
By David Propper
Eight students from the Mahopac 

school district had been suspended as of 
last Friday for racist tweets, leaving the 
school community under attack and on 
the defensive.

In an interview Friday afternoon, 
Superintendent Thomas Manko said 
after a thorough investigation, it was 
determined that eight students directed 
inappropriate and racist tweets towards 
the Mount Vernon basketball team and its 
fans following a tense Feb. 27 playoff came 
between the two schools.

Originally, only three students were 
suspended, but Manko had previously 
stated more suspensions would be passed 
down, which occurred last week. None of 

the students were on the basketball team 
and the superintendent doesn’t foresee 
any additional students being suspended.

“I can’t say we’re done,” Manko said. 
“But I think we’re close to being done.”

Some of the abusive tweets included, 
“Tough loss boys (Mahopac), but at least 
we can talk to our dads about #Vernon” 
and “Anyone else thinking: Where does 
Mount Vernon get the money to even 
have sports team.” More racially charged, 
another tweet read, “That’s why you 
shouldn’t let monkeys out of their zoo.”

Manko, on behalf of the entire school 
district, expressed deep regret for the 
“misbehavior and poor decision that some 
of our students made.” He went on to say 
the district is taking the actions of those 

students and other allegations seriously.  
While Manko couldn’t go into the 

specifics of the suspensions for the 
eight students, he did note suspensions 
typically range from 1-5 days and further 

punishment could be enforced. He also 
said the parents of those students have 
fully accepted the consequences handed 
down by the district.

By David Propper
After months of talking about it—and 

talking about it some more, District 2 
Legislator Sam Oliverio finally and formally 
announced his run for the Putnam County 
executive office in a news release issued last 
Friday afternoon. 

Oliverio, the sole Democrat on the 
Putnam County Legislature, announced 
his intent to run against Republican and 
incumbent MaryEllen Odell, setting up 
what should be a war of words between 
the only two announced candidates so 
far. Oliverio, who for months said he was 
seriously considering a run for county 
executive, officially threw his name in 
after meeting with the Putnam County 
Democratic Executive Board and all six 
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The streets were filled last Sunday afternoon for the 38th annual Northern Westchester-Putnam 
County St. Patrick’s Day Parade. The warm weather and festive spirit brought hundreds of  
residents to Route 6 to enjoy a fun-filled day that was a blast for both the young and old. Bagpipes, 
traditional Irish dances, and plenty of  green was on full display throughout the afternoon. See 
pages 12-13 for more photos of  the parade.
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The Mahopac student section is under fire after the boys basketball team played Mount Vernon in a Feb. 
27 contest at the Westchester County Center.
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Legislator 2 and county executive candidate Sam 
Oliverio.
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“They know it was a poor choice, 
horrible choice,” he said. “They know what 
they did was wrong.”

At a press conference at Mount Vernon 
district headquarters Friday afternoon, 
interim Superintendent Judith Johnson 
didn’t mince words when criticizing the 
Mahopac boys basketball team and its fans. 
She sent a letter to New York Governor 
Andrew Cuomo and Commissioner of 
Education John King detailing alleged civil 
rights violation of bullying, cyberbullying 
and racial harassment.

Among racist remarks expressed on 
Twitter, Johnson also said it was confirmed 
a Confederate Flag was brought to the 
game and waved at one point. 

Last Thursday, there was a meeting 
with Mount Vernon and Mahopac school 
officials, and staff from both the governor’s 
office and education commissioner’s 
office. Johnson said the Mount Vernon 
school district would be seeking sanctions 
against Mahopac, citing the Student 
Dignity Act by created by New York.

Johnson also renewed her call to see the 
entire boys basketball program suspended 

for next season. During the press 
conference, Johnson said there is Mount 
Vernon student testimony that alleges 
racism directed at the Mount Vernon 
team. Johnson said Mount Vernon players 
heard racial slurs from Mahopac players 
during and after the game.

According to testimony from eight 
Mount Vernon players and a Mahopac 
parent not identified, a Mahopac player 
didn’t shake their hands and stated, “that 
none of you ugly gorillas deserve it.” Other 
racial slurs were allegedly said during and 
after the game, according to the players’ 

testimony.
Mount Vernon head coach Bob 

Cimmino said during the press conference 
that “the sportsmanship fell to an all-time 
low and the racial hatred that we all felt 
was disgusting.”

While pushing for a suspension, 
Johnson said she “had no idea” how many 
Mahopac players might have directed a 
racist taunt at Mount Vernon’s players.

Manko believes a year long suspension 
is excessive and said 35-40 people that 
attended the game were interviewed by 
Mahopac Athletic Director John Augusta 
including all three referees, workers at the 
scorer’s table, all the Mahopac coaches, 
and all of the Mahopac players and none 
of them heard racial slurs being used.

“We’re not saying that there weren’t such 
statements made by our players toward 
their players,” Manko said. “But we can’t 
corroborate them. You still have to have 
evidence.”

Manko also said some fans from Mount 
Vernon acted in an inappropriate manner 
toward Mahopac students, including an 
instance where a Mahopac cheerleader 
was struck.

Johnson during the press conference 
rebuffed that, stating none of the Mount 
Vernon fans misbehaving were students 
and she can’t control the actions of adults.

There’s a plan for school administrators, 
school board members, both coaches, and 
representatives from student government 
to meet at some point in the near future. 
When asked if both teams might meet up, 
Johnson said it wasn’t being considered at 
this time.

While Johnson said punishment would 
carry the most weight to move forward, 
Manko said he wants to see his district 
move on. He also stressed the actions 
of “eight or so students do not define a 
student percent body.”

“99.99 percent of the students didn’t 
make poor choices, they made a good 
choice,” Manko said. “This isn’t who we 
are.”

Mahopac District Suspends Eight Students After Racist Tweets
continued from page 1
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By David Propper 
In the first round of a legal battle 

between Putnam County and The 
Journal News, a New York State Supreme 
Court Justice ordered the county to 
turn over pistol permit records to the 
Gannett owned publication. But the 
county isn’t finished with its fight just 
yet.

County Clerk Dennis Sant, who 
originally denied the newspaper’s 
request in Dec. 2012 after it filed a 
Freedom of Information Request to get 
the data, said in an interview the county 
is submitting a stay in court to hold off 
on releasing the names and there is a 
plan on putting together an appeal that 
would go to the next highest court.

The county has 30 days to file a notice 
of appeal.

“I’m extremely disappointed,” Sant 
said of the recent court decision. “I 
don’t agree with the judge’s decision. I 
guess if his name was being published 
it’d be a whole different story.” 

After The Journal News sued for the 
pistol permit data, Supreme Court Judge 
Robert Neary, in a five-page decision, 
ordered the records to be turned over 
because the NY SAFE Act allowed gun 
owners to remove their names from a 
public database after the law was passed 
in January 2013. Permit holders that 
did not ask for their information to 

be removed are subject to have their 
information disclosed publicly.

In a press release, County Executive 
MaryEllen Odell said the county has 
held firm that pistol permit holders are 
entitled to their privacy. 

“Publishing information on permit 
holders does nothing more than create 
a dangerous roadmap for those with a 
criminal intent,” Odell said. “People 

who have chosen 
not to have weapons 
in their homes 
become unnecessarily 
vulnerable.”

Deputy Clerk 
Michael Bartolotti 
said there is a fear 
among some residents 
that the county is 
going to hand over 
the information 
immediately. But he 
pointed out there are 
possible “avenues in 
the law to protect the 
safety and privacy of 
our citizens.”

“Though Judge 
Neary closed the 
door,” Bartolotti said. 
“He left the window 
open.”

The lawsuit was 
defended by all 

county employees and Judge Neary 
denied The Journal News’ request to 
have Putnam pay its legal fees, which 
means there has been no fiscal impact 
toward county taxpayers as a result of 
the suit, which lasted more than four 
months.

In an article by The Journal News, 
CynDee Royle, the newspaper’s editor 

and vice president/news, said the law 
is clear that the records belong to the 
public. She added the newspaper would 
not produce lists or maps identifying 
permit holders with the information 
it is seeking because the data isn’t as 
comprehensive since permit holders 
can now opt out.

The newspaper took heat and was 
even threatened by gun advocates after 
it published an online interactive map 
of Westchester County and Rockland 
County pistol permit holders in 
Dec. 2012 after the mass shooting in 
Newtown, CT. 

Sant said he doesn’t trust what 
The Journal News would do with 
the obtained information and isn’t 
convinced it wouldn’t use it for another 
interactive map. He’s encouraging 
residents to fill out an opt-out form in 
order to keep their information private 
and feel secure. 

“If they are pistol permit holders they 
need to run, don’t walk, and get to our 
office and fill out an opt-out form,” Sant 
said. 

Currently, Sant said there are more 
than 10,000 permit holders in the 
county and more than 2,000 holders 
have opted out already since the law 
has been enacted. Residents that want 
to opt-out are encouraged to contact 
Bartolotti at 845-808-1142 ex. 49303

Putnam Loses Suit Against Newspaper Seeking Pistol Permits
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By David Propper 
The Village of Brewster struck down 

a request from St. Lawrence O’Toole 
Church to have additional parking spots 
on its property. 

The Village Board of Trustees voted 
5-0 to deny a request for a Waiver of 
Moratorium from the Catholic Church 
last Wednesday (Ash Wednesday) that 
would have allowed the church to add 
15-18 more spaces for churchgoers. 
Outraged residents that live on the same 
street as St. Lawrence O’Toole spoke out 
against the additional parking before the 

Trustees eventually 
voted to stymie the 
church’s effort for 
parking expansion. 

Village attorney 
Anthony Mole said 
trustees had to 
determine if the waiver 
would fit in with the 
new comprehensive 
plan in the works and 
if by not granting the 
waiver, they would be 

creating an economic 

hardship.
After the meeting, Mayor Jim Shoenig 

explained voting against the waiver, 
saying it could not result in an economic 
hardship for the church.

“According to the attorney, they 
had to show hardship. To me it’s a self 
induced hardship because they bought 
the property,” he said. “So how can you 
show hardship when you spent that 
money to buy something. To me, it’s not 
a hardship.”

Representing the church was local 
architect Jim Nixon, who said the 
parking would have been located in the 
backyard of a house the church bought. 
A small portion of the house—a laundry 
room—would have been demolished for 
a few more spaces, as well. 

People using the parking spaces 
would’ve entered on Prospect St. but 
exited on another street.

Residents were outspoken critics 
against the church’s request, not mincing 
words. 

Prospect St. resident Dawn Willis said 
the thought of changing that property 
into a parking lot is a “horror” to many 
residents that live on the street. 

“We’re not happy about this situation 
at all,” she said, claiming she’s speaking 
for many neighbors on the street. “I 
don’t understand why the church is more 
special than anything else in the village.”

Another Prospect St. resident, Joe 
Desantis said angrily about St. Lawrence 
O Toole, “our neighborhood does not 
exist for you.”

“You’re supposed to be a part of it,” he 
went on to say. “Not be it. We’re sick of 
it.”

Brewster Church Denied Opportunity to Expand Parking

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Local architect Jim Nixon presented to the Board of Trustees last Wednesday. 

www.health-quest.org/WeightLossSurgery

Putnam Hospital Center seminars

March 20th at 4:30 PM
April 17th at 4:30 PM

Vassar Brothers Medical Center seminars

March 6th at 5:00 PM
April 3rd at 5:00 PM

DON’T JUST LOSE WEIGHT—
FIND A HAPPIER, HEALTHIER YOU.

Uncovering that happier, healthier you isn’t easy. But we can help with the latest surgical 

techniques, nutritional counseling, support programs and informative seminars. Our free, 

no-commitment seminars are moderated by weight loss surgeons Dr. Thomas Cerabona, 

Dr. Ashutosh Kaul and Dr. Anthony Maffei. Call (845) 230-4797 to reserve your spot today.

BARIATRIC SURGERY SUPPORT GROUPS
Northern Dutchess Hospital March 4th and April 1st at 7:00 PM—(845) 871-3600 to register 
Putnam Hospital Center March 20th and April 17th at 6:00 PM—(845) 230-4797 to register

Vassar Brothers Medical Center March 19th and April 16th at 6:00 PM—(845) 437-3026 to register

Small NewS 
iS BiG NewS

Advertise in 
The Examiner. 
Call 864-0878 today!

get 
NOTICED!

Advertise in
The Putnam

Examiner
Call 914-864-0878 today!



March 11 - March 17, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com 5

After Speculation, Astorino Announces Run for Governor 
By Martin Wilbur and David Propper 

After weeks of speculation, 
Westchester County Executive Robert 
Astorino, a Republican, announced his 
candidacy for New York State Governor 
Wednesday via an eight-minute video 
on his website and on Twitter, saying: 
“I’m in.”

In the video, Astorino noted that 
400,000 New Yorkers had left the 
state. “I’m tired of the fairy tale that 
everything is just great, when it is just 
the opposite,” he said. Astorino cites 
his two wins in the Westchester County 
Executive race, no tax increases in 
the county since his election, and the 
county’s high credit rating as reasons 
why he is the right man to take on the 
incumbent in Albany.

There are four things that New York 
leads in, he continued: New York is 
Number 1 in highest taxes, Number 1 
for the worst business climate, Number 
1 in most corruption, and Number 2 
for the highest electric rates, anywhere.

With a pro business and pro economic 
development platform, Astorino 
further criticized incumbent governor 
Andrew Cuomo for “demonizing gun 
owners” and said he will get rid of 
“Cuomo’s Common Core” at both the 
state and local levels. Astorino said 
he is a staunch supporter of charter 
schools.

Two state lawmakers that represent 
part of Putnam County weighed in on 
Astorino’s announcement. 

State Assemblyman and Republican 
Steve Katz issued the following 
statement, seemingly throwing support 
behind Astorino, “I am very excited 
about Rob getting into the race. He is a 
gifted leader who’s been able to achieve 
results with bipartisan support in an 
important county. I wish him only the 
best because I feel like he would do 
great things for our state in Albany.”

As for Republican State Sen. 
Greg Ball, his take on Astorino’s 
announcement was more diplomatic, 
not expressing complete support either 
way.

“Rob is a clean cut conservative who 
looks like he just got back from Boy 
Scout camp, but knows how to take a 
political fight to the streets. That said, 
Cuomo has also proven himself to be a 
smart political operator and regardless 
of areas of intense disagreement, he 
has been an effective Governor,” Ball 
stated. “Rob can and will certainly 
make some inroads where there 
are weaknesses. Cuomo must not 
underestimate Rob, and Rob has to 
pray that he does. Regardless, Rob’s 
candidacy will force a real matchup 
and keep Cuomo honest until Election 
Day. That’s a good thing.”

Despite the build up to the Astorino 
announcement, news reports indicate 
Astorino’s bid for election may force a 
Republican primary.

Dispelling rumors that Donald 
Trump might set aside his gubernatorial 
aspirations to let Astorino take on the 
contest, a CBS news report Wednesday, 

quoted Michael Cohen, Senior Counsel 
for Trump as saying the majority of 
GOP leaders are committed to a Trump 
candidacy and that they feel Trump is 
the only one who could beat Cuomo.

Astorino began a statewide campaign 
tour last week.

Westchester County Executive and NY Governor candidate Rob Astorino.
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By David Propper 
The only contested race in Putnam 

County comes from the Village of Cold 
Spring where four candidates are running 
for two trustee seats. Cathryn Fadde and 
Michael Bowman are running as a pair, 
while sole incumbent Matt Francisco has 
partnered up with Donald MacDonald. 
Current trustee Charles E. Huestis III 
decided not to run again. Election Day for 
the village is March 18.

Donald MacDonald
When asked why 

he’s running for 
village trustee, Donald 
MacDonald has two 
reasons. The first is he 
believes he can help 
find solutions to issues 
that have multiple 
sides and arguments 
to it. The second 
reason is the zoning 
code is outdated and 
MacDonald wants 
to bring it up to 
current date. For the 
long time Cold Spring resident and local 
architect, MacDonald knows he’s capable 
of contributing to the village on both 
fronts. When talking about the current 
zoning code, MacDonald, who has been 
on the Zoning Board of Appeals for 13 

years, believes it was put together for a 
more suburban neighborhood, rather 
than a small community. “We need to 
make it fit more of the village,” he said. 
“And not for the form of a suburb outside 
of Los Angeles.” MacDonald believes the 
village board has done “great” over the 
past year, acting as a unified body and 
picking up the ball on multiple issues. 
Concerning Butterfield, MacDonald said 
he’s supportive of the project. MacDonald 
has no issue with the uses planned for the 

proposed project. 
He also has no 
problem with the 
county opening 
a senior center at 
the location, the 
post office opening 
a location there, 
and the village 
and Philipstown 
putting a 
communal 
court system 
in. Other issues 
facing the village, 
MacDonald said 

includes dam upgrades, an improved 
firehouse, and taking a look at the 
wastewater treatment plant. “All of these 
are in the millions of dollars and so we have 
to prioritize them because we can’t pay for 
all of them all at once.” He added the village 

would have to find additional sources of 
revenue to help pay for it all. One example 
is putting parking meters on Main Street. 
“Finding a sweet spot, a balance between 
the needs of the village and the needs of 
our individual residents,” 
he said. “It all comes 
down to a balance and I 
think I’ve been working 
hard at that balancing act 
for 13 years and I have a 
public record that people 
can look at.”

Matt Francisco 
As the only incumbent 

running this election, 
Matt Francisco has 
learned much in his two 
years as a village trustee. 
“When you walk a mile 
somebody’s shoes you realize what it takes 
to get stuff done in local government,” he 
said. He said it’s inaccurate for outsiders to 
state it takes too long to get certain work 
done in the village, and he was even guilty 
of that before he assumed office. “Things 
take longer that you expect,” he noted. 
Going forward, Francisco wants to take on 
more of a leadership position, rather than 
deferring to a certain name or title. The 11-
year resident said he’s running again because 
there’s still more work to be done in order 
to put Cold Spring on a solid foundation. 

He believes the board over the past year 
has worked transparently and encouraged 
citizen participation. Two long-term 
projects Francisco wants to be involved 
in include the Butterfield project and also 

updating the 
zoning code 
so it matches 
the village’s 
comprehensive 
plan. Delving 
more into 
Butterfield, 
Francisco 
stated since the 
developer has 
put in a formal 
application five 
months ago, 
the process has 
gone smoothly. 

Francisco said he is focused on finding 
alternative revenue sources to lessen the 
tax burden on homeowners in the village. 
One way to boost funds is putting parking 
meters on Main Street, Francisco said. Also, 
if the village restructures its lease with the 
boat club that is another way more revenue 
could come into the village. Francisco, 
who has more than 20 years in financial 
management, said it’s wise to have a good 
mix on the board, which he brings with his 
expertise from his job. Overall, Francisco 

Cold Spring Trustee election Preview 
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believes he deserves another nod from 
voters because he’s done an adequate job 
on following through on what he said he 
would. He’s helped streamline costs and 
made the village board more open to the 
public. “There’s a lot of open and honest 
communication,” he said. “With the work 
actually getting done and people sharing 
the load. I think the board functions very 
well.”

Michael Bowman 
Long time Cold Spring 

resident Michael Bowman 
ran for village trustee 
last year but lost by just 
nine votes. Nevertheless, 
Bowman still has plenty 
of fight left in him a year 
later as he again attempts 
to earn a seat on the village 
board. His decision to run 
stems from his desire to 
crush the divisiveness 
he believes is occurring 
in the village as a result 
of controversial issues. 
“I see a lot of people that 
aren’t getting along,” he said. “I’m willing 
to listen and talk to anybody so I’m hoping 
to maybe bridge that gap and bring things 
back to civility.” Bowman believes the 
current board is lacking transparency. He 
states that this year alone, the village board 

has had a “record number” of executive 
sessions that concerns village taxpayers. In 
order to improve communication between 
the village government and its residents, he 
aims to post detail agendas days in advance 
as well as minutes in a timely manner. 
With regards to Butterfield, a major project 
currently proposed in the village, Bowman 
believes the community is lucky to have a 
developer that is open to feedback. Other 

issues Bowman 
would focus 
on include the 
water treatment 
plan, sewage 
treatment plan, 
emergency 
response 
plan on the 
waterfront, and 
revitalization 
of the Cold 
Spring firehouse 
building. 
“There’s a logjam 
of projects 
that need to be 
planned for and 

if we don’t pay attention to them and really 
start to plan for them, there’s going to be a 
wake up call for the village because there’s 
going to be a large, large tax increase for 
them.” Bowman, is a Haldane graduate 
and volunteer for the fire department. He 

asserts, “It comes down to approachability, 
willingness to communicate with 
everybody. I’ll sit and discuss any issue 
with anybody.”

Cathryn Fadde
Cathryn Fadde 

wants to see things 
move along in a timely 
fashion but doesn’t see 
that happening with 
the current village 
board. She thinks the 
village board lacks 
suitable transparency 
and efficiency. “They 
seem not to be working 
together even as they sit 
up there,” Fadde said. 
“They don’t all have to 
agree but I don’t see a 
sort of synergy.” With regard to the major 
village topic of Butterfield, Fadde believes 
it’s a good project and one of which the 
entire community should be proud. She 
did note the “process has taken more time 
than it should’ve.” She said it’s premature 
for residents to get upset about the overall 
mass of the building because that will 
change as the site plan evolves. Other 
issues Fadde wants to tackle is to work with 
the Cold Spring Boat Club, which she calls 
a “tremendous asset to the village.” Fadde’s 
goal if elected is to put a plan together that 

works for the boat club and village. Fadde 
also wants to focus on improving Main 
Street with better sidewalks, better holiday 

lighting, and curb 
cuts for handicap 
accessibility. 
Fadde owns 
Cathryn’s Tucson 
Grill, which 
happens to be 
next to village hall. 
The 19-year Cold 
Spring resident 
is involved in 
numerous civic 
activities. She has 
been the president 
and treasurer of 
the Cold Spring 
Chamber of 
Commerce, a 

member on the advisory board for Hudson 
Valley Restaurant Week, and a member 
on the special board for the village 
comprehensive plan. Now she wants to 
step up her efforts in the community by 
becoming a trustee. Fadde is willing to earn 
the trust of residents if elected. She wants 
residents to know she would work hard 
to promote their interests. “I think I’ve set 
an example by our tone and listening to 
people,” she said. “I think people respond 
to being listened to.”
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By David Propper
Mark Buzzetto knew it was time to take a 

leap of faith.
When Buzzetto was in his mid-20s, 

he was working for a flower shop down 
in Mount Kisco. Employed by a friend 
who owned the flower shop in the village, 
Buzzetto was young, but as time went on he 
learned all about the florist business. 

He became so adept at the skills a florist 
needs that when the owner would go 
away on vacation, Buzzetto ran the shop 
smoothly and started to wonder if he 
was capable of owning his own place. All 
this occurred before he turned 30. After 
searching around the Hudson Valley for a 
suitable shop to own, Buzzetto eventually 
found The Brewster Flower Garden. 

For the past 25 years, going on 26, he’s run 
the Main St. business, becoming a fixture 
in the village and a top-notch resource 
for all the holidays that include flower 
arrangements. 

“Each town should have one good flower 
shop to exist,” he said “I’m the one good 
(flower shop), I stuck it out.” 

Buzzetto’s journey to owning a flower 
shop started well before his first florist job at 
Four Season Flower Shop in Mount Kisco. 
Growing up, Buzzetto helped his stepfather 
with his landscaping business. While not the 

same thing exactly, when he was 13-years-
old, it got him into the architectural design 
of where plants should go and how they 
would make a space look nice.

Then for almost eight years, he worked 
for Four Seasons and excelled. The owner 
always complimented him and trusted him 
to get the necessary work done. Buzzetto 
points to him as a mentor and will still call 

him to this day if he needs advice on a certain 
flower arrangement or in preparation for a 
party. 

Buzzetto has the skills and the technique, 
but he also has a never-stop work ethic, 
especially on the busiest flower days of the 
year. 

The first, of course, is Valentines Day. 
After that is Mother’s Day. On the days 

leading up to the two holidays, Buzzetto will 
stay as late as 3 in the morning and get back 
to work about three hours later at 6 a.m.

For the entire month of December, 
Buzzetto is busy delivering arrangements 
for Christmas parties or poinsettias to 
countless offices. 

The business is mostly delivery, with 
80 percent of the flowers ordered set to be 
dropped off. Every time Buzzetto drops off 
an arrangement, he enjoys seeing a smile on 
the face of the person that is receiving the 
arrangement. 

Buzzetto has been doing all this for 
almost 26 years, even though he thought 
he’d only be around for about 10 years or so. 
His original plan was to sell the place after a 
decade and get into the restaurant business 
with his brother.

That never happened though, and 
Buzzetto doesn’t mind that change in plans 
one bit. He already has a job he loves and 
one that can provide for his family. 

“That’s one good thing. I hope everyone 
can do that and say ‘I get to go to work, it’s 
great to go,’” he said. “It doesn’t bother me. I 
enjoy it. I wish more people had that in their 
lives.

The Brewster Flower Garden is located 
on 14 Main Street in Brewster. Their phone 
number is 845-279-5471. 

Mark Buzzetto stands in the flower shop he has owned for the past 25 years, becoming the go-to florist 
for Brewster.

Brewster Flower Garden 
Brewster

Business 
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Across
1 Putnam wet
5 Putnam dry
11 Mellowed
12 Cooling-off period
13 Google founder
14 Right-winger
15 “Mother __ I?”
17 Easily manipulated
21 ___-time loser
24 Salary increase
25 Assoc. of nations
27 Kimono belt
28 State emphatically
30 This girl
31 Gr. public squares
36 Amongst
40 Caviar source
41 Off the wall
42 Posh British term of address
43 Oxen’s burden

Down
1 Drink from a dish
2 Ottoman officer
3 Barrel
4 Increases in tissue fluids
5 33 and 45 material
6 No amateur
7 Singer, Sayer
8 Sealing wax ingredient
9 Overdone pride
10 Tokyo token
16 Out, in a way

17 ___ bono
18 Rat’s place
19 3 in Roman letters
20 Per person
21 Earl Grey, e.g.
22 Children’s card game
23 Richard Bach novel
26 Lowdown
29 Themed composition
31 Blood classification system
32 Hair jelly
33 Antique
34 Pre-barbecuing spice application
35 Years ___
37 Chinese leader
38 Pigmented fluid
39 One way to change color

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 18

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
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LealaÊisÊlookingÊforÊaÊ
warmÊandÊlovingÊhome!ÊÊ
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WHITE PLAINSThe

On Feb. 27, a basketball game between 
Mahopac and Mount Vernon turned ugly, 
with most of the shame coming from the 
stands. There were fights, racial taunts on 
Twitter, and an ugliness that shouldn’t be on 
display at a high school sporting event. 

The incidents have proven to be 
embarrassing for the Mahopac community 
and one that paints an awful light on the 
district. Unfortunately, even after the 
suspension of eight Mahopac students and a 
full investigation into the matter, the public 
shaming isn’t going away. It’s being blown 
out of proportion and the objectionable 
behavior was in no way representative of the 
entire school community. 

Let’s get one thing out of the way: 
Mahopac has to shoulder much of the 
blame and shame from the events last 
week. Anyone who cries that students only 
went to social media with racist comments 
because Mount Vernon fans provoked them 
doesn’t have a full grasp of responsibility or 
accountability. Provoked or not, teenagers 
shouldn’t be going to Twitter to spew racial 
hatred. 

But for this to continue to carry on, to 
make this more of a media circus than an 
opportunity to learn, heal and eventually 
move on is unfortunate. It’s true, the Mount 
Vernon community, a predominately black 
community, has every reason to be angry 

and feel hurt. But while Mount Vernon 
Superintendent Judith Johnson might claim 
this is a teachable moment, her rhetoric and 
actions are completely contrary to what her 
apparent goal is. 

During a press conference Friday, Johnson 
said, “There is a history of intolerance and 
bigotry in this country that continues to 
plague us. We have not fully yet learned the 
lessons of the Civil War or the Civil Right 
Movement.” By equating the events of a 
basketball game with some racial taunts to 
a war that claimed the lives of more than 
600,000 men shows a serious disconnect. 
Extreme statements like that don’t help 
anyone and don’t teach anything. Johnson 
is demanding the Mahopac boys basketball 
team get suspended for all of next season, 
even though she has minimal to zero 
concrete evidence Mahopac players directed 
racial taunts at Mount Vernon players (her 
sole evidence is Mount Vernon players’ 
testimony and one unnamed Mahopac 
parent’s testimony). 

Citing the fact that not a single player on 
the Mahopac team has yet to be suspended 
for possible racist taunts, Johnson claimed 
Mahopac administrators aren’t taking the 
accusations seriously.

On the contrary, Mahopac did a full-
scale investigation and interviewed more 
than 30 people involved in the game to see 

if Mahopac players spat out racial epithets, 
but couldn’t find solid evidence. It might 
have happened or maybe it didn’t, but for an 
entire team to be punished on anything but 
reliable and clear proof is just wrong. Even 
Johnson herself said she didn’t know how 
many Mahopac players might have used 
racial slurs, but is already looking to kick out 
the entire team for next year. Finally, there 
is a plan for administrators, school board 
members and student governments from 
both schools to meet. Johnson said those 
meetings could help mend wounds, but 
she also made clear citations levied against 
Mahopac would really teach everyone a 
lesson. 

“Kids need to know, you break the 
law, there’s a consequence,” Johnson said. 
She added, “These are all children to be 
educated.” But the honest truth is, Johnson 
doesn’t care about the education part, if there 
isn’t punishment involved. That’s not helping 
a student learn, that’s vindictiveness. For her 
to claim otherwise shows her own behavior 
shouldn’t be applauded or emulated. 

In the coming months, the Mahopac 
school district will be on a tight leash. That’s 
understandable and justifiable. But for one 
incident and a handful of students who 
either don’t know better or don’t care to 
tarnish a school system’s entire reputation is 
unfair and unjust.

My name is Jerry Carroll.  I reside in 
Mahopac, NY.  I am writing you this letter 
in response to the Mahopac-Mount Vernon 
basketball game.  I am a 20+ year resident 
of the Mahopac Community.  I would like 
to state that I am truly embarrassed and 
upset with the remarks and gestures made 
by some uneducated Mahopac fans on 
social media.

Racism and hatred of any kind is not 
acceptable or should be tolerated in our 
society.  These few individuals should 
be held accountable for their actions.  I 

would also like to state that our Town is 
made up by many different ethnic, cultural 
back rounds.  It is a loving and giving 
community.  This thoughtless incident 
should not tarnish the good in our 
community.

I would like to tell you my side of the 
coin.  My wife and I were at the County 
Center that Thursday night.  We were up 
in the balcony section of the arena during 
the game.  We saw the Mount Vernon fans 
taunting our fan base with inappropriate 
language and hand gestures.  Also a friend 
of mind was physically attacked in the next 
section next to us.  His son got involved to 
protect his father.  This incident was not 
truly portrayed by the media.  This was 
a matter of self protecting themselves. “ I 
would also like to state that my wife and 
I were told by Mount Vernon fans to take  
your white f-ing cracker rearends back to 
the farm. “” We were also told we were 
white pieces of shit.” Also what about the 
Mahopac cheerleader getting assaulted by 
Mount Vernon fan.  

I was told a long time ago by my mother 
there is always 3 sides to every story.  In 
this case there is Mount Vernon, Mahopac 
and the one the man upstairs truly knows.
As far as the  Community’s Representatives 
getting involved, Mahopac took an 
iniative right away to get to the bottom of 

these racial slurs and accusations which 
occurred after the game.  But it seems to 
me the Mount Vernon community is still 
in denial about their fan base involvement!

Lastly, I would like to apologize to Coach 
Downes and his family from my family 
and the Mahopac residents who believe in 
what’s right.  These remarks by these few 
individuals should not be taken to heart.  
We care about you and your family and 
would like to thank you for your countless 
hours of coaching, mentoring and teaching 
our boys.  You have taught them more 
than just the game of basketball.  You 
have instilled your wisdom and ideas. 
They will take this with them on their 
journey of life.  You are more than just a 
coach.  These young men look up to you no 
matter how hard you go on them.  There 
is the utmost RESPECT for you.  I thank 
you, our community thanks you and our 
boys thank you for building Mahopac to a 
strong basketball program which is today. 
Without you and your coaching staff this 
would not be possible

Hopefully, this letter brings a little light 
to the other side of the story.

Respectfully and Disheartened,
Jerry Carroll

Mahopac 

Mahopac Resident Defends Community After Racial Controversy

Time to Start the Healing in Both Schools After Ugly Incident
Editorial

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best 
to print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are  
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on the 
discretion of the editor. Please 
refrain from personal attacks. Email 
letters to Editor David Propper at  
dpropper@theexaminernews.com.  
The Putnam Examiner requires all 
letter writers provide their name, 
address and contact information.

Letters Policy

Letter To The Editor
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What does dignity feel like? This 
question was posed to Learning Center 
students at PNW BOCES’ Walden School 
during a recent assembly to promote the 
Dignity for All Students Act (the Dignity 
Act).  In response, students mentioned 
words like “kindness,” “respect” and 
“treating others the way you’d want to be 
treated.” 

The Dignity Act became law in 
New York state last year, and it aims to 
ensure that all students in elementary 
and secondary schools are provided a 
safe and secure environment, free from 
discrimination, intimidation, taunting, 
harassment, and bullying on school 
property, a school bus or at a school 
function.

The assembly was 
presented by School 
Social Worker Joann 
Fenton and Teacher 
Aide Debra Canzio. 
Canzio used a fluffy 
puppet, “Dignity Dog,” 
to help the students 
open up and share 
their thoughts on the 
concept of dignity. 
After a number of 
students voiced their 
thoughts on the 
subject, Canzio and 
Fenton introduced a 
short film that featured 
animated beads on a 
string to illustrate how 
we are all different, yet 
we are all united, or 
tied, together.

The assembly served 
to educate teachers, 
as well as students, 

about the Dignity 
Act, including the 
requirement that 
schools record and 
respond to incidents 
of discrimination or 
harassment. Fenton 
showed examples of 
“student action forms” 
on which students can 
report situations where 
they felt bullied or 
discriminated against. 

Of the event, 
which appeared to be 
well received by the 
students in attendance, 
Walden principal Mike 
Sowul said, “We are 
trying many different 
strategies to teach and 
support the notion of 
dignity and respect.”

By Janine Bowen
State Sen. Greg Ball has partnered with 

Operation Prom to offer designer dresses 
to financially strapped students for only $1. 

“Our mission is to help out any student 
who actually needs our help but with this 
event, we really wanted to pull in the full 
community and introduce Operation Prom 
to Putnam County…and have the Senator 
help out,” said Operation Prom board 
member, Lauren Pistone, at a planning 
meeting for the event on Friday night. 

The event, which will be held in Putnam 
Country for the first time ever, will take 
place on April 6 at Villa Barone in Mahopac. 
It will not only feature dresses of all sizes and 
styles, but will have several vendors present 
offering jewelry, accessories, flowers, and 
hair services at discount prices. 

“We’ve got a whole array of things that 
people will need on prom night,” said Mary 
Anne Gallipani, of Senator Ball’s office. 

Currently, Operation Prom is looking 
for additional vendors to contribute to the 
event, but stressed that they are at their 
maximum capacity for dress donations, with 
more than 3,000 in stock. They are asking 
that anybody who wants to contribute, do 
so with monetary donations, which will 
help to fund a prom for a school in need. 

During the event, girls will have the 
opportunity to browse through dresses as 
well as try them on before purchasing the 

one they want. Several local beauty pageant 
winners will be present to help girls through 
the process and create their prom night 
look. 

Operation Prom is also not exclusive to 
girls. The organization has partnered with 
Men’s Warehouse to offer a limited number 
of free tuxedo rentals and is currently 
looking for local shops to donate tuxedo 
rentals as well. Men who are interested in 
the tuxedo rentals can apply for the coupon 
online, and do not need to attend the April 
6 event in person. 

At the planning meeting, Senator Ball 
explained that part of the reason he has 
partnered with Operation Prom was to give 
equal opportunity to students who come 
from families that are financially struggling 
in Westchester and Putnam, which are 
generally viewed as wealthy areas. 

“A lot of people think that we live in a 
very wealthy area but there are real pockets 
of need and this is an opportunity to make 
sure that everybody has an awesome 
experience,” said Ball. 

“The prom experience is extremely 
expensive and to the typical blue collar 
family or middle class family, folks who are 
struggling, this not-for-profit provides an 
opportunity to have that prom experience 
without breaking the bank and the financial 
cost of the prom is a real barrier for a lot 
of kids and this eliminates that barrier,” he 

continued. 
Putnam County Sheriff, Don Smith, 

also attended the planning meeting and 
expressed that Operation Prom reduces the 
stress and peer pressure that many students 
feel about attending prom, especially when 
they cannot afford it. 

“I think this is a wonderful idea. Prom 
has always been a big event in everyone’s 
life…I think the idea of making these gowns 
available at a very reasonable price, so that 
everyone can enjoy the prom is a wonderful 
thing,” said Smith. 

The County Sheriff ’s office will also 
be partnering with Operation Prom and 
Senator Ball’s office in order to promote 
safety during prom night. 

Girls who are interested in attending the 
Operation Prom dress sale must preregister 
online at operationprom.org. Pistone stated 
that the organization asks that only students 
who are in their senior year of high school 
attend, and said that they like students to 
show proof that they are in good academic 
standing. 

Walden Students Learn About NYS Dignity Act

Operation Prom Looks to Help Students Afford Big Night 

Teacher aide Debra Canzio wore a costume and used a puppet to help Walden 
students feel comfortable about sharing their feelings on the topic of dignity.

School Social Worker Joann Fenton helps students understand the definition 
of dignity.

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
State Sen. Greg Ball, Sheriff Don Smith, representatives from Operation Prom and local beauty pageant 
winners are all pitching in to help make prom affordable for every high school student.
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Northern Westchester & Putnam 38th Annual 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade 2014

The Hudson Valley’s premiere 
school of Irish dance!  

On-going registration with    
convenient locations in

Upper Westchester/Putnam and   
Fishkill, Dutchess County.  

Specializing in solo, team and 
world champion classes. Check 
out our fun introductory classes 

for toddlers and beginners.    

Now Announcing:  
Summer 2014 Day Camps! 

Choose from week-long sessions 
starting June 23rd for 7 weeks 

from 9 am—2 pm.  
Great introduction for beginners 

& lots of dance, fitness and 
friendship for all ages!

Also specialized intensive     
workshops for solos and teams.  

Kelly-Oster School of Irish Dance 
54 Miller Road, Mahopac, NY 
email: kellyosterids@aol.com 

www.kellyoster.com 
845-598-3094@KellyOsterIDS                                                                                                            Kelly Oster School 

2013 World  
Irish Dancing  
Championship  
Dance Drama  

3rd Place 
 

2012 & 13  
1st Place  

North America 
Mid-Atlantic 
Region Dance 

Drama  
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Northern Westchester & Putnam 38th Annual 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade 2014

For information on these programs call 914-528-5600 • 1949 E Main St, Mohegan Lk, NY 
Nancy Brophy, Owner

Both Programs are registering now for September 2014

Tom Thumb Knows the “Power of Play”

H H H H H H H

H H H H H H H H 

Preschool, Recreational 
and Team classes available.

Helping to build Healthy Bodies 
and Strong Minds

Directors: Teodora Cepoi-Olympic Silver Medalist
Sorin Cepoi-Twice Olympic Competitor

Tom Brophy - Club Manager/Coach

Summer Camp
Helping to build Healthy Bodies and Strong Minds.

Directors: Teodora Cepoi-Olympic Silver Medalist
Sorin Cepoi-Twice Olympic Competitor

Tom Brophy-Club Manager
914-528-5437

NYS Certified Cirruculum

We Are A School!

1/2 Day or Full Day 
Programs

Operating Hours 
7am to 6pm

www.tomthumbpreschool.com

914-528-5600

The Tom Thumb Campus • 1949 E. Main St.
Mohegan Lake NY • Nancy Brophy Owner/Director

For Ages 3.5 to 
9 years old
Hours: 9-3

Choose your own days
Before/After care 

Available

Summer 
Camp

914-528-5600

SUMMER CLASSES
Preschool, Recreational and Team 

Classes Available

For Ages 3-5 to 9 years old
Hours: 9 to 3

Choose your own days.

FEEHAN 
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

P.O. BOX 870, CARMEL, 
NY 10512

(845) 278-7070
Fax (845) 278-2886

Matthew, Terence & Christopher Feehan

Your Source For 
Home Insurance

Route 6 & Westbrook Drive 
(Next to Kohl’s)
Cortlandt Manor,  New York 
*No Additional discounts, coupons or credits. 
   Balloons & Merckens not included.

ALL SALES 
FINAL

LAST FEW WEEKS!

EASTER
GRADUATION

50% 
50% 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY 50% 
OFF OFF

OFF BRIDAL 50% 
OFF

TABLES, DESKS, CABINETS, SCALES, LADDERS
EVERYTHING MUST GO!
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E 
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The Home Guru has been 
away for a couple of weeks. 

The announced reason was 
that I was enjoying some well-
deserved vacation after five 
years of never missing a single 
deadline, but really, I just 
needed to stop.

I just needed to pull the 
emergency cord on practically 
everything that goes with 
holding house and home 
– and head and heart – 
together because I had a real 
emergency. 

It all started when I got 
involved with a community 
issue that was highly charged 
and polarizing. I took a position and 
utilized this column, in retrospect not 
the best venue, to engage readers and to 
express my views on the matter, using 
a metaphor unthinkingly that caused 
quite a ruckus. Some community 
members on the other side of the 
issue, some of them friends, became 
upset with me, some saying so quite 
pointedly in the press. 

While I stand firm in my beliefs 
about the issue, to anyone I may have 
offended in expressing them, I say 
here that if I were to write that column 
again, I would choose my words more 
carefully, respecting the beliefs of 

others at the same time. 
I am the kind of guy 

who likes to be liked by 
everybody and this bout of 
being criticized harshly and 
publicly took its toll. Added to 
an already hectic lifestyle of a 
two-track career, for the first 
time ever, I felt a compelling 
need to put on the brakes and 
just STOP. 

I stopped making my 
bed, remembering how I 
once wrote an article based 
on some ridiculous study 
claiming that making your 
bed in the morning augured 
a better day, all day, much 

like eating an apple to keep the doctor 
away.

I stopped my obsessive dieting, my 
lifelong curse, and stopped getting 
on that damned scale at least twice a 
day. After the first week, I was feeling 
paunchy but calmer and sleeping 
better. 

I stopped shaving, exposing what I’d 
look like if I let my real hair color show 
and terrifying my wife that I’d soon let 
myself become Willie Nelson.

I stopped hanging my clothes by 
color code in the closet, after having 
written about the system my wife had 
developed for me. In fact, I stopped 

hanging my clothes at all and for good 
measure, just let them drop to the floor 
in my dressing room.

I stopped putting the toilet seat down, 
reminding myself of that article I wrote 
about toilet history and etiquette that 
pulled more response than any other I 
had ever done.

I stopped setting the alarm on my 
iPhone and didn’t get up every morning 
at my usual 5 a.m.

I stopped cleaning after myself in the 
kitchen.  

I didn’t take the garbage out on 
Thursday.

I didn’t read the newspaper.
I stopped answering the phone just 

because it rang.
I stopped checking emails and texts 

every few seconds. 
I just stopped.
After two weeks of my retreat from 

the rat race of deadlines, pacing and 
racing, I had transformed from The 
Home Guru to The Home Slob. The riot 
of my summer garden had withered on 
winter vines and my mind had grown 
totally still. 

One recent morning, oddly the 
morning of the public hearing on the 
controversial issue, I awoke at 5 a.m. 
with just one thought in my head that 
hadn’t popped there since a time in 
my younger years when I worked a 

spiritual program: “Be still and know 
I am God.”

I didn’t invite it in. It was just there. 
I had cleared away the wreckage of the 
pile-up that too busy a life had created. 
I had wiped the slate clean by doing 
nothing. I was restored.

I made my bed, showered, shaved, 
had breakfast with my wife, really 
listened to what she was saying, opened 
the weekly paper, missed seeing my 
familiar column and got ready to go 
back to work.

During this period away, I learned 
that nobody has to live up to their own 
expectations of being the perfect Home 
Guru either at home or away from it.

Every once in a while, I guess you 
just have to stop to get started again.

The Home Guru is back.  
Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 

with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public 
relations agency in Westchester (www.
PrimaveraPR.com,) specializing in 
lifestyles, real estate and development. 
Primavera’s real estate site is www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his blog 
is www.TheHomeGuru.com. To engage 
the services of The Home Guru and his 
team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

What To Do When Things Get Tough on the Home Front: Nothing
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By Joyce Mitchell
April is income tax month and, 

whether divorced or awaiting one, 
it would be prudent to review your 
financial arrangements before filing 
income tax returns.  Tax season is a 
strain even on solid marriages when 
both spouses face the cold facts of how 
much they spent last year.  When in the 
process of a separation or divorce, there 
are additional challenges to filing and 
unique concerns for same sex couples, 
even though New York law recognizes 
the union. 

After the complex issues of parenting 
are addressed, a major segment of 
divorce planning consists of arranging 
child support, an equitable division of 
marital property, and other financial 
issues.  Some frequently missed factors 
are: the required length of residence 
to protect capital gains on the home 
when selling; the difference between 
child support and spousal maintenance 
under tax law; who gets the tax 
exemptions for children; qualification 
for the child care tax credit; education 
credit; whether to file as a single or 
head of household; choosing the date to 
divorce for best tax advantage; the value 
of Social Security accounts; changes in 
healthcare coverage; the risk of filing 
a joint return when the marriage has 

failed.  
For couples under 65 to benefit from 

capital gains provisions, the home must 
be their principle residence for two of 
the last five years. This requirement 
can be met by just one of them if they 
have a legal separation or divorce.  
Losing the advantage of capital gains 
would significantly reduce the amount 
of equity to divide and is particularly 
relevant to a vacation property that has 
been owned for many years. 

New York maintains specific 
standards for child support, particularly 
for couples with a combined income 
of less than $130,000.  It is not an IRS 
deductible item; nor is it reportable 
income to the recipient spouse.  
However, some of the items that 
are included in child support may 
be treated as spousal maintenance 
(formerly alimony.)  

While there are a number of factors 
to reporting spousal maintenance, in 
general it is deductible to the paying 
spouse and reportable income to the 
recipient spouse.  When both parties 
cooperate, they can gain financially.  If 
one spouse is receiving maintenance, s/
he may include the amount received in 
the calculation for an IRA contribution.   

Who gets the tax exemptions for the 
children is negotiable and can accrue 

financial benefit to both parties.  The 
child care credit can only be claimed by 
the parent with whom the child(ren) 
resides.  When parenting is shared 
equally that credit can be alternated 
annually.  

The date to file for divorce may be 
driven by financial considerations.  
If divorced or legally separated by 
December 31, you can file as a single 
taxpayer or as head of household.  
In some cases it may be financially 
beneficial to wait until January, so that 
you can file jointly in the year before.  
The risk is that both spouses are jointly 
responsible for liabilities arising from 
that tax return.

If you have already divorced, 
conditions may have changed since.  
You both may have had similar income 
then, and now one may be earning 
significantly more than the other and 
would welcome an opportunity for 
increased legal deductions.  A conference 
with a tax planner trained in divorce 
matters could yield beneficial results for 
both parties.  Perhaps previously one 
spouse was a homemaker and the other 
the only worker outside of the home, 
but now they are both earning income.  
Updating their financial arrangement 
could benefit them.

If a couple has a civil relationship 

they can make changes to their 
financial arrangement by cooperative 
planning. The professionals best 
trained in providing these services are 
divorce mediators and divorce financial 
planners who are fee based.  In the 
case of couples who communicate only 
through their attorneys, a consultation 
at this time of year is recommended 
with separate tax advisors.    

Mediation is usually less costly in time 
and money and provides the clients with 
a non-adversarial experience in which 
there are no losers, but it is not suitable 
for all.  It requires that both spouses 
make the decisions for their mutual 
benefit, armed with the necessary facts 
that the professional supplies.  This 
relief of conflict between the parties 
leads to improved understanding, 
which, in turn, benefits the children.

Whatever professional you choose to 
consult, the time is now.

The writer is a resident of Kent, a 
Chartered Financial Consultant (ChFC) 
and the Director of DFFM Divorce, 
Family and Financial Mediation.  She 
is trained and experienced in divorce 
and family mediation.  Her office is 
in Brewster and she can be reached by 
e-mail at joyce.mediator1@gmail.com or 
through her website www.DFFM,vpweb.
com

Divorce and Taxes: Insight from a Chartered Financial Consultant 

Wine is, 
in its most 
elemental form, 
an agricultural 
product. To make 
a decent wine you 
must be a decent 
farmer. This 
axiom has been 
generally true since 
the beginning of 

winemaking, nearly 6,000 years ago. Of 
course, as with many products, there are 
exceptions, which is the focus of this week’s 
column.

In the last 30 years or so, the winemaking 
industry has been turned upside down, 
through modern technology and modern 
entrepreneurs. These influences have 
infiltrated every level of wine production, 
oftentimes for the betterment of the end 
product being offered to consumers. 

Many wine consumers believe that the 
process for making wine is similar for 
all wines. The supposition is that grapes 
are gently handpicked at the epitome of 
ripeness, carefully sorted for rotten grapes, 
leaves and insects, and then lovingly 
crushed, fermented, aged and bottled, 
all under the watchful eye of a master 
winemaker. Although this process does 
occur in many wineries, it as a far cry 
from the vast quantity of wines sold in the 

United States. For the most 
part, wine-making is big 
business. Over 80 percent 
of wines produced and sold 
in the United States come 
from about 20 percent of 
the number of producers. 

This is the current state of 
winemaking in the United 
States. There are several business models 
being practiced, some subtly different from 
each other, others radically different from 
centuries-old winemaking. 

1. Full-spectrum wineries: This is the 
traditional model that still flourishes around 
the world – but in diminishing numbers. 
Entrepreneurs invest in farmland, then 
plant and tend grapevines and harvest the 
crop each year. They also invest capital in an 
all-encompassing winery operation, replete 
with pressing equipment, fermenting 

containers, storage and aging barrels 
or tanks and a bottling line. This 
operation typically requires a 

significant capital investment. 
But what if you 

have the passion 
but not the cash? 
There are several 

means by which 
to pursue your 

ambition.
2. Buy the 

grapes but control the wine 
production: There are many 
farmers who find immense 
satisfaction in purchasing 
high quality farmland 
and planting and growing 
their own grapevines. And 
there are no shortages of 
entrepreneurs who would 

rather stain their hands with grape juice 
rather than sully them with vineyard soil. 
By outsourcing grape production, these 
winemakers are able to focus on producing 
the final product rather than the raw 
material. And the capital commitment, 
along with the annual operating costs, is far 
less than for a full spectrum winemaker.      

3. The alchemists: These are the 
entrepreneurs who are interested in 
producing their own individual expression 
of a wine, without the burdensome cost 
and time commitment of growing grapes 
or producing fermented grape juice. They 
will outsource grape production and then 
contract with a cooperative wine-processing 
facility to crush and ferment their purchased 
grapes. No sullied or stained hands; a 
minimal capital investment. Their primary 
investment is in barrels and warehouse 
space. They blend purchased grape juice in 
their own barrels and then store and age the 
wine as they deem appropriate to achieve a 
desired end product. An outsourced mobile 

bottling and labeling line completes the 
cycle.

4. The hobbyists -- or the cash-strapped: 
These entrepreneurs have created what I’ve 
dubbed the virtual winery. Every phase of 
the winemaking process is outsourced, 
typically to a vertically integrated processing 
plant. A virtual winery “owner” contracts 
with these firms to purchase certain grapes, 
process them and place the virtual winery’s 
label on the bottle. No capital costs, a 
negotiated annual operating cost, clean 
hands and the ultimate gratification: your 
own wine to market. It is estimated there 
are over 1,500 virtual wineries in the United 
States alone.

The idyllic image many of us have as we 
sip a glass of wine is a small winery with 
rows of owned vineyards surrounding a 
red-barn winery building, guarded by a 
frolicking dog and ebullient owner. The 
truth in many instances is a carefully created 
marketing campaign of sensual images and 
illusory labels. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 15 years he has conducted 
wine tastings and lectures. He also offers 
personalized wine tastings and wine 
travel services. Nick’s credo: continuous 
experimenting results in instinctive behavior. 
You can reach him at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on Twitter @
sharingwine.

Today’s Winery May Not Fit Your Preconceived Notion
You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
By Nick Antonaccio
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We all feel bored 
sometimes, and 
many experts and 
parents talk about the 
value of boredom.  
It’s true –children 
benefit from having 
to find ways to 
occupy their minds 
during unstructured 
time.  In a world 
filled with constant 
stimulation and 

immediate gratification via smartphones, 
tablets, etc., it is important for children 
to also be self-starting and creative.  That 
said, there are consequences of being bored 
if you don’t have the inner resources to 
manage your boredom.  Research suggests 
that boredom can increase depressive 
symptoms, lead to poorer school and work 
performance, lower job satisfaction, and 
can be associated with higher incidences of 

substance abuse, gambling, overeating, and 
other problematic coping mechanisms. 

Children and adults with ADHD have 
an increased risk of suffering the negative 
consequences of boredom due to difficulty 
sustaining attention and difficulty tolerating 
less interesting activities.  Problematic 
behaviors such as starting a fight or 
becoming the class clown might be a viable 
alternative to the dreadful feelings of 
boredom.  To combat destructive behaviors, 
those with a low threshold for boredom 
need to develop new coping skills.  They 
need to learn to anticipate situations with 
boredom potential and plan accordingly.  If 
you are a parent of a frequently bored child, 
help him develop this skill set and tolerate 
some inevitable boredom.

Ari Tuckman, author and psychologist 
who specializes in ADHD, and Jeff Copper, 
ADHD coach and founder of Attention Talk 
Radio and Video, offer some suggestions 
for learning to live with boredom.

Be prepared.  Boring situations are easy 
to predict.  Bring entertainment along for 
long car rides or lengthy holidays with 
relatives.  Also be prepared to be flexible.  It 
might be better to allow your child to get 
up from the dinner table than to have him 
whining and fighting with you.

Turn it into a game.  Kids love games 
and competition.  Word games like I’m 
going on a picnic or Twenty Questions are 
fun, take up time, and don’t take up any 
space.

Brainstorm your fun list.  Think of 
activities you and your children enjoy and 
add new ones when they come to you.  It 
can be hard to think of things on the spot 
when you’re feeling bored, so have a go-to 
fun list.

Get moving on anything.  Organize 
your sock drawer, clean out your desk, do 
anything that might give you momentum.  
Focus on the rewards of working on 
something and maybe you’ll even enjoy 

it.  Spice up an activity by doing it while on 
the phone with a friend or listening to good 
music. 

Recognize the signs of anxiety and/or 
depression.  Both depression and anxiety 
can get in the way of pursuing meaningful 
and interesting activities, and depression 
can cause you to feel bored because you are 
disconnected from the world around you.   
It’s important to recognize when boredom 
is more than plain old boredom, and to 
seek treatment for you or your child when 
necessary.

Dr. Jaime Black is a licensed psychologist 
practicing in Westchester and New York 
City. Jaime works with high-functioning 
individuals on the autism spectrum, doing 
psychotherapy, conducting evaluations, 
and facilitating socialization groups 
including an improv social skills group 
. Visit www.spectrumservicesnyc.com, 
e-mail JaimeBlackPsyD@gmail.com or call 
(914)712-8208.

Parenting Advice: The Price of Boredom

Harold E. McCabe
Harold E. McCabe, a longtime resident 

of Mahopac Falls, died on Saturday 
March 1, at the age of 86. He was born 
in Manhattan on May 3, 1927, the son of 
Harold and Sophie McCabe. Harold was 
a retired mechanical engineer at Merck 
Co. in Woodbridge, NJ. He was a former 
member of the Gypsy Trail Club in Kent, 
NY and the Mahopac Golf Club. On 
September 10, 1955 he married Patricia 
Baxter at St. John The Evangelist Church 
in Mahopac. In addition to his wife, he is 
survived by his sons, Kevin and his wife, 
Carina of Mamaroneck, NY and Sean of 
Mahopac, his daughter Kathleen Zoeller 
and her husband Ken of Princeton, NJ, 
his granddaughter Ashley and his sister, 
Sr. Doris McCabe of Stamford, CT. He 
was predeceased by his son Michael and 
his brother Stuart.

Elena Marlene Petretti
Elena Marlene Petretti, 32, of 

Mahopac, died on March 1. Ms. Petretti 
was born on April 12, 1981 to Dennis 
and Cynthia (Altschuler) Petretti in 
Flushing. Ms. Petretti was a Student 
on was working on her Masters Degree 
at Sanford Brown. She is survived by 
her parents, Cynthia and Dennis, her 
sister; Michelle Denise Sergent and her 
brother-in-law; Thibaud Sergent.

Alfonso Spagnoli
Alfonso Spagnoli, 83, of Mahopac 

died on March 4. Mr. Spagnoli was born 
on July 11, 1930 to Enrico and Amalia 
(Racassi) Spagnoli in Paris, France, he 

was raised in Bargotto, Parma, Italy 
and he raised his family in the Bronx. 
On January 04, 1953, he married Diane 
Mendogni in New York City. He was a 
loving father to; Jerry Spagnoli, Linda 
Spagnoli Montanaro and son in law 
Robert Montanaro and a wonderful 
grandfather to; Mark Montanaro, Gina 
Marie Montanaro, Dania Lee Gallagher 
and her husband Luke. Alfonso worked 
at the “Palm Restaurant” for forty years. 
He loved to eat, drink and be happy. His 
light hearted spirit was contagious; he 
was truly loved and will be missed by all. 

Alice V. Pozzi
Alice V. Pozzi of Mahopac and 

formerly of the Bronx died peacefully 
on Wednesday March 5, at the age of 
92. She was born in New York City on 
August 4, 1921, the daughter of Pierce 
and Alice McGonnell Carmack. Alice 
was a retired caseworker at the New 
York City Department of Social Services 
Bronx office. In Mahopac, she enjoyed 
attending the Kohler Senior Center. On 
September 6, 1942 she married John 
T. Pozzi at St. Joseph’s Church in the 
Bronx. John died on January 5, 2003. 
She is survived by her children, Alice 
Mahler of Hazelton, PA, Nicholas and 
his wife Barbara of Winston-Salem, NC, 
Bob and his wife Ginger of Mahopac, 
and John Jr. and his wife Lorraine of 
Clinton Corners, NY, 8 grandchildren 
and 15 great grandchildren. She was 
predeceased by her siblings, Edward, 
Theresa and Bill and her granddaughter 
Diane.

Eugene Head
Eugene Head of Mahopac, died on 

Friday, March 7, at the age of 74. Born 
in Jefferson Valley, he was the son of 
John and Cecile Head. He was a proud 
member of the Westchester Heavy 
Construction Laborers Local 60 and 
worked as foreman for many years.  He 
is survived by his wife of 51 years, 
Catherine; his son Eugene A. Head, Jr., 
his daughter Sandra Nicotra and her 
husband Charles, and 3 grandchildren. 
He was predeceased by his siblings 
Grady Mason, Rodney Head, Richard 
Head, and Wilma Hall.

Edna S. Ganong
Edna S. Ganong, a longtime resident 

of Mahopac, passed away on Saturday 
March 8, at the age of 89. She was born 
in Carmel on January 29, 1925, the 
daughter of Edison and Hester Smith 
Stevens. Edna graduated from Mahopac 
High School in 1943 and was a member 
of the Lake Mahopac United Methodist 
Church. On September 16, 1951 she 
married Wallace J. Ganong at the Lake 
Mahopac United Methodist Church. Mr. 
Ganong died on March 4, 2012. She is 
survived by her daughter, Judy Johnston 
and her husband Tom of Wappingers 
Falls, NY, her brother, James L. Stevens 
of Arizona and her grandsons, Timothy 
and Corey. Her brother Donald and her 
sister Emma Jean Smith predeceased 
her.

Maria Greg
Maria Greg died Saturday March 

8 at Waterview Hills Nursing Home. 
She was 102 years old. Maria was born 
in Sopron, Hungary on December 19, 
1911. She was the daughter of Istvan 
Keglovics and Apollonia Krutzler. She 
grew up in Hungary with her sister 
Ploni and her brothers, Pista, Laci and 
Elek. In 1935, she met John Greg (nee 
Gregorencsics). They were married 
on October 15, 1935. They moved to 
New York City9USA0. They had two 
children. They lived in Astoria, Queens, 
New York for 42 years. In 1977 they 
moved to Brewster, NY. Maria worked 
in a safety pin factory when she first 
came to America. She went to night 
school to learn English. She was multi-
lingual speaking German, Croatian, 
Hungarian and English. In the late fifties 
she worked at the law firm Paul, Wiess, 
Rifkind, Wharton and Garrison as a 
file clerk. She studied and received her 
GED in 1967 because her school records 
had been destroyed in Hungary. She 
understood the importance of education 
and fostered this love in her children by 
exposing them to the arts, the theater, 
and museums. Maria was a volunteer 
Girl Scout leader. She also volunteered 
her time raising money for the March 
of Dimes. She was a teacher’s aide at 
PS 122 elementary school. Maria loved 
to garden. She was happiest when she 
was out in the woods working the good 
earth. She had many friends who loved 
her. She is survived by her son John Greg, 
her granddaughter Jennifer Johnson, 
her grandson Scott Twomey and his wife 
Karen and her great grandson Steven 
Johnson. She was predeceased by her 
daughter Marie Twomey in 2012.

Obituaries

By Dr. Jaime 
Fleckner Black
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 031114

adoption
Unplanned pregnancy? Caring 
local licensed adoption agency provides 
financial and emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved families. Habla 
Espanol.  Call Joy  1-914-939-1180 or con-
fidential email: Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
ThroughAdoption.org

adoption- Creative, married couple ready 
to be parents. We'll care about you and 
love your baby unconditionally. Mary & 
Mike 917-837-5696, marymikeadopt@
gmail.com Expenses Paid. Legal. Confi-
dential.

auctions
aUcTIOn cHeMUng cOUnTy 
real prOperTy TaX FOreclO-
SUreS. 150+ Properties, Wednesday, 
March 26 @ 11AM. Holiday Inn, Elmira, 
NY. 800-243-0061 HAR, Inc. & AAR, Inc. 
Free brochure: www.NYSAUCTIONS.
com

Buy or sell at aarauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 

Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

divorcE
dIVOrce $349 - Uncontested divorce 
papers prepared. Includes poor person 
application/waives government fees, if ap-
proved. One signature required. Separa-
tion agreements available. Make Divorce 
Easy - 518-274-0380.

For salE
privacy Hedges- SPRING Blowout Sale 6' 
Arborvitae (cedar) Regular $129 Now $59 
Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE Installa-
tion/FREE delivery 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttrees.com Limited Supply!

HElp WantEd
aIrlIne careerS begin here! Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
Technician training. Financial aid for 
qualified students Housing available. Job 
placement assistance. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

FOreMen to lead utility field crews. 
Outdoor physical work, many positions, 
paid training, $20/ hr. plus weekly per-
formance bonuses after promotion, living 
allowance when traveling, company truck 
and benefits. Must have strong leadership 
skills, good driving history, and be able to 
travel in New York and nearby NE States. 
Email resume to Recruiter4@osmose.com 
or apply online at Www.OsmoseUtilities.
com EOE M/F/D/V

HomE improvEmEnt
HaS yOUr BUIldIng SHIFTed Or 
SeTTled? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not ap-
plicable in Queens county"

land For salE
lender Ordered Sale! 5 acres- 
POND - $29,900 10 acres- STREAM - 
$39,900 Gorgeous So Tier hilltop setting! 
Views, fields, State Land! Lender terms! 
888-905-8847 newyorklandandlakes.com

lITTle FallS ny area- 59.9 acres, 
field, woods, views 1,009 ft on NYS rt5 
$58,000. 17.9 acres fields, woods, views 
$33,000 Owner financing www.helderber-
grealty.com CALL: 518-861-6541

neW yOrK land WanTed. Farms, 
Farmland, Timberland wanted! We have 
local, national and international buyers! 
New York Land Quest Northern Division 
877-236-1117 Southern Division 877-
257-0617 nylandquest.com

miscEllanEous
SaWMIllS from only $4897.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

mortgagEs
ready TO BUy a HOMe? We are 
ready to help. The State of NY Mortgage 
agency offers up to $15,000 down pay-
ment assistance. www.sonyma.org. 1-800-
382-HOME(4663).

out oF statE rEal EstatE
Sebastian, Florida Affordable custom 
factory constructed homes $45,900+, 
Friendly community, No Real Estate or 
State Income Taxes ,minutes to Atlantic 
Ocean. 772-581-0080, www.beach-cove.
com. Limited seasonal rentals

scHools
HIgH ScHOOl dIplOMa FrOM 
HOMe. 6 - 8 weeks. ACCREDITED. 
Get a Diploma. Get A Job! No Computer 
Needed. FREE Brochure. 1-800-264-8330. 
Benjamin Franklin HS
www.diplomafromhome.com

vacation rEntals
Ocean cITy, Maryland. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open dai-
ly. Holiday Real Estate. 1-800-638-2102. 
Online reservations: www.holidayoc.com

WantEd
MOST caSH paId FOr paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, 
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. pleaSe call aarOn aT
914-654-1683

caSH for coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

WanTed: Pre-1975 Politial, military, 
gangster, comic books & sports memo-
rabilia & original art !  Large lots, rare & 
unusual.  Collector/Investor, paying cash. 
Call Mike: (800)273-0312, mikecarbo@
gmail.com

 Reverse Mortgages
 D r a w  a l l  e l i g i b l e  c a s h  o u t  o f   D r a w  a l l  e l i g i b l e  c a s h  o u t  o f  
 y o u r  h o m e  a n d  m a k e  n o   y o u r  h o m e  a n d  m a k e  n o  
 m o r t g a g e  p a y m e n t s  E V E R ! m o r t g a g e  p a y m e n t s  E V E R !

 CALL 1-888-660-3033 TODAY TO  CALL 1-888-660-3033 TODAY TO 
 SEE HOW MUCH YOU QUALIFY FOR SEE HOW MUCH YOU QUALIFY FOR

 and for a FREE 27 page catalog! and for a FREE 27 page catalog!

 Al l  Is land Mortgage
 A Leader in Reverse Mortgages Serving all of Florida & New York!
 496 Route 347, Suite 308 •   Smithtown, NY 11787

 • No change in
    ownership. You retain  
    the title
 • No income or credit
    requirements
 • Must be 62 or older!
 • SAFE, SIMPLE &
    SECURE
 • Allows homeowners
    to live in their home
 • FHA gov’t insured
 • TAX FREE CASHNMLS # 3740

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

OverÊ500ÊVacationÊHomes,Ê
fromÊDuckÊtoÊCorolla,Ê

OceanfrontÊtoÊSoundfront,Ê
PrivateÊPools,ÊHotÊTubs,Ê

PetsÊandÊMoreÉ

rindley
each

V A C A T I O N S Ê & Ê S A L E S

BookÊOnlineÊatÊÊwww.brindleybeach.com
1-877-642-3224

Ò S E R V I C E Ê F I R S TÉ Ê F U N ÊA LWAY S ! Ó

Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!

HH LAND BARGAINS! HH
Rare! Berkshire County homesite, minutes to Jacob's
Pillow, Tanglewood, & Lee Outlets. Perfect for your custom

home!  2.7 AC - now only $29,900
MA/NY Border! Hardwoods, stone walls & nice view.

Driveway in!  26 AC - now only $69,900
Excellent Financing! Call 781-789-8918

To Place a 
Classified Ad 

call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline

 is Thursdays at 5pm for 
the next week’s publication
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Democratic Town Committees. 
Oliverio said he wanted to make sure all 

the Democratic committees were behind 
him, and once that was affirmed, he knew 
it was time to announce. Oliverio said the 
committees told him the county needs 
someone who is bipartisan and will work 
across the political spectrum.

“That’s what I’m running for,” he said in 
an interview. “To give Putnam back to the 
people.”

In a statement, Oliverio was critical of 
the way the county is being run by Odell, 
bringing up multiple issues he disagrees 
with. 

In the statement, Oliverio referenced 
closing the operation of the Putnam Valley 
Senior Center kitchen, attempting to put 
billboards on the county bike path, hiring 
non-county residents for the county’s 
highest paid positions, and trying to 
eliminate major transportation routes for 
seniors and disabled citizens. 

He also said Odell has disregarded the 
County Charter. 

“There’s a lack of transparency with this 
administration, there’s no communication 
with this administration” Oliverio said. “So 
I’m going to change that.”

Odell defended herself against the 
attacks coming from Oliverio when 
reached for comment over the weekend. 
Talking about the possible advertisements 
on the bike path, she said it was in an effort 
to help the Putnam business community, 
many of them “main street businesses.” 
Money used from the advertisements 
could’ve relieved the burden on county 
taxpayers, she argued. 

Oliverio claims the ad company called 
Bikepath Country, Inc. that was going to 
put the signs up before the plan was pulled 
was getting special treatment from Odell 
as a favor to a supporter.

As for the transportation routes, Odell 
said the county is set to execute a contract 
with a new vendor, saving county taxpayers 
$1.5 million. She added the transportation 
system had never been updated until the 
current administration looked at a way to 
enhance the system to current standards. 

Odell added she believes the county 
executive office has worked collaboratively 
with the legislature, refuting Oliverio’s 
assertion that there is a breakdown in 
communications.

“I’m very, very proud with what this 
administration has accomplished in this 
very short time, Odell said.

Besides poking holes at the current 
administration, Oliverio also touted his 
own record as an 18-year long legislator. 
Many of the initiatives he spearheaded are 
related to health and safety, Oliverio said.

To name a few, Oliverio said he 
introduced the resolution that banned 
all fracking materials used on roadways 
during the winter, in 2001 he led the charge 
to ban smoking at indoor establishments, 
and pushed for the county social services 
to expand its childcare and teen outreach. 

“I am a compromiser,” he said. “I can 
work with people and get things done.”

“I believe the people of Putnam don’t 
vote party, by and large,” he said when 
talking about being a Democrat in a very 
Republican county. “They vote the person.”

Right now, Oliverio, who is retiring from 
his assistant principal job at Putnam Valley 

High School after the school year ends, 
appears to be the only Democrat set to 
run. Carmel resident and former staffer for 
county executive Bob Bondi, Lisa Denig 
considered running, but ended up pulling 
out. 

As for anyone else on the Republican 
side, State Sen. Greg Ball has been rumored 

to run and made statements that it’s a 
possibility. 

Odell kicked off her campaign about a 
month ago, and said she’s overwhelmed by 
the support she’s received. Right now, Odell 
has a couple web video advertisements and 
held a campaign event on March 2. 

Save the Date: 
Saturday, March 22

2nd Annual Hudson Valley Cerebral 
Palsy Association Charity Poker 
Tournament: This event is an official 
satellite location for the WSOP.  All net 
proceeds benefit those with developmental 
disabilities and to help build the 
Opportunity League Park.  $250 donation, 
register online at www.hvcpa.org/poker and 
for more information or call (845) 878-9078 
x4115.

Wednesday, March 12 
Turtle Talk: Patterson Library 

Community Room, Route 311 in Patterson.7 
p.m.  Learn about the interesting lives of the 
reclusive Wood and Box turtles. Discover 
how Michael Musnick and John Foley are 
trying to protect them and perhaps you’ll 
decide to “Adopt a Turtle”. Join presenter 
Michael Musnick in his on-going study of 
the Wood Turtle and Box Turtle, species 
native to our own Great Swamp. Learn facts 
about both species, the difficulties these 
creatures face and what is being done to 

save them. Registration preferred, walk-ins 
welcome if space allows. To register or for 
more information, visit us online at www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click on calendar 
or call 845-878-6121 x10. Free program.

Thursday, March 13
Putnam Gastroenterology Hosts Open 

House and Informational Seminar.  
March is Colon Cancer Awareness Month 
and this is a great opportunity to learn 
about colon cancer screening and detection 
and meet the staff and providers at 
Putnam Gastroenterology. Raffles and free 
giveaways.  Complimentary hors’ douerves 
will be served 5 p.m.-7 p.m. 667 Stoneleigh 
Ave Suite #A201 www.putnamgastro.com 
Please RSVP to putnamgastro@gmail.com 
845-278-5223

Yorktown Historical Society Program: 
7:30 p.m. “History of Emily Warren 
Roebling” by Monica Doherty, Local 
Historian, in recognition of Women’s 
History Month.  This is the story of an 
admirable and multifaceted woman and 
her connection to the Brooklyn Bridge 

and to Yorktown. Emily was born in Cold 
Spring, sister to Governor Warren, and 
married Washington Roebling who was the 
son of the bridge designer John Roebling. 
Washington was the Chief Engineer for the 
Bridge. The turn of events ended up making 
her the Chief Engineer. An interesting story 
about a most interesting person. Yorktown 
Hart Library, 1130 Main St., Shrub Oak.  
Free & Open to the Public.

Saturday, March 15 
Carmel Rotary’s Annual Basketball 

Shootout.  9 a.m. to noon, at Carmel High 
School, Fair Street, Carmel.  To make it 
easier for anyone interested in supporting 
and donating to Carmel Rotary this year, a 
new website has been established that will 
allow you to contribute on line at: www.
crowdrise.com/rotaryclubofcarmelny.  
Under ‘Fundraisers‘, click on ‘Community 
Basketball Shootout’, then click on ‘Donate’ 
and follow the instructions.  

Additional information is available 
at www.carmelrotary.org or by calling 
Rotarian Al Lotrecchiano at 845-225-4835.

2014 Legislative Forum: 8 a.m. – 9am. 
Registration and breakfast. 9-10:30am    
Presentations to the panel of officials. 
Putnam Hospital Center Michael T. Weber 
Auditorium 670 Stoneleigh Avenue. 
Carmel. 

Monday, March 17 
Neuro Support Group to Meet at 

Putnam Hospital Center. 3 p.m., in the 
Michael T. Weber Community Auditorium 
at Putnam Hospital Center, which is located 
at 670 Stoneleigh Avenue in Carmel. The 
Neuro Support Group, which meets the 
third Monday of each month at 3 p.m. at 
the hospital, is designed for patients and 
families of those living with neurological 
disorders such as stroke/CVA, brain injury, 
Parkinson’s disease and Huntington’s 
disease.  The monthly meetings include 
information and speakers and are facilitated 
by physical, occupational and speech 
therapists from the hospital’s Rehabilitation 
Services Department.   For further 
information, please call 845-279-5711, Ext. 
2483.

Crossword Answers

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks 

prior to your event and include the words “Happenings 
Calendar Submission” in your email subject line. Entries 

should be sent to Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.

Oliverio Finally Announces Run for County Executive
continued from page 1
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March 11 -  March 17, 2014                                                                                                      SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                                                                                                          SPORTS SECTION

Haldane’s Will Zuvic and the Section1 Class C champion Blue Devils met their match in Section 8’s Friends Academy last
Friday at Beacon High School in Friends’ 71-49 defeat of  the Blue Devils in the NYSPHSAA Class C regional finals... See Boys’ 
Hoops

Blue Devils Fall 
to Friends in 
Regional Final

Will Power 
Not Enough 
for Haldane

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS

Class A Grid Notebook

continued next page

Boys’ Hoops Notebook

Panas, Haldane Can’t Measure up in Regional Finals
Panthers Fall to Red Hook, Blue Devils Ousted from Public School Tourney by Independent Friends Academy
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

BEACON – Section1 Class A 
basketball champion Walter Panas 
couldn’t shoot a lick throughout the first 
half and most of the game, hitting 31 
percent (16 for 51), including 2 for 13 
from the field in the first quarter of the 
Panthers’ 60-46 season-ending setback 
to Section 9’s Red Hook in the Class A 
regional championship at Beacon High 
School last Friday afternoon.

It wasn’t pretty from any Panther 
vantage point, as the Raiders were clearly 
superior and brought an unmatched 
energy into the contest.

“For the first game in, I think months, 
we were not the more aggressive team,” 
Panas coach Shawn Sullivan said. “We 
tried to be, but they just beat us to it and 
had us on our heels the whole game. We 
just couldn’t get into any rhythm. I just 
told the guys that I think that for the first 
time in like six weeks we were not the 
aggressor. They did an unbelievable job 
against us. I don’t care what team from 
Section 1 was here tonight, if Red Hook 
played like they did tonight they beat 
any one of us in Section 1. Ball fake, shot 
fakes, found the open man… they did it 
all. We couldn’t get out from under it. I 
don’t think we played with the urgency 

that we played with the last two games. 
I thought we were prepared, but it’s my 
fault that we were not ready to go.”

Sixth man Mike Evans finally broke 
the seal in the first quarter, giving the 
Panthers (18-5) their first field goal with 
just over a minute left in the first quarter. 
The Red Raiders (17-5), on the other 
hand, hit 50% from the floor in the first 
half and 53% for the game, taking a 26-
16 lead into halftime, as Panas hotshot G 
Tim McCauley limped badly as he went 
to the locker room. McCauley, the senior 
captain, finished with 14 points and 
three steals but was hardly himself after 
an incredible postseason run. Panas was 
0-for-16 from three before McCauley 
finally hit one late in the third.

“We didn’t come out strong enough,” 
McCauley admitted. “Our shots weren’t 
falling and we weren’t playing defense. 
We were giving them wide open layups. 
They just outplayed us. When they were 
open, they hit their shots and we left 

them open a lot. We just didn’t get out 
and cover like we normally do. It would 
have been amazing to get to Glens Falls 
but we were not the better team when it 
came down to it.”

Still, the Panthers came out stronger to 
open the second half and trailed by 10 to 
end the third, 38-28. Red Hook’s Dennis 
Hare put the game out of reach early in 
the fourth by nailing two deep threes off 
the left wing for a 16-point bulge. 

“We tried to mix up defenses at that 
point and he buried two quick ones on 
us,” Sullivan said.

Red Hook negated Panas’ penetration 
from its offense with a hybrid 3-2 zone, 
designed to stop McCauley, according 
to second-year Red Hook Coach Matt 
Hayes.

“We knew who their key players were, 
McCauley’s a heck of a player,” Hayes 
said. “He earned everything we threw 
at him tonight. He’s very aggressive and 
likes to go to the basket and he plays big 

for a guard of average size, and that’s what 
I stressed to our kids that we needed to 
keep him from getting to the rim. I was 
happy with how we guarded him.”

For Sullivan, now in his 12th season 
with the Panas varsity, he’ll never 
forget the group that led him to his first 
championship and the program’s first 
since 1997.

 “This was the most coachable group of 
kids I’ve ever had, the toughest and most 
competitive and winning was all that 
mattered to them,” Sullivan concluded.
HALDANE MEETS ITS MATCH

It wasn’t going to be easy for a tiny 
school like Haldane to battle a melting 
pot like the Friends Academy, which 

Panas senior Tom Frost goes up for shot against the Red Hook defense in Panthers’ loss to Raiders last 
Friday at Beacon High.

Panas F Mike Evans fires J against the Red Hook 
defense in Panthers’ loss to Raiders last Friday 
at Beacon High.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Panther Tom Parrish splits pair of  Red Hook 
defenders.

All-Section Panas G Tim McCauley beats the Red 
Hook defense for two of  his 14 points in loss to 
Raiders.
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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players from across 
larger portions of 
Long Island. But half 
the town trekked up 
Rt.9D anyway and 
showed up at Beacon 
High School where 
the Section 1 Class C 
champion Blue Devils 
(15-7) were unable to 
provide the thrills that 
folks in and about the 
Cold Spring area had 
become accustomed 
to during this magical 
post-season run.

The simple facts 
were evident early 
and often as Section 
8’s Friends Academy 
(18-3) was more 
versatile and skillful 
than Haldane was 
last Friday in Friends’ 
71-49 thumping of 
the Blue Devils in the 
Class C regional finals, 

but that should 
not take anything 

away from Haldane’s season, given the 
circumstances.

The Blue Devils got a game-high 23 
points from junior All-Section swingman 
Peter Hoffmann, who 
should be the lead dog 
in Hadlane’s quest to 
repeat next season. 
Friends ran an up-
tempo, high-pressure 
attack that featured 
juniors Tyrone Perkins 
(20 points) and Cyrus 
Holder (17), who 
might also be back in 
the regionals next year. 

Hoffmann was the 
horse Haldane rode 
in on as he posted 16 
of his game-high 24 
points in the second 
half of a 61-54 victory 
over Section 9’s S.S. 
Seward in the regional 
semifinals at the 
Westchester County 
Center last Tuesday. 
Hoffmann also had 11 
rebounds in that win 
while G John Rotando 
added 14 points and 
four assists.

Friends buried five 
first-half 3-pointers 
before the break, most 
coming from the near 
corner, to take a 36-19 
lead at the half.

“They were good, 
very good,” Haldane 
Coach Joe Virgadamo 
said. “They were 

quicker, more athletic and we didn’t want 
to go up and down with them. We just 
couldn’t get over the hump.”

F Matt Halpin added seven points and 
six rebounds for the Blue Devils, who 
represented in the state tournament for 
the first time since 2001 when Coach 
Virgadamo led them there. Chances are 
pretty strong that this current group of 
Blue Devils could find a way to defend 
their title and get back for more next 
season, but unless the NYSPHSAA 
changes mends its ways youthful Friends 
will likely be there, too. 

That won’t sit well with Blue Devil 
fans, who chanted “Private School” in 
protest at the Friends Academy, which 
is a Quaker, coeducational, independent 
school that should likely be competing in 
the in the NYSAIS tournament instead 
of the NYSPHSAA, which continues to 
permit a gross injustice upon its own 
public schools by allowing Catholic, 
private and independents to compete 
in the public school tournament of 
sectional champions.

Haldane has now lost state tournament 
games to Friends in both boys’ basketball 
and soccer this season as NYSPHSAA 
continues to turn a blind eye to an issue 
that has angered coaches, players and 
fans for many, many years.

Garret Quigley powers up for two points in loss 
to Friends.

Blue Devil G John Rotando drives lane in loss to Friends Academy.

Blue Devil F Edmund Fitzgerald digs in for shot attempt against Friends.
 

Haldane G Peter Hoffmann goes right at the Friends Academy defense in 
Blue Devil loss at Beacon High School last Friday.
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 
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Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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By A.J. Martelli
All season long Class AA powerhouse 

OSSINING has done nothing but 
demonstrate its sheer dominance. The 
Pride won their fourth gold ball in as 
many years – and their fifth in school 
history – on March 2, and carried a ton 
of momentum into the regional round. 
Ossining thrashed Kingston (Section 9) 
77-47 last Tuesday in the region semis, 
and then on Saturday at Binghamton, the 
No. 1 Pride ran past No. 4 Horseheads 
69-52 to reach the New York State final 
four for the third straight year.

Ossining was able to win the region 
despite losing the majority of last year’s 
players to graduation, a feat Head Coach 
Dan Ricci was most impressed with.

“I think it’s tremendous,” he said. 
“Going to the states three years in a row, 
especially after graduating 10 kids and 
losing one to a transfer with only three 
returning players, says a lot about our 
program.”

Kingston stood virtually no chance in 
the regional semis, as Ossining jumped 
out to an early lead and never looked back. 
The game against Horseheads proved to 
be a little bit more of a challenge in the 
early going; the Pride only up 10-9 after 
the first quarter. 

But a huge second quarter explosion 
by the Pride was the difference maker 
– an explosion on both offense and 

defense. Ossining netted 26 points in the 
second quarter, while only yielding seven 
opposing points.

“We held them to seven points in the 
second quarter, 26-7,” Ricci said. “We got 
great contributions off the bench from 
kids like Jenna Lividini, Alicia Sanchez; 
Abby Squirrell did a great job on their 
best kid, their center. And we got our 
usual, real good performance from Jalay 
Knowles, Shadeen Samuels, and Stef 
Svoboda.”

Knowles put on a 24-point, 12-rebound 
show vs. Horseheads, which followed a 
42-point eruption against Kingston in 
the semifinals. Samuels also notched a 
double-double in the region finals with 
13 points and 11 boards, while Svoboda 
posted 15 points.

“We needed more scoring chances to 
beat a team like Horseheads, because 
they’re a much better, much stronger 
team,” Ricci said. “Jalay and Shadeen both 
had double-doubles, and when those two 
kids play like that, we’re tough to beat. 
All 11 kids I played gave us something; a 
basket, a rebound – something. Depth is 
definitely a strength of our team. We’re a 
deep, young, hungry team.”

State-ranked No.3 Ossining (22-2) will 
need to stay as hungry as ever, now that 
it will be making its run at a repeat for 
the state title. The Pride will face state-
ranked (No.15) Gates-Chili (Section 5) 
in the state semifinals on Friday night 
at Hudson Valley Community College 
in Troy. Ossining beat Gates-Chili 86-69 
in the NYS finals last year to capture its 
first state title in school history, and Ricci 
already knows what to expect from the 
Pride’s upcoming competition.

“They (Gates-Chili) lost three of their 
studs, but brought one back – Cierra 
Dillard,” he said. “Our style is going to 
give her problems and we’re going to 
make her work for every basket she gets.”

The Pride certainly have a great shot at 
earning another state title in Class AA, but 
down the ranks in Class C, HALDANE 
has made strides and, equally, has a good 
chance to collect a state championship. 
The Blue Devils won the section Feb. 

28 with a 49-32 victory over Keio and 
followed with a 53-27 region semifinal 
win over undefeated Tri-Valley (Section 
9) last Tuesday at the County Center.

Haldane moved on to the region finals 
this past Saturday at New Rochelle, and 
came away with a 46-38 win over Friends 
Academy (Section 8) to reach the state 
semis.

“It’s an unbelievable experience,” said 
Haldane’s junior G Allie Monteleone, 
who netted 27 points in the win over Tri-
Valley and 14 in the region-clinching win 
over Friends. “We’ve been working hard 
for this all year and it’s great that hard 
work has paid off. I couldn’t imagine 
doing this with another team.”

The Blue Devils trailed Friends 21-19 
at halftime, but surged in the second half. 
Jess Harrison hit a huge 3-point field 
goal the late in the third quarter to put 
Haldane up 31-26, and from there the 
Blue Devils never faced any peril. 

Haldane (16-6) will face State-ranked 
(No.4) Chatauqua Lake on Saturday 

afternoon at HVCC in the state semis.
The dream ended for PEEKSKILL this 

past Saturday in the Class A region finals, 
losing 62-47 to Maine-Endwell (Section 
4) at New Rochelle High; the lady Red 
Devils’ hope of capturing their first state 
title since 2011 dashed.

The real story was not so much the 
season-ending loss, but the absence 
of Head Coach Rodney Headley, Jr., 
who was not on the sidelines coaching 
because of an apparent suspension. The 
reason for Headley’s suspension was 
never given by Peekskill Athletic Director 
Lou Panzanaro, though he said he hoped 
Headley would be back for the state 
tournament had the lady Red Devils won.

His lack of presence, however, clearly 
impacted Peekskill’s key players.

“We weren’t prepared for the situation 
we had to face,” said sophomore Lanay 
Rodney, who was the lady Red Devils’ all-
tourney nod in the section tournament 
last week. “Headley not coaching was 
similar to losing our best player. It sucks, 
but it’s life. It was a tough game, but we 
have to move on. I just wish it didn’t end 
like this.”

Shaina Iton felt the state-ranked 
(No.13) Red Devils (18-5) could just not 
find a rhythm.

“We weren’t able to get in sync,” she 
said, “and it threw us off the entire game.”

Though the season has come to an end 
for Peekskill, the players enjoyed the ride, 
finding comfort in winning their third 
Class A gold ball in five years.

“Overall we had a great season,” 
Rodney added, while Iton expressed the 
same thoughts:

“We had a fantastic season, and I 
couldn’t be more proud of my teammates.”

Outside Section 1 in the CHSAA, 
KENNEDY made a stellar run in the 
state tournament, but came up just short 
in the semifinal round, losing 46-39 to 
Kellenberg this past Friday. Despite the 
loss, Kennedy received solid outings 
in its final game from Kiera Hennessy 

(nine points, nine rebounds), 
Kaitlyn Knox (seven points, seven 
rebounds), and Meg Weidenhamer 
(seven points, nine rebounds).

The Gaels finished 18-12 in their 
first season in the CHSAA (as they 
were Class B semifinalists last year), 
which made boss Lance DeMarzo 
very proud.

“I couldn’t ask any more  
from my girls this year,” he said. 
“Going 18-12, being league champs,  
and making the Catholic  
state semifinals – you can’t ask 
anything more.”

KASiE SCARDuZiO PHOTOS

The Ossining girls’ basketball team pose with their 3rd NYS regional championship plaque in the last 
four years after taking out Horseheads.

Ossining junior F Jalay Knowles powers for two 
of  her 24 in Regional championship win over 
Horseheads.

Ossining G Shadeen Samuels makes way up court in win 
over Horseheads last Saturday.

Ossining, Haldane Headed to NYS Final Four
Peekskill Loses Without Coach Headley; Kennedy Falls Short
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 
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Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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I’m a proud Putnam 
County guy, through 
and through. Born and 
raised in the Bronx 
until I was nine, my 
roots were pulled from 
the heaving cement of 
226 Naples Terrace and 

transplanted in the summer of 1972 in 
the rural thicket of Putnam Valley, where 
more than a few donkeys (literally) were 
my closest friends.

I always said I would never leave my 
chums in the Valley, unless of course 
it was for bordering Mahopac where it 
turns out my soul mate was nestled neatly 
somewhere behind the old K-Mart

off Route 6. I would leave PV in 2002 
for Mahopac, the home of perhaps the 
most madcap sporting folk in the state. 
When it comes to its prep sports and its 
sporting reputation, few towns in Section 

1 can match Mahopac; from Pop Warner 
Football to Mahopac varsity basketball. 

On Feb. 27, the basketball team found 
itself in the throes of a national whirlwind 
since its 43-40 sectional semifinal loss to 
nine-time state champion Mount Vernon, 
in the Section 1 Class AA Final 4 or 
beyond for the fifth time since the turn of 
the century.

The ensuing, unwarranted situation is 
now so outlandish–and somewhat out of 
proportion depending upon whom you 
ask–because the race card was pulled 
from the deck after the Mahopac student 
body was baited and incensed by fervent 
Mount Vernon adults, who taunted them 
from beneath the main grandstand of the 
Westchester County Center. 

Those heated, verbal exchanges 
culminated in the now-viral tweets by at 
least eight Mahopac students who enraged 
the Mount Vernon partisans, who then 
paraded their share of activists seeking to 

stir outrage against Mahopac. The local 
media then piled on.

Never mind the Mahopac cheerleader 
that allegedly got popped by a Mount 
Vernon supporter, never mind the taunts 
and challenges of grown men, who hurled 
profane comments at the fabled Mahopac 
Maniac student body, showing the type 
of moxie and pride that Duke’s Cameron 
Crazies would in a Tobacco Road dustup 
with hated North Carolina. 

There is no better 
student section in the 
state than the loyal, blue 
and gold-bleeding @
MahopacManiacs.

The tables would turn to 
rage after a slew of tweets 
and the allegations of a 
detestable Confederate flag at the Mecca 
of Section 1 basketball. The repulsive 
tweets are simply indefensible, bordering 
on a 1920s-style ignorance right there on 
the worldwide web. #FAIL!

Suddenly, Mount 
Vernon vs. Mahopac 
has whipped up a 
frenzy for the ages 
after those asinine

tweets surfaced, 
which included illicit, 
racial tones that I 
was assured time and 
time again would 
no longer stem from 
this new generation 
of liberality. So why 
was it that a bunch of 
teens from Mahopac 
couldn’t hack the 
derisive mocks of 
several grown men 
of color after their 
moment of playoff 

perdition? What set their emotions off?
The blowback has weakened the 

cultural immune system of beloved 
Mahopac Coach Kevin Downes, a proud 
black man with as much legendary clout 
in Mahopac as former Indian great Dave 
Fleming and as much street cred as former 
Indian AD and Section 1 hoops royalist 
Bob Behrends. If Mahopac were truly the 
racially charged community it has now 
been brandished as, how did Downes, 
the former All-Section running back and 
basketball legend, get to the top of the 
food chain? Because Mahopac respects 
a black man just as much as the next 
standard-bearing community in the U.S., 
but this heavy Italian-Irish community 
won’t take any guff from anybody: Black, 
White, Hispanic, Asian or Carmel, if it 
feels disrespected.

In fact, had Carmel fans taunted 
Mahopac kids after a football game, the 
way in which Mount Vernon adults did in 

the Section 1 semifinals, they would have 
said things about the Rams on

Twitter, too.
Race would not have mattered one iota, 

but since they stirred it up in this urban 
vs. rural instance, Mahopac has dealt 
with the debacle by suspending eight 
students as of Monday and imposing 
sensitivity training while Mount Vernon 
Superintendent Judith Johnson has 

vowed to have theIndians’ 
2015 season cancelled. 
Yeah, um, Judy can you 
have a cup of tea with 
that moral high ground 
you’ve ceded with your 
disproportional demands 
and denunciations.

That’s a bit much, 
considering the Mahopac basketball team 
and its coach were a class act throughout 
this entire situation and continue to be so. 
(Mount Vernon officials are calling on the 
state to recognize the situation as a civil 
rights violation.)

So what did we learn from this 
fiasco, which channels 2, 4, 5, 7 and 11 
helped erroneously fuel. (ABC News, 
in particular, with its wholly inaccurate 
report that basketball players made the 
tweets.) Either we learned that a handful 
of the 10,000 mostly white folk in 
Mahopac are still stuck in the ’60s in their 
assimilation deprived surroundings, or, as 
Mount Vernon would have you believe, 
we’re ALL racists here in Putnam County.

Some in Mahopac were dumb enough 
to hit send/tweet with their vile views, so 
the entire community must own up now 
and pledge this never happens again. 

Having witnessed the taunts that 
initiated this firestorm from spitting 
distance, I can assure you Mount Vernon’s 
fans spewed some very abusive B.S. at the 
Mahopac Maniacs, and a small handful of 
those normally responsible Maniacs didn’t 
deal well with their emotions and went to 
technology to unleash a wave of lunacy.

So maybe it’s time to take a long, hard 
look in the mirror since Mahopac seems 
to have blurred the lines, perhaps crossed 
it, on more than one occasion, according 
to several coaches interviewed for this 
piece.

“What’s going on at Mahopac has been 
cultivated by some of their coaches over the 
last four or five years,” one respected local 
coach said on condition of anonymity. 
“This past event is not an isolated 
event but a pattern established with no 
accountability by their administration.”

When I tell you I respect the coach that 
said this to me, I mean it with all my heart, 
and as a Mahopacian, with two young 
children in the district, it bothers me that 
people I respect in the area feel that way 
about the district I am beholden to.

It happened, Mahopac, and now we have 
to wear it, knowing full well that change is 
in order if this is truly a reflection of our 
community, though I’d bet my house it’s 
not. 

The words of Mahopac High Principal, 
Adam S. Pease, (@PeaseAMHS) are more 
indicative of what most in Mahopac feel: 
“Dear World: The disgraceful actions of 
a select few (Mahopac High) students 
do not represent our school’s values. We 
stand with you against racism!”

I have seen this Mahopac community 
rally around one another for causes 
as important as civil rights, and I can 
guarantee that Mahopac would be there to 
lend assistance to any community in need 
of support, including Mount Vernon. 

There is no doubt in my mind that the 
principal’s thoughts are the prevailing 
sentiment from Lake Secor to Lake Casse 
and all points in between, but we need to 
be on our best behavior going forward, 
gang. 

The world is watching now, and the first 
slip will only fuel an incessant fire that 
Mahopac is just a small part of. Black or 
white; we’re in this thing together.

Dear World: We’re Sorry & United Against Racism

Coles Center 
181 Mercer St., NY,NY 

@ 9:00 AM 
SUNDAY 

March 23, 2014 
VOLUNTEER!!!	  

Pair	  up	  with	  the	  athletes,	  	  
arts	  and	  cra2s,	  ser3ing	  food	  

BE	  a	  FAN	  in	  the	  STAND!!	  
Bring	  your	  family	  and	  friends	  	  
to	  cheer	  on	  the	  athletes	  

Volunteers NEEDED!!! 
To volunteer, e-mail: 

SPECIAL.OLYMPICS.NYU@GMAIL.COM SPECIAL.OLYMPICS.NYU@GMAIL.COM 

Direct 
Rays

For much of  the last decade, the Mahopac Maniacs have represented all 
that is good in high school sports, but a handful of  them crossed the line 
following their Section 1 Class AA semifinal loss to Mt. Vernon by going to 
Twitter with racially-charged remarks.
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March 11 - March 17, 201424 The Putnam Examiner

Despite the strong showing from the Blue Devil faithful, Haldane’s Peter Hoffman and the Section1 Class C champion Blue 
Devils were overpowered by Section 8’s Friends Academy last Friday at Beacon High School in Friends’ 71-49 defeat of  the 
Blue Devils in the NYS Public High School Athletic Association Class C regional finals. Friends, an independent Quaker School 
on Long island, also defeated Haldane in the NYSPHSAA regional soccer tournament last November...See Boys’ Hoops 
Notebook

Friends 
in Low 
Places
Haldane Falls to 
Private School 
in NYS Public 
Tourney, Again!
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