
By Kerry Barger and David Propper 
Schools boards across Putnam mulled 

the passage of a property tax exemption 
for veterans by public hearing this past 
week in lieu of New York State’s Feb. 28 
deadline.

Formerly, veterans could only seek 
exemptions on their town and county 
property taxes. A bill amended by the 
state last December now affords school 
districts the option to decrease school 
taxes for wartime and combat veterans, 
as well as those with service-connected 
disabilities.

Veterans who served during a period 
of war could see up to a 15 percent 
decrease on their school tax bill, with an 

additional 10 percent for men and women 
who served in a combat zone. Those 
with service-related disabilities could be 
entitled to an additional reduction up to 
50 percent.

These exemptions are set as state 
defaults, with boards having the ability to 
either increase or decrease these levels by 
an additional vote.

Since the bill does not lower a town’s tax 
levy, the reductions would be redistributed 
to non-veteran taxpayers. According to 
a presentation made interim business 
official James Reese at Brewster’s Feb. 
11 board meeting, 326 Putnam County 
veterans currently seek basic exemptions 

By David Propper
The line of mourners extending around 

the block in frigid weather last Friday 
afternoon summed up how many people 
Peter Creegan affected during his time in 
the Lower Hudson Valley. 

With parking hard to find, friends, 
family, and colleagues paid their final 
respects to Creegan, the recognized and 
well respected union leader involved in the 
new Tappan Zee Bridge project who died 
after falling off his roof in Mahopac Falls. 

The business agent with Ornamental 
Ironworkers Local 580 and vice president 
of the Buildings and Construction Trades 
Council Of Westchester and Putnam 
Counties was 52-years-old. 

Creegan also ran for the Carmel Town 
Board in 2010, but the Democrat lost.

Mourners at his wake rattled off a 
long list of admirable qualities Creegan 
possessed. 

Mahopac resident and member of the 

Carmel Democratic Committee Marc 
Pekowsky described Creegan as someone 
who was always generous with his time 
and energy.  

“A guy that you could count on for just 
about anything,” Pekowsky said. “Certainly 
when the chips were down, when the times 
were tough, he was one of the first people 
you could call and you knew that he would 
be there for you.”

Brooklyn resident Gloria Mele and her 
husband drove two hours to Yorktown 
Funeral Home to see Creegan one last 
time. The two knew him from his union 
work. When she and her husband heard 
that Creegan was in critical condition after 
he’d fallen, it “broke our hearts.”

Coworker and friend of more than 30 
years Pat Blaine said Creegan was like 
family to him. 

“He was a good man and he was good 
to a lot of people in this room here,” Blaine 
said.

Michael Carriere, who knew Creegan 
for 15 years said the scene at the wake 
was very similar to what he witnessed 
at the hospital with countless friends 
and coworkers lining up to say a final 
goodbye. 

“It was just chaotic,” he said. 
“Everyone was concerned. Like I said he 
touched a lot of people’s lives.”

“He’s more like a brother to me than 
a coworker,” Carriere said of his death. 
“Just took me down to my knees.”

When he ran for the Carmel town 
board, he pointed to his leadership 
qualities as a way he’d bring cohesiveness 
to achieve consensus and balance 
for the town government. If he were 
elected, Creegan would have been the 
first Democrat in many years to serve 
on the board.

“I think you need some balance, 
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In celebration of George Washington’s 
birthday, the doors will be open at  51-59 
Root Avenue, Southeast, for a walking tour 
of  the 3,944 sqft. farmhouse famous for 
having housed General George Washington 
while his soldiers camped in the yard.

Between the hours of 9 a.m. and noon 
on Wednesday, February 19th, a living re-
enactment will be hosted by Angela Briante, 
Broker for Briante Realty Group. Breakfast 
will be served and period attire will be 
worn with great enthusiasm. Numerous 
documents over the years indicate that 
General George Washington visited the 
farm several times on his many trips from 
Hartford, CT to West Point and Fishkill. 

The large two-story homestead, currently 
on the market for $375,000, was originally 
built by Moses Fowler in 1740 to house 
his family which numbered fourteen.  The 
Fowler family lived on the land since before 
the reign of King George.   A plaque stands 
on the property that reads: Fowler House 
on Old North Road, Built by Moses Fowler, 
Washington often stayed here on his way 
from WestPoint  to Connecticut, 1974.

It has been written that the soldiers 
were fed  through the pantry window. The 
fireplace in the large kitchen still houses 
the original brick bread oven. The original 
trim work, stagecoach mounting block, 
dumbwaiter, spring- fed well and hitching 
posts are still intact.  With a little “TLC” 
this  17-room home complete with  5 
bedrooms and 8 fireplaces  is a real gem.  
There is also a legal 2-bedroom apartment 
on the property. Other permitted and 
special uses may be accommodated with 
town approval. 

Briante Realty Group, LLC. is a NYS 
Licensed Residential and Commercial Real 
Estate Brokerage. For more information 
or if you would like to come to this event 
please call 845.225.2020 or email info@
branterealtygroup.com. 

with 322 collecting combat discounts and 
62 receiving service-connected disability 
reductions.

Because the amount is based off a town’s 
average assessed value of a home, this 
would add $27.87 to a non-veteran’s tax 
bill in Brewster and $17.54 for Southeast 
residents.

The bill passed with the school board in 
full agreement, with another meeting set 
to decide whether to increase or decrease 
the exemptions on Feb. 25.

At the Carmel Board of Education 

meeting the same night, residents, board 
members and school officials almost 
unanimously supported the basic tax 
exemption for veterans, noting the 
sacrifices each vet in Putnam made for 
their country.

A resolution for the basic maximum 
exemption was passed 7-0, with each 
board member explaining how easy their 
decision was.

“I can’t think of a more deserving group 
to give an exemption,” board member 
Heyam Nesheiwat said. “I’m definitely in 
favor of it.”

“It’s something they’ve earned over time 
in recognition for what they’ve done,” 
board member Eric Mittelstadt added.

The district had a straw poll and robotic 
calls go out, in addition to the public 
hearing to get community input.

During the public hearing, a small 
handful spoke in favor of the exemption.

Local veteran Karl Rohde said after 
the meeting he and other veterans didn’t 
know whether the tax exemption was 
going to be accepted because it could 
put non-military neighbors against those 
who served. He quickly added he thought 

the exemption was compensation “long 
deserved and we’re finally getting it.”

Rohde added for many years, veterans 
have been lobbying New York State to 
extend the option of an exemption for 
school taxes, in addition to the current 
town taxes. He said it’s an issue that has 
been on the veterans’ agenda for a while.  

School officials pointed out the 
exemption would not have an effect on 
the tax levy or reduction of any programs 
because other tax paying residents are 
picking up the tab. If the board wants to 
pursue a higher level of exemption, it can 
do so at a later date.

continued from page 1
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By David Propper
After a discussion during a recent 

Protective Services Committee meeting, 
Putnam County legislators determined 
there is no need to expand the county 
correction facility located in Carmel. 

During a Feb. 11 meeting, jail 
administrator Patrick O’Malley 
recommended to legislators Roger Gross 
of District 6, Dini LoBue of District 8 and 
Kevin Wright of District 9 that attempting 
to construct more space for the female 

population of the jail would not be worth 
the expense associated with it. 

O’Malley noted the female inmate 
population continues to rise, but the 
cost of expanding the jail would not 
be effective. Right now, the overflow of 
female inmate population is boarded at 
other neighboring county jails.

“Having toured the jail I know the 
female population had been crowded, 
I know it’s an issue” Gross said. “But it 
seems cost effective to continue the way 

we’re going.”
Gross said there is a plan at the jail to 

expand for more beds, but it would only 
be changing the footprint of the facility, 
rather than building more onto the jail.

Undersheriff Peter Convery said that 
if the jail was expanded, it would also 
mean the sheriff ’s office would have to 
hire more personnel to look over the 
additional parts. 

Right now, it cost about $130 per 
day to house one inmate at the Putnam 

Correctional Facility. When the county 
boards, it typically costs $85 per day for 
one inmate, O’Malley said. 

After the meeting, O’Malley said the 
county uses multiple facilities to house 
the inmates, depending on how much 
room each one has.

“At this time frame, we don’t believe 
it would be beneficial to try to expand 
the jail,” he said. “The costs are lower 
by boarding the prisoners up there right 
now.”

By Pat Casey 
Despite conjecture by the New 

York press and regional politicos 
expressing their ‘knowledgeable’ 
opinions, it looks like everyone 
is going to have to wait until 
at least the end of February for 
confirmation about whether or not 
Westchester County Executive Rob 
Astorino, a Republican, intends to 
run for governor against incumbent 
Democrat Andrew Cuomo.

An article in the February 10 New 
York Post quoted State Conservative 
Party Chairman Mike Long as saying 
Rob Astorino is going to run for 
governor and that Long is ready to 
back him.

The Post article further notes that 
Donald Trump, who has been toying 
with the idea of a run for governor, 
will soon step down.

At the same time, a new website 
www.robastorino.com clearly says it 
is “Paid for by Robert Astorino for 
Governor” and asks: “Is New York 
winning or is New York losing?” 
The site provides information about 
Astorino’s policies and work in 
Westchester County and provides 
a button to a page for campaign 
contributions.

Despite the positive support, 
efforts to raise funds, and rhetoric by 
Astorino himself that he is seriously 
considering the idea, confirmation is 

still at bay.
When asked by Examiner Media 

what Astorino’s intentions are, 
campaign manager William O’Reilly 
had this to say: “County Executive 
Astorino is at this point leaning 
toward running for governor. He’ll 
make a final decision in the next few 
weeks. This is a natural extension of 
his work as county executive. There 
is a vacuum sucking money out of 
Westchester and other counties, and 
the plug is in Albany. Until Albany 
gets real about reforming taxes and 
spending, the extraordinary tax 
burden we all face will continue to 
grow. Something has to be done.” 

No Expansion Planned for Putnam County Prison

Astorino Not Quite Ready to Confirm Run for Governor

Westchester County Executive Rob Astorino
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By David Propper 
Mahopac High School teacher Heather 

McArdle knows the importance of science 
for young students. 

With a global competition to cultivate 
the brightest students, it’s known that 
the United States continues to lag behind 
other countries in the world of science. 
McArdle understands, though, how 
crucial good science students are to the 
future of the nation. 

“It’s what we do as a society that is 
based on the understanding of the world 
around us,” she said. “Whether it’s the next 
Superstorm Sandy, or the storm tomorrow 
or it’s the next volcanic eruption, we need 
to be able to understand what the real 
problems are.”

It’s that passion and wealth of knowledge 
that helped McArdle win a prestigious 
award recently, putting Mahopac on the 
national stage. McArdle was named the 
2014 American Association of Petroleum 
Geologists (AAPG) Teacher of the Year 
in late January. She was recognized 
and honored at a Feb. 11 school board 
meeting. 

McArdle nominated herself and put in 
her application after carefully reviewing 
everything. After she submitted it, it 
then went to the sectional level of the 
AAPG, which then nominated her for the 
national level award. 

The process started all the way back in 

August. By the time she won the award, 
McArdle was in a state of disbelief. She’ll 
receive the actual award in April.

This year, McArdle teaches every high 
school grade level and three different 
courses. 

“They have to be able to think using 
facts and evidence and to be able to vote 
effectively as citizens,” McArdle said. 
“That’s the biggest, most overarching 
approach I take toward teaching in a 
classroom.”

“No matter what level or what age,” she 
went on to say. “We need to stress science 
literacy, we need to stress evidence over 
fear and we really need to have future 
citizens be able to vote knowing what 
terms or evidence exist.”

McArdle started a program in 2007, a 
college geology course, in which students 
can receive three college level credits 
through SUNY Oneonta. 

McArdle proudly notes a high 
percentage of students from that class go 
on to geosciences in college and careers. 

While McArdle describes herself a 
“geologist at heart,” becoming a teacher 
is something she always wanted to do. 
Her father was a chemistry teacher and 
her mother was a reading teacher and 
the two always stressed science literacy to 
McArdle growing up. 

Mahopac Superintendent Thomas 
Manko describes McArdle as a “master 

teacher.” 
He also noted how McArdle does an 

exceptional job of motivating students to 
get interested in geology, a subject that 
might not catch the attention of many.

Manko also said she is able to connect 
the content of the courses she teaches 
with real world experiences. 

Manko said, “She makes it fun.” 
The AAPG Foundation was established 

in 1967 with the primary goal of providing 

a source of funding for educational, 
charitable and scientific objectives, which 
directly and indirectly benefit the geologic 
profession and the general public. The 
Teacher of the Year award honors that 
intention by giving this accolade to the 
heart of geoscience educational initiatives 
– grades K-12. The Teacher of the Year 
Award began in 1996 and has since 
honored 17 outstanding earth science 
teachers across the country.

Mahopac HS Teacher Wins National Level Award

continued from page 1

PROVIDED BY HEATHER MCARDLE
Teacher Heather McArdle takes a photo with school board president Raymond Cote and high school 
principal Adam Pease at a recent board meeting. 
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By David Propper 
New York State’s “three-headed” attack 

on school districts is set to make the 
Carmel budget process a difficult one, 
school officials pointed out at a Feb. 11 
school board meeting.

With the gap elimination assessment, 
the tax levy cap, and unfunded and 
underfunded mandates, the school 
district warned parents and other 
community members tough choices 
might have to be made when constructing 
next year’s budget. 

“These three items are probably as 
devastating to our operation as anyone 
could imagine,” superintendent Dr. James 
Ryan said.

Right now, during a preliminary budget 
presentation, Ryan said the district would 
have to close a $2.97 million gap in order 
to stay within the state mandated tax cap.  

“It’s a pretty significant number,” Ryan 
said of the gap. “And I’ll let it sink in for 
a moment because it really does present 
our challenge. What do we do to address 
the gap?”

In order to maintain current operations, 
the district would have to spend $118.7 
million, but under the tax cap, it can only 
budget for $115.7 million. This school 
year, operating costs are $113.6 million. 

Ryan said many of the rising costs are 
from factors the district cannot control 
like pension contributions, healthcare 

expenses, and collective bargaining 
agreements. 

Right now, the district plans to reduce 
multiple costs to stay under the cap, 
including a whopping $1.8 million from 
instruction. Other areas that won’t be as 
affected, but still hit hard, are equipment, 
services, administration, support staff 
and programs. 

Carmel schools are set to get more 
than $24 million in state aid from Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s proposed state budget, 

but that could change depending on what 
the state legislature wants to do.

Still, since the 2008-09 school year, 
Carmel has lost more than $13.3 million 
in state aid.

Ryan stressed the gap of $2.97 million 
could change by the time April comes 
around and is just a preliminary number. 

“We could have some changes to the 
state aid number that was originally 
posted,” Ryan said. “The track there has 
been OK for us, but there’s no guarantee.” 

By David Propper 
While a public hearing on the Putnam 

Lake Park District only brought a few 
comments, the Patterson Town Board 
opted to keep the hearing open for its 
next meeting. 

Last Wednesday, the town board heard 
comments about a local law change; 
with the major change being how many 
residents can sit on the advisory board 
for that district, supervisor Michael 
Griffin said. Originally, the law allowed 
for the advisory board to have seven 
members, but the change would reduce 
that number to five members. 

Currently the Putnam Lake Park 
District board has just five members 
because it couldn’t fill the other two seats, 
which has made the board realize it can 
work effectively with just five, Griffin 
said.

The board has been in existence for one 
year and seven members have been part 
of the board, but only five at the same 
time.

Dede Lifgren, the chairperson of the 
board said it was put together in order 
for residents to help the lake. She said the 
current five-person board is a “good fit.”

“I don’t think good managing is 

necessarily the number of people,” she 
said. “But just good managers, especially 
when we had to do things really quickly.”

During public comment, three 
residents addressed the Lake District 
changes.

Resident Deb Lawler said she is 
concerned too much responsibility is 
placed on the chairperson for various 
areas in the district, rather than delegating 
out to possibly six other members. Lawler 
added she thought it might tie the hands 
of future boards, which may want seven 
members to lessen the burden of overall 
work.

Marguerite Shortt said a seven-person 
board would be able to better reach out to 
the community. 

“It’s difficult for five people,” she said. 
“There’s just so much work to do.”

Patterson’ next town board meeting is 
Feb. 26 starting at 7 p.m. at town hall. 

School Officials Foresee Challenges During Budget Season

Patterson Holds Public Hearing About Putnam Lake Park District 

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Superintendent Dr. James Ryan and Board President Richard Kreps sit during last week’s Carmel board 
meeting.
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some different points of view on certain 
issues, and the ability to work with various 
different points of view to try to form a 
consensus and find what’s best for the 
town,” said Creegan at the time, according 
to a past article in The Putnam Examiner. 

Chairman of the Carmel Democratic 
Committee, Bernie Kosberg said Creegan 
was a “bright and extraordinary capable 
leader.”

“He knew how to get things done,” 
Kosberg said. “And strongly believed in 
family and community.”

Creegan leaves behind his wife, 
Claudine, a teacher, and their daughter 
Lauren, a senior at Pace University. He 
was a graduate of Somers High School 
and of Cornell University Industrial Labor 
Relations Program. He lived in Mahopac 
for almost 20 years. 

Creegan 
Remembered 
After Injuries 
Result in Tragic 
Death
continued from page 1
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By David Propper 
New York State Sen. and Republican 

Greg Ball came under fire last week 
from politicians on the other side of 
the aisle for a statement he issued 
about New York City Mayor Bill de 
Blasio’s plan to provide identification 
cards to immigrants who enter the 
country illegally. 

Last Wednesday, Ball in a statement 
said the proposal to provide ID cards 
to illegal immigrants would bring a 
threat to New York City and dubbed 
the plan the “de Blasio Terrorist 
Empowerment Act.”

“This extreme Mayor’s proposal, 
joined by efforts in the New York 
State Senate to provide New York 
State driver’s licenses to illegals,” part 
of the statement read, “will simply 
provide a mask to those seeking to 
harm the United States.”

Ball concluded by stating ID cards 
for illegal immigrants would be a 
“homeland security nightmare.”

Soon after, multiple political heads 
and lawmakers condemned Ball’s 
statement. 

Wednesday afternoon, Working 
Families Party (WFP) Hudson 
Political Director Ari Kamen issued 
a statement that read, “Shame on 
Greg Ball for his deplorable anti-
immigrant comments essentially 

describing the Mayor of New York 
City as an accomplice to terrorists.  
Senator Ball has spent his career 
vilifying hardworking immigrants 
who come to America for a better life. 
The Mayor’s ID proposal is a humane 
way for society to treat its residents.”

Later that week, the WFP formally 
endorsed Democrat Justin Wagner 
who is running for Ball’s senate 
seat, which it also did when Wagner 
ran and lost in 2012. Ball has yet to 
announce his political plans for next 
election. 

In an interview Kamen said the last 
few years Ball has said “some pretty 
insane things.” 

When talking about the ID card 
program that New York City would 
implement, Kamen said similar 
programs have been effective in other 
major cities like Los Angeles and San 
Francisco. He added that ID cards 
for undocumented workers have 
resulted in better relations with law 
enforcement agencies.   

He went on to say the ID cards would 
allow them to open bank accounts, 
sign leases, have library cards and 
other opportunities every American 
resident should be afforded. 

Kamen also said he doesn’t believe 
issuing the ID cards would be a 
national security threat. 

In a statement, 
State Sen. 
Jose Peralta, a 
Democrat from 
Queens who 
sponsored a 
proposed bill for 
drivers’ licenses 
for immigrants 
at the state level 
called Ball’s 
rhetoric “anti-
immigrant” and 
said the ID cards 
in the city and 
drivers’ licenses 
at the state level 
would be met with 
approval from 
the Department 
of Homeland 
Security. 

“Lumping these hard-working 
immigrants in with terrorists is 
the worst kind of irresponsibility,” 
Peralta stated. 

On Friday, Ball in an interview said 
he wasn’t surprised by the blowback 
and didn’t back down. 

Ball said on 9-11, 19 of the 
hijackers had over 300 aliases and 
identifications by going to states 
with relaxed ID laws, which is why 
congress passed the Read ID Act. 

“It’s dangerous,” Ball said. “It’s just 
dangerous.”

When asked if he thought he was 
expressing anti-immigration, Ball 
responded that he is pro-immigration, 
as long as it’s done legally, and wants 
to secure the border, rather than the 
government facilitating the flow of 
undocumented workers.

Ball said, “It’s patently unfair to the 
7 million legal immigrants, with an 
“L”, waiting in line right now to get 
into this country legally.”

PROVIDED BY BALL STAFF
A past photo of  Ball debating on the NY State Senate Chamber. 

Ball’s Take on Illegal Immigrant ID Cards Stirs Controversy
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Across
1 Behave
4 Hobby shop buy
7 Dupes
10 ``___ walks in beauty’’
11 Tokyo, formerly
12 Breakfast grain
13 Pretzel maker or Yorktown Street
15 Your of yore
16 Pants
18 Of the wrist
21 Many millennia
24 Fan’s sound
25 Steinway creation
26 Challenge for a barber
27 In Putnam, a farm and a beer, 
Tilly _____
28 Move in a circle
30 Asian language
32 Insatiable greed for riches
36 Pointy-eared little person
37 Deck (out)
38 Big galoot
39 Clodhopper
40 Earlier than, to poets
41 Small cask or barrel

Down
1 Remains of a blaze
2 Tea
3 Big conference in the BCS
4 Body armor fiber
5 Standard of excellence
6 Metal necklace
7 Tough position to be in (2 words)

8 Expression of surprise
9 Mudhole
14 Fish hawk
17 ___ roll
18 Welsh valley
19 That’s it!
20 End the call
22 “__ Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest”
23 Trondheim nation, abbr.
25 Creamy soup
27 Vouchsafe
29 Give four stars to, say
30 MGM mascot
31 Cotton Belt state: Abbr.
33 Type
34 Signal
35 Bird in the making
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John F. Von Essen
John F. Von Essen, age 68, of 

Poughquag, formerly of Carmel, died 
Wednesday, February 5, at his home. 
Mr. Von Essen was born April 4, 1945 
in Mahopac, to William A. and Virginia 
(Adams) Von Essen. He was graduated 
from Carmel High School in 1963 and 
had served in the Marines Corps from 
1964 until 1970. Serving two tours 
in Vietnam. Mr. Von Essen married 
Doreen McSpedon on October 9, 1969 
in Las Vegas. Mr. Von Essen was part 
owner and operator of William Von 
Essen & Sons of Patterson, a Boar’s 
Head Provisions company for 26 years. 
Mr. Von Essen was an ordained minister 
with the Rise-Up Christian Fellowship 
in Kent. More recently, John belonged 
to the Full Gospel Center in LaGrange. 
Through the years, he had serviced the 
hungry in Poughkeepsie and in Santo 
Domingo, as well as, financing and 
overseeing the construction of a church 
in Las Caobas, Santo Domingo, through 
his Ministry Jehova Proveera Ministries 
Inc. It was his family, however, that 
brought him his greatest joy. Besides his 
wife Doreen of 44 years, he is survived 
by two daughters, Angela Von Essen 
of Hopewell Jct., NY and her children 
Destiny and Mia and Jacqueline Von 
Essen – Brown and her husband Cpt. 
Carlos Brown of Evans Mills, and their 
children, Ariela and Carlos; a brother, 
William Von Essen and his wife Judy 
of The Villages, Florida and a sister, 
Patricia Dazi of Stormville; Three 
brothers-in-laws, George McSpedon of 
Wappingers Falls, Walter McSpedon of 
Carmel, and Gregory Handy of Pleasant 
Valley, a sister-in-law Christine 
McSpedon of the Hamptons. He also 
leaves behind 7 nieces and 6 nephews 
and 5 great nieces and 6 great nephews.

Lucy A. Buzzutto
Lucy A. Buzzutto, of Patterson, died 

Tuesday February 11, at Putnam Ridge 
Nursing Home. She was 84 years old. 
Lucy was born on June 22, 1929 in White 
Plains, daughter to the late Dominic & 
Sheila (Kerwin) Altamuro. She attended 
White Plains High School. In 1967 Mrs. 
Buzzutto moved to Patterson. Lucy met 
the love of her life Howard Buzzutto in 
1948 and the two married in 1950. Lucy 
had a passion for taking care of her 
family that extended beyond outings 
and Sunday night dinners. She had a 
knack for making you feel like family, 
her heart and home were always open 
no matter who you were. She enjoyed 
the company of pets, NY Mets games, 
and bowling leagues with her husband. 
In addition to her loving husband 
Howard she is survived by her daughter; 
Kathleen and her husband Richard Rapp 
of Brewster, 3 grandchildren; Keith 

Sposato, Duane Buzzutto and Cody 
Rapp, 2 great grandchildren; Joseph 
Sposato and Angelina Rapp, and her 
brother Joseph Altamuro of Peekskill. 
She was predeceased by her daughter 
Sheila Buzzutto in 2004.

Raffeala Frances Drago
Raffeala Frances (Rae) Drago of 

Somers, formerly of New Rochelle, 
died on February 11. Raffeala was born 
in Brooklyn, on February 14, 1926 to 
Pasquale and Frances Bernaudo. She 
is predeceased by Ralph, her loving 
husband of 40 years. She is survived by 
her daughters Christine Lowe (Jim) of 
Somers and  Jacqueline Ghirardi (Steve) 
of Yorktown Heights, a son Frank 
Drago (Heidi) of Hingham, Mass.and 
six grandchildren, Jennifer and Ryan 
Lowe, Kristen and Allison Ghirardi, and 
Lauren and Michael Drago.

Norman J. Guenthner
Norman J. Guenthner, (Micky) age 

89, of Somers, died at Putnam Hospital 
Center on Wednesday, February 12, 
2014. Mr. Guenthner was born July 14, 
1924 in Keansbury, NJ. He was the son 
of the late John Norman and Catherine 
(Hawkins) Guenthner. On November 
12, 1949 he married Eva Sauper in Bronx. 
Eva predeceased Norman on May 18, 
1986. He served in the US Army during 
World War II, receiving a purple heart. 
He was employed by I.B.M. in Harrison 
as a systems analyst and retired after 32 
years of service. Norman enjoyed sailing 
and vacationing to Florida. He was an 
avid Yankee fan. Norman is survived by 
two sons; Dennis (Karen) of Brewster, 
and Gary (Sharon) of Wingdale; four 
grandchildren; Justine, Sheri, Gary, Jr. 
and Gabrielle.

Denise Marie Polchinski
Denise Marie Polchinski, age 47, of 

Mahopac died February 14th. Born 
in the Bronx, she moved to Putnam 
County with her parents at the age of 
three. She was a 1984 graduate of Walter 
Panas High School, and later received 
an Associate’s Degree from Westchester 
Community College, and went on to 
Mercy College, where she graduated 
with distinction as a paralegal. She 
started her career working for the NYS 
Special Narcotics Prosecutors Office 
in Manhattan. She has worked for the 
past seven years as a Teaching Assistant 
with the Mahopac School District. 
She was the secretary of the Mahopac 
Teaching Assistant Association. She 
also worked at Pine Grove Country Day 
Care and School. She is survived by her 
husband of 20 years Mark Polchinski of 
Mahopac, three loving daughters, Amy 
Polchinski, Laura Polchinski and Tara 
Polchinski, all of Mahopac, her parents 
Alfred and Angela James of Quinby, 
Virginia, Uncle and Aunt, Richard and 
Marjorie Chaisty of Somers, an Uncle 
Edwin Dietz of Eastville and cousins 
Mariann and Kevin Dwyer of Mahopac  
and Edwin and Annemarie Dietz of 
New Windsor.

Dominick Squillante
Dominick Squillante of Mahopac 

died on Feb. 14.  Dominick was born 
in Italy on July 2, 1921 to Nunzio & Ida 
Squillante.  Dominick’s family came 
to the United States when he was four 
months old. They settled in the Harlem 
section of New York City.  He married 
the late Angelina Mitacchione on 
January 14, 1944.  Dominick is survived 
by his daughter Ida Cippoletti, son 
Nunzio Squillante (Debbie), brothers 
Martin & Nunzio Squillante,  sisters 
Josephine Mackey & Fanny Vaccarino.  
Also survived by five grandchildren & 
five great grandchildren. Predeceased 
by his wife Angelina and his sister 
Minnie Lugo. 
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It’s late and I’m sitting in my 
easy chair, comfy cozy with my 
comforter pulled up from my 
toes to my chest, protecting 
me from a cold winter’s night. 
My half glasses resting on the 
bridge of my nose, making me 
look like old man Silas Marner, 
I’m squinting into my laptop, 
happy as a clam in my not-
so-humble abode, happy to 
be working on a project I love 
doing. Yes, life is good, life is 
perfect, safe and secure.

Suddenly, I hear a warning 
buzz, then ominous silence. 
Then, the sound of a skillful 
landing nearby, unseen. I look 
around with trepidation. Is it on the 
lampshade? The end table? The side of 
my chair? Oh my God, could it be on 
ME?  I see nothing. Silence.

Maybe that nasty little creature with 
the primitive shield on its back slithered 
into some crack in the space between 
the flooring and the wall. Or better yet, 
maybe I was just imagining the whizzing 
sound and landing? Still nothing.

Then there’s an itch on my calf. I reach 
down to scratch it, but the itch seems to 
have moved to my lower thigh. Oh my 
God, it’s crawling up my leg! I scream, 

more piercing than a little girl 
on a roller coaster. I jump up 
and pull down my pants, sliding 
across the floor in my stocking 
feet, trying to inspect my legs, 
front, back and side. 

My wife runs in, startled 
at the sight of me, hardly the 
image of Tom Cruise in “Risky 
Business.”  

“What AM I doing?” she 
asked? 

I look at her incredulously. 
I don’t need to speak. It’s the 
drama, the fear, the dread of 
that pestilence that most of us 
find within the inner sanctum 
of our homes this winter: the 

invasion of the stink bug. 
We do so much to secure our homes 

from an intruder or the elements, yet 
there’s always something, usually small 
and seemingly harmless, yet disgusting, 
that can sneak in and scare the hell out of 
us. Do any of us really like to see a spider 
with a big ugly sack lurking around in our 
bathrooms. Or how about that tiny little 
field mouse scurrying across the kitchen 
floor from under the kitchen range. 

And when we’re in the attic late at 
night looking for that file and we hear 
something that sounds like the flapping 

of a bat’s wings, aren’t we certain we’ll 
be grabbed by our hair and never let go? 
Heck, in the dead of summer, it can be as 
tiny as a mosquito that lights on our arm 
and suddenly the biggest bruiser of a guy 
is defenseless against a creature so small 
that you can’t even see it.

But the invader of the moment, the 
pestilence that everybody is talking about 
but few seem to be able to do anything 
about, is the stink bug.  

“You just have to wait until spring,” my 
wife advised. “Then they just go away.  
They just need to be warm in the winter.” 

Great, I think to myself. So that’s why 
I’m paying $700 a month in heating bills, 
so I can keep the disgusting critters warm 
and scream when they crawl up my leg.

“Don’t worry,” she said while 
comforting me, “I hear that they hatch 
just once every 17 years.”

“Where did you hear that?” I asked.  
My research yields nothing. 

“Oh, just something I heard someplace,” 
she responded in her usual scientific way. 

“Isn’t that some other insect you’re 
talking about, maybe the locusts? Or 
wasn’t it the birds in that Alfred Hitchcock 
film?” I asked.

For now, I learned that there are only 
two remedies. You can simply seal every 
crack and crevice in your home to keep 

them from getting in. But, considering 
that I live in a 275-year-old home, I 
would have to cover my entire house in 
an air-tight tarp like the kind they used in 
“Breaking Bad” when they were cooking 
crystal meth inside. 

The other alternative is to use a small 
trap I’ve seen online with an electric light 
inside. It seems that the little stinkers are 
attracted to light. But why would they 
go to a tiny electric light in a small box 
when they have every big light bulb in 
my house around which they party every 
night? 

If I took the time, I suppose I could call 
my pest control service, but to date my 
method to get rid of my stinky visitors, 
which gives me tremendous, almost 
sadistic satisfaction, is to take them on 
one by one, mano a mano, with a tissue 
and squash them flat.  

Oh, but when you do that, I should 
mention that stink bugs tend to stink.

Bill Primavera is a Residential and 
Commercial Realtor® associated with 
Coldwell Banker, as well as a publicist 
and journalist who writes regularly as The 
Home Guru. For questions about home 
maintenance or to engage him to help you 
buy or sell a home, he can be emailed at 
Bill@TheHomeGuru.com or called directly 
at 914-522-2076.

It’s a Bird, it’s a Plane, No, it’s a Stink Bug!

Globalization 
has homogenized 
much of the 
American 
landscape. From 
“American” cars 
incorporating 
foreign parts, to 
“foreign” cars 
incorporating 
American-
made parts and 

assembled in the United States, a blurred 
line has developed over the past 50 years 
between American made and American 
inspired. An iPhone is American inspired 
but substantially produced and assembled 
overseas. 

Another seeming anomaly is American 
cuisine. We’ve evolved from emulating the 
recipes and cooking methods of French 
and Italian chefs to creating a uniquely 
American cuisine based on the locavore 
movement.

It was with this global perspective that 
I read of the recent White House State 
Dinner for 350 guests held last week 
in honor of French President François 
Hollande. The White House decision on a 
theme for the State Dinner must have been 
rather vexing. What themed recipes and 
ingredients for each of the four courses? 
Which wines to pair with each course?

For the food: Should the inspiration be 
a French gastronomic icon, well known 
to Americans and French alike? Perhaps 

Auguste Escoffier, the early 
20th century developer 
and proponent of modern 
French cuisine?

Or should the 
inspiration be an 
American whose skills 
were honed on classic 
French cooking and then 
blossomed into a successful and famous 
restaurateur? Perhaps Thomas Keller of 
The French Laundry and Per Se fame? 

And what of the wines?
Should the inspiration be the classic 

French wines I’ve presented in previous 
columns? Bordeaux? Burgundy? Wines 
considered the epitome of fine dining 
accompaniments. 

Should the inspiration be American 
wines emulating French blends and styles? 

Or should the inspiration be American 
wines made by French immigrants, 
exemplifying the mosaic of our culture 
and history?

It seems the White House considered 
each of these options and designed a menu 
that attempted to represent an amalgam 
of ingredients and pairings that evoked 
the crux of America’s French influence 
and its melting pot diversity.

Let me know what you think of the 
menu:  

First course: American Osetra Caviar 
paired with quail eggs from Pennsylvania 
and a dozen varieties of potatoes from 
farms in New York, Idaho and California 

(but no Freedom Fries). 
The wine: 2011 Morlet 

Family Vineyards, La 
Proportion Doree from 
Napa Valley. The Morlet 
family are fourth generation 
French winemakers 
who immigrated to the 
United States nearly two 

decades ago. The wine is a blend of classic 
Bordeaux white grapes. 

Mission accomplished? French classic 
ingredients, deconstructed American 
style; wine crisp and complementary. Yes.

Second course: a salad of petite radishes 
and baby carrots on a bed of merlot lettuce 
and splashed with red-wine vinaigrette. 
(A “tribute” to the First Lady’s White 
House Kitchen Garden plantings.) 

The wine: a bit more of the La 
Proportion Doree.

Mission accomplished? The salad is 
perfect for the season and has a French 
aesthetic, but a separate American wine 
should have been featured. No.

Main course: Dry-aged rib eye beef 
from Greeley, Colo., paired with an 
artisanal Vermont blue cheese, charred 
shallots, oyster mushrooms and braised 
chard.

The wine: 2009 Long Shadows 
Vintners, Chester-Kidder Red Blend 
from Washington State. Winemaker 
Gilles Nicault is another transplanted 
Frenchman plying his trade in the New 
World since 1994, to critical acclaim. The 

blend of Cabernet Sauvignon (50 percent), 
Syrah (28 percent) and Petit Verdot (17 
percent) pays tribute to Bordeaux with a 
uniquely American twist (Syrah). 

Mission accomplished? Steak is not a 
French staple, but the blue cheese fits the 
bill. The wine pairing is par excellence and 
French inspired. Yes, by a small margin. 

Dessert course: chocolate (from Hawaii) 
malted cake and Florida tangerines, served 
with vanilla ice cream from Pennsylvania. 

The wine: NV Thibaut-Jannison Blanc 
de Chardonnay sparkling wine from 
Virginia. Winemaker and partner Claude 
Thibaut was born and raised in the 
Champagne region. He settled in Virginia 
in 2003 to produce a high-end sparkling 
wine.

Mission accomplished? A valiant effort 
to rival French desserts, but falls a bit 
short. However, sparkling wine paired 
with chocolate is always a winner. Yes.

Overall, post-dinner reports were 
complimentary. For social media 
devotees. Michelle’s gown was fab and 
François came solo.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

Planning the Meal For a White House State Dinner
You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
By Nick Antonaccio
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By Janine Bowen
Although the weather outside has 

been cold and snowy, summer will be 
here soon, which means schools will 
be out and camps will be in session. 

Parents may already know of some 
good camps or where they’re sending 
their children this summer, but what 
they may not know is that the nonprofit 
American Camp Association (ACA) 
offers free services to help match a 
child with an accredited camp that 
meets each family’s needs. 

“There are camps that can fit just 
about anybody’s requirements…and 
I think it’s something that, without 
getting some type of advice from 
somebody who knows camp, it’s very 
difficult for some people to make 
the decision, or sadly, they make the 
wrong decision,” said ACA Director of 
Camper Placement Renee Flax. 

Flax has worked at the ACA for 
16 years, and her sole job is to help 
parents find the right camp for their 

child. She speaks with parents to 
get an idea of what they and their 
child are looking for. Flax not only 
considers factors such as budget and 
type of camp, but also the personality 
and hobbies of a child to help find 
a good match. In addition, she can 
also help parents find camps that will 
accommodate dietary or religious 
needs. 

Flax said finding a camp can be 
a confusing process. Oftentimes, 
parents get overwhelmed trying to 
figure out subtle differences between 
programs. She also acknowledged 
that a lot of parents are unaware of 
many of the options available to them 
when choosing a camp. For example, 
most parents do not know that many 
accredited camps offer tours as well as 
“Rookie Days” where children can try 
out a camp for a day. 

“That’s something that most people 
don’t even think about or know is 
available to them,” Flax said.

She stressed that parents need to do 
their homework when searching for 
a camp. She said too many families 
choose a camp based on the advice 
of other parents, but don’t consider 
the differences between children that 
could make a camp a good fit for one 
youngster and not the other. 

Flax also warned parents that if they 
aren’t looking at accredited camps they 
will need to be very careful during 
their research process. Currently, 
the ACA is the only organization 
that accredits camps. There are more 
than 300 criteria needed to gain 
accreditation. 

“We are ensuring the public that 
[these] camps are living up to the 
highest standards that any camp can 
live up to,” Flax said. “It’s like the 
Good Housekeeping seal of approval 
for camps.” 

Although summer camp is 
still several months away, Flax 
recommended that parents begin 

looking into programs during the 
winter in order to reduce their stress 
and avoid picking a camp that has 
reached capacity. 

“Parents will make a more educated 
decision if they give themselves time 
to thoroughly look through camps 
and all of their materials,” Flax said. 
“An early start will also avoid getting 
locked out of a camp that you think 
would be a good fit for your child.” 

Flax noted that whether parents use 
the ACA to find a camp or elect to go 
through the process on their own, the 
key is to devote time and effort and 
avoid waiting until the last minute. 

“Put some effort into it and you 
won’t make a mistake if you do your 
research,” she said. “If you try to do 
this simply, and you spend very little 
time, you may be lucky and find the 
right camp, but very often you don’t.” 

To learn more about the American 
Camp Association and its services 
visit www.ACA-nynj.org. 

Proper Time and Effort Crucial to Finding 
the Right Summer Camp for Children

Flexible 

Enrollment!

Register for 

1 to 9 Weeks

Early Bird, Multiple Week,and SiblingDiscounts Available

101 Deacon Smith Hill  Rd,  Patterson  NY  12563

www.campherrlich.org

Before & After

Care Available
Convenient to all locations

9 Weeks of Fun!

June 30–Aug 29, 2014

9 am–4:30 pm

845-878-6662

Summer Camp Section

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878  •  advertising@theexaminernews.com
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Vintage Bar and Restaurant in White 
Plains will be hosting a fundraiser called 
“Rock the River” on Thursday, Feb. 27 at 
7 p.m. to raise money to support Sunrise 
Day Camp--Pearl River. 

Sunrise Day Camp is the only full 
summer dedicated day camp in the 
nation for children with cancer and their 
siblings who are between three and a half 
and 16 years old. 

Sunrise Day Camp–Pearl River is 
located on 95 wooded acres in the Henry 
Kaufman Campgrounds in Pearl River, 
Rockland County, and is a member of 
the Sunrise Day Camp Association, 
which also has a location on Long Island. 
Sunrise Day Camp--Pearl River serves 
children from Manhattan, the Bronx, 
Westchester, Putnam and Rockland 
counties, southern Connecticut and 
northern New Jersey. 

The $125 ticket to “Rock the River” 
includes music by the NERDS, along 
with an open bar, dinner and a silent 
auction. It is a great evening to get on 
your dancing shoes and enjoy terrific 
food and prizes, all to help children 
impacted with cancer. 

Every day families who have a child 
with cancer deal with the tremendous 
financial and emotional burdens 
and medical costs related to cancer 
treatments and hospitalizations. In 
order to ease that burden, Sunrise is 
offered completely free of charge. It is 
only through the generosity of donors 
and events like “Rock the River” that no 
child is turned away. Every dollar raised 
for this event will insure that those who 
desperately need a summer filled with 
fun, joy and laughter, will get to have 
one.

“’Rock the River’ represents a giant 
step forward in assuring that Sunrise–
Pearl River has the resources necessary 
to assure that every child struggling 
with cancer, who wants to go to summer 
camp, will be able to,” said Arnie 
Preminger, president & CEO of the 
Friedberg JCC/Sunrise Day Camp. “Our 
partners at the Rosenthal JCC share with 
us the deepest passion for this incredible 
project. Together we will continue to 
bring childhood back to these precious 
children, and change their lives for the 
better.” 

A Feb. 27 fundraiser will be held in White Plains to benefit Sunrise Day Camp, the only camp exclusively 
for children with cancer and their siblings.

Fundraiser to Be Held Next Week for Sunrise Day Camp 

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner 
914-864-0878 

advertising@theexaminernews.com

Summer Camp Section
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Studies show that patients 
get about 15 minutes face-
to-face with their physicians 
during office visits, and 
a recent study found that 
patients in hospitals may only 
get an alarming 8 minutes.  
Parents are patient advocates, 
and they need to come 
prepared to get the most out 
of limited time.  Here are 
some tips for optimizing time 
spent with your child’s doctor.  

Be prepared with questions and 
take notes.  It’s easy to get flustered 
during appointments and forget to 
ask certain questions or provide 
certain information.  Write down 
questions beforehand, along with any 
information you think your healthcare 
provider might need to know.  Not 
every doctor will ask, but it’s important 
for them to know what your child’s diet 
is like and what supplements he might 
be taking.  Even over-the-counter 
medications can interact negatively 
with prescriptions.  Also, it’s easy to 
forget details about prescription doses, 
etc., so take notes or use a mobile app 
to record details.

Use the internet with caution.  The 
internet can be an extremely useful 
tool but it also has the risk of becoming 
distracting and somewhat addictive.  

Don’t overwhelm your doctors 
with numerous printouts.  
If there is something you 
think your doctor must see, 
email it or drop it off days in 
advance to give your doctor 
time to review the material.  
Know which websites you 
can trust and use caution 
when taking advice from 
readers as opposed to the 
professional writing an 
article.  HealthyChildren.org 

is run by the American Academy of 
Pediatrics and is a useful resource. 

Opt for consistency.  “Kids need 
what’s called a ‘medical home’—a place 
where you’ve established a relationship 
with one pediatrician, or even a nurse-
practitioner,” says William Stratbucker, 
M.D., pediatrician and associate 
professor of pediatrics at Michigan 
State University.  When you have a 
doctor who knows your child’s history 
and doesn’t simply glance at a chart, 
you have a better chance of receiving 
comprehensive care.  In addition, 
parents should try to consistently attend 
appointments rather than sending 
a nanny or a relative.  Emergencies 
happen, but it’s best for parents to get 
medical information firsthand rather 
through a game of telephone.  

Trust your gut.  Parents know their 

children better than anyone else.  If 
you think that something just isn’t 
quite right about your child, persist.  
If you feel your concerns are being 
dismissed, seek a second opinion.  It’s 
important to go to professionals who 
you like and trust and can develop a 
relationship with.  Don’t go to doctors 
just because you’ve heard they are 
“the best.”  Many of “the best” think 
they know everything and fail to take 
parents seriously.  It’s important to 
find the right balance between the 
qualifications of your health care 

professional and how comfortable you 
are working with that person.

Dr. Jaime Black is a licensed 
psychologist practicing in Westchester 
and New York City. Jaime works with 
high-functioning individuals on the 
autism spectrum, doing psychotherapy, 
conducting evaluations, and facilitating 
socialization groups including an 
improv social skills group. Visit www.
spectrumservicesnyc.com, e-mail 
JaimeBlackPsyD@gmail.com or call 
(914)712-8208.

Parenting: Top Tips For Doctor Visits

By Dr. Jaime 
Fleckner Black

By State Sen. Greg Ball
On October 20, 2004 President George 

W. Bush signed an executive order 
expanding business opportunities for 
service-connected disabled veteran owned 
businesses. The order created a 3% Federal 
contract set aside for our Nation’s heroes. 
In addition to the Federal government’s 
action, 44 other states have also enacted 
similar legislation. However, New York has 
fallen to the back of the pack and hasn’t yet 
created this set aside for our heroes.

According to the U.S. Small Business 
Administration, “one in seven veterans are 
self-employed or small business owners, 
and about one quarter of veterans say they 
are interested in starting or buying their 
own business.” The same attributes that 
make these people so vital to defending 
our freedom are the same hard earned 
intangibles that make them exceptional at 
running their businesses and creating jobs. 

I have introduced legislation that 
has become known as the NY Jobs For 
Heroes Program. The legislation would 
create a 5% state contract set aside for 
service-connected disabled veteran owned 
businesses. This legislation has repeatedly 
passed in the Senate since its introduction, 
but has failed to successfully pass through 
the New York State Assembly. However, 
this year is different…

In his State of the State, Governor 
Andrew Cuomo, announced his public 

support for the NY Jobs For Heroes 
initiative. The Governor’s public and 
recent support is exactly the kick in the 
pants this bill needed to make it a reality. 
With his support, I am optimistic that this 
can be the year we pass this bill to join the 
44 other states that offer this contract set 
aside.

To assure this is truly the year we get this 
done, I have organized a petition and series 
of events:

NY Jobs For Heroes Petition: Sign the 
petition on my Senate website by visiting: 
www.nysenate.gov/webform/petition-ny-
jobs-heroes-program.

On Feb. 10th, I hosted a press conference 
and hearing on the NY Jobs for Heroes 
program in the NYS Capitol Building in 
Albany.

On Feb. 28th, I will be hosting a New 
York City hearing and tour of Drexel 
Hamilton, an institutional broker-dealer 
that is committed to offering employment 
opportunities to disabled veterans.

On March 1st, I will be hosting a Hudson 
Valley Roundtable discussion of NY Jobs 
for Heroes with U.S. Rep. Sean Patrick 
Maloney at Carmel Town Hall.

To get involved, contact Krista Gobins 
in my office at 845-279-3773 or kgobins@
nysenate.gov. We have been trailing the 
nation on this front for far too long. The 
time to finally launch the NY Jobs For 
Heroes program is now.

Op-Ed: Pass “Jobs for Heroes” in NY

Putnam County Chambers of 
Commerce (PCCC), the county’s largest 
business organization and primary 
advocate, voice, and resource for the 
business community, will spearhead the 
rebranding and awareness campaign 
for “Putnam Moves,” the county’s 
redesigned public transportation 
system. The rebranding effort kicks 
off today with the “Putnam Moves” 
Logo Design Contest. Students, K – 
12, residing in Putnam, are invited to 
develop designs that reflect four key 
tenets, community, commerce, nature 
and recreation.  Major efficiency updates 
to the county’s public transportation 
system include revamped routes, which 
are expected to be announced in the 
spring of 2014. The deadline for entries 
is March 5th. The student submitting 
the winning design will receive a $500 
scholarship.

“Announcing the logo design contest 
and first phase of the “Putnam Moves” 
rebranding and awareness campaign 
is very exciting,” says Jennifer Maher, 
Chair, Putnam County Chambers 
of Commerce. “The PCCC has been 
working with the Putnam County 
Transportation Task Force for the 
past year to bring about necessary 
modernization and efficiency 
recommendations to our public 
transportation system. Making public 
transit more accessible to more people 
going to more places in Putnam benefits 
our residents, our businesses, our 
environment and our economy.”

 County Executive MaryEllen Odell 
praised Maher and the PCCC for their 
dedicated commitment in working 
with the Transportation Task Force 
in its earliest stages and for continued 
support on the Transportation Advisory 
Council.   

“I believe that there is no better 
marketing team out there to promote 

our county transportation system.  I 
was thrilled to have the PCCC agree 
to partner with the TAC and county 
government,” said Odell. “To have their 
support and expertise in marketing not 
only our transit system, but our Main 
Street economy continues to be a major 
focus of the administration. We are in 
good hands.”  

Students living in Putnam County 
in grades K through 12 are invited to 
submit their best original logo designs 
to represent “Putnam Moves,” the 
redesigned public transportation system. 
The design should represent four tenets 
of Community, Commerce, Nature and 
Recreation. The entry deadline is March 
5th.  Students should enter the contest 
via the “Putnam Moves” Contest tab on 
the PCCC Facebook Fan Page (http://a.
pgtb.me/8VNz8f). Artwork should be 
presented in a JPEG, GIF or PNG file. 
The winning entry will be selected by 
the Putnam County Transportation 
Advisory Council with the final approval 
of the County Executive.  Winners will 
be notified via email; entrants under 18 
must be approved and submitted by a 
parent.  The winner will be announced 
by County Executive, MaryEllen Odell 
at the State of the County address on 
March 13th. 

All submitted logo designs will be on 
display at the Putnam County Golf Club 
on March 21st as part of the inaugural 
meeting of the Putnam Women’s 
Leadership Alliance.

Putnam’s Chambers of 
Commerce (PCCC) Kick 
Off Logo Design Contest
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On Sale: 
To celebrate its 50th anniversary, 

the Putnam Hospital Center 
Auxiliary recently published “History 
in the Baking,” a special fundraising 
cookbook containing a collection of 
treasured recipes from Auxiliary board 
members, volunteers and hospital staff.  
Copies of “History in the Baking” are 
$15 each and available in the Putnam 
Hospital Center Gift Shop or by calling 
845-279-5711, Ext. 2453.

Tuesday, February 18 
Celebrate Your Heart Event: Benefit 

for the American Heart Association. 
This event will be a Mashup with 
Professional Women of Putnam AND 
Professional Women of Westchester

Mix and Mingle and Network with 
Members from both chapters. Topic: 
“Women & Heart Disease - The 
Time For Prevention is NOW” Guest 
Speaker: Dr. Patrick Thomas, NYU 
Hudson Valley Cardiology. Raffles, Red 
hair extensions and more. If you would 
like to donate a raffle prize please email 
professionalwomenofputnam@gmail.
com Location: The Winery at St. George, 
1715 E. Main St Mohegan Lake, $15 
per person. Includes appetizers. Cash 
Bar. Register online to attend: www.
professionalwomenofputnam.com. 
www.professionalwomenofwestchester.
com

Diabetes Support Group Putnam 
Hospital Center: 6 p.m., in the Michael 
T. Weber Community Auditorium at 
the hospital. Family and friends are 
welcome to attend meetings of the 
free Diabetes Support & Education 
Group, which is designed to teach 
individuals how to keep their diabetes 
under control and to live a healthier 
life. The group, which is led by a 
diabetes educator and a dietitian, 
offers the opportunity for patients to 
share concerns and help manage some 
of the psychosocial issues associated 
with diabetes.  The meetings provide 
participants with an opportunity to 
hear from knowledgeable professionals 
who attend and speak on a wide range 
of topics related to diabetes and to 
network with others who have diabetes.   
Registration is recommended by calling 
845-279-5711, Ext. 2779.

Wednesday, February 19
The Patterson Library will host a 

series of “History Workshops” with 
the Patterson Historical Society. 
Residents and people with knowledge 
and memories of Patterson’s past are 
being asked to help the Patterson 
Historical Society identify dozens 
of fascinating old maps, photos and 
documents from the Patterson area. 
Anyone having documents, photos 

or items of relevance to the project 
is encouraged to bring them to the 
workshop to have them recorded 
in this exciting historical project. 
The workshops will be held at the 
Patterson Library. 7 p.m., also March 
26th at 1 p.m. and April 16th at 7 p.m. 
Registration is preferred, walk-ins are 
welcome. Visit www.pattersonlibrary.
org & click on calendar to register or 
call 845-878-6121 x10.  

Thursday, February 20 
Weight Loss Surgery Information 

Session:  4:30 p.m. at the hospital 
in the Michael T. Weber Conference 
Room. Learn about the latest surgical 
techniques, nutritional counseling, 
support programs and weight loss 
surgery with no commitments. 
Informational discussions are led 
by bariatric surgeons Thomas 
Cerabona, MD, Ashutosh Kaul, MD, 
and Anthony Maffei, MD. For more 
information visit www.health-quest.
org/WeightLossSurgery or to register 
please call (845) 230-4797. Walk-ins 
are welcome.

Friday, February 21
Mahopac Knights of Columbus 

presents Beef Stew and Chili Night: 
Come in out of the cold and enjoy Beef 
Stew and Chili, bread, salad and dessert 
along with a hot or cold beverage

5:30 p.m. - 8 p.m. $12 adults / $6 for 
kids /5 and under free. 161 East Lake 
Blvd. Mahopac. Call 845-628-7171 or 
e-mail info@mahopacknights.org For 
more info or to make reservations

Saturday, February 22 
Taste of the Tropics:  Brewster 

Fire Dept. 501 North Main Street. 6 
p.m. Complete Dinner highlights a\ 
Tropically Glazed Chicken Breast with 
Sides, Appetizers, Signature Dessert 
Bar, More Cost - $17 for Adults 
(children aged 4-10 $6 or under 3 Free)

RSVP’s required by Feb. 21 Call 845-
234-3127 or email BrewsterFDevents@
aol.com Handicap Accessible. 

X-Country Ski Tour at Cranberry 
Mountain. 1 p.m. Tour Cranberry 
Mountain Wildlife Area on cross-
country skis with Beth Herr and 
husband Ralph. Space is limited for 
this easy to moderate tour; skis can 
be rented from Pawling Cycle and 
Sport (845) 878-7400. Without snow, 
it may turn into a winter nature walk. 
Call Beth and Ralph (845) 228-5635 to 
reserve a space.

Tuesday, February 25
Computer Basics: Patterson Library, 

1167 Rte. 311 Patterson. 11 a.m. Learn 
the basics of computers, from using a 
mouse to navigating the Internet and 

basic software, with Margaret Carey. 
Registration required. To register or 
for more information, visit us online at 
www.pattersonlibrary.org and click on 
calendar or call 845-878-6121 x10. Free 
program.

 
Wednesday, February 26

Patterson Library, Rte.311 Patterson 
Presents “Estate Planning: 7 p.m. 
Attorney Erina Ponzini discusses the 
importance of basic Estate Planning and 
shares information on topics everyone 
needs to know. Topics will include: Last 
Will and Testament, Durable Power of 
Attorney, Living Will and Health Care 
Proxy, Probate, Trusts, Revocable Trust 
and Irrevocable Trust. Registration 
preferred, walk-ins welcome. To 
register or for more information, visit 
us online at www.pattersonlibrary.org 
and click on calendar or call 845-878-
6121 x10. Free program.

Thursday, February 27
The Tri-State IBM Retirees Club 

Meeting: 1:30 p.m. at the meeting hall 
of the United Methodist Church,  1176 
E. Main Street, Shrub Oak, NY. The 
scheduled speaker is Fred Westendorf, 
Club member and AARP Senior Tax 
Advisor. Refreshments and sign-in at 1 
p.m.  New members welcome. Annual 
dues will be accepted. Information: 
(914) 528-5916.

Crossword Answers

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks 

prior to your event and include the words “Happenings 
Calendar Submission” in your email subject line. Entries 

should be sent to Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.

Small NewS iS 
BiG NewS

advertising@
theexaminernews.com

Advertise in 
The Examiner. 
Call 864-0878 today!

get 
NOTICED!

Advertise in
The Putnam

Examiner
Call 914-864-0878 today!
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 021814

auctions
Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. 
Contents of homes, businesses, vehi-
cles and real estate. Bid NOW! AAR-
auctions.com Lights, Camera, Auc-
tion. No longer the best kept secret.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For 
Wishes, benefiting Make-A-Wish. We 
offer free towing and your donation is 
100% tax deductible.  Call 914-468-
4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For 
Wishes, benefiting Make-A-Wish.  
We offer free towing and your dona-
tion is 100% tax deductible.  Call 315-
400-0797 Today!

classic cars WantEd
Classic Cars Wanted!! 1950-1960 
Cadillacs. Especially 1959ís & any 
convertibles. Will consider Buicks, 
Chevrolets & other makes & models. 
(Finders fee paid) †Call/Text Steve @ 
315- 863- 1600 or Email: eldo1959@
live.com

divorcE
DIVORCE $349 - Uncontested di-
vorce papers prepared. Includes poor 
person application/waives govern-
ment fees, if approved. One signa-
ture required. Separation agreements 
available. Make Divorce
Easy - 518-274-0380.

HElp WantEd
LIFEguARD FDR StAtE PARk In 
YORktOWn is now accepting appli-
cations for summer lifeguards. Must 
have current certifications in Red 
Cross Waterfront Lifeguard, FA, CPR, 
AED, must pass the NY State Parks 
LG Exam. Must be at least 16 years old 
& able to work full/part-time. $15.48/
hr. Apply in person. 

HAIR DRESSER with some follow-
ing to  join our team. Yorktown Hts. 
914-220-2308. 

gOt AVOn? JOIn AVOn! Become 
an Avon Independent Sales Representa-
tive Free Website, work your own hours. 
Contact Laura with questions to find out 
more: Shop online @ www.youravon.
com/lauraw125 Call: 203-942-3738 or 
email @ laura_avon@outlook.com 

AIRLInES ARE HIRIng! Train for 
hands on Aviation Career. FAA ap-
proved program. Financial aid if qual-
ified- Job placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
866-296-7093

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOuR BuILDIng SHIFtED 
OR SEttLED? Contact Woodford 
Brothers Inc, for straightening, lev-
eling, foundation and wood frame 
repairs at 1-800-OLD-BARN. www.

woodfordbros.com. "Not applicable in 
Queens county"

land WantEd
3 COuntY LAnD LIQuIDAtIOn! 
uPStAtE nY 21 tRACtS, 5-147 
acres from $14,900 Southern TIER- 
CATSKILL MOUNTAINS- CAPI-
TAL REGION! State Land, Ponds, 
Views! Special financing & incentives 
until 2/23! Call for free info packet: 
(888)905-8847 newyorklandandlakes.
com

miscEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4897.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your 
own bandmill- Cut lumber any di-
mension. In stock ready to ship. FREE 
Info/DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.
com 1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

music instruction 
PIAnO LESSOnS In YOuR HOME. 
Experienced, patient piano teacher.  
I  teach all levels and ages, beginners  
welcome. $35. Please call Scott Pol-
lack  at 914-235-5416 or email spol-
lack@westnet.com 

out of statE rEal EstatE
Sebastian, Florida Affordable custom 
factory constructed homes $45,900+, 
Friendly community, No Real Estate 
or State Income Taxes ,minutes to 
Atlantic Ocean. 772-581-0080, www.
beach-cove.com. Limited seasonal 
rentals

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paint-
ings, antiques, furniture, silver, 
sculpture, jewelry, books, cam-
eras, records, instruments, coins, 
watches, gold, comics, sports cards, 
etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683

CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold 
& Silver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to 
your home. Call Marc in NY 1-800-
959-3419

1-800-382-HOME(4663)
www.sonyma.org

If You’re Ready to Buy a Home,
We Are Ready to Help.

The State of New York Mortgage Agency offers:
Up to $15,000 of Down Payment Assistance

for Housing

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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February 18 -  February 24, 2014                                                                                             SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                                                                                                          SPORTS SECTION

Putnam Valley G Zach Coleman dropped a game-high 23 points, including this double-dip off  the opening tip in the Tigers’ 
57-28 win over visiting Pleasantville last Sunday in the opening round of  the Section 1 Class B boys’ hoops tournament. 
Coach Mike McDonnell’s state-ranked (No.20) Tigers, who held the Panthers to just five first-half  points, advanced to face 
fifth-seeded, state-ranked (No.21) Croton-Harmon in today’s quarterfinals (7:00 p.m.) with a berth for the Final 4 and a trip 
to the Westchester County Center on the line... See Boys’ Hoops Notebook inside

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Coleman Grills 
Pleasantville
No.4 Put 
Valley 
Sizzles in 
57-28 Win 
over No.13 
Panthers
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Put Valley, Mahopac, Somers, Panas, Croton Still Kicking

October 8 - October 14, 2013 The Putnam Examiner2A

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS

Class A Grid Notebook

continued next page

Boys Hoops Notebook

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Good times, bad times… you know 
we had our share in this neck of the 
woods as the Section 1 Boys’ Basketball 
Tournaments tipped off at a gymnasium 
near you last weekend. When the snow 
finally stopped falling sometime last 
Saturday, local ballers threw down the 
gauntlet to mixed reviews after a two-
day delay to the start of the tournament. 
State-ranked Class B Putnam Valley and 
Class AA Mahopac represented Putnam 
County in fancy fashion, each advancing 
to their respective quarterfinals, each a 
win away from a Final Four berth and a 
trip to the Mecca; the Westchester County 
Center.

No.12 Somers, a Class A bracket-buster, 
also advanced to the quarters after taking 
out No.5 Saunders Sunday, and No.2 
Panas did similarly by taking out No.15 
Riverside, 70-53, as the good times rolled 
for the aforementioned clubs. 

But the be-all-end-all Peekskill Red 
Devils were sent packing in a stunning 
60-57 outbracket loss to No.24 Sleepy 
Hollow in NYS Hall of Fame Coach 
Lou Panzanaro’s final game on the Red 
Devil bench. Panzanaro joined outgoing 
Brewster Coach John Martino on the list 
of coaching deans to go out without the 
fanfare they deserved, as the Bears were 
also bounced in outbracket fashion from 
the Class A field, as was Hen Hud and 
Lakeland.

Yorktown (6-12) was rocked both on 
and off the court as the 16th-seeded 
Huskers were saddened by the shocking 

news of both the resignation 
of Coach Chris Caputi on the 
eve of the tournament and 
their outbracket bashing at the 
hands of No.17 North Rockland. 
Caputi claims to have stepped 
down for: “For personal family 
reasons”, but those that know 
the situation claim the Yorktown 
administration has discovered 
an issue they did not particularly 
like, nor could ignore. Caputi 
would not comment any further 
on the matter when pressed for 
comment, and the school district 
will not comment on personnel 
matters.

So, yeah, we had some good 
times on the hardwood, but the 
bad was pretty dang bad in our 
little corner of the world, but 
the good always outweighs the 
bad; see Somers, Mahopac and 
Haldane, which has both its boys’ 
and girls’ teams alive in their 
respective tournaments. Here’s 

your recap of the events.
CLASS AA

No. 5 Mahopac 60, No. 12 Suffern 53
Mahopac senior F Ryan Simone scored 

23 points and collared nine rebounds 
while going 10-fo-10 from the line in the 
fourth quarter. Senior guard R.J. Martinez 
filled the stat sheet as well with 17 points, 
eight rebounds, five assists and four steals 
for the 16-3 Indians. 

With Suffern storming back in an 
extremely physical game, Mahopac shot 
16 of 17 from the free throw line in the 
fourth quarter to earn a spot in the 
quarterfinals against No. 4 host Fox Lane 
at 6 p.m. seeking an unprecedented fourth 
straight trip to the County Center. Senior 
G Glen Janik hit 3 of 4 from the stripe 
down the stretch to ice it.

“I feel great, can’t wait till next game,” 
Simone said. “We’ll be hungry for Fox 
Lane… we’re going over there, but we’re 
feeling good about it.

Four All-Section players will be 
featured and will go head-to head: Simone 
vs. Andrew Redhead and Martinez vs. 

James Morales.
“It’s a great match-up,” Simone said. 

“There are great matchups all over the 
court, so we’ll see who comes out on top.”

Mahopac boss Kevin Downes, as 
respected as he is fiery, believes his 
Indians are up to the task after a tough test 
from Suffern.

“That’s as tough a first-round matchup 
as we’ve had the last few years,” Downes 
admitted, “and it showed. We spend a lot 
of time at the line in practice, we work on 
it, so I was happy we came through. It’s 
about composure and that helped us close 
it out.

“Fox Lane is going to be a great game,” 
he added. “(Coach) Chris (Violante) and 
I are really good friends, we scrimmage 
each other every year, so our kids know 
their kids and they know us. They play 11 
kids and they’re a great team and that’s a 
tough place to play, but we’ll get ready for 
them.”

@FOXTAPE vs. @Maniacs ought to be 
a sideshow in and of itself in the bleachers, 
so long as the Mahopac Maniacs make the 
trek, which Downes is counting on.  

No.6 Spring Valley 71, No.11 Carmel 62
Spring Valley came back from a six-

point deficit at the end of the third quarter 
to end the Rams’ season at 9-10.
CLASS A

No.12 Somers 48, No.21 Lakeland 32; 
Somers 54, No.5 Saunders 51

Somers G and birthday boy Conor 
Cousin had his stroke going early and 
often in a 48-32 dismantling of visiting 
Lakeland last Saturday in an outbracket 
game. Cousin hit three 3’s in the first 
quarter, part of a game-high 17-point 
barrage he would lay on the 21st-seeded 
Hornets (5-14), who played like a five-win 
team with just 12 points in the first half. 
Big Max Parks added 11 points for the 
Tuskers.

Against Saunders, point guard Marr 
Moros led Somers (10-10) with 15 points. 
Parks chipped in a dozen while Cousin 
added 10 and Josh Riger had eight. Riger 
hit a put- back to extend Somers’ lead to 
53-47 with 0:42 to go and Parks added 
a key late bucket for Somers, who will 
visit No.4 Harrison Wednesday with a 
County Center Final 4 berth on the line, 
what would be their first since the Derek 
Hyra/Willie Dietrich-led Tuskers did so 
on March 5, 1992, in a semifinal loss to 
Brewster.

Tusker Nation will have to travel down 
to Harrison (15-4) to support the club, 
and, boy, will they need them.

No. 2 Panas 70, No. 15 Riverside 53
Panas Coach Shawn Sullivan has 

preached balance all season and his 
Panthers (15-4) delivered just that in their 
opening-round win when Tom Parrish, 

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Tusker Conor Cousin drops an easy hoop on Lakeland in Somers’ rout of  Hornets last Saturday.

Suffern did its best to stop the beast, Mahopac’s Ryan 
Simone, who dropped game-high 23 points in Sunday’s win 
over Mounties.
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Tim McCauley, Brandon Collins and 
Tyler Mason all had 15 points apiece last 
Sunday. Tom Frost chipped in 10 points. 
The Panthers will host No. 7 Beacon (13-6) 
Wednesday at 6 p.m. in the quarterfinals.

“We played a total team game against 
Riverside,” Coach Sully admitted. “That 
was the best passing and shooting 
performance I have ever seen a Panas team 
put on. This is the most unselfish team I 
have ever coached. This is a true team, all 
of our guys have one focus, winning!

One more win will get the Panthers to 
the County Center for just the third 
time since 1997.

“Beacon will bring out the best 
in us,” Sullivan said. “If we can slow 
them down and make shots we will 
be there at the end.”

No.24 Sleepy Hollow 60, No.9 
Peekskill 57

In the upset of the tournament 
thus far, the Red Devils (11-8) did 
the unthinkable, failing to make the 
field of 16 for what is believe to be the 
first time in Coach Lou Panzanaro’s 
fabled 31-year career.

“I just didn’t get them mentally 
prepared for a decent Sleepy team,” 
said Coach P, noting that he had no 
recollection of not making the field 
of 16 with the possible exception of 
the 1991-92 Red Devils. “I let them 
look past Sleepy to Byram Hills and 
we paid the price.”

Coach P’s job will now become 
one of the most coveted positions 
since NBA Commissioner David 
Stern retired (not really, but it will 
be a wild pursuit). There are factions 
in Peekskill pushing their agenda, so 

the administration will need 
due diligence to get it right. 
The future of this basketball-
crazed city lies in their hands.

No. 15 Riverside 49, No.17 
Brewster 40

Coach Martino ended his 
historic career on the road last 
Saturday as the No. 17 Bears 
(6-13) lost an outbracket game. 
Martino, part of the Brewster 
basketball program for 41 
years, saw Donnell Patterson 
score 14 points to lead the 
Bears while Kyle Ricciardi 
added 10 points.
CLASS B

Putnam Valley 57, 
Pleasantville 28

Senior G Zach Coleman 
may have played the finest 
game of his career last Sunday. 
The captain scored a game-
high 23 points and checked 
Pleasantville power forward 
Grieto all night long.

“Not many point guards 
can cover the other team’s best 
rebounder, but Coleman is 
special and I had no doubt he 
could handle a post player,” 

Coach McDonnell said.
PV senior F Jelani Bell-Isaac went 

for a double-double with 10 boards and 
12 points for the fourth-seeded Tigers 
(16-3), who will challenge No.5 Croton-
Harmon today for the right to go to the 
County Center for a second-straight year 
after never getting a whiff in 10 previous 
seasons. Put Valley G Ryan Basso added 
10 points.

The Tigers issued a mandate that 

featured great team defense and pressure; 
the results were beyond McDonnell’s 
wildest dreams as the Tigers held the 
13th-seeded Panthers to a program-low 
five first-half points.

“Zach Nolan shut down their top 
scorer Maloney,” McDonnell said. “Nolan 
sets the energy level and 
physical players like Kevin 

Fitzsimmons and James 
Fitzgerald match that 
energy. Jelani owned the 
defensive paint and Zack 
Coleman kept their power 
forward, Grieto off the 
glass. Sophomores Kevin 
Gallagher (2 points) and 
Harrison Deegan kept the 
defensive pressure on the 
Pleasantville backcourt all 
night.”

Croton-Harmon 60, 
Bronxville 53

No. 5 Croton saw Peter 
Dinger post a career game 
by filling the stat sheet 
across the board against 
the 12th-seeded Broncos. 
The Tiger F had 19 points, 
six rebounds and six 
assists while sophomore 
G Teejay Searight did 
similarly with a 13- point, 
five-rebound, five-assists 
and five-steal effort for 
the Tigers (16-3) who will 
visit No. 4 Putnam Valley 

on Tuesday at 7 p.m. in 
the quarterfinals.
NWE/Putnam Top Five 

No.1 Mahopac – 
It was clear to me in 
the scrimmage that 
Mahopac had PV’s 
number, though I don’t 
think Tigers put best 
foot forward that day. 
The thought here is 
Mahopac puts its best 
foot forward and finds a 
way to upend Fox Lane 
in a war of wills, 57-55.

No.2 Putnam Valley 
– Based on beating 
Lakeland twice, Tigers 
get the nod over Panas, 
who inexplicably split 
with Lakeland. We’ll 
take PV to defeat 
Croton, 54-49.

No.3 Panas – Got 
their hands full with 
Beacon this week. The 
Bulldogs are dirty, but 
the Panthers are so 
resilient.

No.4 Somers – 
This is where we had 
the Tuskers for long 
stretches this season, 
only to be disheartened 

by their inconsistency. Playing their best 
in 2nd season, though. Parks has been a 
necessary presence.

No.5 Croton – Perhaps I’m 
underestimating the Tigers but I don’t 
think they have enough in the tank to 
deep 6 Put Valley.

Put Valley F Jelani Bell-Isaac soars over two Panther defenders 
in Tigers’ win over P’Ville Sunday.

Putnam Valley’s James Fitzgerald takes a run at rim in Tigers’ 57-28 
Class B sectional win over Pville Sunday.

Lakeland’s Matt de Marte puts a block on Somers’ Luke Duris in 
Tuskers’ win over Hornets last Saturday.

Mahopac G R.J. Martinez sends a pass into low post where Ryan 
Simone turned it into points in Indians’ 60-53 win over Suffern 
Sunday.
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Somers Holds on to Oust Lakeland; Peekskill Outlasts Jay in OT
By A.J. Martelli

If the first round of the Section 1 playoffs 
proved anything, it’s that no lead is safe. 
Ask the No. 7 SOMERS Tuskers, and 
they’ll probably agree. Their game Sunday 
vs. visiting No. 10 LAKELAND seemed 
in the bag when they led 21-12 at the half. 
But things are rarely what they seem in the 
postseason, as Lakeland made it a game 
again in the fourth, turning a laugher into 
a nail-biter. Somers had just enough to 
hang on, however, advancing to the Class 
A quarterfinals with a 37-33 win over the 
Hornets.

According to Nicole DeMase and Gabby 
Rosenzweig, Lakeland has a reputation 
for being a thorn in Somers’ side, and the 
Hornets sure as heck confirmed it.

“I don’t know why, but we always seem 
to have a little trouble matching up with 
Lakeland,” said DeMase, who put up 
15 points to match the team-high with 
Kayleah McGuire. 

“We were sloppy at the beginning of the 
game, but we just stayed together and tried 
to keep pulling through. It was rough, but 
we did it.”

Rosenzweig (five points) expressed the 
same thoughts.

“Some teams you just don’t match 
up well against,” she said. “I think that’s 
how we are with Lakeland. Even if you’re 
a better team in the books or better in 
general, some teams – you just don’t match 
up well with them. It’s always a close game 
with them, but we’ll pick it up. We’re good.”

Entering the fourth quarter, the Tuskers 
led 30-18, but the Hornets kept pace and 
didn’t panic, cutting Somers’ lead down to 
35-30. After a Lakeland timeout coached 
by senior Kate Weldon, whose season was 
ended by a knee injury at Hen Hud on 

Jan. 31, Danielle Stabile hit a layup and 
was fouled. She then hit the free-throw to 
complete the and-1, making it 35-33 with 
27 seconds left to play. 

Lakeland was force fouled on the Tuskers’ 
ensuing possession, but missed both shots 
from behind the line, giving Lakeland 
another chance. The Hornets got down 
court but made a fatal error: called for a 
double dribble. On the turnover, DeMase 
was force fouled again, but bucketed her 
two free throws to seal the deal. 

“I was a little bit nervous (missing the 
first two free-throws), I don’t know what 
happened,” DeMase admitted. “I missed 
those two, but my teammates were really 
good about picking me up and telling me 
to take the next two, which really helped 
bring my confidence back.”

For Lakeland it was Stabile who led the 
way with nine points, while freshman 
Jordan Cotino and senior Nikki Kardias 
each netted six. Coach Steve Fallo 
mentioned how well his team played the 
entire season, even having to fight to get 
into the first round with a 53-48 outbracket 
win over Nyack on Saturday.

“This team has done it all year long,” 
he said. “They were playing without Kate 
and for Kate, because she was sitting out. 
Can’t be prouder of what they did. They 
played as hard as they could against a 
good Somers team. It could’ve went either 
way at the end; tough break on the double 
dribble. They played hard, we played hard, 
and as a coach that’s all you can ask for.”

Somers’ boss Kristi Dini thought 
her girls could have done a few things 
differently, though she’s happy the season 
will continue tomorrow vs. No. 2 Albertus 
Magnus – the team that eliminated the 
Tuskers with a win in overtime in last 
year’s quarterfinals.

“We’re trying to stay positive, because we 
got the win, but I’m not thrilled about the 
game,” she said. “We’re a better basketball 

team than that. I thought we missed 100 
layups, I thought our defense was pretty 
good but not as good as it usually is. But 
we showed toughness when things weren’t 
going our way, when they were creeping 
back. We were still able to pull it out, but 
we have to fix some stuff for the next game.”

Redemption is on the mind of the 
Tuskers and they are looking to right what 
happened last year.

“We’re pumped,” DeMase said. “We 
wound up losing to them (Magnus) by two 
or three in overtime last year, and we want 
redemption for what happened last year in 
their gym. We’re ready.”

As Somers bears down for its next 
challenge, the No. 4 PEEKSKILL lady Red 
Devils faced a serious test of their own 
Sunday in round one, against No. 13 John 
Jay-Cross River. The defending champion 
Red Devils and the Indians were tied 48-48 
after regulation, Cross River having missed 
its chance to win the game on free throws 
with roughly three seconds left to play. 

Yet the lady Red Devils were able to jump 
out in front in overtime, hanging on for a 
tight 62-59 first round win to keep their 
season going; their hopes of successfully 
defending the Class A chip still alive.

“There was so much back and forth; no 
big leads for either team,” said Peekskill 
Coach Rodney Headley, Jr. “The second 
half was a circus – a show, a good show 
back and forth. We went into the overtime 
with the whole mindset of, it must be our 
destiny to win, because in any other game 
we probably would’ve lost.

“John Jay had the game won; a chance 
to pull the biggest upset of the year and 
they missed both free-throws, and we 
pretty much controlled the overtime. We 
were pretty much up two or three points 
the whole time; took a lead and never gave  
it up.”

Sophomore Lanay Rodney was 
Peekskill’s leader with 28 points, seven of 
which were scored in the game-deciding 
overtime quarter. The lady Red Devils 
move on to tomorrow, when they host 
No. 5 Ardsley, a team Headley has never 
coached against.

“If it turns out that we win the sectional 
(title), it was meant to be, because if any 
team had a chance, it was that team, John 
Jay,” Headley said. “We were blessed by 
some other power; some other power kept 
us in that game. 

OSSINING, Class AA’s top seed, fired 
away at No. 16 CARMEL Sunday, winning 
81-29 in the first round. Jalay Knowles put 
on an offensive show with a double-double: 
26 points and 10 rebounds. Shadeen 
Samuels provided backup with 11 points.

“Out of 34 field goals scored today,” 
Pride Coach Dan Ricci said, “22 were 
assisted. We played as a team.”

To get to the first round, the Rams beat 
John Jay-East Fishkill 36-32 in the play-in 
game Saturday. The Pride will welcome a 
talented New Rochelle team (No. 8 seed) 
for the quarterfinal round.

In other Class AA action Sunday, No. 7 
MAHOPAC picked up a 69-49 win over 
No. 10 Scarsdale – a significant win for 
‘Pac, considering they lost to Scarsdale 
in the championship round of Scarsdale’s 
own tourney at the start of the season.

“I thought the first time we played them 
– it was our second game and we made 
some silly mistakes,” said Mahopac Coach 
Chuck Scozzafava. “We ended up losing to 
them only 62-59 the first time, so I thought 
we could play with them, I just thought we 
had to come up with a different plan on 
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Tusker F Caite Opfer splits the difference 
between four Hornets in Somers’ 37-33 win over 
Lakeland Sunday.

Somers F Kayleah McGuire was a match-up 
nightmare for Lakeland’s Danielle Stabile, Nikki 
Kardias and the Hornets in 37-33 Tusker win 
Sunday.

Mahopac G Carly Pease lets fly a runner in 
Indians’ win over Scarsdale Sunday in Class AA 
tourney.

Somers’ Megan McHugh takes on Lakeland’s 
Ellie Dineen-Carey in Tuskers’ 37-33 Class A 
sectional win over Hornets Sunday.
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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By Tony Pinciaro
WEST NYACK – Fox Lane senior Ben 

Ettlinger was a Section 1 place finisher in 
his first three varsity wrestling seasons, but 
the veteran wanted more this time around.

Ettlinger wanted to extend his senior 
year on the mat an additional two weeks. 
He achieved his goal and, by doing so, 
booked a trip to Albany.

Ettlinger registered a 5-2 win over 
Roy C. Ketcham’s Danny Murphy in the 
145-pound final at the Section 1 Large 
School Wrestling State Qualifier. His 
victory ensured him a berth in the New 
York State Public High School Athletic 
Association Wrestling Championships at 
the Times-Union Center in Albany, March 
Feb. 28-March 1.

Ettlinger is one of three D-I grapplers 
from the Examiner coverage area to qualify 
by winning a sectional title. Brewster senior 
Gino Gioielli, the 170-pound champion, 
and Byram Hills’ junior Jon Errico, the 
120-pound titlist, are automatic qualifiers. 
Errico recorded his 100th victory in the 
final and in doing so became Byram Hills’ 
first sectional champ.

“I told myself I wasn’t going to lose,” 
said Ettlinger, who finished sixth twice and 
third. “I have been working hard, every 

day for this. I wanted to win this more than 
anything.”

Ettlinger, now 37-4 this season, helped 
Fox Lane finish second in the team 
standings behind repeat champion North 
Rockland. The Foxes accumulated 113.5 
points and had three runners-up in senior 
Brandon Fay (106 pounds), junior Frank 
Surace (152) and eighth-grader Matt 
Grippi (120). Sophomore Jon Clune (195) 
finished third.

Bear Gioielli stamped his ticket to 
Albany with a 12-1 major decision over 
New Rochelle’s Demetrious Rodriguez. 
The top-seeded Gioielli, now 43-2 this 
season, was looking forward to sectionals, 

especially after his junior year 
resulted in a fifth-place finish.

“In eighth grade through 10th 
grade I missed sectionals because 
I was sick or hurt and last year I 
finished fifth, but I was not happy,” 
Gioielli said. “I felt I was a better 
wrestler then what I showed last year, 
so I trained all summer at Iowa Style 
Wrestling School because I did not 
want to be denied this year.”

Gioielli had confidence in himself 
that he was a strong contender for 
a title. Following his fourth-place 

finish at the prestigious Eastern States 
Wrestling Classic in January, Gioielli 
said his wins over seeded wrestlers/high-
caliber competition gave him a greater 
sense of himself.

“It feels great,” said Gioielli of his 
championship win.

Brewster teammate Liam Erickson, a 
2013 sectional champ, was the runner-up 
at 138 pounds for the Bers, who finished 
ninth overall. North Rockland’s Matt 
Caputo scored a last-second takedown for 
a 3-1 win.

Somers’ senior Dom Celli closed out his 
senior year with a second-place finish at 
160 pounds and classmate Liam Heine was 

fourth at 152 for the Tuskers, who finished 
20th.

Lakeland/Panas had a strong showing, 
finishing 14th with 63 points and three 
top-six finishers. Chris Carlucci (152), 
Blake Cohen (145) and John DiDomenico 
(132) all advanced to the championship 
semifinals. Carlucci went on to place 
third while Cohen and DiDomenico were 
fourth.

Mahopac junior Ryan Delahanty placed 
second at 220, Mike Tartaglia (145) 
finished fifth and Liridon Hasanramaj 
(182) was sixth.

Carmel sophomore Kevin Knox reached 
the semifinals at 113 before losing to 
eventual champ Jay Albis of John Jay-East 
Fishkill. Knox rebounded with two wins to 
take third.

Team standings Top 20: 1. North 
Rockland 179.5; 2. Fox Lane 113.5; 3. 
Suffern 104; 4t. Arlington 94; John Jay-
East Fishkill 94; 6. New Rochelle 86.5; 
7. Clarkstown South 84; 8. Pearl River 
83; 9. Brewster 76; 10. RCK 70.5; 11. 
Mamaroneck 69; 12. Horace Greeley 66; 
13. Tappan Zee 65; 14. Lakeland/Panas 63; 
15. Mahopac 59; 16. Clarkstown North 52; 
17. Yonkers 50; 18. East Ramapo 46.5; 19. 
John Jay CR 46; 20. Somers 43
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Brewster senior Gino Gioielli placed 1st in Section 1 at 
170 pounds.

Somers Holds on to Oust Lakeland; Peekskill Outlasts
continued from page 18
what we were going to do. We knew we 
couldn’t press them again, so we figured 
the best thing to do was to keep them in 
front of us and make them have to score 
from the outside. We felt we were stronger 
than them inside, so we knew we had to 
focus on that, and it seemed to work out 
well.”

The Indians showcased their offensive 
prowess with four players in double figures. 
Caroline Horan (17 points), Mairead 
Hynes (14 points), Alayne Felix (13 points) 
and Courtney McCormack (13 points) all 
led Mahopac to victory.

The Indians move on to play No. 2 
Lourdes in the quarters Thursday, a task 
the Indians are willing to handle.

“They’re going to be a good team,” 
Scozzafava said of Lourdes, last year’s 
AA runner-up. “They did a good job on 
Beacon; hammered them pretty good the 

last time they played them, so I imagine it’s 
going to be a good game.” 

While a number of teams are moving 
on in the Section 1 tournament across 
northern Westchester and Putnam, a few 
teams weren’t as lucky this past weekend. 
BREWSTER, No. 22 in Class A, was 
upended 63-52 by No.11 HENDRICK 
HUDSON in their outbracket game 
Saturday. The Sailors fell short on Sunday 
though, losing 55-46 to Sleepy Hollow – 
a tough way to end the week for Cassidy 
Boyle, who was named Con Ed Athlete of 
the Week.

Amber Feminella led the Sailors in 
the loss to Sleepy Hollow with 12 points, 
followed by Amy Glashoff with 11. 
Feminella feels, even though the season 
is over, her and her teammates worked as 
hard they could and turned a lot of heads 
in the process.

“I think coming into this season many 
people didn’t believe we could make it as 
far as we did,” she said. “But we didn’t allow 
that to bring us down.”

We worked hard on and off the court, 
and made sure that we would prove 
everyone wrong, which I believe we did – 
especially after beating Peekskill. I am very 
happy with the turnout, with us always 
being underdogs.” 

Class B’s No. 12 seed CROTON-
HARMON lost to North Salem, the No. 3 
seed, 39-21 Sunday, as the Tigers’ chance at 
an upset was cut short.

Finally YORKTOWN, Class AA’s No. 14 
seed, was eliminated Sunday evening after 
running into the hot Clarkstown South 
team (No. 3), the Huskers falling by the 
score of 69-45.

Mahopac’s Tara Ravoli beats her defender to 
baseline in Indians’ win over Scarsdale Sunday.
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The mantra of  the day at Mahopac last Sunday afternoon was “Survive and Advance” and that is exactly what 
the boys’ and girls’ basketball teams did in the opening round of  the Section 1 Class AA tournaments. Despite 
the throat-throttling efforts of  No.12 Suffern, RJ Martinez (R) and the fifth-seeded Indians advanced to face 
No.4 host Fox Lane in Thursday’s 6:00 p.m. quarterfinals after surviving a 60-53 opening-round threat from the 
Mounties. A win over the Foxes would get the Indians back to the County Center for an unprecedented fourth-
straight year. Meanwhile, Mairead Hynes (L) and her 7th-seeded Indians had their way with No.10 Scarsdale 
in a 69-49 rout of  the Raiders, enabling Mahopac to move on to the quarterfinals against No.2 Lourdes next 
Thursday (TBA). A win over the Warriors would get Mahopac back to the County Center for the first time since 
the Sarah Fixler/Adrienne Blount-led Indians did so in 2002.. See Boys’ Girls’ Hoops Notebooks inside
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Indian Boys, Girls Survive  
& Advance to Quarters

‘Pac it Up, ‘Pac it In!


