a junior, has been on the varsity for three 
years, groomed for NOW.

The midfield is crazy good with Kyle 
Dillon, Mahopac’s first Brine National 
All-American, matching up well against 
the sections premier middies. Eric 
Donahoe and Eric Giorno are due for big 
seasons, too, having tested the waters last 
year. Sophomore Dan Foley is going to 
make his mark, it’s just matter of when, 
and he’ll be on a strong second midfield 
unit along with Christian Donahoe, and 
Nick Schiera

The defense is beastly with anchor 
Andrew Neilis and stocky third-year 
junior pole Max Littleton, but the third 
spot is a battle this pre-season. At LSM, 
sophomore Aiden Hynes is a GB machine 
and among the most up-and-coming in the 
section; much like his brother Brendan, 
now a freshman LSM 
at Richmond. The 
goaltending situation 
is a battle between 
Hudson Williams and 
Anthony Scauzillo, 
but either way the 
Indians’ close defense 
figures to be strong 
enough to contend 
for second place in 
the power league’s 
final year (all leagues 
will be geographically 
realigned next season).

“We do have a 
well-rounded team,” 
Mahopac Coach Mike 
Haddeland said. “For 
the first time in a long 
time I will have two 

lines of mids that I won’t hesitate to use. I 
am very excited about our potential. One 
day at a time though.”
CLASS C

PUTNAM VALLEY has high hopes to 
challenge reigning three-time champion 
Bronxville. It’s not so tough for the 
Tigers to accept the fact that Bronxville’s 
reign of terror has kept them out of the 
championship picture, as much as it is 
the fact that Coach Brian Kuczma’s Tigers 
haven’t even been in contention. Since 
repeating as section champions in 2010, 
PV has seen Byram Hills, Hen Hud and 
Pleasantville accept the runner-up plaque 
while the Tigers have been forced to buy a 
ticket in the title tilt.

“That’s unacceptable,” Tiger attackman 
Kevin Fitzsimmons said. “Our goal is to 
get back there and win it.”

The bulk of the Tigers’ scoring is gone 
with their top finisher, Johnny van de 
Veerdonk moving on to Georgetown, so 
Fitzsimmons will need to hit his mark 
early and often if the Tigers are going to 
make any noise.

Defensively, PV has an anchor in 
Rutgers-bound pole Alex Bronzo, who is 
as among the best shut-down defenders 
in the section. His All-Section skill sets 
will be checking the top short sticks on a 
regular basis.

LSM Paul Sacco is good one and 
middie Tommy O’Sullivan is as tough 
as they come. Junior goalie Ryan Mello 
is a D-I prospect between the pipes, 
with technically sound ability and the 
athleticism and moxie to roam the field 
on clears.

With rare victories over Mahopac and 
Lakeland/Panas last season, the Tigers 
made aggressive moves within the power 
league and they believe they can contend 
with the likes of John Jay, Somers, L/P and 
Mahopac for second place. Whether they 
have the necessary depth to do so remains 
to be seen.

Saddle up, gang, it’s on as of this week.

Sienna-bound Tusker attackman Tim Cousin 
should score plenty this season.

How much Lakeland-Panas gets from Pace-bound senior Sean Murphy will determine a lot about the 
direction the Rebels will head in.

Sailor sophomore middie Mike Smith is the future of  Hen Hud lacrosse if  
he keeps improving.



March 25- March 31, 201418 The Putnam ExaminerOctober 8 - October 14, 2013 The Putnam Examiner2A

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Girls’ Basketball Notebook

By A.J. Martelli
The Ossining girls’ basketball team 

once again conquered the world this year, 
winning the Section 1 Class AA title for 
the fourth consecutive season, and the 
region crown for a third year and the 
NYSPHSAA chip for the second-straight 
year. The only championship left for the 
Pride to win was the New York State Class 
AA Federation title – but the Long Island 
Lutheran Crusaders, the team that handed 
them their last loss in December in the 
Slam Dunk tournament finals, stood in 
the way.

After a magnificent, 85-79 overtime 
win in the Federation semifinals against 
St. Anthony’s at the Times Union Center 
in Albany Friday night, the Pride fell 63-
57 to LuHi on Saturday; the Federation 

title the only achievement Ossining (25-
3) missed unlocking this year.

“We went toe-to-toe with two of the 
best private schools there are,” Head 
Coach Dan Ricci said of the Federation 
tourney, “which is pretty good for a public 
school team with no seniors on it.”

Friday night the Pride’s season almost 
ended because of foul trouble on the 
part of sharpshooter Jalay Knowles, 
who finished with just four points, as 
they trailed St. Anthony’s 62-48 going 
into the fourth. Never a team to panic, 
Ossining was able to mount a spectacular 
comeback, and outscored St. Anthony’s 
23-9 in the final frame to knot it up at 71, 
forcing an overtime quarter.

From there the Pride went in for the 
kill, and outscored the CHSAA’s best 14-8 

for the win. Sophomore Shadeen Samuels 
once again dazzled with a double-double: 
29 points and 13 rebounds. She was backed 
up by bench player Alexis Bernardo, who 
dropped an impressive 22 points – 18 of 
which were scored on 3-point field goals, 
proving her worth from the outside. Stef 
Svoboda (13 points) and Abby Squirrell 
(seven points, 17 rebounds) helped the 
cause.

“It was a tremendous win for us,” Ricci 
said. “Alexis Bernardo came off the bench 
and had six threes, so that was big for her. 
Shadeen led us with 29, while Jalay was 

in foul trouble and didn’t play 
well; she fouled out early. For 
us to beat a team like that with 
Jalay only scoring four points is 
unbelievable.”

Matched up against LuHi on 
Saturday, the Pride hung through 
the first half and only trailed 32-
24 at the break. Ossining made 
it a five-point LuHi lead after 
three and late in the fourth, the 
Pride came dangerously close to 
staging an upset.

“It was an eventful last two 
minutes of the game,” Ricci said: 
Eventful being the operative 
word.

With five minutes to go, 
Ossining took a slim lead and 
nearly held on and finished, but 
LuHi fought back. The Pride led 
57-56 with about a minute to go 
until Erin Storck of LuHi nailed 
a three to give her team a two-
point lead. The pivotal shot came 
after MVP Boggie Brozoski’s 
shot got stuck between the rim 
and the backboard, but LuHi 
had the possession arrow in its 
favor and retained possession.

Svoboda, on the ensuing 
possession, took a shot from 
outside the arc, but it went in 
and right back out. LuHi took control 
from there and never looked back – 
though Ossining (25-3) played the 
Crusaders closer than it did the first time; 
the Pride lost to LuHi 52-39 in December 
at the County Center.

“The score was similar (to 
the first game), but this game 
could’ve gone either way,” Ricci 
said. “We played much better; 
improved a lot. We were real 
close (to the Federation title) 
this year, and it’s hard to get 
back there. If we do get back 
there again, we got a shot. I like 
our chances because our kids 
work extremely hard.”

Knowles led the Pride with 
14 points and seven boards 
in the Federation finals, while 
Madison Strippoli (12 points, 
three rebounds), Samuels 
(All-Tourney, 12 points, six 
rebounds), Svoboda (nine 
points), and Squirrell (seven 
points, 10 boards) contributed 
to the effort.

The Class AA Federation 
crown may have eluded the 
Pride this year, but it doesn’t 
negate four-peating as Section 
1 champs and repeating as NYS 
champs. Ricci is satisfied with 
everything his young team did 
this season, and believes the 

tradition will continue next year, as the 
bar has been set.

 “To do what we did with the young 
team that we had, I think it says a lot 
about our program,” Ricci added. “We’re 
really extremely happy with our season 
and next year we’re looking forward to 
three-peating as state champs.”

Ossining Fights Back in Federation Semis, Falls Short in Finals
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Ossining junior Jalay Knowles is met with 
resistance in Federation final loss to LUHI.

Ossining F Madison Strippoli was among the most improved 
Pride players this, straight through the Federation finals.

Hounded by LUHI G and Michigan commit Boogie 
Brozoski, Ossining G Stef  Svoboda pushes up 
court in Federation final loss.

Ossining G Cyan Scarduzio gets lift on a jumper from corner in 
Federation final.

Ossining G Shadeen Samuels seeks an open 
teammate in Federation final loss to LUHI last 
Saturday at the Times Union Center in Albany.
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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By Ray Gallagher
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ALBANY–Ossining 
High picked a bad 
time to have, perhaps, 
its only subpar 
performance of the 
most remarkable girls’ 
basketball season 
in school history; a 

season that ended Saturday evening at 
the hands of Long Island Lutheran, who 
defeated Ossining 63-57 in the Class AA 
Federation Tournament of Champions 
Tournament at the Times Union Center.

Perhaps the youngest team in state 
history to win a NYSPHSAA Class AA 
championship, youthful Ossining made 
rookie-like mistakes down the stretch and 
throughout portions of the first half, but 
the Pride’s valiant but futile second-half 
comeback against the No.1 team in NYS 

was telling. There isn’t an ounce of quit 
in this team, which made two treks north 
without the benefit of a single senior on 
the roster.

That’s right, not one: So book your 
rooms in advance and be sure to charter 
a team bus for March of 2015, because the 
Pride will be back at Troy for next season’s 
NYS Final 4 and maybe even Albany  
for another run at the Federation. They’re 
that good. 

But more than just good, the Ossining 
girls are good to one another. The amount 
of respect they have for each other is 
evident every time they reach for a water 
bottle for one another, every time they 
rise as one to congratulate a teammate 
when replaced by another. Those little 
things may not seem like a lot, unless of 
course it’s driven home from the top of 
the food chain.

Ossining Coach Dan Ricci, he of the 
five Section 1 championships since 2004 
and consecutive NYS titles, lost one of the 
nation’s premier high school players when 
Pride sensation Saniya Chong left for the 
greener pastures of UConn last June, but 
when she bolted, Ossining was supposed 

to come back to the pack. Well, the pack is 
in the dust, spitting gravel, and Ossining 
is out in front again.

“We almost accomplished what only 
one NYSPHSAA team has ever done,” 
Ossining Coach Dan Ricci said, noting 
Cicero-North’s Class AA Federation title, 
“we just came up short.”

The Federation 
Tournament matches 
the champions of New 
York State public, 
private, parochial and 
New York City public 
schools to determine 
the best team in the 
state, and this neighborhood team from 
the river city of Ossining used a blue-
collar mentality to weave its way back to 
Albany for an unprecedented second-
straight trip.

The Pride trailed 32-24 at halftime and 
47-42 after three quarters, but a 
Madison Stripoli fourth-quarter 
trey gave Ossining a 54-51 lead and 
teammate Abby Squirrell added an 
unlikely 3-pointer to give Ossining 
a 57-55 lead with 2:49 remaining 
in the game. 

But Long Island Lutheran, 
the Class AA private schools 
champion representing the 
NYSAIS, outscored the Pride 
8-0 over the final two minutes to 
secure the title. Ossining finished 
the best season in school history at 
25-3 and expects to return all of its 
five starting players, and the better 
part of its bench, next season.

Truth be told, it took an 
amazing semifinal comeback on Friday 
night just to get to Saturday’s title tilt. 
Down 18 points late in the third quarter, 
Ossining made what Coach Ricci called 
the greatest comeback he’s ever seen, 
given the circumstance and the opponent, 
state-ranked (No.3) St. Anthony’s, who fell 
victim to an epic comeback as Ossining 
worked an 85-79 overtime triumph

“Even their own friends back home 
didn’t think they had a chance in this 
game,” Ricci told reporters. “They said, 
‘Well, you’re going to get killed now, 
you’re playing the private schools’ and it’s 
been going on all year long. Everybody 
has been doubting these kids and they’re 
using it as motivation.”

Having lost to LuHi, with one more 
obstacle in their path; you can pretty 
much book it, Danno!

With four-straight sectional 
championships, three-straight regional 
titles, two-straight NYSPHSAA crowns 
and being a possession away from 
becoming just the second NYS Public 
High School team in state history 
from winning a Class AA Federation 
championship, the Pride will be back next 

season, count on it!
“With everyone returning our goal 

will be to get back to here and climb 
one more mountain,” Coach Ricci 
said. “We understand it won’t be easy. 
We will not surprise anyone next 
year, and we will be a marked team. I 

have confidence that our 
kids will put in the time 
to get better and do what 
it takes to get it done.”

Only a fool would bet 
against it…

Kennedy grad and 
Putnam Valley resident 
Nick Modico, may he 

rest in peace, was the kind of light-
up-the-room guy that any parent 
would be more than just proud of. He 
was a pedestal-type kid that coaches, 
players and fans admired throughout his 
fabled high school baseball career, which 
culminated in a 2008 state championship, 
and thereafter. His passing last Friday, on 
account of his bout with Ewing’s sarcoma 
form of cancer, was met with utter sadness 
by those who knew him, and those that 
did will never forget him… 

Former NBA bigwig and recent Big 
East Basketball Commissioner Paul 

Brazeau is moving on to bigger and 
better as the Putnam Valley resident 
has accepted a position as the Atlantic 
Coast Conference’s  Senior Associate 
Commissioner for Men’s Basketball 
Operations. 

A man in demand, Pauly B is stoked 
to be a part of the nation’s foremost 
basketball conference. “This is just a 
terrific opportunity that I couldn’t pass 
up,” said Brazeau, who will start after the 
Final 4 and relocate with his wife and 
three children to Greensboro, NC.

Direct 
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No Seniors, No Shame: Ossining Will Be Back in 2015
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Spring Softball 
FREE Open Scrimmages
Coed 20 Plus & Men’s 50 Plus

Free Agents Welcome!
Want to play softball this 
spring but don’t have a 
team? 
We’ll place you on an 
existing team or help you 
form a new team!

Location: Navajo Fields at the Yorktown Sports Complex

Men’s 50 Plus players: 10 AM Saturday, March 29
Coed 20 Plus players: 10 AM Sunday, March 30

More info:

914-962-8390 ext 10 
ysaleagues.com

y s a l e a g u e s . c o m

The Ossining girls were one for all and all for one from 
Day 1 this season and they showed that spunk at the 
Federation Tournament of  Champions in Albany last 
weekend.

Even when it was tough to watch during the waning moments 
of  their championship loss to Long Island Lutheran, the 
Pride were there for each other.
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Mahopac’s rookie on the rise Johnny Ward (L), and the 2014 Indians, who had their share of  bright moments in 
Saturday’s Red-Grey Somers scrimmage, hope to avoid a repeat of  their nightmarish 2013 campaign, which saw the 
Indians fall 10-0 in the Section 1 Class A quarterfinals against eventual champion Mamaroneck, capping a year Coach 
Mike Haddeland and the tribe would rather forget... See Boys Lax Notebook inside
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Indians Hoping to Regain 2011 Championship Form

Mahopac Hoping for 
Bounce-Back Season


