
By Janine Bowen
At this time of year, young children 

are often full of holiday wishes, but one 
Mahopac couple had the opportunity 
this month to grant a one-of-a-kind wish 
made by a young Colorado boy. 

Four-year-old Carson, a resident of 
Colorado Springs, has a unique interest 
in UPS and dreams of growing up to 
be a delivery man for the company. The 
obsession began when Carson, who had 
a severe milk allergy, began receiving 
deliveries of special milk on a regular 
basis and developed a friendship with his 
local UPS deliveryman, Mr. Ernie. 

Carson decided he wanted to be just 
like Mr. Ernie and his wish was granted 
thanks to UPS’s Wishes Delivered 

By David Propper
The Southeast Crossroads 312 project 

moved another few inches closer to 
becoming a reality, though the proposal 
continues to fuel controversy. 

During a Southeast Town Board 
meeting Thursday night, the town board 
narrowly voted to adopt the project’s final 
environmental impact statement in a 3-2 
decision. Councilpersons Edwin Alvarez, 
Bob Cullen, and Liz Hudak all voted in 
favor of adopting the statement, while 
Supervisor Tony Hay and councilwoman 
Lynne Eckardt both voted against it.

The full FEIS statement can be found 
on the Town of Southeast’s website. The 
project is proposing to build on nearly six 
acres on Route 312 by Crossroads 312 LLC 
and JPH Development Corp., calls for a 
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Putnam Mourns Loss of 
Two NYPD Heroes

Flags throughout Putnam County (like 
the one in front of the Mahopac Falls Fire 
Department) were ordered to fly at half-
staff  following the slaying of two NYPD 
officers that were shot and killed over 
the weekend. Police officers Wenjian Liu 
and Rafael Ramos were ambushed and 
executed by a lone gunman while sitting 
in their patrol car in Brooklyn on Saturday. 

County Executive MaryEllen Odell said her 
thoughts and prayers are with friends of  
family members of the “fallen heroes.” 
She added, “The murders of officers Liu 
and Ramos were heinous acts that remind 
us, as a society, the possible dangers that 
law enforcement officials face every time 
they walk out the door. Putnam County is 

made up of first responders – career and professional, and we stand united with the 
men and women in blue in the NYPD and throughout the country.” Sheriff  Don Smith 
voiced similar sentiment. “All of us who serve in law enforcement are both troubled 
and deeply saddened by the horrific killing of two of New York City’s finest police 
officers, yesterday in Brooklyn,” part of Smith stated in a press release. The county 
is also going to light the Historic Courthouse blue the rest of the month as part of  
the national “Lights On” vigil for the two officers. The killer committed suicide shortly 
after he shot Liu and Ramos.

CORINNE STANTON PHOTO

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Southeast Attorney Jay Hogan, developer Harold 
Lepler, and attorney Richard O’Rourke all sit and 
watch last week’s meeting. The three were there 
in connection to the Southeast Crossroads 312 
proposed project.

PHOTO COURTSEY OF IARUSSIS
BTS Custom Carts business owners Dan and 
Denise Iarussi’s five-year-old son Danny met 
Carson, a Colorado boy who the Iarussis built a 
special UPS miniature truck for, last Wednesday. 
The project was part of  a program run by the UPS 
called Wishes Delivered. 
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Volz-Auto Gets into Holiday Spirit, Gives Back
Along Route 6 in Carmel, Volz-Auto has consistently stood out for their commitment to community service. Last Friday, the car dealership once again showed that by donating 
more than 200 bags of  dog and cat food to the Putnam Humane Society. On top of  the massive amounts of  pet food, a large collection of  toys for less fortunate children in 
the area where also given away as part of  the Marine Corp. Toys for Tots program. Meadowland of  Carmel is located on 1952 Route 6 in Carmel. 
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Putnam Reacts to Cuomo’s Call to Ban Fracking
By David Propper 

After years of debate, demonstrations, 
and questions, New York State will take 
action to ban fracking, as announced last 
week by the governor’s office. 

New York Governor Andrew Cuomo 
announced he would move forward in 
banning all large scale hydraulic fracturing 
after a report prepared by the state’s 
Department of Health cited concerns 
over the possible health hazards the 
technique uses to release natural gas from 
underground shale formations and its affect 
on residents.

With the news, New York is set to become 
the first state with major shale reserves 
that would place a formal prohibition on 
fracking.

Putnam County Commissioner of 
Health, Dr. Allen Beals agreed with the 
state health department’s findings, calling 
the study’s conclusion “straightforward.” 
Even though he supports using the state’s 
natural resources, it must be done in an 
“unequivocally” safe manner. 

The hazards fracking poses to the state’s 
water supply and greenhouse gases that 
could be released into the atmosphere 
currently make fracking unsafe, Beals 
noted. By determining the current method 
of fracking is harmful, Beals said this could 
open the door for experts to find other 
techniques to frack safely. 

“Until you can ensure that it’s safe to the 
environment and surrounding community 
it should not be done,” Beals stated.

In Putnam specifically, Beals said the 
county outlawed the use of any fracking 
liquids on roadways in place of salt during 
the winter.

Anti-fracking advocates in the region 
were pleased over the decision.

Thomas Maxson of Highlands Hudson 
Preservation described the victory as 
“David vs. Goliath,” calling the anti-fracking 
movement “completely grassroots.”

“It’s so widespread as far as the people 
who are opposed to fracking in the state 
and it’s a wide variety to business people to 
environmentalists who realize in the long 
run that that was not good business for New 
York State,” Maxson, a Kent resident, said.

Paula Clair, an anti-fracking advocate out 
of Philipstown, said the possible economic 
benefits are outweighed by the health 
hazards. She noted studies conducted by 
economist Janette Barth that concludes the 
jobs by companies that want to frack are 
always overstated and the jobs usually are 

for people brought in from other states who 
are familiar with technique used. 

“Very few jobs are created by the fracking 
industry,” Clair asserted. 

Another anti-fracking advocate, 
Mahopac resident Jerry Ravnitzky called 
the decision “one of the most important” in 
the state’s history. He believes other states 
in the country that have allowed fracking 
have caused “horrible problems to people’s 
health and safety.”

“If it’s not safe for New York then it’s not 
safe for anywhere in the country,” he said. 

One major advocate of fracking, 
Assemblyman Dr. Steve Katz voiced clear 
disappointment in the decision and said it 
indicated the state is content with being “50 
(out of 50) on every level economically and 
business wise.”

Katz said fracking in the state would 
open up the possibility of thousands of 
good paying jobs and would be a much 
needed shot in the arm for regions that are 
desperate for revenue.

“This is a man who is absolutely driven to 
take this state down,” Katz said of Cuomo, 
adding he’s doing this as a favor to his 
former brother-in-law Robert Kennedy Jr., 
an environmentalist.  

Katz added he does not believe there is 
any legitimacy to the study conducted by 
the state’s health department because it 
goes against every other report put together 
by other states and even the United States 

Environmental Protection Agency.  

When asked if fracking advocates could 
take legal lengths to fight the ban, Katz said, 
“I think they should do what the last 1.8 
million people did over the past ten years 
and vote with their (feet) and get the hell 
out of this state because this state is being 
driven by a man who has no desire to 
improve the quality of life for the people of 
this state.”

“I’m trying to figure out why there’s not a 
clamoring in Pennsylvania, in Ohio, in West 
Virginia, in North Dakota to stop it because 
it’s so environmentally harmful,” Katz said 
sarcastically of other states that frack.

Outgoing state Senator Terry Gipson 
commended Cuomo’s proposed ban, stating 
in a press release it is the “right decision for 
our state’s economy and environment.”

Gipson, according to the release, said he 
visited fracking sites in rural Pennsylvania 
and said he believes “that current fracking 
methods are inadequate when it comes to 
ensuring our communities’ quality of life.”

Is Your Lighting 
Ready for the Holidays? 

 
845-628-9106   sales@midcountylighting.com 

 

10% OFF 
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Happy New Year!

“Until you can ensure that 
it’s safe to the environment 

and surrounding 
community it should not 
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so environmentally harmful,” 

Katz said sarcastically. 



December 23 - December 29, 2014 The Putnam Examiner4

By Neal Rentz
Following contentious debate, the 

Brewster Village Board of Trustees 
decided not to vote on legislation that 
would ban most cycling on Main Street 
sidewalks last Wednesday for the second 
time this year, despite several Main Street 
business owners advocating for the 
legislation.

Bike riding on Main Street sidewalks 
would only be allowed for children 
under the age of 13 if accompanied by a 
parent or adult guardian. The proposed 
law would require parking a bike on a 
sidewalk or street in an upright position 
and supported by a bicycle rack or the 
bicycle’s own stand. The legislation also 
calls for the banning of the parking bikes 
in a way that would create an obstruction 
to pedestrians.

First time violators of the proposed law 
could face up to 15 days in jail and/or 
be fined up to $250. Those convicted of 
violating the proposed law twice or more 
within a three-year period would face a 
fine of up to $500 and/or 15 days in jail.

The law would not apply to on duty 
police officers.

During the public hearing five residents 
spoke out against of the proposed law 
and one resident spoke in favor of it.

Resident Joe Lambert said the 
legislation was unnecessary, adding he 
had 20 signatures from residents who 

also opposed it. 
Lambert, who said he is an “avid 

cyclist,” told the trustees Putnam County 
and nearly all municipalities he is aware of 
do not have laws banning bike riding on 
sidewalks. Before passing the legislation, 
a formal study must first be done to see if 
bike riding on sidewalks was a problem 
that needed to be legally addressed in the 
village, he said.

Another critic of the legislation, Mark 
Sloaka, said he was not aware that bike 
riding downtown was a problem in the 
village.

Rick Stockburger was the only resident 
to speak in favor of the proposed law. 
Young children are not the problem in the 

village, rather older children and adults 
are riding bikes on Main Street sidewalks. 
“It does appear to be a problem,” he said. 

Even though the board voted 
unanimously to close the public hearing, 
the debate over the legislation raged on.

Trustee Terri Stockburger said there 
needs to a law banning the public from 
riding bikes on sidewalks, but it should 
be limited to Main Street. “We’ve got to 
get people (bikers) off Main Street,” she 
said. 

“I’m not ready to vote on this,” Mayor 
James Schoenig said. The board needs 
more time to consider the legislation, he 
said. The rights of bikers and pedestrians 
need to be respected in crafting the law, 
he said. “I want to find that balance,” he 
said.

Deputy Mayor Christine Piccini said 
while bikers should not pose a danger to 
pedestrians, legislation was not needed. 
Instead, residents should tell bikers to 
get off their bikes and not ride on Main 
Street “You have to yield to pedestrians. 
You have to walk your bike,” she said. 

Stockburger told her village board 
colleague that a law was needed to stop 
people from biking on Main Street and 
just having residents requesting bikers 
to not ride their vehicles on the sidewalk 
was not sufficient to protect the public.

Instead of a law, Trustee Tom 
Boissonnault said there should be 

alternatives to get bikers off Main Street. 
Two possible alternatives to a law could 
be to have a bike lane on the street and to 
have signs posted on Main Street telling 
bikers to get off the sidewalks in the area, 
he said. 

Schoenig said whatever the board 
ultimately decides to do, a law banning 
bike riding on Main Street was needed. 
Public urination did not stop in the 
village until legislation banning it was 
implemented, he said. 

The board could not come to a 
consensus on what to do about biking on 
Main Street. No date when the discussion 
will continue was announced at the 

Brewster Sidewalk Biking Ban Sparks Sharp Debate Again

continued on page 8

Are you on track to reach all your 
financial goals? We are here to help.
Weiss Financial Group provides individuals and families with a level of financial expertise and service 
that makes us a valued—and trusted—partner throughout the community. Our goals are simple: to 
understand your needs, create strategies that address your unique financial situation, and deliver the 
solutions that will help you reach your objectives. For more information visit www.weiss-financial.com.

To learn more about how we can work together, or to schedule a complimentary 
consultation, please call Scott G. Weiss, CFP® at 845-621-4700. 

Weiss Financial Group is a registered investment advisor. Information presented is for educational purposes only and does 
not intend to make an offer or solicitation for the sale or purchase of any specific securities product, service, or investment 
strategy. Investments involve risk and unless otherwise stated, are not guaranteed. Be sure to first consult with a qualified 
financial adviser, tax professional, or attorney before implementing any strategy or recommendation discussed herein.

704 ROUTE 6 • MAHOPAC, NEW YORK 10541 • INFO@WEISS-FINANCIAL.COM

u   FoTax & Accounting Services through Weiss Advisory Group: 845-621-5900
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DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Sidewalks like this one on Main Street in Brewster 
would not allow adults to bike on them if  business 
owners had their way.

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Brewster resident Joe Lambert spoke against 
legislation to ban most bike riding on Main Street 
sidewalks during the Dec. 17 public hearing.
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Hamaspik Choice would like to extend warm holiday 
wishes to our many MLTCP members in the community. 
We genuinely appreciate the opportunity you've 
given us to serve you... and look forward to sharing in 
another year of personalized care and good health.
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campaign, which is where Mahopac 
business owners Dan and Denise Iarussi 
entered into the picture. 

The Iarussis are the owners of BTS 
Custom Carts and were contacted by 
Ogildy and Mather, a New York City ad 
agency hired by UPS, with a request they 
had never heard before. The company 
wanted the couple to build a custom 
child-sized golf cart to look like a UPS 
truck, for Carson. 

“We were very intrigued by it,” said 
Denise Iarussi of the request. “We loved 
the story and what they were doing and 
to build something that had never been 
done before was something that we were 
very excited to be a part of.” 

Although the original request 
called for a scaled-down golf cart, the 
project eventually evolved to be a fully 
functional truck, with the designed 
based off of Power Wheels cars. The tiny 
truck features working headlights and a 
functional back, with a hatch that opens 
for Carson to put packages in. 

Custom built by Dan Iarussi from steel 
and aluminum, it was constructed with 
help from Mahopac fabricator Roger 
Horvath and features a professional 
auto body paint job from Ridgeview 
Auto Body. With just five days to work 

between the approval of the final designs 
and the day the truck was slated to be 
delivered to Carson, the Iarussis said that 
they would not have been able to make 
it all happen without the help of friends. 

With such a tight time frame, Dan 
Iarussi explained that the most difficult 
part of creating the custom UPS truck was 
the fact that he had only his imagination 
and photos to base the design off of, as 
he didn’t have access to models or a real 
UPS truck for scale. The couple ended 
up using their five-year-old son, Danny, 
to make sure the dimensions of the car 
could accommodate Carson and ensure 
that the vehicle would move properly 
with the weight of a child inside. 

The truck was delivered to Carson 
in Colorado earlier this month, but the 
Iarussis finally had the opportunity 
to meet the boy, and Mr. Ernie, last 
Wednesday when Carson and the truck 
appeared on Fox and Friends in New 
York City. 

The couple, and their three children, 
had lunch with Carson and his family 
and learned how the boy has already 
been putting his truck to use. Carson, 
dressed in a full UPS uniform, got the 
opportunity to create his own route map 
and delivery log to bring packages to all 
his neighbors with Mr. Ernie. Denise 

Iarussi explained that, according to 
Carson’s mother, when the neighbors in 
their Colorado Springs cul-de-sac need 
to send items between houses, they will 
often call on Carson to make the delivery 
in his truck. 

“It gave us such satisfaction to see how 
happy he was. It’s been a great experience 
all around,” said Denise Iarussi. 

Although the couple won’t be able to 

build another UPS truck again, because of 
copyright laws, they realize the national 
attention BTS Custom Carts has received 
as a result of this project might bring 
some more interesting requests into their 
Route 6 shop, but the Iarussis say they’re 
ready to tackle whatever comes their way. 

“We’re excited for what could come of 
this and we like a challenge, so we look 
forward to it,” said Denise Iarussi. 

continued from page 1

Mahopac Biz Owners Gain National Attention After Fulfilling Special Request

PHOTOS COURTSEY OF IARUSSIS
BTS Custom Care owner Dan Iarussi, along with UPS driver Mr. Ernie, his son Danny, and recipient of  
Iarussi’s creation, Carson, all pose for a picture last Wednesday.

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts for the Holidays at Somers Custom Framing

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner   914-864-0878   advertising@theexaminernews.com



December 23 - December 29, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com 7

A Happy Holiday Season to our 
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meeting.
Disappointed Business Owners Respond

Though only one resident spoke in 
favor of the biking ban legislation at the 
meeting, supporters have advocated its 
passage of the legislation at previous 
meetings and through letters to the 
village board.

Two owners of businesses on Main 
Street said in interviews last week the 
issue of biking riding on Main Street 
must be addressed.

Erin Meagher, of Brewster Shipping, 
said she has been working for five years 

to bar biking on Main Street. Meagher 
said many residents who oppose the bike 
ban do not live or own businesses on 
Main Street.

A law was needed to bar bike riding 
on Main Street, Meagher said. “You can’t 
force people to be nice,” she added. 

Mark Buzzetti, owner of the Brewster 
Flower Garden, said something must be 
done to stop people from riding their 
bikes on the Main Street sidewalks, 
whether it is by legislation or some other 
means. 

“People whip by me on bikes,” he said. 
“It’s dangerous.” 

Projects based Cold Spring and 
Garrison in western Putnam County 
and impacting Putnam Tourism 
scored high yesterday when the state 
announced its fourth round of Regional 
Economic Development Council 
Awards on Thursday in Albany.  The 
Mid-Hudson Regional Economic 
Development Council (MHREDC) 
received the largest amount of funding, 
$82.8 million, of the 10 statewide 
councils. 

The Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail 
project will realize a hefty $935,000 
while the Cold Spring-based Hudson 
Valley Shakespeare Festival (HVSF) 

will receive $71,600 and Manitoga, Inc., 
the studio and home of designer Russel 
Wright in Garrison, will see $16,700. 
An additional $750,000 was awarded 
to the Brewster-based Green Chimneys 
School Expansion project.

“It’s gratifying to know that Albany 
shares the vision we here in the Mid-
Hudson region - and in Putnam 
County in particular - have for good, 
smart growth,” said Putnam County 
Executive MaryEllen Odell. “We see 
our possibilities and we know that if 
we work together and partner with 
those who can help us, whether they are 
public or private entities, our potential 

for strong economic development and 
expansion is limitless.” 

Barbara Scuccimarra is the 
legislative representative for District 
1. As chairwoman of the Legislature’s 
Economic Development and Energy 
Committee, Scuccimarra has worked 
closely over the last year with Putnam 
County Economic Development 
Corporation President Meghan Taylor 
in seeking funding for the winning 
organizations.

“This is such exciting news. This 

award is the direct result of building 
strong partnerships among various 
groups and organizations for the benefit 
of all,” said Scuccimarra. “The Hudson 
Highlands Fjord Trail project is going 
to be a key factor in bringing greater 
economic growth to the area and just 
as important, a much needed safety 
factor for the many hikers, cyclists and 
motorists who come to this spectacular 
outdoor area for their recreational 
pleasure.”

Brewster Sidewalk Biking Ban 
Sparks Sharp Debate Again

Western Putnam Scores Big in Economic Development Awards 

By Neal Rentz
A proposal to construct a four-story 

medical professional office building 
received a major boost in Brewster last 
week.

B.O.S. Land Development Corp. is 
proposing to build on about five acres of 
the property located at 61 Allvoiew Ave. 
The developer is seeking to connect the 
64 square foot building to the Brewster 
water and sewer systems. 

On Dec. 17 the village board of 

trustees voted unanimously to rezone 
the 16-acre site, which it previously 
annexed from the Town of Southeast, 
from R-160 residential zone to a B-1 
commercial zone

The parcel is located next to the 
Southeast town highway garage. 

Following last week’s meeting Mayor 
James Schoenig said once the developer 
has tenants for its building it will go 
before the planning board to seek their 
approval for the project. 

Brewster Trustees Approve 
Commercial Property Rezoning

COURTESY OF COUNTY EXEC. OFFICE 
County Executive MaryEllen Odell, Legislator Barbara Scuccimarra, Economic Development Corporation 
President Meghan Taylor and Tourism Director Libby Pataki, and Cold Spring Trustee Cathryn Fadde 
stand with representatives of  grant recipients. 

continued from page 1
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In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and neighbors, we’d 

like to encourage you to support your local businesses. Watch our 

“Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy Pleasantville” special on PCTV and 

pctv76.org for ideas. And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

It’s all about you.

THINK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL
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By Tiffany Jansen
What do you do when you’re unable 

to find fun activities in your hometown? 
If you’re Debbie Albanese, you open a 
paint-your-own pottery studio.

Albanese opened Westchester Putnam 
Pottery in November. “I’ve always 
had a love for art and did pottery as a 
hobby for years,” she says. “There are no 
opportunities for that kind of thing in 
Mahopac, so I thought, why don’t I open 
a studio?”

Customers can choose from more than 
200 pieces of pottery to paint, stencil, 
letter, or silkscreen. They can also try 
their hand at glass fusing, the process 
of laying sheets of glass on top of each 
other and melting them together to create 
everything from pendants to lamps. 

Westchester Putnam Pottery is located 
on Miller Road, right behind Mavis and 
the Olympic Diner, in a former dance 
studio. 

“I wanted it to be in Mahopac, but I had 
a hard time finding a location,” Albanese 
says. “One day, I was driving by the studio 
and saw that it was available, so I called. 
It actually ended up being the property of 
an old friend of my husband’s.”

The hardwood floors are ideal for 
cleaning up paint spills. Albanese had a 

refrigerator and sink put in to complete 
the transformation from dance studio 
to pottery studio. There’s also a private 
room, perfect for hosting parties. 

While walk-ins are always welcome, 
Westchester Putnam Pottery is also 
great for birthdays, ladies’ nights, bridal 
showers and bachelorette parties, scout 

and church groups, team building, and 
field trips.

On Black Friday, the Pottery held a 
drop-and-shop, where parents could drop 
off the kids for an afternoon of crafting 
while they did their holiday shopping.

In the New Year, Albanese plans to 
add Princess and Pirate parties where 

children are encouraged to come dressed 
in costume to enjoy story time, painting, 
hot cocoa, and cookies. 

Besides keeping busy with parties 
(Albanese had to rush out following our 
interview to clean up from the party the 
night before and set up for the birthday 
party later that morning), Albanese is also 
going to be offering classes through the 
Somers and Carmel Recreation Center. 

“We’re selling a lot of gift certificates 
and seeing a lot of moms with kids 
coming in to make platters of hand- and 
footprints. Those make excellent gifts for 
grandparents.”

Albanese says that most of her clients 
are finding out about her company via 
word of mouth. Most of that word of 
mouth promotion comes from Facebook, 
where people post photos of their pottery 
and glass fusion creations. Facebook 
connections then see those photos and 
want to join in on the fun.

The best part is there’s no appointment 
necessary. Come in anytime during 
opening hours (“I’m local, so even if it 
snows, I’m there,” Albanese says) and let 
your creativity carry you away. You’re 
guaranteed to leave with a one-of-a-kind 
masterpiece.

Westchester Putnam Pottery 
Mahopac

Business 

of the Week

four-story, 100-room hotel and a total of 
143,000 square feet for four “small box” 
retail stores. The project requires a special 
permit, wetlands and site plan approval 
from the town board, which is serving as 
a planning board for review of the project. 
The town board also needs to change the 
zoning of the property from the current 
RC (rural commercial) to HC (highway 
commercial). 

A public hearing is set for January 22 
regarding the zoning change.

Following the meeting, the developer 
for the possible project, Harold Lepler, 
declined comment when approached by 
The Putnam Examiner.

Each board member explained why they 
either supported or opposed the findings 
statement. 

Alvarez said the project and the 
controversy surrounding it has taken a 
“life of it’s own.” He said while he relies 
on the skills and knowledge of the town’s 
consultants, after going through the 
complete document, he’s in agreement 
with the FEIS. He also pointed out he 
doesn’t believe the project is being “fast 
tracked.”

“This project has been on the town 
board’s radar since 2009. It’s been five years 
now,” Alvarez said. “There’s no way that 
this has been fast tracked at all.”

Cullen voiced a similar opinion to 

Alvarez’s, stating there is a misconception 
that the town board has “washed their 
hands of this,” leaving it to the town 
consultants to do what they please, while 
board members blindly sign off on it.

“That’s not true,” Cullen said, but did 
note, “What (the town consultants say) is 
important to us.”

Hudak came out firing, refuting 
apparent claims in emails circulated by 
town residents that have accused Hudak 
of “abdicating” her responsibility as a 
town board member, calling it completely 
“inaccurate and incorrect.” 

Delving into the statement Hudak 
said while her primary concern was the 
increased traffic brought by the site, there 
are road improvements that could address 
more cars traveling on Southeast roads.

“What’s being proposed by the 
applicant are a number of significant road 
improvements, which will otherwise be 
taken by the town itself saving significant 
money along the Route 312 corridor,” 
Hudak said.  

As for Eckardt and Hay, both dissected 
the findings statement almost piece by 
piece, refuting claims made in the report. 
Eckardt bluntly said, “It just seems more 
like the applicants take on things rather 
than the town board’s.”

Eckardt said she doesn’t think the 
proposed project matches up with the 2002 
comprehensive plan and the 2014 update. 

The sole Democrat on the board said she 
doesn’t agree with the report that states the 
result of the project would cost the town 
any major expenses. 

Eckardt said if the project goes through, 
residents would use secondary roads to 
avoid the added traffic that stem from the 
development, leading to the town putting 
more money toward road repairs. 

Eckardt added she doesn’t believe the 
added tax revenue would be significant 
considering the size of the town’s $10 
million budget or compared to the school 
district’s $85 million budget.

She did admit the added tax base would 
be important for the county’s budget 
though. 

Going forward, in order to understand 
the possible visual and character impacts 
the project might have, a 3D presentation 
should be shown, something Eckardt said 
residents are “entitled” to. 

Hay said while jobs would be created 
from the project, he doesn’t think enough 
“quality of life” jobs would available to 
residents. He questioned if the project 
would simply bring more of the same shops 
and eateries that are already saturated 
within the town and county. 

As for traffic, Hay said he would describe 
the future increase as a “nightmare” for 
drivers. For the headache the town would 
go through as a result of the project, Hay 
said, it is not worth the added property 

taxes to the tax base.   
Right now, the town would collect 

roughly $153,000 in property taxes if the 
development were built. The school district 
would receive about $1.4 million and 
Putnam County would get $151,000, plus 
another $3 million from sales tax, which 
Hay noted the county does not share with 
municipalities. 

A small handful of residents spoke about 
the project including Samantha Jacobs and 
Ann Fanizzi who both oppose it.

Jacobs, who is the president of Southeast 
Residents for Responsible Development, 
said from her residency, she would have 
a view of the project. She said she already 
has a view of the highlands development 
that has big stores like Home Depot on that 
parcel of land.

“That’s pretty depressing to go outside 
your home and look at commercial 
development,” she said. “And to know that 
this project is going to go through and that 
I’m going to have a view of whatever is 
going to be there.”

Before public comment, Hay 
acknowledged how divisive the proposal 
has been in town, pointing out he even 
knows a husband and wife who are split 
over the project.

“We can’t represent you all,” Hay 
reminded residents. “There are people 
who want it and you have people who don’t 
want it.”

By One Vote, FEIS Adopted for Crossroads 312 Project

Westchester Putnam Pottery is located at 54 Miller Road in Mahopac, NY. For more information, visit 
www.westchesterputnampottery.com or call 845-628-2127. Westchester Putnam Pottery is also on 
Facebook.

continued from page 1
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Daryl’s House, a restaurant, bar and 
live music club is hosting a Rock N’ Soul 
New Year’s Eve Party on Dec. 31 starting 
at 8 p.m. Join rock and roll musicians 
Daryl Hall, Mutlu, Eliot Lewis, Klyde 
Jones, and Porter Carrol Jr. to ring in 
2015. For tickets and more information, 
you can go to www.darylhouseclub.com 
or call 845-289-0185. The location is 130 
Route 22 in Pawling.

Putnam County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell and Westchester County 
Executive Rob Astorino are teaming up 
for the third consecutive year to match 
employment seeking veterans from 
their counties with businesses ready to 
hire by sponsoring the Veterans Virtual 
Job Fair. The online event runs through 
December 31 and provides an easy-to-
use platform through which employers 
and job seekers may connect. 

“Our veterans can be the greatest 
asset a company could hope to have. 
The professional training they have 
had and the skills they have learned 
while in the military transfer well into 
the business world,” said Odell. “With 
the tax credits and training subsidies 
available to businesses today, now is a 
great time to hire our veterans.”

Businesses can qualify for up to $8,000 
in federal tax credits for each veteran 
they hire. In addition, businesses 
can obtain up to $20,000 to train the 
qualifying employees they hire through 
the Hire Westchester program. 

“This is really a wonderful 
opportunity for our veterans,” said 
Putnam’s Veteran Service Agency 
Director Karl Rohde. “When a service 
member comes home and there are no 
job opportunities, things look bleak and 
depression can result.  Veterans need 
support from those of us who remained 
protected because of his or her service.  
We have to help them to get jobs so they 
can continue to support their families 
and remain a viable part of our society.”

Elmsford-based SolarCity, a solar 
power business, is looking to hire 
installers, electricians, engineers and 
others through the program. “We’re 
proud of our history of hiring veterans 
here in New York and across the 
country,” said Leon Keshishian, regional 

vice president, east coast operations, for 
SolarCity. “The Veterans Virtual Job 
Fair is a great tool for us to connect 
with qualified workers, especially 
for our growing Westchester County 
operations.”

The online job fair is available free 
of charge. Putnam and Westchester 
employers can register their available 
positions and search online profiles, 
while veterans can post their 
resumes and search for jobs. To date, 
approximately 60 businesses have 
posted positions available, many at 
entry level although some are seeking 
professionals in their field as well.

The jobs available through the 
online portal include positions in 
sales, retail, IT, accounting, financial 
services, graphic arts, custodial and 
more. Specific positions include clerks, 
butchers and managers for ShopRite, 
CNC operator for Fenbar Precision, 
property manager for Trion Real Estate 
Management and more.

“We are honored to employ many 
veterans at our company. Each veteran 
brings a unique set of skills to the 
organization, and their dedication and 
life experience sets a great example 
for our associates to follow,” said Tom 
Urtz, vice president of operations for 
ShopRite Supermarkets, Inc. “Our 
partnership with the Veterans Virtual 
Job Fair has allowed us to reach new 
heights, and we couldn’t be prouder 
to employ some of the bravest and 
most loyal men and women who truly 
understand our mission statement of 
caring deeply for others.”

Putnam and Westchester businesses 
interested in hiring a veteran and 
veterans looking for employment should 
visit http://westchesterveteranjobs.
com/.

Carolyn Gonzalez
Carolyn Gonzalez, 52, of Carmel, 

died on December 17. Carolyn was 
born on June 19, 1962 to Jesus and Irma 
(Hernandez) Gonzalez in the Bronx. 
Carolyn is survived by her loving mother; 
Irma Hernandez; her three beloved 
children; Karima Gonzalez, Christopher 
Gonzalez and Eric Alvarez and her 
daughter-in-law Destiny; her brother 
Jesus “Jesse” Gonzalez, Jr. and four 
adoring grandchildren; Jaylynn, Nyla, 
Jaliek and Sebastian. She is predeceased 
by her beloved father; Jesus Gonzalez.

Vito Cilmi
Vito Cilmi, 84, of Mahopac, died on 

December 18. Mr. Cilmi was born on 
April 1, 1930, to Joseph and Frances 
(Conti) Cilmi in Queens, NY. During the 

Korean Conflict, he proudly served his 
Country with the United States Army. 
On December 29, 1951 he married 
the love of his life Marion Schumeyer 
in Maspeth, NY and together they 
raised their three beautiful daughters 
in Mahopac, NY. Before he retired in 
1994, he Owned and operated Eastern 
Alarms, in Harrison, NY. Vito was an 
active member of the ELKS Club and his 
favorite past time of all, was spending 
time with his family. He is survived by 
his three loving children; Arlene Alosco 
and her husband Tony, Diane Rini and 
her husband Mike and Karen Cilmi and 
her fiancé Kurt Hoppman, six wonderful 
grandchildren; Danielle, Victoria, Nicky, 
Amanda, Lindsay and Vito and two great-
grandchildren. He now joins his beloved 
wife Marion, who had died in 2006.

Daryl’s House to 
Host New Year’s 
Eve Party

Counties Team Up to Offer Virtual 
Job Fair for Veterans through Dec. 31

Obituaries

In the Dec. 16-22 issue of The 
Putnam Examiner, the article titled 
“Controversial Algonquin Pipeline 
Project Addressed in Mahopac” 
stated Courtney Williams was 
a member of SAPE. She isn’t a 
member, but a cancer researcher 
with a PhD in molecular biology 
and a member of a group called 
Concerned Peekskill Residents 
that was founded to help fight the 
pipeline. The Putnam Examiner 
regrets the error.

Correction
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Across
1 Soul brother
4 Unfriendly dog
7 Special effects maker, abbr.
10 “A Beautiful Mind” director
11 Undivided
12 Coffee ___
13 Under the weather
14 Compact weapon
15 Whistle-blower
16 Newly renovated Mahopac eatery 
favorite
18 Peg
19 Paving substances
21 Milky-white gem
24 Dermatologist’s concern
25 Impudence
29 Exceed
30 Belonging to actor Levy, or 
Yorktown hair salon
34 Court group, abbr.
35 Bikini component
36 Mt. Blanc (e.g.)
37 A King Henry
38 King’s title: abbr.
39 Good score for a duffer
40 Crew member
41 It may follow you
42 In the least

Down
1 Vivacity
2 Throw, as dice
3 “___ the lonely”
4 Brilliant feats

5 Open, as a jacket
6 German empire
7 In a brusque manner
8 Waves at, perhaps
9 Overrun, as with bugs
17 Icecream shop order
20 Throb
21 Book size
22 Fear
23 Nanny, from abroad
26 Lion prey
27 More refined
28 Plant used to make tequila
31 Grape-filled valley
32 Bubbliness
33 Agile

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 21

MÊ
OÊ
LÊ
LÊ
YÊ

Molly would love a Ê
home for the Ê

holidays!Ê

PetÊ
OfÊ

TheÊ
WeekÊ

845-225-7777 Ê

The Putnam  Ê
Humane SocietyÊ

John Scott, MD
Chief of the Division 
of Otolaryngology 
Northern Westchester 
Hospital

A runny nose 
may seem par 
for the course in 
winter. The dry 
air, colds and flu all add up to sinus 
troubles. But occasionally nose problems 
veer into more serious territory. The 
term “sinusitis” refers generally to 
inflammation in the nasal passages that 
persists. The glands in the nose become 
irritated and produce excess mucus. The 
cause can be a cold virus, infection from 
bacteria that reside in the nasal passages, 
irritants in the air or a combination of 
these factors. Whatever the source, about 
37 million Americans suffer from at least 
one episode of sinusitis yearly, according 
to the Mayo Clinic. 

There are varying degrees of sinusitis: 
Acute sinusitis comes on suddenly and 
lasts 10 to 14 days. Subacute sinusitis 
refers to inflammation that lasts for four 
to eight weeks. Sinusitis becomes chronic 
when it lasts longer than two months. 
Along with a runny nose, patients often 
suffer from headaches, fatigue, and facial 
pain. 

Often, sinusitis can be treated with 
mucus-thinning drugs, antibiotics, 
and sometimes steroids. The goal is to 
get the nose draining, to decrease the 
inflammation, and to treat any underlying 
infection. When the sinusitis persists 
and moves into the chronic category, 
an otolaryngologist may schedule a CT 
scan to check for nasal polyps. Polyps 
trap mucus and make a person more 
susceptible to infections. 

If the patient has polyps, excess tissue, 
or trapped mucus, an otolaryngologist 
can use special surgical tools to access 
the sinus and clear up the problem. We 
do the procedures trans-nasally — there’s 
no need for incisions in the face.

Only a small percentage of patients with 
sinusitis wind up needing surgery. In fact, 
many people manage their congestion 
with over-the-counter remedies. I suggest 
using saline rinses, decongestants, and 
acetaminophen/ibuprofen combination 
painkillers. However, I recommend 
people avoid so-called neti pots, which 
irrigate the sinuses. The amount of 
saline is too high and the pressure is too 
forceful. The pots can actually worsen 
the infection by pushing bacterial-laden 
mucus deeper into the sinuses. Stick to 
room-temperature rinses. If those fail 
you, your internist can prescribe stronger 
measures such as the antibiotics and 

steroids. If you’re still suffering or have 
recurrent infections, it may be time to 
consider making an appointment with an 
otolaryngologist. 

Advanced Sinus Care
Northern Westchester is on the 

leading-edge of nasal surgery. The use 
of advanced technology such as the 
Brainlab system allows surgeons access to 
narrow, incredibly sensitive areas of the 
nasal cavity. The instruments are CT-scan 
guided, during the operation surgeons 
can see exactly where the instrument 
is in the nose. This allows them to 
comprehensively remove damaged tissue 
and work more safely. We’re working 
incredibly close to the eyes and brain 
tissue, and you really want to be sure 
you’re not encroaching on those areas. 
The CT-scan guidance provides new 
levels of precision. 

Another exciting development at 
Northern Westchester Hospital is Balloon 
Sinuplasty which is used to treat blocked 
sinuses. In this procedure, the doctor 
guides a balloon similar to those used 
for cardiac angioplasty into a blocked 
passage, gently inflating it and dilating 
the sinus opening. The balloon widens 
the passage, allowing mucus to drain 
more readily. Because there’s no cutting, 
the procedure leaves an undisturbed 

lining behind. This means there’s no scar 
tissue, and that will help keep the sinuses 
open.  

Dr. John Scott is the Chief of the 
Division of Otolaryngology at Northern 
Westchester Hospital. He is a physician 
with the Mount Kisco Medical Group, 
and a 2013 New York Magazine Best 
Doctor and a Best Doctors in America 
recipient. In 2013 and 2014 he was 
recognized as a Castle Connolly and 
Westchester Magazine Top Doctor. 
Dr. Scott is board certified in Facial 
Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery and 
Otolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery.

Doctor’s Note: Oh, the Pressure! Relief from Sinusitis
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HappyÊandÊProsperousÊNewÊYear!

143 Main Street • Cold Spring, NY
845-265-4113 • www.mccaffreyrealty.com

SeasonÕs Greetings

Open Christmas Eve: 7:00 am to 6:00 pm 
Open Christmas Day: 7:00 am to 2:00 pm

1001 Route 6 Mahopac, NY 10541 (845) 628-7920 
Lake Plaza Shopping Center (Next to K-Mart) 

Wishing all our Friends and Neighbors
a Merry Christmas & Very Happy New Year! 

Olympic Diner
Route 6 • Mahopac, NY • 845-628-0876

OPEN 24 Hrs •7 Days a Week

A Large Variety of Specials
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

Large variety of cakes  & pastries prepared 
by our professional baker.

�W�i�s�h�i�n�g� �y�o�u� �a� � �v�e�r�y� �M�e�r�r�y� �C�h�r�i�s�t�m�a�s� 
�a�n�d� �a� �H�a�p�p�y� �N�e�w� �Y�e�a�r�!

�T�h�a�n�k� �y�o�u� �f�o�r� �y�o�u�r� �c�o�n�t�i�n�u�e�d� �p�a�t�r�o�n�a�g�e�!

Now open ! ~ Newley Remodeled !

Special Breakfast Menu for Children

Serving The North Pole, Putnam & Westchester Counties
Wishes our Friends & Neighbors a Healthy & Warm Holiday Season!

INTERSTATE PROPANE
P.O. Box 1287 • Carmel, NY 10512

888-225-8288

PEOPLE’S OIL
 P.O. Box 927 • Carmel, NY 10512

845 225-6464

�R�e�m�e�m�b�e�r� �Y�o�u�r� �L�o�v�e�d� �O�n�e� �w�i�t�h� �a� �M�o�n�u�m�e�n�t

�T�O� 
�A�L�L� �A� 
�M�E�R�R�Y� 

�C�H�R�I�S�T�M�A�S

�A�N�D� �H�A�P�P�Y� 

�N�E�W� �Y�E�A�R

�C�a�r�i�n�g� �f�o�r� �F�a�m�i�l�i�e�s� 
�f�o�r� �7�5� �Y�e�a�r�s

83 East Main Street
Pawling, NY 12564

845 855-1655

Happy Holidays to All!
Christmas Day Open 6 AM - 3PM• Open All Day New Years Day

54 Miller Rd • Mahopac NY 10541 •845 628-2127
www.westchesterputnampottery.com

Join us for 
Ladies Night 
on Friday Nights!

Westchester Putnam Pottery 

 Looking for something to do with the kids on the break ? 
Come Paint with us !

Now booking 
Birthday Parties 

and events!

All Christmas 
Items

50 % OFF
 Not to be combined with 

any other discounts

Get Fit, Stay Fit – For Life !!

�B�r�a�n�d�	�N�e�w�	�F�a�c�i�l�i�t�y�	�Ð
�O�f�f�e�r�i�n�g�	�C�r�o�s�s�F�i�t�	�&�	�M�o�r�e�!�	

�D�M�B�	�C�r�o�s�s�F�i�t�	�i�s�	�a�	�4�8�0�0�	�s�q�f�t�	�f�a�c�i�l�i�t�y�	�t�h�a�t�	�w�i�l�l�	
help people get fi t by preparing them for 

life’s unknowns.  Whether you want to lose 
weight, get stronger, be more fi t, or just be 
able to safely climb the stairs or carry in 
groceries, DMB CrossFit has a workout 
program for you to meet those goals. 

www.dmbcrossfi t.com
�(�8�4�5�)�	�2�2�5�	�-�	�2�3�1�7�	
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�a�n�d� �a� �H�a�p�p�y� �N�e�w� �Y�e�a�r�!

�T�h�a�n�k� �y�o�u� �f�o�r� �y�o�u�r� �c�o�n�t�i�n�u�e�d� �p�a�t�r�o�n�a�g�e�!

Now open ! ~ Newley Remodeled !

Special Breakfast Menu for Children

Serving The North Pole, Putnam & Westchester Counties
Wishes our Friends & Neighbors a Healthy & Warm Holiday Season!

INTERSTATE PROPANE
P.O. Box 1287 • Carmel, NY 10512

888-225-8288

PEOPLE’S OIL
 P.O. Box 927 • Carmel, NY 10512

845 225-6464

�R�e�m�e�m�b�e�r� �Y�o�u�r� �L�o�v�e�d� �O�n�e� �w�i�t�h� �a� �M�o�n�u�m�e�n�t

�T�O� 
�A�L�L� �A� 
�M�E�R�R�Y� 

�C�H�R�I�S�T�M�A�S

�A�N�D� �H�A�P�P�Y� 

�N�E�W� �Y�E�A�R

�C�a�r�i�n�g� �f�o�r� �F�a�m�i�l�i�e�s� 
�f�o�r� �7�5� �Y�e�a�r�s

83 East Main Street
Pawling, NY 12564

845 855-1655

Happy Holidays to All!
Christmas Day Open 6 AM - 3PM• Open All Day New Years Day

54 Miller Rd • Mahopac NY 10541 •845 628-2127
www.westchesterputnampottery.com

Join us for 
Ladies Night 
on Friday Nights!

Westchester Putnam Pottery 

 Looking for something to do with the kids on the break ? 
Come Paint with us !

Now booking 
Birthday Parties 

and events!

All Christmas 
Items

50 % OFF
 Not to be combined with 

any other discounts

Get Fit, Stay Fit – For Life !!

�B�r�a�n�d�	�N�e�w�	�F�a�c�i�l�i�t�y�	�Ð
�O�f�f�e�r�i�n�g�	�C�r�o�s�s�F�i�t�	�&�	�M�o�r�e�!�	

�D�M�B�	�C�r�o�s�s�F�i�t�	�i�s�	�a�	�4�8�0�0�	�s�q�f�t�	�f�a�c�i�l�i�t�y�	�t�h�a�t�	�w�i�l�l�	
help people get fi t by preparing them for 

life’s unknowns.  Whether you want to lose 
weight, get stronger, be more fi t, or just be 
able to safely climb the stairs or carry in 
groceries, DMB CrossFit has a workout 
program for you to meet those goals. 

www.dmbcrossfi t.com
�(�8�4�5�)�	�2�2�5�	�-�	�2�3�1�7�	
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A Very Healthy & Happy Holidays To All Our Friends

With so many new methods for cyber 
theft, it’s important to remember to take 
extra steps to protect your bank accounts 
and money this season, as criminals 
look to take advantage of the increased 
spending activity.

Fortunately, there are steps you can 
take to protect your identity and your 
wallet. Here are some tips for more secure 
holiday spending:
•	 Create unique pin numbers for 

your debit cards, as well as complex 

usernames and passwords for bank 
accounts and online retailers. Never 
share this information with anyone, 
and be sure to log out of your accounts 
when your transactions are completed. 
Conduct personal business on your 
home computer or personal device as 
opposed to public WiFi, and always use 
a secure Internet connection.

•	 Manage privacy settings on your 
mobile devices and apps. Review the 
privacy disclosures for retailers and 
websites to ensure you feel comfortable 
with the way they use your personal 
information. Set your mobile devices 
and PCs to lock when not in 
use to prevent someone from 
getting access to your personal 
data.

•	 Before responding to any 
request for personal or 
financial data, make sure you 
know who is asking and why 
they need it. Be extra careful of 
requests made with an urgent 
or threatening tone, or an offer 
that sounds too good to be 
true. Criminals use this trick 
to get personal information 
to access your accounts or 

commit identity theft.
•	 Monitor accounts and spending 

activity frequently. Take advantage of 
banking features, such as alerts that 
trigger when you have a low balance or 
unusual spending activity.
“Many banks provide mobile banking 

apps that allow you to keep tabs on your 
account activity on the go,” said Diane 
Morais, Ally Bank deposits and line 
of business integration executive. “In 
addition to their convenience, mobile 
apps are an excellent resource to spot 
unusual transactions in a timely manner.”
•	 Online shopping is an easy way to beat 

the crowds at the mall.  But before 
providing your credit or debit card 
information, ensure your computer 
protection software and operating 
system are up to date.
Some banks offer customers free or 

discounted anti-virus protection. Most 
people understand the importance 
of protecting their computers, but it’s 
important to protect your smartphones, 
too. 

Look for “https” in the web address 
field of your browser to ensure a website 
is secure. The site should be verified by 
TRUSTe or a similar data security service.

•	 Check your credit 
reports periodically. Getting a free 
credit report is easy. During the 
holiday season, it might be worth 
the extra precaution to put a fraud 
alert on your credit report before 
any new accounts can be opened.

More tips to protect both your 
identity and wallet can be found 
at www.Ally.com/security/.

Don’t let cyber criminals ruin 
your seasonal cheer. Take steps 
to protect yourself for a happier 
holiday season.

Ask About Our
Conditional Guarantee

Happy 
Holidays

FEEHAN 
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

P.O. BOX 870, CARMEL, 
NY 10512

(845) 278-7070
Fax (845) 278-2886

Matthew, Terence & Christopher Feehan

Happy Holidays!

Your Source For 
Home Insurance

Good Cyber Security Habits are Essential During the Holidays
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On average, Americans gain weight 
during the holiday season. While the 
weight gain may not be dramatic, 
research shows it tends to stick and 
accumulate over the years. But you don’t 
have to succumb to this progression.

“There are strategic steps to avoid 
holiday weight gain while still enjoying 
friends, family and holiday feasts,” said 
Sonya Angelone, registered dietitian 
nutritionist and Academy of Nutrition 
and Dietetics spokesperson.

In preparation for a big holiday party 
or feast, do not skip meals throughout the 
day. This may result in overeating later.

“It is especially important to eat 
breakfast,” Angelone said. “High-fiber 
and high-protein foods like oatmeal 
and milk with fruit, an egg and spinach 
on whole wheat toast, Greek yogurt 
with nuts, or nut butter on a whole 
wheat English muffin will satisfy hunger 
without a lot of calories.”

Holiday meals tend to be large or 
buffet-style and include second and third 
helpings. While most people wouldn’t 
consider eating an entire cake, a common 
mistake is eating large portions of foods 
that are perceived as healthful.

To avoid overeating, use a smaller 
plate. It will encourage proper portion 

sizes. Also, start by filling your plate with 
vegetables and salad before going to the 
entrees and desserts. Research shows 
eating a salad before your meal can help 
you eat fewer calories overall. Eat slowly 
and savor every bite. Before you go back 
for seconds, wait 10 minutes to see if you 
really are still hungry.

Including nutrient-rich foods in your 
diet is great, just remember that these 
foods have calories, too, which should be 
taken into consideration with your whole 
eating plan. 

“And be mindful of alcohol 
consumption. Drink more water 
throughout a party to quench your thirst 
and help keep the cocktails to one or 
two,” Angelone said.

Remember to include at least 30 
minutes of physical activity into your day 
to promote health during the holidays -- 
and be sure to involve the whole family.

For more healthy holiday tips and 
information, consult a registered dietitian 
nutritionist. To learn more and find an 
RDN in your area, visit www.eatright.org.

Having healthful eating and exercise 
plans for holiday meals will help ensure 
success throughout the season and all 
year long.

Enjoy the Holidays 
Without the Weight Gain

Balsamo -Cordovano
Funeral  Home

“Commitment to Excellence”
Honesty, Integrity, and Quality in all that we offer.

- Comfortable Home-Like Accommodations - Pre-Planned Funeral Counseling
- Conveniently Located - Handicapped Accessible

- Major Credit Cards Accepted - Irrevocable Trusts for Medicaid Recipients
- Cremation & Traditional Funerals - Parking for over 100 cars

- Assistance with Life Insurance - Military Funeral Honors
- Online Book of Memories & Service Info
Family Owned & Operated

                 John R. Balsamo,   Jonathan W. Garcia    Joseph J. Balsamo
                    Licensed Director                       Manager                    Licensed Director

Phone: (845) 225-2144
15 Church Street - Carmel, NY 10512

www.BalsamoCordovanoFuneralHome.com
Our Locations

Balsamo Funeral Home
3188 Westchester Ave.

Bronx, NY 10461
Tel: (718) 597-8380

www. Balsamo Funeral Home.com

Harrison Funeral Home
329 Halstead Ave.

Harrison, NY 10528
Tel: (914) 835-0284

www. Harrison Funeral.com
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Balsamo -Cordovano
Funeral  Home

“Commitment to Excellence”
Honesty, Integrity, and Quality in all that we offer.

The Balsamo Family and the staff at 
Balsamo-Cordovano Funeral Home would 

like to wish all of our friends and neighbors a very 
Happy, Healthy and Blessed 

Thanksgiving
Family Owned & Operated

    John R. Balsamo,   Jonathan W. Garcia    Joseph J. Balsamo
      Licensed Director                       Manager                    Licensed Director

Phone: (845) 225-2144
15 Church Street - Carmel, NY 10512

www.BalsamoCordovanoFuneralHome.com
Our Locations

Balsamo Funeral Home
3188 Westchester Ave.

Bronx, NY 10461
Tel: (718) 597-8380

www. Balsamo Funeral Home.com

Harrison Funeral Home
329 Halstead Ave.

Harrison, NY 10528
Tel: (914) 835-0284

www. Harrison Funeral.com

Honesty, Integrity, and Quality in all that we offer.
The Balsamo Family and the staff at 
Balsamo-Cordovano Funeral Home 

would like to Congratulate the 
2013 Grand Marshall Timmy Maher.

Wish All Our Friends &  
Neighbors a Happy Holiday

2597 Route 22, Patterson, NY 12563 Ê
Ê

845-878-3456Ê
WWW.PATTERSONAUTOBODY.COM Ê

Hybrid RepairÊ
Ê

Preventative MaintenanceÊ
Ê

Hertz RentalsÊ
Ê

Convenience Store & FuelÊ

Your Collision & Service Specialists! 

“Our 80th Year of Insurance with Local, Personal Service”

(845) 279-2064

• Home • Auto • Motorcycle
• Mobile Homes • Pleasure Boats • Motor Homes

• Policies for Small Businesses

1006 Route 22 (& Rt. 6), Brewster, NY

Call today!
We have Competitive Rates

TRURAN AGENCY
INSURANCE

We Wish our Friends and  
Neighbors a Healthy & Happy Holiday
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CCSI Brings Holiday Cheer to 
Putnam Children

County Finance Dept. Receives Highest 
Award for Accounting, Reporting

As members of the Children’s Coordinated 
Services Initiative (CCSI), Putnam Family 
& Community Services, Inc. (PFCS) joined 
forces with the Putnam County Youth Bureau 
and Green Chimneys on December 11 to host 
an Annual Children’s Holiday Party.
The joint community partnership brought 
Putnam County youth and their families a 
night filled with food, fun and festivities. This 
year’s party saw more than 100 people in 
attendance and distributed many toys and 

holiday gifts in the hopes of making the holidays extra special for the children.
Along with the Knights of Columbus Our Lady of the Lake, Council # 6318 (Carmel), who so 
generously donated the hall space for this event, many locals donated their time and talent 
to making sure this event was a success and that children and their families were treated to 
a wonderful holiday celebration.
About Children’s Coordinated Services Initiative
CCSI is a partnership between family members and service providers designed to assist 
families whose children have mental health needs. Our goal is to keep families together by 
creating linkages to community based services.
About Putnam Family & Community Services Putnam Family and Community Services, Inc. 
(PFCS) is the only private non-profit agency providing recovery-based mental health, 
chemical dependency treatment and prevention services in Putnam County, NY. PFCS offers 
hope and healing to people of all ages through a comprehensive range of services including 
individual and group treatment, care management, family advocacy, parenting education, 
community outreach, psychiatric rehabilitation, and medication management. For more 
information, visit www.PFCSinc.org or www.Facebook.com/PFCSinc.

Pictured from left to right: Julie Doyle (RISE Program, PFCS), Sandra Sodano (PFCS), 
Christina McGuigan (CCSI), Dawn Mullins (CCSI), Shawna Dameaksa (Green Chimneys 
Outreach Center), Connie Chin (PFCS), Bonnie Soldano (PFCS), Rebecca Giampaolo (PFCS), 
Jessica Day (Green Chimneys Outreach Center)

The 10 wood framed plaques line the 
narrow hallway leading to Putnam 
County Commissioner of Finance 
William Carlin’s office; six eye level 
rectangles in a row before his doorway, 
four on the wall just beyond his office. 
Each frame holds in it a Government 
Finance Officers Association (GFOA) 
Certificate of Achievement for 

Excellence in Financial Reporting and each has been awarded to the Putnam County’s 
Department of Finance.  The first is dated December 31, 1991; the most recent award 
is memorialized with a brass medallion dated 2013, which denotes the close of the 
2013 fiscal year. The 2013 medallion is directly under the department’s 2012 award. 
“Commissioner Carlin’s department has received so many of these awards. He keeps 
his eyes firmly focused on our finances and we are certainly better for it as a county,” 
said County Executive MaryEllen Odell. “It is a testament not only to Bill’s great talent 
but to that of his outstanding staff. We couldn’t be more proud of our people in the 
Finance Department. ” Carlin would not take credit for the award. Rather, he said, it 
was the result of a group effort throughout County government. “The credit for this 
recognition goes to all the fiscal staff  throughout County government that daily carry 
out our commitment to open and transparent government,” he said. The Certificate of  
Achievement is the highest form of recognition in the area of governmental accounting 
and financial reporting and represents a significant accomplishment by a government 
and its management. 

Member of Putnam County’s Finance Department gathered in County Executive 
MaryEllen Odell’s Office as she congratulated them on receiving the 12th GFOA 
Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting.  From left to right are: 
Deputy Commissioner of Finance James McConnell, Commissioner William Carlin, County 
Executive MaryEllen Odell and Chief Deputy Commissioner Anita Gilbert. The certificate 
was awarded to the Department of Finance for the comprehensive annual financial 
report filed for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2013.

Christmas has always been 
an important holiday to my 
wife Margaret and me. Never 
did we think, that after so 
many years of being ensconced 
in the same house where year 
after year we decorated our 
tree in the same living room 
in the same corner with the 
same decorations, that we 
would be moving the week 
before Christmas. We wanted 
to uphold the tradition of 
having a tree but hadn’t even 
half unpacked. 

However, inveterate 
holiday revelers that we are, 
we committed to having a 
traditional Christmas Eve 
family celebration with a 
decorated tree as always no matter what. 
Last week, as the movers were unloading 
boxes from their truck, I spotted that 
battered six-foot-long oblong box that 
I’ve re-taped for years and retrieved it 
before it was transported to storage.  

So here we are with all our linens still 
packed in boxes in the front hall and our 
pots and pans in similar straits on the 
kitchen floor, but the very first item to be 
released from the bounds of its cardboard 
restraints is that faker-than-fake greenery 

that somehow springs to life 
every year with the help of 
sparkling lights and handmade 
ornaments. 

I dragged the box to the 
Palladian-like window at the 
end of our fifth-story great 
room and plopped it down. 
Like a 10-year-old child eager 
to open his first gift, I ripped 
open the box and pulled out 
the stand with its spindly legs, 
which I’m always convinced 
will never hold the tree 
steadily enough. Then came 
the bottom bulkier section of 
greenery, then the diminished 
third section, followed by the 
slimmer second portion and 
finally the top that brings the 

tree to a point.  
I fluffed out the branches, plugged in 

the lights and, naturally, another string 
of them had died during the hot summer 
months. Margaret supplied another three 
sets of 100 each to fill in the dead spaces 
but even one of those didn’t work. 

A day later and after another exchange, 
the tree is fully bright once again as I 
tangle the new lights with the old, then 
together we start the yearly ritual of 
unwrapping the handmade ornaments 

made from Styrofoam balls covered with 
fancy ribbons, beads, pearls, rhinestones, 
feathers, buttons and all kinds of 
ingenious materials we gathered from 
Manhattan’s hat district. 

Our original plan was to make one 
elaborate tree ornament each year 
throughout our marriage, but we got so 
much into our new hobby when we first 
married that it became an obsession the 
first year. The balls became more and 
more elaborate as we practiced our skills, 
many with themes and their own names. 

One ball, completely covered in pink 
ribbon ruching, was named our Baby Girl 
ball, even though we didn’t have a baby 
yet. There was the Grace Kelly ball with 
pale blue and yellow ribbons and pearls; 
the Swan Lake ball with white ribbons, 
white feathers and crystals; the Can-Can 
Girl ball with black and red ribbons, beads 
and a black feather plume on top; and our 
real piece de resistance, a large Faberge 
ball with semiprecious gems taken from 
old pieces of jewelry.

The tips of our thumbs had developed 
calluses from pushing in the pins until we 
got smart and used thimbles to aid our 
obsession. 

We decided it would be safer to buy a 
large artificial tree so that there would be 
no threat of sap staining the balls. We kept 

producing our little gems until we ran 
out of space on the tree. We had become 
Christmas ball addicts.

Since our first year’s attempt we haven’t 
made a single ball since. I guess that’s the 
kind of stuff newly-married couples do 
together, projects that can be appreciated 
later in life when there’s time to do so. 
And, come what may, including living 
out of boxes during a downsizing move, 
we’ve never celebrated a holiday without 
both appreciating and showing off our 
collection from that first year of our half-
century of connubial bliss.

And for my Jewish friends, I just found 
out about a couple who has collected 
hundreds of dreidels for Hanukkah, so I 
know my wife and I are not alone in this 
passion for collections associated with the 
holidays.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Keeping Christmas Tree and Ornament Traditions or Bust!
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Ongoing
Art:  Fifth grade students from Fulmar 

Road Elementary School created colorful 
paintings inspired by the distinctive 
pottery of the Native America tribes 
of the Southwest.  Their work, which 
captures the spirit of the first American 
people, is currently on display in the 
Young Arts Gallery at Mahopac Public 
Library.  This exciting show will remain 
on view through the month of December 
and can be visited during regular Library 
hours.

Food for Fines and Toys for Tots at 
the Kent Library: From November 21st 
through December 31st, the Kent Public 
Library will accept “Food for Fines.” 
Library patrons can have $1 waived  from 
current overdue fines for each can or non-
perishable food item they donate.  This 
will only apply to Kent Public Library 
fines, not fines from other libraries.  Food 
cannot be used to pay for lost books or 
other lost items.  Collected food will be 
donated to Putnam Community Action 
Program. The Kent Public Library will 
also collect new, unwrapped toys for the 
Marine Corps Reserve  “Toys for Tots” 
program.  Donating toys will not pay for 
overdue fines, but will give the donors 
the satisfaction of having given a child a 
happier holiday.  

In-Stitches Knitting Club at Reed 
Library (845-225-2439).  Wednesday 
mornings 10:30 a.m. to noon and 
Thursday evenings 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.  
Beginners and experienced knitters and 
crocheters are welcomed in this fun and 
friendly group.  

Cancer Support: 
Cancer Support Available: Support 

Connection, Inc., a not-for profit 
organization that provides free, 
confidential support services for people 
affected by breast and ovarian cancer, 
offers a wide range of free support groups 
women with breast and ovarian cancer. 

Groups focus on topics pertaining to 
living with cancer through all stages of 
diagnosis, treatment and post-treatment. 
They are offered in Westchester, 
Putnam and Dutchess, and by toll-free 
teleconference. For a complete calendar 
of groups at all locations, visit www.
supportconnection.org. Advance 
registration is required for all groups; call 
914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.

Save the Date: January 23, 2015
4th Annual Inter Elementary School 

Board Breaking Championship: Come 
support your local elementary Before & 
After School Taekwondo program as they 
battle it out in a Board Break-A-Thon 
to decide who will be become the top 
program of the 2014/2015 school year. 

Putnam Valley Elementary School. 
171 Oscawana Lake Rd, Putnam Valley.  
Sponsored by Chung Ma. 

Sunday, December 28
Lessons and Carols: 10 a.m. Special 

service continuing the celebration of the 
birth of Jesus through readings, music, and 
the singing of popular carols/hymns.  This 
is a beautiful way to continue to celebrate 
the birth of our Savior.  All are Welcome.  
Trinity Lutheran Church 2103 Route 6. 
Brewster. www.trinitybrewsterny.org

Sunday January 4
Epiphany Concert, First United 

Methodist Church, 83 Main St., Brewster.  
Come enjoy a performance of Music, 
Poetry and Scripture for the Epiphany. 
4 p.m. Organ solos and improvisations 
by renowned Swedish organist Dr. 
Johannes Landgren. Singers and soloists 
will perform music spanning from 1388 
through 2005, directed by Dominique 
Hellsten. Free will offering to benefit the 
Organ Fund.  For more information, call 
845-279-7611.

Monday, January 5 
Reed Memorial Library Board of 

Trustees. 5:45 p.m.  Public welcomed.

Tuesday, January 6
Beginning Watercolor Class free at 

Reed Library Tuesdays January 6, 13, 27, 
February 3, 10 and 17 from 10 a.m. to 
noon.  Please call the library to register 
845-225-2439.  Registration preference 
for this session will be given to students 
who have not recently taken art classes at 
the library. “The Reads at Reed Book Club 
will be meeting on Tuesday,January 6th at 
7 p.m. to discuss the book The Orphan 
Train by Christina Baker Kline The 
meeting will be held at Reed Memorial 
Library.  Contact 845-225-2439 with any 
questions.”

Wednesday, January 7 
Mahopac Central School District 

2015-16 Registration for Incoming 
Kindergarten Students. Must be five 
years old on or before 12/01/2015 (No 
Exceptions) Kindergarten Registration 
for the 2015-16 School Year will be held at 
The Office of Central Registration located 
at The Falls District Office, 100 Myrtle 
Avenue, Mahopac, between the hours 
of 8:15am and 3:00pm on the following 
dates:

Austin Road ES: January 7th & 9th
February 9th, 11th & 26th
Fulmar Road ES: January 21st & 23rd
February 3rd & 5th
Lakeview ES: January 13th, 15th 28th 

30th
February 24th
Registration is by appointment only. 

To schedule an appointment and request 
a registration packet, please contact the 
Office of Central Registration at 845-621-
0656, Ext. 13905 or 13902.

Registration packets are also 

available on our District website under 
Departments, then Registration. Our web 
address is www.mahopac.k12.ny.us.

Saturday, January 10
Tasty Tips for Eating Healthy: Patterson 

Library, 1167 Rte. 311 Patterson, NY: 
“Tasty Tips for Eating Healthy” Saturday 
January 10 at 1 p.m. Make 2015 the year 
you get healthy with great information 
and tips from Registered Dietitian and 
Certified Nutritionist Amanda Montalvo. 
Learn how to eat a healthy balanced 
diet and improve your health with facts, 
recipes and a cooking demonstration to 
give you the tools you need to get you 
started. We will demystify myths about 
fats and carbs, teach you how to eat 
healthy at home, work or when you’re out, 
and answer any nutrition questions you 
may have. Registration required, walk-ins 
welcome if space allows. To register or for 
more information, visit us online at www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click on calendar 
or call 845-878-6121 x10. Free program.

February 7 
Teatown’s hudson River Eaglefest is 

Coming: Time to celebrate the return 
of the eagle to its winter home in the 
Hudson Valley:  Teatown’s Hudson River 
EagleFestsm is held at Croton Point Park 
(Eagle Headquarters) to celebrate the 
return of the eagle.  This year, our 11th 
celebration will take place on Saturday, 
February 7, 2015.  

Thursday, January 15
Drawing Basics Class free at Reed 

Library Thursdays January 15, 22, 29 
February 5, 12 and 19 from 10 a.m. to 
noon.  Please call the library to register 
845-225-2439.  Registration preference 
for this session will be given to students 
who have not recently taken art classes at 
the library.

Crossword 
Answers

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks 

prior to your event and include the words “Happenings 
Calendar Submission” in your email subject line. Entries 

should be sent to Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.

By Salvatore M. Di Costanzo
Time after time, clients 

confuse the gift giving rules 
promulgated by the Internal 
Revenue  Service (IRS) with 
the gift giving rules applicable 
to Medicaid eligibility.  Thus, it 
is worth writing about…again.

In 2014, an individual is 
allowed to gift $5,340,000 
(lifetime exclusion) to 
any person other than that person’s 
spouse.  An individual is allowed to 
make unlimited gifts to a spouse.  In 
addition to the lifetime exclusion, an 
individual is allowed to make annual 
gifts to any person other than a spouse 
in the amount of $14,000 per person.  If 
your estate is not valued at more than 
$5,340,000, then the annual gift giving 

exclusion may be irrelevant to 
you.  There is no gift tax in New 
York State.  Thus, and often to 
the surprise of clients, if your 
estate is valued at less than 
$5,340,000, you can gift away 
your entire estate during your 
lifetime and pay no gift taxes.  
In addition, your heirs will not 
have to pay any taxes either.

However, the IRS rules have 
nothing to do with Medicaid eligibility.  
If an individual is applying for nursing 
home Medicaid, any amount gifted by 
the individual during the last five years 
is subject to scrutiny and may create a 
penalty for Medicaid eligibility purposes.  
The annual gift tax exclusion is not an 
annual exclusion for Medicaid purposes.   
Often, people make gifts each year equal 

to the annual exclusion amount under 
the theory that they are reducing their 
assets in case nursing home care is 
required in the future; this is wrong!

It is important to note that in home 
care cases, there is no five-year look-
back period.  Thus, prior gift giving 
will not impact Medicaid eligibility.  
The dichotomy in gift giving rules only 
applies to nursing home cases.

Salvatore M. Di Costanzo is a partner 
with the firm of McMillan, Constabile, 
Maker & Perone, LLP located in 
Larchmont, & Yorktown Heights, NY. Mr. 
Di Costanzo is an attorney & accountant 
whose main area of practice is elder law.  
He can be reached at (914) 834-3500 or via 
e-mail at smd@mcmplaw.com. Visit his 
website at www.plantodayfortomorrow.
com    

You Thought You Could Make Gifts?
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 122314
adoption
Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring li-
censed adoption agency provides fi-
nancial and emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved families. Call 
Joy toll free 1-866-922-3678 or confi-
dential email:Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
ThroughAdoption.org

A childless young married couple (she-
30/he-37) seeks to adopt. Will be hands-
on mom/devoted dad. Financial security. 
Expenses paid. Call/text. Mary & Adam. 
1-800-790-5260.

auctions
Tiny house AUCTION, Vermont post 
& beam sheds, Livestock shelters & fire-
wood storage January 22, 2015 Absolute 
no reserve Bid online 802 297 3760 www.
JamaicaCottageShop.com

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.Call 914-468-4999 Today!

carEEr opportunitiEs
WELDING CAREERS- Hands on
training for career opportunities in avia-
tion, automotive, manufacturing and 
more. Financial aid for qualified students.  
Job placement assistance. CALL AIM 

888-205-1735

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not ap-
plicable in Queens county"

in HomE pEt sittinG
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 
9 Hobby St., Pleasantville.

Land For saLE
BLACK LAKE! 100 acres. $69,900. 
Deeded access on Black Lake. Borders 
State Forest. Ice Fishing! PRIVATE! John 
Hill, RE Salesperson 315-657-5469. NY 
LAND QUEST nylandquest.com 

LEGaL noticE
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK, COUNTY OF NASSAU, 
Index No.: 2014-202317: GAETANA 
GAZZARA, Plaintiff, against MANUEL 
MARTINEZ, Defendant, in an ACTION 
FOR A DIVORCE.  To the above named 
Defendant:  YOU ARE HEREBY SUM-
MONED and required to file an Answer 
in writing to the attached Verified Com-
plaint with the clerk of the above entitled 
Court, at 240 Old Country Road, Mine-
ola, New York, 11501, and to serve upon 

or mail C. William Gaylor, III, attorney 
for Plaintiff, 7 Atlantic Avenue, Lynbrook, 
N.Y. 11563, a copy of said Answer within 
thirty (30) days after service of this Sum-
mons upon you; If you fail so to do, judg-
ment by default will be taken against you 
for the relief demanded in said VERIFIED 
COMPLAINT FOR DIVORCE, which 
has been filed with the Clerk of said Court 
and a copy of which has been mailed to 
your last known address.  The nature of 
this action is to dissolve the marriage be-
tween the parties, on the grounds: DRL § 
170 (2) – Abandonment and/or DRL § 170 
(7) - the relationship between the parties 
has broken down irretrievably for a pe-
riod of at least six months.  The foregoing 
summons is served upon you by publica-
tion pursuant to an order of the Supreme 
Court of the State of New York, County 
of Nassau, dated 11/25/14, and filed in the 
office of the clerk of the County of Nas-
sau at 240 Old Country Road, Mineola, 
New York. The object of this action is to 
obtain judgment against the Defendant 
MANUEL MARTINEZ, last known ad-
dress 100 Diplomat Drive, Mount Kisco, 
NY10549, for an absolute divorce, that the 
bonds of matrimony between the Plain-
tiff, GAETANA GAZZARA and the De-
fendant, MANUEL MARTINEZ be for-
ever dissolved and such other, further and 
different relief as may be just and proper. 
Dated, 12/8/14, /s/ C. William Gaylor, 
III, attorney for Plaintiff, 7 Atlantic Av-
enue, Lynbrook, N.Y. 11563. 

miscELLanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

out oF statE rEaL EstatE
Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach, Close to riverfront district. 
New models from $99,000.  772-581-
0080, www.beach-cove.com

pEts
BEAUTIFUL BEAGLE PUPPIES FOR 
SALE! $450/ea, 11 weeks old. Please call 
914 232 3570

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics,† 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NJ: 1-800-488-4175

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for 

the next week’s publication

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com
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With Tiger Sam Honors (inset) pinning at 150-pounds in the final match of  the day and grapplers like Jared Eliopoulos (pictured) getting it done all season, defending D-II Section 1 champion Putnam Valley struck 
the first chord in its quest to repeat as 2015 champions when Coach Will Carano’s Tigers knocked off  D-II heavyweight Pearl River, 42-39, in the Division 2 final of  the Section 1 Dual Meet Championships on 
Wednesday.Willie Messinger (182), Erdis Canaj (195), Constantine George (285) and Satoshi Abe (113) each won via pin and freshman Kyle Sams notched a big win before Honors sealed the deal... see Wrestling 
Notebook

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTO (PlEASE VISIT WWW.HVSP.PHOTOS fOR MORE)

Honors 
Society!

Put Valley 
Rules at  

D-II Duals
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

During his spirited time on earth, 
longtime Somers High educator and 
former Tusker basketball boss Michael 
DePaoli was a man’s man, a firm believer 
in going all out and believing in one’s 
convictions. DePaoli, who passed away in 
199xx would have been awfully proud of 
the rough-and-tumble effort his former 
basketball team put forth in the 19th 
annual Michael DePaoli Memorial Holiday 
Basketball Tournament where the host 
Tuskers knocked off a physical Mahopac 
team by a 54-46 count last Saturday. 
Tournament MVP Ryan Grossman was 
one of a handful of Tuskers doing work at 
both ends of the floor, as the deep, balanced 
Tuskers improved to 5-0 on a night when 
testosterone flowed freely among both 
sides.

In the Tuskers’ 64-34 opening-round 
rout of previously undefeated Irvington 
on Friday, senior forward and All-Tourney 
choice Anthony Maestri led Somers with 
24 points, all coming in the game’s first 
three quarters.

Mahopac junior G Christian Donahoe 
scored 15 points, and the Indians won their 
opening-round game, defeating reigning 
Section 1 Class A champion Walter Panas, 
68-46, last Thursday.

Truth be told, though, this weekend 
was Somers’ coming-out party, as the 
Tuskers seemingly identified themselves 
as legitimate Class A title contenders. 
If the Tuskers weren’t already on the 
Class A radar, they are now, as Coach 
Chris DiCintio’s has assembled a cast of 
characters as good as any Somers has seen 
in quite some time, including the John 
Decker-led Tuskers of 2012-13. Decker 

led Somers to its first playoff win since the 
championship days of Willy Dietrich and 
Derek Hyra in 1992, and Grossman will be 
the first to tell you that the 2015 Tuskers 
have eyes for the big prize as they hope to 
win Somers’ second gold ball ever.

“Our goal is to get to the County Center 
and see what happens,” the sweet-stroking 
Grossman said.

Certainly, the road to the fabled Mecca 
of Section 1 hoops goes through state-
ranked (No. 2) Spring Valley this season, 
and it will take a mighty tall task for 

anyone to bump the Tigers off, but who’s 
to say Somers couldn’t put the fear of God 
in them? Why not us? #TuskerNation. The 

league slate tips off after the break and it 
appears to be loaded with talent as Somers, 
Greeley, John Jay CR, Yorktown, Fox Lane 
and Brewster were a combined 28-8 as of 
Sunday.

“The team is long, strong, athletic and 
deep,” DiCintio, now in his third year at 
Somers, said. “It’s a good group of kids to 
coach. They really like each other. Their 
biggest challenge will be being able to stay 
grounded, focused and hungry all season. 
I’m hoping the fact that we have nine 
seniors will help keep us focused. If they 
continue to work hard, stay hungry and 
handle adversity when it hits, they’ll be a 
tough group all season.”

And as DiCintio continues about 
changing the culture at Somers; turning a 
town of former stiffs into ballers, big Mike 
DePaoli is looking down on them with 
prideful eyes.

Here’s a look at the last Fab 5 Poll 
(#hashtag edition).
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s Class 
A Tuskers didn’t even play real well and 
still handled a Mahopac team that doesn’t 

know the word quit. Grossman, Tommy 
Gargiulo, Matt Maloney, Anthony Maestri, 
Nick Lombardo and ox-like Pat Melly are 
on a mission to visit County Center Final 4 
for first time since 1992. I’m not one to bet 
against them #Final4Mission.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Nick DeGennaro 
had 13 points, three rebounds, three 
assists, and four steals while Mason 

Somers Establishing Something Special, Win DePaoli Tourney
Grossman Tabbed MVP, Tuskers Take Mahopac in Finale
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS

Class A Grid Notebook

continued next page
RAY GAllAGHER/RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS

Boys Hoops Notebook

Mahopac’s Christian Donahoe skips the lane for two in loss to Somers.

Haldane’s Peter Hoffmann (33) is guarded by 
Hen Hud’s Jesse Breeding in Blue Devils’ win over 
Sailors.

Tusker Pat Melly looks for a crease in Mahopac 
defense.

Somers G Nick lombardo gets past Mahopac G 
Aiden Hynes in Tusker win.



December 23- December 29, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com 21

Dyslin had 10 points, 10 rebounds and 
three blocks in 43-34 win over Lakeland. 
Don’t look now but the Class A Huskers 
are 4-1 to start the Downes era in fancy 
fashion. Quite anxious to see the Huskers 

vs. Tuskers when we come out of the break 
on Jan.7 when @THE__CROP hosts @
Tusker_Nation #GetYourPopcornReady 
#BestCrowdWins.

“I thought with the exception of the 
Peekskill game we have been decent on the 
defensive end,” Downes said. “We are still 
a work in progress but improving. We will 
have to step it up as we move into league 
play. Being 4-1 is good but we have a lot of 
work to do.”

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) have absolutely no quit 
in them; they just lack a true go-to scorer 
for the first time since before Ryan Wagner 
(2009-ish). They will make up for that as 
much as they can with brawn and attitude 
but it’s going to lead to nip-and-tuck affairs 
from start to finish, just like we saw in 54-
46 loss to Somers. Chris Esernio led the 
way with 14 points, Christian Donahoe 
had 10, but I’d really like to know how this 
unit finished dead-last at Panas tourney 
#StillStumpedByThat. 

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils are the truth and threat 
to repeat this March, but we’ll be very 
interested to see how they match up 
with North Salem in 8th annual Putnam 
Hoops Challenge at Carmel High on Jan.3 

(6:00 pm) and Putnam Valley for league 
bragging rights. Senior F Peter Hoffman 
is oftentimes the best player on the court 
and that edge has been key during 3-1 start 
#BestPlayerInThisPoll.

No.5 PANAS – Coach 
Sully’s reigning Section 1 Class 
A champion Panthers (3-4) 
are averaging well under 50 
PPG and have not found any 
consistency in their sets, but 
do have W’s over Irvington, 
Mahopac and Brewster. With 
Ossining and Hen Hud up 
after the break, we suspect 
they’ll work that out in time for 
Peekskill tilt on Jan. 13, but we’re 
expecting more from a former 
champion #DefendWithPride.

HM CROTON – Not quite 
sure what to make of the 
Mayclim tourney final loss 
to struggling Carmel, but 
Coach Thom’s Class B Tigers 
(4-1) were looking the part of 
a title contender until then. 
Hoping to get a better gauge 
on them on Jan.3 (4:00 pm) 
at Putnam Hoops Challenge 
against a vastly improved John 
Jay CR club. Up next, though 
is a challenge game against 
Harrison on Dec. 27 at 3 p.m. 
in the 16th annual Slam Dunk 
Challenge. Coach Thom’s beard 
is sick #NoPlayForMrGray.

HM PUTNAM VALLEY – 
Coach McDonnell’s Class B 
Tigers (3-4) have been in every 
game this season they’ve lost, 

even their first-round tourney loss to Class 
AA heavyweight Arlington (who set that 
up?). Aren’t you supposed to set up a layup 
in the first-round #EveryoneElseDoes, 
maybe Sacred Heart or Spackenkill first, 

Arlington next? Tigers will get a chance 
to prove they are a top 5 club when they 
face Peekskill on Jan.3 (2:00 pm) in 
Putnam Hoops Challenge at Carmel High. 
We think the Ryan Basso-led Valley has 
enough to surprise in this setting. Basso 
earned All-Tourney after dropping 22 
on Sacred Heart be he needs a consistent 
#RightHandMan as 2nd scorer.

HM PEEKSKILL – I do believe Coach 
Turner’s Class A Red Devils (1-5) are better 
than their record would indicate and a 
quality win over P.V. on Jan. 3 would prove 
that, but to date we haven’t seen enough to 
warrant a Fab 5 ranking. The 4 losses have 
come against some tough clubs, including 
perennial powers Poughkeepsie and White 
Plains, plus unbeaten Greeley and AA 
Mahopac, so don’t believe the negative jive 
that Peekskill is #WashedUp just yet.

HM LAKELAND – Since beating 
Putnam Valley and Mahopac (there was 
so much hope for my alma mater after 
those two W’s), Coach Weltman’s Class 
A Hornets (3-5) have failed to crack 
more than 42 points in successive losses 
to Irvington, Somers, Yorktown and 
Cornwall, totaling a paltry 140 points 
#PlayLikeIts4thQvsPV. 

HM CARMEL – Might the Mayclim 

Tournament title at Croton be the turning 
point for Coach Venditto’s underachieving 
Class AA Rams (2-4)? Let’s not get too 
crazy about a pair of wins over two Class 
B clubs – Croton & Dobbs – but it’s at 
least a step in the right direction for a 
team that has thoroughly underwhelmed 
to date. Ram G Ryan Train had 16 points 
5 rebounds 6 assists as they defeated 
Croton-Harmon, 56-51, while center John 
Alexander added 15 points and 5 rebounds 
with Quinn Willman adding 8 points and 
5 steals. #Big3 getting it done. Carmel vs. 
Brewster in Putnam Hoops Challenge 
on Jan.3 should tell us more, as will Jan.7 
playdate with Mahopac, whom they 
haven’t beaten twice in the last 14 tries and 
not since 2012 #EndTheTomfoolery.

HM HEN HUD – Was all set to put Coach 
Hirsch’s Class A Sailors (4-1) into the Fab 
5 until they were whooped pretty soundly 
by Haldane #BounceBackOrBeDoomed.

HM BREWSTER – Coach Nelly’s 
Class A Bears (2-4) gave a good Fox 
Lane club fits in a 67-64 loss, which 
is an indication the Bears are much 
better than 2-4 says they are but 
#YouAreWhatYourRecordSaysYouAre.
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 
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Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Somers f Anthony Maestri attacks rack in win over lakeland.

Somers G Matt Maloney gets a step on Mahopac 
G Christian Donahoe in Tuskers’ win over Indians. Carmel Rams pose with hardware after winning Croton’s Mayclim Tournament.

Mahopac’s Chris Esernio tries to take Ryan 
Grossman off  dribble.

lakeland’s Nick fazio drops jump hook in loss to 
Somers last Tuesday.
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By Tony Pinciaro
Through its first six games, the two-time 

defending Section 1 Class A champion 
PEEKSKILL girls’ varsity basketball team 
has been perfect.

Peekskill is 6-0 and the transition style 
to first-year coach Steve Loscher has 
been a quick study. The Lady Red Devils 
doubled their win total from the previous 
week with victories over Fox Lane (67-51), 
Somers (65-43) and Mahopac (64-42).

“Everything was totally new to the girls,” 
said Losher, who was the SUNY-Purchase 
women’s basketball coach for eight years. 
“After our first two games, in the Tappan 
Zee tournament, that’s where the girls saw 
what we were teaching them worked and 
they started to believe. It also helped with 
the rapport between the girls and myself.”

Even though Peekskill opened with 
three straight wins, Loscher said the girls 
did not let it affect them. The girls continue 
to work hard every day in practice and 
they are seeing the results in games.

“I am pleased with their effort and their 
sportsmanship,” Loscher said. “It has been 
excellent as has their support for one 
another.”

Loscher is not the only one who 
has noticed it. Opposing coaches have 
complimented Loscher on his team’s 
effort.

“In games, coaches have said to me 
they’ve never seen a Peekskill team get 
on the floor so much, after a loose ball,” 
Loscher said. “We’re focusing on doing 
the little things, going after that loose 
ball, taking charges and the effort is 
contagious.”

Along with the aspects that 
don’t show on the statistics 
sheet, Loscher pointed out that 
his team has executed in a few 
offensive areas he stressed.

“I wanted the girls to run 
more and take more shots and 
they have done this,” Loscher 
said. “In one of our games, we 
took 93 shots.”

Loscher is impressed 
with the contributions he 
is receiving from everyone, 
especially forwards Lisana 
Burnett and Lanay Rodney. He 
said the two junior forwards 
have stepped up and provided 
leadership and solid play.

The only thing that can 
cool off the red-hot Lady 
Red Devils, right now, is the 
Christmas break. Peekskill has 
two weeks off before returning 
to action, Jan. 7.

Loscher said the break is 
good because the girls have 
been working really hard, 
which they had to do to fend 
off Mahopac last Thursday, as 
the Indians proved a worth foe 
despite the score (the Indians cut the lead 
to 6 with 3:00 to play).

OSSINING, the two-time defending 
NYS Class AA champion, had a light 
week, playing fellow perennial power 
Archbishop Molloy in the annual Pauline 
Ricci Memorial Scholarship Game. 
Molloy spoiled the night with a 69-63 
victory.

“The Molloy game could have went 
either way, as could of the last three 
we won against them,” Ricci said. 
“That’s the type of game that makes 
our players better.”

Despite the loss, Ossining gained a 
win as Jalay Knowles was selected as 
the Con Ed Scholar-Athlete Award 
Winner.

“Jalay is an outstanding kid who 
started out as this awkward eighth-
grader and has become the most 
dominant player in the section this 
year,” Ricci said. “What is even more 
impressive is what a nice kid she is.”

Ossining, now 3-2 this season, has 
the week off before resuming with the 
annual Slam-Dunk Tournament at 
the Westchester County Center, Dec. 
28. Ossining will play Jamesville-
DeWitt of Section 3 (Syracuse area), 
which is in the Pride’s group along 
with Albany High School (Section 2) 
and Bishop Loughlin.

“The Slam Dunk tournament is 
always great for us,” Ricci said. “I love 

playing during the break and the venue is 
awesome.

“(Organizers) Lou DeMello and Kevin 
Cook do a great job of bringing in top-level 
teams and this year is no exception. Our 
bracket is Jamesville Dewitt, Albany and 
Bishop Loughlin, so we are guaranteed 
two strong opponents. And 
playing strong teams makes 
you better.”

KENNEDY played Class 
AA New Rochelle and lost, 
43-37. Tara Heslin Scott led 
the Lady Gaels with 18 points 
and six rebounds while Megan 
Weidenhamer added eight 
points and eight boards.

Kennedy coach Lance 
DeMarzo and his girls will 
introduce the inaugural Jingle 
Bell Classic, Saturday-Sunday, 
Dec. 27-28. The Lady Gaels will 
welcome Preston, Cathedral 
and St. John Villa (Staten 
Island).

The first-round matchups 
are Preston vs. St. John Villa (1 
p.m.) followed by Cathedral-
Kennedy (3 p.m.). The 
consolation game is scheduled 
for Sunday, 1 p.m., followed by 
the championship game at 3 
p.m.

“This is the first year for our 
Jingle Bell Classic tournament,” 
DeMarzo said. “I put it together 

over the summer. I don’t know if there ever 
was  a girls’ tournament for Christmas 
time at Kennedy.

“I thought it would be a great tradition 
to start. It should be a good tournament. 
There’s a lot of young talent on Cathedral, 
St. John Villa and Preston.”

Kennedy opened the week with Preston, 
Monday.
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Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Red Hot Red Devils Picking up Loscher’s System
Peekskill out of Gate at 6-0; Ossining Preps for Slam Dunk Tourney

Peekskill’s lisana Burnett splits two Mahopac defenders en 
route to hoop in Red Devil win over Indians last Thursday.

Mahopac’s Caroline Horan is hounded by Peekskill’s 
lisana Burnett.

Peekskill’s lanay Rodney is chased by Mahopac’s Carly 
Pease as Rodney drops two of  her game-high 26 in Red 
Devil win. 

Mahopac’s Carly Ravoli looks to outlet against defense of  
Peekskill’s Aubrey Dabbs.
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Defending Section 1 D-II wrestling 
champion Putnam Valley added one 
more feather to its cap last week, 
winning the Section 1 D2 dual meet 
championships behind a 42-39 win over 
previously No.1 ranked Pearl River in a 
match that went down to the wire when 
senior Sam Honors locked it up.

“It’s one more great honor to our 
record books,” said PV wrestling Coach 
Will Carano, the longest tenured coach 
in Put Valley history and the program’s 
only coach since it took flight at the turn 
of the century. “Senior Sam Honors won 
by fall to seal it. He could have easily felt 
the pressure in that spot and not done as 
well, but this year is a different year for 
Sam. It was incredible for him and the 
team to finish that off. We’re just building 
on our historic season from last year. We 
didn’t expect to do this well in duals on 
account of the fact that we have some 
holes in our lineup, but these kids just 
sought out every possible bonus point.”

Tigers Mikey Bruno, Kyle Sams, 
Satoshi Abe, Sam Honors, Willie 
Messinger, Erdis Canaj and Constantine 
George picked up big wins for the Valley, 
which has now established itself the lead 
dog in the race for the 2015 D-II title. 

The Tigers, who have achieved success by 
building its youth program, has realized 
a terrific three-year run that (1st in 2014, 
2nd in 2013 and 3rd in 2012) should 
extend to a fourth year when the Tigers 

get to full health. They’ve 
done what they have this 
season minus the services 
of junior stud Noah Kelvis 
(injured), who will provide 
a major boost to the middle 
of the lineup upon his 
return.

Sams is not one to sleep 
on either. His uncles, 
Micah and Sharif, are 
considered to be among the 
top wrestlers in Croton-
Harmon history; some, 
like this scribe, considered 
Micah among the most 
technically sound Croton-
Harmon wrestlers ever. 
Like his uncles, Kyle Sams 
is hoping to carve out a 
storied career at or near 
106 pounds. Micah Sams 
only came away with one 
sectional title (if I recall 
correctly), but he was in 
the finals every year in the 
wee-90s, and that was at a 
time when small schools 
like the Sam Occhipinti-led 
Croton Tigers were holding 
their own and slamming 
with major programs like 
Suffern and Harrison. 
Those were some sick days, 
when men were men and 
grapplers grappled.

“He’s a young tough competitor,” Carano 
said of Sams. “We’ve got a lot of those 
types of kids and once we fill in the holes 

in the lineup, we’ll shift our attention 
toward defending our sectional title 
to the best of our ability.”

So far, so good…
BREWSTER has been tearing up 

the mats on the other side of Putnam 
County, winning the Lewis Johnson 
Memorial Duals in Ravena, NY 
last Saturday. Bears senior captain 
Nick McGill won Most Outstanding 
Wrestler honors, going undefeated 
and leading the Bears to a 5-0 finish. 
All this on the heels of Brewster 
having placed first at the Yorktown 
duals as well. Junior Mike Larm 
and senior Joe Petrogallo were also 
unbeaten at Ravena. The Bears are 
hitting on many cylinders and hope 
to put some kids on the podium later 
this winter…

YORKTOWN didn’t win a ton 
of matches at the 38th annual Tony 
Carlucci Dual Meet Tournament at 
Purchase College over the weekend, 
but give the Huskers deserve mad 
respect for showing up in a field that 
includes some of the top programs in 
the region. This is how we improve 

and the Huskers will do just that. 

Put Valley Tigers Clawing, Pawing Way to Top of D-II Ranks
Field Hockey Notebook
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not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 
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Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Young PV wrestler Mikey Bruno’s stage is set for big doings as he attempts to repeat as section champ this year.
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PV grappler Rudy Gonzalez works a move.

Put Valley’s Satoshi Abe was dominant as D-II duals.

Put Valley hopes to get injured star Jared Eliopoulos back from elbow injury ASAP.

Put Valley’s Erdis Canaj works a pin.
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Fitz & 
Tantrums!
Haldane 
Grinds Out 
Win over 
Hen Hud

Jefferson Valley: 914-245-4040 | 600 Bank Road

40 WAYS TO GET ACTIVE & BE HEALTHIER FOR ONLY $40
      — JOIN CLUB FIT

Not to be combined with any other offer. Regular monthly dues apply. Offer ends 1/31/15.

 —
Zumba® TRX®Swim Tennis WWW.CLUBFIT.COM

Briarcliff: 914-762-3444 | 584 N. State Road
36 more ways!

Call us for

Haldane’s Edmund fitzgerald (R) and Hen Hud’s Jesse Breeding were part of  the gritty rivertown battle last Tuesday when fitzgerald, who finished with 12 points and seven 
boards, and the state-ranked (No.5) Blue Devils managed a 63-46 win over the host Sailors… see Boys’ Hoops Notebook


