
By David Propper
Pointing to her grandmother as the 

inspiration behind it, Putnam County 
Executive MaryEllen Odell officially 
kicked off the “Year of the Senior” last 
Wednesday during a luncheon event 
that brought hundreds of senior citizens 
together.

Odell welcomed more than 300 senior 
citizens to the Putnam County Golf 
Course as she declared 2014 to be one 
in which the county would focus and 
show appreciation to the seniors that live 
within Putnam’s borders. With Odell’s 
grandmother Mae O’Brien turning the 
ripe age of 100 in April, Odell noted there 
are many seniors in the county “who have 
lived a life of history.”

“I realized that we’re so lucky that we 
have those people with us,” Odell said in an 

interview. “They are our parents and our 
grandparents and out great-grandparents. 
They are our first responders; our 
volunteers and they are our veterans. They 
are the whole fabric of our community.”

With that in mind, Odell has set up 
several senior initiatives going forward. 

For instance, the county is looking 
at a different location for a new Cold 
Spring Friendship Center. Right now, the 
Butterfield campus is the spot the county 
would want to put a new senior center at. 
Hearing from senior citizens, many want 
to be in the center of town, which the 
Butterfield property would provide. 

Legislator Barbara Scuccimarra, who 
represents that district, said right now 
seniors go to a nutrition center that’s old 
and in need of upgrades. Scuccimarra 
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By David Propper
David Bruen, Putnam’s first county 

executive and the man who oversaw the 
transformation of county government to 
what it is today, died last Saturday at the age 
of 84. 

Colleagues and friends remembered 
Bruen, the only Democrat to hold the office 
of county executive, as a leader who was the 
right man for the job when Putnam changed 
from a six-member Board of Supervisors 
to a county executive and chartered form 
of government in which the Legislature 
replaced the Board of Supervisors.  

With a big vision for the county and 
someone who always did his due diligence, 
Bruen displayed the qualities needed to be 
an exceptional county executive, said the 
people that worked with him.

His deputy county executive Regina 
Morini said it was an amazing opportunity 
for Bruen to start the county government 
from scratch, especially for a person that 

grew up in Putnam. She said the county was 
“his first love.”

“He was always a gentleman, always well 
dressed,” she said. “He took the job seriously. 
Very compassionate about the people who 
needed human services from the county.”

“He was just someone everyone liked,” 
Morini added. “Really loved.”

Morini’s last conversation with Bruen was 
in early January. She recalled Bruen telling 
her how happy he was to work with her and 
how he thought the two were always on the 
same page when thinking about county 
residents.

“He kind of said goodbye to me over 
the phone,” she said. “He knew what was 
happening and was ready to go and went 
very peacefully.”

The first two times Bruen ran for 
the office, he came away with victories, 
which was impressive for a Democrat in a 
Republican-heavy county, even decades 
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PROVIDED BY BRUEN FAMILY 
First county executive David Bruen (center) poses from left to right with current county MaryEllen Odell, 
Personnel Director Paul Eldridge, Philanthropist George Whipple, and Sheriff  Don Smith. 
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MaryEllen Odell, Marie Zarcone, and Odell’s grandmother Mae O’Brien all attended last week’s “Year of  
the Senior” luncheon event.
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Loaded with Automatic, 5 Cylinder Engine
Power Door Locks, Power Windows, 17” Alloy Wheels, 
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By Janine Bowen
The Putnam County Chamber of 

Commerce held its fourth annual 
Trailblazer Awards Friday night at Villa 
Barone to honor local business owners 
for their success and impact in the 
county.  

“This is a continuing project of having 
the Putnam County Chambers all 
highlight and honor the up and coming 
and the continuing success stories in 
Putnam County’s business communities,” 
said Chamber of Commerce President 
Bill Nulk. 

“For so many years, they’ve been 
overlooked and so this is a chance…
to let people know that the business 
community is alive and well…and 
we’re working for the people of Putnam 
County,” he continued. 

Last year, the award focused on 
“40 Under 40,” recognizing younger 
members of the business community. 
This year, the Chamber honored 
35 different businesses across five 
categories.  Businesses of all ages were 
honored with the Emerging, Established, 
and Mature Trailblazer awards, 
while others were honored for being 
Environmentally Engaged. In addition, 
non-profit businesses were awarded the 
Socially Conscious Trailblazer Award. 

“We think we picked a good spectrum 

that really represents what Putnam 
County is all about,” said Nulk. 

Although each of the honorees was 
receiving their award for a different 
reason, all were equally honored and 
humbled to be recognized for their work. 

“It’s an amazing award and I’m very 
proud of it,” said Laurie Ford, who was 
honored with the mature Trailblazer 
award for Kids Country Day Care, a 
Mahopac business that has been in 
operation for 28 years. 

 “It’s something that shows they 
actually appreciate those who have been 
in business for a long time,” she said. 

Others echoed Ford’s statements, and 
were proud to receive an award that was 
so rooted in the local community. 

“Everybody works so hard in the 
chambers, promoting business, and we 
all are very community connected. It’s 
an amazing place to be, amazing people, 
and we’re happy to be associated,” said 
Mark Anthony, owner of the Southside 
Inn in Mahopac. 

John Watson, who was awarded the 
Mature Trailblazer award for Insight 
Engineering in Carmel, was humbled 
to be receiving an award with the very 
people he has provided services to. 

“It’s nice to be here with all the people 
that I work with and work for. It’s an 
honor and I appreciate it,” he said. 

The event was able to bring together 
owners from business all over Putnam 
County for a night of celebration, which 
Board Chairwoman Jennifer Maher 
believes is important, because of the 
way they are scattered throughout the 

county. 
“The thing that it really does is put 

a bright light on the Putnam County 
business community, which is something 
that can be difficult because of our 
infrastructure,” she said. 

Local Biz Owners Recognized at Chamber Event
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The event last Friday brought business owners from all around Putnam County to celebrate 35 different 
businesses and their success stories.
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By Neal Rentz
The Patterson Town Board wants 

the owner of the Thunder Ridge Ski 
Area to go back to the planning board 
for approvals because of parking 
issues and changes made to the site 
since its original approval.

At the Jan. 29 town board meeting, 
Supervisor Michael Griffin said the 
town had some issues with Thunder 
Ridge. One of the major concerns 
of the town is if there is adequate 
parking on the property so cars would 
not be parking off the site, Griffin 

said. “We need a (new) site plan,” he 
said, adding later “We need to make 
sure everybody is safe.” 

Following last week’s meeting, 
Griffin said there had been changes 
made to Thunder Ridge that were 
not approved as part of the original 
site plan OK’d by the planning 
board. Aside from parking issues, 
new structures have been built on 
the property without planning board 
approval, he said.

 “We are trying to get this back to 
the planning board,” Griffin said. 

Town Hall 
Generator

Also at last 
week’s meeting the 
town board voted 
unanimously to 
put out bids for 
a new back up 
generator at town 
hall.

The deadline for 
the return of the 
136-page bid is 
March 4.

continued from page 1

Patterson Town Board Talks Thunder Ridge, Town Hall Generator

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
The Patterson Town Board at its Jan. 29 meeting.

WE’RE GETTING RAVE REVIEWS FROM 
OUR YOUNGEST PATIENTS.

www.health-quest.org/PHC

670 Stoneleigh Avenue, Carmel, NY 10512
(845) 279-5711, Ext. 2513

And it’s not just newborns, most new moms recommend us as well, thanks to our Birthing Center’s 
personalized care and experienced staff, which includes board certified OB/GYNs, midwives, 
anesthesiologists, neonatologists and specially trained nurses. As the area’s most comprehensive 
obstetrics unit, our state-of-the-art Birthing Center also features private labor, delivery and recovery 
rooms designed to pamper new moms and their brand new bundles of joy. 

ago. Morini said back 
then though, voters 
cast their ballot based 
off the person and not 
party affiliation.

Eventually Bruen 
lost to Republican 
Peter Alexanderson in 
1986.

Former Democratic 
Commissioner Bob 
Bennett described 
Bruen as a mentor. 
When Bennett needed 
advice, he always turned to his friend. He still 
remembers a passionate recommendation 
letter Bruen wrote to the county Democratic 
Committee in order for Bennett to become 
its chairperson in the 1970s.

Bennett credits Bruen for bringing the 
county to a better place than before he took 
over. He added that Bruen’s insight and 
knowledge would be greatly missed.

“He had his mind always in the right 
place,” Bennett said. “Always out for what 
was right and best thing he could do for 
the people of Putnam and brought Putnam 
to where we are today. He was very, very 
instrumental.”

“Let’s call it the way it is,” Bennett 
continued. “He’s the man who changed the 
image and governmental process.”

Lillian Jones, the current Democratic 
Committee chairperson in the county, 
worked for Bruen and said he was always an 
advocate for fair government. As the county 
treasurer before becoming its executive, 
Bruen knew the county budget and overall 
finances better than anyone else.

“He created a very good fiscal 
environment for the county,” she said.

Democrat and NYS Supreme Court 
judge Victor Grossman said Bruen was 
a “continuing source of wisdom and 
experience for the people of Putnam 
County.” Grossman added Bruen was 
always giving of his time and he went to 
Bruen many times for help when Grossman 

David Bruen, First 
County Executive 
Dead at 84

continued on page 6

PROVIDED BY BRUEN FAMILY   
Davd Bruen pictured 
with his wife Marilyn, 
who died a couple 
years ago.
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By David Propper 
When Luke Hands first went on 

a college visit to SUNY Maritime, 
nothing jumped out to him and he’ll be 
the first to tell you, it wasn’t the school 
he was seriously considering after he 
graduated from Mahopac High School 
in the spring.

However after a closer look, and a 
second visit, Hands, a senior at MHS 
started to change his mind. 

“After I visited there (the first time), 
I did more research on the school and 
realized how beneficial the school 
is and all the opportunities that are 
available to you there,” Hands said. “I 
went a second time and found I enjoyed 
it much more than I did the first time.”

Not only is Hands going to be 
attending SUNY Maritime, but he’s also 
going to be attending the school on a 
full scholarship for all four years of 
his studies. Through hard work in the 
classroom and outside of it,  and with 
a resume that stands out, Hands was 
nominated by state senator Greg Ball to 
receive a legislative scholarship to take 
care of his college tuition.

What made the scholarship even 
more exciting is the how surprised 
Hands was to get the get it at all. He got 
a note in the mail that told him about 
being nominated.

“Actually receiving the scholarship 

was news to me,” Hands said. “It was a 
big surprise. I was very excited.”

Though surprised, it’s not totally 
shocking Hands would get nominated 
for such a prestigious and deserving 
award. He’s an active senior, who can 
be seen excelling in the classroom or 
on the athletics fields.

Hands runs cross-country in the 
fall, participates in track in the winter, 
and plays lacrosse in the spring. 
Additionally, he’s part of the Spanish 
honor society. 

Outside of school he volunteered at 
Sycamore Park for the past two years, 
supervising a group of kids during 
the day at camp. At Putnam Hospital 
Center Hands was a volunteer at the 
transport department where he assisted 
senior citizens. Some of the work 
included delivering medication to the 
patients, moving patients to different 
rooms and helping them eventually 
leave the hospital. 

“Luke always been a strong student,” 
his father, John Hands said. “But better 
than that, he has leadership qualities.”

Ball, in a statement, noted he’s 
honored to help offset the cost of SUNY 
Maritime, what he calls a “premier 
center for higher education and 
recognized around the world as a leader 
in maritime related higher education.”

“I encourage qualified and interested 

students, like Luke, to look at this 
institution and apply for legislative 
scholarship opportunities in the 
future,” Ball stated. “I wish Luke the 
best of luck at school and I am very 
excited to see the wonderful things he 
will accomplish.”

Hands plans on studying mechanical 
engineering, a decision that traces back 
to his love of both math and science. 
And while the college experience might 
be different compared to the schools he 

might’ve attended, Hands is ready for 
the challenges and opportunities.

He’s going to have to wake up early 
and wear a uniform to classes, not to 
mention working on ships. But even 
with all the hard work, Hands will get 
the chance to travel around the world 
during the Summer Sea Term on a 565-
feet training ship. 

“Being on a boat doesn’t bother me 
at all,” Hands said. “I’ve always had fun 
on boats.”

Mahopac Student Gets Full Ride to First Choice College

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Luke Hands will be attending SUNY Martime this year, free of cost thanks to his hard work and state senator 
Greg Ball’s nomination.
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noted Butterfield would be an ideal 
location.

Currently, Scuccimarra said the project 
has to be granted a zoning change and is in 
front of the Philipstown planning board. 
She hopes there’s a decision in the next 
month and is optimistic going forward. 

“They’ve been neglected far too long,” 
she said. “Not through anybody’s fault 
but we do have a growing population of 
seniors and we do need to find a place 
where they can meet and enjoy.”

One Cold Spring senior, Donna 
Anderson said at the luncheon a new 
center would allow seniors to have 
daily activities like exercise or the use of 
computers. 

“It’s awfully important for us to get this 
thing,” Anderson said. “We’re the first 
senior group ever in Putnam County and 
we’re still waiting for our senior center so 
it’s way past due.

At the Carmel Friendship Center, there 
are plans to improve the facilities. The 
county’s architect is currently putting a 
drawing together based off of seniors’ 
feedback.

Odell called the current center 
insufficient to what the seniors want, 
noting the need for more recreational 
room. 

Increased mobility is also a focus to 
senior living in Putnam, Odell said. 

The county’s transit system will be 
redesigned and repurposed this year, 
Odell said, and seniors’ needs would be 
considered “first and foremost.”

Vincent Tamagna, the director for the 
county’s Transportation Advisory Council, 
said in a press release getting seniors to 
tourism attractions, shopping, medical, 
and business destinations is a priority. 

Office for the Aging director Pat Sheehy 
said the department continues to work 
hard to make the county livable for seniors. 
She noted Putnam has the fastest growing 
senior population in New York State. 

There are also several more events 
planned for seniors throughout the year, 
Sheehy said. 

The kickoff event even drew a bigger 
crowd than anticipated. Approximately 
200 seniors registered for the luncheon, 
but more than 300 ended up attending, 
forcing county staff to improvise on the fly. 

Putnam Valley senior Marie Zarcone 
said she thinks it’s great this year is going 
to be dedicated to senior citizens. Zarcone 
is on a senior citizen advisory committee 
brought together by the county and some 
of the topics discussed include providing 
seniors with better lunches and possibly 
changing the name of the Office for the 
Aging.

“We’re trying,” Zarcone said of proposed 
improvements for seniors. “Rome wasn’t 
built in a day.”

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Seniors packed into Putnam County Golf  Course last Wednesday. More than 300 seniors attended the 
event.

“Year of the Senior” Underway in Putnam County
continued from page 1
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was a legislator and Bruen was the county 
executive.

The county renamed the county office 
building along Gleneida Avenue the David 
O. Bruen Office Building in 2003.

He was the father of nine children. His 
wife, Marilyn, who was also active in the 
Putnam community, died about two years 

ago.
Calling hours will be 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 

Tuesday, Feb. 4 at the old Putnam County 
Courthouse and then from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
at Beecher Funeral Home in Brewster. The 
funeral service is 11 a.m. on Wednesday, 
Feb. 5 at St. Lawrence O’Toole Church and 
internment will be at St. Lawrence O’Toole 
Cemetery. 

David Bruen, First County Executive Dead at 84
continued from page 4
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The #1 Selling Real Estate Brokerage in Putnam County

Source: HGMLS, 1/1/2013–12/31/2013, both units sold and dollar volume, by office, Area 9, Putnam County.

Geraldine “Gigi” Finan 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  845.590.6864 

12 Greenbrier Court 
Mahopac 

WEB# PS889378 .....................$885,000 

William “Bill” Frattarola Jr. 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Office: 914.962.4900   

47 Upper Lake Road 
Mahopac 

WEB# PS879776 .....................$868,000 

Fatima B. Candiotti 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  914.806.6276 

115 Peekskill Hollow Road 
Putnam Valley 

WEB# PS876747 .....................$699,900 

Leon “Lee” Madoian 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  914.671.8943 

19 Timberline Ct 
Putnam Valley 

WEB# PS876962 .....................$699,000 

Matthew F. Bevilacqua 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  914.217.3569 
520 N Lake Blvd 

Mahopac 
WEB# PS871214 .....................$699,000 

Justine Cummings 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  914.393.3901 
60 Lovers Lane 
Putnam Valley 

WEB# PS870062 .....................$664,000 

Keriann “Keri” Rodriguez 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  845.729.0573 

24 Pinckney Farms Lane 
Mahopac 

WEB# PS846258 .....................$599,999 

Geraldine “Gigi” Finan 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  845.590.6864 

26-Lot 7 Ryan Court 
Mahopac 

WEB# PS889742 .....................$599,000 

Keriann “Keri” Rodriguez 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  845.729.0573 
43 Rodcris Drive 

Mahopac 
WEB# PS872505 .....................$524,900 

Justine Cummings 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  914.393.3901 
1 Sunrise Drive 
Putnam Valley 

WEB# PS856443 .....................$499,999 

Geraldine “Gigi” Finan 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  845.590.6864 

52 Wellington Drive 
Carmel 

WEB# PS890815 .....................$459,000 

Virginia “Ginger” Talbert 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  914.403.2071 

29 Fenwood Road 
Mahopac 

WEB# PS867253 .....................$449,000 

Fatima B. Candiotti 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  914.806.6276 

365 Oscawana Lake Road 
Putnam Valley 

WEB# PS880290 .....................$364,900 

Virginia “Ginger” Talbert 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  914.403.2071 

39 Middle Branch Road 
Mahopac 

WEB# PS890478 .....................$319,900 

Keriann “Keri” Rodriguez 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  845.729.0573 
33 Well Road 

Mahopac 
WEB# PS830303 .....................$225,000 

Virginia “Ginger” Talbert 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.403.2071 
48 Clubhouse Drive 

Carmel 
WEB# PS890477 .....................$175,000 

SO
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703 East Main Street (Route 6), Jefferson Valley, New York • 845.628.3401 • 914.962.4900
HoulihanLawrence.com

Putnam Market Overview
SOLD PROPERTIES

The 2013 market closed on an upward trend with a slight increase in the
Median Sale Price and a 17.7% increase in total units closed. With increased
buyer activity and low inventory levels, now is the time to sell your property.

Contact us today at 845.628.3401 for a Complimentary Market Analysis.
— Zef Camaj, Brokerage Manager
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By David Propper 
Artie Divila will be the first to tell 

customers, he’s no expert when it comes to 
dry cleaning and washing laundry. Not yet 
anyway. 

But with just enough knowledge 
in the industry and through efficient 
management, Divila has found a way to 
run a successful business called Bryant 
Pond Laundry and Dry Cleaning and has 
recently opened up a second business in 
Baldwin Place called Moderne Garment 
Care. With customer care a top priority; 
Divila has found a niche for himself. 

Originally, Divila knew he wanted to 
run a business, but didn’t know what 
type to pursue. Being a firefighter in the 
Bronx, shifts a few days a week left him 
plenty of free time. He also had a degree 
from Westchester Community College in 
business management. All he needed was 
an idea of what industry to pour himself 
into.

“So I knew owning a small business was 
somewhere in my line of doing things,” 
Divila said.

After much thought, Divila ran into a 
friend who was in the laundry mat business 
in Westchester, and Divila was told how 
well that type of business was going. 
After looking though the PennySaver, an 
advertisement for a laundry mat for sale 

in Mahopac popped up and from there, 
Divila knew what to pursue. 

Within three months of getting in 
touch with the previous owner, Divila was 
signing papers and in 2005 he opened his 
first business. 

But just opening a laundry and dry 
cleaning service wasn’t enough. Divila had 
to know everything about the business to 
become an owner that customers could 
turn to and trust.

“One thing about myself is when I get 
into something I really like to know the 

most I can about the industry,” he said. 
As a result, Divila joined the Coin 

Laundry Association and the National 
Cleaners Association (NCA) when he first 
opened the store. Divila has attended at 
least 14 classes the NCA offers to cleaners 
to keep up with his craft. 

Talking like a true student of the industry, 
Divila discussed how the business recently 
went from one solvent to another solvent 
that is better for the environment and also 
the clothes. 

Divila said he’s currently one of the just 

three stores in the area that offers “green 
cleaning.”

He also noted how less soap poured into 
a washing machine could go a long way. If 
too much solvent is put into the washer, 
Divila said, it’s almost counterproductive. 

“There so much to know. I’ve come 
a long way,” Divila said. “I know I have 
a much longer way to go. It’s taken me 
eight years to become a professional in 
my industry, but I still think it’s going to 
take me another 8-10 years to become an 
expert.”

But for all the knowledge Divila has, 
his attention to the customers is what he 
believes stands out. Also his involvement 
within the community contributes, noting 
how the laundry mat does laundry at 
a discounted rate for the organization 
Community Cares, which is a non-profit 
that finds businesses to assist families with 
sick family members.

“I have good customers because even 
when they’re upset, most of me and my 
staff have the ability to make customers 
happy even if they’ve been let down for a 
moment,” he said. “They can still come to 
us and trust us.”

Bryant Pond Laundry and Dry Cleaning 
is located at 78 Secor Rd. in Mahopac and 
Moderne Garment Care is located at 80 
Route 6 Suite 206 in Baldwin Place.

Bryant Pond Laundry & Dry Cleaning 
Mahopac

Business 

of the Week

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Artie Divila stands inside his Bryant Pond business, a proud owner since 2005.

VALENTINE’S DAY SALE
SAVE 20% TO 50% OFF

ALL WENGER 
WATCHES

40% OFF

ALL BULOVA 
WATCHES

20% OFF
Tue-Fri 9:30-5:30, Sat 9:30-5:00

WE BUY GOLD!

Now Through February 22nd

Diamonds • Jewelry • Watches • Gifts
Colored Stone Jewelry

Swiss Army Knives • Greeting Cards

All In-Stock Merchandise, Excluding Watch Bands,
Greeting Cards

ALL CHAMILIA 
BEADS

50% OFF
Select Group of 

Diamond Colored 
Stone Jewelry
50% OFF

All Swiss Army 
Watches

40% OFF
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Across
1 Vinegary
7 __ Love You..62’ McCartney song
10 The Sharks of Broadway, e.g.
12 You can bank at it
13 Relative
14 Rock group
15 ‘’A Midsummer Night’s Dream’’
disguise
16 Little Dickens
17 Vineyard in France
18 In times past
19 Lowly laborer
20 Ozzie & Harriet would live here
24 Run ___ (go wild)
25 Criticize (with “down”)
26 Health resort
27 Word with will or bred
28 Goat-hair garment
31 Fall from grace
32 Rhymes with “ironic” and gets you
to your detination
34 “___ on my bed my limbs I lay”:
Coleridge
35 Send in all directions
36 Wrong color for the books
37 Undivided

Down
1 Seaweed
2 Disney movie
3 Itinerary info
4 Can
5 Color of the rainbow

6 Ordinary
7 Distribute, with “out”
8 A solid alcohol
9 Not affected
11 One easily taken in
18 Quiz
19 Type of canine, with bull
20 Egypt’s Lake ___
21 “The ___ strikes back”
22 Allowed to borrow
23 Spock, partly
27 “--- Not Unusual”
28 Start to freeze?
29 Coffin site
30 Square measure
33 Baseball’s Master Melvin

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

Fishlin & Fishlin, PllC - Attorneys At lAw 
westChester, roCklAnd And new york City

new westChester oFFiCe 
100 south BedFord rd. 

suite 340
Mt. kisCo, ny 10549

new york City oFFiCe 
7 Penn PlAzA

suite 810  
new york, ny 10001

For All APPointMents CAll or eMAil

 (212) 736-8000 | www.FishlinlAw.CoM
Attorney Advertising

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

Pet 
Of 

The 
Week 

ZÊ
EÊ
UÊ
SÊ

845-225-7777  

TheÊPutnam   
HumaneÊSocietyÊ

Zeus is young, friendly 
and housebroken. 
Adopt him at:   

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 18
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Dorothy-Ann Irene Foster
Dorothy-Ann Irene Foster of 

Patterson died Friday January 24 at 
Putnam Hospital Center. She was 66 
years old. Dorothy-Ann was born 
on October 24, 1947 in Providence, 
Rhode Island, daughter to the late 
Jack and Alice (Porter) Tarlaian. She 
attended Yonkers School District. 
Dotti lived in Brewster before moving 
to Patterson. Dorothy-Ann married 
Edward D. Foster, Sr. on August 27, 
1987 in Pawling. Mrs. Foster lived life 
to the fullest and cherished her family 
and friends immensely. Saturdays were 
spent going out with her girlfriends and 
she cherished her cats. In addition to her 
loving husband she is survived by her 
two daughters; Sharon Brickly and her 
husband Tim of Miffinburg, PA, Dorene 
Wallace of Potsville, PA, her stepson 
Edward D. Foster, Jr. and his wife Lisa 
of Pawling, NY, 5 grandchildren, Corey 
Weaver, Ryan Weaver, Edward Foster 
III, Marissa Foster and Joseph Foster.

Ada Silvana Sedlmair
Ada Silvana Sedlmair, of North Salem, 

died Monday, January 27 after a valiant 
battle against cancer at Rosary Hill 
Nursing Home. She was 68 years old.

Ada was born on September 20, 
1945 in Tripoli, Africa, daughter to 
the late Enrico and Veri (Nicoletta) 
Moretti. Ada was a member of St. 
Joseph’s Church, Croton Falls. She 
has lived in North Salem for over 40 
years. Mrs. Sedlmair married Simon 
Sedlmair on April 16, 1966 in Peekskill. 

Ada worked as an office manager for 
her husband’s construction business, 
Sedlmair Construction. She was also 
a hairdresser. Mrs. Sedlmair lived life 
to the fullest and cherished her family 
and friends immensely. In addition to 
her loving husband she is survived by 
her son; Douglas S. Sedlmair and his 
significant other Marissa of Danbury, 
CT, her four siblings; Gilda, Giovina, 
Fioretta and Roberto.
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Last Friday, the end of era finally 
arrived in Putnam County. Preserve 
Putnam--and more specifically the 
Whipple family--pulled full support 
from Tilly Foster Farm in Southeast. 
The gorgeous open space currently has 
no farm animals and no real direction 
following the Whipples’ departure 
from the farm after five years of 
managing and pouring monetary 
funds into it. If the county wants to 
put the farm back on track, it should 
be open to several ideas and welcome 
suggestions from residents who are 
passionate about Tilly Foster. Since 
Preserve Putnam announced it was 
pulling the plug, some county residents 
-- with Legislator Dini LoBue leading 
the charge -- have demanded the 
Whipples provide certain financials 
to the county legislature (Though 
Meredith Whipple refutes that and said 
all necessary financials were provided). 
There was outcry over George Whipple 
never attending a committee meeting 

to discuss the farm. While some of 
the complaints are justifiable, at this 
point, it’s a waste of energy. It’s time 
for the administration and legislature 
to move forward and focus on the how 
to make the farm a profitable entity. 
In order to do that, the county should 
welcome any and all recommendations 
from residents, especially those who 
care deeply about the farm. If there are 
residents interested enough to help, 
the least legislators can do is listen 
carefully. Additionally, transparency 
is a must. Legislators have vowed to 
inform concerned residents every step 
of the way what plan they might have 
in store for the farm. It would be in 
their best interest to follow through 
on that. Finally, as County Executive 
MaryEllen Odell has already stated, the 
county should try to mirror what it did 
to turn Putnam County Golf Course 
around. The future of Tilly Foster is 
a major issue for the county to start 
off 2014. There are big decisions to 

be made and not a lot of time to make 
them if the county wants to have the 
farm fully operational by the spring. 
The best way to do that and the best 
way to avoid any more controversy 
surrounding the farm is to involve all 
the stakeholders.

Recent changes to the Alternative 
Veterans Exemption now authorize 
school boards to offer a special veteran’s 
exemption. The Carmel Central 
School District Board of Education 
is considering providing a partial tax 

exemption to property owners who are 
veterans. Should the Board of Education 
choose to provide the exemption, the 
tax levy will not change, but the tax rate 
will increase for non-veteran property 
owners.

The District is asking residents if they 
support giving veterans a tax break by 
answering a brief straw poll.  The poll 
is open until Friday, February 21 and 
can be found on the District’s website at 
http://www.carmelschools.org.

Editorial
Time for County to Move Forward with Tilly Foster

Carmel Central School District BOE to Consider Vets 
Tax Exemption – Community Input Sought

Obituaries

Small 
NewS 
iS BiG 
NewS
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Happy Valentine’s Day
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FABRIC MART
2019 Crompond Rd. Yorktown Heights

914-962-3328
 fabricmartnyinc.com

Join our mailing list today

Rational Animal Sewing Event to help make bedsfor animal shelters. Join us on  March 1st. Call 914-737-2228 

32 Triangle Shopping Center • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 
914-245-3899 

Open Mon-Sat

Full line of 14K & 18K Gold, Platinum, Diamonds, Precious & 
Semi-Precious Stones & Fashionable Sterling Silver

30% OFF
All Gold
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Watch Battery 
Special
$3.73
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Westchester’s Full Service Jeweler 
“If You Can Dream it, We Can Make it”

Come in & 
use or 

layaway or 
store 

credit card-
Interest Free!

Great Valentine’s Day Gift!
Full Line of Men’s & 
Women’s Charriol

“If You Can Dream it, We Can Make it”

All Repairs 
Done on Premises 

by our Expert 
Jeweler

ALL SALES 
FINAL

STORE
CLOSING
ALL MERCHANDISE REDUCED*

Route 6 & Westbrook Drive (Next to Kohl’s)
Cortlandt Manor,  New York 

*No Additional discounts, coupons or credits. Balloons & Merckens not included.

50% OFF
Christmas, Hanukkah, New Years, 

Thanksgiving, Halloween

30% OFF
Valentine, Patriotic, St Pats, Easter, 

Mardi Gras, Graduation

AT
 LEAST

AT
 LEAST

75%20% to
OFFOFF

83 Haviland Rd • Patterson NY • 845-363-1363
Find us on Facebook! 

Gift Baskets, Candles, 
Books, Soaps, 

Stationary, Scarfs
and More!

Ask us about 
Book Club and Ladies Night! 

Now serving a variety of coffees 
and delights 

Sol Shine Scentral
Bouquets of roses available 

for Valentines Day. 
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By Rick Pezzullo
Legendary folk singer/songwriter 

Pete Seeger, an environmental activist 
and founder of the Hudson River 
Sloop Clearwater, died January 27 at 
Columbia Presbyterian Hospital in 
New York City. He was 94.

Together with his late wife Toshi, 
Seeger founded Hudson River Sloop 
Clearwater, Inc., and the Great Hudson 
River Revival, the annual music and 
environmental festival that takes place 
at Croton Point Park in Croton-on-
Hudson every summer.

“Pete Seeger was a hero to millions 
who knew him or followed him while 
he lived,” Riverkeeper Executive 
Director Paul Gallay wrote in a tribute 
to Seeger. “Pete will go on inspiring 
those who endeavor to heal us humans 
and our one lonely planet, long after 
we say our final goodbyes to the man 
himself.”

Congressman Sean Patrick Maloney 
(NY-18) said he had the honor of 
calling Seeger a neighbor and a friend.

“As a legendary musician and 
advocate for social and economic 
justice, Pete dedicated his life to 
fighting for folks who needed a 
champion. His legacy will live on 
through his music for generations to 

come.”
Seeger and Hudson River Sloop 

Clearwater played an important role 
in the passage of laws to clean up the 
nation’s waters. In 1972 Seeger and the 
Clearwater crew sailed the sloop to 
Washington, D.C. while Congress was 
debating the Clean Water Act. Seeger 
personally delivered a petition with 
hundreds of thousands of signatures to 
Congress and then proceeded to hold 
a spontaneous concert in the halls 
of Congress. A few weeks later the 
Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
was passed in 1972 over then President 
Richard Nixon’s veto.

Seeger, who lived in Beacon for 
many years, is regarded as an iconic 
American figure, and a pivotal person 
of the 1960s American folk music 
revival, playing a banjo bearing the 
words, ”This Machine Surrounds Hate 
and Forces it to Surrender.” Through 
his music, he reached multiple 
generations and strongly believed that 
if you can inspire people with music, 
you can change the world from the 
bottom up with grassroots activism. 
His example has become the template 
for the generations in speaking out 
about the state of affairs in the world 
and expressing them.

In 1996, Seeger was inducted into 
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame as 
an early influence. Ten years later, 
Bruce Springsteen honored him with 
“We Shall Overcome: The Seeger 
Sessions,” a rollicking reinterpretation 
of songs sung by Seeger. Seeger always 
encouraged audiences to join in and 

participate in his performances. 
In January 2009, Seeger joined 
Springsteen, grandson Tao Rodriguez-
Seeger, and the crowd in singing the 
Woody Guthrie song “This Land 
is Your Land” during the finale of 
President Barack Obama’s inaugural 
concert in Washington D.C.

“We make warm friends”
(845) 628-1330

Order on the web:  www.sclafanioil.com
Ask us anything at www.sclafanioil.com/blog

Ultra low sulfur heating oil, biofuel, propane, diesel 
and gasoline. Call us today for the lowest prices 

with the highest quality! 

Sclafani 
         Oil & Propane

Legendary Folk Singer Pete Seeger Remembered for Activism

Now taking 
Valentines Day 

Reservations
Regular menu plus 

Valentines Day Specials 

Complete Four Course Thanksgiving
Turkey Dinner $25.95

• Salad & Bread
• Turkey Served with 
Mashed Potatoes, 

Candied Yams, Carrots, 
Sausage Stuffing, Gravy, 

and Cranberry Sauce
• Choice of Apple 

or Pumpkin Pie

•Coffee or Tea
• Complimentary Glass 

of Wine with every 
Thanksgiving Dinner

• Our regular menu
 is also available 

Call for reservations

845-621-3836 • 878 Rt. 6 Mahopac, NY 10541
www.arturostavern.com

Complete Four Course Thanksgiving
Turkey Dinner $25.95

• Salad & Bread
• Turkey Served with 
Mashed Potatoes, 

Candied Yams, Carrots, 
Sausage Stuffing, Gravy, 

and Cranberry Sauce
• Choice of Apple 

or Pumpkin Pie

•Coffee or Tea
• Complimentary Glass 

of Wine with every 
Thanksgiving Dinner

• Our regular menu
 is also available 

Call for reservations

845-621-3836 • 878 Rt. 6 Mahopac, NY 10541
www.arturostavern.com

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner   914-864-0878   advertising@theexaminernews.com

Pete Seeger, 1920-2014.
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“Break-A-Thon” a Big Hit in Mahopac

Community members, parents and students 
of  Chung Ma Tae Kwondo in Mahopac 
gathered for the school’s third annual 
Inter School “Break-A-Thon” at the Austin 
Road Elementary School on Jan. 24. The 
competition, which raised money for four 
local elementary schools, featured close to 
140 competitors with Austin Road snagging 
the first place title.
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The concept 
of unintended 
consequences has 
always fascinated 
me. As modern 
man has sought 
to improve lives 
– medically, 
economically and 
technologically 
– unforeseen 

outcomes have affected our lives as 
dramatically as the original intended results. 

Examples abound, and seem to be 
increasing.

1. Banning DDT in the 1970s. Its 
widespread use in agriculture assuredly 
saved many lives, but in undeveloped 
countries the cessation of spraying 
mosquito-infested wetlands with this 
carcinogenic product caused an increase 
in the mosquito population and the 
unanticipated and unintended deaths of 
millions infected with fatal malaria.

2. The advance of technology. This still 
unfolding story may have the greatest 
unintended consequences in the history 
of mankind. Just 30 years ago our 
interaction with each other was 
primarily visual and auditory. Today, 
across the globe we’re evolving into 
beings that communicate via smartphone 
keyboards and touch screens. 

We’re increasingly becoming slaves to 

smartphone “pings.” They 
are affecting our psyches 
and raising stress levels, 
as in our every waking 
moment we are addicted to 
reacting to the latest email, 
text message and tweet or 
consumed in downloading 
the latest apps.

Our minds are becoming like Pablum 
as we no longer rely on our sensory 
perception of the world – there’s an app for 
that. Certainly the increase in productivity 
over these last 30 years has been significant, 
but I wonder what consequences lie ahead 
as we increase our use of and reliance on 
technology.  

3. The new French paradox. A number 
of French winemakers adhere to organic 
grape-growing techniques, eschewing 
the marvels -- and shortcomings – of 

manmade chemical fertilizers, 
fungicides and pesticides. Organic 
winemaking has grown significantly 

over the last decade, with 
popular support for the 
health of vineyards, 
global farmlands, the 
atmosphere and wine 

consumers.
The French 

government has 
decided that these 

organic practices are having 

an unintended consequence 
on French wines.  

The background: The 
French government has set 
a goal to reduce the use of 
pesticides by 50 percent by 
2018. For good reason. A 
recent French laboratory 

test of 92 bottles of wine found small (non 
lethal) traces of pesticides in all 92 bottles, 
a number of which were organically 
produced. Another unrelated laboratory 
test of 300 bottles found pesticides in over 
90 percent of them. 

This startling result for organic wines 
may be attributable to shifting winds 
that carry air-borne pesticides from non-
organic vineyards to those sustained 
organically and higher than normal rains 
that carry atmospheric-trapped pesticides 
across a wide swath of vineyards in recent 
years. Also startling was the finding of trace 
amounts of two illegal chemicals.  

The unintended consequence: decreasing 
the use of pesticides resulted in the growth 
of the population of a leaf-hopping insect 
capable of carrying a disease that can 
destroy entire grape crops. 

But that’s not the only consequence. 
How has the French government 

responded to this devastating threat? How 
is the French government compensating for 
the unintended consequence caused by the 
proliferation of the leaf-hopper insect? A 

simple, yet paradoxical, solution: it is forcing 
grape growers to spray pesticides to control 
the leaf-hopper--even the organic farmers. 
The consequences for noncompliance are 
substantial: a fine of $40,000 and six months 
in jail. 

At least one organic farmer in Burgundy 
currently faces prosecution. This organic 
and biodynamic farmer, Emmanuel 
Giboulot, has steadfastly avoided the use of 
chemicals in his vineyards. Evidence of his 
diligence is self-evident. His vineyard has 
not suffered from the debilitating disease 
carried by the leaf-hopper insect, yet he 
now faces prosecution for his practices.

Yes, unintended consequences occur 
in a number of unusual ways. The French 
government has topped them by self-
creating new unintended consequences 
in an attempt to address previous self-
created unintended consequences. Another 
example of a well-intentioned bureaucracy 
ultimately making matters worse. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 15 years he has conducted 
wine tastings and lectures. He also offers 
personalized wine tastings and wine 
travel services. Nick’s credo: continuous 
experimenting results in instinctive behavior. 
You can reach him at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on Twitter @
sharingwine.

Unintended Consequences Rears its Ugly Head Again
You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
By Nick Antonaccio

‘the new French paradox’
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While usually it is the function 
of buyers to order a home 
inspection once they decide to 
place an offer on a house, would 
you consider it outrageous if 
I were to suggest that a seller 
should order one even before the 
home is listed?

Would you think it even more 
extraordinary if I suggested that 
you order a home inspection 
even if you are not considering 
selling your home in the near 
future?

I thought about inspections 
recently when Matthew Albano 
of True View Home Inspections 
emailed me the design for a 
brochure he is planning. It encourages 
home sellers to beat buyers to the punch by 
engaging his services to inspect their homes 
in advance of listing. 

Albano’s note reminded me of that 
cautionary and amusing sign I found on the 
exit door of the men’s room in that London 
theater that read, “Please inspect yourself 
before returning to your seat.” Who else 
but the British would remind a gentleman 
to make sure that he wasn’t walking around 
with his fly open?

It might seem like a trans-Atlantic stretch, 
but after a surprising experience I suffered 
with my own house, I want to place a sign 
on the door of every house for sale warning 

that it should be pre-inspected to 
ensure the owners are not caught 
with their fly open, or as in my 
own case, with their pants down.

Here’s my story of woe and 
involves how I first met Matt. 

My wife and I had found buyers 
for our lovely 18th century home 
who had ordered the requisite 
inspection. Since I had completely 
restored the home and kept it in 
impeccable shape, I thought 
nothing of it.

When the inspector arrived, 
however, he avoided my glance 
for some reason. I decided to leave 
the premises to avoid apoplexy. 
When I returned, I was told by 

the buyer’s agent that the deal was off. 
Apparently, the wife, a skittish type to start 
with, totally freaked when the inspector 
found one flaw with the house. Just one. 
A portion of the house’s sill resting on the 
stone foundation had been compromised 
with dry rot. 

Unfortunately, the inspector told her that 
the house was likely “sinking” as though, 
like the Titanic, it was about to plunge 
into the abyss. The wife, without so much 
as asking if this was something that could 
be fixed, scurried from the house like a rat 
leaving a ship, and we lost the sale.  

Needless to say, I was turned off by this 
engineer’s lack of communication skills in 

describing this defect of which I was totally 
unaware. He might have told her that it 
could be fixed, but he didn’t. That’s when 
I called my own engineer who had been 
highly recommended by another agent in 
my office. That happened to be Albano.

He had a much more agreeable manner 
when he arrived, assuring me that “my job is 
to find any problems, not to sugarcoat them, 
but to suggest ways they can be fixed. I’ve 
seen very few problems that 
are unfixable.”  

This is my guy, I thought! 
This is the kind of engineer 
that sellers should know.  In 
my case, my vengeance comes 
from telling my buyers which 
engineers best communicate 
problems and how to fix them, 
rather than those who feel 
they’re doing their job if they 
kill the deal. I name names.

Bottom line: Albano 
recommended some 
contractors who could fix my 
problem with the sill. I did 
exactly that to assure myself that, indeed, 
my house is perfect. Albano returned and 
completed an engineering report, which 
I now have in my hot hands, ready to 
welcome any buyer with full confidence.

Here in a nutshell is the smart reason 
to do a pre-listing inspection of your own 
home before placing it on the market: It 

reassures prospective buyers that there 
is nothing to hide, that all systems have 
been checked and that you as a seller have 
maintained the house well. It also gives 
you a good position in the negotiating 
process to stand firm in the price point you 
want to achieve. To further enhance your 
standing, you might also want to purchase a 
home warranty protection program whose 
premium doesn’t come due until closing.

If you’re not planning to sell 
soon, you might still want to do 
a full home inspection. Who 
knows what quiet problems may 
be lurking undetected? Catch 
those things before they become 
bigger problems. It could be the 
best $450 or so that you ever 
spent. 

To reach Matt Albano for 
either a pre-listing or peace-of-
mind inspection, call True View 
Home Inspections at 914-831-
2187. Don’t risk having your 
home caught with its pants down.

Bill Primavera is a Residential 
and Commercial Realtor® associated with 
Coldwell Banker, as well as a publicist 
and journalist who writes regularly as The 
Home Guru. For questions about home 
maintenance or to engage him to help you 
buy or sell a home, he can be emailed at Bill@
TheHomeGuru.com or called directly at 914-
522-2076.

Don’t Let Your House Get Caught With its Pants Down!

Over the past 
few decades 
numerous studies 
have investigated 
the negative 
consequences of 
gaming, including 
depression, 
violence, and 
addiction.  Recently 
researchers have 
taken a closer look 
at past studies and 

are conducting new ones that indicate 
video games might actually improve 
learning, health, and social skills.  Given 
that 97% of children and adolescents in 
the United States play video games for 
at least an hour per day, shouldn’t we 
aim to understand potential benefits 
while also reducing the risks?

Contrary to the stereotype of gamers 
as loners, more than 70% of gamers 
actually play with a friend, and millions 
of people worldwide play virtually 
as part of a community.  In these 
communities players must make quick 
social decisions about who to trust 
or reject.  Players must cooperate in 
order to achieve goals, solve problems, 
handle frustration, and recover from 
disappointment quickly.  Individuals 
who play together must also navigate 
interpersonal conflicts that arise when 

choosing a game or deciding where, 
when, and how to play.  Although the 
majority of gaming occurs in a social 
setting, much of the past research is 
based on children and adolescents who 
play alone.  

The research in general has been 
so elusive in part because there are so 
many different types of video games.  
What the newest research is suggesting 
is that cooperative video games may 
encourage cooperation in the real world 
even if games are violent in nature.  
Strategic games that involve role-playing 
seem to improve problem-solving 
skills and school grades, according 
to one 2013 study.  Another review of 
past studies found that shooter video 
games strengthened cognitive skills 
(e.g., spatial navigation and reasoning, 
memory, and perception) just as much 
as academic classes designed to foster 
these abilities.

When used appropriately, gaming 
offers emotional benefits.  A number 
of studies have linked playing preferred 
video games with positive emotions, 
improved mood, and feelings of control 
and competency.  Games like Angry 
Birds that are easily accessible and don’t 
require a big commitment can promote 
relaxation and reduce anxiety.  Gamers 
often describe gaming as intrinsically 
rewarding.

Many adults worry about certain 
games because they expose children to 
sexual and aggressive themes.  Parents 
need to use judgment to decide if their 
child is developmentally capable of 
grasping the content and separating 
games from reality.  Whether or not 
certain games are allowed in your home, 
however, chances are your child will be 
exposed to violent and sexual images 
elsewhere.  Parents can use discussions 
about games (whether or not you own 
them) to increase awareness of morals 
and values.  Find out why your child 
wants to play a certain game.  Show 
interest.  Don’t shame children so they 
avoid coming to you for answers.  Take 
the time to discuss the “adult” aspects of 
these games rather than avoiding them.  

A lot of this boils down to common 
sense, it seems.  If a child is friendless, 
neglected, and spends hours upon 
hours staring at a screen shooting 
virtual players at the expense of real, 
nurtured relationships, he will probably 
be maladjusted and more likely to 
make bad life decisions.  But the video 
games themselves probably would not 
cause violence on their own.  When 
people are scared they often cherry 
pick evidence to make their point.  
Yes, Adam Lanza played violent video 
games.  But he was reportedly far more 
obsessed with playing Dance Dance 

Revolution.  Factors other than video 
games contributed to the unfortunate 
outcome at Sandy Hook Elementary.

Games can give children and 
adolescents a sense of connection 
and provide opportunities to practice 
teamwork.  Games are even being 
devised that foster self-efficacy and 
help children with cancer adhere to 
treatment.  Focusing on the enormous 
positive potential of video games will 
allow us to capitalize on what is already 
a cherished staple in our homes.  

Dr. Jaime Black is a licensed 
psychologist practicing in Westchester 
and New York City. Jaime works with 
high-functioning individuals on the 
autism spectrum, doing psychotherapy, 
conducting evaluations, and facilitating 
socialization groups including an 
improv social skills group . Visit www.
spectrumservicesnyc.com, e-mail 
JaimeBlackPsyD@gmail.com or call 
(914)712-8208.

Parenting: The Value of Video Games

By Dr. Jaime 
Fleckner Black

Matt Albano of  True View 
Home Inspections says 
most any problem is 
fixable.

Small NewS 
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Partners with PARC, a non-profit 
dedicated to securing the financial future 
of people with disabilities, will host the 
first Hudson Valley Wine and Chocolate 
Festival on Sunday, February 9 just in time 
for Valentine’s Day shopping.

The event, which runs from 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m. at the Putnam County Golf Course, 
187 Hill St., Mahopac, NY, will feature 
wineries and distillers from across the 
Hudson Valley and beyond. This is an 
opportunity to taste and sample a number 
of products and then purchase candy, wine, 

spirits, food, crafts, health and beauty 
products, and more for everyone on your 
Valentine’s Day list.

Wineries and distillers, to date, include: 
Adirondack Winery, Amorici Vineyards, 
Glorie Farm Winery, Hillrock Estate 
Distillery, Hudson-Chatham Winery, 
Millbrook Vineyards & Winery, Pazdar 
Winery, Robibero Family Vineyards, 
Thousand Islands Winery, Tuthilltown 
Distillery, Warwick Valley Winery and 
Black Dirt Distillery, Whitecliff Vineyard. 
More wine and spirits vendors are 

expected.
Chocolate, candy, and food makers 

from across our area will also be featured 
at this year’s event, and you can sample 
and purchase your Valentine’s treats from 
this year’s numerous vendors. Get ready 
to sample and buy from: Forget Me Not 
Cupcakes, Honey Brook Farms, Saratoga 
Crackers, Maya’s Jams, honey and honey 
products from Hudson River Apiaries, 
DW Sweet Confections, Heat Sweets, 
Aigner Chocolate, Emalyn Sweets, The 
Peanut Principle, and many more.

This year’s event sponsors include 
Putnam County Tourism, Cartwright and 
Daughters Tent & Party Rentals, Putnam 
County Golf Course, Eventful Magazine, 
Halston Media and the Mahopac News, 
and Examiner Media.

Tickets, in advance, are $25 or $10 for 
designated drivers, and available at www.
hvwineandchocolate.com. Tickets on the 
day of the event will be $30. For more 
information, regarding tickets and open 
vendor spaces, please call 845-278-7272, 
ext. 2287. 

The National Association for Children 
of Alcoholics (NACOA) will be observing 
its Children of Alcoholics (COA) Week 
from February 9-15, 2014. COA Week 
“celebrates the recovery of the many 
thousands of children (of all ages) who 
have received the help they needed to 
recover from the pain and losses suffered 
in their childhood, and it offers hope 
to those still suffering from the adverse 
impact of parental alcohol and drug 
addiction”. (SAMHSA)

According to the NACOA, it is 
estimated that one in four children in 
the United States under age 18 is hurt 
by family alcohol abuse or alcoholism, 
and that countless others are affected by 

parental drug use. there is strong scientific 
evidence that alcoholism runs in families 
with children of alcoholics being 2 to 4 
times more likely to develop alcoholism 
than children of non-alcoholics. young 
children of alcoholics exhibit symptoms 
of depression and anxiety to a greater 
extent than children of non-alcoholics; 
and incur increasing health care costs and 
experience more life problems over the 
lifespan. young children of alcohol or drug 
dependent parents often have difficulty in 
school and are more likely to be truant, 
drop out of school, repeat grades, or 
be referred to a school counselor or 
psychologist. children of addicted parents, 
with interest and support from family, 

friends, health professionals, teachers, 
clergy, and others, can avoid the negative 
effects of familial alcoholism and drug 
dependence.

“Home is what most children consider 
a safe environment, but unfortunately, 
this isn’t always the case. It is essential that 
children currently living in the difficult 
situation of parental alcohol addiction 
know that there are resources out there to 
help them and that there are individuals 
out there who are in recovery from the 
situation and are living healthy and full 
lives.” stated Joseph DeMarzo, CTC 
Coalition Co-Chairperson. “The Youth 
Bureau offers Pegasus, which is a free 
and confidential program for children 

ages 6 to 14 who have a parent or family 
member suffering from alcoholism or 
other drug dependency. Pegasus is an 
eight week program held twice a year 
that offers information, support and hope 
to both children and families. For more 
information, please call us at (845)808-
1600.” DeMarzo said.

 “We support and spread the word on this 
observance because we don’t want those 
who need the encouragement the most to 
fall through the cracks. An average of 40% 
of individuals at each of Putnam County 
outpatient treatment providers (Putnam 
Family and Community Services, Arms 
Acres, and St. Christopher’s Inn) report 

Partners with PARC Hosts First Hudson Valley Wine and Chocolate Festival
Wine and chocolate will be center-stage just in time for Valentine’s Day

Putnam County CTC Coalition Supports “Children of Alcoholics Week”

It’s all about you.

Likes. Tweets. Shares. Every video on pctv76.org has 

many ways to keep the conversation going.  If you like a 

band on “296,” share it with your friends. If something on 

“Catching Up” sparks your interest, tweet it to your 

followers. We believe that, by giving the public access to 

each other’s thoughts and opinions, we can help build a 

better community. Now isn’t that something?

 
   

IF YOU SAW SOMETHING,
WOULD YOU SAY
SOMETHING?

continued on page 18
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 020414

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

AUCTIONS
Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

CLASSIC CARS WANTED
Classic Cars Wanted!! 1950-1960 Cadil-
lacs. Especially 1959ís & any convertibles. 
Will consider Buicks, Chevrolets & other 
makes & models. (Finders fee paid) †Call/
Text Steve @ 315- 863- 1600 or Email:
eldo1959@live.com

DIVORCE
DIVORCE $349 - Uncontested divorce 
papers prepared. Includes poor person 
application/waives government fees, if ap-
proved. One signature required. Separa-
tion agreements available. Make Divorce
Easy - 518-274-0380.

EVENTS
Woodstock School of Art- CALL FOR 
ENTRIES for a juried exhibit, "THE 
PRINT SHOW" $2,000 in awards! Dead-
line: March 1st. Download prospectus, 
www.woodstockschoolofart.org OR 845-
679-2388.

HEALTH & BEAUTY
VIAGRA 100MG, 40 pills+/4 free, only 
$99.00. Save Big Now, Discreet ship-

ping. VIAGRA 100MG, 40 pills+/4 free,  
$99.00. Save Big Now, Discreet shipping. 
1-800-491-9065 Today!

HELP WANTED
ARMONK, NY RESTAURANT TEAM: 
Work for the best guy ever! Excellent 
opportunity/full time jobs in a new res-
taurant located in Armonk, NY. If you 
know how to CHOP A SALAD, make 
wraps, serve great soups and be AMAZ-
ING WITH CUSTOMERS, I want to 
meet YOU. Bring your prep, line, cook-
ing & customer service experience! We 
will be a great team. Let’s learn from each 
other! EMAIL YOUR RESUME or list of 
restaurant experience: bowlssalad@aol. 
com Don’t wait!!! BE ON MY TEAM! 

HAIR DRESSER with some following to 
join our team. Yorktown Hts. 914-220-
2308. 

BUS DRIVER & OVERNIGHT SUPER-
VISOR: Weekdays or weekends for emer-
gency homeless shelter in the Northern 
Westchester area. Available immediately. 
9 PM to 7 AM. $13.00/hour. Speak English 
and Spanish. Class C bus drivers license. 
Resume to Emergency Shelter Partner-
ship, PO Box 427, Mount Kisco, NY 
10549 or email info@emergencyshelter-
partnership.org 
 
LIFEGUARD FDR STATE PARK IN 
YORKTOWN is now accepting applica-
tions for summer lifeguards. Must have 
current certifications in Red Cross Water-
front Lifeguard, FA, CPR, AED, must pass 
the NY State Parks LG Exam. Must be at 
least 16 years old & able to work full/part-
time. $15.48/hr. Apply in person. 

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here! Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
Technician training. Financial  aid for 
qualified students Housing available. Job 
placement assistance. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

AIRLINES ARE HIRING Train for hands 
on Aviation Career. FAA approved pro-
gram. Financial aid if qualified- Job place-
ment assistance. CALL Aviation Institute 
of Maintenance 866-296-7093

HOME IMPROVEMENT
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening,leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not ap-
plicable in Queens county"

LAND
NYS LAND FOR SALE 8.6 Acres/$19,995 
With Financing! Beautiful Ridge Top Ma-
ple Forests With Evergreens, Wild Apple 
Trees, Babbling Brook & Major Deer 
Trails. Easy Access Off Rt 13. Minutes To

Salmon River Fishing & State Game 
Lands. Call Now: 1-800-229-7843 or 
email info@landandcamps.com

LAND FOR SALE
LITTLE FALLS NY AREA- 59.9 acres, 
field, woods, views 1,009 ft on NYS rt5 
$59,000. 17.9 acres fields, woods, views 
$34,000 Owner financing www.helderber-
grealty.com CALL: 518-861-6541

LAND WANTED
ABANDONED FARM 5 acres- State 
Land -$16,900 6 acres- Farmhouse - 
$99,900 Gorgeous So. Tier, NY hilltop 
location! Fields, woods, stream, pond, 
30mile views! EZ owner terms! (888) 905-
8847 newyorklandandlakes.com

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4897.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

OUT OF STATE REAL ESTATE
Sebastian, Florida Affordable custom 

factory constructed homes $45,900+, 
Friendly community, No Real Estate or 
State Income Taxes ,minutes to† Atlantic 
Ocean. 772-581-0080, www.beach-cove.
com. Limited seasonal rentals

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, 
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, 
etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683

Call today for all your septic design, service and installation needs!
973.764.6100 973.875.6002

800.428.6166t y ] e

NEIGHBORS! SCHEDULE SAME DAY SERVICE & RECEIVE SPECIAL SAVINGS!

Fast and Dependable Same Day Service!

SEPTIC SERVICE

IT’S TIME TO PUMP YOUR
SEPTIC TANK!

$20.00
OFF

Must Present Coupon On Day Of Service • Not to be combined with any other offer.

Call today for all your septic pumping,
 inspection, and installation needs!

t y ] e

$20 off             Your next  
septic pumping
*not to be combined with any other offer

EarthCarE SEPtIC SErVICE

Call today for all your septic design, service and installation needs!
973.764.6100 973.875.6002

800.428.6166t y ] e

NEIGHBORS! SCHEDULE SAME DAY SERVICE & RECEIVE SPECIAL SAVINGS!

Fast and Dependable Same Day Service!

SEPTIC SERVICE

IT’S TIME TO PUMP YOUR
SEPTIC TANK!

$20.00
OFF

Must Present Coupon On Day Of Service • Not to be combined with any other offer.

Available 24/7  
year round

800.428.6166 • www.earthcare.us

HVR32

Looking for 50 Homeowners 
to Qualify for a FREE 
Home Solar System

The U.S. Government and State of New York have financial 
incentives that provide homeowners the opportunity to 
replace your electric provider with solar power.

845-694-3536

Own Your Own Home
Have a Southernly-Facing Roof
Little to No Shading
Credit Score of 680
Pay an Electric Bill

Roof Diagnostics Solar is now qualifying 50 homes for a FREE home 
solar system.  Call 845-694-3536 to see if your home qualifies!

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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Save the Date: 
Saturday, March 9

Westchester/Putnam 2014 St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade. Grand Marshal 
is John Callaghan, a man who has been 
involved in our community and the Irish 
community for many years.

Friday, March 22
2nd Annual Hudson Valley Cerebral 

Palsy Association Charity Poker 
Tournament: Hosted by Hudson Valley 
Cerebral Palsy Association and win 
your way to the 2014 World Series of 
Poker Main Event.  This event is an 
official satellite location for the WSOP.  
All net proceeds benefit those with 
developmental disabilities and to help 
build the Opportunity League Park.  $250 
donation, register online at www.hvcpa.
org/poker and for more information or 
call (845) 878-9078 x4115.  

Tuesday, February 4
Reads at Reed Book Club: 7 p.m. at the 

Reed Library.  This month’s selection is 
“Takedown Twenty” by Janet Evanovich.

Thursday, February 6
Managing Multiple Priorities in 

a Stressful Environment: Putnam 
Community Service Network, an 
educational program of Cornell 
Cooperative Extension, and United Way 
of Northern Westchester/Putnam will 
sponsor a half‐day workshop designed 
to help develop skills in setting goals and 
prioritizing and managing simultaneous 
responsibilities in today’s fast‐paced work 
environment.  Participants will learn how 
to take control of their workday to help 
enhance productivity and achieve success 
with minimum stress. 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. at the Mahopac Library, 668, Route 
6, Mahopac. $30 per person registration 
fee.  Registration can be done online at 
www.uwwp.org/management-center.
shtml., or by mailing a check to United 
Way, 336 Central Park Avenue, White 
Plains 10606.  For additional information 
please contact Mary Ann Luna (914) 997-
6700 ext. 740 or email: mluna@uwwp.org

Open Computer Help: Patterson 
Library, 1167 Rte. 311 Patterson, NY: 
“Open Computer Help”. Patterson Library 
will be hosting weekly computer help 
sessions every other Tuesday from noon-
1:30 p.m. and every other Thursday from 
6 p.m. -7:30 p.m. Margaret Carey will be 
available in the Main Library to answer 
any computer question you may have.  
No appointment is necessary. Dates are 
subject to change. For more information, 
visit us online at www.pattersonlibrary.
org and click on calendar or call 845-878-
6121 x10. Free program.

Saturday, February 8 
Philipstown Winter Carnival: noon-

5 p.m., at Philipstown Rec Center and 
Winter Hill. A free, fun-filled family 
day; food & beverages available for 
purchase. For more info, visit: www.
philipstownrecreation.com/programs.

Vocal Workshop: The Putnam 
Chorale, Douglas Anderson music 
director, has announced its winter vocal 
workshop will be open to all interested 
choristers.  The workshop will be 
conducted by Mr. Matt Oltman, music 
director emeritus of the Grammy Award 
winning vocal group Chanticleer, and 
currently with Distinguished Concerts 
International New York.  The workshop 
will cover group vocal technique focusing 
on the mechanism of breathing, release 
of unnecessary tension, isolation of 
essential and nonessential muscle 
groups; consonant and vowel production, 
listening, pitch control, note values, 
blending. The workshop fee is $10 for 
non-Chorale members and will be held 
at the First United Methodist Church, 83 
Main Street. 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Coffee and 
light refreshments will be available at 9:30 
a.m. Following the workshop guests are 
welcome to participate in the rehearsal of 
Handel’s Judas Maccabaeus.  For planning 
purposes, reservations are requested. 
Send your name via email to ContactUs@
putnamchorale.org. Call Nick Simonelli 
845-279-5099 with any questions.

Join HVHC at 250 Mahopac Ave. 
in Yorktown Heights for our grand 
opening celebration. There will be raffles, 
giveaways, an NHL 14 Xbox tournament, 
an air hockey tournament, face painting 
for the kids, lots of food, animal rescue, 
ribbon cutting ceremony and much more 
fun for the whole family! The fun will 
also continue into Sunday with more fun 
and the finals of all of our tournaments!  
Please come out and help support a local 
business trying to help bring the sport of 
hockey back to the Hudson Valley in a 
BIG way!

Sunday, February 9
Hudson Valley Wine & Chocolate 

Festival: Just in time for Valentine’s Day 
comes this wine and chocolate event. 
Come sip wine and sample chocolate 
from all across our region and buy 
some goodies to treat your Valentine. 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Putnam County Golf 
Course, 187 Hill St., Mahopac, NY 10514 
(between Route 6N and the Taconic). 
Pick up bottles of wine and chocolates 
for everyone on your Valentine’s Day list. 
Shop from regional craft vendors too for 
all your holiday items. Age 21 and over 
only. A benefit for children and adults 
with developmental disabilities. For 
information and reservations, call 845-
278-7272, ext. 2287 or log onto www.
PartnerswithPARC.org

FrOGS Calendar: noon-3 p.m.. Hike 
to Pine Island (ice permitting). A short 

but moderately difficult hike over the ice 
to Pine Island (not for children under 12).  
An alternate hike location will be selected 
if there is no ice. Due to limited space and 
changing conditions you must call ahead 
and reserve! Call Rick (845) 878-6486, 
Judy 878-7740 or Jill 878-9603.

Monday, February 10 
Cornell Cooperative Extension 

Association of Putnam County 
Meeting: 7 p.m., at Cornerstone Park, 
1 Fair Street, Carmel, NY.  The snow 
date is Wednesday, February 12, same 
time and location. This purpose of this 
special business meeting is to vote on 
the adoption of the Association’s revised 
Constitution.  This meeting is free, open 
to all. Eligible voters are all persons who 
as of the date of this meeting are Putnam 
County residents, 18 years of age or 
older, and who qualify as an Association 
enrollee.  Association enrollees are a) 
persons serving as a Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Putnam County volunteer, 
b) participants in Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Putnam County’s programs 
or activities evidenced by registration in 
such programs / activities or b) persons 
that request their names be placed on the 
Association’s list for the current calendar 
year.  The revised Constitution can be 
viewed on the Association’s website www.
cce.cornell.edu/putnam.  To register to 
attend the special meeting, request a copy 
of the proposed Constitution revisions 
or for more information, call Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Putnam 
County at (845) 278-6738 or send an 
email to putnam@cornell.edu.

Crossword Answers

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks 

prior to your event and include the words “Happenings 
Calendar Submission” in your email subject line. Entries 

should be sent to Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.

Putnam County 
CTC Coalition 
Supports “Children 
of Alcoholics Week”
that they were a child of an alcoholic or 
substance abuser. This doesn’t mean all 
children of alcoholics will repeat their 
parent’s behavior, but it does prove that 
there is a correlation and we need to help 
those struggling now so they know they 
aren’t alone” stated Kristin McConnell, 
Coalition Co-Chairperson.

The Putnam County Communities 
That Care (CTC) Coalition is an anti-
drug coalition that works to build a safe 
and healthy family-oriented community, 
which includes reducing the use of 
harmful substances by our adolescents. It 
is composed of individuals from all sectors 
of the community who work together 
to reduce risk factors and strengthen 
protective factors through education, 
enforcement and policy initiatives.

Members of Putnam County CTC 
Coalition are available if you have any 
questions or would like for us to do a 
presentation to your organization on this 
or any other substance abuse trends that 
affect our children. Please call 845-225-
4646, ext. 13 for further information. 
Please visit and join us on Facebook by 
searching “Putnam County Communities 
That Care Coalition–or on Twitter at 
http://twitter.com/#!/PutnamCTCNY or 
call 845-225- 4646.

continued from page 16
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Wide-eyed Mahopac senior G Glenn Janik is carted off  the court by teammate Brandon Davis (21) and Ryan 
Simone (L) after Janik dropped a game-winning 3-ball from the left wing with just under 10 seconds left, 
propelling the visiting Indians to a 61-58 League I-B win over Carmel last Wednesday... See Boys Hoops 
Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Janik of Time!
Mahopac Senior Drops 
Last-Minute 
Bomb on
Carmel



Panas, Put Valley Duke it out for League Title
Yorktown Stuns Peekskill; Mahopac Outlasts Carmel
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

What a week, perhaps the best week of 
the 2013-14 Section 1 basketball season 
in this neck of the woods. Where to start? 
In Class AA, Mahopac upstages Carmel 
in the finals seconds of an insane game, 
fending off the upstart Rams and the @
CarmelCrazies. Class A Walter Panas 
knocks off state-ranked (No.2) Class B 
Putnam Valley before another packed 
house, and then the Panthers go out and 
lose to struggling Lakeland at the Giglio 
Games. Oh, and Class AA Yorktown 
treated @THE__CROP to the biggest win 
its had in decades and rocked the Section 
1 world when the Huskers upended Class 
A Peekskill for the first time since at least 
19890, maybe ever (no, that is not a typo).

That’s the kind of crazy week it was and 
that is why we keep on preaching the age-
old adage: On Any Given Day! And that 
is why we have this cluster-blub at the top 
of the League I-C where Panas (2 league 
losses) and Putnam Valley (1 league loss) 
will have to go through shell-shocked 
Peekskill (3 league losses) to garner a 
share of the league bragging rights in store 
this coming week. Gymnasiums were at 
capacity this week and sassy attitudes will 
be out and about once again as everyone 
expects reciprocity this week with the Red 
Devils playing host to both the Panthers 
and the Tigers. 

Like the Hudson River that runs 
alongside it, the League I-C title runs 
through Peekskill, which can either be 
galvanized by its once-in-a-lifetime loss 
to Yorktown and the just and proper 
reinstatement of Coach Lou Panzanaro 

(from brief suspension), or the Red Devils 
can blow up like a powder keg, but since 
they haven’t done much of that before, 
we’re expecting a couple of A-games as 

they head down the stretch. 
The local landscape is 

littered with both parity and 
uncertainty, which should 
translate into additional 
disorder for sectional 
tournaments that promise 
to be riveting straight 
through County Center and 
the whirlwind that is the 
Section 1 Final 4’s. 

Nobody is expecting 
much out of Yorktown, 
should the Huskers qualify 
in Class AA, but the win over 
Peekskill came about on the 
back of a sophomore Luis 
Cartegena, who went for a 
career-best 31 points and 
grabbed 10 boards en route 
to a shocking 59-56 victory 
over visiting Peekskill. 
Remember, Yorktown had 
lost to Peekskill, 85-58, just 
two weeks prior, so this not 
only came out of nowhere, 

it came from a place nobody could recall.
“Luis was in the zone,” 

Yorktown Coach Chris Caputi 
said of the 5’10” guard, who 
has averaged 25.3 PPG in the 
last three games. “He’s such a 
great young man who, works 
so hard at his craft. He’s been 
huge for us down the stretch 
so far.”

Fact checkers were 
searching high and low 
to figure out the last time 
Yorktown beat Peekskill, but 
it’s been at least a quarter 
century since we’ve seen this 
much “anybody can beat 
anybody on any given night” 
north of the White Plains 
border.

“We don’t believe we’ve 
beaten Peekskill since at least 
1980, maybe longer,” Caputi 
said.
PUTNAM/NWE LEAGUE I-B, 
I-C, I-D POLL

No.1 MAHOPAC – Coach 
Downes’ Class AA Indians 
(13-2) had to lose to Arlington 
eventually with all the close 

battles these two have had. 
“Arlington is not the same team we 

played in December,” Coach Downes said. 
“They are a very good team and playing 
very well and we always have tough games 
against each other because we know each 
other so well.”

The Admirals also hit two miracle 3’s 
in the final 1:30. They banked in two 
3’s including one at the buzzer, and the 
Indians were without point man Glenn 
Janik (fouled out) down the stretch. 

“We could not get into rhythm 
offensively in the 4th quarter, which really 
hurt us,” Downes said. Having Glenn 
(Janik) foul out and him not being there 
down the stretch was also a problem. I 
thought we played well for 3-and-a-half 
quarters and then we just stalled. I think 
this type of game will serve us well these 
last three games and heading into the 
playoffs. Arlington will once again be a 
tough out come playoffs.”

No.2 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B, state-ranked (No.3) 
Tigers (14-2) gained a modest measure of 
revenge in 66-62 win over reining Class 
B champion Lourdes last Sat. behind an 
MVP performance from junior G Ryan 
Basso (17 points, 9 rebs, 4 ass.), and while 
it was a nice bounce-back win after losing 
to Panas, it’s hard to fathom the lackluster 
effort against the Panthers. Basso led 
Putnam Valley with 14 points. Senior F 
Jelani Bell-Isaac added 12 and senior G 
Zach Coleman had 10 for the Tigers, who 
look like a potential No.2 seed.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Put Valley G Ryan basso makes an acrobatic shot in loss to Panas Friday.

Panas senior Tim McCauley and PV junior Elviz Belen hustle for 50-
50 ball in Panthers’ win over Tigers last Friday.

Mahopac’s Glenn Janik, Carmel Quinn Willman, coaches, fans and 
players wait to see if  Janik’s game-winning shot will drop, which it 
did last Wednesday in Carmel.
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 
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Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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“We left some foul shots on the line,” 
McDonnell admitted, “and we didn’t take 
care of the ball. We were careless and 
sloppy. You can’t play like we did against a 
team like Panas and expect the result you 
want. We didn’t play well and now we’re 
looking at sharing a league title rather 
than winning it outright unless we get 
some help.

“The win over Lourdes was a nice 
bounce-back,” he added. “Lourdes is a 
really good team and we came back in 
the right frame of mind the next morning 
after losing to Panas.”

No.3 PANAS – Coach Sully’s Class 
A Panthers (12-4) may fly into the 
tournament under the radar as a potential 
No.3/4 seed, so don’t be the least bit 
surprised if they end up at the big house in 
the Final 4 after Tyler Mason (16 points) 
and Tim McCauley (10 points) held off 
Putnam Valley, 46-42, last Friday. Though 
not blessed with depth, this team is special 
and it’s got a combination of grit and guile 
we like.

 “It’s the most coachable team I’ve had 
in a decade,” Sullivan said. “They have the 
necessary grit to pull themselves out of 
tough situations and we’re cool with being 
under the radar. Nobody thought much of 
us at the start of the year and to be honest 
I wasn’t quite sure what to make of us.”

The senior 
troika of F Mason, 
G McCauley and 
G Tom Frost has 
had success on the 
gridiron and they 
are poised to end 
a County Center 
drought that 
has lasted since 
1997… since 
Mont e s a rc h i o, 
Marschner and 
Tarkington. But I 
hear the Panthers 
looked like a 
bunch of old guys 
in the second half 
of their shocking 
loss to Lakeland 
Saturday, which 
was one of the 
SMH games. 
How do you 
beat Put valley 
Friday and then 
turn around and 
lose to Lakeland 
Saturday if you’re 
supposed to be a 
legit outfit?

N o . 4 
PEEKSKILL – 
Coach P’s Class A 
Red Devils (9-6) 
are the one team 
that can go either 
way as they enter 
the tournament 
with a potentially 

low 10-seed (low for them), but there 
wouldn’t be many people all that surprised 
if they were hosting Coach P’s 11th gold 
ball either. Neorck Brown is a beast and 
Chavis Piggot is a crafty guard with big-
game ability. We just don’t know if this is a 
powder keg waiting to blow or a unit that 
will be galvanized by the naysayers who 
are currently doubting them. I’d bet the 
latter, but the loss to Yorktown just goes 
to show that this unit is walking a fragile 
line.  

No.5 CROTON – Coach Billy T’s Class 
B Tigers (12-3) won their eighth straight 
game and worked themselves into a first-
place tie in the league by knocking off a 
dang good Blind Brook (12-2) team, 55-
49. Patrick Gallagher led Croton with 
17 points, just a couple of days after TJ 
Searight went for a career-high 28 in win 
over Briarcliff. The Tigers have worked at 
their craft and could be a No.5 seed in the 
post. Searight and Gallagher are a pair of 
lethal scorers, but we don’t know if the 
Tigers have the necessary paint presence 
to find themselves at the County Center 
in late Feb.

HM Carmel – Coach Venditto’s Class 
AA Rams (7-9) have played a pretty 
decent brand of ball of late, including 
the 62-40 win over Somers where soph G 

Quinn Willman led the way with 17. 8th-
grader Shane Alexander went for 12 in his 
coming out party and James Loughran 
chipped in with 10 for the Rams, who 
could be as low as a 12-seed. If the 6’8” 
Alexander is to stick and stay at Carmel, 
this team could be pretty sweet the next 
couple of years as the youth movement 
matures.

HM Somers – Coach DiCintio’s Class A 
Tuskers (8-9) have had a pair of bad losses, 
including a 63-48 loss to Brewster and 
another to 7-point loss to Carmel. We’re 
concerned with the Tuskers’ play of late as 
they look like a potential No.13 seed. Still, 
the unit is capable of coming together in 
the second season and playing as sharp 
as they had when the Tuskers won 6 of 7 
before recent 2-game skid. 

HM Haldane – Coach V’s Class C Blue 
Devils (10-5) got a 43-burger from the 
Hoffman lad in a 67-61 OT triumph of 
Hen Hud to split the Rt.9 series. The win 
propelled them to No.2 in Class C of now. 
The Big Hoff was the truth on Hen Hud 
and the Blue Devils look poised for big 
doings in Class C playoffs.

HM Yorktown – Coach Cap’s Class 
AA Huskers (5-11) now have a three-
game winning streak in tow appear 
poised to qualify for post-season play. 
Now I know what I saw in you guys 
#Thanks4MakingMeLookGood. 

HM Brewster – Coach Martino’s Class 
A Bears (6-10) saw Dima “The Dreamer” 
Monaghan drop career-high 28 points 
on Somers in a 63-48 romp as the Bears 
slowly turn the corner down the stretch 
of Martino’s final season. Two weeks ago, 
the Bears didn’t look like a team that 
would make the playoffs. Now, they look 
like a team that could wreak some havoc 
in the post season having won 4 of the 
last 5 games, including Carmel, 60-53. 
If this unit can somehow take second 
place in League I-B, that would be a huge 
accomplishment from a team that not quit 
on itself despite a horrid 1-8 start.

“We suffered some tough early season 
losses to Putnam Valley at the buzzer, 
Greeley at the buzzer, Lourdes by 4, but 
those teams all struggled to score against 
us,” Martino said. “Even when we were 
1-8 the players defended every night. We 
never “lost” the players. Coach Nelligan 
and I played a lot of players every night, 
usually 11-12 players. I think this kept 
practice very competitive. We are also 
blessed to have outstanding young men 
with a team-first mentality. The players 
and coaches continued to be positive and 
the wins have come these past few weeks. 
We have shot the ball better and generally 
have made better decisions with ball. That 
combined with our stingy defense has 
made the difference.”

HM Lakeland – Coach Weltman’s Class 
A Hornets (5-11) are hoping to throw a 
massive monkey wrench into the League 
I-C picture by shocking Put Valley Tuesday 
after upsetting Panas Saturday, but I just 
don’t see it happening for a Hornet outfit 
that has fallen on hard times for a second-
straight year. Yet, somehow the Hornets 
recovered from a 10-point first half (not 
a misprint) to eke out a 44-39 win over 
the Panthers behind 10 points from Ryan 
Thomas and nine from Joe Martin.

HM Hen Hud – Coach Hirsch’s Class A 
Sailors (7-8) had no answer for Haldane’s 
Hoffman and have now dropped 5 in a 
row to fall out of league title contetnion.
SECT. 1 Tourney Schedule Through Quarters

Monday, Feb. 10
Seeding meeting— brackets finalized
Wednesday, Feb. 12
Outbracket round: Classes AA, A and B 

(if necessary)
Friday, Feb. 14
Opening round: Classes AA, A and B
Tuesday, Feb. 18
Quarterfinals: Class B and C
Wednesday, Feb. 19
Quarterfinals: Class A
Thursday, Feb. 20
Quarterfinals: Class AA

Carmel sophomore Ryan Train makes one of  many big shots he would hit in 
loss to Mahopac last Wednesday.

The Mahopac bench erupts after Glann Janik’s game-winning shot last Wednesday.
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Hen Hud Beats Lakeland, Peekskill Takes Care of Mahopac
Somers, Ossining Keep Winning
By A.J. Martelli

It was a long time coming for the 
HENDRICK HUDSON Sailors. Two 
years, in fact, since they had beaten 
LAKELAND. Friday night they 
changed that with a 58-43 win over 
the visiting Hornets – yet another 
impressive league win for the Sailors, 
fresh off their huge 61-52 upset of 
Peekskill on Jan. 24.

“I was on the girls a lot because they 
(Lakeland) beat us three times last year 
and once this year (a 49-40 loss on Jan. 
9) so it was nice to get them back a little 
bit,” said Hen Hud boss Ken Sherman. 

“First time in two years. We had 
three close games against them last 
year; we were on the wrong side of 
those. We lost to them this year, but we 
weren’t the same team we were today. 
It was nice to get another league win, 
we shot the ball well, got some inside 
shots, and the girls got together.”

For Sailors’ senior guard Cassidy 
Boyle it meant the world, being that it 
was senior night and she put on a show: 
23 points, including four 3-pointers, to 
lead all scorers. 

“I think it was big for the team, the 
community, and our school,” she said. 
“We played as a family today; we came 
together, stuck up for each other, and 
that’s all you can hope for. This team 
wanted it today.”

Only ahead 35-34 after the third 
quarter, the Sailors pulled away on a fast-
paced, game-changing sequence midway 
through the fourth. Junior Amber 
Feminella and senior Alyssa Small hit 
back-to-back 3-pointers. Freshman star 
Jaelyn Smith then notched a takeaway 
and made a layup off a fast break to put 
the Sailors up 48-39, a big enough lead to 
keep the Hornets away from a comeback 
bid. 

Smith finished with 13 points while 
Feminella ended with 10. Small netted 
a total of six points on her senior night, 
while senior center Lea Hutchings made 
a free throw and was a virtuoso on the 
boards, making her senior night one to 
remember.

“Cassidy almost took the team on her 
shoulders – she did that against Peekskill, 
too, she stepped up against them. With 
senior day it’s always like that,” Sherman 
said. “Alyssa Small hit a big three in the 
fourth quarter; Hutch early on in the game 
got some big rebounds for us. Our seniors 
stepped up for us. I’ve coached these three 
seniors since they were freshmen, so it 
was nice to see them get that last win on 
the home court.” 

The Sailors led 25-19 at halftime, and 
the Hornets suffered a huge blow at the 

outset of the third quarter. Lakeland’s 
senior tall order Kate Weldon sustained 
a left knee injury and was helped off the 
court, not to return. The Hornets crept 
back into it, however, on account of the 
sharp shooting of Nikki Kardias (seven 
points), Alex Pappalardo (six points) and 
Jordan Cotino (six points on two 3-point 
field goals).

Head Coach Steve Fallo knew the 
absence of Weldon was going to impact 
his team.

“Anytime you take out one of your 
star players – not only is she an offensive 
threat for us – but she’s a big defender in 
the post,” he said. “It’s going to hurt you. 
But I told the girls, someone goes down 
you have to step up and play. Give Hen 
Hud a lot of credit for playing their style 
of game: to shoot threes, and they made 
them tonight. 

“Once Kate went down we held them 
for a little while, but they’re such a good 
team and it’s hard to have a substitute for 
Kate who gives us an inside threat, an 
outside threat, and the defensive presence 
she brings. But we played hard, we’re OK 
with it, and we move on.”

The Hornets (11-6) wasted no time 
moving on, as a matter of fact, beating 
PANAS on Saturday evening, 33-30 in 
the Giglio Games on Panther hardwood. 

Though unofficial, 
Weldon’s knee 
injury looks like a 
dislocation at the 
moment.

The Sailors (11-5) 
meanwhile have two 
games left before 
the playoffs start: 
tomorrow night 
at Yorktown and 
Saturday at Croton-
Harmon. Lakeland 
meanwhile will 
finish up vs. 
PEEKSKILL on 
Thursday, the lady 
Red Devils coming 
off two wins this 
past weekend – a 
61-47 victory over 
Evers College Prep 
(Brooklyn) and 
a 61-40 come-
from-behind effort 
against MAHOPAC 
at home Saturday 
afternoon.

The lady Red 
Devils eliminated 
turnovers in the 
second half vs. the 
Indians, a feat that 
Coach Rodney 

Headley, Jr. felt made the difference.
“The biggest thing was cutting our 

turnovers down,” he said. “We had 
13 turnovers in the first half and that 
allowed them to hang around. Mahopac is 
basically a team dominated by (Mairead) 
Hynes, and she was getting whatever she 
wanted; we were scoring as well, but we 
were turning the ball over.”

Mahopac led 27-26 at halftime, mostly 
thanks to the play of Hynes (15 points) 
and Alayne Felix (14 points). But along 
with the lady Red Devils stopping the 
turnovers, Peekskill’s defense calmed 
down. They only allowed 13 Indian points 
in the second half, while Shaina Iton, 
Nyrie Holliman, and Adriane Jackson 
flipped it into high gear.

“13 points in the second half is huge 
against a quality team – Mahopac is 
a quality team,” Headley said. “That 
basically guaranteed us the win.”

Holliman led Peekskill with 16 points, 
Iton put up 10. Jackson also netted 10 
points, and Headley stressed her play, 
calling her the one piece that’s been 100 
percent all year – and even named her the 
x-factor. He added, now that playoffs are 
approaching, his girls are starting to know 
their roles better and better.

“We have people now that are more 

important than ever,” he said, “and the 
closer you get to the playoffs, you have to 
go up a notch.”

It’s also worth noting Peekskill picked 
up its last two wins without the services 
of sensational sophomore Lanay Rodney, 
who is sidelined with a sprained ligament 
in her right hip. She is going to be 
evaluated tomorrow, but Headley expects 
her to return to the lineup after a week 
and a half. 

After a match at Panas tonight, Peekskill 
(11-4, 4-1 in league play) will honor its 
seniors at home Thursday vs. Lakeland.

Over at SOMERS Friday night the 
Tuskers (11-4) picked up a 57-41 win over 
BREWSTER. Kayleah McGuire was the 
force of offense, leading all scorers with 17 
points. The Tuskers had two other ladies 
in double figures: Gabby Rosenzweig with 
14 points and Nicole DeMase with 13.

“It was a great team win for us,” Somers 
Coach Kristi Dini said. “We played tough 
D and we were very sharp offensively. 
We’ve been in a scoring slump, so it was 
nice to see us shoot the ball better and 
clean up some stuff on the offensive end. 
Brewster played us really tough and we 
did a good job staying mentally tough 
during their runs and coming back with 
runs of our own.

“We had different girls stepping up at 
different times and we played great team 
basketball.”

The Tuskers’ next game is tonight at 
Mahopac. 

In AA action Saturday afternoon, 
OSSINING continued playing like the 
reigning NYS champs, beating Boys and 
Girls (Brooklyn) 89-47. Jalay Knowles, 
hot off her 1,000 point milestone on Jan. 
23, led the Pride with a double-double: 29 
points and 12 boards. She received plenty 
of fine backup by the likes of Shadeen 
Samuels (12 points), Stef Svoboda and 
Abby Squirrell (10 points apiece).

“We played more like ourselves,” Coach 
Dan Ricci said. “The girls played very 
hard and unselfishly.”

The Pride (14-2) will wrap up regular 
season competition this week vs. Rye 
Thursday and at Horace Greeley Saturday.

KENNEDY for the second time this 
season was victimized at the buzzer, 
losing a heartbreaker to Mary Louis 
(of the CHSAA) 57-55 on Saturday. 
Although the Gaels (11-9) came up just 
short, Kiera Hennessy had a great game, 
with 19 points, 13 rebounds, five blocks 
and three assists. Leah Greene threw in 
13 points, five assists and five steals while 
Meg Weidenhamer came on strong with 
10 points and five rebounds.

The Gaels will honor their seniors on 
Saturday at home vs. Preston.

Somers F Kayleah McGuire rocked the rim for a game-high 17 points in win over 
Brewster last week.
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

If icy shots are 
clutch, game winning 
shots (like kids call 
them these days), 
Mahopac senior G 
Glenn Janik fired 
a glacier in last 
Wednesday’s 61-
58 boys’ hoops win 

over host Carmel. Trailing 57-55 with 
15 seconds to go, Janik heaved the go-
ahead trey for a 58-57 lead, completing 
Mahopac’s improbable comeback against 
its arch, oft-hated rival; both on the court 
and on social media.

“Carmel-Mahopac: The hate is real, 
man, it’s real… the hate is real,” said Janik, 
who got clipped in the stomach by a low-
blow just four days prior in Round 1, a 68-
51 Mahopac triumph. “I’ll probably never 
forget this.”

Yeah, no… you won’t, and you’ll always 
have that win over Carmel’s head, even 
when the worm eventually turns. 

“Any day we beat these guys is a good 
day,” Janik said. “I wanted it so bad. This is 
the biggest moment of my life.”

The HATE may be real, and it may be 
amplified by Twitter and local sports 
enthusiasts like myself, who still care 
enough about local sports, but I also got 
the sense that Mahopac and Carmel – 
while full of ire for one another – respect 
each other enough to know they need 
each other to maintain full relevance on 
Section 1 circuit.

If it weren’t for the Hatfields, the 
McCoys would be a bunch of rednecks 
nobody ever heard of. Mahopac may look 
down its nose on Carmel, which we all 

know they do, and Carmel may loath its 
second-class status these days (let’s face 
it, Mahopac has Carmel’s number of late), 
but it’s the lack of love between the two 
that make the rivalry as good as it gets in 
this neck of the woods.

What I saw last Wednesday at Carmel 
– and the Saturday before at Mahopac 
– was an age-old rivalry that transcends 
anything north of the 
White Plains border. 
The big-city rivalries like 
Mount Vernon vs. New 
Rochelle and Mount 
Vernon vs. White Plains 
is only as good as the 
basketball they play. 
Those rivalries simmer 
down and burn out when 
you put them on the baseball diamond, 
the wrestling mat or god forbid you’re 
forced to watch them play lacrosse. 

But Mahopac vs. Carmel is as dirty as it 
gets in every sport, and I mean 2014 dirty; 
which is slang for “that's so cool”, which 
is what it was last Wednesday when the 
Rams were knocked off for a fifth straight 
time before a packed house of ardent 
supporters. 

Carmel is on the cusp of some big doings 
on the hardwood if the underclassmen 
like sophomores Quinn Willman (14 
points in loss to Mahopac) and Ryan 
Train (18 points) can get 8th-grader Josh 
Alexander to stick and stay in Carmel 
blue and red as the maroon and gold of 
Iona Prep and other private schools seek 
his services. With those pieces in place, it’s 
possible that Carmel ends this recent rise 
of misery just about every time they see 
Mahopac in any boys’ sport of significance 
(outside of ice hockey). I don’t cover all 

the sports out there, but I do bang around 
on the ones that matter most, and I know 
that Carmel’s been on the short end of 
the stick a lot since Ryan Shilling’s senior 
year; when Rams were Rams and men 
were, well, Rams! 

Outside of last season’s season hockey 
sweep on the ice and the Higgins 
Trophy win in 2012 on the gridiron, 

it’s gotta be killing the 
@CarmelCrazies over 
there in Ram Nation, and 
Janik’s kick in the chops 
last Wednesday had to 
be rock-bottom, as it 
literally, figuratively and 
emotionally drained the 
last ounce of hope the 
Rama-lama-ding-dongs 

had in the satchel.
“From the time our kids are eight 

years old, one thing is ingrained in their 
heads: Beat Mahopac,” a Carmel friend 
of mine told me while the Seahawks were 
spanking Peyton Manning’s Broncos. 
“You don’t know how much it (losing to 
Mahopac) is killing us right now.”     

Yeah, I do: Carmel suffered another 
gut-wrenching loss on account of Janik’s 
death-nail and 29 points from paint-
pounding senior Ryan Simone and 12 
from RJ Martinez, but the Rams have 
always been a resilient bunch. You had the 
sense the Rams are “on the come”, even 
though the Indians wrote the last line in 
another thrilling version of the Hatfields 
vs. McCoys.

“This one was pretty special,” Mahopac 
Coach Kevin Downes said. “Our fans and 
their fans were really fired up for this one, 
more so than usual (with the return of R.J. 
Martinez to his old stomping ground). 

Glenn was struggling with his shot early 
on, but with the game on the line he 
stepped up and hit the big shot. You gotta 
feel good for him.”

Of late, someone wearing the blue and 
gold has usually made the big shot, got 
the big hit or scored the winning TD, but 
it’s always entertaining and you can thank 
each other for that.

Direct 
Rays

Mahopac’s Glenn Janik and Ryan Simone 
celebrate Janik’s game-winning shot last 

Direct Rays/Track Notebook

Runnin’ Rebels Take 4th at County Meet
The Lakeland Panas boys’ track and 

field team has been flying under the radar 
this season until the past two weeks.  The 
4x800 and 4x200 meter relay teams both 
had breakout performances last week 
at the New Balance Game where 300 
plus teams from 10 states competed. The 
Rebels looked to keep the momentum 
going at the prestigious Westchester 
County Championships this weekend and 
did just that at the NYC Armory.

“Based on performances so far this 
season we should have finished any where 
between 10th and 12th, but the kids 
really came in with a purpose today,” L/P 
coach Ryan Johnson said of the fourth-
place Runnin’ Rebels.  “When a Rebel 
was on the track, runway or throwing 
circle, you knew it no matter where you 
were standing in the building.   The kids 
support each other and care about how 
their teammates perform just as much as 
they care about themselves if not more.”

There were several individual 
performances that really stood out at the 

meet.   Junior, Josh Dacres came into the 
meet seeded 10th in the 55 meter dash 
and ran a PR of 6.84 seconds to place 4th 
overall.   Junior, Veeral Shah, placed 3rd 
in the 3200 meter run with a season best 
time of 9:55.  Older brother, Kunal Shah, 
ran an impressive 4:24 1600 meter race to 
place a solid 2nd.  

The culminating events at every track 
meet are always the relays. This is where 
the Rebels truly shined at the County 
Meet.   The 4x800 meter relay team of 
Kunal Shah, Matt Swift, Ziyad Mclean and 
Veeral Shah came in as the top seed by 
over 10 seconds after their run at the New 
Balance Games last weekend.   They had 
a bulls-eye on their backs and they knew 
they would have to give everything they 
had to win. 

“The boys came through in the clutch 
and fended off strong New Rochelle and 
Bronxville teams to win a county title,” 
Johnson said. 

Ten minutes later the 4x200 meter relay 
team wanted to do the same.  

“They came in as underdogs being the 
3rd-seeded team in the county,” Johnson 
said. “The boys have been training for this 
race in particular for a long time.   Their 
preparation and will to win paid off.”

 Rebels anchor leg, Josh Dacres got the 
baton in 3rd place and blazed by Harrison 
and Mount Vernon and never looked back.  

The 4x200 meter relay team of Dacres, JT 
Aggrey, Jason Bingay and Cullen Malzo 
brought home another county title just ten 
minutes after their teammates had done 
the same.   Their time of 1:34.01 qualifies 
them for the National Championship 
meet in March.  They will be making the 
trip with the 4x800 squad who qualified 
last weekend.   The next relay, all though 
not as successful in time or place for the 
Rebels, would be a true test of heart and 
will.  The boys’ 4x400 meter relay was on 
the line another 10 minutes later.   The 
Rebels relay squad would be made up of 
2 runners from the 4x800 and 2 runners 
from the 4x200.   They were all on their 
third race of the day and their second in a 
short period of time.  They stepped up and 
gave left it all on the track!   Josh Dacres, 
Veeral Shah, Kunal Shah and Cullen Malzo 
ran a time of 3:39 to place 5th and score 2 
more points for the Rebels.   Overall, the 
Rebels earned a fourth-place finish out of 
40 teams with 40 points. 

The Lakeland/Panas Runnin’ Rebels finished 
fourth at the Westchester County Meet last 
weekend. 
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Tiger F Jelani Bell-Isaac 
had 12 points for Putnam 
Valley last Friday night, 
but it wasn’t enough as 
the Tigers had their eight-
game win streak snapped 
by host Walter Panas and 
Tyler Mason’s Panthers, 
who hung on for a 46-44 
League I-C victory... see 
Boys’ hoops Notebook

Panas  
Rings Put 
Valley’s Bell
Panthers 
Edge 
Tigers, 
46-44
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