
By David Propper
A proposed ban prohibiting the use 

of polystyrene material in all Putnam 
County buildings was shoveled off 
for another month following an 11th 
hour plea from critics of the possible 
legislation.

During the full meeting of the county 
Legislature, lawmakers voted 5-3 
(Legislator Joe Castellano was absent) 
to table the discussion until January as 
lobbyists from the industry now fight 
to convince legislators to stymie the 
Styrofoam ban. The measure gained 
almost unanimous support at a Rules 
Committee meeting in November before 
it was pushed to the full meeting that 
took place on Dec. 2. 

The proposed ban would only extend to 
all county buildings like the county office 
building, the office for senior resources 
building, the sheriff ’s offices, and the 
correctional facility and would not take 
effect until June when all polystyrene 
inventories would have been used up by 
departments. 

The ban would not affect any private 

By David Propper
As Brewster Central School District 

voters go to the polls today (Tuesday) 
to determine a $38.9 million bond 
referendum, district officials were making 
one final push to convince residents to 
support the measure last week. 

After the Board of Education passed 
a resolution in October to send the 
referendum, meant to upgrade facilities, 
to the voters, the district has had the 
task of getting the word out about the 
proposal. Over the past week the district, 
partnering with the PSTA, hosted tours 
and capital project forums for school 
community members, though the 
turnout was rather meek. 

In an interview last Thursday during 
another forum, Superintendent Tim 
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Christmas Tree and Spirit 
Shine Bright in Mahopac

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MAHOPAC FALLS FIRE DEPARTMENT

While the weather was less than ideal—in fact downright nasty, the Mahopac Falls Fire 
Department still hosted its annual tree lighting Friday night, which included a special guest 
appearance from Santa Claus in his best red and white suit. Lights and decorations in place, 
hot cocoa and cookies for visitors ready to go and Santa coming in on a fire truck started 
the 2014 holiday season in Mahopac. The rain never deterred the willingness of children 
that wanted to see the tree and give some ideas to Santa. Along with the celebration, 
residents got to put faces with names of the responders who answer their calls for help 
after dialing 911. The organizer of the festive event, (above photo) Stan Zalesny (far right) 
and his crew stop their hard work, long enough for a group picture. And third generation 
member, Jim and Tara McGinty (photo below) brought down their two young sons, future 
fourth generation members for the annual festivities.

“They’re flying in 
expert witnesses, flying 
in,” she said. “What’s 
that about? It’s crazy.” 

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Blueprints of  each building project are in the 
lobby of  the JFK Elementary School for community 
members to observe before a school tour began 
last Thursday.

Delicious jewels designed to delight • �G�e�n�u�i�n�e� �l�e�a�t�h�e�r� �a�n�d� �g�o�l�d Straight From the Heart

54 Miller Road •  Mahopac, NY 10541
845-628-3447

www.aljanjewelers.com

“Mahopac’s Oldest Retail Jeweler 
Since 1975”

New for the Holidays

30% DISCOUNT ON IN-STOCK 
ITEMS WITH THIS AD!

Open 7 days 
through 

12/24



December 9 - December 15, 2014 The Putnam Examiner2

By Neal Rentz
For the second time in as many months, 

the Village of Brewster Board of Trustees 
held a public hearing in hopes of putting 
a suitable bike law in place. 

Brewster resident and business owner 
Erin Meagher, the only person to speak, 
told the village board on Dec. 10 she 
knows the dangers of unsafe bike riding 
first hand.

Meagher, who runs a business on Main 
Street, said she has had near misses with 
cyclists over the years and was once hit by 
a biker.

Meagher and several other business 
owners have been lobbying the village 

board for three years do ban nearly all 
bike riding on sidewalks in the Main 
Street area. 

Meagher noted there were two recent 
incidents when she was nearly hit by a 
biker, including one circumstance when 
“a bike whizzed by” her on Main Street. 
Her father, who is temporarily visually 
impaired and works on Main Street has 
also nearly been hit many times. During 
one recent occurrence “it missed him by 
an inch,” Meagher said. 

Legislation to bar most sidewalk bike 
riding downtown is a must,” Meagher 
said. “(It is) a safety issue in the village,” 
she added. “It’s horrific.”

Mayor James Schoenig said the latest 
version of the proposed law now is more 
specific in the streets where most biking 
would be banned. The areas that would 
bar most bike riding on sidewalks “is 
more focused on the Main Street area,” he 
said. “That’s the only big change” 

The revised legislation calls for the 
banning of bike riding on sidewalks 
for the entire lengths of Hoyt, Progress 
and Oak streets and on Main Street 
between its two intersections with Oak 
Street. Bike riding on sidewalks would 
be allowed for children  under the age of 
13 if accompanied by a parent or adult 
guardian. 

The law would not apply to on-duty 
police officers.

The legislation also bars the operation 
of a bicycle while carrying more than the 
number of persons intended to ride. Each 
bike passenger must have their own seat, 
handlebars and pedals. The proposed law 
would also require parking a bike on a 
sidewalk or street in an upright position 
and supported by a bicycle rack or the 
bicycle’s own stand. The legislation also 
calls for the banning of the parking bikes 
in a way that would create an obstruction 
to pedestrians.

First tine violators of the proposed law 
could face up to 15 days in jail and/or 
be fined up to $250. Those convicted of 
violating the proposed law twice or more 

within a three year period would face a 
fine of up to $500 and/or 15 days in jail.

The village board voted unanimously to 
continue the public hearing on Dec. 17 at 
7:30 p.m. 

Brewster Trustees Considering Revamped Bike Riding Legislation
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Pro-Gun Forum Takes Place at Paladin Center Once Again
By Janine Bowen

Putnam County and New York State 
officials gathered at the Paladin Center 
on Wednesday night to affirm their 
commitment to protecting resident’s 
second amendment rights.  

One of the biggest topics discussed 
during the two hour forum was the New 
York Secure Ammunition and Firearms 
Enforcement (SAFE) Act, which residents 
and officials bashed as poor legislation 
that violated the rights of law abiding 
citizens. 

“There was no real meaningful 
discussion…before that bill was signed 
amongst the stakeholders and there 
clearly was not enough time to consider 
the logical and legal consequences of all 
the new provisions of that law and, as a 
result, there were several unintended 
consequences,” said Putnam County 
District Attorney Adam Levy. 

Levy stated one of those consequences 
was the fact that many law enforcement 
officers were criminalized overnight, 
because they possessed firearms with 
magazines that contained more than 
seven bullets, which became illegal when 
the SAFE Act was passed in December of 
2012. 

Levy explained that, in 2013, a lawsuit 
was filed against Governor Cuomo and 
the SAFE Act by the New York Rifle and 
Pistol Association, along with several 

other organizations and private citizens, 
including Putnam County Sheriff Don 
Smith. The suit is attempting to have 
the act struck down as unconstitutional. 
In December of that year, a judge in the 
Western District of New York declared 
that the portion of the law that forbids 
magazines with more than seven bullets 
was unconstitutional. Although Putnam, 
which falls in the Southern District, is 
not required to abide by this ruling, Levy 
stated that he wouldn’t prosecute any gun 
owner who is found to have a weapon 
containing more than seven bullets in the 
magazine. 

This case will enter into the oral 
arguments stage in the Second Circuit 
Court of Appeals on December 9, and 
although Levy said he is confident that 
the unconstitutional ruling on the seven 
bullet provision will note be overturned, 
he stated that if it is, he will be obligated 
to follow the law. 

One of the provisions in the NY SAFE 
Act was a 120 day opt out period, during 
which time gun owners could fill out a 
form to keep their personal information 
private. Following this period, The 
Journal News contacted the office of 
Putnam County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell, with a Freedom of Information 
Law request for the number of Putnam 
County residents who completed opt out 
forms and their reasons for opting out as 

well as a breakdown of the zip codes and 
genders of people who filed forms. 

Odell explained that she refused to 
release this information, similar to how she 
refused to release the names and addresses 
of Putnam County gun owners when The 
Journal News requested the information 
for an interactive map that was published 
on their website in December of 2012. In 
March of 2014, the Westchester County 
Supreme Court ordered the county 
to release the information, which the 
County Executive’s office is currently in 

the process of appealing, said Odell. She 
is confident that the county will emerge 
successful in the appeal case. 

“Our argument is not about gun control, 
it is not about possession about certain 
types of weapons, it is not about what 
happened at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School. Out stance in this matter is about 
safety. It’s about protecting the citizens of 
Putnam County, gun owners or not,” said 
Odell.

Odell noted that she had received 
several calls from county residents who 

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO 
District Attorney Adam Levy speaks during last week’s gun forum at the Paladin Center in Carmel. The 
forum expressed a firm disapproval of  New York’s SAFE Act; one of  many times the center has hosted 
such an event.
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commended the decision to not release 
the information, many of whom had been 
concerned for their safety. Putnam County 
Clerk-elect, Michael Bartolotti noted that 
victims of domestic violence, who had 
purchased guns to protect themselves, 
were fearful that the map would allow 
them to be found by their abusers and 
police officers were concerned that the 
families of people they put in jail could 
now target officers at home. In addition, 
those homes that did not show a registered 
gun could be targeted for robbery, he said. 

“I can’t fathom why anybody would 
want to collect this information and place 
in on the Internet…on an interactive map 

and put everybody in harm’s way,” said 
Bartolotti. 

Bartolotti explained that people are still 
able to opt out of having their information 
shared, despite the conclusion of the 120-
day period, but noted that the form is 
useless once the information has been 
published on the Internet. He stated 
this is the reason why he is committed 
to keeping gun owner information 
confidential in Putnam County. 

Assemblyman Steve Katz referred to the 
passing of the SAFE Act as a “travesty,” but 
stated that he doesn’t see it being repealed 
anytime soon based on the current climate 
in the Senate. He stated that, if politicians 

and constituents want to see an end to the 
law, they must go after the enforcement 
money in the state budget. 

Katz explained that $30 million, 
dedicated to enforcement of the SAFE Act, 
was hidden in various areas of the budget 
last year, which he, along with other 
politicians, uncovered and voted against. 
He stated that he will once again uncover 
the budget lines that are dedicated to the 
SAFE Act this year and urged residents 
to write to their local representatives to 
urge them to vote against those budget 
lines that include funding for SAFE Act 
enforcement. 

“The one place that we have the ability 

to stop anything within that SAFE Act is 
budgetary and that is what we will do this 
time,” said Katz. 

All panelists urged the dozens of 
residents in attendance to become actively 
involved in politics and join organizations 
in order to continue to fight for their 
rights. 

 “I hope this meeting tonight is the start 
of a new movement by we the people, 
not just on the second amendment, not 
just on our rights to own firearms and to 
protect ourselves, but on a lot of issues 
where the country is moving in the wrong 
direction,” said Putnam County Sheriff 
Don Smith. 

After it was first announced that 
District Attorney Adam Levy’s second-
in-command would be resigning, Levy 
confirmed through a spokesperson that 
chief Assistant District Attorney Chana 
Krauss wouldn’t be going anywhere.

In a statement sent to The Putnam 
Examiner, Levy confirmed Krauss would 
be staying with the DA’s office.

“It is with great pleasure I announce 
that due to a change in personal 
circumstances, Chana Krauss will be 
continuing her wonderful work with 
the Putnam County District Attorney’s 
Office,” Levy stated.

In mid-November, Levy stated Krauss 
would be leaving the office because of 
family circumstances, but an exact date 
for her departure wasn’t known. In that 
statement Levy said he was accepting 
the resignation with a “heavy heart” and 
noted the “immeasurable impact” she 
had on the Putnam DA’s office.

Krauss, who lives in Northern 
Westchester, has been Levy’s chief ADA 
since former chief ADA Christopher 
York retired in November 2013 after 
13 years at that post for two different 
district attorneys. York is now in private 
practice in Brewster. 

Pro-Gun Forum Takes Place at Paladin Center Once Again

Exclusive: Krauss to Stay With Putnam DA’s Office

continued from page 3
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businesses and their use of polystyrene.
The champion of the bill, Legislator 

Barbara Scuccimarra expressed her 
disappointment in an interview a few 
days after the meeting. Her plan is to 
replace polystyrene products with paper.

While the costs for paper products 
would roughly increase county expenses 
by $4,000—according to the county’s 
purchasing department—Scuccimarra 
firmly stated the fiscal increase is 
outweighed by the health of the people in 
the county. 

The fact that lobbyists have started 
to make noise about the possible ban, 
Scuccimarra said, is surprising. 

“They’re flying in expert witnesses, 
flying in,” she said. “What’s that about? 
It’s crazy.” 

Sole Democrat on the board, outgoing 
Legislator Sam Oliverio said he would 
have liked to see the resolution pass 
during his final full meeting and noted the 
health of residents should be paramount. 

He pointedly noted he’s not interested 
in special interest groups pushing an 
agenda that revolve around business 

profits. 
“The people coming forward are 

coming forward because they are 
motivated by money,” he said. “That’s 
what disturbs me. When individuals 
comes forward with a concern that is 
dominated by money, I lose my interest 
in their argument really quickly.” 

Legislators that supported delaying 
the motion following a slew of feedback 
critical of the ban said those arguing 
against the ban should have more time to 
give to voice their opinion. 

Legislator Roger Gross voted to table 

the motion because he wanted to make 
sure the legislature received input from 
every stakeholder concerned with the 
issue. Overall, he still supports the ban. 

“We receive numerous letters from 
state senators and some company 
presidents and the public regarding the 
issue,” Gross said. “Most of the letters 
were for maintaining Styrofoam. They 
said it was biodegradable and serves a 
purpose.”

During the meeting, Legislator Ginny 
Nacerino believed the initiative brought 
forward is a “worthy” one, but because 
of the numerous feedback the county 
received in the days leading up to the 
meeting, the legislature should pause and 
“vet this a little more closely.”

Philipstown resident and senior 
director of the American Chemistry 
Council Steve Rosario, who spoke out 
against the ban at a past committee 
meeting, said during the full meeting 
by the legislature postponing the vote, 
it will allow the other side to “provide 
information that I think will shed new 
light on this issue from the recycling to 
the health.”

As a lobbyist for the past 30 years, 
Rosario said the position shouldn’t be 
considered a “dirty word.” 

“I lobby for the thousands of middle 
class families who work in our industry,” 
Rosario said.

Going forward, Scuccimarra 
encourages Putnam residents to voice 
their support of the bill. 

Scuccimarra said she called the 
Sierra Club and Riverkeeper, two 
environmental groups, to hopefully get 
those organizations to express support 
for the legislation. At a Philipstown town 
board meeting, Scuccimarra requested 
the board pass a resolution that supports 
the ban, though the board decided 
nothing Thursday night. 

“I hope they support me on this issue,” 
the Republican said of the all-Democratic 
board. “I was surprised last night that 
they didn’t say ‘of course we will’ and do 
it right there, which is a disappointment.” 

Styrofoam Ban in All County Departments Delayed Last Minute
continued from page 1
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“The people coming 
forward, are coming 

forward because they are 
motivated by money,” he 

said. “That’s what disturbs 
me. When individuals come 
forward with a concern that 

is dominated by money, 
I lose my interest in their 
argument really quickly.” 
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By David Propper
Going in front of the Philipstown 

town board Thursday night, resident 
Richard Franco pointed out a way the 
town could start composting while 
assisting a neighboring municipality. 

According to Franco, the Village of 
Cold Spring’s yard debris disposal site 
reached its capacity this year, making 
it impossible to puts leaves there in the 
future. But if an old capped Philipstown 
landfill is used, it might sort out the 
current issue the village faces.

“Next year (the village) is going 
to end up with a truck full of leaves,” 
Franco said. “They don’t have a place 
to put them so the goal is to find the 
most sensible way to deal with the 
waste.”

Franco said brush and branches 
from Cold Spring could be combined 
with Philipstown’s wood waste and 
chipped with the town’s chipper. If 
Philipstown moves to compost, it could 
use that material or make it available to 
residents. 

If the town chooses to compost, it 
already has most of the equipment 
needed, Franco said, but noted labor 
and machine time would add to costs. 
The gravel pad at the landfill would 
also need to be expanded and run-off 
would have to be controlled.  

Besides using the landfill, Franco 

said the leaves could be brought up to 
Beacon, which has a composting site.

Supervisor Richard Shea said Cold 
Spring official has yet to approach the 
town about this potential partnership, 
which he found surprising because of 
the apparent “pressing need.”

Also at the meeting, Kim Connor, 

who is a planning board member and 
active in the town’s Democratic Party, 
officially bought the VFW Hall located 
on Kemble Avenue for $285,000 
following unanimous approval from 
the town board. The property was put 
up for sale after it was determined to 
be surplus to the town.

Shea said the only thing the town 
must do is find a small office space 
for the employee of the Office for 
Senior Resources that currently works 
in the VFW Hall. With the hopes of 
expanding town hall, Shea said the 
worker could be situated there in the 
future.

In the interim, Shea suggested 
possibly housing the worker at the 
town’s recreation center, though 
nothing seemed set in stone. “We have 
space somewhere,” Shea said.

Connors, when interviewed after the 
meeting, didn’t know exactly what she 
wanted to do with the property, but 
said it’s possible she may house one of 
her three children there since two of 
them are young adults.  Some of the 
uncertainty stems from not knowing 
what the zoning permits for that area, 
she added.

She originally didn’t want to take 
another project on because she and one 
of her sons, Ian, are planning to open 
a game store on Main Street. While 
the store is set to open some time in 
January, Connors knows any project 
with the VFW Hall could take awhile. 

“I came to the last board meeting 
and they said no one had bid on that,” 
Connors said. “So I thought what the 
hell, maybe the VFW would be a good 
place.” 

Philipstown Board Talks Composting; Finally Sells VFW

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Philipstown board members talk with resident Richard Franco who gave a presentation on possibly 
composting in the town.

Now OPEN! Under New Ownership
Italian Cuisine from our Family Traditions

that started in the village of Spadafora 
Now taking orders for your holiday parties

Gift Certifi cates Available

RISTORANTE  SPADAFORA 
18 Clark Place

Mahopac NY 10541
845 621-0137

fi nd us on

Internal Medicine at  
Hudson Valley has  
two convenient locations:  

At NYU Langone Internal Medicine at Hudson Valley, our 
experienced Internal Medicine professionals provide you with 
high-quality primary care services. From the common cold  
to more complex medical issues and chronic illness, we offer 
preventive care as well as a full range of diagnostic testing  
and specialized treatment plans. We also provide physicals, 
vaccinations, and prescriptions.

We’re providing the physicians you’ve come to know in your 
neighborhood with the comprehensive resources, technology  
and expertise of NYU Langone.

To make an appointment, call:

845.528.1898 — 11 Peekskill Hollow Road
914.528.8808 — 201 Waterside Professional Park, Suite 201

11 Peekskill Hollow Road 
Putnam Valley, NY 10579 
(845) 528-1898

Valerie Zarcone, DO

Matthew Ranalletta,  
Nurse Practitioner

201 Waterside Professional Park, 
Suite 201
Putnam Valley, NY 10579 
(914) 528-8808

Nadia Amin, MD



December 9 - December 15, 2014 The Putnam Examiner8

Conway said he’s asking voters to 
“seriously consider the impact that these 
building improvements will have on 
our students and their ability to have an 
effective education.”

The improvements, which would 
primarily repair and renovate the 
JFK Elementary School, CV Starr 
Intermediate School, and Brewster High 
School, Conway called “basics.” The 
referendum would address leaky roofs, 
asbestos removal, and provide additional 
security measures in the buildings, 
Conway said.

It is also meant to make renovations 
that would provide additional classrooms 
and make the buildings a 21st century 
learning space, district officials touted. 
A concession stand and new bathroom 
facilities for the main turf field are also 
included.

In 2005, the Brewster school system 
had a bond referendum that failed, 
Conway said, and it took another four 
years until a new referendum was put up 
for a vote. 

Conway said the district has been 
hosting forums, mailing informational 
brochures to every resident, and has put 
detailed information on the district’s 
website. Conway believes the district and 
school board have been as transparent as 
possible. 

One resident who attended a JFK 
building tour and community forum 
Thursday, Dan Armstrong, said he was 
against the bond referendum. Armstrong, 
who ran for the school board the last two 
years, but lost both times, said some of 
the things in the proposal could have 
been covered by capital improvements 
that don’t involve a bond vote. He was 
also skeptical of the district closing down 
the Garden Street School, rather than 

pouring resources into that currently 
empty building.

“This is a very difficult time for people 
to bear another increase in taxes,” 
Armstrong said. 

If the bond passes, the district 
would have the power to purchase new 
generators for every school building and 
Southeast Councilwoman Lynne Eckardt 
wants to work with school officials to 
designate the high school as a shelter for 

people to go to in cases of catastrophic 
weather where residents would lose 
power for an extended time and school 
would be closed. 

The high school is a central location 
Eckardt said, “where people could warm 
up, or possibly sleep and definitely have 
sanitary facilities.” Residents would 
congregate in a limited part of the high 
school restricted to places like the shower 
area and gymnasium, she added. 

“I think it’s a very important 
partnership,” Eckardt said. “People feel 
strongly that they pay a great deal in 
school taxes and a school facility should 
be open to the public.”

Conway said the possibility of the 
school becoming a shelter hasn’t been 
thoroughly researched and won’t be until 
it is determined whether the bond passes. 
Conway did caution the generators the 
district would buy aren’t meant to power 
an entire school building, but only power 
some lights and heat in a limited area. 

“We always try to partner with 
our municipal neighbors in order to 
maximize the benefits for our residents 
and certainly we would want to give this 
a real serious look and see what we can 
do with the Town of Southeast to see if 
we can make this happen,” Conway said.

The vote is from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. at 
Brewster High School.
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20 YEAR
WARRANTY

AREA RUGS
SAVE UP TO

50% OFF

LAMINATE
STARTING AT

$4.49 SQ.FT.

INSTALLED

20 YEAR
WARRANTY

Brewster Schools’ $38.9 Mil Bond Referendum Goes to Voters Today
continued from page 1

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
The turnout for the buildings tour has been small with only a few interested community members 
attending as district officials showed them around.
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By David Propper
For more than ten years, a large 

vacate lot along Route 52 leading into 
the Town of Kent has been an eyesore 
for drivers 

But now what used to be an empty, 
depressed site is filled with Christmas 
tress and holiday spirit and come the 
springtime, it’ll be a full-time nursery 
thanks to the efforts of brothers Fred 
and Joe Kussin. Following the death 
of their father, Fred III, the two have 
taken it upon themselves to continue 
running the original location of Kent 
Countryside Nursery on Ludington Ct. 
in Kent and even expand to its second 
location along Route 52, which is badly 
in need of business growth. 

“This is just a location to get a little 
more traffic and little more visibility,” 
Fred said. “This location is just better 
for Christmas.”

Over the fall, the Route 52 spot sold 
pumpkins for the first time and after a 
short break, started offering Christmas 
trees for the second consecutive year. 
Once all their trees are sold, the nursery, 
like most businesses of this type, will 
close for the winter before it opens in 
the spring as a bustling nursery, the 
exact month depending on the weather. 

Fred, 28, and Joe, 24, have been 
working side-by-side to make the new, 
advantageous location a success. The 
business is 20-years-old, opening back 
in 1994 when their late father was 
running it. 

Fred said customers and community 
members have been welcoming to the 
their mission, considering the lot used 
to be a leaky gas station and had been 
empty for at least a dozen years. 

Both have been working for 

Countryside Nursery for years as kids 
growing up so both are familiar with 
the business and when asked if they 
are doing this to continue their father’s 
legacy, both answered “absolutely.” 

While Fred always saw himself as 
someone who would be actively involved 
in the family business, Joe didn’t think 
that would be the career path he’d take. 
After graduating from college in May 
2013, Joe took a job in New Hampshire, 
but after six months came home and 
started working for the business again. 

“It was kind of one of those things 
where you don’t know what you have 
until it’s gone,” Joe said. “When I 
wasn’t working here is when I realized 
I actually enjoyed it and then that’s what 
made me decide to come back.”

Now the two are a team and both 
know their father would be proud.  

“Now he has his two boys running 
the show,” Fred said. “We’re keeping the 
place open for him and at the same time 
we’re actually expanding.”

Kent Countryside Nursery is located 
at 61 Ludington Court in Carmel and its 
phone number is 845-225-7766 and its 
other location is 525 Route 52 in Carmel. 
The second location on Route 52 is open 
until 8 p.m. seven days a week.

Kent Countryside Nursery 
Kent

Business 

of the Week

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Brothers Fred (right) and Joe Kussin stand under the sign of  Kent Countryside Nursery along Route 52.

Are you on track to reach all your 
financial goals? We are here to help.
Weiss Financial Group provides individuals and families with a level of financial expertise and service 
that makes us a valued—and trusted—partner throughout the community. Our goals are simple: to 
understand your needs, create strategies that address your unique financial situation, and deliver the 
solutions that will help you reach your objectives. For more information visit www.weiss-financial.com.

To learn more about how we can work together, or to schedule a complimentary 
consultation, please call Scott G. Weiss, CFP® at 845-621-4700. 

Weiss Financial Group is a registered investment advisor. Information presented is for educational purposes only and does 
not intend to make an offer or solicitation for the sale or purchase of any specific securities product, service, or investment 
strategy. Investments involve risk and unless otherwise stated, are not guaranteed. Be sure to first consult with a qualified 
financial adviser, tax professional, or attorney before implementing any strategy or recommendation discussed herein.

704 ROUTE 6 • MAHOPAC, NEW YORK 10541 • INFO@WEISS-FINANCIAL.COM

u   FoTax & Accounting Services through Weiss Advisory Group: 845-621-5900
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• Financial Planning
• Investment Management 
• Retirement Planning 
• Estate Planning

Scott G. Weiss, CFP®
Director of Financial Planning

Richard F. Weiss, CFP®, CPA
Founder

Keith D. Weiss, CFP®, MBA
Cheif Investment Officer
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During the month of November, 
several male staff members at Carmel 
High School vowed not to shave, all for 
a worthy cause.  The event, sponsored 
by the school’s SO, was enthusiastically 
embraced by 15 teachers and 
administrators as a way to give back 
to the community. To participate, 
entrants and other supporters from 
the staff made monetary donations. 
Winners in several categories were 
selected by the SO. 

Winners were:  
•	 Best hobo looking:  Dave Zupan 

(teacher)
•	 Ram Award:  Andrew Centano 

(teacher)
•	 2nd Place:  Jay Memmel (teacher)
•	 1st Place:  Joe Hackert (teacher)

The $200.00 raised will be donated to 
charities selected by the winners.  Each 
charity will receive $50.00 and they 
include The Wounded Warrior Project, 
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, 
the Jimmy V Foundation and The 

Susan Komen Foundation. Winners 
were selected by the SO.  

In addition to the winners, those 
who participated included: Vinnie 
Colucci, Matt Murphy, Tom Feliciotto, 

Paul Lobbe, Ryan Dall, Jeff Mahon, 
Anthony Macchiarola, Bryan Lynch, 
Rich Nordt, Mike Murphy and Rob 
McKiernan.

Examiner Media is publishing a special real estate section insert, The Real Estate Examiner, in next week’s 
newspapers. 

The Real Estate Examiner will be included in all four of  our Dec. 16-22 editions. For advertising inquiries, 
call 914-864-0878 or email advertising@theexaminernews.com.

PO Box 611, 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549

914-864-0878
www.TheExaminerNews.com

To advertise in The Examiner, 
call 914-864-0878

or e-mail 
advertising@theexaminernews.com

To inquire about paid subscriptions, email
subscriptions@theexaminernews.com 

for pricing and other details.
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Marie “Vicki” Hagan
Marie “Vicki” Hagan, a longtime 

resident of Mahopac, died on December 
2. Vicki was born in Bronx on October 17, 
1951 to Katharine and Thomas Duffy. She 
graduated from Mahopac High School 
and later went on to be employed as a 
secretary, for 20+ years, at Austin Road 
Elementary School in Mahopac. Vicki 
enjoyed gardening, traveling, reading and 
vacationing at the beach with her family 
and spoiling her grandchildren. Vicki 
was always the person everyone went to 
for help. She was an amazing mother to 
her two daughters and considered a 2nd 
mother to her younger siblings. Vicki was 
a great friend and colleague, whom many 
looked to for advice and guidance. Vicki 
is survived by her daughters Amanda 
(Mike) Hammond and Melissa (Anthony) 
Hagan Renna, two grandchildren, Lucas 
and Aeva Hammond, her four sisters, 
Barbara “Bobbie” Duffy Graig, Laura 
Duffy, Marge Duffy Virgulak, and brother 
Thomas Duffy. She was predeceased 

by her loving husband John, whom 
she was married to for over 30 years 
and her beloved dog, Maverick. There 
will be a Memorial Visitation held on 
Saturday December 13th from 11 a.m. – 
1 p.m. at Joseph J. Smith Funeral Home, 
Mahopac. In lieu of flowers, please make 
donations to the Humane Society www.
humanesociety.org.

Eugene J. Keefe
Eugene J. Keefe of Mahopac, formerly 

Brewster, died on Thursday December 4, 
at the age of 80. Gene was a truck driver 
at Brewster Transit Mix for over 40 years 
and was a life member of the Brewster 
Fire Department for 60 years. He is 
survived by his wife of 28 years Lorraine 
Infante Keefe, his children Raymond 
and Gregory (Laura) Infante, Robert 
Keefe, Linda (James) Benzie and Johnny 
(Annette) Keefe, his six grandchildren 
and two great-grandchildren. Gene was 
predeceased by his son Billy and his 
brother Thomas Keefe.

Carmel High School Student Organization 
(SO) sponsors “No Shave November”

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best to 
print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are  
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on the 
discretion of the editor. 

Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to Editor 
David Propper at  dpropper@
theexaminernews.com. 

The Putnam Examiner requires 
all letter writers provide their 
name, address and contact 
information.

Letters Policy

Obituaries

Special Advertising Section

Picture (from left to right):  Dave Zupan, Bryan Lunch, Paul Lobbe, Joe Hackert, Tom Feliciotto, Vinnie 
Colucci, Rich Nordt, Jay Memmel, Andrew Centano (photo submitted by Kerry Hackert).
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Across
1. Tina Fey creation
4. Civil rights organization, for short
9. Seek a seat
10. Thinner
12. Long time period
13. “Don’t know much about ____” 
song
14. H20 plus movie director Oliver or 
Peekskill burger restaurant
16. Like tiny tots
17. Word to a doctor
19. Fix firmly
22. Southern beauty
24. Driveway surface
25. Bad joke
26. Digest
32. Driving away
33. Biol. class topic
34. Takes unlawfully
35. Mel of baseball
36. From whence a phoenix rises
37. “As if!”

Down
1. Expanded
2. Subtle glow
3. Little biter
4. Bird domicile
5. Karen Carpenter’s voice
6. Raucous
7. Breakfast fare
8. Stick your nose in
10. Grate
11. Workbench attachment

15. Madame sheep
18. Gentleman
19. Tagged player
20. Rambo types
21. Jewelry purchase
22. Plugs
23. The Doors “The ___”
25. Locked (up)
27. Dull or boring person
28. Pumpkin desserts
29. Part of many mineral 
supplements
30. “For ___ us a child is born ...”
31. Damon of “Good Will Hunting”
32. Relaxation spot

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 17

Chloe is affectionate & 
looking for a family.Ê

  Ê

845-225-7777 Ê

The Putnam  Ê
Humane Society 

Pet  
Of The  
Week: 
ChloeÊ

Adopt Her At:Ê

111220148552_mnr_examiner_P001.pgs  11.14.2014  18:05    BLACK
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Let us Cater your Christmas Eve
Place your orders Now

Every order comes with a bottle of wine
Celebrate New Year’s Eve with Us!

DJ, Dancing, Party Favors no set price !

Complete Four Course Thanksgiving
Turkey Dinner $25.95

• Salad & Bread
• Turkey Served with 
Mashed Potatoes, 

Candied Yams, Carrots, 
Sausage Stuffing, Gravy, 

and Cranberry Sauce
• Choice of Apple 

or Pumpkin Pie

•Coffee or Tea
• Complimentary Glass 

of Wine with every 
Thanksgiving Dinner

• Our regular menu
 is also available 

Call for reservations

845-621-3836 • 878 Rt. 6 Mahopac, NY 10541
www.arturostavern.com

Complete Four Course Thanksgiving
Turkey Dinner $25.95
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Mashed Potatoes, 

Candied Yams, Carrots, 
Sausage Stuffing, Gravy, 
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Thanksgiving Dinner

• Our regular menu
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845-621-3836 • 878 Rt. 6 Mahopac, NY 10541
www.arturostavern.com

Brewster 
Shipp ing C

enter
“One Call Ships it ALL”

12 Main Street, 

Brewster, NY 10509

845-279-6633

Brewster 
Shipp ing C

enter
“One Call Ships it ALL”

12 Main Street, 

Brewster, NY 10509

845-279-6633

Let us pack and ship your 

holiday gifts around the corner 

or around the globe

Providing 18 years of Excellence in Italian Desserts

937 South Lake Blvd., Mahopac

GINGERBREAD 
HOUSES

CANNOLI
CHIP & DIP

Specializing in: .
Pies (Pumpkin, Coconut, Apple etc)

Pastries • Cookies • Cookie Trays • Cakes
Honey Balls (Struff oli) &

Wheat Pies (Pastiera)
We have Gluton Free Pound Cakes and Cookies!

Call today and place your holiday order
(845) 628-2233

Open Christmas Eve 7am-5pm 
Christmas Day 7am-1pm

Open New Year’s Day
Our friendly sta�  is waiting to serve

you your Holiday treats
Everything Baked on Premises!

Is Your Lighting 
Ready for the Holidays? 

 
845-628-9106   sales@midcountylighting.com 

 

10% OFF 
Showroom
With mention of ad

Gi�  Certifi cates
Available

Reigning Dogs & Cats Too 
�L�o�t�s�	�o�f�	�T�o�y�s�	�&�	�T�r�e�a�t�s�	�f�o�r�	�t�h�e�	

�H�o�l�i�d�a�y�	�S�e�a�s�o�n�!

�W�i�d�e�	�S�e�l�e�c�t�i�o�n�	�o�f�	
�P�e�t�	�S�u�p�p�l�i�e�s�	�&�	�G�i�f�t�s

169 Main Street • �C�o�l�d�	�S�p�r�i�n�g�,�	�N�Y�	
�8�4�5�-�2�6�5�-�3�2�3�954 Miller Rd • Mahopac NY 10541 •845 628-2127

www.westchesterputnampottery.com

Join us for Ladies Night 
on Friday Nights!

Give the Gift of Pottery
Gift Certi� cates 

make great stocking stu� ers ! 

Now booking 
Birthday Parties 

and events!

Westchester Putnam Pottery 
NOW OPEN! 

�V�i�s�i�t� �U�s� �f�o�r� �a� 
�U�n�i�q�u�e� �S�h�o�p�p�i�n�g� �E�x�p�e�r�i�e�n�c�e

�B�u�y�i�n�g� �&� �S�e�l�l�i�n�g
Jewelry • Coins •Antiques • Glassware • Gifts • Etc

571 Route 6 • 845-628-0362
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK TILL CHRISTMAS 10AM-5PM

Baldwin Place
80 Route 6
(914) 245-1222
Somers
10 Heritage 202 Ctr
(914) 277-5656

Wishing You A

Jefferson Valley
3656 Lee Road
(914) 245-1222

www.RaymondOpticians.com

Eye Exams Contact Lenses

Most Insurance Accepted Including....

Prescriptions Filled Designer Sunglasses

Raymond Opticians
Baldwin Place
80 Route 6
(914) 245-1222

Jefferson Valley
3656 Lee Road
(914) 245-1222

Family Owned & Operated Since 1959

FLEX SPENDING

Don’t forget
to use your

Winter Special

 off
$100 Designer Frames

with lens purchase

Some restrictions apply. Not valid with insurance or any other offer, sale, or
package price. Must present coupon prior to purchase. Offer  valid through 03/31/15.

Merry Christmas 
and Happy 

Holidays from 
everyone at

 Examiner Media!
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As a homeowner, that magic 
time between Thanksgiving 
and New Year’s Day is my 
favorite time of year.  

Others may prefer spring 
when the garden is awakening 
and we may be spending most 
of our time outside, or mid or 
late summer when the flower 
and vegetable gardens are in 
full bloom, or perhaps the fall 
when the rich colors of nature 
can take our breath away.

But for me, I’m most grateful 
for my home and the pleasures 
it affords in the dead of winter. 
That is the time when, finally, 
that stubborn grout weed that 
plagues my property is in total 
remission for the season, the 
leaves have been raked and composted 
and my time has suddenly expanded 
exponentially for other duties inside the 
house.

Those duties can include something 
as big as finally calling in the Flooring 
Girl Debbie Gartner to refinish that 
horrible floor in a guest room that has 
been hidden by a rug for 40 years. Or it 
could mean tiny chores like gluing on the 
knob to that antique chest that fell off 10 

or 12 years ago or disguising all 
those furniture scratches that 
have accumulated through the 
years with Old English Scratch 
Cover. 

This year, the extra time 
gifted us by those Fridays off 
after Thanksgiving, Christmas 
and New Year’s will be well 
spent in sorting through 
years of possessions, deciding 
what to let go of, as my wife 
and I navigate the acquisition 
of a new home. Actually, 
as addicted collectors, only 
partially recovered, and as 
clothes horses still actively 
addicted, we go through this 
exercise every winter when 
we have the extra time to go 

through our closets. My wife Margaret 
does it like clockwork and then she 
shames me into tackling mine when she 
occasionally checks out its condition.   

The holiday season is also the time 
when our homes never looked cleaner or 
better with decorations, ready to receive 
guests. Well, actually that is normally the 
case, but this year, with this transition, 
our home is in total disarray. It looks 
much like a warehouse.

At the same time, our new secondary 
home -- a pied de terre, if you will --  is 
totally empty, awaiting our arrival this 
week. We do not yet have rugs for our 
great room so our living room grouping 
and our dining room table and chairs will 
be sitting on bare floors, and our new 
sofa will take six weeks to arrive, but no 
worry. My wife and I have vowed that 
the very first item we will have delivered 
is a large Christmas tree, fully decorated, 
centered in front of a gorgeous Palladian-
style window on the fifth floor of our 
building where passersby can see it, like a 
beacon that we’re there, welcoming in the 
holiday season, ready to go to work with 
a thousand and one projects to make an 
empty space our new vacation home.

For some years, I have written about 
my journey as a homeowner planning to 
sell my home and all the preparations that 
went into it. It gave me a lot of material 
to write about. As luck would have it, 
fortunate circumstances allow us to 
keep our current home as our primary 
residence and professional offices while 
enjoying a “getaway not far away” at 
the same time, in a lovely country club 
setting. I’ve always dreamed of having 
a second home for fun, albeit in a more 
distant setting, but odd duck that I am, I 

found my vacation setting much closer to 
home, so who wants to travel?

And I’ll enjoy sharing with you the 
experiences of the artisan talents I’m 
discovering to create a beautiful setting 
with all the trappings of a vacation home.  
Just yesterday I toured the place with 
a brilliant cabinetmaker and a lighting 
designer and I can’t wait to share with you 
what we’ve dreamed up.

So especially this season, I’m looking 
forward to utilizing my extra holiday 
time to toast in the New Year, once again 
singing Auld Lang Syne, once again trying 
to remember what the heck those words 
mean, much like trying to remember 
where I’ve left the remote control for the 
garage door for one house and my keys to 
the other.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Why the Holidays Can Be the Best Time To Be a Homeowner

Why Drive?
For Information Call: 
JTR Transportation
845.483.0432
www.SeeYouOnTheBus.com

Tuesdays, Thursdays 
& Sundays
Hyde Park
Poughkeepsie
Fishkill
Brewster/Carmel

$40 BONUS PACKAGE VALUE!
$15 Meal/Retail Coupon
Two $10 Free Bets & One $5 Free Bet

$30
Round Trip
Bus Fare

OUR BUS IS 
YOUR BEST BET.

Bonus packages are issued to individuals 21 years of age or older. Bonus packages are issued to individuals 21 years of age or older. Bonus packages are issued to individuals 21 years of age or older. Bonus packages are issued to individuals 21 years of age or older. Bonus packages are issued to individuals 21 years of age or older. Bonus packages are issued to individuals 21 years of age or older. 
To receive a casino bonus package, passengers must have a To receive a casino bonus package, passengers must have a To receive a casino bonus package, passengers must have a To receive a casino bonus package, passengers must have a To receive a casino bonus package, passengers must have a To receive a casino bonus package, passengers must have a 
Momentum card or be able to sign up for a Momentum card Momentum card or be able to sign up for a Momentum card Momentum card or be able to sign up for a Momentum card Momentum card or be able to sign up for a Momentum card Momentum card or be able to sign up for a Momentum card Momentum card or be able to sign up for a Momentum card 
on day of travel. Proper identification required. Please visit the on day of travel. Proper identification required. Please visit the on day of travel. Proper identification required. Please visit the on day of travel. Proper identification required. Please visit the on day of travel. Proper identification required. Please visit the on day of travel. Proper identification required. Please visit the 
Bus Marketing Window for official rules. Offer subject to change Bus Marketing Window for official rules. Offer subject to change Bus Marketing Window for official rules. Offer subject to change Bus Marketing Window for official rules. Offer subject to change Bus Marketing Window for official rules. Offer subject to change Bus Marketing Window for official rules. Offer subject to change Bus Marketing Window for official rules. Offer subject to change Bus Marketing Window for official rules. Offer subject to change Bus Marketing Window for official rules. Offer subject to change 
without notice. mohegansun.comwithout notice. mohegansun.comwithout notice. mohegansun.com

Why not extend your stay? 
Visit mymohegansun.com 
to view your hotel rates.

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner   914-864-0878   advertising@theexaminernews.com
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The aging of wine 
is a rather open-
ended term lacking 
any specificity to 
a particular wine. 
Your concept of 
aging may be a 
matter of a few 
days – or hours. 
Mine may be 

several decades. 
While one consumer may not have the 

patience or ideal storage environment to 
age wine properly, another may invest 
thousands of dollars in a state-of-the-art 
home wine cellar to allow a fine wine to 
develop and mature over an extended 
period.  

A number of wine regions and 
individual wineries around the world 
age certain of their wines at the 
winery before they are released in the 
marketplace. Thus, a consumer has the 
choice of purchasing wines that 
have been “pre-aged” and ready 
for immediate consumption. 
When you pop open that bottle 
you purchased today, it may 
already have been coddled 
through several years of 
aging.

Typical winery aging for 
both reds and whites is 12 to 
15 months. However, some 

wines are intended to be 
consumed fresh and even 
a bit effervescent; they are 
released after just a few 
months aging. Examples: 
Rosé, Beaujolais Nouveau.

Certain reds are 
mandated by regulatory 
bodies to be aged for a specific period 
before release. 

Example: five years for a Brunello 
di Montalcino. Add an additional 
year and the winemaker may add the 
term “Riserva” on the label. When 
you purchase a Brunello, the label will 
thus indicate the period of aging at the 
winery.

Such rules govern other red wines as 
well. In other wine regions, local practice 
is considered sacrosanct. 

Example: in the Bordeaux and 
Burgundy regions of France, local 
winemakers typically will age wines in 
their cellars for two years before release. 
The responsibility for continuing the 
aging process necessary for the wine 

to fully develop (as many as 20 
years) is left to merchants and 
collectors with personal wine 
cellars.  

Each release date is 
governed locally and may 

or may not carry a unique 
term designating the age. 

Of course simple math is a 
key indicator. E

Example: If you purchase 
a bottle of Spanish Rioja 
from the 1997 vintage with 
the term Gran Reserva on 
the label, your smartphone 
browser will tell you 

that it was aged in barrel and bottle 
at the winery for five years and your 
smartphone calculator will tell you it has 
been aging away from the winery for an 
additional 12 years. A unique wine that 
goes beyond regulatory guidelines: Vega 
Sicilia Unico, a world-renowned Spanish 
wine that is typically aged in the winery 
for 10 years (or more) before release, 
making it one of the longest held wines 
in the world. 

As one might expect, having a wine aged 
under the controlled environment and 
professional supervision at the winery 
will extract the greatest expression of 
the wine and assure the consumer of its 
“provenance,” the documented history 
of the cellar conditions under which a 
wine has been stored. 

Another example of prolonged aging: 
select Champagnes. Certain vintages 
are outstanding compared to others; 
Champagne makers, like the producer 
of Dom Pérignon, often age these bottles 
longer – up to 15 years – before releasing 
them into the market, where under 

proper storage conditions they may age 
gracefully for several more decades. 

Needless to say, each release of Vega 
Sicilia and Dom Pérignon carry an 
associated premium to compensate the 
wineries for the added cost of long-term 
cellaring, and the allure that a rare wine 
generates.

The choice is yours. Purchase a young, 
built-to-last wine and age it yourself in 
your (expensive) home wine storage 
unit or purchase a winery-aged wine, 
at a considerably higher cost than a 
typical bottle of wine, and enjoy it at 
your convenience. Next week I’ll focus 
on several at-home wine storage options.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com 
or on Twitter @sharingwine.

When Winemakers Age Wines for a Consumer’s Enjoyment

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine ‘Ready for 
immediate 

consumption’

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and neighbors, we’d 

like to encourage you to support your local businesses. Watch our 

“Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy Pleasantville” special on PCTV and 

pctv76.org for ideas. And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

It’s all about you.

THINK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL
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Heroin overdose deaths have risen 
more than 120 percent in Putnam 
County over recent years. Thirty-three 
fatalities occurred in the two-year 
period of 2012 and 2013, up from 15 
in 2010 and 2011. These grim statistics 
are behind the recent launch of a NYS-
approved opioid overdose prevention 
program by the Putnam County 
Department of Health (PCDOH). 
The department joins dozens of other 
counties in the state adopting this public 
health intervention that makes use of 
the antidote drug naloxone, essentially 
reversing the overdose. 

“This epidemic has made a 
heartbreaking mark on families, friends 
and our local communities,” says 
Commissioner of Health Allen Beals, 
MD, “and we’re responding to County 

Executive MaryEllen Odell’s call for 
action in the war on addiction.”  The 
County Executive made this a prime 
focus in her recent 2015 Putnam 
County Budget Address, introducing a 
campaign of education and awareness 
to combat the problem and challenging 
all agencies, public and private, to 
collaborate and address the issue. 

Naloxone, which goes under the trade 
name Narcan®, blocks opioids in the 
nervous system for 30 to 90 minutes, 
and provides enough time for transport 
to an emergency room. The drug will be 
administered intranasally, (although it 
is also available as an injectable drug). 
The

PCDOH is providing the medication 
free of charge to law enforcement 
and other first responders once they 

complete the proper training.
“Of course, this is not a solution to 

the problem, but it will save lives,” Dr. 
Beals continues. 

Putnam County does not face this 
drug crisis alone. Drug overdose is 
a significant issue in the state and in 
fact the country, prompting NYSDOH 
legislation that makes it legal for non-
medical personnel to administer this 
prescription medicine to someone 
to keep an overdose from becoming 
fatal. The drug has been successfully 
prescribed and distributed to not only 
law enforcement, but also directly to 
heroin users, their families and friends 
in 15 states and Washington DC.  The 
Harm Reduction Coalition reports that 
by the end of 2010 over 50,000 kits had 
been distributed nationwide and over 

10,000 overdoses had been reversed, 
saving that many lives.  

Further information on the opioid 
overdose prevention program is 
available at: www.health.ny.gov and 
search “opioid overdose prevention.”

The Health Department’s mission 
is to improve and protect the health 
of the Putnam County community, 
composed of nearly 100,000 residents. 
Core services include community 
health assessment, disease surveillance 
and control, environmental health 
protection, family health promotion and 
health education. For more information, 
please visit the PCDOH website at www.
putnamcountyny.com/health or visit the 
social media sites on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/putnamhealth and Twitter 
@PutnamHealthNY. 

Did you know that of the fatal crashes 
in 2010, the highest percentage of drunk 
drivers was for drivers ages 21 to 24 (34 
percent), followed by ages 25 to 34 (30 
percent) and 35 to 44 (25 percent)? Did 
you know that the number of people 
killed in distraction-affected crashes 
decreased slightly from 3,360 in 2011 
to 3,328 in 2012. An estimated 421,000 
people were injured in motor vehicle 
crashes involving a distracted driver, 
this was a nine percent increase from the 
estimated 387,000 people injured in 2011? 
(Source: Distraction.gov).

On December 1, 2010, President 
Barack Obama signed a Presidential 
Proclamation stating that December 
would be observed as National Impaired 
Driving Prevention Month.  The 
Proclamation focuses not only on the 
prevention of drinking and drugged 
driving, but the prevalence of “distracted 
driving” due to “electronic equipment 
and texting”. The Proclamation is a call 
for all individuals to practice safety by 
not getting behind the wheel impaired by 

alcohol and drugs, including those drugs 
prescribed by a medical provider.

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration (SAMHSA) 
announced the results of a nationwide 
survey related to impaired driving. The 
self reporting survey concluded that “In 
an average year, 30 million Americans 
drive drunk , 10 million drive impaired 
by illicit drugs.” 

Thousands of people die due to the 
prevalence of drinking or drugged driving, 
and many innocent lives are shattered 
as a result.  The ramifications don’t end 
with injury or family loss. According to 
the National Council on Alcoholism and 
Other Drug Dependencies “the annual 
cost of alcohol-related crashes totals more 
than 51 million dollars”. 

“The Putnam County Communities 
That Cares Coalition is dedicated to 
preventive measures geared towards 
reducing the intake of alcohol and illicit 
drugs, especially to protect our youth.  This 
includes reckless or negligent behavior 
when using prescribed medication. This 

is not only a local priority, but a national 
concern as well. For drivers 15-19 years 
old involved in fatal crashes, 21 percent 
of the distracted drivers were distracted 
by the use of cell phones ” said Joseph 
DeMarzo, Deputy Commissioner of 
Putnam County Mental Health, Social 
Services and Youth Bureau.

“The prevention of debilitated driving, 
whether it is from substance use or 
distracted driving is imperative at any 
time. That being said, the holiday season 
is a time when more gatherings take place 
and traveling is sometimes inevitable. We 
encourage individuals to utilize public 
transportation should they drink or use 
medication. It will protect you, your 
family, and the community as a whole.” 
said Elaine Santos, Putnam County 
Communities That Care Coalition 
Coordinator.

Coalition Tips for Residents :
•	 Designate a sober driver before 

celebrations begin. 
•	 Never serve those under the age of 21 

alcohol. 

•	 Plan safe parties, including providing 
non-alcoholic drink options to guests 
and not serving alcohol the last hour of 
the gathering. 

•	 Be prepared to get everyone home 
safe in case your plans or individual 
circumstances change. 

•	 Driving is a serious responsibility. 
Discuss what it means to be a safe driver 
with your teen and set ground rules for 
when they’re behind the wheel. If your 
teen is on the road, they should stay off 
the phone.

•	 Remember:  It can wait! No text message 
is more important than your life (or 
another).
Members of the Putnam CTC Coalition 

are available if you have any questions or 
would like for us to do a presentation to your 
organization on this or any other substance 
abuse trends that affect our children.  
Please visit and join us on Facebook by 
searching “Putnam County Communities 
That Care – NY” or on Twitter at http://
twitter.com/#!/PutnamCTCNY or call 
845-225-4646.

PCDOH Launches Opioid Overdose Prevention Program

December is National Drunk, Drugged, and 
Distracted Driving Prevention Month

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts for the Holidays at Somers Custom Framing

Sacred Heart Gifts and Apparel
926 Rt 6 DeRaffele Plaza • Mahopac • 845-621-7777

www.sacredheartcatholicgoods.com • (Find us on Facebook 

Blessings to 
Your Families this 
Christmas season!

Come see us for your religous gifts
Jewelry, Memorial Gifts, Nativities,

Saint Medals, Frames, 
Cards and More!

Specializing in Baptism 
and Communion Apparel
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Ongoing
Food for Fines and Toys for Tots at 

the Kent Library until December 31st, the 
Kent Public Library will accept “Food for 
Fines.” Library patrons can have $1 waived 
from current overdue fines for each can 
or non-perishable food item they donate.  
This will only apply to Kent Public Library 
fines, not fines from other libraries.  Food 
cannot be used to pay for lost books or 
other lost items.  Collected food will be 
donated to Putnam Community Action 
Program. The Kent Public Library will 
also collect new, unwrapped toys for the 
Marine Corps Reserve  “Toys for Tots” 
program.  Donating toys will not pay for 
overdue fines, but will give the donors 
the satisfaction of having given a child a 
happier holiday.  

The Putnam/Northernwestchester 
Counties Toys for Tots Program is now 
getting under way for more information 
contact Bill Lewis coordinator at 845-
528- 7987 or blbb64usmc@yahoo.com. 
for drop off locations go to our web site 
at www. toysfortots.org click on drop 
off sites, than state and than Putnam/
Westchester. We will be at the Jefferson 
Valley mall and Toys R Us Jefferson Valley 
weekends only. New unwrapped toys may 
be drop off at any of our drop off locations. 
Checks made payable to the toys for tots 
foundation may be mailed to toys for tots 
44 somerset la, Putnam Valley, NY 10579.

In-Stitches Knitting Club at Reed 
Library (845-225-2439).  Wednesday 
mornings 10:30 a.m. to noon and 
Thursday evenings 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.  
Beginners and experienced knitters and 
crocheters are welcomed in this fun and 
friendly group.  
Cancer Support: 

Cancer Support Available: Support 
Connection, Inc., a not-for profit 
organization that provides free, 
confidential support services for people 
affected by breast and ovarian cancer, 
offers a wide range of free support groups 

women with breast and ovarian cancer. 
Groups focus on topics pertaining to 
living with cancer through all stages of 
diagnosis, treatment and post-treatment. 
They are offered in Westchester, 
Putnam and Dutchess, and by toll-free 
teleconference. For a complete calendar 
of groups at all locations, visit www.
supportconnection.org. Advance 
registration is required for all groups; call 
914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.
Friday, December 12

A John Denver Christmas Starring 
Ted Vigil. 8 p.m. Description: Welcome 
Ted Vigil in A John Denver Christmas, a 
heart-warming tribute which has become 
a holiday tradition. A John Denver 
Christmas will celebrate the holidays with 
the beloved songs of the Rocky Mountain 
troubadour, featuring cherished songs 
such as Rocky Mountain High, Annie’s 
Song, Sunshine on My Shoulder and 
all of Denver’s hits, as well as some of 
the holiday season’s best loved songs. 
Ted Vigil’s uncanny physical and vocal 
resemblance to Denver will charm the 
audience with his inspirational tribute 
to John Denver and his musical legacy.  
Cost: $29, $39 (incl tax/fee) Paramount 
Hudson Valley Theater. 1008 Brown St. 
Peekskill.  914-739-0039
Saturday, December 13

Katonah Art Center 131 Bedford 
Rd. 7:30 p.m.– 9:30 p.m., Pinot and 
Paint.  Spend an evening creating art 
with your friends in one of our spacious 
art studios.  Bring your wine, creativity, 
and refreshments.  A KAC instructor 
will cover basic color mixing and 
painting techniques and assist students 
as they learn.  A beautiful still life will 
be provided.  No experience necessary, 
smocks included. For more info: 
katonahartcenter.com 914- 232-4843

Historical Society Holiday Boutique 
Schoolhouse Museum. 301 Peekskill 
Hollow Road. Soy Candles, Baked Goods, 
Jewelry, Handcrafted Gift Baskets, Local 
Honey & Syrup. Handmade items, Shop 
Locally and Support History. 10 p.m.-4 
p.m. 

Annual Putnam Valley Holiday 
Gathering: 6 p.m.-8 p.m. Town Park 
Pavilion. Come Celebrate the Holiday 
Season With Friends, Family, and 
Community. All are encouraged to bring 
a non-perishable. Food donations for the 
PV Food Pantry. Toys for Tots Drop Box 
Available. 

The Lights of Hope and Joy: 6 p.m. and 
9 p.m. 12-14 or 19-21 for the second annual 
Lights of Hope and Joy, presented by 
Children’s Bible Fellowship. 250 Nimham 
Road in Carmel. Stroll through our 
campus and enjoy over 10,000 Christmas 
lights, synchronized to Christmas music. 
Have fun on an old fashioned hayride. 
It’s a perfect way to spend quality holiday 
time with your family and friends. 

Admission is free. Refreshments will be 
available for a nominal cost. In addition, 
come early for a Craft and Vendor Fair 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. It’ll be a terrific 
opportunity to purchase Christmas gifts. 
Learn more about The Lights of Hope and 
Joy or to become a vendor on our Craft 
and Vendor Day, contact us by e-mail at 
info@cbfny.com or call 845-225-2005.

27 Santas and an Elf Called Kevin: 
Santa Claus is coming to town! But so 
is his jealous twin brother Gunta who’d 
like to be the top man, himself. The good 
news is that elves Mitch, Pru, and Jill, 
and Kevin, of course, are just the ones 
to outwit the evil Gunta and his hench-
elves, Bob and McNasty. It all plays out in 
the wonderful musical about saving the 
magic of Christmas by Andy Street and 
Jonathan Kydd. Andy wrote music for 
Sesame Street, Madeline and Strawberry 
Shortcake before becoming an Associate 
Music Director and Vocal Coach for 
American Idol. And, don’t miss your 
chance to get a holiday photo with Santa. 
We’ll take a limited number after each 
show, so order yours today!  For tickets 
call 914-739-0039 (ext 2) or visit http://
paramounthudsonvalley.com
Monday, December 14 

A Compassionate Friends Worldwide 
Candle Lighting for family and friends 
to remember a child or sibling who 

has died at any.  6:30 p.m. at Trinity 
Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall, Route 
6, Brewster. This non-denominational 
event includes readings, music, lighting 
of candles and reading of names. Those 
attending may bring a photo or small 
memento for the remembrance table. For 
more information, to RSVP or to have 
your child/sibling remembered if you 
are unable to attend, please call 845-225-
4076.

Carmel Recreation and Parks 
Department Breakfast with Santa: 
Breakfast with Santa. 10 a.m. at Sycamore 
Park, 790 Long Pond Road, Mahopac, 
and Reservations are required; space is 
limited, so sign up early. $9 per resident 
w/ID cards ages 2 and up. $15 per non-
resident.  Join us for breakfast, crafts, 
and more!  A great photo opportunity, so 
be sure to bring your camera! For more 
information, please call the office at (845) 
628-7888.
Sunday, December 21

New Life Bible Church invites you 
to our Christmas Services. at 11 a.m. 
With refreshments to follow the service. 
All children will receive a small gift. 
Also we have our annual Christmas 
Eve Candlelight Service at 6:30 p.m. We 
are located at 476 Farmers Mills Road, 
Carmel, NY 10512. For more information 
call 845 225-4620.

Crossword 
Answers

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks 

prior to your event and include the words “Happenings 
Calendar Submission” in your email subject line. Entries 

should be sent to Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.

Putnam CAP Hosts Toy Drive
Each year Putnam CAP hosts a holiday toy drive 
for youth in the area that wouldn’t get presents 
otherwise. Last year, Putnam County made 
holiday wishes come true for 750 local children. 
Putnam CAP is encouraging residents to get 
involved and donate a toy up until Dec. 21. 
Locations to drop off  toys include the Brewster 
Chamber of  Commerce, the Mahopac- Carmel 
Chamber of  Commerce, the Retreat at Carmel 
by Pulte Homes, Fresh Organic Salon Solutions, 
Hollowbrook Travel, and Putnam CAP Offices. 

Below are suggested toy ideas based on 
certain ages.

Wish List
For Ages Infant to 3
Baby Dolls (no small parts), My First Legos,
Educational Toys (ABC or Number games),
Musical Toys, Crib Toys, Mobiles,
Anything Sesame Street,
Blocks, Pull Toys, Anything Baby Einstein,
Anything Dora the Explorer or Disney, Fisher 
Price Sing-Along Stage

For Children Ages 4 to 10
Anything Princess, Remote Control Cars/
Trucks, Legos, Trains,
Doll Stroller, Tea Set, Play Foods,

Skateboards, Sleds/Snow Tubes,
Play Kitchen Sets,
Anything Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles,
Anything Dora the Explorer or Diego,
Anything “Frozen”
Basketballs, soccer balls, Skateboards,
Dress-up clothes, Nickelodeon Toys, Disney 
Toys

For Adolescents & Teens
Hair Dryers, Curling Irons, Flat Irons, Electric 
Rollers
Bath and body Soaps, Sprays, Lotions, etc.
Nail Polish and Make-up Gift Sets, Perfume,
Electric Razors & shaving kits, Skateboards, 
Sleds/Snow Tubes, Scooters
Sports Jerseys/Baseball Caps,
Digital Cameras, Latest DVDs & DVD Players, 
Trac Phones, iPod Shuffles, iHomes, iTunes 
cards,
Skateboard Brand Clothing
$25 Gift Certificates
Applebees, Chili’s, Movies, Old Navy, Dunkin 
Donuts
Danbury Mall, Jefferson Valley Mall, Kohl’s, 
Walmart, Best Buy,
Forever 21, K-Mart, Starbucks, Visa/Amex Gift 
Cards
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 120914

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for 

the next week’s publication

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

ADoPTion
Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring li-
censed adoption agency provides fi-
nancial and emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved families. Call 
Joy toll free 1-866-922-3678 or confi-
dential email:Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
ThroughAdoption.org

A childless young married couple (she-
30/he-37) seeks to adopt. Will be hands-
on mom/devoted dad. Financial security. 
Expenses paid. Call/text. Mary & Adam. 
1-800-790-5260.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Condos For salE
CENTRAL FLORIDA Direct Water-
front Condo at below builder cost! Was 
$560,000, Now $169,900. 3 bedroom, 
turnkey, close to major cities. Visit online 
fllakefrontcondos.com

HelP WAnTeD
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students  Housing available. Job place-

ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

Home imProvemenT
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED 
OR SETTLED? Contact Woodford 
Brothers Inc, for straightening, leveling, 
foundation and wood frame repairs at 
1-800-OLD-BARN. www.woodfordbros.
com. "Not applicable in Queens county"

in Home PeT SiTTinG
PLEASANT PAWS INN  LLC  Cater-
ing to the most discerning dog owners 
in Westchester.  Our home will be their 
home. 24/7 one on one love. Boarding, 
daycare, walks &  transportation services 
available.  Book a reservation at info@
pleasantpawsinn.com or 914-773-2020 
or 914-906-8414. 9 Hobby St., Pleasant-
ville.

land For salE
CATSKILL MTN SHORT SALE! 108 
acres - $189,900 Mtn views, new well, 
fields, woods, subdividable! Town rd, 
utils! $200K under market! Fin avail! 888-
479-3394 Newyorklandandlakes.com

DEER RIVER/NY STATE LAND 5 
acres- Deer River- $19,995. Borders state-
land. Excellent grouse and deer area. 
Borders ATV/snowmobile trail. Financ-
ing available. $157/month -Contact us 
by phone to receive FREE closing costs! 
1-800-229-7843. Or visit www.Landan-
dCamps.com
LENDER ORDERED SALE! 10 acres - 
$29,900 Trout stream, woods, apple trees, 

town rd, utils, EZ terms! Priced $30K be-
low market! ††888-905-8847 or newyork-
landandlakes.com

leGAl noTiCe
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT 
A LICENSE, NUMBER 1282689, FOR 
BEER AND WINE has been applied 
for by the undersigned to sell beer and 
wine at retail in a restaurant under the 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Law at 84-
86 Mamaroneck Avenue, White Plains, 
NY 10601 for on premises consumption.
Muse Paintbar LLC

TOWN OF SOMERS NOTICE OF 
AVAILABILITY OF AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING UNITS THE TOWN OF 
SOMERS is advertising the availability 
of two newly constructed  0ne Bedroom 
Affordable Housing units located at    341 
Route 202 in the historic Somers Hamlet.  
These bright and airy, finely finished  sec-
ond floor walk-up apartment units  are 
available to one person households whose 
maximum annual income is  no greater 
than $58,100 and to two-person house-
holds whose maximum income is no 
greater than $66,400.  Estimated rents are 
$1,373 to $1,416.  Please contact the Town 
of Somers Planning Office at 914-277-
5366 for an application. Applications will 
be accepted from  Tuesday, December 9, 
2014  through Noon on Tuesday, January 
6, 2015 in the Office of the Somers Town 
Clerk, Somers Town House, 335 Route 
202, Somers, NY, 10589.    

misCEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

out oF statE rEal EstatE
Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach, Close to riverfront district. 
New models from $99,000.  772-581-
0080, www.beach-cove.com

WAnTeD
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics,† 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NJ: 1-800-488-4175

Cash for OLD Comics! Buying 10c and 
12c comic books or MASSIVE quanti-
ties of after 1970 Also buying toys, sports, 
music and more! Call Brian: 1-800-617-
3551

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR
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Brewster Claws Put Valley, 68-29
RICK KUPERBERG PHOTO
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Tigers & Bears, Oh My!

Brewster’s Alyssa Rodriguez (L) and Emily Sanyshyn get down and dirty for loose ball with Putnam Valley’s Alyssa Stockinger (diving) and Maria Tomais (L) in the Bears’ 68-29 victory over the Tigers last week… 
see Girls’ Hoops Notebook
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Old Faces in New Places as Hoops’ Eras Begin Anew
Mahopac, Peekskill, Yorktown, Brewster Usher in New Coaches
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

New eras are usually an exhilarating 
time, a period of renewed vim and 
vigor, a time when a fresh message 
rings within the ears of the players 
within a particular program. A new 
epoch was ushered in last week in 
places like Yorktown, Mahopac, 
Brewster and Peekskill, where 
longtime veteran basketball coaches 
were replaced by new faces, and the 
results were generally good all around.

At Mahopac High, former Pace 
University College Coach Jim Harter 
took over for Kevin Downes, now 
coaching at Yorktown High. Both were 
victorious in their initial endeavors; 
Harter, the wily wizard, knocking 
off new Peekskill Coach Tim Turner, 
74-66, behind 22 points from junior 
swingman Dan Foley and 18 from 
junior G Christian Donahoe in his 
ballyhooed inauguration in Indian 
Country. The more-or-less subdued 
sideline was nothing like it was under 
the fiery Downes, but the end-game 
was the same: Physical, Tenacious… this-
is-how-we-do basketball at Mahopac. 
It’s a 12-man fox-hole and its hell on the 
opposition, and Harter was totally cool 

with it.
“We had a lot of guys step up,” Harter 

said, noting senior F Chris Esernio, who 
nailed two big treys in the fourth after 

being plagued by foul 
trouble throughout the 
first half. “And then 
Christian’s steal and 
three-point play after 
the Foley bucket were 
big. I’m really proud of 
the way we stepped up 
tonight, because we had 
to grind that win out.” 

Mahopac’s fox-hole 
mentality prevailed, 
breaking open a 55-51 
game in the fourth. Foley 
and Donahoe sealed the 
deal with a Foley hoop, 
followed by a Donahoe 
steal off the inbound, 
which he took to the rack 
for an and-one three-
point play, providing 
a pivotal swing in the 
game.

“In the end we just got 
in our rhythm and hit 
shots,” Foley said. “We 
have a lot of football 
players on this team, so 
we’re pretty thick and 
pretty strong, and we 
like to use that to our 
advantage, and that’s 
what we have to do 
this year is wear teams 

down and outhustle 
them basically. Donahoe 
stepped up and played 
huge. We got in some 
foul trouble early and he 
came off the bench and 
played amazing.”

The adjustment under 
Harter has been fairly 
simple for the Indians, 
according to Foley.

“I mean, our offense 
is more open I would 
say, anybody can go in 
and score,” Foley said. 
“It’s hard to explain, 
but it’s totally different, 
but change is good 
sometimes, and once 
we mesh you’ll see a 
different team.”…
HUSKERS DO DAMAGE

At about the same 
time just 10 miles south, 
Downes’ Huskers were 
tripping up reigning 
Section 1 Class A 

champion Walter Panas, 51-37, last 
Friday night behind 18 points from junior 
hotshot Nick DeGennaro, who ranged 
well on 4 of 7 from downtown. Senior 
Mason Dyslin, a lanky 6-foot-5 Vassar-
bound senior, added 15 points, seven 
rebounds and three blocks 
for the Huskers, who turned 
out in full throat to support 
their new coach, who, much 
to the dismay of the Mahopac 
Maniacs, called Yorktown’s 
Crop #TheBestStudentSection 
Around in a Friday night tweet 
issued by @YorktownH.

“Once we got through 
the early game nerves and 
excitement we settled down,” 
Coach Downes said. “Nick 
DelBene did a great job 
defensively on (Mike) Evans, 
who is a special player. He really 
slowed him down the second 
quarter. Jesse Bambach gave 
us the jump-start we needed 
off the bench.  His energy was 
off the charts and he gave us 
solid scoring, rebounding and 
hustle. Nick DeGennaro got us 
going in transition and shot the 
ball very well. Mason finished 
with 15 and 7, which is a solid 
night, but he only scratched the 
surface with what he is capable 
of. I thought overall we were 
solid defensively and shot fairly 
well but I was not satisfied with 
how we rebounded. We need 

to improve in that area. It felt good to get 
our first win but we definitely have a lot of 
work to do.”

The Huskers have a big week ahead with 
a trip to Peekskill.

“I don’t think Yorktown has won at 
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS
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Mahopac’s Chris Eserio reacts to a game-changing trey that 
ignited a Mahopac run in win over Peekskill.

Mahopac’s Christian Donahoe hits a late bucket to help seal deal in win 
over Peekskill.

Mahopac’s Christian Donahoe lets out a yell with teammate Aiden 
Hynes after his clutch fourth-quarter steal and hoop helped 
secure win over Peekskill.

Mahopac’s Shane Stokes works the low block on Peekskill’s 
Jamie Lent in Indians win over Red Devils.
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
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are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 
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Peekskill in 30 years,” Downes said.
Not many team have. The Huskers will 

also be home for John Jay EF and face a 
top-tier AA team in Mamaroneck…

FAST BREAKS: The adjustment to 
Harter may take Mahopac a few games, 
but the adjustment to Section 1 officiating 
could take all season; and not just for 

Mahopac and Peekskill. The new “Hot 
Stove” rule (for lack of a better term), 
which minimizes hand-checking and 
holding, resulted in more than 60 fouls 

called against the Red Devils and Indians; 
two programs that have traditionally 
liked to bump, grind and grab from 
behind. The point of emphasis among 
referees in NYSPHSAA is to eliminate, as 
much as possible, illegal hand-checking, 
grabbing and anything else that illegally 
deters a player from making headway to 

the basket.
“I’ve never been a 

part of a game in my 
24 years of coaching 
where there were as 
many fouls called,” 
Harter said. “I guess 
it’s a point of emphasis 
in the game right now 
to call things closer, 
but there was no 
rhythm to the game.” 

Schools might 
have to consider 
an early dismissal 
to get weeknight 
games finished before 
9:00 p.m. if officials 
continue to blow their 
whistles like they did 
in Week 1…

BREWSTER Coach 
Tom Nelligan, the 
former Bears assistant 
coach and four-time 

Section 1 champion coach at Kennedy 
Catholic, took over for 31-year mentor 
John Martino. The Bears reached the 
finals of the Byram Hills Winter Classic 

before falling, 59-53, to the host 
Bobcats despite an All-Tourney 
effort from John Palmieri (13 
points)...

PEEKSKILL replaced NYS 
hall of Famer Lou Panzanaro, the 
section’s winningest coach, with 
longtime assistant Turner, and 
while Peekskill was supposed 
to be in full rebuilding mode, 
it still gave four-time Class AA 
semifinalists Mahopac fits for 
four quarters before wilting 
down the stretch…

Greeley beat LAKELAND, 
50-47, in the finals of the 
6th annual Carolyn Conroy 
Memorial Tournament despite 
an All-Tourney effort from Mike 
Morelli (21 points)… PUTNAM 
VALLEY senior G Ryan Basso 
has been torching cords to 
start the season. The third-year 
captain senior scored a school-
record 37 points in the Tigers’ 
79-67 win on the road at John 
Jay-East Fishkill, just two days 
after ripping New Paltz for 18 
in a 67-58 road win against the 
Section 9 foe. Zack Nolan scored 
10 of his 16 in the decisive third 
period. Against Jay EF, Basso had 
six 3-pointers, shot 9 of 12 from 

the line, and added four rebounds, four 
assists and made only two turnovers… 
CARMEL had an utterly disappointing 
fourth-place finish in the Lakeland 
tourney, which is truly upsetting given the 
high hopes we had for the Rams, who saw 
6’6” freshman Josh Alexander get an All-
Tourney nod. Still plenty of time 
to turn it around but we were 
hoping for at least a split here… 

COVERAGE NOTE: Coaches: 
with local coverage and box 
score samplings slipping, please 
take a minute after each game 
to have your statistician email a 
stat sheet to raygallaghersports@
gmail.com or provide us with a 
reliable link where team stats can 
be viewed.

So here’s the first installment of 
an utterly meaningless local poll 
based on the early returns.
NWE/PUTNAM FAB FIVE HOOPS 
POLL

No.1 MAHOPAC – Sweeping 
personnel changes did not 
seem to affect Coach Harter’s 
Class AA Indians (1-0) in their 
superb second-half effort in win 
over Peekskill. A fifth-straight 
County Center venture might be 
asking too much (maybe, maybe 
not), but this team could be a 
quarterfinalist.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach 
Downes’ Class A Huskers (1-0) 
took down reigning Section 1 
Class A champion Walter Panas 
in fairly convincing fashion (14 
points), and we told you not to 

sleep on the Huskers in our 
preview edition.

No. 3 PUTNAM VALLEY 
– Coach McDonnell’s Class B 
Tigers (2-0) have picked up 
where they left off with two huge 
road wins against significantly 
larger schools (New Paltz & 
Jay EF) and the hurt has come 
from the devil-hot hand of G 
Ryan Basso, who set the new 
school with 37 points against 
East Fishkill.

No.4 LAKELAND – Coach 
Henry Weltman’s Class A 
Hornets (1-1) will hold a 
significant size edge on Put 
Valley, which could be the 
difference in Tuesday’s border 
tilt between the two rivals. If 
the Tigers’ shots aren’t dropping 
early and often, the Hornets 
should come away with a W, 
but Basso will be the best pure 
scorer on the court and the 
Hornets will throw the house 
at him and hope he has an off 
game. This is an intriguing 
game for many reasons; the no 
love-lost factor included.

No.5 PEEKSKILL – Coach 
Turner’s Class A Red Devils (0-1) were 
surprisingly better than expected, given 
the fact that they return essentially a 
shell of last year’s team, but they got after 
Mahopac and will continue to be a tough 
out for all. 

Peekskill’s Anthony Murphy soars to block shot of  Mahopac’s 
Charles Heady in Indians’ win over Red Devils last Friday.

Peekskill’s Muhammed Patterson attempts a shot block on 
Mahopac’s Nick Simone in Indians’ win over Red Devils.

Carmel’s Josh Alexander hauls in rebound in the Rams’ 47-
42 loss to Greeley last Thursday in the first round of  the 
Lakeland tournament.

Carmel Ryan Train takes a run at Greeley’s Cameron Ciero in the Rams’ 
47-42 loss to Quakers in first round of  the Lakeland tournament.
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By A.J. Martelli
Former longtime Lakeland girls’ hoops 

coach Steve Fallo walked into the gym at 
the hive right before halftime Saturday 
evening, his old team locked in an even-
keeled game against Horace Greeley in the 
championship round of the sixth annual 
Carolyn Conroy Tournament.

Fallo watched intently as Miranda 
Lustig, the new boss of the Hornets, 
kept things under control. Some second 
half adjustments led to a 38-25 win over 
the Quakers, Lakeland winning its own 
tournament and getting off to a 2-0 start 
in the process.

“It’s amazing,” Lustig said. “I was pretty 
nervous, but the girls played great. There’s 
no better way to start off the season than 
being 2-0, I can’t complain about that. 
We had some lows, but they came out of 
it, just with a little bit of aggression and 
passion. They worked together.”

The Hornets led 16-11 halfway through 
the second quarter, but Greeley was able 
to go on a run of five unanswered points 
to tie it at 16 heading into the break. The 
Hornets, though, responded with a run of 
10 straight points, busting out offensively 
at the start of the third quarter.

Sophomore Jordyn Coitino, who led 
Lakeland with 12 points – all by way of 
3-point field goals – hit back-to-back 
shots from outside the arc to start the 
Hornets’ run. Ellie Dineen-Carey, who 
finished with 10 points and was named 
tourney MVP, then sank two straight 

layups on consecutive possessions to give 
Lakeland a 26-16 edge, which held up.

“This tournament is always really 
important to us,” Dineen-Carey said. 
“Starting the season off on a positive note 
after getting a new coach, trying to get into 
the swing of things – it’s definitely good 
that we’ve started off strong. At halftime 
we kind of refocused ourselves, did what 

we had to do. They were playing 
a zone, so they had to move the 
ball around; get the ball in and 
out. When the defense would 
box on me I could get the ball 
to Jordyn, and when they boxed 
on her she got it to me, and I was 
able to get in the paint and get 
layups.”

Senior Danielle Stabile was 
given an all-tourney nod and 
played well in the Hornets’ 36-
26 win over East Ramapo in the 
opening round of the tournament 
Friday night. Lakeland will try to 
keep it at tonight when it hosts 
Putnam Valley.

The Hornets were not the 
only ones who came away with 
a tournament win this past 
weekend. Defending Class A 
champion PEEKSKILL made a 
statement, winning the Tappan 
Zee Tip-Off Tournament for 
the second straight year in a 
most eye-opening way. The Red 
Devils pummeled Hamilton 
with a capital ‘P’ on Friday night, 
winning 98-20 in the tourney’s 

opening round. Peekskill followed up 
with a 66-45 win in the finals Saturday, 
proving they might still be the team to 
beat in Class A.

Lisana Burnett was named tournament 
MVP and showed why she was worthy of 
the honor in the thrashing of Hamilton 
in round one. Burnett scored 18 points 
in the first quarter and finished with 27, 
adding eight rebounds, seven steals and 
four assists to boot.

Junior sniper Lanay Rodney was named 
the Red Devils all-tournament player.

“It was a good test for us to see how 
we are with a new style of play and a new 
coach,” Rodney said. “We got to work our 
press vs. Hamilton and constantly ran. 
Tappan Zee gave us a harder match and 
we still came out with a victory (won by 
more than 20 points), so it really shows 
how good we are and we can only get 
better.”

Peekskill (2-0) will host Greeley Friday 
night in its home opener.

HENDRICK HUDSON is yet another 
team off to a fine start, the Sailors winning 
their first two games this season. Hen Hud 
opened the year by upending North Salem 
61-22 last Wednesday, and then knocked 
off PUTNAM VALLEY 52-35 this past 
Friday.

In the win over North Salem, senior 
Amber Feminella shined, posting a 
double-double with 19 points and 10 
rebounds. Amy Glashoff helped her out 
with 11 points, and Coach Ken Sherman 
was encouraged to see his girls overcome 
a sluggish first quarter to collect win 

number one.
“We got off to somewhat of a slow 

start – we were up 13-6, but then we had 
20 points in the second quarter,” he said. 
“We had a 20-point lead at halftime and 
really didn’t look back from there; got 
some easy buckets, like I wanted, and 
some easy layups, which helps your field 
goal percentage. They did exactly what I 
wanted; it was a good season opener for 
us.”

The win over Put Valley was sophomore 
Jaelyn Smith’s coming out party, as she led 
the way with 20 points and five steals. 
Glashoff threw in 16 points, but beating 
the Tigers was no easy task, according to 
Sherman.

“Jaelyn had an unbelievable game – she 
was the story of the game, but Put Valley 
is much improved,” he said. “Their guard 
play is not weak but solid, and they have 
Reena Olsen – she is much improved from 

last year. We had to shut her down and 
Amber did a great job on her; limiting her 
as much as we could. My girls kept saying 
‘she’s too tall’ and I had to tell them, ‘I can’t 
make her shorter.’ We had to play tougher, 
and we did.”

The Sailors host John Jay-East Fishkill 
tomorrow night and will be without 
Feminella – she sustained an ankle injury 
in the win over Putnam Valley. Sherman 
thinks his girls will step up, nonetheless.

“It’s going to be a tough test without her,” 
he said. “Our guards are going to have to 
pick it up in order to hang with them. But, 

continued on page 27
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Brewster’s Emily Sanyshyn has a big game in Bears’ win over host Putnam Valley, scoring 16 points to 
go with five steals and five rebounds.

Putnam Valley’s Alex Knight and Brewster’s 
Frannie Merkel (22) go all out for loose ball in 
Bears’ win over Tigers.

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS

Lakeland, Peekskill Come Away with Tourney Hardware
Ossining Unfurls Banners; Hen Hud off to Strong Start

PV’s Stephanie Wagner tries to go baseline against the 
defense of  Brewster’s Dayja Medina in Bears’ win over Tigers.
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Alfonzetti, Gamby Leading Rams; Brewster Hot on Ice
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

It’s been four years since both D-I 
Lakeland/Panas and D-II Yorktown 
competed for their respective Section 1 
ice hockey championships in the winter of 
2010, and the level of play in this neck of 
the woods has tailed off some ever since. 
Suffern and Mamaroneck have owned 
the D-I landscape, with a little bit of 
Scarsdale sprinkled in, while Pelham has 
ruled D-I with an iron fist, taking it over 
from Rye. The down-county powers that 
be have been insurmountable for teams 
from the NWE/Putnam Examiner area, 
and some lower Westchester/Rockland 
County pundits insist the trend continues 
this season. But February is a long way 
off and there’s plenty of time to prove the 
naysayers wrong, gang, so get cracking!

CARMEL (2-1-1) has gotten off to a 
relatively good start, taking second in 
their IceBreaker tournay bracket and then 
pounding winless Lakeland/Panas, 10-
0, last Saturday night at the BIA. Ram F 
Mike Gamby (6G, 4A) has been fire on ice 
this year and he added three first-period 
goals against the Rebels. Teammate Tyler 
Alfonzetti (8G, 3A) has been sensational 
as well, and padded his numbers with 
two goals and three assists. Gamby and 
Alfonzetti went for two goals apiece as 
Carmel beat Greeley, 5-2, on Sunday. 
Willow Barnes stopped 25 shots between 
the pipes.

BREWSTER is off and running at 2-0. 
Aaron Treiling has a goal and four assists 
to lead Brewster and teammate Antonio 

Barone (2G, 2A) has been a nice find, 
and the tape on the stick of James Carey 
(4G) has melted due to the heat of his 
stick. Connor Henderson (3G, 1A) and 
JT Goodliffe (3A) all have three or more 
points. The Bears knocked off Somers/
North Salem, 7-5, last Friday when 

Henderson paced the attack with 
two goals and an assist. Sean 
DeGaray (1G, 1A) and Goodliffe 
(2A) were prominent Bears  
on ice.

SOMERS/NORTH SALEM 
(16-6 last year) has a chance to 
compete with some of the big 
dogs after a solid 2014 season, 
provided the Sabers can establish 
an identity. Four-year senior 
veteran Luigi Olinto (4A) returns 
as the chief playmaker up front 
with Matt Clark, Mike Garrity, 
RJ LaSpina (6G, 4A), Max Tytla, 
Nick Caleri and Richard O’Leary 
forming the lines.

The defense features Jonathan 
Henning, Cross Santaniello, Joe 
Jerie, Michael Dutt and Olivia 
Hale in front of G Tim Henning.

LaSpina is off to a fresh start 
and had a pair of goals and set 
up three more in Somers/North 
Salem's 9-0 win over Lakeland/
Panas, which got the Sabers (1-
3) off the schneid. Jerie (1G, 1A), 
Caleri (2G) and Hale (3A) were 
doing work.

“I think tonight's win will give 
us a ton of confidence going 
forward” Olinto said.  “We went 

out there looking to have fun, and that is 
exactly what we did. If we keep working 
hard, then we can do anything. We are 
1-3, but we could easily be 4-0.  We will 
build off of this win. This will be a huge 
turning point for us.”

The Rebels, who are hurting this year 
and appear to be in for a long one, were 
the elixir Somers needed...

FAST BREAKS – Yorktown rebounded 
from a surprising opening-night 
beatdown from Carmel to shock John Jay 
CR, 5-2, with Frank Gavigan (5G, 2A) 
notching a hat trick and Liam Donnelly 
(4G, 2A) tickling twine twice. Teammate 
Shaun Benson (1G, 3A) has been a 

playmaker… Drew Homola (4G, 4A) of 
Kennedy has done some damage early on, 
as has teammate William Martirano (3G, 
4A)… … Tommy Cascone (3G, 1A) has 
been hot over at Hen Hud… Matthew 
Stefunek (4G, 1A) has been steady for 
Mahopac (2-2), especially on the power 
play where he has a pair of tallies. John 
Dignam and Robert Buckley have three 
points each. Mahopac edged Fox Lane, 
2-1, behind goals from Matt DeRosa (1A), 
Stefunek, who helped pepper Fox Lane 
goalie Abbie Ives (61 saves) with 63 shots.

We’ll know more about the locals 
this week as Yorktown takes on surging 
Pawling Tuesday, Mahopac plays at Rye 
Wednesday, and Hen Hud will take on 
Brewster Friday.

Opponents have done all they can to slow down Carmel’s Mike 
Gamby but he has the Rams off  to a solid 2-1-1start with 6G 
and 4A.
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Lakeland field hockey players Emily Power (Adelphi University) and Alex Halpin (UMass) signed their 
NLI last week surrounded by teammates and Coach Sharon Sarsen.

Lakeland, Peekskill Come Away with Tourney Hardware
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2-0 is a good start and we only have one 
game this week. If there was ever a time 
to have (Amber) roll her ankle, I’ll take 
it this week.”

OSSINING unveiled its New York 
State title picture last Tuesday night, and 
picked up right where it left off with a 
92-22 win over Greeley to start the year. 
Jalay Knowles and Shadeen Samuels led 
the way, matching each other’s point 
total with 21 apiece.

“It was nice, we did the unveiling of 
our state championship picture,” Head 
Coach Dan Ricci said. “The kids were all 
pumped up; they came out flying, scored 
34 points in the first quarter. They just 
played really hard. Jalay and Shadeen set 
the tone, but all the kids played hard.”   

Next, the Pride (1-0) will travel to the 
Bahamas to compete in the KSA Sand 
Jam Tournament, which starts Thursday.

“We leave Wednesday, come back 
Sunday – we’re excited,” Ricci added 
of the upcoming trip. “We’re playing a 
couple good teams: one is from Colorado 

(Mountain Vista), one is from Virginia 
(Madison), and we’re also playing 
Ursuline (from here). It’ll be a great 
experience and we’re looking forward  
to it.”

Last Monday night was impressive on 
the part of BREWSTER, as the Bears 
handed Pawling a devastating 75-22 
loss. Tara D’Ottavio (16 points), Emily 
Sanyshyn (13 points) and Fran Merkel 
(12 points) went on the attack, which 
they also were during a 68-29 rout of 
Putnam Valley.  Sanyshyn had 16 points, 
five steals and five rebounds in the game 
for the Bears while Julia Borsari had 12 
points, nine rebounds and three blocks 
and Merkel added 12 points, 10 rebounds 
and four blocks. G Maria Tomais had 11 
points, four rebounds and three assists 
for the Tigers. C Reena Olsen made an 
impact on the defensive end with 10 
rebounds and nine blocks while adding 
seven points for the Tigers. Saturday 
the Bears will welcome Lakeland for a 
matinee matchup.

Zachary Selinger of  Cortlandt Manor and Leo 
Cummings of  Shrub Oak were part of  the 
Quad State Seminoles baseball team that won 
the 2014 Dreams Park Cooperstown Classic 
Championship.

Lakeland Field Hockey Duo Ink NLI

Local Duo Win 
Cooperstown Classic
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Mahopac junior Dan Foley, who had a game-high 22 points in the Indians’ 74-66 season-opening win over Peekskill last Friday night, goes right at a Red Devil during a pivotal 
fourth-quarter sequence in which Mahopac seized control in Coach Jim Harter’s first game as the Indians successfully unveiled a new era of  basketball on its Mahopac Maniacs... 
see Boys’ Hoops Notebook
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Mahopac 
Outlasts 

Peekskill,
 74-66

Holy 
Foley!


