
By Janine Bowen and David Propper 
The defense has called for a mistrial in 

the Alexandru Hossu case, citing evidence 
that was not properly submitted to them 
in a timely manner by the Westchester 
County District Attorney’s Office.

The evidence in question is a 20-minute 
video of statements made by the alleged 
victim’s aunt and guardian at Putnam’s 
Children’s Advocacy Center (CAC) in 
March 2013.

According to defense lawyer Richard 
Ferrante, the video shows the alleged 
victim’s aunt citing three different days of 
the week the attack took place. She also 
stated the alleged rape occurred when her 
niece was in seventh grade, which implies 
that the incident in question occurred in 
2009. The charges against Hossu are for 
an incident that occurred in 2010.

Hossu was arrested in March 2013 
and charged with two counts each of 1st 

degree rape and 2nd degree rape and 
one count of endangering the welfare of 
a minor. Hossu, 36, was the former live-
in personal trainer of Putnam County 
District Attorney Adam Levy. Levy 
recused his office from the prosecution, 
which is why Westchester is handling the 
case.

The aunt is currently in the midst of 
being questioned by the prosecution and 
has not yet been cross-examined by the 
defense.

Defense lawyers stated they were not 
previously informed of the video and only 
footage of the alleged victim’s statement, 
which were recorded at the same time, 
were admitted into evidence. They 
questioned why the lead detective on the 
case, who is visible on the CAC video, had 
not previously disclosed the existence of 
this recording.

Hossu’s attorneys inquired about the 

existence of the video on Thursday, and 
ADA Laura Roberts, of Putnam County, 
confirmed the video did in fact exist.

Defense lawyers claim that because the 
prosecution came into possession of the 
video on Thursday and waited until Friday 
to submit it, the prosecution is guilty of 
Brady and Rosario violations. The defense 
said that had they been in possession of 
the video earlier the contents could have 
been used during opening statements and 
could have been investigated further.

The prosecution asserted that they 
were only alerted to the existence of the 
video on Thursday, and told the defense 
they were in possession of it only one 
day later than they were required to. 
The prosecution was concerned about 
Roberts’s involvement with the defense, as 
she works for Levy’s office, which recused 
themselves from this case.

Judge Lester Adler, after viewing the 

By David Propper 
In another sad turn of events 

stemming from a Feb. 27 basketball 
game between Mahopac and Mount 
Vernon high schools, Mahopac head 
coach Kevin Downes resigned from his 
post last Friday afternoon.

After mulling the decision for two 
weeks following a game that resulted 
in eight Mahopac students getting 
suspended for racist tweets, Downes, 
who is African-American, felt he could 
no longer coach at the school. Not only 
was he disappointed with the racist 
taunts from at least eight students, 

but was also saddened that those 
posts were favorited and retweeted 
on Twitter more than 200 times, an 
indication other people supported the 
racist taunts. 

“It was hard to take,” he said in an 
interview. “And kind of at least on the 
surface made it seem like it was more 
than eight kids that kind of felt that 
way.”

And then in response to the racist 
taunts, Downes said the outrage 
and action taken by the district and 
community wasn’t swift enough. He 
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Defense Calls for Mistrial in Hossu Rape Case

Seven Patterson Cub Scouts 
Honored at Ceremony

Downes Stepping Down:
Mahopac Head Coach Resigns 
in the Wake of Racist Tweets

PROVIDED BY BALL STAFF

Putnam County officials like State Sen. Greg Ball, County Executive MaryEllen Odell, 
Legislator Ginny Nacerino and Patterson Councilman Charles Cook joined boys from Cub 
Scout WEBELO Den #8, from Patterson Pack #133 at their blue and gold ceremony 
on Saturday afternoon at the Patterson Firehouse. The purpose of  the Blue and Gold 
Ceremony was to formally recognize the seven young men that will be advancing as Boy 
Scouts. Pack 133 is in the Muscoot District of  the Putnam-Westchester Council of  the Boy 
Scouts of  America. The pack meetings are held at the Patterson Firehouse on Route 311. 
The boys range from first though fifth grade and most boys attend Matthew Patterson 
Elementary School. The boys include: Christopher Weizenecker, Robert Paradiso, Liam 
Farrell, John Olsen, Richard Abele, Keith Docherty and William Galligan.
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video in question in chambers, called a 
recess in order to decide what action to be 
taken. The recess will also give the defense 
time to transcribe the conversation that 
takes place on the video. In addition, both 
sides will have an opportunity to show the 
recording to their clients.

The prosecution stated that the aunt did 
not have knowledge of the recording and 
has not seen it.

Judge Adler is expected to decide on 
Tuesday morning if it is necessary to 
declare a mistrial and whether or not to 

impose sanctions on the prosecutors.
Before lawyers brought up the issue 

of the video, Judge Adler also addressed 
a request to submit notes taken by a 
Brewster High School guidance counselor 
during several meetings with the alleged 
victim, for use in cross examination.

The notes, which were taken in 
February and March of 2013, are 
considered confidential, but licensed 
social workers may be required to submit 
notes pertaining to a patient if the patient 
is under the age of 16 or the victim of a 
crime.

After an on-camera examination of 

the files, Judge Adler ruled that the notes 
“clearly relate to the crime” and that 
the importance of the notes “outweigh 
confidentiality in the interest of justice.”

The trial began Thursday morning with 
opening statements, as a Westchester 
County prosecutor described how Hossu 
twice raped a 13-year-old girl, while the 
defense claimed there isn’t a shred of 
evidence to prove Hossu’s guilt.

Westchester County Assistant District 
Attorney Fredric Green said in his 
opening statement the victim, who lives 
in Brewster, was raped in her home on 
her bed, “in a place where she should have 

been safe.” He went on to say Hossu used 
his strength and power to hold the young 
girl down while he penetrated her twice 
on an October 2010 night.

Green detailed how the victim was 
on her bed talking with Hossu, who 
was standing at the doorway and dating 
the alleged victim’s mother at the time. 
After the accuser said something “sassy” 
to Hossu, it “set him off ” and led to the 
attack, Green stated.

After he was done with the rape, Green 
said Hossu threatened to kill the victim if 
she told anyone.

The evidence the prosecution would 
be presenting would come from an 
“assortment of witnesses.”

Lead defense attorney Daniel Mentzer, 
who is the brother-in-law of Levy, said, 
“Let me be perfectly clear, Alex Hossu did 
not rape anyone.”

Mentzer said every piece of evidence 
the prosecution would present would 
show Hossu is not guilty of the charges. 
He said an investigation didn’t even begin 
until after Hossu was already arrested, 
including the medical exam on the alleged 
victim.

“One person’s word, he gets arrested,” 
Mentzer said. “No investigation.”

Mentzer also stated the original night 
the accuser said she was raped, there 
are phone records showing she was on 
the phone for 43 minutes instead. He 
also pointed out, in a secret recorded 
phone conversation conducted by the 
county sheriff ’s office, Hossu denied the 
attack when the accuser tried to coax a 
confession out of him.

Trial resumed at 9:30 Tuesday morning.

Defense Calls for Mistrial in Hossu Rape Case
continued from page 1

At Health Quest, our surgeons are using the most advanced technology available today—like 

the da Vinci Robotic Surgical System. With the help of this state-of-the-art robotic technology 

our specially trained surgeons are able to perform both delicate and complex operations 

through the smallest of incisions. That means less blood loss, fewer complications and most 

importantly, a shorter recovery time. It’s no wonder 99% of patients who have had da Vinci 

surgery said they would recommend it to others.
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By David Propper 
In her third State of the County address, 

Putnam County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell tried to leave no stone unturned. 

Last Thursday, Odell, who is running for 
reelection for a full term this year, touched 
on multiple subjects in front of a packed 
house at the Putnam County Golf Course 
in Mahopac. Odell spoke about the budget, 
the push for tourism, the drug problem in 
the region, and other important topics.

Odell noted how the county has been 
able to stay under the tax cap in 2013 and 
also this year. In 2013, the county snugged 
in right below 1 percent. This year, the 
county once again came under the cap at 
1.66 percent. She said the past two years 
the county has actually underspent the 
budget. She said she believes that’ll be the 
case this year, as well.

“Every year that I’ve been in office 
I’ve submitted a budget that is under the 
Albany tax cap, even though we have seen 
no mandate relief,” she said.

She said while surrounding counties 
have seen their bond ratings lowered, 
Putnam has seen their Aa2 rating affirmed. 

She also stated how the county has 
controlled Medicaid spending, in which 
the county uses $10 million a year to cover 
$6,200 individuals. Using a consulting 
firm and the county staff, she said abuse 
was discovered or the applicant withdrew 
the application in 22 cases involving 67 

applicants for Medicaid. 
As a result the county is saving $636,218 

a year, Odell said.
The county is also set to save about $5 

million as a result of re-negotiating or 
issuing new contracts for major services 
within the county. 

With major projects such as the county 
golf course and the roadways being fixed 
or renovated, Odell also showed residents 
all the work the county has been doing 
with the six towns in Putnam. Tilly 

Foster Farm, an upcoming project was 
also addressed. Odell said a plan for the 
Southeast farm would be put in place for 
the County Legislature at the May meeting.  

As for tourism, Odell unveiled a 
commercial that will soon be on airwaves. 
The main pitch states Putnam is “Where 
the Country Begins.” 

“The word about Putnam is spreading,” 
she said. 

Odell glanced over programs available 
to residents that struggle with alcohol, 

drugs, suicidal thoughts and other mental 
issues. Needy residents like seniors, 
veterans, children and the disabled and 
how to assist them was also discussed. 

The creation of smart phone apps is one 
way residents can be helped, Odell pointed 
out.

For seniors particularly, Odell talked 
about how that older population can 
expect a renovated at the Carmel Senior 
Center and the possibility of a new senior 
center for Cold Spring residents at the 
Butterfield project site. 

We have worked every day to do one 
thing and that was to do the right things 
and the best thing for the taxpayers in this 
county,” Odell said of her administration. 
“We have a lot of work to do to build on 
our successes.”
Oliverio’s Response to State of County

District 2 Legislator and county 
executive candidate Sam Oliverio, a 
Democrat, was critical of the State of the 
County address Odell held last Thursday, 
stating the best part of the event was the 
very beginning, which featured Irish step 
dancing. 

“I think the best part of the evening was 
the Irish dancers. I was very impressed by 
them,” he said. “I like a history lesson but 
this is the State of the County and I’m still 
wondering exactly what 2014 is going to 
shape up as because I didn’t hear that.”

Odell Touches on Many Subjects during State of County Address

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
County Executive MaryEllen Odell delivers the State of  the County address for 2014 last Thursday.
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said he would have liked to 
see the comments condemned 
more harshly before the news 
media started reporting the 
story.

“I think it took that 
(news reports) for people to 
really kind of express their 
outrage and that was kind of 
disappointing as well,” he said. 
“So I just felt like it would be 
tough to go back and do that 
again.”  

Downes was the head 
coach for the boys basketball 
program for seven years. He 
said during his tenure, he 
really hadn’t experience any of 
the racism that was on display 
when Mahopac played Mount 
Vernon. But he acknowledged 
that doesn’t mean it didn’t 
occur. 

“It’s not to say it didn’t exist 
but it wasn’t something that 
was prevalent or front and 
center for me to see,” Downes 
noted. 

Downes informed players 
Friday afternoon and said the 
initial reaction was shock. He 
added he doesn’t think the 
players thought the events, 
from what would now be 

Downes last in Mahopac, 
would lead to his departure.

“After the shock, it was 
disappointment and sadness,” 
Downes said. “Sadness on 
really both of out parts. It was 
theirs and mine but I think 
they understood.”

“I’d like to think the kids 
will miss me as much as I’ll 
miss them,” he added. 

When reached for comment 
last Saturday, Superintendent 
Thomas Manko said he hasn’t 
spoken to Downes yet, but 
noted he respects his decision, 
calling his departure “quite a 
loss.”

Manko said he first found 
out about Downes leaving 
when a news reporter called 
him seeking comment. Once 
Manko got the call, he dialed 
up athletic director John 
Augusta to confirm. During 
that call, Manko said Augusta 
told him that Downes was 
leaning toward stepping down 
prior to that Friday afternoon 
meeting, but it wasn’t set in 
stone because Downes was 
still weighing his decision. 

Still, Manko said Augusta 
was in close contact with 

Downes over the two weeks and 
expressed support for the coach that led 
the program to the section semifinals 
in each of the last four years, which was 
a program record. 

“We didn’t even want it to happen,” 
Manko said. “We’d rather have coach 
Downes back for season eight, nine, 
ten, eleven. Apparently, that’s not going 
to happen.”

As of Friday, Manko had not reached 
out to talk with Downes, wanting to 
respect his privacy, but said he would 
eventually. 

“I’m sad to see it,” he said. “But he’s 
reached a decision that is apparently 
right for him.”

Downes is a Mahopac high school 
alum that grew up in the predominately 
white community in the 1970s and 
80s and said while not overt, he did 
experience racism while growing up. 
Overall though, he said growing up in 
Mahopac was extremely positive. 

And as for current day, he said the 
actions of a few shouldn’t reflect the 
attitude of the entire community. 
Downes said he hopes the Mahopac 
community holds him in a “high regard” 
and he hopes he shaped his players into 
quality people off the court. 

“I loved what I did,” he said. “I loved 
doing it where I did it.” 

Mahopac Head Coach Steps Down in Wake of Racist Tweets
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Carmel Students Gear Up for “Legally Blonde-The Musical“
By David Propper 

Since the first day back from Winter 
Break of this school year, dozens of 
students have been rehearsing for the 
musical Carmel High School puts on 
every year. Now, less than a week away, 
those students are finally ready to open 
the curtain based on a movie from the 
21st century.

Carmel High School Music Production 
Workshop is set to present “Legally 
Blonde- The Musical” all weekend long 
with opening night scheduled for this 
Friday at 7:30 at George Fischer Middle 
School, along Fair St. While advisor and 
Carmel High School teacher Bryan Lynch 
has been involved in the production of 
all plays and musicals performed within 
the district the past seven years, this is 
the first time he has a group of students 
tackling a modern day musical. 

“The right kids. We always try to pick 
a show around the kids that we have,” he 
said of the rationale of choosing “Legally 
Blonde”, which was also a Broadway 
production in 2007. “And this year there 
just seemed to be the right sort of kids to 
do this particular musical.”

For show goers who haven’t seen the 
movie of, “Legally Blonde-The Musical” is 
about a sorority girl whose boyfriend—a 
soon-to-be Harvard Law student—breaks 
up with her. She gets admitted into 
Harvard Law as well, and follows him 

there to win him back. Once at Harvard, 
she faces a variety of challenges, which 
includes ending up assisting on a murder 
trial with that ex-boyfriend. 

“It’s funny, it’s very witty,” Lynch said. 
“I think the community is really going to 
enjoy it.” 

The two leads actors this year are 
seniors Cathryn Lovett, who plays Elle 
Woods, and Nicholas D’Apice, who plays 
Emmett Forrest. 

D’Apice has been with the production 
club since his freshman year and has 
grown immensely over that time. He still 
remembers his first part as the baker in 

“Beauty and the Beast” and how nervous 
he was walking across the stage in that 
first scene.

When D’Apice found out he was the lead 
actor his senior year, he was overjoyed.

“That was like my dream part, basically,” 
he said. “So just then finding out I got the 
role was an amazing feeling.”

As for Lovett, she already knew her 
part before it was decided which musical 
would be performed. A few years back at 
a drama camp, she’s been involved in the 
same musical and already knew what to 
expect. 

Another factor also made her feel good 

about possibly getting the lead role. 
“I was kind of nervous for the audition, 

but I was also optimistic, because I was 
one of the only blonde ones,” she said. “So 
I was feeling like, OK, hopefully the odds 
are in my favor.”

Both Lovett and D’Apice described the 
added excitement it is to do a musical that 
they’ve either seen or heard about, unlike 
many of the past performances put on by 
the school.

D’Apice said because the production 
is so recent, it’s something everyone can 
watch online and prepare for outside of 
rehearsal. With all the snow days this 
school year, D’Apice said it certainly 
accelerated the process. 

“’Legally Blonde’ is such a fun show 
that everybody knows,” D’Apice said.

And Lovett voiced the same sentiment. 
With a week’s worth of snow days, it 
added some pressure to the preparation, 
but not nearly as much as it could’ve.

“I think everyone loves the show 
enough and a lot of people knew it before, 
actually,” she said. “And had been listening 
to the CD, seen on it YouTube so I don’t 
think it was that stressful.”

Residents can purchase tickets online 
for the show at https://ticketriver.com/
event/10307-legally-blonde---the-musical. 
The show is Friday at 7:30 p.m., Saturday 
at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday at 2 p.m. 
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By David Propper 
After striking down a law that would 

prevent tobacco sales in pharmacy stores 
within Putnam County last year, the 
legislature is revisiting the possibility. 

The Health, Social, Education, and 
Environmental Committee revisited 
the idea at its March 11 meeting, with 
Legislator Ginny Nacerino asking the 
topic to be brought up again. Nacerino, 
who actually voted against the measure 
at the legislature’s October full meeting, 
changed her mind after CVS made the 
decision to stop all tobacco sales in 
February. 

“My consideration has changed,” 
Nacerino said during the meeting. 
“Because government does play a role. 

“It’s going to branch out from a 
private corporation to government and 
we should be first,” she said referring to 
possibly getting the ban passed this time 
around. She added if Putnam doesn’t 
pass it, another county legislature would 
eventually adopt it. 

“Promoting health does not mix with 
encouraging things that are unhealthy,” 
she said.

When the legislature voted back in 
October to pass the measure, it failed 
by a 7-2 margin. Only Legislators Sam 
Oliverio and Barbara Scuccimarra voted 
for it. Both of them, who were on the 
Health Committee back then, and are 

still on it today, once again advocated for 
the ban. 

Oliverio emphasized he doesn’t want to 
ban all tobacco sales, just in places where 
residents are suppose to receive health 
and welfare care. He said pharmacies 
should not “provide tickets to death.” 

But while Nacerino might have had a 
change of heart, other legislators are still 
opposed to the idea. 

Legislator Roger Gross, who voted 
against it last time, said passing the 

law could create a “slippery slope.” 
Government shouldn’t have a part in 
making decisions for businesses, he 
noted. 

“Is the temperance movement next 
for Putnam County because alcohol 
certainly isn’t healthy,” he said. “There’s 
no end to this.”

Legislature Chairman Carl Albano also 
voiced his opposition. He said he agrees 
on banning the use of tobacco products in 
locations where it could adversely affect 

other people, but in this case he feels, “it’s 
like government taking control.”

“At what point do we stop?” he said. 
“There are so many issues we could 
address and tell somebody they’re not 
allowed to do it.”

Legislator Dini Lobue, who is also on 
the Health Committee, said the county 
should allow individual pharmacies to 
change their business model, like CVS 
did. More pharmacies should follow in 
CVS’s footsteps, LoBue said. 

Commissioner of Health for the 
county, Dr. Alan Beals, said during the 
meeting that government should have 
a role when looking to help the safety 
and wellbeing of the county’s residents. 
He added passing this law would send 
a message and change the social norm 
about tobacco use. 

Beals said, “It is not a normal product 
and we should not be saying it is by 
allowing it to be sold in a pharmacy that 
is there to protect your health.”

Though failing to pass the law the first 
time, there are two different legislators 
on the board now, Kevin Wright and Lou 
Tartaro, replacing Anthony DiCarlo and 
Rich Othmer, both whom voted against 
the ban in October. 

The subject was tabled to next month’s 
committee meeting, with the hope of 
gaining more support for the proposed 
measure. 

Talks of Preventing Tobacco Sales in Pharmacies Reignited 

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Legislator Roger Gross talks during a health committee meeting. The possibility of banning tobacco products 
in pharmacies once came up again.
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By Janine Bowen
With heroin use rampant in Westchester 

and Putnam Counties over the past few 
years, Phoenix House, a rehabilitation 
center in Shrub Oak, partnered with Drug 
Crisis in Our Backyard to host a forum on 
how to tackle this difficult trend. 

“The USA is facing the worst drug 
epidemic in its history. In the next twelve 
months…it is possible that there will be 
more deaths in the country from drug 
overdoses than deaths at the height of the 
HIV/AIDS crisis,” said Phoenix House 
CEO, Howard Meitiner. 

The current crisis encompasses the use 
of heroin as well as opioid pills, including 
Vicodin and Oxycodone. Abuse of opioids 
is currently the third worst killer in the 
country, behind heart disease and cancer, 
and is predominately affecting the white 
population, said Dr. Andrew Kolodny. 

Heroin overdoses are most common 
amongst the younger white population, 
between the ages of 20 to 34, but older users 
actually have a higher overall death rate due 
to abuse of pain pills prescribed by doctors, 
Kolodny also said. 

“We now have defacto legalization of 
heroin,” said Kolodny, who stated that pills 
such as Vicodin are essentially “heroin pills”. 

Kolodny blames the current opioid 
epidemic on the overprescribing of pain 
pills by doctors in situations where they 
are not warranted. He wants to fight the 
epidemic by enacting more stringent 
restrictions for prescribing the pills, which 
over 60 percent of patients admit to using 
for purposes other than pain. 

“My son is dead due to a local trusted 
doctor who prescribed oxy to my son for 
back pain. From January 2011 to his death 
on June 9 2012, this doctor continued to give 
my son 180 to 240 pills a month knowing 
that this amount is addictive. This has to 
stop,” said Carol Christiansen, who co-

founded the Drug Crisis in Our Backyard, a 
foundation that aims to bring awareness to 
the opioid epidemic. 

To restrict the prescribing of opioids 
would not only limit access to drug seekers, 
but would reduce the black market for the 
drugs, which can be sold for as much as $30 
per pill. 

Similarly to Christiansen’s son, 
filmmaker Greg Williams, who spoke at the 
forum, became addicted to pills after being 
prescribed oxycodone for back pain. 

Williams’s new film, Anonymous People, 
focuses on the 23 million recovering addicts 
in this country who often live in silence. He, 
along with A Drug Crisis in Our Backyard 
and the other panelists at the event want 
to get the public talking about addiction 
issues, and urged people to give to addiction 
foundations the in same way they may give 
to cancer causes. 

The goal is to remove the stigma and 
stereotyping surrounding addiction, so that 
those who suffer will not be embarrassed to 
seek help. 

David Sheff, whose new book, “Clean,” 
attempts to understand the current drug 
crisis, reminded the audience that drug 
addiction can happen to anybody. 

“We think about addicts. We have images 
of what they look like. We see them when 
we walk down the streets, in alleys…the 
isolated and the derelict, the homeless, in 
some cases, the psychotic; those are addicts, 
not our children. It could never happen to 
me, we think,” said Sheff, whose son, Nick 
Sheff, suffered with addiction. 

A large portion of the forum focused on 
the idea that the public needs to place less 
emphasis on punishing addicts and more 
on helping to find treatment options for 
them. Instead of prosecuting those suffering 
from addiction, panelists stated that the 
underlying cause of the drug use must be 
addressed. 

Almost 2/3 of patients treated at 
Phoenix House for drug addiction has 
a co-existing psychological disorder, 
and turned to drugs in place of therapy. 
In addition, other factors such as past 
trauma or even stress, which high 
school students stated as their number 
one reason for doing drugs, can lead to 
addiction.  

Doctor Kolodny also stressed the fact 
that addiction is a disease, and that most 
people who become addicted to opioids 
are not simply taking the drugs for 
recreation. 

“Most people, once addicted, do not 
take heroin or pain killers because they’re 
having a ball. They’re taking the pills and 
heroin, in many cases, just to try and feel 
normal,” he said.  

Panelists at Thursday’s forum did 
not only want to encourage addicts to 
seek treatment, but to reform current 
treatment programs. Currently, 90% of 
drug rehabilitation programs do not rely 
on evidence based treatment. In addition, 
addiction treatment was not covered by 
most insurance companies, prior to the 
affordable care act. 

One woman in the audience shared 
her story about how her son was denied 
inpatient detox by his insurance company 
four days before dying of an overdose in 
2012. Denial of addiction treatment is a 
common occurrence, which is actually 

against the Mental Health and Addiction 
Equity Act, enacted in 2008. Currently, 
groups are attempting to take insurance 
companies for the wrongful use of this law.

This woman was far from the only one in 
attendance whose life was touched by drug 
abuse. To end the forum, Williams asked all 
of those who knew someone who suffered 
from addiction to stand up. Almost half of 
the people in attendance rose to their feet. 

As Heroin Use Rises, Forum Looks to Tackle Major Problem

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
Author David Sheff  speaks during a drug crisrs forum 
in Shrub Oak.

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
The Phoenix House helps addict get clean and co-sponsored a drug crises forum this past Thursday. 

For information on these programs call 914-528-5600 • 1949 E Main St, Mohegan Lk, NY 
Nancy Brophy, Owner

Both Programs are registering now for September 2014
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Rudolph Guethlein 
Rudolph Guethlein was born April 12, 

1928, in Autenhausen, Germany and died 
March 8 in Carmel. Resident of Hastings-
on-Hudson, from 1961 through 2009; 
recently of Carmel. Married December 
1, 1956, to Ursula J. Sternberg. Father of 
Peter, Michael (Patricia), Monika Gibbons 
(Richard), William (Suzanne Mitchell), 
and Angela Poulin (Christopher). 
Grandfather of Michael William, Thomas, 
Amy, Laura, Kelly Rose, and Eric. Three 
brothers, Vincent, Heinrich, Berthold, 
predeceased him. Two surviving sisters, 
Barbara of Gibsonia, PA, and Toni of 
Germany. Emigrated to the US in 1953 
with $30 in his pocket. He served in the 
US Army from 1954 through 1956 (PFC). 
He worked for Lehigh Furniture Co. for 
15 years after which he opened Hastings 
Wood Refinishing Company in 1971. He 
retired in 2008. He was a parishioner at 

St. James the Apostle Catholic Church in 
Carmel.

Kenneth L. Hesse
Kenneth L. Hesse of Denver, CO, 

formerly of Danbury, CT and Yorktown 
died on March 9, 2014 at the age of 31. He 
was born in Mt. Kisco, the son of Ronald 
and Wendy(Robinson) Hesse. Kenny 
was a student at Arapahoe Community 
College in Denver, CO in pursuit of a 
Physical Therapy degree, and planned on 
completing the degree at a university in 
Denver. He also had his EMT Certification, 
a Certified Nurse’s Aide Certificate, and 
was a member of the Army National 
Guard until honorably discharged in 
2009.   Kenny had many interests and 
was a free spirit. His love of the outdoors 
brought Kenny and Mandy to Colorado to 
be able to mountain bike, hike, snowshoe, 
camp, ski, rock climb and enjoy the 
Colorado way of life. To Kenny, life was 
an adventure. He could make friends 
with anybody and talk about anything. A 
friend to all, he could always see the good 
in people. He was widely read, extremely 
intelligent and kind hearted, and you could 
always count on him to be the best dressed 
even if it was just to go to Walmart. He 
was a great storyteller and had a fabulous 
imagination. He loved fun; if there was no 
fun, he could find or make it. Animals and 
young children were drawn to his positive 
energy. Kenny lived life to the fullest with 
a grin on his face, always looking forward 
to the next great adventure that life would 
bring. He would walk into a room and 
light it up, and had an amazing sense of 
humor. Kenny loved his family dearly. He 
is survived by his parents Ron and Wendy, 
his brothers Phillip, Ryan, and Connor; his 
sisters Carolyn and Rachael; his paternal 
grandparents Albert and Roseann; and the 
love of his life Mandy Poland.

Paul Raymond Winsker
Paul Raymond Winsker, of Wingdale, 

died Tuesday March 11, at his home. He 
was 70 years old. Paul was born September 
7, 1943 in Queens, son to the late Herbert 
and Elizabeth (McGue) Winsker. He 
graduated from Brewster High School.

Mr. Winsker was a deputy sheriff in the 
Putnam County Sheriff office in Carmel, 
and also in the Manatee County Sheriff 
in Bradenton, FL for over 20 years before 
retiring. Paul joined the US Navy in 1961. 
He served for 4 years and was honorably 
discharged in 1965. He was a member 
of the Brewster Fire House and also a 
member of the American Legion. Mr. 
Winsker is survived by his four children; 
Raul Raymond Winsker Jr. of Freeland, 
MD, Michael Gerald Winsker of Part St. 
Lucie, FL, Amanda Rae Dorn of Dover 
Plains, NY and Timothy James Winsker of 
Hawthorne, FL, his brother John Winsker 
and his wife Nelly of Pompano Beach, 
FL and his sister Elizabeth Griffen and 
her husband Douglas of Ft. Myers, FL, 6 
grandchildren, Riley, Mackenzie, Aaron, 
Leah, Ryan and Landon.

Obituaries
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So when did our culture change so 
that facts are no longer relevant? How 
is it that people can say anything or 
publish anything true or untrue without 
consequence? When something is 
political how is it that the source is 
excused from the truth and in some cases 
even from the attaching their name to the 
misspoken facts?

As the director of the Putnam County 
Office for the Aging I just want to set 
the record straight… the kitchen at the 
Putnam Valley Senior Center was never 
closed, cold meals are not being served 
and transportation for the seniors has not 
been eliminated.

Last year we did consolidate the meal 
preparation to one central location. 
We have four Senior Centers and three 
kitchens were consolidated prior to 
Putnam Valley’s consolidation. Now 

all four sites are consolidated in terms 
of the meal preparation at one central 
kitchen. Food is cooked and transported 
according to SERVE SAFE guidelines and 
in conjunction with the NYS Office for the 
Aging Regulations. The Board of Health 
inspects our kitchens regularly without 
citation. More delicate foods such as fish, 
pastas and vegetables are cooked or baked 
on site in the kitchen. So the kitchen in 
Putnam Valley is operating.

Admittedly change is difficult but 
something necessary. However, it troubles 
me that there are those who chose to exploit 
our seniors through fear mongering 
and lies for their own selfish reasons. 
Along with myself, the OFA nutritionist, 
nutrition program coordinator and 
County Executive MaryEllen Odell we 
have instituted regular visits to our sites 
to sit and receive feedback from those 

seniors who frequent our programs. 
Through that process we are committed to 
continuous improvement. We have heard 
and responded to numerous suggestions 
including adding soup as a daily feature 
during the cold months, and various other 
changes to the standard menu, which we 
believe have enhanced our meal service. 

Under my direction, and within health 
and safety regulations, we have made 
appropriate decisions to consolidating 
operations so that we can continue to 
provide food services to our seniors in 
these challenging economic times in cost 
effective and efficient ways. I welcome 
anyone to call me at 808-1700 if you 
would like to have the opportunity to visit 
our programs.

Patricia Sheehy
Office of the Aging Director 

Office for Aging Director Responds to Alleged Misinformation

In the March 11-17 edition of The 
Putnam Examiner, a letter to the editor 
titled “Mahopac Resident Defends 
Community After Racial Controversy” 
on page 10 contained an expletive 
within the letter that should not have 
been printed. The letter, addressing the 
Feb. 27 incident and tension between 
the Mahopac and Mount Vernon fan 
bases that resulted in racial slurs and 
eight Mahopac students suspended, 
described the alleged actions of Mount 
Vernon fans and their responsibility 
in the scene. The Putnam Examiner 
regrets and apologizes for the inclusion 
of the inappropriate word and takes 
full responsibility for the error. Any 
readers with additional concerns can 
contact Editor-in-Chief David Propper 
at dpropper@theexaminernews.com.

Editor’s Note

Letter To The Editor
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Across
1 Dashboard abbr.
4 Sch. group sans kids
7 Spa sounds
10 Historian’s specialty
11 Musical aptitude
12 Roman number
13 Boring
16 Teeny bits
17 Swearing-in words
18 Tevye from “Fiddler on the Roof ”
would dine at this Somers
restaurant
21 Lively energy
22 Large sofas
29 Farm outbuilding
30 Hipbone related
31 Cosset
34 Tokyo, formerly
35 Chit
36 Something for Annie to get?
37 Water-logged
38 Board room votes
39 Westchester clock setting

Down
1 Send the bill
2 Earlier
3 S.A. cloak
4 Dreamy
5 Greek T
6 Pitcher’s asset
7 Birdy

8 Some people can’t take them
9 Audible relief
14 June honoree
15 “My ___” by Usher
19 Metal
20 Undutiful
22 Electron tube
23 Parcel out
24 Remote abbreviation
25 Mature
26 Putnam or Thunder
27 Anklebone
28 Lilac, e.g.
29 Flying diver
32 Dark and feminine (Chinese)
33 Dove murmur

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 13

By Neal Rentz
Only a few years ago, Sue Gray’s life was 

in a shambles.
She had lost her job as a result of the 2008 

financial crash. Her marriage had broken 
up and she had recently been diagnosed 
with MS.

Life is better today, she said last week. 
She is part of a quartet that owns and 
operates a thriving new business that came 
about because of bathing suit chafing.

Grey and her sisters, Cathy Paraggio and 
Kym Timpano (who all live in Mahopac) 
and their friend, Patti Messina of Carmel, 
own and operate NoNetz, which sells anti-
chafe swimwear for boys and men The 
swimsuits are manufactured in Brooklyn 
and the business operates out of the four 
owners’ homes.

Gray recalled last week that the idea 
for the new swimsuits came about a few 
years ago when she recalled the difficulties 
young family members had with chafing 
from sand in bathing suits. “We always 
took beach vacations,” Gray said. But those 
vacations were occasionally disrupted by 
their brothers, and later their children, who 
suffered from chafing due to their bathing 
suits, Gray said.

The idea to create non-chafing swimsuits 
for men was originally a lark, Gray said. “It 

was really a joke,” she said. But that idea 
became a serious idea a few years ago when 
Gray was unemployed and she decided 
to pursue the business idea, working in 
collaboration with her sisters and friend.

NoNetz replaces the mesh that is part of 
conventional swimsuits for males with an 
anti-chafe, anti-bacterial liner. The outer 
part of the swimsuits consist of light weight 
soft micro fiber, which combined with the 

line helps the suits dry faster than regular 
bathing suits, according to the NoNetz 
Web site. “It’s a better quality suit,” Gray 
said.

After doing research, Gray said 
her company was tempted to have its 
swimsuits manufactured in China instead 
of Brooklyn to save a considerable amount 
of money. But Gray said she and her co-
owners decided to keep the manufacturing 
in the United States if they can sell enough 
suits. A social media campaign to keep the 
NoNetz manufacturing in America has 
paid off so far, she said. Since the social 
media campaign began recently, 300 
suits have been sold, in a period which is 
typically slow for bathing suit purchases, 
Gray said. “Sales have been very, very 
good,” she said. “It’s pretty incredible.” 

To keep the manufacturing in Brooklyn, 
her company will need to sell 3,000 swim 
suits by the end of the year, Gray said.

NoNetz come a long way since Gray 
first came up with her idea for a new type 
of swim suit. “Things are looking pretty 
good,” she said. 

For more information about NoNetz, 
including how to purchase its products, 
visit http://www.nonetz.com, call 914-482-
8495 or send an e-mail to nfo@NoNetz.
com.

From the left, Cathy Paraggio (business development manager ), Sue Gray ( account executive), Patti 
Messina (CFO), Kym Timpano (CEO) created NoNetz, the seller of  men’s and boy’s swimsuits in 2012 
in Putnam.

NoNetz 
Mahopac and Carmel

Business 

of the Week

Rosie & Blue are a  
sweet and bonded pair! 

Adopt Them At:   
  

845-225-7777  

TheÊPutnam   
HumaneÊSocietyÊ

PetsÊOfÊTheÊWeekÊ
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Buyers are liars and sellers 
are storytellers is the first adage 
I heard when I got into real 
estate. 

While I got the gist of what 
the second phrase meant, 
I couldn’t quite grasp what 
agents meant when they called 
buyers liars. Then I caught on 
when I would hear such things 
as, “let me talk to my husband, 
I’ll get right back to you.” 

In my own case, I have 
a completely different 
interpretation of the expression. 
I was a liar, but only to myself, 
in what I said I wanted as a 
buyer because what I ended 
up buying just last week is completely 
different.

After some years of promising--or 
threatening--to move from the home 
in which I have  been ensconced for 43 
years, The Home Guru is moving. After 
having utilized my beloved and historic 
Ebenezer White House for a broad range 
of articles as I prepared it for sale, the 
odd thing is that I’m not even selling it in 
order to move. 

Besides being a realtor, I am the owner 
of Westchester’s longest-running public 
relations firm, headquartered in these 

historic digs. When a new client 
came along to sign contracts, 
management fell in love with 
the house and decided it would 
be perfect as their new offices.  

This offers me the 
opportunity to become a 
landlord of a professional office 
building that can be expanded 
upon and maintained as a 
profit center for life. Of course 
there are responsibilities, but 
my investment in restoring and 
maintaining this property that 
I had always felt was above and 
beyond what I should spend 
to get a reasonable return has 
paid off for me and I’m thrilled. 

Now let me tell you what I have in 
store for The Home Guru’s new lifestyle, 
the one to which I will eventually retire, 
but I promise, not any time soon. It all 
started with the urging of Mrs. Home 
Guru, Margaret. Our property here is 
gorgeous but did require a lot of outside 
work, which when I was younger, was 
my domain and I loved it.

However, it became more challenging 
as I got busier and downright 
burdensome physically as I got older. 
I’m still in good shape but admit that my 
stamina has its limits compared to when 

I was in my thirties. 
I had always expected to downsize to 

a quaint cottage in the woods in some 
rarified elevation, perhaps with a small 
pond or on a lake. But my wife has 
always been more gregarious than I and 
she had other ideas. She first looked at 
attached townhouses, then condos, and 
finally convinced me to visit Trump Park 
in my hometown of Yorktown in Shrub 
Oak. Since first built in 2002, I had 
thought they were beautifully done, but 
I preferred a place where I could swing 
open my doors and walk directly into the 
great outdoors. 

“If I wanted to live in a building that’s 
like apartments in the city,” I’d say, “I’d 
live in the city. I don’t want to walk down 
a hallway to get to my home.”

But my wife was determined and 
told me to contact Nancy Kennedy, the 
exclusive agent at Houlihan Lawrence, 
for a showing. 

From the first time I met Kennedy 
and experienced her skill, knowledge 
and manner with her clients, I thought 
if I were not me I’d want to be her. When 
she was walking us through the building 
to the unit Margaret had identified as 
perfect for us, a resident walking in the 
opposite direction, a man about my age 
on his way to the gym with his duffel bag, 

leaned into her and whispered with a 
smile, “Did you tell them that really bad 
people live on this floor?”

It’s amazing how one comment, that 
one small thing, can change the whole 
paradigm about where and how you 
want to live. This was the prelude to a 
kiss with my new life.  

After more than 40 years of living in 
isolation, separated on an island of streets 
and trees from any other living soul, I 
wanted to know who this fellow was. I 
wanted to know where he came from and 
whether we could be friends. I wanted to 
go with him to the gym. I wanted to be 
close neighbors and friends. I wanted to 
belong.   

Next week, I will tell you how my new 
lifestyle unfolded before me.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com, specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of The Home Guru 
and his team to market your home for 
sale, call 914-522-2076.

After a Lot of Promises, the Home Guru Finally Gets a New Home

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner   914-864-0878   advertising@theexaminernews.com

Many parents 
who spank their 
children are well 
intended.  They 
believe that spanking 
will curb undesirable 
behaviors and 
increase desirable 
ones.  Because their 
parents did it to 
them, they think it 
can’t be that bad.  
They turned out OK, 

didn’t they?  The newest research, however, 
confirms what anti-spanking parents 
and professionals have long believed:  
spanking and other forms of corporal 
punishment are counterproductive.  
Rather than learning ways to correct their 
own behaviors, children who are punished 
physically tend to fear their punisher.  They 
behave in the short term to avoid being 
spanked but the long-term consequences 
can be damaging.

Spanking leads to increased aggression 
and violence.

Children learn more from observing 
what we do than what we say.  Children who 
are spanked learn that physical assaults 
are an acceptable way to handle conflict.  
Children who are spanked mistrust others’ 
motives and come to expect aggression.  

They are more likely to attack before they 
have the opportunity of being attacked.  
In addition, studies show that adults who 
were subjected to corporal punishment as 
children and teenagers are more likely to 
hit their children and spouses.  

Spanking produces worse behaviors.
Corporal punishment may lead to 

immediate compliance but it is associated 
with less long-term compliance.  In one 
study, 5-year-olds who were spanked 
were more likely to be defiant, have low 
frustration tolerance, demand immediate 
gratification, tantrum, and physically lash 
out against other people or animals.

Spanking takes a toll on mental health.
Children have an innate sense of 

fairness and being hit feels unfair and 
confusing, especially if there is a lapse in 
time between the act in question and its 
consequences.  Young children who are 
punished for something they did earlier 
will not understand the connection.  Their 
physical safety will feel compromised for 
no reason.  A recent study that reviewed 
two decades of research confirmed that 
spanked children have decreased gray 
matter in their brains and have higher 
incidences of depression, anxiety, and drug 
use as they get older.  Spanking makes 
a child feel weak and defenseless and 

lowers self-esteem.  Even hand slapping 
has consequences.  Because hands are a 
primary tool for toddler exploration, hand 
slapping tells children to retreat and miss 
out on beneficial learning experiences.  In 
one study, babies whose parents used hand 
slapping as a mode of discipline were less 
skilled at exploring their environments 
months later.  

Spanking devalues the parent-child 
relationship.

Children are more likely to recall 
traumatic experiences than nurturing 
ones even when they actually experienced 
more nurturing ones.  Many children 
recall a feared spanking episode but can’t 
remember what they did to deserve it.  
Spanking erodes trust.  Children who fear 
their parents are less likely to come to them 
to discuss problems.  Because spanking 
is not effective, children continue to 
misbehave and parents become frustrated 
and spank more.  It’s an unfortunate 
perpetuating cycle that disrupts the 
parent-child relationship and has long-
lasting effects.

Spanking can be verbal and 
emotionally scarring.

Don’t forget that spanking can come in 
the form of verbal assaults.  Threats to leave 
a child or attacks on a child’s character can 

be just as if not more scarring than physical 
assaults.  

Create better alternatives.
Parents should try to create an 

environment that deems spanking 
unnecessary.  Positive communication can 
be a powerful tool that motivates children 
to behave in acceptable ways because it 
feels right.  If you get angry and feel like 
you might spank your child, take a time 
out.  Think of an alternative.  Discipline 
will be more effective when children feel 
safe and when their bodies aren’t pumping 
with adrenaline and fear.  

Many studies support the deleterious 
effects of spanking, and none suggest 
that spanking can help parents raise 
conscientious, respectful, and fair 
children.  There are better ways to correct 
undesirable behaviors using modeling and 
consistent communication.

Dr. Jaime Black is a licensed psychologist 
practicing in Westchester and New York 
City. Jaime works with high-functioning 
individuals on the autism spectrum, doing 
psychotherapy, conducting evaluations, 
and facilitating socialization groups 
including an improv social skills group. 
Visit www.spectrumservicesnyc.com, 
e-mail JaimeBlackPsyD@gmail.com or call 
(914)712-8208.

Parenting Advice: Why Spanking is Counterproductive

By Dr. Jaime 
Fleckner Black
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It’s all about you.

The great thing about PCTV is that everyone can have a 

voice. From elected officials and business leaders to 

students and neighbors. We all have stories to tell. We all 

have opinions to share. To lift each other up and bring our 

community closer together. Why not join the discussion? 

To find out how to give the public access to your voice, 

walk to 2 Jackson Street, or go to pctv76.org/contact. 

TALKING
VILLAGE

HOW  TO TURN A GREAT 

WALKING
VILLAGE INTO A GREAT

Last week I 
focused on four 
business models 
for producing wine 
across the globe. As 
I stated, many wine 
consumers believe 
that the process 
for making wine is 
similar for all wines. 
The supposition 

is that grapes are gently handpicked at 
the epitome of ripeness, carefully sorted 
for rotten grapes, leaves and insects and 
then lovingly crushed, fermented, aged 
and bottled, all under the watchful eye of a 
master winemaker. 

Although this process does occur in many 
wineries, it as a far cry from the vast quantity 
of wines sold in the United States. For the 
most part, winemaking is a business rather 
than an individual’s passion. 

In the United States, we consumed 3.5 
billion bottles of wine last year, according 
to The Beverage Information Group. Over 
80 percent of wines produced and sold 
in the United States come from about 
20 percent of the number of producers. 
By logical inference, there is very little 
production reaching our tables from the 
preponderance of wineries.

The business models for wineries break 
down into four broad categories: 1) wineries 
that grow, process and age their own grapes; 

2) those that buy grapes but 
continue the production 
process in-house; 3) those 
that purchase grapes, 
outsource processing the 
grapes, but store, blend and 
bottle on their own; 4) those 
that I dub virtual wineries, in 
which the owners outsource 
every aspect of producing their wine.

This week I’d like to focus on several 
corollaries to the textbook virtual winery 
discussed in my previous column. 

1. Opportunistic virtual winemakers: 
During the Great Recession, sales of mid- to 
high-end wines were under severe pressure. 
Several famous full-spectrum wineries, 
with bottles selling at $40 or more, suffered 
from diminished sales. They decided to sell 
their excess harvest production to virtual 
wineries, which merely ran the finished 
product through an outsourced bottling 

and labeling company and sold the 
identical wine for one-half, or less, 
of the branded wine. Great wine at a 

great price, a winning combination 
for consumers. 

2. National wine 
retailers of private 
label wines: They have 

huge cash clout 
to buy good-
quality finished-
product wines 

at a significant discount 
and sell them under their 
own private label. The profit 
margin against national 
brands is significantly 
higher. Hence their business 
model: sell national brands 
at steep discounts (and 
lower profit margins) but 

sell their private label brand at comparable 
prices (and higher profit margins). Think 
Costco and Total Wine stores. Bottom line: a 
combined high gross profit margin. 

3. A new breed of négociants (French for 
merchants) has taken the wine distribution 
model itself and turned it on its ear. These 
middlemen are providing a new service in 
the multi-tiered supply chain, mainly for 
high-end Bordeaux and Burgundy wines. 
They are placing large orders directly with 
producers, thereby boxing out traditional 
distributors and holding their purchases 
in vast warehouses. High-end customers 
venture into the treasure troves of négociants’ 
virtual cellars of aged fine wines, their virtual 
wallets stuffed with large-denomination 
bills. 

The consumer’s dilemma: How to identify 
these virtual wineries when purchasing 
wines? It’s not as difficult as it may seem. 
Regulators in a number of wine producing 
countries require specific language to 
differentiate full-spectrum wineries from 
the rest of the crowd. Look for label language 

like “produced and bottled by” in the United 
States. Other terminology should send up 
a red flag. “Cellared and bottled by” are 
trademarks of virtual wineries. Likewise, 
“Mis en Bouteille au Domaine” on French 
bottles and “Imbottigliato all’origine” on 
Italian bottles connote a full-spectrum 
winery.

Consumers consider winemaking an 
effort of the heart, crafted by passionate 
artisans who painstakingly hover over their 
wines like doting parents. In the 21st century, 

the wine industry is rapidly converting 
to a big business model, dispassionate 
and bottom-line focused. Other than for 
idealistic oenophiles, the typical consumer 
is now being offered a level of price/quality 
wines never before experienced. That makes 
for a win-win business model.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 15 years he has conducted 
wine tastings and lectures. He also offers 
personalized wine tastings and wine 
travel services. Nick’s credo: continuous 
experimenting results in instinctive behavior. 
You can reach him at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on Twitter @
sharingwine.

Variations on The Perception of The Storybook Winery
You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
By Nick Antonaccio

‘corollaries to the 
textbook virtual winery’
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There’s no doubt that the human-
animal bond is strong in Putnam County 
- especially at Brook Farm Veterinary 
Center, where Dr. Evan Kanouse and his 
team have been treating and serving the 
pet-loving community in unique ways 
since 1982.

On March 11, Dr. Kanouse and his 
Golden Retriever, “Nettles”, traveled to 
nearby Nature’s Nursery of Brewster, a 
year-round school and camp that has 
offered unique programs for children 

for more than 30 years. Dr. Kanouse 
and his canine companion had one goal 
in mind: to establish a healthy child-pet 
relationship at an early age by supporting 
responsible pet care.

“Young people have a natural affinity 
for animals,” said veterinarian Dr. Evan 
Kanouse. “Our work in the community 
as educators helps to nurture that bond 
by instilling empathy and a humane 
ethic in children at an early stage of their 
development.”

Each student gleefully took 
Nettles’ heart-rate with a 
stethoscope, examined his oral 
cavity and made an assessment 
pertaining to his overall health. 
After Nettles gave students his 
opinion on the matter (and a few 
sloppy wet kisses!), the group 
came to the consensus that he 
was good and healthy.

“The children loved when 
Dr. Kanouse let them listen 
to Nettles’ heart with the 
stethoscope,” recounted Doris 
Brenner, teacher. “Dr. Kanouse 
and his four-legged friend were 
so great with the children, and 
the staff and children at Nature’s 
Nursery are thankful for their 
time and dedication to our 
community!”

Local Veterinarian Works 
With Pre-School Children, 
Teaches Proper Pet Care

Putnam Valley Schools 
Superintendent, Dr. Wills invited New 
York State Senator, Terry Gipson to 
come to Putnam Valley to discuss school 
funding and state aid.  Putnam Valley has 
lost 3.3 million dollars in state aid since 
2009.  Dr. Wills called together district 
administrators, School Board members, 
parent representatives, teachers and high 
school students to meet with Senator 
Gipson. “This was an opportunity for 
Senator Gipson to get to know us,” said 
Dr. Wills.  Pictured here with Senator 
Gipson are high school seniors, Blendi 
Muriqi, Laura Ahmetaj, Dan Munson 
and Ali Mazza.  Laura Ahmetaj and Ali 
Mazza are the student representatives 

to the Board of Education and Blendi 
Muriqi and Dan Munson have created 
a website called VolunteerAccess.com.  
Their site connects student volunteers 
with community service opportunities.  
After the meeting Dr. Wills commented 
on this photo,  “These students are a 
wonderful representation of the quality 
of our graduates and their preparation for 
21st century careers.  It is so important 
for us to maintain the diversity of our 
programs.  We need our representatives 
at the state level to understand the aid 
formulas and how the reductions are 
affecting us.  We appreciate Mr. Gipson 
meeting with us.”

The Board of Trustees of the Desmond-
Fish Library has selected Jennifer 
McCreery as the new Library Director 
of the Garrison-based facility.  Only the 
third person to serve in this position in 
the 34-year history of the Library, Ms. 
McCreery succeeds Carol Donick, who 
moved on to the Kent Library last fall 
after 17 years in Garrison.  

“We feel that in Jen McCreery we have 
found the ideal leader for the next chapter 
of the Library,” said Hamilton Fish, 
President of the Trustees, in announcing 
the appointment. “She combines a love 
of libraries, a clear vision for the evolving 
role of this institution, and a strong grasp 
of the needs of our community. We feel 
fortunate to have found her.”

Ms. McCreery is already a familiar 
face at the Desmond-Fish Library, 
having joined the staff at the circulation 
desk in March of 2013. Prior to her 
work at Desmond-Fish, she worked 
in a number of libraries, including the 
United Nation’s Dag Hammarskjöld 
Library, New York Public Library, and 
the Santa Barbara Public Library. She 
holds a Masters in Library Science from 
CUNY-Queens College. In addition to 
her library work, she has nine years of 
experience managing theatrical tours 
for Radio City’s Christmas Spectacular 
and the Hudson Valley Shakespeare 
Festival. “All those summers working 
under the Shakespeare tent gave me a 
great affection for this area,” she says. 
“The Desmond-Fish Library gave me 
a library card back in 2003 when I was 
living up the road at Graymoor with 
the HVSF acting company. When Carol 
Donick hired me last year, I was thrilled 
to be back in a community that I know 
and love.” After Ms. Donick resigned as 
Library Director, Ms. McCreery served 
as Interim Director before being offered 

the full-time Library Director position. 
“It is challenging work, but it has the same 
appeal that drew me to librarianship in 
the first place,” she stated. “I am learning 
something new every day and helping 
people from all walks of life pursue their 
interests and achieve their goals.”

The Alice Curtis Desmond and 
Hamilton Fish Library, located at the 
intersection of Routes 9D and 403 in 
Garrison, New York, was founded in 
1980. The Library is a member of the 
Mid-Hudson Library System and serves 
both Garrison and the surrounding 
community. The mission of the Library 
is to provide improved access to the 
world of social and cultural ideas by 
offering a wide variety of materials and 
programs.  The Library has a special 
interest in the art and history of the 
region, and a dedication to encouraging 
a love of books, reading and learning 
in young children and their parents. 
More information about the Desmond-
Fish Library may be found at www.
desmondfishlibrary.org.

NY State Sen. Terry Gipson 
visits with reps of the Put 
Valley School District

Desmond-Fish Library Appoints New Library Director
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Pre Orders:
The Brewster-Carmel Garden Club 

is having its annual pre-order plant sale.  
Monies from this event support their many 
civic plantings in Brewster and Carmel.  
More information and/or an order form 
can be obtained by calling 845-279-9012 
or emailing double11@comcast.net.  The 
deadline is April 11.

2014 Tree & Shrub Seedling Program:  
Orders must be received by Wednesday, 
March 26. Orders must be picked up on 
Friday, April 25 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

or Saturday, April 26, from 10 a.m. to 
noon The pick-up station is located at the 
Putnam County Veterans’ Memorial Park, 
201 Gipsy Trail Road in Kent. Please make 
your check payable to the Putnam County 
Commissioner of Finance and mail to: 

Putnam County Soil and Water 
Conservation District, 841 Fair Street, 
Carmel, NY 10512. Info/Order forms:  
www.putnamcountyny.com

Register Early: 
Taking Care of the Environment, at 

Home and Around the World  “Our Place 
in the Web Of Life,” an informative and 
enjoyable two-session class, will be offered 
March 29 and April 11 from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the 4th Unitarian Society, located 
at 1698 Strawberry Road off Route 6 in in 
Mohegan Lake. The engaging workshop 
will incorporate small-group discussion, 
music and reflection as participants 
consider what it means to be part of an 
inter-connected community. The session 
will be facilitated by the Reverend Karen 
Brammer, who is Manager of the Unitarian 
Green Sanctuary Program. The cost of $40 
includes both workshops. Please register at 
914-222-3114 by 5 p.m. on March 27.

Saturday April 5, Save the Date: 

Land Trust Celebrates 1,000 Acres 
Preserved, Honors Putnamites at Annual 
Benefit Dinner: 45th Annual Putnam 
County Land Trust Dinner.. 5:30pm. Starr 
Ridge Banquet and Conference Center at 
38 Starr Ridge Road in Brewster Contact: 
Judy Terlizzi 914-621-8466 or info@pclt.
net

Tuesday, March 18 

Children’s-Themed Vendors Wanted 
for Kids’ Day at PHC: On Saturday, May 17, 
the Putnam Hospital Center Auxiliary will 
present its Ninth Annual Kids’ Day at PHC, 
sponsored by Somers Orthopaedic Surgery 
and Sports Medicine Group.  Admission 
and parking for Kids’ Day at PHC, which 
runs from noon to 4 pm, are free. The event, 
which will celebrate Dr. Bear’s (and PHC’s) 
50th birthday, is a festival of fun, health and 
safety that is held indoors and outdoors 
on the hospital campus. Interactive health 
and safety exhibits and demonstrations will 
be interspersed with kids’ crafts, games, 

inflatable bouncy attractions and children’s-
themed vendors; food will be available 
for purchase.  Last year’s event drew over 
2,500 children and their parents. Children’s 
themed vendor space is available, both 
indoors and outdoors.  For information, 
please call 845-279-5711, Ext. 2453.

PWP 4 Year Anniversary Celebration: 
Guest Speaker: Meghan Taylor, President 
of the Putnam Economic Development 
Corporation. Topic: An Overview of 
Putnam County and Opportunities for 
Business Owners The presentation will 
include a brief overview of the Putnam 
County EDC and will have a focus on 
women-owned businesses. She will 
also include an overview of the recent 
developments taking place within the 
county. The Terrace Club,  825 So Lake 
Blvd Mahopac 6 p.m.- 8pm $35pp Includes 
Buffet Dinner. Cash Bar. Register online to 
attend: www.professionalwomenofputnam.
com.

Diabetes Support Group: Putnam 
Hospital Center. Carmel. 6 p.m., in the 
Michael T. Weber Community Auditorium 
at the hospital. Family and friends are 
welcome to attend meetings of the free 
Diabetes Support & Education Group, 
which is designed to teach individuals 
how to keep their diabetes under control 
and to live a healthier life. The group, 
which is led by a diabetes educator and a 
dietitian, offers the opportunity for patients 
to share concerns and help manage some 
of the psychosocial issues associated 
with diabetes.  The meetings provide 
participants with an opportunity to hear 
from knowledgeable professionals who 
attend and speak on a wide range of topics 
related to diabetes and to network with 
others who have diabetes.  Registration is 
recommended by calling 845-279-5711, 
Ext. 2779.

Wednesday, March 19

Pearl Radio Club: Come and talk 
about your Boat Anchor. Putnam County 
Training and Operation Center (TOPS) 
112 Old Route 6, Carmel. 7 p.m.

Patterson Community Local History 
Project: The Patterson Library will host 
a series of “History Workshops” with the 
Patterson Historical Society.  Residents 
and people with knowledge and memories 
of Patterson’s past are being asked to help 
the Patterson Historical Society identify 
dozens of fascinating old maps, photos 
and documents from the Patterson area.  
Anyone having documents, photos or 
items of relevance are encouraged to 
bring them to the workshop to have them 
recorded in this exciting historical project. 
1 p.m. & 7 p.m., also April 16th  at 7 p.m.  
Registration is preferred, walk-ins are 
welcome.  Visit www.pattersonlibrary.org 

& click on calendar to register or call 845-
878-6121 x10 .  

Friday, March 21 

Putnam County Women’s Leadership 
Alliance:  Join us in celebrating Women’s 
History Month 6-8pm. Resources, 
entertainment and more. Complimentary 
signed copy of NY Times Best-Selling 
author Allison Pataki’s Historical novel, 
“The Traitor’s Wife”. Free admission. 
Hors d’oeuvres and cash bar. Putnam 
County Golf Course 187 Hill St 
Mahopac. Register online to attend: www.
pcwomensleadershipalliance.com

Saturday, March 22 

Carmel Fire Dept. Auxiliary 
Homemade Pasta Dinner:  5 p.m.-7 pm at 
the Firehouse Adults $9  children 4-12 $5 
children 3 and under free.

Exploring South Hollow:  1 p.m.– 3 
p.m. 355 acres in Patterson newly added 
to the Cranberry Mountain Wildlife 
Management Area. A portion of this 
naturalist-led ramble will be on ATV trails. 
Parking is a challenge so you must call for 
meeting place. Call Judy (845) 878-7740 or 
Beth (845) 228-5635.

The Night of the Salamander: This 
event occurs on the night of the first spring 
rain at the end of March, when salamanders 
(and frogs) migrate in large numbers to 

their vernal pools to reproduce. If you’d like 
to observe the migration, leave your name 
and number with Beth Herr (845) 228-
5635. Have your raincoat and flashlight 
handy, and be prepared for a last minute 
call!

Free Rabies Vaccination Clinic: 2 p.m.-
5 p.m. Sponsored by the Putnam County 
Department of Health, the clinic is being 
held at South Putnam Animal Hospital, 
230B Baldwin Place Road, Mahopac, and 
is open to all Putnam County residents. 
Please bring photo ID as proof of Putnam 
County residency, as well as proof of prior 
rabies vaccination. Tags are not acceptable. 
If you do not have proof of prior rabies 
vaccination, your pet will receive a one-year 
rabies vaccine. All dogs must be leashed 
and cats and ferrets must be in carriers. For 
more information and directions, please 
call the Putnam County Department of 
Health at (845) 808-1390 ext. 43127.

2nd Annual Hudson Valley Cerebral 
Palsy Association Charity Poker 
Tournament: Hosted by Hudson Valley 
Cerebral Palsy Association and win your 
way to the 2014 World Series of Poker 
Main Event!  This event is an official 
satellite location for the WSOP.  All net 
proceeds benefit those with developmental 
disabilities and to help build the 
Opportunity League Park.  $250 donation, 
register online at www.hvcpa.org/poker 
and for more information or call (845) 878-
9078 x4115.

Crossword Answers

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks 

prior to your event and include the words “Happenings 
Calendar Submission” in your email subject line. Entries 

should be sent to Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.
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adoption
ADOPTION: Unplanned Pregnancy? 
Caring local licensed adoption agency 
provides financial and emotional support. 
Choose from loving pre-approved fami-
lies. Habla Espanol.  Call Joy  1-914-939-
1180 or confidential email: Adopt@Forev-
erFamiliesThroughAdoption.org

PRIVATE ADOPTION: We dream if 
adopting a newborn into our family that's 
filled with love & laughter. All legal  ex-
penses paid. Visit www.Dianal,ouAdopt.
com or call 1-800-477-7611

Adoption- Creative, married couple 
ready to be parents. We'll care about you 
and love your baby unconditionally. Mary 
& Mike 917-837-5696, marymikeadopt@
gmail.com Expenses PAid. Legal. Confi-
dential.

auctions
Chincoteague Bay Home Auction 3-Story, 
4 BR/3 BA Thur., April 3, noon 3367 Star-
board St., Greenbackville, VA Previews: 
Sat., March 22 & 29, 10 am-2 pm Front/
rear decks, golf community, Deepwater 
canal access & more! United Country-
A.B. Cole & Associates VAAF796; 877-
539-9866 ABColeAuctions.com

Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

AUCTION CHEMUNG COUNTY 
REAL PROPERTY TAX FORECLO-
SURES. 150+ Properties, Wednesday, 
March 26 @ 11AM. Holiday Inn, Elmira, 
NY. 800-243-0061 HAR, Inc. & AAR, Inc. 
Free brochure: www.NYSAUCTIONS.
com

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-

ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

divorcE
DIVORCE $349 - Uncontested divorce 
papers prepared. Includes poor person 
application/waives government fees, if ap-
proved. One signature required. Separa-
tion agreements available. Make Divorce
Easy - 518-274-0380.

drivErs
Heating And Air Conditioning Techni-
cian Training! Fast Track, Hands On, Na-
tional Certification Program. Lifetime Job 
Placement. VA Benefits Eligible! 1-877-
994-9904

EvEnts
RINALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM Every 
Sunday Weather Permitting  (Opening 
Sunday April 6th) 900 Dutchess Turnpike 
(rt44) Poughkeepsie NY. Free Admis-
sion & Parking, Great Food & Bargains. 
Vendors Wanted! Please visit RINALDI-
FLEAMARKETS.COM† See Ya There!

For salE
PRIVACY HEDGES- SPRING Blowout 
Sale 6' Arborvitae (cedar) Regular $129 
Now $59 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE 
Installation/FREE delivery 518-536-1367 
www.lowcosttrees.com Limited Supply!

HElp WantEd
NYS Licensed Security Guard needed in 
Somers area. Part time, starting at $10.00 
per hour. Thursday-Sunday 11AM-
8:30PM. Immediate start! 1-718-544-
3949

SECURITY GUARD NEEDED: Part 
time. Must have NYS guard license.  Vails 
Gate/New Windsor area. Weekend work. 
Starting at $10.00 per hour.  Must be reli-
able.  If interested, please call (718) 544-
3949

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

HomE improvEmEnt 
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not 
applicable in Queens county"

land For salE
TIMBERLAND INVESTMENT 60acres - 
$99,900 Managed woodlands, stonewalls, 
views, great hunting! 2.5 hrs NYC! Abuts 
State Land! Terms avail! 888-476-4569

ABUTS STATE LAND 10 acres - $29,900 
Southern Tier hilltop farm, views, fields, 
woods! EZ terms! Call 888-905-8847 
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

CATSKILL FARM SHORT SALE 30 ac - 
$89,900 Big views, spring, woods, fields, 
town rd, utils! 2 hrs NYC! Below market! 
Terms! 888-479-3394 NewYorkLandan-
dLakes.com

miscEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4897.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

out oF statE rEal EstatE
Sebastian, Florida Affordable custom 
factory constructed homes $45,900+, 
Friendly community, No Real Estate or 
State Income Taxes ,minutes to† Atlantic 
Ocean. 772-581-0080, www.beach-cove.
com. Limited seasonal rentals

rEal EstatE
HILLTOP FARMHOUSE 6 acres - 
$99,900 Great country getaway! 5 BR, 2 
BA, decks, In law cottage! Views, ideal 
setting! 888-701-7509  NewYorkLandan-
dLakes.com

vacation rEntals
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open dai-
ly. Holiday Real Estate. 1-800-638-2102. 
Online reservations: www.holidayoc.com

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, 
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683

CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

WindoWs
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS $179 IN-
STALLED WHITE DOUBLE HUNG 
TILT-INS LIFETIME WARRANTY 
$1,500 Manufacturer Rebate Available 
Major Credit Card Accepted CALL RICH 
866-272-7533

1-800-382-HOME(4663)
www.sonyma.org

If You’re Ready to Buy a Home,
We Are Ready to Help.

The State of New York Mortgage Agency offers:
Up to $15,000 of Down Payment Assistance

for Housing

 Reverse Mortgages
 D r a w  a l l  e l i g i b l e  c a s h  o u t  o f   D r a w  a l l  e l i g i b l e  c a s h  o u t  o f  
 y o u r  h o m e  a n d  m a k e  n o   y o u r  h o m e  a n d  m a k e  n o  
 m o r t g a g e  p a y m e n t s  E V E R ! m o r t g a g e  p a y m e n t s  E V E R !

 CALL 1-888-660-3033 TODAY TO  CALL 1-888-660-3033 TODAY TO 
 SEE HOW MUCH YOU QUALIFY FOR SEE HOW MUCH YOU QUALIFY FOR

 and for a FREE 27 page catalog! and for a FREE 27 page catalog!

 Al l  Is land Mortgage
 A Leader in Reverse Mortgages Serving all of Florida & New York!
 496 Route 347, Suite 308 •   Smithtown, NY 11787

 • No change in
    ownership. You retain  
    the title
 • No income or credit
    requirements
 • Must be 62 or older!
 • SAFE, SIMPLE &
    SECURE
 • Allows homeowners
    to live in their home
 • FHA gov’t insured
 • TAX FREE CASHNMLS # 3740

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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March 18 -  March 24, 2014                                                                                                      SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                                                                                                          SPORTS SECTION

The Haldane boys and girls basketball teams pose with their respective gold balls at the Westchester County Center in early 
March before going on to represent Section 1 in the NYSPHSAA tournaments. The boys fell short of  the Region 1 title while 
Coach Tyrone “SeaDog” Searight’s Blue Devils barked up a storm and went on to represent in the NYS Final 4 last weekend 
where the season finally came to and end in the NYS semifinals after a 61-39 loss to Chautauqua Lake at Hudson Valley 
Community College last Saturday... See Girls’ Hoops Notebook

Twin 
Killing!

Haldane Boys, Girls Continue to Shred Class C Competition
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS
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Ossining Captures NYS Class AA Crown for 2nd Straight Year
Samuels Blows up in Finals; Haldane Falls in Class C State Semis 
By A.J. Martelli & Ray Gallagher

Last year the Ossining Pride won their 
first New York State title in school history, 
led by the legendary UConn-star Saniya 
Chong and team of motivated girls eager 
to show the world they were the best of 
the best. Upon the graduation of Chong 
and nine others, and the loss of up-and-
coming sharpshooter Andra Espinoza-
Hunter to transfer, a lot of folks thought 
last year’s state championship was a once-
in-a-lifetime deal for the Pride, and they 
would struggle this year to duplicate the 
success 2013 brought.

Actually, that never happened, not even 
close. The state-ranked (No.2) Pride won 
the Section 1 title with ease, and advanced 
to the regional finals with similar comfort 
before reaching the NYS Final Four for 
the third consecutive year.

And after a 69-62 win over state-
ranked (No.13) Section V champion 
Gates-Chili on Friday night in the state 
semis, the Pride beat state-ranked (No.7) 
Section III Cicero-North Syracuse 74-
59 Saturday night at Hudson Valley 
Community College in Troy to repeat 
as New York State Class AA champions 
behind a career-best 31-point effort 
from sophomore Shadeen Samuels. Head 
Coach Dan Ricci was impressed his girls 
were able to repeat after graduating an 
array of talent from last season.

“It’s an amazing thing,” he said. “There 
have been teams that have repeated and 
even three-peated before, but usually it’s 
with the same corps of players, and one 
outstanding player. For us to win it two 
years in a row – and not have a big name 
player the second time around and not 
have any seniors – I think it is a testament 
to our program.

“People don’t realize how far this team 
came,” he added.  “We never could’ve 
done this if we didn’t do our year-round 
AAU; we had to start from scratch. It took 
a long time – a lot of growing pains – and 
people see the end result now and they 

think we didn’t miss a beat, but they don’t 
realize how we had to take a step back to 
get to this point.”

Though he had to press the reset 
button, Ricci mentioned that his squad 
this year was the most balanced team he 
has ever coached, and that couldn’t have 
been more evident this past weekend. In 
Friday night’s semifinal win over Gates-
Chili, top Pride players Jalay Knowles, 
Abby Squirrell and Samuels were in foul 
trouble early. Ricci didn’t panic, however, 
and allowed Stef Svoboda and first-year 
varsity standout Jenna Lividini to take 
over. 

Lividini finished with a career-high 
19 points while Svoboda ended with 
16. Battling the foul trouble, Knowles 
was able to eke out 13 points and eight 
rebounds to contribute.

“Stefanie Svoboda was the most 
consistent player all weekend,” Ricci said. 
“Jenna Lividini comes in off the bench 
and scores 19 points; I mean, teams don’t 
have kids that come in off the bench and 
score 19 points. That just tells you the 
balance of our team.”

Ossining was tied 
with Chili 26-26 at 
halftime and 42-42 at 
the end of three,  but 
the Pride were able 
to pull away for the 
victory late in the 
fourth on account of 
some scrappy play; 
offensive boards and 
masterful free throw 
shooting. 

Winning the state 
semifinal by seven 
points only tipped the 

scales in Ossining’s favor, giving it all 
the confidence it needed to win huge in 
the finals. The Pride sprung out to a 6-0 
lead in the early going vs. Cicero-North 

Syracuse and never looked back, though 
it was the work of Samuels that put them 
over the top. 

Samuels erupted for 31 points, in the 
process showing off her outside skills 
with six 3-point field goals – matching the 
record for 3-pointers in a championship 
game. Ricci couldn’t help but notice how 
this year’s tournament played out nearly 
the same way it did in 2013.  

“It was very similar to last year,” he said. 
“We only won the semifinal by eight last 
year; won the final by 17. This year we won 
the semifinal by seven, won the final by 
15. We felt that Friday we played against 
the best player (Cierra Dillard of Gates-
Chili), but we had a more balanced team. 
Saturday we felt we had the best players 
and were playing against a good team 
(Cicero-North Syracuse), but Shadeen 
really stepped up and showed who she is.”

What also played out similarly this year 
was the Pride’s overwhelming support. 
Last year the community came together 
to root the team on, and it received the 
same type of love this year. Fans, alumni 

Ossining girls revel in 2nd NYS championship.
KACie SCARDuziO PHOTOS

Ossining girls return home.

Ossining girls came, saw and conquered.

Ossining girls await state plaque presentation at Hudson Valley Community College in Troy.
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS
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including Chong and others from last 
year’s team, and school officials from 
Westchester flocked up to Troy to fill the 
stands. 

“It was awesome,” Ricci said. “Saniya 
was there; Alex Cristello and Danielle 
Ferrao from last year were there. Before 
the game I got about seven or eight texts 

from kids like Danielle Gervacio, Lydia 
Davis from last year – they were all 
keeping an eye on what was going on. 

“This program isn’t just about the kids 
that are playing; it’s the kids that came 
before. There were a lot of alumni in 
the stands and it’s a program where kids 
keep coming back, so we must be doing 
something right.” 

Fire trucks and a police escort were 
on hand to greet the Pride back to town 
Sunday, a homecoming fitting for state 
champs. According to Ricci, the early 
word is the Pride will get their own float 
in the Ossining Memorial Day Parade, 
with champions from last year’s state title-
winning team and this year’s winners on 
board for the ride.

Ossining (24-2) now moves on to 
the NYS Federation tournament, and 
will square off with St. Anthony’s of the 
CHSAA Friday afternoon. Last year the 
Pride fell to Bishop Ford in the Federation 
tourney. Whatever the outcome may be 
vs. St. Anthony’s, Ricci is content knowing 
everybody will be back next year – and 

hopes the state titles keep on racking up.
“We are 24-2, that’s a great year, and the 

whole thing is, everybody returns next 
year,” he said. “This year the goal was to 
win a section championship; you pretty 
much have to say the goal (next year) is 
to win a state championship, because 
we’ve already done it. You don’t want to 
go backwards, always try to go forwards.”

While Ossining had its glory this past 
weekend, HALDANE came up a bit short 
in the Class C semis Saturday, losing 61-
39 to Section 4’s Chautauqua Lake, the 
eventual NYS champion. Jess Harrison 
was given the sportsmanship award, 
and Sam Lisikatos was named to the 
NYSPHSAA all-star team. 

The state-ranked (No.4) Blue Devils 

finished 16-7, and have a lot to be proud 
of, winning a Section 1 gold ball for the 
21st time since 1989 and their seventh 
in Class C in 11 years, and beating 
undefeated Tri-Valley in the regionals to 
reach the NYS final four despite starting 
the season at a dreadful 3-6.

“What a remarkable season for us,” said 
Haldane Coach Tyrone Searight, winner 
of two gold balls at Haldane. “Being 3-6 
at the holiday break was tough but we just 
kept on believing that we, as a team would 
get better and better. Each day, my girls 

bought in to what I 
was teaching them, 
and that Lakeland 
game was the 
turning point. 
After that three-
point lost to them 
we went on a tear.”

Veterans Sammi 
Lisikatos and Allie 
Monteleone were 
the lynchpins that 
held it all together. 

“My point guard 
Sammi Lisikatos 
has been on Varsity 
since eighth grade 
and she was the 
floor general for 
me five years and 
then I have Allie 

Monteleone, which is my top gun and go-
to girl,” Searight said. “That did a lot for us 
throughout this year, and what was good 
about this year my girls new there roles 
on this team and everyone else did their 
part. That’s why Haldane girls’ basketball 
got back on track. The future look mighty 
good for us. Seadogs Blue Devils are 
barking once again.”

And the roar has been deafening for 
Section 1 Class C foes who can expect 
more of the same in the future.

Spring Softball 
FREE Open Scrimmages
Coed 20 Plus & Men’s 50 Plus

Free Agents Welcome!
Want to play softball this 
spring but don’t have a 
team? 
We’ll place you on an 
existing team or help you 
form a new team!

Location: Navajo Fields at the Yorktown Sports Complex

Men’s 50 Plus players: 10 AM Saturday, March 22 & March 29
Coed 20 Plus players: 10 AM Sunday, March 23 & March 30

More info:

914-962-8390 ext 10 
ysaleagues.com

y s a l e a g u e s . c o m

Ossining grads were on hand representing, including Daniella Ferrao, Alexandra Cristello and Saniya 
Chong.

Ossining fans line the streets upon the team’s arrival back home after winning states for 2nd year in 
a row.

Ossining Coach Dan Ricci called Steph Svoboda the most consistent player in 
the NYS Final 4
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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As picked by Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

(Selections made from five Putnam 
County high schools and seven more 
from N. Westchester, including Lakeland, 
Yorktown, Croton, Peekskill, Panas, Somers 
and Hen Hud)

MVP: Timmy McCauley, Walter Panas
Player of the Year: RJ Martinez, 

Mahopac
Defensive Stalwart: Ryan Simone, 

Mahopac
1st Team

G, RJ Martinez, Mahopac – What the 
All-Section senior did against Fox Lane in 

the Class AA quarters and the first half of 
the semifinal loss to Mt. Vernon was the 
stuff of legend. If RJ had decided to stay at 
Carmel instead of transferring crosstown, 
he might have led the Rams to a Final 4; 
that’s how much he means to a program.

G, Zach Coleman, Putnam Valley 
– The unquestioned “Franchise” of PV 
hoops, the two-time All-Section standout 
cemented his place in history as the 
Valley’s benchmark, leading the Tigers to 
consecutive County Center Final 4’s and 
their first Class B title appearance in 2014. 

G, Timmy McCauley, Walter Panas – 
The two-time All-Section choice was the 

central nervous system of Class 
A’s cream of the crop. McCauley would 
make the squad solely on his will to win. If 
there was ever an MVP in our neck of the 
woods this season, this ankle-snapping 
legend, who just might just be “THE” all-
time great at Panas (with all due respect 
to Scott Ganelas & Laurence Ekperigin), 
deserves the nod.

F, Ryan Simone, Mahopac – Whether 
he was inhaling rebounds or beasting the 
paint, the All-Section senior became the 
only three-year starter in Indian history to 
start in three Final 4’s at the Westchester 
County Center

F, Jelani Bell-Isaac, 
Putnam Valley – The 
All-Section senior 
gave Simone a run 
for his money as the 
area’s No.1 defensive 
presence (it was 
essentially a tie) based 
on his innate shock-
blocking ability. Still 
an uncommitted 
d i a m o n d - i n - t h e -
rough, JBI will make 
some noise at the next 
level should he choose 
to do so.

6th Man, G Peter 
Hoffmann, Haldane 
– The Al-Section 
junior swingman led 
the Blue Devils to 
their first title since 
2001 with a versatile 
skill set that could 
land him at places like 
Oneonta or SUNY 
Cortland at the next 

level and an encore performance his 
senior year at Haldane.

Coach of Year, Shawn Sullivan, 
Panas – Took a group that nobody 
predicted to win a championship to 
the Panthers’ first gold ball since 1997. 
2nd Team 

G, Luis Cartagena,
Yorktown – Another sophomore
who will blossom into a top-tier
talent in the years ahead.
G, Matt Moros, Somers – Lethal
shooter who guided Tuskers  

    to ClassA quarters with All-  
Conference prowess.
G, Teejay Searight, Croton – The
All-Section sophomore is going to
light it up at Croton the next two
season.
F, Neorck Brown, Peekskill –
All-Conference swingman flat-out
beasted and feasted all season.
F, Tyler Mason, Panas – When 

Panas needed a rebound, Mase usually 
snagged it. 

6th Man, Ryan Basso, Putnam 
Valley   

      Will be PV’s go-to guy next season.

All Putnam/N. Westchester Examiner-area Boys’ Hoops Team

Walter Panas MVP Timmy McCauley.

Put Valley F Jelani Bell-isaac.

Mahopac G R.J. Martinez.

Put Valley G zach Coleman.

Mahopac F Ryan Simone.

Haldane G Peter Hoffmann.
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Class A Grid Notebook

continued next page

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

The 2013-14 
basketball season will 
go down as the craziest 
one ever in Northern 
Westchester/Putnam 
County history, and 
not because of the 
actual play on Section 

1 hardwoods, but because off the off-court 
insanity in places like Peekskill, Mahopac 
and Yorktown where we often heap praise 
for their on-court exploits. 

I call shenanigans! And all this 
tomfoolery affected some people in high 
places; people like the recently-retired 
legendary NYS Hall of Fame Peekskill 
Coach Lou Panzanaro and Mahopac 
marvel Kevin Downes, the former Indian 
coach who called it quits last Friday after 
the program’s whirlwind with the national 
media for racially-charged Tweets 

stemming from its student body, the 
Mahopac Maniacs back on February 27th. 

“I’m heartbroken,” Coach Downes 
repeated upon his breakup from the 
community he starred in during the late 
‘80s as a multi-sport sensation before 
returning seven years ago to coach 
the Mahopac basketball program to 
Section 1 prominence with four-straight 
Class AA Final 4 appearances and one 
championship loss to Mount Vernon, 
which is at the center of the Mahopac 
rubble. 

The Cliff Notes: On Feb. 27, the 
basketball team found itself in the throes 
of a national whirlwind since its 43-40 
sectional semifinal loss to nine-time state 
champion Mount Vernon, in the Section 

1 Class AA Final 4 or beyond for the fifth 
time since the turn of the century.

The ensuing, unwarranted situation 
came to a head because the race card was 
pulled from the deck after the Mahopac 
student body was baited and incensed 
by fervent Mount Vernon adults, who 
taunted them from beneath the main 
grandstand of the Westchester County 
Center. 

Those heated, verbal 
exchanges culminated in 
the now-viral tweets by 
at least eight Mahopac 
students who enraged the 
Mount Vernon partisans 
and their former coach, 
a proud black man who 
disgustedly witnessed the hundreds of 
favorites and retweets of an emotional 
student body that clearly crossed the line 
in a wave of lunacy that has embarrassed 
the entire community. 

The thing took on a life of its own 
before dying a disastrous death two weeks 
later; whereupon Downes simply couldn’t 
trust that racism wasn’t a built-in deal at 
Mahopac, despite the cries and bemoaning 
of hundreds of Mahopac fanatics who 
begged him to believe otherwise. 

“I just felt like it would be hard to go 
back and feel like I was 100 percent 
supported. It would be tough to go back 
based on all those things,” Downes said. 
“The comments were tough to read but 
two things in particular really hurt. One 
was the lack of outrage over the comments 
until the news media started to paint the 
entire community as racist. While I do 
not think these comments reflect the 
entire community, I would have liked 
to see people condemn the comments 
before the news media showed up and 
framed the story. The other part that 
hurt and disappointed me was the fact 
the comments were liked and retweeted 
overt 200 times. That suggested that those 
thoughts and feelings go deeper than just 
the eight students that were suspended.”

If nothing else, Mahopac, let this be 
a teachable moment: a time when we 
recognize the fact that WE have a long 
way to go before we gain the necessary 
ground on racism. 

Kevin Downes was half the fun of 
Mahopac basketball, and the Indians now 
have a gaping hole at the heart of this 
prideful program. Assistant Coach Mark 
Pavella, a brilliant strategist, seems like 
the likely choice to succeed him, but A.D. 
John Augusta will hope to make a choice 
as wise as his predecessor Frank Miele did 
when he brought Downes on some seven 
years ago. 

Downes won four league titles in the 

past four years at Mahopac, doing so with 
gritty overachievers that went end-to-
end for 32 minutes, thriving on defensive 
ferocity and feeding off the coach’s swag. 
He led the Indians to an unprecedented 
four-straight Final 4 berths after playing 
in two in the late ’80s, solidifying an 
unrivaled player/coach legacy. Downes, 
through his sadness, expressed no regrets 

about the seven years 
prior to this detestable 
termination.

“I have received so 
much support the last 
few days and weeks; it is 
has been overwhelming,” 
said Downes, who has 
two young boys to think 

about. “I am so thankful and appreciative 
to everyone that I have heard from and 
that I have come in contact with over the 
last seven years. I have received a lot of 
support and my family and I are grateful. 
I am so most proud of my players. I am so 
proud of what we have accomplished the 
last seven years. I am just sad that it had 
to end this way.”

And who isn’t? Truth be told, Downes 
was about to bolt the scene last year due 
to some behind-the-scenes issues, which 
were further fueled after an incident in 
December when Downes was followed 
onto the school bus and threatened by 
a Mahopac dad over the lack of playing 
time for his son (it resulted in a restraining 
order against the dad). 

This latest incident was just the final nail 
in the coffin. And don’t be surprised if we 
see further sanctions imposed by Section 
1, who may refuse to head north of the 
Putnam County line to contest its football 
championships every fall if we don’t hold 
ourselves accountable up here; whether 
its racism, bullying or drug abuse. It’s time 
to wise up, gang...

PEEKSKILL will never be the same 
without Panzanarro on its sideline either. 
The 67-year-old should have went out 
with his head held high but the 2014 Red 
Devils were the first in his three-decade 
tenure to bail out of the playoffs without 
qualifying for the field of 16. Panzanarro 
stated that his team’s failure to defeat 
Sleepy Hollow in an out-bracket game 
was on him.

“I didn’t have them ready, I allowed them 
to look ahead (to a potential first-round 
match with No.8 Byram Hills),” Coach P 
said. “All of us totally underperformed all 
year.”

Truth be told: The season was an 
aberration, even a powder keg, at times; 
like the time Coach P was suspended 
by Peekskill administrators in January 
over a practice-session scuffle with then-

assistant Coach Tony Jackson, who is no 
longer with the program because of his 
actions. Coach P was quickly reinstated 
after the dust-up, which witnesses say was 
the result of a disagreement over Jackson’s 
sons playing time.   

It was a rough year for local basketball 
coaches. Panzanarro failed to go out with 
his head held as high as it should, despite 
the 10 gold balls, five NYS championships 
and three Federation crowns he bestowed 
upon Peekskill. Peekskill has had two 
coaches in 57 years and all that stability 
will be difficult to sustain without a lead 
dog pulling the sled. Peekskill and all of 
Section 1 awaits his replacement with 
baited breath. 

Might Coach Panzanaro, the Peekskill 
A.D., reach out to Downes? Might 
Yorktown or Fox Lane do likewise? I can’t 
imagine Downes will not be on someone’s 
sideline next winter, taking average ball 
players and making them championship 
contenders like he did at Mahopac.

“I would definitely like to coach again,” 
Downes said. “But I have not had any 
conversations with anyone from Fox Lane, 
Yorktown or Peekskill. If the situation at 
one of those schools was right, and they 
thought I was a good fit for them, I would 
definitely be interested.”

His phone should be blowing up this 
week.

More proof of a tough year for coaches 
came when former YORKTOWN Coach 
Chris Caputi was summoned into A.D 
Fio Nardone’s office and released the 
night before the Huskers were due to play 
a Class AA out-bracket game. Peekskill 
girls’ Coach Rodney Headley is currently 
being investigated and the three-time 
sectional champion coach could be in 
danger of losing his position if the rumors 
are proven true. 

Brewster Coach John Martino 
graciously resigned after a so-so Class 
A season after a four-decade run with 
the program, leaving the door open for 
longtime chum Tom Nelligan to take 
over the Bears. Meanwhile, Fox Lane 
Coach Chris Violante unexpectedly 
stepped down from the Bedford-based 
Foxes, citing “time with his family” as the 
primary reason for ending a decade-long 
tenure that saw the Foxes reach one Class 
AA Final 4, plus two league titles and 50 
wins the last three seasons.

That leaves the Northern Westchester/
Putnam region with at least five boys’ 
head coaching vacancies in a 25-mile 
radius and some pretty big shoes to fill. 
Whoa, I’ve never looked more forward 
to lax/baseball season in my 25 years of 
covering local sports.

Direct 
Rays

Off-Court Craziness at Heart of 2014 Hoops Season
Downes’ Departure from Mahopac Final Straw of Some Tumultuous Times 

Former Mahopac boys’ basketball Coach Kevin 
Downes resigned last Friday, citing hurtful, 
racially-charged comments made on social 
media, which were retweeted and favorited by 
many members of  the Mahopac student body.
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Mahopac boys’ basketball Coach Kevin Downes resigned last week amidst a swirling racial mess whereby scores of  
Mahopac youths retweeted and favorited social media commentary that made derogatory light of  African Americans after 
the indians were defeated by Mount Vernon on February 27th in the Section 1 Class AA Final 4 for the third time in four 
years. in seven seasons since his hire, the fiery coach won four-straight league titles and raised Mahopac’s level of  play 
to a standard-bearing degree... See Direct Rays

Downes 
in the 
Dumps!
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Legendary 
Mahopac 
Coach/Alum 
Resigns 
Amidst 
Racial 
Tension


